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AGENDA NOTES 

FOR THE

SEVENTEENTH MEETING OF THE T-Oil COUNCIL FOR SOUTH-EAST ASIA

MANILA. PHILIPPINES 

8TH & 9TH DECEMBER 1975

ITEM 1. WELCOME

1. Mr. Ben P.Faustino, Member of the Council and General Manager,
*

Central Cooperative Exchange of the Philippines,. will welcome the Members 

of tho Council on behalf of the Filipino Cooperative Movement.

ITEM 2. OBITUARY - Mr. Syo.ii Matsumura. Japan

2. The deathfcof Mr. Syoji Matsumura, Managing Director of the Central 

Union of Agricultural Cooperatives of Japan and a Member of our Council,

on 25th August 1975 aaHrer- a stort i-s- reported to the Council with

deep regret. K\ T ' V iX ^

J- SAi~~ 'V^w ' --

ITEM 3. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS BY THE REGIONAL DIRSCTO'R

3. Mr. P.E.Weeraman, ICA Regional Director for South-East Asia, will 

vlcome the Members of the Council on behalf of the ICA and introduce the 

agenda of the meeting.

ITEM U. BACKGROUND PAPERS ON THE COOPERATIVE HOVEMEKT OF EACH COUNTRY 

4-. All the member-organisations in the Region have been requested to

send in papers containing up-to-date information on their respective 

cooperative movements. Papers received before the meeting will be 

circulated.

ITEM 5. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE 16TH MEETING. COLCMBO.SRL LANKA

5. The minutes of the last meeting held in Colombo, Sri Lanka, veie 

circulated to all the members# No comments have been received. The minutes 

may be confirmed. For minuts see appendix "A ” in these Notes*

6. Action taken on the minutes is given oelow under Item No. 6 of
/

these Agenda Notes.



Page. 

No.
Summary of the inute Action taken

8

10

26

27

The meeting requested the 
Regional Director to follow-up 
the question of contributions 
from member-organisations to 
the funds of the 80EC.

Particulars of contribu­
tions are .given at para 11 
of the Agenda Notes.

Referring to the Resolution 
of "the Promotion of Agricul­

tural Cooperatives in the 
Region" (RssQlution 2 ,para 3), 
the Chairman suggested that the 
Regional Office should undertake 
a study of "How the Cooperatives 
can help to create an awareness 
among the members ^nd general public 
of the need for increasing food 
production," and the Chairman' 
said that such a study will be most 
helpful in the present situation 
of world-wide scarcities and 

shortages of foodgrains.

-̂t yes decide'•I that an Expert 
Group be formed by t te lC/t to go 
into this question (Food Production) 
and to produce a report on the 
subject’. An Ad hoc 'Committee 
consisting of the members of India, 
the Philippines, Korea, Malaysia 
and Thailand was appointed to draft 
guidlines for the Terms of 
Reference of tte Export Group.

This is reported at 
para -103 of the Agenda 
Notes.

This is'reported at 
para 103 of the Agenda 
Notes.



ITEM 7. ADMINISTRATION SECTION

ASSESSMENT REPORT

8 . Tfie Team appointed to make an assessment-of the work of the ROEG .

submitted its report in January 1975* Copies of this report were circulated
/

among the members of the Council for their comments and suggestions.

Comments wore received from some of the members and forwarded to the head 

office of the ICA. These comments are given in Appendix "B 11. The Assessment 

Report has since been considered by the Executive and the Central Committee 

of the ICA. The concluding observations of the Team are as follows :

"The Team has found much evidence of the extremely valuable 

woric of the ROEG since its inception, and‘of its impact on 
cooperative development in the Region. Appreciation of its services 
has been freely and widely expressed. "

"At the same time, however, it is clear that the needs of the 
mcmber-organisations in the Region are changing as these organisations 
develop in strength and economic viability. In particular, theit 
needs are becoming -more technical and specialised;- also they are 
multiplying rapidly. "

"Meanwhile the resources of the ROEC have not inc.re.ase.d to. 
meet these growing demands, and there is no immediate prospect 
that they will. Therefore, certain major shifts in emphasis in 
the work of the ROEC are inevitable to enable it to cope. The only 
viable approach is to redefine the functions of the ROEC in such 
a way aa to enable them to be carried out by a relatively small 

staff."

"In indicating new directions which the RQEC could take, the 
Team wore motivated by their desire to see ROEC able to respond 
to the changing needs of the member-organisations in the Region 
with the same dynamism which has characterised its activities in 
the past decade. Prominent in this new perspective would be its 
primary role in coordinating cooperative activities within the 
Region, dissemination of information, and last but not least, in 

acting as a catalyst for new ideas. "

"A corollary to this shift in emphasis is that increasingly 
member-organisations - stimulated, guided and advised by the 
ROEC - are in a position to assume more of the responsibility, and 
a greater share of the costs, for co-operative development in the
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" Region. This has been happening as evidenced by the many 
concrete instances cited earlier. Nevertheless, the pate 

of this development will have 'to be accelerated. It is in 
this context that the Team recommendations outlined in the body 
of this report should be viewed." '

"This report should not end on this regional note, 
however, since in the last analysis co-operative development 
is not just a regional affair. Co-operatives in other parts 
of the world have as much stake in this development as those 
within 'the Region. I f  the report is regarded as sounding a 
note of appeal to the more advanced movements, this would 
certainly not be too far off the mark."

DISCUSSIONS WITH THE CH/IRMAN

9* Taking the opportunity of the Chairman's visit to New Delhi in

September 1975 (16th to 21st), the Director of the ICA and the Regional 

Director and the other officers of the BO EC had discussions with the 

Chairman regarding the work of the ROEC and the recommendations of the 

Assessment Team.

80TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ICA

10. The BO EC celobratod the SCLh ijmvordaiy of the ICA in New Delhi 

on the 20-th of September 1975 with the President of India as the Chief 

Guest. The President of the National Cooperative Union of India, 

Mr.R.G.Tiwari, presided over the ceremonial meeting. Dr. S.K.Saxena, 

the Director of the Alliance, and Mr. N.A-Kularajah, Chairman 'of the ICA' 

Regional Council, were also present at this well-attended function.

The President of India, Mr. JakhruddLn Ali Aimed, the Minister of State for 

Industry and Civil Supplies, Government of Incia, Mr. „*.C. George, 

the Director of the Alliance (Dr.S.K.Saxena), the Chairman of the 

Regional Council (Mr. N. .Kularajah), and the President of the National 

Cooperative Union of India, (Mr.P..G.Thrari), spoke at the function. 

Greetings were received from ICA members and international organisations.
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MEMBERSs CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FUNDS OF THE ROEG

11 The ROEC is glad to report that the following member-organisatioris

have contributed the amounts mentioned against their names, towards meeting 

a part of the costs of the ROEC for the financial year 1974-75 :

Member-0rgani sations
Local Indian R s .,
currency

1. Cooperative Federation of Australia A$ 1,000 11 ,507*30
r

2. National Cooperative Union of I ndia. Rs.25,000 25,000.00

3. Dewan Koperasi I ndonesia US$863.32 7,216.30

4* Sepah Consumers' Cooperative of Iran. 5,500.00

5. Central Organisation for Rural
, Cooperatives of Iran . . 1,598.00

'  --------C r - V  ^ ' t ' 2 - 0  o o
6. Central Union of Agricultural

Cooperatives of Ja&aja £1,528 . 91 23,634»4&

7. National Agricultural Cooperative
Federation of Korea US$1,250 10,000.00

8 . Cooperative Union of Malaysia 10,000*00

9.- National Cooperative Council of Sri. Lanka £50 ' 926.50

10. 'Coopei%tive League of Thailand ^   ̂ 8,000.00

,(> ; 108,382.58
~(r-~ 5 -

The member-orga isations in Bangladesh, Pakistan, the Philippines 

and Singapore" are expected to make their contributions in due course.

Requests for similar contributions for the fiscal year 1975-76

‘ J
have been sent out to the member-organisations. The Cooperative Federation

of Australia has already paid its contribution of A$1,000/- (Rs.10,44-5/-) f

for the year 1975-76. f 1— V' 7 -v t  ™

CONTRLBUTTONS TO THE ICA SUS-COMMI^TEE ON AGRICULTURE & TRADE FOR SOUTH­

EAST ASIA

14* For the year 1974-75, contributions have been received from the 

membe reorganisations in Australia, India, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, the Rep.



of Korea, Malaysia, Thailand and Sri Lanka amounting to £4.50/-. Reminders 

have been sent to the membejivorganisations in the other countries.

STAFF CHANGES

15?- The services of Dr. Dharm Vir, Joint ULrector (Education) and 

Specialist in Education Methods in the ROEG have been temporarily lent to the 

ILO till the end of December 1975- The ILO has given a short assignment of 

ninfe months to Dr. Vir as Consultant in Cooperative Education in the 

ILO/SI'DA Project in Colombo, viz., the Cooperative Management Services 

Centre. Dr. Vir will resume his duties on 1st January 1976.

16. Mr. M.V.Madane, Joint Director (Technical Assistance & Trade) has

been allowed to accept a one-year assignment in Afganistan as Cooperative 

Adviser (Credit & Supply) with the FAD with effect from 8th November 1975.

17* Mr. M.K.Puii has been appointed to the ROEG as its Specialist in

Consumer Cooperation with effect from January 1976. Mr. Puri held the 

substantive post of Joint Registrar of Cooperative Societies of Haryana 

State, India. He was the first General Manager of the National Cooperative 

Consumers*' Federation of India and was Managing Director of the Haryana 

State Cooperative Sugar Federation at the time of his selection for 

appointment to the ROEC. He has. long and varied experience of cooperative 

work, having been an Officer in the Cooperative Sefvico- for 25 years and 

served on secondment in various important positions in the Cooperative 

Movement of India. He has also been a Resource Person at our seminars.

He has been trained in Canada and Sweden, specialising in Cooperative

Management and Consumer Cooperation respectively. He is 50 years of age.
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ITEMS. EDUCATION CENTRE

18. SECHON I - - FOLLOW-UP ACTION T i M  OK THE MINUTES 

~OF THE LAST MEETING

Page Para 
No • No.

Summary of the Minute Action taken

10».6 The Swedish Cooperative Centre

should continue to hold its Internar- 
tional Seminars in Sweden so that 
participants from the Region would 

'be r.ble to c'crivc thw r* ’rdnvum 
cdv^ninge from them*

6 11,4*2 The Chairman suggested that

further details re. the proposed 
Asian Conference on Coop. Management- 

to be held in the Philippines be 
discussed between him, the. ROEC and 
the CCE.

The Director, SCC has 
been informed of the 
recommendation of the 

Council. The SCC would 

hold its international 
seminars as and when 
necessaiy. During 
Apiil-May,1976, the SCC 

will be holding the 17th 
International Seminar on 
Leadership through 
Education for ten women 

cooperators from Asia and 
ten from Afri»a.

The SCC has indicated 
that it would like to 
provide training linked 
to current projects.
The SCC would be prepared 
to organise training 

programmes for such 
■projects on the basis of 
the expressed needs of 
the movements in the 
Region rather than the 
SCC itself offering a 
training programme and 
recruiting participants. 
This implies that 
requests for training 
in Sweden should emerge 

from the movements in 
the Region.

The details re. the 
proposed Conference on 
Coop.Management were 

worked out between the 
Chairman of the Regional 
bouncil,the Gen.Manager 
of the CCE and the 

officers of the ROEC.
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Page Para Summary of the Minute Action taken
No. No ♦

7 12.2 Mr. Ismail Gin, Merber for ' Dr. Dharm Vir,■ Specialist in
Malaysia indicated th&t Member Education, was deputed to
ANGKASA would like to get assist ANGKASA in holding their
assistance from IGA ROEC for National Seminar on School
holding a National Seminar Cooperatives,
on School Cooperatives.

11 30 The Director (Education) In spelling out the qualificar-

said thst participants of tions for the participants, it
the Regional Seminar on was suggested that at least one
Agricultural Coop. Marketing of the participants from each
to be held in Japan would, as country should be a full-time
far as possible, be selected managerial person working in the
from the staff of the projects area covered by the Coop,
surveyed by the ICA Study Marketing Societies studied by
Team. the ICA Teams in their Surveys of

Cooperative Agricultural Marketing 
Projects. The countries in which 
such studies were carried out are 
India,Indonesia,I ran,Korea, 
Malaysia, Philippines, Sri. Lanka 
and Thailand.

Three participants were from 
apex marketing organisations 
which were associated with the 
Surveys.

SEC TIC: I I  : REVIEW OF EDUCATION ACTIVITIES - SEPTEMBER 1974- to

OCTOBER 1975 "

1 9 , The period reported on to the lsst meeting was October 1973 to

August 1974- •

2 0 , The following educational activities v̂ ere carried out by the

Education Centre during the period September 1974- to October 1975 :

A • REGIONAL SEMINARS AND CONFERENCES

A. 1 Regional Seminar on the 11 Development of Dairy Cooperatives in 
South-East Asia"

21, A Regional Seminar on the "Development of Dairy Cooperatives in

South-East Asia" was held by the ICA ROEC in collaboration with the
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National Cooperative Union of India and with the assistance of the 

National Dairy Development Board of India at Anand, Gujarat State, India 

from 3rd to 22nd 'February, 1975. eighteen participants from Bangladesh, 

India) Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Philippines, Sri Lanka and Thailand 

attended the sentnar.

22. The seminar programme consisted of lectures, group discussions and 

«
field visits. The field visits were very carefully organised. Participants 

individually selected functional areas of interest to them in the context of 

their jobs and studied these aspects either singly or in groups of two or 

three during field visits under the supervision of a technical officer. The 

results of field studies were then discussed at seminar meetings with 

technical officers. Thus the:seminar was carried out in e  highly practical 

manner.

A.2 Regional Conference on "The Role of Women in Cooperative Development"

23. As part of its contribution to LiN International Women's Year, the 

ICA ROtC and the Cooperative Union of Malaysia jointly held a Regional 

Conference on "The Role of Women in Cooperative Development" at Kuala Lumpur, 

Malaysia, from 21st to 28th July 1975. Seventy-five participants and 

observer^ from Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Nepal, 

Philippines, Pakistan, Singapore, Thailand, Sri Lanka and Papua New Guinea 

attended the conference. The FAO, ILO and UNICEF also sent observers. The 

Conference discussed a wide range of issues which had a direct bearing on 

the fuller participation of women at all levels of the cooperative movement. 

The Conference was divided into five groups, each of which was given a topic 

for discussion. These topics were: women's participation in (i) Consumers'



(ii) Thrift and Credit, (iii) Industrial, (iv) Agricultural Cooperatives 

and (v) i^ucation Programmes for women.

A.3 Regional Seminar on "Agricultural Cooperative Marketing 

with Sepcial Emphasis on Distribution Methods."

24.. A Regional Seminar on "Agricultural Cooperative Marketing with 

Special Emphasis on Distribution Methods" was held in collaboration with the 

Central Union of Agricultural Cooperatives of Japan, the Institute for the 

Development of Agricultural Cooperation in Asia (IDACA) and the National 

Federation of Agricultural Cooperatives (ZEN-NOH) in Tokyo from 2nd to 22nd 

September, 1975. Twenty-two participants from 10 countries and observers 

from Japan in addition to participants and ftwm the ILO Office in Tokyo, 

attended the seminar. The countries represented at the seminar were Bangladesh, 

India, Indonesia, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Nepal, the Philippines,

Singapore, Sri Lanka and Thailand.

25. The seminar dealt mainly with the marketing of fruits, vegetables 

and livestock products.

26. There was a programme of study visits for five days in Korea

organised in collaboration with the National Agricultural Cooperative

Federation (NACF) and another for seven days in Japan, Case studies of
in advance

primary societies visited by the participants were prepare<^by the ROEC.

A.4 Open Asian Conference on Consumer Cooperation

27, An Open Asian Conference on Consumer Cooperation was held in Kuala

Lumpur, Malaysia, from 23rd to'2££h October 1974, in collaboration with the 

Cooperative Union of Malaysia. 11* delegates and observers from Bangladesh, 

India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Nepal, Singapore, Sri Lanka and Thailand 

attended the conference. E5CAP, FAO and ILO sent observers. A special

10



feature of the conference was that it wss conducted on a self-financing 

basis. In view of the foreign exchange difficulties, the ICA provided 

financial assistance to the participants from Bangladesh, India, Nepal, 

Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

28. M  important recommendation of the Conference was that the ICA ROEC

should constitute a .Regional Working Party or Consumer Cooperation to give 

sustained attention to the development of the Consumer Cooperative Movement 

in the Region.

B. NATIONAL SEMINARS AND WORKSHOPS

29. The following five workshops on the subject of "Retail Management 

in Consumer Cooperatives" were held in Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore.

The aim of the workshops was to give practical training in retail management

in consumer cooperatives through lectures and practical work.

9-14 September 1974- Bangkok, Thailand

8-12 October 1974 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

15-If October 1?*74 Singapore

19-25 October 1974 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

11-16 November 1974 Bangkok, Thailand.

30. The Swedish Cooperative Centre made the services of Mr.Rolf Holmgren

and Mr. Bengt Nerlund available to the workshops as Resource Persons. The

member-organisations in these countries met all the local costs.

31. The following subjects were dealt with at the workshops :
C' '

1. Background about the economy
2. Sales Planning •

3. Goods Display
U. Stock Control
5. Leadership
6 . Organisational Structure and Democratic Leadership
7. Comparative Study of Private and Cooperative Shops
8. Warehousing and wholesaling, and
9. Economics of Consumer Cooperatives.

11



*21. Dr. Dharm Vir, Specialist in Cooperative Education, assisted as a 

Resource Person at the Course on School Cooperatives held by ANGKASA in 

Malaysia from 16th to 31st December 1974.

32. Mrs. M.D Cruz, Assistant (Education), assisted at the National
\

Seminar on "The Role of Women in Cooperatives" held by the Cooperative Union 

of Malaysia in Kuala Lumpur on 9th and 10th November 1974. She gave a talk 

on the subject of "Review of Women's Cooperative Activities in South-East 

Asia." She assisted the Union in drawing up a programme for involving women 

in cooperatives.

"33. Mrs.. M.D' Cruz participated as a Resource Person in the National 

Seminar on "How to Raise the Standard of Living - The Cooperative Way" held 

by the Cooperative Union of Malaysia in Penang, Malaysia, from 2nd to 6th 

December 1974-.

34. Mr. Daman Prakash, Assistant (Audio-Visual Education) assisted the 

National Centre of Cooperative Education of the National Copperative Union 

of India (NCUl) in conducting their "Teaching Techniques Workshop" held 

from 25th to 28th January 1975'.

35. Mr. Daman Prakash gave a talk on "jXidio-Visual Education" to the 

participants of the 43rd Basic Training Course at the same Centre from 

12th to 15th May 1975.

C. TEACHERS' DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES 197/1-1976

36. The following three teachers participated in the Teachers' Development 

Programme of 1974-75 :

1. Mr. Supah bin Haji Mohd. Noh,
Senior Lecturer
Cooperative College of Malaysia

2. Mr. Mohd. Abdul Quadir 
Lecturer
Bangladesh Cooperative College

12
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3. Mr. Muhammad Rafique 
Lecturer
West Pakistan Cooperative College.

37. Mr. Supah Noh of Malaysia and Mr. Quadir of Bangladesh were attached 

to the Vaikunth Mehta National Institute of Cooperative Management, Poona.

