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A CENTURY OF CO-0PERATTON.

AN EPITOME OF
THE BIRTH AND CROWIH OF THE NATIONAL MOVEMENTS.

INTRODUCTTI ON.

One hundred years ago the 28 Rochdale Weavers opened thelr humble
co-operative store In Toad Lane; to-day Co-operatlive Organisations
practlsing the Principles which the Piloneers concelved as the basls of
thelr enterprise are to bo found throughout the world.

: Through the cenbury 1844 to 1944 this brochure traces: the sarly
beginnings of the Co-operative Movement country by country - not many
of them have yet attained a century of actlvity - and thelr development.

Although prominence 1s glven to Rochdale Consumers' Co-operation,
Retall and Wholesale, the Agricultural Movements and the Credlt Socie-
ties are also mentioned in order to make the plcture of a Century of
Co~-operative Effort more complete.

As far as possible, statistical developmen% 1s shown from decade
to decade, but in some instances other periods have been used, in view
of exceptional development or according to the materlal avallable.

A few countrles have been omitted, elther becauwse avallable in-
formation concerning them was too incomplete to give a satlsfactory
plcture or because the Movements are only at the very beginning of
their history. '

Colconial territories are not ineluded as, apart from Ceylon,
Malaya, Nigerla, the Cold Coast, North Africa, Cyprus, and the Duteh
East Indles, Colonial Co-operation is either In its embryonlc stage

or does not yet exlst.#

Though the Birth and Growth of Co-operation are only sketched 1n
the briefest outline, the facts and flgures reveal something of the
spiritual force behind them and reflect the struggles and difficul-
tles, the greatness and glory of the co-operative past. They tell,
"of course, an unfinished story - one which co-operators living all
over the world are carrylng on to-day - and i1t ls to them that thls
survey ls offered. May the achlevements of the past, which are por-
trayed in these pages, ve an encouragement for co-operators of all
lends in their task of bullding the co-operative future.

. % - See "Co-operation in the British Colonies", a serles of factual
surveys published in the "Revliew of International Co-operatlon',
Januery-December, 1942.






GREAT BRITATN.

Up to the end of last century many countries in Europe were stlll co-
cperative deserts, while in England the modern Consumers' Movement started
by the 28 Rochdale Ploneers in 1844 had by 1900 a strength of 1,439 Socle-
tles with 1.7 milllon members. :

Practlcally every major constitutional development 1s associated with
the years 1863 to 1872. The English and Scottish Wholesale Socletiles,
founded in 1864 and 1868, respectively, the Co-operative Unlon (1869), the
Co~operative Insurance Soclety (1867), C.W.3. Production and Bankling, all
trace the history of their development back to that ten~year period.

But It is only since 188l thaet comparable statistlcs are avallable
with regard to Retall Distributive Societies.

Development of Consumers' (Retaill Distributive) Societies.

Yoar. Socleties. Membershlp. Retall Turnover.
(In Million &)

1881 ..vuun 971 547,212 15.4

1891 ...... 1,307 1,044,675 30.6

1901 .0 1,438 1,793,167 . 92.8

1911 ...... 1,403 2,640,429 : 74.8

1921 ...... 1,352 4,548,557 218.8

1931 .iuess - 1,188 6,590,020 207.9

1941 ..., 1,059 8,773,255 302.2

1942 ... s 1,058 8,924,868 319.4

The average‘co-operatiVe trade per head of the populatlion of Great
Britain amounts to £35.

At the present time 1t 1s estimated that the Movement handles aboubt -
12% of the total food and allied trade of the country; ln some essoential
commoditles the proportion is very much higher, as indicated by the num-
ber of reglstrations for ratloned goods held by Socletles. . .In July,’
1942, Co-operative Societles supplied 27% of the (estimateéd) civil popula-
tion with sugar and preserves; 26% with butter, margarine, cookirig fats
and cheese; 24% with bacon and milk; 18% with eggs; and 14.5% with meat.
The Movement also handles about 207% of the coal trade and supplies one-
third of the nationt's milk, Some years before ths war, 1ts bread sales
represented more than 257% of total bread consumption.

In July, 1943, the Movement secured 5.8 million new commodity regls-
trations, bringing the total to 82 million. Present totals for individual
commodities are: sugar and preserves 11.6 million; bubter, fat, margarine
11.4 million; cheese 11.3 million; bacon and ham 10,6 milllon; eggs 7.8
‘million; meat 6.3 milllon. _

Takling Scotland alone, the flgures are evén more impressive. Of the
population of 4.7 milllon, co-operative membershlp ls 1.9 mlllion and
average co-operatlve purchases per head of the population £53. Co~operative
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registrations, too, are above the national average, viz., sugar 40%,
butter 397, bacon 34%, cheese 39%. Sales of Scottlsh Retall Socletile
Increased from £34 million in 1932 to £58 million in 1942, :

The English C.W.S., the oldest Consumers' Wholesale Soclety in the
world, thls year celebrates 1ts 80th Anniversary. For 1943-44 1lts turn-~
over was £166.8 million compared with £82.8 million in 1932 and £51,900
in 1864. The Scottlsh C.W.S. celebrated its 75th Anniversary in 1943
with a record turnover of £35 million compared with £16 million in 1932
and £81,094 1n 1868. Both Wholesales have a vast number and variety of
Productive Works and Factoriles.

The English and Scottish Joint C.W.S., established in 1882 to handle
the business of the two Wholesales in tea, coffee, cocoa, chocolate, and
colonial produce, had a trade in its flrst business year of £286,848, in
1933 of over £5.9 million, and in 1943 of more than £8.3 million.

RBqually impréssive are the figures for the Co-operative Insurance
Soclety, which had a premium income last year of nearly £12 million, and
the Banking Department of the C.W.:S. with a turnover of £1,075 million.

. Great Britain 1s one of the two countries (France being the other)
whlich have a National Federatlon of Workers' Productlve or Co-partnership
Socletles. It was about 1850 that a band of Christlian Soclallsts began
to set up "self-governing workshops" in-and about London. Early diffi-
cultles were overcome and co-partnership grew up from 12 Socleties in 1883
to 70 Socleties in 1893 and 110 1in 1904. In 1882 the Co-~operatlve Produc-
tive Pederation, Ltd., was founded. No official flgures have been issued
as to the number of Workers' Productive Societles slnce 1931, when 74 werc
in operation. In 1941 the C.P.F. comprised 40 Soclebies, which would in-
clude the largest and most important of the Productive Socleties, with a
membership of 14,300 and a turnover of £3.6 milllon,agalnst a membership
of 43 Socleties with 15,200 members and a turnover of £2.6 million in 1931,

The Agricultural Co-operative Movement began in 1889 wlth the forma-
tion of the Aspatrla Soclety in Cumberland - which 1s still iIn existence =~
for. the purchase of artificlal fertillsers. The perilod of most rapid
growth in the Socletles was durlng the active life of the Engllsh Agricul-
fural Organisation Society (1900-1923). Since then Agricultural Organlsa-
tion Socleties have continued to foster the growth of the Movement in
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, but the English Socleties have been
left to develop unalded, except for the support derived from the trading
and banking facilitlies of the English C.W.S., of which many are members.

The Agricultural Movement has always been strongest in the dlstribu-
tion of agricultural requirements - feeding stuffsg, fertilisers, soceds -~
now emounting to a total of £12 million annual sales. In Northern Ireland
co-operative creamerles have played a large part, bubt thelr existence is
now threatened by the development of the condensed mllk Industry.

In March, 1943, the Movement counted in England alone 196 Socletles
with a membership of 84,500. Thelr marketlng turnover amounted to £9.1
million and supply of agricultural requirements to £8.95 million.

2.



AUSTRTITA.

, Co-operation in Austria In its early years shared to a consider-
able extent the more sallent features of the German Movement. The first
Organisations to be formed were Schulze-Delltzsch Credlt Socletiles,
which founded a Union In Vienna in 1869. The development of Raiffelsen
Socleties on a larger scale in the present territory of Austria belongs
to the years 1887 to 1893, when they recelved the support of the Govern~
ment.

Consumers'! Socisties based on Rochdale Principles began to develop
among the Austrian workers in the early 60s, but some of them falled.
tne of the first to make real progress was the FPlrst Workers'! Co-opera-
tive Soclety of Lower Austrla, founded in Vienna in 1864.

In 1872 the General Unlon of Austrlan Co-operative Socletles
(Allgemelner Verband der auf Selbsthllfe beruhenden deutschen Erwerbs-
und Wirtschaftsgenossenschaften in Osterreich) was formed which absorbed
the Schulze-Dellitzsch Unlon and comprised most of the Consumers! Socle-
tles. In 1896 and 1898 some Workers' Socleties tried to break away
from the General Union, and in 1901 they formed a Union (Osterrelchls-
cher Genossenschaftsverband). Its development was facllliitated by a new
law on compulsory audlting which gave Unions the right to audlt thelr
affiliated Societles' accounts; at the end of 1903 the new Uhion com-
prised 184 Consumers' and some Workers' Productlive Socletles. The
General Union stilll had 200 Consuwmers'! Socleotles, so that the Consumers'
Movement was divided into two equally strong groups; attempts to unlte
them succeeded in May, 1904, with the creation of the Ceuntral Union of
Austrian Consumers' Societles (Zentralverband dsterrelchischer Konsum-
vereine). The following year the Wholesale Soclety (@rosseinkaufs~
gesellschaft osterreichischer Consumvereine, G0C) wes establlshed.

Austrla at that time was composed of many nationalltles, a fact
which caused much difflculty and friction. In 1908 a large number of
Czech Socletles in Bohemla left the Central Unlon and formed one of
their own.

In 1912 the Central Uilon comprised 515 Socletles with 273,000
members and a turnover of Crowns 85 million. 0f the Socleties, 371
were German, 82 Czech, 26 Polish 19 Itallian, 13 Slovenlan, and 2
Roumanilan.

In the small Austrian Republic which emerged 1in November, 1918,
from the former Austrian Empire, the Co-operative Movement was con-
fronted with enoymous difficulties. Economic chaos relgned, inflation
set in, followed by mass unemployment ~ the former lagted for 4 years,
but the latter became permanent.

P.T.O.
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The Central Unlon was reconstituted in November, 1919; it consisted
mainly of Consumers' Socletles but included also Productive, Building y
and Settlement Societles and People's Homes.

For more than three decades the greater part of the Consumers'
Movement was closely connected with the Social Democratic Party, a fact
for which 1t suffered in 1934. Four days after the outbreak of the
conflict between the forces of the Dollfuss Government and the armed
section of the Socialist Party in February, orders were issued f£ar the
control of the Austrian C.W.S. and the Vienna Consumers' Soclety. The
Government's declared purpose of control was to eliminate all political
activity by Consumers' Organisations and to confine them to thelr eco-
nomlc and soclal purposes. Self-government was restored to the Vienna
Soclety In June, 1936, and to the Wholesale in January, 1936.

Following the selzure of Austria by Germany in March, 1938, a Com-
missar was appointed by the authorities of the Relch to control the.
~actlvities of the Austrlan Thion and Wholesale, and, through them, of
- the whole Consumerst! Movement.

Subsequently the Consumers' and Agricultural Movements (ﬁhe latter’
in 1936 comprised 3,770 Socletles with 441,400 members) were incorpora-
ted in the German Movement end shared their fate.

- With regard to the menbershlp flgures of the Consumers' Movement
below, the decrease from 1924 to 1928 was due to the fact that many
people who had been obliged to obtaln their rationed supplies from Con-
sumers' Socleties went elsewhere when State control ceased, whlle those
who were reglstered as members but dld not buy thelr requirements from
thelr Soclety were struck off the membership lists.

Development of Austrlan ansumers' Societies.

Year. Socleties. Membership. Turnover.
(In MIIIIon Sch.)
19285 ..00e 128 475,500 134.5
1928 ..... 121 255,600 148.9
1932 ..... 109 268,200 139.3
1934 ..... 101 : 264,500 115.2
1936 ..., 99 259,400 , 118.2
1937 «eeue - - 124.6

The trade of the Wholesale Society @oc (1nclud1ng affiliated
auxiliaries) in the last two years for which statistics are avallable

was: 1935, Sch.78.6 million; 1936, Sch.82.4 mlllion.



THE BALTTIC STATE S.

LITHUANTA, LATVTIA, AND ESTON T A,

In the three Baltic States, which gained thelr Independence from
Czarlist Russla after the last world war but became part of the Soviet
Unlon in August, 1940, the Co-operative Movement made an essentlal
contribution to the restorstion and development of the national econo-
mic life, and Lithuanian, Latvian and Estonlan Co-operative Organisa-
tions becams the largest trading enterprlses in thelr countriles.

In LITHUANIA, tvhe largest of the three States, the first Consu.
mers! Soclety was founded in 1869 in Vilna, but pronounced co=-opera-
‘tive development dates from about 1904.. Before the first world war
there were on the present territory of Lithuanla 200 Consumers! So-
cletles, 112 Credit and about 80 Agricultural Socletles.

A new perlod of development, partlicularly in. the sphere of Con=-
sumers! Co-operation, commenced ir 1919 with the establishment of the
Republic. Consumers' 3Jocleties (including Rural Supply and Sale So-
cleties) increased from 250 In 1919 to 410 In 1923; durlng the same
years the total of all types of Socletles increased from 270 to 870
and to 1,960 in 1926. In 1939 the Movement comprised 1,170 Socle-
tles - including 185 Dairles, 160 Agriculturel (including Rural Sup-
ply and Sale Socleties), 3580 Credit and 30 Consumers' Socletles pro-
per; alsoc 240 Cattle-Control Circles and 125 Associations for the
common use of agricultural machinery.  Total membership was aboutb
250, 000. ‘ '

Most of the Agriculiural and Rural Consumers' (Supply) Socletles,
whose trade in 1938 totalled Lits 99.1 millIon with 22,000 mémbers,
were organised In the Co-operative Wholesale Society (Lietuvos Zemes
Uklo Kooperatyvu Sajunga "Lietukis"), Kaunas, founded in 1923, which
In 15 years achieved such a development as to control notable per-
centages of the national supply of some commodities of mass consump-
tion - for instance, sugar 76%, salt 84%, herrings 26%, cement 59.5%,
glass 22%, synthetic fertilisers 100%, agricultural machinery 80%,
;iilﬁroducts 42%. "Lietukis® trade- In 1939 amounted to Lits 138.9

On L
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The 30 Consumers' Socleties proper are confined to the blg towns.
The largest is the Kaunas Soclety "Parama', which had asbout 30 stores;
and owned the blggest bakery in the country before the war.

At the beginning of 1939, in addition to the Consumers! and Rural
Trading Societies, there exlsted 315 Co-operative Credit Socletles
with 117,000 members, and 185 Co-operative Dalries with 18,000 mem-
bers. The Daoliries were organised in the Central Union of Co-opera-
tive Dairles (Centraline Lietuvos Pieno Bendroviu Sajunga "Pienocen=
tras™), which controlled practically all exports of dairy produce and
eggs from Lithuanla.

In LATVIA, the second largest of the Baltic States as regards
population, the Movement goes back to the early 60s, but less thean 4%
of the 1,400 Co-operative Organisations which exlsted before the flrst
world war survived. The restoration of the Movement began with the
creation of 54 Consumers' Socleties in 1919; 358 were founded in 1920
end 106 in 1921. In the subseguent years the foundation of Credlt,
Fire Insurance and Dailry Societles predominated. Altogether,; from
1919 to 1928, 2,194 Socletles were reglstered. '

. The natural development of Co-operation in Latvia was interrup-
ted under the régime which followed the armed "putsch" of May, 1934,
ané the whole Movement was adapted to the new leadershlp ideology.
While the Government was favourebly disposed towards all sectlons of
the Movement - Consumers', Agricultural, Credlt eand Insurance - 1t de~
prived them of thelr autonomy and independence.

Under a law of 21st January, 1937, a Central Unlon (Centrala
savieniba "Turiba®) was established to which all the assets and
liabilities of the two former Unlons of Consumers'! Socletles were
transferred after thelr "voluntary" liquidation, and of which all
thelr former afflllated Socletles automatically became members. The
chief shareholders of "Turiba" were Government Banks.

In 1939 there were about 1,700 Co-operative Socletles with
431,000 members., "Turiba® then comprised 225 Consumers' Socletiles,
178 Dairies, and various other organisations. Consumers'! Socleties



had a membership of 33,000 and a bturnover in 1938 of Lats 59 mlillion.
Sales to Consumers' Socleties represented 41% of the total turnover of
"Turiba® - Lats 80 million.

Latvlan Dalry Societles, an important sector of the Movement,
were organised in the Central Union of Dairy Socleties (Latvijas Plen-
saimnlecibas Centrala Savieniba), which established a number of shops
and rectaurants for the sale of millk products, also a Gentral Milk
Station. Although the Central Union and 1ts auxlliariles underwent
organlsational changes, the Dalry Societles were not Ilnterfered with
under the new regime

In contrast with the smallness of the country, ESTONIA has a
large number and varlety of Co-operative Organisations which have
shom vemarkable vitality.

The first Consumers' Soclety was founded in 1902; by 1917 there
were about 150 with 17,000 members. - In 1919 the Movement was or-
ganlsed in the Central Unioh of Estonia (Eestl Uhistegline Liit) com-
prising 10 separate Unions for different types of Societles:. The most
important are Consumers', Daliries, and a varlety of Marketing and
other Agricultural Societies. Total membership was about 236,000.

One of the first developments after the Rugslian Revolution was
the creation In 1917 of the Estonian Wholesale Soclety (Eesti Tarvita-
jate Keskihisus, E.T.K.), - universal provider, large-scale producer
and exporter for the whole Movement. One guarter of all goods sold
were produced in 1ts own factorles; they included a great varlety of
commodities from agricultural machinery to paper, from soap to tinned
fish. In 1939 E.T.K.!'s turnover amounted to Ekr.36.3 million. In
the same year, of the most important goods imported, such as ferti-
lisers, agricultural machinery and implements, salt, sugar, kerosene
and tobacco, over 50% of the country's requlrements were imported by
E.T.X. Its affiliated Societies then numbered 193, of which 185 with
54,000 members were Tradlng Socletles, with total sales of Ekr.52.1
million.



