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PREFACE.

IN the following pages we publish the report of the

proceedings of the Seventh International Co-operative

Congress.

The lively interest which was cvinced in the
English Edition of the Report of the Sixth Congress
of our Alliance, held in Budapest, leads us to hope that
the present volume will be welcomed by many English-

speaking Co-operators.

Contrary to our former method of publication,
the reports furnisiicd under the auspices of the Congress
"upon the status of the co-operative movement in the
different countries, are not on this occasion included in
this volume. As most of these reports have, by now,
been outstripped by more recent statistics, we intend tc
bring them up to date and to publish them, before

long, as a separate volume. .

THE EXecuTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE
INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE ALLIANCE.
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THE INTERNATIONAL GO-OPERATIVE ALLIANGE

TOUNDED IN ISWS,

Offices: 6. BLOOMSBURY SQUARE. LONDON, W.C.
Hon. Prestdent : Ricut Hox. EarL Grey, P.C.,
Governor General of the Dominion of Canada.
Chatyman : W. MAxXWELL, ].P.

Exccutive Committec.
Chasrman : ANEURIN WiLLIAMS.  Treasurcr : D. MCINNES.
Hon. Secretary @ J. C. Gray.
Members of the Commitice : 'W. MaxwrrL, H. VIVIAN.

Central Committee
(At the close of the Congress).

AUSTRIA .. ..Ludwig Exner, Engelbert Kessler,
Dr. B. Karpeles.

Beiciom .. ..Louis RBertrand, Alfred Micha, Victor
Serwy.

DENMARK .. ..M. P. Blem, H. E. Svend Haogsbro.

France .. ..R. Barré, E. de Bovve, Prof. Charles

Gide, L. Héliés, E.” Ladousse, Comte
de Rocquigny.

GERMANY .. . Kgl Okonomierat Caspers, A, von Elm,
Hemrich Kaufmann, Heinrich Lorenz,
“M. Radestock.

HuNGARY .. ..Count Joseph Mailith.

ItALy .. ..H. E. Luigi Luzzatti, Antonio Maff,
Dr. G. Rainer.

NeTHERLANDS  ..Dr. A, E. Elias, G. J. ). C. Goedhart.

RouMANIA .. ..J. G. Duca.

Russia .. ..Colonel Gérébiatieff.

SERVIA .. .. Michel Avramovitch.

SPAIN .. ..J. Salas Anton.

SWEDEN .. ..G. H. von Koch.

SWITZERLAND ..Dr. Hans Miiller, Dr. R. Kiindig.

Unitep Kingpom..J. C. Gray, W. Maxwell, D. Mclnnes,
A H. Vivian, Ancurin Williams.
UNITED STATES ..]James Rhodes.

Secretary : Miss J. HALFORD.
" Profit-Sharing Committee.

Prof. V. Bohmert.  A. Micha. De¢ Boyve.
. Deans. Duc de Monteleon. M. Romanet.
. O. Greening. Rev. N. Paine Gilman.  A. Trombert.
D. F. Schloss, N. O. Nelson. L. Buffoli.

-H. W, Wolff, Laroche- Joubert, Prof. Dr. J. F. Schar.
L. Reece. )



LIST OF MEMBERS

OF THE

INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE ALLIANCE

To 31st December, 1907.

AUSTRALIA.
Plummer, John
AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN MONARCILIY.
AUSTRIA.
Aussig. — Aussiger Arbeiterbacketei...
Konsumverein ** Vorwirts

Cilli.—Zadruznn zveza v Celju

Czernowitz. - -Verbaud ruthenischer landwnruchnftl «.her Genm-_

senschaften, **Selanska Kasa” ...
Lemberg. —Zwinzck stowarzysén zarobkowych i goapodarczych
Powszechny 2winzek na wlasnej rmnocy opartych
galicyjskich stowarzyszén zaro k()W)Ch i gospo-
durczvch .
Prague. - -Jednota zalozen v O ech: ‘ch, na Morave a ve glczsku
Reichenberg. — Reichenberger Arheiterbiickerci
Teplitz: Schonau, —Konswmverein
Vienna. - \rbeiter-, Spar- u, )\unsum\uun in I unﬂ)mxs
Erster Allgemeiner Beamtenverein

”"”
. Grosscinkaufsgesellsehaft fur osterreichischer Konsum-
vere Inc ..
" Zentralverband ncqcrmdmch( r l\nmumvcwmc
. Konsumverein ** Vorwarts
HUNGARY.
And.—Aradvamegyei g'udmagl egryesitlet fogyasztdsi és éﬂckcmn
szovetke zete

Budapest.—** Hangya,” a m.q:\ ar gn/daszm ctscg ﬁxgyaszuisl és
értéhesitis smovetkezete

Allvmvasutak. alk+lmazottai fn;,)'nvum v,uvetkezcte

Budapedti kozponti Tejesarnok szovetkezet ...

. Bml.\pun kolesonos segélyzo egylet ..

Onalloan mitkadi hitelszovetkezetek orszagos koteléke

Magyar toldhitelinteézet .

Gazdak biztosith szovetkezete ...

Magyar gazdak vasarcsarnok elliatd szivetkezete

Kishirtokosok orszagos foldhitelintézete

Budapesti itodik keritleti takarékpénatar mint szovet,

Kereszteny szivetkezetek l\nzpontyl

Orszdgos korona takarékpénztar mint szovetl\ezete

Magyar mezigazdik szovetkezete

Orszdgos kizponti kitelszivetkezet

Fivirost takarck‘x‘mtar mint szovetkezet

Magyar koztisztviselok fogyasztisi szivetkezet

Altalanos fogvasztasi szivetkezet

Magyar kolesonés allathiztosito T:irs.'\s:ig

.

. l'vm)r:u\. t rhr« yeiurs

Annual
Suhscription,
£ s d
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1 00
010 0
010 0
010 0
010 0
00 0
010 0
010 0
010 0
0Ol 0
1 00
010 0
010 0
0110 0
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HUNGARY—continued, $ s
Debreczen. —Tiszavidéki hitelszovetkezetek ‘\l)l(‘lt ke 010
Eperjes.—Sarosvarmegyei gazdik fopvasztasi ¢s Crichesita s7u\(l o 14
Hermannstadt. —Verband Raiffeisenseher Genossenschaften N U (U
Kassa, —Kassai fogyasztas szovetkezet - . 010
Kapaosvar. —Sonaogvimepyvar hitelvivetkezetek \7«1\(!\(“. o 10
Krasznabéltelek. — Krasznabéltelki hitelszivetkezet .. 010
Marosvdsarhelyi. -- Maosvasarhelyi ipari hitelvzivetkeret .. 01lo
Yacsi.— Pacsal fogvasatisi ¢s értékesiti szivetkezet R U (T
Satoraljaujhely.— Felsi-Tiszai varmegyék hitelszovetkezeteinek
szovetscge .. .. "1 o
Vacz.—Viéczi iparni és gardasagi lnlclvn\tll\ud . 0 10
Zagreb.—1. Hrvatska ndruga zastolarske i dekorativoe pmuuxh 010
" Verband serbischer landwirthschaftlicher Genossen-
schaften in Oesterreich-Ungan L0
" Firvatska poljodjelska Banka .. . R
HELGIU \l
:\uulm»..——l,t\ Maison du euple ... . .. 1o
Brussels, —Fédération des Sociétés Coopr’ ratives du Pani
Ouvrier belge . v e . o 01
v La Maison du l'cuplc .. 0o
o I’Union Economique ... - . 010
Fechez-Soumagne. —Soriété Coopérative CLE ;,uln £ R Y]
Ghent.— Volksdrukkerij .. o 0o
- Vooruit . 010
. Grand’Leez.— Saciété Coope tive de Grand' Lees U U 1t
Licge. ——Bx\m’m populaire de Liege DU 11
" Féderation des Bangues |m|mlmu o e lkn ..o
Saciété Coopérrive ** La Populnire ™. A 010
]nn( A-Celles.- L Maison du l(\lph o U | I 11
Seraing. - .\m.l(l( Coopdrative ** L'Fualtion P rolétarienne 1
Tournni.  Socicteé Coopérative * La Picvoyante ™ B 010
Waremme. - Société Coopérative ** La fustice ™ L0
. BRITISH SOUTH AVFRICA.
Simon’s Town.---Co-operative Qm.icly N T
Salt River.—Co-operative hocwl) . N 1
Greenfield, Alfred ... VRIS [1)
Hannon, J. ... - L vee e .. Oh
BULGARIA,
Sofia.—Société Coopérative de cunsmnmnlmn ** Bratski Troud " 019
Ivanoff, M. Asscn .. tI0
CANADA,
Hamilton, — Canadian Co-operative Concern U I 1
Desjardins, 1lon, Alphonse ... e 00
CYIRUS.
Bevan, William .. 10
DENMARK.
Aarhus. —Jvdsk andels-foderstoflorretning... .. 016
Copenhagen.—Andclsudvalget ... e 018
. Dansk andels Aegexport ... 016
. Faellesforeningen for Danmarks Brugsﬁ»rcnmgcr 016
- Samwirkende danske Andelsslagterier .. 016
Odcnse —Samwukende danske Andelsmejericr ... .. 016

* F'wo years. t Three years. 1 Newly elcued subscription not )cl re elvrd
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FRANCE.

s d
Albi.—La Verrerie Coopérative ... ... .. .. 010 O
Amiens. —Société Cmplrmve *L'Union" e e 010 0
Angouléme.—La Pa g.;c:ne Coopérative d'Angouldme ... ... 010 0
Besangon. —Société Coopérative des Agents PLLLM. ... ... 010 0
Bessan. —Les Vignerons Paysans de Beasan @ ., . 010 0
Charenton, —Société G;opéuuve * La Solidarité” e ... 010 O
Cherburg.—Saciété Coopérative ** La Fratemelle” ... ... 010 0
Clichy. —Saciété Coopérative * L’Economie Sociale” ... ... 010 0
Cognac. —Société Coopérative de \’1gnemm et Aulculteun .. 010 0
Digue. —Société Cooperative ** L 'Economie 010 0
Grenoble, —Fedération des Sociétés Coopératives de consomma-
tion des employés des chemins de fer I 1. M. oi0 0
Limoges. -~ Soci¢té Coopérative ** L'Union " - . 01000
Lyons. —Socicté Coapliative Agricole du Sud- Ext . 010 0
" Union du Sud-Est des S)udlum 1\5ﬂ¢ulel we 010 0
Maisons-Lafhtte. —** La Maisonnaise " ... . w 010 0
Maraussar .—** L'Union Mumu\:anuue : w 010 0
' *“La Ruche prolétaric e’ L., w. 010 0O
' ‘* 1" Emancipation paysanne " we 010 0
Sociéte Conpérative ** Lex V:gnemm Liltes” ... 010 0
Marseilles. - -Centre fédématif du Crédit populnire en France ... 010 0
Mentone. —Suciété Coapérative la Hanque pnpulalrc . . 010 0
Nantes. --Société Coopertive ** L'Economie” ... . 010 0
' 1 Assuiance ouviicre b
Nimes, - ~Socidré € mpumvc 1 Abeille Mmmse et Qu"dnnté " o 10 0
" * L Labericuse,” Associntion Coopérative des
ouvricres de 'lmprimeric ... . 0l o
Patis, - Barque coop. des Associations ouvricres de prmlm(um 010 0
100

Rounse des Coopératives Sociatistes de Franee
Chambre Corsultative des \ssns, ouvricres de prmhulmn 010 0
Comit¢ Centrale de I'Uiion (,m»lmmuvc des Sociciés

"

(2]
trangaises de consonnation ... . 010 -0
' Fédé ion Natwnale des Coopérativea :\;,ncnles '
frangaises de production et de vente ... . 0100
o Magavin de Gros .y Coopératives de France ... .. 100
' Othice Coopératif d’achats en commun pour les fédcra-
tions et sociétés coopératives de consommation 010 0
- Sociéte des Agriculteurs de France ver 010 0
" Unien Centrale des Syndicats des A.,ncnl!eurs de ance 010 0
" Societé Coupeérative ' La Bellevilleoise”... . 010 0
" . . Hmwm( Cros et Cie (nnctcnnc
maison Leclaire) . - 010 0
" v " “la oopcmuun ‘wcmhs(c 010 0
" " . “ A Famidle”
" " . “ Llmprimerie houv«:llc i 010 0
' " v Sl l,uhn‘,mphne Parisicanc” o n
. . e e Travail” e 0ol o
*LUnlité Socinle . .- 010 0
Puteaux. —Société € oupeﬂlllve **La Revendication” ...
Raviéres.—Société Coopérative ** L' l‘wénmce ” 010 0
Roubaix. —Société Coopérative ** L'Union” 010 0
Saint-Germain-des-Fossés, —Socié'é¢ civile libre des employés
LM L 010 0
Saint-Rémy-sur- Avre. —Socidté Lnupemhw “La l'hllanlhmpnquc o010 0
Sens. —Socicie C ‘oopérative ** 1. 'Lconome’ . .-
Suresnes. —Socidté Coopérative ** 1.'Aleille Suresnoise ” 010 3
(1]

Vizille, — Sacidié Coopérative de consommation ...

¢ Newly elected, subacription not yet recefved.
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GERMANY.

Altenburg —Konsum-u. Productiv- Verein...
Ammendoif.— Konsumverein
Aue i. Erzgeb.—Konsumverein
Augsburg.—Allgemciner Konsumverein
Bant a. &’ —Konsum- u. Sparverein .
Barmen.—Konsumgenossenschaft *“ Vorw dns”
Berlin,—Konsum-Genossenschaft
Bernhuri——All emeiner Konsumv crein
Brandenburg. —Verband der Konsumvereine der Provinz Branden-
burg und der angrenzenden Provinzen und Staaten
Konsumverein ** Vorwiirts”

Bnunschweng —Verbund Mitteldeutscher Konsumvereine
Allgemeiner Konsumverein

Blemcn —Verband Nordwestdentscher Konsumvereine ...

» Konsunmigenossenschaft ** Vorwiirts e

Bremerhaven.— Konsumverein .

Cannstatt-Feuerbach. —Spar- u, Konsumverein

Chemnitz. —Konsumverein Altchemnitz

" Allgemeiner Konsumverein
Cothen i. Anhalt.— Konsumverein ...
, Cosm .—Konsumvereint ...
ﬁwnz.-—l\onsumverem fur Gera-Debschwitz u. Umg
Dessau.—l\omumvacm
Dortmund. —Allgemeiner Konsumverein ... .
Dresden. —Verband siichsischer l\(msum\creinc e
Konsumverein ** Vorwiirts”
Dusseldor. —Allgemeiner Konsumverein
Eilenburg. —Konsumvercin ...
Eisenach.—Konsumvercin
Elberfeld. -— Konsum-u. Productiv-Genossenschalt *¢ Bc{relung
Erlangen. —Konsum-u, Sparveren .. .
Essen.—Htirger-u. Arbeiter- Konsumvercin ** Eintracht
Esslingen a/N.—Konsum-u. Sparvercin
Flenshurg. —Konsumvercin ... .
Forst.—Konsumvercein
Frankfurt a/M.—Konsumverein ...
Freiburg i. Breisgau.— Lebensbeditrfniss-u. " Productiv-Verein
Gersdorf.—Konsumverein . .
Gotha. —Warencinkaufsverein- :
G :strow.—Konsumverein ... . o e
Hagen i» W.—Allgemeiner Konsumvercin... .
Halle a/S.—Allgemciner Konsumverein e .
Hamburg.—Zentral-Verband deutscher Konsumvercine ..
" Grosseinkaufsgesellschaft deutscher Kunsum\ creine..
e Konsum-, Bau-u. Sparverein ** Production ”
. Tabakntlmtergenossenschnft
Hannover. —Konsumverein ... ,
Harburg. —Konsumvercin
Hermsdorf.—Konsumverein
Hohenmdlsen.—Konsumverein .
Ilmenau. —Konsum-u.’ Productiv-Verein
ena.— Konsumverein
efeld.—Konsumverein * Fortschritt” ...

.Langenbielau.— Konsumverein ** Selbsthiife ”
Lossnitz.—Konsumverein u. Productiv-Genossenschaft ¢ Vorwans
Luckenwalde. —Konsumverein ** Vorwiirts ”

Ludenscheid. —Konsum-u. Productiv-Genossenschaft “Elmgkelt ”
Ludwigshafen a/R.—Konsumverein . .
Magde urg.—Konsumverein Neustadt- Magdeburg

™
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GRRKMAN Y——mn/im/rd

Mainz.—Spar-, Konsum-u. Productions-Genossenschaft .
Mannheim. —Konsumverein ..
Mecerane ifSa.— Konsum\culn “ Haushalt™
Metz. —Syndicat vinicole du Pays. Messin |

,o  Cr&dit Conperatif-de Lormine »
Mittheim a/R.—Konsum-Genossenschaft ¢ anTnung
Milnich. —Verband Sud-deutscher Konsumvereine

. Konsumverein Sendling-Miinchen .
Neuwied a/R.—General-Verband andlicher (u.numnschnflcn fur
Deutschland
Nicdersedhitz. — Konsumverein
Niirnberg. — —Konsuniverein ..
Ovclsnitz 1. E.—=Konsume-, Spar- u. I‘mducn\ (,cnnswnsch.lfl
Pieschen- Dresden. —Konsumverein ..
Pirna, .- Konsumverein ** \"urwiirLs'"
Mauen . V.—Konsumverein
Posen. —Verband der Erwerbs-u, Wit Menoxscnschnfun der
Provinzen Posen u, W, Preussen .

. Bank Zwiazku Spolek Zarobkowych

Remseheid. —Verband der Konsum-u, i’ruducln‘,cmmc.nsch.\ftm
in Rheinland und Westfalen .
" Konsumgenossenschaft ** Einigkeit”

Rosslau. --Konsumverein .
Schimolly 8.2\, - Konsumverein
Sehweinfurt, . - Konsumveren
Stettin, - Stettiner Keonsume- ue Spar-Verein
Teuchern,  Konsumierein
Velten, Konsumveren
Weitmar, - - Konsamiserein \Vnhlhhrl "
W lll\l\h\r),(‘ - Konsumverein
Witrzburg. —Konsumverein ..
Zerhst, -~ Konsumveren . .
Zeitz. —NVirhand Thinnger l\nnsum\grune
Konsumvyerein

GREECE.
Vournasos, Professor C. Ch....
INDIA.

Calcutta. —Co-operative Union of India

ITALY.

Milan. —Lega Nazivnale delle (‘unpcr:nive Italiane
Unione Couoperativa .
Federazione Cooperative Milanesi .
" Consorzio Lombardo delle C unpuatne di (_(msumo
Piacenza. —Federazione italiana dei consorzi agrari
Ravenna. —Federasione tra le Cooperative di lavoro della Provinzia
di Ravenna

"

Ty

Rome. —Associazione fra le Banche P'opolari
Turin. —Sindacato Agricolo
NETHERLANDS,

Akkrum.—-Cooperatieve Stoomzuivelfabriek
Akmarijp. —Cooperatieve Stoomzuivelfabrick

Associazivne uoperanm fra i Braccianti di Kavenna

4L s
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010
010
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NETHERLANDS—continued.

Amsterdam.— Maatschappij vour Kledermakers en Nanisters dc
Voorpost

" Volksbroodbakkerij en Vcrbrmks\ereemgmg “Vooruit
Arnhem.—Coiperaticve Winkelve recmgmg\un ‘Eigenhulp -
Elfde.—Cobperaticve Zuivelfabriek
Fnschede.—Coiperaticve Melkinrichting en Zuivelfabrick
Gickerk.—Cooperatieve Zuivelfabriek en Trynwalden
Hof Van Delft. —-(;cmecnschawwlulc Eigendem Ag eta Patk..
' Van Marken’s Drukkerj . .
Leeuwnrdcn.——Cmpuaneve Handelsdrukkerij
Lonncker.—Coidperatieve Melkinrichting
Nunspeet.—Maatschappij de Veluwe .
Rotterdam. — Cotiperatieve Verbrulkﬁ\crccm;,mg
Sas van Gent,— Erste Nederlandsche Reetwortelzuikerfabriek .
The Hague,.—Cooperaticve Brondbnkkcnj en Verbruiksvereeni-

ging ** de Volharding ” , .
Coiperatieve Winkelvereeniging lecnlmlp
Cobperatieve Vieeschhouwerij Lu,cnhulp
Nederlandsche Cobperatieve Bond..
w . Verceniging Eigenhulp

Utrecht.—Coiiperatieve Verbruiksvereeniging van Elgmhulp

" District Utrecht van Eigenhulp... .
Venlo.—Cobperatieve Winkelvereeniging ..
Vlissingen. — Codperaticve kaclvcrccmgmg Elgenhulp
Vorden. —Cooperatieve Zuivelfabrick. . .
Zutphen, —Gc{dcrsch Overijselsche Zuivelbond

"

”
"’
"

- DONATIONS.
Buudcwijnsc. Jonoo .
Gocedhart, G, J. D. C.

Lohnis, F. B, .

Treub, Prof. l)r M. l
Welderen- Rtngcrs Th. Baron v.
Yitta, Dr. J. .

NORWAY.

Christiana.—Norges Koopenliv‘ Landsforeninghd
' _ PORTUGAL.
Lisbor.—Cooperativa Predial Portugucea ...
ROUMANIA.

Bucharest. —-Cmssc Centrale des Banques Populaires roumaines..
Dragancsco, M. ). G.

RUSSIA.

Helsingfor<.—** Pellervo ”
Suomen OsuuskauppOJen Keskusosuuskuntar.1.

Kamenetz. —Syndicat agricole de Podolie...
Moscow.—Union of the Co-op. Societies of the Moscow district
St. Petersburg.—Comité Central russe de Coopération ...
Warsaw.—Société pour 'encouragement de l'industrie et du

‘ comumerce . .
ey Towarzystwo Koopcutystbw
Borodewsky, Serge dc .
Gérébiatiefl, "Colonel ..
Laitila, J. . .

Bl

L

0
0
0

0

O
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
2
0
]
1
1
0
0
0
0
0

]
0
0
0
0
0

DU D

OO0

S.

10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10

10

10

10

0
10
10
13

12
10

0
U
0
o
0
(Y
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

SOOI

-
-

O

0
0

SOOMO SO

i
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Russia—continued. L s
Lavenius, W, A, 08
Levitsky, N. ... 0 8
Lindroos, Heikki 0 8
Sahlbom, Jalmari 0 8
Tanner, Vaino 05
Torwelainen, Juho ... *0 10
Yigstato, Miss Lydiv ... R 0 5
SERVIA.
Belgrade. —-Union Gendrale des Sociétés Coopératives ngncolcs
serbies - .. 30
SPAIN. '
Barcelona, —Camara Regional de las Sociedadas cooperativas de
Cattluia .., .. e .. 1 0
De Bayo, M. Joxé M uel ... v e e . . 010
SWEDEN. '
Stockholm =-Kooperativa Firbundet - v . .. "6 9
SWITZERLAND. '
Bascl.- - Allgemciner Konsumvercin e e .. 10
v Verband Sehueiz- Konsumvereine. .. o 20
Bern, -~ Konsumgenossensclift 10
Chur.  Ronsumvesem 1 0
Frauenfelll, - Konsumve nm 010
Geneva, -Saocicté Coope mllu. wisse e consonmation .. b0
Lucerne, —Aligemeincr Konsumverein [
> Neuchdtel, —Socicté Coopérative de consommation e 010
Solothurn, -—kumum;,rnnucnschuft 0 16
Vevey. —Socicté Coopermtive de consommation ** l.a \lgnukérc 010
Winterthur.— Konsumverein . 018
Zurich, —Lebenamittelvercin 1 0
UNITED KINGDOM.
A= Awaiation ;. C=Co-operative ; £ = Fquitable 3 /= Industrial ;
M= Manufacturing ; = Provident ; §=Society.
ENGLAND AND WaLES.
4Ls d Ls
Aberdare Workmen's I.C.S. 0 10 6 Banbury C. 1. S. 01
Accrington & Church 1.C b 0 106 Barnoldswick C. I 01
Agricl. & Horuel, A (Ldn }\NO 160 6 Barrow C. S, |
Ag eticl, ()rgmh.\ln S ALadn) O 10 0 Barrowford C. 1. S 0l
Almh\le C. Worsted ML S, Barwell District C. S. .01
{Bradford) <. 01086 Basingstoke C. S, . 01
Aleester C. 1S ... .. 01068 BatleyC. S.. 01
v Neadlemakers .. 0 1000 lledford Progressive 1. C. S 01
Amalgamated Union of C, " Bedlingtonkconomic I.C.S. 01
Employees (M: lmhuter) 1 10 Bedminster I. C. S. 01
Aushle C. S, .. 010 B Berkhamstead C. S. 01
Annficld l'luul ( S .. 220 Bingley 1. C. S. ... 0o
Ashington I. €. ... 01086 Birkenheadand District C. S. 0
Ash'on-under- L\m Wark- Birkenshaw [, S, .0
ing Men’s C. S. «.. 0100 BirminghamI. C. S. 1
Bam urlunL C. S <. 0100 Birmingham Printers 0

{
'

* Two years.
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ENGLAND AND WALKS—continued,

. Co-op. l’rmtmg S. (Mnchr ) 1

£ s d. Loso
Birtley District C, 8§ 1 0 Co-op. 'roductive Fedemtion
Bishop Auckland 1. C: S, l 00 (Leicesten . A A N
“Blackburn (Daisyficld) L CCo.op. Sendries M. S,
Bees C. S, 010 (Droylsden) . 016
Blackburn ((-nlmhm\ !’nrk) Co-op. I'ypewriters h (In.) 0106
C. S . 0106 «  Union (Manchester) 20 00
Blackpoal ] L \ 0100 v Whalesale S, (Mar) 25 00
Blacnavon I, P. 8 01080 Copartnership Tenams Iod. 1 0 0
Blaina I. I". C. S . 1 10 Coventry Perseverance C. 5. 0 10 8
Rlaydon District 1 T, 2 20 Cragheadk Holmside C.1.S. 0 100
Bolton (Great & l,mlc) 1 10 Cramlington District C. S, 0100
RBoston E. I. C. S.. 0106 Crays LC.S(S. Paul’sCray) 0 100
Bovey Tracey and District Crewe C. Friendly S, .. 1 10
C.S. 0100 CwmbachLC.S.(Aberaman) 1 00
Bradford C. Cabinetmakers 0 10 ¢ Cwmtillery I C. S. o 0100
Bradford (City o) C. S, ... 1 10 Darlington C. I. &, ... 1 10
Bridge End L. Progression- Darwen 1. C. S, ... ... 1 10
ists { Todmorden) 0106 l)cl‘nh 1. C. S, 01086
Brighouse District . & ... 1 10 Derby C. 1. S, . 220
Brighton ¥, C. S, ... 0 10 0 Desborough C. Boot and
Brightside & Carbrook C.S 2 20 Shoe M. S, . .. 0100
Bristal and District C, S, 1 00 Delwrogghl. P C, s, o 1 1
Burnley bdflldp Cotton- Dewsbury Pioneers” 1S, 1 10
Spinning M. S. we 0100 Duncaster Mutund C. LS *1 10
Bunley E.C. I, S.. o 110 Drovisden L C. S, 01086
Burstem 1. C. S, ., o 0100 Dudley Bucket and Fendes
Burton-on-Fremt C. 8. ... 1 10 C. S, - .. .. 0lod
Bun Distriet C. S.. o 1o Durham F.C 1L S .1 o4
aineross & Lbley L LS, 0106 Eecles I, MS, N I (TN )
Lunlun.\ Mess L8, (l,dn) ] 1o W PGS, L Y 1
Cardiff C.S.. o010 Feeesall L PoS, .. b 1o
Carlisle Huulhl ml( S. ... 1 10 Fdmonton C. S, ... 0104
Carnforth (. o 01060 Fgremont LLCOS, 0100
Castleford (. l S 010 Ellesmere Port C, S, 01oo
Cefn and District C. $ 0100 Enderby €. N, 01a
Chelmsford Star C, 1. 5 0106  FEuticld Town €, S, 011040
Chipping Norton C. 8. 0106 Epom C. S 0100
Churwell 1. C. 8. ... 0100 ExcterC. 1 8. 01086
Cinder Hill Wnrkmg Men's Failsworth 1. 8., 0100
C. S. 0 10 0" Farnworth and Kearsley l .
Clayton-le- Moors 1. C. 8. v 106 C. s 0106
Cleator Moor C. S, . 1 1 0. Finedon C. Boot and Shae
Cleckheaton 1. C. S, 0106 M.S, . .. 0100
Clown C. s, 0100 Fleetwex! 1. ( \ o006
Colchester & F. I \sch 1. b A0 106 Gaimsborough 1. C. S 11
Colne and District C. S. 1 10 Garden City Press (Hitchin) 0 10 6
Compstall (', I S... 0 10 0 Garston and District C. S, 0 100
Cansett 1. P, : 0100 Gateshead 1. C. S, . .. 1 10
Co-op. Bmlhuhmxl 'lrusl General Bunders (London) 1 1 0
(London).. 0100 GlosopDale New L C. S8, 0100
Co op lnsmuteS (Lnndnn) 0100 GloucesterC. 1. S.. .. 1 uvo
Insurance S. (Mnchr.) 2 20 Goule C. S.. . 0100
» Newspaper 8. (Mner.) 1 1 0 Grantham E. C.1.S. 0lu6
»s Dermanent BuildingS. Grasscroft 1. C. S. (Green-
(London) .. 20 field) . 0106
10, (Jm\csend(l‘l-m)ugh of)C S. 0100

* Twou years.
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ENGLAND ASD WALEs—continued.

4 s od
Grys C. 1. 1" .. .1 1o
Great (;rim\h\ S L6
Great Harwood l C. 01000
Great Horton 1. S.. 01086
Great Wigston [ r. . 0108
Guildford and District l C. S 01086
Halifax Flour S, N O ]
. LS 0100
Hnlsl«ml I. C. 01006
Hartle pools C 0104
Hastingden 1. ( 0100
Hebden Bndge Iu\tlm M.

C.S. U Y I
llukmmulmlu |. .S, I 10
”L)\Muul [.CoS, L. 0106
Higher Hurst €. S, 0loo
Horbure 1, C. S, 0100
Hore 1LC. S 01086
Howion C, S, . 0100
Hucknall 'lanml l P, " 1 10
Huddersfield 1. S, ... 1 10
Hyde It 0100
Ideal Clothiers (Welling-

horough . L. 0106
Itheston €, 8, 0108
Ipswich I €080 I 10
Jarros and Hc :hurn C. 'ﬂ I 1o

CReqrhlev 1L« B (R TNE
. ln-nnnrlo T LI [T
Ketteny ('Iu!lnn; M. 0o
. . Boot and \l\m
M. '\ . U 1 I [
" (N (fnr.wt M.S) 00
. I.C.S, L I 1o
. Union C. ]lunl

mnl Shoe lm«lmllu S.... 0108
Kidderminster L (LS, ... 01086
Kingston-upon-1lull C. S, 0100
Kirkby-in-Ashtickt L. C. S, 010 6
Labour Co-partnership A,

(London) .. 0jog
Lancaster and Skerton . I

(% 106
Langley Miltx AlderearC.S. 0 10 6
Leeds [ CU S, o0 0o
Leck Silk Twist M. s 0 oo
l,cnmur( oot and Shoe

M. 016
Lelu:stu( l'nntmg S 0100

' Anchor Iinnl .md

Shoe I’ nuhume S. 2 20
Leicester (. *4 00
Leigh lucn«ll\ C. S. b1
Lincoln F. I. S, Lo 20

" l,;\nd ;\ml Buildings. 1 10

Littleborough C. S. of In-
dustry ..

Liverpool (C|t) of) E.C.5

Long Buckby bdf Assist-
ance I. S..

Long Eaton Wnrkmg Men's
C. S, .

Longtown 1. C.S..

Luton I, C. 8.

Macclesficld E. . 8

- Silk M. S,

Manchester and Salford E.
Cos.

Maryport C. L. S,

Meltham 1. C, Tr:x.(.lmg S.

Middiesborough C. S, ..,

Middleton and Tonge 1. S,

Mid Rhondda C. S, (Tony-
pandy) ...

Mold Junction C.S. (Sullm)
Ferry) ... .

\’nrlc)! C. S.

Mossley 1. C. S, ..

Moulton Distriet 1, C. H

National C. Festival S.
(L.ondon)...
Nethetfield €. 1L S,
Newbigpin Distriet 1. P S,
Newcastle-on-Tyne €08,
New Mills B GO LS L
\'vann \\'mkm;, Men's

C. 1.

Newton l\hlmi C.

Newtown C, S,

North Shiclds I, S,

North Western Scction C,
Educational Committee's
A. (Bolton)

Nottingham C. S, ...

Nuneaton C. 8. ...

Oldham E, C. S, ...

I C.S
. L q

' L Builders and J)c
corrtors . .

Pegswood C.8. .

Pendleton C. LS,

Penge and Beckenham C.S.

Penrith C, 8.

\dd

Oxford C

Peny Graig 1. C. S,

lnlulmmubh LGOS,
Plymouth Mutaal C. 1S,
' Printers S,
Portsea Island Mutual C. \
(Portsmouth)
Preston 1. C. S

-_—

=
e oo &~

10
10 ¢
10 0
10 6
100

10
o
10 0
10 0

100

01086

0
0

0
()
0

0
0
0
0

€
2
O
t
0
1
(1)
()

1
0

o
10
10 8

10
10
10

10

1t
10
10
1)

10

0
o
2
10
10
10

* Twuo years.
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ENGLAND AND WALRS—contintuea.,

£ s d.
Prestwich C. 1. . 01086
eenshury 1. S 0100
wtenstafl 1. C. S. 0100
Reading I. C. S. 1 190
Reigate 1. 1. S, 0100
Rhodes 1. S. . 0100
Ripley P, I. C. S. 0100
River and Dnstucl C. b
(Dover) ... .. 01086
Rochdale E. I‘lonecrs S. 0108

Rochester & District C1.LS. 1 10
Roe Green 1. C. S, 0106
Rothwell C. Boot& Shoe M S 0100
Rughy 1. P, C. S... .. 0lo6
Runcorn C, 1. P, S. 0106
Rushden I. C. S. .. 1 10
Ryhope & Silkworth LP.S. 2 20
Selston L. I. S 0106
Senghenydd & Aber Vallcy
C. S. .. 0106
Sheerness S ’l 00
Sheflield Cutlery C T.S... 0100
Shrewsbury I. C . 0108
Silverdnle E. I ( S 0100
Sittinghourne C. 8. «~ 1 140
Skelimersdale 1. C. S, e 0100
Slough and District C. S.... 0 J0 ¢
Southampton .S..., . 1 10
South Shields . C. S, ... 0100
Sowcrl)y Bridge .S, ... 1 1o
" United Dis-
tml Flour 8, . 110
Spalding L. C. 8. ... .. 0100
Sperope Boot M. (Barwell) 0 10 6
Stanton Hill 1. C. 8. .. 01086
Stapleford & Sandiacre C.S. 0 10 6
Station Town C.S. (Wm-
gate) 0106
Stockport 1. ‘E.C.S. 0100
S!cktonCll’S 1 10
Stratford C, 1. S. 1 10
Stroud C. S. .1 10
Sunderland E. 1. S 1 10
Swalwell District 1. I'. S 0100
Tamworth 1, C. S.... 02 20

Aberdeen Northem C Com.
Alloa C. S. .
Alva C. Bmar
Armadale C. S. ...
Avonbank C.S. (Rutherglen)
Bainsford and Gmhamstown
C. Baking S. (Fallurk)
BnnnockbumC S.

2y

OO ™
s s
O TS on

Q v

.

ScoTLAND.

CC Qecec

[,' s. d.
Tantobie C. S. ... 00
Ten Acres & Stirchley C. '~» 010
Tenant Co-operators (ldn.) 0100
Thomson, Messrs. William
and Sons(Huddersfield)... 0 100
Throckley C. S. 1116
Tonl. C. S . 0 oo
Torquay C. S. .. "1 10
Tow Law & District . I 8. 0 10 0
Toxteth C. I". S, (Liverpool) 0 10 0
Tunbridge Wells C. 8. ... 0 50
Tyldesleyand District L.C.S. 0 10 0
U’)pumllll C. S.. . 01lve
Walkden I L. C. b 01086
Walker C. S, 0100
Wallsend 1. C. 8. . . 0Joo
Walsall and District S, ... 1 10
" le'ks&Curlgequ.S. 0lve
Warrington F. 1. C. S, ... 0100
West Stanley C. S.. 1 10
West Wy & 1 rudhm‘C S Q100
Whaley Bridge I. Working
Men’s Friendly S, .. 01086
Whithy  Working  Men's
C.LPS . .. Oloo
Willington ~ Quay  and
Howden LS. (IR
Windhill 1. C. S, ... 0lJoo
W lnd) Nook\ District 1L (, \. 0loo
\\nmmpun Northwich and
Distriet €. S, . 1 1o
Women's . Guild, (,(mul
Commitiee (l\nkl»ﬂ.mwi Ie) 0 100
Woolwich Royal AnaenalC.8. 2 00
Worcester New C. LS. ... 0106
Working Men's Club and
Institute Union (London) 0 10 6
Workington Bechive LC.S. 1 1 0
X l)ibtrict 1- ]’0 S O l" 0
Worl.sop C. 5. 0108
Wrexham C. & ... .. 0100
Yayshir and Wattstown
Workmen's 1. C. S, ... 0106
Yoysybwl 1. C. S, .., .. 0108
York E. 1. S. 110
Barrhead C. S. 0100
Bathgate C. S. 0l00
Blantyre C. S. ... 010
Bonnybridge C. S.... 0100
Brechin E. C. S. .. 0100
Camelon C. ~ 0106
- Carrick P. C. s. (Maybolc) 0100
Clydebank C. S. ... 0100

* Two years.

t Three ymr:s.



14

SCOTLAND—continuco
L d £ s d
Coatbridge C. S. ... 0100 MilngavieC. S. ... 0100
Cowlairs C S. (Glugow) 1 00 Mussclburgh and Fuhcn'ow
Crofthead C..S. ... 0100 C.S. 0100
Dalziel C.S. (Motbcnvell) '2 00 Newmains und Cmbum:t- '
Denny and Duni C.S. 0100 han C. S. .. 0100
Dumbarton E. d S. 0100 Paisley C. M. S. . 2 20
Dundee (City of) C. S. 0100 w E.C. S 1 00
Dunfermline C. S... 1 00 w DPC.S. .. 2 20
East of Scotland District A. + Underwood C. ConlS. 1 10
{Edinburgh) .. 0100 Perth (City of) C. S. .. 0100
Edmburgh& lrmtmgCom 1 00 w C CoalS. ... 0100
Grahamstown and Bamsford St.Cuthbert'sC. A, (Edmbur h)2 00
C 8. (Falkirk) ... 1 00 St George C. S. (Glasgow -
Glasgow and Suburbs -(Educational Commuittee) *6 6 0
District Conference A. 010 0 St Rollox C. S. (G ow) 0100
Glasgow C, l)npery and Scottish C. Wholesale S.
Furnishing S. 1 00 (Glugow) 10 00
Glasgow l'.astem C. S 0100 Scottish C. Women’s Guild 0 10 0
Hawick C. S. v 2 00 “Scottish Co-operator” :
{(umpcr Green C. S, 0100 Newspaper S. ((;lasgow) 0100
elty C. S.. 010 0 ShettlestonC. S. ... 1 00
Kilbarchan C. S. ... w. 0100 StenhousemuirE.C.S. ... 01086
Kitmurnock E. C. S, ... 2 20 United C. Baking S.
Kinning Park C.S. ((nlmgow) 3 30 ~ (Glasgow)... 3 30
Larhert C. S. . ) 100 Vale nf Leven €. S.

Lochgelly B, C. S... () 100 {Alexandria)... 2
London Road (LS. ((.ln*ow) 0100 W uhnw(, S. . .. 'l 0o
IRRLAND,

Irish :\gru ultural Orgamn Londonderry E. C. S. ... 0100
tion 8. (Dublin) .. .. 1 00
DONATIONS,
Brunner, Rt. Hon. SirJ. .., 10 0 0 Martincau, Miss L. E. 1 10
Chnnce, Sir W. . . 1 10 Ripon, Rt. Hon. Lord ... 6 00
Chitty, E. ... 110 Stamford Rt. Ion. Earl of 1 00
Clarke, Sir J. F. 2 00 Tubbs, Mrs. . otloé
Fletcher, C. E. ... 1 00 Wilson, H. J,, M. P 1 00
Fortescue, Hon. D. F. ... 1 00 Yerburgh, R. ‘A, 5 30
Grey, His Excellency Eal 5 00
UNITED STATES.
Astoria.—Union Fishermen’s Co-c nerative lncklng Compnn) 010 3
Boston. —Co-workers' Fraternity Co, 010 0
Edwardsville. —Leclaire Co-wperative Soaety .- .. 1L 0O
Oakland. — Pacific Coast. Co-operative Union .- . 0o
San Francisco. —Rochd.lle “Vholesale Co 010 0
Rhodes, J. . 0 50
Smith, J. 0 50
Sullivan, J. \\ 0o ., 0
WEST INDIES.
Bridgetown. —Barbadoes Profit-Sharing Society, Lad, 010 0
e lcoples Profit-Sharing Bank 010 0
" Minor Industries Profit-Sharing Assocmtmn 01 0

* Two years,



SEVENTH CONGRESS

OF THE

International Co-operative Alliance.

Officers of thc Congress.
Prestdent : His EX. Luvict LuzzaTTi.

Vice-Presidents : Dr. V. MacALDL; Dar1o Fexraxi, Mayor
of Cremona; Pror. H. Scuar; E. peE Bovve; D.
McINNEs ; and HeExkY W. WoLFF.

_General Secretary : ComM. C. CONCINI.

Assistant  Secretarses and Tellers : MessrRs. ARNOLD, DR.
CAMANNI, DUFOULMANTELLE, Morvzzi, VIETH, and
Miss HALFORD.



Italian Organising- Committee.

Honorary President: H. E. FrRaANCEsco Cocco-ORTU,
Minister of Agriculture, Industry, and Commerce.

Acting President : H. E. Luict Luzzatti, Minister of State.

Vice-presidents :
FErrARI, Dario, Mayor of Cremona.
Sacchl, ETTorE, Member of Parliament.,
ANSELMI, ALESSANDRO, President of the People’s Bank of
Cremona.

MacaLpi, 1i... VINCENZzO, Director of the Department of
Credit and Providen: Institutions in the Ministry of
Agriculture, Industry, and Commerce.

VERGNANINI, ANTONIO, Member of the Council of the Union

of Italian Co-operative Societics.
Members :

Arnr, Pror. Orazio, Member of the Council of the Union
of People’s Banks. o

ALEssT, Glovasyt Batrista, President of the Society ** Umani-
taria 7’ of Milan. _

AMBRON, EUGENIO, President of the People’s Bank of Florence.

Axseryl, Carro, President of the Agricultural Co-operative
Syndicate of Cremona.

BaLpint, NcLro, Director of the Federation of abour
Societies of the Romagna.

BARINETTI, ALFONSO, President of the Provincial Council
of Cremona.

Bassi, Dr. Excorg, Chairman of the Council of the Union
of Italian Co-operative Societies. .

Braxcur, Cakrro, Vice-president of the People’s Bank of
Cremona. '

BissoLaTI, LeoNiDA, Member of Parhament.

B1zzozERO, PROF. ANTONIO, Director of the Travelling School
of Agriculture of Parma. '

Bobio, Pror. Luict, Member of the Senate.

Brizi, ProFr. ALESSANDRO, Director of the Travelling School
of Agriculture of Cremona.

BruNI, Pror. ToymMAso, Member of the Council of the Union
of People’s Banks.
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BurroLl, Luigl, President of the ¢ Unione Cooperativa ™ of

~ Milan.

CATEMARIO DI QUADRL, CaRLO, Member of the Council of the
Union of People's Banks.

CAVALLETTI RONDININT, MARQUIS GloOVANNI, Director of the
Savings Bank of Rome.

CicoGNA, ANTONIO, ])nmtm of the *“ Monte der Paschi
Slcna.

CopACCI-PISANELLL, Pror. ALFREDO, Member of Parliament,
President of the Agricultural Co-operative Syndicate
of Capo di Leuca. '

Consiario, Davibe, Member of the Senate, President of the
People’s Bank of Naples.

CornaGaIa, Dr. CarLo OtTAvIO, President of the People’
Bank of Milan.

D’ArEL, Pror. Luicl, Delegated Member of the Council of
the Union of People’s Banks.

DaGnNino, FELick, Director of the People's Bank of Genoa.

DELLA TORRE, Lm(.l, Vice-president of the Society * Umani-
taria ”’ of Milan.

Ferraris, Dr. Maccrorino, Member of Parliament, late
Minister of State, President of the Civil Servants’
Co-operative Society of Rome. :

FeErrEro D1 Campiano, Makorvis Cesare, Member of Parhia-
ment, Director of the Savings Bank of Turin.

L

of

FRIEDLANDER, DR, ETTORL.

GRANDI, DANTE, l’r( sident of the Co-operative Bmldmg
Association ‘‘ Luigi Luzzatti.”

GRIGOLATTI, GIANNI, Dircctor of the Savings Bank of Verona.

Guerci, CorniLio, Member of Parliament.

LANDRIANI, ANTONIO, President of the Co- -operative Dairy
of Soresina.

LEvi DELLA VIDA, ETTORE.

LeEvi Morenos, Pror. Davibpe, Director of the Venctian
School of Fishery.

MaFr1, ANTONIO, General Secretary of the Union of Italian
Co-operative Societies.

MANDELLI, ALFONSO, Member of the Council of the People's
Bank of Cremona.

MARSENGO BasrTia, IoNazio, Member of Parliament, President
of the Charxtab]e Instltutlons of S. Paolo at Turin.
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MaARTINI, PaLMIRO, Banker of Cremona.

MERLANI, ALBERTO, Member of the Council of the Union
of Italian Co-operative Socicties. v

MiIrAGLIA, DR. Nicora, General Director of the Bank of
Naples.

MuriaLpi, GiNo, Member of the Council of the Union of
Italian Co-operative Socicties.

NatHAN, Pror. ErNesto, Member of the Council of the
[tahan Agricultural Society.

N1, Pror. Francesco Saverio, Member of Parliament.

Norkt, QuiriNo, Member of the Council of the Union of
[talian Co-operative Socicties,

Parerymo, GAartano, Member of the Council of the Union
of People’s Banks. ,

Pantaxo, Dr. Enoarno, Member of Parliament.

Paoring, Pror. Lvict, Director of the 'Savings Bank of Imola.

Pisa, Dr. Uco, Member of the Senate.

Poxcint, Greseree, Thrector of the Savings Bank of Parma.

Poxri, Lokrexzo, Presulent of the Union of Distributive
Soaeties - Lombardy,

Roeracrit, Carro, Member of the Council of the Union
of People’s Banks, .

RAINERI, DR, Glovassi, Member of Parliament, President
of the Federation of Italian Agricultural Co-operative
Societies.

RezzARrA, PROF. Ni1ccoro, President of the Union of Catholic
Social Institutions of Bergamo.

Rizzi, Dr. PiETRO, President of the Chamber of Commerce
of Cremona.

Rosst, Lricr, Director of the People’s Bank of Cremona.

SAaMOGGL, PrROF. Massivo, Director of the Aguicultural
Department of the Society *“ Umanitaria ™’ at Milan.

SANGUINETTI, ACHILLE, Member of the Council of the Union
of People’s Banks.

SansONE, ProF. AxToNio, Director of the Neapolitan Branch
of the Federation of Italian Co-operative Agricultural
Societies.

SPERONI, GIUSEPPE, Senator, President of the Savings Bank
of the Provinces of Lombardy.

STRINGHER, PROF. BoxaLpo, Director General of the Bank
of Italy.
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TONIOIFO Pror. GiuserrE, President of the Italian Section
of the Intornntmnnl Association for 1ho Protection

of the Labouring Classes.

VARvVARO, Epvarpo, Director of the Savings Bank *“ Vittorio
Emanuele ”" of Palermo.

VERONESI, SANTE, Director of the Civil Servants’ Co-operative
Saciety of Rome.

WoLLEMBORG, DR. LEONE, Member of Parliament, President
of the Padua Federation of Village Banks.

ZaL:, Tiziano, Director of the People’s Agricultural Bank
of Lodi.

ZuccHint, Pror. CESARE, Director of the Savings Bank of
Bologna.

Seeretaries : _

Coxcini, Dr. Coxcino, Sceeretary of the Union of People's

Banks of Haly.

CaMaNNI, DR, VINCENZO, Secretary at the Ministry of Agri-
cu]tmv Industry, ‘and Commeree.

Vorrixni, Avcusro, Inspector of the People’s Bank of Crcmona.
Framinco, Pror. Gruserrs, Author,
Grorpaxa, Dr. Tuvrnio, Author.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AT ROME:

Dresident : Lvzzari, LuiGr,
Vice-President : MaGcaLDp1l, DR, VINCENZO.
Members : - MAFFI, ANTONIO.

MERILANI, ALBERTO. _
Rainert, Dr. GIOVANNI
Levi Derra Vipa, ETTORE.

Secretaries : Coxncini, Dr. Coxcino.
CaManNt, Dr. VINCENZO,

LOCAL COMMITTEE AT CREMONA :

Prestident : ANSELMI, ALESSANDRO.
Members : FERRARI, Dario (Mayor).

BiancHi, CarLo.
Brizi, PROF. ALESSANDRO.
MANDELLI, ALFONSO.