Mr. Muhammad Rafique of Pakistan was attached to the Cooperative 

College of Malaysia.

38. The following six teachers took part in the Teachers' Development 

Programme of 1^75-76 :

1. Mr. R. Thirunarayanan
Lecturer, Cooperative Training College 
Madras, India.

2. Mr. Imam Chourmain, M. A. S.
Lecturer in History & Practices of Cooperation 
C/o Dewan Koperasi Indonesia 
Jakarta,' Indonesia.

3. Mr. In Joon Seol 
Assistant Professor 
Agricultural Cooperative College 
Kyungki Do, Republic of Korea.

4.. Miss Rosa L. Niduza 
Researcher I
Agricultural Credit & Cooperatives Institute 
College, Laguna, Los Banos, Philippines.

5. Mr. M. G. Siriwardana
Gampaha Cooperative Education Centre 

Gampaha, Sri Lanka.

6. Mr. Thavil Larsprasert 
Senior Lecturer.
Cooperative Training Centre 
Bangkok, Thailand'.

39. In addition to studying the teaching methods, curricula etc.,

being followed by the Cooperative Colleges in Korea, Japan and the Philippines,

the teachers were given an opportunity to take part in the Regional Seminar

on "Agricultural Cooperative Marketing" held in Tokyo, Japan,in September

1975. An eight-day workshop on the use of the case study method was also

conducted for these teachers with the assistance of ACCI, Philippines.
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The teachers were of the opinion that they needed (  J ■ training facilities' 

itnf.botl} the subject matter - . .• the techniques of teaching.

4*. ICVNCUI COOPERATIVE EDUCATION FIELD PROJECT, INDORE DISTRICT,INDIA
I
\

The field project was continued. It is now in its fifth year. Oar 

responsibility for the Project will end on 30th June 1976. The National 

Cooperative Union of India (NCUI) has decided to take over and run the

project from 1st July 1976 with technical guidance from the ICA ROEC.

V
At the 80th Anniversary of the International Cooperative Alliance,

Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, the President of India, commended the p'roject in

the following words :

"I would like to stress in this context the crucial role 
of cooperative education. I am glad to know that the ICA 
which has adopted Education as one of its important 
activities has been providing expertise and sharing its 
experience in organising a pilot project on cooperative' 
education for a selected group of primary societies in 
Indore District of Madhya Pradesh in collaboration with the 
NCUI and the Madhya Pradesh State Cooperative Union. This 
project which was started in February 197-1 has now 'completed 
four years. The results have been so satisfactory that 
the societies themselves have now started coming forward 
to provide additional funds for continuing the programme.
The project has shown mainly that cooperative institutions at the 
primary and district level have to be actively involved in 
the educational work and that an integrated approach should 
be adopted to education whereby emphasis is placed on meeting 
the entire requirements of the families for the agricultural 
operation and for their other occupations to the maximum 
possible extent through the society and in having a farm 
guidance service as an integral part of the services provided 
by the cooperative societies. This is a concrete example 
of how the experience and the resources of international 
cooperative movement, have helped in guiding the cooperative 
movements in the developing countries. I have no doubt 

' that the ICA will continue to assist the countries in this 
region in organising similar cooperative efforts."

41. It is encouraging to note that the NCUI has formilated ten

cooperative education projects in certain less developed States of India

incorporating some of the features of the Indore Project. The Kaira
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District Cooperative Union, Gujarat State, has already started a similar 

project on its own. The ICA also trained a Cooperative Education Officer 

from- Bangladesh with a view to the Bangladesh National Cooperative Union 

starting a similar project. Several trainees from other countries in the 

Region also visited the project and were provided with necessary orientation 

about the project.

E. CONSULTATIVE AND ALLIED SERVICES

42. Mr. J.M.Rana, Director (Education), visited Dacca, Bangladesh from

10th to 13th December 1974 and discussed with the authorities of the 

Bangladesh Jatiya Samabaya Union their proposal to start a Cooperative 

Education Project on the lines of the IC4/NCUI Cooperative Education Field 

Project in Indore, India.

43. Mr. J,M.Rana attended the ICA's 4-3rd International Seminar on the

theme of "Technical Assistance - Need and Response" held in Dresden from 

7 th to 14th September 1975. He presented a Case Study on the ICj\/NCUI 

Cooperative Education Field Project at the seminar.

44- Mr* J.M.Rana visited Nagpur and gave a talk to the trainees of the

Higher Diploma in Cooperation at the D.R. Gadgil Cooperative Training 

College from 14th to 17th August 1975. He also gave a talk to the field 

workers of the Wardha District Cooperative Bank on "Recent' trends in 

cooperative development."

45. Mrs. M.D'Cruz, Assistant (Education), attended the 17th Session

of the Indian Council of Social Welfare at Bombay from 10th to 12th 

January 1975.
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SECTION III : PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITIES FOR JULY 1976 TO JUNE 1977

,V . REGIONAL SEMINARS

46. i-iember-organisations have suggested the following subjects for

these meetings

i) Regional Seminar on Cooperative
Insurance and Promotion of Savings

ii) Effective Teaching Methods to 
Educate and Train Cooperative 
Member and staffs

iii) Participation of Cooperatives 
in Industries.

iv) Inter-Cooperative Trading - 
Domestic as well as Intra- 
regional Trading.

v) Member-Education Seminar for 
f-- Leaders of Cooperatives and 

Teachers of Cooperative 
Institutions.

vi) Youth Participation in 
Cooperatives.

vii) Role of Cooperatives in 
Agricultural Production

viii) Techniques and Methods of
Cooperative Education oc training

ix) Cooperative Management

Central Union of Agricultural 
Cooperatives of Japan.

National Agricultural Coopera­
tive Federation (NACF) of 

Korea.

ANGKASA of Malaysia. 

aNGKaSA of Malaysia.

ANGKASA of Malaysia.

National Cooperative Council 
of Sri Lanka.

National Cooperative Council 
of Sri Lanka.

National Cooperative Council 
of Cri Lanka.

National Cooperative Council 
of Sri Lanka.

47.

The following are recommended ;

Regional Seminar on Cooperative Insurance' and Promotion of Savings

Venue : Japan

Duration : 21 days (1-21 September 1976)

Participants: 25

48. The ICA Regional Office holds every year one seminar in Japan in 

collaboration with the Central Union of Agricultural Cooperatives and IDACA.



Cooperatives of Japan

The above subject has been p»oposed by the Central UnionQjf Agricultural [_ 

with other national organisations of agricultural cooperatives. The seminar 

will have technical assistance from th~ National.Mutual Insurance Federation 

of Agricultural Cooperatives and the Central Cooperative Bank for Agriculture 

and Forestry of Japan.

49. Regional Seminar on Development of Cooperative Industries

Venue : India

Duration : 21 days (March-April 197&,)?

Participants: 25

50. The proposal to hold the above seminar was made at the. earlier ■

#
meetings of the Council and found general acceptance. India has off^t*ed to

* ;
play host. The seminar will deal with all types of -industries, i.e . those 

*

owned by (i) workers, (ii) farmers and (iii) consumers.
B. REGIONAL CONFERENCES
51. Member-organisations have suggested the following subjects for

Regional i i .
the Opei^/Conferences :

i) Expansion of Inter-Cooperative : National Agricultural^Coopera-
Education-..and'-Training tive Federation (NACF) of

Korea-.

ii) The Emergence of Capitalistic ; ANGKASA.of Malaysia
Tendencies in Cooperative 
Enterprises

iii) International Cooperative : National Cooperative Council
Trade. of Sri Lanka.

*

iv) Cooperative Credit : Chairman of the Regional
Council.

52. The following is recommended.

53* Asian Open Conference on Cooperative Credit

Venue : Open

' Duration : One week

54. The response to the two Open Conferences held so far has been

exceedingly encouraging. The first Open Asian Conference on Consumer

17
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Cooperation held in Malaysia was attended by Ilf participants and observers 

of whom a total of 5h, were foreign participants and observers. It is 

expected that over 110 participants and observers will take part in the 

second Asian Conference on Cooperative Management to be held in Manila, 

Philippines.

55. The first Open Asian Conference provided an opportunity to a large 

number of leaders of the cooperative movements in the Region to review recent 

trends and problems, to discuss technical questions and to further develop 

collaboration. The second open conference is ’being held immediately before 

the £*uncil Meeting so that the Council and S&b-Committee members would find 

it easier to attend it. This arrangement may*lie continued in respect of

the third conference now proposed. Its venue should therefore-%e the same 

as that of the Council Meeting in 1976.

56. As in the previous years, the conference vill be held on a self-

financing basis.

57. As suggested by the Chairman of the Council when he visited our

office in September this year, we proposs tfar.t the third Open Conference

should be on the subject of "Cooperative Credit.

C„ TRAINING COURSES

58. On the basis of the recommendations *f the ICA Assessment Team,

the comments received from Council Members on the report and the suggestions 

received from member-organisations, it is suggested that the ICa ROEC holds

two training courses on the following two subjects which are of vital

importance to the cooperative movement. It is suggested that these training 

programmes be conducted at the premises of the ICa ROEC in view of the 

facilities available there.
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59. Training Programme for Teachers of Nati onal Level 
Training Colleges in the Techniques of Teaching ' j

>'v .

Venue : ICA ROEC*,;'' New Delhi

Duration : 2 months (tentative)

Participants; 12 to. 15

60. Training in participative teaching techniques and techniques of 

audio-visual education will be emphasized in the course. Subje*t-matter 

training will also be given to some extent during the seminar period and 

through field visits.

61. The Teachers' Development Programme would now be converted into the 

above training programme and the objectives of the Teachers' Development 

Programme would be achieved through this training course. This course will 

be planned and conducted by the ROEC.

6?. Training Programme on Cooperative Management /’

Venue : I C a  ROEC r New Delhi v

Duration : 2 months (tentative)

Participants : 12 to 15 middle level managers.

63. It is necessary to introduce modern and scientific management into 

cooperative organisations! hence'a course on the above subject'would fill an 

important gap. This programme may serve as a model to the national coopera­

tive training centres which may later on like to incorporate in their courses 

some elements of the above programme and adapt their training programmes 

keeping in view the local situations.

'J. Meeting’ of the Southeast Asian Specialists Group

on Cooperative Training.(SEASPECT)

6 4 .  a s  suggested by the Council meeting held in November. 1974 in 

Colombo, Sri Lanka, SdaSF^CT has been constituted. The representatives of
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the national cooperative training centres of the Republic of Korea, Malaysia, 

Philippines, Sri Lanka and Thailand have been nona/nated as members of the 

Group. It is proposed, to hold a meeting of SEASPECT for one week in February
*

1976. Some lectures by experts will also be arranged for the members of the 

Group on selected aspects of audio-visual education, participative teaching 

technique's,* and modern management techniques.

E. Cooperative Education Materials Advisory Service (CEMAS)

65. In response, to a widely-felt need to improve the supply and quality of 

materials used in* cooperative education and training in the Developing 

Countries, the Cooperative Education Techniques Project was launched in 1973 

by the Head Office'of the International Cooperative Alliance with financial 

assistance made available by the Cooperative League of the U.S.A.

66. The initial task-with which the Project was charged was to carry out 

a survey of educational materials and techniques used in the developing 

countries with a view to identifying the main areas of action required to 

improve the existing situation. As a result of this survey a report was made, 

recommending,inter alia, the establishment, Within the framework of the ICA 

and its Regional Offices, of a Cooperative Materials Advipory Service.

67. As a follow up of the above report, the ICA Head Office and the two

Regional Offices have started the above service. The CEMAS service whose

functions are given below would be supported by advice from the South-East

Asian Specialists' Group on Cooperative Training (SEASPECT).

i) to collect materials, and. information ,en materials 
available to and/or used by cooperative institutions 
in Jteveloping Countries, for the purpose of compiling 
an inventory of such materials;



ii) to provide advice and information regarding the 
use and availability of suitable materials to 
potential users in the developing countries and, 
where possible, to facilitate the exchange of such 

material's; and
/

iii) to produce proto-type materials where special- 
need for such is •. identified.

F. Demonstration. Project in the Field of Teacher Training

68. The teacher training programmes need to be supplemented by a demonStra 

tion project where modern teaching techniques sought to be introduced in the 

Region, could be applied in a selected national cooperative training centre. 

This exercise could result in the identification of the techniques'of 

training teachers relevant to the local situation besides being a source of 

guidance in the field of teacher training. The experience gained from,the 

Indore Project has confirmed that the concepts- amd practices recommended by 

the Seminars should be applied in field projects to test their validity.

G. Proposal to start new Cooperative Education Field Projects /

69. The results of the Cooperative Education Field Projects in India have 

been very encouraging, in terms of its practical acceptance ina-s|R£ch: ss the 

cooperative education programme in India is being revised on the basis of the 

■experience gained from the Indore Project. In view of this, it is felt that 

the search -for educational techniques that are relevant to the local needs 

should continue and therefore that demonstration projects should be 

established in ohe or two other countries of the region and gradually each 

country of the region should have an education field project.

H. Women and Cooperatives

■70. It is proposed to carry out a survey of the role of women and the

extent of their participation in the cooperative movements of a few countries
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of the region as a follow-up of'the recommendations of the Wbmen's Conference 

held in Malaysia in July this year. The aim of' the study would also be to 

indicate how women's'par ticipatian in the cooperative-movement cpn be 

increased*

71i In pursuance of the recommendations of the Women's Conference, it is 

proposed to hold four national basic courses in Cooperation <i*or women 

cooperators. It is recommended that these courses may be organised in 

Sri Lanka, Malaysia, the Philippines and India.

J. National Seminars

72. The following member-organisations have requested ICA assistance
*

for holding national seminars :
, >■

J .l  Malaysia - ANGKASA

Seminar subjects : (i) Integration and the Expansion of the
Cooperative Movement, and

(ii) School Cooperatives.

■<3tH l.anVw - NATIONAL COOPERATIVE COUNCIL

Seminar subjects (i) Cooperative Land Settlements,

(ii) Management of Cooperative Farms, and

(iii) Member education and Training of Teachers.

73. The ROEC will further discuss the question of holding these national

seminars with the member-organisations concerned and give them the necessary 

assistance.
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74. Country-wise break-up of Participants and Observers at ICA Regional 
Seminars and Conferences held during October 1974-November 1975.

Country

Asian 

Conference 
on Consumer 
Cooperation

Oct., 1974

Regional 
Seminar on the 
"Development ' 
of Dairy Coops, 
in S. E. Asia" 
Feb., 1975

Regional 
Conference 

' on "The Role 
of Women in 
Coop.
Development" 

July 1975 .
* H

Regional ' 
Seminar on 
"Agri. Coop. 
Marketing vdtt 
Spl. Emphasis 
on Distribu­

tion Method.s" 
Sept., 1975

Australia — — - -

Bangladesh 2 2 2 2

India 5 5 k 4

Indonesia 8 - 3 1

Iran ’ - - - -

Japan 2 - 3 -

Korea, Rep. of ' - 2 - 3

Malaysia 21 1 5 2

Nepal 1 - 1 1
Pakistan - - 1 -

Philippines - 2 4 1

Singapore 11 - 3 1

Sri Lanka *  1 3 2 3

Thailand 3 3 •3 A

Papua & New Guinea - 1 -

Total

U*\ 18 32 22

OBSERVERS

FAO 1 1
ILO 2 - 1 -

UNESCO - 1 - -

ESCAP 1 _ _ —

UNICEF _ _ I —

OTHERS 61 - - -

TOTAL: 65 1 3 -



24.

ITEM 9-' TEClIFffC/X /.SSIS^/l'GE /i'TD TRADE ACTION

75.

Part_I_

**ction taken on the Minutes of the last meeting

Page 
lio .

Para No. 
of the 
minute

Decision of the Council action taken

a

22

10 27

"The Chairman further suggested 
that the Regional Office should 
collect information on the 
cooperative travel agencies 

operating in advanced countries, 
such ;.s Germany and Denmark, and 
prepare an information and use of 
cooperative travel agencies in 
the Region. 11

It was decided that the Member 
for Iran and the Regional Office 
should coordinate further action 
concerning Asian Cooperative 
Developmen t 32 nk.

:' 11 ua s dec i de d t ha t an Expo rt 
Group be formed by the ICA to
go into i'olio.
up of Resolution 2, para 3 of 
the Top Level Conference) and 
to produce a report on the subject 
An Ad hoc Committee consisting 
of Members for'India, the 
Philippines, Korea, Malaysia and 
Thailand was appointed to 
draft guidlines for the Terms 
of Reference of the Export 
Group .

Information has been 
collected and 
•ompiled. This has 
been brought out in 
cyclostyled form and 
sent to all member 
organisations.

Detailed discussions were 
.held with member-organisa- 
tiohs, governments 'and bank­
ing institutions .in Iran 
ooncerning ACDB. Report at 

para (90 to 98) .

On the basis of the 
refommendations of the 
/id hoc Committee, the 
Regional Office has 
proposed a Study of the 
Ptole of Cooperatives 
in increasing Food 
Production in South-East 
Asia. Report at para 103, 
(Also see appendix "D ")„



PART II

A. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

76 . Important dtr/elopacnts in respect ef technical assistance projects 

handled by the Regional Office are as follows :

Dairy Development Fund for Poona District. India.

77. . An Agreement has been made between the IC.A Regional Office -and. 

the Poona District Cooperative Milk Producers Federation, for the supply 

of skim milk powder worth approximately Indian Rupees Five lakh's

(Rs.500,000) as a part of ICA'e total assistance to this project formerly 

known as the Bhor Project. The powder will be given to the Federation 

over a.period of three years in order to enable the Federation to convert 

the powder into liquid milk for sale during summer months when the fresh 

milk supply is inadequate.

78. The Federation has agreed to create a Dairy Development Fund 

to which the proceeds from the sale of liquid milk, produced from 

this powder, will be credited. Withdrawals from the Fund will be made 

by the Federation in consultation with the I ZA Regional Office.

79. . It is hoped that this Fund will become a source of assistance 

for the further development of cooperative dairying in Poona District.

Fisheries Assistance Pro.iect in Sri Lanka

80. Arr angements are being made to procure a 4-vheel drive Jeep 

and equip it with the necessary tools and instruments to serve as a 

mobile motor repair van for servicing marine diesel, engines.

Fishery Assistance to the Philippines 

81 A project has been prepared for the development of transport,

storage and marketing of fish in the Zambales Province of the Philippines 

and sent to the Head Office for finding a donor organisation. The project

25



envisages assistance through the ICA in the form of a refrigerated motor 

van and a marketing exp-it for c period of cno /ear.

Gift of Incubators for Women Coojerators of Bangladesh 

82. The Swedish Association of Guilds has gifted two incubators each

worth Rs.22,600 to the Rangunia Thana Central Cooperative Association at 

Rangunia (Bangladesh) for the use of women cooperators in Rangunia. The 

ICA Regional Office made the arrangements for the purchase and shipment 

of"the incubators to Bangladesh in the first week of June, 1975.

Gift of Irrigation Equipment to a Bangladesh Cooperative

S3. The Cooperative Maritime Services of Canada has made a gift of

irrigation equipment worth Canadian $2,000 to the Rangunia Thana Central 

Cooperative Association in Bangladesh. The equipment was purchased 

and shipped by the Regional Office to Bangladesh in April 1975.