The retail sales of the Movement represented 25% of the retall
trade of the country.

262 Co-operative Dairies with 30,000 members controlled 93% of
butter and 10% of total cheese production. By 1936 about 70% of the
butter export was handled by two co-operative enterprises, but the
same year it was monopollsed and a new organisation set up by the
Government. ’

The Marketlng Organisations include Peat, Potato, Poultry, Frult
and Vegetable §oc§eEIes, DistIITeriles. There were also 650 Socle~
ties for the Use of Agricultural Machinery.

Credlt Socletles numbered 216, with 82,600 members, and 362
Mutuval Insurance Funds grouped 62,000 members, apart from 8 Insurance
Socleties, a Re-insurance Soclety and 2 Central Co-operative Banks.

In 1935 the whole Movement was co-ordinated in a National Cham~
ber of Co-operation set up by the State and placed under the control
of the Minister for Economic Affalrs "for the appropriate organisa-
tion and development of Co-operation and the promotion and protection
‘of 1ts interests'. At the end of 1938 the Chamber Included 3,300
Socleties of all types.

3% %* % ]

In 1940, when the Baltic States were lncorporated into the
U.S8.S5.R., the Consumers' Co-operative Organisations of the three coun-
tries were remodelled according to the Sovliet system and came under
the control of "Centrogoyus™, Moscow,

_ The next year, following the German atbtack upon the U.S.S.R.,
Llthuanis, Latvia and Estonla were invaded and occupled. Further
organlsational changes were lmposed upon the Co-operative Movements
and the German asuthoritles have since made use of all co-operative
facilitles for the tasks of distribution and supply - but, for the
time belng, Co-operation in the Baltlc States has lost its autonomy

end independence.



BELGIUM

The Belglan Consumers'! Co-operative Movement has developed in
close assoclation with the political partles of the country and its
soclal classes. The Soclalist Co-operative Movement, linked to the
Belglan Labour Party, i1s by far the strongest, most progressive sec-
tion; the others are the Catholic, Christlan, Democratic and Liberal
groups of Societies, and Neutral Socleties which conslst very largely
of civll servants.

The earliest attempts of the Belglan workers at co-operative or-
ganlsation, mede in 1849, were in the sphere of production, but they
were short-lived. In the next £0 years the tendency towards Produc-
tive rather than Consumers' Co-operatlon persisted.

The nucleus of the present Sociallst Co-operatlive Movement was a
number of Co-operative Bakeries. These Bakerles weré represented at
the flrst Bolglan Workers'! Congress that led to the constltution of
the Belgian Labour Parity in 1885, and alsco to the extension of the Co-
operative Movement, with the creation of the well-known "Maisons du
Peuple" (they numbered 375 In 1939, wh’!:h are the social and political
centres of the whole Belglan Tabour Movement.

A few years later, during a period of agriculturel crlsis, Co-
operation began to develop in rural areas, and in 1890 a Central Agri-
cultural Union "Boersubond® was established at Louvaln.

12900 brought the foundation of the Wholesale Soclety of the So-
clallist Consumers' Societlesi and 1907 the creation of the Ihaurance
Soclety ¥La Prévoyance Soclale™ - which quickly became one of the
largest insurance enterprises in the country, and has developed re-
markeble health and social welfare sewvices, Including a number of
modern sanatorlis. .

The Union of Soclallst Consumers' and Productlive Socleties
(0ffice Coopératif Belge) was founded only in 1909.

Durling the period of the first world war and German occupation
the Co-operative Movement in Belglum suffered very serious losses,
and after the Armistice was faced with far-reaching tasks of recon-
struction and development.

’ In the early 30s the Movement was severely affected by the econo-
mlc crlsls and more particularly in 1934 by the failure of the Labour
Bank. The situation demanded the re- organisation of the Movement,
which wes effected In 1935 and 1936. ts structure was re-modelled
and the whole of its activity - commerclal, productive, education and

% Fédération des Socidtds Coopératives Belges. P.T.0.
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propaganda - was unlfied in a single Central Organisatlon (Société
Génerale Coopérative) which in the last year before the outbreak of
the war sold goods to the value of Fr.164 million.

Development of the Soclalist Consumers! Movement.

Retall
Year. Socletles. Membership. Turnover.
| : ' (In Million Fr.)
Consumers! 1890 .... - 13,270 ’ 4.8
Socletles. 1904 .... - 103,350 . 26.9
1910 " s 0o - 1‘70,‘740 4:409
1923 .... 51 245,700 257.2
1931 .... 54 288,300 723.9
1938 .... 40 305,200 663.1
Productive 1924 .... 19 3,470 15.1
Socletles. 1931 .... 22 5,380 41.8
1938 .... 22 5,900 ' 53.7

It was estimated before the war that the Belglan Consumers!
Movement as a whole comprised about 25% of the population.

The development of co-operative productlon in Belgium 1s not
malinly centralised, as in most other countrles, in the Wholesale
Soclety, but rather in large Regional Societles -~ for instance, the
productive works at Micheroux belong to the Union of Lidge and those
at Jolimont to the Soclety "Au Progrés".

3 i * *

The "Boerenbond" 1s to-day a very powerful organisation. More
than 1,200 Supply and Marketing Associations with about 128,000 mem-
bers were afflllated to 1t before the war; 1ts Wholesale Soclety owns
a number of o1l mills, flour mills, warehouses, auetlon merts; In
1937 1t supplied 1ts member Socletles with goods to the value of more
than half a millliard francs and sold agricultural produce amounting
to Fr.131 milllon. The "Boerenbond" has 1ts Central Credit Insti-
tute, and 1ts Insurance business 1ls one of the largest in the country.
The Walloon parts of Belglum have thelr own Agricultural Co-operative
Organlsations, but they are smaller, less co-ordinated and, there-
fore, much less powerful than the "Boerenbond", whlch operates mailnly

in the Flemish-speaking parts of the country.
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BULGARTA.

Bulgarias declared her independence of the Turks in 1878, and the
Co-operative Movement 1in the country dates from the early years of its
independence when Western progressive ldeas were eagerly adopted by
Bulgaerian 1intellectuals for the solution of national problems, Origi-
nating within the restricted limits of Credlit Co-operation of the
Ralffelsen and Schulze-Delitzsch types, it has developed In the course
of less than half a century a rich varliety of Co-operative Organisa-
tlons, especdally in the sphere of Agricultural Production, where
almost every product 1s co-operatively handled.

The first Rural Soclety was founded in 1890, the second in 1897
the first Consumners! Soclety was established in Kesanllk in 19013 and
the flrst People's Bank, a characteristic type of Society in Bulgaria,
in Sofia in 1903.

The'Ccmmercial Code at that time was a hindrance to co~0perat1ve
activity, which only developed freely after the amendment of the legal
provisions in 1903, A Co=-operative Law followed in 1907. In 1903
there were only 24 Socleties; within 4 years the number increased to
238 Socleties with 19,400 members. 1905 saw the foundation of the
Co-operative Insurance and Savings' Socilety ~ of Bulgarian Civil Ser-
vents, which has become the most important Life and Fire Insurance
0ffice of the country. .

Deyelopment of the Co-operative Movement.

Year. Socletles. Membership.
1905 L B B BN 2 24 ’

1907 s s 0 ’ 258 » : 19 400
1909 +.... - 604

1924 ... - 3,873 500 200
1935 +aves 3,105 - 803,600
1937 veenn 3,179 858,300
1939 +vees - 3,438 955, 800

More then half of the membership is comprised in Urban and Rural
Credit Societles. Agricultural Credit Socleties usually functlon as
General Purposes Socletles, undertaking also consumers' supply and mar-
keting activitles. Agricultural Co-operative Socleties collaborate close-
ly with the Agricultural and Co-operative Bank, which is the main organ
for the execution of the Govermment's agricultural policy. They often
function as Governmsnt agencies 1ln collection and marketing of crops, etc.

P.T.0O.
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Consumers*® Socletles based on Rochdale .Principles are mostly con-
fined to the towns. At the end of 1938 their total membership was
estimated at 150,000, about half of which was organised in 63 Socleties,
affiliated tc the Unlon and Wholesale Society "Napred", founded. in 1919.
Before the war the retall trade of "Napred's' Societies, other Consu-
mers' Socleties and Consumers! Departments of Credit Societles amounted
to Leva 1,585 million, which represented nearly 25% of the retall trade
of the country.

In 1942 "XNapred” comprised 85 Consumers' Socisties wilth about
100,000 members; retail and =aoiesale trade was Lve.2,740 million. Of
the total trade ol the country "Napred" and its Socletles were respons-
ible for 78% of the totel sugar supplies, 4% of rice, 50% of fuel slco-
hol, 35% of salt, 32% of copper sulphabe, 17% of petroleum and similar
products., -

"Napred®, like the Agricultural Co-operative Socleties, has been
allotted tasks in the framework ol the Government's war-time economlc
policy. Thus it undertakes o considerable part of the collection and
storage of grain on behalf of the Graln Export Direction.

The number of Co-operative Societlies and their membership at the
beginning of 1942 was as follows;-

Number. Members.
Crecdit Societies +vvivvnr. 2,520 550, 000
Consumers' Socleties ciec.. 155 105,000
Marketing, Purchasing and
Processing Socleties .... 127 20,000
Health and Publlic Works
SOCietieS 8 & 0 % & ¢ 8 e K P 9 TS 30 17’000
Insurance Socletles ... 100 355, 000

Productlve Socletles ..., . 923 241,000
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CZECHOSLOVAKTIA.

As part of the general political and national evolution, -Co-opera-
stion in Czechoslovakia developed in a number of separate Movements asso-
clated with political partles and national groups. It must also be re-
membered that before the constitution of the Czechogslovak Republic after
the last world war the western provinces of Bohemla, Moravia and Silesia
were under Ausfirlian rule, and the eastern provinces of Slovakia and Sub-
Carpathian Rusala were under Hungarlan rule.

The first Workers' Consumers' Soclety was founded Iin 1854 in Tmén
(near Prague) and another in 1861 at Staschov. It was not until after
the Prusso-Austrian war (1866) that the Movemenl Degan to take root
arong the workers. The Consumers' Soclety in Prague, founded in 1868,
and which in its first year had 3,000 members, bhecame the centre of a
rapid co-operative development. But, owing to lack of business exper-
ience, 1t failed in 1875, and with it disappeared the whole Consumers'
Movement, which comprised 500 Societies..  About 20 years elapsed before
the workers Iin Bonemia, Moravia and Sllesla undertook again the estab-
lishment of Co-operative Socletles, but for a time thelr interest centred
upon Productlive Societles, the first of which was established in 1896.
Consumers' Socleties followed.

After the passing of the Auditing Law (1903) in Aus’ ria, most of
these Socleties Joined the Austrian Unlon of Co-operative Socletles. The
Czech workers, however, desired to be independent; in 1908 and 1909,
respectively, they founded their own Co~operative Unlonh and Wholesale
Soclebty (Ustredni svaz ceskoslovenskych druzstev and Velkonakupni spolec-
nosis dr uzstev) which attracted gradually two-thirds of the Czech members
of the Austrian Unlon. Membershlp of the new Unlon increased from 30
Socleties at its foundatlon to 285 Socleties, with 71,500 members, in
1914. In 1918 all the remaining Czech members of the Auvstrian Union
joined the new Unlon.

The German (Sudeten) and Pollsh Workers' Co-operative Socletles
formed a separate Union (Verband deutscher Wirtschaftsgenossenschaften)
in 1919, and the former Austrian Wholesale Department, established 1905,
was “e-organised Into an independent organisation, the "GECY™ Productive
and Wholesale Soclety of Industrial and Economic Socleties ("GEG" Pro~-
duktions- und Grosselnkaufsverband fir Erwerbs- und Wirtschaftsverseini-
gungen) which, like the Union, had its headquarters in Prague.

In the sphere of Agrlcultural Co-operation the first Agricultural
Credlt Socleties (Mutual Savings and Loean Socletles) were founded only
in the 60s. They werse called "Kampelicky®, after btheir founder Dr.
Kampellk. By 1873 there were 450 Societles in Bohemia, 330 in Moravia
and Sllesgia. This development dld not extend to the eastern provinces,
whereo serfdom still exlsted.

Between 1850 and 1860 Credit Socletles of the Raiffelsen type were
established by the German rural populatlion. Rural and Urban Credit and
Loan Bankg on the Schulze-Delltzsch model were promoted simultaneously

PA . .
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by Dr.Simacek. The first Czech Ralffelsen Bank was created 1n 1890. The
number of Socletles Increased rapldly and consistently - in 1901 there
were 1,490 Socletles; in 1920 - 3,820; in 1929 - 4,190; in 1935 - 5,360..
These formed the basls of the agricultural co-operative system bullt up
in Czechoslovakia, but thelr original credit basis was expanded in 1895
wlth the formation of the first 10 Distributive Co-operatives.

~ In 1935 there exlsted 16,670 Socleties of all types organlsed in a
number of separate Unlons with a total membership of 2,189,500 - Agricul-
tural and Credit Socleties 1,274,200, Consumers' Socleties 915,300,

In the period between the two world wars the two chlef Unions of
Consumers' Societles -~ Czech and German -~ had to contend with enormous
difficulties. Immedlately after the first steps of reconstruction, a
period of inflatlon set in from 1919 to June 1922, followed by an equally
difficult period of deflation. The economlc depresslon which set in in
1928-30 hit the counbtry particularly hard - the number of unemployed dur-
ing the years 1932 to 1936 reached over 900,000. All these difficultiles
nad serious repercussions on the Consumers' Organisations, but both sec-
tions of the Movement kept their ground.

Development of the Consumers' Socletles of the Czech and German Unions.

Year. Socleties. Membership. TUrnover .
(In Million Ke.)

Cz. . G. Ccz. G. - Cz. G.

1922 .vevee 0 1,373 259 556,700 301,300 1,326 732

1929 ...... 1,043 176 443,200 231,900 1,343 587

1936 ...ene 744 166 447,800 238,500 1,156 466

1937 ceenne 740 162 - 491,200 231,300 1,320 486

The Czech Wholesale Society sold goods to the value of Kc.560.6
mllllion 1In 1937, and the turnover of the German C.W.S. in the same year
was Ke.321 million.,

After the occupatlon of the Sudeten territory, according to the
Munich Agreement, all Germen Consumers'! Socleties in Czechoslovakla and
thelr Central Institutions were liguidated.

When Bohemia and Moravia became a German Protectorate in March,
1939, the Consumers' Movement was centrallised nationally into one Audit-
ing Union, one Wholesale Soclety, and locally into one Consumers!' Socle-
ty for each town or district. In 1942 and 1943 Decrees were lssued for
the creation of new Central Orgenlisations - Agricultural, Consumers',
Building, Credlt. To these affliliation was obligatory, and the Central
Orgenisations were subject to various Ministries. For the Consumers!
Societies a "Trustee” was appointed in Novembeor, 1942, empowered with
all rights which normally belong to the statubory organs of Socletles.

In Slovekia the Movement functions as a part of nazl war economy,
but no detalls are avallable.
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DENMAREK

It is in Denmmark that Co-operation has reached 1ts highest peak
in national economy; it hes also contributed immeasurably to the high
standard of efflciency and the prosperity of Danish agriculture, which
is based on the export of high grade agricultural produce and the im-
port of graln, feeding stuffs, fertilisers, and raw materials. To-
day, practically the whole farming community 1is co-operatively or-
ganlsed as producers as well as consumers, and in the towns, too, Con-
sumers' Co=-operation 1s well established.

Before 1882 no Co-operative Dairy Socletles exilsted. In 1937
they numbered 1,416 (including 11 Co-operative Butter Export Socie-
ties) with 190,000 members; together the Dalry Socletles handled 91%
of milk supplied to all dalries in the country, while the Butter Ex~
port Societies handled 51.8% of the total butter exported. In the
same year Co=-operative Bacon Factories, started in 1887, were respons-
ible for 84% of the animals slaughtered at all exporting slaughter-
houses, and, Jointly with the Egg Exportatlon Soclety, founded In
1895, they handled 25% of the total export of eggs.

Co-operative purchasing of feeding-stuffs was organised in 1899;
by 1938 the co-operative share of all purchases amounted to 67% of
the tetal consumption, while the Co-operative Fertilliser Soclety (es-
teblished 1901) supplied 39.6% of the total consumptlion of commercilal
manures. . :

Consumers! Co=-operation had preceded the formatlon of Farmers!
Sale and Agricultural Supply Organlsations. The first Soclety on
the Rochdale model was founded In 1866 at Thisted in Jutland, and
from the 803 onward Consumers' Socletles rapldly developed. While
In other countries the working classes took the lead in their estabe
lishment, in Denmark it was for many years almost exclusively the
rural populatlion who formed Consumers' Socletles, and only towards
the beginning of the 20th century d4id factory workers, civil servants,
etc., begin to avail themselves of the advantages of Consumers'! (o=
operatlon.

The Danish Wholesale Soclety (Faellesforeningen for Danmarks
Brugsforeninger, F.D.B.), Copenhagen, founded in 18396, serves both
the Agriculturel and Industrlal Consumers' Socletles and collaborates
closely with the other co~operative sectlons of the Central Organisa-
tion of the Farmerst Movement, De Samvlirkende danske Andelsselskaber.

PlTl O.
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The Industrial (Workers!) Co-operative Movement, which before the
war comprised 40 Consumers' Socletles with 77,200 members and turnovor
of Kr.33 million (including the Copenhagen Soclety "Hovedstadens
Brugsforening", the largest in the country with 33,600 members) is or-
ganlised In the Co~-operative Union,Det Kooperative Fasllesforbund,
Copenhagen, founded 1922, , :

- Development of Consumers! Societles.
(Agricultural and Industrial)

. Retall Wholesale
Year. Socleties. Membershilp. TUrnovoy. Turnover.

. (In Million Xr.)
i8¢2 ... 547 75,300

1908 veae ) 1’191 ) 169,100 - 4101
1911 ....: 1,286 181,300 - - 48,8
1921 v etae l, 799 556, 400 "_ 174:06
1831 .... 1,796 321,500 242.0 131.5
1939 .... 1,901 402, 000 361.5 216.2

In 1942 the membershlp of the Consumers!' Socileties reached 427,000,
and the trade of the consumers! sector 1n that year was Kr.614 million
out of a total co-operative trade of Kr.2,202 million. Before the war
the Consumers' Movement handled 30% of the country's retall grocery
trade, and, on the basls of 4 persens tc a family, nearly 50% of the
population was served by Consumers' Socletiles.