Secretary : VoLPINI, AUGuUSTO.
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INVITED GUESTS PRESENT AT THE CONGRESS.

BELGIUM,
M. THEATE, representing the Ministry of Commerce and Labout.

BULGARIA.
M. and Mme. PRTKO Ditenker, representing the Ministry of Commerce
and Agricnliure,
DENMARK.

Ihs Excellency Svext Hogsiro, Minister for Public Aflairs,

FRANCE,
M. J. Pavt BoNcouUk, representing - Ministry of Labour.
Mme, Boncoug
M. I DrcHARME, representing the Ministry of Agriculture.
M. Citl. PleQueNARD, representing the Ministry of Labour.

HUNGARY,
M. L. b Rotu, representing the Ministry of Agriculture.

iraLy.
His Exceliency Tosaso Trrconts, Maister for Foreygn Affairs,
Under-Secretary of State Dot representing the Ministry of Pablic Works,
Dre. Vincrszo Macarod, Direetor of the Department of Credit and Prosi-
dent Insations in the Minmarey of Agriculture, Industry, and Commerce,
Monser. Bososenty, Bishop of Cremona,
Don Esttiao Lossarnt, Seerctary to the Bishop of Cremona,
M. Dario FrrrRAkrt, Mayor of Cremon
Comm. A BagINgEerr, President of the Provincial Council.
Cav. Etrore SwNory, President of the Provincial Depuatation.
General ARIMONDIL, Commander of the Military Division.
M. Bonwrtl, [ntendent of Finance,
M. ETrork SaccH, Member of Parliiment,
General FRANCEsCO Pistoga, Mewmber of Parliunent.
General FFRANCESCO Marazzi, Member of Parliament.
M. Lreostpa Bissorari, Member of Parliament,
D, Rizzt, President of the Chamber of Commerce.
M. ALtesaNDrRO CANSELAMIL, President of the People’s Bank of Cremona.
Comm. Tro CAarNERALL Prefect of the Provinee of Cremona,
Ry Luict Rosst, Manager of the People’s Bank of Cremona,
Kur Cav. Cakto Brancut, Vice-Presid- ntof the People’s Bank of Cremona;
and other leading othcials of the Cremona Bank,

NETHERLANDS,
Madame A. Trevn-Corxaz,
RUSSIA.
M. S, e BorobArWsKY, Director of the Department of Popular Credit,
SWEDIEN,
M. Gl ML voN Koo, representing the Ministry for Foreygn Affairs.
UNITED KINGDOM.
Mr. J. }. DENT, representing the Labour Department of the Board of Trade.



DELEGATES REPRESENTING CO-OPERATIVE
ORGANISATIONS IN MEMBERSHIP WITH THE
INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE ALLIANCE.

Av. V.=Konsum-Vercin 1 Aw. SA - Konsum-n, Spar-Verein

Av. G, = Konsum-Genossensehalt 3 4270 = Allgemeiner ;
Ao, Prod, 17, - Konsum-u., Produltiv-Verein 3 Soc, == Société

Coop. = Cooperative ;

= Indostriad ¢ /% - Provident 3 Co= Co-operative ;

S.= Society 3 £z FEquitalle 5 = Association,

AUSTRO-HUNGARLAN  MONARCHY,

Emmalmg, G.
Exaner, Ludwig

Karpeles, Dr. 18

Kavha, C.and Mme, C,-
- Jednotu Zalozen v Cechach, na Morve a ve Slesske,

Simacel, |

Berndt, Dr L
Cvetko, 1. -
Gydrgy, Fodre -
Janda, Ko - -
de Kirolyt, Camte M,

Lagarde, -~
Nagy, I .
Vameek, M. -

Bertrand, L. - -

Hénault, V. -
Qctors, A, - -
Serwy, V. . -

AUNTKIA.

- Konsumverein ** Vorwats,” Wien.
- Zeotradverband osternr,. Ronsumvereine ;. Konsae-

verein  Vorwans,” Aussipr s Aussiger Airheiter
backerein ;o Atheiter Spar-v,. Konsumverein o
Fanfhaus, '

- Grossembamtspesellsehaft fitr Osterreichische Koo

smnverenne,
Jednot Zedozen v Cechach, na Morave a ve Slezsle.

HUNGARY. _
Orszdgos Kozponti hitelszivetkezet,

- Mrvatsha Poljodj-dska Banka.

Orszagos Kazponti Hitelszoveikezet.

- Hrvatska Poljodjelsha Banka,
- Hangya,” a magvar gazdaszavelség fogyasatasi és

CrCkesito szovetkorete,
Altalinos fogvasatisi szovetkezet.
Magyar Mezopazaak Szivetkezete.
Hrvassha Poljodielska Banka,

BELGIUM,

Fédértion des Soc. Coop. du Parti ouvrier belge.,
Maison du Peuple, Auvelais ; ¢ L’Emulatios
{)mlélnri(-nne ™ de Seraing.

‘ La Populaire ™ de Lidge.

La Maison du Peuple, Bruxelles.

Fédértion des Soc. Coop. du Parti ouvrier belge;
le Vooruit de Jand ; Maison du Peuple de Pont-a-
Celles.



Biem, M. I, - -
Hoshiro, 11 Ex, Svend.

.

Jurgensen, S, - .

Pang, R . . .

de Bayve, B - -

Pieiat, - . .
Bruncaw, -- - - -
Brunet - - and Mume, .
Cathala, Elie - -

Chiousse, C., Mme, and
Mile,

Ceaon, T. 6. .
Dratourmantelle, M.

de Fontalland, A,

Govle, €0,

Gumon, €. - .

Guillemin, X, - .
Helies, 1. - . -

Lagarde, -~ - . .

Fapinet, M.oand Mine,
Maballean, 1. . -

Moatet, B - -

.\.‘lsl‘ A. - -

Kaynen, C. -

KRichy, .. Mme.and Mile.

de Rocquigny, Conmte -
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DENMARK.
samwirkende danske Andelsslagterier.

Andelsudvalget. ,
Facllesforeningen for Danmarks Brugsforeninger.

FRANCE.

B.ank Coop. des Associations ouvricresde production,

Soe, Coap, ** L' Abeille Nimoise et Solidarite,”

Chambre Consultative des Assocciations ouvricres
de Production.

Sac, Coop. de Vignerons ot Agriculteuars de Cognac,

Soe, Coop. de Vignerons et Agriculteurs de Cognac,

1.Union Maraussanaise - La Ruche Prolétarienne,
Marussan; L'Emanci, ionpaysanne, Maraussan;
Tes Vigmerons Libres de Marussan, )

Fédération des Soe. Coop. de consommaton des
cmployés  des chemins de fer P Mo
* L'Econome™ de Digne.

Soc, Coop, de Vignerons et Agrienlteurs de Cognac

Centre fedératif da Coédit populadre en France.

Soe, des Mgoeltears de Franee 1 Soc, Coop. Agri-
cole du Sad Fat s Union Centrale ddes Syndieats
des Aprenlewrs de France 1 Union du Snd-Est
des Svadiats \pieoles,

Comite Centradde VUnion Coop. des Sac, frangiises
e consmation ;o Soces Coope *f La Philane
theopigque ™ de St Remy 5 Soc Coop ** B'Union ™
de Limages s Soc, Coope ** La Fraternelle ™ de
Cherbauryg,

Assie Coope des ouvrices de Vlmprimerie ¢ La
Laboricus ™ de Nimes.

Bourse des (’nnle-mtivcs Sociadistes de IFrance
SLUnion™ d'Amiens; [a Verrerie  ouvriere
d'Albi g L Feonomie™ de Nantes.

Magrasin de Gros des Coopératives de Faanee s Soc,
Coop. ** La Bellevilloise " ¢ ** La Maisonnaise Y
L' Assunnee ouviicre de Nantes,

SO Sociake,” Paris 3t La - Coopdration
Sackthiste,” s,

Sae. Caop. de Vignerons et Agricaltenurs de Cognac

Soc, Coop. Brugniot, Cros et Cie (ancienne niison
[.ectaire).

Soe, Coop. Brugniot, Cros et Cie (ancicnne maison
Leclaire).

- Ottice Cooperatil d'achats en commun pour  les

f&lérations et soc. coop. de consommation ;
** La Révendication ™ de Puteaus,

Centre [&0ér alif du Crédit populaire en France,

Fédération des Soe. Coop de consammation des
ciploves  des chennns de fer PUL0 Mg
U Eeorame ™ de Sensy Soc. Coop. libre des
employds PoLOM de St Germainede-Fossés,

Fédération nationale des Coopératives  Agricoles
frangaises de production et de sente 3 haprimerie
Nouvelle, ans.



-Dejung,-]. | .
Elm. A, von -
. Grundustier, B
- ﬁeb&tuit. A. V»
Heins, J. - |
Kaufmann, H.

Uebmnn, -—

Lorenz, H. -

- Muﬁus, E .

Neudeck, H. -

Parrizot, G
Postelt, R. -

Prevel, V.
Radestoct:, M

Riemann, C.
Schult.e, A

Schwarze, O. -
Simon, P. .
iSbeinhach Mme.

Vieth, F

Wagner, Max
Zink, Fo .
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GERMANY

- Ko. V. Lud\ugshufen; Ko. Sy., Etlangen; Lebens-
bedttfniss-u. Prod. v, Prclburg i Ko. V.,
Mannheim ; Ko V., humbe

. Tnl-hlbeitergcnosscmchaﬂ llamlmrg : Ko. G,,
Berlin; Alig. Ko. V., Halle; Ko, Bau.u, Sp.
“Productxon,” Hamlmrg; ko V., Wit-enberg,

- Ko, G. * Vorwiirts,” Barmen ; Allg. "Ko. V. , Dort.
mund; Allg. Ko. V., Dusscldoif; Ko. Sp.,
Esslinge '

. Verlnnd&l'huringer Konsumvereine ; Ko. V., Eisen.
ach; Ko. Prod. V., Ilmenau; Ko, V., ,Jcnn.
Ko. V., Zeitz. '

- Verband Notdwutdeutscher Konsumvereine ; Ko.G.
“ Vorwiirts,” Bremen; Ko.V., Hannover; Ko. Sp.,
Bant ; Ko. Prod. G, ** Einigkeit.” Ludenscheid,

- Zentralverband deutscher Konsumvereine ; Ko. V.,
Dessau ; Ko. V., Rosslau; Stettines Ko. Sp.
Ko. V. l\cnstndtM deburg.

. Mdmr Ko S . G.; Allg Ko. V,, Augs.

o Cunmtt Fcucﬂach Vcrbo.nd
deutscher Konsumvereine ; Ko. V., Sendling-
Munchen
Gmscinkluﬁge:cllschaﬁ deutscher Konsumvereine;
Ko. V., Flensburg; Ko, V., Frankfuit; Ko. V,,
Gum‘ow Ko. V., wuuburg
- Verband dcr Konsum-u. Praductiv enossenschaften
in Rheinland und Westfalen; Ko. V. ** Fort.
“schritt,” Krefeld : Ko. G. *¢ Hoffnung,” Mttheim;
Ko. G. * Einigkeit.” Remscheid; Ko, V.
* Wohlfahrt,” Weitmt\r.

- Verhand der Konsumvereine der Yrovinz Branden-
burg ;s Ko. V. *Vorwins,” Brandenburg ; Ko.
V. ¢ Selbsthilfe,” Langenbiclaus KoV, ¢ Vor.
wirts.” Luckenwalde; Ko. V., Velten.

- Crédit Coopératif de Lornaine.

- Ko. V,, Aue i. E.; Ko. V., Ammendorf; Ko. V.,
Hennsdorf ; Ko Prod. G. “Vorurts, Lou
nitz; Ko. V., Zerbsat.

- Crédit Coopératif de Lorraine.

« Verband siichsischer Konsumvercine; Ke. V.,
- Altchemnitz; Ko. V., Niedersedlitz; Ko. V.,
I"ieschen-Dresden s Ko. V. * Vorwarts,” Pirna.
« Allg. Ko. V., Chemnitz; Ko. V. *Vorwiirts,”
Dresden ; Ko V., Gersdoif; Ko.V. ¢ H'xushalt,"
Meerane ; Ko. Sp.-u. Prod G., Oclsmlz
- Burger-u. Atbelt.er Ko. V. “hntmcht Essen ;
o. Prod. G. ‘*‘*Befreiung,” Elberlcld; Allg.
Ko. V., Hagen.

- Ko. V., Teuchern ; Ko. V,, Schweinfust.

- Ko. V., Plauen; Ko. V., Forst.

Ko. V., Harburg.

- Ko. V., Bremerhaven; Ko. V., Cothen; Allg.
Ko. V., Berpburg; Ko.V Cosvng, Ko. V.,
Eilenbur,

Verband Mitteldeutscher Konsumvereine.

- Ko. V. fir Gera-Debschwitz u.Umg.; Ko. V.,
Hohenmélsenn; Ko, V., Schmélln; erenein-
kaufsverein, Gotha ; Ko. Prod.-V., Altenburg.



Abbiate, Avv. Mario
Alpe, V.
Ansclmi, Alessandro
Baldini, Nullo

Barbieri, Luciano -
Basy, Dr. Ercole -

Beltrami, Avv. Francesco .

Bernaroli, Egidio -
Bertoli, Giuseppe -
Bordigiaga, Marco
Ruftoh, ..
Cabrini, On. Angelo
Cappellano, Avv, Giuseppe
Casalind, Dr. Ginlio
{avallera, Dr. Giuscppe
Chiappori, Dr. Carlo
Chiesa, On, Pictro
Cocehi, Avv. Alessandro
Comandini, Avv, Ubaldo
Dami, Dr. Carlo
Del Boseo, Rag. Virgilio
Deaghetti, Alionso

Ferrari, Prospero -
Ferri, Avv, Giacomo,
Deputato
Frangipane, Francesco
Giumelli, Noh, Giulio
Giumelli, T. -
Gualerzi, I, -

Levi dalla Vida, Ettore

Luzzatti, tlis Excellency, L.

Mafti, Antonio
Melani, Avv. Alberto
Mellini, Camillo
Messa, Oreste

Montézemolo, Marchese
Morandi, E.

Oddero, Avv. Giacomo
Paglierini, Alberto
Ponti,' Lorenzao
Quaglino, Felice

Raimondi, Emanuele
Raineri, Prof. G.
Ribaudengo, Conte E.

Riva, G.
Rodomonte, Camillo

Spinelli, Francescantunio
Squadrelli, A.

Tonelli, Michele

Vergnanini, \\ntonio
Verzi, FErnesto
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ITALY.
Lega Nazionale delle Coop. Ital.
Federazione Ital. dei Consorzi Agrari.
Associazione fra le Banche Popolari.

Lega Nazionale delle Coop. Ital.; Federazione fra
le Coop. di lavoro della provirzia di Ravenna ;
Assaciazione fra i braccianti di Ravenna.

Lega Nazionale delle Coop. Ital.

" " j 34
" " "
" " ”"
" . "

" " . "
Unione Cooperativa, Milan,

Lega Nazionale delle Coop. Ital.

s 124 ”"”
»” 121 »
" (1) "
" " 1"
” »" i3]
" " "
“ " "
LA " 121
e + L X3

e "

"

Federazione Dal, det Consorzi Agrari,

- Lega Nazionale delle Coup, Ttal.

1 2] " "

*" . " R ‘.'
Iederazione Coup. Milanesi.
Federzione [tal, dei Consorzi Agrari,
Assaciazione fru le Banche Popolari,

1} ”" "

Lega Nazionale delle Coop. Ttal,
v " "

Unione Cooperativa, Milan

Legn Nazionale delle Coop. Ital,

Federazione Ital. dei Consorzi Agrari.

(3] (1]

Lega Nazionale delle Coop. Ital.

" » "
Cons-rzio Lombardo delle Coop. di Consumo.

Lega Nazionale delle Coop. Ital.

" " s
Federazione Ital. dei Consorzi Agrati.
Sindacato Agricolo, Torino.

Federazione Ital. dei Consorzi Agrari.

Lega Nazionale delle Coop. Ttal,

" " "
Federazione Ital, dei Consorzi Agrari.
Lega Nazionale delle Coop. Ital.

1 2] " 9y

" " "



Rutgers, Dr. A.

Rutgers, M #dame

Dehli, 0. -
Halford, Mlie. J.

Ducs, J. G, -
Ernesco, Fotin

' Totomianz, Dr.

Nicolitch, Dr. Georges

Koch, G. H. von

CAebl, ] .
Kundig, Dr. R,
Muller, Dr. H.

Pronier, H
Racine, E. -

Schir, "Prof. Dr. T F

Thomet, F. -
Tschamper, —

Weckerle, Dr. F.

Allen, T. W,
Amold, T. C.
Bamford, W.
B‘mn' w. -
Bennett, J. -
Bradley, W. J.
‘ Buchanan, A.
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NETHERLANDS.

Nederlandsche Coiip. Bond ; Rotterdamsche Coop.
Verbruiksiereeniging ; “De Volharding”; Coép.
Winkelver. v. h. district’s Gravcnhage van Eigen
Hulp; Utrechtsche Coip. Verbruiksver, van

Eigen Hulp

Utrechtsche &(mp Verbruiksver. van Eigen Hulp;
Cobp. Winkelver. ** Eigen Iulp,” Vlissingen ;
Venlosche Winkelver. ; Cotp. Winkelver. v, h,
district Arnhem van Eigen Hulp ; Van Marken’s

Drukkerij.
NORWAY.
Norges Koop:mtive Inndsforening”.

PORTUGAL.
Cooperativa Predial Portugueza,

ROUMANIA. '
Caisse Centrale des Banques Populaires Roumaines.
” 1] ” 1] 1) ’

RUSSIA.
Union des Soc. Coup. de consommation, Moscow,

SEERVIA.

Union Générale des Sociétés Coopératives Agncolcs

serbes.
SWEDEN.
Kooperativa Firbundet.

SWITZERLAND.

- Konsumvercin, Frauenfeld.
. }\omumgcnmscnschuﬁ ‘Solothurn,

Verland Schweirerischer, Konsumvereine Basle ;
Konsumverein, Winterthur.

- Société Coop. de consommation, Neuchitcl.

.

Société Coop. suisse de consommation, Geneve.

Allgemeiner Konsumverein, Lucerne.

Konsumgenossenschaft, Bern,

Société Coop. de consommation ‘¢ La Mcnagére
de Vevey.

Allgemeiner Kousumvercin, Basle,

UNITED KINGDOM.

- Blaina 1.P.C.S., Leicester Anchor Boot and Shoe S

Kettering C. Bool and Shoe M.S,

- Woolwich Royal Arsenal C.S., Worcester New

C.1.8., Colchester and E. Essex C.LS., Strat-
coford C.1.S., Grays C.1.P.S. '
-operative News per S..

Windhitl I.C.S. P .
Bradford C.S., Mosslcy LC.S., Ryhope and
Silkworth L.P. 8., Co-o rative Insurance S.,
Great Harwood L.C.P. » Stockport I.LE.C.S.
Bolton C.S., Birkenshaw IS., Oldham E.C.S.,

Droy tsden'1.C. S., Fleetwood I.C.S.
Gltugow United C. Bakmg S., Wallsend 1. C S.,
Great Wigston 1.P.3 _



Bury, Mrs. - -
Campbell, Miss -
Corker, J. - -

Denman, F. - .

Farrow, E. F. .
Fawcett, J. W, -

-

26

Uniten KINGDOM—vontsnued,

Women's C. Guild, Spalding I.C.S.

Oxlord C. Bulldcu and Decorators. .

Ieeds 1.C.S., Hyde E.C.S., Warrington E.I.C.S.,
Ecclesall .P. S, Farnworth and eanley I.C.S,

Bradford C.S., Alccstcr I.C.S., Kettenng 1.C.S.,
Great Gnmsby C.S., Bingley I.C.S.

Stratford C.1.S.

Ieeds 1.C.S., Brighouse District IS., Keighley
I.C.S,, Crewe C. FriendlyS., Walkden P.1. %
melmgttm District .S, _

Feld, Count W. J. de lu Co-partnership Tenants Limited.

Flanagan, J. A. -
Gibson, W, - .

Gnay, J.C. - -

Grinling, Rev. C. H.
Halford, Miss J. -
Hart, J. - -

Hodjgrett, Mrs.
Joneph, Mixs -
{cssn y L. -
aied, Mrs,

Lord, M. - .
Lucas, James -
Maghie, J. - .
Maxwell, W,

Maxwell, Mrs. W,
Mclnnes, D. .

Moncrieff, A.

"Mort, I. -

O'Brien, W. .
Pannell, J. T. .
Pannell, Mrs. J.
Pearson, |. - -
Rhodes, J. -
Schofield, W. H.
Tetlow, la. -
Thompson, Alderman
Thomson, G.

Tomlinson, C. .
Vivian, H., M., -

Warne, R. - -

Wolff, H. W.. -

** Scottish Co-operator” Newspaper S.

Barrowford C.1.S., Brightside and Carbrook C.S.,
Birtley District C.s.

Co-operative Union, Middleton and Tonge I.S.,
Burnley Scif-Help Cotton-Spinning M.S., Pen-
dleton C.1.S., Heckmondwike 1.C.

Whaley Hml%e I. Workiiig Men’s Fnendly S.

New Mills E C.I.S, Co-operative Brotherhood
Trust, Barrow C. S., Jarrow and Hebburn C.S.

Kinning Park (Glasgow) C.S.

W me. s C. Guild.

Rughy L.1".C.S.

Ideal Clothiers, (;reat Horion LS.

. Scottish C. Wom=-u's Guild.

- Newtown C.S.,

Heywood [.C.S.

- Glasgow and Suburbs District Conference A,

- Glasgow United C. Baking S., Failsworth 1S,
- Scotush C. Wholesale S., (nleshmd 1.C.S.,

l.iver.
ol E.C.S., Colne and District C.S., Ripley
ZVILCS.

Newcastle-on-Tyne C.S.

Co- npcrauvc Wholesale S. (Manchester), Boston
E.1.C.S., Hull Printers S., Lincoln Land and
Building b Lincoln E.I.C.S.

Manchester and Salford E.C.S., llebden Bridge
Fustian M.C.S.

Co-operative Wholesale S., Compstall C.1.S., Hud-
dersficld .S, Grasscroft I.C. S., Enfield Hlighway
C.S., bheerneu S.

Ecles l’.l.C.S., Kettering Clothing M.C.S.

- Middlesborough C.S.

L S R A ]

- Gloucester C.1.S., Darlin,

RBedlington Economic I.C.S.

Cleator Moor C.S., Egremont I.C.S,

Bristol and District C.S.

Rochdale E. Pioneers’ S,

Bishop Auckland L.C.S.

Grays C.1.P.S.

Messrs. W. Thnmson & Sons, Hucknall Torkard
LP.>

Co- opcranve Newspaper S.

Labour Co- partnershlp Assn., Blaydon District
1.P.S., Epsom C.S., Airedale C. Worsted M.S.,
Co-operanve Productive Federation.

on C.LS., River and

District C.S., Chelmafor Star C.I.S., Rushden

I.C.S.

- Agricultural Organisation S., Darwen I.C.S., Bir-

mmhham I.C.S.,, Lan ley Mill and Aldercar
C.S.. Shrewsbury 1.C.
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IND“’IDUAL MEMBERS OF THE ALLIANCE
PRESENT AT THE CONGRESS.

ROUMANIA. . - RUSSIA.
Draganesco, D. G. de Borodacwsky, S.: Levitsky, N.

MEMBERS OF THE CONGRESS ONLY.

AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN MONARCHY.

‘ AUsTRSA,
Aschenbrenner, A, I, de 1dy, Mme. Leopald, L.

de ¥dy, Dr. ). de Fdy, Mile. Neudorfer, Q.
© Sepré, Emanuele, Soc. Coop. fra Iinpiegati privati, Tricste,

Huscaky,

Berndt, Mme. Mehelyi, K. l\ng\ Mile, F.
Cvetko, Mme. K. Nagy, Mme, Vanicek, Mme. .
Janda, Mnic. M. Nagy, Mlle. L.

BI-IL(;IU,\I.
Frangois, A

Rousseau, E Soc. Coop “Le I‘mgrcs do]ohmom

DENMARK. FRANCE—~continued.

Blem, Mme.
Bidstrup, M.
Bidstrup, Mlle. I.

FRANCE.

Briat, Mmec.

Buisson, F.

Cernesson, J.
Cernesson, Mme.
Clément, H.

Colliez, A

de Felice, —

Gavelle, H.
Laroche-Joubett, Mme.

Lhotelain, M. and Mmc.

de Murcillac, —
Mauzaize, R.
de Montrol, 11.
Voron, Mme.

Yver, M.

Yver, I\

GERMANY.
Prevel, Mme. A.
' GREECE.

Georgizdes, Dem. .
Papanastasiu, Dr. A. P
Philarétos, (6. N.
Theodorides, A.
Vournasos, Prof. C. Chr.
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_ ITALY.
Acquatici, Prof. Carlo - Consorzio Agricolo, Reggio Emilia.
Agslbato, Ernesto - Banca Popolare del Circond., Gerace Marina.
Agliardi, Dr. Luigi - Consorzio Aurario, Bergamo.
Alati, Demetrio - - Coop. Naz. liipieg. ed Ag. Postali, Telegr. e Telefon,
Milan. ;
Alherici, Luigi - - Coop. Consumo Ca«a del Pop., Carzeto di Soragna.

_ Albi, Cav. Prof. Orazio - Banca Popolare, Cittd S. Angelo; Banca Coop.
Lama dei Peligni, Chieti; Soc. Coop. case
Popolari, Teramo ; Banca Popolare, Teramo.

Alessi, Avv. GG, B, - Societd Umanitaria, Milan,
Alicandri-Ciufelli, Avv.  Banca Popolare, Sulmona.
Carlo ' '

Alignani, Dante Ass. Gen, Operaj, Tunn,

Aliotta, Vineenzo Consorziv Agrario, Salerno,

Alunno, Micheli - » Coop. Ferrovieri, Cremona.

Amati, Olinto . (S. Marino [repubb.])

Ambrogi, Felice - - Coop. Agric. lal., Milan.

Ambion, Cav. Avv. .Banca Mutu: Popoluie, Florence.

Eugenio

Amorth, Avv. Leopoldo - Cassa di Risparmio, Modena.

Anastagi, Cav. Arturo - Banca Mutua Pop»lare, Florence.

Andreotti, Ing. Giovanni Unione Interprovine. Agticoln. Cremona.

Anselmi, Avv. Alessandro Coop. Pugliese prod. vini, Barletta; Banca Popolare,
Bibbicua ;. Banca Popolare Coop., Chiari ; Banea
Popolare, Cremona; Banca Coop., Imelese;
Bance Popolare, Montepulciano 3 Soc, Coop.
Tipografica, 'adua; Cassa Risparmio, lisa;
Assoe. Gen. Coop. Cunsumo fra prrsonale R.
Aesenale, Spezia 3 Assaciazione Generale Operai,
Turin,

Auselmi, Angelo - - Latteria Coop. di Foreello, Stagno Lombardo.

Anselmi, Carlo - Consorzio Agrario, Cremona,

Antolini, Cattaneo, Banca PPopolue Coop., Argenta,

direttore

Apostoli, Giovanni - Banca Popolare, Este.
Apk)inni, Comm, - - (Treviso).
Graziano

Araldi, Dr. Alessandro - Latteria Sociale, Acquanegra,
Armelloni, Giuseppe - (Soresina).

Armuzzi, Armando - Societd Agricola Operaia, Ostia ¢ Fiumicino.
Armuzzi, Cav. Prof. - Cassa di Risparmio, Ravenna.

Vincenzo
Arnaldo, Napoleone - Consorzio Agrario Sabino, Poggio Mirteto.
Attalico, Bernardo - (Cerignola).
Azzali, Guido . - An. Coop. lavoru braccianti, Colorno.

Azzolini, Comm. Avv. G. Cusp. Romana Impiegati, Rome.
Azzoni, Ray. Cesare - Cassa Risparmio, Borretio,
Baccaroni, Rag. Cav. Pio- Cassa di Risparmio, Mudena.

Baccega, Antonio - - Sindacato Agrario Prealpino, Montebelluna.
Baccelli, Alfredo, Dep. - (Rome).
Balestreri, Francesco - Latteria Sociale, Ci de'Stefani.

Ballewti, Prof. Andrea - Banca Popolare, Reggio Emilia.
" Barbanti Brodano, Avv.. Societd Coop, facchini portabagagli nella stazione,
Giuseppe Bologna.

Barbieri, Ing. Adelchi - Cuop. Fabbricazione Concimi, Cremona.

Barbieri, Cav. Vittorio - Coop. Consumo, Via Sala, Milan,

Barbuggiani, Giuseppe - Cassa Risparmio, Legnano.

Bardeaux, Avv. Cornelio- Banca Popolare Coop., Novara; Banca Coop.
Popolare, Casale Monferrato.
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Bargoni, Cav. Giullo - Banca Popolare Coop., Lendinara ; Banca P'opolare,
Rovigo.
Bargoni, Avv. Cav. - {(Rome).
Foscolo ‘
Bari, Aristide - - Tipografia Coop. Comense, Lega Nazionale,
Barinetti, Comm. Avv, - Cassa Risparmio, Milan,
Alfonso

Baroli, Nob. Dr. Adalfo - (Cremona).
Baroncini, Dr. Cav. - Cassa Risparmio, Imola,
Raflacle ' '
Baroni, Reg. Ettore - Banca Coop. Agricola Comm., Casteggio (1'avia).
Bartolini, Rag. Moliomo - Banca Pop.lare, Castiglione d. Stiv.

Baseggio, Luigi - - Banca "upolare, Motia di Livenza,
Rasile, Cav. Nunziante - Consorzio Agrarin, Salerno.
Basols, Cesare . « (Cremona).

Bassi, Dr. Cav. Ercole - Coup. case e alloggi, Milan,

Bellelli, Arturo - + Sec. An. Coop. fra muratori ¢ manovali, Reggio
Emilia.

Belli, Valerio - - Coop. di Oreficerin, Vicenza.

Bellini, Dr. Luigi - - Societh produttori bozzoli, Cremona.

Bellodi, Rag. Ivo. - - Soc. An. Coop. Consuma, Gavassa,

Belloni, Avv, Fortunato - (Legnago).

Belpaliti, Luigi - - An, Coop. lav. pittori e decor., Reggio Emilia,
Benaglio, Cte. Avy, - Consorzio Agiario, Bergamo,
Giacinto

Benedetti, Rag. Carlo - Unione Coop, Consumo, Netro,
Henini, 'rof. Rodolfo - (Iavia),

Benozzo, Vittorio - - Banca Popclare, Marostiea.
Benzi, Gaetano - - Societd Coop. facchini portabagagh nella stazione,
Bologna,

Berardelli, Avy, Michele: (Turnin).
Bergamacchi, Giovanni - Latteria Socinle, Soresinn,
Bergamnsco, On, Eugenio Banea Popolare Lomelling, Mortara.
dep.
Bergmann, Avv, Cav. - Banca Popolare, Milan,
fl. Gius.
Berinzaghi, Ing. Cav. - An. Coup. di lavoro fra Agric., Rivolta d'Adda,
Francesco
Bernardi, Avv. Antonio - Banea Popolare, Pieve di Soligo; Gruppo Ital.
. Banche Popol., Pieve di Soligo.
Bernini, Rag. Anselmo - Consorzio Agrario Coop. .- Mantova
Bernini. Luigi - - Societd Coop. bracciarti, Conselice,
Berra, Ignazio . - Istit. di Cred. per le Coop., Milan,
Bertazzoli,Cav. Emanucle Conserzio Agric. Coop., Bagnolo Mella,
" Berthod, Dr. ¥lavio - Associazione Agr. Friulana, Udine.
Bertola, Dr. Silvio - Consorzio Agrario Coop., Guastalla,
Besso, Comm. Marco - (Rome). :
Betti, Rag. Vittorio - Banca PPopolare, P'esarcse.
Bettinelli, Ing. Alessandro (Cremona).
Biadene, Rag. Luigi - Banca Popolare, Asolo,
Bianchi, Rag. Cav. Carlo - (Cremona). )
Bignami, Cav. Giuseppe - Soc An. Coop. Operai, Bologna.
Bignamini, Mario - - (Cremona). ' .
Biondi, Cav. Giuseppe - Consorzio Agricolo, Parma. -
Biraghi Lossetti, Rag. - (Milan). :
Davide
Bizzozzero, Antonio - Cattedra Ambulante d’Agric., Parma.
Bo, Riccardo . « An. Coop. Con., Colorno.
Bocchi, Alessandro - Conmizio Agrario, Cremona.
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Boccini, Carlo - - Banca Coop. Ferroviaria, Siena.
Boitani, Guido - . Vetreria Operaia Federale, Livorno.
Bolognesi, Giovanni - Consorzio delle Cuop. di prod. e lavoro per la cos-
. truzione e I’ esercizio della ferov. Reggio-Ciano,
~ Reguio Emilia.
Bolongaro, Emilio « (Ascona).
Bonacossa, Giusep ~ {Milan). v
Bongiovanni, Avv, Ulisse- Banca 'opolare, lecco.
Bor igioni. Dr. Cav. - Banca Popolare, Castelfranco Veneto.
Giovanni
Borghi, Aristide - - Societd Agricola Operaia, Ostia e Fiumicino.
Boschi, Avv.Cav. Andrea- (Cremona).
Bozzi, Alfredo - - Consorzio Agrario Coop., Turin,
Brancadoro, Cte. 1. - Banca Agric. Industriale, San. Benedetto del Tronto.
Brizi, Prof. Alessandro - Cattedra Ambulante d'Agric., Cremona.
Broccardi, Ing. Eugenio- An. Coop. Proauzione, Snmpterdarcna
Broli, Avv. r(.;‘mu:ppe - Cnssa Centr ile per le Casse Cattoliche, Parma.
Bronzini, Ersilis Mayno - Unione Femminile Nazionale, Milan.
Brugnnh, Dante - « (Cremona).
Brunialti, Attilio, Dep. - Cesuna di Rovana.
Brusadelli, Costanzo - Coop. Agricolr, Calvenzano, .
Brusasco, Avy. Arturo - Cassa M. C, Italiana pensioni, Turin,
Bruzzone, Giscomo - Coop. sharco e imbarco carb., Genoa.
Bubani, Ugo - - Coop, Constmo, Faenza.
Bucei, Avv, Alessandro - Hanca Popolare Sabina, Poggio Mirteto.
Bucei, Dr. Gio. Batt. - Banca Popolare, Facnza.
Bufferli, Avv. Antonio - Consorzio Agrario Ceop., Imola.
Bulgarelli, Angelo- - Cassa di Risparmio, Ficarolo,
Bulla, Rinaldo . « Feder. Coop. della Provincia, Cremona,
Bullini, Gaetano - - Soti ?}n Coop. Cons. l’rcvldcnm cd’ Emancipazione,
'udrio.
Busetti, Rag. Ferdinando- (Verona).
Busini, Angelo Giovanni- Coop. Tipografica Operaia, Cramona.
Buxzzatti, Carlo - - Cuop. Bracciante, Argenta.
Cacchi, Guglielmo - Banct Popolare, Cesena.
Calamani, Rag.Giovanni- (Cremona).
Calciate, C. Alessandro - Banca Cattol. S. Antonino, Piacenza.
Calda, Lodovico - - Camera del lavorn, Sampierdarena ; Coop. sbarco ¢
imbaico carh., Genoa ; Lega Nazionale.
Calissoni, Cav. F. . - An. Coop. Con., Conegliano.
Callegari, Dr. Umberto- (P'arma).
Calni, Lui - Soc. An. Coop. fra birocciai, Reggio Emilia.
Cnlwlnn,lf)lr C olombo Consorzio Agrario, Castiglione d. Stiv,
Camana, Giov. Batta, - Banca PPopolare Coop., Massa Marittima.
Camerini, Cte. Dr. Paolo- (Piazzola sul Brenta),
deputato.
Campi, D. Cinzio - - Cattedra ambulante d’Agric., Sondrio.
Canepa, Avv. Giuseppe - Cons. AFr Coop. Val di Nervia, Piani Valle Crosia.
Canovia, Comm. Tito - Banca d’Italia, Rome.
Capellani, P. - - Cassa di Risparmio, Udine.
Caretoni, Alessandro - Banca Popolare Coop., Vicenza.
Carctti, Cav. Giacomo - Isiituto Case Popolari, Rome.
Cargati, Vincenzo - - Feder. Coop. della P’rovincia, Cremona.
Carletti Giampieri, Dr. - Consorzio Agrar. Coop., Ancona.
Giuseppe
Carlom, Avv. Antonio - Consorzio Canale Marzano, Cremona.
Carminati, Francesco - Coop. di Consumo, Cremona.
Cartapati, Giorgio - - Banca Popolare, Bozzolo.
Casali, Eugenio - - Soc. An. Coop. fia muratori ¢ manovali, Regg'o
Emilia.
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Casali, Oreste . - Soc. An. Coop. Consumo, Gavasea,
Casalini, Ing. D 'menico- Consorzio Agrario, Bologna.
Casaretto, Avv. Pier - Cassa Risparmio, GGenoa.

Franco :
Casati, Marchese Ing. - Fabb. Piacentina Concimi C., Piacenza.
Casazza, Avy. Cav, - {Cremona).

Ghenardo
Casclla, Onorato - - Cassa di Risparmio, Mirandola.
Casoli, Spero . - Latteria Coop., Massensatico.

Cassia, Giovanni - Coop. Munatori, Giovecca.

Castaldi, Lina - '« (Cremona).

Castellani, Cav. Rag. - Banca P’rovinciale d. Polesine, Rovigo.
Antonio '

Castiglioni, Rag. - - Coop. Operaia di Consumo, Busto Arsizio.
Giuseppe
Catanzaro, Cav. - - Unione Militare, Rome,
Fortunato : : ,
Catemario, Avv. Carlo, - Consorzio Agrario, Caserta; Banca Popolare Cond’
Duca di Quadri Naples. _

Cattaneo, Cav. Lodivico- Banca Popolare Coop., Lendinara.
Cavaglieri, Prof. Guido - {Rome). ‘
Cavazza, Cav. Giovanni - Cassa Risparmio, Forei,

dirett.
Cavedo, Eugenio - - Coop. Braccianti, Cannuzzo.
Cavour, Servadio - - Banca Operain Ancanitans, Ancona.
Ceccherelli, Antonio - Banca Popolare 'Cuo!)., S. Miniato.
Cecchetti, Dr. Prof. - Consorzio Agrario, Bergamo.
Giuseppe
Cecchetto, Angelo - Banca Popolare, Marostica.

Cecioni, Entico - - Societd Corale Coop., Settignano ; Farmacia Cons’
Florence ; Lega Nazionale.

Celli, Rag. Angelo - Banca P'opolure, PPoppi ; Consorzio Agrario, Pop

Ceresa, Rag. Giuseppe - Credito Popolare, Milan.

Cerini, Azio - - . Unione Naz. Latteric Coop., Milan.

Cerini, Marchese Gerino- Banca Popolare, Firenzuola.

Cerutti, Gio. Battista - Soc. Coop. Consumo fra lavor., Moncalieri.

Cesaretti, Giuse - Banca Popolare, Sasso-Ferrato,
Ch(i:aebren Castelll, Cav. - Consorziv Agrario Coop., Acqui.
sare '

Chiesa, Eugenio - . (Milan).
Chimirri, Bruno - - (Rome).
deputato | : :
Chiodelli, Avv. Gaetano - Credito Commerciale, Cremona.
Chiodi, Rag. Giulio - Banca Popolare Agr. Comm., Pavia.
Chiolini, Francesco - Banca Popolare Agr. Comm., Stradella.
Chiumello,Cav.Giovanni- Coop. Suburb. di Consumo fra Agenti Strade Ferrw*~"
i Milan,
Ciboldi, Achille - - (Cremona).
Ciboldi, Avv. Nicola- - (Soresina).
Ciboldi, Paolo . - (Luignano).
Cicogna,Comm. Antonio- Monte dei Paschi, Siena.
Cicognani, Cav. - : . Banca Popolare Coop., Savignano.
Guglielmo
Ciniselli, Dr. Loigi - (Cremona).
Cinnante, Antonio - Banca Popolare Cosentina, Cosenza.
Cipelli, Avv. Vittorio - (Piacenza).
deputato -
Cipriani, Avv. Camillo - Banca Popolare, Poppi
Cipriani, Cav. Ettore ~ - Fed. Societd Coop. di Roma e P’rovincia, Rome.
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Codovilli, Avv. Giuseppe- Banca Popolare Coop., Marcerata Feltria.
Coen, Comm. Giulio - Camera dt Commercio, Venice.
Coggi. I'rof, Alessandro- {Cremona). : ‘
Coggi, Avv. Guido - Monte di Pictd, Cremona.
Cogrossi, Francesco - Latteria Sociale, Soresina.
Coletti, Prof. Francesco - (Rome). :
Colfi, Prof. Giuseppe - Coop, Consumo, Breno. .
Colombelli, Angc[z - Banca Popolare Coop., Montagnana.
Colomho, Avv. Giuscppe- (Milano). ‘
Colonna, Rag. Giuseppe- Federazione Casse Agrarie, Langhirano.
Comes, Cav, Giuseppe - Binca Popolare Coop., Todi (Perugia).
Cominacini, Dr. Mario - (Oristano Cagliari).
Concini, Comm.Concino- Banca Popo are Sabina, Poggio Mirteto.
Conti, Emilio, scnatore - (Milan), :

del Regno.
Conti, Rag. Luigi - - Banca Popolare, Treviglio.
Corallini, Dr. Giovann, - Cunsorzio Agrario Coop., Acqui. .

dir. -
Curnuggin, On. March. - Banca Popolare, Milan.

Dr. Carlo Ottavio, .

deputato
Cornieri, Avv. Luigi - Cassa Risparmio, Florence.

Corti, Ing, Ernesto - Coop. Imp. bagni mare, Venice.

Corti, Cav. UM Giuseppe- Cassa di Risparmio, Cittd di Castello.

Costa, Dr. Paolino - Banca Coop. Agricola Comm., Casteggio ('avia).
Costantini, Pasquale - Coup, Oper. di Consumo, Nercto.

Cottarelli, Alessandro - Coop. Naz. Impieg. ed Ag. Pastali, Telegr. ¢ Tele-
fon, Milan.

Cranio, Gaetano - - Hanca Popolare, Motta di Livenza.
Cremonesi, Cav. Ettore - Banca Mutua Pop. Ayricola, Palazzolo sull’ Oglio,
Ceespi, — - - - Cassa di Risparmio, Alessandria.

Crespi, Silvio, deputato - (Milan),
Crovetti, Rag. Cav. Vito- Banca Mutua Pnpolare, Mantova.

Croze, Dr. Ottavio - Banca 'opolare, Vittorio.
Cuzzoni, Dr. Ercole - Consorzio Agrario, Mortara.
Dagnino, Felice - - Fratellanza Artigiana Italiana, Florence; Banca

Popolare Ligure e Cassa di Risparmio, Genoa.
Dalai, Cav. Luigi - - (Milan).
Dalla, Rag. Severo « Cassa Coop. Credito Soc. Op., Bologna.
Dalla Volta, Prof. R. - (Florence).
IV Alvise, Prof. Pietro - (I’adua).
ID’Ambrosio, Antonio - Societd di Credito, Mestre,
Dami, Notaio Camillo - Unione Operaia, Colonnata.

D’Ancona, P’rof. - - (Padua).
Alessandro

ID’Ancona, Prof. Di. - (Padua).
Comm. Napoleont

Dandolo, Cav. Dr. - Cassa di Risparmio, Padua.
Giacomo

D’ Angelo, Prof. Pasquale- Cassa di Risparmio, Ascoli Piceno.
Danicli, Avv. Gualtiero- (Rome).

deput, ,
D’Apel, Avv. Prof. - Banca Coop. Agricola, Castel S, Pietro (Emilia);

Comm. Luigi Banca Popolare di Credito, Bologna.
. De Amicis, Avv. Emilio - Banca Popolare, Alfedena.
De Amicis, On. Comm. - Banca Popolare, Alfeden...
Manzsueto
De Andreis, Ing. Luigi, - (Milan).
dep.
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De Balto Squilacioti, - Banca Popolare del Circond., Gerace Marina.
Cav. Leop.
De Barbleri, Arturo - Fed. Coop. Prod. .Lav. e Cons., Genca.
De Benedetti, Rag. Ugo.- Consorzio Agrario, Novara.
De Biase, Camillo - - (Aquila), . .
De Carolis, Carlo - - Fed. Casse Agrarie neutre, Langhirano.
De Carolis, Dr. Vincenzo- Cattedra Ambulante d"Agric., Cremona.
De Colle, Avv. Renato - Banca P'opolare, S. Dona di Piave.
De Falca,Cav. Bernurdo- Consorzio Agrario, Salerno. :
De Francesco, Edoardo - Banca Popolare, Desenzano sul lago.
DeGani, Rag. Arcangelo- Societd Coop. Lav. Sabbionai, Milan.
Del Bondio, Libero - Coap. Ferr. Consumo, Torino; Tipografia Coop.,
, ) Turin : Coop. Selciatori, Twin. -
Dell'Acqua, Carlo - {Legnano) deputato.
Dclla Bona, Cav, - - Banca Populare Coop., Chioggin
Domenico ' :
Della Celia, Nob. Cav. - Cassa di Risparmio, Piacenza.
Gustavo, ' .
Della Corna, Argento - (Sorcsina).
Della Porta, Cav. Rag. - Bancs PPopolare, Milan ; Banca Popolare Lomellina,
Leopoldo Mortara.
Della Torre, Rag. Enrico- Consorzin Agntio, Gubbio.
Della Torre, Luigi - Istit. di Cred. per le Coop., Milan; Socictd
' ‘ Umanitaria, Milan.
Della Zoppa, Comm. - (Turin).
Giovanni
Delle Fontane, Pasquale- Coop., Allmreto di Modena.
De Micheli, Carlo - latteria Sociale, Ca de’ Stefani.
De Momcmnz'or. - - Coop. Agr., Aricnzo; Banca Coop. Popolare,
Marchese G. Arienzo ; Consorzio Age. Coop., Caserta,
Denti, Annetta - - Societd An. Coop. Braccianti, Massa Lombarda.
De Paoli,Comm. Euschio- Soc. An. Coop. Operai, Bologna; Cassa Coop. di
Cred. tra Imp. civ., Bolcgna.
De Practis, Dr. Italo Pio - Banca Ca-tol, Coop., Urbino.
De Tivali, Vitale - - (Pincenza). '
De Vecchi, Comm, - (Milan).
Massimo
Diadi, Rodollo - - Coop. di Lavoro, Fratta Polesinc. _
Diena, Rag. Umberto - Banca delie Coop. della Prov., Reggio d’Emilia.
Dolfini, Maria - « Assoc. Magistrale Femminile, Cremona.
Donini, Don Cesare - (Bignano d'Adda).
Donzelli, Rag. Giovanni - Banea Coop., Grumello Cremon.
Dragoni, Battista - - Associaz. p- Braccianti, Ravenna.
Duliini, Feanccsco, dep. - (Mitan). :
Dugoni. Enrico - - Federszione Coop., Mantovana.

Duina, . Cenare - Banca Popolare, Salo.
‘Emiliani, Cav. Ufl. . Banca Popolare Coap., Vicenza ; Banca I'op. Coop.
Aristide 7 Comuni, Asiago; Banca Coop.,, Codraipo
. (Udine).
Errichelli, Avv. Alfonso- Cassa Coop. di Credito fra Impiegati del Banco,

: Naples. .

Errichelli, Cav. Avv. . Casanoop. di Credito fra Impiegati del Banco,

Gioacchino Naples. :
Evangelisti, Ing. Attilio- An. Coop. operai del mand., Budrio; Lega

: Nasionale.

Fabbri, Avv, Seleno - Istituto Naz. di Credito per gli Impiegati, Rome.
Fabris, Rag. Guido - Banca Mutua Popolare, g:lno. .
. Faldo, Reg. Alessandro- Banca Popolue. Piacenza.

Faidutti, Cav, Luigi - Banca Friulana, Gorizia.
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Falaschi, Glonfatte - An. Coop. Corsumo, Gavorrano:

Faletti, Giusep - Banca Popolare, Catanzaro.

Fanfani, Cav. Ol mto - Consorzio Algnno, Poppi.

Farina, Avv. Angelo - Banca Popolare, Cortona.

Farinola, Gaetano - - Societd Produttori Bozanli, Cremona.

Fasoli, Agostino - - Stagionatura Bozzoli, Bagnola Mella.

Fazzi, Oreste - - Banca Pop. Coop. Livornese, Livorno.
Felciori, Prof. Azeglio - Banca Popolare, Jesi.

Felter, Francesco - - Consorzio Agrario Coop., Manerba.

Fenili, Angelo - - Banca Piccolo Credito Bergamasco, Bergamo.

Feraboli, Ing. Antonio - (Cremona).

Feraboli, Luigi - - Societd Produttori Bozzoh. Cremona.
Ferragni, Avv. Luciano- (Cremuna).

Ferrari, Prof. Bruno - Banca l’opolare, nago.

Fetrari, Erminia - Societ Coo sabhionai, Milan.

Ferrari, Rag. Ettore - Banca PopoKlre Agr Comm., I'ia,
Ferrari, Cav. Lisippo - Banca Popolare, Piacenza.

Ferr.rini, Luigi - - Anon. Cocp. Lavoro Bracclanti, Colorno.
Ferrario, Cav. Ufl. Rag. - Banca Popolare, Lecco.

Riccardo '

Ferraris, Comm. Avv. - Banca Popolare, Acqui; Coop. Romana Impiegati,
Maggior Rome.