Gift of Cement to Bangladesh

84. The Swedish Cooperators, through the Swedish Cooperative Centre,

have gifted a sum of Sw.Cr.80,000 for the purchase of cement to the 

Rangunia Thana Central Cooperative Association. The Regional Office has 

requested the International Cooperative Trading Organisation (ICT0)

at Singapore to arrange for this.

Other Projects

85. No progress was possible in the matter of securing assistance

for the other projects formulated by the Regional Office and submitted 

to the Head Office in the previous years.
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B. PROMOTION OF COOPERATIVE TRADE

Cooperative Trade Deyelopny.nt

86. Clearing house functions for the promotion of cooperative trade 

and the supply of information were continued during the year. As the 

ICTO has now become operational, trade enquiries received in the Regional 

Office are being redirected to the ICTO.

Trade Information Bulletin

87. The "ICA Trade News" continued to be issued monthly. The journal 

completed the sixth year of its publication in Jurje 1975.

ILO Project for Cooperative Trade Promotion

88. The International Labour Office (ILO) has prepared a project 

for assisting cooperative trading organisations in the Asian Region.

It envisages the recruitment of three experts for collecting information 

on cooperative trade and organising a workshop and training programmes 

in the Region.

89. The ILO office in Bangkok has discussed the project with the 

Regional Director and .the Joint Director, Technical Assistance and Trade 

The ILO project should prove useful for the development of the activities 

of ICTO.

C. ASIAN COOPERATIVE DEV11LOFMENT BANK

90. Following up discussions at the previous Council meetings,

ICA representatives paid two visits to Iran for detailed discussions with 

cooperatives and government authorities in Iran. The first :visit was paid 

by Dr. S.K. Saxena, Director of the ICA, who was accompanied by 

Mr. R.P. B. Davids, General Secretary of the ICA and i :r. M. V. Madane,

Joint Director, TA&T. During this visit discussions were held with
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representatives of all ICA member-organisations of Iran. During these

discussions general support was expressed by all members to the ACDB

proposal. Mr. Sassani informed Dr. Saxena at this meeting that the

Government of Iran had expressed its support to the proposal.

91. The second visit was paid by the'Regional Director and the

Joint Director, Technical Assistance and Trade, during August 1975.

During this visit, they had discussions on this matter with the Government

and bank authorities in Iran. Mr. J. Sassani, Member for Iran was

instrumental in arranging these meetings was ala.0 as present at these 

meetings.
f2 . These meetings were with the Minister for Cooperatives and Rural

Affairs, the Deputy Governor of the Central Bank of Iran and the

Vice-President of the National Bank of Iran. The Minister and the 
Central

officials of the/Bank were very positive to the idea of forming a 

cooperative development bank for -isia.

93. The discussions revealed that some of the provisions governing

the operation of banks in Iran may prove difficult of compliance.
«

For example, banks permitted to perate as foreign commercial banks are 

required to offer at least GO- per cent of their share capital to 

organisations in Iran and only 40 per cent can be subscribed by 

organisations outside Iran. Secondly, though the Bank Act provides tha’t 

the share capital to be collected and deposited with the Central Bank 

of Iran before submitting the proposal for registration of the Bank 

should be at lfeast (only) 3 million US dollars, the Deputy Governor of 

the Bank informed the ICA representatives that no bank is at present 

registered unless it is able to collect 30 million U. S. dollars'as share 

capi tal.
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94. The Joint Director, Technical Assistance and Trade, visited 

Kuala Lumpur during October ll/75 ':rî  held discussions with

Mr. N. A.Kularajah, President of the Cooperative Union of Malaysia,

and certain officers of the Ministry of Finance concerning this proposal.

It was gathered that the Government of Malaysia would not at present

favour the establishment of new foreign banks. Normally foreign banks

will have to offer $1% of their share capital to local share holders.
for

Although the law provide^_2 million Malaysian dollars as the share 

capital necessary for registering a bank, it was explained that it was 

government's policy to in-sist on a share capital of 5 million dollars. 

However, it was also indicated that in view of the present policies of the 

Government of Malaysia to encourage cooperative development, it may be 

possible to waive some of the conditions depending upon the details 

of the proposal submitted.

95. The discussions in Iran reveal that it is difficult to develop
a

the proposal on the .lines oi]/foreign commercial bank. Even if  certain 

conditions are waived by the Government of Iran, it is very unlikely 

that a bank there can be registered with a share capital of less than 

3Q ’ million US dollars. In the case of Malaysia also, the amount required 

is 5 Eillien Malaysian dollars. •

96. In all +he discussions held in Iran and Malaysia, it was 

generally indicated to us by the parties with whom we had these discussions 

that there would be no difficulty in registering a Bank on the lines of 

the Asian Development Bank (ADB) which will set up an office and engage 

itself in providing development finance to cooperatives in the Region.

Such a Bank would be treated as a Development Finance Institution and
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not all "the .conditions imposed on foreign banks would be applicable to 

such an institution. Such a li-nk will r.ot o-. able to engage itself in the 

normal banking activities of accepting local deposits and doing current 

banking business.

97. On the basis of the above discussions it is proposed that future 

action should be on the following lines ;

A Bank providing both development and trade finance should be 

treated as a long-term objective and the proposal should now be 

developed in the direction of establishing only a development 

finance institution which will raise, internationally, funds 

for development and provide finance for projects sponsored by 

cooperatives in the Region. It would be an Asian Cooperative 

Development Bank on the lines of the Asian Development Bank.

Such a Bank will function only as an office. Its funds could be 

kept or invested in any part of the world, 'The Bank will lend 

against the guarantee of its share holders.

98. As there is support for such a bank from the government and

the Central Bank of Iran, Teheran would appear to be a suitable location 

for the Headquarters-of the proposed Asian Cooperative Development Bank.

D. STUPIDS IE THî  LIVING CONDITIONS OF ThL M^MB&RS OF 
AGRICULTURAL. COOPERATIVES Ifl TKh REGION.

99. Apropos the resolution of the Top-Level Cooperative Leaders' 

Conference in this regard, the Council was informed at its last meeting 

that Indonesia and the Philippines had been selected as the twe countries 

in which studies should be made of the living conditions of the members

of agricultural cooperatives. See appendix 0 for a copy of the Resolution.



1*00. ■ In consultation with the Dewan Koperasi Indonesia (DKI), it 

has been decided that the stud,/ in Indonesia should be made in respect of 

members of agricultural cooperatives producing vegetables around the 

capital city of Jakarta. A similar study should also be made in respect 

of the members of agricultural cooperatives engaged in the production 

of rice.

101 . The Regional Office has requested the DKI to prepare a 

preliminary note giving the basic economic data of the two areas to enable 

the ICA’ to determine the scope of these studies. The preliminary note 

is awaited.

1C2. Philippines; During his visit to Manila in July 1974* the 

Joint Director (TA&T) discussed the proposal with the General Manager 

of the Central Cooperative Exchange, and the members of the staff of the 

Agricultural Credit and Cooperative Institute of the Philippines (ACCI).

It was then agreed that the subject of the study should be selected 

after ACCI had published its findings of a comprehensive nation-wide 

survey it was undertaking, covering all aspects of the rural economy.

A copy of the survey report has not been received yet in the Regional 

Office. As soon as it is received, the selection of an area for a more 

intensive study of the living conditions of the members of agricultural 

cooperatives will be made.

E. STUDI OF TiliL RULe ThE COOPERATIVE MOVeMeIvT COULD PLAf IN THE 
TASK OF INCREASING FOOD PRODUCTION IN THe COUNTRIES SERVED B/
the ic a  regional office for south-east As ia .

103 . Apropos the resolution of the Top-level Cooperative Leaders' 

Conference in this regard and on the basis of the discussion at the last 

Council Meeting concerning the role of cooperatives in creating awareness



among members and the general public of the need for increasing food 

production, the ICA Regional Office has prepared a proposal for 

conducting a Study to determine the role the cooperatives could play 

in this field. An outline of the project is given as Appendix

104, The financing of the Study from the Cooperative Development Fund 

has been approved by the executive Committee of the ICA at its meeting 

in October 1975. The COPAC also is contenpin ting the holding of a 

Symposium on "The Role of Cooperatives in the Development of the

Rural Poor" in 1977. The study proposed to be made by the ROEC should 

be useful for the purposes of the Symposium as well. Action will be taken 

to organise, the study when formal approval is received from the Head Office. 

It is expected in the near future.

F. COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT FJND

105 . In response to the request made at the last meeting for information 

on the steps taken by member-organisstions to create Cooperative Development 

Funds In their countries, repiier hsvci been received from Australia, 

Bangladesh, Iran, Japan (Fisheries Cooperative 'Movement), Malaysia and

the Philippines. While Bangladesh has listed five ways of collecting 

money for the Fund, Malaysia, Iran and ‘Japan do not consider it necessary 

to establish such a fund. In the Philippines, a Cooperative Development 

Fund has been established by a Presidential Jecree datea April 14,197*1, 

and a representative of the Cooperative Movement has been nominated 

to the Managing Committee of the Fund. The Cooperative Federation of 

Australia is in a state of reorganisation and rc-structuring and they 

arc not in a position to give consideration to the establishment of the 

proposed Fund for at least two years, i.e . till the end of 1976.



G. JOINT M T U  RES

106, proposals have been received frcia the movements in the

Region for the establishment of joint ventures with cooperatives of other 

countries in the region, as suggested at the last meeting.
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I • Publications

107 . The following publications heve been issued during the period

under review (July 1974 to October 1975) •

"Cooperation in the United States of America'' by B.K. Sinha.

108 . The publication is an outcome of the study of cooperatives in the

United States of America made by Mr. B.K. Sinha, former Director (Cooperative 

Training) in the Department of Cooperation of the Government of India. The 

Author has analysed, the different sectors <*f the cooperative movement in

the USA and made suggestions which may be adopted by the cooperative 

movements of the developing countries.

"Report of the Regional Conference of Principals ana Teachers 

of National Cooperative Training Institutions-"

109 . This publication contains the Report of the Regional Conference of 

Principals and Teachers of Notional Cooperative Training Institutions held 

in Djakarta, Indonesia, from 12th to 25th June 197';.•

"Cooperative Member Education and Communication."

110. This publication conta .ns the Report of the l.pgion^l Seminar on 

"Cooperative member education and mer.br.r communication" held in Tokyo,

Japan, from April 3-25, 197A. It also includes two case -tudies of Member 

Education and member communication activities of two primary agricultural 

cooperative societies in Japan by Or. Dharm Vir, Joint Director (Education) 

and Specialist in Educational Methods of the Regional Office.
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" Amal carnation of F r i a s A  :ri cultural Coop j natives in the 

Republic of Korea by Lionel O'novrr-’cne..

-<■11. fhe publication is an outcome of a study maee of the amalgamation 

of primary cooperatives in the Republic of Korea. The book explains 

briefly the structure of the agricultural cooperative movement in Korea, 

factors that motivated, and the procedures adopted in, amalgamation. It 

outlines the problems the Korean agricultural cooperative movement faced 

in creating large societies and the problems that are faced by the newly 

established large societies.

"Manual for Study Circle Leaders" by Dharm Vir.

11 2. Tho publication is the third revised edition of this publication.

"The ICA in .South-East Asia" by P.E. Woeraman.

113 . This is a brochure containing information about the activities

of the Interactional Cooperative JJllionc© in the .South-East Asian Region 

and serves as an in :e :ucfr - !’!'e ICA ~.~i-ral Office and Education '

Centre for South-East Asia. It is a revised version of an earlier 

brochure published under the same title.

"A Handbook of Communication and the Cooperative Teacher" 

by Daman Prakash.

114 . The publication is intended to serve as a guide or -handbook for

teaching personnel involved in cooperative education and training programmes 

in the Region. Various aspects of communication, educational tocnnology, 

teaching methods and material have been aiscussed in the book. A number of



illustrations have been included to facilitate the efforts of the users in 

malting their own teaching tools.

"80th Anniversary Celebrations of the ICA - Souvenir.”

115 . The .Souvenir was brought out on the occasion of the 80th Anniversary 

Celebrations of the ICA held on September 20, 1975, at New Delhi.

Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, President of India, was the Chief Guest on this 

occasion. The Souvenir contains the speeches made on the occasion and the 

messages received from the UN Agencies, the international governmental and 

non-governmental organisations, and t'he member organisations of the ICA 

in the Region and the GLU3A's representative in India.

Speeches on Cooperation

Speech No. 13 : Sixteenth Meeting of the ICA Council for South- 

East Asia- - M. Senanayake.

11-6 . It contains the speeches made on the occasion of the inauguration 

of the l 6th Meet ng of the TCA Council for .South-East A.?ia held in Colombo, 

Sri Lanka, on 31st October, 1974 • The speeches made by Mr. F.E. Weeraman, 

ICA Regional Director, Mr. T.3. rlangaratne, Minister of Foreign and 

Internal Trade, and the inaugural address of Mr. Maithripala Senanayake, 

as acting Prime Minister of Sri Lanka, have been inclu ed in this booklet.

Speech-No .14- : "Introducing Indian Cooperative Laws vis-a-vis 

Cooperative Principles" by P.E. Weeraman.

117. The booklet contains the speech made by Mr. P.E. Weeraman 

introducing the book "Indian Cooperative Laws vis-a-vis Cooperative
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Principles" at its ceremonial release by Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, then
✓ ' * 

Minister for Agriculture (and now President of India) on Friday, 26th 

April, 1974-.

Speech No .15 ; "The Aims and Principles of Cooperatives .-and Their 

Application in the Developing Countries" by P.E. Weeraman.

118. This is the text of the lecture given by Mr. P.B. Weeraman at the 

ILO/DANIDA Regional Seminar on "Trade Unions and Cooperatives in Workers 

Education" held by the ILO and Danish International Development Agency

at Ankara, Turkey, from 12th to 24-th March, 1973.

Speech No.16 : "80th Anniversary of the International Cooperative 

Alliance" by F .«. Ahmed.

119 . The booklet contains the speech made by Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, 

President of India, on the occasion of the 80th Anniversary Celebrations 

of the ICA held in New Delhi on 20th September, 1975*

120 . The following two publications were reprinted during the period 

under review

i. "The Cooperative Principles" by P.E. Weeraman.

ii. "The Need of Planning for a Cooperative Set-up"

by P.E. Weeraman (speech No.8).
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I I . Publicity

121. The ICA Regional Bulletin was issued quarterly. The feature 

"spotlight" was continued giving accounts of the following

i. Urban Cooperative Banks in Gujarat,

ii . Seoul Cooperative Dairy Society, Rep.of Korea.

1 iii . The Pigdamber Agricultural Service Cooperative So'ciety, 

Indore District, India, 

iv. The Jido agricultural Cooperative Society, Rep.of Korea.

122. A revised and enlarged brochure containing a comprehensive report 

of the four years of work of the ICA/NCUI Cooperative Education Field 

Project,, Indore, Was brought out in August, 1975*

12 3. A revised "Catalogue of Publications" listing the various 

publications brought out by the RO&EC, along with excerpts of the Reviews 

made on some of the publications, was issued in July, 1975-

I I I . Collection of Cooperative News

124 . The collection of cooperative news from the Region was continued

during the period under review. The news was used in the Regional

Bulletins as well as supplied to the Head Office for use in its journals*

IV. Press Releases . • •

125 . The practice of issuing press releases after the conclusion of

seminars, conferences and other important events was continued. These 

were sent to all cooperative journals in the region.
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V. The Library '

126 . There are over 12,000 volumes, 660 bound periodicals and nearly

«. » 1
'5,000 booklets in the library now. The library subscribes to many 

journals and also receives many on a complimentary basis. Altogether 

200 journals are received by the library. It acts as a clearing house 

of information on books and documentation. The library has been 

extensively use'd by cooperators, cooperative organisation's, students 

arid scholars.

VI. Documentation Serfages

127. During the period under review one issue of the "Annotated

Bibliography" (half-yearly supplement) and two issues of the "Documentation 

Bulletin" (quarterly) were brought out.

V II. Supply and Exchange of Literoture

128 . The library undertakes the exchange of material with other 

libraries. It supplies on request fre6 mimeogratphed material on cooperative 

subjects e.g. background papers presented at the various ICA Seminars and
S

'Conferences. It also acts as a clearing house of cooperative literature 

published by member movements in the English language. The Librarian 

provides background papers on the eocio-economic conditions of the 

countries in the Region.
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V III. Consultative Services

129. The Library maintains close relations with the cooperative
i

libraries of the Region and extenus consultative assistance aa and when 

required by them.

IX . Survey of Cooperative Libraries

130. In continuation of the survey of cooperative libraries, in the 

Region the Librarian visited Iran in September, 1975, and made a study 

of the working of the library of the Central Organisation for Rural 

Cooperatives. He made similar studies in ;3a£sJ?.' and Thailand .in 1974*

X. The Meeting of the Iforking Party of Cooperative Librarians 

and Documentation Officers.

131. The Librarian participated in the Vforking Party's Meeting held 

in Helsinki in September, 1975*

PUBLICATIONS PROGRAMME F02 THE YEAR 1975-76

132. The following publications are under print.

1. "Consumer Cooperation. ’-1

This publication cpntains some selected papers on consumer 

cooperation presented at the Asiari Conference on Consumer 

Cooperation held in Kuala Lumpur in October, 1974, and its 

recommendations.
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2. Tho Roport of the Conference on "The Hole of Wbmen in 

Cooperatives"•

This publication contains the Report of the Regional
■ 'i

Conference on "The Rolo of Women in Cooperatives" held in 

Kuala Lumpur, in July 1975; in collaboration with tha 

Cooperative Union of Malaysia.

3» The Report of the Seminar on "Agricultural Cooperative

Marketing with special reference to distribution methods".

(Phis is the Report of the Regional Seminar oli tfog eot 

held in Tokyo in September, 1975, in collaboration with the 

Central Union of Agricultural Cooperatives of Japan and IDACA.

X33. The following publications ci'Q under preparation*

1. "Readings in Cooperative ManrgQment".

This publication will consist, among others, of papers read

at the Seminars on "Personnel Management in Cooperatives"
\

and "Cooperative Management" held in Delhi and Manila 

respectively,

2. "Development of Dairy Cooperatives".

This publication will contain the Report of, and some 

selected papers presented at the Regional Seminar on 

"Cooperative Dairy Development in South-East Asia" held at 

Anand, India, in February 1975 in collaboi-ptiqn with the 

National Cooperative Union of India.
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134.

135 .

136.

3 . Jldio of vfcmen in Cooperatives" .

This publication will cont-iih some papers presented at the 

Regional Conference on "The Role of Women in Cooperate *es" 

held in  KUala Lumpur, in July 19V5.

4.. "Indian Cooperative Rules vis-a^vis Cooperative Pri,naipl0|" 

by P .E . Weeraman, R.C. Dwivedi and P~* Sheshadi'ii

This is  a companion volume to "Indian Cooperative Lavfa 

vis-a-vis Cooperative Principles" published il> 1973r-74»

Cooperative Series.

Publications dealing with topical aspects of the Movement vtiLXl be 

published under tfcis series,

Speeches on Cooperation.

Important speeches on matters of cooperative importance and interest 

will be issued in this series.

Publicity.

ICA Regional Bulletin - 4- issues w ill be brought out during 

this year. Other publicity material will also be produced.

sm.