In 1940 there were 7,206 Co-operative Socletlies of all types, in-
cluding 1,390 Dalrles, with a total membership of 1,896,000 and & trade

of Kr.2,49'%7, 000, 000,

In Denmark, as in Norway, there have been signs of growing confi-
dence in the Movement during the war. These are particularly re-
flected 1n the progress of the Copenhagen Soclety, whose memborship had
inecreased by the end of 1942 by 30%, number of shops by 21, and volume
of trade by 15% compared with a rise of only 5% in the food price index.
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FINLAND.

In 1800 only one Co-operative Store existed in Finland. To-day
one out of every slx lnhabitants is a member of a Consumers' Co-Opera-
tive Soclety. ‘

In 1903 Socleties counted 190 with 19,500 members; 310 Co-opera-
tlve Stores, 300 Daliry Socleties, 200 -Credit Banks, and 190 other So-
cietles hed been esteblished by 1907, a total of over 1,000 Socleties
in six years.

By 19&l, 1n just over a quarter of a century, the numbor of So-
cletlies had reached 5,600 with 730,800 members, of which 4,900 with
275,500 members were Agriculbural Socleties.

Since 1916 %two Consumers'! Movements have exlsted. in Finland, the
"Weutral®™ and "Progressive". The Wholesale Society (Suomen Osuus-
kauppojen Keskuskunta, S.0.X.) - now the C.W.S. of the Neutral Move-
ment represenied by the Union, Yleinen Osuuskasuppojen Liitto, Y.0.%.
(1908} ~ was established in 1904 with 27 affiliated Societies. The
Progressive Socletles left S.0.K. and founded their Union (Kulubusuus-
kuntien Keskusilitto, XK.X.) in 1916, and their Wholesale Soclety
(Osuustukkukauppa, OTK) in 1917.

K.K. Societles are urban in their liocatlion; those of Y.0.L. are
rural, which accounts for thelr much larger number. As regards in-
dividual membership, retvall and wholesale trade, the two Movements
are falrly comparaeble in strength. ‘ _ :

Development of consumers' Socleties.

Year. Societies. Membership. Retail Turnover.
v (In Million PFmk.)

1903 .. 66 13,000
1909 .. 506 102,000

Y.0.L. K.K. Y.0.5L. K.X. Y.0.L. K.K.
1922 .. 470 112 176,500 160,850 416.6 735,%7
1831 .. 422 111 228,900 241,600 1,506.7 1,067.8
1838 .. 417 1258 299,300 306,600 3,034.4 2,103.3
1940 .. . 400 119 295,100 317,800 5,516.8 2,887.0
1941 .. 400 119 540,000 336,000 4,020.0 3,000.0
1942 .. - = 360,000 358,000 4,400.0 3,295.0
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Before the war the two Movements together handled one-thlrd of
the national retall trade and well over one=-third of the wholesale
trade ~ proportions unsurpassed in any other country.

Both Wholesales possess flour-mills, match factorlies and other
successful productive enterprises. Value of supplies from S.0.K.
factories in 1941 was Fmk.400 million, 1ts total turnover for that
year was Fmk.1,Y75 million and in 1943 PFmk.1l,770 million; OTK turn-
over for the same years was Fmk.1l,613 milllon and Fmk.1,612 million,

respectively.

The Finnlsh Agriculture’l Co-operative Movement, comprising about
5,000 Socletles, 13 united In the "Pellervo"” Soclety, founded on the
initlative of the Finnlsh Co-operative Ploneer, Hannes Gebhard, in
1899. "Pellorvo® comprises in its membershlp all sections of the
Movement - consumers', producers' and credlt - and also acts as Cen-
tral Organisation for Education and Propaganda. ‘

The Agricultural Trading Co-operative Societles and the Rural
Consumers' Socletles are supplied by thelr Wholesale Soclety "Hank-
kija" (1905) with agricultural requirements. The Co~operative Dalry
Socletles, which are responsible for about 80% of Finnish dairy pro-
duction, have their own butter export organisation ~ "vallo" Soclety
(1905) - which handles about 90% of the country's butter export.

More than 1,000 Credit Societies are affiliated to the Central
Unlon of Agricultural Credit Socletles (Osuuskassojen Keskusllitto),

founded 1928.

The Agricultural Co-operatlve Socletles in the Swedish-speaking
districts - about 180 with 45,000 menbers ~ have thelr own Central
Union (Finlands Svenska Andelsfdrbund), founded 1919, Wholesale So-
clety and Butter and Export Marketing Organisations, The Unlon 1s
also a member of "Pellervo".

%* ¥
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. During the Russo-Finnish war and by the terms of the Peace, the
Consummers' Movements lost valuable distributlive and productive en-
terprises, restaurants, warehouses and administrative bulldings in
Karella. After the reconguest of the territory following Finland's
entry into the world war in June, 1941, many of the Socleties, fac-
tories and other property were found to be wholly or partly destroyed.
Rehabllitation and rebullding was undertakon lmmediately and a large
part of the enterprises are now again actlve.

18.



FRANCE.

In France Co-operation developed mainly in three sectors: Consumers',
Agricultural, and Workers' Productlvs.

The famous French Consumers' Soclety, "Commerce Véridique et Socialh,
at Lyons, founded by Michel Derrion and Joseph Reynier in 1835, was short
lived, and only in the second half of the century, under the influence of
Rochdale, was a lesting foundatlon laid for the development of the Consu-
mers' Movement. In 1869 there were 110 Co-operative Stores and 30 Co-
operative Bakerles; at the turn of the century 1,560 Consumers! Socleties
with 454,700 members, 250 Workers' Productive Societies, and 2,500 Agri-
cultural Syndicates. TFrance maintained the lead over all other coun-
tries 1n the organisation of industrlal production through Workers' Pro-
ductive Socleties, ' - '

In 1831 the tobtal number of Socletles of all types.was 35,360 with
‘5.4 million members, including 30,030 Agricultural Socletles wlth 2.9
miliion members, and 3,260 Consumers'! Socisetles with 2.3 million members.

The French Consumers' Movement in 1ts early years was organised in
two UnIdns - the Neutral, founded in 1885 at the first French Co-opera-
tive Congress in Paris and inspired by the famous School of Nimes, a small
group of co-operatlve ldeallsts led by Professor Charles Glde and Emille
de Boyve, who saw ln Rochdale the germ of a future social order; and the
Soclallst Union, founded at Paris in 1900.After 10 years of discussion
and effort unity was achleved by the Pact of Union signed at the Congress
of Tours in 1912, and the National Federation of Consumers' Socleties,
FP.N.C.C. (Pédération Nationale des Coopératives de Consommation) was
created. '

The flrst Wholesale Soclety was founded in 1888, but it lived only
untlil 1895. The exlsting Wholesale Soclety (Megasin de Gros, M.d.G.)
began buslness in 1907 with the modest turnover of Fr.3.8 million; by
1939 1ts turnover had Increased to Fr.l,277 million.

Development of Conswuers' Societles and Co-operative Bakeries.

Year. Socleties. Membership. Retall Turnover.
. (In Million Fr,)

1901 cevensnn 1’560 - 454,700 i

1911 ieeennn 2,810 799,200 262.5

‘ Consumers'! Socletles Afflliated to F.N.C.C.

1922 AR EEEE) V 1’940 ) 13399’000 -

1931 vevvnne 1,240 1,576,000 2,764.0

1937 ceevsee 1,010 _ 2,454,000 2,996.3

1938 cvenene 837 2,500,000 3,290.0

P,T.0.
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An outstanding feature of the development of the French Consumers'
Movement was the 13 large Reglonal Socletles, the greater number of which
were found 1n the industrial distrlicts of North and North-Eastern France.

It was estimated, before the war, thot the Consumers' Movement
reached about 10% of the population.

After the fall of Paris far-reaching changes of structure ln the
French Movement were imposed by the new soclal and economic leglslation.
The F.N.C.C. and the M.d.G. were merged Into one Organisation, the Cen-
tral Committee of Reorganisatidon (Comité Coopératif Central de Réorgani-
sation, C.C.C.R.). These drastlc changes included the retirement of
three well-known co-operative leaders, but the direction of the Movement
was placed and has remained in the hands of one of the three General
Secretaries of the F.N.C.C., a Director of the M.d.G., and a Director of

the Soclety of Control. |

] 3 ¥* *

The Workers! Productive Socletles are organiséd in the Chambre Con-
sultatlve des Associations Quvrieres de Production, founded in 1884.
Before the war they numbered between 400 and 500, with 33,000 members;
more than half were engaged 1n bullding and publlc works. :

French Agricultural Co-operation 1s very diversified. It is estl-~
mated that about 80/ of the French rarmers and peasants are linked with
the Agrlcultural Movement, whose Central Organisation is the Fédération
Nationale de la Mubualité et de la Coopédration Lgricoles, founded in

1910.

' The "syndicats" - asgricultural professional associatliens - number-
ing about 20,000 with about 1% million members and operating under a
special law of 1884, fxlfll largely the functlons of Purchasing Organl-
sations, whlle speclal Co-operative Socistles, under the Agricultural
Co-operative Law, amended and codifled in 1939, exist for the marketing
of agricultural products, such as cereals, dalry products, wlne, edible
‘01ls, ete. The 1,500 Wheat Co-operative Socleties handled about 80% of
the wheat crop in 1939, and the 2,500 Dalry Societles were responsible
for about 20% of dalry production. The capacity, of the wine cellars of
the 800 Wine Producers' Societles 1s equal to about 30% of the average

yearly production of the cowntry.-

Credit Socleties, about 6,000 in number with a membership of 450,000,
are closely llnked wlth the Government'sfagriculyural credlt policys
‘their apex Organisation - Calsse Nationale de Crédlt Agricole - is a
public corporation with financial autonomy.
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GERMANY.

The names of. two co-operative ploneers stand out In the early hils-
tory of the German Co-~operatlve Movement - Schulze-Delitzsch and Raif-
felsen. The initiative for the formation of the first Co-operative
Organlsatlions in Delltzsch came from Herman Schulgo-Dellitzsch, who in
1849 founded a Sick Benefit and Death Fund followed by 2 Supply Assocla-
tions for joiners and bootmakers. In 1850 he founded the flrst Loan
Association, out of which evolved the well-known Schulze-Delitzseh Cre-
dit Socleties. In Ellenburg, a small industrlal town, the first Con-
sumers' Soclety was formed in 1850, followed by Associations of Arti-
sans. About the same time - in 1849 =~ Friedrich Wilhelm Raiffelsen
founded an Assoclation for the purchase of cattle, out of which evolved
the first Agricuvltural Credit Societv based on unlimited 1iability.

.The co-operative ldea spread rapidly. ~ Each 'year until 1806 an
average of 21 Socleties were formed; from 1867 to 1888 the average was
64; from 1889 to 1903 1t was 715; in the three years 1904 to 1906 it
roae-to'l,194. 4t the end of 1906 there were 25,710 Socletles of
various kinds, a figure which had increased by 1931 to 53,030 Socleties
. with 9.5 million menbers, of Whidh 1, voo were Consumers! Societies with
3.71 million members. )

The first Central Co-operative Organisation was established in 1859
following the first Congress of Loan and Credit Societies organised by
Schulze-Delitzsch; in 1864 the Goneral Unlon of German Industrial and
Economlc Socleties (hllgemeine Verband der deubschen Erwerbs- und Wirts-
chaftsgenossenschaften) was founded, which comprised 337 Loan and Credit
" Socisetles, 40 Supply and Productive, and 15 Consumers' Societies; in .
1894 the German Consumers' Wholesale Soclety (Grosseinkauisgesellschaft
deutscher Consumvereine), Hamburg, was founded.

In the 90s relations between the middle~c1ass Credit‘Societies and
the predominantly workling-class Consumers' Socletles became stralned,
all the more as the latter experlenced a rapld development which
threatened the predominance of the Credlt Socletles. Ideologlecal 4if-
foronces added to the difflcultles, and at the Congress of 1902 at
Kreuyznach the C.W.S. and 98 Consumers' Socletles were excluded from the
General Union. These Socletles and others fourided their own Unlon in’
1903, the well-known Central Union of German Consumers' Societies (Zen-
tralverband deutscher Konsumvereine), Hamburg. ‘

The Central Unlon enjoyed only ten years of unbroken development;
then came the first world war, excessive state economic control and in-
flation. Mbre stable conditions prevailed from 1925 untll the advent
of the nazi réglme in 1933.

P.T.0,
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' Develobment of Consumers! Socleties of
Zentralverband deutscher Konsumverelne, Hamburg.

Year. " Socletles. Membership. Turnover.

' (In MIITIon Rm.)
1903 ... 627 573,100 131.8
1913 ... 1,140 1,705,000 4%2.0
1925 ... 1,113 3,383,800 616.0
1930 ... oO74% 2,820,141 _ 1,240.0
1932 ... 949 2,950, 000 944.0

: There also exlsted a much smaller Consumers' Unlon, the Relch Union
of German Consumers' Socletles (Relchsverband deutscher Konsumvereine),
Cologne, established in 1908-12, which comprised mainly the Roman Catho-
lic Consumers!' Socletles in Western Germany - particularly the. Rhineland
and Westphalia -~ . and some Socleties of Civil Servants. In 1923 these
Socletles formed a Wholesale Soclety "Gepag", Cologne.” The Union in
1932 comprised 259 Socletles with a membership of 758,000 and a trade of
Rm.150.9 million. , '

After the advent of the nazl régime the old Consumers' Unlons were
liquldated and a new Central Organisation, the"Reichsbund", was formed
under nazl control. The two Wholesales Socletles were emalgamated. The
whole Movement was deprived of 1ts co-operative .character, many Socie-
tles, including the largest, were liguldated and subseqguently what re-
mained of the great German Consumers! Movement was absorbed by the
German Labour Front. In place of the former Consumers' Socletles,
Supply Centres have been organised, whose Wholesale Organisation 1s the
Labour Front controlled "Gemeinschaftswerk" which has absorbed the
Wholesale Soclety wlth all 1ts wvaluasble assets.

Agricultural Socletles, which are operating under the direction of
the "ReIchsnahrstand™, the corporate organisation of German agriculturs,
number about 46,000 - including 21,000 Credit Socletles, 14,000 of which
are also engaged In trading operations, 16,000 Trading Societies (Mar-
koting and Purchasing), and more than 8,000 Socletles for common use
(electricity, machines, etc.). The total membershlp of the Agricul-
tural Socteties 1s about 5 million,

# The decrease 1ln membership was due to the exclusion of so-called
"paper soldlers" who jolned Socletles during the war and inflatlon
period, but returned to private traders as soon as the latier were

able to meet thelr requirements.
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HUNGARY.

Distributive Co-~operation was practlcally unknown in Hungary in
the beginning of the 90s - there were perhaps 20 stores in exlstence.
On the other hand, Co-operative Banks were leading the way,andat the end
of the century numbered about 1,000, An experiment to extend co-
operative distribution throtigh a Co-operative Central Bank resulted in
the esteblishment of over 50 Co-operative Stores by the end of 1899.

In 1898 the "Hangya' Co-operative Wholesale and Productive Socle-
ty ("Hangys" Termeld-, Hrtékeslto- és Pogyasztisl Szdvetkezet: a Mag-
‘yar Gazdaszovetsdg Szovetkezetl Kdzpontja) was founded, and has deve-
loped iInto a powerful orgenlisation for the supply of 1ts farmer mom-
bers and for the sale of thelr produce, the latter mostly through a
number of subsidlariles. Its affiliated Consumers' Societles extend
to practically all the villages throughout the country.

At the end of 1931 there were 4,310 Socleties with 1.4 million
members, of which 1,567 were Distributive Socleties with 805,800 mem-
bers.

Development of Consumers' Soéieties.

Year. ~Societies.' Mombership. Retall Turnover.
| (In Million Pgd.)

1898 tuern. 29 12,540 1.0

1901 +.e000s 171 152,820 9.0
1911 * &0 0 00 R 1’095 16‘7’990 55!5
#1918 ...00e 2,140 658,270 124.9¢
1921 ... u0e 1,911 - 795,140 56.6
1931 .u0nes 1,616 638,040 77.6
¥#1940 vuuus e 1,887 641,800 220.6
1941 .,.even 1,953 700,120 -

"Hangya" 1s to-day the largest tfading concern in Hungary. Its
trade has rapldly increased during the war from Pg6.212 million in
1939 to‘Pgo.254.5 mlillion in 1940, Pgd.359.5 million in 1941, Pgd.451

‘/ Turnover figures re-calculated on averagé monthly rate of exchange
of the Gold Crown, as published by the Hungarian Finance Ministry.

# 4After,the Treaty of Trianon. % After the Second Vienna Award, 1940.
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million in 1942 and Pgo.602 million in 1943. It fulfils many fune-
tlons as a Government agency - colleetion of Government controlled

produce, export monopolies, etc.

Although the first Urban Credlt Soclety for Artisans was estab-
lished in 1851, the first Rural Credit Soclety on the Raiffeisen modsl
was only founded in 1886 by Count Alexander Karolyl and became the
starting point of a rapidly developing Credit Movement. By 1894 the
first Central Credlt Orgenlsation could be establlished with 400 Credit
Soclietles, which led in 1898 to the foundatlion of the present Central
Credit Instltute of Credlt Co-operative Societies (Orszégos Kozpontil

Hitelszovet xcze ).

Development of C(Co-operative COCredit Socleties.

Year. - Societies. Membership.
1899 tesevinnss 712 ' 141,600
1909 tievrienns 2,206 579,100
1913 . cvivnden 2,425 693,200
1917 seeneencee 2,430 635,400
#1919 s ennanne 1,026 296,700
1929 v ivennsn 1,010 363,300
1938 e ereacos 1,012 468, 500
%#1940 .ovveinacos 1,386 668, 000
1941 iveii e 1,464 734,000

The oldest Agricultural Co~- operative Society is the Co-operative
Association of Hungarlan Farmers (Magyar Mezdgazddk Szdvetkezete),
founded 1891, a Supply and Marketing Soclety for large and medlum
landowners witu a membe"ship before the war of 6,300.