Ferrati, Attilio - - Societd Coop., Rifredi.

Ferrati, Renata - - Sacietd An. Coop di Cons. e Prev. fra gli Agenti

' SS. FF., Florence.

Ferrazzi, Gedeone - - Banca l’opnlarc. Dolo,

Ferrcro di Cambiano, - Cassa Risparmio, Turin.

- On. Marchese Cesare

Ferri, Enrico . - Coop. Ferrovieri, Cremona.

Fezzi, Avv. Antonio - Banea Escrcenti, Milan,

Fezzi, Pictro . - Banca Coop., Pizzighettone.

Fiammingo, Prof. - {Rome).
Glumppc

Filippini, Rag. Luigi - Tipogrfia Coop., Turin.
Filomusi, I’rof. Francesco- (Rom.e).

Finzi, Avv. Cav. Cesare - Banca Mutua Popolare, Mantova.
Flora, Cav. Domenico - Banca Popolarc Coop., Modugno.

Fod, Enrico - . - Coop. Naz. Impieg. ed Ag. PostahTelegr ¢ Telefon,
Milan.
Folloni, Leopoldo - Banca Popolare, Montichiari.

Fontana, Avv.. Carlo Banca Mutua Popolare, Schio.

Formentini, Antonio Societd Coop. di Consumo, Luzzara (Reggio E.).

Fornaci, Dr. Camillo - Cattedra Ambulante d’Agric., Milan.

Fornaciari, Dr. Luigi - Consorzio Agrario, Crenona.

Forti, Rag. Giulio - Alleanze Coop., Milanesi; Fed. Mil. Coop. Prod.
e Lav., Milan

Fortuna, i‘rancesco - (Soresina).
Fouquet,Ing. (.no\ant (Castelleone).
Fracaro, Giovanni - Banca Agricola, Milanese.

Franchi, Cav. anccsco- Cassa Risparmio, Turin.
Francisci, Cte.Cav. Pietro Banca Popolare Coop., Todi (Perugia).

Franzino, Giuseppe - Banca Pupolare, Oderzo.

Frazzi, Ing. Francesco - (Cremona).

Frazzi, Romeo - - (Cremona).

Fretti, Cav. Ufl. Dr. - Banca Popolare, Thlenc
Enrico

" Frizzerin, Avv. Federico- (Padua).
Frola, Senatore Secondo- (Turin).
Fronzi, Eugenio - - Lega Nazionale.
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Fumagalli, Erne-to - {(Cremona).
Fulmagalli, Rag. Cav. - Banca Mutua Popolare, Bergamo.
Yietro
Gaia, Avv. Gioachino - Banca Cattol. S. Antonino, Piacenza.
Gajanigo, Cav. Dr. Gio. - Banca Mutua 'opolare, Valdagno.
tt.
Galimberti, Cav. Amadio- Banca Popolare Coop., Chioggia.
Galmorzi, Romilda - Societd Industrie femmm. Ital.. Cremona.
Garavini, Camillo - - Coop. Braccianti, Alfonsine (Ravenna).
Gareschi, Celeste - « (Cremona). .
Garibotti, Giuseppe - Societd Operaia di M. S., Cremona ; Coop. di Con-
_sumo, Cremona ; Lega Nazionale.
Garibotti, Mascheroni - Feder. Coop. della P'rovincia, Cremona.
Garino, Ing. Giovanni - Consorzio Agrario Coop., Turin. )
Gasparini, Dr. Francesco- Banca Mutua Pop. Agiicola, Palazzolo sull’Oglio.
Gasperini, Nico - - Soc. Coop. Cunsumo, Gualtieri (Reggio E.).
Gatteschi, Emanuele - Banca Popolare, Poppi.
- Gatti Casazza, Col. © - Banca Mutua Popolare, Ferrara.
Comm. Stefano
Gavazzi, Lodovico, dep.- (Milan).
Gavini, Avv, Pietro. - (Cremona).
"~ Gazzoni, Aristide - - Banca Popolare, Cesena.
Geisser, Alberto - - (Turin).
Genevini, Ing. Antonio - (Cremona).
Gerevini, Giacomo - (Cremona).
Gerevini, Oliviero - - Societd An. Coop. Braccianti, Massa Lombarda.
Germani, Annibale - (Cremona).
Geronazzo, Angelo - Banca Popolare, Valdobbiadene.
Ghignotti, Giuho - - Societd Operaia di M.S., Cremona.
Gincchino, Rag. Mario - Cassa di Risparmio, Alessandria,
Gialdini, Raf. Enilio - Baneca Popolare, Montichiari.

Gianferrari, Felice - Soc. An. Coop. case Operaie, Regirio Emilia.
Giardini, Rag. Ernesto - Banca Popolare Lomellina, Mortara.
Giardinieri, Oddo - - Latteria Coop., Gaggiano.

Giolo,Cav. Avv.Giovanni- Banca Popolare, Rovigo,
Gioppi, Cte. Comm. - Banca Agricola, Mantovana.
Avv, Cesare .
Giovannetti, Giovanni - Soc. An. Caop. fra Biroccisi, Reggio Emilis.
Giudici, Dr. Giovanni - Cassa Risparmio, Legnago.
Giumelli, Dr. Tullio - Societd Umanitaria, Milan; Fed. mil. Coop. Prod.
. e Lav., Milan,
Giussani, Cav. Ing. - Soc. Coop. Edif. Abitaz Operai, Como.
Antonio ' :
Gnaga, Cav. Rag. G. - Bauca Popolare, Soncino.
Gobli, Prof. Ulisse - (Milan). :
Goffrini, Celeste - - Associaz. Coop. Braccianti, Ravenna.
Gorio, Cav. Dr. Giovanni- (Brescia). :
Gornini, Avv, Furga . Banca Popolare, Bozzolo.
Nob. Scip. ' ,
Gramicia, Curzio - - Coop. Ferr. per costr. case Op., Rome.
Granata, Angelo - - - Lega addetti Conp., Milan,
Grand, Erminio - - Coop. Muraria, Treviglio.
Grandi, Cav. Dante - Coop. Costruz. case Popolari, Rome.
Gmandi, Giovanni - ~ - Soc. An. Coop. Braccianti, Castiglione d’Cervia,
Grassi, Enrico - . Coop. di Consumo, Cremona.
Grassi, Luigi - - {(Soresina). '
Grigolatti, Avv. Comm.. Cassa Risparmio, Vexona,
ianni
Grisietti, Michele - - . Societh Coop. di Consumo, Antella; Lega Nazionale.
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Groppl, Giulio - - Coop. Fabbricazione Concimi, Cremona.
Gruber,Cav. Ing. Teodoro-Sindacato Agricolo, Padua. :
Guadagnini, Rag. Luigi - Bancs Coop., Bologna.
Gualerzi, Cav. Dr. - Consorzio Agricolo, Reggio Emilia.
Francesco
Guarinoni, Napolecone - Banca Popolare, S. Dona di Piave.
Guarneri, Egisto - . (Cremomﬁo
Guati, Avv. Cav. - {Milan).
Federico )
Guerci, Rag. Alfredo - Consorzio Acrario Coop., Ravenna,
Guerreschi, Abramo - Coop. Braccianti, Cannuzzo.
Guida Ansclmi, Virginia- Societa Industric femm. Ital., Cremona.
Guida, Dr. Arnaldo . Latteria Sociale, Ch de'Stefani,
Guidn, Venceslao - - Acquinegra Cremanese,
Guidetti, Prof. Rainero - Unione Conp. Ay:- 11i 8S. FF., Verona.
Guidi, March. Dr. - Bancs, S. Bened. del Tronto.
Antonjo i
Guindani, Rag. Etrore - Conp. di Consumo, Cremona.
Guindani, Ferruccio - (Cremo: a).
Gullo, Rag. Vittorio - Banea Popolare Cosentina, Cosenza.
Gusmani, Cav. Cesare - Consorzio Agrario, Novara,
Hosgremiccia, Clara - {Cremona.
Indrio, 'rof. Dr. Pasqquale- Banca Mutua Popolare, Altamura; Cassa Prov. di
Credito Agrario della Basilicata, Potenza.
Jotta, Avv. Luigi - - (Cremona).
Krassich, Rag. Carlo - Banca Popolare, S. Severo,
Kumbli, Otto . - Latteria Sociale, Acquanegra.
Lacchelli, Cav. Giusenpe- Banca Popolare, Modena,
Landriani, Ing. Antonio (Cremona).
Lasagni, Rag. Vittorio - Coop. di Consumo, Cogruzzo di Castelnuovo.
Latorre, Rag. Leonardo- Banca Popolare, Rutigliano.
Lavriano, Fabrizio - (Pesco Pagano).
Lazzari, Romolo - . Coop. Tipografica Operaia, Crem: na.
Lazzarini,Cav. Ing. Pietro- Banca Popolare, Este.
Levi Della Vida, Ettcre - Associazione fra le Banche Popolari, Rome.
Levi Morenos, Prof. D. - Scuola di Pesca, Venice,
Liverani, Prof. Rag. A, - Banca Piccolo Credito, Vigevano,
Loca, Alessardro - - Coup. Ferrovieri, Cremona.

Lodi, Giovanni - - Societd An, Coop. Barocciai, Novi di Modenpa.
Lodigiani, Umberto - Banca PPopolare, Treviglo.

Longari Ponzone, Nobh. - (Casalmaygiore).

Cav. Giovanni
Longhi, Cav. Rag. Giulio. Banca Popolare, Crema.
Longobardi, Rag. Achille- Banca Popolare Agricola, Sarno.
Lorint, Prof, Avv. Com. - Castello di Mornico,

Teocle :
Luraschi, Giovanni - Cuop. Lavoranti Muratori, Milan. .
Luzzatti, C: mm. P'rof. - Associazione fra le Banche Popolari, Rome ; Banea
Luigi . Popolare Senese, Siena; Banca Popolare Coop.,

Bagnocavallo ; Bancs Coop., Codraipo (Udine) ;

Banca Popolare Coup., S. Agata dei Goti; Banea

Popolare Coop. ,Bassano; Banca Popolare, Venice.
Maccari, Avv. Luigi - Cassa M.C. Ialiana pensioni, Turin,

Magnoli, Ines - - (Cremonaj.
Maldifassi, Avv.Giuseppe (Milan). .
Malfatti, Giuseope - Banca Popolare Coop., Massa Marittima.

Maluta, Cav.Dr. Michele- Coop. Manutenzione Strade, Padua.
Manara, Avv. Prof. Cav.- (Genoa). :
Ulisse
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Mancastropps, Ernesto - Lattcria Sociale, Acquanegra.
Mancini, Carlo - - Coop. Tipngrafica Operaia, Cremono.
Manerba,Cav. Avv.Carlo- Credito Agrario Bresciann, Brescia.
Manestra, Sigismondo - Soc. An. Coop. Falegnami, Ravenna.
Manfe, Cav. Rag. Prof. - Banca Antuniana, Padua.

Giov, ’ ,
Manfrin, Avv. Cav. - Cassa Risparmio, Venice.

Eugenio
Mangano, Antonio - Coop. Aste Dorate, Milan.
Mantellini, Silvio - - Coop. Braccianti e Carrettieri, Faenza.
Mantovani, Giovanni - Banca Popolare, Thiene.

Mantovani, Giulio - Socicta Contadini, Reggio Emilia.
Manuzzi, Dr, Comm. I’io. Cassa Risparmio, Forl1,
Pres.

Manzato, Avv. Renato - (Venice).

Marabini, Anselmo - Fed. Italiana fia Ceraminsti Stovigliai ed affini, Imola.
Marrini, Clemente, dep.- (Rome).

Maralni, Emilio, dep. - (Rome). .

Marangoni, Dr. Francesco- Fabbr. Coop. Concimi, Mantova.

Marcantoni, Avv, - - Banca Popolare, Conegliano.
Giovanni '
Marchesini, Pacifico - Soc, An. Coop. Cons. Previdenza ed Emancipazione,
Pudrio.

Marchiori, Avv. Comm. - Banca P'upolare Coop., Lendinara ; Banca Papolare,

Pietro Rovigo.

Marenghi, Avv, Luigi - (Cremona).
Marenghi, Cav. Rag. - Latteria Coop. di Forcello, Stagno Lombardo.

Rosalino ’ .

Mari, Rag. Anselmo . Fedeinz'one Coop., Mantovana.

Mariani, Rag, Gaetano - Coop. Aste Dorare, Milun g Coop. Stuceat, ¢ Lav.
: - in cem., Milan; Coop, Lavoranti Muratori, Milan.

Marsili, Rag. Prof. - Sac. Coop. Case Popoluri, Terama,

Francesco
Marsili, Servilio -
Marting, — - .
Martini, Dr. Carlo
Martini, Ing. Ettore
Mascati, Filiberto -
Maschie:to, Vittorio

Ciissa Risparmio, Camerino.

Foder, Coop, della Provincia, Cremona.

(Cremona).

Banca Cattol. S. Antonino, Piacenza.

Consorzio Agrario, Salerno.

Gruppo Ital, Banche Popol., Pieve di Soligo ; Banea
Popolare, Pieve di Soligo.

M:isciumunio, I'asquale - (Rome).
eput. :

Mattioni, Avv. G. - - Banca Coop., Terni.
Maturi, Cav. Avy, - Banca Mutua Popolare, Caiazzo
Pasquale
Mauri, -Anna - - Union~ Femminile Nazionale, Milan.
Mazara, Marchese - Banca I’opolare. Sulmona,
Vincenzo ! :

Mazza, Dr. Pictro- - Banca Papolare Agr. Comm., Stradella.
Mazzaggio, Bernardino - Societd Coop. Lavoratori, Castelbaldo; Lega

. Nuzionale.
Mazzali, Mamante - Soc. An. Coop. Baroccial, Novi di Modena.
Mazzanti, Raffacle - Feder. Coop. prod. e lavoro, Ferrara ; Lega
' Nuinmre.
Mazzarini, Prof. ugenio- Banca Popolare, Jesi.
Mazzocchi, Nello - - Banca Coop. Ferroviaria, Siena.

Mazzolini, Francesco - Coop. Carnics di Consumo, Tolmezzo
Mazzoni, Giuseppe - Banca Popolare Coop., Ravenna.
Mazzoni, Nino © - « Socictd An. Coop. Braccianti, Massa Lombarda
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Mazzotto, Cav. Norberto- Sindacato Agricolo, Vicenza.

Melchiorri, Dr.Domenico- Banca opolare, Sasso-Ferrato.

Melli, Angelo | - - Banca Mutua Popolare, Mantova.

Melli, Cav. . Pietro - Banca Popolare, Intra.

Mellini, Avv. Camillo - Unione Coop., Milan,

Memi, Cav. Gobbato - Banca Popolare, Montebelluna.

Menabue, Celso - - Cooperativa, Albareto di Modena.

Mencacci, Arluro - - (Massa Marittima),

Menotti, Luppi - - Soc. An. Coop, Consumo, Suzzara.

Menta, Giovanni - Coop. Braccianti, S. Alberto (Ravenna).

.\lcrciuj, Dre. Ginlio - (Viarepgio).

Merellh, Olinto - . Banca Popolare, Firenzuola,

Meritani, ., deputato - (Sanguinetto),

Merlani, Avv. Alberto - Cass del Popolo, Certaldo.

Meroni, Cav. Luigi - Bai - Popolare, Soncina,

Messa, Ing. Emilio « * . Concordia,” Milan.

Mezz, Avv, Filipps - Banca Popolare, Milan:

Micheli, Celestine - - Banca Agricola, Cosenza.

Micheli, Giovanni - - Socicth Op. M. 8., Conegliano; Societh Op. M.S.
Cremona ; Banco Popolare, Codogno.

Micheli, Dr. Giuseppe - Cas<a di Risparnio, Parma.

Michela-Lindner, Cixela: (Turin).

Mileto, Antonie - - Banea Popolare del Circond., Gerace Marina.

Minesso, Avv, Comm, - (Treviso), A

Leopol,
.\linouln. Rag. Cav. Uf.- Bancea Popolare di Credito, Bologna,
Giotgio .
Mioni . Cav. Avv. - - Banca 'opolare, Dolo.
Giovanni
Miraglio, Comm. - - Cassa Risparmio Banco Napoli.
Mistrorigo, Cesare - Banca Popolare, Arzignano. .
Modesti, Ennlio - - Societd Coop, Muratori, Ravenna.
Modigliani, Avv, - - Feder. region. toscana fra Societd di M.S., Livorno.

Modona, Leone Neppi - (Florence).
Modonesi, Rag. Cav. - Banca Coop., Bologna.
Umberto

Moiolarini, Annibale - (Ficsse).

Moizzi,Cav, Ufl. Zeflirino- Banca Popolare, Padua; Banca Popolare Coop.,
Camposampiero; Banca Popolare Coop., Sondrio;
Banca Popolare, Cittadella.

Moizzo, Giov. Ba'ta. - Tipografia Coop. Comense, Como.

Molteni,Cav. Uff. Juanito- Banca Popolare Conp., Naples.

Monacelli, Rag. EnricoG. Hanca Popolare, Gubbio,

Mondini, Luigi - - Latteria Sociale, Soresina.
Montesi, Melio - - Banca Operaia Anconitana, Ancona.
Montezemolo, Marchese- Coop. Agricola, Mondovi.

Ing.
Monzati, Renato - - Cassa Rurale, Fratta Polesine.
Morandi, Ing. Emilio - Feder. Agr. dei Consorzi, Piacenza.
Morandi, Venceslao - Latteria Sociale, Soresina.
Morelli, Avv. Giuseppe - Cassa Risparmio, Castelfranco Veneto.
Moretti, Giuseppe - (Soresina).
Moroni, Marco - - Sucictd Coop. Muratori, Ravenna.
Moroni, Dr, Pacifico - Consorzio Agrario Coop., Pesaro.

Morpurgo, On. Comm. - Banca Coop. Udinese.
Elio, dep.
Morpurgo, Avv. Comm. - (Milan).
Gerol. :
Mozzarini, Carlo - - An. Coop. Muratori e Manov., Guastalla,



Mozzi, Cav. Baldino
Muncher, Romedio
Murialdi, Avv. Gino.

Nannei, Cav. Rag.
Napoleone

Nardelli, Avv. Tomaso

Nathan, Annie -

Negti, Cte. Eleonoro

Negri, Roberto -
Nicoli, Avv. Enrico

.

Nofri, Gregoria

Nofri, Quirino
Novello, Novelli
Novello, Lugenio

.
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RBanca Coop. Genovesc,

« Soc. An. Coop. Falegnami, Ravenna.

Societd An. Coop. Calderai, Sampierdarena ; Leg
Nazionale. . :

- Banca Mutua Popolare, Florence.

v

*

- Coop. Principe Umberto, Luco ne’ Marsi.

- (Rume).

- Cassa Nazionale Infortuni, Vicenza ; Soc. An. Coop.
*PIndipendenza,” Carmignano sul Brenwa; -
Societd  An.” Coop. Muratori ¢ Manovalia, -
Vicenza ; Lega Nazionale.

(Guastalla).
Consorzio Agrario della Val d’Elsa, Castelfiorentino ;

Banca 'opolare Mutua, Verona.
CoK . Naz. Impieg. ed Ag. Postali Telegr. e Telefon,
ilan.
Alleanza Coop. Torinese ; Lega Nazionale.
Cattedra Amb. d’Agricoltura, Mortasa.
- Banca Popolare Coop., Naples; Banca Popolare,
Codogno. b

)

Novelio, Comm. Rodolfo- Cassa Risparmio, Genoa.

Novi, Comm. Giuseppe

Orefice, Alberto -
Orscetti, Antonio
Osimo, Prof. Augusto
Ostani, Amelia -
Ostani, Ugo .
Yadova, Enrico -
Pagani, Cav. Ufl. Avv,
%esarc
Pagliari, Ir. Claudic

Pagliari, Ing. Giovanni -

Palli, Edgardo -
Pampari, Francesco
Pancaldi, Filippo -

- Banca Coop. Genovese.

- Banca Pop. Caop. Livornese, Livomo.
- Banca Fruilana, Gorizia. :

- Societd Umanitaria, Milan.

- (Cremona).

- {Cremona),

- (Padua).

- Banca Popolare, Modena.

- Camera-di Commercio, Cremona.
(Cremona).

- Cassa Risparmio, Voghera.

- Banca Popolare, Montecchio (Emilis).
- Banea 'opolare di Credito, Bologna.

Panfili fu Vincenzo, Luigi- Banca, S. Bened. del Tronto.
Panizza,Avv.Cav.Cesare- Banca Mutua Popolare, Suzzara,
Paclano, Cte. Manassei - Cassa Risparmio, Terni.

Paoletti, Dr. Girolamo
Paolini, Luigi .
Paolini, Umb rto -
Parentini, Ing. Ettore
Pariani, Cav. Federico
Paris, Rag. Diocle
Parisini, fn
Parodi, Giacomo 1.

- Banca Coop., S. Daniele del Friuli.
- Cussa Risparmio, Imola. = .

- Banca Agricola Milanese.

- Banca Coop., Pizzighettone,

- Ranca Popolare, Intra,

- Banca Operai, Artisti Profess., Bergamo.

g. Faustino - Cassa Coop. Credito Soc. Op., Bologna.

- Banca Ital. M. C. fra esercenti, Genoa. _

Pasinetti,Cav. Rag. Pietro- Banca Unione Coop., Venice.

Pasquini, Dr. Guido
Passeri, Cesare -

- Consorzio Agrario, Poppi.
- (Montcfiascone).

Pavia, Angelo, deputato - (Milan).

Pavoncelli, Giuseppe,
deputato

+ (Cerignola).

Pavoneelli,Giuseppe,jun.. (Cerignola).

Pedrazeoli, Cav. Ing.
Marino,

« Bauca Popolare, Este.

Penazzi, Cav. Francesco - Banca Mutua Popolare, Ferrana.

Pennaroli, Rag. Italo
Penatti, Avv. Cav.
Anacleto

- Cénsorzio Agratio Coop., Turin.
- Banca Agricola Milanese.
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Peragallo, Cornclio - Nuova Coop. Case, Genon.

Pergami,Cav.Dr. Ernesto Banca Popolare, Crema.

Perosini, Avv, Girolamo - Coop. Impiegatl Ragnl Mare, Venice.

Persico, Avv. Guido - Consorzio Agrario, Marsano Appio.

Persico, Rodolfo - . (Cremona),

Peaqiiti, Cav. Envico - (Turin). « :

Pezzini, Rag. Marco - Cog;»:lNu. Impieg. ed Ag. Postali, Telegr. e Telefon,
ilan,

Pezzoli, Zeno . - Coop. Agricola, Altedo di Bologua. '

Piazza, Avv. Francesco - (Cremona).

Piazza, Annctia - - Societd Industrie femm. Ital., Cremona.

Piazzr, Avv. Carlo F. . (Cremona),

Piccagli, Rag. Martino - Banca Mutua Popolare, Suzzara.

Pilacci, Arturo, deputato- (Florence).

Pinchia, Emilio,dcputato- (Ivrea).

Piovene, Comm .'r. - Sindacato Agricolo, Vicenza; Banca Popolare Coop.,

Guirlo Vicenza. ,

Pirelli, Ing. Gio. Battista- (Milan).

Pirolini, Pietro - « Societd Produttori Bozzoli, Cremona.

Pisa, Dr. Ugo - - (Milan). .

Pisani, Rag. Francesco - Cassa Coop. di Prest. e Risp., Reggio Calabria.

Piva, Angelo - - « (Cremuna). .

Piva, Verio - - - Banca Popolare Coop., Massa Superiore.

Piva, Rag. Vittorio » Banca Popolare, Poppi.

Pizzamizlhio, Francesco - (Soiesinal,

Poggi, Alfonso, direttores Primo Consorzio Agrario, Piacenza.

Poglimi, Rag. Angelo - (Basto Arsizio),

Poh, Umberto - - Coop. di Cons, ¢ Soccorso S, Marco, Pisa,

Pollastri, Piciro - - Conp. Con. Avanti, Croce S. Spirito.

Pompei, Ing. Pictro - Consorziv Agrario, Salerna,

Ponti, Senat. Ettore - {Milan)

Sindaco
Ponti, Comm. Lorenzo - Cour. Naz. Impieg. ed Ag. Postali, Telegr. € Telefon,
Milan; Cons. Lombardo Coop. Cons., Milan,

Pottier, 'rof. Antonio <« {Rome).

Prampolini, Dr. Camillo- Cassa Risparmio, Reggio Emilia.

Prampolini, Rag. Guido- Banca Popolare, Catania.

Prandoni, Cesare - + Credito Commerciale, Cremona.

Quaini, Dr. Gioele - Consorzio Canale Marzano, Cremona,

Rabaglietti, Egelfreda - (Macerata). :

Raiueri, Pontecorvi, Avv.. Banca Coop., Terni.

Raineri, On. Prof. - Feder. Agr. dei Consorzi, Piacenza,
Giovanni
Raineri, Luigi - - {Piacenza).

Rava, Cav. Aristide - (Bologna).
Ravenia, Cav. Giov. - (Caghari).
Battista
Ravenoa, Giuseppina - (Cagliari).
nata Pintor
Razzetti, Dr. Carlo - Unione Coop. Modenese ; Cons. Agr. Coop.
Modenese.
Re, Franc-sco - - - Coop. Braccianti, S, Lorenzo.
~ Rebesst, Dr. Federico - (Milan).
Redaclli, Cav, Polidoro - Banca Popolare, Milan,
Redmondi, R.g. Luigi - Banca Coop., Grumello Cremon.

Ricei Maccarini, - - Soc. An. Coop. Braccianti, Lavezzola.
Sebastiano :
Ricci, Cav. Primo - - Banca Provinciale d. Polesine, Rovigo.

Ricciardi, Cesare - - Feder. Region-Toscana fra Societd di M.S., Livorno;
. Lega Nazionale.
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Riggio, Cav. Giuseppe - Banco di Sicilia, Milan.
Riguezi, Bingio -~ - Coop. Cons. Ca-a del Popolo, Borgo S. Donnino.

Rinaldi, Cav. Vittorio - Sindacato Agrario Prealpino, Montebelluna ; Banca
Popolare, Castelfranco Venelo.
Riva, Comm. Giscomo - Feder. Agr. dci Consorzi, Miacenta.
Rizzard', Eugenio - - Banca Populare, Montcbelluna,
Rizeetti, Comm. Carlo - (Turin).
deput. ,
Rizzi, Cav. Ufl, Pietro - Camera Commercio, Cremona.
Robbiani, Ing. Amilcare- (Soresina).
Roetlli,Cte.'igr.A. Fiumi- Banca Popolare, Assisi.
Roccea, Avv. Cav. Fermo- Banca Mutua Popolare, Mantova.
Rolandi, Ernesto - - Banca Cocp., Turin,
Romagnoli, Paclo- - Banca Pop. Coop. del Matese, Piedimon:e d’Alife.
Romanin Jacur, Ing, - (Padua).
Leone, deputato .
Romussi, Avv, Carlo - (Milan),
deputato A
Roncaglis, Rag. Riccardo- Banca PPopolare Coop., S. Fe ice sul Panaro.
Rossi, Rag. Angelo - Banca Mutua Popolare, Caiszzo.
Rossi, Gactano, deputato- (Rocchette {Piovenc)).
Rossi, Giovanni, Barone,- (Schio).
Senatore ael Regno - :
Rossi, Dr. Giovanni - Consorzio Agrario, S. Remo; Cons. Agr. Coop.
* Val di Nervia, Piani Valle Crosia ; - Frantolo
Sociale Coup. della Vallata di Oneglia, Ponte-
dassio. :
Rossi, Rag. Luigi - - Banca Popolare, Como; Banca Operaix Coop.,
' Pesco no; Banea Agricola Industrinle, Sul.
. . mona ; Banca Coop. Operaia, Vercelli,
Rossi, Paolo - - Fed. Coop. Prod. Lav. ¢ Cons., Genoa.
Rossi, Avv. Salvatore - Banca P'op. Coop. del Mates-, Piedimonte d’Alife.
Rota, Avv.Comm. Attilio- Banca Mutua Popolare, Bergamo.
deputato -
Rota, Dr. Giovanni - Conso zio Agrario Coop., Manerba.
Roux, Senatore Luigi - (Rome). :
Roverzi, Rag. Domenico - Consorzio delie Coop. di Consumo della Provincis,
Reggio Emilia. .
Roverzi, Rag. Luigi - Soc. An. C .op. Case Operaic, Reggio Emilia.
Roviglio, Avv. . - Banca Mutua Popolare, B.rgamo. , .
Ferdinando - o
Ruini, Rag. Carlo- - Consorziv delle Coop. di Prod. ¢ Lavoro per la Cos-
: iruzione e P'esercizio della ferrov. Reggin-Ciano,
: Reggio Emilia.
Ruggeri, Rag. Galileo - Panificio Coop., Cremona.
Rubino, Ing. Giulio,dep.- (Dongo).
Rusconi, Carlo - - Coop. Metallurgica, Milan.
Russitano, Avv. Ernesto- Istituto di Previdenza, Palermo.
Saccomano, Vincenzo - Banca Popolare, Oderzo.
lin, Ing. Alberto - Consorzi:, Agricolo, Parma.
Sala, Clemente « Coop. Edif. ** Ls Previdente,” Cinisello.
Saldelli, Giuseppe - - Coop. Consumo, Fontanellato.
Salmoiraghi, Angelo - (Milan).
Salomon, Maria - - Assoc. Magistrale Femminile, Cremona.
Salomoni, Ernesto < Latteria Suciale, C de’ Corti.
Salsi, Antonio - - Fed. Prov, Coop. (‘onsumo, Parma.
Salvalaglio, Avv. Cav. - Banca Popolare, Lodi.
Giussppe o
Salvatori, Ugo - - Coop. Anonima, Querceta {(Lucca).
cl
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Sambusseti, . Luigi - Unione Interprovinc. Agricola, Cremona.
Samoggis, Dr. Massimo- Societh Umanitaria, Milan. -
San!:ﬁcc. Dr. Ovidio - Cattedra Ambulante d’Agric., Cremona.
Sanpietro, Oreste - - Banca Popolare, Treviglio.

Sante fu Achille, Ghezzo - Cassa di Risparmio, Ravenna.

Santi, Ing. Aliredo - Consorzio Agerio, Bolngna.

Santini; Tolomeo - - Banca Popolare Coop., Scansano.
Saporetti, Cav. Luigi - Banca Popolare Coop., Ravenna.
Sartoretti, Cav. Ing. - Banca Mutua Popolare, Mantua.

Francesco
Sartori, Luigi - - Banca Popolare Coop., Montagnana.
Sasdelli, Giuseppe, - Coup. Consumo, Fontanellato.

muestro
Scappini, Cav. Giuseppe- Banca Popolare Mutua, Verona.
Schilen, Ruggero - - Banca Popolare, Conegliano.
S roll},Cav. Rag.Luigi- Banca Agricola, Mantovana.
Schneider, Teodoro - Credito Commerciale, Cremona,
Sciocchetti, D. Francesco- (S. Bened. del Tronto).
Serena, Dr. Cav. Antonio- Banca Popolare, Montebelluna,
SerzePeretti,DonAntonio Cassa Rurale, Fratta Polesine.
Sifglli, Avv, Comm. - Banca Coop., Frosinone.

iacinto

Signorile, Celestino - Consorzio Agrario Coop., Turin.
. Signorini, Ing. Angelo - Coop. Fabbricazione Concimi, Cremona.

Silvani,Avv.Cav.Eurico. Banca  Popolare di Credito, Bologna; Banca

Popolare Coop., Viterbo.

Silvestri, Comm. Rag. - Banca Popolare, Milan,

Giov,
Sitta, Cav. Prof. Pietgo - Banca Mutua Popolare, Ferrara.
Soldi, Ing. Matteo - Consorzio Canale Merzano, Cremona.
Soldi, Prof. Romeo - {Qremona). . '

Soldi, Tullio . {(Cremona).
Soranzu, Cte. Gustavo - Societa di Credito, Mestre.
Sparagana, Cav. Mattia - Banca Popolare, Pontecorvo (Caserta).
Sperlari, Giuseppe - Coop. Muratori, Lavezzola.
Spinelli, Cav. Avv. - Banca Popolare, Modena.
~ Vincenzo
Spotti, korico -
Stafla, Avv. Pasquale
Stagionatura, Bozzoli
Stirati, Cav. Gabriele
Stringher, Comm. Prof.

Bonaldo
Suardi, Cte. Gianfurte - (Bergamo).

deputato
Sufflico,Cav. Dr. Antonio- Banca Mutua Pop. Agricola, Palazzolo suli’Oglio.
Tabacchi, Rag. Luigi - Banca Mutua Popolare, Valdagno.
Taddei, Rainerio - Panificio Coop., Cremona.
Tagliabue, Aristide - Fiderazione Diocesana " delle Opere Economico-

Sociali, Milan.

Tardioli, Rag. Antenore - Coop. Braccianti ¢ Muratori, Macerata.

Coop. Muratori, Lavezzola.

Consorzio Agrario, Marsano Appio.
(Bagnola Mella).

Banca Popolare Coop., Gubbio (Umbria).
Banca d'Italia, Rome.

Terni, Sforza - - (Crema).

Terni, Avv, vito - - Banca Operaia, Anconitano.
Test, Cav. Andrea - - Banca Mutua Popolare, Pistoja.
Teso, deputato - - {Rome).

Testa, Tommaso - - Banca Popolare, Aveziano.
Tittoni, On. Tomaso, - {Rome)..

Ministro
Tons, Cav. Giuseppe

Banca d’Italia, Rome.
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Tornimbeni, Stefano - Coop. Bracciaiti, Argenta.
Tortora, Cav, Ufl. Avv.- Bancr Popolare .‘\gncola, Sarno.
Onofrio
Tosatti, Cav. Dr. Emilio- Banca P'opolare Coop., S. Felice sul Panaro.
Tosi, l:no-c - . - Cattedra Amh. Agric la, Udine.
Tosoni, Giuseppe - - An. Coop. di Lavoro fia Agric., Rivolta d'Adda.

Trapani Lombardo,Cav.. Cassa Coop. di Prest. e Risp., Reggio Calabria.
Antonio

Treapelletti, Ottorino - Coop. Agricola, Calvenzano. '

Travani, Francesco - Latteria Saciale Coop., Lauco.

Trentin, Cav. Antonio - Banca Popolare, S. oné di Piave.

Treves di Bonfili Alberto, (Rume).

Senatore
Tridenti, Dr. Enrico - Sucietd Operaia, Borgo S. Donnino.

Trioni,Avv.Comm.T'rof.- Cassa di Risparmio, Modcna.

Gms.
Trombetti, Luigi - - Coop. Braccianti, Medicina.
Turina, Fortunato - - {Casalbuttano).
Valanza, Cav. Dr. Dante - Bancs Mut. Coop. fra Operai, Guastalls
Valenza, Francesco - Soc. An. Coop. Operai Bracc., Guastalla.
Valenzo, I'residente - Bunca Popolare, tiglion Fiorem.
Valery, Ing. Domemco - (Loreto).
deputato :
anlctta, Prof. Rag. - Banca Coop., Tarin,
Vittorio .
Valli, Giovanni - - Circ. Coop. ** Figli del Lavoro,” Palazzolo sull’Oglio.
Vallonica, Avv. Cav. - Banca Vopol. Yrov. Macerata. .
Gualterio :
Valsecchi, Ing. Antonio - Fed. Mil. Coop. Prod. e Lav., Milan.
Vandelli, Gaetano - Banca Popolare, Modena,
Vanotti, Prof. Cav. - Banea Popolare, Luino,
Giovanni, ,
Vecchi, Rag. Guelfo - Banca Popolare Coop., Fabbriano.
Vendramini, Avv, - - (Buassano Lcnctu)

Francesco, deputato
Veneziani, lng Arturo - Coop. Costruzioni fra Lavor. Muratori ¢ Affini,

Diacenza.
Vercxllo,Cav Ferdinando- Banca Coop. di Crcdlto, Catanzaro.
Verunesi,Cav. Ufl.Sante - Coop. Romana Impiegati, Rome,
Verro, Bemurdmo - Unione Agricola e Federaz. oonmd:m terra sicula,
Corleone.
Viappiani,-Dr. Alfrcdo - Cattedra Amb. d’Apraria, Chieti ; Banu Popolare
. Chioggia ; Banca Popolare, Castelfranco Veneto ;
_ ) Banca Coop. di Credito, Catanzaro.
Villa, Emidio - - An. Coop. Lav. Pittori e Decor., Reggio Enulia.
Villa, Avv. Giovanni - (Rome).
Vnmercntl Cav. Carlo - (Milan). '
Vitali, Cav. Rag. Dnv:dc Credito Agrario Bresciano, Brescm
Vtgon:engelo, P'rof. Avv. - Cattedra Ambul. d'Agricoltura, Reggio d'Emilia.
obert
Volpari, Giacomo - - Coop. Muratori, Piangipane.
Volpini, Augusto - - Socicta Operaia di M.S., Cremona.
Wild, Otto - - - Banca Pop lare, Reggio Emilia.
Xella, Rag. Alfredo - Consorzio Agrario Coop., Imola.
Zabeo, Onor. Egizio - Banca Popolare, Dolo.
o,Cav Prof. Fetruccio Cattedra Ambulante d’Agr., Piacenza.
. Zalli, Avv.Comm. Tiziano Banca Popolare, Lodi.-
Zanardi, Avv. Lorenzo - Banca Operai, Artisti Profcss.. Bergamo
* Zanelli, Avv Bernardo - Comizio Agrario, Cremona.
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Zanelli, Avv. Plinio - (Cremona).
Zangrandi, Ettore - - Cassa Risparmio, Piacenza.
Zanolli, Cav. Antonio - Banca Popolare, Castelfranco Veneto.
Zanon, Filippo - - Soc. M. go {ra artieri, Schio.
Zanutti, Giaseppe - - Banca Popolare Coop., Cividale.
Zappieri, Giovanni . (Cremonuﬁo
Zavaritti, Dr. Giulio - Consorzio Agrario, Bergamo,
Ziglioli, Stefano - - Coop. Braccianti, Voltana (Lugo).
Zoppi, Avv.Comm. Gio. - Cassa Risparmio, Verona.

jatt,
Zucchelli, Rag. Marcello- Societd di Credito, Mestre.
Zucchini, Comm. Cesare- Cns!:g di_Risparmio, Bologna; Cassa Risparmio,

imini,

The following Societies became members of the Congress without,
however, appoinising a delegate :—
Abbiategrasso -« Banca Popolare.
Agnone - . - *La Sannitica” B.P.
Brescia - - . « Federazione DProvinciale DBresciana delle Societk
M.S. e Coopcrazione.

Casalbuttano - - - Turina Fortunato,

Castelnuovo - -+ Coop. Braccianti.

Cosenza . - Cassa di Risparmio di Calabria.

Cremona . - Assoc. Opernia femm. di M. S,
* Fermne . -« Consorzio Agrario.

Florence -+« Unione Coop. Consumo.

Ladi . . « Soc. An. Coop. Panificio.

Lonigo - - . - Banca Popolare.

Lucca « - - Cassa di Risparmio.

Milan - . Coop. Tramvieri Edison.

Milan - - . Fed. Ital. Soc. di Mutuo Soccorso

Milan . . . La Popolare Vita,

Monopoli - - Banca Popolare.

Monterotondo - Banca Pupolare,

Noale . - Banca Popolare.

Oppido Mamertina BBanca Popolare.

Palermo .« . Camera Commercio ed Arti.
Palermo - - Cassa Cent. Risparmio V. L
Pesco Pagano . Banca Populare Coop.
Piacenza . . Coop. Coustruz. Lav, Faleg.
Piacenza . - Ul Centr. Fabb. Conc.egoop.
Pisa .

Pitelli . Soc. An. Coop.

Fabbrica Coop. Perfosfali.
Banca Popolare,
Coop. Agricols Reggiana.

Portogruaro - .
Reguio di Calabria -

-« Comizio e Con-orzio Coup.
Reggio Emilia - -

Riew . - - Cassa di Sovvenzione,

Rivara di Modena - Coop. di Consumo.

Rome - - Cassa di Risparmio.

Rome - - - Coop. Conduttori Vetture,

Salerno - - Cassa di Risparmio.

Savigliano - . Banca Cuop.

Turin - . Federaz. Operaia Piemontese Mutua Coop. Leghe.
Turin - - Soc. Coop. Operaj Tessitori.

Torre di Pordenone Magazzeno Consumo.

Vercelli - - = Cassa di Risparmio.

Voghera - - - Consorzio Agrario Coop.



Treub, Prof. Dr. M. F, -
Dehli, Mme. -,

Goodolphim, Costa.

lssakof, P. N. -
Krzysanowski, Dr. A,

*

de Ena, Vicomte
Ramirez, A. - - .

Koch, Mme. C. - .
Roaos, Mile. C. . .
Tierneld, T. . .

erneld, Madame - .

Poncini, Charles -

Baillie, Miss
Bradley, Miss
Fay, C. R.

Fay, Mrs.

Fay, Miss

Lord, Miss -
Norman, H. F,
Paterson, Miss M.

Thompson-Smith, Miss -

'L
NETHERLANDS.

NORWAY.
PORTUGAL.

RUSSIA.
SPAIN.

SWEDEN.

SWITZERLAND.

UNITED KINGDOM,
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RULES FOR THE CONGRESS.

1. The Seventh Congress of the International Co-opera-
tive Alliance will be held at Cremona, on September 23rd
to 26th, 1907, at the Politeama Verdi.

2. In accordance with the Rules of the International
Co-operative Allianct the following classes of persons will be
entitled to attend :(—

(1) Delegates of Groups, Federations, and Co-operative
Societies, which are members of the Inter.
national Co-operative Alliance, and not in
arrear in their subscriptions, the delegates being
properly accredited by such organisations by
nomination bearing the signatures of the Presi-
dent and the Sccretary.

(2) Individual members of the International Co-opera-
tive Alliance not in arrear in their subscriptions,
who have been admitted under Clause 3 of the
Alliance Rules., _

(3) Persons admitted as members of the Congress only,
on payment of 6s. to the Alliance funds.*

(4) Persons invited by the Central Committee in virtue
of the power conferred upon it by Clause 19
of the Alliance Rules.

3. Nominations of delegates and applications for mem-
bership may be received during the Congress and dealt with
by the Central Committee in such sittings as it may hold.

4. Admission to the proceedings of the Congress, gather-
ings, excursions, etc., will be by personal ticket, which will
be issucd to delegates in exchange for their notice of nomina-
tion and to everyone qualified under Clause 2 upon his making
proper application.

Groups, Federations, and Co- operatxve Societies are
entitled to ‘appoint more delegates than one, but the power
of voting is restricted to one only, whose name must be
specially communicated to the Central Committee.

One member may represent up to five organisations, and
exercise on their behalf the right of voting.

* The misimum subscription from memnbers of the International Co-operative Alliance
is 10s. p.a. However, individual members are elig,\ble only from’ countries in which, in the

opinion of the Central Committee, Co-operaticn is atill so insufliciently orgamud as to
vurunt such course. (Rule 3.)
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6. The right of voting, which includes the right of speak-
ing, is reserved for properly appointed delegates only, nomin-
ated either by socicties or other organisations or else under
Clause 22 of the Alliance Rules by ten individual members of
the Alliance not in arrear in their subscriptions, every one of
whom is entitled to vote for some such delegate, but only for
one. Delegates of these two descriptions will be supplied
with red tickets, which will have to be shown on division and
will alone count. o

‘Individual members of the Alliance and dclegates of
Groups, Federations, and Co-operative Societies not selected
for the vote, will have the right of speaking, subject to the
present rules, but not of voting. They will be supplied with
blue tickets. :

~ Members of the Congress only are not permitted to vote,
but may be permitted to speak by the Chairman of the Con-
gress. Their tickets will be yellow. .

Persons invited by the Central Committec will receive
complimentary tickets of a white colour. Their speaking is
subject to the Chairman’s invitation. -

6. Every member of the Congress, whatever his category,
will be entitled to take part in all the proceedings, excursions,
etc., as well as to receive a copy of all printed matter issued
in connection with the Congress and a copy of the Report.

All printed matter will be issued in three languages,
English, French, and German, and at the discretion of the
local organising Committee, also in Itahan. Each member
will, however, be entitled to one set of publications only.
The Report of the Congress will be sent to such members only
as leave their addresses with the Central Committee.

7. The three languages permitted in addressing the
Congress are : French, English, and German ; also, subject
to the presence of ain interpreter, Italian. The substance of
all that is said will be rendered by translation in the other two,
or three, languages. »

8. The Chairman of the Congress is the President nomin.
ated by the Central Committce. The other officers of the
Congress will be elected at the opening sitting on the proposal
of the Central Committee. .

9. A programme of proceedings will be issued to every
member of the Congress at the opening of the Congress or
before. It will be in the discretion of the Chairman to alter
the order in which subjects are discussed, and with the consent
of the Congress, the hours laid down in the programme.
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New subjects, not contained in the programme, and motions
relating to the same, may be brought forward with the appro-
val of a Committee to be appointed at the opening of the
Congress for the examination of all such matters. The same
Committee shall decide in the event of any unforeseen question
arising in the course of the proceedings, how such is to be
dealt with.

10. The opening papers on each of the questions selected
for discussion will be printed in three languages (or four, if
Italian be admitted), and distributed to members of the
Congress. They will accordingly not be translated. Twenty
minutes will be allowed to each selected speaker for his opening
remarks. Other speeches are not to occupy more than ten
minutes, except by permission of the Chairman with the
approva.l of the Congress. The limit allowed may be shortened
by vote of the Congress. :

Nobody will be entitled to address the Congress more
than once on the same question, except the openers of dlS-
cussions; who will have the right to reply.

11. In accordance with the Rules of the International
Co-operative Alliance all observations of a political or contro-
versially religious character are strictly forbidden.

6 12. In matters of order the Chairman’s ruling shall be
nal.




REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

For the year ending June 3oth, 1907.
THE International Co-operative Alliance finds itself stronger
to-day, alike i membership and in respect of income, than
ever before. No less than 100 new societies have been elected
members within the last year, and § individual members,
all individual members being resident in Finland. Our
annual receipts from subscriptions and donations amounted
last year to £608 ls. 8d., which is nearly £69 better than in
the preceding year. :
oth in respect of membership and of subscriptions the

};_I:dominance of the United Kingdom continues conspicuous.

e present representation of the 25 countries providing
members for the Alliance is as follows* :—

No. of

Country, Societics. Individuals.  Total.
Australia e 1
Austria . 12 12
Belgium bee 16 16
Bulgaria 1 1 2
Canada 1 1 2
Cape Colony ... “ 2 1 3
Cyprus . | |
Denmark .68 e
France 38 3
Germany e 88 88
Greece . . e 1 : 1
Hungary a3 e 83
India 1 ]
Ital 6 (]
Netherlands ... . 26 24
Norway | )
Roumania ... 1 )
Russia and Finland 7 ] 168
gervil ve 1 1

in 1 1
S?v‘e‘den 1 1
Switzerland ... .. 11 11

. United Kingdom . 871 N
United States ... . 8 3 8
West Indies ... 3 . 8
632 18 630

In respect of finance the United Kingdom contributes
£308 16s. O0d. to not quite £200 coming from all the other
countries, the amounts subscribed by each of which are
shown in an appendix to the balance sheet.

There is, however, a very marked increase observable
under both heads to the credit of Germany. Germany has
within the past year added 57 new members to its representa-
tion and increased its annual contributions from £28 14s. 6d.
to £64 bs. 7d. This is evidently the result of the active

* Per the figures up to December 3ist, 1907, see page $4
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interest shown and vigorous efforts made for the benefit of
the Alliance by our colleagues representing that country on
our Committee, for which our thanks are due.

Our German colleagues have betokrned their mterest
in another way, by making the Alliance the subject of a
discussion at their last annual Congress. We have thought
it right to communicate the text of a paper then read by a
leading member of the Union of German Distributive Societies,
Herr Lorenz, to our members.

From the results obtained in thc United Kingdom and
in Germany it is quite evident that it is the active interest
shown by members of the Alliance in their several countries
which adds to our strength and utility. It is far less material
what opinions are put forward than that there should be
interest shown. Everybody has a right to his own opinion.
Those suggested by the majority will prevail. But Herr
Lorenz is perfectly right in saying that the Executive Com-
mittee in London cannot be expected to work single handed,
that every part of the Alliance should be active, and that
initiative and responsibility should be divided. We trust
that the example set by onr German colleagues will be followed
clkewhere.  In that case we may expect a substantial addition
alike to our membership, our funds and our utility. :

The mention of the matter of fimance at the last Congress
appears to have done good.  Our receipts are still very much
smaller than they ought to be.  But it deserves to be noticed
that a fair number of organisations have increased, in some
cases doubled, their subscriptions.  The English Co-operative
Wholesale Socicty now subscribes £25, the Swiss £20, the
German f£10. There are now 152 members paying more
than the modest minimum prescribed in the Rules. Par-
ticulars will be found in the list appended to the balance heet.

An item figuring conspicuously in our accounts this year
is the Co-operative Bibliography, which has been issued at
a total outlay of £214 2s. 11d., and at a very great expenditure
of time and labour by those engaged in its preparation. The
Bibliography is however generally commended, and considered
well worth its outlay and of appreciable utility to the cause
of Co-operation. There is a steady demand for it at our
publishers in London, Paris, and Berlin. The Bibliography
has of course been issued gratuitously to members and con-
tributors. Our Congress reports also meet with an increasing
demand. Our publications are purposely priced low, so as
to make them accessible to all.