ITEM 11 : DECISIONS aND RECOMMENDaTIONS OF THE ICA SUB-COMMITTEE ON 

AGRICULTURE' .JJD TRADh FOR SOJTH-E^ST ASIA

137. The ICA Sub-Committee on agriculture and Trade for South-East Asia
/

is scheduled to meet on 7th December 1975 in Manila, a resume of the 

decisions taken by the Sub-Committee will be given to the Council at the 

time of the meeting.

ITEM 12 ; RELATIONS WITH MEMBER ORGANISATIONS IN THE REGION

138; The ROEC continued to maintain close liaison with member-organisa-

tions in the Region through correspondence, .personal visits, etc.

139. The Regional Director paid a visit to Pakistan from 30th March to

8th April 1975 to acquaint himself with the latest developments in the 

Cooperative Movement there.

I40; The Regional Director, together with the Joint Director (T_n&T),

visited Iran in August 1975 and had discussions with the cooperative leaders 

and bank officials regarding the establishment of the proposed Asian 

Cooperative Development Bank (ACDB).

ITEM 13 RELaTIONS WITH INT^RNATION.X ORG^ISaTIONS

141. Cordial and fruitful relations continued to exist between the ICA

ROEC and the UN Specialised Agencies as well as the non-governmental 

international organisations functioning 'in the Region, More specifically, 

the following instances of collaborations may be mentioned :
K.

M 2. ESCAP: The Regional Director participated as an observer in the

Thirty-first Session of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 

Far -bast (ESCAP) held in New Delhi from 26th February to 7th March 1975.

143. AARRO : The Joint Director (T.’i&T) attended the 5th General Session

of the Afro-Asian Rural Reconstruction Organisation (aaRRO) held in Manila 

from 24th February to 3rd March 1975.

*3 ,
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144. Fi,0 : The Joint Director (P&PR) and Specialist in Agricultural

Cooperation participated in the FAO Expert Consultation on the Development 

of. Food Marketing Systems in large urban areas in Asia held in Kuala Lumpur, 

Malaysia from 24th March to 2nd April 1975.

145. UNITED NATIONS : The Regional Director attended the Regional 

Conference of Non-Governmental Organisations held by the Office of Public 

Information of the United Nations in Bangkok, Thailand from 27th to 29th 

May 1975.

146. • ILO : The Regional Director attended the 8th Asian Regional 

Conference of the ILO in Colombo, Sri Lanka from 30th September to 9th
? I *

Octbb'er 1975. •

147. ICFTU : The Joint Director (P&PR) and Specialist in agricultural 

Cooperation, gave a talk on "The Role of Cooperation in Social and Economic 

Development" at the Training Course of the International Confederation of 

Trade Unions (ICFTU) at Bangkok, Thailand on 30th September 1975.

ITEM. 14 : VENUE AND D,JBS OF THE NEXT 'MEETING

148. The venues and dates of the previous meetings are as follows :

Meeting No. Venue Dates

First New Delhi, India October 20-22, 1961

Second Tokyo, Japan jpxil 13-14, 1962
Third New Delhi, India May 1-2,- 1963
Fourth Tokyo, Japan April 17-18, 1964

Fifth Newra Eliya, Sri Lanka November 18-19, 1964

Sixth New Delhi, India November 25-26, 1965

Seventh Manila, Philippines October 24-25, 1966

Eighth Tokyo, Japan November 2-3, 1967

Ninth Kuala Lumpur," Malaysia November 13-14, 1968

Tenth Tehran, Iran March 1-2, 1969
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Meeting No. Venue Dates

Eleventh Seoul, Rep. of Korea May 8-9, 1970

Twelfth New-Delhi, Irdia ✓ February 17-18, 1971

Thirteenth Melbourne, Au s trali a November 8-9, 1971

Fourteenth Chi en gmai, Thai 1 and November 19-20, 1972

Fifteenth Tokyo, Japan October 30, 1973

Sixteenth Colombo, Sri Lanka November 1-2, 1974.

149. The venue and date of the Eighteenth Meeting may be fixed by the 

Council. Paragraph 37 of the Minutes of the last meeting may be referred 

to in this connection,

ITEM 15 : ANY OTHER MATTER WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE CHAIR

A-*- t
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LIST OF .JPENDICES

Appendix Description of document

A Minutes of the 16th Meeting of the ICA Council for S. E. Asia
held in Colombo, Sri Lanka on November 1 & 2, 19?+.

B Comments received from some Members of the Council on the
Report of the assessment Team.

C Resolutions Nos. 2 and 3 of the iisian Top-Level Cooperative
Leaders' Conference held in Tokyo,Japan in October,1973.

D A Study of the Role the Cooperative Movement could play
in the task of increasing food production in the 
countries served by the ICa Regional Office for South-East 
Asia.



INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE ALLIANCE 
Regional Office & Education Centre 
for South-East Asia
i+3 , Friends' Colony, New Delhi-l1* lU- February 1975

MINUTES OF THE SIXTEENTH MEETING OF THE 
ICA COUNCIL FOR SOUTH-rE.iST ASIA HELD IN 
COLOMBO, SRI LANKA ON NOVEMBER 1-2, 197^

1. The Sixteenth Meeting of the ICA Council for
South-East Asia of the ICA Regional Office Education Centre 
for South-East Asia was held in Colombo, Sri Lanka at the 
Holiday Inn Hotel, on 1st and 2nd November, 197^.

2 . The meeting was formally inaugurated by the Acting
Prime Minister of Sri Lanka, Mr. Maithripala Senanayake, on 
31st October 197*+*. The meeting was presided over by
Mr. N .A .Kularajah, Chairman of the ICA Council for South-East 
Asia . Mr. G.S.Dayananda, President, National Cooperative 
Council of Sri Lanka, welcomed those present. The inaugural 
meeting was also addressed by Mr. ‘T .B .Ilangaratn e , Minister 
for Foreign and Internal Trade, Government of Sri Lanka and 
Mr. P.E.Weeraman, ICA Regional Director for South-East Asia.

3 . The following were present s
Members of the Council

1 . Mr. N .A .Kularajah , Chairman and Member for Malaysia,
2 . Mr. I.Hunter, Member for Australia,
3* Mr. Faizur Rahman Khan, Alternate Member for Bangladesh, 
5+. Mr. A.M .Yahya, Member for Bangladesh,
5« Mr. R .G .T iw ari, Member for India,
6 . Mr. Eddiwan, Men.ber for Indonesia,
7* Mr. Djoko Basuki, Member for Indonesia,
8 . Mr. J .Sassan i, Member for Iran,
9* Mr. S.Matsumura,., Member for Japan,

10. Mr. Byung Hang Choi, Member for Korea,
11 . Mr. Tal Chun Hong, Member for Korea,
12 . Mr. Ismail Din , Member for Malaysia,
13* Mr. B .P .F austino , Member for the Philippines,
1*+. Mr. M .G.Yadao, Alternate Member for the Philippines,

15* Mr. Mak Kam Heng, Member for Singapore,
16 . Mr. Koh Watt Seng, Member for Singapore,
17* Mr. G.S.Dayananda, Member for Sri Lanka,
18 . Mr. L .M .J .d e  Silva , Member for Sri Lanka,-
19* 'Mr. Pradit Machima, Alternate Member for Thailand,
20.. Mr. Kitty Panich, Alternate Member for Thailand.



Special Invitees

,1. Mr-.A.1C.Isaac , Member for Singapore, ICA Sub-Committee
for Agriculture & Trade, Singapore,

2. Mr.H.Togawa, Managing Director, IDACA, Tokyo,
3 . Mr.Y.Daneau, Member,, ICA Assessment Team,

Mrs. L .Stettner, Secretary/Rapporteur, ICA Assessment
Team.

ICA Regional Office Staff

,1 .  Mr.P.E.Weeraman, ICA Regional Director for S .E .A s ia ,
2. Mr .J .M .Rana, Director (Education),
3 . Mr.M.V.Madane, Joint Directo.r (TA&T).

Absent

1 . Mr. .laved Ahmed QUreshi, Member for Pakistan. 

In ':attendance

1 . Mr.Shiro- Futagami, Assistant Manager, International
Dept., ’ Central Union of Agri. Coops./Tokyo ,

2. Mr'.Sharbabaki Khan, Sepah Consumers Cooperative,Tehran,
3 . Mr.A.H.Ganesan, Personal Assistant to Regional Director

ICA RO & EC,. New Delhi.

Agenda Item Mo.I ; WELCOME " -

b. Mr. G.S.Dayananda, President of the National Cooperative
Council of Sri Lanka, welcomed the Members of the Cduneil to 
Sri Lanka and thanked them for accepting, his invitation to 
hold the meeting in Colombo.

Agenda Item No. J i t INTRO DU CT OR Y REMARKS BY MR,P .E . WEERAMAN

5. Mr. P.E.Weeramah, ICA Regional Director'-fof S .E .A s ia ,
welcomed the Members of the Council to the Sixteenth-'Meeting.
He also welcomed the Members, of the Assessment T6am &nd the 
special invitees to the meeting. H6 thanked the host organi-’ 
s^tion? the National Cooperative Council cf Sri Lgnka and
its President,. Mr .Dayananda, for the excellent hospitality 
and courtesy extended, by them. He said that fo r ' the ' first 
time the Council is being represented by two members'from 
each movement, one representing the agricultural'and'the 
other the’ non-agricultural sector, of the 'movement, and hoped 
th^t the expansion of' the Council w ill njake it  ihore represen­
tative of the movements in the Region. He Welcomed the new 
members of the Council.
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Agenda Item No .I I I  : CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE
FIFTEENTH MEETING HELD IN TOKYO

6 . The minutes of the Fifteenth Meeting of the ICA
Council for South-Eas-t As,ia' (then known as- the ICA Advisory 
Council for S .E .A s ia ) held in Tokyo, Japan on 30th October 
19 73j which had be'en circulated earlier , were, -confirmed.

Agenda Item No«IV : BACKGROUND PAPERS ON THE COOPERATIVE
MOVEMENT OF .EACH COUNTRY

7» Papers giving information on the latest developments in
the Cooperative Movements of their* countries were presented 
by the members for Australia ,India , Iran, Indonesia, Japan, 
Republic of Korea, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore,
Sri Lanka and Thailand. The Member for Bangladesh did not 
prepare a paper. He informed the meeting that his government 
had accepted the Cooperative Sector as one of the key sectors 
for the development of the economy. To develop a true 
cooperative movement, the nomination of directors in  apex 
level cooperatives and other bodies of the government had 
been abolished. The cooperatives were run by elected board 
members* He thanked the Regional Director of the ICA for 
helping his Union to redraft the bye-laws of the Union and 
hoped that this would bring unity among the different sections 
o f the movement.

Agenda Item No. y : ADMINISTRATION SECTION

8 . The information given in the agenda notes was noted by 
the Council. The Regional Director informed the meeting that 
the member-organisations in  Singapore and Thailand had also 
agreed to contribute to the funds »f the Regional Office .
The meeting requested the Regional Director to follow-up the 
question of contributions from member organisations to the 
funds' of the Regional Office and requested the member organisa­
tions to confirm their contributions and remit them early to 
the Regional Office.

Agenda Item NoiVI : EDyATION CENTRE

9. Act:'on taken on the minutes of the last meeting relating 
to educational activities was noted.

10. The Council noted the following activities :

10 .1  The Asian Top-Level Cooperative Leaders Conference held 
in  Tokyo, Japan, in  October 1973 and the follow up action taken
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on the recommendations made by the Conference, specifically 
the guidelines presented by the Government ofy Ifndia on Co-opera­
tive legislation in  conformity with one of the -recommendations 
of the Conference and based on the ICA. Regional O ffice 's  
publication: "Indian  Co-operative Laws vis-a-vis Co-operative 
Principles

10.2, The Regional .Seminar pn "Member Education and Member 
Communication" with special reference to Japan held in  Tokyo, 
Japan-, fjrom April 3 to 2^ , 197*+ in  collaboration with the 
Central Union of Agricultural Cooperatives' and the IDACA.

10 .3  The Regional Conference, of Principals of National 
Cooperative Training, Institutes and Selected Teachers of : 
Cooperative Training Colleges held at Jakarta, Indonesia, ‘from 
12th'-to 25th June ,197^. "This Conference adopted a draft 
Constitution for the proposed Specialist Group on Cooperative 
Training. This Constitution was approved by; the Council 
unanimously with a slight modification.

1 0 . On the seminar evaluation reports presented to the 
Council, the Chairman doubted i f  any useful purpose would be 
served by asking the participants, to f i l l  in  evaluation 
questionnaires. He felt that only senior participants attending 
Experts ' Conferences co.uld make proper evaluations and added 
that participants are likely to give only praiseworthy remarks 
in  view of the nice treatment given them.

10.U-.1 The Regional Director informed the meeting that the 
Regional Seminars of the ICA are- attended by senior people and 
that- their conclusions are of a mature nature, and that....they 
are in  a position to make, proper evaluation of the organisation 
of seminars, the paperq presented,, their programmes, study 
visits etc. The Member fp'r Australia supported the view of 
the Regional Director, and said that evaluation by senior level 
.participants would be very useful. The Director (Education) 
said that the objective of the evaluation exercises is to 
improve the quality of future seminars and with this aim in  
view, the participants are given an opportunity to express their 
views on the organisation of the seminar as a whole. He felt 
that evaluation questionnaires should be circulated among all 
the seminar participants irrespective o f'their  seniority, since 

'getting a feed-back is important in  any educational programme. 
The Member for Thailand said that he .attended the P rincipals ' 
Conference held in  Jakarta and found that the evaluation was 
very useful.
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1 0 .5  The Director (Education) informed the meeting about 
his attending the AGITC00P meeting and the FAO Symposium on the 
"Promotion of Cooperatives in  Developing Countries" held in  
Budapest, Hungary fror 2nd to l^fth September 197*4-, and gave a 
resume of the important discussions held in  these two meetings.

1 0 .6  ICA/SCC National Seminars on "Agricultural Cooperative 
Marketing" held in  Sri Lanka, India and Bangladesh. The Council 
felt  that the participants from the Asian countries would be 
greatly benefited by attending the International Seminars held 
in  Sweden and from the practical experience gained by visiting 
the cooperatives in  Sweden. The Council recommended that the 
Swedish Cooperative Centre should continue to hold its Inter­
national Seminars in  Sweden so that participants from the Region 
would be able to derive the maximum advantage from them.

10 .7  An Executive Development Seminar held by the Malaysian 
Cooperative Insurance Society h;'"' « in  Kuala Lumpur in  June 197*+ 
in  which the ICA R0 &  EC had collaborated.

10 .8  The Consultancy services rendered by the staff officers 
of the Regional Office.

10 .9  ICA/NCUI Field  Project in  Cooperative Education. As 
suggested at the last meeting, a concrete case for extending 
tije duration of the Project was put up to the Council. The 
Council approved of the extension of the project by one more 
year, v i z . ,  July 1975 to June 1976.

Section I I I  : PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITIES FOR JULY 1975-JUNE 1976

11.  The Council approved of the following activities
scheduled for the financial year 1975-76 :

1 1 . 1  Regional Seminar on "Agricultural Cooperative 
Marketing with special emphasis on Distribution"

Venue : Japan
Duration : 21 days in  September 1975
Participants: 25

This seminar w ill be held in  collaboration with the 
Central Union of Agricultural Cooperatives and the IDACA.

1 1 .2  Regional Seminar on "the Role of Women in  Cooperatives"

Venue : Malaysia
Duration: 2-3 weeks i:* 1 ' . 5

‘ Participants: 25

The Chairman said that Malaysia would be glad to host 
this seminar, and the time and other details could be worked
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out by the ICA RO & EC and the, Cooperative Union of Malay -ia.

OR

11 .3  Regional Seminar on "The Development of Cooperative
ihdustries"

Venue : India
Duration: 21 days in  May 76
Participants: 25

11,*-'- Asian Conference' on Cooperative Management

'/enue : Manila, Philippines
Duration: 3 days in  November 1975

(T9 - 21 November,1975)
Participants: To be nominated by the Member

Movements

11.U-.1 The Chairman suggested that this Conference be held on 
a self-financing basis and that it would be very useful to the 
movements in  the region. He said that the recent Asian Conference 
on Consumer Cooperation held in  Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia was a 
grand success judging from the number of participants who 
attended it .

1 1 .^ .2  The Chairman further said that conferences of this 
nature would not seriously affect the ICA financially as the 
costs of organising conferences of this type would be minimal.
He said that a conference fee of US $10 should be charged from 
the participants to meet the secretarial costs. He suggested 
that further details of the' proposed conference could be', 
discassed between ft ^  Central■ Cooperative
Exchange. The Council unanimously agreed with this proposal.
The Member for che Philippines invited the RO &  EC to hold the 
Conference in  his country which was accepted with thanks.

National Seminars

12 . The Director (Education) requested the member movements 
to send, their requests' to the ICA RO&EC for holding national 
seminars on. trpics cf interest to them. He me itioned that 
notice of a minimum of six to eight months is necessary, if  
resource persor . rom Sweden are to be secured.

1 2 .1  The Director (Education) mentioned that requests frr 
national seminars from the member movements were now less than 
before. The Chairman mentioned that one of the reasons for 
this may be that the member movements are holding the national 
seminars on their own.
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12 .2  Mr. Ismail Din, Member for Maiayaia , indicated that 
ANGKATA'would like to geo assistance from the ICA RO & EC for 
holding a *Taoional Seminar on School Cpoperatives.

TEACHERS EXCHANGE PROGRAMME

13. The Council approved o^ the continuation of this *
programme as recommended by the Conference of Principals held 
in  Jakarta,Indonesia in  June 197^.

ICA/NCUI CQ0PERATI T1C EDUCATION FIELD PROJECT

1*+. This project would he continued for one more y e a r ,i .e .
up to June 1976.

REGIONAL COOPERATIVE HOUSING RESEARCH PROJECT

15* The Regjfonal Director read out a letter from the
Director of the Alliance where he had indicated the desire rf 
the International Cooperative Housing Development Association 
(ICHDA) and the ICA to have a research project to strengthen 
the existing housing programmes in  the developing countries of 
the region, and to improve housing and family planning schemes 
in  these countries. The project would cover India, Bangladesh, 
Sri Lanka, Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and Iran. 
This, the Regional Director said, had been planned as a follow- 
up of the recommendations made at the Housing Seminar held in  
Kuala Lumnur in  1970. He requested the collaboration of the 
member movements in  this project. The Council welcomed the 
proposal madd by the ICA and the ICHDA, and requested its 
members to ask their respective member-organisations to extend 
a ll  possible assistance to the sponsors of the project in  its 
implementation.

Agenda Item No. V II  : TEC^rnCAL A F F IA N C E  AND TRADE

16. mhe Council reviewed the activities of the Technical 
Assistance and Trade Section during ,the period under discussion 
and noted the follow-up action taken on the recommendations 
made at the last meeting of the Council.

TECHNICAL A* DISTANCE

17. r-he Council noted that the ICA and the German Coopera­
tive Consumers Congress •"•'had agreed to gift some quantity of 
ski,7i milk powder to the Bhor Dairy Prcject to enable the Dairy 
to c ivprt the powder into fresh milk in  the lean months.
The revenues obtained -from the dale of additional milk would 
help the Poona Milk Federation in  clearing its old iQbt.
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18 . The Council noted, th^t the ICA had now agreed to make
a grant of £5,000 to the Ceylor (Sri Lanka) Cooperative Fish 
Sales Union ^ or purchasins various items of fishing equipment 
required by them The Re onal Di ector informed the meeting 
that the Confederation des Organismes de Credit Maritime Mutuel 
«f France had agreed to contribute £2,000 and the oalance 
£3,000 would 'be .granted by the ICA from its Development Fund.
The Member for Sri Lanka thanked the ICA and the donor Coopera­
tive organisation in  France for this assistance.