Organisatlions of more recent foundatlion are - The Hungarian Cen~
tral Assoclation of Co-operative Dalries (Orszdgos Magyar Tejszdvet-
kezetl Kdézpont mint szovetkezet), founded in 1922, with 794 Socleties
and 99,300 members (1937)' and The Central Unlon of Handlcraftsmen's
Co~operative Societies (Iparok Orszagos Kozpontl Szdvetkezete) created
by the Law of 1924 for providing credilt to small Industry, supplying
raw material, machinery, tools, marketing and, In some cases, export-
" ing members' products. In 1937 it comprised 52 Socleties wlth 7,500

members.

The apex of the whole Movement is the Uhlon of Hungarian Co-
operative Socleties (Magyarorszdgl Szdvetkezetek Szdvetsége), a non-
trading Central Organlsatlion established in 1909.

ot v

* After the Treaty of Prianon. #% After the Second Vienna Award, 1940.
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ICELAND.

Iceland in the far north of the Atlantic, with 1ts northern coast
touching the Arctic Circle and with a sparse population of only about
120,000 inhabiltants, has, notwlthstanding natural handicaps, developed
a comparatively strong Co~operative NMovement.

Since 1263 the island has been a colony, of Norway until 1381 and
then of Denmark. In 1918 1t became an independent state in a personal
union with Denmark, a tie which In 1944 has been severed by the Declara-
ticn of an Independent Republic. The connectlon with Denmark has had
a profound Infiuence on the trading condltions of Iceland. For 200
years the Danlch Governmsnt sold to certaln commercial houses the privi-
lege of all trade with the island. For the next 50 years trade was
only open to persons residing in the Danish realm, and 1t was not until
1855 that freedom cf commerce was obtained. But the carlier conditlons
had left their mark upon the country, the people were very poor, they
had no capital, no ships for the export and import of goods.

In 1869 three Trading Socleties were cstablished with the object of
amelliorating the standard of 1life of the people. They wers joint-stock
companies formed by public subscriptions from the districts which they
gerved. In the following years the number of Trading Socletles in-
croased, bub most of them had a short existcnce and the last only sur-
vived a littie after 1880.

The first real Co- operative Society, which is s8till in existence,
we.s founded in 1882 in ThingeyJaruysla in the ‘north of the 1sland by
people who had heard of the Movement in England and Denmark. Goods
were bought from a wholesale house in England and sent to the Society
twice a year; in return the ship brought back wool and live sheep. The
Society increased its membership rapidly; similar Societles developed
in ovher parts of the country, and by 1900 were functioning in most
distrlcts; soon they began to cstablish thelr own slaughter-houses.

In 1902 the Federation of Icelandlc Co-operative Societles (Samband

Islenskra SamvinnuPelaga, S.I.8.) was founded. In 1910 it commenced
the sale and purchase of goods for Societies, and in 1917 opened a
Wholesale Department at Reykjavik. Purchase and sale agencies were

established in Leith, Copenhagen and Hamburg, but the latter was closoed
in 1933. In 1940 a New York agency was opened :

" 8.I.8. also owns and operates a number of factoriles; in 1958 their
output was Xr.2.3 million, in 1942 Xr.6.3 nillion. Its affiliated
Societles ~ with the exception of two Consumers! Soclieties -are all of
the marketing and purchasing type. They own and operate slaughtor-

P.T.O.
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houses, refrigerating plants, dairies, fishing stations, a flsh meal
factory, a cod liver oll refinery, greenhouses and other enterprlses.
The Federatlion handles more than a quarter of the country's total im-
ports, and controls 80% to 90% of the export of agricultural goods
(frozen and salt lamb, wool, sheepskins), fish, etc.

Development of the Federatlon of Iceland Co-operative Societles.

Tr adoe Turnover.

Sociletle s, v Pederatdion.
Socle- Sales of | Sales of
Year. ties. Members. Supplies.. Produce. Total. Supplies. Produce. Total
(In Million Kr.) (In Million Kr.)
1927 .. 38 7,100 4.6 7.4 12.0
1930 .. 39 7,600 ~ - - 7.4 6.4 13.8
1938 .. 46 15,300 18.9 11.7 - 30.6 10.5 11.7 22.82
1941 .. 48 18,600 39.7 31.5 71.2 27.7 26.7 54.4
45.4 23.8 69.2

1942 .. 50 20,200 61.5 . 47.9 109.4

Consumers! Co-operation 1s practically confined to- the capital
‘where the Movement developed only about ten years ago. In August, 1937,
the Consumers' Soclety "RKron" emerged from a fusion of a number of small
Socictles. It has 12 stores iIn Reykjavik 1tself and 5 in surrounding.
districts. Its membershlp Increased from 2,820 in 1937 to 4,070 in
l942. There 1s only one other Consumers! Soclety, a small one with
less than 200 members. Combined turnover increcased from Kr.3 million

in 1938 to Kr.11,2 milllon in 1942.

NOTE: Fluctuation in prices and increases in money values are largely
responsible for the turnover developments shown above between

the years 1938-194%.
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ITALY.

In Italy, as in Germany and Austria, Credlt Socletles formed the
cradle of co-operative activity. The first People's Banks on the
Schulze-Delitzsch model were founded by Lulgi Luzzatti in Lodi in 1864
and in Milan in 18685. Luzzattli ~ who had come into contact with
Schulze-~Delitzsch in 1863 during hils studles 1n Berlin - published a
book on People's Banks, and for fifty years he promoted this form of
Co-operation.

In 187€¢ ne founded a Union of People's Banks. In 1923 they
numbered 829 with 498,800 members, & share capital of Lire 305,500,
and deposits amounting to Lire 3.9 million.

The first Ralffeisen Credlt Soclety was established In 1883;
Agricultural Co-operative Socletiss -~ Socletles for the Supply of
Seeds and Dairies - started about 1872; and Agricultural Syndicates
on the French model were organised from 1889 onwards. »

Productive and Labour Societles (groups of "braccianti" - manual
labourers) were an important part of the Itallan Co-operative Move-
ment; the flrst was probably the well-known Society founded in 1883
in Revenna, which developed later into the Unlon of Ravenna whlch em-~
braced the whole province.  Another stronghold of these Socletiles
was Regglo Emilia, where they were under the leadership of Antonio
Vergnanini who, after spending seven years In Geneva as a pollitical
exile, returned to Italy at the beglnning of the century. At one
time before the first world war there appear to have been as many as
8,000 Socletles engaged upon lmportant contracts for the construction
of roads, bridges, harbours, dralnage schemes, and public works of"
all descriptions. A well-known feat of these Socleties was the
bullding and management of the rallway from Regglo to Clano (50 km.
in length) which was opened in 1907.

The first attempts at Consumers'! Co-operation were made by the
rallway workers of Turin, who, in 1854, opened supply depdts in order
to obtaln some rellef from the prevailing high prices. These depdts
developed into a highly successful Congumers? Soclety, and the ex-
ample of the Turin rallwaymen was followed by those of Milan in 1879.
Consumers' Societles based upon Rochdale Principles, however, did not
develop extensively until after 1890.

P‘T‘OQ
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The Consumers', Workers'! Productive and Labour Socleties were
largely organised 1n the Lega Nazionale delle Cooperative, founded in
1886 with headquarters in Milan and a branch in Rome, as the outcome
of the first Congress of Italian Co-operators held at Milan that year
and attended by the English pioneers, Holyoake and Vansittart-Neale.
It comprised at i1its foundatlon 68 Societles; in 1901 the number had
increased to 530; in 1911 to 2,050; and in 1921 to 4,300, of which
2,250 were Consumers' and 2,020 Workers' Productive and Labour Socie-
tles. The membershlp at that time was about 1.2 million.

The advent of the fascist régime in 1922 led to the persecution
and destructlon of the Lega Nazlonale; by 1925 only 1,000 Socleties
remained, and in November of that year the Lega was dissolved by a
decree of the Prefect of Milan. _ .

In Decembér, 1926, a new Central Organisation - National Insti-
tute of Co-operatlion (Ente Nazionale Fascista della Cooperazione) -
for the supervision and assistance of Co-operative Societies was
created 1n Rome. In 1936 it comprised 15,600 Socletles with 3.3
million members grouped 1n 11 National Federations - Agricultural,
Transport, Consumers', Housing, Agricultural Labour, Workers' IFroduc-
tive, Agricultural Productive and Processing, Mutual Aid and Mutual
Insurance. Rural Credlt Societles and Co-operative People's Banks
were organised in separate Federations. The Federation of Consumers'
Societies included 3,460 Socleties wlth more than a million members
and an aggregate turnover of Lire 2-milliard.#*

In 1927 the first National Consumers' Wholesale Soclety was
founded in Milan with 10 member-Socictics, which number increased

during the first ten years to 2,115,

% Flgures for the Federation of Consumers' Socleties in 1942, re-
celved since the foregolng survey was compiled, show 2,850 Socie-
ties, 526,727 members, and combined turnover of Lire 1.7 milliard.

28.



THE NETHERTLANDS.

The first assoclation of a co-operative character in Holland was a
Credlt Socliety founded in 1874 under a law of 1855 for the establish-
ment of assoclations not directly concerned with the material Interests
of their members. Royal assent was refused to this Soclety, but eco-
nomic developments moved in the direction of Co-operation, and In 1876
the first Co-operatlive Act was passed (it is still in force to-day but
was amended in 1925). Only assoclations incorporated under thisg Act
are recognised as Co-operative Socleties, yet there are hundreds of
Socleties under the Law of 1855 whose alims and activity are hardly dis-
tinguishaeble from those of genuine Co-operative Socleties. Other Socie~
ties working on co-operative lines are organised as limltod companiles.

595 Socletles were reglstered by 1897; in 1900 - 924; in 1906 -
1,679; in 1924 -.3,040; in 1931 - 3,179; and in 1937 - 3,308, of which
2,350 were Agricultural Socleties, including 804 Credit.

Consumers' Co-operatlion has developed rather slowly and rather
differently from that in most other countries. The Neutral, Cathollec,
and a few Christlan and Socialist Scocletles have thelr separate Unlons
but are all affllliated to the Co-operative Wholesale and Productlve
Soclety "De Handelskamer", commonly known as "Haka", whlch 1s thelr
common Central Organisation for trade and productlon. The largest
Unions are the Central Union of Dutch Consumers! Co-operatlve Socletles
(Centrale Bond van Nederlandsche Verbruikscodperatlies), The Hague,
founded 1920, with 130 Socletles and 216,000 members in 1939; and the
Federation of Catholic Unlons of Co-operative Socletles (Federatle der
Diocesane Bonden van Katholleke Codperatleve Vereenigingen in Neder-
land), Utrecht, founded 1919, with 120 Societles and 39,880 menmbers.

The followlng table shows the development of the Socletles affi-
liated to "Haka" « but the turnover 1s that of the Wholesale as no com=
plete flgures of retail trade are avallable:-

Retall Wholesale

Year, Societies. Membership. Turnover.
| - (In Million F1.)
1915 ...hens 1354 92,300 6.2
1921 ......, 385 192,400 14.9
1931 sevvens 286 155,000 17.4
1938 ....0he 295 261,400 28.5
1939 ...v0e 350 301,000 - 31.0
1940 cvienns 290 258,900 , _27.8
P.T.0O,
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"Haka's" productive works - including flour and feed mills, cof-
fee roastery, biscuits, confectionery, soap, maccaronl - had a turn-
over before the war of F1.3.42 million. :

~ The Consumers'! Movement before the war reached about 15% of the
population. ' '

Dutch Agricultural Co-operation is strong in all spheres of pro-
cessing and marketing of agricultural products, as well as in the sup-
ply of agricultural requlrements and in the sphere of credit.

In the fleld of processing and marketing, specilal features are
the Co- Operatlve Sugar Factorles, which handle about 60% of all suger
beet grown, and the "vellings'" Socleties for the sale by auctlon of
agricultural produce, vegetables, eggs, wool, etc. More than half of
all Dutch dairies and creameries - 482 out of 819 in 1937 = are Co-
operative Organisations, and they handle approximately 75% of the milk
marketed. The Purchasing Socletles control a large percentage of the
agricultural requlrements of fertillsers, feeding stuffs and fuel.

The Agricultural Credit Socletles - about 1,300 - play a leading rdle
in supplying short-term credits for the farmers, and thelr membership
227,000 - roughly equals the number of farmers.

All seetions of the Co=-operatlve Movement in Holland, through the
Central Unions and Wholesale Socletles, were united in the Natlonal
Co-operative Council (Natlonale Codperatieve Raad) founded in 1934,
primarily for the purpose of defending the Movement against attacks
from middle-class organisations.

“ls
Eos
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Towards the end of 1940, following the German occupatlion of the
country, the Dubch economlc system was reorgsnised. on corporative
lines; six corporate bodles were set up, one for each essentlal branch
of 1ndustry, of which all economic undertakings, Including Co-opera=-
tive Organisations, were obliged to become members.

Subsequently the National Co-operatlve Councll was dissolved by
an Ordinance of the General Secretaries of Agriculture and Flsheries
‘and the Department of Industries, and a new Co-operative Council
(Nederlandsche Cooperatieve Raad) with far-reaching powers of super-

vision was established.
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NORWAY.

Agricultural Co-operétion~had an earlier development in Norway
than Consumers' Co-operation. The first Farmers' Requirement So-
clety was formed in 1880, and the flrst Co-operative Creamery 1in
18885.

~ After some attempts at Consumers' Co-operation In the 60s, the
successful Consumers' Movement of to-day ~ comprlsed in the Central
Union and Wholesale Soclety (Norges Kooperetlve Landsforening, -
N.K.L.) - was started in 1885 with the formatlon of the Christlania
(0slo) Consumers' Soclety. The Initiative came from Advocate Oskar
Dehli who, while studying labour problems in England, became acqualn-
ted with the Rochdale Consumers' Movement. The establishment of
N.K.L. iIn 1906 was also due to his efforts. :

Development of Consumers' Socistles Affiliated to N.K.L.

- Retall
Year. Socletles.  Membershlp. Turnover.

{In Million Kr.)

1907 ... 19 6,350 2.3
1917 ... 237 60,000 40.0
1987 ... 439 100,400 101.7
1937 ... 585 | ’ 160,100 168.3
1940 ... 664 181,000 195.8

1942 ... 673 ~ 200,000 203.0

N.K.L.!'s wholesale turnover has suffered a setback as a result
of the shortage of goods, the dlsruption of transport and other 4if-
ficulties during the war years; from Kr.62.6 million in 1939 1t had
fallen to Kr.49.8 million in 1942. Its margarine, chocolate, shoe
factories and flour mills, which are largely dependent on imported

raw materials, have had to reduce thelr output drastically.

It is estimated that almost one-third of the population are
served by Consumers' Socletles, and during the war years there have
been obvious signs of increasing confildence in the Movement. In
1942, membershlp of Socletles increased by 4,256; thelr flnanclal
positio% remains relatively good, and.share capltal has increased
by 11.3%. _

P.T.O.,
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The strongest groups of Agricultural Co-operative Socleties are
the Dalries - 664 1in 1940 with 85,800 memberss the Slaughfer Houses -
12 with 84,400 members; and the General Supply Co-operative Socle~
tles - 1, 908 with 65,000 members. Trade of these three groups of
Societies was over Kr.270 million in 1940, of which the Dairles
accounted for more than 170 million. The six Reglonal Agricultural
Wholesale Socleties, which supply mainly the General Supply Socletiles,
had a turnover of Kr.51.3 million in 1941.

The Norwegian Movement has suffered persecution at the hands of
the occupying power, it has suffered from the acute supply situation
end from other obstacles to progress -~ but it has been able to main-

tain its economic position.

The new record as regards individual membership, which 1in 1942
for the first time exceeded 200,000, has been accompanled by a marked
improvement in financlal stability. Betwoeen January, 1940, and
December, 1942, own capltal has increased from Kr.46.3 million to
Kr.58.4 million, and 1its percentage of the balance sheet total from

56.6 to 74.3.

The Co~operatlve Consumers'! Movement ls the only democratlc in-
- stitution in Norway which has not been dissolved or placed under
control, but the Co-operative Organlsations and Co-operators alike
have been deprived of thelr freedom - as in all the occupled coun-

tries.
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POLAND.

N

The first attempts at reforming Poland's economic life on the basis
of solidarity and self-help were apparent at the beginning of the 19th
century, but the politilcal and economlc situation which prevalled during
the century and the partitioning of the country by 1ts three adjoining
powers was the greatest lmpedimont to the development of Co-operation.

- Whilst the Movement in the Russian part of Poland was malnly of the
Consumer Soclety type, that under German rule comprised Agricultural
Socletles and Credit Socletles of the Schulze-Delltzsch type, and under
Austrian rule Agricultural Socleties of the Ralffeisen type. Among the
first Consumers'! Socletles founded in 1869 under the Inspiration of
Rochdale were three in Warsaw, Plock and Radom, which had an aggregate
of 1,600 members. ' ' '

The Russlan Revolutlion of 1904-05, when the Poles galned certaln
rights and freedom of action, was an important landmark in the Polish
Movement. In 1906 the first number of the co-operative journal
!Spolem" appeared and the Soclety of Co-operators was formed in Warsaw.
Its récord shows that in 1908 there were In the Russian part of Poland
670 Co-operatlive Socletles of varilous types, with 66,000 members. Three
years laster the Warsaw Unlon of Consumers' Socletles "Spolem" was creat-
ed, wlith 180 Socleties and 21,000 members, whilch acted also as a Whole-~
sale Soclety. _ :

During the flrst world war the Movement passed through a terrible
ordeal and meny Socletlea were entirely wiped out., In 1919, when .
Poland became a united and independent nation, the Warsaw Unilon of Con-
gumers'! Socletles was transformed into the Unlon of Polish Consumers!
Socletles. Later 1t became the Union and Wholesale Soclety of the
Consumers' Co-operative Socleties of the Republic of Poland - "Spolem"
(Zwlazek Spoldzielni Spozywcow Rzeczpospolite] Polskiej - "Spolem").