The number of our members can scarcely be given with
absolute certainty. e have lost 24 societies by resignation
or dissolution within the past year, 9 being in the Netherlands.
The members on our list now stand at 650—as compared with
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627 at the close of the Budapest Congress. - However, as
many as 93—81 of them Dbeing in the United Kingdom—
subscribe only irregularly, without at the same time ‘desiring
to have their names taken off the list, as the Rules prescr.be. -
The attention of the Central Committee may have to be
called to this at Cremona.

Other questions which will have to be considered by the
Central Committee are the following :—(1) The finances of
the Alliance ; (2) the composition of the Central Committee ;
and (3) the Rules generally.

Notice has been given by the members of the Central
Committee here named that they will call attention to the
following matters :—Messrs. Kaufmann and Dr. Hans
Miiller—The Taxation of Co-operative Societies. Messrs,
Kaufmann, Lorenz, and Dr. Hans Miiller—Revision of the
Alliance Rules. Messrs. Kaufmann and Exner—The method
of election of members of the Central Committee.

The following members of our Central Committee retire
by rotation and are, with the exception of Dr. Kusztelan,
who is dead, all of them re.cligible; Messrs. Salas Anton,
Avramovitch, Barré, Bertrand (co-opted in the place of
M. d’Andrimont), Blem, Exner (clected at Budapest to
replace M. Ponti, the seat being transferred from Italy to
Austria), Goedhart, Hélies, Hogsbro, Kaufmann, Kusztelan, .
Mclnnes, Maffi, Maxwell, Nelson, Prevel, (co-opted in the
place of Dr. Criiger), Schiir, and Wolff. In addition the.
Central Committee will have to decide which of the two
Austrian members, MM. Stupecky or Kessler, shall retire
by rotation, both having been co-opted in the place of Herr
Wrabetz, by which means the Central Committee has been
increased to 38, after which, according to the Rules, 19 must
retire at the end of Congress.

We have a fresh removal of our office to report, to 6,
Bloomshury Square, London, W.C. Qur new office is very
conveniently situated and we have made si:. of it for seven
years.

We have the Italian Congress Committee to thank for
very vigorous and judicious action in the preparation of our
forthcoming Congress, for which everything promises most
successfully. They have succeeded in evoking a great deal
of friendly local interest, which has betokened itself, among
other things, in a very liberal supply of funds, which ‘shows
how utterly unfounded were the apprehensions expressed
that sufficient support would not be forthcoming. Whoever
knows the Italian People’s and Savings Banks knows how
ready they always are to support a good cause like Co-opera-
tion. There is every prospect of a successful and practically
useful Congress, : '
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BALANCE SHEET

OF THE
INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE ALLIANCE,

From 1st July, 1908, to 30th June, 1907.

T. FARE I qr. £ s d
To Balance in hand, June By Rent of Office ... ..85110 0
1st, 1908 .10 0 0 ,, Salaries... ..116 0 6
+» Subscriptions .. ...469 13 2| ,, Printing and Stationery 17 19 §
»» Donations ... 38 8 61 , Postagesand Telegrams 10 10 §
»» Sale of Publications ... 37 8 11 | ,, Office Cleaning .. 7 81
»s Rent ... e 10 10 6 | ,, FElectric Light and Coal 31110
»» Interest on Depom A/c 210 77) " Travelling . 2 7 4
»» Congress Member'sSub- s+ Typewriter Repairs and
scription ... .. 060 New Machine 818 9
»» Withdrawalsfrom Bank 438 15 6 | ,, Removal, Carriage and
Sundries . . 8709
»» Bibliography—
Printing ...185 17 6
Postagesand
Carriage 15 9 11
Translations,
ctc. 19 0
- 204 6 5
»» Bank Deposits... L0568 17 8
»» Balance in Hand .10 00
£1,003 13 2 £1,003 13 2
E o ] RNty
BANKING ACCOUNT.
PARE 9 s. d.
To Balance in hand, july By Withdrawals, June 30th,
Ist, 1908 ... 34219 3 1907 e .436 15 6
»» Cash  Deposi's, ]une ,» Balance in Bank ...463 1 35
30th, 1907 ... 8556 17 8
4899 16 11 L899 18 11
e 0 R

LIABILITIES AND ASSETS.

s. d.
To Balance Assets over
Liabilities ... .473 1 5
{473 1 3
vl

£ s d.
By Cash in Bank .. ..463 1 §
,. Cashin Hand... .10 0 O

£473 1 8

Audited and found correct,

[uly 3rd, 1907.

A. WHITEHEAD.
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SUMMARY OF SUBSCRIPTIONS AND
DONATIONS, 18_98-1907.

' No. of yearsin

1906-7. 1807-8.—1906-7. membership.
United Kingdom ... 808 16 0 .. 2,302 7 3 « 10 :
Germany .. 61 8 7 282 0 O 10
Switzerland ... . 2810 0 . .. 124 2 38 10
Austria .. 1811 8 .. 57 4 4 10
France .. 1814 8t .. 200 0 8 10
Netherlands ... ... 1417 4 .. 225 17 11 9
Hungary ~on1me . 52 8 4 5
Russiaand Finjand ... 9 1 8 .. = 201610 8
Italy 613 8: ... 33 €« 7 8
Sweden 6 9 6% .. 14 80 7
Denmark .. .. 418 8 .. 31 81 10
Belgivm 416 7t .. 38 7 68 8
Servia in 300 13 1 7 2
Bulgaria 2 0 78 .. 4 8 7 3
United States ... 2 5 3 T 13 3 10
Canada 110 6 2086 3
Roumsnia ... 1 39 3 7 4 4
Cape Colony ... 1 06 .. 3 6 6 4
Spain - .. 413 0 8
India - S 4 0 0 9
Australia e e —_ . 312 0 8
West Indies ... - .. 310 0 .. 6
Cyprus - b 1 006 .. 3
Greece - .. 0 5810 3

4006 1 R £3,630 1 3
e~ [

* Partly for two years. { Deduction made for exm-u of coliection. 3 Partly for four year.
§ Partly for three ysars. § Subscriptions in arear tor 1900-7.
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MEMBERS OF THE ALLIANCE,

Grouped according to Countries

(to Dec. 3lst, 1907).

NOCIRTINS, INDIVIDUALS, Mem.
R e s SR I Co Lers
ctual Dis- | Actual \nr:b‘. scribing
CounTuixs. N’\umber Elected ':::d '"l:f“' b}ucmbe‘r Klected on'p '3:;’:
k-‘e’“. ' | signed Subscrl. on, . ". Regis-| "y
gis- | 19u6-7. in - Lers. Regis: | 39087, | ter. | yeip,
ter. ‘“.7' | ter. mum.
| | |
Australin S v . 11
Austoig ... ST 1) 7T L e 1L S B
Belgium L83l - 16, 1
British South Africa l 2 N P2 T ST N
Bulgaria - . U P oo v 2
Canuda . t L . ol 2 2
Cyprus B oo 1 1
‘Denmark I ¢ . P ¢
France " UL BT T 7 R I 60 2
Germany e NOOLO8 o LR L
Greece SVRRUR SR : l | S
Hungary e 320011 32 2
India NI | | TR O R 1 1
Italy w9 4 e 9 3
Netherlands ... .| 26 1 .. | o] 2| .| .. | 2| 4
Norway . O S | . 1 1
Portugal T | 1
Roumania VI UL 1 1 2 1
Russia and Finland Tl 2 10 ¢ 17 4
Servia | | S |
Spain NI B 1 | 2 2
Sweden R N 1 1
Swirzerland N P | 12 11
United Kingdom: L35 24 a3 53 t 355 98
United States ... A S 3 3 3 R 1
West Indies o3 1 3 3
5
Totals for 1908-7 ) 635 | 120 54 61 22 8 | 657 | 164
|
| f
Totals after Budapest, |
Congress’ ...} 517 ! 10 e | 027
1

* Six donors. v + Thirteen donors.
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SUMMARY OF THE PROCEEDINGS.

LARGE as was the attendance at the Sixth Congress of the
International Co-operative Alliance, that at the Scventh,
held at Cremona from 22nd to 25th September, 1907, far
surpassed the previous record. No fewer than 207 socicties
in membership with the Alliance had sent 177 dclegates
from 15 different countries, and in addition to these there
were 930 members of the Congress, the great majority, viz.,
865, of these being Italian. The total attendance, including
14 official representatives sent by 9 different states, amounted
to about 1,100.

The proceedings began on Sunday afternoon, September
22nd, when the Central Committec held a very largely attended
sitting in the Politeama Verdi.

The formal opening of the Congress took place on Monday,
September 23rd, at 9 a.m., in the presence of the Italian
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Signor Tittoni, the Under-
Secretary of State;, Signor Dari, and other distinguished
representatives  of several nationalities.  The  proceedings
were of a purely ceremonial character and the sitting closed
soon after 10 a.m.  In the afternoon many members of the
Congress visited the co-operative institutions at Soresina,
and the evening was devoted to a reception given by the
Mayor of Cremona, in the Town Hall.

On Tuesday, September 24th, there were Congress sittings
both morning and afternoon, lasting till 8 p.m., and in the
-evening members of the Congress attended a gala puiform-
ance ! the Opera.

The whole of Wednesday, September 25th, was devoted
to the final sittings of the Congress, which closed with a
banquet given in honour of the Congressists in the evening.

The following days were given over to a series of highly
interesting and instructive excursions, the mecinbers of the
Congress meeting on all sides with boundless hospitality and
cordiality from municipal, no less than from co-operative
:sources. The towns visited included among others, Piacenza,
Reggio Emilia, Lodi, Crema, Milan, and Venice, the two
last mentioned municipalities generously providing stcamer
excursions and banquets, on Lake Maggiore and on the
Lagoon respectively. ' '



PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

Seventh Congress of the International
Co-operative Alliance.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22nd, 1907.

MEETING OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE BEFORE THE
CONGRESS.

Held in the Politcama Verdi, at Cremona, at 3 p.m.

Present :—Mr. H. W. Wolff (in the Chair), His Excellency
Svend Hogsbro, Count de Rocquigny, Prof. Charles Gide,
Prof. Dr. Schiir, Dr. H. Miiller, Messrs. R. Barré, L. Ber-
trand, M. P. Blem, L. de Boyve, L. Exner, J. C. Gray,
I.. Héhies, H. Kaufmann, G. H. von Koch, H. Lorenz,
W. Maxwell, D. Mclnnes, V. Prevel, V. Serwy, and
H. Vivian.

The arrangements for the Congress were discussed and
it was agreed to propose to the Congress that in addition
to His Excellency Signor Luzzatti, already nominated Presi-
dent of the Congress, the Mayor of Cremona, Signor
D. Ferrari; Prof. Dr. Schiir; Dr. Magaldi ; and Messrs.
de Boyve, D. Mclnnes and H. W. Wolff should be elected
Vice-Presidents ; Commendatore Concini, General Secretary ;
with Dr. Camanm Messrs. Arnold, Dufoummntclle Moruzzi,
Vieth, and Miss Halford as Assistant Secretaries and Tellers.

The proposed agenda for the first sitting of the Congress
was approved.

The Report of the Executive Committee and the Balance
Sheet (sce p. 49) were then submitted and ultimately approved.

In the course of the discussion, the following resolution,
moved by the Chairman, was carried :—

“That a Special Committee be appointed to con-
sider and submit proposals for the revision of the rules
of the Alliance, such Committee to report to the Central
Committee not later than on lst July, 1808 ;

‘“ That such Committee consist of the followmg —
His Exc. L. Luzzatti, His Exc. S. Hégsbro, Count de
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Rocquigny, Drs. Elias and Miiller, Messrs. Exner, Kauf-
mann, Serwy, Gray, and the President, ex-officio ;
‘““That it be an instruction to the Central Committee
to consider the report presented and submit a scheme
for adoption at the next Congress."” _

It was also agreed that the deliberations and decisions
of the Special Committee and of the Central Committee with
rerard to the revision of the rules should take place at a meet-
ing, or meetings, and should not be carried on by correspond-
ence only.

As regards the finances of the Alliance and irregularly
subscribing members, it was agreed that these points could
be dealt with more adequately when the rules were under
revisio.l, than at the present time.

A motion proposed by Mr. Kaufmann and Dr, Miiller
dealing with the taxation of co-operative societics was with-
drawn by them. _

The Chairman reported the recent death of Dr. Stupecky,
and Prof. Dr, Schiir notitied his intention of resigning his seat
on the Central Committee, nominating Dr. Kiindig in his
place. Tt was agreed to deal with the clection of the Central
Committee during Tuesday’s Congress sitting.

The tollowing were clected members of the Alliance :—

" La Masonnaise,”” de Maisons-Laffitte.

Société Civile Libre des Employés PULM. de St
Germain-des-Fossés,

Co-partnership Tenants Ltd., London.

Southampton Co-operative Socicty.

“ La Populaire,” de Lidge.

“ L’Assuragce Quvricére "’ de Nantes.

“ La Ruche Prolétarienne ™ de Maraussan.

“ L’Emancipation Paysanne” de Maraussan.

* L'Union Maraussanaise.”

Cooperativa Predial Portugueza, Lisbon.

Consumverein ** Vorwiirts,” Vienna.

Also Mr. Alfred Greenfield as an individual member
in British South Africa.

It was agreed that the Executive Committee should
undertake the publication of a compendium of the laws re-
lating to co-operative societies in the various countries, such
Jaws to be printed in each case in their original language and
also in English, French, and German, those supplying the
original text of the law to be asked to provide the translations
also.
It was agreed to adjourn the consideration of a proposal
brought forward for the formation of an International Co-
operative Museum until the next meeting of the Central
Committee held after the Cremona Congress.
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23rd.

OreNING MEETING OF THE CONGRESS.

In the Politeama Verdi, at Cremona, at 9 am. .

" His Excellency Luict LuzzatTi, President of the Con-
gress, having taken the Chair, the fol]owmg announcements
were made :—

Mgr. H. W. WoOLFF (Chmrman of the Alliance) : Gentle-
men, in addition to the President, who was unanimously
elected by the Central Committee several months ago to fill
that post, we beg to propose the appointment of the following
gentlemen as officers of the Congress : as Vice-Presidents—
Dr. Vincenzo Magaldi, Director of the Department of Credit
and Provident Institutions in the lialian Ministry of Agri-
culture, Industry, and Commerce; Signor Dario Ferrari,
‘Mayor of Cremona; Prof. Dr. J. F. Schiir (Switzerland) ;
and Messrs. E. de Boyve (France); H. W. Wolff and D.
McInnes (United Kingdom); as General Sccretary of the
Congress—Dr. Concino. Concini, Secrctary of the Italian
Union of People’s Banks, with Dr. Vincenzo Camanm
(Italy), and Messrs. T. C. Arnold (United Kingdom), E
Moruzzi (Italy), F. Vieth (Germany), M. I)ufourmamel]e
(France), and Miss J. Halford (Seeretary of the Alliance) as
Assistant Secretaries and Tellers,

(Agreed 1o by acclamation.)

I have pleasure in- announcing further 1lmt we  are
honoured by the presence among us of some very distinguished
guests, including his Excellency Signor Tittoni, the Minister
for Foreign Affairs in this country, Signor Dari, Under Secre-
tary of State, Monsignore Bonomelli, Bxshop of Cremona,
His Excc]lcncy Svend Hégsbro, Mmlster of Public Works in
Denmark, Messrs. P. Boncour, Ch. Picquenard and P. De-
charme, as representatives of the French Government, while
© Messrs. J. J. Dent, Théate, I.. de Roth, G. H. von Koch,
S. de Borodaewsky and Petko Ditcheff are here on behalf
of the British, Belgian, Hungarian, Swedish, Russian, and
Bulgarian Governments severally. T beg you to join with
me in thanking these gentlemen for the interest they display
in our work by their presence here to-day. (Loud cheering.)

SicNor FERRARI (Mayor of Cremona): Co- -operation,
that admirable form of moral and economic association,
which has set itself the noble task of improving the condition
and standard of life of the poorer classes, creating by the side
of ! capxtahstlc organisation, so often and mcutably harsh and
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merciless, another more equitable and humane organisation,
Co-operatxon knows how to perform miracles such as the one
in which we are now participating. For it is indeed a miracle
thus to assemble, no longer exclusively in the interests of
abstract science or art, nor for the proclamation of theoretical
views, but on the solid ground of economic facts, such diverse
men and governments, associations, and nations as we see
here, all united in a common and fruitful effort towards the
- realisation of concrete results. '

Cremona, keenly alive to the nobility and grandeur of
the ideals which inspire you, extends to you all a most hearty
welcome, doubly grateful for the honour you do her in meeting
within her walls, and for the harmonious note struck by the
contact of your new ideas with ..cr long-standmg traditions
of active and culightenud democracy.

I may be an impenitent idealist, but I am not ashamed
of it, for I consider that even the richest and wisest of men
is little less than contemptible if he lack all noble ideality.
So when I see at this post of honour H. E. the Minister of
Foreign Affairs (to whom I offer in the name of this town
our most hearty thanks, due not only to the distinguished
citizen, but also and more especially to the representative of
Italy among the nations) inaugurating the: Congress of the
International Co-operative Alliance, seated beside H. E.
Luigi Luzzatti, the meritorious and glorious Minister of
State, H. E. the Hon. Dari, Under-Secretary at the Ministry
of Public Works, Mr. Wolff, and so many other illustrious
champions of the noble idea, and the representatives of foreign
governments ; when I see here that Italian Minister, whose
thoughts have been fixed on the difficult and laborious sessions
at the Hague, where, amidst the thousand lets and hindrances
due to diplomatic susceptxbxlxty and suspicions, the founda-
tions are being laid of a new and inevitable law of nations,
based no longer on fratricidal arms but on reason and justice ;
when I see him in our midst I feel sure that the Congress at
Cremona is also a political event of importance.

If an honest and fruitful understanding in the interests
of Co-operation between more than twenty nations wlho
have extended to each other the hand of fellowship, is really
an accomplished fact, it marks, as does already the union
of the proletariat of all lands, a step forward on the road
towards universal peace, a lofty and distant goal, but one
which humanity will one day reach, advancing meantime
along the safe path of social institutions inspired by the
spirit of fraternity and solidarity.

Cremona receives you and extends you her hospitality
with pride and affection, and will indeed consider herself
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happy, if on returning to your native lands you are able to
tell your friends that the courtesy of our people, and their
- fervour in democratic works has not suffered change, however
modest be the cities scattered over the glorious soil of Italy.
(Prolonged applause.) _

MR. Worrr : 1 have to ask you to join with me in thank-
ing all who have assisted in the preliminary work of this
Congress. The Local Committee at Cremona have one and -
all done more than we could expect of them, and I am sure
you will want to thank them heartily for it. (Applause.)

THE PresiDENT, who was loudly cheered on rising,

then delivered the following :—

Opening Address.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—Being unable to address you
in all the foreign languages, and unwilling to give the pre-
ference to any at this international solemnity, I thought that
you would accept the hospitable greeting of love and brother-
hood if extended to you in that Italian tongue on which
Dante, its Father, set the stamp of love and brotherhood.
(Applause.) Cremona did not crave the honour of being
chosen as scat of this Seventh Congress of the International
Co-operative Alliance, convinced, as we Italians are, of our
inadequacy and inferiority in solving the great problem of
Co-operation when compared with nations more advanced
in the fidd of mutuality. But when your eminent leader,
Mr. Wolff, urged us, with affectionate insistence to receive
you, we, the faithful soldicrs of this social peace army, entered
into your views and obeyed. (Applause.)

In so doing we were convinced that we were acting in
the true spirit of Co-operation, which with brotherly intent
shelters beneath its protecting wings the weak and the strong,
the fortnnate and the less favoured, for over Co-operation
bronds the spirit of compassion and social benevolence which
forbids us to think of our own advantage regardless of that
of others, and which, so to speak, by a sublime transforma-
tion, transmutes egoism into altruism. (Loud applausc.)

My welcome goes out to all the co-operators of the world,
but more especially to those who bore the brunt of the first
fights. My first thoughts are for the Rochdale Pioneers,
for the German and French Co-operators, for all those to whom
we owe this Co-operative Fatherland, which is the fatherland
of toiling and.suffering humanity. (Loud applause.)

The English contributed their special note by obtaining
from the Co-operative Stores all the various advantages of
- mutuality ; the Germans sought them by the association
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of the propertyless who clubbed together their poor savings,
so as to afford each other credit, and free themselves from
usury, and they thus built up that imposing edifice of credit
co-operation in whose shelter the tired legions of humanity
can rest (applauqe) ; the French, who introduced into Co-
operation the magic words beerty, Equality, Fraternity,”
at once wished to seize on the ideal, and distinguished them-
selves from the outset by those co-opcrative associations for
production, whose aim is to emancipate labour and to
subordinate capital to it. (Applause.) Nor, whilst speaking
of the great, must we forget the little. I know that we have
here the representatives of the co-operative organisations
of the small States of Belgium, Holland, Switzerland, the
Balkans, Finland, D«:.inark, countries which though occupy-
ing Lut little space on the map claim a large place in the
moral geography of Co-operation. (Applause.) I need only
remind you of Denmark, here represented by her Minister of
Public Works, which has indeed shown that Co-operation
is the salvation of the agricultural proletariat. I look on
Denmark in the field of agricultural co-operation as a labora-
tory in which social experiments are made for the benefit of
the whole human family. (Applause.) We Halians bring
our modest contribution to these efforts in favour of the
em:ncipation of the poor.  Mazzini has taught us to consider
the independence and freedom of our country as bound up
with Co-operation. It was Mazzini who, while saying
*“ Italians, shake off the foreign yoke " also said to the masses
‘“ Raise yoursclvcs by association.” (Loud applause.) And
indeed, it is not possible without national independence and
political freedom that there should be any teaching capable
of elevating the masses, for they require country and freedom
if they are to attain social emancipation. (Loud applaule.)

We invite our illustrious foreign guests to visit Milan,
the fervid emancipator of labour, with her great examples of
co-operative production and consumption; we invite them
to visit Reggio Emilia where they will admire new forms of
agricultural co-operation, and where they will see in course
of realization, as the result of courageous legislation, an under-
taking which it seemed folly to dream of, an entire rallway line
built and worked by co-operative associations of workmen.
They will examine here at Cremona the most perfect People’s
Bank in the world, because the most democratic, they will see
at Piacenza the federation of the Agricultural ““ Consorzi,”
inferior to none in their manifold and well-directed activities ;
and we will show them our first attempts at co-operative
workmen’s dwellings ; they shall see and judge of everything,
and I trust that they will not judge the disciples unworthy
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‘of their masters. (Applause.) We have not argued as much
in Italy as you have abroad, and this is really not our fault ;
we are poor metaphysicians (laughter) ; we have not argued
much about pure autonomous co-operation as opposed to
State-aided co-operation. We believe in the need of both
the one and the other, as the capacities of the workers and
local conditions may require ; we look upon the single co-
operator, armed with his capacities multiplied by association,
as the main strength of the social peace army marching in
the vanguard to great battles and great victories (loud
applause), the State is the reserve force, which on certain
occasions and in certain contingencies places itself in the
front rank to win the battle. (Applause.) We think all
theories are good, but the best is that which saves the greatest
number from the usury of money, the usury of rent, the usury
of food ; the best is that which most fully achieves the pur-
pose of roising these people bowed to the ground, of uplifting
their faces towards the radiant sun of liberty. That doctrine
is the purest, even if it disobeys some metaphysical laws of

economic principles. (Applause.)
- We hope’ by close co-operation and intimate knowledge
to succeed in perfecting our institutions by wisely grafting
on to them those new ideas which are the inevitable outcome
“of friendly contact between the nations. Perhaps none of us
have yet attained the perfect type of co-operative organisa-
tion ; it will result from that fusion of ideas and mental and
economic forces which will give us a co-operative humanity,
as we have now a co-operative England, a co-operative
Germany, a co-operative France. (Applause.) 1 Jook for-
ward to a time when Co-operation will not only provide us
with an exchange of views but with an exchange of inter-
national products, such as was in the mind of our King when
he wrote the fateful letter by which he founded the Inter.
national Institutc of Jgriculture. (Applause.) I look for-
ward, ladies and gentlemen, to a co-operative organisation
in which each of us, while fecling himself a citizen of his own
country shall also feel himself a citizen of a more perfect and
advanced humanity ; of a humanity freed as far as possible,
from all the political, moral, and economic usuries which still
afflict us; of a humanity in which equitable rewards pro-
portionate to deserts, equitable payments, equitable prices,
for which men sighed all through the Middle Ages and of which
the Canon Law and St. Thomas Aquinae reasoned in vain,
will come to us from the perfectly balanced scales of Co-
operation, which eliminate of themselves all usury, all waste,
and every force which asks payment for itself without having
contributed its share of labour. (Loud applause.)
' D
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" I look forward with prophetic mind to the day when,
thanks to our co-operative credit organisations and banks,
we shall have international savings books and international
cheques representing the money value of the work of the
workers of the whole world, to whom the whole world will be
ready to grant credit, for', when organised, no debtor is so
safe and no power so great as the worker. (Applause.)
Entering all of us under these auspices into the social arena
which unites us, [ say : We may be divided here by political
and economic uleals but one grand ideal is common to us all,
namely, that it is only association which can perform the
miracle of increasing the labourer’s reward, and alleviating
the suffering- f humanity. Co-operation may be betrayed,
but it has never betrayed anyone. (Loud and prolonged
applause.)

The motto which I would inscribe on our banner xs
‘ Help yourselves, and God and the State will help you !’
(Loud applause.) Some, bolder than I, would eliminate God
(laughter), others, more anarchical than I, would eliminate
the State (hnglm r), others again bolder and more anarchical
at the same time would eliminate both God and the State,
but even if we climinate God, even if we eliminate the State,
there still remains intact and flawless another motto ** Let
us help once another,” for in such mutual aid lies the only
path to salvation. (Loud and prolonged applause.) With
-this consoling certainty, which though expressed in Italian
was understood by all, thanks to the community of thought,
I extend my thanks to foreign co-operation in the name of
the Italian co-operators. (Prolonged applause, the delegates
crowding round the speaker to shake hands with him.)

His Excellency SiGNor Tittont (Italian Minister of
Foreign Affairs): LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—I am glad for
many reasons to bring the greetings of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment to this Congress, to which the courteous rity of Cremona,
the city of active and bold initiative, extends its hospitality.
As an old friend and admirer of Luigi Luzzatti, I consider
myself lucky in being able to contribute my applause to his
generous advocacy of the popular provident institutions to
which he devotes all his white-haired wisdom and youthful
courage. (Applause.) As a student of social problems I
am delighted to note the ever growing success of the fruitful
idea of Co-operation, to which I have always pinned my faith.
As a politician, living in the midst of party strife, which too
often degenerates into spite, personal enmity and violence,
I rejoice to leave behind me for a moment those marshes
where, like Dante’s angel crossmg the Stygian swamps, one
has to raise one’s hand to one’s face to remove the thick air.
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It gives me pleasure to come here to breathe a purer atmos-
phere on these uncontaminated heights, where a lofty ideal
fraternally unites all men of good-will, irrespective of political
opinions or religious beliefs. (Applause.) And lastly, as
Minister of Foreign Affairs, I esteem it a privilege to extend
a welcome to the illustrious representatives of friendly nations
and to all who are here gathered round a banner which is
emblematic of peace and brotherhood. (Hear, hear.)

Italy pursues a peaceful foreign policy, jealous of her
-dignity, solicitous of her legitimate interests, but desirous of
living on good terms with all nations and anxious to compete
with them in the fields of civilisation, liberty, and labour.
Therefore all Italy applauds you co-operators, who pave the
way for political peace among the nations by ensuring social
peace, for I do not believe that class war can ever lead to
international friendship. (Applause.) You co-operators are
doing a great work in favour of peace, for you aim at trans-
muting, as your President well said, egoism into altruism.
I look upon you as the most efficacious supporters of the
statesman for the preservation of peace.

Whilst extending to you the welcome of H.M. Govern.
ment, .1 wish you profitable and calm discussions, whence
fresh light of civil progress may irradiate. (Applause.)

SIGNOR MORPURGO (Assessor of the Municipality -of
Milan) : In the name of the City of Milan I offer cordial
greetings to the Congress and to the City of Cremona, its
worthy scat. Milan will be happy and proud to prove to
the delegates by the heartiness of her welcome the great
pleasure your promised visit will give her.  Milan is not the
last to promote all things connected with Co-operation ; she
remembers with pleasure the National Co-operative Congress
and the many flourishing institutions based on co-operative
principles ; and she thanks the illustrious President of the
Intcrnational Co-operative Alliance, Mr. Wolff, for recalling
that it was in Milan that the first seed was sown which led to
the foundation of this flourishing co-operative alliance.

And in addressing you I am moved by another feeling,
by the real fraternal affection which Milan entertains for this
City of Cremona, which deserves so well of co-operation and
of all students of social problems ; by a feeling of gratitude
and admiration for the apostle of all good works, Luigi
Luzzatti; by the wish to take a part in debates on subjects
which cannot but be of interest to so eminently industrial
and commercial a city as Milan.

_ It cannot be too often repeatcd amid the turmoil of
- modern life that Co-operation stands as a pledge of concord
- and peace, both in the field of economics and morals, uniting
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the efforts which aim at mutuality without any preconceived
notions in favour of special interests or individual aims.
Co-operation is a school of social redemption. (Applause.)

Whilst applauding the principles which you, better than
all others, are in a position to develop, and promising on
behalf of the City of Milan to take your decisions to heart,
for what you decide on can only be for the good of Co-opera-
tion, which is the good of civilisation, I renew my welcome
and my most cordial invitation. (Applause.)

Toe PresipeExT: I will now close the ‘meeting, and I
wish to remind the assembly that at 3 p.m. to-day we leave
Cremona for Soresina where we shall visit the Co-operative
D) iry. Be punctually in your places to-morrow morning
atl nine, for co-operators, like emperors and kings, must have
the pohteness of punctuality. . The meeting is closed.

Mr. WoLFF: No! No! Not yet. No! No! I should
like to thank, especially H. E. Signor Luzzatti, for the sacrifice
he has made in honouring our Congress by his presence though
suffering from indisposition.  We have also to address our
best thanks to those who have congratulated us to-day,
namely, H. E. Signor Tittoni and Commendatore Morpurgo,
who has also invited us most cordially to pay a visit to Milan
on Friday.

Tue Presipent @ We have now publicly expressed our
thanks to the City of Cremona which has honoured us with
such a kind reception. To-morrow morning we shall meet
to begin the important discussions, the great battles, which
will divide, but to reunite, us. Are we all in favour of this
decision ? '

The meeting closed at 10.15 a.m.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24th, i907.

SEcoND MEETING OF THE CONGRESS.

The Congress re-assembled at 9 a.m. on Tuesday morning,
under the presidency of DR. V. MAGALDI.

Mr. H. W. WoLFF (United Kingdom, Chairman of the
Alliance) : I beg the Congress to work hard to-day, in order
to make up for the time lost yesterday. 1 also wish to
remind you that new members of the Alliance may be elected
~and additional delegates appointed during the Congress.
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. We have received the following letters and telegrams :—

His Excellency EARL-GREY, Governor General of the
Dominion of Canada, cables : “ All Canadmn co- operators
join me in wishing the Congress great success.’

MR. W. GourrAy, Chicf Regrstr'lr of Co-operative Credit
Societies in India, cables : * Salaam.”

HERR CARL WRABETZ sends the following telegram :
“ In the name of the General Union of German Co-opcrative
Socretres in Austria, I w15h your proceedings all possible
success.’

The Union of SERVIAN Agrrcultural Co-operative Societies
in Austro-Hungary telegraphs: ‘“We send you our best
wishes for the success of your noble efforts for the spread of
Co-operation among all nations.”

The Secretary of the Belfast Co-operative Society writes :
“ I am instructed to convey from this society, as representing
the Co-operators of Ireland, hearty and fraternal greetings
to the delegates in Congress assembled and to our Italian
~comrades.”

SIGNOR ToMASINI BARBAROSSA, the President of the
Banca Popolare Cooperativa of Recanati telegraphs: ‘' The
officials of the People’s Bank of Recanati at their meeting
to-day send hearty greetings, with an expression of their hope
that the natural outcome of Co-operation may be the economic
regeneration -of our country.” -

SIGNOR RINALDO FIL1ppPo telegraphs : ** As President of
the Savings Bank of Salerno, 1 send cordial greetings to the
Congress, hoping that the presence of so many eminent
agriculturists, scientists and social economists may. ensure
the future success of labour, Co-operation and thrift in Italy.”

THE CHAIRMAN : Signor Maffi has presented to the Congress -
a number of copies of a pamphlet dealing with the Co-opera-
tive movement in Italy, which may be obtained on application
at the office. Before proceeding with our programme, I beg
to remind you that, in accordan.e with the rules for the Con-
gress, twenty minutes will be allowed to each selected speaker
for his opening remarks and other specches are not to occupy
more than ten minutes, except by permission of the Chairman,
with the approval of the Congress. In matters of order the
Chairman’s ruling is final.

MRr. WoLFF: 1 greatly hope that the Italians will avail
themselves of this, as there are 550 Italians here, and only
six or seven are entltled to vote.

THE CHAIRMAN : The first question on our programme
is the national organisation of agriculture, -:n which pa
have been written by His Excellency Svend Hégsbro an by
Dr. Ramen the former of whom I now ask to read his paper.
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MR. WoLFF : Excuse me. I ask your permission to read
first a short paper, introducing the question, which I have
- prepared on the authority of the Executive Committee.
THE CHAIRMAN : In that case, please read your paper.

MRr. WOLFF:

The National Orgadisation of Agriculture.

My good friend, Herr Haas—whom I am sure that{we
should all be delighted to see here—took occasion last May,
when opening a Congress of German, Austrian, Swiss, and
Italian agriculturists at Vienna, to state that our Alliance
had altogether failed—his precise words were * suffered
shipwreck ""—in the attempt to unite co-operators of various
forms, including the agricultural, in a common organisation,
and he went on to suggest that we did not any longer come
much into account, seeing that the number of our members
had been considerably reduced.

In view of the facts recorded in our report and the
attendance at this Congress, I do not think that I need take
the trouble to refute such statements, which are already suffi-
ciently refuted by facts. The number of our members in
this Congress shows a greater increase than it has ever
shown before. . '

Herr Haas went on to complain that this Alliance is under
English guidance. M. de Boyve, who first conceived the idea
of the Alliance, M. Luzzatti, who attended the conference of
1886, and, could they rise up, the ghosts of our beloved
Charles Robert and Francesco Vigano might well hold up
their hands in holy horror at the unfair insinuation that we are
a specifically English institution. Ve have always been fully
international, as Herr Haas would know if he had not all
along kept studiously aloof from us. If it now pleases Herr Haas
to pit against our friendly universal emfemtc a narrower
“triplice,” directed—I do not say by Germany, for we have
the German working men co-operators and the host of small
country folk for whom the philanthropist Raiffeisen devised his
co-operative system, with us—but by German squires, so long
as heinjures no one else in doingso, we are sure to wish him
all success, without thinking of retaliating. There is room
for both of us, and room also, at all times, for the ** triplice "’
within the * Alliance.”

His Excellency L. LvzzatTt (who had entered the hall
a few minutes previously, interrupting): Excuse me, my
friend, but you are attacking one who is not here to defend
himself.

MR. WoLFF : I had absolutely no intention of attacking
Herr Haas personally; he is a friend of mine, for whom I
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have the greatest regard. I am merely attacking his system,
which allows of State-aid to Co-operation, of which we do
not approve. I now continue my paper.

However, Herr Haas touches the very marrow of the
question which we are now to discuss, and at the same time
lets in a surprising amount of instructive light on the position
of his own movement, when he goes on to say that *‘ there
is scarcely any room left in the Alliance for agricultural
-co-operative societies,” because among our members dis-
tributive societies have become so predominant. All agn-
cultural co-operators, even in Germany, do not appear to
think so. We have a good number still with us. Also
Herr Haas' statement does not altogether tally with Herr
Lorenz's complaint that we have actually neglected distribu-
tive co-operation. However, the main point to remark upon
is this, that Herr Haas’ observation shows him, while holding
such views, to be miles away from both the generally accepted
conception and the practical realisation of Co-operation.
And that, so it can be shown, is the reason why his own form
of agricultural Co-operation is, on the evidence of its own
advocates, unable to maintain itself unaided. You will
remember how plaintively his friends asserted at Budapest
that without a tax levied upon the non-agricultural popula-
tion for its support, agricultural Co-operation, as they con-
ceive it, could not live. It would be bankrupt. And.Herr
Ertl went on to describe * Co-operation ”” as a helpless little
babe hopelessly battling—unless suspended by a solid belt
woven of non-agricultural taxation—with the turbulent waves
of a raging sea in which there are supposed to be floating
mines and torpedos and I do not know what other dangers
to life. What genuine co-operator has ever been known to
describe Co-operation before in this way? To a British
co-operator the picture is altogether unintelligible..”To
Robert Owen, to the Rochdale Pioneers, to Holvoake, to
- Schulze-Delitzsch—whose principles Herr Haas was very
re.ly to embrace when rising in revolt against Raiffeisen—
Co-operation was ** the strong man armed,” the poor man'’s
invincible friend, the very embodiment of strength and self-
sufficiency., )

Why 1s Herr Haas’ agricultural Co-operation bankrupt
without tax ‘money from non-agriculturists ? Simply be-
cause it has no friendly market. Agriculture is a productive
calling and absolutely dependent upon its market. That
market—so we know, and that is the principle upon which
we now go (I: am happy to have had a hand in it) in Great
Britain—distributive societies can provide. They can indeed
do much more. They can keep agricultural Co-operation



72

sound and democratic. By means of the dividend which -
they procure for their members on articles which every one,
even the poorest, must buy, they can provide the money
necessary for starting agricultural Co-operation—which needs
money to start with. They may, in fact, be made a veritable
gold mine to agricultural Co-operation. We intend to make
them so in the United Kingdom, and they are quite willing
to become so.

Herr Haas' * Co-operation” refuses such aid and 1s
accordingly driven to ask for alms to keep it alive—to go to
Ministers of War, as Messrs. von Tippelskirch went to other
Ministers to beg for preferential orders, regardless of quality
or price. If Herr Haas and his friends were willing to join
~ hands freely with distributive societies they would not need
to do so. . _ ' '

He may reply that outside Great Britain distributive
societies are not as developed, as strong, as capable of provid-
ing a market as in my country. True. And that is a great
misfortunc for the continental countries concerned. But
whose fault is it ?  Are there no public authorities anywhere
which have deliberately placed obstacles in the way of dis-
tributive Co-operation, forbidden public ofhcers to  join
co-operative stores, tabooed such stores, even persecuted
them ? In doing so they have inflicted a serious injury upon
their ewn countries. And they can see the consequence now.

Instead . of leaving agricultural Co-operation to develop in-
dependently, honestly selling its produce to the stores, they
have to tax their non-agricultural subjects in order not to let
‘“ agricultural Co-operation” die of atrophy. Let us hope
that things will be better managed in the future.

Allow me to tell you by what way we have in England
arrived at the above conclusion. OQur agricultural Co-opera-
tion is a good deal more developed than would appear from
the paltry figures given in our report. We have a large
number of unregistered societies of which no account is kept.
Nevertheless without question agricultural Co-operation is
amongst ourselves much less developed than in some foreign
countries. There has been no Government-aided breeze to
fill its sails. All the same it is older and has gone through
more varied experience,as I will show. As much as twelve
-years before Professor Tanviray formed his first agricultural
syndicate at Blois, certainly years before Herr Haas turned
his mind to Co-operation applied to agriculture, that is, in
1871, I was able to hold up our beginnings in agricul-
tural Co-operation as a good example to follow abroad, and
Herr von Salviati, of the Prussian Ministry of Agriculture,
who was then a prominent man in his department, taking an
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interest in the matter, could not help admitting that I was
right. 1 was in a position to know that in Germany there
was no agricultural Co-operation to speak of, because from
1863 to 1869 1 had been a 'anded proprictor in Prussia, taking
an active interest in agriculture on general lines, as may be
gathered from the fact that my neighbours in my district
elected me honorary secretary of their agricultural society.
My father, on retiring from business in the North of England,
had gone to live in Germany, and, as I was then very young,
‘he naturally wished to keep me under his eye. Those were
the days when industrial Co-operation was making great
strides in Germany. Schulze-Delitzsch was in his zenith.
He came into our neighbourhood, clectrifying people with
his advocacy of Co-operation. Stores were formed. And
one, at Gorlitz—long since turned into a most prosperous
joint stock company—attracted a good dcal of custom among
my squire neighbours. However, of Co-opeiation of their
own they could not think. Returning to England in 1869
I found that we had some, as I thought, promising beginnings
of Co-operation in agriculture. Awnd 1 reported them, as
observed, to Berlin. Herr von Salviati duly inserted my
communication in the official paper, Aunalen dey Land.
wirischaft. But Germany did not yet follow suit. For
Raiffeisen’s carly action was distinctively philanthropic,
affecting the rural poor rather than the agricultural calling.

Let me tell you by what stages we have advanced.

-We began with more or less loosely formed local societies
for the common purchase of goods, such as we still possess:
in some number.  They did some good, but they would not
suffice for national organisation. They were too weak, too
disunited.

In 1868 we proceeded to form co-operatively commercial
societies, one in London and the other (I think it was about'
the same ti-:) in Leith, likewise for purchase, to carry on
business over the whole breadth of the country. They were
—and are still—co-operative in this, that they give the
purchasers the benefit of cheap buying, since they limit the
dividend on capital to a moderate figure. But they want
touch with their members, and cohesion. They are to all
intents and purposes shops. And they -cannot develop
beyond purchase.

Next the late Lord Winchilsea tried his hand at a very
ambitious, truly '‘ natienal "’ scheme. He was going to sell
produce as well as buy goods. He organised great selling
centres, but could not get buyers to come, and his shareholders
lost their money. : ' ‘

pl
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Sir Horace Plunkett, setting to work in Ireland in 1894,
began on a sounder pla.n which is succeeding and which we
have adopted in England, and also lately in Scotland.

I abstain from entering into the subject of farming in
common, of the Ralahine type, and also of profit-sharing
applied to farming, of which the late Lord Wallscourt set
~ the first example, as they scarcely concern us here.

I think—though I am speaking only for myself—that
I can sum up the results of our experience in the following
main guiding lines.

1. In all Co-operation for business, whether it be buying
or selling, dairying, employing machinery—we have our
motor-car . services—insurance or credit, you necessarily
must build up from the bottom to the top, from self-governing
local societies to unions. There must be union, or there
will not be strength ; but the responsibility, the propellmg
power and plenty of freedom for initiative must be localised.
As our business is mainly with small cultivators we prefer
to form small local societies as units. But where, as in our
Eastern Counties, farmers—large farmers they are—know
how to cover a wide area and fill up the interstices by calling
in small men, pedantic adherence to the one or two parish
system must be out of the question. A large district officered
in a business-like way, is really a great gain.

In the matter of disposing of our produce and also of
organising wholesale purchases, we must follow our oppor-
tunities. It is the market which makes the sale, and we must
adapt ourselves to it. " It is the demand which makes whole-
sale trading. We have gone through some experience which
shows that the business cannot be forced. Distribution
promises to render us an additional most useful service in
placing its powerful, well endowed, and wel' organised Co-
operative Wholesale Societies at our disposal—the same
organisations for distribution and for agriculture. . It is only
a question of adding agricultural experts. But in respect of
wealth, machinery and business facilities, no Wholesale
Society that we could create could compare with Manchester
and Glasgow. And those are the things which ensure success.

In matters of propaganda, instruction, organising, in-
fluencing public opinion or legislation, without in any way
hindering local initiative, we find that we must at any rate
direct from the top. On that ground we want a skilled head
supported by a strong united body. When we discover that
we are too weak to carry out our propaganda at once over
our whole drea, we confine ourselves for a time to selected
promising districts where our help, so concentrated, soon
evokes local support. That done, we go elsewhere and so
in course of time benefit the whole kingdom.
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For educational purposes we are differently situated than
you abroad. I am of course fully aware that some foreign
governments have done ever so much more for agricultural
education, experimental stations and the like, than ours.
But I am here talking of co-operative action. And we have
some experience in voluntary action, by joint local effort,
which possibly goes back beyond yours. It is, for instance,
twenty-six years since in what was then my county we formed
our “ Sussex Association for the Improvement of Agriculture.”
1 was a committee-man from the first, and I confess that 1
hoped to graft a co-operative supply society upon it. In
this I failed, because our farmers were too deeply in debt with_
their dealers. That shows the great necessity, in agriculture,
for co-operative credit, which the late Léon d’Andrimont
rightly termed the * driving wheel of all Co-operation.” But
in respect of teaching we did some good. Since then the
direction of education has been placed in the hands of County
Councils, and we have found several of these bodies enlightened
enough, since some years back, to put not only technical
agriculture but also agricultural Co-operation upon the
syllabus of subjects to be taught in public schools, coming
to us, the Agricultural Organisation Society, for the necessary
teaching. That is a good example. Please God it will be
- generally followed ; but our County Councils are not all
enlightened. You have teaching of Co-operation in some
of your universities and high schools. -That is in itself admir-
able. But it is of all others the child of the clementary school
that wants to be got hold of. Mr. L. Harcourt has placed
~ Co-operation of every sort in relation to agriculture in the

forefront of his measure for the creation of small holdings,
which has recently attracted M. Luzzatti’s notice, and we
expect to see much use made of the encouragement which
he gives. That will he a splendid opportunity for a strong
and united co-operati - organisation to render signal service
to its country. I hopc that we shall prove equal to the task.
And, much as I object otherwise to State aid to Co-operation,
agricultural or other, for purposes of feaching Co-opcration
I must say that I should be willing to accept every penny
. that Parliament might vote. Please let us never forget, as.

agricultural as well as other co-operators, that education -is
what Co-operation must in all cases rest upon, and accordingly
education is what Co-operation must of all things promote.

T must not say more except to come back to my first
point, upon which I find myself so much at variance with my
excellent friend Herr Haas. We must make use of our dis-
tributive societies to the utmost extent possible for disposing
of our produce. M. Kergall well éxplained the process at that
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co-operative luncheon given in the old Palais de I'Industrie
at Paris in 1894. * You get rid of the middleman,” so he
said, ‘ and getting rid of him you share his protits : half
goes to the buyer, half to the seller.” That is at the bottom
of all Co-operation as a business. But there is more in those
direct relations between buyer and seller than mere sharing
of profits. Those relations directly stimulate and create
business, and teach on cither side what new lines to strike
out, what old lines to adhere to. However, we want more.
And I am thankful to sec my suggestion so well received in
my own country. \We want to bring distributive co-operation
to the humble dwellers in agricultural districts, in order to
free them from the shackles of usury, and to enable them to
rise up in the social scale, carning out of dividend that money
which they want for Co-operation in agriculture. - Our agri-
cultural Co-operation will be all the stronger for being united
with distribution. Before our Budapest Congress the late
. Count Alexander Kirolyi urgently begged me to have co-
operative distribution for country districts put upon our
programme, because the ravaging cancer from which the
country population in Hungary was suffering was the village
tradesman’s usury. It is the same in Ireland.  And when
[ put the idea forward and induced a public spirited and
influential member of Parliament to bring in a measure for
making the proposed combined village Co-operation possible,
Irishmen of all sorts, co-operators and non-co-operators,
thanked me and assured me that no greater boon could be
conferred upon Ireland. And what holds good of these
two countries holds good more or less of all.

Ladies and Gentlemen, so far from distributive societies
excluding agricultural co-operative societies, they are their
natural, their most necessary allies, allies to whose advent a
joyous welcome should be given—allies for the squires,
because they purchase their goods ; allies for the small men,
whom we care about, because in addition to that advantage
they bring them the relief which they need most. Apart
from that, do not let us vivisect Co-operation, which was
intended as a composite organism, by lopping off limbs which
cannot live by themselves. Do not, speciﬁcally, let us cut
agricultural Co-operation in two, as Herr Haas’ policy neces-
sarily must do,by separating that of the millions of smail peoyle,
who must have co-operative distribution, from that of the
thousands of squires, who affect to despi-e it. Co-operation
1s not a methog but a principle, it was intended for the good,
not of a calling, or a class, but of mankind. It is the life-
blood to working man life, the nerve system which enters into
every limb and helps in every action. It can benefit those who
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need help in every aspect of their life and work, and from no
point or aspect should its help be excluded.  Agriculture,
distribution, production, banking, insurance, the medical care
of its members it is all one, Co-operation should extend through
them all, and—as we try to make it in our Alliance, which is
genume]y international—it should spread out so as to embrace,
not a few selected countries, but the whole world.

THE CHAIRMAN : ] now call upon His Excellency Svend
Hogsbro, Danish Minister of Public Works, and formerly
Hon. Secretary of the. Danish Co- operatnc Central Com-
mittee, to read his paper, translations of which have. been
prmted and distributed in four languages.

His Excellency SvEND Ho6GSBRO :

The National Organisation of Agricultural
Co -operation. .