19- The Chairman suggested that the assi'tance' rendered by
the ICA through the Malaysian Cooperative Insurance Society 
Malaysia to the Filipjno Cooperative Movement for the establish­
ment of a Cooperauive Insurance System should also be- recorded, 
^he assistance rendered by the ICA in  the formation and develop­
ment of Cooperative Insurance in  the region, he said, should 
also be recorded. The Member for the Philippines thanked the 

.^ICA and the Chairman, I n  his capacity as the General Manager of 
•the.MCIS, for the assistance given them in  setting up a 
Cooperative Inrurance System in  the Philippines.

COOPERATIVE TRADE

20 . Information given in  the agenda on: the promotion of 
Cooperative Trade in  the region such as the issue of trade 
inf ormation bu lletin s , discussions with I^TTERCOOP' AT® ATAF 
and the contacts provided to different organisations for- 
promotion of trade was noted.

21 . The Chairman suggested that coordination between
different cooperative travel agencies, in  the Region would be 
v ital for the development of cooperative travel, and suggested 
that the Joint Director ( Tec1' lical A.°sis tance and Trade) should 
collect all the relevant information relating to cooperative 
travel in  the region and assist the cooperative travel organi­
sations to contact each other with a view to increasing their 
business turnover to the mutual advantage of the cooperatives.
The Chairman further suggested that the Regional Office should
c'ollect information on the cooperative travel agencies operating 
in  advanced countries, sue? as Germany and Denmark, and prepare 
an information glossary for the information and use of coopera­
tive travel agencies in the Region. The Council unanimously 
agreed with this oroposal cf the Chairman and requested the 
Regional Office to take necessary action in  the matter.

\

AdI4>' COOPERATIVE DEV^LOPM1̂  BÂ TC (AGP?)

2;2 . The Council was informed by the Joi^t Director (TA&T)c:':
the work done so- far for the e tablishment of the ACDB. He
said th-̂ t there was now a better understanding of the ACDB 
propo°al due to the discussions recently ield at various



regional and international meetings organised to discuss 
cooperative credit. The Chairman remarked that this parti­
cular topic was on the agenda of several Council meetings, 
and the time bad now come to take concrete action as had beencV: 
regarding the ICTO. He suggested that some leading members of 
the Council connected with banking busirless, like the Member 
for Iran (General Sassani), and Mr. Ismail D in , the Membey for 
Malaysia, should take the initiative to -set up this Bank.'
He said that Iran  is now in  a position to give assistance due 
to her strong financial position. He suggested that the Member 
for Iran should help the Regional Office in organising a 
meeting cf promoters in  Tehran. The Member for Malaysia,
Mr, Ismail D in , suggested that Japan should also be included in 
the meeting of promoters, as cooperative banking is quite 
advanced in  that country. The suggestion of the Chairman was 
welcomed by the members. The Member for Iran said that he 
would study the regulations etc. in  Iran and in  due course 
coordinate with the Regional Office about further action in  
the matter.

JOINT VENTURE^ BETWEEN COOPERATIVE MOVE HEISTS

23 . The Joint Director (TA&T) requested the members to
persuade their movement^ to send to the Regional Office 
concrete suggestions on the specific fields in  which they would 
like to establish joint ventures with other cooperative 
movements. The Member for Sri Lanka indicated that his movement 
would be very interested in establishing a joint venture for 
the production of fertilizers and requested the Regional Office 
to help his movement.

COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT FUND

2b. The Joint Director (TA&T) requested the members to
send to the Regional Office information on the various steps 
taken by them for the creation of Cooperative Development Funds 
in  their respective countries.

FOLLOW UP/TIIE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE TOP-LS'^L CONFERENCE

25 . The Council was informed of the follow up action taken 
on the resolutions adopted by the above Conference, concerning 
Long-Term Agricultural Development Programme through Agricul­
tural Cooperatives and Technical Assistance.

26 . Referring to the Resolution on "the Promotion of 
Agricultural Cooperatives in  the Region" (Resolution 2 , para 3)? 
the Chairman suggested that the Regional Office should under­
take a study of "How the Cooperatives can help to create an 
awareness among the members and general public of the need for 
increasing food production," and the Chairman said that such-



10

a stuclv will be most helpful in  the Dresent situation of 
wor-ld-wide scarcities and shortages of foodgrains. ^he member 
for- India said that this particular aspect of increasing food 
production is bein^- n 3tQc1 o^errnn^rts of tne
countries of the Region. The Chairman said that e'ven though 
the governments were loing this, the cooperatives should 
sup-olement the- efforts of the governments to reach the ultimate 
gcal «f self-sufficiency, ^he Member for Australia supported, 
the proposal of the Chairman. The Member ^or Bangladesh, .while 
supporting the proposal said that a programme or this line is 
being attempted ir the Chittagong district, of his country.
The Member for Japan said ir view of the overall scarcity 
of -’ice in  the' world, tie Japanese 'Vovernm'int had lifted  the 
restriction on rice ■production and farmers would be encouraged 
to produce more ri^e from March 1975- Re a reed with the 
proposal made by the Chairman to .^ake a study of the question 
under discussion.

27 . It was decided th...t an Expert Group be formed by the 
ICA to go into this question and to produce a report on the 
subject. An Ad hoc Committee consisting of the Members for 
India , the Philippines, Korea, Malaysia and Thailand was 
appointed to draft guidelines for the Terms of Reference of 
the Expert Group. The Chairman- requested the Ad hoc Committee . 
to meet immediately after the- Council meeting to discus^ the 
guidelines for preparing the Terms of Reference. It  was 
decided that based on the suggestions of the above Ad oc 
Committee, the Regional Office should ‘’inanise the Terms of 
Reference and take ^urther action for constituting an Expert 
Group.

IWTE7^ATI0*TAL C DQPT.UTrre TRADING Q R G A ^A T IQ ?1 (ICTO)

28 . The Joint Director (• AAi) irformed the meeting of the 
work lone by the ICTO ""oard froip the date of registration of 
ICTO. Re also informed the Council of the r 0 ird's decision to 
request its members to remit 2Q>% of the ?hare capital s^bscribe^ 
by them to ICTO’ s bank account. He also added that “’ri Lanka 
had agreed to apply for the me-nbership of ICTO. He also 
expected Iran, Thailand and India to join the ICTO in  due course. 
He stnted that action would now be take to issue hares etc. 
through the Company Secretary of the Organisatior.- The Member 
for the Philippines j who was also the Chairman of th-0 Select . 
Com ittee which was in  charge o^ setting ip of the ICTO, 
informed the meeting that the -Board had decided that there would 
be only one nominee on the Board from each organisation, 
irrespective the size of the share capital subscribed by it.. 
Another decision of the Board, he informed, was to exclude 
non-cooperatives from the membership of the ICTO.

2 9 . The Council recorded its appreciation of the spade
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work done by the Chairman and the members of the Select 
Committee for the establishment of the ICTO. nhe Council also 
placed on record it °  ̂ nrtcia+ior of th° assistance given by 
the Singapore National Cooperative Union and its affiliates  
to the Select Committ°e in  its work.

SURVEY OF AGRICULTURAL COOPERATI'/E MARKETINC PR0J5CmS-FOLLOW-UP

30 . mhe Member for Japan informed that as a follow-up 
action on the Survey held in' Korea, two additional seats would 
be given to the Korean Movement at the next Regional Seminar on 
Marketing with emphasis on Distribution to be held in  Tokyo in  
1975". mhe Director (Education) said that participants this 
particular semina10 would, as far as possihle, be selected from 
the staffs of the projects surveyed by the ICA Study Team.-

Agenda Item No. V I I I  : PUBLICATIONS AND PUBLIC RELATIONS SECTION

31 . While reviewing the work done by the Section during the 
last year, the Chairman said that the section had done a very 
good job this year and the publications of + he R0 & e p  were 
comprehensive and useful. He ^ited the example of the Report
of the Asian Top-Level Cooperative Leaders1 Conference held in 
Tokyo last year, and recorded his appreciation of the work d*ne 
by this section. The Member for India agreed with the Chairman 
and said that the publication on "Indran Cooperative Laws vis-a- 
vis Cooperative Principles" 1-ad b^en found very useful by his 
movement in  changing the policies of the Government. He 
suggested that the ICA should b^irg out a publication to educate 
the Ministers on cooperative policy. The Regional Director 
said that if  any member organisation wanted the assistance of 
the ICA Regional O^ic.e in its iiscussions with the Government 
in  regard to policy eoc. ,  th~ ICA jould be glaa to give any 
assistance possible. The Member f frrxSingapore said that a 
publication to educate the Registrar of Cooperative Societies 
about his duties, rights, etc. could al^o be very useful. The 
Member ^or the Philippines expressed his appreciation of the 
publication bringing out the Report of the Top-Level Conference 
" in  such a short tim e." He suggested that copies *§ this pub­
lication  should be gent to all governments in  the Regi^h. 
mhe Regional Director thanked the members for their appreciation 
of the work of this section.

32 . The Council noted that the following publications 
would be brought out during the year July 197^-June 1975- :

i .  Readings in  Cooperative Management,
i i .  Pre-Testing and Evaluation of Communication Material, 

i i i .  Cooperation in Japan
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iv) Cooperative Series, 
v) Speeches in  Cooperation, and

vi) ICA Regional Bulletin  - four issues.

Agenda Item No. IX  : DECI >13'^ AT© RFC O' NATIONS OF THE ICA
SUB-COMMITTEE FOR AGRICULTURE &  TRADE

3-3. The Chairman of the Sub-Committee for Agriculture and
Trade briefed the Council on the important recommendations that 
had been-made .by the- Sub-Committee at -its meeting held, on 

31st October 197*+.

Agenda Item No. X : RELATIONS WITH MEMBER ORGANS AT IQ?E IN 
n THE REGION

3*+. • The Information given in  the agenda notes was noted, by 
the Council.

Agenda Item No. XI s RELATIONS WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS

35* The information given in  the agenda notes was noted
by the Council.

Agenda Item No. X II : DISCUSSIONS WITH THE I.CA ASSESSMENT TEAM

36 . The Council was informed, of the ihability  cf the
Chairman of the Assessment Team, Prof. K.F.Svardstrom, to be 
present at the meeting. The members expressed, the vie’/ thait ' 
they would like to hold separate discussions with the Assess­
ment Team. Therefore it was decided, that the Team should, hold 
separate interviews with e.ach country 'delegation on the 3rd 
November 197*+.

Agenda Item No. X III  : 7EHUS AT’ID DATES OF THE NEXT MEETING
v «£ ,

37- The Member for -the-Philippines invited, the Council to
hold its next meeting, Seventeenth in  the series, at Manila, 
Philippines. The Member for Iran said that they would like to 
host the Council Meeting in  1976 and the Member for Indonesia 

"invited. tHfe1>Council to hold its meeting in 1977 in  his country. 
The Council thanked, these members for their invitations and 
accepted the invitation of the Member for the Philippines to 
hold the next meeting in  his country. The other two invitations 
were accepted on a tentative basis.

Agenda Item No.- XIV ; ANY OTHER MATTER WITH THE PERMISSION
OF THE. CHAIR

38 . ' M r .' Weeraman, the Regional Director, thanked, the
National Cooperative Council of Sri Lanka for playing host to 
the meeting and for the wonderful hospitality extended, by them
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to the Council Members and the ICA staff.

39. Mr. Weeraman added that he would be retiring before
the next meeting of the Council and lie would therefore take
the opportunity to thank the Chairman and a ll  the Members of 
the Council for the support, guidance and collaboration given 
by them to him during his tenure of office as Regional Director

U-0. The Chairman expressed his thanks to the hosts, the
National Cooperative Council of Sri Lanka, for hosting the
meeting.

U-l. The Chairman, on behalf of himself and all members
of the Council, expressed his deep appreciation of Mr.Weeraman' 
work and said that during his six years' tenure as Regional 
Director "he has done a lot for us. He has guided the Regional 
Office in  many ways with various activ ities ," and said that 
"the Council has seen a marked improvement in  the activities 
of the Regional Office during his period as Regional Director." 
He said that as he felt very sentimental about Mr.Weeraman’ s 
retirement, he was unable to express as fully as he wished to 
and expressed his sincere gratefulness to Mr.Weeraman for his 
services to the ICA and to the movements in  the Region and 
requested the members to express their appreciation of 
Mr. Weeraman’s services by applauding. The members responded 
with loud applause.

b 2 . Mr. Weeraman again thanked the Chair and the other
members of the Council for their appreciation of his work.

^3 . The Meeting then terminated v>fn a vote of thanks to
the Chair, which was passed unanimously.

V
/

P.E.Weeraman 
ICA Regional Director and 

New Delhi, Secretary, ICA Council for S .F .A s ia
February 1^ ,1975



APPENDIX "B"

fiOMMENTfl OF THE MFMRF.Rfi OF THE ICA REGIONAL GO UN GIL FOR SOUTH-EAST 

iiSlA ON THE ^SSBSaoLiJT RETORT

1. INDIA

1.1 National Cooperative Union of India. New Delhi.

The focus of assessment of the Team appointed by the I .G fA. 
to cariy out the assessment of work of I.C .A , Regional Office and Education 
Centre, New Delhi, was to recommend major shift in the emphasis in the work 
of ROEC and to re-define its functions. The report deals with various 
activities which the Regional Office is carrying out at present and have made 
suggestions as to how and in what direction these activities should be 
modified so that the Regional movement and the member organisations may be 
more benefited, keeping in view at the same time the limited financial 
and human resources at the disposal of the ROEC. A brief of the recommenda­
tions is given below:-

Shift in Bnphasis

(a) The work of the ROEC must relate to a greater degree than

in the past on the initiative and activities of the member organisations 

in order to satisfy their differentiated requirements.

(b) The future activities of ROEC must be more oriented to

the needs of the national movements so as to turn the office responsive to 
the needs of member organisations. The Regional Office must also encourage 
the member institutions to take initiatives in line with and according to 
maturity and economic viability of member organisations.

These are important recommendations since they give a definite 

direction to the Regional Office to make their programmes in tune to the
needs of member institutions and also to make efforts to accelerated growth
of cooperative institutions in the countries of the region.

Keeping in view the above broad directions the team made the 
following recommendations on various subjects:-

1 . EDjjCATION

(i) The ROEC should lay greater emphasis in organising National
Seminars as they have several distinct advantages viz. (i) they
are more tailored to the more specific needs of member organisa­
tions and (ii) they eliminate the problem of language. The ROEC
may assist member organisations in holding seminars by assisting 
them to plan and organise programmes, circulate advance information 
throughout the region, providing background materials and resource 
persons and circulating the report of the seminars.
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(ii) Referring to the Seminars having sub-regional 

character, the Assessment Team appointed out that 

"the distinction is roughly between the Eastern
and Western part of the Region" and recommended that 
ROEG may organise sub-regional seminars as such 
seminars have various advantages i .e .

(a) facilities the choice of more specialised subjects,

(b) selection of more homogeneous group of participants,

(c) " member institutions will shoulder more responsibility
for the success of the seminars and

(d) saving of travel .cost.

It is though an important recommendation but the 
division and distinction of region as Eastern and Western is not 
very rational-.

(iii) The Team recommended that Regional Seminars should 
continue to be the most important activity of- education centre. 

Their value lie s 'in ’ (a) broader perspective provided on the 
regional movement (b) plateform for generating the new ideas
(c) coordination of view and (d) rich documentation.

The Team rightly recommended that the subject of the selection 
for the regional seminars should be made in consultation with the 
member organisations, keeping in view that the subjects selected are such 
that they are both specific and of interest to the participants in the 
broader prospective of development problems of the region. The Team also 
recommended that the approach in the regional seminars should be more 
practice-oriented beginning, of course, with theoritical discussions.

As regards the selection of participants for the Regional 
Seminars the team has recommended that "although the member 
organisations must make the selection, the ROEC can refer back for further 
consideration those nominates which -it̂  feels to be either over qualified 
or under qualified". The Team further recommended that selection of same 
candidate-for participation in more than one seminar should be avoided 
to provide opportunities to spread as widely as possible. It also 

suggested that teachers from national cooperative college and training 
institutions should also be nominated for regional seminars in addition 
to others.

Another important recommendation relating to the 
regional seminars is that background papers should be got prepared and 
circulated quite in advance which should be more analytical and problem- 
oriented. As regards resource persons for the regional seminars the 
team recommended that resource persons from outside the region should be 
better briefed on local conditions. The team preferred a mix lecture from



abroad as a source of new ideas and from the region as a source 

of more specific knowledge of local problems.

These suggestions are intended 'to benefit large number 

of people bf participation in seminars to b6 organised by ROEC. 
vie are already including faculty members of Training Go liege/Gent re/ 
VMNICM. as regards selection of resource persons from the region 
the ROEC should take into confidence the member organisations in the 
country from which it intends to invite the resource person for a 
seminar. The Teen recommended that the practice of taking participants 
from region to study cooperative developments of more economically 
advanced countries should be continued because this provides an 
opportunity to them for exposer to new ideas in a new environment as 
well as on-the-spot observation of modern productive and commercial 
techniques. The Team recommended the idea of conducting pre-seminars 
as an instrument of selecting candidates for international seminars.

A iLLO ^P  
1------

The TecJa stressed the importance of follow up of the 
Seminars and recommended that the nominating organisations should 
require the participants to submit both written and oral reports for 
wider dissemination and nominating organisations should be encouraged 
to experiment with proven techniques. It also recommended that a 
follow-up seminar should be convened after some years for further 

discussion at a very advanced level.

The recommendations of the Study Team referred to above 

regarding national seminars, sub-regional seminars, regional seminars 
and related matters such as selection of subjects, participants etc* 
will go a long way in improving the contents and practical utility of 
the seminars. Since the movement in each country is at a different 

level of its development and the problems are different, emphasis on 
national seminar is important and useful. This will also bring the,
ICA closer to the national movements in more specific manner.

The study team appreciated the Conference of experts and 
top level cooperative leaders who are in a position to policy decisions 
within other movements and recommended for their countries.

TEACHING OF TEACHERS

The recommendations of the Team is that ROEG should give 
more attention to the need for better coordination between the 
educational activities of national cooperative business federations 
and national cooperative colleges and training institutes with other 

movements in the region and with the I.G.A.* Regional Office and Education 
Centre. £br this purpose the Teaf-i made the following recommendations:-



(i) ROEG should strengthen its services in the field of 
collecting and disseminating -teaching mr;&erial, visual aids 
and other training matei'irls for the use by cooperatives in 
the region and also prepare such material to a limited extent.

(ii)- possibility of ROEC sponsored seminars for training •• -
course on participating teaching techniques should.be considered.

(iii)• Teachers exchange programme should be' continued on 
regular basis with emphasis to benefit the participants in 
terms of new teaching techniques, new ideas and opportunity 
for a further research on topics on which the teachers are 

currently engaged.

(iv) There should be coordination between the nominating

■i organisation and the organisations of the host countries
to-ensure that the appropriate institutions are selected ..f${? 
study.