At the beginning of 1921 there were 1,750 Co-operative Socleties
with a membership'of 891,000 organised in 7 different Unions. By 1931
- the flgures had risen to 22,600 Socletles with 2,073,300 membérs; during
the next asix years the number of Socleties was reduced to 12,850, but
membershlp increased to 3,016,000, Of the total, 5,500 Societlies with
1.7 million members were organlsed in the Unlon of Agricultural and '
- Industrlal Socletles, Warsaw (Zwlazek Spoldzielnl Rolniczych 1 Zarob-
kowo-Gospodarczych Rzeczypospolitej Polskie]). o

BQT.O.
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Development of Consumers' Societles Affiliated to "Spolem".

Year. Socletles. - Membership. Retall Turnover. -
. (In Million Z1.)

1911 cieienn 178 21,600 14.5

1913 vieenen 274 36,900 ' 22.3

1924 ...vuen 707 350,200 78.5

1931 (ve.enn 794 339,200 145.7

1938 ... 1,880 395,630 170.0

The wholesale turnover of "Spolem" in 1938 was Zl.98’million.

The Ukrainian population in Eastern Poland has a Co-operative Move-
ment of lts own which staerted ln the last decade of the 19th century.
It was originally predominantly a credit movement, but later expanded
into other forms of co-operative activity.

An Auditing Union of Ukralnlan Co-operative Societies (Revisijnyj
Sojuz Ukralnskych Kooperatyv) was founded in 1904 in Lwow, and the Move-
ment developed steadlly except for the years of the last war, when it
suffered grievous losses. The Union comprised 3,455 Socletles with
645,000 members - about two-thirds were Agricultural Consumers' and -
Supply Socletles, the remalnder Dalry Societles, Co-operative Credit

Assoclations and others.

The Credit Associatlions are affilisted to a Central Ukrainian Co-
operative Bank ("Centrobank", Krajewyj Sojuz Kredytowyj), and the dif-
ferent types of Trading Socletlies have their Speclal Wholesale Organisa-
tlons - "Narodna Torhowla" for the Consumers!' Socletiles, "Centrosoyus" for
the Agricultural Trading Socleties, and "Maslosoyus" for the Dairy Socie-
tles. In 1938 aggregate turnover of these Wholesales exceeded Zl1.50

milliion.

Among the Jowish section of the population, Artisans', Agricul-
tural and Credlt Socletles emerged fowards the end of the 19th century,
but 1t was only during the final years of Poland's independence that
Consumers' Co=-operation developed. The most successful branch of
Jewlsh Co=-operatlon was its Co-operative Housling Soclietles, which in
the last years before the war bullt for the working people a number of
blocks of moderm flats and houses. Although the Jewlsh Consumers!
Socletlies were federated to the Unlon of Workers'! Consumers' Co-operd-
tlve Socletles, the Jewlsh Movement was a part of the National Move-

ment.

The German minority, too, had thelr own Socletles - mostly Agri-
cultural and Credlt. :
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ROUMANTIA,

- Co-operation in Roumania 1s predominantly agricultural. The first
Co~operative Organisations were Credit Societies, so-called People's
Banks, whilch were started in 1891 with the help of village school
teachers and priests. By a Law passed in 1903 the Movement had im-
posed upon 1t a far-reaching tutelage of the State which lasted until
1929, when a new Law freed 1t to a very conslderable extent, although
the Central Orgenlsation, the National 0ffice of Roumanlan Co-oOpera-
tion, was mainly dlrected by the Government.

In March, 1935, the Government passed amendments to the Law of
quite a reactionary character; the National Offlce was suppressed and
control of the Movement was handed over to 5 Central Organlsations,
which were united in a Central Co-operative Office. By the Law of
June, 1938, the functions of these Central Organisations were trans-
ferred to a National Institute of Co-operation (Institutul Natlonal al
Cooperatiel "Incop"), the declsions of whlch were subject to Government
veto., '

According to Information received in 1942, the Movement was again
undergoling re-organisation. A new type of credit instltutlion, the
Village Bank, was belng created all over the country, and so-called
Farmers!' Communities were being formed to take over most of the tasks
usually fulfilled by Agricultural Co-operative Socleties. The Govern- .
ment had promlised to support these Communitles in every way, ospeclally
by the preferentlal granting of State asslstance. The purpose of
these latest measures was to accelerate tho process of intensifying
agrlcultural production.

Although some attempts to organise Co-operative Socletles 1In the

. towns were made as early as 1870, Consumers'! Co-operation made little
advance before the flrst world war, During the post-war years a more
rapld development set in, but most of the Socletles were short-lived.
Even to-day the influence of the Consumers' Movement Is stlll very
small. In order to protect consumers against exploltation, especlally
by black marketeers, the Government recently resorted to a plan of or-
ganlsing, from above, compulsory Consumers' Groups for supplying thelr
members with food and other essentlals, and ordered Collectlve Purchas-
ing Organisations to be set up in all blg factorles, offices, busine
_enterprises, and in publlc Institutions.

P.T.0.
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How far these plans have materislised 1s not known, but for the
time being compulsory organisation takes the place of Voluntary Co-
operation in protecting the Roumanlan consumer.

Development of Credit Socleties (People's Banks).

Year. .Societies. Membership.
1901 eerennns 256 20,600
1913 v ieevnnen 2,901 583,600
1922 eivennen 3,213 717,500
1926 * e % o0 ¢ & 08 4, 415 915, 400

'1955'0‘00000000 5,860 -1’104:,400

. At the end of 1926 the total number of Soeletles of all types was
estimated at 10,750 with 1.6 milllion members; at the end of 1938 thers
existed 10,080 Societies, 7,990 of which reported 1.5 million members.

Since 1939 the National Institute of Co-operation "Incop" has be-
come one of the maln agenciles through which the agricultural policy of
the Government 1s lmplemented. It controls a large sectlion of the
agricultural processing lndustries, the marketing of agricultural pro-
ducts, and the supply of farm requirements. It overshadows the indi-
vidual Co-operative Socletles, of which there were 7,510 at the begin-
ning of 1941, with 1.2 milllon members.
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RUSSIA - TU.S.S.R.

The bilrth of Co-~operation in Russia, in the form of Artels - asso-
ciations of artisans, fishermen or peasants for the jolnt carrylng out
of work either for themselves or for a third party - dates back to
medieval times. The first modern Consumers' Soclety was establlished
in Riga in 1865, and the first Credit Soclety in Dorowatowo in 1866,
but 1t was not until the famine of 1891 that the real development of
the Movement began, following a change in the former antagonistic atti-
tude of the Government which had regarded Co- operation a8 a dangerous
political experiment.

The Moscow Union and Wholesale Soclety of Consumers' Socletles was
founded in 1898. In 1917 1t was renamed All-Russian Central Union of
Consumers' Societies "Centrosoyus"; in 1928 it was divided into the
Central Union of Consumers' Societles of the U.S.8.R. and the Central
Union of Consumers' Societles of the R.S.F.S.R.} in 1930 these two
Unions were merged in the Central Union of Consumers' Socletles of the
U.S.5.R. and R.S.F.S. R "Centrosoyus".

The first Russlan Revolution in 1905 marksed the beginning of rapid
co-operative expansion. For that year the total number of Co-opera-
tive Socletles of all types 1s recorded as 5,700, a figure which in-
creased to 11,300 with over 2.8 million members by 1lst January, 1908.
0f these, 3,500 wlth 550,000 members were Consumers' Socleties, 5,000
with 2 million members Credit, 2,500 with 290,000 members Rural Pur-
chase, Sale and Productive, and 300 Urban Productlve Socletles, for
which no membership figure is avallable.

The total number of Socletles In 1914 was 33,000, which included
12,000 Consumers! Socletles with 2 mllllon members, and 14, OOO Credit
oocietles with 8 million members.

A The development, experiments and fundamental transformations of
the Russlan Co-operative Movement during and since the first world war
can only be given here l1n broadest outline.

In 1917 "compulsory" Consumers! Co-operation was decreed, but was
not carried into effect till 1919. TUnder the New Economic Policy (NEP,
1921) the princlple of compulsory membershlp of Consumers'! Soclectles
for all citizens remalned in force, but the formation of voluntary Co-
operative Socletiecs was agaln allowed, and at the end of 1923 the
voluntary basls of Co-operatlon was to some extent restored.
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1930 marked another turning point in the history of the Soviet
Consumers' Movement - the gradual substitution of Co-operative Orgenl-
satlons by State Enterprises, culminating in the Decree of September,
1935, which ordered the liguidation of all Urban Consumers' Socletles,
and the handing over of all their functions and assets to the People's
Commlssariat of Internal Trade. The Rural Consumers' Societles were
not affected by the Decree. _

Development of the Consumers'! Movement.

Year. - Societles. Membership. Retall Turnover.
‘ (In Million Rb.)

1907 vaes 3,500 550, 000 -
1914 .... 11,400 1,650,000 290
1919 ... 53,000 18,500, 000 -

1924 .... 21,700 7,105,000 1,080
1931 .... 44,000 71,898,000 17,760
1935 ... 25,300 40,837,000 15,420
1938 vuu. 24, 000 37,000, 000 35,950
1940 v.us 28,400 36,000, 000 43,000

(25% of total
internal trade).

Agriculture in the U.S.S.R. is organised in the well-kmown Collec-
tive Farms (Xolkhozes), of which there are about 243,000 with 19 mil-
lion mernbers. Approximately 99% of all arable land was cultivated\by
the Collective Farms before the war.

Other existing groups of Socletles Includs 12,230 Artisan Socle-
tles with 1,642,000 members organlised in 412 Pederatlons, and one All~
Russian Council; 2,320 Productlve Sccieties of Dlsabled Men, with
240,300 memberss 3,900 Forestry Societies with 371,000 members; and
1,000 Fishermen's Collectlve Organlsations with 150,000 memliers.

38.



SPATN

Propaganda for Co-operation and the establishment of Co-operatlve
Socletlies started ln Spain, as in other countries Of Western Europe,
about the middle of last century, but it was only towards the end of
the century that the Rochdale Princilples were first disseminated by
Juan Salas Anton, & Catalonlan and Republican, who became the apostle
of Consumers' Co-operation in Spain and founded the flrst Consumers!
Socleties 1In Catalonla. In 1899 he organlsed the "Congreso Coopera-
tivo Catalano-Balear" at Barcelona, which resulted in the foundation
of the flrst Co-operative Federation, the Regional Chamber.of Co-
operative Socleties in Catalonia and the Balearic Islands. In 1919
this became the Provinclal Federation of Catalonian Co-operative Socio~
tles (Federacidn Reglonal de Cooperativas do Cataluna), Barcelona.
Meanwhile, in 1914, a Regional Union of the Socleties in Northern Spain
(Union de Cooperativas del Norte de Espana) was founded at Bilbao and,
in 1920, a Union of Civil Servants!' Co-operative Socleties (Federacidn .
de Cooperativas de Funclonarios de Espana)} in Madrid.

The Agricultural Movement also developed towards the turn of the
century. From 1901 to 1906 nearly 100 Agricultural Credit Socletles,
mostly with unlimited 1iability, were founded; by 1920 they numbered
725 with 70,000 members. -Agrlicultural Syndicates for the sale of
produce and supply of requirements were glven a privileged position by
the Law of 1906. The law furthered thelr rapid development and they
worked in close collaboration with the Agricultural Credlt Socleties.
In 1916 the National Roman Catholic Agricultural Confederation (Con-
federacidén Catdlico-agraris) was founded in Madrid; in 1926 it com-
prised 54 Federations with 4,700 Societies and 2.5 million members.

Following two unsuccessful attempts 1In 1913 and 1921 to form a
National Federation of Socletles based on Rochdale Principles, the
Natlonal Federation of Co-operative Socleties of Spain (Federacidn
Nacional de Cooperativas de Espana) was founded in Madrid in February,
1928. In 1933 it comprised 465 Societles with 109,000 members, or-
ganlsed in the Union of Co-operative Sociletles of Northern Spain, tha
Federatlon of Co-operative Socletiss of Catalonla and the Reglonal
Federation of Co-operative Socleties of Central Spain (Federacién Re-
glonal de Cooperativas del Centro de Espans), founded in 1932.

At the Proclamation of the Republic in April, 1931, co-operators
hed the ground well prepared for successful action. In the autumm of
that year a Law was passed guaranteeing the free development of Co-
operative Socleties and encouraging thelr activities. In Moy, 1936,
the Spanish Wholesale Sociloety (Central Cooperativa de ébastecimientos)\
started operatlons.

P.T.0,



Wiren the Clvil War broke out in July, 1836, the Natlonel Federa-
tlon placed the services of the Movement at the disposal of the
National Commission of Food Supply, and Co-operative Organisatilons,
central and local, played an important rdle 1n feeding the population
untll the war ended in March, 1939.

The Natlonal Federatlon experlenced a tremendous development
durling those dlfflcult years. At the end of 1937 it comprised 3,773
Socletles with 1.2 million members (1,200 Consumers' Socletles with
832,800 members, 2,200 Agrlcultural Socleties with 230,000 members,
365 Workers' Productive Socleties with 20,000 members, and 8 Housing

Societies with 63,400 members).

The totalitarian or syndicalist régime, established in the spring
of 1939, brought the Co-operative Movement under the direct control
of the State and deprived it of its autonomy and free development. By
a new Co-operatlve Law, published in January, 1942, the whole co-
operative organisation became part of the totalitarlan structure of
the country; centralised control and a compulsory system of reglonal
and central assoclations of Co-operative Socletles were lntroduced.
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SWEDEN.

Co~-operation was born In Sweden at the turn of the century. In
the decade 1897 to 1906 no less than 3,160 Sociletles of different
kinds were reglstered. In 1931 the whole Movement counted 14,640
Socleties with 722,620 members. In 1941 totel membership was 736,500
in Consumers' Socletles and 765,000 in Agricultural Societles.

The Union and Wholesals Soclety of the Consumers' Movement
(Kooperativa Férbundet, K.F.), Stockholm, was founded in 1899.

The smallness of the population in relation to the area of the
country presented peculiar difficulties for developing the Co-opera~
tive Movement, but they have been overcome. I -

Developmenﬁ bf Socletles Affiliated to K.F.

Year. Socleties. Mexbership.  Retail Turnover.
' ~ (In Million Kr.)

1901 veees . 44 11,000

1908 ..., 394 65,700 22.0
1811 ..... ‘ 492 . 81,900 25.4
1921 LIE B I . 896 - 253, 4:00 : 2270"
1931 «iene 803 481,300 348.0
1941 ooee 678 736,500 720.8

1942 ..... 676 . 765,700 731.1

The importance and influence of the Consumers'! Movement is far
greater than lts flgures suggest. It has dellberately and consis-
tently devoted itself to reduclng the general level of prices, and has
thus served not only its members but the whole community. By 1its
fight against cartels and monopollies 1t has won unlversal renown.

In 1943 individual membershlp increased to nearly 800,000, while
retall trade (Consumers' Socletlies plus K.F. retall enterprises) was
about Kr.830 million. '

P,T.0,
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The Consumers' Movement 1s estimated to reach nearly 30% of the
population; it hendles from 20 to 25% of the natlion's food trade, and
produces 30% of Sweden's consumption of crisp bread and margarine.

K.F.'s enormous expansion of co-operative production durlng the
war years 1s of outstanding importance as a contribution to the
Swedlsh nation&l economy. In many spheres of productlion it has
ploneered, establishing new rationallsed processes of manufacture,
introducing new inventlons and creating new opportunities for the
uae of Swedlsh raw materials to relleve the shortage of imported
goods or to glve employment to Swedlsh workers. In some industrles,
especlally in the production of artificlal wool and staple flbre,
K.F. has attained not only a leading, but a dominant, position. It
has added many new factories to 1ts imposing range of productive en=-
terprises, and the range of K.F, products has extended far beyond
the "consumer goods" sphere - to-ceollulose, staple flbre, paper,
pulp, artificlal rubber, charcoal gas, producer gas equipment, chemi-
cal raw materiels, synthetlc fertilisers, and a great varleby of

other commoditles. v . ‘

Among the Agricultural Co-operatlve Socleties, Dalry Socletles
with 214,000 members, Meat Marketing Societles, also with 214,000
members, Rural Credlt Socleties with 111,000 members, and General
Purchase and Sale Socleties with 59,000, form the strongest groups.
In 1941 the value of the turnover of the Agricultural Trading Socle-
ties exceeded Kr.l milliard.
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SWITZERGLAND.

. Co-operative organisation in Switzerland 1s even older than the
State itself, whose name "Eldgenossenschaft" testlfles to the co-opera-
tive character of the Swlss community. Among the original types of
Co-operative Organlsation were Cattle-Grazing and Alplne Water Socle-
tles. The first modern Co-operative Socletles were established about
the year 1800. ) '

In 1890 the Swilss Commercial Reglster contalned 1,570 Co-operative
Societies, 3.770 in 1900, 7,180 in 1910, and nearly 11,170 in 1920. In
1931 the number of Socleties had risen to 12,800 with nearly 900,000
members, but, as a result of the process of amalgamation, which has
been the poiicy of all progressive Co-operative Movements during the
last 20 years, 1t was reduced to 11,37¢ at the end of 1941. ‘

The strongest group are the Agrilcultural Socletles - Dalrles,
Cheese Factorles; Stockralsing Societiles, Agricultural Purchase Socle-
ties. .

, Consumers' Socletles number approximately 1,200 and are organlsed
in the Un¥fon and Wholesale Soclety of Swiss Consumers' Societles (Ver-
band schwelz,Konsumvereine, V.8,K.), Basle, founded 1890; the Union of
Agricultural Socletles of Eastern Switzerland (Verband ostschweiz.
landwirtschaftl.Genossenschaften, V.0.L.G.), Winterthur (Rural Socle~
tles), founded 18963 and the Unlon of Swiss Co-operative Socletles
Konkordia" (Verband der Genossenschaften "Konkordia" der Schwelz.),
Zurich (Catholic Socleties), founded 1908. .

Development of Consumers'! Socletises Organiéed In V.S.K.

: Retall

Year, Socleties., Membership. Turnover.
(In Milllon Fr.)