Co-OPERATION is in Denmark so -intimately bound up with
agriculture that it may very well under our present aspect be
looked upon as altogether agricultural. It may furthermore
be said that if there is anywhere an organisation thoroughly
racy and self-promoted, created without either support or
prodding from outside, more especially from the State, it is
Danish agricultural Co-operation.  Such natural ‘ rmation
explains why Danish co-operative societies were not called
into being all at once, but grew up slowly, one by one, within
the space of a gen neration. They were formed gl.ulunll\
as the want of them came to be felt, and as popular under.
standing of Co-operation pmmxttcd scattered irregularly
over the entire breadth of the kingdom. Sometimes the original
small societies formed themselves into a union having com-
mon rules and being under a common directing hcad, but
with all that each society and each local group was allowed to
retain a great measure of liberty «nd free initiative. In other
cases a society from the beginn...; was designed to embrace
the whole kingdom, or at any rate a more or less extensive
portion of it, for its sphere of business, subdividing its area into
smaller local sections, or so organising itself ‘as to be able to
take such in. As to forms, our Co-operation embraces both
purchase of agricultural requisites and sale of agricultural
produce, and under the head of purchase, by means of gradual
development, it has come to include much production ior
its own account of the goods in which it deals.
Notwithstanding the differences subsisting in the cir-
cumstances which led to the formation of our Danish co-
operative societies, and notwithstanding the full independence
[ :
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left to them, they have nevertheless all of them come to be
marked by some essential common features which jmay
possibly be partly due to foreign example, more particularly
to that of l-?ngland-—the Rochdale Pioricers—which indeed
suggested the formation of the very first co-operative society
actually started in our country, that is, the distributive society
of Thisted, formed in 18668. But I think that I am safe in
contendmg that such community of fundamental principles is
also in a great measure due to the fact that all these co-opera-
tive societies were formed by and for the benefit of the middle
and humbler classes of our rural population. Assuredly it
is the common conditions of life, the mutual knowledge of
one another within a small district, and the mutual confidence
thereby begotten, moreover, the democratic ideas implanted
in our race and confirmed by long habit, under the sway of
which the Danish co-operators have grown up, which have
fixed the particular and characteristic stamp of individuality
just spoken of upon our Danish co-operative societies, rather
than any conscious aiming for a clearly perceived end.
Allow me, gentlemen, to explain to you what are the
essential principles upon which Danish Co-operation is built
up.
1. In our supply societies profits are invariably divided
in proportion to the value of the purchases made, in our
go oductive societies in proportion to the goods delivered.
far as I am aware there is no exceptxon to this rule, even
where there might seem to be a temptation to depart from it.
In the majority of our distributive societies the first
working funds are raised by the levy of a small sum, as a
rule ten Danish crowns, that is, 1ls., from each member.
That small sum members are however not necessarily re-
quired to pay up all at once. Time is given them, and
accordingly the earliest dividends due to them on their
purchases are frequently kept back, it may be during several
years, to pay up the said sum. In co-operative societies of
other descriptions, more especially in our large productive
societies—for the starting of which rather considerable
funds are required (for instance our bacon curing societies,
dairies, and the like)—it has generally speaking been found
impossible to raise the necessary capital without resort to
a pretty substantial loan, for which either all members, or
else—to facilitate  the transaction—a certain number of
them, having the others always to fall back upon in case

of need make themselves liable.
In such case it would not seem unnatural if societies

were to endeavour to stimulate the paying up of shares
or else the pledging of liability, by offering a bonus out
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of the profits proportioned to payments made. However,
such proceeding has not even been so much as suggested.
Members receive interest on their shares at a fixed rate,
neither more nor less ; and they are allowed no consideration.
whatever in respect of their suretyship. In co-operative
dairies there have occasionally been disputes as to whether
members should be paid for the milk which they deliver by
weight—which was the original method adopted—or accord:
ing to the proportion of fat contained in such milk. The
latter method, which seems the more reasonable, has of late -
years steadily gained ground. But obviously that means
no exception to the rule already stated.

2. It is purely by voluntary assoctation among persons
who felt that they stood in need of a co-operative society,
that our. co-operative societies have come into existence.
State aid, which is so freely bestowed in many other
countries, is quite unknown in ours. No one seems to have
ever thought of it. Quite the reverse. Most of our co-opera-
tive societies—such as the bacon curing societies, dairies,
supply and distributive societies—have grown up to their
present magnitude in the teeth of a strong opposition offered hy
the wealthier classes in our country, more particularly by
manufacturers and tradesmen and all the host of people
dependent upon them, in part also in the tecth of obstacles
placed in their way, and actual persecution practised, by the
public authorities. -

Sceing that such are the conditions under which our
co-operative societies were formed, it is casy to understand
that they have come one and all to repose upon the demo-
cratic foundation of absolute self-government. Supreme
authority is everywhere vested in the general meeting, in
which every member has a right to be present, to speak and
to vote. Executive power is committed to a committee of
management and a body of managers (which may appoint a
zpecial office committee). The power of su;rvision is in the

rst instance committed to selected inspectuis (committee of
inspection). But all members of these several bodies are
themselves elected for a specified term by the general meeting.
And there is more. In the general meeting every member
exercises precisely the same rights as his neighbour, no matter
what may be his social position, or his purchases from the
society, whether they be large or small. That is our generally
observed rule, without exception, in' distributive societies;
and that is also the general rule among productive societies,
more particularly those of recent formation. Among the
other societies, more specifically dairies, it was not at the
outset everywhere understood that things must be so. Accord-
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ingly it was not unusual to apportion voting power in proportion
to the number of cows owned by each member. However,
even so, votes were not multiplied indefinitely, one vote for
so many cows—as might be tlic case in a joint stock company,
where voting power is determined by the value of shares held
—but a considerable number of cows would entitle to a maxi-
mum of five or at most ten votes. Generally speaking,
however, that rule has now been got rid of. I do not know
_if it survives anywhere. If it does, it is only in quite
exceptional cases.  Our present rule throughout is ** one man,
one vote "—or rather, I should say, * onec member, one vote *';
“for in our co-operative socictics women enjoy precisely the
same rights as men—and we find that we do well under such
artangement. Everybody will readily u.derstand that our
rulg;as described is of the greatest pussible importance under
a sofial aspect, more particularly if one will bear in mind
that™as time has gone on large proprictors have flocked into
our co-operative dairies, which were originally formed by and
for medinm owners, in steadily increasing numbers,  Surely
it does not need to be demonstrated that the fact of a small
cultivator, who owns only one or two cows, sitting side by side
in our general meetings with a large proprictor, who may own
100 or 200, exercisingz precisely the same voting power s
the latter, and enjoying exactly the same rights and positios
in the socicty, is bound to have a powerful levelling cffect,
and so to improve social relations.  In any case that is its
effect—an effect which shows itself far beyond the bounds
of the society to which it applies.

3. Although in our country we decline to recognise any
society as co-operative which does not conform to the princi-
ples laid down under my heads 1 and 2, that is, in respect of
division of profits and of self-government, we are not equally
strict with :egard to the rules adopted regulating members’
liability for engagements contracted by the society. With
regard to this point the varicty of methods to be met
with is very great. Nevertheless a broad line of demar-
cation may be traced, generally speaking, between large unions
on the one hand, and small societies or district unions on the
other. In the latter, which as a rule have only a single parish,
or at any rate only a very limited area, for their business
district, within which members are well known to one another,
it is usual for all members alike to become surety together
for any debt contracted by their society or their district union.
That means, in a legal aspect, that all members are jointly
and severally bound for all the society’s liabilities. However,
there are ditferences in the manner in which they are so bound
by their ** solidarity.”
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_ In the first place there is absolute or * direct solidarity *
—{ully unlimited liability. That mecans that every member
may be made personally answerable for the entire liabilities
of the sdciety, as if they were his own (as under a guarantee
given in his own and sole name). But this lability may how-
~ever be constituted in various ways. Let me show this by
two examples. _
Suppose that three men bind themselves in one bond for
£1,000, and nothing more is said in the bond, obviously the
creditor will be free to sue any one of the three at his own
pleasure, for the whole amount. Howevcr, these three men
may limit their several engagements, the onc:to [600,
the sccond to £300, and the third to £200.. In that
case, if the creditor wants to take proceedings for the
whole £1,000, he will have to proceed in three several suits,
Supposing, however, the sum to be recovered is only £200.
In that case he may proceed against any one of the three,
inasmuch as every one of the three has distinctly bound
himself up to £200. If, after that, the surety proceeded
against were to be found to be unable to pay the full amount,
the creditor would still have his remedy against the other two.
Such is joint liability.
~ There is another form still of joint Liability, namely the |
“ subsidiary " form. That name implics that the creditor, in
the event of proceedings, 1s not at liberty in the first instance
to proceed against any one member except in respect of his
own proportional share in the common liability,  Should the
creditor fail {o recover his proper share from one of them, he
will be free in the second instance to recover from the other
sureties, until he is paid. In this manner in the end he will
recover his money. :
Apart from these particulars, according to our law, if
nothing to the contrary is said in the agreement, or clse stated
in the bond, or provided in the rules, any creditor is in all
cases in the first instance prohibited from claiming from . v
person liable except in respect of his interest in the common
concern. That means, in the present instance, when we are
thinking of societies, that our creditor will have to proceed
first of all against the society, and only in the event of the
society not giving him satisfaction, against any onc or other
member, whether in respect of the full amount of his claim,
or only a portion of it. If a person bound in joint liability
with others is found to have paid the creditor more than his
own proper share, he may at all times recover the overplus
paid from his fellow sureties.
Specifically in our bacon curing societics the question: of
liahility is as a rule settled in this way. Members are grouped
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according to districts, which districts subscribe a certain
sum each, making their members (of the district) jointly and
severally liable for the full amount. The “ Feeding Stuffs
Co-operative Society of the Islands ” has adopted the same
grmcxple and something similar prevails in the “ Feeding
tuffs Co-operative Society of Jutland,” and in the * Common
Purchase Society of Danish Co-operative Dairies.” -

Co-operative dairies otherwise, as a rule, adopt only
“subsidiary " liability. Distributive societies adopt either
‘“ subsidiary "’ liability or full * solidarity” (unlimited
and direct liability). The last occurs most frequently.

This is how the matter stands among our smaller societies
and district unions.-

Our large unions as a rule do not make their members
jointl _ly and severally liable. I will state some instances.

here can be no doubt that the “ Danish Co-operative
Wholesale Society " is a genuinely co-operative organisa-
tion. It has accepted the two essential points, division of
rofits in proportion to purchases and entire self-government.
owever, its members (the small distributive societies) do
not make themselves liable beyond their own paid up shares,
which amount to 100 crowns (£6 1ls.) for every twenty
members  in cach. The * Danish Co-operative Egg
" Export Association ” has adopted a similar system. All
its district socicties pay 60 ore (64d.) in respect of each
single member, and the members must be content to
see all the necessary outgoings of the organisation in
salaries, wages, carriage, management, etc., made a first
charge upon the income of their several socnenes but beyond
that no district can be made liable on behalf of the union.

Here are two instances, one of a common purchase society,
the other of a common sale saciety, and, so far as I know,
the rule obtaining in their cases obtains also in all others of
the same order. There is in such societies no unlimited
liability ; and nevertheless putting the matter to the test
by the standard of accepted fundamental co-operative prin-
ciples, it would be impossible to contend that these societies
are not in all respects genuinely co-operative. .

With regard to the unlimited liability obtaining in the
small societies I should like to add this.

Nobody in our country fails to perceive the danger which
such form of liability involves, or what may be the conse-
quences. Very rarely indeed have things gone wrong, and
have members been made to pay up for goods which they
never received, or clear off larger labilities than justly fell
to their share. But still this has occurred, and whoever has
had to pay has felt the smart. If none the less we do not
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desire to abandon such form of liability, the reason is, that
that form is felt to be of very great value indeed for the
healthy development of co-operative societies. It is just
because members realise that in the event of anything going
wrong they may be called upon to pay considerable sums in
respect. of their liability, over and beyond their legitimate
share, that they watch with keen interest the management of
affairs. If it were otherwise, surely apathy and indifference
to the manner in which affairs are administered, might creep
in and be carried to a point which must mean danger to the
society and undermine its prosperity. \Ve look upon the
joint and several liability of members as the very life blood
of our Co-operation, just because it evolves and maintains
interest in the common concern and evokes a never ceasing
realisation of the fact that the point upon which all turns is
mutual aid and support in all circumstances. Judged from
a business point of view members might find a different
arrangement more advantageous to themselves. However,
Co-operation to our mind means something more than business.
Quickening and nourishing the principle of love of one'’s
neighbour and promoting common touch, and educating
people by means of self-government and admission to fully
equal rights, it is intended to elevate and ennoble those who
practise it. o

4. In our co-operative societies the mutual confidence
- which lies at the bottom of the unlimited lability accepted,
shows itself cffective also in this, that the relations subsisting
between a society and each of its members are in most societices,
and up to a certain point in all, of a purely voluntary character.
Just as a person is at all times free to join a socicty or not,
so, at any rate in distributive societies, he is also free to go
out whenever he pleases. There is absolutely 7o compulsion.
Only he canrot on going out at the same time also shake
off liability for engagements alrcady incurred up to that
moment. ' In co-operative societics of some other sorts, more
particularly in dairies, bacon curing societies and common
purchase societies, on the other hand, the common rule is,
that members bind themsclves to remain in the society for
a certain number of years. Beyond this, in distributive
societies, it is a rule adopted without exception, that no
member shall be held bound to buy from his own society
more than he feels inclined to do and finds to answer his
purpose ; and in the same manner no society is held bound
"to buy from the wholesale society. In such freedom
to buy or not to buy we believe that we possess the best
guarantee that the goods sold and the prices asked will always
be what they ought to be. For if they were not, competition
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- would soon lure members away from their store, or in any

case their purchases would grow less. Even when the
wholesale society manufactures its own goods, setting up
-factories for the purpose, which involves a heavy sacrifice,
it does so invariably at 1its own risk and peril,
nothing is asked from members in general meeting or as
represented by delegates, except a general adhesion. No
stipulation i« made with regard to custom. Only in one
quite exceptional instance has this rule been set aside ; and
that wis where the avowed object aimed at was to break up
a Trust which the ** Danish Petroleum Joint Stock Com.
pany,” a branch of the * International Standard Oil Com-
pany,” was endcavouring to form in our country. In that
case it proved n.cessary, for the purpose of obtainiuy the
suppoit requisite for maintaining ellective competition, to
bind the members of the Co-operative Wholesale Society
to take their petroleum solely from that society for a cer-
tain number of years. This was done.

Such is the general arrangement in the distributive
socicties,  However, it will be necessary to add that in supply
societies of other sorts and of recent formation (societies for
providing feeding stuffs, fertilisers, requisites for dairies, ete.)
it is quite a common practice to insist upon members binding
themselves to bring their custom 1o the society, and so it
is an accepted rule also in productive societies, that members
should be made to undertake to deliver to the society all
their produce of the kind comiug into account (pigs, milk,
eggs), which they do not require in their own households.

6. The fifth essential principle adopted in our co-opera-
tive societies which I have to mention is that no co-operative
society is allowed to draw its own narrow bounds of member-
ship, that it must not exclude any one, it must be open to all
who desire and who comply with certain conditions to become
members. At any rate among the Danish distributive socie-
ties that is a umversally recognised rule. It is perfectly
natural that unlimited hability should have awakened some
apprehensions and made people desire to limit the number,
or rather, perhaps I should say, the particular status, of
members allowed to join. In some places a dozen or iess
large proprietors have been known to try to form
societies purely for themselves. Even where the condition
was not explicitly stated in the rules that no one except
the founders and such people as they were pleased to regard
with favour should be admitted, 1t was fully understood
that this was so, while they would have no open shop kept
and no regular salesman employed. Our *‘ Wholesale "’
does not admit societies of this kind—not as if it
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apprehended that  their admission might involve risk,
but simply because it holds that the ideal aspect of
Co-operation, accepted by distributive socicties, its ideal aim
of binding large and small landowners together in common
union, in making them help and assist onc another, cannot
be furthered, but on the contrary, is bound to be made
more difficult of attainment by such practice.

I ask you tu allow what 1 have said to suffice
for a general review of the principles which govern our
Danish Co-operation, which principles, issuing from the life
and reasoning of our people themselves, have shown them-
. selves effective in imparting to our Co-operation its peculiar
force and power, sources-of inestimable benefit to our agrni-
culture and therefore to our entire Danish people. However,
the fact should not be lost sight of that our people would
never have arrived at the conception of such lofty principles,
which are based upon everyone's love of his neighbour, as
opposed to self love, and which make their effect felt far
beyond the narrow bounds of mere economic interests, if it
had not had our popular ** High Schools,” which are altogether
peculiar to our country and founded upon a profoundly
religious idea, to prepare our rural population systematically
for this kind of ideas and to make those ideas ripen within
them so as to bear froit.

* L .

In connection with his paper Mr. Hocssro remarked
that we have heard the President of the United States, in
addressing his fellow countrymen at Chicago, say that if they
wanted to defeat the trusts they would take an example
from the Danish co-operative movement. Then more re-
cently General Botha has sent an application to the Danish
Minister of Agriculture, with the result that a young man of
twenty-two years of age has been sent out to the Transvaal
to teach the people there the principles upon which our
movement is based. ' '

*® * -

THE CHAIRMAN : I now ask Dr. RAINERI, Chairman of
- the Italian Federation of Agricultural Co-operative Societies,
to summarise his report on the same question.

The following is the paper which Dr. Raineri had pre-
pared with the collaboration of Dr. M. Casalini, Editor of
Italia Agricola :— .
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Th¢ National Organisation of Agricultural
Co-operation.

IN the brief outline of Italian organisation of agriculture which
is‘all that within the limits of a Congress paper I can attempt
to trace, my aim is not so much to enter into full details as
to submit to the examination of the Congress a general sketch
of our Italian system of agricultural co-operative organisa-
tion, marking very plainly only its salient and most character-
istic features. Unfortunately I have to begin by owning
that our statistics are at present still far from complete, that
we have not a full list of co-operative agricultural institutions
and urganisations in’ existence, and thit accordingly my
statements cannot pretend to be exhaustive.

Let me, however, show what at the present time is
actually known under this aspect, adding an expression of
hope that the official statistical service for agriculture in
Italy may shortly be thoroughly reorganised—as indeed there
. is good warrant for anticipating that it will—and that Italy
will also soon inscribe upon its statute book a law which
makes inspection of co-operative societies, such as is found
most useful in some other countries—not only as a stimulus to
propaganda, but also :i» a help to trustworthy statistics—
compulsory also among ourselves.

I divide my matter under the necessary distinct heads.

I.—Co0-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES FOR THE COMMON PURCHASE
OF AGRICULTURAL REQUIREMENTS.

In its application to agriculture the co-operative move-
ment has proved most successful by far in the organisation
of Co-operation for common purchase of agricultural require-
ments. Plainly that particular form of co-operative action
recommends itself to those for whom it is intended more
readily than other forms, because it is so very easily applicable
in practice, and because, furthermore, it is as a rule willingly
accepted by farmers, who discover in it at once a convenient
method for satlsfymg on the spot very manifest immediate
wants. It began some twenty years ago, with the common
purchase of artificial fertilisers, of applications for the destruc-
tion of parasitic pests and of machinery and implements.
The first societies to enter upon this movement were some
agricultural societies not really formed for business purposes:
(Comszs agrars). A certain number of such still continue to -
practise Co-operation in this form. At the present time the
various kinds of organisations engaging in this class of work,
ministering to the most direct wants of agriculture, are these :
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Village banks, people’s banks, some unregistered societies
not classified, and, above all, special agricultural co-operative
societies (Consorzs agrars) formed without a limit set to their
capital issue, and in imitation of them also *“ Rural Unions
(Unsons rurals) which are societies of the same type but of
a distinctly denominational character, as professing them-
selves * Catholic.” The following figures show the propor-
tions in which the three last-named kinds of organisations
divide the ground among themselves :—

Comsorss agrari ... 366
Unions rurali ... .. 200
Other organisations 224

780

~ Among these many societies a special word of mention
and commendation is due to the satisfactorily developed
Assocsazione agraria frsulana, which from the very first begin-
ning made the purchase of agricultural requirements for the
benefit of agriculturists in Friul one of its special objects.
By means of a special committee for conducting the purchases
(Comstato per gl acquists) and the institution of local agricul-
tural associations (Csrcols agricoli locals) and large co-operative
superphosrhate works, it has succeeded in producing
a very efficient network of distributive organs in its own
country. , :
I am not in a position to state the number of members
composing the above mentioned societics, but in all prob.
ability it stands at about 200,000 and the figures of the annual
sales may be taken as somewhere about 40,000,000 lire
(£1,600,000). We shall, however, have to bear in mind that
in Italy it is usual for organisations of this kind to sell goods
alike to members and to non-members. :

This distributive movement divides itself very unequally

between the north and south of the kingdom, in proportion, of
course, to the greater or less development that has taken
place in general agriculture. The following table will make
this clear :—

North and
entre, South,
Consorss agrari cooperativi 210 156
Unions rurali ... 150 50
Other societies ... 183 41
.Total 543 247

It is not possible to give a mean figure for the business
of singlc societies. Indeed, the figures vary very much indeed.
There are small societies whose business in artificial fertilisers,
parasiticides and agricultural implements; etc., scarcely
exceeds a few thousands of lire (one thousand lire being equal
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to £40), and by their side there are others which sell goods
~annually to the amount of half a million lire (£20,000) and

more, some rising up to a full million and more, and one, the
Comomo agrario cooperativo of Piacenza, showmg an annual
trade of more than 2,500,000 lire (£100 000). The large
societies as a rule cover a very considerable extent of ground,
which they supply by means of agencies or branches adminis-
tered by staffs dependent upon the central office. It is quite
unusual among oursclves to organise such socicties as federa-
tions of local badies clustered round a powerful centre, the
whole network corresponding to a strong head directing the
composite body, with arms stretching out to do the actual
local work. The Assoctazione acr-iria friulana however, affords
a good instance of an organisation of this sort.

In the business of supply the want of adequate credit in
the dealing with goods has early made itself felt and societies
have been compelled to give it very careful attention. It
may not be without interest to describe the various methods
by which some of our societies provide for such service, thh
on the whole, some fairly satisfactory results.

The \lmp](‘\t form of credit provided for members by
institutions of the kind that we here have to deal with was—
and to a small extent still continues to be—of course, the
ordinary dealcr’s credit—no matter whether the person giving
it be the original producer of the wares purchased or an inter-
mediate wholesale trader, or, secondly, obtaining credit from
some credit institution by the help of some influentia! person,
perhaps the president of the association, becoming surety.
This is still done by Comizs agrars and syndicates. - However,
transactions of such sort remain comparatively few.

I will proceed to speak of some other forms of credit
practised :(—

1. The Consorzio itself may deliver the goods and take
the purchaser’s acceptance as security for payment. An
acceptance thus pledged the Consorzio’s bank will often be
found willing to discount, if it be endorsed either by the
Consorzto as a whole or by its manager, and sometimes even
without such endorsement.

2. The form of credit just mentioned is very easy of
application where a bank is found willing to render such
service. That does not, however, happen in every instance.
And it ought to be observed that our agricultural population
in general have a holy horror of ** acceptances,” and dislike
giving one even though it be to the purchaser’'s own co-
operative society. For this reason the practice just mentioned
has obtained only a limited application. Where it is not
accepted, another form has to be adopted, and that is, in the
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case of not a few socicties the form of frec credit, trusting
only to the borrower’s honour without any other gmrantee
This form is largely practised by some associations.

. 3. However, quitc obviously that form of credit is open
to serious objections, becausc 1t is calculated to place the
lending Consorzso in a position of embarrassment. But there
is another method still open to borrowers, which has yielded
satisfactory results, and that is the method of current accounts,
cash credits, opened to individual members by the Consorzso.
To carry this into practice every member applying for a cash
credit has his value as a taker of credit assessed. The
Consorzio fix a maximum, up to which they go, taking the
member’s acceptance (made out to the maximum figure) as
security. The figure fixed is entered in the member’s pass
book, and up to the maximum he is on demand credited with
goods.
~ There are other forms of credit still permitted here and
there. Thus, at Biclla the Consorzio agrano allows a credit
collectively to the federated local * circles ” - (or associations),
taking an acceptance as security which makes all the members
of the “* circle "’ responsible and is accordingly signed, cither
by every one of them, or else by the manager of the * circle,”
on behalf of the whole.

In some provinces of central and southern Italy and in
the Italian islands, moreover, special credit institutions have
been created by the State, to deal specifically in agricultural
credit.  Of such is the ])vpnrtnu-nl of Agricultural Credit
attached to the Savings Bank of Naples and worked by
interposition of the great Banco di Napoli (under the law of
7 July, 1901). Of such also are the institution for agricul-
tural credit in Latium (under the law of 21 December,
1802), and a similar institution for Sicily (under the law of 20
March, 1900). Furthermore, I must to mention under the
same head the provincial agricultural banks formed, but not
yet m working order, for Basilicata (under the law of 31 March,
1904), for Calabria (under the law of 21 June, 1906), and for
the south of Italy (under the law of 15 July, 1908). There
are also two similar banks in Sardinia, governed by the two
laws of 2 August, 1897 and 28 July, 1902, for the further
regulation of which the Bill ot June, 1907, ‘not yet adopted,
‘has been submitted to Parliament.

All these institutions may grant credit by means of the
agricultural co-operative associations. A special ordinance
also gives them power to transact such business with
individual agriculturists. As a security to the various credit
institutions all this business is subject to their strict control
and general supervision.
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Up to the present time, it is quite true, very little
actual business has been done in the way described. The
reasons accounting for this are very well stated in the annual
reports on agricultural credit granted out of the funds belong-
ing to the Savings Bank of Naples, issued by Comm. Miraglia,
. managing director of the bank of Naples.

The Italian Federation of Agricultural Co-operative
Societies (at Piacenza) has likewise endeavoured to organise
a service of agricultural credit for the benefit of the units of
which it is composed, and with this object in view it has pro-
vided for cash credit to be granted to such organisations.

However circumscribed the present results may still
appear to be, it is w -/l understood that the Consorzi agrars
have contributed not u little to the solution of the difficult
problem of credit, which is vital for agriculture. Let me
g_uote a few ﬁgures by way of illustration!. In 1905 the

onsorzio of Parma granted credits in return for promissory
notes up to 649,528 lire (£25,981) ; the Consorzio of Cremona
to the extent of 665 520 lire (£28,621); the Agricultural
Syndicate of Padia to the extent of 263,132 lire; the
Consorzio of Bergamo to the extent of 249,085 lire (£9,963),
and so on. There are many more figures that [ might
quote, but these few will give an idea of the good that is
douc in the several districts.

The Federazione Italiana des Consorzi agrars, which was
formed in 1892 with the object of strengthening the agricul-
tural institutions thcn existing by means of union, and
to stimulate the formation of new ones, is organised as
a co-operative society with power to increase indefinitely
its share capital. It began its career with a membership
of only 18 societies; there are now 482. Societies become
members by declaring their adhesion and taking up
one or more shares, which have to be paid up in
full. That secures to the society the rights of membership.
But it does not in any way bind it to purchase its goods solely
from the Federation. The society is permitted all the same
to take its goods wherever it finds it most to its advantage
to do so. It follows from this that if the Fedcration would
carry on a good business it will have to make itself useful to
its members, which it can only do by obtaining for itself the
very best terms, by means of purchasing in large quantities
and constituting itself a real power in its own market. And
the consequence of this is that it acquires a large stock of
goods o dispose of, for which it must try to find customers
among other societies as well as among its own members.
The utility of the Federation in this respect will, perhaps,
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best appear from the figures recorded for its sales I quote
them for three distinct years :—

1893. Value of the goods sold  711,144°70 lire  (£28,440)
1903, v . v 5.374,632-:00 ,, (£214,981)
1906, ,, . o 10,613,033903 ,, (£424,645)

One form of collective purchase adopted by the Federa-
tion, which appears to me deservmg of remark, is that of
societies acting ““ in partecxpamone as the law terms it, with
others. A society ‘‘ in partecipazione "’ according to clauses
233 and the following of the Italian Commercial Code,
must be temporary only, and is, as .a rule, limited
in point of time to one year, and in point of business to
the purchase and sale of one distinct speciality of goods;
and its business must be managed by a representative com-
mittee elected by the several organisations who have joined
in this * partecipanza.” In such business the Federazione
acts as representative of the societies actmg in union, dealmg
with outsiders for them.

v The Federazione allows its members the full benefit of

its co-operative form of dealing. At the end of each year it
ascertains the price to be charged to customers for each class
of goods by adding the incidental outgoings to the first
purchase price and allotting accordingly.

Purchase and sale do not exhaust the list of its useful
services. It devotes very great attention to the extension
of technical instruction, and instruction in the practice
of Co-operation. It does its best to further the formation
of co-operative agricultural societics, showing those who
form them how to proceed in accordance with the law and
affording what help it can. At the same time it assists in
the spread of technical education by means of publications
giving information in popular language on the proper employ-
ment of artificial fertilisers and the like, by means also of
experimental plots which it provxdes of lectures and
otherwise. In 1908, for instance, the Federation instituted
no fewer than 314 experimental plots, and it distributed
26,000 copies of educational pamphlets on manuring, etc.

Beyond this the Federation has studied to bring aid to
agriculturists by using its good offices with the Ministry of
War to induce that authority to purchase its forage, corn,
etc., for the Army from co-operative societies and moreover
by mmatmg the formation of a commercial society for the
exportation of Italian agricultural produce. With the view
of extending its own sphere of work and more specifically
of benefiting the southern districts of the kingdom, the
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Federazione recently opened a branch office at Naples, which
it shortly after supplemented by another in Catania. By
such means it hopes to extend its sales and to create a healthy
agricultural co-operative movement in the south. A further
branch office has been opened at Rome.

The Federazione furthermore makes it its study to acquaint

-its members regularly with the condition of the markets
which affect them, by means of a weekly bulletin, which quotes

the latest prices of the goods in which it deals. :

There are one or two more useful services which the
Federazione has rendered to Italian agriculture which descrve
recording. ‘)ne is the warm support which it has given to
M. Luzzatu s proposal to create a powerful national institu- -
tion of credit. Beyond this, it has promptly enrolled itself
in the new International Lcague of Agricultural Co-operative
Socicties of Europe according to agreement with the leaders
of the co-operative agricultural movements in Germany.
Austria, and Switzerland. : '

2, —AGRICULTURAL BANKS.

The credit of having initiated the movement of agricul-
tural credit banks in Italy unquestionably belongs to
Dr. Leone Wollemborg, who formed the first little village
bank of such type in Italy as long ago as 1883. He did
not, at the same time, fail to exert himself with a view
to stimulating a movement within wider limits. Conspicuous
as his merit is, he cannot be said to have altogether succeeded
in his propagandist action. The reason plainly is that,
whereas he advisedly abstained from giving his banks a
distipct party or religious colouring, a priest, Don Cerutti,
shortly after entered upon the scene, supported by other
organisers, championing the same institution as a distinctively
denominational organisation attadwd to the Church of Rome.
His " catholic ” idea ‘‘ took ”’ with the rural public and his
** catholic ” banks multiplied so as soon greatly to outnumber
Dr. Wollemborg’s.

The figures on record in the official statistics recently
issued by the Italian Ministry of Agriculture, Trade and
Commerce—which are all that are at our command—show
how very unequally way agncultmal banks are now distrib-

uted over Italy.
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NORTHERN ITALY.

Province Alessandria ... 45 Brought forward .er. 696
. Belluno N b)) Province Pavia ... e 2.
»  Bergamo . G0 s  DPiacenza ... 8
" Bologna S " Porto Maurizio |
" Brescia U] " Ravenna U {1
»» - Como e 1 . Parma ... .. 44
. Cremona ... 9 " Reggio Emilia... I8
- Cunco .. 160 ’ Rotigo ... e 4
++  Ferrara .. 39 " Sondtio... .. 8
" Genoa . 2 . Turin ... e 32
" Mantua e 9 " Treviso .. e 12
v Milano ... 19 . Udine ... e D
" Modena T F . Venice ... T 1
" Norara . O - \'erona ... . lon
" Padua e 712 " Vincenza v 48

606 Total ... 1,228

CENTRAL ITALY.

Arezzo ... 6 Brought forward 50 Brought forward 71
Florence ... 14 Macerata ... & Rome RV 5
Forli o023 Perugia ... b Sienmn o)
leghorn ... 5 Pesaro ... 10 Anconn ... 3
.- Pisa | —
a —- Towl ... 112

: 7l

SOUTHERN ITALY AND THE ISLANDS.

Reggio 2 Brought forward 79 Brought forward 154
Salerno ] Bari R | Cusenza ... 7
Sussari e 1 Benevento ... 4 Fogpin ... 4
Siracuse ... 11 Caltanisetta 27 Girgenti = ... 43
Teramo .. 2 Campubasso 3 Lecee 5
Trapani ... 13 Caserita ... 4 Messinn ... 9
Acywila .. 1) Catania ... 23 Naples ... 1
Ascoli .. 3 Catanzaro ... 4 I'alermo ... 42
Avellino ... 3 Chieti e 1 Potenza ... 3

9 : 154 Total ... 20N

Total for all Italv, 1,608,

According to this table there are now 1,608 agricultural
village banks known to exist in Italy. Their annual business
is not known, but so far as our statistics go, they hold among
them about 42,000,000 lire (£1,680,000) in savings deposits,
the lion’s share presumably going to the ‘‘ catholic”’ banks.
The above table also shows that the movement is by far the
most strongly developed in northern Italy.

There are agricultural banks of very nearly the same type
in existence in small numbers set up on another basis. Their
creation is due in the main to ‘the initiative of the deputy
Signor Guerci and of some of his friends. The difference
between the two types of institutions is mainly this, that
whereas the former banks, acting each independently, look for
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their money to deposits, the Guerci banks rely exclusively upon
one or other distinct financial institution, which supplies
them with what they want, and which in return for such ser-
vice exercises a searching control over them.

The banks of the Wollemborg type have formed their
own union. The banks of the Guerci type in the province
of Parma have likewise formed a union; but it consists of
only fifteen. The ‘‘ catholic” banks have as yet no real
union or federation. However, they group themselves together
more and more according to dioceses, and may be said to
possess a common centre in the Social-economic Union of
Bergamo, which has really become the centre: point around
~hich all distinctively ‘‘ catholic ”’ institutions of an economic

type gather.
‘ 3.—PRODUCTIVE SOCIETIES.

The foremost place among co-operative productive
societies connected with agriculture belongs to the co-operative
vintries in which members convert their grapes into wine
in common and dispose of such produce collectively. There
are now about 100 such, and they have recently given proof
of an active spirit which promises to further their develop-
ment. For the most part they are to be met with in northern
Italy, scattered there over a wide area. However, of late
there have been some formed in the south also, more par-
ticularly since the Ministry of Agriculture has testified its
interest by dealing out money grants, as well as by other
means of encouragement to the movement. In their legal
aspect these vintries are organised in one of two distinct ways,
either as joint stock companies, or else as incorporated societies.
Some have shown a spirit of enterprise in opening shops of
their own in towns for the sale of their wine. Othcrs have
entered into regular agreements with distributive societies,
under which the latter sell their wine for them, in some
instances with very good success. There is, for instance,
the co-operative vintry of Castellalfero di Asti, which has
‘entered into a standing agreement with the powerful *“ Alleanza
Cooperativa’ of Turin and fares well thereby. No doubt in
this connection Italians have made the same discovery that
is common to co-operators elsewhere, namely, that business
arrangements between productive and distributive societies
for the sale of produce present rather substantial difficulties.
Another rather serious obstacle, which has likewise made
itself felt, hindering progress, is that of credit. But that is
gradually being got over with the help of suitable arrange-
ments concluded with co-operative credit institutions of
which happily Italy has no lack.
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It is rather to be regretted that the co-operative vintries
have not yet formed a common union, which must certainly
- have proved an effective help for safeguarding their own
interests. The society of vine growers in Monferrato, thanks
to the exertions of the Hon. Ottavi and of Prof. Marescalchi,
is now trying to remedy this by constituting itself a centre
of the co-operative wine-pressing movement.

®
4.—Co0-OPERATIVE DAIRIES.

Early last May the Italian co-operative dairies held
their first Congress at Reggio Emilia. The organising com-
mittee took advantage of the occasion to collect some statistics,
which indeed are known not to be complete, but from which,
for want of better, we quote the following data : —

There are said to be now about 600 co-operative dairies
in existence in Italy, which are distributed over the ground
as follows : 40 in the province of Novara, 50 in Como, 50 in
Sondrio, 27 in Reggio Emilia, 23 in Turin. About 100 dairies
belong to the provinces of Parma, Brescia, Treviso, Cremona,
Piacenza and Cuneo. Next there are about 200 in Friul,
which in point of number stands at the head of the list of
provinces. In addition there are another 100 dairies or so
of the antiquatcd historic type, without a fixed abode, in
which members take the duty of converting the milk of all
into butter in turns, each in his own little farm. Italy has
had such co-operative dairies from a very early day. They
are now registered either as nondescript, prescriptive societies
(ds fatlo) or else as co-operative societies of the modern type
with share capital which may be increased indefinitely. As
a rule they do not distinguish themselves by great prosperity,
nor can they be said to be good in a technical aspect..

Of our co-operative dairies the same thing may be said
that in truth applies to all branche- of Italian Co-operation,
namely, that of late years they have made very satisfactory
advances. Up to quite recently, it is true, they stood all
isolated, by themselves. They had no common institution
to give them cohesion or strength. Only in the border district
of Agordo, near Belluno, had the local dairies combined to
form a local union, for the sale of their butter. However,
since the congress of Reggio Emilia already mentioned, serious
attempts have been made to organise a national union of
dairies, which has now been actually constituted and which
tries to bring all dairies in touch with one another for the
purpose of perfecting their methods, discovering the most
- advantageous means of disposing of their produce and
acting in common in the purchase of machinery.
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6.—COLLECTIVE RENTING OF LAND.

The Federazione Italiana des Consorzs agrars in the past
year embarked upon an interesting undertaking, an inquiry,
from the report on which we here quote, to ascertain to what
degree the practice of renting land in common had become
established and how it was answering. Such collective rent-
ing is a distinctive and very characteristic feature of modern
Italian Co-operation.

Collective land renting is thus defined in the report to
which we have already referred : ‘‘ By collective land renting
we mean the taking over of a considerable breadth of land,
most commonly under ordinary tenure; it may, however,
also be occupied by a society of agricultural labourers under
the nicttayer system or that known as ‘‘ emphyteusis.”*

Such collectively rented estates are managed under two
~ different systems, either as collective, or else as divided hold-

ings. Land held under the former is cultivated in common
and the accounts are accordingly likewise kept in common,
as of one sole concern, even if it should consist of several
distinct arcas, and whatever be the number of the labourers
taking part in the enterprise.  Land held under the last named
system is rented in common, but the area is subscquently
subdivided into distinct holdings, each of which is allotted to
one labourer and his family. Tenancies worked in common
prevail in the Romagna, that is, in Emilia and the province
of Mantua. For the greater part they are registered as co-
operative societies, with share capltal whnch may be increased
indefinitely. They may be *close” or ' open,” that is, con-
sisting of a limited, predetermined, number of members, or
else admitting members without limit, in which case the
number of members may very well come to be superior to
that of the hands wanted for employment. Whenever that
happens members are given employment on their common
farm in regular turns. Tenancies with divided management
predominate in Lombady, Piedmont, and Sicily.

The number of collective holdings ascertained to be in
existence in ali Italy at the close of April, 1906 was 108.
Of these only 25 were worked in common, 83 being divided.
In nearly all such landholding societies a distinct political
or else religious object forms the uniting link ; they are for
the most part either * catholic "’ or socialist.

\What the future of this novel form of Co-operation may
prove to be, it is not easy to forecast. One thing is certain,
and it is not without importance: on both sides, catholic
as well as socialist, there is most unmistakable interestfand

* A kind of perpetual lease,
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faith shown in this form of Co-operation, bv means of which
‘those who practise it hope, and indeed expect, to raise the
moral position of their class. This aspiration it is not possible
‘to analyse by the cold light of reason. ‘In any case the fact
deserves to be noticed and the subject merits further inquiry.

6.’—PRonuc1_'lv5 SocIETIES OF VARrious KiINDs.

Among the medley of miscellaneous productive societies
it may be well first to call attention to co-operative distilleries.
There are at present only about 15 such in existence in Italy.
Next there are also four or five co-operative oil presses, and
about 10 co-operative establishments for manufacturing
artificial fertilisers. ,

A very few words will explain the position of the last
named. As a rule these establishments are registered as
co-operative societies, formed with a share capital subscribed
‘either by individual agriculturists or by groups of such, no
holding in shares of any one member being allowed, under
the law, to exceed 8,000 lire (£200). For the most part their
formation was first suggested by agricultural socictics, with
which they still remain linked, and which often ecnough manage
the sale of the goods produced. Such societics sell to non-
members as well as to members.  In some the rules require
that every member shoul! bind himself to purchase at Jeast
a minimum quantity of the fertilisers produced every year.
The share capital may be taken as amounting in most cases
to about 500,000 lire (£20,000). The largest society of the
sort, that of Portogruaro, however, has a share capital exceed-
ing 1,000,000 lire (£40,000). The smallest annual output
recorded (at Bagnolo-Mclla) is 8,000 tons, the Jargest (at
Portogruaro) 35,000 to 45,000 tons. Thesec manure works
have recently collectively established a central office, which
is designed to become a centre for counsel and general direction
of the movement.

The:c are some more minor productive industries to be
taken note of. If our information is correct there are four
co-operative societies of basketmakers in the districts of
Milan and Pisa; one society for making straw mats in the
district of Reggio Emilia ; and 15 societics of woodslicers,
likewise in the Reggiano. In all therefore there are 20
societies.

Next there are the few existing live stock breeding
societies to mention. To its shame Italy is still very back-
ward in this movement. Nevertheless a few attempts h:ve
been made to improve our breeds by co-operative action.
Several societies keep bulls for common use, some have
instituted herd books and some purchase cattle of improved

E
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breeds on behalf of their members. This kind of co-
operative enterprise is, once more, best represented in Friul,
and next to that in the districts of Brescia, Mantua, and
_ Reggio. However, the organisation is in many cases only
loose, not amounting to the formation of regular societies.

7.—SOCIETIES FOR THE SALE OF AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCE.

The difficult but most important problem of érganising
the sale of agricultural produce on co-operative lines has been
tackled in Italy in various ways and various localities, and
not in every instance without success. Thus we have in the
county of Piacenza six or seven co-operative societies for the
sale of table fruit (chicfly dessert grapes) and some 15 societies
in the Romagna, the Marches, Calabria, and Sicily, for the
sale of both fruit and garden produce In the \hrches
there is also a good organisation for the sale of honey, i
the federation of apicultural societies.  Vegetables, cggs
milk, are all of them disposed of by co-operative means,  But
there is not veally very much of this sort to show.~ We have
also one co-operative granary for the sale of grain, to boast
of, at Bagnolo-Mella.  All these thmg\ it 1s true, appear
in the light of beginnings.  We cannot in this matter compare
with Germany, France, Denmark, and some other countries.

8.-—CONCLUSION.

In the very rapid glance that we have cast over our
Italian agricultural co-operative movement, we find that we
have still omitted some few little items. Thus, for instance,
there are five or six cocoon drving societics. \We have also
not mentioned the very important movement of unskilled
rural labourers known as bracciants, who, organised in co-
operative societies, undertake contracts for making roads,
digging ditches, making dykes, etc. There are about 200 of
these societies now in existence, including 70 in Venetia alone.
Then there is the Agricultural Co-operative Society of Milan,
which buys land upon which to settle labourers. e cannot
enter into these additional forms of co-operative activity,
.but would merely state that they exist.

Grouping all that we have spoken of together we find
that there are

790 Co-operative Societies for the purchase of Agricultural Re-

quirements.

1,608 Co-operative Credit Societies.

870 Productive Societies.

43 Societies for the sale of produce.

3,313 in all.
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The great want declaring itself in all this movement
undoubtedly is the twofold one of cohesion and of penetration.
We have some central organisations in which an attempt has
been made to unite what exists viithin a certain district, but
they grow up in places which are anything but agricultural
_in character. Such co-operative organisations, on the other
hand, as manage to penetrate well into country districts,
and establish themselves right among small cultivators—
such for instance as agricultural banks—remain isolated and
without mutual touch, therefore without any possibility of
acquiring sufficient strength and diffusing their benefits as
one would wish them to do, by union. In genuinely agricul-
tural districts accordingly, just where Co-operation might
. bring most help, the movement remains insufficiently devel-
oped. The central organisations located in the large rural
centres and in great provincial capitals do indeed maintain
relations with agriculturists in the country districts, but they
appear too much removed from them in character to secure
their full confidence and a sufficient ascendant over them,
because to the eyes of the agricultural population they present
themselves purely and solely as economic institutions. All
their activity, it must be admitted, is devoted to business
transactions, and in this way agriculturists are brought to
recgard them rather as offices to do business with, than as
representative centres reflecting their own interests. Could
those institutions only supplement their commercial activity
by works of provident action and mutual support, there can
be no doubt that they would acquire much greater influence
with the agricultural classes and prove more powerful.

However, whatever these defects may amount to, truth
and justice require that we should recognise that within the
past few years very considerable progress has already been
made in the application of co-operative principles to Italian
- agriculture. hatever defects there are, are in the nain
owing to the absei.c of proper provisions in the law for
facilitating and giving encouragement to the formation of
co-operative societies and the institution of central control.
It is a comfort to be %able to report that an improvement
appears now in sight. A Bill has recently been passed
which affords rather substantial facilities towards co-
operative action. What the further development of this
co-operative movement will :be in the near future it is
simply impossible to foretell ; but it is certain that the
movement is advancing. One hopeful sign is that in Italy
political parties, which in developing nations always con-
stitute a powerful propulsive force, have begun to take an
active interest in the welfare of rural labourers. From this
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—without ‘presuming to dive into doubtful and perilous
questions of political agitation—we feel confident that a more
rosperous future is reserved for agricultural Co-operation
in Italy, of a nature to make it more and more worthy of
the interest and admiration of co-operators of other countries.
‘. » .

DR. RaixERt added the following remarks upon his report.

The report drawn up by myself and my colleague Casalini
only contains statements of facts; it contains no observa-
tions which could give rise to discussion. Our work assumes
a certain modest degree of importance precisely because in -
Italy we still lack full and reliable statistics on this subject.

You will see from our report that we have paid special
attention to associations for the collective purchase of agri-
cultural requisites, in which field we are more advanced than
any other country if not as regards the amount and extent
of the business done, yet as regards the value of the new ideas
which we have applied.

With reference to this matter I wish to call yvour attention
to the co-operative assoctations for the manufacture of
chemical manures, of which you can see a specimen in Cremona
and will be able to visit another at Piacenza during the
excursion you will make there on the 26th.  Nowhere out of
I[taly can [ point to such numerous examples of this special
branch of Co-operation, for we already count some ten such
factories, some of which have already been working for
several years; of this number is the co-operative factory of
Portogruaro, which is the oldest and also the one which has
won the most important and glorious battles.

We then refer to agrarian credit transactions, and point
out some forms which have been incorporated with the
agrarian consor:i and which give most satisfactory results.

Undoubtedly this subject is deserving of a more detailed
examination, but I think that if we were to do so we should
exceed the limits which we set ourselves in drawing up this
report. t
We have also referred to the existence in Italy of Rural
Banks, which are divided into neutral and denominational, the
ma]onty belongmg to the latter class. The number of these
rural banks is smaller than we might wish for, they are about
1,600, the majority of which are, as I have said, denominational.
But rucently the national Federation of the Neutral Banks
has been reorganised, and we are entitled to hope that the
zealous and efficacious work of this body, which now has a
new lease of hic, in the fields of Co-operation and thrift will
infuse new vigour into the neutral banks.
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We also refer in our report to several forms of Co-opera-
tion (co-operativé winemaking and dairies) and we have
drawn attention to a special form, characteristic of Italian
Co-operation, which is that of collective leases. '

"The collective lease, as it exists in Italy, is something
which the Italian Federation itself has found it hard to define.
The term collective lease does not fully correspond to facts,
as the term lease only applies really to a farm which is rented,
whereas many of the socalled collective leases are held on
terms of emphyteusis or on the metayer system, which shows
that the word *‘ lease "’ must be interpreted in a broad sense.

If we examine the nature of these collective leases, we
find a radical difference between two kinds, between the
collective leascholds farmed under one management and the
collective leaseholds farmed under separate management
by the several persons who are parties to the transaction.
In the first case all the work is done collectively so that the
business is one, the balance sheet one, and the system of
working by turns prevails. In the other case the contract
between the leaseholders and the landlord is drawn up in
common, but the farm lands are divided up into different
farms according to the number of the families, who tlius have
separate balance sheets, separate management, and separatc
incomes. The collective system prevails not only in the
contracts for obtaining posscssion and use of the lands, but
also in the purchase of machinery, fertilisers, seeds, and in
the collective sale of products ; but there are essential differ-
ences between the two forms. ,

In Italy political parties have made special capital out
of this form of collective leasing of farm lands ; on the one
hand the socialists, on the other the catholic party, which
latter prefers to apply the system of collective leasing under
separate management, whereas the socialist party in the
majority of cascs, more especially in tlLe province of Emilia,
prefers collective management .

There are many instances of collective leaseholds in
Sicily, and 1 think recent progress in thosc parts, especially
in the use of chemical fertilisers, is due to these.

I am firmly convinced that collective leasing is onc of
the most efficacious systems for improving the productivity
of the soil in some territories. The principle of collective
leaseholds will certainly identify itself with that of putting
the soil to the best use in those districts where another form
of agriculture which is an Italian speciality, that of the
agrarian common rights, prevails. .

