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Year End Report
D e a r M em b ers /
2014 w a s  a n o th e r successful year a s  w e w ere able to  increase m em bership^ organize 
a  successfu l R eg ional A ssem bly , ra ise  th e  voice of cooperatives^ m an ag e  leadersh ip  
tran s itio n / an d  carry  o u t m o st p lanned  ac tiv ities .
W e h av e  h igh lig h ted  e><periences of som e ind iv iduals w ho p a rtic ip a ted  in th e  trainings^ 
w orkshops and  exchange program m es organ ized  th is  year. T h e ir  s to rie s  sh o w  th a t  
th ey  have  gained  th rough th ese  experiences and  m ore im p o rtan tly  m any  have  p u t in to  
practice  w h a t they  have  learned. T h is  is th e  objective of an y  tra in in g  an d  w e are g lad  
th is  is happening.
T h e  n th  R eg ional A ssem b ly  an d  8th  C o -o p era tiv e  Forum  held in Indonesia  ad o p ted  th e  
Bali R eso lu tion  on/ '^C ooperatives for S u s ta in ab le  D ev e lo pm en t in A s ia  an d  Pacific/"to 
recognize th e  relevance of S u s ta in a b le  D ev e lo p m en t G o a ls  and  po sition  co-operatives in 
th e  P o st-2015 G lo b a l D ev e lo p m en t A g en d a . T h isy e a t/ w e hope th rough  our jo in t efforts/ 
co-operatives g e t a  m en tion  in th e  final dec lara tio n  a t  th e  U n ite d  N a t io n s . T h e  IC A -  
A P  C o m m itte e  on Y outh  C o o p era tio n / w hich p a rtic ip a ted  in th e  W orld C o nferen ce  
on y o u th  in Sri Lanka/ in M ay , ensu red  th e  role an d  im portance  of co-operatives w as  
recognized in th e  final declara tion . T h e se  are  im p o rtan t s te p s  an d  w ill help to  crea te  an 
enab ling  env ironm en t to  fo ste r th e  cooperative m odel of business.
T h e  M a la y s ia  B u siness O ffice  h as  been fully function al an d  four seconded s ta f f  from 
A ll C h in a  Federation of S upp ly  an d  M a rk e tin g  C o o p e ra tiv e s  ( A C F S M C ) /  C h in a ; 
A n g k asa / M a la y s ia ; Japan ese  C o n su m e r C o o p e ra tiv e  U n io n  ( jC C U ) /  Japan ; and  
N a t io n a l  A g ricu ltu ra l C o o p e ra tiv e  Federation  ( N A C F ) /  Korea are in place.
W e are thank fu l to  our sponso ring  o rg an iza tio n s  -  A C F S M C /  A n g k asa / J C C U /  JA - 
Z E N C H  U / an d  N A C F . W e con tinue  to  receive generous su p p o rt from  th e  M in is try  of 
A g ricu ltu re / F isheries and  Forestry, Jap an  to  fo ste r leadersh ip  an d  develop cooperatives 
in th e  A s ia  Pacific region. W e are g ra te fu l for th e  generous tim e an d  su p p o rt w e 
received from  our board/ regional office s ta f ^  m em bers/ governm ents/ p a rtn e rs  an d  other 
s takeho lders.
W e look forw ard to  1015  an d  hope to  have an o th e r fru itfu l cooperative year!

Li C h u n sh e n g  Balu Iyer
P residen t R eg ional D irec to r
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11"'Asia Pacific Regional Assembly- 2014

The Assembly 

adopted the Bali 

Resolution on, 

"Cooperatives  

for Sustainable 

Development in 

Asia and Pacific," 

to recognize 

the relevance 

of Sustainable 

Development Goals 

and position co­

operatives in the 

Post-2015 Global 

Development Agenda.

g r a p

Cl

ICA ASIA AND PACfftl 
11™ REGIONAL ASSEMBLY &
8™ CO-OPERATIVE FORUM

THEME:
CO-OPERATIVES BUILD A SUSTAINABLE SOCIETY*

-20, SEPTEMBER
-co_^r^

JP& j L
Mr. Setyo Heryanto, Mr. Balu Iyer, Dame Pauline Green, Mr. L i Chunsheng 

and Mr. Nurudin Halid at the 11 th Regional Assembly.

T he 1 1 th Regional Assembly and 8th Co-operative Forum were held in Bali, Indonesia from 
September 16 to 20. Over 500 cooperators from the region, registered to take part in the Assembly 
and related events. T he Assembly adopted the Bali Resolution on “Co-operatives for Sustainable 
Development in Asia and Pacific,” to recognize the relevance of Sustainable Development Goals 
and position co-operatives in the Post-2015 Global Development Agenda.
T he welcome address was delivered by Mr. Setyo Heryanto, Deputy Minister of Co-operatives 
and Small and Medium enterprises. Republic of Indonesia. Mr. Li Chunsheng, President, ICA- 
A P  and the Chairman of IC A -A P  Regional Assembly, opened the meeting and welcomed all the 
members and special invitees. H e expressed his happiness at the large participation of IC A  member 
organizations in Asia and Pacific.
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY DISCUSSED A N D  UNANIM OUSLY APPROVED  
THE FO LLO W ING  ITEMS:

- Introduction of the new Regional Director
- Confirmation of minutes of the 10th Regional Assembly held in Kobe in 2012
- Minutes of the Regional Board Meetings held since last Regional Assembly
- Financial Report of the IC A -A P  for 2012-2014
- IC A  membership situation in the Asia and Pacific Region
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- Presentation of the IC A  Blueprint for a Co-operative Decade by the IC A  Director General
- Report of the 1 st Asia-Pacific Co-operative Registrars’ Conference-2013 held in Malaysia
- Status of IC A -A P  Malaysia Office
- Reports from IC A -A P  Sectoral/Thematic Committees
- Report of the 8th Co-operative Forum on “Co-operatives for Sustainable Development in 

Asia and Pacific”
- Consideration of venue and date of next IC A -A P Regional Assembly-2016

T he sector and thematic committees of IC A -A P held their annual meeting and events in conjunction 
with the Regional Assembly. T he Chairpersons of the committees presented their reports at the 
Assembly.
Dr. Chandra Pal Singh Yadav, President of the National Cooperative Union of India (N C U I) 
and Vice Chairperson of the IC A -A P  offered to host the 2016 Regional Assembly in India. 
T he Regional Assembly unanimously accepted the offer of N C U I. Dr. \ad av  extended a warm 
invitation to all the delegates.
M r Li Chunsheng made the closing remarks and extended his gratitude to all the members for their 
active participation in the assembly and related events. H e thanked the host D E K O P IN  for making

excellent preparations and 
arrangements. The Regional 
Assembly proposed a vote of 
thanks to Mr. Balu Iyer and 
IC A -A P  staff for organizing 
the events successfully. The 
Regional Assembly also 
expressed its thanks to Dame 
Pauline Green, President, 
IC A  and Mr. Charles 
Gould, Director General, 
IC A  for their participation 
and valued contribution in

H .E.Dr. Syarifuddin Hasan , Mr. Li Chunsheng, Mr. Nurudin Halid, enrichmg the discussion of
Dame Pauline Green and Mr. Balu Iyer at the Regional Assembly. the Regional Assembly.

i i «  r e g i o n a i - ^ ^ -  —
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8th Asia Pacific Cooperative Forum- 2014

Mr. Setyo Heryanto, 

Deputy Minister of 

Co-operatives and 

Small and Medium  

enterprises, Republic 

of Indonesia in his 

inaugural address 

emphasized his 

government's support 

to development 

of co-operatives, 

especially women 

cooperatives. He 

said his government 

was giving support in 

the form of funding, 

training, capacity 

building to develop 

human resources and 

creating an enabling 

environment. He said 

it w as apt the Forum 

w as being held in 

Bali which epitomizes 

the "Cooperatives 

Spirit".

The 8th Co-operative Forum was held on 18 September on the theme, ‘Co-operatives for 
Sustainable Development in Asia Pacific’ during the 1 1 th Regional Assembly. Mr. Setyo 
Heryanto, Deputy Minister of Co-operatives and Small and Medium enterprises. Republic 
of Indonesia in his inaugural address emphasized his government’s support for development of 
co-operatives, especially women cooperatives. H e said his government was giving support in the 
form of funding, training, capacity building to develop human resource and creating an enabling 
environment for co-operatives. H e said it was apt that the Forum was being held in Bali which 
epitomizes the “Cooperatives Spirit”.
In his welcome address, Mr. Nurudin Halid, Vice President of D E K O P IN , emphasized the 
role of cooperatives in sustainable development and their contribution to the national GDP. Mr. 
Li Chunsheng, President IC A -A P  said cooperatives have a huge role to play in society. The 
Blueprint for a Cooperative Decade lays out the roadmap for cooperative development. Dame 
Pauline Green said that the International Year of Cooperatives in 2012 gave a great boost to 
the co-operative movement. Co-operatives are key to sustainable development because they take 
part in all walks of life. She wanted the participants to be aware that they are part of a movement 
which has over billion members. She invited all the participants to take part in promoting the 
cooperative identity by adopting the C O O P  marquee.
Prof. I Wayan W india, Senior Expert on Subak Agriculture and Professor at Udayana 
University said that co-operatives are based on community and not an individual approach. 
A  community based approach takes into account social and economic equity and concern for 
environment which ensures sustainable development. A s a Balinese native he mentioned about, 
Tri H ita Karana, the three causes of well-being which includes harmony among people, harmony 
with nature or environment, and harmony with God.
T he Cooperative Forum was divided into three sessions that covered issues relating to evidences 
of sustainable socio-economic-environmental growth through co-operatives in the region; role of 
data, research and innovation in sustainable development; and panel discussion and an open 
forum: Co-operatives Build a Sustainable Society. The technical experts who delivered were 
Prof. Frederick O . Wanyama, School of Development and Strategic Studies, Maseno University, 
Kenya; Mr. Gianluca Salvatori, C E O , European Research Institute on Co-operative and Social 
Enterprises; Dr. Burhanudin Abdullah, President, Co-operative University of Indonesia; and 
M r Peter Van Rooij, Director, International Labour Organisation (ILO ) Country Office for 
Indonesia and Timor-Leste.
Experiences from Co-operative movements were shared by Rep. Cresente C  Paez, House of 
Representatives, Philippines; Mr. Enkhbold Nyamaa, President of Mongolian Co-operative 
Alliance; Mr. Zakaria Motevalli,Deputy of International Affairs of Iran Central Chamber 
of Co-operatives; Mr. A . Praveen Reddy, President, Mulkanoor Co-operative Rural Bank
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Charles Gould, IC A  Director General with Panellists at 8th Co-operative Forum

and Marketing Society Ltd.; and Mr. Akira 
Kurimoto, Director, Japanese Consumer 
Co-operative Institute, Kobe, Japan. The 
moderators for the sessions were Mr. Agung 
Sudjatmoko, Vice President of D E K O P IN ; 
Mr. Charles Gould, Director General, ICA; 
and Dame Pauline Green, President, ICA.
T he Forum resolved to assess and measure 
the contribution of co-operatives, invest 
in technology, education and training for 
members, staff, management and board 
to increase participation, service and 
competitiveness of co-operative enterprises, 
initiate activities at national and local level, 
focusing on achieving inclusive and democratic 

sustainable development, call upon national governments, inter-governmental agencies and other stakeholders to recognize 
co-operatives as representative of a significant section of the population, and to w^ork with the national, regional and global 
co-operative movements in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, urge national co-operative movements to call 
on their governments to revise co-operative laws and policies in conformity vvith internationally recognized definition of
co-operative and work closely with the Alliance (ICA ) to identify responses of co-operatives to each of the Sustainable
Development Goals to be adopted by the international community, and create an enabling atmosphere for co-operatives 
to play a larger role in realising the goals so 
adopted.
During the concluding session. Dr. Syarifuddin 
Hasan, the Minister of Co-operatives and 
Small and Medium Enterprises, Indonesia, 
spoke about the Indonesian governments 
support to cooperatives by dedicating a 
ministry for cooperatives that undertakes 
marketing cooperative products, financing 
for co-operative members and training and 
education through universities. Mr. Li 
Chunsheng, President, IC A -A P  and Mr. Balu 
Iyer, Regional Director, read out the proposed 
resolution of the Forum. Mr. Li, added 
words of appreciation and thanked the host 
D E K O P IN  for the excellent arrangements.

Cooperatives Delegates at the 8th Cooperative Forum
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Bali Resolution (2014) on the Role of Cooperatives in 
Sustainable Development

The Bali Resolution on the “Role of Cooperatives in Sustainable Development” .
T he 8th A sia Pacific Co-operative Forum, representative of the IC A  in the Asia and Pacific and the
CO- operative movements therein; having met during the 1 1 th Regional Assembly of the IC A  Asia
and Pacific (IC A -A P) from 1 6 - 1 9  September, 2014 at Bali, Indonesia, while

• R ecognizing the relevance of Sustainable D evelopm ent G oals and the im portance of 
positioning co-operatives in the P o s t-2 0 15 G lobal D evelopm ent A genda,

• Reaffirm ing the International Co-operative Identity S tatem ent and its prom otion in 
theory and  practice at all levels of co-operative education and  training systems,

• R ealising the significance of the IC A  B lueprin t for a Co-operative D ecade and its 
themes as indicators in the developm ent of co-operatives in the 21 st C entury, and  in 
achieving sustainable developm ent while articulating the concern of co-operatives for the 
community,

• N oting  the contribution of co-operative enterprises in ethical and value based business 
practices and the role of the global co-operative movement in prom otion of Sustainable 
Developm ent G oals.

• A pprecia ting  the inherent ability of co-operative enterprises in m ainstream ing women, 
youth and m arginalised sections of the society and , in creating equal opportunity  for all 
and,

• Conscious of inadequate enabling legal, policy and  regulatory environm ent for co­
operatives and  the resultant constraints in realisation of the com plete potential of people- 
based economic enterprises in A sia  Pacific region, hereby resolve with the spirit of co­
operation to,

1. C om m it to assess and m easure the contribution of co-operatives while increasing 
the body of co-operative research and knowledge by efficient da ta  collection and 
m anagem ent, to enable dissem ination of inform ation on co-operatives and sustain 
sovereign support of national governments and  other stakeholders,

2 . Invest in technology, education and training for members, staff, m anagem ent 
and  board to increase participation, service and competitiveness of co-operative 
enterprises in realizing their inherent sustainable nature.
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3. Initiate activities at national and  local level, focusing on achieving inclusive and 
dem ocratic sustainable developm ent through increased m em ber participation with 
greater focus on wom en, youth and  other m arginalized persons, while addressing 
their socio, economic, cultural and  environm ental needs and  aspirations,

4. C all upon national governm ents, inter-governm ental agencies and  other 
stakeholders to recognize co-operatives as representative of a significant section 
of the population, and to work in co-operation with the national, regional and 
global co-operative movements in achieving the Sustainable D evelopm ent G oals 
by pledging support, integrating resources and  im plem enting jo in t strategies in 
developing co-operatives in sectors vitals for sustainable develoment such as clean 
energy, m arine/ ocean resources etc.

5. U rge national co-operative movements to call on their governments to revise 
co-operative laws and  policies in conformity with internationally recognized 
definition, m eaning and scope of co-operative enterprises, to participate in the 
global co-operative movement as a significant institutional partner and,

6 . W ork closely wath the A lliance (IC A ) to identify responses of co-operatives to 
each of the Sustainable D evelopm ent G oals to be adopted  by the international 
community, and create an enabling atm osphere for co-operatives to play a larger 
role in realising the goals so adopted.

ANNUAL REPORT 2 0 1 4 /7



Committee Meetings and Events- 2014
REGIONAL BOARD MEETING

ICA Asia Pacific Regional Board M eeting '

te S*pt*mbM 2014 ^

Board Members with IC A  President Dame Pauline Green

Two Regional Board meetings were held during 
the year; the first in Beijing in February and the 
second in Bali, prior to the Regional Assembly.
Mr. Li Chunsheng warmly welcomed Dame 
Pauline Green, IC A  President, Charles 
Gould, IC A  Director General and members 
of the IC A -A P  Regional Board and thanked 
Mr. Nurudin Halid for the meeting 
arrangements made in Bali. Mr. Nurudin Haild, 
representing D E K O P IN , also welcomed the 
board members and talked about the benefits 
the week long Regional Assembly was to bring 
to co-operatives in the region.

The Agenda for the meeting was approved and minutes of the last Regional Board meeting were confirmed. Mr. Balu 
Iyer, Regional Director presented the activity report, financial report and progress report of the Malaysian Business 
Office (M B O ) for the period of Jan-Aug 2014 and the draft IC A -A P  activity plan for 2015. H e appraised the board 
on membership in the region and said that the region currently has 85 members from 26 countries. H e also introduced 
the new website of IC A -A P  and gave an overview of its features.
Dame Pauline Green laid emphasis on the significance of the regional board meeting and applauded the development 
of the new user-friendly website. She informed the board that since the launch of the new global Co-operative Identity 
in November last year, 750 co-ops in 75 countries had successfully registered to use the C O O P  marque. In addition, 
there are 8,000 .coop domains registered in 89 
countries. T he IC A  has now launched a toolkit to 
promote Co-operative Identity to help achieve the aim 
of co-operatives becoming one of the best known ethical 
marques in the world by 2020 .
Some of the key items discussed in the meeting 
related to admission of new members in IC A  and the 
pending membership application of National Farmers’
Association (NFA) in Taiwan; and decentralization of 
M B O  and clear delineation of financial responsibility.
Mr. Yaguchi proposed that the term of office of ICA- 
A P  President should be for a maximum of two terms 
and that it should be stipulated in the election rules.
T he IC A -A P  was requested to study this issue and Board meeting in progress
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come up with a proposal at the next board meeting. The proposal was supported by Dame Pauline Green, who hoped 
for better clarity and transparency in the next elections.
During the Regional Meeting there was a special presentation by Dr. Sukesh Zamwar, Chairperson of the \b u th  
Committee. H e said that the \o u th  Committee had been successful in getting co-operatives mentioned in the Colombo 
Declaration. They were planning to work with university/campus co-operatives and needed support from all the board 
members.
Mr. Balu Iyer, announced the next Asia-Pacific Cooperative Ministers’ Conference is due in 2016. Indonesia had agreed 
to host the conference but given the change in government it was not clear if this was still the case. Mr. Halid requested 
more time for them to confirm with the new Indonesian Minister for Co-operatives; to which the board agreed. The next 
Regional Assembly will be held in India in November 2016. A n  affectionate invitation was extended by Mr. Vitoon 
Naewpanit, Chairman of Co-operative League of Thailand for all to attend the 2016 celebrations to mark, 100 years of 
co-operatives in Thailand.

MEETING OF THE ICA-AP COM M ITTEE ON CREDIT &  BANKING
T he 12th Meeting of IC A -A P  committee on Credit & Banking was held on 16 September, 2014. The President Mr. Li 
Chunsheng, welcomed the members and observers. In addition to routine matters, the committee discussed and finalized 
work plan for the next two years (2015-2016). T he members made presentations on the topic, “Current scenario of 
Co-operative Banking”.
SEMINAR O N  CREDIT & BANKING
T he committee meeting was followed by a seminar on, “Capitalization—Challenges for Co-operative Banks.” Mr. Robby 
Tulus, former Regional Director of IC A -A P  and Mr. B.D. Sharma former Consultant led the discussions.

MEETING OF THE ICA-AP CO M M ITTEE ON 
AGRICULTURE
T he 40th meeting of the IC A -A P  Committee on 
Agriculture was held on 16 September, 2014. There 
were 19 members in attendance from China, India,
Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Nepal, Philippines, 
and Palestine.
The committee acknowledged the importance of the 
U N  International ^ a r  of Family Farming (lY FF).
T he Chairman, Mr. Won Byung Choi from National 
Agricultural Cooperative Federation, Korea saw the 
lY FF as an opportunity to raise the profile of family
farming and small holder farmers. It was a platform a , ^Agriculture Lommittee members ana participants
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ICA ASIA PACIFIC
Research Conference and CommiTtcTlfMeeting

to highlight the potential of family farmers to eradicate hunger, preserve natural resources and promote sustainable 
development. H e urged members to attend the seminar to be organised by International Co-operative Agricultural 
Organization (IC A O ) the following day to share and exchange their experiences.
T he committee approved the membership of the Nepal Agricultural Co-operative Central Federation Limited.

MEETING OF THE ICA-AP COM M ITTEE ON CO-OPERATIVE RESEARCH
T he 2nd meeting of the IC A -A P  Committee on Co-operative Research was attended by members from India, Japan,

Malaysia, New Zealand and Sri Lanka. Dr. 
Y. Dongre, talked on the need to increase 
membership of Research Committee and to 
encourage youth researchers to participate 
by offering them scholarships. The existing 
Steering Committee will continue to function 
for the next two years along with Prof. Morris 
Altman from New Zealand. T he Steering 
Committee consists of 7 members, five from 
India and one each from Japan and New 
Zealand. T he next Co-operative Research 
Conference will be held in Pune, India m 
2015.
CO-OPERATIVE RESEARCH 
CO NFERENCE
The 9th IC A -A P Cooperative Research 
Conference was held on 16 September 
2014. 39 participants from China, India, 
Japan, Malaysia, Indonesia, Nepal, New 
Zealand, Philippines, Sri Lanka, attended the 
conference. The Conference Chair, Dr. G .N . 
Saxena, praised the research committee for 
its commendable performance over the years 
and for holding the research conference every 
year. Mr. Akira Kurimoto, Vice Chairperson 
of the Committee recounted the history of the 
activities of the research committee beginning 
from 2000 till the last seminar at the University 
of Mysore in India. He also explained the 
various international research events and 
forthcoming research projects.

Participants at the Research Committee meeting

Ifi— - I .akttiweand U

Mr. Balu Iyer giving speech during the meeting
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The keynote address was delivered by Prof. Morris Altman from Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand, on 
“Cooperative Organizations as an Engine of Equitable Rural Economic Development.” H e talked about the critical 
and contemporary challenges of co-operatives in the context of changes in the global economy. This was followed by 
presentation and discussion on the eight papers based on the theme of the seminar, ‘IC A  Blueprint for Co-operative 
Decade.” T he conference ended with concluding remarks by Mr.Balu Iyer, Regional Director of ICA -A R H e highlighted 
the importance of research and said that IC A -A P  office will provide all possible assistance to the Committee.

MEETING OF THE ICA-AP CO M M ITTEE ON YOUTH COOPERATION
T he 7th meeting of the IC A -A P  Committee on \b u th  Cooperation (ICYC) was held on 1 7 September, 2014, on the 
theme, “Financial Literacy for Youth.” T he meeting was attended by I 7 members ( I 1 men and 6 women) from Bhutan, 
China, India, Malaysia and Indonesia. In addition, observers from Iran and Palestine participated and contributed to 
the deliberations.
The Chairperson, Dr. Sukesh Zamwar, presided over the meeting, and updated the members about the activities of 
ICYC during the past year. H e laid emphasis on the importance of judicious use of money by youth for nation building. 
H e said that youth needed to practice the habit of being thrifty as this would save them from being a victim of consumerism 
and ensure a sustainable future for the society.
During the meeting, video presentations and messages sent by Ms. A nna Gabriella Buffa, IC A  Global Youth Chair
and Mr. Mumshad Ali Khan, Member-ICYC were played. Ms. Buffa’s video featured Mr. Ernesto Guevara,
Manager of Training, Caja Popular, Mexico who brought out the features of credit co-operatives for youth and the 
work undertaken by his organisation.
Ms. Buffa highlighted the role of the 
Global Y)uth Network and the slow 
yet steady progress it was making 
towards formalizing the association.
T he Chairperson launched the new 
look of the ICYC website (www. 
youth-asiapacific.coop). H e also 
welcomed, Mr. Balu Iyer, Regional 
Director as Honorary Member of 
the committee. Mr. Iyer assured his 
support and congratulated members 
on the success achieved during the 
World Conference on Youth 2014.
The meeting tentatively decided 
to meet in Malaysia in 2015 and
work closely with the Global youth Ernesto Guevara -  Manger o f Training, Caja Popular
Network. Mexicana making a video presentation
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T he 6th University/Campus Co-operative Committee Meeting was held on September 17, 2014. Prof. Zenaida S. 
Diola was nominated as Chairperson of the Meeting. Members and observers from 12 countries took part in the meeting 
where A N G K A S A , D E K O P IN  and S N C F  furthered their nominations to the committee. Members elected a new 
board to serve until 2016 during the meeting.
Prof. Kokichi Shoji participated in his last meeting as committee Chairperson owing to his retirement from N F U C A . 
He proposed the University/Campus Co-operative Committee to nurture ambitious co-operators to help revitalize the 
movement. The Meeting continued with discussions on activities for 2014-2015 and 2015-2016 besides deliberating 
on budget and hosts for the next meeting. Members from T C O F U , Thailand expressed their interest to host the next 
meeting. Dr. Sukesh introduced himself as the Chairperson of the Yjuth Committee and an observer to the meeting. The 
Youth Committee, during their Committee meeting the day before, had discussed that they could work together with the 
University/Campus Co-op Committee. Dr. Sukesh suggested that seminars with various themes, such as on financial 
literacy, could be explored.
The Meeting elected Prof. Furuta (N F U C A ) as Chairperson and Prof. Park (K U C F) and Dr. Azlan (A N G K A S A ) 
as joint Vice Chairpersons. T he Committee also took forward talks on the inclusion of students as members of the 
committee.

MEETING OF THE ICA-AP COMMITTEE ON UNIVERSITY AND CAMPUS COOPERATIVES

MEETING OF THE ICA-AP COM M ITTEE ON WOMEN
T he 9th meeting of the IC A  Regional Women’s Committee for Asia and Pacific was held on 16 September, 2 0 14. The 
meeting was attended by 22 (20 women and 2 men) members as well as observers from 9 countries. T he Chairperson 
at the meeting was Ms. Mashako Shinbo and the special invitee was, Mr. Balu Iyer, Regional Director of IC A -A P 
T he meeting saw the election of Ms. Masako Shinbo, as Chairperson and Ms. Maria Elena Canda Limocon, as

Vice Chair. Ms. Savitri Singh, reported 
on the progress of the Resource Guide 
for Advanced Training of Co-operatives 
on Entrepreneurship Development of 
Women and Gender Equality.
O ne of the major agenda of the meeting 
was to increase the membership of the 
committee. Several members offered 
suggestions and expressed their views. 
T he Committee also proposed and 
approved the work plan for 2015. This 
was followed by presentation of country 
reports by members from India, Vietnam, 
Malaysia and Japan.Women Committee meeting in progress
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Mr. Balu Iyer in closing the meeting praised the committee for its commendable efforts to empower women and gender 
mainstream in co-operatives. H e expressed his enthusiasm to support the activities of the Women Committee to encourage 
more participation of women. The next meeting of the Committee is scheduled to be held in India, in 2 0 16, in conjunction 
with the IC A  Regional Assembly.
ICA^AP REGIO NAL W O M E N  FORUM^ 2014
T he 8th IC A -A P  Regional Women Forum, held on 1 7 September, focused on the theme, “Gender Mainstreaming 
in Co-operatives for Sustainable Development.’ T he forum was attended by 40 women and men co-operators from 8 
countries. T he members of the Committee presented 5 papers. Ms. Savitri Singh, started the proceedings by welcoming 
the participants and giving a introduction on the IC A -A P  Regional Women Forum, its purpose and objectives. The 
Forum was graced by Ms. Masako Shinbo, Chairperson of the IC A -A P  Committee on Women and the Special Guest 
for the event was Dame Pauline Green, IC A  President. Ms. Maria Elena Limocon, Vice Chair of Women Committee 
delivered the vote of thanks and expressed her gratitude to all guests and participants.
Dame Pauline Green made a presentation on, “Gender mainstreaming in Co-operatives for Sustainable Development.” 
She briefly introduced IC A  and its work on sustainable development and explained the situation of women’s participation 
in co-operatives. The Keynote speech was given by Mr. Peter Van Rooij, Director, International Labour Organisation, 
Indonesia on the theme, “Gender mainstreaming in Co-operatives for Sustainable Development.” O ther speakers at 
the Forum were Mr. Robby Tulus, former Regional Director of IC A -A P  Ms. Keiko Okawara, chairperson of the 
National Association of Women of Japan Agriculture Co-operatives group and Ms. Maria Elena Limocon, Vice Chair 
of committee, Philippines. A  stimulating group discussion was also held on the topic, “How to overcome cultural and 
legal barriers towards gender equality in Coops”.