(v) The period of programme should -be extended.

(vi) The participants selected should measure up to the 
-necessary qualifications and should be briefed in advance
as to that to expert and. what is expected of then.

(vii) ’The participants should be required to submit a
final report to sponsoring oiganisations as well as to the 

host institutions and to the ROEG.

These recommendations are very vital since they will 
strengthen the training institutions in different countries of the 
region. I f  implemented the movements of different countries will come 
closer to each other in the region.

WOMEN jjND COO PERiJIVES

The Team lias made, the following recommendations about the 
activities which ROEC should undertake in regard to women and 
cooperatives

(i) Helping women to form their own cooperatives,

(ii) Organise conferences and training seminars for women,

(iii) preparation of dissemination of information materials 
for women cooperatives.

(iv) establish contacts with member organisations to stimulate 
their efforts to encourage women into their activities,

(v) Identification of priority projects for technical 
assistance.



(vi) Locate prospective donars particularly among
cooperative women groups,in developed countries.

The Team recommended that the Regional Office should 

ensure that technical and financial assistance actually reached to 
the intended beneficiaries.

The recommendations are veiy practical and timely 
particularly when efforts are .being made to inv61ve wonen in 
the cooperative movements in-larger number in various capacities..
The Regional Office may also consider to arrange visits of 
women groups to advance countries under International Ssainars 
particularly in countries like Sweden where women are intimate, y 

involved in the cooperative work.

I-II. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

The Team -identified various limitations as regards the 

functions of ROEC in the field of providing financial and technical 
assistance to the movements in the region. It has made the following 
recommendations to this effect:-

(i )■ The Regional Office should re-double its efforts 
and help member organisations to keep infoimed as 
to its prospects and required procedures for this kind of 
assistance, to identify and describe priority projects for 
which assistance is needed and to prepare feasibility 

studies.

(ii) The ROEC should try to increase its usefulness and
stimulate to channel for direct assistance from cooperatives, 

other non-governmen«al organisations end governments.

(iii) The Regional Office should assist the member
organisations in the recruitment of technical experts 
for specific projects. It should maintain a more complete 
and upto date roster of available technical experts.

These recommendations will provide greater possibilities 

for financial and technical assistance from different movements and 
non-governmental and governmental sources. It should be ensure that only 
such foreign experts are taken into possess real expertise and are given 
orientation in the local situation. There are several constraints as 
regards financial- assistance.. It would be better i f  th-e Development Funds 
constituted at the I .C .ji. London level is strengthened to help the regional 
movements through the Regional Office.

COOPERATIVE TRjj.DE

The Team has recommended that the Regional Office should
undertake the following activities in regard to International Trade.

/

(i) To provide initial access to information and training

in respect of regional and international marketing.
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(ii) To arrange initial contacts between cooperative business 

in different countries,

(iii) To bring about expansion ii. ĉo-.oi-ic -collaboration 
between the member-organisations of the region for 
mutually advantages, "Joint-Ventures" of various ki^ids 
involving pooling of resources.

(iv) Assist regional -trade meetings or applied seminars designed
to bring together potential cooperative trade partners in 
specific commodities for initial contacts with each other.

I
(v) Arrange specialized job oriented training courses 

especially designed for specific coopercfcivc ti*ade or- joint 

ventures.

These recommendations will promote to large extent 
commodity trade in the Region on Cooperative to Cooperative basis. - 
However in the inplclientation of these suggestions the business institu­

tions at the national level in each countiy of the Region.

RESEARCH AND DOCUMENTATION' ■ ' ■> ....... ■

The recommendations of the Team is that the ROEC should 

perform the important functions of coordinating and stimulating research 
in the region. In this context the Team has specified the following 
functions of ROEC.

(i) Consultation with the member organisations, about 

priority ureas of research.

(ii) prdvidc member organisations with, technical help.

(iii) Make available to them reference material and bibliographical 
information and encourage collaboration of joint Research 
pro j ects -.

(iv) Close liaison with cooperative researchers in Universities 
and other research institutions.

(v) Collaborate with the research department of I.C .A .
Headquarters.in the project of introduction of a register 

of research on cooperatives in developing-countries.

The I.C .A . should also take up under research and 
documentation activities, publication of thesis on Cooperation for a 

research degree as awarded by the University. This will add to the 
literature of Cooperation.
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PUBLICATIONS

(i) The reconnendations of the Gonnittee is that the

published proceedings of voious Seuinars and Conference 
should be distributed no re widely throughout the region.

/
(ii) The Teati has not favoured setting up of an Editorial

Board for the bulletin published by the I.C .A . Regional 

Office.

(iii) The Tean has reconnended that appearance .and contents
of the publications should be inproved.

The reconnendations arc valuable and provide a guideline 

to the Regional Office and Education Centre for naking the publications 
no re useful and available to a large number of people. In this 
context it is suggested one copy each of the I.C .A . publications should 
be nade available to the nenbers of the I.C .A , in India free of cost 

and also to others in the region.

OOUNCIL

The tean has made the following reconnendations :

(i) ROEC nust find ways and neans to achieve the closer 
coordination with nc&ber organisations to seek their views 
on the planning of ROEC activities, through raore direct 
contacts of ROEC personnel with nenber organisations.

(ii) In order to nake the Council no re involved in the work

of the Regional Office and Education Centre the tean nade the 
following reconnendations

(i) The uenbership of Council should be rotated
every two years.

(ii) There should be Vice-Ghaiman elected on the 
presunption to take over or to succeed on the outgoing 
Uhaiman.

(iii) Ghaiman and Vice-Chairnan should be chosen fron 
different regions.

(iv) The Chaiman arid Vice-Chairnan should attend

Quadrennial Congress of the I.C .A .

(v) The- Choirnan and Vice-Chairnan should aeet with ROEC
in Delhi atleast once in a year for consultation.

(vi) For each neeting of the Council a substantive thene should
be selected for discussion at future neeting.
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(vii) The member organisations should select such •
representatives on the Council who had interest in 

the work of flOSG and availability of' tine to devote 

Council's wjrk.

These are practical'recommendations end will improve 
the'work of ROEC. However, it m^y be added that there should be two 
Vice-Chairmen, of them one should always be from India so that he may 
be readily available to the ROEC for consultation. When the Ghairaian 
of the Council is from India both the Vice-Chairmen should be from 
outside India.

I

STjJELNG OP THE ROEC '

The Team'made the following recommendations

(i) 'A serious effort should be made, to ensure as wide
a geographic'spread as possible with respect to 
appointments from various countries of the region.

(ii) Permanent staff of ROEC should not be expanded at 
this point of time as the member cooperative's con 
assume more of the responsibilities and also the 

expenses.

The following comments are given on the'recommendations:-

(i) The office staff is necessarily to be fro:.: India 
since it will not be attractive for persons from 

outside countries to cone-on the existing pay 
scales. Geographic spread would, be desirable 
for the posts of Joint Directors and above.

(ii) There is need of expansion of the technical staff 
on the Regional Office &• Education Centre in view 
of the accelerated development of Cooperative 
Movement in the Region* There are various problems 
which are being faced by the cooperative movement 

in each country which perhaps the international 
institutions arc not in a position to study objectively 
and suggest solutions. The additional resources for 

additional technical staff mqjr however be raised from 
within the region.

( R.C. Dwivedi ) 
Executive Director

Sd/-

R,G, Tiwari 
Prosi dent
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1 .2  National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing

Federation of India Limited, Mow Delhi

I have gone through the .Report uf the TeaP appointed by 
the I.C .A . to assess the work of the Regional Office. The report 

has rightly-brought out the substantial contribution nade by the 
Regions! Office since its establishment, particularly keeping in 
view the limitations and constraints under which it has to necessarily 

function. The Cooperative movements in the South-East Asian region 
are closer to each other and there is a considerable inter-change 

of ideas between them than it was a decade ago. The credit for such 

happy development in no small measure goes to the Regional Office 
which has created many opportunities for the purpose.

2. The mutual cooperation- amongst the movements has now
been facing what mqy be called the second generation problem. What
I mean is that there is a great need for finding avenues of exchange 
of technology as also channelling of assistance in a greater measure, 
particularly in areas where two or three movements can arrive at 

coordinated functional arrangement either in regard to processing or 
in regard to supply of raw-naterials like animal feeding stuff, etc. 
on a long-term basis.

3. All our movements in the region are finding the heed
for structural changes. Considerable thinking has already gone into 
this probled in Japan and perhaps in some other countries also. The 
economic viability of the cooperative business enterprises greatly depend
upon the structural pattern as this deteimncs their ultimate competitive

character. This is one aspect where there is scope for greater exchange 
of ideas.

4 . The study team has also come out with certain salient

recommendations in regard to technical assistance specially in regard
to preparation of feasibility study report and action on the part of the 
Regional Office for channelling inter-govemment assistance. The Study 
report has rightly suggested intensification of activities on the part 
of the Regional Office. I hope this will be of help to the movements 
in the developing countries.

5. I hope, you will put forward specific proposals before
the national novclients in the region in regard to the role they cm 
plqy in the future activities of the Regional Office, keeping in view 
the recommendations of the assessment tcara. Any such proposal received 
from you, will find whole hearted consideration by our Federation.

(G.K.- Sharna)
Managing Director
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2 . SRI LiiNKA

National Cooperative Council of Sri Lanka, Colombo-3.

«t the very out-set, ue wish to express our,thanks to the Assessment 
Team for their very valuable observations and conclusions, i Whilst welcoming 
the active assistance and guidance of the Experts and Specialists belonging 
to Western Countries we would like to suggest that it is high time that the 
leaders of the Cooperative Movements of this Region are'provided with their
rightful place in not only assessing the activities bat in shaping the future
programmes -of the Regional Office and Education Centre.

2. We give following comments on the assumption that the future -activities!
and programmes of*the ROEC mast be guided by a clearcut long term vision and 
an objective plan for the development of Cooperatives with a view to reshape 
the destinies of the people of this Region.

Changing Needs of Member Organisations in the Region

(a) It is-becoming more and more clear that agricultural production- 
should b^ accelerated at high and constant rates with two moti-ves in mind.

• (i) ' With a view to achieve self sufficiency in food.

(ii) With a view to supply raw materials for industry.

It is true that the work of Cooperatives in this field is much 
influenced by the policies of respective governments. Nevertheless, the 
ROEC should do everything it could to further the cooperative endeavours in 

this- very important field.

A common but an important problem facing the countries of this Region 
is the question of radical land reforms. The need for a serious and 
comprehensive, study-involving research of a high level is needed to evolve 
a correct agrarian policy in/diving the Cooperative Movement.

Cooperative farms of different types are emerging replacing private 
farms and plantations in some of the countries. The ROEC should draw and 
implement a suitable programme with a view to coordinate activities of 
these cooperative farms and to disseminate advanced experience where 

necessary.

(b) Cooperative activities of the Region are more or less confined to 
the field of distribution. We mean that Cooperatives of this Region can 
claim only for a very little percentage of the total production. If  the 
cooperatives are to reshape the plight of poverty striken members in a 
substantial way, it should concentrate much in the field of production.
Hence we suggest that ROEC should evolve a programme with a view to encourage 
cooperatives in the matter of production and to render such assistance as 

and when necessary.



(c) The advantages to be gained from joint actions by trade unions 
and cooperatives in the less developed countries of the world have been 
increasingly recognised in recent years. It is the expressed opinion that 
both movements could act with more effectiveness in the developing countries 
if  they collaborate more closely with each ot&er. We suggest that ROEG 
should use all ways and means to create an atmosphere of mutual trust 
between cooperatives and trade unions which are conducive to coordinated 
decisions and the implementation of joint activities on the problems of
the cooperatives and trade union movements.

(d) While welcoming the role assigned to women in the cooperative 
movement the role of the youth in the movement must assume an increasingly 
important position inthe future activities of the ROEG. Some form of 
urgent action in this regard is much needed in view of the youth unrest; 
most prevalent in the countries of the Region. In our view the Cooperative 
Movement holds good and it  could be used as a means to counter-act the 
situation. In view of the fact, it is opportune .for the ROEC to evolve a 
suitable programme, in consultation with the movements of the Region, to 
solve this pressing problem of the day.

(e) The student population of the developing countries cannot be 
neglected since they claim for a substantial percentage of the total 
population. Moreover they have with them the future leaders and prospective 
members-of the movement  ̂ As such, it is very important- and the situation 
demands that'necessary attention should be paid in bringing up the students 
population in a way conducive to the aspirations of the movement. Hence,
we suggest that the endeavours of School Cooperatives should be encouraged 
and they should be given opportunities to meet students delegations and 
discuss their common problems. The ROEC could draw up a plan to coordinate 
the School Cooperatives of the region and disseminate useful information 
and literature among them.

Regional Seminars - Selection of Subjects

Whilst appreciating the observation "that emphasis -should be on 
subjects that are both specific and of interest to participants in the 
broader prospective of the development problems of the Region," we suggest 
that when ROEC make preparations to hold Regional Seminars it should 
request the National Cooperative organisations to submit their observations 
regarding the subjects to be included.

Selection of Participants

Whilst we appreciate the observation that "member organisations 
should nominate, in addition to cooperative members and staff and government 
officials, also teachers from National Cooperative Colleges and training 
institutions," we would like to further recommend that as far as possible 
these representatives should be young people. Where there is a possibility 
to nominate "observers" increasing attention should be paid to nominate 
representatives from women's dooperatiVes and School Cooperatives.

1 1 1



Assistance to Build up Libraries

If  'the officers of cooperatives are to discharge their -responsibi­
lities efficiently, it is very important to equip- them with most recent 
achievements in the field’ of technology, science and economics. Of course, 
today the subject of Cooperation embraces a vide field of activities which 
were unknown to cooperatives in the days of Rochdale pioneers. Under 'the 
circumstances, it is vital that .ROEC should help national cooperative 
organisations to equip their libraries with most up to date publications 
on allied subjects. With this in view the ROEC could negotiate with 
cooperative organisations of the developed countries and other international 
organisations to help build national librari6s in the Region. literature 
and publications both from capitalist and socialist worlds are appreciated.

Technical assistance

Most of the. cooperative colleges and cooperative education centres 
are not well equipped with modern teaching, equipment and other facilities.
It is important that the ICa focus: its attention on this aspect to improve 
the education and training activiti'-es of these institutions*

3. KOREa

. "This is related to your letter of May 9 , 1975 requesting my 
comment on the Report of the assessment Team of the ROEC activities. I 
am afraid I do not have much to say about it  but a warm appreciation for 
the efforts of you and of the team. It "is adirable that such a specific 
and valuable assessment could be made in that short period of time by the 
"small team."

"The report, I feei, could be inproved just a little bit if the 
general statements were simplified or eliminated. For instance, the 
objectives or contents of each activity of R0r,C are reiterated, sometim&s 
in quite long paragraphs. The fact that the prime readers of the report 
would be those who are well aware of the activities may help justify 
above suggestion."

"I also feel that the consistently affirmative notes or encouragement 
for the ROEC to pursue or expand the activities might arose the readers' 
doubts on the institution's capability to carry out the "snow-balling" 
burden. But I am sure that each member cooperative should shore the burden 
of the ROEC."

■"After all, I am convinced that only the will of the cooperative 
families to join the concerted effort will guarantee the bright future 
of the ROilC and of all of us as well."

4. AUSTRALIA

"I have read the report and referred it  to the President of the 
Cooperative Federation of Australia, Mr. M.J.Lane. I am pleased to advise 
that we agree basically with the findings of this report. I have been 
asked by Mr, Lane to confirm this to you."



APPEl'lDIX "C"

RESOLUTIONS^ADOPTED BY THE ASIii'3 TOP-LEVEL 
COOPERATIVE LEi-JDERS CONFERENCE IE TOKYO,JAPAK 

25-27 OCTOBER, 197 3
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2, Resolution on "The Lror.otion of agricultural Cooperatives"

ALSO RECOGNISING the need for agricultural cooperatives 

to play a dynamic role in national .•agricultural development;

The Conference recommends that governments in the Region 

should make a more concerted effort for effective implementation 

of land reforms introduced in the respective countries.

The Conference also recommends that agricultural coopera­

tives in the Region should be strengthened in order that they 

may be able to perform as many activities as possible related to 

agricultural development including animal husbandry and 

fisheries.

The Conference further recommends that efforts should 

be made to mobilise human resources to strengthen cooperative 

activity and implement the recommendations of the Open ..orId 

Conference held in Rome for such mobilisation.

The Conference also recommends that governments in the 

Region should adopt pric?.. support policy for major agricul­

tural commodities including animal husbandry and fishery 

products in order to ensure fair returns to the producer.

3. Resolution on the Living Conditions of the Members of 
Agricultural Cooperatives in the Region.

CONSIDERING the present agricultural conditions in 

the Region the Conference recommends that agricultural develop­

ment projects, inclusive^ of agro-based industries, animal 

husbandry and fisheries be developed across national boundaries 

by making use of cooperatives as central organs in the process
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end that the cooperatives should be given preference in the 

trade of agricultural commodities eaic. inputs within the frame­

work of the respective national policies .

Within the framework of the Cooperative Development' 

Decade the ICk Regional Office and the ALRRO should take up 

studies in the living conditions of the members of agricultural 

cooperatives in the Regionand prepare a model programme for 

: better living conditions for this vulnerable class of society.

a v .



aPPIlNDIX "D "

A Study of the Role the Cooperative Movement 
could play in the task of increasing food production
in the countries served, by the ICA Regional Office 
for South-East Asie.

On the advice of its Council, the I C/i Regional' Office for 
South-iiast Asia has undertaken a study on the role which 
the Cooperative Movements of the South-Last Asian Region 
could play in the task of increasing food production.'

The object of the study is to determine the contribution
that the Cooperative Movement of each of the countries 
selected for this study could make for the attainment of 
self-sufficiency in the matter of food by that country.

: Such study should be made in depth by an Expert having 
the required competence. "Food Production" will mean the 
production of both cereal and non-cereal food.

This study should be undertaken only if a member-organisation 
applies to the ICA for this service.

The Kxpert will be required :-

i) to assess the present contribution of the cooperatives of the 
selected country in the matter of food production in 
that country;

ii) to assess,-in the context of that country's national
development plans, the further role that the cooperatives 
could play in the food production effort of that country;

iii) to recommend ways 2nd means of increasing food production
through cooperative effort and of creating among the members 
of cooperatives and the general public a greater awareness 
than has obtained hitherto, of the need to increase the 
food production effort; and

iv) to recommend necessary changes and improvements in respect 
of cooperative organisations and facilities to enable the 
Cooperative Movement to make this contribution to the 
country's food production effort.

The cooperatives that should receive special attention in this 
study will be those for agriculture, fishery, dairying and live­
stock production.

The matters that should be studied in this connection are the 
structure of the cooperatives, and their activities such as 
supply of credit and other inputs, processing and marketing, 
training and extension.
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The study should be made, to begin with, only in two countries 
of the region and further studies should be undertaken only if 
the results are satisfactory.

The period of study; At least three months will be necessary 
for the study in each country. Of these, two months will be 
necessary for studying the position of that country in regard 
to cooperatives and food production and one month for writing 
the report.

Personnel: It is expected that one Expert could make a study
of two countries during the next financial year (1975-76) spending 
six months in all..