, I regret my inability to speak in foreign languages and
thus acquaint our foreign colleagues. at once with the pheno-
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menon of agrarian common rights which is ]ust now exercising
the minds of students of such matters, and: giving much food
for thought to our legislators, and which will certainly afford
a wide field for the application on a large and fruitful scale
of the principles of meoperatnon

For this reason 1 have already handed a brief summary
of this matter to the interpreters, who will briefly translate
the principal points which are not contained in my printed
report,
Handed down to us from the traditions and uses of the
middle-ages in the former States of the Church and in Emilia,
there exist collective properties, real examples-of communal
ownership, belonging to the inhabitants of a given commune
or parish, the soil of which belongs to the said inhabitants
in virtue of their fixed residence in that given place. These
collectwe property rights are derived from the so-called civic
usages ““ usi civies.” Our Italian colleagues will readily
understand at the mere mention of this word, that it is a big
and serious question which we are now dealmg with.

These civic usages entitle the inhabitants to take part
in the operations of farming on lands belonging to private
individuals or bodies. These agrarian common rights are
no small matter, for data carefully compiled by the Ministry
of Agriculture show that they cover an area of 265 thousand
acres comprising a population of 107 thousand inhabitants
entitled to use them, and represent a value of about twenty-
four million francs.

Some of these collective properties are only worth a
few thousand francs, but others are worth more than a million.

The law of 1894 has recognised . these collective domains
or agrarian common nights as legally constituted bndies,
and as such has admitted them to the enjoyment of certain
advantages, among otheis, in the case of the collective domains
of Latium, to agrarian credit loans, from the Agrarian Credit
Bank, founded for that region with the help of the Milan
Savings Bank. A commission, composed of men belonging
to all political parties, has also been named by the Ministry
to study the important question with a special view to intro--
ducing into the existing laws such modifications as may help
to give to these collective estates a distinctly co-operative
form of organisation, so as to infuse new life into these
organisms now managed in accordance with the simplest
and most traditional rules, but yielding unsatisfactory results.
At present these tracts of land are divided into as many lots
as there are families, and after a certain number of years the
lots are exchanged in rotation and pass from one famlly to
another by casting lots.
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It will be readily understood that with such a system
each family has but one object in view ; to exploit as rapidly .
as possible its bit of land leaving it in a deplorable condition
to its successor.

These collective estates could not give worse results as
far as the intensity of production is concerned. Anyone who
visits our agrarian rights in Emilia, Latium or the
former States of the Church, can but be struck with sorrow
at the inadequacy of the production.

‘The efforts of the ministerial commission therefore aim
at finding means which will make it possible to introduce
co-operative forms of agriculture, whilst even now, the
Ministry of Agriculture, availing itself of the existing laws
is striving to introduce Co-operation into those transactions
which can be grouped together, such as the collective purchase
of fertilisers, machinery, and seeds, and the sale of products, as
" well as opening some co-operative workshops for production.
In the case of woods, for instance, a co-operative association
of carpenters or chairmakers might be formed.

I think that Italy should solve this question without
further delay, and I hope that the united efforts of all men
of good-will will make 1t possible to arrive at an efficacious
and equitable solution. .

I shall submit a brief resolution to the Congress on this
question, viz. :(—

“The Scventh Congress of the International Co-
operative Alliance, held at Cremona, expresses the hope
that the modifications of the law on agricultural common
rights will snclude measures for stamping on them a
distinctly co-operative organisation.” '
Our report then goes on to consider the several co-opera-

tive associations for production, and the co-opcrative societies
for -the sale of agricultural products, which are not of much
importance. Our conclusions show that there exists at present
in Italy 3,300 agricultural co-operative assoc: tions of various
descriptions, exclusive, of course, of those which have not a
right to be included in this category.-

In conclusion, I may say that if Co-operation in :Italy
can boast of many successes, and' can point to its triumphs,
nevertheless it has not yet attained that degree of importance
which would entitle it to place itself on a footing of equality
with the agricultural co-operation of other countries. . But
men belonging to all parties, people of lofty intellect and correct
judgment, hearts fired with enthusiasm, are labouring
on behalf of agricultural co-operation; we are progressing
rapidly, and the goal which agricultural co-operators-have
set themselves no longer seems as far off as it did a few :years

ago.
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We also look for much from the introduction of com-
pulsory inspection, which we consider not as a vexatious
measure, but as_a means for the formation of new unions
which will carry on a new jropaganda, create new bodies,
and will considerably increase the number of -the agncultural

co-operative organisations. (Prolonged applause.)

Mzr. WoLFF : I have pleasure in informing the Congress
that M. Boncour, representing the French Government, has
laid before us an official statistical report on the co-operative
movement in France, which will be distributed to the mem-
bers of the Congress to-morrow. Dr. Magaldi, on behalf of
the Italian Government, has presented a report on the -
present position of the movement in his country.

SiGNoR Ruint: Signor Raineri has shown in his report
that our object in speaking o this theme is not only to call
the attention of foreign countries to what has been done in
various directions, but also to point out the direction which
future dev elopments of the co-operative organisations of the
agricultural world should take. He has referrcd with much
competence to the important phenomenon of * civic usages’
and agrarian common rights’ collective domains; my friend
Caroncini and myself wish to call the attention of the Congress
by mcans of a brief communication, which we have already
distributed, to a point which may seem negligeable, but s
destined to become a powerful means of penetration in the
van-guard of this movement, and to introduce into Latium
the reviving forces of Co-operation. We have already pre-
sented a short report to the Congress on this matter.

We have seen at Rome, from the plains of the Agro
Romano to the Sabine hills, which comprise also a part of
Umbria, that this assertion of * civic usages " has assumed
striking forms. Floods of people have attcmpted to recon-
quer the lands which age-long abuses had deprived them of,
and we have also seen the carth yield a spontaneous harvest
of essentially co-operative forms of production, which might
become dangerous to-morrow if they be not informed by
a guiding principle.

How can this movement be dirccted into profitable
channels ? Signor Raineri, who is an excellent practical
agricultural expert, has drawn attention to the juridical side
of the question. Allow me, a lawyer, to draw attention to
the technical problem.

When we shall have succeeded in introducing new forms
of agrarian organisation on these lands which are now in the
hands of the peasantry, we shall still have to solve the tech-
nical problem of their management, and seek out the means

_best suited to obtain from the soil the best possible results.
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Such is the problem before us, and the idea naturally arose
of founding in Rome an agrarian office for promoting these
co-operative societies and encouraging their formation where-
ever possible ; placing itself at the h”~d of this army of peas-
ants who have set out to conquer the lands which belonged
to their fathers.

We therefore appeal to the Congress to complete the
resolution proposed by Signor Raineri and Dr. Casalini, by
including in it an expression of hop« that such an a“cultur”
office may be opened in Latium which may help by its advice,
and the assistance of the more important co-operative organ-
isms to restore to the campagna surrounding Rome that
fertility and wealth which is a forerunner of civilisation.

I think that the ide;. thus expressed, besides drawing
attention to the technical problem, breathes a feeling of ven-
eration for Rome which cannot but be felt and appreciated
by an international congress assembled in Italy. (Applause.)

Signor Caroncini : | wish to call the attention of the
Congress to the condition of the co-operative associations of
peasants formed in Latium in view of the application of the
legislative reforms announced by Signor Raineri, which a
Royal Commission is now studying and which will have the
same effect on the Italian agricultural world as that exercised
in other countries by the German land distributive laws and
the recent Irish land-laws. The point we have to consider
is that a work, which offers many difficulties from the legis-
lative standpoint, since it requires the intelligent collabora-
tion, and more especially the training, of the rural jwpulation
in co-operative ideas and methods, may be anticipated by
spontaneous forms of Co-operation which, backed by public
opinion, may be able to effect that which no law can do
without the prompt and effective collaboration of the parties
interested.

Agrarian credit will, of course, play a most important
part in the transformation of the *“ civic usages,” and die
reorganisation of the regions in which they exist where small
and much sub-divided properties are the rule, properties
which are easily ruined by usury and emigration. The
peasants who assert their civic rights will, thanks to the law,
be able to obtain the credit needed for replacing their primi-
tive methods of farming, which yield but scanty harvests,
bv improved systems wUch get the most out of the soil and
aUow of cultivation on a la"ge scale and of the industrial
improvement of the produce. The need of Agrarian credit
is evident, but it can only be put to good u”e by spontaneously
formed co-operative societies which will be able to do what
financial companies are now undertaking in those Italian

El
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rrovinces where emigration is heaviest, .c., take over the
ands abandoned by the owners and divide them up. But
there will be this difference, that the agricultural co-operative
societies of which we are speaking, and which ought to replace
the old system of “ civic usages,” will not divide up the lands,
but will undertake to pay on their own account the ground
rents to which the peasants are liable, and in collecting them
in lieu of the landlords they will be able to greatly facilitate
the spread of agricultural credit and redeem the peasantry
from usury and poverty. _

This movement is sure to assume very great importance
in Latium and Umbria as it is likely to put a stop to emigra-
tion which is now so heavy; the co-operative societies will
be able to collect the saviigs of the emigrants which are now
lying idle in tlic savings' banks, and use them to fertilise the
soil by putting capital into land now practically untilled, and
by the formation of a top-soil. 4

On these lines, I associate myself with the ideas expressed
by my colleague, Ruini. (Applause.)

M. pE BoronAEwsKY (Russia): Russia is essentially
an agricultural country. [ therefore think that a few words
dealing with our agricultural co-operative societies will not
be out of place here. There are at present a large number
of agricultural associations in Russia, and a:iong them may
be reckoned more particularly the two well-known forms of
credit societies, based respectively on Schulze-Delitzsch and
on Raiffeisen principles. We have 90u. Schulze-Delitzsch
banks, of which 560 are at work in villages. The capital
account of these societies balanced at about £5,000,000 on 1st
January, 1807. As for the Raiffeisen banks, they number
about 1,400 and are also to be found in the villages—their
capital account at the same date balanced at £1,600,000.
We have in addition distributive societies, some 465 in all,
also in rural districts, with a collective capital of £2,400,000,
and moreover about sixty-eight village associations for
common sale and purchase. Other associations again aim
at the improvement of agricultural methods, and of these
there are over one thousand. The precise statistics relating
to our productive societies are, unfortunately, not available.
We have 207 genuine co-operative societies in Siberia,
which are doing very well. I would now say a few
words as to the chief characteristics of Russian
agricultural co-operative societies, this being, I think,
a question of interest to an International Congress,
the duty of which Is to formulate opinions as to fundamental
principles. Our agricultural co-operative associations are
open to persons of both sexes and of all professions. The
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liability of members may be limited or unlimited and the
associations are autonomous as regards their internal admin-
istration. The Government is prepared to assist them with
loans, but this is conditional on inspection by Government
officials. Such is in brief our system of agricultural co-opera-
tion, and I think that the- encouragement of this Congress
will help to extend the movement in our country.

M. DE FONTGALLAND (France): I had no intention of
making a speech here, but I desire to draw attention to two
points in the very interesting report, which has been pre.
sented to us on the question with which we arc now dealing.
The author of the paper, Signor Raineri, expresses regret
that in Italy the agricultural syndicate movement evinces
a commercial and economic tendency. 1 should like to tell
you that this was also how we began in France, although
to-day our path leads us to mutuality, and that is the path
we should like to see the Italians pursue also. We willingly
recognise that the Italians have done a great deal, but it
must be admitted that it is we, the French, who were the
initiators. Compared with ten or twelve years ago we sce
that considerable progress has been made in this direction
throughout the whole of Italy. I must confess that I was
very much struck by all I saw during my visit to the society
at Soresina yesterday. 1 propose to thoroughly study your
institutions, which appear to me most practical.  We may
have been in the vanguard formerly, but I can say to-day -
that you have now overtaken, or even passed us,

entlemen, 1 take part in this debate because 1 have the
honour of presiding over the largest group of syndicates .in
France, that at Lyons, which has 400 socicty members,
composed in all of over 100,000 agriculturists. You will
perhaps, therefore, allow me to refute a mistaken notion which
* is current on this subject outside our country. It is thought
that our French movement is composed of the large landed
proprietors, but this is a mistake. It is true that the move.
ment originated with the landowners, but to-day more than
95 per cent. of the strength of the army of agricultural syndi.
cates is recruited from the ranks of the small farmers. That
is exactly what is so interesting in our movement. Like
yours in Italy, it started from an economic and commercial
standpoint, because, generally speaking, the masses under-
stand nothing but their immediate interest. To-day you
regret that your movement has confined itself to this aspect.
You wish to see an increase of mutuality and fraternity among
you. For ourselves, we have already started on this track.
As an instance, I may quote the cattle and fire insurance
societies, which we have formed. I do not speak of our credit
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societies, because there you are our masters. Still, I may
say that we are also making good progress in this direction.
The people in general are now-a-days ready to follow the paths
into which we wish to direct them.: They come to us for
guidance, as soon as we have pointed out that it is to their
interest to unite for all purposes. I quite recognise that if
it is we who have set the pace, our present Government, for
its part, does all it can to back us up. In this way it has
requested all its professors of agriculture to give lectures,
in which the benefits to be derived from the formation of
insurance societies of all sorts are pointed out. The co-
operative fire insurance societies in particular, have met with
great success. In Paris there is a Central Insurance Society,
the policic. of which cover over £4,000,000 woith of purely
"agricultural risks. If, for exanple, a landowner has a house -
near his farm, this society would insure the farm, but not the
house, because the Jatter is not used for agricultural purposes.
The society, in fact, takes nothing but agricultural business.
Our premiums work out on an average at 35 to 40 per cent.
less than the rates paid to other insurance societies, even
those which grant the most favourable terms.

- I have thought it as well to tell you bricfly what we
have done in France, so that I might hear something in return
from you as to the lines upon which you are working, more
particularly with reference to the sale of manures, which is
a question we have been studying for some time. I must
confess that I came here under the impression that your
artificial manure factories were not a success and I was
delighted to hear that this.is not so. I should like to know
how 1you have managed it. '

n France we are also trying to induce the agriculturists
to form pension funds, but this is a difficult matter. ~ They
all see the necessity for it, but when it comes to putting the
thing on a practical footing, they hesitate for various reasons,
the first being that they would not-draw the pension till their
sixty-fifth year, that is, in thirty or forty years’ time. Then
they think they run the risk of losing their savings, in case
the society were to come to grief, and so they prefer to tie
them up in the purchase of a plot of ground. They seem
to fear a political upheaval, which might deprive them of
the fruit of their years of saving. A third objection raised
is the futility of thrift in the form of pensions, since the
Government promises ultimately to help all by granting old
age pensions. Nevertheless, the seed sown has taken root
and we are beginning to convince the agriculturists of the

- difficulty the State would experience in capitalising the
millions of money necessary to ensure the safe working of
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~such a scheme. But since our members are inclined to kick
at the idea of a pension, we have diverted our efforts into
another channel. We have tried to avail ourselves of an
existing law, which favours the formation of small holdings.
We should like to see agriculturists availing themselves of
this law and buying small farms with the help of their savings.
This idea is perhaps difficult to put intq practice, but we are
strongly urging our members to take it up.

e last word. I notice in the paper under discussion,
“that your societies sell manures to non-members as well as
to members. To my mind this is not co-operation. In
France, selling to non-members constitutes an infringement
of the law. I also note that you make a certain amount of
money out of the business, but as I am not sure if your socie-
ties sell to non-members, 1 should be glad to have further
information on this point too.

‘S1GNOR RopiNo (Italy): The report read by H.E. the
Minister of Public Works of Denmark should set a fine example
to us Italians. All the co-operative dairies will remember
that the question has been raised among us whether- the
number of votes to which each member is entitled in our

eneral assemblies should be proportionate to the number
of head of cattle owned. Such a principle would contradict
the explicit dispositions of our Commercial Code, which states
that each member is to have one vote, whatever be his share
of the capital of the society. Well, Denmark offers us an
example of pure co-operative principles in connection with
co-operative dairies. It may seem strange that a member
who contributes 100 or 200 head of cattle should only have
one vote just the same as the member who only possesses
one cow. In Denmark there are owners of hundreds of cows
in the co-operative dairies, and it is quite the exception that
these large owners of cattle, these fortunate agricultural
“capitalists, have more than one vote in the general assembly.
I trust that we Italians will remember this example which
is the reverse of the principles underlying capitalistic organi-
sations, and is in harmony with our co-operative principles.

Denmark, which sets us an example of Co-operation
which has never appealed to the Government for help, now
shows us that without the assistance of law, by merely relying
on spontaneous co-operative sentiments, it has been able to
apply co-operative methods, inspired by principles peculiar
to those laborious populations. (Applause.)

- HEerr H. KAaurMANN : The very interesting papers read
by His Excellency Svend Hogsbro and Professor Raineri, and
the animated discussions which have followed, have shown
us that among Italian co-operators the keenest interest is
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evinced in agricultural co-operation. The assertion brought
forward from another quarter that.there is no room in our
Alliance for agricultural co-operative societies, is therefore
wrong, and should be rejected by us as wrong. (Applause.)
But it is still more wrong to assert that the distributive
societies have impeded the agricultural societies—that is just
the reverse of what takes place. We German distributive
co-operators are exceptionally well disposed towards the agri- -
cultural co-operators ; we do all we can to further the develop-
ment of the agncultural societies ; we make special efforts
to buy our goods from such assocnatlons and when their
prices are the same as those in the general market, we in-
variably give co-operative goods t"c preference. We work
on the principle that’ the agricultural societies, on the one
side, and the stores on the other, complete each other
mutually (Hear, hear.) That the one could not develop
strongly without the other. A powerful distributive co-
operative movement requires from the very nature of the
thing, the building up of an agricultural movement ; and
vicd versa, an agricultural co-operative movement has no safe
market, unless it can rely on the loyalty of the co-operative
stores.  On this account we must strive most energetically
against all attempts at keeping the agricultural and distribu-
tive co-operative movements apart from one another. (Hear,
hear.) I am glad that that assertion has been proved false.
I should like now briefly to draw the attention of the
Alliance to a twofold development within the co-operative
movement. In Denmark the agricultural societies develop
in accordance with the land system of that country, which
is one of ownership by the tenants. It is on this basis that
the distributive societies and the societies for common pur-
chase and sale exist. It appears to me that in Italy another
system has come to the front, that is, the system of cummon
ownership, cultivation in common, the joint leasing of land.
Both these tendencies are of course equally dear to .us co-
operators. It is a question of practical results, as to which
system develops best. The best system will be that from
which the greatest co-operative results, the greatest advantage
to the members may be derived. We have a co-operative
example set us by Denmark, where the circumstances are
peculiar to the country. We can well be proud of the develop-
ment of Co-operation in Denmark, which is a model for the
agricultural co-operative movement elsewhere. Still I should .
not like to assert th:t co-operative societies in the south of
Europe should also develop on Danish lines. A few attempts
have been made in Germany too, to work on the principle of
joint ownership. I refer to our so-called horticultural
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colonies, of, which there exist but two or three in Germany.
One cannot as yet judge if they possess sufficient vitality to
last. If they prove fit to live, I have no doubt but that
this offshoot from the co-operative tree will grow too.

I was also interested to hear that in Italy the muni-
cipalities frequently own landed estates, which they have
held from olden times. Before our land was divided up,
that was also the case in Germany, the parishes owned land
and divided it up into allotments. But to-day there are very
few parishes left which still possess landed property. For
the most part it consists of woods, which are the common

roperty of the parishes. Co-operative societics would also
ge welcomed in Germany, working on the basis of lJand owned
by the parishes ; but there is scarcely any such land left in
our country except forests. We shall therefore have to wait,
and see how things progress in this direction in Italy and
other countries.

On this occasion it has been suggested that the Congress
should pass a resolution in favour of a law, which it is pro-
posed to bring in, and which should regulate the rights of
municipalities in their landed property. Naturally we all
wish that this law should take co-operative societies into
consideration, but I do not think it right that we, as an
International Congress, should interfere in the legislation of
individual countries. (Applause.) That is a matter for cach
separate country, and 1 therefore would beg Professor Raineri
to withdraw his motion. Apart from this consideration, I
am in favour of the resolution. (Applause.)

THE CHAIRMAN : As it is getting late, I think it best
to suspend the debate till this afternoon. 1 now call on
Mr. Wolff to make a few communications.

MR. WoLFr: I beg to remind the Congress that we
must deal with the election of the Central Committee this
afternoon.

‘THE CHAIRMAN : At what time ?

MR. WoLFF: Before the sitting closes.

- M. THEATE, representing the Belgian Government,
desires to lay before the Congress the official statistics relating
to the co-operative movement in his country.

The sitting was then adjourned at 1 p.m. till the after-
noon. : '
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THIRD MEETING,
" TUESDAY AFTERNOON.

The Congress re-assembled at 3 p.m., with Commendatore
Magaldi in the Chair. '

THE GHAIRMAN : The next speaker is Count de Roc-
quigny, the true historian of the agricultural syndicates,
as M. de Fontgalland has so felicitously expressed it, but I.-
should like to add tl:ait Count de Rocquigny is also the
“ father "’ of agricultural co-operation in France. -

I must remind our Italian friends that he came to Italy
in 1896 along with our eminent colleague Mabilleau, whom
- we have the pleasure of seeing in our midst, to study our
provident ancf co-operative institutions. A valuable book,
‘which has made those institutions known in France, was the
fruit of their studices. _

Count DE RocquicNy : I did not expect to be intro-
duced to this Congress in so flattering a manner. The Chair-
man has been good enough to say that I am the historian
of thie French agricultural associations. He must allow me
not to accept this praise ; I have simply described what I
have done in France and I have tried to tell strangers what
we have done, but that is not quite the same as being the
historian of the movement. I have only been a modest
writer about things seen, but what M. Magaldi says is true,
that I have often had an opportunity of coming to Italy to
admire your excellent institutions. I have remained what
I was eleven years ago—as great an admirer of your co-opera-
tive organisations in particular, as I am of your beautiful
and noble country in general.

I merely wish to add a few words to what M. de Font.
galland has said about agricultural co-operation in France.
Agricultural co-operation should be so organised everywhere
as to secure the greatest possible good to the agricultural
population and so as to secure national prosperity ; but this
organisation should be entirely free and solely based on
igxdividua] initiative ; it ought not to be undertaken by the

tate. o

I now have the honour of presenting to this Congress
a brief sletch of the present position of agricultural co-opera-
tion in France. In our country such co-operation takes in
the main the industrial form of cheesemaking and dairy
societies. I need tell you nothing about this class of society,
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for your institutions of a simllar nature are most flourishing.
But we have some newer forms of society in France which
seem to have a bright future before them, such as societies
for the sale in common of agricultural produce, oil-producing
societies and those the aim of which is the transformation of
certain produce. For some years now such socicties have
largely developed in France ; those which devote themselves
to the cultivation of olives and the sale of their oil are more
particularly flourishing. Societies engaged in the sale of
produce have obtained excellent results in the French as
well as the foreign markets. Recently a federation of agri-
cultural productive societies was formed, which has for its
~ object the creation of selling depots in certain centres in
France and other countries. This new organisation promises
to effect a great saving in initial expenses. :

I should also like to say a word on the subject of the
syndicates. At first these syndicates were considered as
co-operative societies for buying and selling products which
the farmers needed. There are to-day 4,000 such societies
and they have had the honour of being copied everywhere,
having been warmly praised by eminent co-operative leaders,
and especially by that great master, Signor Luzzatti. These
syndicates have not confined themselves to the organisation
of common sale and purchase and the improvement of agri-
culture ; they have done more than this. They have become
infused’ with the spirit of professional solidarity and have
endeavoured by all the means at their command, to improve
the productivity of the land, and thereby to increase the wel-
fare of the farmers. All honour to them for having thus
interpreted their task; and that is why I declare, with
M. de Fontgalland, that these syndicates have absolutely
no connection with politics. -‘The agricultural syndicates
do not defend the interests of the large landed proprietors ;
on the other hand, they defend essentially democratic interests.
I will not tell you about the various functions of these syndi-
cates, of the useful services they have organised ; I merely
wish to call your attention to two or three points, which are
but little known outside our own country. The syndicates
have done more than organise sick-pay and pension funds.
They have endeavoured, by new means, to exercise a social
influence on the masses of the rural population, to carry on
educational work, in a word, to improve the lot of the agri.
cultural classes. This actipn takes place in two forms and
in the first instance through the women. We have succeeded
in persuading the wives of the landowners to carry on this
essentially social mission by helping the syndicates to perform
such new work ; for instance, the formation of schools of
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housewifery, where the farmers’ wives and future house.
keepers can learn the art of household management, where
they can learn all about the care and upbringing of children,
about hygiene, the elements of rural technical matters, and
all the details which are indispensable to good farming. We
hope to increase the social influence of the syndicates still
more, so as to disseminate the adva.ntages of Co-operation

yet further afield. '

One last point, gentlemen. In many districts of France,
difficulties arose between farmers and agricultural labourers
and serious strikes took place at times. We then thought
of forming syndicates which would endeavour to prevent such
strikes nd find a way out of the disagreements. These are
called mixed syndicates, composed both of masters and of men,
in which all are on a’footing of perfect equality. All have
the same rights and the same duties. Every year these
syndicates decide on the conditions of labour. Such condi-
tions are therefore the result of a harmonious agreement
between the two parties and, as you may imagine, they
prevent numerous conflicts. The syndicates arc also called
on, when disagreements do occur, to try and act as con-
ciliators and arbitrators. Finally there are also out-of-work
funds. Nor does’ this exhaust the list of friendly society
benefits and thrift institutions which may be brought into
connection with these syndicates. I have been particularly
anxious to call your attention to this last point, because it
is very important and it gees to prove that the agricultural
syndicate, such as we know it, 1s an instrument of social
peace and progress, tending to embrace, in one uniting,
harmonious and pacific whole, all classes of the rural popula-
tion. (Applause.)

SiGNOR Bo (Italy) : 1 speak in the name of many work-
men present at this Congress to declare that if the debate is
to be carried on as it was this morning we may as well go
away, for though we are all attention we cannot understand
a word which the foreign speakers say. We now make a
formal request that the interpreters translate each speech
into Italian, as is done in the case of other languages when the
speaker is an Italian.

THE CHAIRMAN : 1 enquired this moming if it was neces-
sary to translate speeches made in French into Italian, and
the answer was that it was not. I will now take Slgnor Bo’s
request into consideration, and have the speeches made in
foreign languages summarised in Italian.

M. DECHARME (representing the French Office du Travad).
I had no intention of speaking at this Congress, and I shall
not take up much of your time. You have already heard
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two of my fellow-countrymen to-day, who have so ably
summed up the work of our agricultural syndicates. Count
de Rocquigny did this in a general manner, while M. de Font-
gallund went more into details about the South-East Union
of Agricultural Syndicates. 1 think it now my duty to tell
you, for my part, what the French Government has done in
this respect, what has been its work and its action. 1 desire
“to show you that undertakings due to individual initiative
and those due to State-aid should go hand in hand, for they
both tend to the same ultimate aim.

It will perhaps be as well for me to remind you that
the basis of the whole matter is the law of 1884, for which
we are indebted to one of our greatest French statesmen,
the late Waldeck-Rousseau. This law aimed at allowing
syndicates to be formed without meeting with difficulties,
such as they would have had to encounter, had they been
formed under the law concerning Commercial Companies.
The remaining laws brought forward either by deputies or
members of the Government, need only be considered as
additional clauses to the law of 1884. This law of 1884 on
professional syndicates, was succeeded by the laws of 1894
and of 1899 (on rural banks.for agricultural credit, and on
mutual credit), and by the law of 4th July, 1900, dealing
with socicties for the insurance of cattle, insurance against
hail and storms, and also against workmen’s accidents.
Finally, one may mention the recent law, of 20th December,
1806, on agricultural co-operative societies. All these laws
have borne fruit with us and at the present time there are
in France 4,000 agricultural syndicates, 8,000 insurance
societies, 2,000 regional and local credit societies, and from
300 to 400 societies for production and sale in common.
That gentlemen,, represents the results of our work in France.

Having thus briefly summed up the present position,
allow me to say a few words on the organisation of agricul.
tural credit, which is of ancient origin with us. If you are
our masters in this matter to-day, it is no less true that
we were actually first in the field. But I hasten to add that
our first attempts were none too successful. Since the year
1856, French legislation had organiSed agricultural credit
on what was thought to be a firm basis, but in 1860 the
system no longer worked and in 1876 it failed miserably.
Such'a failure proved that agriculturists were not yet educated
up to this work, for which there was not yet sufficient scope.
The disappearance of agricultural credit, in 1876, shows that
those responsible had neglected to organise it from below
upwards and to free it from interested middlemen. That
reminds me of a saying of another French statesman,
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M. Bourgeois, who is also an ardent co-operator : ‘ Nothing
. will do as a guarantee for a man'’s signature, but the signature

of another man.” We have in France 86 regional, and 2,000
local agricultural banks. During the last six years we have
lent out about £8,000,000, and I may formally declare in
addition, that at the present moment all this has been repaid.
So the work was excellent, but unfortunately the credit
so organised was exclusively credit to individuals. Our
Government has thought recently that it would be advisable
to complete its task by making this credit collective. - That
is the object of the law of 29th December, 1808, which was
completed a month ago, by regulations for its administration,
which will come into force next week. I will just say a word
or two to explain the basis of this new legislation. We did
not wish to draw up complete legislation on agricultural credit,
for we have at present no special law dealing with credit, but
merely onc on commercial companies. We have allowed
agricultural credit associations to be incorporated. We have
made it compulsory on all the members of such a socicty to
be affiliated to an agricultural syndicate, to own at least one
share and, more important still, that the society, whether it
be for production, for sale, or for turning raw materials into
the finished article, shall deal exclusively. with the produce
of its members, and finally, that the society shall not make
any commercial profit out of its transactions. When a society
has been formed under these conditions, the State is prepared
to step in and place at its disposal, by means of the regional
banks, a sum which may equal twice the amount of its share
capital. I should .like to add that at the present time the
State is ready to advance to these societies the sum of
£3,200,000, advanced to it by the National Bank of France.
Taken all together, one may estimate the amount which
has already been lent by the State to agricultural credit
societies at £920,000. You will see from this that we have
plenty left with which to endow new societies which may be
formed.

In conclusion, gentlemen, I would say that we have tried
—and we may perhaps succeed in this—to carry out the
programme which you drew up at your first Congress of
Italian co-operative societies, in 1801, which was to unite
in one all kinds of co-operative, mutual, or provident work.
For my part, I believe, and there are many of the same
opinion in France, that the day is at hand when all co-opera-
tive associations, grouped round the syndicates and the
superannuation funds, which will have become at the same
time savings banks and agricultural banks, combining to-
gether, vying with one another in their fructifying work
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through the constant circulation of funds, will regenerate
- our rural democracy to the inestimable advantagc of our
natxonal activity. (Applause.) '
: THE CHAIRMAN : Five delegates have asked for the
closure. There are still four speakers who have not been
heard. '

(The closure is approved.)

The Congress must now decide whether it wishes to ‘hear
~ the four speakers who have given in their names or if it
wishes them to be excluded.

(The exclusion of the speakers is approved.)

SIGNOR RAINERI : I only think I need say a few words
in reply to the more important observations which have been
made, more especially to the remarks made by M. de Font-
ga.lland with reference to Italian Co-operation. The other
" speakers have either signified their approval of what they
have heard or have spoken on agrariun organisation in Italy,
or have brought their tribute of experience from their own
countries.

Our colleague, De Fontgalland, however, stated that he
was impressed by the fact that Italian co-operative societies
sell to members and non-members. I must first state that
this is not a question arising from the matter at issue, but the
old question—in which the English were our masters—as to
whether co-operative societies should restrict their sales to
members or. sell to non-members also. In Germany the
question has been settled by deciding that only members cin
purchase and are entitled to the advantages of the co-opera-
tive societies, but German co-operators soon found a solution
of this by decxdmg that anyone who pays one mark may
become a member. We Italians have, however, accepted
the English principle of selling to non- members aleo for we
are convinced that when the sympathiser ‘with co-operatnon
enters our precincts he will be so impressed and influenced
* by the lofty and noble principles which guide our institutions
that he will become not only a friend for the time being, but
will before long become a member. Besides this 1 must
remark that, apart from these general considerations, we have
taken care to introduce into the rules of Italian agricultural
co-operative societies clauses which, by bringing pecuniary
considerations to bear on the purchaser induce him to become
a member. Thus you will find in many of the rules of our
agricultural societies a clause excluding the non-members
. from. receiving in cash a share of any surplus at the end
of the business year, which surplus in the case of a non-
member is invested in shares which make him to all intents
and purposes, and almost on compulsion, a member of the
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society. As- to the co-operative factories for chemical fer-
tilisers which have more especially arrested the attention
of our eminent colleague, De Fontgalland, I must remark
that whilst it is true that the rules of these factories also
contemplate the sale to members and to non-members, yet
sales are exclusively made to farmers, who make use of them
solely for their own needs. Nor is this all : the rules of our
co-operative factories contain another provision, still more
important, which, co-operatively speaking, marks the highest
expression of solidarity : those members who have subscribed
shares for the building of the factory are required to purchase
a certain given quantity of fertilisers each year, whatever be
the market price, so that the Cremona factory, which will
. shortly be opened, has already fully disposed of its output
among its members. This is the case also with that of
Piacenza, which you will visit on the 26th, and with all the
others,
« Thus, if at first sight it may appear that this system of
sclling to members and non-members has contaminated
Italian Co-operation with the spirit of commercialism, we sce
that on the contrary, all the precepts of Co-operation are
enforced.  Italian co-operators know that they are called
to share in advantages, but they also know that they must
protect in all ways not only their own interests but also those
of the association to which they belong. 1 think that these
explanations will have cleared up all the points on which
M. de Fontgalland wished to be informed.

As to the resolution which we have proposed to the
Congress with reference to collective leaseholds, Herr Kauf-
mann has remarked that it bears on a question of local Italian
interest and cannot therefore be taken into consideration by
this Congress. I have no difficulty in accepting Herr Kauf-
mann’s suggestion if our resolution breaks any of th« rules of
our statutes. I note, however, that the mere fact that the
organisation of agricultural co-operation in Italy and in Den-
mark has been placed on the order of the day implies that
Congress may be called upon to vote resolutions which touch
the interests of special countries, as long as these resolutions
are merely in the nature of genera.l affirmations of co-operative
principles. In our resolution we do not ask that this assembly
should enter into a discussion of the details of our case ; we
only say that the collective domains would derive great
benefits from the -adoption of the co-operative system, and
we urge that this be taken into consideration in drawing
up future legislative measures. Should this assembly, how-
ever, not see fit to put this to vote we are equally grateful
to Herr Kaufmann for the expressions of approval and
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agrecment which he voiced whilst making an objection to
the resolution on purely formal grounds. : :

I will say no more. I should only like my colleague,
Casalini to express his views on another point connected with
~ the question of mutual help to which my friend De Font-

galland also referred, when he said : ** You Italians complain
in your reports that the principles of mutual help and pro-
vision for old age and sickness have not yet permeated.
thoroughly Italian co-operative agricultural associations.”
Note that this was the case with us also a few years ago, but
these great principles will not fail to make headway, and that
- shortly. (Applause.)

SIGNOR CasALINI: Signor Raineri wishes to allow me
to add a few words to what he has said. I am happy to
comply with this request with reference to the spread of
mutuality in Italian agricultural associations. In the con-
clusion of our report, we acknowledged a fact which is a sad
one for us Italians: that our agrarian co-operative move-
ment has had so far an exclusively commercial character.
In making this acknowledgment I was more especially in-
fluenced by the recollection of the study I made two years ago
of the French agrarian movement. - Among the most pleasant
memories of my youth are those of the hours passed with
your Emile Duport, President of the Union du Swud-I'st, who
in acquainting me with the beauics of your agricultural
organisation, drew my attention to the fact that vou aim
essentially at strengthening more and more the bonds of
sblidarity between the farmers, by complying with all the
several forms of mutual help and associated thrift ; and in
reporting on my visit to France and on my studies on the
agricultural syndicates, I concluded by cxpressing the wish
" that the Italian co-operative agricultural movement, which
has been -hitherto an essentially commercial movement,
should complete itself by :nutual and provident institutions.

SiGNOR Guni i (Italy): I wish to speak to a point
of order. :

THE CHAIRMAN : The assembly has voted the closure
of the debate and I cannot let you speak. -

THE CHAIRMAN : Let us come to a conclusion. Signor
Raineri has proposed a resolution ; Herr Kaufmann has sail
that it deals with a local question and therefore cannot be
put to the vote in an International Congress. Signor Raineri
has given a few reasons why he thinks his resolution is entitled
to be put to the vote, and I add to his words an appeal to
international solidarity and beg our. foreign colleagues here
present to join with their Italian colleagues in voting Signor
Raineri’s resolution.’ ; .
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Dr. Totomianz has proposed the following resolution :—
* This Congress expresses the hope that the more
rosperous co-operative associations will create a central
ank to guarantee the credit, which the larger associations -
grant to the smaller ones by supplying them with goods.

The Executive Committee of the International Co-opera-

tive Alliance is entrusted with the task of giving practical

effect to this resolution.”

Dr. ToroMiaxz (Russia) was about to speak on. his
motion, when Herr Kaufmann rose on a point of order.

HERR KAUFMANN : The first question on the programme
has been dealt with. The Central Committee decided to
place the election of the members of that body on the agenda
for this afternoon. We must deal with this election to-day.
It will be too late to-morrow, for several delegates have to
leave. I therefore request that the elections be taken now.

M. CatHALA (France): They do not wish us to speak
because we bring forward here a formula which does not
happen to pleasc either the Exccutive or the official French
representatives. We earnestly protest against this attitude
and we are supported in our protest by all the French delegates.

Tue CuAairMaN @ 1 regret that I cannot allow you, or
the others who have sent in their names, to speak now since
the Congress has voted for the closure.

M. CatHALA : The proletariat, which we represent here,
is not allowed to speak. (Protests.) That is what it is.

We wish to speak to-day, before the resolutions are put,
otherwise we shall be justified in saying that you want fo
gag the discussion. I desired to set forth the aims and action
of socialist agricultural co-operation in France. I represent
here an organisation composed of 300 individuals, doing a
business of several millions of francs annually. I am just
as much in my place and within my rights in taking part
in this discussion here, as M. de Fontgalland and Count de
Rocquigny, who speak in the name of the French Government.

M. HeNAuLT (Belgium): We are wasting time in dis-
cussing this point. A debate can certainly be closured, but
not before all those, who have sent in their names as wishing
to speak, have had their turn. You can refuse to allow others
to speak beyond these. If you had allowed others to speak
who were already on the list, they would have finished by
now. At a Congress all who have sent up their names ought
. to be allowed to speak. A ' ‘

S1GNOR RAINERI (on a point of order) : I wish the inter-
pretors to translate what I am now about tosay. Iam hereas
the writer of a report, I am not a member of the presidential
bureau, so that I have no authority to reply to or complain of
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any excited words which may have beensaid. To-day we have
dealt with the question of agricultural co-operative organisa-
tion within the limits prescribed by the report of my illustrious
colleague as far as Denmark is concerned, and by myself and
Dr. Casalini with reference to Italy. The limits of those
reports are clear, for I remember that this morning our
Chairman, Hon. Luzzatti, requested our co-operative friends
of certain schools to postpone till to-morrow the discussion
of those wider questions which may be raised in every field
with reference to agricultural co-operation. (Murmurs:) 1
have personally satisfied myself that the reports which will
be subsequently read give ample opportunity for any kind
of discussion on the subject of agricultural co-operative
organisation. The Chairman put the closure to the vote and
it was approved in due form. Immediately afterwards he
asked if the four speakers still-on the list were to be considered
as excluded. Personally, I voted against this, as I should
have wished to see the right of those who had already given
in their names, respected ; but the assembly proved the
exclusion of those speakers. _ ,

I now make a conciliatory proposal, for it would be
regrettable that anyone should be left under the inpression
that we are unwilling to hear all sides. My proposal is this :
that those gentlemen who had given in their names and who
could not speak to-day be placed at the head of the list of
speakers for to-morrow, and in this way everyone will be
able to express his views frecly.

SiGNOR GUIDETTI : For my part I resign my right so
as to avoid further discussion.

M. MasiLLEAU (France) : I voted in favour of the closure,

~ but I was then under the impression that the list of speakers

had been exhausted, and that all opinions had been voiced.

In the face of what M. CATHALA has just said, since French

agricultural co-operation ha: only had its advocates from

among the party which has my 1ull sympathy and which to-day

represents the largest groups of co-operators, 1 propose that

my friends from France and elsewhere should allow the three -
speakers on the list to speak now and I withdraw my vote.

THE CHAIRMAN : The assembly approved the closure
and considered that the four speakers whose names were
down had forfeited their right. I cannot over-rule the
assembly. , '

I consent to the friendly suggestion offered by our friend
Mabilleau, and put it to the assembly whether it wishes the
debate to be re-opened, and the speakers whose names were
down to be allowed to speak. (Voting is begun.) :
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SIGNOR MODIGLIANI {pointinf out some delegates who
hold up more than one ticket) : I want to know who gives
those gentlemen the right to seven votes. The regulations:
only entitle each person to one vote. (Interruptions.)

DRr. TotoMiANz : I beg to withdraw my resolution, so
that I may bring it forward again at a more opportune moment
when it can be more thoroughly discussed.

THE PRESIDENT: Under the circumstances, we will
proceed to vote on Signor Raineri’s resolution.

Signor Raineri’s resolution was rejected -by 81 votes

to 67.

Election of Central Committee.

THE CHAIRMAN : By the rules of the Alliance all the
members of the Central Committee whose term of office has
expired are re-eligible. Roumania is not at present repre-
sented on the Committee, in spite of the fact that the co-
operative movement thecre, though of recent growth, has
attained considerable importance. The assembly will there-
fore signify whether it is in favour of reserving a place on
the Committee to the representative of Roumania. 1 put
the proposal to add to the Committee a representative of
Roumania to the vote. _

Mr. J. C. Gray: 1 desire to oppose the proposal. It
is absolutely unfair for a country which has only one society
as a member of the Alliance to claim representation on the
Central Committee.

M. J. G. Duca (Roumania) : In the name of Roumania,
I beg to offer a few words of explanation to the Congress on
the subject of co-operation in our country. It is true that
we have only one society affiliated to the Alliance, but our
co-operative movement has made such strides and has devel-
oped so rapidly, that I think it is entitled to representation
on the Central Committee, just as much as other countries,
which may perhaps have contributed a larger number of
members to the ranks of the Alliance, but which have not
such progress to show.

As the result of our efforts for the advancement of
co-operation, more particularly during these last few years.
We have over 2,000 People’s Banks in Roumania to-day,
working with a capital amounting collectively to over
£800,000, which, it must be remembered; has been brought
together in a relatively poor country. We have also over
a hundred co-operative societies for the joint leasing of land,
a similar number of distributive societies, and some thirty
more for the sale in common of agricultural produce. 1
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think that the fact of there being only one Roumanian society
affiliated ought not to prevent such a well-developed move-
ment from being represented on the Central Committee. We
are entitled to take our place there by virtue of the importance
of our efforts and the results we have attained.
: PROFESSOR DR. SCHAR (Switzerland) : It is certainly a
very fine thing to have the different countries contending for
the honour of being represented on our Central Committee.
But, ladies and gentlemen, we must not forget the rules.
According to clause 27 of those rules, the Central Committee
- shall consist of thirty-seven members. If you grant repre-
sentation to Roumania to-day, you will have to strike off one
of the other members, who used to be on the Committee.
I do not think that that would be the right course. 1 should
like to call your attention to the fact that the Central Com-
mittee has decided to revise the rules in the course of the next
three years. At the next Congress we shall have an oppor-
tunity of cordially welcoming on our Committee representa-
tives from any country which wishes for a seat, as we shall
have room then. At present there is not room on account
of the rules. We could now only take in Roumania if we
were to sacrifice some other country and that does not s¢em
very fair to me. I therefore beg the Roumanian delegate
to postpone his proposal till the next Congress, when it will
be very welcome. '

M. BERTRAND (France): This proposal . cannot be . -
accepted. It is contrary to our present rules.

Mz. J. BRaDLEY (England): Hgs every country in the
Alliance a representative on the Central Committee ?

Mr. J. C. GRAY : No. Austria has 3, Belgium 3, Den-
mark 2, France 6, Germany 5, Hungary 1, Italy 3, Netherlands
2, Russia 1, Servia 1, Spain 1, Sweden 1, Switzerland 2,
Great Britain 5, United States 2, total 38. This was fixed
by the Budapest Congress. I would gladly support the
request of Roumania if it were comj-rtible-with -the rules, -
but we should have to dispose of one of the other countries
. to find room for Roumania.

SigNor Besso (Italy) : Do you wish to have a suggestion
against which there is no objection defeated ? You should
state that the rules of the Alliance do not allow of it ; this
is not a case for a refusal, rather should we express the wish
that this admission may be made possible. 1 do not think
‘we can vote on a question which is unvoteable. M. Duca
ought to withdraw his proposal. ' ,

M. Duca : Since it is against the rules, I withdraw my
proposition, but I duly note the promise given to consider
it afresh at the next Congress, when the rules are to be revised.



124

But we cannot accept the rejecticn of our proposal on the
ground brought forward by Mr. Gray that we have only one
affiliated society ; Sweden and Spain are in the same position
with regard to this.

THE CHAIRMAN : M. Duca’s proposal having been with-
drawn, we will proceed to the election of the members of the
Central Committee, commencing with the United Kingdom.

MRr. WoLrr: I move the re-election to the Central
Comimittee of Messrs. Maxwell and McInnes. I do not myself
wish to put up again for election. Three years ago I handed
in my resignation, but this time I desire to stand by it.

MR. J. C. GrRAY : I second the re-election of Mr. Maxwell

and Mr. Mclnnes, and propose that the vacancy caused by
the resignation of our Chairman be filled by the election of
Mr. Aneurin Williams. (Agreed.)
, M. V. SErwy (Belgium) : I think I shall be voicing the
sentiments not only of my colleagues on the Central Com-
mittee, but also those of all the members of this Congress,
in offering Mr. Wolff-the expression of our most hearty thanks
and sincere regrets.  Although I have only been on the Com-.
mittee myself since 1900, I have seen that as long as Mr,
Woltf has been our Chairman, he has always greatly assisted
the development of Co-operation.  He has at all times exerted
himself to bring the various countries into new and closer
relations with the Alliance, and I think that the present great
development of that organisation is not a little due to Mr.
Wolff's personal untiring efforts. I am therefore convinced
that I am your interpreter to-day, when I tell Mr. Wolff that
if he leaves us, his name will be recorded in letters of gold in
the book of Co-operation and that he will appear in its pages
as one of the pioneers of the International Co-operative
Alliance. (Prolonged applause.)

SioNorR Marr1 (Italy) : I should have wished to express
the same sentiments ; as the Belgian delegate has preceded
me | will merely associate myself with him in applauding
and thanking our President, Mr. Wolff.

M. pE Boyve (France) : I wished to spe:k in the name
of my colleagues, who had entrusted me with the task of -
thanking Mr. Wolff on behalf of the founders of the Alliance.
He it was who did most for the resurrection of the Alliance,
which, but for him, would certainly have died. That is why
I thank him for his invaluable services in the name of the
entire Alllance. (Renewed applause.)

THE CHAIRMAN : Germany.

HEerrR H. LorenNz: In accordance with the agreement
come to at the Budapest Congress, Germany has five seats
on the Central Committee. The following retire by rotation :
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Herr Kaufmann, Secretary of the Central Union of German
Distributive Societies ; Dr. Kusztelan, through death ; and
Herr Prével, who represents two credit societies. At the
present time Germany has eighty-cight members in the
Alliance. Of these no fewer than eighty-three are distribu-
~ tive societies while five are credit societies. These five credit
“societies were till now represented on the Central Committee
by three delegates. The representative of the Raiffeisen

nion is still on the Committee. You will see that under
these circumstances Germany is not fairly represented. It
is not right that eighty-three distributive societies should
have as few or as many representatives as one or two credit’
societies. We therefore propose that our friend Herr Kauf-
mann be re-elected. (Agreed.) We also propose for clection
the Chairman of the Central Union of German Distributive
Societies, Herr M. Radestock, and the well-known co-operator,
Herr von Elm. , :

No objections being raised to these proposals, Herr
Radestock and Herr von Elm were declared elected.

THE CHAIRMAN : Austria. There are two vacant seats
for this country, that of Herr Exner, who retires by rotation
. and is eligible for re-election, and of Prof. Dr. Stupecky,
who has recently died. :

HeErrR EXNER (Austria): 1 propose the election of Dr.
B. Karpeles. ,

This was agreed to by acclamation: also the re-election
of Herr Exner. :

THE CHAIRMAN : In the following countries the retiring
members are eligible for re-election : Belgium, M. Bertrand
(agreed) ; Denmark, Messrs. Blem and Hogsbro (agreed) ;
Spain, M. Salas Anton (agreed); France, Messrs. Barré and
Hélies (agreed) ; Italy, Signor Maffi (agreed); the Nether-
lands, M. Goedhart (agreed); Secrvia, M. Avramovitch
(agreed) ; - the United States, Mr. Nelson.

. MRr. J.C.GrAY: When our friend from Rouman... claimed
representation on the Central Committee, I expressed sym-
pathy with the claim. We have two representatives from
the United States of America on the Committee, Mr. Rhodes
and Mr. Nélson, the latter retiring this year by rotation.
They do not represent any great number of societies in the
States. It would meet the claims of justice, if-the United
States had one representative only, and we gave the other -
seat to Roumania. I therefore move that we elect M. Duca -
as-a member of the Central Committee in the place of Mr.

Nelson. (Applause.)

y This was agreed to, M. Duca expressing his gratification
in a few appropriate words.
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THE CHAIRMAN : Switzerland.

PROFOSSER DR. SCHAR : Seeing that 1 have left Switzer-
land and settled in Germany now, I cannot accept re-election
as a representative of Switzerland. I propose Dr. R. Kiindig
in my place. (Agreed.)