Savilri Singh, Pauline Green, Mashako Shinbo, and Peter Van Rooij 
with participants o f the Women Forum-2014

Panel discussion in progress
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The 26th meeting of the IC A -A P  Committee on Human Resource Development (H R D ) was held on 1 7 September. 
T he meeting was attended by 9 members and 30 observers from India, Iran, Malaysia, Philippines and Sri Lanka and 
presided by Dr. Bhagwati Prasad, Chairman of the Committee. Dr. Dinesh, Chief Executive of N C U I spoke about 
the Global Human Resource Development Networking portal and said that N C U I was in the process of amending/ 
modifying the portal. The portal will be up and working again from October 2014 onwards. Country reports were 
presented by members from India, Iran and Sri Lanka.
Dr. Dinesh and Mr. Jose Romeo Ebron, were elected as Chair and Vice Chair respectively for the next four years. The 
next seminar on the theme, “H R D  as a Tool for Improving Performance in Co-operatives” wall be hosted by N C U I in 
India in 2015.
SEMINAR O N  HUM AN RESOURCE DEVELOPM ENT
Dr. Bhagwati Prasad, opened the seminar and spoke on good governance as a process for making and implementing 
decisions in a manner that leads to accomplishing desired objectives. H e said, the importance should not be on “correct” 
decisions, but rather the best possible process for making those decisions. According to him, good decision-making 
processes and good governance are characterized by participation, rule of law, transparency, responsiveness, consensus- 
oriented, equity and inclusiveness, effectiveness and efficiency and accountability. H e pointed out that, in cooperatives, good 
governance can be best accomplished by following principles, values, philosophy and ethos in true spirit by all stakeholders 
of cooperatives including members, board 
members and employees. H R D  intervention 
enables stakeholders to prepare themselves 
and enables them to make good decisions and 
implement them. Dr. Prasad’s address was 
followed by presentations by three experts 
who highlighted various aspects of good 
governance with focus on H R D .
The seminar concluded with the understand­
ing that H R  policy should be an integral part 
of business policy of every co-operative. The 
need to involve youth while they are studying 
in school was emphasized. The examples 
of Corruption Commission in Malaysia,
Aflatoun program for children in Philippines, 
and mandatory training of board of directors 
as implemented in Malaysia were highlighted 
as good examples to follow.

MEETING OF THE ICA-AP COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT

Participants at the H R D  Committee meeting
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The 48th meeting of the IC A -A P  Committee on Consumer Co-operation was held on I 7 September. 9 Committee 
members and 19 observers from 8 countries attended the meeting. T he meeting commenced with an opening address 
by Mr. Amano Haruyoshi, Chairperson of the committee. Ms. Nishimoto Yuki, Secretary of the committee, presented 
the Activity Report since last meeting 
in Singapore (2013) and Activity 
Plan for 2014-2015. T he committee 
members made presentations of their 
recent activities and business results.
T he meeting was followed by 
election of the Office Bearers of the 
Committee. Mr. Amano Haruyoshi 
of JC C U , Japan was re-elected as 
Chairperson for another term of four 
years. Mr. Poh Leong Sim of N T U C  
FairPrice, Singapore and Mr. D .S.K .
Pathirana of C O O P F E D , Sri Lanka 
were elected as Vice-Chairpersons 
unanimously. The next committee 
meeting is scheduled to be held in
2015 in Kuala Lumpur,Malaysia.

MEETING OF THE ICA-AP COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER CO-OPERATIVES

Participants and members o f the Consumer Committee

SEMINAR O N  ENVIRO NM ENTAL PROTECTION
In conjunction with the meeting of the Consumer Committee, a seminar on environmental protection was also held. 
The guest speakers were Ms. Desi Kusumadewi, Director, Indonesian Office of Roundtable of Sustainable Palm Oil 
(R S P O ) and Mr.Jung Won-Gak, Chairperson of iC O O P  Co-operative Development Centre. Ms. Kusumadevi gave 
an “Overview of R S P O ”, during which she covered the current situation of consumption and production of palm oil 
in the world, environmental and social issues, and certification system of R S P O . Mr. Jung made a presentation on, 
“Business and Activity of iC O O P  Korea for Environmental Protection”. T he presentation included back ground of 
iC O O P  Korea, eco-fiiendly agricultural food business, and practices of iC O O P  Korea such as protecting Korean 
native wheat, paddy, wetland conservation activities, and participation of consumers’ in environmental movement.
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Participation: Stories and Experience Sliaring
1. REGIONAL W O RKSHO P O N  

BUSINESS"
EN H A N C IN G  ROLE O F  W O M E N  IN CO-OPERATIVE

Participants with Mr. Nguyen Dac Thang, Vice President o f VC A

A  three days workshop on “Enhancing Role of Women in Co-operative Business,” was held from 2-4 December 2 0 14 
in Hanoi, Vietnam. T he workshop 
was attended by 25 participants from 
six countries. In attendance were “Mr.
Nguyen Cuu Vice President and Mr.
Hoang Nghia Trung Director General 
of Vietnam Cooperative Alliance 
(V C A ). T he program coordinator, Mrs 
Savitri Singh, delivered the welcome 
address and Mr. Nguyen Dac Thang,
Vice President of V C A  delivered the 
inaugural address.
Co-operatives in Asia Pacific are 
widely represented in the traditional 
sector of economy, namely agriculture 
and agriculture related business such as 
farming, dairy, handloom and fisheries.
Statistics from most of the countries reveal that women contribute up to 50% to 70 % of labour in these businesses but, 
participation of women in co-operatives is still low due to socio-economic and cultural constraints. Therefore, women 
farmers, producers and workers are often being deprived of services and other benefits provided by a co-operative. 
IC A -A P  is committed to enhancing the capacity of women as well as co-operative institutions to increase women’s 
participation in co-operative business in the region. The workshop is designed to:

1. Provide opportunity to women co-operators to meet and build up business network
2. Share information and learn about different types of co-operative businesses

T he representatives from Co-operative Training Institute of Mongolia; Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative, India; Co­
operative College of Malaysia; National Confederation of Co-operatives and National Coop Federation & Development 
Center, Philippines; All China Federation of Supply & Marketing Cooperatives, China and Micro Finance and 
Community Development Institute, Vietnam gave detailed presentations. They spoke about the situation of women’s 
empowerment, their participation as workers and leaders and their contribution to cooperatives and the national economy. 
The members discussed their activities taking into account the current situation, including issues and challenges; and their 
plans for gender mainstreaming
A  study visit was orgainzed to the Minh Dhuontg Textile Co-operative in the Bac Ninh province.
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A  participant sharing her experiences

EXPERIENCE SHARING
Canadian Co-operative Association (CCA) 
interns Tecla Van Bussel (Vietnam) and 
Olivia Tran (Mongolia) reflect on the role 
o f gender in co-operatives following the 
International Co-operative Alliance Asia- 
Pacific 's Worl^shop “Enhancing the Role o f 
Women in Co-operative Business” held in 
Hanoi, Vietnam, December 2014.
‘ In both Vietnam and Mongolia there is poor 
female representation in politics and high 
level positions of power. In co-operatives, 
most leadership positions are held by men.
In Vietnam, a lack of qualifying education 
and a cultural expectation of “shyness” can 
hmder women from taking these positions 
even when the opportunity to do so becomes
available. In Mongolia, confronting gender barriers to leadership is not considered an important issue by both men and 
women because they already perceive their society as being gender equal.
The International Cooperative Alliance - Asia Pacific (IC A -A P) workshop held recently in Hanoi, are essential to 
provide a common meeting ground for women to share best practices on co-operative business, leadership and gender 
mainstreaming. Tools and practices discussed at the IC A -A P  workshop, such as sex-disaggregated data (to discover 
patterns in membership and participation), gender advocacy education for men and women, and proper implementation 
of gender quotas (especially for leadership positions), all have their merits and must be implemented in an individual 
co-op context in order to work.
From the workshop, and from our experiences working in Vietnam and Mongolia, we have been able to think more 
critically about development initiatives. Considering the diverse lived experiences of women around the world, asking the 
question “W hat barriers still exist for women in co-operatives today, and how do we overcome them?” seems daunting 
in its breadth and complexity, and there is no one answer. However, this is a question that must be asked by both men 
and women, by both development practitioners and local co-operators, in order for co-operative development to affect 
equitable social, political, and economic change.”
FULL POST CAN BE FOUND AT;

Huffingtonpost
link; http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/canadian-cooperative-association/gender-gap-co-ops_b_6502940.html
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2. TRAIN ING  O N  " IM P R O V IN G  CAPACITY O F  RURAL W O M E N " AT IDACA JAPAN.
Reflection from a participant Ms. Kavita Khobragade, Assistant Manager (Marketing) o f Indian Farmers Fertilizer Co­
operative Ltd. (IFFCO)
It is an honour to get selected by IC A -A P  to attend the training program on “Improving Capacity of Rural Women” 
at Thailand and Japan from 12th November to 10th December 2014. I don’t have words to express my gratitude to 
ID A C A  for hosting the 2nd part of this training program and acquainting us with Japanese culture, their politeness, food 
habits, punctuality and also disaster management. During our training in ID A C A , we learnt about Women’s Association 
and the past and present situation of women in Japan. Earlier women were treated like cattle and labourers; but, now 
times have changed and many have become entrepreneurs. Cooperatives in Japan are strong and a reason for this is the 
involvement of women in cooperative movement. This change occurred with strong support from men in the community. 
Over time, men understood that agriculture cannot be possible without women and they encouraged them to actively 
engage in agriculture and business.
During our training program we also learnt about the cooperative movement in Japan. They started was back in 1843 
through the spirit of mutual aid. After many ups and downs in cooperatives - before, during and after - World War I &
II, the Agriculture Cooperatives A ct was enacted in 1947, to establish agricultural cooperatives as economic organization 
to guarantee farmers independence. In 1954, the Agriculture Cooperatives act was revised and an apex organization, 
the Central Union of agricultural Cooperatives (JA-Zenchu) formed to coordinate agricultural cooperative movement. 
In 1963, ID A C A  was established in order to nurture agriculture cooperative movement in developing countries in the 
Asia region. T he Agricultural cooperatives consist of a) PACs OA) -  multipurpose agriculture coop; b) Prefectural 
level organizations; c) National Federations and other organizations (doing different business like marketing, insurance, 
finance, welfare etc; d) JA  — Zenchu — collaborates with 47 Prefectural Unions of agriculture cooperatives, provides 
management guidance, audits, advocates on farm policy and public relation activities for primary cooperatives and 
federations, and provides training and education; e) Members Organizations -  hamlet organizations, commodity wise 
groups, Youth and Women associations.
We learnt about the formation of Japanese Women’s 
Association (JAWA), which plays important role in 
business and operations of JA . They are involved, 
among other things in farming, food processing, 
running direct sale shops, and conducting welfare 
activities. We also learnt about JA’s activities i.e., 
providing training and education, marketing, storage 
and transport facilities, supplying production material, 
loans, insurance, food processing, welfare services 
etc. We learnt about JAWA’s ‘local production for 
local consumption’ movement, education program for 
children on food and agriculture, welfare activities 
for elderly people, kindergarten, activity for 
supporting disaster stricken area, 6th industry etc.

Ms. Khobragadde receiving ‘Certificate o f Participation fixim the 
Executive Director o f ID A C A , Japan
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During our four days visit to Hiroshima prefecture, we visited Peace Memorial Park and Museum and paid our tribute 
to the victims of the atomic bomb. It was very depressing to see the remains of victims in the museum, but at the same 
time it teaches us how to come together, unite, cooperate, gather courage to overcome any disaster, be it atomic bomb, 
earthquake or tsunami. Here we visited direct sale shops, winery, tofu making club and learnt about the working pattern. 
We went to Kimita Nishiirigimi Mame Mame club and learnt tofii production. We learnt how this club was formed 
with 8 members; but now only 2 members are remaining, due to ageing. We also learnt about the most difficult but 
important aspect of life, how to say no politely, .i.e. assertiveness. During one day visit to Gunma prefecture we learned 
about women entrepreneurship activities and were very impressed that a 70 year old woman was running a business and 
propagating agriculture in younger generation.
During the entire training program we gained lot of knowledge, which will definitely help me in performing my duties in 
my organization.
5. TRAINING PROGRAM FOR MANAGERS O F C O N SU M ER  COOPERATIVES  

EXPERIENCE SHARING
The ICA/JCC U  Training Program for Managers o f Consumer Coops in fapan -2014. A n experience sharing by 
Ms. Ligaya Adame Barbadillo, Store Manager o f Co-op Mart, A D T E M P C O , Philippines.

M E M B E R i'pR O D U C T S

Miyagi Coop A D TEM PC O -C oop Mart

I am very thankful to IC A /JC C U  for inviting me to join the training course for managers that was held in Japan in 2014. 
1 made new friends from different countries with different culture and religion; but even if we had these differences we also 
had similarities that are for the betterment of cooperatives in the pursuit of global competitiveness. I learnt a lot from the 
training course and following are some the lessons I have already adopted at our Co-op Mart.
Promote Member’s Product: we provided display shelves exclusively for our members product. Just like Miyagi Coop and 
other Japanese Coops, we always think of ways in which we can help uplift quality of life of our members.
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Social media: since we are now living in a modern society, our Cooperative decided to adopt the strategy of Miyagi 
Coop to increase both sales and membership through social media and social networking (Facebook account). \b u  can 
visit our FB account: ADTEMPCO Coop Mart Lagangilang Branch.

Miyagi Coop

TLagangttang Branc
Ti ragsak IH ADTEMPCO ket dagiH mi«mbro 

innn Dampamilya nga serserbiyanno. IH m«»

It: .lOTTfsn I j f j r  tf- jm ily a  k « t « ADTEMPCO j j  
id?son*'ng'o h jm ulong 1* ^ 3

mEmnnm
1

AD TEM PC O -C oop Mart

m

Customer service: as a customer service provider, we must serve our members/customers from the bottom of our 
H E A R T . We adopted another strategy of Miyagi Coop — Welcome greetings! Simple act of gratitude will surely 
satisfy ourmembers/customers.

Ms. Ligaya with fellow trainees at the Miyagi Coop
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Community service: just like Co-op Net in Japan, our cooperative is also helping less fortunate children in our 
commuity. We give F R E E  education (scholarship) to qualified students and F R E E  school supplies and feeding program 
for young children.
Let me take this opportunity to again thank IC A /JC C U  management and staff for giving me a chance to be a part of 
the training course. T he chance to catch sight of your beautiful country and see the disciplined people, which 1 strongly 
admire. The learnings, experiences and memories that I gained in the training course will always be remembered and 
cherished in my whole life.
Again, Arigato gozaimasu for your kindness and generosity!

w

Japanese Coops A D T E M P C O

A D T E M P C O
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Charles Gould 
further s a id , "This 
year marks the 
50th  anniversary 
of the passing of 
Vaikunthbhai M ehta, 
whose memorial 
lecture I am privileged 
to be able to deliver 
today. The honour is 
not only in associating 
my words w ith  the 
life of Shri M ehta, but 
also w ith  the words 
of the 16 individuals 
who have delivered 
the memorial lecture 
in years past -  
individuals like the 
legendary Dr. V Kurien 
and the International 
Co-operative Alliance's 
own Ivano Barberini, 
our immediate past 
President, may he rest 
in peace." The full 
speech can be read 
at http://ica-ap.coop/ 
icanarticles/global- 
perspective-and-road- 
ahead

CHARLES GOULD REACHES OUT TO MEMBERS IN INDIA
“Shri Mehta, as his biography claims, was the doyen of the Indian Co-operative Movement, 
but we need not limit his fame to this country. H e stands with Raiffeisen in Germany and 
Desjardins in Canada and Toyohiko Kagawa in Japan and others around the world in having an 
impact that was intended for their own country and yet which has inspired and influenced others 
far beyond the ground they personally trod. A nd so I applaud N C U I for its efforts to keep his 
story alive and well-known through these lectures,” said Mr. Charles Gould , Director General, 
IC A  while delivering the 1 7th Vaikunthbhai M ehta Memorial Lecture on 16th June 2014 at 
National Co-operative Union of India (N C U I) auditorium in New Delhi. The Vaikunthbhai 
M ehta Memorial Lecture Series established by the N C U I is in of honor visionary leader and 
veteran co-operator, Shri Vaikunthbhai M ehta (26 October 1891 - 27 October 1964).
Shri Vaikunthbhai Mehta served the Bombay State Cooperative Bank (now Maharashtra State 
Cooperative Bank) as Chief Executive for an uninterrupted period of about 35 years. H e was 
Minister of Finance and Cooperation of the then Bombay State and was first Chairman of 
Khadi and Village Industries Commission. The contribution of Vkikunthbhai Mehta to the 
cause of Cooperative Education and Training was pioneering and foundational. A s a tribute 
to and in memory of the great co-operative leader and philosopher, the National Co-operative 
Institute has been named the Vaikunth Mehta National Institute of Co-operative Management 
(V A M N IC O M ) in Pune, Maharashtra, India.

Charles Gould delivering lecture on Vaikunth Mehta
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Sri Vaikunlhhhai Mehta

W B B m M m w rn S S M
Dr. Chandra Pal Singh Yadav, N C U I President speaking at the Vaikunth Mehta Memorial Lecture.

Dr. Chandrapal Singh \adav, President of N C U I inaugurated the event and introduced Sri Vaikunth Mehta and talked 
about how his contribution to the cooperative movement of India had helped in sustainable development of communities.

T he Memorial Lecture was attended by 
about 400 co-operators including officials, 
leaders, and IC A -A P  and N C U I staff.
T he Director General, during his three days 
visit to New Delhi, took the opportunity to 
meet leaders of IFF C O , N C U I and several 
other co-operatives. Mr. Gould had a special 
meeting with Dr.Yadav, wherein he discussed 
several issues concerning N C U I and their 
expectation from ICA . T he purpose of this 
meeting was to gain Member Insight into the 
IC A  Blueprint for a Cooperative Decade, 
value of IC A  membership and member 
expectations.
Mr. Gould also visited a Model Dairy Plant 
of the National Dairy Research Institute 

and the Panipat Uraban Co-operative Bank in Haryana. H e was very much impressed with the performance of both 
institutions and their contribution to employment generation and the sustainable development of their community.

Director General with the officials o f Panipat Arhan Co-operative B ank
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Sustainability

HAPPY 
GREEN

FAMILY FARMING IN BHUTAN
A summary report on the presentation made by Mr. Sangay (Farmer) Rinchen, C E O  & Founder Happy Green Co­
operative, Thimpu, Bhutan and Member o f the IC A -A P  Committee on Youth Cooperation,at the Meeting o f the 
International Co-operative Agricultural Organization (ICAO ) in Bali during the 1 Hh Regional Assembly o f the IC A  
Asia and Pacific organized in co-operation with D E K O P IN  at Bali, Indonesia from / 7-20 September 2014.
IC A  Asia and Pacific in its continued efforts to promote the co-operative movement and agriculture in Bhutan, facilitated 
the representation o f Mr. Sangay (Farmer) Rinchen, as the guest speaker.
Bhutan’s national vision is to attain a society based on happiness, which is prescribed in its constitution.
Bhutan has an area of 38 ,000 sq km with a population of about 800,000 (in 2014). T he arable land is around 
1 I % and land under cultivation is only 3%; the forest cover is approximately 85%. Bhutan’s economy, like many 
other south Asian countries is based on an agrarian economy and agriculture directly supports 65%  of its population. 
Agriculture traditionally employs all members of the ‘farmers’ family 
and the farming arrangement usually integrates livestock development, 
agriculture and forestry.
Farming in Bhutan is based on self-sufficiency and what goes to the 
market is only the surplus produce to the market, mirroring the co­
operative philosophy. Such farms operate on traditional co-operative 
systems of operations and functioning. T he farms are in tandem wnth 
the philosophy of Bhutan’s Gross National Happiness and are treated 
with natural and non-chemical fertilizing systems. Bhutan’s lawmakers
envisage a 100% organic production and consumption by 2020. Farmer Sangay at the H appy Green

Cooperative Grocery Store
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A t the moment there are 37 co-operatives in Bhutan, chiefly operating in the agriculture sector. T he co-operative 
movement in Bhutan is aiming at increasing memberships in co-operative farming, ethical procurement of raw materials, 
enhancing technology and increasing production of small-scale farm businesses.
Happy Green Co-operative was set up in the year 2007 as the first autonomous co-operative in Bhutan. It began by 
integrating a few families around the Thimpu area and has grown since to involve members fi'om various sections of the 
society with an interest in farming. It has now has diversified into consumer goods such as potato wafers.

H appy Green Chips (produced by H GC)
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Identity

COOP Marque

There are 1 ,20 0  
registered users 
of the global Co­
operative Marque in 
9 6  countries.

The leading 
countries from the 

Asia Pacific are 
Republic of Korea 
(89), Philippines 
(28), India (25), 
Australia (12), and 
Sri Lanka (9)

STATEMENT OM THE CO-OPERATIVE IDENTITY
The Statement on the Co-operative Identity was adopted at the 1995 General Assembly of the 
International Co-operative Alliance (ICA ), held in Manchester on the occasion of the Alliance’s 
Centenary. T he Statement v̂ âs the product of a lengthy process of consultation involving thousands 
of co-operatives around the world.
Definition: A  Co-operative is 
an autonomous association of 
persons united voluntarily to meet 
their common economic, social 
and cultural needs and aspirations 
through a jointly owned and 
democratically controlled enterprise.
Values: Co-operatives are based 
on the values or self-help, self­
responsibility, democracy, equality, 
equity and solidarity. In tradition 
of their founders, co-operative 
members believe in the ethical 
values of honesty, openness, social 
responsibility and caring for others. Coop Identity

Principles: T he co-operative
principles are guidelines by which co-operatives put their values into practice.

• Voluntary and O pen M embership: Co-operatives are voluntary organizations, 
open to all persons able to use their services and  willing to accepts the responsibilities of 
m em bership, w ithout gender, social, racial, political or religious discrim ination.

• D em ocratic M em ber Control: Co-operatives are dem ocratic organizations controlled 
by their members, who actively participate in setting their policies and  m aking decisions. 
M en  and wom en serving as elected representatives are accountable to the m em bership. 
In prim ary co-operatives, m em bers have equal voting rights (one member, one vote), and 
co-operatives at other levels are also organized in a  dem ocratic m anner.

• M ember Econom ic Participation: M em bers contribute equitably to an dem ocratically 
control the capital of their co-operative. A t  least part of that capital is usually the common 
property of the co-operative. M em bers usually receive limited com pensation, if any, 
on capital subscribed as a  condition of m em bership. M em bers allocate surpluses for
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any of the following purposes: a) D eveloping their co-operative, possibly by setting 
up reserves, part of which at least would be indivisible, b) Benefiting members in 
proportion to their transactions with the co-operative, c) S upporting  other activities 
approved by the m em bership.

• A utonom y and Independence: Co-operatives are autonom ous, self help 
organizations controlled by their members. If they enter into agreem ents with other 
organizations, including governm ents, or raise capital from external sources, they do 
so on term s that ensure dem ocratic control by their members and  m aintain the co­
operative identity.

• Education, Training and Information: Co-operatives provide education and 
training for their m em bers, elected representatives, m anagers and  employees so that 
they can contribute effectively to the developm ent of their co-operatives. T h ey  inform 
the general public- particularly young people and  opinion leaders- about the nature 
and  benefits of co-operation.

• Co-operation A m ong Co-operatives: Co-operatives serve their members most 
effectively and strengthen the co-operative movement by working together through 
local, national, regional and  international structures.

• Concern for Community: Co-operatives work for the sustainable developm ent of 
their communities through policies approved by their members.

BHUTAN: FIRST CO-OPERATIVE SH O P O PENS IN BHUTAN
The Himalayan kingdom of Bhutan saw agriculture development scale to a new level when the 
Royal government formally created an enabling 
environment in 2 0 0 1 , with the enactment of the 
Cooperatives A ct of Bhutan (C A B ), for farmers’ 
groups and cooperatives. In 2009, following an 
amendment to the C A B , the responsibility to 
implement the A ct was taken up by the newly 
created, Department of Agricultural Marketing 
and Cooperatives under, the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forests (M O A F ). Agriculture 
plays a major role in the Bhutan’s goal of 
achieving self-sufficiency and there is need to 
promote the expansion of farmers groups and 
cooperatives and infusion of technical expertise 
and finance.

DOMAIN

Adding .coop to the 
end of your web or 
email address is the 
most cost effective  
way to let people know  

you're a co-operative. 
The .coop domain is 

an exclusive name 
reserved purely for 
cooperatives, so you'll 
be in good company. 
And because it's  
exclusive to co-ops you 
have a fantastic choice 
of names w ith  far less 
limitation than w ith  
.com or other domains.

Cooperative Shop Bhutan
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B-Coop Shop Bhutan

There are currently 1 70 farmers groups, 34 registered cooperatives and one co-operative federation under the department 
of agriculture marketing and cooperative (D A M C ). The department has linked these groups and cooperatives with 
schools, hydropower projects and other offices to help them market their products. O n May 12, 2014, the first Bhutan 
Cooperative Shop (B -C O O P  Shop), opened in Thimphu, the capital city of Bhutan. The B -C O O P  shop will help the 
farmers groups and cooperatives to display and sell their products directly to the consumer and by pass the middlemen.
USE O F  THE MAROUE A N D  LO CO  IN THE ASIA PACIFIC COUNTRIES

yOa tlREWARDS.CGOp
R E W A R D S  H O TE L  . ( h « f l r , r c o o

T » » C

fum H o f I  ow rw d M d  o p ^ ra fd  b y  O fW  Coop^ nO ^ .

n t» Ih* tnt sudt anMoui «nd bold d»¥»<op>n«nl gp«r«knQ m  •  hoM tor pupotM tn  OFWt m ont of tit
tm n , kKorm bus>ntts*s ter V m n  lo out ol r t  RK R«c« and t »  iMd pro^am of Vw coopwMv* ter OFW
Program to Qtt Pr» ppir>»s ter ils marrftars and Wafcahofclan Tha profaci OFW COOP HOTEL ownad by tia only and cun«M pramwr 
OfW Cooparakva organuaaon nfioM commort bond o( tn o o tto n  n  o c a jfitfk o n U  Ova«^a«s FikpMo Workars ffia |uarA£WAfU>S
UObcHjpos* Cooparaav* (^MC) m pan » tw  m « taai astaia coooara»wa tm  Oaaang AtKnjanca m Raai Estaia Heft.
(CARE MUfepurposa CoocMcalrva a« holat managtf and oparalon

Juan Rewards Co-operative, Multipurpose co-operative, www.juanrewards.coop
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Green Tea

Green Tea
. . NA‘ L PAL

Green Tea -TJvr::z._____

t{a/r
c c o p ,

NATJtlA.
Gresen Tea

Central Tea Cooperation Federation http://www.ctcf.org.np

ABOUT .COOP

.coop is an email and web address top-level domain (TLD), which forms the end of a web 
address just like other TLDs such as .com and .org. Unlike these extensions, which can be used 
by any organization or person, .coop is exclusively available to bona fide cooperatives.

The .coop domain is used by thousands of cooperatives all over the world, making it the global 
identity for the world cooperative movement. It helps co-operative organizations enhance 
and m arket their businesses, better connect w ith  their members and network w ith  other 
cooperatives across the world.

H O W  IT ALL STARTED

The .coop story started on 16th November 2 0 0 0 , when the Internet Corporation for Assigned 
Names and Numbers (ICANN), supported by the International Co-operative Alliance (ICA), 
approved the creation of the .coop TLD.
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Legal

The President o f Sri Lanka with Youth Delegates from various countries

ICA COMMITTEE ON YOUTH CO-OPERATKDN

1. W O RLD C O N FERENCE O N  YO UTH, MAY 2014, SRI LANKA
T he IC A -A P  Committee on \o u th  Co-operation (ICYC) participated in the World Conference on \ou th- 2014 
(W C Y 2014) held in Sri Lanka from 5-10 May 2014. The conference was held at the National Youth Services Council, 
Ministry of Y)uth and Skills Development, Maharagama, Colombo.
More than half the worlds population (3.5 billion people) is under 25 years of age and a large percentage of them are in 
Asia. The W C Y  2014, being held in Asia for the first time, was a recognition of the number and importance of youth 
in Asia.
T he ICYC made space at the conference for its members to highlight the value based alternative model and principles 
that co-operative enterprises run on. The ICYC delegates fi-om China, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka who 
participated in the conference organized events such as ‘the 
Coop Difference — A  Talk on the co-operative business 
model’ and exhibition booth at the Conference Exposition 
center to showcase products of co-operatives from the 
ICYC member countries. The Chairperson of ICYC, Dr.
Sukesh Zamwar, participated at the Roundtable plenary 
pertaining to Full Employment and Entrepreneurship to 
highlight the difference a democratically controlled and 
member owned economic enterprise such as co-operatives 
could make in shaping the world.
In the current Millennium Development Goals frame­
work, young people are seen as beneficiaries rather than 
partners. Y)uth also account for a large percentage of, I I 1 1 rr 1 I • I I  Young Cooperators With Mr. Purvsottam Poudel, Minister o f Youth,the most vulnerable and atiected population around the Nepal at the Coop Booth
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world. There is no international convention on the Rights of \b u th  or any other high-level body dealing specifically 
on youth issues. To address these concerns and to mark a change in the way youth related issues are dealt with, the 
conference adopted the Colombo Declaration to involve young people in the policy making framework. T he Declaration 
also recognized the role and importance of co-operatives and called upon governments to create an enabling environment 
to foster such models of business. T he excerpt mentioning co-operatives in the declaration is placed below and the full 
text can be accessed by clicking on the official logo of the W C Y  2014.