Costs: The Expert will have to be recruited by the ICA. There
should be an Associate Expert provided by the Cooperative 
Movement of the country concerned. The costs of the Expert will 
have to be met by the ICA and its member organisations in the 
Region.

Taking the remuneration offered to short-term experts by the 
ILO as our yardstick, the remuneration of the Expert will have 
to be as follows :

(a) Salary . US ®L,490 . Rs. 12,000 per month

(b) Per diem allowance of Rs. 225/- Rs. 6.750 per month

Rs.18,750 per month

(c) International travel costs
of the Expert would be Rs,20,000

A1together an Expert for this study would cost around 
Rs.150,000 for six months.

In addition to this sum of Rs.l50,000/-, the member movement 
concerned should bear the internal travel costs of the Expert 
and the Associate Expert. It is estimated that the costs to 
each member movement would.be around Rs.15,000/- in addition 
to the salary of the Associate Expert as follows :

Travel of Expert and Associate Expert Rs. 10,000

Secretarial salary for a month
(Steno graphe r) Rs. 2,000

Stationery Rs. 2,000

Miscelaneous Rs. 1,000

Total : Rs, 15,000



INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE ALLIANCE 
Regional Office  & Education Centre 
for South-East Asia
43, Friends' Colony,New Delhi-,.4 (India) 5th January 1975

MINUTES OF THE SEVENTEENTH MEETING OF THE 
ICA COUNCIL FOR SOUTH-EAST ASIA HELD IN 
MANILA, THE PHILIPPINES, ON 7TH DECEiiBER 19 75

1. The Seventeenth Meeting of the ICA Council
for South-East Asia was held at the Philippine Village Hotel, 
in Manila, the Philippines, on the 7th December 1975.
Hr. N .A .Kularajah, Chairman of the Council, presided.

2. The following were present s

(a) Rembers

Rr. N .A .Kularajah, Chairman and Reinber 
for Ralaysia (Non-agricultural)

Rr. I.Hunter, Rember for Australia (Agricultural)

Mr. R .G .T iw ari, Rembsr for India (Non-agricultural)

Rr. Tapeshwar Singh, Alternate Rember for India 
(Agricultural)

Mr. Eddiwan, Reniber for Indonesia (Hon-agricultural)

Rr. Djoko Basuki, Rember for Indonesia (Agricultural)

Rr. K.Yoshida, Rember for Japan (Agricultural)

Rr. Ju In Song, Member for Korea (Agricultural)

Rr. Ismail Din, Rember for Malaysia (Agricultural)

Rr. Khan Amir Abdullah Khan,Rember for 
Pakistan (Agricultural)

Rr. B .P .Faustino, Rerriber for the Philippines 
(Agricultural)

Mr. Monico Yadao, Alternate Member for the 
Philippines (Non-agricultural)

Mr. Mak Kam Heng, Member for Singapore 
(Non-agricultural)

Mr. R.Kulasegaram, Rember for Singapore 
(Agricultural)

1 .

2 .
3.

4.

5.

6 .
7.

8 . 
9 .

10 .

1 1 .

12 .

13 .

14 .
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15. Mr.G.S.Dayananda, Member for Sri Lanka 
(Non-agricultural)

16.. Mr. L.M .V^de S 'lva , Member for Sri Lanka 

(Agrioul.-- Alternate

17 . Mr. Pradit Machima,/Member for Thailand 
(Non-agricultural)

18. Mr. Prachuab Burapharat, Member for Thailand 
(Agricultural)

19. Mr. R.Shahrf-.babaki Khan, Alternate Meraber 
for Iran (Non-agricultural)

(b) Secretary;- Mr. P.S.Weeraman, ICA Regional
Director for South-East Asia

(c) Observers?

1 . M r . Malte Jonsson of the Swedish Cooperative
Centre, Stockholm, Sweden

2. Mr. H.Togawa, Managing Director, IDACA, Tokyo,
Japan

3. Mr. W.Kidston, former Member for Australia
4. Mr. S.Futagami,Asst.Manager, International Dept.

(d) Other ICA Regional Office staff ; CUAC,Tokyo

1. Mr. J.M .Rana, Director (Education)

2. Mr. Lionel Gunawardana, Joint Director (Publica- 
" tions) & Specialist in Agricultural Cooperation

3. Mr. M .K .Puri, Specialist in Consumer; Cooperation 
(designate) and Joint Director (Technical 
Assistance Trade) - (designate)

4. M r.S.S.Avadhani, Personal Assistant to Reg.Director.

3. The following Councillors were absent s

1 . Mr. M.Raushan A li, Member for Bangladesh (non- 
agricultural)

2. Mr-. A.M.Yahya, Member for Bangladesh ^Agricultural)

3. Mr. Taghi Salem, Member for Iran (Agricultural)

4. Mr. M.Kobayashi, Member for Japan (Won-agricultural)

5 . Mr. Tal Chun Hong, Member for Korea L  . agricul­
tural)

AGENDA ITEM NO.1 ; WELCOME

4. Mr. B .P .Faustino, Councillor for the Philippines, 
welcomed the Councillors on behalf of the Cooperative Mov.ement 
of the Philippines.
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AGENDA ITEi: MO. 2' s OBITUARY ”

5. Kr. Kularajah moved a vote of condolence on the deaths of 
Hr.Shoji liatsuraura, the Councillor for Japan, and. Hr .!•-.J .Lane,. • 
Councillor for Australia. The meeting observed a minute's 
silence as a mark of respect to the memory of the deceased 
councillors.

AGENDA ITEi, 1>IC . 3°. INTRODUCTORY REiiARKS BY THE REGIONAL
DIRECTOR

6. -Hr. P. E.Weeraman, referring to the death of kr .S .Aatsumura, 
former me;nber of the Council and Managing Director of the Central 
Union of Agricultural Cooperatives of Japan,said, " I t  is a great 
loss. As you know, iir.iaatsumura was with us last year and he has 
been a worthy successor to .hr. Yanagida. He was a great supporter 
of the ICA-and we miss him from our midst." Hr .Weeraman next 
referring to the death of Hr J .Lane, member of the Council and 
President of the Cooperative Federation of Australia, said,
"Hr. Lane did not have the opportunity of attending any of our 
meetings. He was actually coming to this meeting and it  is very 
unfortunate that we lost him. He was one of the most dedicated 
cooperators that I have met in Australia. He was one -of the 
foremost cooperators of Australia. He too was a great supporter 
of the ICA. We are sorry that he is not /with us today."

7. On behalf of the ICA, he welcomed the Councillors and trie
others present.

AGENDA ITEi-I MO. 4s BACKGROUND PAPERS Oil THE COOPERATIVE
HOVEHENT OF EACH COUNTRY

S. The Chairman stated that the country background papers
giving the present position of their respective movements received 
from tho members had been circulated and suggested that as usual 
instead of reading the .^apors in full, the Councillors -should 
mention the special developments and changes that had taken place
in their respective movements since the last meeting of the
Council.

9 . The oral reports made by the representatives of the 
national cooperative movements are given in appendix I .

AGENDA ITEi. NO. 5 ; CONFIRMATION OF THE III MUTES’ OF THE
SIXTEENTH HEETING

10. The minutes of the Sixteenth neeting of the Council held 
at Colombo, Sri Lanka, were confirmed.

AGENDA ITEH NO.6 ; A EHINISTRATION SECTION

11. Action taken on the minutes of the last meeting s Th.; 
follow-up action taken on the minutes relating to the Adm ini­
stration Section, as reported in the Ac onda Notes was noted.
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12. 80th Anniversary of the ICA s The celebration of the 80th 
Anniversary of the ICA in ITcw'Delhi with the President of India 
as Chief Guest on 20th September -1975 was noted with appreciation

13 . Contributions to the funds of the ICA ROEC s

The contributions made to the funds of the ROEC 
by the members for the financial year 1974-75 were 
reported as follows :

1 . Cooperative Federation of 
Australia (A$1,000)

R s . 

1 1 ,5 0 7 .3 0

2. National Cooperative Union of 
India 25 ,000 .00

3. Dewan Koperasi Indonesia, 
Indonesia (US $863.32) 7 ,2 16 .3 0

4. Sepah Consumers Cooperative 
of Irfin ( 5 ,5 00 .00

5. Central Organisation for Rural 
Cooperatives of Iran 1 ,5 9 8 .0 0

6. Consumer Cooperative Society, 
Ministry of Labour,Iran 1 ,2 00 .0 0

7. Central Union of Agricultural 
Cooperatives of Japan 28 ,634 . 48

8. National Agricultural Cooperative 
Federation, Korea 10, 000.00

9 . Cooperative Union of Malaysia 10 ,000 .00

10. ■Rational Cooperative Council 
of Sri Lanka 926 .50

11. Cooperative League of Thailand 8 ,0 0 0 .0 0

12. Singapore National Cooperative 
Union 3, 250.0 0

Total: Rs. 1 ,1 2 ,8 3 2 :5 8

roughly equal to US $ 14,100/--

It was also reported that the Cooperative Federation 
of /Australia had paid its contribution of A$1,000/-  
for the year 1975-76.

14, Building Fund s

The Regional Director reported that the Central 
Union of Agricultural Cooperatives of Japan had 
cornpleted the payment of Sterling Pounds 10,000/-  
towards meeting the cost of the ROEC office  building 
as promised in 19 68 and that although it was 
promised to be paid in ten years, the payment had
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was received with loud applause.

15. Contributions to the ICA ROEC in respect of the
' ICA Sub-Committee on Agriculture and Trades

■The fcl] ov.nc "v.^her-G rganisations had made
their contriDu-cxOiis ot Sterling pounds 50/- each
for the year 197 4-75 :

1. Cooperative Federation of Australia,
2. national Cooperative Union of India,
3. Dewan Koperasi Indonesia of Indonesia,
4. Central Organisation for Rural Coops of Iran,
5. Central Union of Agricultural Coops, of Japan,
6 . National Agricultural Cooperative

Federation of the Republic of Korea,
7„ ANGKASA of Malaysia,
8 . Cooperative League ox Thailand, and
9. National Cooperative Council of Sri Lanlca.

16. Staff Changes :

The staff changes reported in paragraphs 15,
16 and 17 of the Agenda Notes relating to Dr.Dharm 
Vir, Mr. M.V.Madane and Mr. H.K.Pur-i were noted.

The appointment of Mr .M. K. Puri as the 
Specialist in Consumer Cooperation with effect 
from January 1976 was noted with acclamation by 
the Council.

AGENDA' ITEM NO. 7 ; ASSESSMENT AND PRIORITIES
OF THE ROEC '

17 . Assessment of the .RQ” ^ °

The report of the team appointed to assess the work 
of the ROEC and the report cf- fie  Experts' Consultation 
held on 5-6 December 1975 on the “Trends,Problems and 
Changing Needs of the Cooperative Movements in South-East 
Asia and the Role of the ICA in this regard" were 
introduced by the Regional Director. .

The report of the Experts' Consultation is given as 
appendix I I .

18. Priorities of the ROEC
The recommendations of the Experts' Consultation were 

considered by the Council and the following priorities were 
fixed ior the guidance of the Regional Office and Education 
Centres

(i) The Regional Office should hold frequent Regional 
Conferences of top-level cooperative leaders.
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(ii )  The Regional Office should assist the national
movers ants to hold national and sub-national 
level seminars on cooperative leadership and 
management.

( i i i )  The Regional Office should undertake and
publicize in-depth case studies of‘ cooperatives 
in which the problems of cooperative leadership 
and management haVe been dealt with successfully.

(iv) The Regional Office should formulate and supply 
to mettvber-organisations detailed guidelines on 
the respective functions and powers of chief 
executives and boards of directofs for incorpo­
ration in the bye-laws of cooperatives. It  was 
also suggested in this connection that the 
Regional Office should hold a Regional Seminar 
on "the relationship between chief executiv'es 
and boards of directors in cooperative 
organisations."

(v) The Regional Office  should, in addition to the 
present teacher development programmes of the 
ROEC, organise training and refresher courses 
for the faculties of the national level coopera­
tive training and educational institutions 
engaged in training the trainers and educators 
in the lower tiers of the training and 
education conplex. The teacher development 
programme itself should be expanded and extended 
to cover trrining in the cooperative educational 
and training institutions of the more developed 
countries, even outside the region.

AGENDA ITEM 170. 8 : EDUCATION CENTRE*

19. Action taken on the minutes of the last meeting;

Mr. J.M .Rana, Director (Education) stated that the 
recommendation of the Council that the Swedish Cooperative 
Centre (SCC) should continue to hold its International Seminars 
in Sweden was communicated to them. T'-Thile agreeing to the 
request, the SCC had stated that it  would organise trailing 
programmes in Sweden for cooperators working' in specif it: 
projects in the Region. Requests for such training should 
originate from the member movements and should be coordinated 
by the ICA ROEC.

The other action taken on the minutes was noted.
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Activities of the past ye^r

20. U r .' Rana gave information on the activities carried
out by the Education Centre from September 1974 to October 
1975. In regard to the Regional Seminar on "Agricultural 
Cooperative Marketing with Special Enphasis on Distribution 
Methods," iir. Rana said that on the basis of the background 
information submitted by the participants, it  appeared that 
not a single participant was connected with the Marketing 
Projects studied by the ICA Marketing Survey Teams, even 
though it specifically laid  down in the qualifications
prescribed for participants that one of the participants 
nominated to the seminar from each country should be from an 
area studied by the iSurvey Teams. This indicated the
need of follow-up work in respect of these marketing projects 
by the member movements. In this connection, the Chairman 
thought that it  was possible that marketing survey reports 
were yet under consideration by the member movements.

21. Mr. Rana said that the Teacher Development Programme 
had been expanded during the current year, and six teachers 
had been selected for participation in the programme.

22. Mr. Rana said that it was highly encouraging that
Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, the President of India had commended 
the ICA/NCUI Cooperative Education Field Project in Indore 
District. Hr. Rana then read out the relevant extract from 
the speech of the President delivered at the celebrations of 
the 80th anniversary of the ICA in New Delhi.

"I  would like to stress in this context the 
crucial role of cooperative education. I am glad 
to know that the ICi-* which has adopted Education 
as one of its inportant activities has been providing 
expertise and sharing its experience in organising 
a pilot project on cooperative education for a selected 
group of primary societies in Indore district of 
Madhya tradesh in collaboration wit*; the NCUI and 
the Madhya Pradesh State Cooperative Union. The 
project which was started in February 1971 has now 
completed four years. The results have been so 
satisfactory, that thesocieties themselves have now 
started coming forward to provide additional funds 
for continuing the programme. The project has 
shown mainly that cooperative institutions at the 
primary and district level have to be actively 
involved in the educational work and that an inte­
grated approach should be adopted to education 
whereby enphasis is placed on meeting the entire 
requirements of the families for the agricultural
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operation and for their other occupations to
the maximum possible extent through the society
and in having a farm guidance service as an integral part
of the services provided by the cooperative societies.
This is a ccncr c-te ’•■arplu Tof hov the experience and 
the resources of international cooperative movement 
have helped in guiding the cooperative movements in 
the developing countries.

23 . Mr. Rana said that it  was very rewarding that the 
results of the Project had been recognised not only by the 
member-organisation but also by the head of the State. Ur.Rana 
added that the HCUI was starting ten cooperative education 
projects in the less developed States of India on the basis of 
the experience gained in the-indor- Project. He also informed 
the Council that the National Cooperative Union of India was 
re-structuring its entire education programme by incorporating 
some of the features of the Indore Project.

2 4. Mr. Rana added that Dr. Dharm Vir who was currently
working on a short-term assignment with the ILO Project in 
Sri Lanka had also formulated a Cooperative Education Project 
on lines somewhat similar to those of the Indore Project. The 
proposal to start a project in Bangladesh could not be imple­
mented for unavoidable reasons.

25. Ur- L .ii.V .de  Silva said that similar projects should .
be started in one or two countries of the Region. Ur. Rana 
added that the-ICA ROEC vould try to start a similar project 
in one other country of the Region and that it was contdrrr lating 
starting such project in a sub-region other than that of South 
Asia .

Programme of Activities for July 1976 to June 1977

26. The Chairman remarked that he was very happy that the
member-organisations had forx/arded a number of suggestions 
with regard to the subject of Regional Seminars.

.27. Ur. Rana said that since the -circulation of the
Agenda Notes, a letter had been received from the HCUI 
proposing that the ICA ROEC should, in collaboration with the 
Afro-Asian Rural Reconstruction Organisation (AARRO) and the 
National Cooperative Union of India (NCUI), hold a conference 
on the "Role of the Cooperative Movement vis-a-vis the ?oor."
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28. Taking, into, account the suggestions made in the Agenda 
Notes and the discussions at the Experts' Consultation on the 
"Trends,Problems and Changing Needs of the Cooperative Movements 
in South-East Asia and the Role of the ICA in this regard," that 
had just preceded the Council Meeting, the Council decided that 
the following Regional Seminars should Vi held :

(i) Regional Seminar on "Cooperative Insurance and the
Promotion of Savings" in collaboration with the IDACA

Venue : IDACA, Tokyo, Japan
Durations 21 days (1-21 September 1976)
Participants; 25

(i i )  Regional Seminar on "The Relationship between the 
Board of Directors and the Chief Executive in a 
Cooperative Organisation"

Venue : Australia or Malaysia
Duration; Two weeks (March/April, 1977)
Parti cipantss 25

(Note on ( i i ) :  Mr. VJeeraman said that the seminar should be
held in a country where the relationship between the chief 
executives and the boards of directors was exemplary. From 
this point of view, Australia seemed to be a good venue. The 
seminar could be held in March or April 1977.

It  was agreed that Mr. I.H .Hunter would consult the 
Cooperative Federation of Australia and inform the ICA ROEC in 
about three months whether it would be possible to hold the 
seminar in Australia, in case Australia was not in a position 
to host the seminar, the Chairman as a Councillor from Malaysia 
said that two member organisations in Malaysia, v iz . the 
Cooperative Union of Malaysia and the ANGKASA, would play host 
to the seminar in Malaysia;'

Asian Conference on "Cooperative Credit and 
Financial Management"

29. It  was decided that the third Open Asian Conference 
should deal with the subject of "Cooperative Credit and 
Financial Management."

30. It  was agreed that the conference should be held on a 
self-financing basis. The Council discussed the question of 
charging a higher registration fee and felt that the fee should 
continue to be a token contribution by the participants towards 
meeting the secretariat expenses of the host movement. However, 
it  was agreed that the amount charged (US dollars 15/-) was 
insufficient and that it should be raised to US$ 25 per 
participant.
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31. The Chairman said that the venue of the conforence was 
normally decided having regard to the venue of the meeting of 
the Council. Mr. Weeraman mentioned that Mr. Sassani had already 
invited the Council to hold its next meeting in Iran. Mr. Rana 
added that the NCUI had written to the ICM ROEC that they would 
like to host the Open Msian Conference in India. The Council 
gratefully accepted both the invitations. Bombay was suggested 
as the tentative venue of the conference as it  would facilitate 
the attendance of the conference by the Councillors who attend 
the Regional Council meeting in Iran.

32. It  was agreed that further details regarding the 
conference should be decided by the ICA ROEC in consultation 
with the Chairman of the Council.