After a few announcements had been made, the Congress
adjourned for the day at 6 p.m.

FOURTH MEETING,
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25th

9 a.m.

Sl(‘..\'()R Luzzatti: I have requested M. de Boyvc, one
of the glorious founders and initiators of our Alliance, to take
the chair during the first part of to-day’s proceedings. I must
inform you that the Central Committee of the Alliance met
last night, and in the place of Mr. Wolff, who wishes to retire -
from the arena, it clected Mr. \Iaxwell President of the
Scottish Co-opcrativc Wholesale Society, as President of the
Alliance. As other duties prevented me yesterday from
being present at the sitting in which Mr. Wolff ¢xpressed his
intention of retiring, I beg the Congress to allow me to give
public expression here to my regret and the regret of Italian
Co-operation at the decision to retire which this glorious
veteran, who has led us to so many battles and so many
victories in the field of Co-operation, has taken. We hope
that after a period of rest he may return to the post and the
work in which he has done so much and fought so well for
the principle of Co-operation.

THE CHAIRMAN : The following telegram has been re-
ceived from Finland from Messrs. Laitila, Lavonius, Lindroos,
Sahlbom, Tanner, and Torwelainen ;: ** The friends of Inter-
national Co-operation in Finland send cordial greetings to
the Congress and wish it all success.” The Finnish Co-opera-
tive Society Pellervo, the Central Bank of Rural Credit
Societies, the Finnish Co-operative Wholesale Society, the
Central Common Purchase Society Hankkija, and the Butter
Exporting Society Valio, telegraph as follows : * \We have
the honour to offer our most sincere greetings to the Con-
gress. In the far North we follow the discussions of the
Congress with .the greatest interest and wish you all possible
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success in your work for the spread of the co-operative move-

‘ment. Long live International Co-operation.” The Nor-
wegian Co-operative Union telegraphs: “ Good luck.” The
Chairman of the Co-operative Union of Catalonia and the
Balearic Islands writes as follows : ‘‘ We send you our hearti-
est greetings, and although we cannot attend the Congress in
person, we are with you in spirit.”” . ‘* We, the co-operators
of Catalonia and the Balearic Islands,sincercly hope that the

- discussions will prove fruitful to the co-operative movement
and also instructive to us. Long live Co-operation and social
_emancipation.” , ’

' I have also to inform you that the Central Committee
at their meeting yesterday, had before them an invitation
from the Swiss Co-operative Unio.a of Distributive Socicties
to hold the next Congress of the Alliance at Basle, cither two
or threc years hence. We suggest that you accept this in-
vitation, leaving the Committee to decide whether the next
Congress be held two or three years hence. -

This was carried unanimously.

I now call on Mr. Maxwell, Chairman of the Scottish
Co-operative Wholesale Socicty, to introduce the second
question. ,

MR. MAXWELL then gave a resumé of his paper : o

" The Importance of Wholesale Co-operation.

THE subject of Wholesale Co-operation is such a large one
that the difficulty is where to begin, and the same difficulty
presents itself as to where to end.

In Scotland Retail Co-operation has been practised since
the middle of the eighteenth century ; indeed, we have onc
society still in existence which dates back to 1777. I refer
to the Victualling Society of Govan, near Glasgow. Societies
of this kind were numerous in the beginning and up to the
middle of the ninetecnth century. ‘

- Although the study of these early efforts would be most
interesting to the present day co-operator, still the societies
of that time had no cohesion or relationship to cach other,
each working in its own way.and in its own interests entirely.
- They all, however, followed the one plan of dividing what
profits they made on the capital invested, and as the working
classes of that period had little or no capital to invest, the
workers had small interest in or benefit from those early
societies. - '

*  The Rochdale plan of dividing profits upon purchases
gave new life and hope to the workers after the year 1844.,
Nearly all the old societies changed their methods after this
date, and by 1860 every town and village of any importance
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in Scotland had enthusiastically taken up the new idea,
which ensured that every purchaser shared equally in the
benefits of membership.

The capital in most of these societies was small, the
leaders were in many cases untrained and inexperienced, and
ctedit was too easily obtained, with the result that many of
the new organisations succumbed in the early stages and
before they were properly established. Many of the leading
men in these early days, although they lost their all in the
ventures, still held to their faith in the power of Co-operation.
Conferences were held in various centres, views expressed,
opinions exchanged, difficulties talked over, and comparisons
made of the various systems, while even at this early >riod
we find them comyplaining of the sharp practices of the iner-
chants, who supplied them with goods, by takmg advantage
of théir inexperience and lack of training.

In 1862 the English co-operators had determined to get
beyond these merchants, for they proposed to form a federated
organisation of their own, which step, they argued, would put
co-operators in an independent position, whereby they would
be able to dispense with the services of the merchants who
formerly supplied them, and whom they regarded as costly
intermediaries between the producer and consumer. This
important step was taken by the Lnglish co-operators in
1864, and was followed by the co-operators in Scotland in
1868. Dating from these years Co-operation has become
solidified in both countries. These federations of societies in
England and Scotland respectively are familiarly known as
the ** Wholesales,” and although in sentiment and purpose
they have everything in common yet they differ in some very
important points of administration and practice.

What hopes and prospects now open up to the co-operator
of to-day as compared with those of the pioneer period !
Formerly his efforts were local and his outlook was restricted,
while now his aims are world-wide and his aspirations are
universal. Every argument formerly used for the loyalty.
of the individual to his own society can now be brought for-
ward as a reason for the society’s loyalty to its own ‘* Whole-
sale.”’

I have stated that the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale
Society was established in 1868. At that time it had a mem-
bership of 57 retail societies, and the share capital amounted
to £1,040. The total business done for the first year was
£81,004. The progress of the society from the first has been
continuous and steady, although retail societies are not
uniformly loyal to the * Wholesale,”” some purchasing almost
all their requirements, while others do comparatively little.
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The following statement shows the progress of the
Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society since its start in
1868 as compared with last year, 1806 :—

Capital. Sales.
. . YA A Members.
1868 1,040 81,004 57
1 . 2,951.004 740082 282

Takmg the shares of retail societies as representing the
. membership of these societies the number of individual
~members at the end of 1906 was 365,907.

* During the first years of the socletys existence it is to
be noted that only gr oceries were dealt in. Afterwards
drapery was added, and later on a furniture, etc., department
“was established. The societies in' the federation quickly
followed the lead of the '‘ Wholesale,” and they in turn
- established corresponding departments to supply the wants
of their members.

In 1881 the Wholesale Society was becoming over-
‘whelmed with capital, the societies sending in all their surplus
“money and also allowmg their profits to accumulate. It
" therefore became necessary to.take steps to make this capital

rermtunerative, as sending it to the banks simply meant lending
it to our opponents. After due deliberation it was decide
to enter the'field of co-operative production, and a small
beginning was made with shirt-making, one of the worst paid
- and most down-trodden industries, as regards conditions of
labour, in the country. The Scottish Wholesale started with
a few workers. The hours of labour were 44 per week, good
wages were paid, and the work was carried on in light and
well ventilated rooms. This effort has been an unqualified
-success from the beginning and the industry now employs
" some hundreds of workers.

* Other productive ventures were started in rapxd succession
. till now the list comprises the following :—

Shirt-making. - .Clothing.

Boot and Shoe-makmg Printing, Lithography, and
Cabinet-making. Bookbinding.
Brush-making. ~ Preserves and Confections,
Tobacco. Pickles and Essence of
Drugs, etc. Coffee.

‘Tinware. Saddler%v

Mechanical and Electnc Tweed Weaving.

. Work. Building.

Soap-making. - Fish Cunng

Aerated Waters. Flour Milling.

Oatmeal Milling. Fruit- Growing.

Cartwright. Hosiery Knitting.
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This list scarcely exhausts the productive departments
of the society as many of the industries are sub-divided into
various branches, '

The total value of the goods produced in the society’s
froductive works now amounts to over £2,000,000 per annum,

t may be of interest to state that creameries have also been
established in Scotland and Ireland for the purpose of collect.-
ing milk in the various districts and making butter and
margarine.” -

The total number of workers employed by the society
is about 7,000. The wages paid last year (190¢) amounted
to nearly £400,000, and bonus was paid on wages to the sum
of £13,970. This subject of bonus on wages may require a
word of explanation. Since the year 1872 the profits of the
society have been shared with the employees, the workers
receiving the same rate per £ on wages paid as the retail
societies ‘receive as dividend on their purchases. Thus the
total net profits of the socicty last year were {280,434, which
sum was divided at the rate of 8d. per £ on purchases by
societies, and wages to employees. '

The management of the society is vested in twelve
directors, who are clected from and by the shareholders.
The directors are drawn from various societies in the federa-
tion, and are required to devote their whole time to the
administration of the society’s affairs; managers are
appointed for the various departments, and they in turn are
directly responsible to the Board.

The shareholders meet every three months, by delegation,
for the purpose of reviewing the policy of the directors and
considering the accounts of the society, the balance sheet
being submitted twice a year. : _

It will thus be seen that the constitution of the society
is democratic in every sense. The shareholders elect from
themselves those who are to control and administer the busi-
ness, and they can also remove them when they think fit.

A word might be said on the financing of this great
business. The capital of the society is made up as follows :—

. 4
Share Capital paid in by retail societies amountsto ... 364,300 v
(which represents £1 per individual member of the retail
societies). :

Loan Capital from retail societies ... 1,811,128 -

” " ” noﬂ‘memw' .o ls.m

" »» private individuals, members of retail .

. societies . - 102,313

" »» employees 10,808
Reserve Fund . 242,772

Insurance Funds .. 190.930
Other small funds make up the total.
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We have thus a surplus capital not required in the
husiness, from which we grant loans to retail socicties on
security of their buildings. The sum presently advanced in
this form amounts to £37,420. To Corporations and other

ublic bodies we have advanced sums to the amount of
£1,213,462 on the security of the public rates. These loans
give us a fair return in the form of interest, and the sums
advanced to public bodies are granted on short notice of with-
drawal, so that the money can be called up if business necessity
requires.

It will be gathered from the foregoing that we can utilise
fairly profitably all the surplus capital that may be sent from
retail societies, although the ultimate utilisation of this mones-
wéll, I trust, be in the direction of extending our productive
efforts.

~ This paper would be far from complete if I did not refer
to the close and successful working connection between the
English and Scottish Wholesale Societies. The English
Wholesale Society does a business of about £21,000,000 per
annum, and is d@dministered much on the same lines as the
Scottish Wholesale. In England, however, they have a
ropulation of about thirty-two millions to work on, while. we
in Scotland have only about a seventh of that number, namely
4} millions. As already indicated the two societies arc entirely
separate institutions, although they conduct many cfforts
jointly and in the common interests of both. Early in the
history of the English Wholesale Society they planted collect-
ing branches in various parts of the world, and the Scottish
. Whole: ale at once joined with them for the purpose of getting
their supplies direct from the producer. Thus we procure
our American produce jointly through the New York and
Montrea] branches, while recently we have established a
buying depot at Winnipeg, Canada, with the view of procuring
wheat for our flour mills at first hand. The same joint
arrangement holds good in the case of everal branches and
depots in Denmark and Sweden for the purchase of butter, etc.
We also take joint action in Australia, and in fruit buying in
Greece and Spain. Some of our factories are also worked
conjointly, and last, but not least, we are united in the business
of tea buying and blending in London, where an enormous
trade is done in tea and coffee, and also, at Luton, in cocoa
and chocolate. - The two societies own tea gardens in Ceylon,
from which direct shipments are made to London. Our
united efforts in this direction have been most successful
financially, and the greatest harmony and goodwill has always
prevailed in our united councils. ‘
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This is but a beginning, and is only an indication of what
might be accomplished. If every country in Europe had its
Co-operative Wholesale Society, would it not be possible for
all to combine, exchanging the products of the various coun.
tries, and thus make the movement a world-wide federation ?
What has been donc in England and Scotland might be
extended over the globe, and, through the agency of the
International Co-operative Alliance it is, I think, possible
that the idea might be carried into practice in a comparatively
short time, : E

The advantages of Wholesale Co-operation must be
apparent to all who understand the aims and objects of the
movement.*: The retail societies, instead of buying separately,
as formerly, and thus largely competing with each other, are
now practically independent of the trader, who naturally
has no desire that Co-operation should expand or develop.
The societies can now purchase unitedly through the agency
of their own *“ Wholesale,” the capital at its command ensur.
ing that the bhest terms will always be secured.  Further, the
goods or articles bought or manufactured by the ** Whole-
sale " are specially selected or made to meet the wants of
co-operators, the requirements of the retail socicty being
better known to the Wholesale Society buyers than they can
possibly be in the case of an outside firm, while the orders
for the various classes of goods given at a time or to be sent
in one consignment, being much larger than the ordinary
trader can place, puts the society in a unique position in all
the markets of the world as regards terms of purchase.

A duty which the Wholesale Socicty also takes up is
the nursing back to healthy and strong positions any weak
and struggling societies in the federation. Every help and
assistance is given in these cases to put such socicties on a
firm and secure footing. .

. Another important point is that all the goods manu.
factured by the Whol&saﬁ:O Society are made under the best
conditions for the workers, as regards wages, hours, and
general surroundings. This gives, or ought to give, the
consumer a fekling of satisfaction and pride in the movement
through the knowledge that all his requirements are produced

- under the very best possible conditions of labour, while it

‘also tends to point the way and act as a standard in this
respect for other employers. :

It may be of interest to note that our great distributive
business of £7,000,000 per annym i transacted on the small
working expense of 5£cel. per £ oft sai-<, and the total loss by
bad debts sincé the beginning of the business in 1868 only
amounts to about 2d. per £100 of sales.
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. Thus \Vho]uale Co-operation in England and Scotland
has been an unqualified success.. The same results, I feel
certain, would follow similar efforts in any other country,
and ultxmately in all the countries working together mutually
and unitedly for one purpose. Should such a consummation
ever be realised, as I trust and believe it will, the exchange
of commodities, the working together of men for the good
of their tellows will sound the death knell of international
misunderstandings and disputes ; war, with all its attendant
miseries, will be abolished, and men ‘will rid themselves of
national prejudices and jealousies, and all will work together
for the good of a common humanity.

{For full statistics respecting the Scottish Co-operative
Wholesale Society, see the conspectus of data concermng all
known Wholesale Societies in the Appendix.)

L . .

His Excellency L. Luzzatti: 1 thank Mr. Maxwell for
the advice he has given us in his paper and 1 hope Italy will
profit by it.  The town of Milan has alrcady done something
in this direction. 1 promise that after this Congress, I will
come to an understanding with my friends to try and start a
Wholesale Socicty in Italy, on the model of the English and
Scottish Societies.

MR. MAXWELL : I want to thank, very sincerely, H. E. L.
Luzzatti, not only for the kind words about myself, but for -
the very hearty promise he has given that the Congress will
lead up to practical results in Wholesale Co-operation. - What.
ever clse may conmwe out of this Congress, no one would be
happier than the British delegates, if it should result in the

establishment of another Wholesale Society that may live to
rival even those already in existence.

Herr H. Lorenz: I do not, of course, wish to take
exception to anything contained in the excellent paper we
have before us, or in the summary which Mr. Maxwell has so
ably given us ; we approve of it in its entirety. But we have
thought it necessary to express ourselves a little more clearly
on one or two points, and I therefore beg to propose the
following resolution :—

() That in the interest of all forms of Coooperatlon it
is in the highest degree desirable that there should be a
Co-operative Wholesale Society in every country, in which
co-operative business and ‘co- -operative production may be
centralised ; and therefore it is ‘the duty of the co-operative
distributive organisations of every country to organise the
formation of Wholesale Societies.
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(b) That it is not admissible that two Wholesale Societies
should exist in one country, whereby the concentration and
the development of co-operative strength would not be
assisted but hindered ; but the existing distributive societies -
should be stimulated as much as possible to give to their
Wholesale Society every support, so as to enable it to put
forth its full strength.

(¢) That it is desirable for the Wholesale Socicties of
the various countries to support mutual connection together,
so0 as by degrees to unite and thereby strengthen co-operative
business throughout the world.

I consider this motion a necessary one, more especially
because we in Germany unfortunately only think of commerce
when we usc the expression ‘' co-operative business "’ and
also because we consider there is a flaw in the rusolution, in
which production is nof mentioned. But that can only be
a misunderstanding. Undoubtedly the writer of the paper
meant to include production ; that is really a matter of course,
since the English Wholesale, and still more the Scottish,
have done such typically good work in the matter of pro-
duction. - We, however, think that this should also have been
expressed in the resolution. It appears to us that the impor-
tant question of co-operative production should be specially
dealt with at the International Congress. In his printed

per Mr. Maxwell says that as far as the Scottish Co-operative

olesale Society is concerned, it launched out into productive
departments when: its available funds had accumulated to
such an extent that employment had to be found for them
and that it was therefore this reason which led the Scottish
Society to go in for production. From that it might appeat
—and I say ‘‘ appear "’ although as a matter of fact no one
would assert to-day that the field of production should be
entered into for such a reason—that wholesale societies should
not go in for productive departments until there are surplus
funds .requiring employment. We are of opinion that it is
the duty of wholesale societies in every country to take up
the question of production ; we also think that if wholesale
societies look upon production as their duty, they will not
wait to go in for it till surplus funds have accumulated, but
will introduce it as part of their fundamental preconcerted
programme, that is, as soon as there is justification for such
departments, And such production may be considered
justified in the first place, wﬁen there is a call for the produce
to be;gurn-d out, and in the second place—or perhaps this
should:po:.. equal with the first—when the necessary capital
is obtinable, and obtainable " from co-operative ~sources.
So we may say that the question of productive departments



. 136

should be tackled when the retail societies have been invited
and induced to invest their surplus funds, not in State or
municipal institutions, but in their own Wholesale Society,
so that such-funds may be utilised in a fructifying manner m
the supply of their own reqyirements. en, therefore,
such justification exists, we arex)pinion that the Co-operative
Wholesale Societies should proceed to the introdaction of
productive departments. By these we naturally mean pro-
duction on a large scale. There will, of course, be a large
number of articles which to some extent can be, and ought
to be, locally produced ; but what we are thinking of is whole-
sale production, such as already exists in England and Scot-.
land. For in the present position of modern technical
matters, we can no longer begin with small factories. Now-
a-days we have to start at once with a modern factory,
furnished with the most up-to-date equipment, if we wish to
ensure profitable working. 1f you look upon the matter in
this light, you will soon see that the focussing centre of such

roduction can, and must only be the existing Co-operative
Vholesale Society in any country. For this reason I propose
that the question of productive departments be included in
the resolution. -

I have added a clause to the resolution, calling on the
distributive societies in each country to unite and form
Wholesale Societies. Although the resolution only goes as
far as to say that it is desirable for wholesale societies to be
formed, in my opinion one might go further and add that
individual societies in each country should consider it neces-
sary, nay more, their duty, to form and further such organisa-
tions. In this I am in full agreement with His Excellency
L. Luzzatti, when he said that a Congress should not consist
of empty words. We do.not want empty words, but we wish
to draft a resolution so precise and clear that the co-operative
societies of the various countries may and must regulate their
action by it. The necessity for it may be seen, without
further words from me, in the written explanation given b
the writer of the pajxer himself : not all countries are as w
endowed as Scotland and Enileand. In many countries there
is much spade-work still to be done before the organisation
of wholesale purchase is what it should be. We should,
therefore, like to impose on retail societies the duty of support-
ing such efiorts, and I beg you to vote in favour of this resolu-
tion, which is merely an enlargement of that bro%ight forward
by the writer of the paper.

Dr. ToToMianz (Russia) : I speak here as representative
of the Co-operative Wholesale Society at Moscow which is a
federation of nearly 200 retail societies. Mr. Maxwell has
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just spoken of international co-operative solidarity. I there-
fore hope that the English, Scottish, and German Wholesale
Societies will help the Russian Wholesale with credit. The
Moscow Wholesale is ready to obtain goods from them, but
the German Wholesale in Hamburg will not concur in this,
That does not agree with the resolution passed in Budapest,
by which the strong Co-operative Wholesale Socicties were
invited to help the weak ones in backward countries. I
think the time has now come to carry this resolution into
effect in a practical manner. _

' THE CHAIRMAN : As time is getting on, I propose to the
Congress that the speeches be now limited to five minutes
each. (Protests.)

M. MaBiLLEAU : Difficulties arose yesterday on a question
of procedure. It is understood that each delegate may vote
on bechalf of a certain number of societies, which have not
sent their own representatives. I can understand that one
may use these proxies when voting on resolutions arising out
of papers read, but when it comes to a question of the internal
organisation of the Congress, it is not right that persons using
the votes of absent socictics- should thereby impose silence
on those who have put themselves to some trouble to come
here and lay their ideas before you. (Hear, hear.)

His Excellency L. Luzzatri: What you request may
be fair and reasonable, but the rules of the Alliance do not

rmit it. These rules must be respected until they have
_been revised. It is possible for us all to agree by saying little,
but that little well. One can say much that is valuable in
a few well-chosen words. I beg my friend, M. Mabilleau, to
‘abide by the rules. .

M. MasiLLEAU : I can but submit to your ruling.

S1GNOR PONTI : In view of the conditions of the Congress
and of the request made by our Chairmin, I shall be very
brief : 1 shall not even take up the regulation five minutes.
I am compelled to speak so as to make a correction, and say
-a few explanatory words with reference to Mr. Maxwell’s
report. Nothing much has been done in Italy to promote
. Wholesale  Co-operation, but it is my duty to say that a

fsociei?' exists in Milan for collective purchases, founded by

- the Humanitarian Society of Milan. ‘

AN INTERRUPTION : But it has gone bankrupt.

S1IGNOR §oNTI: During two years this society has been

- able to supply nearly 200 co-operative stores. The financial -

-results have not been such as we could wish. The figures are
very small, but from the point of view of propaganda it has
been of great value, as also from the point of view of the
dissemination of co-operative principles, ‘as it' has made it
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possible for co-operative societies to arise where the need
for them was most felt, and where Co-operation was still
quite unknown.

Having made this statement, I note with great satisfac-
tion the pledge which the Hon. L. Luzzatti has given to Mr.
Maxwell and to the Congress to take steps, at the conclusion
of this Congress, to ensure for Wholesale Co-operation in
Italy that development which it cannot fail to attain when
the several co-operative societies have once come to a mutual
agreement. In Italy therc are some giant co-operative
societies ; in Milan we have the Co-opérative Union, the
Railway Workers’ Co-operative Society, and others
which do a total annual business of 14 million lire.* At
Turin there is the * Turin Co-operative Alliance,” which does -
‘business to a value of six million lire ; in Rome the Military
Union does eight millions of business, and the Civil Servants
Co-operative Stores does two millions worth. Thus a colossal
amount of business could be put together at once, sufficient
to keep a Co-operative Wholesale Society going. Let us
therefore take to heart the warning contained in Mr. Max-
well’s report in which he has excluded Italy from the list of
nations which boast Wholesale Co-operative Societies, and
let us create onec.

‘I hope that the principal co-operative societies will follow
the examgle set by their foreign compeers and contribute
towards the formation of this Wholesale Society, for if it has
not the help of these great societies it will hardly prosper.
We address heartfelt prayers and wishes to our Italian friends
that they may make it possible for the Italian Wholesale
Co-operative Society to take its position alongside the-
giants of Co-operation at the next International Congress.

~ In conclusion, allow me to express my satisfaction at
the formation of these commercial relations between different
countries ; we shall thus attain in a practical and efficacious
manner that social peace to which Co-operation aspires.

SiGNoR BurroLr: 1 only wish the representatives of
foreign Co-operation to know the chief difficulties which have
hitherto prevented the formation in Italy of a great Wholesale
Co-operative Society. I represent a society which has always
looked up to English Co-operation as its master. Mr. Gray
knows how often we trouble him for information, suggestions,
&c. Ttaly has hitherto been unable to organise a Wholesale
owing, in the first place, to her geographical conditions, and
secondly, because we do not make use of tinned goods as they
do in England. Ip our different provinces we consume.
almost exclusively the products of those provinces. The

ey
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Italian Co-operative Associations might open factories of
macaroni for instance, in Naples, of oil, and so on; but a
real Wholesale Society, as understood in England, is not
Bossible in Italy. Germany has her great Wholesale estab-
ishment at Hamburg which receives all the goods coming
from over seas, and distributes them throughout the interior,
In_Italy sinilar conditions do not prevail. - I do not wish it
to be supposed that these questions have not been studied :
we have been prevented from carrying out such a scheme by
the nature of the goods which we consume.

Dr. H. MuLLER : ] have the honour to propose to this
- Congress, in the name of the Swiss delegates, *“ That the
. International Co-&;)erative Congress in Cremona suggests to
the Co-operative Wholesale Societies in the different countries
that they form a committee to study the question of inter-
national joint buying and to take the necessary steps to put
existing Wholesale Socicties in the way of such joint pur-
chasing.”

In view of the fact that our economic life is constantly.
becoming more international, that in the exchange of com.
modities, in trade and commerce, the tendency is continually
towards centralisation, and that the Wholesale Co-opcrative
Societies are now also obliged to purchase a large number of
important articles in the world-market, it appears to us, taking
this economic development into considecration, that the time

- has come to see whether it be not opportune to study the
question of wholesale purchaseonaninternational basis bymeans
. of unions for wholesale purchase. You are well aware that
monopolies have been formed against the consumers as regards
a Jarge number of articles, that large trusts have been formed
with the object of dictating prices to the consumers in the
various countries, with the result that the consumer’s interests
may be, and in fact, have already been considerably affected.
You will also have noticed, that these large trusts are attempt-
ing to form an o:ganisation, the aim of which is to reach down
to the ultimate consumer himself and thereby to supersede
the distributive co-operative organisations. In this connec-
tion, I would specially draw your attention to the petroleum
trust. This. trust has systematically been working at the
"creation of sale centres in all countries, controlled by itself,
- in order to completely bar out all competition, and in this
-way prevent the consumer from having any choice but to
pay the price which the trust dictates. If we do not want
to run the risk of having a number of other articles similarly
' monopolised to the consumer’s disadvantage, we must face
the position and do all we can to obviate it. We must try
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and find out the most efficient means of combating the under-
mining action of these * cartells ”” on our national economy,
and how we may replace the capitalistic interests of the trusts
by that of the general public in all countries. I do not
conceal from myself the fact that it will not be an easy task
to solve this problem quickly and in a practical manner, but
in iy opinion, we shall have already made a good start if
the various Wholesale Societies were to come into closer
touch with one another and arrive at some understanding
among themselves. At present all the Co-operative Whole-
sale Societies are working without any close contact with each
other. It seems to us to be nothing but an extension, a
natural sequence gf the co-operative principle, if we were also
to organise wholesale purchase internationally, in the same
way as we have already organised it in the different councries,
and as the purchasing power of the individual consumer has
been organised locally by means of the retail stores.  The
short time at my disposal prevents me from going furiher into
the argument in favour of my suggestion and I thercfore con-
fine myself now to expressing a hope that you will pass this
resolution, and thereby stimulate the various Co-operative
Wholesale Societies to take the preliminary practical steps
in the direction I have pointed out. (Applause.)

THE CHAIRMAN : I propose to close the discussion after
we have heard the two other speakers still on the list.

HEerr A. Von ELy (Germany): W~ have iust been-
" informed that there are still two speakers’ who have given
in their names and that after these two have spoken, the
- discussion is to end. I think that the Congress, and not the
Chairman, should decide on the closure of the debate. It
may be that these two speakers will bring forward points,
which will necessitate a reply from others. The Chairman
should take a vote on the question of closing the discussion
" and the Congress should decide.

“THE CHAIRMAN : You did not understand me. I asked
the Congress to decide the matter. ,

: ‘HeErrR VoN ErM: That is how yesterday's misunder-

standing -arose. We German delegates never vote for the
* closure of the list of speakers, because that is not customary
in our country, but we certainly do vote in case of need for
the immediate close of the discussion.

S1GNOR LuzzaTri: Article 12 of our Rules states that
the decision of 3h« (‘hairman on points of order is final, and
I ask that it be enforced. If the Chairman does not use
his authority wisely you can give him a vote. of censure.
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Herr H. Lorenz (Germany): We are convinced that
it is right that the Chairman’s ruling on a point of order
should be final. We Germans submit to this, (Applausc.)

SiGNOoR Luzzarri: We thank our German colleagues
and hope their example will be followed by others.

MR. D. McINNEs : 1 want to make particularly clear to
the British delegates the meaning of Dr. Miiller's re;olution,
Now I am seconding this motion, realising that I have behind
me solidly the sentiment of the directors and of the con.
stituency forming the English Co-operative Wholesale Society.
Our relations with the Scottish Wholesale Society, so far as
joint buying is concerned, have been of the happiest possible.
character—(hear, hear)—and 1 am hoping that there may
eventuate, from the establishment of the committee proposed
in the resolution, more joint buying. We are sanguine of
having greater results. Now I want this idea of joint buying
to be carried out still further, and I am prepared to work for
it. I want the Congress to know and to fully understand
that the proposal commends itsclf to the sentiment and the
practice of the English co-operators, and 1 am quite sure
that Mr. Maxwell will bear me out, when 1 say that the same
observation applies to the Scottish Wholesale Society also.
Dr. Miiller has referred to the existence of certain syndicates.
If time permitted ] should refer to others which have the
‘working classes just as much within their grip, as has the one
he has mentioned. 1 second the resolution, because the
proposal if carried out, will promote the solidarity of the.
industrial classes and bring about greater fraternity. (Cheers.)

SicNOoR Ropino: 1 propose a-resolution in conformity
with the suggestions made by the reader of the paper. As
I have not seen his conclusions, I have drawn up the following
resolution to save time :— '

‘“ This Congress, considering that retail co-operative
stores are often enslaved to the wholesale trade, and
forced to submit to a ruinous competition, considering
that the remedy to this drawback would be the existence
in each country of a Wholesal¢ Co-operative Society on
the pattern of the great federated organisations of
England and Scotland, expresses the hope that the
International Co-operative Alliance will promote the
institution of such Wholesale Societies, in view of the
ultimate exchange of products by means of a great
International Federation.”

'S1GNOR LuzzatTi : 1 request our friend Rodino to with. .
draw his resolution. :
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SieNor Ropino : I will do so if there is another similar
one before the Congress. :
SiGNoR: Luzzatti ¢ I think Herr Miiller's resolution. in.
cludes the substance of Signor Rodino’s. Herr Miiller pro-

poses to the assembly a great idea : that of opposing to the
great ‘‘ trusts,”” to the Rockfellers of the world, a world-wide

co-operative alliance which will in the long run become so
powerful as to defeat the * trusts.”

SigNorR Ropixo : Then I withdraw my resolution.

MRr. MAXwELL : 1 am very grateful to you friends from
all parts of Europe, who have so kindly received the paper
put before you this morning, and for the very kind remarks
of His Excellency Signor Luzzatti. But the discussion will
be worth nothing without some practical outcome, and
Signor Luzzatti, with his splendid initiative, says that before
we part to-night we may possibly see the foundation of a
Wholesale Society for Italy. (Applause.! Now that is
something ; and every nation, I am quite sure, will follow in
the wake of Italy. 1 accept, with gratitude, the suggestions
from Dr. Miiller. Thank goodness there is no controversy
in this matter. We can unite in building up institutions
which will be for the good of all humanity.

THE CHAIRMAN : We will now vote on the amended
resolution brought forward by Herr Lorenz.

The resolution was passed unanimously, as was also that
of Dr. Miiller.
Tue Cnairkmax @ Who will appomnt the Committee ?

M. SErwy: 1 propose that cach Wholesale Society
appoint one delegate. ‘

SigNor Luzzatri: The Wholesale Societies of cach
country will appoint their delegates to this international
committee which makes it imperative on us Halians to con-
stitute a Wholesale. (Cheers.)

M. P. Boxcour: 1 beg you to allow me two minutes
to lay before the Congress, on behalf of the Minister of Labour,
whom I have the honour to represent here, an excuse and an
explanation. The excuse refers to the fact that the first
general sfatistical review of Co-operation in France, which
we jromised to lay before the members of this Congress, could
not be distributed among you sooner. It was due to an error
in the address on the parcel of printed matter.

No one will gainsay me when I tell you that hitherto
no statistics could have been drawn up. The federal organisa-
tions prepare such statistics, but they confine themselves to
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giving the number of their constituent societies, without
even quoting the number of their individual members or the
total amount of business done. The Central Union of People’s
Banks has also drawn up a set of statistics, but it does not
command the ‘necessary investigating powers to enable it to
carry them to a conclusion. One of the first acts of the
Minister of Labour, after the constitution of his office, was
to take advantage of the new cohesion, which the concentra-
tion of the various branches under his Department afforded
him, to send out a circular to the Prefects, asking them to
collect the necessary information.  And the Minister did not
content himself with the replies furnished by the Prefects.
He called upon the associations with knowledge of this subject
to check the exactness f the information supplied. I do
not wish to say from this that the statistics contain no errors,
but I think I may say that it is as exact a statement as possible
of the existing condition of the co-operative movement in
my country.

As for the statistics themselves, there is no occasion
for mie to go into them now ; you will read them for yourselves
and I need therefore only present them' to you now.

Tue Choamyax:  We now pass on to  the third
question on our programme, and 1 call on M. Bertrand,
Chairman of the Federation of Belgian Socialist Co-operative
Socicties, to read his opening paper.

M. BERTRAND then gave a summary of the following
paper —- : :

What can Co-operation do to help Working Men
and Small Cultivators in their Daily Life?

THE question which, according to the programme of the
Congress, I am asked to deal with is this : what services can
Co-operation render to the working classes in their daily life ?
The first answer that this question is likely to suggest i one
explaining the great and undoubted advantages which co-
operative distribution ensures to those who practise it. The
immediate benefit in such case, of course, is that of placing
the articles required for daily use at the disposal of all who
buy them at a lower cost than that which obtains in ordinary
retail dealing. However, such benefit does not by any means
fully meet our point, because there are other methods
besides that of Co-operation open to associated customers,
to secure them cheaper prices than those of the retail market.
They may, for instance, by reason of their large custom,
obtain from dealers a rebate fixed by agreement upon current

rates.
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The mere argument of cheapness does not, accordingly,
supply an answer to our question. We have to go a little
further afield and look at Co-operation as a whole, and inquire
what ulterior benefits it is in a position to yicld. If we would
arrive at a satisfactory conclusion we shall, I think, have to
take the present entire organisation of <oc1oty into considera-
tion and start from the point that.that organisation is defective,
but that it may be improved and transformed in such a
manner as will insure the gradual removal of material misery
and of the exploitation of workers and consumers alike for

private profit.

We shall therefore have to take this as our starting point :
* that the main object of Co-operation is to transform the
present organisation of commerce and production by sub-
stituting for the system now in force, which is'based upon the
pursuit of individual gain—the getting of money by one man
out of others—an organisation of commerce and industry
which by suppressing the middleman promises to supply
consumers with all that they want to buy at the mere price
of the cost of production, securing to the producers at the
same time a full return for their labour.

In my opinion the co-operative system can do very much
to assist in such work of social transformation, securing at the
same time immediate benefits, even to the very poorest among
the working classes, and providing them with the means for
raising themselves both materially and morally.

In the majority of countries we shall have to admit that,
generally speaking, 1t is only the ¢lite of the working classes,
the well-paid artisans, who are members of co-operative
societics. The poorest of the class are left outside, notwith.
standing that it is just to them, with their very restricted
income, that Co-operation was intended to sccure, from a
material point of view, relatively the greatest benefit.

It is otherwise in Belgxum. In that country the majority
of persons actually members of co-operative organisations
consists of very poor working men, men in reccipt of very
paltry wages. But already co- o;wratwe organisation has
shown how much it can achieve by contributing to the improve-
ment of the position alxke material, intellectual and moral,
of these men.

I naturally expect to be asked : how have people set to
work to bring about such results > What has been done to
attract the very poorest of our working classes into co-opera-
tive societies? To fix them there? That is what I now
propose to explain in a few words. -
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. In the earliest stages of co-operative development in
Belgium, Belgian co-operative societies, like those of other
countries, made it their custom to ask incoming members to
pay a substantial contribution into their working fund, by
fixing the value of shares very high, at the very least at from
50 to 100 francs ({2 to £4). That meant that quite exag-
gerated importance was attributed to capital, as a profit
producing element.  Part of the overplus resulting from the
trade engaged in was, in accordance with this idea, invariably
assigned to capital, the other part going to custom.

This was not all. For in addition, as if advisedly to add
a further obstacle for keeping out new members, such were
made to pay an entrance fee proportioned to the amount of
reserve fund already stored up, which meant a heavy tax
upon incomers. The natural consequence of all this was that
the number of members remained stationary, and that there
was no progress or extension.

The radical mistake which lay at the bottom of such
false policy, in those carliest co-operative societies, has already
been pointed out.  The organisers looked only to capital as a
source of strength and overlooked entirely another, far more
important clement, which is the growth of trade.

In truth it is much less capital—such as societics, having
it, are not always in a position uscfully to employ—which
ensures success, than large sales, an ever increasing turnover.

The early system was so contrived as to make it appear
that capital was the one thing wanted, and that instead of
increased sales being desirable, they ought to be carefully
guarded against. For outsiders desiring to come in to the
societies were, as if purposely, kept out by the tax levied upon
them in the shape of a proportionate share in the realised
funds accumulated by those who had preceded them, whereas
in truth additional custom was of far greater value to the
society than the few hundreds of francs to be obtained for its
funds from the pockets of incoming members.

To this faulty system of Co-operation the modern school
of Belgian Co-operation opposed a totally different one, which
is that of ** the open door;”’—the door kept wide open for all.

Money at starting had in truth little to do with the
success achieved. The Voorust of Ghent, now famous for its
prosperity, began with a poor loan for 2,000 francs (£80)
which the organised society of weavers advanced to it. The
Masson du Peuple of Brussels made its founder-members
take up shares of only 10 francs (8s.). And only very few
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months after, the value of the share was advisedly reduced to
only 2 francs (1s. 8d.), in order that membership might be
made casy for those to whom the payment of 10 francs might
have constituted a tax. At the present time the value of the
<hare is once more fixed at 10 francs.  However, all that an
incoming member is actually required to pay is the value of
the book of rules, that is, 4d. Such trifling payment ensures
to him at once all the rights of membership, with every one
of its benefits, including the right to have dividend allotted
to him corresponding to the amount of his purchases. And
it is out of such dividend accruing that, in four or five instal-
ments, which take nothing out of his pocket, he pays the
value of his share.

At Jolimont the share still stands at only 2 francs.

The introduction of this system of the ** widely open
door,” of the abolition of progressive entrance feer, had a
marked effect upon the development of the movement.
There was from that time forward very rapid progress and
growth. At Ghent the hundred or so members who started
the Vooruit, have since grown to 10,000. At Brussels the
70 who started the Maison du Peuple have become 20,000.
And so on. And this system has more particularly brought
great benefit to the very poorest class of our working folk,
those to whom a saving of five or six centimes (about §d.)
on the 2 lbs. of bread which they buy represents a very much
greater relative gain than a more substantial economy does
to the better-paid artisan.  These men have come in in shoals
and it is the result of attracting them which mainly accounts
for the marked success of modern socialist Co-operation in
Belgium.

I1.

Now let us for a moment inquire how our Belgian co-
operative organisation deals with the matter of sale, the
fixing of prices and the apportioning of profits.

When the bakeries of the Voorust of Ghent and of the
Maison du Peuple of Brussels were first formed, that is,
about a quarter of a century ago, bread was very dear. The
kilogram (about 2! 1bs.) then sold for 40 to 42 centimes (4d.),
and the bakers drew a profit of at’least 10 centimes (1d.) per
21b. loaf. OQur practice is to have bread paid for in tokens,
which are sold to members in advance. As long as it was at
all possible, the price of the token, standing for 2 Ibs. of bread,
was deliberately kept up at its old high rate. That meant
that at the end of each half-year there was a substantial
overplus standing to each member’s credit. That overplus
or dividend was dealt out to him, however, not in money, but
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once more in tokens, which enabled him to obtain the bread
that he wanted during about two months following without
putting his hand into his pocRet.

However, this system of heavy payments and corres-
% ndingly substantial dividends could not be kept up long.

e bakeries set up to compete with the co-operators, took to
lowering the selling price of bread with a view to securing
trade. As a matter of necessity co-operative societies had
to follow suit.

Nevertheless a few societies held out, and continue to do
so even now, keeping the value of the bread-token at from
three to five centimes above the ordinary selling price. They
are enabled to do so by guaranteeing from the outset a fixed
I nus return, so that, in point of fact, the buyer wittingly
includes in hw purchase pnce what he knows to be a small
weekly deposit to his savings account.

“ Dividend,” by the way, is still paid only in the shape
of tokens, which once more secure members the benefit that
during a portion of a year they can buy their bread seemingly
for nothing, for it is paid for in advance—unless, indeed, they
employ the tokens received for the purchase of other goods
which comes to the same thing.

Generally speaking it may be laid down that as time goes
on the old practice of keeping up a high price for bread dies
out more and more, and the co-operative selling price bécomes
more and more gcncrally assimilated to that of the market.
There is no help for this, because the poorer among the work-
ing classes prefer parting with less money—of which they
have only little—to that of laying up savings; and the com-
peting bakeries encourage them in this disposition.

So much for our dealing with bread. But what has been
said with respect of bread applies every bit of it also, in
precisely the same way, to the sale of other commudities:
groceries, butter, butcher’s meat, clothing, boots and shoes,
and so on.

It may, then, be said that at the present time Belgian
co-operative societies dispose of all their goods at current
market rates, which still leaves them enough over to
allow their members a dividend ranging from 12 to 20
per cent. on their purchases, without counting the money
retained for provident and other purposes still to be spoken of.

But now arises the question: how is such overplus
apportioned ?

Share capital receives nothing out of it. And that may be
taken to account for the fact that only very few members
hold more than one share each in their own particular
society. But that does not mean that saving and laying by
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is not encouraged. Every socicty has its own deposit depart-
ment into which members are free to pay what deposits they
like, receiving for the same, according to the district, interest
at the rate of from 4 to b per cent. ‘

But “ dividend " gocs entirely to custom, in exact pro-
portion to the value of goods purchased by each member at
the store. On groceries and articles of clothing it amounts
as a rule to 6 per cent., on butcher’s meat and similar articles
to 3 or 4 per cent. only. On bread it varies according to the
price paid by the society for its flour—except when, as has
already been shown, it is fixed at a certain rate and guaranteed

in advance.

111.

However, wishing to attract and favour the poorest
among the working classes, Belgian co-operators do not stop
only at making admission easy, giving to new members with-
out any call upon their pockets full rights of co-partnership
in their existing establishments, the value of some of which
stands at millions of francs, and providing them with good
food and other articles of daily use. They distinctly aim at
securing for them additional benefits also. When, about a
quarter of a century ago, those of our co-operative societies
were formed, which have now grown to be large undertakings,
there were very few working men indeed who belonged to
provident or friendly societies such as secure to their members
in case of illness the services of a doctor, the provision of
medicine, and sick pay. For by far the largest number of
Belgian working men falling sick, charitable provision and
the mercies of poor relief represented all assistance available,
That was degrading, and meant that the working man must
m;cessarily lose self-respect by becoming a beggar for medical
relief.

Our co-operative socicties have from the outset studiced
to remedy this statc of things by providing medical and
pharmaceutical benefits for all who may require such. For
such benefits the member’s wife and children may qualify
themselves together with their bread winner. It means a
payment of five centimes (§d.) per week for cach member,
which secures them all that they can want. In return for
such payment the member and his wife and children have in
case of sickness a right to the services of what is now their own
medical man, and to the medicines and surgical appliances
required. "Apart from this, wherever it is the head of a family
who beconies disabled by illness, and cannot earn his wages,
_the society delivers to his house seven loaves of bread of one
‘kilogram (21 1bs.) each per week, free of charge.
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To show the actual importance of this institution to
Belgian working men, it will be sufficient to quote the figures
representing the benefits accorded, under this head, every
year in the Masson du Peuple of Brussels alone. That socxety
pays annually nearly 70,000 francs (£2,800) for medical advice,
medicine, surgical apphances and the like, in addition to
about 30000 francs (£1,200) which representq the value of
free bread delivered to sick members and some other extra
benefits, ,

Morcover, several Belgian co-operative societies have
some time ago instituted old age pensions for their aged
members, according to a scale the rate of which varies in
proportlon to the length of the member's membership, and
also to his dealings at his store. It was the Vooruit of Ghent
which set the example, introducing such old age pension
service on 1st May, 1897. The qualifications for a pension
are: at least sixty ycars of age, active membership in some
co-operative society or other during at least twenty ycars ;
and lastly, past dealing at the co-operative store, not counting
bread, to the extent of at least 150 francs (£6) a year, which
means, that the man must have laid out at least 3 000 francs
(£120), apart from bread, at the co-operative store.  For bread
does not count in this reckoning.  The minimum pension
allowed is 120 francs (£4 16s.) per annum, and it is paid in
tokens for purchases. If the pensioner’s purchasvs at the store
amounted to more than £6 per annum, he is allowed a pro-
portionately higher pension.

Since 1897, when it began this practice, the Voorust has
allotted pensions in all to 216 persons. Of this number 25
have since died ; so that at the present time there are actually
190 in receipt of pensions. The amounts annually paid out
in this way have been as follows :—

francs. francs.
1897 4,374°70 o2 8, 14844
1808 e 3,075-08 1903 . 11,443 50
1800 3,377°76 1904 12,759°13
1900 . 3,610027 1903 16,014-G0
1801 7,117°01 1908 20,000-00

Thus in this way within ten years the Foorust has dealt out
to its aged members no less than 97,000 francs (£3,880) in
pensions.

In this connection allow me to point out that under its
old age pensions scheme the Belgian State allows only 65 francs
a year to any one pensioner, and that he must be at least sixty-
five years old and in actual distress, that is, in receipt of at
most one franc (10d.) a day from othe1 sources.
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There are other co-operative societies besides which pay
pensions to their aged members. There is, for instance,
Le Progris, of Jolimont, which in 1900 dmhumod as much as
" 45.363-26 francs (£1,814) in old age pensions and support of
sick members between them. Le¢ Progris was only formed
in 1886. It now pays old age pensions, ranging from 80 francs
(£3 4s.) a year a head upward to more than 600 members.

In conclusion, with the object of ministering to the
~intellectual improvement of their members, Belgian co-
operative socicties have long since set up truly magnificent
establishments, with libraries, reading rooms, and concert
and assembly rooms attached to them. They issue news-
papers, provide lectures and educational courses, and they -
also organise social unions for the cultivation of music, singing,
the dramatic art, and the like.

In this way our co-operative societies have succcodod in
raising the poorest among our working classes, those who
previously counted for the very dregs of society, thewr
cducation neglected fearfully in every respect, and in
making them understand that they were being raised and
tcaclnng them to appreciate the benefit,

1V,

The organisation of our co-operative societies is thoroughly
democratic,  One member exercises precisely the same rights
as another. Supreme power is in all cases vested in the
general meeting of members which is open to all alike, 1t s
that meeting which freely and openly clects the committee
of management. Labour likewise has its rights recognised.
The working employees of the society are represented on that
committee by their own representatives freely elected for the
purpose by themselves. And those employdes also 1cceive:
a fixed shar: of the profits earned, which share is allotted in
proportion to the wages or salary which cach one draws.
In Brussels that share now stands at 2§ per cent. of the total
profits.
Nor is the social sldc of Co-operation neglected in the
treatment’ of employees. In case of illness the society’s
employce is, during the time of disablement, allowed half his
ordinary wages or salary, which wages or salary arc for
ordinary purposes invariably fixed at the highest rate prevalent
in the district. The working day is everywhere limited to
eight hours. In all respects the Belgian socialist co-operative
societies make it their aim to set the best of examples to other
employers, in order by such mecans to improve the general
conditions of labour.
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In the last place Belgian soctallst co-operative societies :
regularly allot part of their annual profits to propagandist !
work, They make money grants to newspapers, to the
election funds of candidates of the Labour Party ; they assist
workmen on strike with funds or else with car loads of bread.

The results obtained by all such co-operative work have
proved very considerable. Its main points may be summed up
in the following points :(—

Belgian socialist co-operation enables working men to
live more cheaply than they could otherwise do.

It encourages both collective and individual thrift and
accumulation of capital.

It ensures to its members medical attendance, medicine.
and appliances in case of sickness.

It provides them gratuitously with bread during their
sickness.

It ensures them pensions in old age.

It provides for them the use of common rooms and
libraries, and enables them to educate themselves by following
courses of lectures, and by these and other means contributes
to the strengthening of their moral fibre, even though they be
among the very poorest.

It sets an example for the reform of social order, by
recognising the clims of labour and securing to its cmploycu,
a high minimum wage, for a reduced working day, in addition
to sick benefits and a pension, and the right to be represented,
as employees, on the managing board of their society.

In conclusion, it renders most valuable services for
raising the greatest number of the citizens of its country,
alike materially, intellectually and morally, assisting in social
and political work tending towards this end by means
of money grants and all other methods available.

It is in this way that working men’s Co-operation, as
generally practised in Belgium, has succeeded in benefiting
working men largely in their daily life, which is the subject
of this paper, down to the very humblest without ever losing
sight of, or neglecting its great ultimate aim, that is, the gradual
but steady transformation of the existing organisation of
>ouctv for the common good by the application of ** sohd-
arity "—that. is, the famous * one for all and all for one ”’—
and the progrcasive elimination of parasites, who at present
make a living by exploiting the needs both of producers and

consumers.
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V.