COLOMBO DECLARATION RECOGNIZES CO-OPERATIVES FOR YOUTH 
DEVELOPMENT

FULL EM PLOYM ENT A N D  ENTREPRENEURSHIP

27 . Create an enabling business environment and multi-stakeholder partnerships, 
including between developing and developed countries, that are environmentally 
sustainable to boost entrepreneurship, including startups and apprenticeship for youth 
and alternative models of enterprise such as co-operatives and intra-regional business 
incubators with focus on young women and young persons living with disabilities.
2. NATIONAL CO NFERENCE: B U ILD IN G  UP THE CO-OPERATIVE  

SYSTEM IN LAOS
World Conference on Youth

T he National Conference on “Building up the Co-operative System in Laos” was held from I 1 th to 13th November 
2014 in Vientiane in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (M A F). The Chief Guest, Mr. 
Phoumy Phoumanivong, Director General of Department of Agriculture Extension and Co-operative (D A E C ), in his 
opening address appreciated the efforts of IC A -A P  to help Laos build its co-operative system. Dr. Somnuck Thirasack, 
D D G  of D A E C , M AF, Lao and Mr. Balu Iyer, Regional Director, IC A -A P  welcomed the participants on behalf of 
their respective organisations.

Participants with Mr. Phoumy Phoumanivong, Director General o f D A E C
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Over 50 national and international participants 
attended the conference. There were representatives 
from all stake holders in the country, including officials 
from Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Home Affairs, 
National Parliament, Prime Ministers’ Office and 
Ministry of Industry. Farmers and co-operative members 
from various provinces ŵ ere also present. The invited 
speakers were from Co-operative League of Thailand 
(CLT), International Labour Organisation (ILO ), 
Deutscher Genossenschafts and Raiffeisenverband 
(D G R V ) Laos, Institute for Development of Agricul­
tural Co-operation in Asia (ID A CA ) Japan and Co­
operative Academic Institute (CA I), Kasetsart Univer­
sity Thailand.
THE OBJECTIVE O F  THE C O N FERENCE WERE:

Mrs. Savilri Singh giving a technical presentation

• To contribute in the progress of establishing co-operative system through enabling law and  policy frame work 
in Laos.

• To provide technical input for fram ing of Co-operative L aw  and  Policy
Over two days, there were mtensive presentation and discussions on the conference issues. Mr. Kham Ouane 
Khamphoukeo, H ead of Production Group Promotion, Co-operative and Agribusiness Division, M A F  presented the 
status paper on the Co-operative Degree and gave an insight into the progress and gaps thereof. Mr. Holger Grages 
shared D G R V ’s experience on its contribution to the development of a legal framework for cooperatives in Laos; support 
to set up farmers’ cooperatives; and strengthen member based organisations such as village banks and savings and credit 
unions. Mr. Vitoon Naewpanit, President of CLT 
and IC A -A P Board Member offered to support 
M A F  in developing co-operative legal framework 
as well their business. Mrs. Savitri Singh,
Adviser-Gender Program and Communication,
IC A -A P  shared information on inclusive law 
and policy enabling participation of women in 
co-operatives. She suggested that woman of the 
household/member’s spouse and farm labourers 
should be inducted as members/associate 
members to derive benefit from the services of co­
operatives. Mr. Maurizio Bussi, Director from the 
IL O  Regional Office of Asia-Pacific talked about 
gender equality in co-operatives and IL O ’s 95 Mr. Maurizio Bussi speaking at the Conference
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The conference participants with a Farmer’s Group in Poralfpn region Visit to an organic fertilizer plant

years of collaboration with IC A  and the co-operative movement. ID A C A  has w^orked closely ŵ ith M A F  and the farming 
community in Laos to enhance farmers’ income through the co-operative model of business. Mr. Terunuma Hiroshi
from ID A C A  presented the rich experience from Japan. The conference adopted a comprehensive approach to look
beyond structure and towards the next steps in the development of co-operative business. Prof. Juthatip Patrawart from 
CA I, Kasetsart University presented the Farmer Shop model to show the direct link that could be developed between 
producers and consumers.
Dr. Thirasack, presented the following observations based on the discussions and papers presented:

• L ao  P D R  is A S E A N  member, bu t is not IC A -A P  m em ber
• L ao  P D R  doesn’t have cooperative law
• To be a cooperative member, one m ust abide by the seven fundam ental principles. However, in many

instances farm ers join because of the incentives offered; this needs to be changed
• W h en  a  paren t becomes a co-operative member, autom atically the others in the family considered to be 

associate m em ber
• G en d er balance in co-operative m ust be considered
• Integrate co-operative in school curriculum  (as is the case in some coutries)
• Objectives should focus not only on economic, bu t also on social and environm ent issues
• S trong support from policy m aker facilitates smooth co-operative movement.
THE NEXT STEPS SUGGESTED WERE;

• A p p ly  to be m em ber or associate m em ber of IC A  in the near future
• IC A -A R  IL O , C L T , C P D , C A D , ID A C A , K U , D G R V  are willing to help the cooperative movement 

m the L ao  P D R . L ao  P D R  G overnm ent should collaborate more with these agencies
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• D issem ination of the decree 13 6 / P M  and the two M A F  decisions is a top priority in 51 D istricts, 109 
villages and step by step in other rem aining Provinces and Districts;

• Priortize drafting of coperative law roadm ap with N P A s, N G O s  and  donors
• Insist high authority to organize co-operative board committee as quickly as possible
• IL O  is willing to provide necessary instrum ents for L ao  partners to develop cooperatives

EXPERIENCE SHARING
Mr. Hiroshi Terunuma, consultant, ID A C A  sharing his experience from the ICA-AP-M AFF. “National Conference: 
Building up the Co-operative System in Laos.” A t the conference that was held for two days in a panel discussion 
format, introduction to the background of and experiences in the development of agricultural cooperatives in Japan, and 
presented some proposals on what kind of activities would be required in the future based on the current situation in Laos. 
The main speakers were Regional Director Balu Iyer and Ms. Savitri Singh from ICA -A P; Mr. Vitoon Naewpanit, 
Chairman of the Co-operative League of Thailand, Mr. Holger Grages, Country Director of the German Co-operative 
and Raiffeisen Confederation; IL O  representative from Thailand and Ms. Juthatip Patrawart, Director of Co-operative 
Academic Institute, Kasetsart University of Thailand. About 50 people from Laos participated in the conference, 
including government officials of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Ministry of Industry and Commerce, and the 
Ministry of the Interior, as well as representatives of agricultural cooperatives and producers’ groups.
Currently in Laos, there are about 2,400 unregistered producers’ groups, and if the arrangements by the Minister of 
Agriculture and Forestry are implemented, they are to be registered on a timely basis. There are currently no agricultural 
co-operative laws in Laos, but the Prime Minister’s Decree concerning the establishment of cooperatives was promulgated 
in February 2012. This Decree stipulates the framework of various cooperatives, but because there are no detailed 
provisions covering the details of the nature of the agricultural cooperatives, such as the qualifications of the members, 
the business activities to be handled, and investment conditions as agricultural cooperatives, the enforcement of the 
Agriculture and Forestry Minister’s Arrangem ents 
for the Establishment of Agricultural Cooperatives 
and Producer Groups” is being awaited, and it can be 
said that the establishment of full-fledged agricultural 
cooperatives has yet to start.
It was good to see that several former participants 
of IC A / ID A C A  Training Courses were involved in 
this conference, including speakers and conference 
management staff from Thailand, and government 
administrators from the Department of Agricultural 
Extension and Cooperatives, as well as the Planning
and International Affairs Departments, under the ^  ^  ^  ^. . . .  r A  i i r '  r i  Mr. Terunuma (left) at the Conference along with Mr. Vitoon Naewpanit,Ministry of Agnculture and Forestry of Laos. Chairman o f the Cooperative League o f Thailand (center)
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In Laos in the future, it will be necessary to formulate a medium - and long-term plan 
(roadmap) for fostering agricultural cooperatives. To that end, coordination among government 
ministries and agencies, as well as effective utilization of and coordination with aid agencies and 
opportunities are required. Therefore, efficient fostering of agricultural cooperatives is necessary 
through cooperation with ICA-AFJ the A SEIA N  Secretariat, aid agencies, and so forth, as 
well as cooperation v\ith the Cooperative League of Thailand (CLT) and the Cooperative 
Promotion Department (C P D ). Amid this process, the former participants of IC A /ID A C A  
training programs are playing a central role. O ne of good examples of cooperation between Lao 
F D R  and Thailand cooperative movement is ICA-Japan Training course for fostering of core 
leaders of agricultural cooperative which were conducted over 2 times in the last fiscal year. 
The course provide opportunity for Lao F D R , Vietnam, Cambodia, Myanmar, Nepal and 
Bhutan to study development process of agricultural cooperatives and technical matters such as 
accounting and business planning in Thailand for 3 weeks and 3 weeks in Japan. This course 
was extremely relevant and useful for Lao F R D  to study about cooperative development as their 
languages are similar and it makes easy to understand each other.
M EM O R A N D U M  O F  UNDERSTANDING  BETWEEN IC A A N D  AARDO
Mr. Balu Iyer, Regional Director of IC A -A F and Eng. Wassfi Hassan El-Sreihin, Secretary 
General of Afro Asian Rural Development Organisation (A A R D O ) signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (M O U ) on 2 July, 2014. The objectives of M O U  are to:

a) Ensure that there is continuous 
and sustainable process of sharing 
of lessons and experiences, articul- 
arly in establishing, strengthening, 
harmonising and articulating the 
role of the respective institutions 
for promotion of technical coop­
eration in all the fields of economic 
activity based on the priority areas 
as mutually defined

b) Facilitate collaboration in capacity 
building, training and skills deve­
lopment and building economic 
linkage in the areas of sustainable 
economic development, promoti­
on of agriculture and rural deve­
lopment and allied activities.

Balu Iyer and Eng. Wassfi Hassan El-Sreihin, 
Secretary General o f A A R D O

The salient features of
the MOU are;

i. Maintenance of close 
contact w ith  each 
other and periodically 
exchange information 
on the co-operative 
sector

ii. Recommendation 
and introduction 
of co operation 
opportunities and 
partners in concerned 
areas

iii. Establishment of 
linkages between  
AARDO member 
states and the offices 
affiliated w ith  ICA- 
AP

iv. Collaboration in 
the organisation 
of AARDO member 
states agricultural 
missions for carrying 
out studies on co­
operatives in AARDO  
member states  
including India

V. Consultations 
and exchange of 
information and 
expertise.
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Capital
TRAINING ON FINANCIAL M ANAG EM ENT OF COOPERATIVES FOR WOMEN COOPERATORS
Women empowerment and gender mainst­
reaming in cooperatives are priority areas 
of IC A  given the low to negligible levels 
of participation of women at all levels of 
cooperatives; especially at the leadership 
level. To address this, IC A -A P  implements 
a number of capacity building programmes 
for member co-operatives to promote gender 
mainstreaming, enhance the number and 
quality of women participation. Each year,
IC A -A P  conducts a skill development 
programme, ‘Building Management Capacity 
of Women for Co-operative Development’ in 
one of the member countries. This program 
is designed to address the need for economic 
empowerment of women and start a process 
of empowerment through entrepreneurship 
and management capacity building.

Chief Caest, Mr. Mohammad Mashiur Rahman Ranga, Honorable State Minister, 
Ministry o f Local Government Rural Development & Co-operatives, Bangladesh 

delivering opening speech

20 women co-operators from various co-operatives across Bangladesh attended a five days residential training in Dhaka. 
T he training was organized by IC A -A P  in collaboration with the Department of Co-operatives (D O C ), Bangladesh 
from on 07 to I 1 July 2014 at the Bangladesh Institute for Administrative Management (BIA M ) Dhaka. Mr. Mofizul 
Islam, Registrar of D O C  delivered the welcome address and Mr. Balu Iyer, Regional Director, IC A -A P  and, Mr. 
M .A . Qudersarker, Secretary, Rural Development and Co-operative Division the inaugural speech. The Chief Guest
----------------- -----------------  ----------------------  for the event were, Mr. Mohammad Mashiur

Rahman Ranga, Honorable State Minister, 
Ministry of Local Government Rural 
Development & Co-operatives, Bangladesh.
This training devoted a substantial time 
on capacity building of the participants in 
financial management besides focusing on 
technical skills such as entrepreneurship and 
leadership. The discussion on various aspects 
of co-operative enterprise management and 
financial management was facilitated by 
resource persons from IC A -A P  and the 
Confederation of Credit Union of League of

Participant giving speech
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Bangladesh. T he discussions were followed by education and training on various skills crucial for quality participation 
of women and men in co-operative business and management. Besides, social and developmental issues like awareness 
on climate change and economic recession impacting co-operatives and members were also addressed during the course.

Chairpersons arxd CEOs o f Savings and Credits Cooperative in Pokhra, Nepal at the workshop

YOUTH FINANCIAL LITERACY
The IC A -A P  Committee on \b u th  Co-operation (ICYC) initiated pilot activities in line with its theme for the year, 
Financial Literacy for \o u th  Co-operation. The first pilot to establish youth and youth-led co-operatives was held 
in Nepal in December and others are planned in Bhutan and India in 2015. Over 300 persons including school 
and university students, parents and teachers attended the three one-day seminars in Nepal. The initiative was led 
by Ms. Indira Panta, member-ICYC along with 
V Y C C U , Nepal; the Royal Pokhra Credit 
Co-operative Society; and Videsh Sanchar Media 
Cooperative. The workshop in Kathmandu was 
attended, among others, by the Dr. Ram Sharan,
Mahat, Minister of Finance, Mr. Purvsottam 
Poudel, Minister of \b u th  Affairs, Dr. Yuvraj 
Khatiwada, Governor of Nepal Rastra Bank, Dr.
Keshav Prasad Badal, Chairperson of the National 
Co-operative Federation of Nepal, Secretaries and 
Registrar of Co-operatives. IC A w as represented by 
Regional Board member and Chairperson of ICYC,
Dr. Sukesh Zamwar. Creation of employment is a 
prime focus of the Nepalese Government and within 
this youth have a central part to play. Improving

Students and members o f National Cooperative Federation 
o f Nepal at the Workshop
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their knowledge on management of personal finance is important for youth in Nepal. However, for this to happen, the 
law governing savings among youth needs amendment in lines with Singapore and Philippines law. National co-operative 
Federations, especially the credit and banking federation and banks must partner to support the financial institutions 
created by youth by providing banking services. T he ICYC will help create appropriate project tools and logo, facilitate 
partnership with government, national federations and co-operatives in specific areas and seek sources of funding for 
training and training of trainers.

Mrs. Indira Panlra member- IC A -A P  (ICYC) giving speech at the workshop

EXPERIENCE SHARING
Ms. Indra Panta, Member ICYC, Nepal. It is an 
honor to share my experience with the IC A  Asia 
and Pacific during 2014 with fellow cooperators 
fi'om various countries across the region and 
beyond. My direct association with IC A -A P began 
in 2013 when I was nominated to the IC A -A P 
Committee on \b u th  Cooperation or ICYC by the 
Nepal Agriculture Co-operative Central Federation 
Ltd. Since late 2014, I have been the point person 
for the proposed project of the ICYC on Financial 
Literacy for Youth Cooperation that aims to create 
a larger awareness of the cooperative model among 
youth in Nepal along with India and Bhutan. The 

project aims to engage more youth in co-operatives, primarily through formation of multipurpose co-operatives that include 
financial services. T he committee under the guidance of its chairperson, Dr. Sukesh Zam war and the Regional Director 
of ICA-AP, Shri Balu Iyer, organized the first series of pilot workshops in Nepal. These workshops received resounding 
success with overwhelming participation from students, parents, the teaching committee and the representatives of the 
Nepalese Government.
O ne of the key areas targeted is the legislative 
gap that exists in Nepal where youth under the 
age of 18 years are not allowed to engage in 
financial transactions, either directly or otherwise.
This gap was filled in the Philippines by way 
of Laboratory co-operatives and in Singapore 
through campus co-operatives. T he hope is that 
the project envisioned by the members of the 
ICYC while keeping the Colombo Declaration 
on Youth 2014 in mind, makes breakthroughs in 
the lives of Nepalese youth, with the help of the 
co-operative model. Students reacting to the workshop in Kathmandu,Nepal.
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Half the total population in Nepal and most of her youth still don’t have access to financial 
Institutions and depend on money lenders to fulfill their short term and long-term financial 
requirement for which pay heavy interest rates. Even if they save some money, there is no 
institution to keep it safe.
There are about 40 ,000 primary schools and high schools in Nepal, about I 1,000 universities 
and 12 State run & planned universities. About 93 lakhs youth attend these educational 
institutions. It is indeed a loss that these groups of individuals have yet not come under the 
umbrella of co-operatives. As per the government data every year around 4 to 5 lakhs youth enter 
labor market and a sizeable portion of them leave the country on a daily basis in search of work. 
In my opinion and through the experience gained by the ICYC workshops, this challenge can 
certainly be addressed with the alternative that co-operatives and co-operative entrepreneurship 
provide. The nation’s financial development can be made productive and ethical by the citizens 
of tomorrow in their schools. Educational institutions are envisaged to be developed as resource 
centers for co-operative skills’ development, training and awareness.
AS A P U N  FOR THE FUTURE O F  THE PROJECT, WE HO PE TO  D O  
THE FO LLOW ING :

1. Establish co-operatives thro­
ugh membership of students, 
staff, teachers and parents 
associated with formal educa­
tional institutions.

2. Facilitate the association of such 
co-operatives with reliable credit 
co-operatives.

3. Contribution to national 
output through use of local 
labor, capital and skills 
and Train youth for regular 
savings and loans utilization 
among members.

4. Facilitate the operation of
education related activities/businesses (stationary, books, cafeteria etc.) and make these 
centers for public awareness on co-operatives.

Pilot activities were held in Kathmandu, Nawal Parasi and Pokhra and caught the stakeholders’ 
attention and interest. I believe that through proper planning, resources and concerted efforts 
among the partners in India and Bhutan, the proposed project can create a lasting impact.
I thank the Nepalese Co-operative movement and our fiiends at the IC A  for giving me the 
opportunity to share my experience and feelings towards this new step to engage youth who are 
the citizens of tomorrow and the future of the global co-operative movement.

Chairperson, Member and Secretary o f IC YC  along with Minister 
o f Finance, Governor o f Nepal Rastra Bank, Chairperson N C F  and 
Chairperson o f Nepal Centre Health Cooperative among others at the 

workshop in Kathmandu.

Activities specifically 
engaging youth, co­
operatives and personal 
finance had never been 
organized before in 
Nepal. I found everyone 
participating, find a 
direct connect w ith  
our ideas and the co­
operative philosophy 
in general. Members 
of the co-operative 
movement present 
during the workshops 
also were overwhelmed 
w ith  the response they 
received from various 
quarters of the society. 
All major stakeholders 
in this vision, including 
Ministers of Youth, 
Finance and the 
Governor of the 
Nepal Rastra Bank 
were happy to join 
the workshop as this 
project gave them  
an idea to undertake 
the concepts of 
financial inclusion and 
entrepreneurship for 
youth.
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Malaysia Business Office
2014 was the first full year the Malaysia 
Business Office (M B O ) has been operatio­
nal. The M B O  was registered as a society 
and four seconded staff from All China 
Federation of Supply and Marketing Coop­
eratives (A C FSM C ); Malaysian National 
Cooperative Movement (A N G K A S A ); 
Japanese Consumers Cooperative Union 
O C CU ); and National Agricultural Coop­
erative Federation of Korea (N A C F) were 
in place. The M B O  has been set up to 
increase business interaction between co­
operatives in the region through workshops, 
promotion of trade, technical exchanges, 
and transfer of technical and managerial 
know-how.

Dato Fatah Abdullah presenting a plaque to Dato Seri Ahmad Bashah Md. Hanipah, Deputy 
Minister o f Domestic Trade, Cooperative and Consumerism with Balu Iyer looking on.

A  regional workshop on Cooperative-to-
Co-operative Trade (C2C) Opportunities, Challenges and the Way A head was organized in Kuala Lumpur from 
19-22 August with the support of A C F S M C  and A N G K A S A . The Malaysian Minister of Domestic Trade, 
Co-operatives and Consumerism, Dato Sri Hasan Bin Malek spoke of the importance of trade in Malaysia’s context 
and the role cooperatives could play as the third pillar of development. Over 40 cooperators from the Asia Pacific region 
representing 13 countries made presentations and discussed the opportunities and challenges to C 2C  trade. Some of the 
challenges mentioned were limited access to trade information of potential partners; inadequate business resources such as 
managers with expertise, efficient teams and finances; and the small scale and scope of cooperative business. Mr. Vitoom 
Naewpanit, Chairman of Cooperative League of Thailand said the cooperative movement needed to play a more active 
role in the A S E A N  community and take advantage of the regional integration. Following the workshop, there were two 
Trade Missions to China organized by A C F S M C  in October and December. These missions offered participants from 
China, India, Iran, Malaysia, Nepal, Philippines, Thailand, Turkey, Philippines, and Sri Lanka the opportunity to have 
face-to-face interaction with business managers and decision-makers of cooperatives. Expos were organized in Malaysia 
by A N G K A S A  and to show case co-operative products from Malaysia and countries in the Asia Pacific region.
The 1st Asia-Pacific Conference of Credit and Banking Cooperatives was held in Selangor, Malaysia, from 2-4 
December with the support of N A C F  and A N G K A S A . 76 participants (26 foreign and 50 Malaysians) from seven 
countries attended the Conference and deliberated on the theme, “Opportunities through Islamic Finance”. Inaugurating 
the event, Mr. Seri Ahm ad Bashah Md. Hanipah, Deputy Minister of Domestic Trade, Cooperative and Consumerism, 
spoke of Malaysia’s central role in Islamic finance and the knowledge and know-how it could offer to countries in the 
region. H e spoke of the close association of the underlying values of Islamic finance and cooperative principles. The 
presentations at the conference were in the areas of Islamic Economics and Promotion of Business, Business Contract in 
Islamic Finance, Investment and Cooperative Banking and Malaysian Cooperative Islamic Banking. T he visit to Bank 
Rakyat, the number one ranked cooperative bank in Malaysia, gave the participants the opportunity to see first hand the 
banks operations.
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ICA-AP Income and Expenditure for 2014

The income for the 

Asia Pacific region 

comes from three 

sources -  subscription 

redistribution, 

administrative 

contribution for projects 

and meeting registration 

income. In 20 14 , the 

to tal income for the 

region was $ 4 5 8 ,5 3 8  

of which $ 3 4 1 ,5 2 9  was  

subscription, $ 5 5 ,0 9 7  

was administrative 

and $61 ,912  meeting 

registration income.

E x p en d itu re
P ro ject

3 % _ , M B O ; 5 %
M eeting

10%

E xterna l
7% Personnel

4 5 %

tiel H  Travel I  G e n era l B  IT  H  E x te rn a l B  M eetin g  P ro jec t M B O
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Staff at the ICA Asia and Pacific (2014)

Name of the S ta ff Designation Email Address

Mr. Balasubramanian Iyer (Balu) Regional Director B alu .iyeriicaroap.coop

Mr. K. Sethumadhavan
Manager - Planning - Assistant to Regional 
Director

sethu@icaroap.coop

Mr. Kulbhushan Kukreja M anager - Finance kukreja@icaroap.coop

Mr. Ashok Kumar Taneja M anager - Administration taneja@icaroap.coop

Mrs. Savitri Singh
Advisor - Gender Programmes and 
Communication

Savitrisingh@icaroap.coop

Mr. R Santosh Kumar Programme Officer Santosh@icaroap.coop

Mrs. Neela Sharma Receptionist neelasharma@icaroap.coop

Mr. Sanjay Gupta Accountant ■ ICA Domus Trust sgupta@icaroap.coop

Mrs. Sabitha Venkatesan Librarian and Documentation Officer Sabitha@icaroap.coop

Mr. Mukesh Kumar Office support info@icaroap.coop

Mr. Sukhdev Singh Rana Office support info@icaroap.coop

Mr. Raju J. Office support info@icaroap.coop
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ICA-AP Representative Office [Malaysia Business 
Office {MBO}]

Name of the sta ff Seconding Organisation Email Address

Ms. Yuki Nishimoto Japanese Consumer Cooperatives Union yuki@icaroap.coop

Ms. Noor Aziinn Zahariman ANGKASA, Malaysia Azlinn@icaroap.coop

Ms. Hellen Zhang
All China Federation of Supply and Marketing  
Cooperatives

hellen@icaroap.coop

Mr. Seungmin Lee
National Agricultural Cooperatives Federation, 
Republic of Korea

lee@icaroap.coop
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Calendar of Events
ACTIVITY PLAN-2014

S J Title
Sponsoring
Organization

Date Venue S ta ff Assigned

01
ICA-AP Regional Board Meeting 

ICA Global Board Meeting
ACFSMC-China 16 -17  February Beijing, China

Mr. Sethu 

Mr. Kukreja

0 2
Office- Bearers Meeting of ICA-AP 
Committee for Women.

JCCU-Japan 20-21 March Manila, Philippines Mrs. Savitri Singh

03
ICA-Japan Training Courses on "Fostering 
Core Leaders in Agricultural Cooperatives" 
(2 times)

MAFF-Japan
1 M arch-4 April 

3 Sep t-11 October
Thailand and Japan Mr. Taneja

0 4
Workshop on Enhancing the Role of Women 
in Cooperative Business

JCCU-Japan May Tajikistan Mrs. Savitri Singh

05
14th ICA-AP Regional Workshop For 
Managers on Managem ent of Consumer 
Cooperatives

JCCU-Japan 2 3 -2 6  June Singapore
Ms. Yuki

06
ICA-ACFSMC Training Course on Agricultural 
Product Marketing and Logistics for Coops.

ACFSMC-China 2 3 -2 8  June
Harbin,

China M r.G e

07
Management Capacity Building of Women 
for Gender Integration and Co operative 
Development

JCCU-Japan 7-11 July Dhaka, Bangladesh
Mrs. Savitri Singh

0 8
ICA-Japan Training Course on Fostering 
Leaders to Reinforce Business Development 
of Agricultural Cooperatives.

MAFF-Japan 23  Ju ly-16 August Tokyo, Japan
Mrs. Savitri Singh

0 9
Cooperative Banking Conference in Asia- 
Pacific (The 3rd MBO Council Meeting)

COOPBANK &
ANGKASA-
Malaysia

August
Kala Lumpur
Malaysia
(MBO) Mr. Lee

10
ICA-JCCU Training Programs for Managers 
of Consumer Cooperatives

JCCU-Japan August Miyagi, Japan
Ms. Yuki

11

The 11th ICA-AP Regional Assembly 

ICA-AP Regional Board Meeting 

The 8th  Co-operative Forum 

ICA-AP Comm ittees' Meetings

DEKOPIN-
Indonesia

1 5 -20  September
Bali,

Indonesia

12
ICA-AP-ILO joint Seminar on Middle-East 
Cooperatives

ICC- Iran October Tehran, Iran Mrs. Savitri Singh

13
ICA-Japan Training Course on Improving 
Capacity of Rural Women.

MAFF-Japan 12 Nov-10 Dec Tokyo, Japan Mr. Sethu
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S.# Title
Sponsoring
Organization

Date Venue S ta ff  Assigned

14
ICA-AP/ NACF Joint Workshop on the 
Agricultural Coop System iri Korea.

NACF-Korea 2 4 -2 9  November Seoul, Korea
Mr. Kukreja

15
Sub- Regional Workshop on Development of 
Consumer Cooperatives

JCCU- Japan 3 -4  December Colombo, Sri Lanka
Ms. Yuki

16

1st Asia-Pacific Conference of Credit and 
Banking Cooperatives ANGKASA 2-4  December Selangor, Malaysia

17
Workshop on Enhancing the Role of Women 
in Cooperative Business.

JCCU-Japan 2-4  December Hanoi, Vietnam
Mrs. Savitri Singh

18
Workshop on Development of Consumer Co­
operatives

JCCU-Japan 3 -4  December
Colombo, 

Sri Lanka
Ms. Yuki

19
Pilot Workshop on Financial Literacy for 
Youth Cooperation

ICA-AP 7 December Kathmandu, Nepal Mr. Santosh

20

Building up the ICA-AP Internet Portal at 
the Malaysian Business Office (MBO) - 
Cataloguing of Commodities Produced by 
ICA-AP Member Cooperatives.

ACFSMC-China Jan-Dee.
ICA-AP

IMBO)

21
Improvement of the ICA-AP Website -  Coop 
Laws, Members' D ata, ICA Blueprint for a 
Cooperative Decade, Internet Library.