1891 ..., 43 35,000 14.5
1901 .04 128 96,489 35.7
1911 .o ue - 3560 224,420 109.3
1920 «vese *493 362,280 330.8
1931 ... 516 415,660 300.5
1941 ... 546 508,460 371.2
1942 vevu 546 529,340 406.1

‘ V.S3.K's wholesale turnover in 1943 was Fr.267.3 million. It con-~
trols & number of subsldlaries engaged in productlion, notebly the Bell,
A.G., the largest Swiss meat factory, and two blg flour mills.
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- During the war the Co-operative Movement has made and 1s meking
an invaluasble contribution to the mation's food supply which was :
serlously threatened by the blockade. V.S.K. organised a very effec-
~tilve "Grow More Food" campalgn in support of the official campalgn,
and one of 1ts subsidlaries, the Swlss Market Gardenlng Co-operatlve
Society, which already cultivated 1,350 ha. - mostly reclaimed moor
and waste land -~ has put another 200 ha. of waste land under cultiva-

tion.

The V.0.L.G., the Central Organisation of Agricultural Consumers!
Socletlies in 11 Cantons of Eastern Switzerland, supplies consumer
goods as well as agricultural requirements to 1ts affiliated Socle~
tiles, and markets the produce of thelr members. The number of Socle-
ties affiliated to V.0.L.G. in 1943 was 330 with more than 25, 000.
V.0.L.G.'s trade in 1943 was Fr.90.5 million, including Fr.35.5 mil-
lion of marketing turnover, but not including deliverles of grein to
the Government to the value of Fr.l7,.5 milllion.

In Switzerland one out of every elght persons 1s a member .of a
Co-operative Soclety, and Consumers! Socletles supply about 45% of

the populatlon.
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YUGOSLAVTA.

In the Kingdom of Yugoslavia Co-operation had its birth at different
periods in the three territories which have constituted the State since
1919. :

- In Serbla the well-known ploneer and doyen of the Movement, Michael
Avramovitch, who had studled Co-operation in France, Italy and Germany,
founded the first Raiffelsen Credlt Society near Smederevo in 1894. These
Socleties, whilch grew in number, did not confine thelr activity to credlt
but also suppllied the general requlrements of the farmers. Gradually Con-
sumers’', Dalry, Vine-Growers' and other Socletles were establlshed in the
villages. In 1895 the Union of Serblan Agricultural Socletles (Glavni
Sarvez srpsklh zemljoradnlckih zadruga) was created with headquarters at
Smederevo, later in Belgrade. - In 1912 there exlsted about 700 Socisties
of varlous kinds. : s ‘

The Balkan wars, 1912-1913, followed by the world war of 1914-1918,
destroyed practlcally all that had been achleved. ‘

Slovenia, one of the smallest territories of Yugoslavia, possesses
the oldést Co-operative Movement. The flrst Credit Soclety was estab-
lished ‘among artisans In Ljubljana in 1855, but a systematic development
of Credit Co~operation commenced only in the 80s when the first Urban Cre-
dit Societles on the Schulze-Delitzsch model wore founded. In the vill-
ages Credit Socleties of the Ralffelsen type wore belng formed. When
Slovenlia formed part of the old Austrian Empire, the Workers' Socleties of

lovenia belonged to the Austrian Union of Consumers' Socileties; but in
1919, when thelr territory became part of Yugoslavia, they founded their
own Union in Ljubljana (Zadruzna Zveza v Ljubljani).

The Croat Movement dates Ifrom 19003 its origln was inspired by a _
Declaration by a Croat Catholic Congress that Co-operation presented the
best means of raising the living standard of the agricultural population.
& Committee for the propaganda of Ralffeisen Credlt Socletles was formed
and by the end of the next year 24 Socleties were in operation. Agricul-
tural Societies were at first supported by the first Croat Savings' Bank
and later the Croat Agrlicultural Bank. In 1911 the Agricultural Bank
fou?gig a Unlon of Agricultural Socletles which bocame independent only
In .

3 # 3 3

The first years after the world war were devoted to the re~organisa-
tion and revival of the old Co-operative Socletles and to the formation
of new Organisations, o

~ In 1919 the whole Movement, ﬁhich in accordance with the generai
character of the country is malnly agricultural, was centralised in the
General Federation of Co-operative Unions in the Kingdom of ¥Yugoslavia
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(Glavnl Zadruzni Savez u Kralaevini Jugoslaviji), Belgrade, which caom~
prises 39 Auditing Unilons and 40 Central Unlons (or Trading Organisa-

tions)

The two largest groups of SOcie les are the Credlt, 4;900 1n 1938,
and 2,520 Consumers' and Supply Socleties. 4

The turnover of the Central Trading Organlsations in 1938 reached
Dinars 458,4 million - Din.115.2 million represented supply operations

and Din.343.2 milllion marketing.

The largest Consumers ! Organlsation, the Unlon of Civil Servants!
Co-operative Societles (Savez Nabavljackih Zadruge Drzaevnih Sluzbenilka),
Belgrade, was founded in 1921. It Includes not only clvil servants

but also the much more numerous employees of State undertakings, 1.e.,
workers, rallway employees and miners (the entire Yugoslav railway
system and most of the mines are State undertakings).

The Socletles affilliated to the Uhion, which also included Credit,
Housing and Productive Socleties, increased from 125 in 1930, with
74,900 members, G0 304 with 153,400 members in 1937, and sales of the
Consumers' Socletles from Din.186 million to Din.250 milllion.

Development of Societies of all Types.

Yoar. : Societies. Membership.
1925 LI B 4 l 28 5’860 519, 500
1930 .vvenn 7,030 855,800
1955 EEEEEE 8,74:0 ’ 1,025’400
1938 1ivnees 10,830 1,414,200

Co-operation In Yugoslavia 1s renowned for 1ts Health Socletles,
which owe thelr exlstence to the appalling health condltions whlch pre-
vailed in Serbila at the end of the first world war. The country had
suffered more than most others from the war and had lost 23 per cent of -
its population compared with 6 to 7 per cent 1ln others. The acute
situation led to the formatlion of the first Co~operatlve Health Socle-
ties in November, 1921, which have since become widely known for their
excellent work. They have thelr own medical practltioners and their
"Health Houses". Founded 1in 1922, the Union of Health Co~operative:
Sociletlies, Belgrade, had 134 affliliated Socletles with 66,000 membors

before the present war.
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CHINA.

The youngest Movement in Asia, but one which has shown the most
rapld growth, 1s the Chinese. The Pioneer Soclety was the Shanghal
Nationael Co-operative and Savings' Bank, founded in 1919 by Professor
S.Y.Hsiseh, but 1t was Dr.Sun Yat-Sen, China's Natlonal Father, who con-
ceived the 1dea of a Planned Co-operative Economy as a national policy,
and in the same year he envisaged the extension of dlstrict self-
government in Agricultural, Industrial, and Credlt Co-operatlion, and
Co-operative Insurance.

The China International Famine Rellef Cottmission brought the co-
operative plan to the famlshed people of the drought devastated reglons
in North China in 1922; it was also instrumental in establishing the
first 2,000 Credit Socletles and latoer in initlating marketing organl-
sations. :

In December, 1928, the China Co~-oporators'! Unlon, an autonomous
Orgenisation, was founded, but since November, 1935, when the flrst
Co-operative Law was enacted, the promotlon of the Movement has been
undertaken by the Government.

In 1937 the Japanese invasion of China and the occupation of large
tracts of territory created new impetus for co-operative activity as a
means of defence. -

In order to promote a mors rapld development of the Co-operative
Movement, a Central Co-operative Administratlion (CCA) was set up as an
organ of the Minlstry of Economlc Affairs in 1938 (transferred to the
Ministry of Soclal Welfare in the spring of 1941). ' In February, 1940,
the Co-operative League of China was created, whilch 1s working hand in
hand with the CCA, whils the China Co-operators! Unlon supplements lts
work in the educatlonal sphere.

Development of the Co-operative Movement in China.

Year. B ~ Socleties. Membership.
1931 cevevnnnene 2,796 56,400
1935 LU B A BN B R B I 26,224 1,004’400
1939 LR RS S AU S 64,505 5,112‘600
1940 vvivennsann 116,199 5,998,500
1941 .iveeoennnn 155,647 9,373,700
1943 sevevevonns 165,018 11,871,800

Until 1942 more then 80% of all Soctetles were Credlt, but they
now represent only 53%, and Agricultural Productive, Marketing, Supply,
Industrial Productive, and Consumers' Socletles are gaining increasing
inportance. :
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The Chinese Industrial Co-operative Movement (C.I.C.) launched 1ts
first units In September, 1938, with the object, supported by the Chinese
Government, of establishing a vast network of swall industrial Produ- -
cers! Co-operative Socletles. At thaet time most members were refugec
workers; to-day only 164 of all members are refugees, and 5% disabled

soldlers.

By the spring of 1941, 2,400 C.I.C. Societies were producing a vast
varlety of goods, and "Guerilla Co-operatives" were operating behind
eneny lines. Owing to war-time difficulties ~ inflation, scarcity of
raw materlals, and especlally shortage of working capital - the member-

ship has recently shown a decline.

A survey made in Chengtu in October, 1942, gives the number of So-
cletles as 1,490 with 23,480 members, while the latest survey in Novem-
ber, 1943, records about 1,000 Societlies wlith 18,000 members. But the
number of people for whom the C.I.C. provide a livelihood 1s much
higher - nearly 40,000, including hired workers and apprentices and

home workers. :

Supplies of war materlals to the Chinese and Allied Armies are an
important part of C.I.C. production. By March, 1944, contracts with
the American Army totalled #62 million, and include orders for the manu-
facture of tents, mosquito nets, parachutes, furnlture, foodstuffs,
heating stoves, knives, forks, spoons, shoes, blankets, bulldings and

road construction. :

The C.I.C. also organise transport with motor trucks and mule
carts, consumers' stores, restaurants, hostels, clinles, tralning
schools for C.I.C. workers, primary schools for children, night schools
for 1lliterate adults. Experimental and research work is organilsed

for the development of Chinese raw materials.

The Movement 1s at presént belng reorganised on the basis of a
plen adopted In June, 1943, which created a development body called
Assoclatlon for Advancement of Chinese Industrial Co-operatives as dis-
tinct from the Movement proper, which consists of the C.I.C. and their
Federations. To guarantee the future of C.I.C., to purchase machinery
in the U.S.A. and Great Britain, and to make the best use of forelgn
contributions, an Equlpment Trust, controlled by the Federation, 1s to
be formed. Dr.H.H.Kung, Presildent of C.I.C., stresses the necessity
for meking the mailn work for the immediate future one of consolidation
end not expansion, and for the C.I.C. in the days to come to dlscover
China's unexplored sources of energy and to harness them for the wel-

fare of the nation.
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INDTA.

The Indian Co-operative Movement 1is of fairly recent origln; it
was officially launched by the Co-operative Credlt Socleties' Act, 1904,
passed by Lord Curzon's Government. The greater severity and frequen-
cy of famine towards the close of the last century had emphasised the
Inadequacy of the exlisting legislation dealing with loans to agricul-
turlsts in times of stress, and the increasing indebtedness of the
Indlan peasant had shown the urgent need for cheap credit. Indligenous
Co-operative Credit Movements had been developing in the shape of "Nid-
his"%, or Mutual Loan Assoclatlions in the Madras Presidency, and Co-
operative Credlt Socletles in the United Provinces; ln 1901 the former
numbered 200 with 36,000 menbers, the latter 200C. But it was in pur-
suance of the recommendations of the Famine Committee of 1901, follow-
Ing two terrible famines, that the State effectively took the matter In
hand. A Committee of the Legislature drafted leglslatlon to be embo-
- died in the Co-operative Credit Socleties' Act of 1904, in consultation
with Henry W.Wolff, the first Presldent of the International Co-opera-
tive Alllance, who in 1894, in view of the prevailing conditlons of the
Indian peasant, pointed out to the Minister for Indian Affairs the
necessity of introducing a law enabliling the formation of Co-operative
Socletles. :

The new Act was Intended primarily to enable the agriculturists to
form themselves into Socletlies of the Raiffeisen type with unlimlted
liabllity, though 1t also provided for Urban Credit Socleties whlch were
free to choose the Schulze-Delltzsch model. Opportunity for the appli-
cation of the principles of Co-operation to other forms of economlc
activity was not given till 1912 when the original Act was revised.

Up to the present the Movement has conslsted mainly of Agricul-
tural Credit Societiles which have in recent years shown a tendency to
assume wider functlons (marketing of agricultural produce, etc.). In-
dustrial and Consumers! Socleties have taken advantage of the oppor-
tunities afforded by the war. Cottage Industries are making a useful
contribution to national supplies;in the United Provinces they are em-
ploying over 65,000 workers on the production of gauze cloth, camouflage
nets, coating and shirting cloth, towels, saries, krltted goods, mili-
tary and A.R.P. hats, boots, moaquito nets, ete., réquired by the De-
fence Services. At the end of 1943 goods to the value of about Rs.5
million had been supplied, and orders were in hand to the value of
Rs.1.2 million. As the requirements of the Supply Department decline,
the preparation of cloth for civil needs of the public 1s being under-
taken. In Madras and Bombay Handloom Weavers'! Societles have received
a remarkable impetus. Since its inception in 1934 the Madras Provin-
clal Handloom Weavers'! Soclety has increased its sales more than twenty-
fold, from Rs.49,000 to over Rs.l.2 million in 1942.
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A striking instance of the development of Conzumers' Co-operation
during the war comes from the Province of Madras. In 1938-39 there
were only 85 stores in existence with sales amounting to Rs.2.4 milllonw
By June, 1941, the number of primary stores had increased to 354 with
54,800 menmbers and sales to about Rs.5.8 million. Two years later, 1in
June, 1943, 956 stores were operating, with 179,300 membors and sales
amounting to Rs.27 million, while by the end of the year the number had
reached 1,131, membership 268,300 and sales Rs.32 nlllion. Restrictions
of sales to non-mérbers have been walved as many Socletles have becomse
supply centres of rationed goods for a large proportion of the popula-
tion. In the City of Madras 13% of the 200,000 ration-card holders
are reglstered with the Co-operative Socletles.

The Store Movement in other Provinces, particularly Bombay and
Mysore,has also sxpanded.

Development of the Indlan Co-operative Movement.

.Individual Menmbers.
Agricultural Non-Agricultural

Average for - Socleties. Socletles, Jocietles. Total.

1906~07 to 1909-10 1,926 107,643 54,267 161,910
1910~11 to 1914-15 11,786 459,096 89,157 548,253
1920-21 to 1924-25 57,707 1,661,098 493,509 2,154,607
1930-31 to 1934-35 105,714 35,063,628 1,258,641 4,322,269
1933-34% eueocsona 102,916 2,950,299 1,203,665 4,243,955
1938-39% weaveneas 122,167 3,640,074 1,734,038 5,374,112

At present the Movement comprises.142,500 Societies wlth 6.5 mil-
lion members.

Among the Credit Organlisations aie to be noted 600 Central Banks
and 12 Provincial or Apex Banks. Their object 1s to lend to indivi-~
dual Socleties and to recrult deposits from a larger sphere than that
of the Primary Agricultural and Non-Agricultural Soclety. Most of
the Central Banks also carry on trading activitles on a small scale.

The total working cepital of the Provincial Banks In 1938-39
amounted to Rs.129 million; of the Central Banks to Rs.294 milllion; and
of the Primary Socleties to Rs.l,065 million.

# Excluding Burma.
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JAPAN.

Co-operative Consumers' Stores were founded in Tokyo as far back
as 1879, but it was in the early 90s, under tho influence of Viscount
Shinagawsa, and of Count Hirata who had seen something of Co-operation
in Germany, that the Movement showed signs of development. :

In 1900 a law was passed which regulated the formation of Co-
operative Socletles for credlt, sale of produce, purchase of re-
quisites and utlllty services. .

Five years later, when the Central Unlon of Co-operatlve Socle-
ties (Sangyo Kumiel Chuokal) was founded by Count Hirata to organise
and develop Socletles and Federations of Socletles, the Movement be-
gan to expand rapldly, though mainly in rural districts.

Credit predominated at first, but more and more Rural Socletiles
were transformed into General Purposes Socletles which undertook the
four branches of activity - credit, sale, purchase and utility. In
1933, of 14,650 only 1,756 were simple Credit Socletiles.

The Urban Consumers' Movement developed slowly; in 1906 1t com-
prised 2 Socleties with 2,200 members; in 1916 - 27 Socleties with
14,100 members; 1925 - 129 Societies with 120,000 members; 1936 - 200
Societies with 253,000 members and a turnover of Yen 33 million. In
1931 a National Union of Consumers' Co-operatlive Socleties (Zenkoku
Shohi Kumial Kyokal) was formed.

Credit activities are centralised In the Central Co-operative

Bank (Sengyo Kumlai Chuo Kinko), fourided in 1923, and trading activi-
ties in the Co-operative Wholesale Society (Zenkoku Kobal-kumini Ren-
gokal), also founded in 1923; the Natlonal Federation of Co-operative
Rice Grain Marketing Societles (1931); Federation of Co-operative Raw
811k Marketing Societies (1927); National Federatlion of Co-operative
Cocoon Dessicating and Marketing Socletles (1935), and other Central
Co-operative Organisatlons.

In 1938 turnover of the C.W.S. and the Foederations of Rice Grein
and Raw Silk Marketling was, respectively, Yen 99.4 million, Yen 174.1
million, and Yen 54.8 million.

In the same year Socletles' suppllies to members totalled Yen
426.4 million and sales of produce Yen 749.6 million. .

P.T.0.
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Development of Co-operative Socleties of all Types.

Year. Societles. Membership. Working Capital.
(In Million Yen.)
1900 e e ss e . . 21 - |-
1905 ... 1,671 137,000 2.3
1910 e 0. 7,508 ‘789’500 19 03
1920 +.... 13,442 2,290,200 554.6
1930...... 14,082 4,743,100 1,684.3
2,709.6

1938 ..... 15,328 6,842,200

K O.RE A,

At the beginning of this century the Japanese Financial Adviger
to the Korean Government recommended the introduction of the co-opera=-
tlve credlt system on account of the lack of banking faclilitles and
the prevalence of usury. A law was accordingly passed in 1907.