Training Programmes for Teachers

33. Mr. Rana indicated that a programme of training teachers
of national level cooperative training colleges in the techni­
ques of teaching would be carried out in place of the Teacher 
Development Programme in 1976-77 having regard to the availability 
of funds. He indicated that preparatory discussions had been 
held with the Swedish Cooperative Centre and the ILO Interna­
tional Centre- for Advanced Technical and Vocational Training in 
Turin (Italy) to hold a joint training programme and it had been 
proposed that a 2-mont'n training programme be held in Delhi to
be followed by a 2-month training programme in Turin. The 
Turin Centre would send a couple of Resource Persons to the 
training programme in Delhi, and in turn the Director (Education) 
of the ICA ROEC would go as a Resource Person to the training 
programme at the Turin Centre. The Council approved of the 
proposal.

Programme of Training in Cooperative Management

Venue ; ICA ROEC, New Delhi
Duration ; 2 months
Participants; 12-15 Middle-level Managers

34. The Council approved of the above programme.

35. The; Chairman suggested that the above training programme
should be carefully planned keeping in view the diversity of 
the conditions that obtained in the cooperative movements of the 
Region. The Director (Education) agreed with the suggestion
of the Chairman and said that the background of the 
participants and the position of the organisations from which 
they come would be taken into careful consideration when 
formulating the above programme. He added that this
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programme was intended to serve as a model for replication by 
national cooperative training centres.

3 6 .. The Director (Education) said that this particular 
programme as well as the Teacher Training Programme and the 
Cooperative Education Materials Advisory Service (CEMAS)
■would be efforts to improve the teaching standards of the 
cooperative colleges in the Region. The Director (Education) 
added that as the South-East Asian Specialist Group on 
Cooperative Training (SEASPECT) had been constituted, this 
body would be able to provide valuable assistance in this 
effort. He added that a proper liaison would be maintained 
with the AGITCOOP as well.

Meeting of the S.outh-East Asian
Specialist Group on Cooperative Training (SEASPECT)

3.7*. The Council noted the information given in paragraph 
64 of the Agenda Notes welcomed the setting up of SEASPECT.

Cooperative Education Materials Advisory Service (CEMAS)

38.. The Council noted the information given in paragraphs
65,66 and 67 of the Agenda Notes and welcomed the introduction 
of this service.

Demonstration Project-,ln.-;the-,Field of Teacher Training

39.. The Council approved of the proposal to start this
project in one of the national cooperative training centres 
in the Region. The objective of the project would be to 
identify appropriate teaching techniques for use in the 
selected national:centre. The experience gained from the 
Indore Project confirmed the view that concepts and practices 
recommended by seminars should be applied in field  projects'
to test their validity. If  found suitable, they could thereafter 
be applied in demonstration projects.

Cooperative Education Field Projects

40. The Council agreed that cooperative education field
projects should be started in two movements of the Region.
The member movements should make proposals to the ICA ROEC in 
this regard. The Council stressed that financial responsibi­
lity for conducting these projects should be borne to the 
maximum possible extent by the member movements concerned and 
the ICA should provide the expertise and some supporting 
financial help.
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T?omen and Cooperatives

41. The Council noted that a Regional Conference on "the 
Role o2 T!omen in Cooperative .Dovelop men V  had; been held in";. 
Kuala Lumpur in July 1974. Taking into account the recommenda­
tions 'of that confcrence, the Council recommended that the 
member movements should constitute national .conraittees of v;oraen 
cooperators to develop educational and other rogrammes in 
order to increase women's participation in cooperatives. The 
Council further recouimended that an Asian Council of T7omen 
Cooperators be constituted.

42. The Chairman remarked that the involvement of women in 
the cooperative movement was of critical imx ortance for 
accelerating the development of the cooperative movement and 
necessary steps should be taken by the member movements in 
this regard.

43. The Council suggested that the ICA ROEC should carry
out a survey of the "Role of Women and the extent of their
participation in the Cooperative Movement" in a, few selected 
countries with a view to recommending how women's participation 
in the cooperative movement could be accelerated. .. :

44. The Council also agreed that the ICA ROEC should hold
four nation*! basic courses in Cooperation for women cooperators 
on the basis of requests made by member ;movements. The Council 
noted that such courses may be conducted in Sri Lanka, Malaysia, 
the Philippines and India.

National Seminars

45. The requests recr.iv :c] by the ROEC. from the member •
organisations to provide assistance in holding National Seminars 
were noted and the Council recommended that the ROEC should 
provide assistance to the organisations mentioned below within 
the limitations of its overall work programmes

(i ) AI'TGKAS/'., Malaysia

Serc.inar subjects? (a) Integration and the Expansion
of the Cooperative Movement.

(b) school Cooperatives.

(ii )  National Cooperative Council of Sri Lan>,a;

Seminar subjects* (i) Cooperative Land Settlements,
( ii ) Management of -Coop. Farms,

( i i i )  Member Education and Training 
of Teachers.
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AGEHDA ITSn ITO. 9 " TECHNICAL ASSISTAHMS AJ:TD TRADg SSCTIOH

46. The follow-up arti^n taken on the minutes of the last
meeting relating to -- e.Ac;c-.£,tGi.c- ec.d Trade was noted.

Technical Assistance

47. The creation of e Dairy Development Fund in connection 
with the Bhor Project, the present position of the Fishery 
assistance project in Sri Lanka, the proposal for a fisheries 
project in the Philippines, the rift  of two incubators from the 
Swedish Association of Guilds for the T7oruen cooperators of 
Bangladesh, the gift of irrigation equipment worth 2,000 Canadian 
dollars by the Cooperative Aaritime Services of Canada and the 
gift of 80 ,000  Swedish kroners by swedish cooperators to the 
Rangunia Thana Central Cooperative Association in Bangladesh 
reported in paragraphs 77 to 8 4 of the Agenda Llotes were noted.

48. It  was rexoorted that no progress had been possible in 
securing assistance for the other proj ..cte formulated by the 
Regional Office  and submitted to the Head Office in previous 
years. Irt this connection Ur. Hunter of Australia mentioned 
that nr. G .A .J.Beytagh, Chairman of the * gricultural Committee 
of the Cooperative Federation of Australia, and he had discussed 
with the Australian Development Assistance Programme their 
increased involvement in the non-government aid programme. He 
requested that information on all these projects be sent to the 
Cooperative Federation of Australia to examine the possibility  
of obtaining assistance for them from the Australian Development 
Assistance Programme.

49. The information m ven in the Agenda 1'otes (paragraphs
86 to 39) relating co !tAe .-.I „• ?:■/*: functions performed
by the Regional Office and the issue of the:’ICA Trade r!ews"was 
was noted.

Asian Cooperative Development Ean'r.

50. The position explained in paragraphs 90 to 98 of the 
Agenda Hot os was noted. The Regional Office was reouested to 
put up a definite proposal to the members after obtaining
the Government of Iran 's  approval. The Council also appointed 
a Committee consisting of hessrs. J .Sessani, Basuki and Ismail 
Din and a member from -Tepan, if  available, with n r S a s s a n i  as 
Chairman, to take necessary action, in this regard.

Studies in the Livino Conditions of the nembers 
of Agricultural Cooperatives in the- Rec-lo \

51. The position reported in paragrarhs 99 to 102 of the 
Agenda t-Totes was noted. The Council decided to await the 
reports of ACCI of the Philippines end the DKI of Indonesia 
referred to in ‘ the Agenda notes.
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:he

Studfr of the Role the Cooperative Movement could 
play in the task of increasing food production
in the countries served by the ICA Regional Office
for South-East Asia

52. The position reported in paragraphs 103 and 104 of the
Agenda Notes was noted, Mr. Weeraman added that the original 
estimate of Rs. 150, 000 for the employment of an Expert had been
reduced to Rs. 110, 000 and that this money would be made available
Jro: i -'--he Cooperative j’urid of the ICA. The
Council x̂ as very appreciative of the approval of funds for
this purpose by the ICA.

Cooperative Development Fund

53. The position reported in paragraph 105 of the Agenda
Notes was noted.

Joint Ventures

54. Mr. Weeraman reported that he had received a proposal
from the National Cooperative Council of Sri Lanka for a joint 
venture with a cooperative in Japan in processing synthetic 
textiles.

55. Mr. Dayananda, explaining the position in Sri Lan7-~ > said
that there were 125,000 member-enployees ' in the cooperative 
textile manufacturing enterprises in tbft handlooru and power- 
loom sectors. Textiles worth Rs. 20 million could not be sold 
the previous year because the cooperatives did not have their 
own finishing equipment and „ . They had discussed
with the government authorities the proposal to have a joint 
venture with a cooperative or private sector organisation in 
anothrr country ac.  ̂ had obtain or* p v n r m e n t ' s approval of it .

56. Mr. de Silva added that the textile cooperatives formed 
a large sector of the Sri Lanka cooperative movement and that 
they were working both hanr'loo-as and’ power looms, that the 
government supplied yarn to these cooperatives, that the govern­
ment had set up huge textile mills and that the private that 
sector had a large number of small finishing plants and/whenever 
the cooperatives went to the private sector for these services, 
they had raised their charges for these services inordinately.
The Council suggested that/Sri Lanka Council should put up a 
concrete proposal to the Regional O ffice .

57. Mr. Hunter added that such a proposal -when received 
should be circulated by the RO among the member movements in 
the Region. He also said that a feasibility  report should be 
submitted along with the proposal and that he would be glad to 
examine the possibility  of getting necessary assistance for it .
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58. i-*r„ Xhan Amir Abdullah Khan said-that they
were in need of a fertiliser plant for the cooperatives in 
Pakistan and the Chairman suggested that the Pakistan niovement 
should put up a proposal on the lines suggested in regard to the 
Sri Lanka proposal.

AGEKDA ITBI'l HO. -10* PUBLICATIONS, PUBLIC RELATIONS AND
LIBRARY SECTION

59. The information given in paragraphs 107 to 120 of the 
Agenda Ho to s on publications and in paragraphs 121 to 131. on 
Publicity, the collection of cooperative news, press releas. s, 
the library, documentation services, the supply and exchange of 
literature, the library 's consultative services, the survey of 
cooperative libraries and the librarian 's  participation in the 
meeting of the forking Party of Cooperative Librarians and 
Documentation Officers was noted. The publications programme 
for the year 1975-76 as given in xoaragraphs 132 to 136 vas noted.

60. The Joint Director (Publications) requested the Council­
lors to get their movements to send in success stories from 
time to time for publication in the Regional Bulletin.

61. In regard to publications, the Chairraar suggested that 
in addition to publishing reports of seminars, it  would be 
very useful if  the wor^cing papers submitted to these seminars 
were also published as he thought "they are well worth printing 
and they give details of the subject-matter." He added that it 
was not of much interest to know the recommendations made by 
the participants. T/hat was more important were the working 
papers which "give ideas more or less as text books, 1 and 
illustrated his point with exartples of the working papers 
submitted to the Seminar on "Cooperative Housing" held in Malaysia 
in 1970 and the recent Open .Asian Conference on "Cooperative 
Management" held in Manila from December 1 to 4. He added that 
one would not get to know the subject-matter of the conference
by reading only the recommendations of the conference.

AGSHDA ITEM HO. 11s DECISIONS AND RECQI-iaEHDATIONS OF THE 
ICA SUB -COi-liITTEE OH AGRICULTURE AND TRADE

6 2. As the Sub-Committee meeting had been postponed for the 
following day, there was no discussion under this item.

AGENDA ITEM HO. 12; RELATIONS WITH rIEfiBER ORGANISATIONS
IH THE REGIOH

63. The information given in paragraphs 138 to 140 of the
Agenda Notes was noted.
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J.G^.Dr. ITEM HO. 13 : RELATIONS WITH IrTTSRflATIOKiL
, ORGANISATIONS

64. The information given in paragraphs .141 to 147 of the 
Agenda Notes was noted, .̂..r. ''.sscraiv&n referred to his attending

a Conference "of the 'iioh-gpvermnental organisations' - (^GOs). of 
the Asian and Paci f i c ) r e $'ion1, held hy tae ^ff  i‘b̂ - •*>?. Public 
Information (OPI) of the United rations and thgfc he had suggested 
to this conference that the representative of e v e r y  UN agency 
in a country should hold a half-yearly conference with the 
non-governmental organisations of that country which work in 
fields of interest to such agency so thatsuch UN agency would 
come to know the needs of the non-governmental sector and that 
this proposal had been accepted by that conference. For 
instance, he added, the ILO representative in a country should 
hold a half-yearly conference’ with\the representatives- of 
cooperativ-.s and tradi' unions of th^t country.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 14: VENUE AMD EuTES OF THE NEXT MEETING

65. The invitation from the Cooperative Movement of Iran 
to the Council to hold its 18th Meeting in Iran, in the first 
week of November 1976, was gratefully accepted.''

AGENDA NO. 15 s Ai-TY OTHER ilATTER WITH THE; PSRiSSSIOfr^

The Name of the Council -F- —

66. Under this item, the Council decided to recommend to
the ICA authorities that its name be chanced to MICA COUNCIL 
FOR ASIA" in view of the fact that the 14 countries served by 
the'Regional Office  belong to an area extending from 'Test
Asia to Australia, it  was made clear that the name of the
Regional O ffice  should remain as it is.

Retirement of Dr. Hauritz Bonow

67. The Council received with acclamation the information 
given by the Regional Director that the building of the Regional 
Office had been named "BONOW HOUSE" by the Central Committee
of the ICA.

68. The Council unanimously adopted the following 
resolution i ,

"In  view of Dr. Mauritz Bonow's retirement from 
the Presidentship of the ICi" after a long 
period of outstanding service to the "br.ld
Cooperative Movement, the ICA Council for South
£ast i-*sia places on record its deep gratitude 
to Dr. Mauritr. Bonow for his inestimable
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services to the Cooperative hoveruent of the 
South-East Asian Region, particularly the 
key role he played in starting the Regional 
Office and Education Centre for South-East 
Asia and his continuous and strong support 
of it„ The Council wish as 'Jr. Bonow a long 
and happy retirement."

AGSl'TDA ITEi . HO'. 16 s INSTITUTE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT 01? 
AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIOll IH ASIA (IDACA)

69. Instead of holding a separate meeting of the Board of 
Advisers of IDACA, Mr. Togawa, the nanaoing Director of IDACA, 
wished that its affairs be discussed by the Council as such.

(i) The minutes of the 12th neeting of the Board of Advisers 
held in Colombo in November 197 4 were accepted as correct.

(ii)  n r . Togawa informed the Council of the activities 
carried but by IDACA since the last meeting of the Board of 
Advisers. The seminars and courses held after the last 
meeting were classified  as follows s

(a) Project-oriented seminars?

(b) General Training Courses in Agricultural 
Cooperatives? and

(c) Seminars held in collaboration with the 
ICA and the Afro-Asian Rural Reconstruction 
Organisation (AARRO).

70. He reported that project-oriented seminars were of 
short duration and vrere for participants recruited from areas 
where agricultural development programmes wero being implemented. 
He found that. due .to. the sonin~rs b„:-ing of short duration, it 
was d ifficult to expect the participants to get a full under­
standing of the working of multipurpose cooperative societies 
and of government policies in respect of agricultural and 
cooperative development in Japan. The participants had evinced 
keen interest in technical problems of agricultural production 
such as those relating to fertilizers , farm chemicals and farm 
machinery. However, such technical matters were not priority 
areas in these seminars.

71. Areas of common interest were found to be s-

i) The achievement of modernization and industrialization,

i i )  The main factors for high productivity in agriculture 
and the role of the cooperatives in this regard,

i i i )  The achievement of 100 per cent involvement of farmers 
in cooperatives,
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i v ) Government policies for agricultural and cooperative 
development, and

v) The development of new farm lend and the introduction 
of new crops, the formation of groups within coopera­
tives and the i reties^.’ relating to the amalgamation 
of societies. These were factors in farming;, but 
understanding the concept of a farming complex seemed 
d ifficu lt  for the participants.

7 2. There were two project-oriented seminars,, One was held
in March 1975 for 7 participants in all, from the Philippines, 
Malaysia and Thailand. One society studied was a reclamation 
cooperative society where all the members were settlors end the 
other was an ordinary amalgamated multipurpose society which is 
now making efforts for the development of new cro p s .. The 
other project-oriented seminar was held for 14 participants 
from Thailand. The participants of this seminar were from; the 
village level.

73. As regards general training courses in agricultural
cooperatives, Mr.Togawa reported that the participants of the 
general training course were generally government officers.
They were generally of two types: (i) those who work in coopera­
tives as Assistant Managers, Managers or Directors, and
(ii )  those who work in government departments concerned with 
cooperative development. There were 19 participants in. such a 
course held from September to December 197 4. They were all 
from Asian countries.

7 4. A seminar on "the Role of Cooperatives in Community
development" was held in collaboration with RECA of AARRO in 
July-August 19 75 and another seminar was held in August 1975 
for four Brazilian cooperators.

75. A Regional Seminar on "Agricultural Cooperative 
Marketing with Special Reference to Distribution Methods" was 
held in collaboration with the ICA ROEC in September 1975.
There were 23 participants 6 of whom wore cooperative teachers.

76. A general training course in Agricultural Cooperatives 
was being held under the Colombo Plan from October to December 
1975 with 20 participants of whom two were from Brazil and 3 
from Africa whilst the rest were from the councries of the 
Region.

77. Reviewing the activities to be carried out in the next 
year (1976-77), Mr. Togawa reported that the basic policy of 
the activities of IDACA continued to be on the lines discussed 
and confirmed by the previous meetings. He said that emphasis 
was placed on project-oriented seminars whilst the Colombo Plan 
courses would relate to studies of multipurpose cooperatives,
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practical ways of running a cooperative, study visits at 
village level and observation of the working of cooperative 
organisations and of facilities  afforded by them at village 
prefectural and national levels. He said that much importance 
was attaclied to the follow--up of these activities. This was 
done by issuing booliLets and brochures giving information on 
the recent developments and achievements in the Japanese 
movement, to former participants„

78. The programme of activities for the next year (1C76--77)
would be as follows s

i) A project-oriented Seminar for 15 participants from
Thailand to be held from June to July .1976?

ii)  A. project-oriented seminar of 4 weeks duration for
8 participants from the Philippines and Brazil in 
June-July and October-November 1976 respectively to 
study the role and functions of agricultural coopera­
tives in agricultural development?

i i i )  A. Regional Seminar to be held in September 1976 in
collaboration with the ROEC for 25 participants 
for a period of three weeks. The Council dccided that 
the subject of this seminar should be "Cooperative 
Insurance and Promotion of Savings."

iv) A Colombo Plan Course for general training in Agricul­
tural Cooperatives to be held for 2% months from 
October to December 1976 for 20 participants.

v) A seminar to be held in collaboration with RKCA of AARRO
on the "Role of Cooperatives in Community Development"
in March 1977 for 15 participants for a period of 3 week£

vi) A special course of short duration (2 weeks) for a
small number of coop^rators provided the cost of 
international travel is borne by the; participants or 
their organisations.

vii )  The publication of IDACA Mews an-fl other reference books 
as usual.

AG Si/! DA ITEil riO. 17 ; VOTE OF THAFKS TO THE CHAIR

79. Mr. Hunter of Australia moved a vote of thanks to the 
Chair and in this connection expressed the appreciation aad the 
best wishes of the Council to Mr.Kularejah who had been Chairman 
of the Council for a number of years. This was carried with 
acclamation.

New Delhi, P.E.  WEERAMAK
ICA Regional Director & 

January 9, 1976 Secretary, ICA Council for S .E .  Asia