ICA-AP Jan-Dee.
ICA-AP 

N ew  Delhi

22
Publication of ICA-AP N ew sletter and 20 13  
Annual Report.

ICA-AP Jan.- Dec.
ICA-AP 

N ew  Delhi

A C F S M C
A N G A K A S A
C O O P F E D
D E C O P IN
IC A O
IC FO
ICC
JC C U
N A C F
N C F
M A F F

All China Federation of Supply & Marketing Co-operatives
Malaysian National Cooperative Movement
Sri Lanka Consumer Co-operative Societies Ltd.
Indonesian Cooperative Council
International Co-operative Agricultural Organization
International Co-operative Fisheries Organization
Iran Central Chamber of Cooperatives
Japanese Consumers’ Cooperative Union
National Agricultural Co-operative Federation (Korea)
National Cooperative Federation (Nepal)
Ministry of Agriculture, Fishery and Forestry, Japan
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Board Members

01 Mr. Li Chunsheng  
Chairperson
V ice President
A ll C h ina  Federation of S upply
&  M arketing C oops
4 5  Fu X in g  M en  N ei S treet B eijing-100 8 0 1 , 
C hina.
E-m ail : chinacoop@ acfsm c.coop
cc : M r. Z h a n g  W angshu - coopchina@ qq.com

02 Dr. Chandra Pal Singh Yadav 
V ice Chairperson
President
N ational C ooperative U n io n  of India,
3 , Siri Institutional A rea  N ew  D elh i-1 10016, 
India.
E-m ail : ncuipresident@ gm ail.com

03 Mr. H .A .M . Nurudin Halid  
Vice Chairperson
President
D E K O P I N  (T h e  Indonesian C oop Council) Jl.
R ay a  P asar M inggu N o .97 -B
Jakarta  S e la tan -12520 , Indonesia
E-m ail : ratihdekopin@ yahoo.com
cc : M r. Ilham  N asai - ilham nasai@ gm ail.com

04 Mr. Akira Banzai
President
C entral U n io n  of A gricultural C oops
O A  Z E N C H U )
1 -3-1, O tem achi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100 
6 8 3 7 , Japan .
E-m ail: kokusai.s@ zenchu-ja.or.jp

05 Mr. W on-Byung Choi
C hairm an
N ational A gricultural Cooperative Federation 
75 , Chungjeong-ro, 1-G a, Jung-ku, Seoul C ity 
100707 , R ep . of K orea.
E-m ail: nacfico@ nonghyup.com

06 Dato Hj. Abdul Fattah Hj. Abdullah
President
M alaysian N ational Cooperative M ovem ent
( A N G K A S A )
W ism a U ngku A . A ziz , Ja lan  S S  S /3 ,
K elana Jaya
4 6 7 9 8  Petaling Jaya, Selangor, M alaysia. 
E-m ail: dato .fatah@ angkasa.coop 
cc: in ternational@ angkasa.coop
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07 Mr. Jose R om eo B. Ebron
C hairperson
N ational C onfederation of C oops (N A T C C O )  
2 2 7 , J .P  R izal S treet, Project-4 
Q uezon  City-1 109, Philippines.
E-m ail: jrebron75@ yahoo.com .ph 
C c : ceo@ natcco.coop

08  Mr. Chan Tee Seng
C hairm an
Singapore N ational C ooperative Federation 
5 1 0  T hom son R o ad , # 1 2 - 0 2 , S L F  
Building, S in gapore-298135 .
E-m ail: chants@ ntucfirstcam pus.com  
cc : M s. Dolly G o h  - dollygoh@ sncf.org.sg

09 Mr. W. Lalith A . Peiris
President
N ational C ooperative Council of S ri L anka 
4 5 5  G alle R o ad  C olom bo-3, S ri L anka. 
E-m ail: chairm an@ coopinsu.com  
cc : D r. Sunil Silva -  accdc@ sltnet.lk

10 Mr. V itoon Naewpanit
C hairm an
C ooperative L eague of T h a ilan d  
13, P ichai R o ad , D usit 
B angkok-10300, T ha iland .
E-m ail: green.clt@ gm ail.com

11 Mr. Dao Xuan Can
President
V ietnam  C ooperative A lliance 
D uong D inh N ghe S treet 
\ e n  H o a  W ard, C au  G iay  D istrict 
H an o i, V ietnam .
E-m ail: thuhangvca@ yahoo.com

12 Dr. Sukesh Zamwar
Youth Representative
C h ief M anaging  D irector
B uldana U rb an  C ooperative C redit 
S o c ie ty (B U C C S )
S ahak ar Setu , H u ta tm a  G ore  Path , K ara ja  
Chovv^k, B uldana-443001 
M aharash tra , India.
E-m ail: kanishkasukesh@ yahoo.co.in
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ICA-AP Sectoral and Thematic Committees

S.
No.

Name of the 
Committee

Name Designation Organisation/country

Ms. Mashako Shimbo Chairperson
Japanese Consumer Co-operative Union 
(JCCU), Japan

1.
ICA-AP Committee on 
Women

Ms. M aria Elena Canda Limocon Vice Chair
Women's representative to NATCCG board 
AWCF

Ms. Savitri Singh Secretary
International Co-operative Alliance Asia and 
Pacific

Dr. Sukesh Zam war Chairperson
Association Of Asian Confederation of credit 
unionslACCU)

2.
ICA-AP Committee on

Mr. Ahsan Ali Thakur Vice Chairperson
Karachi Cooperative housing Societies Union 
Ltd IKCHSU)

Youth Mr. U kw aththa Liyanage Udaya 
Prabath

Vice Chairperson
Consumers Co-operatives Societies federation 
of Sri lanka Ltd. (CDGPFED)

R Santosh Kumar Secretary
International Cooperative Alliance Asia and 
Pacific

Mr. AMANG Haruyoshi Chair person
Japanese Consumer Co-operative Union 
(JCCU), Japan

ICA-AP Committee on 
Consumer

Mr. Poh Leong Sim Vice Chairperson NTUC FairPrice, Singapore
3.

Mr. D.S.K. Pathirana Vice Chairperson
Consumer Cooperative Societies Federation of 
Sri Lanka Ltd

Ms. Nishimoto Yuki Secretary
International Co-operative Alliance Asia and 
pacific (M 6G )

ICA-AP Committee 
on Human Resource 
Development (HRD)

Dr. Dinesh Chairperson National Cooperative Union of India(NCUI)

4.
Mr. Jose Romeo B. Ebron Vice Chairperson National Confederation of Cooperatives

Mr. Sethu Madhavan Secretary
International Cooperative Alliance Asia and 
Pacific

Mr. K.Srinivasa Gowda Chairperson,
Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Ltd 
IFFCG Sadan

5.
ICA-AP Committee on 
Agriculture

Mr. Hajme Haguchi
Vice chairperson. 
Executive Director

Central Union of Agriculture Coops (JA-Zenchu)

Mr. A.K. Taneja Secretary
International Co-operatives Alliance Asia and 
pacific
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No.
Name of the 
Committee

Name Designation Organisation/country

Prof. Furuta MOTOO Chairperson
National Federation of University Co-operative 
Association, Japan

Prof. Park Chang Hun Vice Chairperson Korea University Cooperative federation(KUCF)

ICA-AP Committee on 
University/Campus

Dr. Mohd. Azian Yahya Vice Chairperson ANGKASA Malaysia
6.

R Santosh Kumar Secretary
International Co-operative Alliance Asia and 
Pacific

Prof. Zenaida S. Diola Co-Secretary
M etro manlia Federation of Consumers Co­
operatives, Philippines

Prof. Yashwantha Dongre Co-Secretary University of Mysore, India

Dr. G.N. Saxena Chairperson IFFCO, India

7.
ICA-AP Committee on Mr. Akira Kurimoto Vice Chairperson Consumer Co-operative Institute of Japan
Research 1

IMr. A.K.Taneja Secretary
International Co-operative Alliance Asia and 
pacific.

Mr. Shigeyoshi Satoh Chairman, President
National Federation of forest owners' Co­
operative Associations

8.
ICA-AP Committee on n 
Forestry

Mr. K.G. Wankhede Vice Chairman
Indian farm  Forestry Development Co­
operatives Ltd(IFFDC)

Mr. A.K. Taneja Secretary
International Co-operative Alliance Asia and 
Pacific.

ICA-AP Committee on 
Banking

Mr. Shivadasan Nair Chairperson
National Cooperative Agriculture and 
Rural Development Banks' Federation Ltd. 
(NACARDBF)

9. Ms. Divina C. Quemi Vice Chairperson
National Confederation of Co-operatives 
(NATCCO), Philippines

Mr. K. Kukreja Secretary
International Co-operative Alliance Asia and 
Pacific
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Regional Member Organisations-2014

AUSTRALIA
01 Mr. Greg Wall

Chief Executive Officer 
Capricorn Society Ltd.
28, Troode Street West Perth, W A-6005, 
Australia.
Email : sarah.chamberlain@capricorn.coop

02 Mr. Terry Cunningham
Company Secretarial Services Manager 
Cooperative Bulk Handling Ltd. (C B H  
Group)
Gayfer House, 30, Delhi Street, West Perth 
6005-Western Australia.
Email : info@cbh.com.au

BANGLADESH
03 Mr. Rafiqul Islam 

Director (International)
Bangladesh Jatiya Samabaya Union 
Samabaya Bank Sadan
9/D , Motijheel Commercial Area, 7th Floor 
Dhaka -1000, Bangladesh.
Email : itslbd@gmail.com

BHUTAN
04 Mr. Doni Dhradhul 

Director
Department of Agricultural Marketing & 
Coops (D A M C)
Ministry of Agriculture and Forests
Lower Motithang, Thongsel Lam Thimphu,
Bhutan.
Email: dhrahul@gmail.com

CHINA
05 T he President

All China Federation of Handicraft & 
Industrial Coops (A C FH IC )

22-B, Fuwai Street, Xicheng District 
Beijing-100833, China. 
Email:cnlightind@yahoo.com

06 Mr. Li Chunsheng 
Vice President
All China Federation of Supply & Marketing 
Coops.
45, Fu Xing Men Nei Street Beijing-100801, 
China.
Email: chinacoop@acfsmc.coop

07 Mr. Yuanlin Zhang 
Executive Secretary
International Committee for the Promotion of 
Chinese Industrial Co-operatives (ICCIC)
A pt. 805, Building 3, Jilijiayuan, No. 20, 
Shaoyaoju, Chao \a n g  District 
Beijing-100029, China. 
Email:gunghochina@gmail.com

08 Mr. Jose Bascon 
Chief Executive Officer
Coop Global Sourcing Limited (CG S)
1 1 th Floor, Nikos Plaza
No. 528 Hongxu Road Shanghai-201103, 
China.
Email:contact@coopgs.com

INDIA
09 Dr. Bhagwfati Prasad 

Vice Chairman
Cooperative House Building & Finance 
Corporation Ltd.
(Sahakari Awas-Nirman Evam Vitt 
Nigam Ltd.)
6 , Sarojini Naidu Marg Lucknow-226001. 
Email: chcfcl@gmail.com
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10 Dr. K .G . Wankhede 
Chief Executive
Indian Farm Forestry Development Coop
Ltd. (IFFD C)
FM D I, IF F C O  Colony, Sector-1 7-B 
Gurgaon-12200 1 .
Email: wankhedekg@iffdc.org.in

1 1 Dr. U .S . Awasthi 
Managing Director
Indian Farmers Fertilizer Cooperative Ltd. 
(IFFC O ) “IF F C O  S A D A N ”
C -1, District Center, Saket New  ̂Delhi-1 10 0 1 7. 
Email: mdoffice@iffco.in

12 Mr. N . Sambasiva Rao 
Managing Director
Krishak Bharati Cooperative Ltd. 
(K R IB H C O )
A -10, S ecto r-l,N oid a-2 01301. 
Email:nsrao@kribhco.net

13 Mr. R . Rajagopal 
Managing Director
National Agricultural Coop Marketing 
Federation of India Limited (N A F E D ) 
“N A F E D  House”, I Siddhartha Enclave, 
Ring Road, Ashram Chowk,
New Delhi-1 10014.
Email: dkgulati@nafed.nic.in

14 Mr. K. K. Ravindran 
Managing Director
National Cooperative Agriculture and Rural 
Development Banks’ Federation Ltd 
(NCAFU3BF)
701 (7th R oor), A-Wing, B S E L  Tech Park 
O pp: Vashi Railway Sation Vashi,
Navi M umbai-400703.
Email:

15 M r.R K .S m g h  
Managing Director
National Cooperative Consumers’ Federation
Ltd.
92, Deepali Building, 5th Floor, Nehru Place, 
New Delhi-1 10019.
Email: nccf@rediffmail.com

16 Dr. Dinesh 
Chief Executive
National Cooperative Union of India (N C U I)
3, Siri Institutional Area, Khelgaon Marg, 
New Delhi-110016.
Email: ncuidel@ndb.vsnl.net.in

17 Mr. B.K. Mishra 
Managing Director
National Federation of Fishermen’s Coops 
Ltd.
7-A, Sarita V ihar Institutional A rea New 
Delhi-110076.
Email: bimalkl234@hotmail.com

18 Mr. Bhima Subrahmanyam 
Managing Director
National Federation of State Coop Banks Ltd. 
J.K . Chamber, 5th Floor, Plot No. 76, Sector 
17, Vashi, Navi M umbai-400703. 
Email:nafscob@gmail.com

19 Ms. Vasudha Mishra 
Managing Director 
National Coop Development 
Corporation (N C D C )
4, Siri Institutional Area, Khelgaon Marg New 
Delhi-1 10016.
Email: mdncdc@ncdc.in
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20 Mr. T .C . Gautam 
General Manager
National Federation of Farmers Procurement, 
Processing & Retailing Cooperatives of India 
Limited (N A C O F )
A -25/19-A , 1st Floor, Sujan Singh Building 
Middle Circle, Connaught Place, New 
Delhi-110001.
Email: nacof.ltd@gmail.com

21 Dr. Sukesh Zamwar 
Chief Managing Director
Buldana Urban Cooperative Credit Society
(B U C C S)
Sahakar Setu, Hutatma Gore Path, Karaja 
Chowk, Buldana-443001, Maharashtra. 
Email: kanishasukesh@yahoo.co.in

INDONESIA
22 Mr. Hanafiah Sulaiman 

Secretary General
D E K O P IN  (The Indonesian Coop Council) 
Jl. Raya Pasar Minggu No.97-B 
Jakarta Selatan-12520, Indonesia.
Email: ratihdekopin@yahoo.com

IRAN
23 Mr. Hossein Safaei 

Chairman
Central Organization for
Rural Cooperatives of Iran
1813, Valli-e-Asr-Avenue
P O . Box 14155-6569 Tehran-15948, Iran.
Email :corc.nes@chmail.ir

24 Mr. Abbas Bannazadeh 
Managing Director
Central Union of rural Agriculture 
Coops of Iran

514, North Felestin Avenue,
P O . Box 14155/6413 
Tehran, 1415735691, Iran 
Email:trade@trocairan.com

25 Mr. Mohammad Ghebleh 
President
Iranian Vegetable Oil Industry Association & 
Farda Coop (FA R D A  Coop)
No. 399, West Taleghani Street 
Felestin Square, Tehran, Iran.
Email: ivoia@ivoi.ir

26 Mr. Dariush Pakbin 
Secretary General
Iran Central Chamber of Cooperatives (ICC)
No.3, Sabounchi Street
Shahid Beheshti Avenue, Tehran, Iran.
Email: int@icccoop.ir

27 Ms. Faiiaz Qued
Head of International Division 
Tose’e Ta’avon Bank (T.T. Bank)
No. 2 7 1, Next to L G  Company,
Before Alborz St., Mirdamad Blv.
Tose’e Ta’avon Bank 
1918934351-Tehran, Iran.
Email: int@ttbank.ir

28 Mr. Hosseinali Karimi \azd i 
Deputy of R & D  & Training Center 
Pishgaman Kavir Yazd Cooperative 
Company (PK Y CC )
Opposite of Yazd T C I, Pishgaman Building, 
Sadoghi Blvd., Yazd, Iran.
Email: info@pishgaman.com
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29 Mr. Saeid Soltani Sarvestani 35
Direct Manager
Central Union of Iran Animal Farmers (C U IA F)
No. 12, Azin Alley, Vesal Shirazi St. 
p.c. =  141 784351 1, Tehran, Iran.
Email: dadaraniran@yahoo.com

30 Mr. Moosavi S.Y.
Supervision and Coordination Central Union of 36
Rural and Agricultural Cooperatives (S C U R A )
4th Floor, No. 518, North Felestin St. Tehran,
Iran.
Email: info@scura.ir

ISRAEL
3 1 The Director General

Coop Israel 37
19, Hagana Street
R O . Box-24092 Jerusalem -97851, Israel.
Email: ykaplan@israle.coop

32 The Secretary General 
T he Kibbutz Movement
13 Leonardo Da Vinci Street Tel Aviv 61400, 3g
Israel.
Email: lapidot@tzora.co.il

33 Mr. Yitzhak Yoel 
Chairperson
Central Union for Cooperative Initiative in Israel 39
24, Ha-arbaa Street 
Tel Aviv, Israel.

JAPAN
34 Mr. Choe Okuno 

President
Central Union of Agriculture Coops
QA-Zenchu) 40
I -3-1, Otemachi, Chiyoda-Ku,
Tokyo 100-6837, Japan.
Email: kokusai.s@zenchu-ja.or.jp

Mr. Masashi Ehara 
Chairperson
lE -N O -H IK A R I Association 
(Association for Education & Publications on 
Agril Coops), 1 1, Funagawara-ku, Ichigaya, 
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, Japan.
Email: ty.kubono@ienohikari.or.jp

Mr. Yizo Nagato 
President
Japanese Workers’ Cooperative Union (JW CU)
1-44-3, 7th floor,
Higashi-Ikebukuro, Toshima-Ku 
Tokyo, 1 70-0013, Japan.
Email: in ternational @ roukyou. gr.jp

Mr. Katsumi A sada 
President
Japanese Consumers’ Cooperative Union 
OCCU ) Coop Plaza, 3-29-8, Shibuya, S 
hibuya-ku, Tokyo 150-8913, Japan.
Email: kokusai@jccu.coop

Mr. Yoichi Shirai
National Association of Labour Banks (N A L B ) 
5-15, Kanda-Surugadai, Chiyoda-Ku 
Tokyo-1010062, Japan.
Email: yoichi_shirai@k.rokmbank

Mr. Hitomi Narikiyo 
President
National Federation of Agricultural Cooperative 
Associations (Z E N -N O H )
8-3, Otemachi, 1-chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo
100-0004,Japan.
Email: kagata-kenichi@zennoh.or.jp

Mr. Hiroshi Kishi 
President
National Federation of Fisheries Cooperative 
Association (Zengyoren), Coop Building, 7th
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Floor, 1-1-12, Uchikanda, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 
101-8503,Japan.
Email : kokusai-gyosei@r6.dion.ne.jp

41 Mr. Shigeyoshi Satoh 
President
National Federation of Forest Owners’ 
Cooperative Associations (Zenmori-Ren)
Coop Building, 8th Floor,
1-1-12, Unchikanda, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo
101-0047, Japan.
Emaii:t_saski@zenmori.org

42 Mr. Kokichi Shoji 
President
National Federation of University Coop 
Associations (N F U C A ), Daigaku Seikyo 
Kaikan Building 3-30-22, Wada, Suginemi-ku 
Tokyo 166-8532, Japan.
Email: matsuoka.yk2@fc.univcoop.or.jp

43 Mr. Chihiro Ikusawa 
Senior Managing Director
National Federation of Workers and Consumers 
Insurance Cooperatives (Z E N R O S A I)
2-12-10, Yoyogi, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 151-8571, 
Japan.
Email: yokomizo_daisuke@zenrosai.coop

44 The Chief Executive
National Mutual Insurance Federation
of Agricultural Cooperatives (Z E N K Y O R E N )
JA  Kyosai Building
2-7-9, Hirakawa-cho, Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo 102-8630, Japan.
Email: ma-hagiwara@ja-kyosai .or.j p

45 Mr. Makoto Kobayashi 
Managing Director

The Japan Agricultural News (Nihon-Nogyo- 
Shimbun)
2-3, Akihabara, Taito-ku, Tokyo 1 10-8722, Japan. 
Email: kobayashi.makoto@agrinews.co.jp

46 Mr. Masafumi Enomoto
General M anager (Coordination Division)
The Norinchukin Bank
(Central Coop Bank for Agriculture & Forestry)
1-13-2, \urakucho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100 
8420, Japan.
Email: taka-m@nochubank.or.jp

47 Dr. Takasaki Fujiwara 
President
Japanese Health and Welfare Cooperative 
Federation (H eW  Coop JA PA N )
Sanken Building, 4th floor 3-25-1, Hyakunin 
cho, Shinjuku-ku Tokyo-169-0073, Japan. 
Email: hk_t@hew.coop

48 Mr. Masami Yoshida 
Senior Managing Director
Japan Cooperative Insurance Association (JCIA) 
Lilac Sanei Building, 1 st Floor
23-1, Saneo-cho, Shinjuku-ku 
Tokyo-160 0008, Japan.
Email: nakazawa@jcia.or.jp

KAZAKHSTAN
49 Mr. Khasbulat Ashlyayev 

President
Union of Consumer Societies 57, Tole bi Street 
050000-Almaty, Kazakhstan.
Email: kazcoop@mail.ru

KOREA
50 Ms. O h Miyea 

Chairperson
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iC O O P  Solidarity of Consumer Coops (iC O O P  
Korea) 3rd Floor, \eongdeungpo-ro 62-gil I 
Yeongdeungpo-gu Seoul, Republic of Korea. 
Email;icoopkorea@gmail.com

51 Mr. Jong Baek Shin 
President
Korean Federation of Community Credit 
Cooperatives (K FCCC )
20, Bongeunsaro I 14-gil, Gangnam-gu 
Seoul 135-538, Republic of Korea.
Email: survey@kfcc.co.kr

52 Mr. Won Byung Choi 
Chairman
National Agricultural Cooperative Federation 
(N A C F) 75-l-ka, Chungjeong-ro, Jung-ku 
Seoul City 100-707, Republic of Korea. 
Email:nacfico@nonghyup.com

53 Mr. Tae-Jong Zhang 
Chairman
National Credit Union Federation of Korea 
(Nacufok)
949, Dunsan-dong, Seo-ku Daejeon Metropolitan 
City 302-868, Republic of Korea. 
Email:nacufok@cu.co.kr

54 Mr. Jong Koo Lee 
President
Korean National Federation of Fisheries Coops 
(K N FFC ) 1 1 -6, Songpa-Gu, Shin-Cheon Dong 
Seoul 138-730, Republic of Korea.
Email: ycs@suhyup.co.kr

55 Mr. II Hwan Chang 
President and Chairperson
National Forest Coop Federation (N FC F)
166 Seokchonhosu-Gil, Songpa-Gu 
Seoul 138-880, Republic of Korea. 
Email:support@nfcf.or.kr

56 Mr. Woon Hyuk Kwon 
President
Korean Association of Social Economy
Enterprises (K A S E E ), c/o. C O M W IN
Sukpo-ri 677-10, Jangan-myeon
445-941 Hwasung-si Gyeonggi-do, Rep. of 
Korea
Email: kasee2008@hotmail.com

57 Mr. S ang jin  Park 
President
Korea University Cooperative Federation
(K U C F)
2nd Floor, 161-16, Hyehwa-Dong 
Jongno-gu Seoul, Republic of Korea.
Email: univcoopkr@gmail.com

58 Mr. Keum-Ja Lee 
President
Dure Consumers’ Cooperative Union (D C C U ) 
4th Floor, K T  Telecop Building 
291, Gamasan-ro, Guro-gu 
Seoul 252-704, Rep. of Korea.
E-mail: dure_chh@dure-coop.or.kr

KUWAIT
59 Mr. Ali Hassan Abdul Hussain Mohammed 

Chairman
Union of Consumer Cooperative Societies
Hawally, Bloc 97, Othman Street
4th Ring Road, R O . Box 1836 Safat-13019, 
Kuwait.
Email: info@kuccs.com.kw

MALAYSIA
60 Dato Hj. Abdul Fattah Hj. Abdullah 

President
Malaysian National Cooperative Movement 
(A N G K A S A ), Wisma Ungku A . Aziz,
Jalan SS  6/1, K elanajaya
47301 Petalingjaya Selangor, Malaysia.
Email: international@angkasa.coop
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61 Datuk B. Sahadevan 
Managing Director
National Land Finance Cooperative Society Ltd. 
10th Floor, Wisma Tun Sambanthan,2, Jalan 
Sulaiman Kuala Lumpur-50100, Malaysia. 
Email: datuksaha@nlfcs.com.my

62 Prof M adya Dr. Abdul Rahman bin Abdul 
Razak Shaik
Director
Cooperative College of Malaysia (CCM )
103, Jalan Templer 46700 Petalingjaya Selangor 
Darul Ehsan, Malaysia.
Email: zannatun@ mkm.edu.my

MONGOLIA
63 Ms. Altantuya Tseden-Ish 

Vice President
National Association of Mongolian 
Agricultural Coops 
(N A M A C ), Peace Avenue I8A/1 
Bayanzurkh District Ulaanbaatar-49, Mongolia. 
Email: info@namac.coop

64 Mr. Enkhbold Nyamaa 
Chairman
Mongolian National Cooperative Alliance
(M N C A )
#  603, Government Building 1 1,
Chingeltei District 
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.
Email: mnca@mongolia.coop

MYANMAR
65 Mr. Khin Maung Aye 

Chairman
Central Cooperative Society (CCS)
Sayasan Plaza, Junction of Sayasan Road & 
New University Avenue Road, Bahan Township 
Yangon, Myamnar.
Email: ccscencoop@gmail.com

NEPAL
66 Mr. Keshav Prasad Badal 

Chairman
National Cooperative Federation of Nepal Ltd. 
Bijuli Bazar-39. G P O  Box 1 1859 
Kathmandu-10, Nepal.
Email : ncf@nepal.coop

67 Mr. Saroj Kumar Sharma 
Co-chairman
National Cooperative Development Board
(N C D B )
Pulchowk, Lalitpur, Nepal 
Email: coopdesk@gmail.com

68 Mr. Rudra Bhattarai 
General Manager
Nepal i^ ricu ltura l Coop Central Federation 
(N A C C n  Kupandole Height
Lalitpur, Nepal.
Email: skbks.nepal@gmail.com

69 Mr. K.B. Upreti 
Managing Director
National Cooperative Bank Limited (N C B L ) 
G P O  8975, E P C  No. 2711 
Kupandol, Lalitpur, Nepal.
Email: info@coopbank.com.np

NEW ZEALAND
70 Mr. Ian Macintosh 

Chief Executive Officer 
Cooperative Business New Zealand 
Level 3, 25 Teed Street
Auckland, Newmarket-1 149 New Zealand 
Email: ian.macintosh@nz.coop

PAKISTAN
71 Mr. Mohammad Sharif Bhaiji 

Managing Director
Karachi Coop Housing Societies Union Ltd.
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SN PA -15, Shaheed-E-Millat Road 
Karachi-74800, Pakistan.
Email: sharifbhaiji@hotmail.com

PALESTINE
72 Mr. Khaled Daoudi 

Chairperson of the Board
Economic & Social Development Center of 
Palestine (ESD C )
Al-Bireh-Al-Balou
Opposite Ministry of Women’s Affairs 
Post Box 4 5 18 West Bank, Palestine.
Email: info@esdc-pal.org

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
73 Mr. Roger Kilemtbe 

Registrar
Office of Cooperative Societies (O C S -P N G ) 
P O . Box 1214
Boroko, National Capital District 
Papua New Guinea.
Email:papuanewguineagabriel.paita@dci.gov.pg

PHILIPPINES
74 Ms. Sylvia O . Paraguya 

Chief Executive Officer
National Confederation of Coops Inc.
(N A T C C O )
227 J .P  Rizal Street, Project-4 
Quezon City-1 109, Philippines.
Email: ceo@natcoo.coop

75 Ms. Renia C. Salinas 
Chief Executive Officer
Cooperative Federation & Development Center 
(V IC T O  National)
59 1 S t Street, Beverly Hills, Lahug Cebu City, 
Philippines.
Email: rcsalinas@victonational.coop

76 Mr. Felix Boija 
Secretary General
Cooperative Union of the Philippines (C U P ) 
C U P  Building, Roces Avenue Corner 
Mother Ignacia Street Quezon City, Philippines. 
E-mail: lexcup@gmail.com

SINGAPORE
77 Ms. Dolly Goh 

Chief Executive
Singapore National Cooperative Federation Ltd. 
(SN C F)
510 Thomson Road, #1 2-02 , S L F  Building, 
Singapore-298135.
Email: dollygoh@sncf.org.sg