After the annexation of Korea by Japan (1910} the Credlt Movement
advanced rapldly with the encouragement of the Governor General. In
1918 Provinclal Federatlons were formed to which the local Bociletiles
were automatically affiliated. A Central Unlon (Chosen Kinyukumial
Rengokal) was established in 1928, which since 1933 functions also as

a Central Bank.

Credlt Socletles increased from 10 with 5,600 members in 1907 to
400 with 244,300 members in 1920 and to 780 with 1,636,800 members in
1938. The latter filgure included about 60 Rural Distributive Socie-
ties with 86,500 members and 15 Fishermen's Socletles.

Up to 1935 the activity of the Credlt Socletles was limited to
credit transactlons, but In that year the Village Provident Societies
Act introduced Into the Credit Movement the purchase of requisltes
and marketing of produce. In April, 1936, the Contral Union opened
a Wholesale Department for thils new branch of activity. ‘
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PALESTTINE.,.

The Co-operative Movement in Palestine 1s just completing its first
guarter of a century. It dates back to October, 1920, when the Manda-
tory Government enacted the "Co-operative Societles' Ordinance'.
Although Co-operative Organisations had no legal status under the Otto-
man Law - Palestine before 1914 was a district of the Turkish Province
of Syrla - some Socleties were established before the flrst world war,

a few of which are still active, for instance, the "Pardess" Co-opera-
tive Soclety of Orange Growers, Ltd. (established 1900), the "Vigneronne®
Co-operatlive Soclety of the Cellars of the Vine-Growers of Rishon-le-
Zicheron Jecod,. Ltd. (1896), and some Credit Societles.

The past 25 years have seen a period of intensive Jowish settlement
and constructive activity in Palestine, in which tho Co-operative Move-
mont has had a remarkable development.

The Jewish Movement comprises two main sectors: Labour Co-opera-
ticn, centred around "Hevrat Ovdim", the Goneral Federation of Jewlsh
Lebour in Palestine; and General Co-operation with a membership malnly
derived from middle-~class settlers and town-dwellers.

"Hevrat Ovdim" (founded 1924) now comprilses about 130,000 mombers,
45 per cent of the total sdult Jewlsh population, compared with 22,000
in 1927. It fulfils the tasks usually undertaken by trade unlions and
alsc promotes and develops settlements, reconstruction, labour iImmigra-
tion, training. Its eoconomic activities are malnly in the form of co-
operative enterprlse.

& unique feature of the Movement are the Co-operatlve Agricultural
Settlements - Communal or Collective Settlements “Kibutzim" and "Kwut-
zoth", and the Smallholders Co-operative Settlements "Moshavel Ovdim",
The former type number 134 and the latter 70, and together they include
45,000 inhabitants with 26,000 adult members.

The Central Agricultural Marketing Agency of the Co-operative Set-
tlements "Tnuva" (founded 1926) has increased its turnover from
£P.207,000 in 1933 to £P.2,071,000 In 1042.

Co-operative passenger and frelight transport services are another
distinctive feature of the Movement and have been highly developed.
Their urban and inter-urban lines carry a very large part of the coun-
try's traffic. ' : '

Another co-operative activity peculiar to Palestline is bullding
and public works contracting, which 1s also a product of the specific
conditions prevailing. The leading contracting organisation "Solel
Boneh® (founded 1921) has since 1939 carried out works valued at £P.7.5
million., :
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47 Industrial and Handicraft Socletles have 850 members and employ
about 500 temporary workers; Bullding and Housing Socileties have made an
important contribution to the housing needs of middle-class and workers®
familles. By the end of 1939 they had built 3,150 houses and apart-

ments.

Consumers' Co-operation developed very slowly until the outbreak of
the war. ntil well on in the present century the structure of the
Movement comprised "Hamashblr Hamerkazi' (founded 1916), the Wholesale
Soclety of the Central Consumers' Assoclation, with branches in wvarious
towns and colonles which were later replaced by local Consumers' Socile~

tles.

Development of Consumers' Co-operation..

Year. Societlss. Membership. Turnover.
| £P.
1931 e 11 72 ' 38, 500
1939 ..... 57 2,400 341,000
1942 ..... 92 ‘ 25,000 1,100,000

In the same perliod the Wholesale Soclety increased - -its turnover
from £P.68,000 in 1931 to £P.543,000 in 1939 and to £P,1,285,000 in
1942. In addition to the usual consumer goods, the C.W.S. supplles
its affillated Socletles In the Settlements with the greater part of

- thelr agricultural requirements.

Credit Societles have played an important part in the bullding and
settlement activitles; thelr mein function is the granting of short and
medium term loans to members. As a rule they areé organised on the
basis of limited liability. Their number at the end of 1942 was 109
with 81,810 members. A number of Co-operative Central Financilal Instl-
tutlons complete the co-operatlive credit structure.

3 %* % *

- Co=operation has not yst taken root among theée Arabs, although the
formation of Arab Socletles became one of the primary functlions of the
Reglstrar and hls newly constlituted Department in 1933. The Movement
ig almost entirely a Credlt Movement on the Ralffeisen model of unlimi-
ted 1igbility; 1t 1ncreased from 14 Socleties with 260 members in 1933
to 121 Societles with 5,120 members in 1937. Since then it has made

no further progress.
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. U. S, A,

Co-operation In America has 100 years of history, but the Movement
has not had steady continuous development as in Europe and 1t is only
in comparatively recent years that 1t has spread rapidly.

In 1845 the Workingmen's Protective Union opened its first co-
operative store in Boston; in 1853 the American Protectlve Union, a
rival of the former, began to foster the development of others, and by
1870 there were altogether about 700 local co-operative stores. Only
a few of them, however, survived the American c¢civil war.

In the early years after that war, another attempt to establlsh a
Co-operative Mcvement was made by farmers who were suffering from the
prevailing agricultural depression. The Societles they founded were
called "Granges", and the Grange Movement achleved almost phenomenal
success for a number of years. In 1873 it comprised 21,000 local So~
cleties, but during the last quarter of the century most of them failed.

The first Movement with a Rochdale basls appeared in 1874 on the
initiative of a secret Order - The Sovereigns of Industry. Within
three years 94 local Socleties had been founded, but by 1880 both the
Co-operative Movement and the Order had come to an end.

An attempt in the 80s by the first American Industrial Unlon lmown
as The Noble Order of the Knights of Labour, which owed its conception
to a disciple of the Engllish Christian Socialists, resulted in the
establishment of some 180 Productlve Co-operative Socleties, some of
which slso functioned as consumers? stores. This Movement lasted less
than 10 years. ‘

Other less important and less successful attempts were also made
during this perlod, but towards the turn of the century more signlifi-
cant and the first successful efforts were undertaken by emigrants from
Finlend and Bohemie. '

The first two decades of the present century saw still further
efforts by native Americans, but these, like their predecessors, were
not successful. One, a so~called "American Rochdale Plan", was con-~
celved to bulld from the top downwards through Wholesale Societles to
local co-operatlve stores. v :

It was not until after the first world war that Rochdale Co-opera-
tlon was successfully lawnched. In 1921 an o0ll Co-operatlive was formed
by farmers at Cottonwood Iin Minnesota. In 1933, 8 Wholesale Socleties
Interested in motor fuels formed a Buying Pool - National Co-operatives,
Chicago. Gredually, farmers developed an interest for Co-operatives of
which they became members, and both filling stations and stores in-
creased in number. Although these were called Consumers'! Socletles,

P.T.O.
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they did not zorrespond to Consumers' Socleties as they are known in
Great Britain and western European countries, although many have ex-
tended their services to the sale of groceries and household goods.

In the towns the Movéement developed more slowly until after the
world economic crisis of 1929. In 19216 the Co-operative League of the
U.S.A. was founded in New York for the promotlon of Rochdale Co-opera-
tlon and the development of a co-ordinated National Co-operative Move-
ment. In 1918 The League comprised nearly 100 Socleties, but in the
next six years its affliliates increased to 330 Societies with 50,000
memberss by 1934 1t had 450 Society members; and 165 Societies with 1.1
million individual members in 1942. Agricultural Consumers' Societies

form the majority.

The exlstence of 25 Regional Wholesale Societles operating In dif-
ferent States is one of the many interesting features of the American
Movement. Fourteen of them are afflliasted to National Co-operatives,
Inc., which also comprises 2 Canadlan Wholesales. During the past &
yoars its member Reglonal Organisations nearly trebled their business;
In 1939 it amownted in value to #48.8 million and in 1943 to #123

million. .

It 13 estimated that the present number of Co-operative Organisa-
tions, including gasoline stations and farm supply organisations, 1s
7,600; that the Movement has reached 2.5 million families; that at
least 3 out of every 5 farmers are connected with some form of co-opera-

tive activity.

4 total of 10,450 Marketlng and Purchasing Socleties with 3.8 mil~
lion members handle goods to the value of £3,780 million a year. Other
important groups are 850 Rural Electricity Socleties with 1.2 million
members; 10,000 Credit Unilons with 3.1 million members; 5,000 Co-opera-
tive Telephone Socilietlies; 2,000,Insurance Socleties with 330,000 members.

Over 100 Mllls, Factorlecs, Reflnarles and other Productive Enter-
prises are owned by Co-operative Organisations, in additlon to more
than 280 oil wells and 1,270 miles of pipe llnes which serve the re-
fineries. The acqulsitlion of the Coffeyville 01l Refinery with 269
.wells and 768 miles of pipe lines constituted one of the most important

steps in the expansion of co-operative productlion.

Consumers' Co~operative Association, N.Kansas ¢ity, Mo., has a
world-wide reputatlon for its bold entry into the oll 1ndustry,and an
ambitious plan for future dovelopments on an international basls has

roecently been drawn up.

As sources of supply 1t 1s estvlmated that the Agricultural Co-
operative Marketing Organisations handle over 26% of foodstuffs mer-
‘keted in the U.S.A., and that thelr share in Lend-Lease shipments is

approximately 33%.
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CANADA.

The Co-operative System was first introduced in Canada by miners in
Nova Scotia who had emigrated from Great Britaln where they had been
members of Co-operative Socleties. The first Society was founded at
Stellarton in 18613 1t worked succesgfully for 53 years but falled in
1916. Ten other Socletles were established in Nova Scotia prior to
1900, but only one survived beyond that date. Thls was the Soclety at
Sydney Mines (1863), which was reorganised in 1906 as the British Cana-
dian Co-operative Soclety, Ltd. It 1s now the best known and probably
the most succegsful Consumers' Soclety in Canada; in 1943 1t had 3,500
members and turnover of about 1.6 million. ‘

Apart from the Store Movement the three Marltime Provlinces - Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island - possess actlve Fisher-
men's and Producers' Organisations for the marketing of fish (lobster),
frult, vegetables, livestock and other agricultural produce. New Bruns-
wick is the seat of the Canadian Livestock Co-operative (Maritimes),
founded in 1927 with headquarters at Moncton, whose activities include
the purchase of agricultural and domestic requlirements. '

Among the agricultural communitles Co-operation began In Ontarilo
in the 70s with-the introduction of general professional and polltical
organisations, such as the Grange (later the Patrons of Husbandry), fol-
lowing the example of the United States. They operated some supply
and insurance organisatlions on a co-operative basis, but none survived
into recent years.

In the Province of Quebec Alphonse Desjardins founded the first
Credit SocleTy amongst the French Canadianswtat Lévis, on the St.Lawrence.
Although the Society was modelled on Schulze-Delitzsch lines, the small
means of the members and the stress on moral aims resembled the Ralffei-
sen type. These People's Banks, calied after thelr founder Calsses
Populalires Desjardins, are the malnstay of the French Canadian Movement
in Quebec, which has at present about 300 Agricultural Socileties wilth
18,500 members and a Central Trading Organisation (Coopérative fédérée
de Québec) founded in 1910, reorganised 1922, In 1939 the Consell
Supérieur de la Coopération was founded at Quebec to be "the guardian,
the Interpreter and the apostle of the Co-operative Idea'.

In the West, in the Pralrie Provinces, Co-operation virtually began
in 1906 with the organlisation ol the Graln Growers' Graln Company,
Winnlpeg, Manitoba. In 1911 the Saskatchewan Co-operative Elevator
Company was formed, followed by the Alberta Co-operative Elevator Com-
peny in 1913. The latter merged with the Grain Growers' Graln Company
in 1917 to form the United Grain Growers.

By 19253 a new and dlstinctive Movement was developing. The first
Co-operative Wheat Pool was formed in Alberta, followed by the Pools of

# in 1900 57. P.T.0.
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Saskatchewan (1923) and Manitoba (1925). The Pool Elevators of these
three Organisations handle 75%, 45% and 507 of the grain marketed in

thelr respective Provinces.

Central Livestock Orgenisations accompanied the Wheat Organisa-
tions - Ontario 1914, Manitoba 1927, Saskatchewan 1929.

Co-operative Creameries in Saskatchewan date from 1896; Central
Dalry Organisations were established in Saskatchewan in 1917, In Mani=-
toba in 1921, in Alberta in 1929. An All-Canadlan Federation was
created in 1934 which comprised before the war about 110, OOO dairy

farmers.

In British Columbla co-operative dalrying and marketing of frult
predominate, and Central Organisations for the two branches of activity
have existed since 1913 and 1922, respectively.

% 2%

Consumers' Socleties (most of them also supply farm requisites)
laboured for years under the disadvantage of lack of contact. In March,
1909, this prompted the formation of the Co-operative Union of Canada
(Brant;ord Ontario) by Socleties of Nova Scotla, Ontario and British

Columbia.

Separate Wholesale Socletles for Consumers' and Farm Supplles are
of recent origin - Manitoba Co-operative Wholesale, Lid., and Cenadlan
Livestock Co-operative (already mentloned), 1927; Saskatchewan C.W.S.,
1928; Alberta Co-operative Wholesale Organisation, 1929; British.
Columbla C.W.S., 1939; Cape Breton Co-operative Services, Ltd., 1943
(formerly the wholesale warehouse at Sydney, Nova Scotla, of the Cana-
dian Livestock Co-operative). All of these Wholesales are members of

- the Union.

In 1937 the Unlon comprised 63 Organisations with 20,000 members,
in 1940 the number had increased to 93, in 1941 to 207, and in 1942 to
228, Most of 1ts Organlsations are Retall Societies operating storcs,
o1l stations or warehouses. Thelr trade in 1942 reached nearly 213
million, and thelr membership was 45,300. In the same year trade of
the 6 affillated Wholesals Societies, with that of Consumers! Co-opora-
tive Refineries, Regina, Saskatchewan (1934) amounted %o £10.8 million.

Amongst the other Organisations affiliated to the Union are the
Saskatchewan and Manitoba Wheat Pools wlth a membership of 152,200 -
sbout three~fourths of the Unlon's total membership of 202,300 - and
the Saskatchewan Co-operative Livestock Producers, Ltd., with sales

amounting to £12 million.
The Union's rules provide for the establlishment of autonomous Pro-

vincial Sections, the filrst of which was formed in Saskatchewan in 1939.
In 1942 an esmbitious plan was launched for e similar development in

each of the other Provinces.

1
*
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LATIN AMERTICA.

Latin Americsa, like Anglo-Ssxon America, has known Co-operatlon
for a long time. European immigrants propagated the co-operative
1dea but it was only in 1929-1930 that the Movement forced itself
upon the attentlon of the public in general, and especlally of the
leaders and intellectual circles In the various countries. Latin
Amerlca offers lmmense possibllitles for co-~operative development;
responsible circles in the different countries are well aware of
this and in some are sponsoring the development of Co-operation.

ARGENTINA has the oldest Co-operatlive Movement in Latin Amerlca.
The tentative perlod commenced in 1875, was accentuated in 1884, and
terminated in 1905 with the foundation of "El1 Hogar Obrero" (The
Workers! Home ), Buenos Ailres, a Bullding, Credit and Consumers! So-
clety which now has about 10,000 members. The latest statlstics
published in 1943 show about 600 active Socletles of all types with
e totsl membershlp of 390,727. The thresc most important Unions are
the Federation of Argentine Consumers!' Socleties (Federacibn Argen-
tina de Cooperativaes de Consumo), grouping 48 Socletles with 70,900
members; the Federation of Electricity Socleties (Federacién Argen-
tina de Cooperativas de Elsctricidad) with 52 Socletles and 63,392
members‘(1942); end the Assoclation of Argentine Co-operatlve Socle-
tles (Asociaclion Cooperative Argentina) which has 80 afflliated
Agricultural Socletles, mainly in the graln growing Provinces.

BRAZIL,. Co-operatlve propagands began about 1926 and 1ts
first vislble expresslion was the establishment of a few Socletiles
of the Ralffelsen type. A Vine-Growing Co-operative Soclety
created at La Forgueta (Rio Grande do Sul) in 1929 was the fore-
runner of the present Co-operative Movement whlch has 1,570 Socle~
tles with 254,000 members, principally in the Coastal States. Co-
operation 1s most firmly established in the State of Sao Pasulo,
which has more than one-fourth of the Socleties. Here the Depart-
ment for the Assistance of Co-operation has published a large num-
ber of text books on the organlsation and administration of varlous
types of Sooclety. Several of these are devoted to Scholars! Co-
operative Socletlies, whlch are strongly encouraged, not only in Sao
Paulo but throughout the whole country. '

P.T.0.
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CHILE. At the beginning of the century the propaganda by
Charles Glde in France had strong repercussions in Chile, but prlor
to 1920 only a few Socletlies of a professional character were formed.
Co-operative legislation was initiated in 1924, and In 1929 the
National Federation of Co-cperative Socleties was created with the
support of the Government. Before the war.there were 57 Consumers'
Societies with 64,000 members and 38 Agricultural Socletles with
nearly 2,000. In 1940 Socleties were formed amongst the recent
settlers on the land; they now number 43 with 1,800 members.

COLOMBTIA. The Law of December, 1931, favoured the development
of Co-operation as part of the economy of the Republic, and the
first officilal survey for 1941 shows a tobal of 124 Socletles. Many
of zhese are divided into Secticns - Credit, Consumers!, Purchase
and Sale, Production, Houslng, etc. In Mey, 1942, the number of
Societies had increased to 160 with 349 Sections. Individual men~

bership was 45,500.