SRI LANKA
78 Mr. W. Lalith A . Peiris 

President
National Cooperative Council of Sri Lanka 
(N C C ) “Cooperative House”, 455 Galle Road, 
P O . Box 1469, Colombo-3, Sri Lanka.
Email: nccsec@sltnet.lk

79 Mr. D .S.K . Pathirana
Chief Executive Officer & General Manager 
Sri Lanka Consumer Cooperative Societies 
Federation (C O O P F E D ), No. I I ,  Saunders 
Place, Colombo-12, Sri Lanka.
Email: coopfed@sol.lk

80 Mr. Sunanda Kaiyapperuma 
Director General
National Institute of Cooperative Development 
Polgolla, Kandy Sri Lanka.
Email: nicd.edu@gmail.com

8 1 Mr. Sarath Vidana Pathirana 
Chairperson
Kotikawatta Thrift and Credit Co-op Society 
L td-K TC C S

ANNUAL REPORT 2014 / 59

mailto:sharifbhaiji@hotmail.com
mailto:info@esdc-pal.org
mailto:papuanewguineagabriel.paita@dci.gov.pg
mailto:lexcup@gmail.com
mailto:dollygoh@sncf.org.sg
mailto:nccsec@sltnet.lk
mailto:coopfed@sol.lk
mailto:nicd.edu@gmail.com


230/A , Avissawella Road Kitakawatta, Angoda, 
Sri Lanka.
Email: sanasabuilding@gmail.com

82 Mr. M .R Premasiri Perera 
Secretary
National Fisheries Federation (N FF)
New Secretariat, Maligawatta Colombo-10,
Sri Lanka.
Email: chmn@slbfe.lk

THAILAND
83 Mr. Nakorn Tangavirapat 

Executive Director 
Cooperative League of Thailand
13, Pichai Road, Dusit Bangkok-10300, 
Thailand.
Email: clt@clt.or.th

84 Ms. Elenita V. San Roque 
Chief Executive Officer
Association of Asian Confederation of Credit

Unions 8th Floor, U-Tower Building 
No. 411, Srinakarin Road, Suanluang 
Bangakok-10250, Thailand.
Email: accumail@accu.coop

VANUATU
85 Mr. Joseph Ridley 

Acting Director/Registrar
Office of Registrar of Cooperatives and Business 
Development Services (O R C B D S )
Monfort Street, George Pompidou, PM B -9032 
Port Vila, Vanuatu.
Email: ksam@vanuatu.gov.vu

VIETNAM
86 Mr. Dao X uan Can 

President
Vietnam Cooperative Alliance
Duong Dinh Nghe Street
^ n  H oa Ward, Cau Giay District Hanoi,
Vietnam.
Email: dunglegan@gmail.com
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Cooperative Principles

1. VOLUNTARY A N D  O PEN M EM BERSHIP
Co-operatives are voluntary organisations, open to all persons able to use their services and willing to accept the 
responsibilities of membership, without gender, social, racial, political or religious discrimination.
2. DEM OCRATIC M EM BER C O N TR O L
Co-operatives are democratic organisations controlled by their members, who actively participate in setting their policies 
and making decisions. Men and women serving as elected representatives are accountable to the membership. In primary 
co-operatives members have equal voting rights (one member, one vote) and co-operatives at other levels are also organised 
in a democratic manner.
5. M EM BER E C O N O M IC  PARTICIPATION
Members contribute equitably to, and democratically control, the capital of their co-operative. A t least part of that capital 
is usually the common property of the co-operative. Members usually receive limited compensation, if any, on capital 
subscribed as a condition of membership. Members allocate surpluses for any or all of the following purposes: developing 
their co-operative, possibly by setting up reserves, part of which at least would be indivisible; benefiting members in 
proportion to their transactions with the co-operative; and supporting other activities approved by the membership.
4 . A U TO N O M Y  A N D  IN D EP E N D E N C E
Co-operatives are autonomous, self-help organisations controlled by their members. If they enter into agreements with 
other organisations, including governments, or raise capital from external sources, they do so on terms that ensure 
democratic control by their members and maintain their co-operative autonomy.
5. EDUCATIO N, TRAIN ING  A N D  IN FO R M A TIO N
Co-operatives provide education and training for their members, elected representatives, managers, and employees so 
they can contribute effectively to the development of their co-operatives. They inform the general public - particularly 
young people and opinion leaders - about the nature and benefits of co-operation.
6. C O -O PERATIO N A M O N G  CO-OPERATIVES
Co-operatives serve their members most effectively and strengthen the co-operative movement by working together through 
local, national, regional and international structures.
7. C O N C ER N  FOR C O M M U N IT Y
Co-operatives work for the sustainable development of their communities through policies approved by their members.
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Blueprint for a Co-operative Decade

SUM M ARY OF THE BLUEPRINT STRATEGY
T he starting point for the strategy for a global co-operative future is the powerful claim which co-operatives make to the 
outside world that they have a way of doing business which is both better, and brings a more effective balance to the global 
economy than the dominance of one single model as now.

The starting point for the strategy for a global co-operative future is the powerful claim which co-operatives make to the 
outside world: that they have a way of doing business which is both better, and brings a more effective balance to the 
global economy than the dominance of one single model as now
Co-operatives are better because they give individuals participation4 through ownership, which makes them inherently 
more engaging, more productive, and both more useful and more relevant in the contemporary world. The aim is to 
elevate participation within membership and governance to a new level.

• Co-operatives are better because their business model creates greater economic, social and environmental sustainability.
• Co-operatives are better because they are a business model that puts people at the heart of economic decisionmaking 

and bring a greater sense of fair play to the global economy. T he objective is to develop our external identity. Chapters 
I (Participation) and 2 (Sustainability) explain why co-operatives offer a better way of doing business. Chapter 3 then 
effectively sets out the co-operative proposition for today: what it means to be a co-operative and what are the defining 
characteristics or “irreducible core”.

• This is looked at through the lens of identity — which is defined by the core values and principles of co-operation, 
and needs to be communicated through a powerful and distinctive message to ensure that co-operatives are seen and 
understood by everybody from policy-makers to the general public. So the aim is to build the co-operative message and 
secure the co-operative identity. W ith the intrinsic and abiding value of the co-operative model clearly established, and 
a distinctive co-operative identity and proposition described,
attention turns in chapters 4 and 5 to what facilitates or 
inhibits co-operatives.

• Co-operatives in every jurisdiction sit within a legal framework.
This framework plays a critical role for the viability and 
existence of co-operatives. The Blueprint seeks to ensure 
supportive legal frameworks for co-operative growth.

• Co-operatives need access to capital if they are to be 
established, grow and flourish. The aim is to secure reliable 
co-operative capital while guaranteeing member control.

• These are the five interlinked and overlapping themes of the 
Blueprint strategy, which can be illustrated as follows:
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YEAR END REPORT

'ea/K

It gives us great pleasure to present the International Co-operative Alliance Asia and Pacific 2015  
Annual Activities Report.

The year saw  a devastating earthquake strike Nepal in April affecting thousands o f our co-operative  
members. The response from the apex organizations in Nepal and from the region to aid the victims 
w a s  im m ediate and spontaneous. W e  collected close to $500,000 dollars through the ICA earthquake 
relief fund and there was direct assistance provided in cash and kind from IFFCO, India and the JA 
Group, Japan. It was very em otional to hear M r  Keshav Prasad Badal recount the tragedy during the 
board m eeting in Antalya and his gratitude for the support received from m em bers in the Asia Pacific 
region and beyond. We would like to recognize the contributions m ade by ACFSMC, China; Angkasa, 
Malaysia; BCCM and Capricorn, Australia; CLT, Thailand; JA-Zenchu, JCCU, JJC, and Zenrosai, Japan; 
M idland Co-operatives, UK; NACF, Korea; SNCF, Singapore; and VICTO, Philippines.

There were two im portant Regional Consultations held in Jakarta in October and Kathmandu in 
Decem ber The consultations covered the role o f co-operatives in countering the adverse impacts  
o f urbanization (in formalization, m igration from rural areas); addressing regional and global issues, 
namely, trade, finance, and people within the context o f Sustainable Development Goals; and  
promoting legislative and regulatory environment to facilitate co-operative development. Among the 
recommendations put forth were the need for cluster approach to m itigate migration from rural to 
urban areas; skill development undertaken in a m anner that results in the actual establishm ent and  
development o f sound co-operatives; and provision o f “start-up funds”, not "subsidies" to stim ulate  
and generate m em bers' contributions to the development o f co-operatives.

For the first time, an ICA-AP event was held in Ramallah, Palestine with the support o f our m em ber 
the Economic Social Development Center o f Palestine. The workshop to prom ote women in business 
showed that despite adversities, women are engaging in co-operatives and seeking new opportunities. 
We released the Resource Guide for Advanced Training o f Co-operatives on Entrepreneurship 
Development o f Women and Gender Equality, developed under the aegis o f the ICA-AP Comm ittee on 
Women at two events: a t the 59^ Session o f the United Nations Commission on the Status o f Women 
in New York and the Alliance Global Board M eeting in Singapore.

During the year we organized a tw o-day Round Table Dialogue on the role o f co-operative banks 
and social finance institutions in promoting and financing social initiatives and social and solidarity  
enterprises with the M ont-B lanc M eeting's International Forum.
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The M alaysia Business Office undertook workshops and seminars in the areas o fco -operative -to -co - 
operative trade, e-com m erce, fair trade, and halal certification. At the Annual Research conference in 
Pune, India more than 30  papers were presented by researchers from Australia, India, Korea, M alaysia 
and Philippines. The financial support o f our m em bers from China, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, and Thailand  
ensured that we were able to carry out trainings and workshops in agriculture, business development, 
ecommerce, consumer, trade, women and youth. We are thankful to the M inistry o f Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries, Government o f Japan for their continued support in the development o f co-operatives  
in the region. We would also like to recognize the support received from DGRV, European Union, the 
International Labor Organization, and We Effect.

The num ber o f members increased from 82 (from 26 countries) in 2014 to 89 (from 29 countries) in
2015. We welcomed the following new members: Supervision and Coordination Central Union o f Rural 
and Agriculture Co-operatives, Iran; Maldives Fisherm an’s Association, Republic o f Maldives; Office 
o f Co-operative Societies, Papua New  Guinea; Federation o f peoples' Sustainable Development Coop, 
Philippines; Philippine Co-operative Center, Philippines; Co-operatives and Business Development 
services, Vanuatu; and Vietnam National Industrial, Handicraft and Commercial, Vietnam. We regret 
the move o f Israel from the Asia Pacific to the Europe region.

In order to improve communication, the Regional Office started a m onthly e-new sletter from  
Septem ber The e-new sletter captures activities carried out during the month, upcoming activities 
and also features news from members.

This year also we are highlighting voices from our youth m em bers and participants from workshops 
and trainings. Ms. Nguyen Thi Mai, from National Economic-Technical College (NETC), Vietnam Co­
operative Alliance (VCA) talks about the profound im pact the Japanese work style and life style has 
had on her personally and professionally, while M r Kamaalannathan Kulanthavelu from National Land 
Finance Co-operative Society Limited (NLFCS), M alaysia m entions how he has started putting into 
practice the action plan he developed. Ms. Jacqueline Mtongolo o f Kenya Union o f Savings and Credit 
Co-operatives Limited (KUSCCO), Kenya a participant a t the Palestine workshop highlights the critical 
need to docum ent success stories for all women co-operatives to ensure we are able to m onitor their 
growth and measure the im pact o f interventions. Ahsan AH Thakur, Youth Representative, Karachi 
Co-operative Housing Societies Union, Pakistan narrates how being engaged with co-operatives has 
helped in his growth and development while the youngest m em ber o f the Youth Committee, Ngawang  
Gyeltshen, writes about the birth o f Bhutan's first Social Co-operative following the sem inar on 
"Youth Cooperation for young, by the young" organized in January. It is heartening to hear about 
the successes and the im pact our trainings and capacity building efforts are having. We would like 
to thank the board and s ta ff for their dedicated work during the year We thank you for your active 
support and wholehearted participation!

Li Chunsheng Balu Iyer
PRESIDENT REGIONAL DIRECTOR
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■■■" Solidarity with Nepal Co-operatives

A devastating magnitude 7.8 earthquake struck Nepal on the morning of April 25. Following the big one, 
there were more than 49 aftershocks that measured over 4 on the Richter scale (two over 7, two over 6,16 
over 5, and 29 over 4; anything below 4, which were in the hundreds, were not reported). The earthquake, 
known as the Gorkha earthquake, killed more than 8,800 people and injured more than 23,000. Hundreds of 
thousands of people became homeless with entire villages flattened across the 14 affected districts. Co­
operatives were badly affected with around 1,000 losing their lives and over 1,500 getting injured.

Within an hour of the quake hitting, the National Co-operative Federation, Nepal (NCF/N), put out an appeal 
to all its members for help. The National Agricultural Co-operative Central Federation (NACCFL) through 
the support of its members provided relief packets, medicines, and rescued people out of debris/ rubble 
from 85 villages.

The Alliance launched an immediate appeal to assist in relief and to rebuild co-operatives in Nepal. The 
assistance raised by Alliance members for Nepal earthquake totaled close to $1 million dollars. This included 
in-kind assistance of $250,000 from IFFCO, and monetary contribution of $363,000 from JA-Zenchu group, 
$183,000 from U.K. Co-operatives, and the rest from members in Australia, China, India, Japan, Malaysia, 
Korea, Philippines, and Singapore.

There were two tranches released to NCF/N and the NACCFL. NCF/N provided soft-loan and grants to co­
operatives/unions to improve livelihood and improve infrastructure.

The soft-loan of USD 70,000 was provided to 7 primary co-operatives/unions in dire need as well as to the co­
operative based portal after the assessment. The grant of USD 30,000 was provided to 10 co-operatives to 
repair chilling vat, collection centres, processing centres, cold stores, service centres, co-operative building 
etc. The main objective of NACCFL is to support agricultural co-operative members in Dolakha, Sindhupal

View o f the sites affected by Nepal quake
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chowk and Kathmandu districts. The assistance was used to support inconne generating activities, provide 
vegetable seeds and seedlings for horticulture, and construction of a warehouse. Priority was given to 
single women, disadvantaged groups and those highly dependent on agriculture.

IFFCO aids in Nepal earthquake relief work

Within hours of the tragedy, Dr. U.S. Awasthi, Managing Director IFFCO and Mr. Aditya Yadav, Director ICA 
(Global Board) and IFFCO Board were on the phone with Mr. Keshav Chandra Badal, Chairman of NCF/N to 
see how they could respond. Based on NCF/N's urgent appeal, IFFCO sent some 10,000 packets of relief 
materials as an immediate response. The packets meant for one family had enough provisions (polythene 
sheet, mat, blanket, dhoti, saree, rice, pulses, sugar, salt, roasted gram, turmeric powder, tea, milk powder, 
pickle, matchbox, candle) to meet a week's requirement. The packets were packed in one of IFFCO's 
facility in India and transported in trucks across the border. NCF/N adopted very effective guidelines for 
distribution. Even before the relief material reached them, they had conducted block level meeting of co- 
operators and representatives and identified the most affected area and needy people. Days before the 
distribution of relief material, coupons were distributed to the identified people which was collected during 
the distribution. In most of the cases, the materials were distributed through the District Co-operative 
Union and District Administration Office and Central Disaster Relief Committee. In order to ensure safe 
passage of the relief material, the trucks were escorted by the armed forces and paramilitary forces from 
the border of Nepal to the distribution centres.

Being a farmer's organization IFFCO also took the initiative to help the affected farmers by providing 10,000 
packets of vegetable seeds containing 10 packets of different vegetables in each; 4,500 packets of water 
soluble fertilizer and 200 sprayers to spray water soluble fertilizer and other chemicals.

Mr. Aditya Yadav, ICA Global Board Member and Staff o f IFFCO flagging the Relief Convoy
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Japanese Cooperative rally to support in rehabilitation of 
earthquake affected cooperatives in Nepal

The Japanese Cooperative Movement rallied as one to come to the aid of cooperatives in Nepal. In a span 
of three months, members of the Japanese Cooperative Movement were able to raise $420,000 to support 
relief and reconstruction efforts.

A team of JA Zenchu officials led by Vice President, Mr. Toshi Yuki Morinaga visited Nepal on 23-24 
November 2015. The purpose was to express their solidarity with co-operators in Nepal, share in the grief 
and loss, and hand over the contribution raised to the NCF/N and NACCFL, both members of ICA.

Mr. Toshi Yuki Morinaga and the Japanese Delegation with Nepalese Co-operators.

On the morning of the day of their arrival, the team visited areas around Kathmandu city to get a sense 
of damage caused by the earthquake. In a brief ceremony organised at NCR Mr. Morinaga handed over a 
cheque of $ 242,000 to the Chairperson of NCR In the first phase, NCF will provide grants of $ 8,000 to selected 
cooperatives in 14 districts to support reconstruction of warehouses, purchase of machinery, and aid in 
livelihood improvement. In the second phase, soft loans will be provided to cooperatives in these districts.

On the second day, the team visited Jeevanpur Small Farmer's Agricultural Cooperative Limited in Dhading. 
Later in the day, Mr. Morinaga handed over a cheque of $ 121,000 to the Chairperson of NACCFL. The fund 
will be used for the construction of warehouses, reconstruction of irrigation infrastructure, and to support 
agricultural based income generating activities.

The Nepalese Cooperative Movement and ICA express their deep felt gratitude for the generous support 
provided by the Japanese Cooperative Movement.

EARTHQUAKE RELIEF IN  THE NEW S

Co-operatives launch appeals to aid earthquake victims in Nepal
http://www.thenews.coop/94854/news/co-operatives/co-operatives-launch-appeals-to-aid-earthquake-
victims-in-nepal/

IFFCO relief material brings smiles to Nepal
http://www.indianco-operative.com/iffco/iffco-relief-material-brings-smiles-to-nepal/

Nepal -  doors with no walls
http://www.ica-ap.coop/icanews/nepal-doors-no-walls-mr-balu-iyer
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Resource Guide on Gender Equality

The Resource Guide for "Advanced Training of Co-operatives on Entrepreneurship Development of Women 
and Gender Equality" was formally released by ICA President, Dame Pauline Green on March 10. The 
venue was a side event, “Co-operatives: Gender Equality and Women's Empowerment" held by ILO-ICA in 
conjunction with the 59''' session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women/ Beijing+20, 
in March at the UN headquarters in New York. Ms. Baasanjav Otgonjargal, State Secretary, Ministry of 
Population Development and Social Protection of Mongolia and H.E. Od Och, Ambassador, Mission of 
Mongolia to the UN were guests at the event. The side event was attended by several co-operators and 
officials of the ILO network members and trade unions.

The Resource Guide developed by the ICA-AP Committee on Women is an advanced version of the ICA- 
ILO COOPNET leadership training manual for Women Leaders of Co-operatives 2005. It was developed 
following feed-back provided during training and the felt needs of co-operative members.

The Resource Guide was also released by ICA President at the Global Board meeting in Singapore on March 
30, where Ms. Masako Shimbo, Chairperson of the ICA-AP Committee Women was also present.

(L to R) ICA President Dame Pauline Green, Mrs. Savitri Singh, ICA-AP and 
ICA Director General M r Charles Gould at the event.
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Engaging with European Union: 
Policy Forum on Development

The Policy Forum on Development (PFD) under the auspices of the European Commission (EC) brings 
together civil society organizations (CSOs), local authorities (LAs) and private sector representatives from 
different parts of the world to dialogue on global development issues and contributes to EU development 
policies and programs. The gathering of CSOs and LAs from the Asia Pacific region took place in Bangkok 
on June 24 and 25. The backdrop of the gathering was to provide space for collective planning among 
CSOs, LAs and private sector to influence the agenda in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
negotiations; reinforce commitment to Asia Pacific's needs for Development Justice, and come up with 
policy recommendations on the how the EU can build and implement a just and transformative agenda for 
Asia Pacific.

Gathering o f CSOs and LAs from the Asia Pacific region at the PFD meeting Bangkol<, Thailand.

ICA has engaged with the PFD since its inception at the global and regional levels. The typology of the 
actors involved in the PFD's include: CSOs (including Trade Unions, Co-operatives, NGOs and Foundations 
in the large sense), LAs, organizations representing the private sector (including Chambers of Commerce 
and Employers Federations). In the Asia Pacific region the first regional consultation was held in Bali 
in 2013 and the June meeting in Bangkok was the second; in fact it was the first full fledged meeting 
involving all the PFD actors. The Co-operatives were represented by ICA staff from the regional offices 
(Asia-Pacific, Africa and Europe) and by National Apex organizations: Co-operative League of Thailand 
(CLT), Thailand; Malaysian National Co-operative Movement (ANGKASA), Malaysia; National Confederation 
of Co-operatives, Philippines; and National Association of Mongolian Agricultural Co-operatives, Mongolia 
(NAMAC).

The SDGs, a vision for universal development, follow the United Nations Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs), which were agreed by governments in 2000, and are due to expire at the end of 2015. The SDGs
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comprise of 17 universal set of goals and 169 targets and indicators. In order to make the SDGs inclusive the 
UN has been undertaking the largest consultation program in its history to gauge opinions on form, process 
of implementation and funding. In a similar vein, donors, such as the EU have been providing platform for 
dialogue on the proper implementation and monitoring of SDGs in order to ensure the common objectives 
of eradicating poverty, reducing inequalities, providing dignity for all and developing in a sustainable way 
are achieved.

Representatives o f co-operatives at the PFD meeting

The meeting in Bangkok provided the opportunity for the participants to hear about the EU Roadmap for CSO 
Engagement in this the, European Year of Development, updates on the 2015 SDG process, and the major EU 
programs in the Asia Pacific region. The Voices from the Region panel discussion provided the opportunity 
to hear from regional actors on the key challenges and opportunities of the post-2015 development 
agenda, in light of Zero Draft. The gathering called on the EU to champion Development Justice in its 
policies and actions in Asia and the Pacific. The five foundations of Development Justice: Redistributive 
Justice, Economic Justice, Social Justice, Environmental Justice, and Accountability to Peoples, provide a 
transformative framework that aims to reduce inequalities of wealth, power, opportunities, and resources 
between countries, between rich and poor and between men and women. A rights-based approach would 
ensure that the human rights principles of equality, equity, non-discrimination and inclusive participation 
and decision-making underpin its development cooperation in the region.
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Round Table Dialogue to promote 
Social and Solidarity Enterprises

Mumbai, India was the venue for the two-day round table dialogue (RTD) held on the role of co-operative 
banks and social finance institutions in promoting and financing social initiatives and social and solidarity 
enterprises (SSEs). The RTD was organized under the aegis of the ICA-AR National Federation of State Co­
operative Banks, Eco Foundation for Sustainable Alternatives, the Mont-Blanc Meeting- International Forum 
of the Social and Solidarity Economy Entrepreneurs, the International Co-operative Banks Association and 
the International Association of Investors in the Social Economy. In attendance at the meeting were over 
30 representatives from State and Urban Co-operative Banks, National Federation of Urban co-operative 
Banks, National Co-operative Agriculture & Rural Development Banks' Federation, National Bank for 
Agriculture and Rural Development, UNDP, National Co-operative Union of India, Anupamma Pariwar Group, 
SEWA, IFFCO Foundation, and subject matter experts.

Chairpersons and CEOs o f the Co-operative Banks, Coop Unions, Regional 
Director o f ICA-AP and other participants at the round table

SSEs are composed of a plurality of organizational forms that produce goods and services to their members 
or to the community. They are based on the primacy of people over capital, hold a long-term perspective, 
emphasize participation of member's stakeholders in the governance of the organization and reinvest 
profits into their mission. SSE includes co-operatives and other forms of social enterprises, self-help 
groups, community-based organizations, common groups, associations of informal economy workers, 
service provisioning NGOs, solidarity finance schemes, amongst others. Its role has become even more 
significant in recent years, as it has proved to be a major anti-cyclical force in confronting the economic 
crisis. Given the importance of the SSEs, the RTD emphasized the need for concerted action at the global, 
national and local level. The MBM as an observer on the UN Inter-Agency Task Force on SSEs has been 
advocating for governments to promote innovative social and economic forms of organizations to pursue 
both Financing for Development and Sustainable Development Goals and foster a favorable framework, 
including a more favorable access to financing and regulatory systems to encourage SSEs. Social and 
Solidarity-based Finance (SSF), including Co-operative Banks and Social Finance, rooted in the territories, 
can generate local resources to promote sustainable development in India.
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■■■" Governance: Regional Board 
Meetings

The first meeting of the ICA-AP Regional Board, hosted by the Singapore National Co-operative Federation 
(SNCF), was held at Pan Pacific Hotel on Sunday, 29 March 2015. At the outset, Mr. Li Chunsheng, Chairman 
of the Board informed the meeting about the death of Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, Founder Prime Minister of Singapore 
on 23 March 2015 and offered his condolences to the people of Singapore. Dame Pauline Green, President 
ICA and Director General ICA Mr. Charles Gould were also present in the meeting along with 11 board 
members, observers and interpreters. Mr. Seah Kian Peng, ICA Global Member from Singapore extended his 
warm welcome to the board members. Dame Pauline Green addressed the meeting and said that advocacy 
on SDGs is very important. In the coming months it will be important for all co-operatives to advocate for the 
inclusion of co-operatives in the SDGs. ICA was also advocating with the G20 countries as they controlled 
84% of the global GDP In addition to routine agenda, the meeting discussed the following important items: 
ICA-AP membership situation; Israel's request to move from AP region to European region; revision of rules 
for election of Regional Board and AP President; engaging regional board members in ICA-AP Committees; 
and the 10th Asia-Pacific Co-operative Ministers' Conference being held in Indonesia in April 2016. It was 
also decided to hold the next Regional Board meeting in Turkey in November 2015 in conjunction with the 
ICA General Assembly.

I

The Regional Board members with ICA President and ICA Director General in Singapore

The second meeting of the ICA-AP Regional Board was held on 9 November 2015 in Antalya. Besides 
discussing the activity reports and plans, the board discussed the revision of rules for elections, the status 
of Ministers Conference and Regional Assembly. With regard to Israel's request to move regions, the global 
board had discussed this issue at its Buenos Aires meeting and put it to vote. A majority of the global 
board members consented to Israel's request to move to the European region with effect from 1 January
2016. Mr. Keshav Prasad Badal, Chairman of NCF/N made a presentation on relief and reconstruction work 
undertaken by the NCF/N for earthquake victims. The results of the elections related questionnaire was 
presented and discussed. However, in absence of any consensus, the Elections Working Group was asked 
to consider the views expressed by members and put its final views at the next board meeting. The proposal 
to form an ICA-AP Committee on Trade and Business and development of Strategic Plan 2017-2020 was 
briefly discussed and will be taken up at the next meeting.
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SbB" Legal: Regional Consultations

In preparation for the forthcoming 10'*’Asia-Pacific Co-operative Ministers' Conference the regional office 
has held two regional consultations, first in Jakarta for countries of ASEAN Region and the second in Nepal 
for countries of SAARC region.

Jakarta Consultation

The first Regional Consultation of High Ranking Government Officials and Co-operative Leaders from 
the ASEAN++ (including China, Japan, Korea, Mongolia and Timor Leste) was held in Jakarta from 30"" 
Septemberto 3'‘*October. The consultation held in collaboration with the Ministry of Co-operatives and SMEs 
and the Indonesian Co-operative Council (DEKOPIN) was attended by 40 participants from 11 countries. 
Minister Secretary Agus Muharram, inaugurated the consultation at the behest of Mr. AAGN Puspayoga, 
Honorable, Minister of Co-operatives and SME of Indonesia. The set of recommendations to participating 
governments included earmarking a specified amount of funds to match educational funds developed 
from within the co-operative movements themselves, to empower co-operative leaders, managers and 
members, especially women and the young; engaging co-operatives in program activities dealing with 
women and youth empowerment; providing access to digital technology for co-operative organizations 
equal to their public and private counterparts, urging the ASEAN Secretariat to involve co-operatives in 
activities of the ASEAN Economic Community above and beyond Agricultural ones; supporting the "young 
countries", i.e. in terms of their co-operative development phase, to undertake catch up work by way of 
practical comparative studies and technical cooperation; establishing a "Co-operative Rating Agency" 
by way of funding and financial technical know-how based on the feasibility study prepared by the ICA 
AP; committing themselves to empowering co-operatives to have access to social and financial services, 
while facilitating the inclusion of co-operatives in the process of reaching food sovereignty and security; 
and augmenting the role of co-operatives in pursuing the public-private partnerships, and in organizing 
returning migrant workers and people still trapped in the informal economy.

M G IO N A L  C onsultation
l i G H  R a n k i n g  C o v e r

Jakarta Consultation in progress
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Kathmandu Consultation

The two-day Regional Consultation of South Asia Co-operatives was held on December 14 and 15 in 
Kathnnandu, Nepal. The opening ceremony was attended, among others, by the Honorable Chitra Bahadur 
KC, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Co-operatives and Poverty Alleviation, Nepal and Mr. Arjun 
Bahadur Thapa, Secretary General, SAARC; while the closing ceremony was graced by Mr. Bishnu Prasad 
Paudel, Finance Minister, Government of Nepal and Dr. Yuba Raj Khatiwada, Vice-chairperson National 
Planning Commission. The Regional Consultation discussed in earnest the issues relating to the Sustainable 
Development Goals, in association with the ICA Blueprint for a Co-operative Decade, with more focus on 
the following five thematic issues. Food Sovereignty, New Co-operative Approaches (Innovation), Co­
operatives and the Transition of the Informal into the Formal economy. Regional and Global engagement 
of Co-operatives, as well as Enabling Environment. Country presentations by six participating countries 
in the South Asia Region, namely Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, and Sri Lanka, were followed 
by group discussions. The recommendations included cluster based approach in an effort to mitigate the 
migration from rural to urban areas; skill development undertaken in a manner that results in the actual 
establishment and development of sound co-operatives; provision of "Start-up Funds", not "Subsidies", 
to stimulate and generate members' contributions to the development of their own co-operative; strong 
and direct linkages built and developed between producers and consumers co-operatives, in an effort to 
stabilize pricing, to strengthen value chains and to establish sound co-operative branding; existing public- 
co-operative partnership strengthened, and new ones built, on an equal basis to channel government 
programs in a responsible, transparent and effective manner; promotion and establishment of broad- 
based engagement of co-operatives with multiple stakeholders, including the media, parliamentarians, 
international organizations, NGOs etc.; and the development of new co-operative legislation to be more 
responsive to contemporary issues and amenable to new co-operative approaches.

Kathmandu Consultation in Progress
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Sustainability: Food Sufficiency and 
Sovereignty

Agriculture is the main stay of people in Asia-Pacific and a substantial portion of co-operative membership 
consists of farming and rural community. ICA member activities are focused on improvement of quality 
and quantity of agriculture production and marketing to enhance income and quality of lives of farmers and 
their community. The following programs were conducted during the year in collaboration with Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries (MAFF), Government of Japan and JA-Zenchu.

The Training Course on Fostering Leaders to Reinforce Business Development of Agricultural Co­
operatives was held in Japan in collaboration with IDACA, Japan from 15 July to 8 August. The objective of 
the training course was to review improvement of business for its reinforcement including credit business, 
farm guidance and economic businesses.

Trainees at an agricultural product shop in Japan

These were reviewed from the view point of newly industrializing economies in South East Asia and South 
Asia. Eight participants from four countries (India, Malaysia, Philippines and Thailand) attended the training 
course. Some of the key subjects covered were management of credit business, ways to embark on better 
living related businesses, methods of formulating business plans of agricultural co-operatives and strategic 
approaches. Besides classroom lectures, the participants also visited Iwate prefecture for study visits. The 
participants finalized their Action Plan based on the experience and knowledge gained during the training 
course.

The 2"'* ICA-Japan Training course on "Fostering Core Leaders of Agricultural Co-operatives-2014" was held 
in Thailand and Japan from 25 February to 4 April 2015. The overall objective of the training program was to 
assist fostering of the core leaders, who are expected to play leading roles in agricultural co-operatives and 
farmers' groups that will contribute to the improve the agricultural production and income of the farmers in 
the LDCs of Mekong river countries and South Asian countries.

10 participants from 6 countries, Bhutan, Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Nepal and Vietnam attended the 
training.
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Inauguration o f “Inf^proving Capacity o f Rural Women” training course in Thailand.

The ICA-Japan Training Project Follow-up was held in Indonesia and Myanmar from 8 to 20 February. The 
purpose was to assess the impact and effects of the past training courses held since 2013. In particular, to 
see how Action Plans drafted by the participants have been implemented upon return. The follow-up study 
was conducted through a questionnaire, exchange of views and ideas with ex-participants and site visits to 
some of the co-operatives where the former participants were working. The team held one-on-one meeting 
with the participants to discuss how the learning from the training was being used and implemented by 
them in the field and the problems faced by them in the course of implementation. The team also held 
meetings with the heads of sponsoring organizations for a briefing about the objectives of the follow-up 
program and their opinion on its usefulness. The report of the follow-up visits has been submitted to MAFF, 
Government of Japan.

A participant receiving certificate o f participation at IDACA.
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VIEWS FROM THE FIELD

M R. KAM AALANNATHAN KULANTHAVELU

Senior Assistant Manager, Kuala Perak Estate 
National Land Finance Cooperative Society (w), 

Malaysia

(Participant - 2"“ ICA-JAPAN training on "Fostering 
Leaders to Reinforce Business Development of 

Agricultural Cooperatives, Japan)

The 2'"‘ ICA-JAPAN training on "Fostering Leaders to Reinforce Business Development of 
Agricultural Cooperatives" was an eye opener course for me. There was a lot to see, learn and 
understand about agricultural cooperatives and its functions for the society and country. I am glad 
and very much thankful to ICA-AP and MAFF, Japan for coordinating such a wonderful and useful 
course. It was a life time opportunity for me to meet and establish a good network with new friends 
from organizing and participating countries.

This training course was well 
designed and coordinated by ICA- 
AP and IDACA with good lecture 
topics and knowledgeable resource 
persons. The training programme 
was well balanced with classroom 
lectures and field visits to Japanese 
agricultural cooperatives facilities 
and farming activities. We were 
amazed to see the facility, tech­
nology and system adopted by JA 
to support the farmer members.

As part of the training curriculum,
I had prepared and presented an 
"Action Plan" during the course to
be implemented at my workplace. Keeping in view the background of declining average yield of 
Fresh Fruit Bunch (FFB) of Palm, the action plan was prepared to meet the following objectives,

•  Improvement in yield and quality of crop produced.
•  Reduction in production cost and increase of earning.
•  Lesser dependency on manual labour/foreign labour by adopting mechanization.
•  Bring youth back to agricultural/plantation sector

I have already started working on the implementation of my action plan. I have adopted the ideas 
and systems used in Japan and modified /adapted them to suit my operations. It is moving along 
very well.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank ICA-AP and IDACA management and staff for 
the wonderful experience and hospitality provided in Japan during my stay there. I wish ICA-AP will 
continue with more trainings pertaining to the cooperatives movement in years to come.

Participants at the field visit.
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■
■■■" Capital: Co-operative to 

Co-operative Business

Business development of Consumer co-operatives

The 15* ICA A-P Regional Workshop for Managers of Management of Consumer Co-operatives was held by 
ICA-AP Consumer Committee in Singapore from 2 to 5 June. The workshop was hosted by NTUC Fairprice 
(Singapore) and attended by 14 cooperators from Malaysia, South Korea, Sri Lanka and Vietnam. The 
objectives of the 4-day training workshop were to promote understanding of the socio-economic role of 
consumer co-operatives, the use of social media and to establish an international network of consumer co­
operative leaders and managers. Mr. Seah Kian Peng, CEO, NTUC Fairprice and ICA Global Board member 
took part in the workshop along with his other colleagues and motivated the participants.

The first batch of the 2015 Training Program for Managers of Consumer Co-operatives was organized in 
collaboration with Japanese Consumers’ Co-operative Union (JCCU) in Japan from 17 July to 8 August. 
Coop Kobe and the Coop Net Business Association provided the training ground, facilities and resource 
persons. Five staff from NTUC Fair Price (Singapore) and Saigon Coop (Vietnam) attended the training 
which was designed to address the training requests made by the trainees. The trainees received 2-day 
orientation course at JCCU headquarters, where they attended lectures on the outline and product 
development policy of JCCU. At the Co-op Net Business Association, they received explanation on the 
structure of the business association and their social and environmental initiatives. In Coop Kobe, they 
were introduced to the organization and its various initiatives. The trainees elaborated on the competitive 
environment in the retail industry in both Singapore and Vietnam and discussed ways to enhance their 
competitiveness by improving staff skills and adding more value to customer service. At the end of the 
training, an Action Plan was drawn by the trainees to address what they intended to achieve upon returning 
to their home countries.

Participants o f the Wori<shop
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The 49"' ICA Committee on Consumer Cooperation for Asia and Pacific meeting was held in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia on December 1, 2015. 8 Committee members and 11 observers from 9 countries attended the 
committee meeting. The meeting started with opening addresses by Mr. Amano Haruyoshi, Chairperson 
of the committee; Mr. Haji Nasir Khan Yahaya, CEO, ANGKASA; and Mr. Balu Iyer, Regional Director, ICA-AP. 
Ms. Nishimoto Yuki Secretary of the committee, reported the Activity Report since last meeting in Bali 2014 
and the activity plan for 2016. The committee members made presentations of their recent activities and 
business results, which were followed by active discussions. The next committee meeting is scheduled to 
be held in New Delhi, India, in conjunction to the Regional Assembly in November, 2016.

In conjunction with the Committee meeting, a seminar on Consumer Protection was organized. Ms. Indrani 
Thuraisingham, Head of Consumers International (Cl) Office for Asia Pacific, made a presentation on "The 
Problems among Consumers in Asia and Pacific". Cl, an independent organization advocates for the global 
voice for consumers and to protect and empower consumers everywhere. Cl focuses their activities in four 
strategic areas - Financial Services; Consumers in the Digital Age; Consumer Justice and Protection; and 
Food Safety, Security and Nutrition". Among the issues touched upon were obesity caused by increasing 
consumption of fast food and their inappropriate promotion by global fast food corporations; and the haze 
caused by slash and burn methods in the Indonesian forests. It is important that consumers take action 
and express their opinion while choosing products. Ms. Hisa Anan, former Secretary General of Consumer 
Affairs Agency, Government of Japan, gave a lecture on, "The issues among Consumers' Policy in Japan
-  Realize the consumer civil society by power of Co-op!" Her presentation included a report on recent 
consumer issues in Japan, such as internet shopping, dishonest businesses targeting senior citizens 
and people with difficulties and relief systems for consumer-protection. She explained that there is an 
"isolation" of individuals and the need to realize the "Consumer Civil Society" through communication of 
Advising each other. Learning with each other, and Helping each other, in the community.

VIEWS FROM THE FIELD

M S . NGUYEN BICH LY

Director of Co-op Mart (Tuy Hoa) Saigon Co-op, 
Vietnam

(Participant - 2015 Training Program for Managers 
of Consumer Cooperatives in Japan)

It was my honour to attend the 2015 training program for Managers of Consumer Cooperatives 
in Japan. My fellow trainees and I got a deeper understanding about the spirit of cooperatives 
and learned a lot from the program. Some of which included, building and managing consumer 
cooperatives as community based, stable and reliable business, value of member contribution and 
member participation, and staff attitude and approach.

Based on the training, I have put into practice the following activities at co-op mart of Saigon Co­
op and seen positive results:

Mem ber activities: we invite customers and engage them as a group in four activities: childcare, 
health care, cooking and fashion. We allow them to chat and share their experiences and in the 
process seek comments on how we could improve customer service in the mart.
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Member's room at co.opmart Member's room at Miyagi COOP Local products at co-op Mart 
Tuy Hoa

Train s taff to improve their comm unication skill and customer service: focus on three actions to 
deliver strong and clear message:

•  Always be well-dressed and ready to serve customers

•  Always say thank you to customers with a bright smile

•  Always receive and bid customers good-bye with folded hands

Promote Vietnam ese Agricultural products: Similar to Sanchoku and Megumino in Japan, we 
provide an outlet to local farmers to showcase their products. We offer large shelves and clearly 
indicate the province from which the product is coming. We believe this offers the consumer quality 
and safe products and boosts the local economy.

Megumino in Miyagi COOP Co-op M art’s" Commitment o f Dedicated actions 
“Dedicated delivery staffs at Miyagi COOP

The training provided us an opportunity to understand each other and to share ideas. We were 
welcomed wherever we went, by management and by our Japanese friends. Thank you!

Nguyen Bich Ly (in yellow) at the study visit

20 Annual Activities Report -  2015



B Co-operative Trade

The ICA-AP and Vietnam Co-operative Alliance (VGA) jointly organized the workshop on Development 
of Co-operative to Co-operative Trade through e-commerce in Hanoi from 13 to 17 July. The workshop in 
Hanoi was follow-on to the one, ICA-AR ANGKASA and AGFSMC co-organized in Kuala Lumpur in 2014. 
The workshop focused on the opportunities through e-commerce and traditional methods. Experts in 
e-commerce were invited to share their experiences, strategies and solutions. The expected outcomes 
were as follows; (a) to improve understanding of the value proposition and opportunities in e-commerce; 
(b) to have a clear roadmap for MBO to carry forward Co-operative to Co-operative trade initiatives with 
co-operatives, research institutions and other interested organization; and (c) to strengthen cooperation 
among ICA-AP members.

Accelerating global trade between co-operatives is not only an important part of ICA Blueprint for a Co­
operative Decade, but also a cornerstone for China Coop's international business strategy. ICA-AP and 
ACFSMC organized the Asia-Pacific Co-operative E- Business Summit in Kunming (China) from 8 to 12 
October. The Summit was designed to promote C2C trade by taking advantage of opportunities brought 
about by the fast-growing e-business. 63 participants from 17 countries attended the Summit.

E-business has changed the landscape of world economy and trade. China Coop has identified the 
opportunities of e-business, and adapted its existing business networks to the new trend. Today 1,037 
China Coop members offer online services to members and customers through their independent websites 
or leading third-party web portals. The Summit saw presentation of e-business initiatives from Australia, 
China, India, Korea, Malaysia and New Zealand. Interest was expressed by members from Indonesia, 
Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Turkey, and Sri Lanka to learn from other members and start in their respective 
countries. The conference culminated in a signed joint declaration to commit to the development of 
e-business in the Asia Pacific region.

The first China-Europe Co-operatives Business Summit was held in Shanghai on December 9 and 10. 
The Summit was organized to provide the opportunity for co-operative leaders from China and Europe to 
hear about the business potential and explore opportunities for engagement through direct face-to-face 
meetings. The 20 Chinese co-operatives representatives from Guangdong, Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Chongqing 
and Beijing provinces were engaged in retail and wholesale trade, import and export food, beverages, 
fertilizers, and farm equipment. The European side was represented by 26 participants from 20 co­
operative federations from Bulgaria, Estonia, France, Israel, Italy, and UK. Mr. Li Chunsheng, President of the 
ICA-AP region explained the importance of trade for China and that the "One Belt, One Road" linking Asia 
and Europe presented an opportunity for the development of cross-border trade e-commerce. Mr. Petar 
Stefanov, Global Board member, heading the European delegation spoke of the importance of the Summit 
in strengthening linkages between the two important regions. The presentations from both sides revealed 
the opportunities that exist for trade in a variety of areas such as food, beverages, agriculture inputs, and 
farm machinery.
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■■■" Gender Equality: Capacity Building 
of Women

The meeting of Office-Bearers of ICA-AP Committee on Women took place in the premises of CLT in 
Bangkok on March 31. The meeting was attended by Ms. Masako Shimbo, Chairperson of the Committee; 
Mrs. Savitri Singh, Secretary of the Committee; Mr. Phanuwat Wanraway, Head of the International Affairs 
of CLT; Ms. Kruewan Boonrin, Member of the ICA Committee on Women represented by Asian Women 
Co-operative Development Forum and Ms. Nittay Na Mahachai, Chief of Bureau Data Analysis and project 
development. Board of Directors and Secretary of the Agricultural Co-operative Federation of Thailand. 
Three new members (2 from VICTO, Philippines and 1 from CCS-Myanmar) were admitted to the Committee. 
The current membership of the Committee is 14 members from  ̂0 countries.

Participants at the Palestine workshop in September

Training of Trainers for Management Capacity Building of Women for Co-operative Development: Mongolia 
ranks 42 among 142 countries in the Global Gender Gap Index 2014 published by the World Economic 
Forum. It fares much better in comparison to some of the more advanced countries like Japan and China. 
Mongolian women have been ranked high in economic participation, higher education and in health and 
survival. Despite the many indicators reflecting positive socio-economic and political environment for 
gender equality in Mongolia, the notion of superiority of men persists. ICA-AP in association with the NAMAC, 
organized the training from 11 to 15 May in Ulaanbaatar City. The training consisted of lectures, hands-on 
exercises, and field visits and covered issues such as gender perspective and projects in Mongolia; status 
of Mongolian Co-operatives Business; ICA gender initiative and leadership development; leadership skills 
and personal management and financial management; and monitoring and evaluation.

A three days workshop on Enhancing the Role of Women in Co-operative Business was held in Ramallah, 
Palestine, from 15-17 September. The workshop was attended by 35 participants from five countries 
while the opening session was attended by 87 participants. The workshop was inaugurated by Mr. Naser 
Qatami, Deputy Minister in Ministry of Labor, Palestine. The opening session was also addressed by Mr. 
Mahmud Husain, Chairman of Economic and Social Development Center of Palestine (ESDC); Mr. Balu Iyer, 
Regional Director of ICA AP; Mr. Mohammed Khalid, Country Director of WE Effect; and Mr. Mounir Kleibo, 
ILO Representative in Palestine.
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Ms. Savitri Singh, Advisor, Gender Programs and Communication of ICA-AP opened the business session 
with a presentation on, "Gender Integration and Situation of Women in Co-operatives in Asia and Pacific." 
Mr. Abed Yassien, ESDC Program Director made a presentation on Women's Co-operatives Impacting 
Livelihoods in Palestine. Ms. Hanan El-Youssef, Strategy Manger, ICA presented the international 
perspective about ICA Blueprint and Gender Equality in Co-operatives. Mr. Mounir Kleibo of ILO presented 
the ILO initiatives and program in Palestine to achieve Gender Equality. The workshop was characterized 
by active participation and discussion among participants. The attendees interacted actively and lengthy 
discussions took place on the presentations made at the information sharing session.

The 2"'' ICA-Japan Training Course on Improving Capacity of Rural Women was held in Thailand and Japan 
from 16 September to 14 October. Eight women participants from seven countries attended the Training 
Course. The objective of the training was to assist in capacity building of leaders of rural women for 
promotion of more organized business activities in South-East Asia and South Asia. Part-1 of the program 
was held in collaboration with CLT. Part-ll of the program held at IDACA included extensive classroom 
work and study visits to agricultural co-operatives in Mie Prefecture of Japan. Some of the key subjects 
covered at IDACA were: (a) Development of Agricultural Co-operatives in Japan; (b) Women's Associations 
of Japanese Agricultural Co-operatives; (c) Rural Women's Entrepreneurship (marketing and local agro­
processing); (d) Women's Participation in the Rural Development; (e) Finalization and Presentation of 
Action Plans; and (f) Reporting and Evaluation. Based on the experiences gained by the participants through 
classroom lectures, field visits in Thailand and Japan, the participants were able to prepare their Action 
Plan which they would be recommending to their respective organizations for implementation. A course 
evaluation was conducted at the conclusion of the training. The participants felt that the training course 
was very relevant for women leaders of agricultural co-operatives in Asia and it should be continued. The 
Training Course is funded by MAFF, Government of Japan.

Training of Women Co-operative Leaders in India

The IFFCO Foundation in India initiated a project in 2014 to impart leadership training to 100 women 
cooperative members in India and create a pool of trained women leaders to actively participate in the 
management of cooperatives. The Foundation approached ICA-AP to provide technical support in design 
and implementation of the training program as ICA-AP had developed a training manual on the subject and 
organized leadership training for women co-operators in the region.

Participants o f the Training Program at Shahtalai PACS
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The first leadership training was held from 14 to 17 January in Himachal Pradesh at the training center 
of the Shahtalai Primary Agriculture Co-operative (SPACS). The SPACS covers 5 gram panchayats (village 
development units), has 4,500 individual members, and an annual business volume of Rs.700 million. 
Women comprise 55% (2500 out of 4500) of the membership. For the 50 women attending the training, 
this was the first time they were attending a training of any kind and they had never heard about gender or 
gender equality.

Ms. Savitri Singh participated in the training as master trainer and conducted the training based on the ICA- 
AP Resource Guide developed for advanced training of co-operatives on entrepreneurship development of 
women and gender equality. Representatives of project partners such as Regional Director of the National 
Cooperative Development Centre; Principal and staff of Cooperative Training Institute, Shimla; Consultants 
of IFFCO Foundation and the National Center for Co-operative Education were also present.

Training Program on Women Empowerment -  a Co-operative 
Corridor

The Punjab Institute of Co-operative Training Limited (PICT), India organized a "Training Program on Women 
Empowerment -  A Co-operative Corridor" on 20 October 2015 at the PICT training hall in Chandigarh, India. 
The participants were women assistant registrars, co-operative inspectors, members of co-operatives and 
self-help groups. The objectives of the program were to help the participants have a good understanding of 
gender issues and self help concept and to enable them to improve their capacity to organize sustainable 
self help groups and co-operatives.

Dr. S.K. Batish, Managing Director of PICT delivered the welcome address and Mrs. Nisha Rana, Additional 
Registrar of Co-operative Societies gave an overview of women empowerment through co-operatives and 
self help groups. Mr. Arunjit Singh Miglani, Registrar of Co-operative Societies of Punjab was the Chief 
Guest. Mrs. Savitri Singh of ICA-AP was invited as a special guest and resource person. Punjab is one 
of the agriculturally successful states in India and women enjoy the reputation of being hard working 
and contributing to the largely agrarian economy. In spite of economic well being, gender discrimination 
is rampant here and there is limited mobility for women to explore newer areas of livelihood or in the

Dr. Batish, Mr. Miglani, Ms. Savitri Singh and Ms. Nisha Rana at the opening o f the training program
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expansion of existing businesses. The Co-operative Department in Punjab has shown support towards 
women's economic endeavors and their development through co-operatives. Ms. Singh shared stories from 
co-operatives in various countries and encouraged participants to share their own stories with others. A 
few participants informed the group about their access to marl<ets in Delhi and that, they had been regularly 
participating at national and international trade fairs.

VIEWS FROM THE FIELD

M S . W ANJALA JACQUELINE SALIM A

Senior Research and Consultancy Officer, 
Kenya Union of Savings and Credit 

Co-operatives Ltd. (KUSCCO)

(Participant-ICA- AP Workshop on "Enhancing 
the Role of Women in Co-operative Business", 

September 2015, Ramallah, Palestine

)KUSCCO LTD.

LEARNING

Kenya is regarded as the home of co-operatives in Africa and ranked number seven in the world in 
terms of number, size and contribution to co-operatives. However women co-operatives in Kenya 
are relatively few and of these, very few have documented success stories. My visit to Palestine was 
very critical in helping me better understand how to enhance the role of women in co-operatives. 
There were very informative presentations that focused on the following themes: 'Gender 
integration and situation of women in co-operatives in Asia Pacific', 'Enhancing role of women in 
co-operative business including best practices in Palestine', ‘Enhancing women's participation in 
co-operatives', and 'Gender equality in co-operatives'. There were also presentations on success 
stories and best practices by participant countries. A study visit was organized to 3 women co­
operatives in Palestine which helped me better understand the operations of the same. Palestine 
has elaborate success stories of women co-operatives which are performing fairly well and are 
supported by various stakeholders like ICA, ILO, ESDC, WE EFFECT and the Government. The support 
by the various stakeholders has ensured growth and sustainability of these co-operatives.

I also had an opportunity to interact with people from different countries and cultures and 
established contacts that are going to be instrumental to me as a member of The Alliance Africa 
Gender Committee.

Take aw ay

The most critical take away for me was the learning on documenting success stories for all the 
women co-operatives that we have worked with. This will ensure that we monitor their growth and 
thus are able to measure the impact of interventions of the various stakeholders. It will also ensure 
that future interventions are targeted in areas with greatest impact for these co-operatives.
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Overall Im pression

As a member of The Alliance Africa Gender Committee, I learnt the issue of women's low level 
active participation and their under-representation in decision-making and leadership is common 
in all regions. The regions that are making progress in addressing this issue are those that have 
come up with deliberate initiatives and programs to ensure gender concerns are mainstreamed in 
their co-operative structures. The success stories of women co-operatives in Asia Pacific gave me 
great insights, some of which we can adopt for our women co-operatives in Africa. The theme of 
the workshop "Enhancing the role of Women in Co-operative Business’ was adequately expounded 
by all presenters and the quality of the presentations was very good. I enjoyed my stay in Palestine 
and our host made it a memorable one. The exposure we had will go a long way in helping us impact 
our women co-operatives positively. I am very grateful to ICA-AP for facilitating our participation in 
the workshop and I wish more of such forums are organized to help build capacity to better impact 
women co-operatives.

Thank you.

VIEWS FROM THE FIELD

M S . NGUYEN TH I M AI

Head of Technology Science and International 
Cooperation Department, National Economic 

Technical College (NETC), Vietnam Co-operative 
Alliance (VCA)

(Participant - 2"‘‘ ICA/Japan Training Course 2015 
on "Improving Capacity or Rural Women," Japan)

Japan is a preferred destination for anyone wanting to go abroad. It is a country with long history, 
boasts a healthy and clean environment and its people while holding high self-esteem are very 
hospitable. When the announcement of the 2"'* ICA/Japan Training Course on "Improving Capacity 
or Rural Women" was sent to us, I was very excited and immediately put in my application. I was 
honored to be chosen as one of the participants.

The training program was fully packed and demanding. I did not get stressed because I knew all 
the things I would learn would be useful and relevant to my job in Vietnam.

From the lectures at IDACA, I came to know how Japan, which was at the "bottom" of development 
before and during World War II dramatically developed itself to become a powerful, respected and 
admired country.

I was fascinated to learn about the history of the Japanese co-operative movement, especially 
the development of agricultural co-operatives. They were initially based on the Industrial Co­
operative Law of 1900 and restructured following the enactment of Agricultural Co-operative Law
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in 1947. The aim was to develop the co-operative organization of farmers to enhance agricultural 
production, improve the socio-economic status of farmers and contribute to the development of 
national economy.

The apex organization of Japan agricultural co-operatives is the Central Union of Agricultural 
Co-operatives (JA Zenchu), which is the management body and covers all the prefectures. The 
members of JA consist of: (1) regular members who can contribute share capital and have one vote; 
(2) associate members who can pay share capital but have no voting rights; and (3) non-members 
who don't pay the share capital but can utilize the JA services. The main businesses of Japan 
agricultural co-operatives are farm-skill enhancement, marketing, manufacturing and processing, 
credit, supply of production materials, medical & health care services, mutual Insurance, welfare 
for elderly and shared-use facilities.

For me, one of the most interesting findings from the lectures and study visits was to learn about 
the JA Women's Associations (JAWA). During and after World War II, Japanese women, especially 
those in the rural areas led a very harsh and dark life. They used to be regarded as a tool to produce 
children and were expected to undertake all the work of their husband's family. In order to change 
the women’s status and to empower them, the JAWA was founded with the aim to: (1) cooperate 
with each other to protect women's rights and improve social and economic status of rural women; 
(2) promote participation of women in JA's activities in order to reflect voices of women to the 
co-operative movement and take action related to the movement; (3) strive to create comfortable 
local communities with affluence, close contact with each other and mutual help through the co­
operative activities. The activities of JAWA are focused on farm products processing, mutual help 
group, culture circle, farmers' market group, cooking study & extension group, sports club, local 
volunteer group, and farm guidance improvement group.

As part of the training, we were taken to Mie prefecture, Yamanashi to visit and observe different 
co-operative organizations, direct sales shops, supermarkets, road-side stations, entrepreneur 
women's associations, and facilities base for the elderly people etc. I could learn how the farmers 
and women run and manage their business and community activities. At "Nabana Sushi Workshop",
I observed the group of women who make local sushi and deliver to surrounding office and also 
sell directly at shops/supermarkets. We worked with a group of women who made local sweets 
and sold them at the direct sales shops. All the places we visited, I noticed that high hygiene was 
maintained and strict adherence to food and food processing safety standards. At a sericulture 
house, I was heartened to see the owner try to preserve traditional sericulture farming even though 
it was hard work and generated fewer benefits than before.

After the field trip in Japan and study time in IDACA, I was impressed by (although it is not new) the 
way people there work diligently, think positively and treat each other in a friendly and hospitable way.

I, as well as the other participants, will never forgot the warmth with which were we were hosted 
everywhere we went and especially the long waves of hands when we said goodbye to any person.

After coming back to Vietnam, I notice that I am following the Japanese work (hard work, punctuality) 
and life style (tidiness, caring and politeness)! I would like to express my sincere thanks to ICA-AP 
and to IDACA for giving me a chance to participate in the training and visit Japan to learn about 
their co-operative movement.

Annual Activities Report -  2015



■■■" Catch them Young: Inclusion of 
Youth in Co-operatives

Engaging with Youth in Thimpu & New Delhi

The ICA-AP Committee on Youth Cooperation (ICYC) initiated pilot projects in Bhutan, India and Nepal to 
establish youth and youth-led co-operatives. The project is in line with the theme of the 7* Annual Meeting
-  Financial Literacy for Youth Cooperation.