The First Natlonal Congress of Colomblan Co-operative Socletles
held in September, 1943, in Medellin, decided upon the creation of
a National Federatlon of Co-operatlve Socletles and a Superior Coun-
cll of Co-operaition. The Federation, with headquarters in Bogoti,
the capital, is already in the process of formation. The Council
will be a mixed Co-operative and Government organ charged with the
supervision of Societies, the supply of information, and technical

aavice

ECUADOR has about 200 Socletles formed slnce the passing of the
Co-operative Act of 1937 and 1938, which establlished the constitu-~
tion, functions and supervislon of Productive, Credit, Consumers'
and Joint Co- ~operative Sociletiles.

MEXICO 1is co-operatively the most advanced Central American
Stats. Its first QGeneral Iaw of Co-operatlve Socletles dates back
to 1927. In August, 1942, a Natlonal Co-operative Confederation
was founded to which 1,250 Workers' Productive Socleties with approxli-
mately 45,000 members and 800 Consumers' Societies with 150,000 mem-
bers are affiliated, Workers' Consumers' Socleties, which colla-
borate closely with Trade Unlons, number 240 with 55,000 members.
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PERU has a Division of Agricultural Co-operation In the Depart-
ment of National Economy, which is responsible for the organisation,
reglstration and supervision of Agricultural Co-operatlive Socletles.
Following the adoption of a new General Co-operative Law at the be-
ginning of 1942, based on the Rochdale Princlples, the Division was
transformed to include all types of Socleties. At the end of the
year there were 56 Productlive Socletles, mostly of the general agri-
cultural type, with 2,560 members, 15 Consumers' Socletles wilth 3,500
menbers, and 1 Credlt Soclety organised by a group of workers atb
Callao, '

URUGUAY. Co-operative Marketing Societles are organised in the
Federation of Agricultural Syndicates, constituted in 1927, and Con-
sumers' Societies 1In the Co-operative Assoclation of Uruguay, founded
in 1933. A bill for a General Law on Co-operation, lald before Par-
liament in the autumn of 1941, gave legal status to all Societiles.
The number of existing Societies is estimated at 70, with 30,000 mem-
bers. Co-operative Delrles form the most important group.

VENEZUETLA. Co~operative development was not posslible untll the
advent of a new liberal political régime in 1936. In 1939 a compre-
hensive Co-operative Decree provided for the organisation of Distri-
butive, Producers' and Housing Societies, and entrusted the Bollvar
Soclety, of which the Department of Co-operation forms a branch, with
the encouragement, constitution and development of Co-operative So-
cletles. In 1942 a Law for Co-operatlve Socletles was passed. The
number of Socletles of all types at the end of 1941 was 348 with more
than 30,000 membeors; about 300 with over 28,000 members were Rural
Credit Banks, which have had a marked success.

The outstanding feature of the Co-operative Movement iIn Latin
Amerlca 1s the promotlon of co~operatlive educatlion by the creation
of Co-operative Study Centres and Institutes, especially in the Bolil-
varian countries in the North-West of South America. These Centres -
and Institutes have formed close Inter-State connectlions and have en-
deavoured to lay the basis for a common Latin-Americen co-operative policy.

At a Conference of representatives of the Instltutes and Centres
of Colombla, Cuba, Ecuador, Paname, Peru and Venezuela, and of stu-~
dents! federations in Colombla and Venezuela, held in Januvary, 1944,
at Popayan, Colombla, 1t was decided to establlish a Bolivarian Co-
operative Union, comprising the Study Centres and Instltutes repre-
sented. The Union has at present a provisional character, but- it 1is
to be formally constituted at Caracas in Decenmber, 1944, and will
then probably be extended Into a Co-oOperative Union of Latin America.
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NEWFOUNDTLAND.

Newfoundland, with its 300,000 inhabltants grouped in 1,300 scat-
tered communities along a 9,000 mile coastline, offers good opportuni-

ties for co-operative development.

In the first decade of the present century several 1solated
attempts to form Co-operative Socletles were made, some on the Initla-
tive of Sir Wilfred Grenfell (Grenfell of Labrador), but most of them

falled elther partly or completely.

. The most ambitious effort was the Flshermen's Protective Union,
founded in 1908, which combined some of the functlons of a trade unlon
with co-operative supply and the marketing of fish - but thls, too,
falled. Some premature experiments wero also made at about that time

in_the export of fish.

One successful Consumers' Soclety, and one which is still 1in
exlstence, 1s the Grand PFalls Co-operative Society, which was estab-
lished in 1920 and 1s now an affillated member of the Engllsh Co-
operative Wholesale Soclety. In 1939 1t had over 1,000 members and

a turnover of g398,000.

In 1934 an Investigation into the possibility of co-operative
development was undertaken by the Horace Plunkett Foundatlon, et the
suggestion of Sir Wilfred Grenfell. The investigation had hils per-
sonal support, also that of the British Co-operative Unlon, together
with the asslistance of the Newfoundland Government. Thls led in
1935 to the introduction of a scheme for co~operative development,
the appolntment of a Director of Co-oporation, and in 1936 to the
formatlon of a Co-operative Divisilon.

While the formation and reglstration of Societies is the task of
the Registry, the object of the Division 1s to promote the education
of the people by the Study Circle method, thus following the example
of the Maritime Provinces of Canada. The Division carrles out its
task through Study Groups, which are visited regularly by field
workers; schools and classes are also organlsed. By the end of 1940
activity had commenced in 217 communitles which togethor have a popu-
latien of 98,200 - approxlimately one-third of the populatlion of the

country.

The early Socleties operated under the Industrisl and Provident
Societies! Act, 1919, which was not adapted to conditlons In New-
foundland. In July, 1939, a Co-operatlve Socictles' Act was passed
which provides leglslation covering all kinds of Co-operatlve Organi-
sations, and also protects the use of the word "co-operative".
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~ Total membershilp of all Socleties -~ Credlt, General Purposes,
Marketing and Distributive - in 1939 was 5,015; thelr purchases
smounted to 703,000, sales to g931,020, and total assets to .
2430,5568. In 1940 the corresponding figures were 6,308 members,
purchases #834,130, sales 1,063,900, total assets g527,600.

An interesting and important event in co-cperatlve development
in Newfoundlend was the organisation of the lobster industry on a
co-operative basis, carried out by co-operative workers from Antl-
gonish in 1936. In the space of one winter the greatest marketing
agency of its kind in the world was developed by the West Coast
lobster fishermen. In 1940 co-operative lobster shipments from
Newfoundland reached over 1 million 1lbs. in weight and g130,000 In
value.

In 1942 the 50 Consumers' Socletles had a membership of §,200,
snd a turnover of #1,266,000 compared with £1,052,000 in the pre-
vious year. :

From one Soclety with 100 members in 1937, Credlt Socletles
have increased to 41 Socletles with 2,960 members in 1940 and to 49
with 4,480 members In 1942. Thelr total assets in the same years
rose from 151 to 45,200 and 892,660. The Soclietles help In -
finaencing the marketing of livestock, the lobster and fresh fish
industry, the marketing of mgricultural produce, Consumers' Socle-
tlies and co~operative houslng. . -

Reglonal Co-operative Councils are planned and willl form the
nucleus of the proposed Newfoundland Federatlon of Co-operative So-
cleties., Two already oxlst - the West Coast Co-operatlve Council
and the Avalon Co-operative Council. In 1944 the latter was ad-
mitted to membership of the Canadlian Co-operative Unlon under a
gpeclal provision just inserted in the rules of the Union to enable
it to accept as members Cowoperative Socletles from Newfoundland.
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AUSTRALTA.

In Austyralla the first traces of Consumers' Co-operatlon are found
in the 608, when the workers were resisting the lowering of living stan-
dards which followed the gold-mining boom. During the depresslon the
trade unions endorsed Co-operation as a remedy for the loss of purchasing
power. The first Consumers' Socletles were formed in Brisbane in 1859 -
before the separation of Queensland from New South Wales - and Adelalde
in 1866. A new perlod of activity followed the great water-side strike
of 1890. In 1896 the Port Adelalde Soclety was established. Botween
1916 and 1921 interest in Co-operation greatly increased, and many Socle-
tles were formed. - _ -

At the end of 1943 Consumers' Socleties In the six States of the
fustrallan Commonwealth had a membership of 140,000 with a turnover of
nearly £9 million. . The stronghold of Consumers' Co-operation 1s New
South Wales with 51,400 members and a turnover of £4.5 million. They
are served by the New South Wales Co-operative Wholesale Soclety founded
in 1912. Its annual turnover in 1942 was £761,000.

An outstanding event in the hlstory of Australian Co-operatlion was
a Commonweelth Consumers'! Co-operative Conference held at Canberra in
December, 1943, whlch declided to establish a Co-operatlive Federation of
Australia which will comprise Consumers' and Producers' Organisations.

Both 1n the Commonweaith of Australla and the Dominion-of New
Zealand, Producers' Orgenlsations constitute the major part of the Co-

~operative Movement.,

Western Australis 1s the leading State as regards Agricultural Co-
operation in the Commonwealth. In 1914 only a few Co-operative Socle-
tles were reglstered, but conslderable progress followed the foundatlon
that year of Westrallan Farmers, Litd. In 1924 the Co-operative Federa-
tion of Western Australis was founded and in 1938 it comprised 76 Socle-

tlies with 17,000 members.

In Western Australia before the war 88% and In 1941-42 95% of the
wheat crop was marketed co-operatively. Co-oporative wheat markoting
is also well developed in South Australla, and, to a lesser extent, in

Victorls.

Co-operative Organlsations handled before the war 90% of the butter
and cheese output and 45% of frult exports (60% in 1942). The percent-
ages for eggs, livestock and wool were also significant. 90% of raisin
producers were organised in the Australlan Dried Frult Assoclatlon.
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NEW ZEALAND.

In New Zealand Consumers' Co-operation is still 1n its infancy.
In 1941 the Menawatu Soclety, founded in 1935 at Palmerston North, an
important railway junction, the largest of about 12 Socleties operating
in the country, had over 1,000 mewbers and turnover of £50,000.

Co-operation amongst dalry producers dates back to the "hungry
80s"; the first Co-operative Dairy was estebllished in 1883; the Sopth
Island Dairy Association, Dunedin, in 1893, and the Natlonal Dairy
Assoclation, with headquarters at Wellington, 1ln 18965,

Co-operative Organlsations before the war handled 90% of the but-
ter and 92% of the cheese output, with 87% of total butter exports.
The New Zealand Fruit Crowers! Federation (1916) had a virtual monopoly
of frult marketing, chlefly apples and pears. The New Zealand Co-
operative Plg Marketing Assoclation, Ltd., established 1927, had a -
trade in 1943 of £750,000.

.,
sk
&

4 4

Inter-Co-operative Relatlons.

Australia and New Zealand.

Producers! Wholesale Co-operative Federation Proprietary, Ltd.,
Melbourne, was established in 1918 and unites the larger Agricultural
Co-operative Organisations in the various State of Australla and New

Zealand.

New Zesland and_ Great Britain.

In 1921 New Zealand Produce Associatlion, Ltd., London, was formed
to be the selling agent 1n Great Britein for New Zealand Dalry Com-
panies which wish to market thelr procduce co-operatively, Its share-
holders are New Zealand Producers' Co-operative Marketing Assoclation
and the English aend Scottish Co-operatlve Wholesale Socletles.

P.T\,0.
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SOUTH APFPRTICA.

In South Afylca experiments in Co-operation among European far-
mers are recorded from 1904 in Natal and 1905 in the Cape Province, In.
the Transvaeal from 1908 and the Orange Free State from 1910, but little
was achieved in those early years. The Co-operative Socleties Act of
1922 (consolidated and amended by the Act of 1939) gave new scope to
Farmers' Organisations.

During the next twenty years the Movement developed from 54 So-
cletles with 12,900 members in 1922 to 261 Socleties and 189,400 mem-
bers - comprising 207 Agricultural Producers' Organisations - 115,416
members; 41 Buropean Trading (Consumers') Socleties - 34,150 members;
9 non-Eurcpean Trading Societies - 1,129 members; a Soclety of Co-
operative 0fficlals - 79 members; and 3 Banks with 8,569 members..

- In 1940-41 total turnover was £31,8 million (sales of requlsites
£4.4 million, fees for services rendered £221,545), an increase on
the previous year of £2.7 million, to which Consumers' Societiles con-

tributed £219,680.

No Agricultural Organisations for natlves have yet been formed,
and, although the development of Consumers!' Co-operation 1s noticeable,
in some native communltles it is severely hampered by lack of trailned
and experlenced persmnel.

: The importance of the Movement in South Africa can be gauged from
the fact that Co-operative Orgenlsations exlst in evory area of impor-
tance and that there are few farmers who are not members of Co-opera-

tive Socletles.

Before the war 50% of the total frult output was marketed co-
operatlvely through the Frult Growers' Co-operative Exchange, founded

in 1921.

% L * *

Inter-Co-operative Relations.

Congsumers'! and Producers' Organlsations.

An important example of collaboration between Consumers and Pro-
ducers has been set by the Overseas Farmers' Co-operative Federation,
Ltd., established In 1921, with headquarters in London, by Producers!
Organisations of Australla, New Zealand and South Africa, and the

English Co-operative Wholesale Society.
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STATISTICAL APPENDICES.

1. Co~operatlve Development, 1909 ~ 1937.

2. Development of Consumers ' Co~operation
in Six European Countrles During the War.

3. Membership of Consumers' Socletles in
Percentage of Population -~ 1938.






oq3 03 enp €1

Lr6‘ess

289°TLB 38
#2C6°092°SVT mﬂm“oaw.
*099°698°21T 816°98S
*TL2°682°09 G68°583

685°0LF ‘38 gagooe

6LS‘g67°69

192 ‘807 - -

6L LS6°COT 9G63°TeL - -

* SJoquOy *E6T39F008

*CTTHEO M

922 TOL' LST 8L9¥28

00¥%‘29% ‘98

26828 1V

dH

E N

I N O0OHDNOOYH &

00L°eST 82 8£3°03T
g68°gee 000°000°¢s 000°¢9T
28L° 883 004LfeQT 9T 822°%0T

T 4080 d

- (L¢ ©9Bg 06%) SOTISTOOE ,FIOUMSUOS UBQIN JO UOTFEPTNDTT
2 g
LSBT DUB GBT uUeemleq "H §°S°A oYy Jo seandTJ 6yl UT 95BOJOSR SUL *

q.qMM; mom.p
Burpnyoxy

.cm.omtm.n
Jutpnoul

. wﬁnmﬁm
JuipnTour

*tyg-gstn
- wfssny

-+ gIsENY

Jurpnroxy.

*SJOqWON *BOTIOTO0§ *SJIOQWON °*FeT38T00g
LSBT *T26T “01-6061
"LC61 - 606 ‘LN AMdOTHEASZA HZAILVHEHEZJO-00

P,T«0.

87 .



*ZY6T Ut mmﬁnﬁbwwom Umuwmpmwmh BYTOIBY U SOYE9T0Cg JO Joqunu Y SIP6T

L92°e8TTT. 9P9°F2e 0T

12°8 139°8¥8 + 11°3 08 + LaB'S  LBL S
L6°TS T68°F + 681°03 863°9T oL'8 ¥ + 0% 9%
22°8T G28°0¢ + 000°00% SAT 69T TS L LD+ CL9 939
6L 6 ww«.mw + wmm“wmm 08L° 109 e3'0 3 + L8 L8
ggrgT PI3EIT + 643 BIL 1 666°C09 $3°% 98 -  x61G pAdS
¥9'08 000°TIST + O00L°GS4 oouawnm YP'T OT + c0L 269
6T°9 08T°08S + B898°736°S wmouﬁowﬁw ¢6°¢ OF + 8G0°‘T 8TO‘Y
¥  oEsedoeq - MWMW . 8C6T 9 ®mm®mowa.r 2¥6T 8261
6886J0UT + , o8BaJIOUY +
d s aequoy | goyleto0g

** PUBTSOT
* -+ KBmaop
pUBTIOZ 3 TAS
-+ pueTUTA
*** uopomg
uTes3yIge 39

"HVM HHL DNTUNA SETYINNOD NVEJOHAH XIS NI NOILVHIA0-00 , SHANNSNOD d0 INANdOTHANG

8.



MEMBERSHIP OF CONSUMERS' SOCIETIES IN PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION - 1938.

(Organisations Affiliated to I.C.A. Only).

Countrz.

Great Britain .....
FPANCO seveverrnone
Czechoslovakla#....
Sweden .iicrecocene
Finland .eceeocoses
Hungary seeeecevess
Switzerland .......
Dernmark .{;;....;..
POLANA «arviirrense
BOlglum eeveeeerens
JODAIL tevrenreannas
Holland «eeeveceose
NOrPway ceseersenans
UuSeBe vreneianans
Yugoslavia®¥.,.....
Bulgaria cesvese i
Estonia.;..........
Lithuania et e as e
.Caﬁada Cesartseanan
Feeland «eveevvsens
Palestiné creveeeas
TUeS.SRe vevevonnos

8,404,688
2,454,000

640,290

634,700

605,995
598,483
504,790
458,916
412,762
305,197
253,573
265,925
169,175
126,590

87,000,

79,869
49,770
17,593
17,428
14,623
6,000

37,000,000

Membership.

.

L2

L]

.

Population.

.e. 47,367,000
.v. 41,980,000
... 15,239,000
... 6,310,000
vee 3,630,000
... 10,111,000
... 4,210,000
ce. 3,793,000
... 5,080,000
.v. 8,386,000
e.. 72,283,000
s e 8,727,000
cee 2,921,000

<es. 130,215,000

*

.

... 15,630,000
e 6,371,000
l"' 1,154,000

ee. 2,575,000

..+ 11,209,000
[ N BN 118’000
e 1,435,000

ees 169,000,000

# .0l1d Territory.  #% Clvll Servants' Socletles.

69.

Members in

°)
Population.

LR BN 17.74

cees 5.85
cee 4.20
ceee 10.06
cees 16 .69
cees 5.92
cees 11.99
cves 12010
caes 11.76
Ceee 3.64
cees 0.35
e 2.93
veae 5.79
ceen 0.96
ceen 0.56
cese 128
eas 4,39
cees 0.68
cees 0.16
ceen 12.39
eeee  0.42

e s e 0 -