The campaign in Bhutan was carried out by Mr. Sangay Rinchen, member-ICYC in Thimphu on January 11. 
The Minister of Agriculture along with the Secretary and the Registrar from the Department of Cooperation 
graced the Seminar on Financial Literacy for Youth Cooperation with emphasis on "Youth led Social Co­
operatives". Mr. Balu Iyer, Regional Director, ICA-AP and Honorary Member of the ICYC, in his keynote 
address highlighted the core values of cooperation and gave examples of successful youth led co-operative 
movements in Japan and Europe. The Resolution of the seminar was to set up a core group of youth 
volunteers and mobilize youth movements into a co-operative with social benefit.

Mr. Balu Iyer addressing students ofSRCC during ICYC Pilot Activity

The pilot activity in India was carried out by the students of the Shri Ram College of Commerce (SRCC) 
under the guidance of Dr. Mallika Kumar, Assistant Professor on February 4. The seminar was chaired by Dr. 
Sukesh Zamwar, Chairperson ICYC. Mr. Balu Iyer, Regional Director gave a special address on co-operative 
awareness and the benefits of working on one's own rather than working for another enterprise. Heads of 
various societies of the SRCC shared their achievements and challenges as student groups functioning 
in the campus. Mr. P Santosh Kumar, Secretary ICYC gave a thematic presentation on the situation of 
youth-led and youth based co-operatives in the Asia Pacific region and urged the students to partner in the 
proposed ICYC project. Dr. Navin Anand, moderator of the Microfinance Community of the UNDP Solution

Annual Activities Report -  2015



Exchange shared his thoughts on co-operatives and areas of work in financial sector for youth. This was 
followed by a panel discussion chaired by Mrs. Savitri Singh, ICA-AP. Based on the key recommendations of 
the pilot activities in Nepal, Bhutan and India, the Youth Committee will continue to develop new initiatives 
related to establishing youth co-operatives that are tailored to local interests.

Regional Workshop for Youth and Capmpus Co-operatives

Over a hundred youth participants representing twelve countries gathered to work and strategize on 
moving towards a Sustainable Growth and Development in the Co-operative Decade #coops2020 at the 
Asia Pacific Workshop on Youth and Campus Co-operatives. The event was hosted by CLT in association 
with the Consumer Co-operative Federation of Thailand from 17 to 19 September. The regional workshop 
was jointly convened by the ICA-AP Committee on University/Campus Co-operatives and the ICYC. These 
two committees also conducted their annual meetings on separate dates. The workshop saw student 
members of university co-operatives from Japan, Indonesia, Republic of Korea, India, Philippines, Thailand 
and a delegation of youth officers/managers of credit co-operatives in Nepal, work in small groups on three 
topics: (a) ethical consumption, (b) career development, and (c) financial literacy for youth cooperation.

Lectures delivered by international resource persons included Mr. Matthieu Cognac, Youth Employment 
Specialist from the ILO (Bangkok office), Mr. Aditya Yadav, youngest Alliance Global Board member. Dr. 
Yashvantha Dongre from the Mysore University (India). The participants shared their experiences and 
finally adopted a Resolution on Role of Youth and University Co-operatives in moving towards Sustainable 
Growth and Development in the Co-operative Decade on 19 September. The Regional Director of ICA-Asia 
and Pacific shared the commitment of the ICA to highlight youth movement in co-operatives at the right 
global platforms. He encouraged participants to engage with ICA-AP by sharing ideas and information on 
their experience and challenges in the co-operative sector.

Participants talcing selfie at the Wori<shop
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VIEWS FROM THE FIELD

AHSAN ALI THAKUR

Youth Representative, Karachi Co-operative 
Housing Societies Union, Pakistan; Vice 

Chairperson -  ICA-AP Comnnittee on Youth 
Cooperation; Executive Member, Global Youth 

Network of the ICA

My relationship with the co-operative movement via the ICA began when my organization, Karachi 
Co-operative Housing Societies Union (KCHSU) Ltd., was welcomed to the Alliance membership. 
The rainbow flag of cooperation was handed over to Mr. M. Sharif Bhaiji in Singapore, 2007. It 
was a momentous day as it opened the gates to enormous opportunities and information that 
our co-operative had not imagined before. The same year, I attended the 1=' Regional Youth 
Committee meeting organised by the SNCF in Singapore. I am proud and honoured to be a part of 
this committee since it was constituted fully, as a full ICA-AP Committee. Earlier, issues related to 
youth were addressed via the ICA-AP Committee on Consumer Co-operatives. I have come a long 
way in my discovery of co-operatives and the opportunities for its development in the region and 
must thank the ICA-AP to have helped me continue my professional journey beyond the region.

The Youth Co-operative Wing of Pakistan (YCWP) that I consider an achievement of the KCHSU was 
inspired from the activities of the Youth Committee. The YCWP carries forward the co-operative 
movement in the interest of Pakistani youth through workshops, training programs and other 
social activities such as blood camps. This will have an impact on future engagement of youth 
with Co-operatives in Pakistan.

ICA has supported the co-operative movement in innumerable countries by gathering intelligent 
minds and discussing issues relating to co-operatives at various platforms. It continues to 
develop its influence through the trainings it organises in collaboration with various institutions 
and organisations. A dedicated training programme for youth may be designed by the ICA to start 
the process of free sharing of knowledge on co-operatives and best practices from an early age. I 
have met many youth co-operators with the help of my membership at the ICA committees. I show 
particular gratitude to the Co-operative College of Malaysia and the Government of Malaysia that 
collaboratively organise the Malaysia Co-operative Training Programme at extremely subsided 
costs for youth.

My experience with the ICA-AP and the committee in 2015 was tremendous to say the least. The first 
collaborative workshop of the Youth Committee and the University/Campus Committee increased 
my understanding of youth focussed activities in universities and educational organisations in 
other parts of the region. Youth Committee's activity on Financial Literacy that was piloted in 
Bhutan, Nepal and India have resulted in the formation and registration of Bhutan's first social co­
operative; formation of 200 savings clubs in schools in various parts of Nepal; and in cooperation 
with co-operatives in Philippines and Thailand. The YCWP too, has initiated engagement with the
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education sector to target youth by organising trainings of school teachers on co-operatives. The 
ICYC members also attended the ICA General Assembly, Antalya, Turkey and optimised the great 
opportunity to interact with youth from the other regions. The Global Youth Network Executive 
Committee elections resulted in the retention of Dr. Suresh Zamwar as Vice Chairperson and my 
position as Executive Member. The efforts of Mr. P. Santosh Kumar, who is part of ICYC as secretary, 
have been most helpful for the committee's development.

Participants at the 8"’ Meeting o f the ICA-AP Committee on Youth Cooperation

VIEWS FROM THE FIELD

M R. NGAWANG GYELTSHEN

Founder Member -Youth Social Co-operative, 
Thimpu, Bhutan 

Member -  ICA-AP Committee on Youth 
Cooperation

Bhutan, the Land of Happiness as many have come to know it, is a young nation long clouded from 
the outside world by myth and mysticism. It was only in 2008, that the young nation opened her 
doors to the most celebrated of western ideologies; democracy. An ideology founded on values of 
liberty, freedom and equality. Democracy in Bhutan was gifted to the people by the royal throne, an 
institution loved and revered in Bhutan till this day. It was the Fourth King of Bhutan, His Majesty 
Jigme Singye Wangchuck, who also gifted Bhutan and the world the ideology of Gross National 
Happiness (GNH).
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Gross N ational Happiness

Bhutan's rich Buddhist tradition and culture has led the nation on a path seldom travelled by other 
countries. Under the leadership of the fourth King or the Great Fourth as many affectionately 
address him, Bhutan values the Happiness of her people over the materialistic growth of the country. 
Such a developmental paradigm has ensured that any developmental activity needs to keep at 
heart the very purpose of economic progress; wellbeing of the people. Bhutan's internationally 
celebrated success in environmental conservation is credited to the country's vision of happiness 
over wealth.

The Birth o f Bhutan 's firs t Social C o-operative: A retrospective

12* January, 2015: More than 150 youth in Bhutan gathered in Thimphu, the capital of Bhutan, 
to participate in the national youth seminar, "Youth Cooperation for young, by the young". The 
seminar exhibited one quintessential thing needed in making democracy work, cooperation. The 
event was supported by ICA-AP office in Delhi and the Department of Agricultural Marketing and 
Co-operatives, MoAF. The event was coordinated by youth leaders and Sangay Rinchen, founder 
and CEO of Happy Green co-operative. Sangay Rinchen, a retired civil servant turned farmer is a 
pioneer in Bhutan. He is widely respected for his innovative ideas and humility. The participating 
youth, numbering in hundreds, learned how the co-operative principles could help Bhutan in her 
quest for GNH. The seminar was a workshop of creativity, innovation and a glaring example of 
how 'Youth is NOT wasted on the young'. But perhaps the highlight of the seminar was the birth 
of Bhutan's one of a kind youth co-operative called. Youth Social Co-operative, Y Co-Op. Y Co- 
Op aims to inspire, unite and strengthen the youth of Bhutan; to bring out the best in the youth in 
realizing the dream of GNH. The main motto being 'Innovate- Inspire'.

Y Co-Op's first two projects were collaborations between various non-governmental organizations 
and private enterprises. Script Weavers, the first project, was an oral history documentation project 
with Bhutan Centre for Media and Democracy. The project involved members from the co-operative 
documenting oral histories of people aged above 60, in attempt to preserve their life tales and help 
bridge a growing divide among the young and the old. The documented stories will soon be published 
for the general public. The second project was making of a short youth movie to generate awareness 
among the general public about the growing youth issues. The entire movie-crew consisted of the 
youth. Both the projects were featured in Bhutan's first newspaper. The Kunsel.

Being th e  youngest m em ber o f IC A-A P Youth C o m m ittee

My experience as the youngest member of ICA-AP youth committee has been a journey of self- 
discovery. The support from member colleagues of ICA-AP youth Committee has helped our small 
co-operative reach new heights in our understanding of co-operative ideology and in our progress. 
The Renowned Economist Joseph Stiglitz in his article, moving beyond market fundamentalism to 
a more balanced economy, states that inequality is perhaps the biggest threat the global economy 
faces now. I understand that in this fight against inequality. Co-operatives play a very vital role. My 
humble contributions to this cause as a member of ICA-AP Youth Committee will always be one of 
my proudest achievements.

Ngawang Gyeltshen, a TEDx Speaker, is the founder and CEO o f Youth Social Co-operative (Y Co-Op). Currently 
studying Economics and Innovation at Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University. Japan. He happens to be the 
youngest member o f ICA-AP youth Committee.
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SbB” Research & Studies

The 2"** data study on Status and Participation of Women and 
Men in Co-operatives commissioned

The ICA-AP commissioned the Second data study on Status and Participation of Women and Men in Co­
operatives" to review the situation-progress or lack thereof. The study will look at the state of affairs as it 
relates to participation of women and their role in decision making in co-operatives and provide data on the 
changes that have happened on status of women since the information was last collected in the first data 
study, Engendering Database in Co-operatives in 2005. In February 2016, ICA-AP will hold the Third Regional 
Conference in Tagaytay (Philippines) to review the situation 10 years after the second conference and look 
ahead to see how gender mainstreaming can be further consolidated in co-operatives. The conference will 
also make recommendations to the 10''' Co-operative Ministers Conference.

Regional Co-operative Research Conference

The 1 O'*' ICA-AP Regional Co-operative Research Conference was held at Vaikunta Mehta National Institute 
of Co-operative Management (VAMNICOM), Pune, India, on November 5 and 6, 2015. The theme of the 
conference was Governance of Co-operatives: Issues and Challenges. Financial support for the conference 
was provided by National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD), NCUl, and district level 
banks.

The opening ceremony was attended among others by Dr. Chandrapal Singh Yadav, Member of Parliament, 
Rajya Sabha and President of NCUl; Er. Sanjeeb Patjoshi, IPS, Director of VAMNICOM & CICTAB; and M.V. 
Ashok, Chief General Manager, NABARD. In his inaugural address. Dr. Yadav stressed on the upon the 
need for co-operatives to emerge as autonomous entities started and operated by members community. 
He provided a historical sketch of the contribution of co-operatives in India and said that co-operatives

Research conference in progress
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help hold different segments of the economy on a balanced footing. In his key note address, Mr. Balu 
Iyer, Regional Director, ICA-AP underlined the importance of research in strengthening the co-operative 
movement.

The Research Comm ittee had invited research papers on the following sub themes:

•  Theories and models of governance
•  Structure and processes of governance
• Political and economic democracy
•  Member participation
•  Women and youth participation
•  Legal environment affecting governance
•  Role of board and executive
• General body powers and limitations
• Co-operative leadership

Out of 60 abstracts received, 35 were selected through a process of blind review and 30 research papers 
presented by authors from Australia, India, Korea, Malaysia and Philippines in two parallel sessions on the 
above sub themes. Each session was well attended and at the end of each presentation there was a lively 
exchange of questions and answers. The papers presented in the conference will be further reviewed and 
selected papers will be published in the form of a book shortly.

Research Conference in Iran on Capacities and Advantages of 
Co-operatives for Economic and Social Development

The Ministry of Cooperatives, Labour and Social Welfare, Islamic Republic of Iran organized a two-day 
international conference on the theme "Advantages and Capacities of Co-operatives in Economic and 
Social Development". The Government of Iran is committed to ensuring that cooperatives contribute to 
25% to the national GDP. Dr. Kalantari, Deputy Minister in-charge of Cooperatives and his team convened 
the conference around pathology of the cooperative sector, where the challenges and shortcomings that 
cooperatives encounter today and what they may experience in the run up to the culmination of the Co­
operative Decade in 2020. The conference was attended by Iranian policy makers, international agencies 
dealing with cooperatives such as the ILO Coop, Huia.coop (New Zealand), Cooperative Bulk Handling 
(Australia), and scholars, researchers and representatives from universities from Iran and outside. Dr. 
Chandrapal Singh Yadav, Vice President -  ICA Asia and Pacific and the President of the National Cooperative 
Union of India led the Indian delegation. Ms. Savitri Singh and Mr. Santosh Kumar from the ICA-AP regional 
office attended the conference and presented papers on pathology of cooperative sector development, 
gender equality and participation of youth.
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■■■" Activities in Malaysia

Malaysian Carnival of Co-operatives' Products and Services

The second Malaysian Carnival of Co-operatives' Products and Services (MACCOPS) was held at the Malcca 
Trade Centre from November 20 to 26, 2015. The event in its second year is promoted by ANGKASA to 
showcase co-operative products and services from Malaysia and the region. The theme for this year was, 
"Bersama-sama Mengukuhkan Jaringan Ekonomi Koperasi," which translates to “Together to strengthen 
Economic Co-operative Network.’The Malaysian National Co-operative Policy has co-operatives playing 
an active role in the following clusters: financial; wholesale and retail; agriculture and agro-based industry 
(including plantations); tourism and health; community development; real estate and construction; and in 
innovation, technology and telecommunication. In line with this, the co-operative fair had over 227 stalls 
displaying an array of products and services ranging from neatly packaged food products, halal certified 
products, hyrdroponic gardening, traditional health products, handicrafts, banking and finance. The food 
products were aligned with the Makanan Selamat Tanggungjawab Industry (MeSTI), or the "Food Safety is 
the Responsibility of the Industry", a food safety program undertaken by the Ministry of Health. On the lighter 
side, the Co-operative Artists groups provided entertainment to the people visiting the fair. The conference 
also provided the opportunity for co-operatives from neighbouring countries to show case their products. 
Taking advantage were the Co-operative League of Thailand, DEKOPIN from Indonesia, Samakaya from 
Brunei and CHAM Business Network from Cambodia. During MACOOPS, Angkasa launched the site http:// 
www.mykoperasi.coop/ to encourage co-operatives to register for the COOP domain and marquee.

Halal Products and Services display at the Co-operative Fair.

Improving Value Chain through Fair Trade and Halal 
Certification

A seminar to explore opportunities to improve value chain through Fair Trade and Halal Certification was 
organized in Kuala Lumpur on December 2 and 3, 2015. The seminar was hosted by ANGKASA, JCCU, 
and NACF, Korea and attended by 40 participants from 12 countries - China, India, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, 
Korea Mongolia, Nepal, Philippines, Sri Lanka Singapore and Vietnam. The seminar had presentations from
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experts in the field, experience-sharing by co-operatives involved in the activities, and field visits. Mr. Erwin 
Novianto provided an overview of Fair Trade International, the premium that fair trade products commanded, 
and the opportunities for co-operatives. Ms. Han Geumee, traced the history of iCoop’s association with 
fair trade since 2007 and about their partnership with 17 producer organizations from 12 countries. Ms. 
Elizabeth Dellina, from Panay Fairtrade Center Philippines spoke about their co-operative's association 
with iCOOP Korea in sourcing products such as mascobado sugar, ginger, and banana.

Participants at the Haiai Development Corporation

Mr. Jamie Rammie, from the Halal Development Corporation (HDC), presented an overview of the $1.5 trillion 
Halal market and HDC's role in promoting halal business. Mr. Mohd Naim Aziz, explained the requirements 
of JAKIM (Malaysian Halal certification) and its recognition in over 63 countries. Mr. Rushdi Siddiqui, 
Co-founder and CEO of Zilzar gave a comprehensive overview of Zlizar, the leading e-Halal e- commerce 
platform. Mr. Kim Moon from NACF spoke about the importance they were attaching to halal products and 
their target to export $200 million by 2020.
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New Members

The Alliance membership from the Region has been increased from 82 members from 26 countries in 
2014 to 89 members from 29 countries in 2015. The following were the new members accepted to ICA;

1. Supervision and Coordination Central Union of Rural and 
Agriculture Co-operatives (SCURA)
Tehran, Iran

2. Maldives Fisherman's Association (MFA)
Boduthakurufaanu Magu,
Male, Republic of Maldives

3. Office of Co-operative Societies (OCS-PNG)
Boroko, National Capital District
Papua New Guinea

4. Federation of peoples' Sustainable Development Coop 
Quezon City, Metro Manila, Philippines

5. Philippine Co-operative Center (PCC)
Quezon City, Philippines.

6. Vietnam National Industrial, Handicraft and Commercial 
Coop Enterprise Association (ViCCA)
Hanoi City, Vietnam

7. Co-operatives and Business Development services (ORCBDS)
Port Vila, Vanuatu
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■■■” Income and Expenditure - 2015

The income for the Asia Pacific region comes from two sources -  subscription redistribution, and 
administrative contribution for projects. In 2015, the total income for the region was $ 431,200 of which 
$ 388,200 was subscription and $ 43,000 administrative income. The expenditures were mainly towards 
personnel, travel, Malaysia activities, support for earthquake relief and operations.

INCOME

A dm in istrative

Subscription
90%

EXPENDITURE

5 0 %

Personnel

Travel

General

Printing

IT

External

Malaysia Initiatives 

Support - relief
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Annexure - 1

2015 Calendar of Events

S.No. Activity Details
Sector / 
Committee Partners Location Period

Quarter 1 - January to March

1 Financial Literacy for Youth - 
Pilot Projects

Youth DAMC, Bhutan; 
SRCC, India; JCCU, 
Japan

Bhutan, India 9-14
January

2 ICA-Japan Training Courses - 
Follow-up Visits

Agriculture IDACA, MAFF, 
Japan; ICA-AP

Indonesia,
Myanmar

8-20
February

3 ICA-Japan Training Course 
on Fostering Core Leaders in 
Agricultural Cooperatives.

Agriculture MAFF, IDACA 
Japan; CLT, CPD, 
Thailand

Thailand and 
Japan

25 February 
to 4 April

4 Release of Resource Guide Women JCCU, ICA New York, 
USA

10 March

5 ICA-AP Regional Board and 
Global Board Meetings/ 
Release of Resource Guide

Governance,
Women

JCCU; SNCF, 
Singapore

Singapore 29-31
March

Quarter 2 - April to June

6 Meeting of the Office Bearers 
of ICA-AP Committee on 
Women

Women JCCU, CLT Bangkok,
Thailand

7 Conference on Social Banking 
ICBA and Mont-Blanc Meeting

Banking ICBA; NAFSCOB, 
India

Mumbai,
India

2-4 April

8 Research on Cooperatives in 
Sri Lanka

Consumer JCCU; COOPFED, 
Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka 26-30 April

9 Training of Trainers for 
Management Capacity 
Building of Women for 
Cooperative Development.

Women JCCU; NAMAC, 
Mongolia

Mongolia ll-15May

10 1S* ICA-Fairprice Workshop 
for Managers on Management 
of Consumer Cooperatives

Consumer JCCU; NTUC
Fairprice,
Singapore

Singapore 1-4 June

n ICA-ACFSMC Training Course 
on Small Cooperative Finance 
and Risk Management

Trade ACFSMC, China Nantong,
China

8-13 June

Quarter 3 - July to September

12 Workshop on Development of 
Cooperative to Cooperative 
Trade through E-commerce

Trade ACFSMC; VCA, 
Vietnam

Hanoi,
Vietnam

13-17 July

13 ICA-Japan Training Course on 
Fostering Leaders to Reinforce 
Business Development of 
Agricultural Cooperatives

Agriculture MAFF; IDACA; CLT Japan 15 July to 
8 August
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14 ICA-JCCU Training Program 
for Managers of Consumer 
Cooperatives

15 Workshop on Enhancing 
the Role of Women in Coop 
Business.

16 2"“ ICA-Japan Training Course 
on Improving Capacity of Rural 
Women

17 8"’ Meeting of ICA-AP 
Committee on Youth 
Cooperation & 7th Meeting 
of ICA-Ap Committee
on University/Campus 
Cooperatives

18 Regional Consultation of 
Cooperatives in Asean 
(++) Countries: Jakarta 
Consultations

19 Asia-Pacific Cooperative 
E-business Summit

20 10"’ ICA-AP Regional 
Research Conference (Theme: 
Governance of Coops: Issues 
and Challenges)

21 ICA-AP Regional Board 
Meeting

22 ICA-JCCU Training Program 
for Managers of Consumer 
Cooperatives

23 49"> Meeting of ICA-AP 
Committee on Consumer 
Cooperation, Fair Trade and 
Halal Seminar

24 Regional Consultation of 
Cooperatives from SAARC 
Countries: Kathmandu 
Consultations

24 Engendering Database in 
Cooperatives

25 Publication of ICA-AP
Newsletter and 2014 Annual 
Report

ICA-AP 
Committee 
on Consumer 
Cooperatives

ICA-AP 
Committee on 
Women

Agriculture

Youth and 
University 
Cooperatives

Advocacy

JCCU

JCCU, ESDC, 
Palestine

MAFF, IDACA, CLT

JCCU; KCHU, 
Pakistan; BUCCS, 
India; CLT; NFUCA, 
Japan

DEKOPIN,
Indonesia

Quarter 4 - October to December

Trade

Research

Governance

Consumer

ACFSMC

IFFCO;VAMNICOM,
India

JCC’ i

Consumer, JCCU; ANGKASA,
Malaysia initiative Malaysia

Advocacy

Women

Communications

NCR NACCFL, 
NCDB, NEFSCUN, 
Nepal

JCCU

Japan

Ramallah,
Palestine

Thailand and 
Japan

Bangkok,
Thailand

Jakarta,
Indonesia

Kunming,
China

Pune, India

Antalya,
Turkey

Japan

Kuala
Lumpur,
Malaysia

Kathmandu,
Nepal

ICA-AP

ICA-AP

27 July to 
9 August

15-17
September

16
September 
to 14 
October

17-20
September

30
September 
to 3 October

8-12
October

5-6
November

8-13
November

23
Novemeber 
to 6
December

1-3
December

14-15
December

Started in 
July, still 
continuing

January to 
December
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Board Members

Annexure - II

Mr. Li Chunsheng
CHAIRPERSON
Vice President, All China Federation of Supply &
Marketing Coops
45 Fu Xing Men Nei Street
Beijing-10080, China
Email: chinacoop@acfsms.coop

Dr. Chandra Pal Singh Yadav
VICE CHAIRPERSON
President, National Co-operative Union of India,
3, Siri institutional Area 
New Delhi -110016, India 
Email: ncuipresident@gmail.com

Mr. H .A .M . Nurudin Halid
VICE CHAIRPERSION
President, DEKOPIN
(The Indonesian Coop Council)
Raya Pasar Minggu No. 97-B 
Jakarta Selatan-12520, Indonesia 
Email: ratidekopin@yahoo.com

Mr. Akira Banzai
PRESIDENT
Central Union of Agricultural Coops 
(JA-ZENCHU)
1-3-1 Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo 1006837, Japan
Email: kokusai.s@zenchu-ja.or.jp

Mr. W on-B yung Choi
CHAIRMAN
National Agricultural Co-operative Federation 
75, Chungjeong-ro, l-Ga, Jung-Ku,
Seoul City 100707, Rep. of Korea 
Email: nacfico@nonghyup.com

Dato Hj. Abdul Fattah Hj. Abdullah
PRESIDENT
Malaysian National Co-operative Movement 
(ANGKASA)
Wisma Ungku A. Aziz, jalan SS S/3,
Kelana Jaya 46798 Petaling Jaya,
Selangor, Malaysia
Email: dato.fatah@angkasa.coop

M s. D ivina C. Quem i
CHAIRPERSON
National Confederation of Coops (NATCCO) 
227, J.P Rizal Street, Project-4 
Quezon City-1109,
Philippines
Email: jrebron75@yahoo.com.ph

Mr. Chan Tee Seng
CHAIRMAN
Singapore National Co-operative Federation 
510 Thomson Road,
12-02, SLF Building,
Singapore-298135
Email: chants@ntucfirstcampus.com

Mr. Lalith  A. Peiris
PRESIDENT
National Co-operative Council of Sri Lanka 
455 Galle Road 
Colombo-3, Sri Lanka 
Email: chairman@coopinsu.com

Mr. V itoon N aew panit
CHAIRMAN
Co-operative League of Thailand 
13, Pichai Road, Dusit 
Bangkok-10300. Thailand.
Emaihgreen.clt@gmail.com

Mr. Dao Xuan Can
PRESIDENT
Vietnam Co-operative Alliance 
Duong Dinh Nghe Street 
Yen Hoa Ward, Cau Giay District 
Hanoi, Vietnam
Email: thuhangvca@yahoo.com

Dr. Sukesh Zam w ar (Youth Representative)
CHIEF MANAGING DIRECTOR
Buldana Urban Co-operative Credit Society
(BUCCS)
Sahakar Setu, Hutatma Gore Path,
Karaja Chowk, Buldana-443001
Maharashtra, India
Email: kanishkasukesh@yahoo.co.in
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Annexure - III

Sector and Thematic Committees

Agriculture
Comm ittee

Consumer
Comm ittee

Co-operative
Research

Credit and
Banking
Comm ittee

Forestry
Comm ittee

Mr. K.Srinivasa 
Gowda

Mr. Hajme Haguchi

Mr. Ashok Kumar 
Taneja

Mr. Haruyoshi Amano 

Mr. Poh Leong Sim 

Mr. D.S.K. Pathirana 

Ms. Yuki Nishimoto

Dr.G.N. Saxena 

Mr. Akira Kurimoto

Mr. Ashok Kumar 
Taneja

Mr. Shivadasan Nair 

Ms. Divina C. Quemi 

Mr. K. Kukreja

Mr. Shigeyoshi Satoh 

Mr. K.G. Wankhade

Mr. Ashok Kumar 
Taneja

Chairperson, 
Board member

Vice
Chairperson,
Executive
Director

Secretary

Chair person 

Vice Chairperson 

Vice Chairperson 

Secretary

Chairperson 

Vice Chairperson

Secretary

Chairperson 

Vice Chairperson 

Secretary

Chairman,
President

Vice Chairman

Secretary

Indian Farmers Fertiliser 
Cooperative Ltd. (IFFCO)

Central Union of Agriculture 
Coops(JA-Zenchu)

International Co-operative 
Alliance - Asia and Pacific

JCCU, Japan

NCCF, India

COOPFED, Sri Lanka

International Co-operative 
Alliance - Asia and Pacific

IFFCO, India

Consumer Co-operative Institute 
of Japan

International Co-operative 
Alliance - Asia and Pacific

NACARD

NATCCO, Philippines

International Co-operative 
Alliance - Asia and Pacific

National Federation of 
Forest owners' Co-operative 
Associations

Indian farm Forestry 
Development Co-operatives Ltd. 
(IFFDC)

International Co-operative 
Alliance - Asia and Pacific
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Gender
Comm ittee

HRD Comm ittee

University/
Campus
Committee

Youth Committee

Ms. Mashako Shimbo

Ms. Maria Elena 
Canda Limocon

Ms. Savitri Singh

Dr. Dinesh

Mr. Jose Romeo B. 
Ebron

Mr. K.
Sethumadhavan 

Prof. Furuta

Prof. Park

Dr. Azian

R Santosh Kumar

Chairperson 

Vice Chair

Secretary

Chairperson

Vice Chairperson

Secretary

Chairperson

Vice Chairperson

Vice Chairperson 

Secretary

Prof. Zenaida S. Diola Co-Secretary

Prof. Yashwantha 
Dong re

Co-Secretary

Dr. Sukesh Zamwar Chairperson

Mr. Ahsan Ali Thakur Vice Chairperson

Mr. Ukwaththa 
Liyanage Udaya 
Prabath

P Santosh Kumar

Vice Chairperson

Secretary

JCCU, Japan

Women's representative to 
NATCCO board, AWCF

International Co-operative 
Alliance - Asia and Pacific

National Cooperative Union of 
India (NCUl)

National Confederation of 
Cooperatives (NATCCO)

International Co-operative 
Alliance - Asia and Pacific

National Federation of University 
Co-operative Association, Japan

Korea University Cooperative 
federation (KUCF)

ANGKASA Malaysia

International Co-operative 
Alliance - Asia and Pacific

Metro manlia Federation of 
Consumers Co-operatives, 
Philippines

University of Mysore, India

Association Of Asian 
Confederation of credit unions 
(ACCU)

Karachi Cooperative housing 
Societies Union Ltd. (KCHSU)

Consumers Co-operatives 
Societies federation of Sri Lanka 
Ltd. (COOPFED)

International Cooperative 
Alliance - Asia and Pacific
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Annexure - IV

Members in Asia & Pacific - 2015
Contact Details

AUSTRALIA

Mr. Greg Wall
Chief Executive Officer 
Capricorn Society Limited (CSL)
28, Troode Street
West Perth, WA-6005, Australia
E-mail: greg.wall@capricorn.coop

Ms. Brianna Peake
Government & Industry Relations 
Manager, Cooperative Bulk 
Handling Ltd. (CBH Group)
Gayfer House, 30, Delhi Street,
West Perth, 6005-Western 
Australia.
E-mail: Brianna.Peake@cbh.com. 
au

BANGLADESH  

Mr. RafiquI Islam
Director (International) Bangladesh 
Jatiya Samabaya Union (BJSLI) 
Samabaya Bank Sadan 9/D, 
Motijheel Commercial Area,
7"’ Floor, Dhaka -1000, Bangladesh. 
E-mail: rafiq.bp@gmail.com & bjsu. 
ch@gmail.com

BHUTAN

Mr. Choni Dendup
Officiating Director 
Department of Agricultural 
Marketing & Coops (DAMC)
Ministry of Agriculture and Forests 
Lower Motithang, Thongsel Lam 
Thimphu, Bhutan.
E-mail: cdendup@moaf.gov.bt 
cc: Ms. Tshering Wangmo, Chief 
Marketing Officer, Cooperatives 
Development Division.
E-mail: twangmo@moaf.gov.bt

CHINA
Mr. Wang Benhe
Director General, International
Cooperation Department
All China Federation of Handicraft
& Industrial Coops
22-B, Fuwai Street, Xicheng District
Beijing-100833, China.
E-mail: cnlightind@163.com

Mr. Li Chunsheng
Vice President
All China Federation of Supply & 
Marketing Coops (ACFSMC)
45, Fu Xing Men Nei Street Beijing- 
100801, China.
E-mail: coopchina@qq.com 
cc: Mr. Zhang Wangshu, Director, 
International Dept.
E-mail: zhangwangshu@china. 
coop

Mr. Jose Bascon
Chief Executive Officer 
Coop Global Sourcing Ltd. (CGS) 
11'  ̂Floor, Nikos Plaza No. 528 
Hongxu Road S 
hanghai-201103, China.
E-mail: contact@coopgs.com

Mr. Yuanlin Zhang
Executive Secretary 
International Committee for the 
Promotion of Chinese Industrial 
Co-operatives (ICCIC)
Apt. 805, Building 3, Jilijiayuan, No.
20, Shaoyaoju, Chao Yang District 
Beijing-100029, China.
E-mail: gungho1939@163.com

IN D IA

Dr. Sukesh Zamwar
Chief Managing Director 
Buldana Urban Cooperative Credit 
Society (BUCCS)
Sahakar Setu, Hutatma Gore Path, 
Karaja Chowk, Buldana-443001, 
Maharashtra.
E-mail: kanishkasukesh@yahoo. 
CO.in
Dr. Bhagwati Prasad
Vice Chairman, Cooperative House 
Building & Finance Corporation Ltd. 
(Sahakari Awas-Nirman Evam Vitt 
Nigam Ltd.)
6, Sarojini Naidu Marg, Lucknow- 
226001.
E-mail: bhagwatiprasad47@gmail. 
com

Mr. Guru Prasad Tripathi
Chairman, Indian Farm Forestry

Development Coop Ltd. (IFFDC) 
FMDI, IFFCO Colony, Sector-17-B 
Gurgaon-122001.
E-mail: iffdcchairman@gmail.com 
cc: Mr. S.R Singh, CE, IFFDC.
E-mail: iffdcchairman@gmail.com

Dr. U.S. Awasthi
Managing Director, Indian Farmers 
Fertilizer Cooperative Ltd. (IFFCO) 
"IFFCO SADAN"
C-1, District Center, Saket 
New Delhi-110017.
E-mail: mdoffice@iffco.in
cc: Mr. Tarun Bhargava, Dy. General
Manager (CR)
E-mail: tarunbhargava@iffco.in

Mr. N. Sambaslva Rao
Managing Director
Krishak Bharati Cooperative Ltd.
(KRIBHCO)
A-10, Sector-1, Noida-201301 
E-mail: nsrao@kribhco.net & 
mdoffice@kribhco.net

Mr. Ram Subhag Singh
Managing Director 
National Agricultural Coop 
Marketing Federation of India 
Limited (NAFED)
"NAFED House",
1 Siddhartha Enclave, Ring Road, 
Ashram Chowk, New Delhi-110014. 
E-mail: mdcell@nafed.nic.in

Mr. K. K. Ravindran
Managing Director 
National Cooperative Agriculture 
and Rural Development Banks' 
Federation Ltd (NAFCARD)
701 (7«' Floor), A-Wing,
BSELTech ParkVashi,
Navi Mumbai-400703.
E-mail: nafcard.org@gmail.com

Mr. Ashok Kumar Jain
Managing Director
National Cooperative Consumers'
Federation Ltd. (NCCF)
92, Deepali Building, 5"' Floor,
Nehru Place, New Delhi-110019. 
E-mail: nccf@rediffmail.com
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Ms. Vasudha Mishra
Managing Director 
National Coop Development 
Corporation (NCDC)
4, Siri Institutional Area, Khelgaon 
Marg, New Delhi-110016 
E-mail: mdncdc@ncdc.in

Dr. Chandra Pal Singh Yadav
President, National Cooperative 
Union of India (NCUl)
3, Siri Institutional Area,
Khelgaon Marg, New Delhi-110016. 
E-mail: ncuipresident@gmail.com 
cc: Dr. Dinesh, Chief Executive, 
E-mail: dineshncui(5)india.coop

Mr. T.C. Gautam
General Manager 
National Federation of Farmers 
Procurement, Processing & 
Retailing Coops of India Limited 
(NACOF)
A-25/19-A,l='Floor,
Sujan Singh Building, Middle Circle, 
Connaught Place,
New Delhi-110001 
E-mail: nacof.ltd@gmail.com

Mr. B.K. Mishra
Managing Director
National Federation of Fishermen’s
Coops Ltd (FISHCOPFED)
7-A, Sarita Vihar Institutional Area 
New Delhi-110076,
E-mail: bimalkl234@hotmail.com

Mr. Bhima Subrahmanyam
Managing Director
National Federation of State Coop
Banks Ltd. (NAFSCOB)
J.K. Chamber, St” Floor, Plot No. 75, 
Sector 17, Vashi,
Navi Mumbai-400703.
E-mail: nafscob@nafscob.org

IN DO NESIA

Mr. H.A.M. Nurdin Halid
President, DEKOPIN
(The Indonesian Coop Council)
Jl. Raya Pasar Minggu No.97-B 
Jakarta Selatan-12520, Indonesia. 
E-mail: ratihdekopin@yahoo.com 
cc: Mr. Ilham Nasai, Manager for 
International Relations 
E-mail: ilhamnasai@gmail.com

IRAN

Mr. Hossein Safaei
Managing Director

Central Organization for Rural 
Cooperatives (CORC)
1813, Valli-e-Asr-Avenue 
PO. Box 14155-6569 
Tehran-15948, Iran.
E-mail: corc.news@chmail.ir 
cc : Ms. Maryam Nemati, Head of 
International Affairas.
E-mail: m_nemati83@yahoo.com

Mr. Saeid Soltani Sarvestani
Managing Director, Central Union 
of Iran Animal Farmers (CUIAF)
No. 12, Azin Alley, Vesal Shirazi St. 
p.c. = 1417843511, Tehran, Iran. 
E-mail: damdaraniran@yahoo.com

Mr. S.Y. Moosavi
Foreign Commerce Manager 
Central Union of Rural Agricultural 
Coops of Iran 78, North Felestin 
Avenue, P.O. Box 14155-6413, 
Tehran-15948, Iran.
E-mail: trade@trocairan.com & 
yadi_moosavi@yahoo.com

Mr. Bahman Abdollahi
Chairman, Iran Central Chamber of 
Cooperatives (ICC)
No.83, Sehpabod Gharany Avenue 
Tehran, Iran.
E-mail: int@icccoop.ir
cc: Mr. M.K. Mohamadi, Expert of
International Affairs
E-mail: moh2icc@yahoo.com

Mr. A. Khalili
President, Iranian Vegetable Oil 
Industry Association & Farda Coop 
(FARDA Coop),
No. 399, West Taleghani Street 
Felestin Square, Tehran, Iran. 
E-mail: ivoia@ivoi.ir

Dr. Ali Tarazi
Commercial & International Affairs 
Manager, Pishgaman Kavir Yazd 
Cooperative Company (PKYCC) 
Opposite of Yazd TCI,
Pishgaman Building,
Sadoghi Blvd., Yazd, Iran.
E-mail: taraziali@yahoo.co.uk

Mr. Banar Rahmatolah
Chairperson
Supervision and Coordination 
Central Union of Rural and 
Agricultural Cooperatives (SCURA) 
4"' Floor, No. 518, North Felestin St. 
Tehran, Iran.
E-mail: info@scura.ir
cc: Mr. S.Y. Moosavi. E-mail: yadi_
moosavi@yahoo.com

Mr. Faiiaz Qued
Head of International Division 
Tose'e Ta'avon Bank (TT Bank) 
No.271, Next to LG Company,
Before Alborz St., Mirdamad Blv. 
Tose'e Ta'avon Bank 1918934351 - 
Tehran, Iran.
E-mail: qaed@ttbank.ir & int@ 
ttbank.ir

ISRAEL

Mr. Ofer Feinstein
Chief Executive Officer Coop Israel
19, Hagana Street, P.O. Box-24092 
Jerusalem-97851, Israel.
E-mail: ddjaoui@israel.coop

Ms. Maya Shafir
Cooperative Coordinator,
The Kibbutz Movement
13 Leonardo Da Vinci Street 
Tel Aviv 61400, Israel.
E-mail: maya@tkz.co.il

JAPAN

Mr. Choe Okuno
President, Central Union of 
Agricultural Coops (JA-ZENCHU)
1 -3-1, Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo 100-6837, Japan.
E-mail: kokusai.s@zenchu-ja.or.jp 
cc: Mr. Kenki Maeda, Manager, Int'l 
Cooperation Division 
E-mail: maeda-kenki@zenchu-ja.or.jp

Mr. K. Kawaguchi
Managing Director 
lE-NO-HIKARI Association 
(Association for Education & 
Publications on Agril Coops)
11, Funagawara-ku, Ichigaya, 
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, Japan.
E-mail: ty.kubono@ienohikari.or.jp

Mr. Sumikazu Ito
Senior Managing Director 
Japan Cooperative Insurance 
Association (JCIA)
Lilac Sanei Building, 1=' Floor
23-1, Saneo-cho, Shinjuku-ku 
Tokyo-160 0008, Japan.
E-mail: ito@jcia.or.jp
cc: Mr. Akie Komiya, Dy. Manager,
Research & Study Dept.
E-mail: akie@jcia.or.jp

Mr. Yuzo Nagato
President & Chief Executive Officer 
Japanese Workers' Cooperative 
Union (JWCU)
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1 -44-3, 7"' Floor, 
Higashi-lkebukuro, Toshima-ku 
Tokyo 170-0013, Japan.
E-mail: o-nakano@roukyou.gr.jp

Mr. KatsumI Asada
President, Japanese Consumers' 
Cooperative Union (JCCU)
Coop Plaza, 3-29-8, Shibuya, 
Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 150-8913, 
Japan.
E-mail: kokusai@jccu.coop
cc: Mr. Haruyoshi Amano, Manager,
International Dept.
E-mail: haruyoshi.amano@jccu. 
coop

Dr. Takasaki Fujiwara
President,
Japanese Health and Welfare Coop 
Federation (HeW Coop)
Sanken Building, 4"' floor
3-25-1, Hyakunin-cho,
Shinjuku-ku
Tokyo-169-0073, Japan.
E-mail: hk_t@hew.coop

Mr. Kimito Nakae
President, National Association of 
Labour Banks(NALB)
5-15, Kanda-Surugadai,
Chiyoda-Ku
Tokyo-1010062, Japan.
E-mail; koho@k.rokinbank.or.jp 
cc: Mr. Yuki Yamaji, International 
Dept.
E-mail: yuki_yamaji@k.rokinbank. 
or.jp

Mr. Hitomi Narikiyo
President
National Federation of Agricultural 
Cooperative Associations 
(ZEN-NOH), 8-3, Otemachi,
1 -chome, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo 100-0004, Japan.
E-mail: kagata-kenichi@zennoh. 
or.jp

Mr. Hiroshi Kishi
President
National Federation of Fisheries 
Cooperative Association 
(ZENGYOREN), Coop Building,
7''’ Floor, 1-1-12, Uchikanda, 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101 -8503, 
Japan.
E-mail: kokusai-gyosei@r6.dion. 
ne.jp
cc : Mr. Makoto Sasuga, Manager, 
Fishery Policy Dept.

E-mail: m-sasuga@zengyoren. 
jf-net.ne.jp

Mr. Shigeyoshi Satoh
President
National Federation of Forest 
Owners' Cooperative Associations 
(ZENMORI), Coop Building, 8"’ Floor, 
1 -1 -12, Unchikanda, Chiyoda-ku, 
Tokyo 101 -0047, Japan.
E-mail: t_sasaki@zenmori.org

Prof. Motoo Furuta
General Director & Chief Executive 
Officer
National Federation of University 
Coop Associations (NFUCA) 
Daigaku Seikyo Kaikan Building
3-30-22, Wada, Suginemi-ku,
Tokyo 166-8532, Japan.
E-mail: nfuca@univcoop.or.jp 
cc: Ms. Yuki Matsuoka,
International Relations Officer 
E-mail: matsuoka.yk2@ 
fc.univcoop.or.jp

Mr. Hiroshi Nakaseko
President
National Federation of Workers and 
Consumers Insurance Cooperatives 
(ZENROSAI)
2-12-10, Yoyogi, Shibuya-ku,
Tokyo 151-8571, Japan.
E-mail: fujii_kanae@zenrosai.coop

Mr. Kotaro Ichimura
Chairman
National Mutual Insurance 
Federation of Agricultural 
Cooperatives (ZENKYOREN),
JA Kyosai Building
2-7-9, Hirakawa-cho, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo 102-8630, Japan.
E-mail: ta-omatsu@ja-kyosai.or.jp

Mr. Ichiroh Tomike
Managing Director
The Japan Agricultural News
(Nihon-Nogyo-Shimbun)
2-3, Akihabara, Taito-ku,
Tokyo 110-8722, Japan.
E-mail: tomike.ichiroh@agrinews. 
co.jp

Mr. Yukiharu Machida
General Manager
CSR Promotion Department
Coordination Division
The Norinchukin Bank
(Central Coop Bank for Agriculture
& Forestry)

1 -13-2, Yurakucho, Chiyoda-ku, 
Tokyo 100-8420, Japan.
E-mail: nochubank-csrpd@ 
nochubank.or.jp

KAZAKHSTAN

Mr. Khasbulat Ashlyayev
President
Union of Consumer Societies 
57, Tole bi Street 050000-Almaty, 
Kazakhstan.
E-mail: kazcoop@mail.ru 

KOREA

Mr. Keum-Ja Lee
President, Dure Consumers' 
Cooperative Union (DCCU)
4"' Floor, KT Telecop Building,
291 Gamasan-ro, Guro-gu 
Seoul 252-704, Rep. of Korea. 
E-mail: coop@dure-coop.or.kr 
cc: Mr. Hyun-Ho Choi,
General Manager
E-mail: dure_chh@dure-coop.or.kr 

Ms. Inja Park
Chairperson, iCOOP Solidarity of 
Consumer Coops (iCOOP Korea)
3"’ Floor, Yeongdeungpo-ro 62-gil 1 
Yeongdeungpo-gu, Seoul,
Republic of Korea.
E-mail: icoopkorea@gmail.com 
cc; Ms. Juhee Lee,
External Cooperation Team 
E-mail: juhee43@gmail.com

Mr. Jong Baek Shin
President, Korean Federation of 
Community Credit Coops (KFCCC)
20, Bongeunsaro 114-gil, 
Gangnam-gu
Seoul 135-538, Republic of Korea. 
E-mail; bogwi.kim@kfcc.co.kr

Mr. Im-Kweon Kim
President, Korean National 
Federation of Fisheries Coops 
(KNFFC)
11-6, Songpa-Gu,
Shin-Cheon Dong 
Seoul 138-730, Republic of Korea 
E-mail; ycs@suhyup.co.kr 
cc: Mr. Kwang Bum Park,
Secretary General 
E-mail: iktus70@naver.com

Mr. Sang Jin Park
President, Korea University 
Cooperative Federation (KUCF)
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2"“' Floor, 161 -16, Hyehwa-Dong, 
Jongno-gu Seoul,
Republic of Korea.
E-mail; univcoopkr@gmail.com

Mr. Won Byung Choi
Chairman, National Agricultural 
Cooperative Federation (NACF)
75-1 -ka, Chungjeong-ro, Jung-ku 
Seoul City 100-707,
Republic of Korea.
E-mail: nacfico@nonghyup.com 
cc: Mr. Gwangseog Hong, Senior 
Manager, 1C Office 
E-mail; tonihong@hanmail.net

Dr. Chul-Sang Moon
Chairman and President 
National Credit Union Federation of 
Korea (NACUFOK)
949, Dunsan-dong, Seo-ku,
Daejeon Metropolitan City 
302-868, Republic of Korea.
E-mail; nacufok@cu.co.kr

Mr. Seek Hyung Lee
Chairperson, National Forestry 
Cooperatives Federation (NFCF)
166 Seokchonhosu-Gil, Songpa-Gu 
Seoul 138-880, Republic of Korea. 
E-mail; support@nfcf.or.kr 
cc; Mr. Sang Hoon Lee,
Assistant Manager 
E-mail; arcam@daum.net

KUW AIT

Dr. Saad Mubarak Naser Alshabo
Chairman, Union of Consumer 
Cooperative Societies (UCCS) 
Hawally, Bloc 97, Othman Street 
4«’ Ring Road, P.O. Box 1836 
Safat-13019, Kuwait.
E-mail; info@kuccs.com.kw

M ALAYSIA

Prof Madya Dr. Abdul Rahman bin 
Abdul Razak Shaik
Director, Cooperative College of 
Malaysia (CCM)
103, Jalan Templer 46700 Petaling 
Jaya Selangor Darul Ehsan, 
Malaysia.
E-mail; rahmanshaik@mkm.edu.my 
cc; Ms. Zarina, Coordinator, 
International Programs 
E-mail; zarinatun@mkm.edu.my

Dato Hj. Abdul Fattah Hj. Abdullah
President, Malaysian National 
Cooperative Movement (ANGKASA),

Wisma Ungku A. Aziz, Jalan SS 6/1, 
Kelana Jaya 47301 Petaling Jaya, 
Selangor, Malaysia.
E-mail; international@angkasa. 
coop
cc; Mr. Nasir Khan Yahaya, CEO. 
E-mail; nasir@angkasa.coop

Datuk B. Sahadevan
Managing Director
National Land Finance Cooperative
Society Ltd. (NLFCS)
10"' Floor, Wisma Tun Sambanthan,
2 Jalan Sulaiman 
Kuala Lumpur-50100, Malaysia. 
E-mail; datuksaha@nlfcs.com.my

M ALDIVES

Mr. Abdulla Shakir
Secretary General, Maldives 
Fishermen's Association (MFA)
4* Floor, Gaadhoo Building 
Boduthakurufaanu Magu, 
Male-20012, Republic of Maldives. 
E-mail; abdullashakir@gmail.com

M O NG O LIA

Mr. Enkhbold Nyamaa
Chairman, Mongolian National 
Cooperative Alliance (MNCA)
# 603, Government Building 11, 
Chingeltei District 
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.
E-mail; mnca@mongolia.coop

Mr. Sumiyabazar. D
President,
National Association of Mongolian 
Agricultural Coops-NAMAC 
Peace Avenue 18A/1 Bayanzurkh 
District Ulaanbaatar-49, Mongolia. 
E-mail; info@namac.coop 
cc; Ms. D. Byambatseren, Manager 
of International Affairs 
E-mail; byambatseren@namac. 
coop

M YAN M A R

Mr. Khin Maung Aye
Chairman, Central Cooperative 
Society Limited (CCS)
Cooperative Business Center 
Junction of Sayasan & New 
University Avenue Road 
Bahan Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
E-mail; ccscencoop@ccsmyanmar. 
com

NEPAL

Mr. K.B. Upreti
Managing Director, National 
Cooperative Bank Limited (NCBL) 
GPO 8975, EPC No. 2711, Kupandol, 
Lalitpur, Nepal.
E-mail; info@coopbank.com.np

Mr. Saroj Kumar Sharma
Co-chairman, National Cooperative 
Development Board (NCDB) 
Pulchowk, Lalitpur, Nepal.
E-mail; coopdesk@gmail.com

Mr. Keshav Prasad Badal
Chairman, National Cooperative 
Federation of Nepal (NCF) 
Pulchowk, Lalitpur, Nepal.
E-mail; ncf@wlink.com.np

Mr. Rudra Bhattarai
General Manager
Nepal Agricultural Coop Central
Federation (NACCF)
Kupandole Height Lalitpur, Nepal. 
E-mail; rudra.bhattarai@naccfl. 
org.np

NEW  ZEALAND

Mr. Ian Macintosh
Chief Executive Officer 
Cooperative Business New Zealand 
(CBNZ)
Level 3, 25 Teed Street Auckland, 
Newmarket-1149, New Zealand. 
E-mail; ian.macintosh@nz.coop

PAKISTAN

Mr. Mohammad Sharif Bhaiji
Managing Director
Karachi Coop Housing Societies
Union Ltd. (KCHSU)
SNPA-15, Shaheed-E-Millat Road 
Karachi-74800, Pakistan.
E-mail; sharif_bhaiji@outlook.com 
cc; Ms. Errum Sharif Bhaiji, 
Executive Women Wing.
E-mail; errum99@hotmail.com

PALESTINE

Mr. Mahmoud Hussein
Chairperson of the Board 
Economic & Social Development 
Center of Palestine (ESDC) 
AI-Bireh-AI-Balou Opposite 
Ministry of Women's Affairs 
Post Box 4518, West Bank, 
Palestine.
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E-mail: info@esdc-pal.org 
cc: Mr. Akram Al-Taher,
Executive Director 
E-mail: altaher@esdc-pal.org

PAPUA NEW  GUINEA

Mr. Roger Kilembe
Registrar, Office of Cooperative 
Societies (OCS-PNG)
P.O. Box 1214 Boroko, National 
Capital District Papua New Guinea. 
E-mail: Gabriel.Paita@dci.gov.pg & 
gabbypaita@gmail.com

P H IL IP P IN E S  

Mr. Felix Borja
Secretary General, Cooperative 
Union of the Philippines (CUP)
CUP Building, Roces Avenue Corner 
Mother Ignacia Street 
Ouezon City, Philippines.
E-mail: lexcup@gmail.com 
cc: Nancy F. Marquez, 
Administrative and Finance Officer 
E-mail: nfmarquez@yahoo.com

Ms. Sylvia 0. Paraguya
Chief Executive Officer 
National Confederation of Coops 
Inc. (NATCCO)
227 J.P. Rizal Street, Project-4 
Quezon City-1109, Philippines. 
E-mail: ceo@natcco.coop

Mr. Hamilcar Rutaquio
Chairperson, Philippine Cooperative 
Center (PCC)
90 Balete Drive Extension,
Brgy. Kristong Hari 
Quezon City, Philippines.
E-mail: hrutaquio@me.com 
cc: Ms. Elsie A. Remonte, OIC GM. 
E-mail: elsie_remonte@yahoo.com

Ms. Renia C. Salinas
Chief Executive Officer 
Cooperative Federation & 
Development Center 
(VICTO National)
59 Street, Beverly Hills,
Lahug Cebu City, Philippines. 
E-mail: rcsalinas@victonational. 
coop

Mr. Christie Rowena C. Plantilla
Chief Executive Officer 
Federation of Peoples' Sustainable 
Development Coop 
Rm.7A Future Point Plaza 3,

111 Panay Avenue, Quezon City, 
Metro Manila, Philippines.
E-mail: fpsdc@ymail.com 
cc: Ms. Madeliene E. Aguila, 
Institution Building Program Officer 
E-mail: fpsdc.1998@gmail.com

SINGAPORE

Ms. Dolly Goh
Chief Executive Officer 
Singapore National Cooperative 
Federation Ltd. (SNCF)
510 Thomson Road, #12-02,
SLF Building, Singapore-298135. 
E-mail: dollygoh@sncf.org.sg

SRI LANKA

Mr. Navindra Liyanaarachchi
Chief Executive Officer/General 
Manager, Federation of Thrift & 
Credit Coop Societies (SANASA) 
45/90, Nawala Road, Narahenpita 
Colombo-5, Sri Lanka.
E-mail: ceo@sanasafederation.com

Mr. Sarath Vidana Pathirana
Chairperson, Kotikawatta Thrift and 
Credit Co-op Society Ltd-KTCCS 
230/A, Avissawella Road 
Kitakawatta, Angoda, Sri Lanka. 
E-mail: ruwansitu@gmail.com

Mr. W. Lalith A. Peiris
President, National Cooperative 
Council of Sri Lanka (NCC) 
'Cooperative House', 455 Galle 
Road, Colombo-3, Sri Lanka.
E-mail: nccsec@sltnet.lk 
cc: Dr. Sunil Silva, General 
Manager/CEO 
E-mail: accdc@sltnet.lk

Mr. M.P. Premasiri Perera
Secretary
National Fisheries Federation (NFF) 
New Secretariat, Maligawatta 
Colombo-10, Sri Lanka.
E-mail: chmn@slbfe.lk & 
drrajsenaratne@hotmail.com

Mr. Sunanda Kaiyapperuma
Director General
National Institute of Cooperative 
Development (NICD) Polgolla, 
Kandy, Sri Lanka.
E-mail: nicd.edu@gmail.com

Mr. D.S.K. Pathirana
Chief Executive Officer & General

Manager, Sri Lanka Consumer 
Cooperative Societies Federation 
(COOPFED), No. 11, Saunders Place, 
Colombo-12, Sri Lanka.
E-mail: coopfed@sol.lk

THAILAND

Ms. Elenita V. San Roque
Chief Executive Officer 
Association of Asian Confederation 
of Credit Unions (ACCU)
8“' Floor, U-Tower Building, No. 411, 
Srinakarin Road, Suanluang 
Bangakok-10250, Thailand.
E-mail: accumail@aaccu.coop

Mr. Nakorn Tangavirapat
Executive Director 
Cooperative League of Thailand 
(CLT)
13, Pichai Road, Dusit, Bangkok- 
10300, Thailand.
E-mail: clt@clt.or.th
cc: Mr. Phanuwat Wanraway, Chief
of International Affairs
E-mail: green.clt@gmail.com

VANUATU

Mr. Joseph Ridley
Acting Director/Registrar 
Office of Registrar of Cooperatives 
and Business Development 
Services (ORCBDS) Monfort Street, 
George Pompidou, PMB-9032 
Port Vila, Vanuatu.
E-mail: rjoseph@vanuatu.gov.vu

VIETN AM

Mr. Dao Xuan Can
President
Vietnam Cooperative Alliance (VCA) 
Duong Dinh Nghe Street, Yen Hoa 
Ward, Cau Giay District Hanoi, 
Vietnam.
E-mail: dunglegan@gmail.com

Mr. Nguyen Tien Quan
President, Vietnam National 
Industrial, Handicraft and 
Commercial Coop Enterprises 
Association (ViCCA)
No. 149, Giang Vo Street,
Dong Da District
Hanoi City-10000, Vietnam.
E-mail: vicca.office@gmail.com 
cc: Mr. Hoang Nghia Trung, In 
charge of International Relations. 
E-mail: trungvca@gmail.com
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