In the development of rural economy Co-operation has
thus far in Belgium played only a very secondary part. In
country districts the movement still presents itself as wholly
undeveloped and rudimentary, and of quite recent origin.
It was not, in truth, until the last ycars of the nincteenth
century that the peasant class in Belgium appeared to wake
up at all from its long continited drowsy indifference in order to
enter, in its turn, upon the great path of self-improvement by
combined action and common understanding in the prosecution
of common aims, in respect of which industrial working men
had set so praiseworthy an example. During entire centuries
the Belgian peasant had been content to shut himself up in
almost complete isolation from the outer world, holding that
" his best policy must be to follow the line marked out by the
‘principle of the egotist : * Everyone for himself and only
God for all.” '

What has resulted from this peculiar way of looking at
things ? We find the results clearly sct forth in an official
report on ‘‘ Agriculture in Flanders "' recently published by the
Ministry of Agriculture. I quote the following passages :—

“ The Flemish peasant has at all times been remarkable
for his endurance in labour and his tenacious devotion to
duty. Unfortunately, these excellent qualities of his are only
rarely coupled with a spirit of independent initiative and a
sufficiency of technical skill. The consequence s that his
efforts are not in all cases rightly proportioned to the object
at which they are pointed and that oftentimes the man is
found to be wearing himself out in compassing absolutely
insignificant results. It is quite true that a cultivator's lot
is particularly trying on the generally ungrateful soil of this
district. . Frcquently enough' will the regard .for economy—
too little understood or els: greatly exaggerated—peculiar to
the Flemish peasant, deter him from embarking in very
profitable outlay; his greai object is, having accumulated a
little money, to keep it safe. Often enough does he offer a
stolid resistance to all ideas of association with others, or of
Co-operation, and in doing so one cannot plead that he is
guided solely by his innate love of independence ; for the
more powerful motive is an all too narrow conception df his
duties of solidarity. Under circumstances such as these it
can surprise no one to find that the peasant of this sandy
region, who lives entirely upon his own thoughts and comes
only very little into contact with the outer world, so very
often shows himself a mere slave of routine. It can surprise
no one, any more, that he has so long remained outside the
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movement of Co-operation whlch has carried : along with it
all other classes of labouring folk. And what is true in respect
of the Flemish peasant is, generally speaking, equally true
with regard to his Walloon brother.”

Nevertheless, something of a happy change has come
over the scene within the last few years and, thanks to some
few philanthropists, members of the priesthood and of the
Catholic party, an altogether new spirit appears to have been
infused into the dull mass of the population of the Belgian
country districts. A considerable number of agricultural
co-operative societies have indeed alrecady been formed with
the object of assisting the small cultivator in his struggle for life.

In the first place there are quite a respectable phalinx
of agricultural syndicates formed for the common purchase
of seed, fertilisers, machinery and implements, feeding stuffs,
and the like. And these same syndicates have also already
tackled the more difficult task of organising the sale of agri-
cultural produce, such as butter, eggs, poultry, and the like.

Next, there are at least 500 co-operative dairtes now in
existence.  In the year 1905 those dairies disposed of no less
than 32,000,000 francs (£1,280,000) worth of produce, which
- means, on an average, £2.560 per society, and £23 per member
of the particular dairy.

Then there are numerous societies for mortality insur-
ance of live stock. And there are some agricultural credit
societics.

All these societies have adopted the co-operative form
and not a few of them receive encouragement from the State.

The existence of these societies has had a marked cffect
in changing the mental attitude of our peasantry, in making
that peasantry understand and appreciate the benefits of
association, of union, of sohdarity. It has led the peasantry
to modify its methods of cultivation, to employ artificial
fertilisers, which our rustic had previously viewed with disdain,
also modern implements and machinery, of which in other times
the same rustic was not in a position to procure the use for
himself. Instead of making his own little lump of butter
in his little farmstead, and carrying ‘it in small quantities
to the market, at a great expenditure of time, or else selling
his milk by the quart, he now dispatches all his milk daily
to the co-operative dairy, which sells it for him in larger
quantitics, converting it first into butter or cheese.  And so,
while taking much less trouble, the peasant secures a more
substantial return for his produce.

Here, once more, we trace the beneficial etfects of Co-
operation as affecting the daily life of those who practise it,



163

of which I have to speak, by enabling them to live under
better conditions.

That is, unfortunately, all that can be said of agri-ultural
co-operation in Belgium for the present.

However, surely those thousands of agricultural co-opera-
tive societies which, for the most part, have only just sprung
up, may be taken as presaging a coming great transformation
in peasant life. They secem to justify the hope that with
increased intelligence, extended capacity, and more good will,
the peasant’s methods of cultivation will be still further
improved, so as to render his labour more fruitful and place
himself in a better material position.

In taking up this co-operative principle our Belgian
small occupiers have in truth only followed the example first
set them by their brethren elsewhere—in France, Switzerland,
Denmark, Germany, etc. The same thing cannot be said of
the Co-operation of Belgian industrial working men. In our
large cities and centres of industry the co-operative distribu-
tion practised bears a distinctive character, very marked,
and all its own, which 1 cannot too earnestly recommend for
study to all true friends of Co-operation and which, so I am
firmly persuaded, has it in its power to render Co-operation
capable of very largely benefiting working men everywhere,
even the very poorest. ‘

In conclusion, in the name of my Belgian colleagues,
Messrs. Serwy, Hénault, Rousseau, and Octors, and of some
other Congress members /1 beg to move the following resolu-
tion :—

‘“ That this Congress of the International Co-opera- -
tive Alliance, held at Cremona, in view of the fact that
Co-operation, as based on the principles of the Rochdale
Pioneers and on their natural development, aims directly
at (I) the sale at the lowest possiblc price of produce of
‘good quality ; (2) the return to the consumer of the
profits realised, in proportion to his purchases ; (3) the
carrying out of works of education and of solidarity by
means of part of the profits set aside for the purpose. /

“ Considering further, that Co-operation also aims
at (1) the suppression of all intermediaries, that are not
indispensable, between producer and consumer; (2)
the creation of relations between producers and consumers
based on the value of labour ; (3) the institution of com-
mon ownership ; (4) the substitution of co-operative
industry and commerce for competitive industry and
commerce.
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~ “Under these conditions :the Congress resolves :—

‘“(a) That it is in the interest of society that
co-operative distributive societies be formed by the
workers in all towns and villages ;

‘““(b) That it is of vital importance to such
societies to federate in national, or regional, Whole-
sale Societies for common purchase, and in national
or regional Unions for the establishment and organisa-
tion of co-operative credit, propaganda, and educa-
tion ;

“(c) That the Wholesale Societies should cen-
tralise co-operative production ;

*“(d) That the Wholesale Socicties and the
Unions should federate and become members of the
International Co-operative Alliance, so as to create
the means of international exchange, to organise and

~ regulate international production and distribution,
and to replace the capitalist state, which incites to
conflict between nations and to warfare, by the reign
of social peace based on labour.”

L L ] .

THE PreESIDENT @ I now ask M. Garibotti, of the Italian
Co-operative Union, to read his paper on the same subject.

M. GariBorti then summarised his paper, which was
as follows :—
Co-OPERATION, there can be no doubt, might be made to
render very valuable services indeed to our country, given
up as it is to so large an extent to the practice of agriculture,
in which periodical disturbances. among rural labourers,
struggling for more human conditions of life, indicate only
too plainly and too painfully that there is still much back-
wardness, distress and discontent. Co-operation might pro-
vide better nourishment for the families of our working folk
and of the classes slightly above them ; it might help in trans-
forming for the better the relations subsisting between the
clashing interests which between them determine the condi.
tions of labour, both industrial and agricultural ; it might
be made to provide the money or credit indispensable for the
development of distributive or labour organisations.

Attempts to bring this about have been repeatedly made,
and during the past years it has become conclusively evident
that in Italy as elsewhere the public mind has awakened to
the value of the public benefits which a comprehensive
organisation of co-ordinated co-operative societies has it in
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its power to provide, and accordingly the co-operative move-
ment is seen to be advancinge But it must be owned that
by the side of what has been accomplished elsewhere our little
co-operative beginnings in Italy still appear modest indeed.

The two forms of Co-operation now most practised in
Italy are those of distribution and of banking. Our dis-
tributive socictics muster 200,000 members and do an annual
business of about £2,400,000. The co-operative banking
movement embraces about 150,000 members and does an
annual business of about £20,000,000. However, I should
not like to make myself answerable for it that all who actually
have joined these organisations are recally animated hy a
genuinely co-operative pirit.

Co-operative propaganda has come only late into our
country. And it is only very few years ago that the truly
marvellous achievements of Co-opcration elsewhere began to
make any impression at all upon our people and to arouse
any perceptible interest, more specifically among our working
folk. Accordingly that particular conception of Co-operation, -
as making for education and provident action, on which to-day
I should wish to lay stress as attaching greatest value to it
has not yet in this country secured much of a hold upon the
public mind. In only too many cases do we find an institu-
tion labelled ** Co-operative "—as a means of procuring for
those who engage in it some trifling legal advantages and of
attracting an casy custom—in which all that goes to make
up true ** Co-operation "—such as the raising of the poor-—
is conspicuous hy its absence.

Now let me show you, the co-operators whom the call
of the International Co-operative Alliance has brought together
at Cremona, what in the matter of co-operative institutions
formed by working people in Italy we ::ctually possess.

1.—SOCIETIES OF Bracciants.

Among institutions of this sort, organised by bona fide
Italian working folk themselves, the most characteristic and
distinctive are the organisations of ordinary unskilled labourers
handling pick and shovel, who here go by the name of brac-
ciants. Such organisations, I believe, do not exist elsewhere.
In this country they have been formed to enable men of the
humble class, by means of collective contracts undertaken,
to execute for their own account such works as the construc-
tion of roads and dykes, earth works and works connected with
water of every kind, more particularly the damming in of rivers.
The object of such collaboration is to secure to the men who
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buckle to such fatiguing and exjiausting labour more equit-
able remuneration than they otherwise receive. From time
immemorial all such contracts previously went to a special
class of contractors and speculators, who have long stood
like a wall between those who pay the money and those who
do the work, and in many cases probably these men were not
even aware of the nature of the work which they had under-
taken and which they left to so many gangs of labourers to
carry out for thom”

From modest little societies embracing only about a
hundred memilx;rs, unskilled labourers and barrowcrs, who
have l)een forceti into combination by want of employment,
we find such organisations of braccianii ranging up to powerful
societies like that of Ravenna, which hais lon” ceased to respect
the boundaries of its own province as a limit to its work, but
sends its squads and Kosts of lalx>urers gaily across the country
here, there, and everywhere, wherever employment may be
foiuid to offer—accepting substantial contracts for the con-
struction of works conn<'Otrd with waft*r, for the mprovc”ment
of land anti for the reclamation of widi'strclrhcsof propirty.

Indml, organisations of this kind gcnrnilly <o not continc
thenisflvos to enterprises in their own localities only. They
combine among themselves to more or less powerful unions
or federations, and thus .brigaded together rtnti themselves
in a position to undertake large jobs. At the present time,
to state one instance, in the province of Refugio Kmilia the
construction of an entire railway, from Keggio to Ciano, has
been given them in contract. In e.xecuting such works the men
provide for the skilled suj)crvision and planning required by
securing their own experts. In the same way braccianti are
now carrying out great works of land reclamation in Sardinia
and in the South. Among the land improvement works in-
volving an e.xponditure of millions of lire, which are now in
progress in the provinces of Mantua and Koggio, we find
foremost among the contractors luidertaking such, societies
of braccianti of those same two provinces. In the province
of Ferrara and of Bologna other great works connected with
water are likewise being carried out by societies of braccianti
of those districts. And there is similar work going on in the
provinces of Cremona, Piacenza, Parma, and Modena.

The utility of the societies of braccianti, judged from a
co-operative jjoint of view, has not stoj) >ed there. Having
been formed for their own }urjK>ses, they have by their
existence and results served as a stimulus to the formation
of similar societies among men of other employments. There
is no work of construction in connection with water, or of
damming in rivers, carried out, which does not necessitate the
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assistance of stonemasons, barrowers, carters and excavators
of shingle. These men likéwise are called upon to exccute
arduous and exhausting work, for which up to only a few
years agc they were paid at the miserable rate of 13} to
22 pence per day. The example set them by the bracciants
served them as a stimulus to organise in the same way,
and accordingly new societics composed of men of these
callings have been formed in various localities.

In the district of Cremona some years ago Co-opcration
was very active in this way among the diggers of shingle,
and also among barrowers. That district is watered by three
great rivers, the Po, the Adda, and the Oglio, whose beds are
rich in shingle, such as is required for road metal and material
for dykes and railways. Accordingly it affords employment
to a large number of shingle diggers, who in nicny cases are
also bargees. For the shingle has to be carried in barges to
the spot where it is to be employed. These men are accord-
ingly called upon to provide and move the material necessary
for the purpose. Their work is exceedingly fatiguing and
wearing. And by its very nature they are compelled to stand
in the water for hours together, either digging the shingle or
else carrying it into the barge. The barges proceed down
the river carried by the current of the stream. But when
they are unloaded these same men have to tow them back
up stream, harnessing themselves to their craft like beasts
of dranght.  There used to be no regular hours fixed for such
work ; the men were worked any length of time and as recom-
pense they received very poor wages indeed.  The toll taken
midway upon the money which eventually paid for the shingle
was considerable, because between the department which
ultimately dealt out the money and the labour which supplied
the work, there stood several intermediaries who did not
neglect to line their own pockets.

Our shingle diggers resolved to do what they could to
put a stop to this system of exploitation. Joining together
with the carters and barrowers employed on the same work,
they formed a co-operative society, which offered to take
contracts directly from public authorities. The experiment
began promisingly, various initial difficulties were successfully
overcome, and the men carned more money. However, the
reactionary wave which swept over Italy in 1898, with the
help of an armed force carried the society away together with
many others. And there the matter ended for the time.

However, labour societies of this kind, devoted specially
to the execution of public works, are once more taking their
proper place in the ranks of Italian co-operative societies and
may be expected—even while acting only singly, but very
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“much more when acting collectively—to exercise a powerful

influence for good of at once ‘a moral, an economic and an
industrial character upon the conditions regulating the
existence of our population. Far more than has hitherto
been done might be accomplished in the way of systematic
employment of labour upon public works, if co-operative
labour organisation were more freely called upon to exercise
its proper functions. Public bodies, the central power at the
head of tliem, should address their offers directly to such
-co-operative organisations and treat freely with them for the
execution of public works, taking their financial position into
consideration and favouring them accordingly, as far as is
possible, in respect of terms by guaranteeing them payment
for the work done at short intervals. Italian legisl:ition has
already made provision for such arrangements; however,
much still remains to be done in disposing public bodies to
give cffect to what legislation has with very good intentions
authorised. :

Similar co-operative labour societies have been formed
among printers, joiners and cabinet makers, workers in
marble and cement, makers of gold beading, even porters
and glass workers,* and others as well.

2. —LAaND RENTING SOCIETIES OF AGRICULTURAL
[LABOURERS. °

Within the past few years some co-operative societies
of agricultural labourers have been formed with the object
of renting land to work in common. Our country is to a very
great extent a country of large estates, the owners of which
let out their land to small capitalists, who employ for its
cultivation gangs of labourers who are miserably paid, even
if the produce distributed to them in kind in addition to small
wages be taken into account. The repeated disturbances
provoked by this state of things suggested to some of the
better instructed and thinking heads among the labourers
of the class interested that on such ground Co-operation
might provide a useful remedy, as applied both to-labour and
to the supply of necessaries of life. Mere resistance, as by

* Under this head the Petreria cooperativa operaia federale of Leghorn
deserves special mention.  This society was formed only in 1903 as a sequel
to a strike. It has now five working establishments, viz., one each at Leghorn
{San jacopo), Imola, Sesto Calende, Vietri sul Mare, and at Asti. It now
numbers 956 members and has a share capital of £9,988. The balance sheet
of 30th June, 1906, shows £63,184 assets and £61,436 liabilities, with £1,758
net profits earned.  The four first named branches (that of Asti was not yet
in working order) are shown up to the same date to have turned out glass bottles
to the value of £73,687. At the International Exhibition of Milan, in 1903,

this society was awarded a distinguished prize.
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a trade union, could not, so they judged, permanently im-.
prove conditions. The contrast in the conflicting interests
secmed too pronounced, and resistance and strikes could
not help the labourer in his daily life.  No doubt a trial of
strength might result in a momentary increase of wages.
However, our men knew well enough that the money gain
so got would soon be absorbed by the higher prices to be paid
for necessaries of life. And even an improved wages tariff
could not be maintained against the continued nibbling action
which' experience had shown was sure to follow on the part
of employers, and which threatened to carry the lttle im-
provement conceded away piecemeal.

Co-operation, so they thought, was in a position to render
larger and more enduring services to the vast host of agricul-
tural labourers concerned. It appeared to them to possess
the power of mitigating the asperities of existence and making
life easier for them. A large-minded landed proprietor in
the province of Cremona, of the name of Giuseppe Mori—he
is now dead—a faithful follower of Mazzini, at a time when,
in 1888, new agrarian riots were once more disturbing the
peace of Lombardy and threatening agriculture with ruin,
summoned his labourers together and proposed to them that
they should form a co-operative society and rent from him
for purposes of cultivation part of his estate of Cittadella.
The advice was taken and the newly formed society entered
into possession of about 250 acres of land with ample buildings
and all the requisite live stock and implements found.  The
experiment could not be carried far, for internal dissensions
soon brought the society to its dissolution —=not however,
without establishing the proof that such action as had been
proposed was capable of execution and that it might be relied
upon, in the matter of living, to bring substantial relief to
those engaged in it, while it lasted, and might at the same
time benefit the land on which the enterprise was carried out.

There are now quite a number of co-operative land
renting societies in existence.* The majority of them are

* 1t may he well to state the results of scme of these co-operative under-
takings. The Cooperativa di lavoro tra gli agricoltors di Rivolta &’ Adda, in
the province of Cremona, numbered on 11th March, 1906, 140 members.
Its share capital stood at about 4120, its assets amounted to £1,205, its
liabilities to about £1,130.  The net profits realised were rcturned at about
£86. The Cooperativa agricola di Caltvenzamo, in the province of Bergamo,
on 31st December, 1806, had 339 shares of £2 each in the hands of its mem-
bers. The reserve fund already accumulated brought up the amount of its
own money in the concern to about £1,367. Its assets stood at 8,931, its
liabilities at /8,875, and the net profit realised was £256. This society
obtained the first prize at the International Exhibition at Milan. In 1908 it
sct up a factory for preserving tomatoes, which will serve equally well for pre-
serving other garden produce, such as peas, beans, and the like, thus getting
ready surplus produce for the market.
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to be met with in the province of Reggio Emilia, and the
co-operators of that province are bestirring themselves to
extend the system. By the side of these labour societies,
for land renting purposes, distributive societies are being
systematically formed and pushed—to cheapen living to mem-
~ bers—and also productive societies.

3.—Case del Popolo Campagnolo.

I now proceed to describe a different form of rural co-
operative society, which for the present is still peculiar to
Italy. It was at Massenzatico in the province of Reggio
Emilia that in 1903 the first Casa del Popolo Campagnolo
was created.  Establishments of this kind ought to be set up
in every locality. They are peculiirly adapted to render
valuable and special serviée to agricultural labourers.

The name and idea of the Case del Popolo came to us from
Belgium, where the Massons du Peuple have long been a
valued institution among the working classes of towns, and
arc found to render useful services. There does not yet
appear to be proper room for them in Italian towns, but in a
madified and reduced shape they are gradually gaining a foot-
ing in our country districts.  Our country labourers feel that
they have certain reasonable wants that ought to be satisfied.
They want better and cheaper food ; they want to be able to
meet occasionally to discuss among themselves their comimon
interests 5 they want to meet also in order to labour in com-
mon at their own education, by means of which, once they
are brought up to the proper standard, they hope to be
admitted to their proper place among electors for political
and local bodies ; they want to have clubrooms for educational
lectures and occasional musical or dramatic performances ;
they want to learn to manage things, beginning with their
own little society, so as to become gradually trained to more
responsible administrative work, in provident societies, for
poor relicf, in charitable institutions, and on public bodies.

In the Case del Popolo they have discovered the institution
which best responds to such wants. They have felt from the
first, and they are now firmly persuaded, that Co-operation
may, in its various applications, successfully transform the
relations existing between producers and consumers and
make it clear that for purposes of production it is not necessary
that all the means which pay for labour should be massed to-
gether in a few hands ; that, like the labour of the slave and
of the serf, wage-paid labour marks only an intermediary
stage on an onward course of evolution and’is bound in due
time to give place to free self employment by means of
* associated labour.”
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This belief is still spreading. The idea of Co-operation,
having penetrated into our country districts, has made
converts already even among farmers, who are forming
societies to supply them collectively on more advantageous
terms with seed, fertilisers, machinery and implements, and
to enable them to churn their milk in common, to manufacture
their own fertilisers, and to gather and to dry their cocoons.

* The question of cocoons opens up a prospect for the employ-
ment of Co-operation, about which I will say only a few words,
lest I should be found trespassing upon ground marked out
- for some other reader of a paper. Co-operation applied to
cocoons, in my opinion, promises, if set in motion, not only.
to assure to the labourer engaged in sericulture a full return
for his labour, but also to transform our silk industry from
top to bottom and improve it, and to raise our Italian silk
once more to the high level of superior quality for which it
was so long renowned. It has been made clear by experience
that in the silk industry there is no longer any need for that
rigidly diciplined employment of labour directed by middle. -
men (who could well be dispensed with), which has so long
prevailed. By means of societies or syndicates formed
among the growers—who may well purchase for themselves
that expert advice and supervision which is of course indis-
pensable—it may be turned into a source of additional wealth
for ‘our agricultural classes. *

But this by the way. I want, however, to insist upon
the fact that Co-operation may render most valuable services
in their daily life—which is my particular subject to-day—
to artisans and labourers in the country, because its organisa-
tions may be turned into real gymnasiums, so to call them,
of social science, in which labourers may develop their brains
as in other gymnasiums they develop their muscles; in
which collective interests may be counted upon to stimulate
individual effort, in which the consciences of working men
may be formed and perfected.

Only, if this end is to be attained, it will be necessary
that our Case del Popolo should be organised as genuine co-
operative organisations, which propose to themselves the
following objects: carefully to avoid the mistakes into which
our small distributive societies have fallen; to provide for
the easy satisfaction of the daily wants of consumers, leading
them on to improve their daily nourishment ; to bind together
a large number of consumers in bonds of brotherhood, so

*Qur province of Cremona possesses & pumber of co-operative dairies. Among these
the best organised and also she largest {s that of Soiesina, which in 1906 turned no lc'u than
8,000 tons of mitk {nto butter for the benefit of fu» membera.

~
At 4
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that they may buy goods in large quantities, at correspond-
ingly cheap prices, and to produce for themselves such
goods as appear suited for the purpose in order by such
means to put a stop to the trade in adulterated goods ; to watch
over the educational progress of all labourers and of their
children ; to promote co-operative spirit to the utmost of their
ability, assisting in the formation of new co-operative societies
and more especially co-operative land renting societies ; to
stimulate educational work by gathering together the children
of labourers after regular school hours, or in seasons when
special work keeps the parents an exceptional length of time
in the fields, in suitable places and under proper supervision.

In my opinion-ru: 1| Case del Popolo should not be organ-
ised as distinct, isolated bodies, each confining its work to
its one parish only. They ought to be organised on a broad
basis, for whole provinces, or at any rate districts, connected
among themsclves and composing in their entirety a system
qualified to carry ouf the great work of social redemption
which théy are called upon to perform, alike in the province
of distribution and in that of production, and lending a helping
hand to the organisation of an exchange of goods.

For it deserves to be borne in mind that in our country
districts the exchange of goods in kind, that is, barter, still
occupics a large place. People currently pay in eggs, or flax,
or fowls, rather than in money. In the province of Cremona,
in which large quantities of eggs are produced, the Case del
Popolo might very well, by means of a good distributive
society established for the whole of the province, organise
a service under which eggs might be collected every week,
to be disposed of to similar societies elsewhere, rather than
leave those eggs to find their way to their ultimate destination
through the intricate maze of three or four toll-levying
intermediaries. In other provinces other produce, peculiar
to each locality, might be dealt with in the same way, for
instance oil, garden produce, vegetables, etc., to be in due
course exchanged for other articles wanted.

Co-operation, to my mind, would in this way succeed in
assuring to the country labourer (as to some extent it already
does to his brother in the town) the fuller enjoyment of the
entire product of his own labour, and would at the same time
perform the enlightening work of raising economically and
intellectually an immense portion of the population which has
up to the present time been neglected and abandoned to itself
in a truly shameful manner. And once Co-operation will
have succeeded in establishing in every village in this peculiarly
agricultural country a Casa del Popolo, in which country
labourers will be free to meet in order to talk over their affairs,
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from which they will obtain the articles. required for the
daily use of their families, in which they may receive a training
for managing concerns such as productive, distributive, and
labour societies ; through which they may take part in a well
regulated system of inter-socicty barter—once Co-operation
will have succecded in creating such a network of new and life
inspiring organisations, it will be able to glory in the fact that
it has accomplished oric of the greatest works of civilisation
reserved for the present century.

I am quite aware that for work of this kind, so ambitious
in its objects, mere faith and energy will not suffice. There
must be means as well.  Such means the labourers themselves,
who are thereby to be bencfited, should be the first to
provide. They dannot subscribe much, but they should
subscribe regularly, so as to raise a share canital and attach
the labouring class to their co-operative society. Beyond
the limit of such contribution lies the task which it is reserved
for our co-operative banking institutions to discharge.

Now up to the present time it cannot be denied that our
co-operative banks have not done their full duty in making
their own movement serviceable for the promotion of other
lorms of Co-operation. Many a well conceived co-operative
scheme it has proved impossible to carry into execution ; not
a few such schemes, after having started, have subsequently
suffered shipwreck, because of the want of financial support
from the banks. Of course, no one expects the banks to
embark on risky or dangerous ventures which are likely to
mean Joss to themselves, but banks have ample means at
command for securing themselves against totalor partial loss
of advances, more particularly by insisting on their right of
inspection. But it seems to me that, as a co-operative
movement, the movement of co-operative banks becomes
untrue to its own declared purpose, when it neglects
loyally to support other co-operative institutions, whatever
be their form, in their development, so long as they make
it their object to improve the conditions of the working class.
In Italy co-operative banking is in a position to produce
splendid balance sheets, such as capitalist banks might envy,
but it cannot be said that it has done much in support of
co-operative labour societies. Were our co-operative banks
to show themselves generally inspired by the same enlightened
sentiment of  solidarity *’ which animates H.E. Signor Luzzatti
—who, by the way, is President of their union—co-operative
Italy would have better things to show to its guests of the
International Co-operative Alliance than it actually has.
Co-operative organisations.for the benefit of the labourers
of the soil ,would have made giant strides forward and by the
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improved conditions of the agricultural labourers the whole
country would have benefited.

However, what has not yet been accomplished on the
g:rt of our co-operative and savings banks, may at any rate

done in the future—let us hope that it will be done
soon. The coupling of the seventh Congress of the Inter-
national Co-operative Alliance with the Congress of Italian
People’s Banks—at which Signor Luzzatti’s proposal for the
adoption of compulsory inspection of distributive, productive,
and labour societies on behalf of the banking societies which
supply them with loan money has been discussed—may
possibly facilitate an understanding, the benefits to be derived
from wl..ch cannot be doubtful, and which assuredly would
assist greatly to develo;, healthy and bencficent Co-operation
in this Italy of ours.

S1GNOR GariBoTTI : I shall try to summarise the paper
I have handed in, explaining the ideas contained in the
motion placed at the end of it. The motion which I submit
is not an contradiction to that proposed by M. Bertrand,
whose resolution is still more comprehiensive than the one
[ <hall lay before the Committee of the International Alliance.
I have hmited myself to summarising under six principal
headings the paper which 1 have drawn up, drawing special
attention to the position of Co-operation in Italy. -

Italian Co-opcration has not had the good fortune to
attain the same development as in other countries, but it has
already initiated a great work, and one which will lead to great
victories if it be directed a!ong certain lines, which we have
been advocating for some time past.

The first paragraph of the motion which I have sub-
mitted declares :—

1. “That it is desirable that the proletariat, alike in town
and country, aiming at a genuine improy ement of its condition,
should be made to recognise the necessity of availing itself
more and more of the convenient means which co-operative
organisation offers for such purpose, attaching itself to co-
operative societies, where such exist, and forming them
where there are rone, the cocieties so formed to be well
organited toth as regards technical equipment and business-
like management, so as to correspond to local needs in the
several branches of production, distribution, and common
labour.”

S16NOR LrzzaT1l : 1 do not see anything to be astonished
at; I go even further; I go as far as to foresee a labour
bank note. As long as ideas are based on realities 1 am
frightened at nothing.



165

S16NOR GARIBOTTI : The second paragraph of my motion
declares :— e

2. “That,in order to be the betterable to develop them-
selves and to render the more valuable services, the co-opera-
tive societies for common work which propose to themselves
to undertake the execution of public contracts and the com-
mon renting of land, also the formation of *Case del Popolo
Campagnolo,’ (the lastnamed combining within themsclves
the benefits both of co-operative and of provident institutions)
should be taught to regard themselves as organisations,
formed with the special object of bringing about the economic
and moral redemption of the agricultural proletariat.”

And here I will add a few words indispensable for the
clear understanding of my ideas and for ensuring the adoption
of this part of my motion ; these words are: ““ Always on
condition that they dlo not act in opposition to or independently
of the whole movement for co-operative consumption.”

Experience has convinced us Italians of the great import-
ance of labourers’ co-operative associations, if they can be
developed by the joint efforts of all as the result of a common
understanding between the several classes of workers.  Experi-
ence has convinced us that onc of the forms of co-operative
organisatioh best suited to the needs of country districts
is that to which we have given the name of Rural People’s
House (Casa del Popolo Campagnolo). Such institutions
combine the functions of co-operative stores, co-operative
associations for production, and co-operative  labourers’
associations, and are also benefit societies, besides carrying
on an educational work in the midst of the agricultural
proletariat. ,

These modest institutions ought to become a new kind
of Commune, and should exist in all rural centres.  We should
like to see all the forms of Co-operation which are advanta-
geous to the working classes concentrated in these new and
‘special institutions which shiould work for the improvement
of the conditions of the agricultural population, side by side
with the co-operative stores which should ensure the good
quality of the food-stuffs, and gradually transform the style
of food used in our rural districts where the people are badly
nourished on poor food which paves the way for discase and
does not develop the vital encrgy required for manual labour,
for the physical well-being of the workers, and for national
wealth. We should also like to see these People’s Houses
contract for the execution of public works required by the
local boards, charitable institutions, and ‘the central adminis-
tration. They ought also to become centres where the
children of the workers might -gather .together after school
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hours when they are otherwise -left without guidance or
supervision. And we also hope to see other forms of organisa-
tion which can be of great use both in town and country
districts, grafted on to these institutions.

I was speaking yesterday with a delegate from Bologna
who was telling me of the success of the co-operative institu-
tions which he has founded among the railway workers.
~ This also is a form of organisation which could be grafted on

to the People’s Houses. The labourers who are now at the
mercy of the officials incapable of realising the importance
of raising the status of this class of citizens, could easily avail
themselves of such institutions in other centre% as they do
at Bologna, and they will be able to find in co-operative
organisation their moral and economic salvation.

Thc third paragraph of my motion declares :—

. “That a more complete and more cfficacious community
of alms and of interests should be established, as soon as
possible, among co-operative organisations, formcd for the
purposes of banking, distribution, common work, and pro-
duction.”

This point is of special interest to us Ttalians. I learn
with satisfaction from our foreign colleagues that the credit
problem is not so urgent for them as it is for us. In our
country—I do not know whether owing to the conditions of
our working classes—co-operative socicties for consumption
production, and labour, cannot develop as they ought to
for lack of capital which prevents them from extending their
sphere of action. This was noted by many of those who
spoke on Wholesale Co-operation which cannot prosper for
lack of capital. This lack is felt all the more keenly as the
poverty and inadequacy of the financial resources of the
members of co-operative organisations makes it imperative
that they obtain the constant help of the credit banks which
exist side by side with them. But these banks are often in
doubt as to the importance and administrative value of
. co-operative societies and so fail to supply us with the fuel

required to keep the co-operative machine going. We agree
with the Hon. Luzzatti when he insists on the need for in-
spection of the People’s Banks by an institution created by
a federation of the co-operative banks themselves. We
should also like to see the credit banks organise the inspection
of the management of co-operative societies for production
and consumption. The need of relying on the help of wealthy
members should be done away with, and replaced by the credit
afforded by the bank which would assure itself that the
co-operative societies to which it gives its support are properly

managed.
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The fourth paragraph declares :-—
4. “ That legislation in all countries should be made to

harmonise with the development that Co-operation is daily
taking, and to favour its greater extension ; and that a greater
disposition than has hitherto been shown should be exhibited
by those who apply the laws in force to give effect to the well
meant provisions contained in those laws, in order that the
intentions of the legislature may not be frustrated.”

The Italian laws already open a wide field for the develop-.
ment of co-operative associations of labourers, and the recent
laws on the railways, and on the improvement of the condition
of the province of Basilicata, contain clauses which allow
of a great development of the co-operative labour movement
and make it possible for the Government to provide work for
many years to come to hundreds of thousands of men, and
to ensure the satisfactory exccution of works with greater

~certainty than is possible in the case of contracts placed with
contractors who only acquaint theniselves with the details
of the work when they go to sign the contract.

I am most happy to note that for the first time the
Ministry of Public Works, which is the Ministry most inter-
ested in the development of the co-operative labour move-
ment, has sent in a report to the Congress in which it recognises
the excellence of the work carried out by the co-operative
associations of labourers, navvies, masons, &c., and promises
that the tenders made for contracts for public works cither
by single co-operative societies or by federations of co-opera-
tive socicties of labourers, will be taken into special considera-
tion by the Mimstry in future.

We should like to see the fiscal authorities both in Italy
and abroad carcful not to endanger the existence of our
co-operative organisations. We should like some relicf,
though we do not scek for special privileges such as would
give us unjust advantages inconsistent with the rights of
others who compete for public contracts. But we should
wi: 1 the taxation not to be such as to annihilate or cramp
the power of development of our workers’ co-operative
societies.

My fifth paragraph declares :—

5. “That all co-operative organisations should make it
their study uniformly to apply the principle: of Co-operation
to their management with stern rigour, in order by such means
to gain the confidence, indispensable to themselves, of institu-
tions of credit and the sympathy of public and private
bodies.” : N .

This point is connected with what I said just now. We
must act in such wise that our administrative and technical
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organisation afford due security to the inspectors of the
credit banks so that, relying on the soundness of our manage-
ment and the fature prospects of our organisations they may
supply them with ample means.

My sixth paragraph declares :—

6. “That common action among the producing and the
labouring classes of country districts, carried into all branches
of their activity, cemented by means of uniting ties, has it in
its power to bring about a salutary transformation of exchange
of goods and to render the action of our International Co-

operative Alliance powerful.”

~ This point may be considered as included in the resolution

. submitted to the Congress and approved in favour of inter-
national wholesale buying, but I wish to add a few words to
those spoken by Herr Miiller. This connecting up of the
co-operative associations for production with the co-operative
stores is absolutely necessary in order to allow of wholesale
purchases and of direct production of many staples, for we
are constantly victimised not only by the big, but also by
the little trusts formed in our cities. [ will conclude my re-
marks by drawing your attention to a characteristic instance
of this. Here in Cremona our Provincial Co-operative
Socicty is no longer able to purchase a certain brand of tunny-
fish, a certain make of candles, a certain quality of stock-fish,
because two or three persons on our market have formed a
ring to monopolise these goods and force us to apply to their
agents and to pay a higher price than the current one for
these goods. The Mira candles now cost 160 lire instead
of 142. And so on with the other articles.

In conclusion, considering that Co-operation is a powerful
instrument for economic redemption we wish to suhmit to
this Congress our motion which can well be presented along
with that of Monsieur Bertrand, and we express the hope that
the work of the Committee on wholesale purchascs may soon
be accomplished to the advantage of all.

(Loud applause.)

SigNoR Luzzatti: I propose to call the meeting for
2.30 instead of 3 this afternoon. A Dutch lady has travelled
here on the express understanding that she would be able to
read her report. I think that we are bound by international
courtesy to keep our word with cveryone, and more especially
in the case of a lady. This debate will only last a few
minutes, and so we shall be able to resume the discussion
on the third item of our programme about 3 o’clock.
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON,
- SEPTEMBER 2sth.

MR. W. MaxWwELL, Chairman of the Alliance, in the chair.

THE CHAIRMAN : The first business is the reading of a
paper by Mme. Treub-Cornaz, President of the Dutch
Women’s Co-operative Guild, on ‘* Women’s Part in the
Co-operative Movement.” 1 appeal to you to give her a
patient and careful hearing, to allow her time to read the
whole of her paper, because she says she cannot possibly
summarise it. :

MME. TREUB-CORNAZ : Allow me to offer to the President,
as also to the Congress, my best thanks for the kindness which
has given me an opportunity of showing the part which
women play in the co-operative movement. 1 will try not
to abuse your patience or your kindness. As I cannot pre-
tend to believe that all the members of the Congress have
read my paper, which would be difficult to summarise, I shall
be glad if you will allow me to read it in full as follows :—

Women's Part in'_ Co-operation.

Co-OPERATION—at any rate distributive Co-operation—is to
such an extent an interest specifically of women, that it may
appear a little surprising that a woman was not the first to
devise it. Are we really to infer from this that the centuries
of dependence and submission, during which woman has
allowed herself to be led passively by the stronger half of
humanity, have extinguished in her all spirit of independent
initiative ? One is almost forced to conclude this : and such
a state of things might in itself account for the fact fhat the
number of women who have shown what may be called a
creative mind in the matter of literature and art has remained
so circumscribed. '
The economic value of woman specifically in the province
of Co-operation has been already so many times and so con-
vincingly set forth that there is no need for me to insist once
more upon this self-evident point. All co-operators, even those
who are least in sympathy with the woman’s movement, are
at one with regard to this. The good housewife, careful for
her interest as such, ought in truth to be the very corner stone
upon which the co-operative edifice is reared. Once such
support is wanting, the structure, be it even the best organised
co-operative society, is bound to collapse. .
Gl
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However, it is not enough for. woman to be a good
customer to her store, and faithful to her society. Co-opera-
tion has a wider signification for us women, as well as for men.
We have better support to contribute, and also greater benefits
to derive in return. And that is precisely what women’s
leagues were formed to bring home to their members. Their
object is to turn their members into good co-operators,
co-operators, that is, with large views, co-operators in the
best sense of the word.

Our male friends in the co-operative camp do not always
appear to understand this. Some of them even watch the
efforts which women are making to achieve peaceful emanci-
pation, the tendency apparent among them to take an active
part in Co-operation, with an apprehensive eye. These are
the men who still regard the legitimate province of womari’s
activity as bounded by-the four walls of her home, and attri-
bute to her the one only duty of exerting hersclf for the
well-being of her family. To their mind the feminine ideal
may still be summed up in these words: “ And Sarah was
subject to her husband and called him lord,” or else in the
picture of the virtuous woman who spun the flax and wove
the wool.  These are the co-operators of the “ Old Testament.”
Their view is with them an article of faith. And about
articles of faith there is no disputing. We must trust to
Co-operation to enlighten these men.

Other co-operators, again, nourish rather advanced
opinions on the point, and although some of them indeced
look askance at associations of women, the reason for this is
that they do not desire barriers longer upheld between the
two sexes on social ground. Holding humanity to be nothing
but one large family, they consider the interests of one half
of it to be identical with the interests of the other half ; they
would have no divisions between the two, but see men and
women alike enjoying equal rights and be subject to equal
duties and, once that is brought about, they ask, for what
purpose are special leagues of women necessary ?

These men, once more, appear to me to err from the
right path, in this that they simply overshoot the mark.
Perfect equality between men and women, it appears to
me, is neither possible nor would it be desirable, supposing
that it were possible. Women being differently formed and
constituted from men, must be expected at all times to have
interests of their own. And for this reason it will always
be well that there should be special societies of women,
as, on the other hand, it is also desirable that there should
be special societies of men. Indeed, the doughty cham-
pions of our women’s rights appear to me altogether to
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overlook the fact that there is not yet equality between
men and women established in the eyes of the law,
nor yet, apart from the law, in the judgment of public opinion
and under the sway of existing habits and customs.  Allowing
for some few exceptions, after twenty centuries of ever
advancing civilisation and Christianity, woman is still as a
rule treated as in a state of tutelage, and as incapable of
acting and judging for herself. Oh! I admit that there
are some women who know very well how to revenge them-
selves for this! But that does not mend matters. And,; in
truth, we still have a long distance to travel, a trying march
- to pursue, before we women shall be able to say that we find
ourselves on a common platform with our brothers and hus-
bands. We have an arduous task of development and, above
all, of intellectual education, before us; and it is for the
accomplishment of this end, above all things, that women's
associations are at present desirable, and even indispensable.
The familiar proverb says : help yourself and God will help
you! We are acting upon this principle. The bravest
amongst us take the initiative and clear the road for a gencral
advance, not with a view to engaging in a struggle with our
masters of yesterday. Far from it, we are looking to them
for support. For the joint efforts of equal and equal, of two
distinct types of gifts and powers, differing in character,
but not inferior the one to the other, promise {o prove more
successful and fruitful of good than separate action.  Once the
distinction now still prevailing on social and economic ground
comes to be swept away, the oft-taught principle ** to every
one according to his capacity, and to each capacity according
to its work "’ is bound to become a reality, as applying not
only to the members of the proletariat but also to women;
and once both man and woman find themselves called upon
to fulfil the particular task for which each of them is best
fitted, the neccssity of distinct women's societies—on economic
ground—will have disapﬁean. 1
The task then, which, according to what has been said,
women’s leagues for Co-operation have sct themseclves, is
that of educating their members up to the proper point.
They own it to be. Their declared object is to make of those
women good, enlightened co-operators, and to prepare them for
active co-operative work among themselves, carried on for the
good of all. A co-operative distributive society may be com-
pared to a large family, in which all its members find themselves
united by a bond of common interest of.* one for all and all
for one.’”” Then does not the expert and judicious housewife
appear specially marked out for taking an active part in the
direction and administration of such co-operative household ?
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Is not the provident mother of a family, attentively watchful
over even the smallest wants of those committed to her charge,
likely to prove much better fitted than any one else to watch
also over the interests, common or distinct, of the members
of such little republic ? Accustomed as she is to provide
for the material and moral well-being of those who form her
own domestic circle, is she not likely to take thought with
the same care and discrimination for the well-being of those
who compose the co-operative society ? She may, I think,
be trusted to suggest useful new services, or new measures
to initiate, and to see such judiciously carried through.

Lastly, I should like to see woman vindicating the true
ethical idea in the cp-operative sphere, guarding the sacred
fire, constituting herself the very heart and soul of co-opera-
tive institutions, and carrying into the world at large the
experience obtained in Co-operation. I should wish to see
Co-operation made the foundation upon which woman
may obtain the firm foothold nceded for carrying further
the struggle for her rights, aye, and for the possibility
of discharging all her becoming duties to society. Hence,
if co-operative women also struggle for the political vote,
if they claim to be allowed to take their proper part in the
management of the great social household of the nation, that
is not from vain glory, it is not because they flatter them-
selves that they represent a higher value to society than
men, but because they know that they represent a value
equal in worth but distinct in kind, and equally necessary
for the world’s welfare. Men and women alike, taken by
ourselves, we represent something incomplete. It is only
when we come to supplement one another, bringing the
two types of different qualifications into harmonious action,
that we approach perfection. A woman of superior culture
must still remain woman—feminine, not ** féministe ""—and
so doing we may expect that she will carry into the concert of
the social world that harmony the want of which still so often
makes public notes jangle.

It is not to be at all apprehended that really superior
women will ever neglect their duties as women, duties
inherent in their very nature, merely to become more active
outside. For all of us, whatever we are, the golden rule laid
down by Kingsley will ever hold good: ‘“ Do the duty that
lies nearest to thee.”” However, since Providence appears in
so many instances to have acted with blindness in leaving so
many women—and among them in many instances those
naturally best endowed—without ‘* hearth of their own, or
husband or children,” are their powers and talents neces-
sarily to be allowed to run unprofitably to waste ? The
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instincts of love, devotion, above all of maternal care
for others, springing from the innermost depths of feminine
being, as jets of living water, forced back upon themselves
they threaten to become turned into slow poison. Block up
the passage of a river, and you will infallibly find it digging
for itself & fresh channel through which to pour its fertilising
- waters on new ground ! And has not socicty at large everything
to gain from woman's judicious employment of her splendid
natural gifts, which idleness, and the absence of opportunities
for being put to good use, necessarily condemn to useless waste?
Her woman’s instinct, her innate leaning to the discharge
of a mother’s duties, may surely be trusted to dispose her to
select such sphere of activity as best accords with her gifts
and to devote herself to it conscientiously. Oh! "If our
institutions had nothing to gain from woman’s collaboration,
the struggle would not be worth while. However, we co-
operative women Believe steadfastly in the influence for good
of a woman who can discern her calling. That influence will
be found purifying and elevating ; it will prompt just and
equitable laws, regard for others and respect for oneself,
in the place of the easy morality which is now still so firmly
- rooted in our habits.

Such is the ideal which our co-operative women's guilds
propose to themselves., How far have we advanced on the
way to its realisation ?

On this point I shall have to speak with some reserve,
for T shall have to confess that my information on what
actually exists is not fully complete. Some of the co-opera-
fors concerned, to whom 1 have addressed enquiries, have
kindly answered them fully cnough, but others have kept
silence, giving proof thereby, 1 fear, of some little lack of
interest in the cause. Do they perhaps belong to the Co.
opeiators of the “ Old Testament” ? Let us hope not. In
any case 1 am not going to pronounce judgment against
them, but 1 hope that they wiﬁ come forward to fill them-
selves the gaps in my relation which th . silence has com.
pelled me to lecave; and that they will be able to do it
brilliantly.

In respect of importance and also of seniority the fore-
most place among women’s leagues belongs of right to the
Women’s Guild of England, powerful and majestic as it has
grown to be. Scotland and Ireland have likewise their own
Women’s Guild, organised like the English. It is now
being divided into two, one for each country; and the Irish
will be helped upon its way by a grant of £15 voted:to it by
the Co-operative Union. Next, at a long interval, follows our
own little League of the Netherlands, which is scarcely very
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firm yet upon its legs, but is none the less vigorous and in good
health. A French league, notwithStanding the loving care
bestowed upon it at its birth, has succumbed, as one may s say,
stillborn. There is, I am told, another Women's League in
Sweden, having twenty branches. I am advised that there are
1,000 members but I cannot say whether these branches are
mdependent org'mxsat:ons or only sections of other co-opera-
tive socicties. Since I have received no reply to my
mqmry I am not in a position to give any positive information
about it. [ am bound to assume- that in other countries in
which Co-operation plays an active part, such as Germany,
Denmark, Italy, Switzerland, and above all in Belgium, women
are loyal customers to their storos and that they have learnt
to understand the benefits which their co- -operative society
secures to them.  However, it is much to be feared that their
interest in Co-operation docs not extend much beyond that
point. In truth I have met women of this sort who, while
avowing themselves, no doubt sincerely enough, fervent co-
operators, have given no proof whatever of understanding
the meaning of the term. " Co-operation,”  they  said,
“Why that means the store, where yon can buy and
get part of your money back.” That, I apprehend, was
not precisely the meaning that the I.qmt.nl)lv Pioneers of
Rochdale attached to the word.

In Belginm Co-operation is designed to serve a political
purpose.  And if women there are loyal customers to their
societies, the reason to a great extent is, that they look upon
their stores as part and parcel of their party organisation.
Beyond this, they no doubt appreciate the material advan-
tages which  Co- -operation confers, the confinement benefit,
the sick relief, etc.  In some of the Belgian socicties they are
even eligible on the committee of management, and actually
take part in the management. But they do not appear to
trouble themselves much about propaganda. The woman’s
journal, La Femme Socialiste, does not ever even so much as
mention the subject of Co-operation.

In Germany married women have not only a recognised
right to join co-operative societies as members—which is not
the case in all other countries—but when the husband is in
a position of dependence and his superior will not allow him
to join the society his wife will become member in his
place. In some few places also, women have formed
propagandist committees, with the object of gaining
recruits for Co-operation.  Six German societies have placed
women members upon their committees of management.
Germany also rejoices in the possession of a fortnightly co-
operative newspaper for women, viz., Das Frauengenossen-
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schafisblatt, which has a circulation of 167,000 copies. How-
ever, it is not really a woman's paper, for it was founded by
the male secretary of the union and is not edited by women.
Moreover, this newspaper is about to become a mere popular
co-operative organ.

In Finland, Madame Hedwig Gebhard, one of the nineteen
women who have recently been elected to Parliament—where
she now sits by the side of her husband, likewise a member—
writes to us that the * Finnish women, since they are from
henceforth to enjoy precisely the same rights as men in their
co-operative societies, just as in politics, do not see the necessity
of forming distinct women’s societies.” I need not add that
women are under the circumstances equally eligible with
men to all offices and positions in the socictics. Just in pass-
ing 1 should like to observe that the new women members
of Parliament in ‘Finland have of- their own accord gone
through a preparatory course of training for their duties in
Parliament, giving proof thereby of the seriousness with
which they regard their new responsibilities.

In Italy there are one or two co-operative societies
of women. But they are not propagandist leagues,
devoting themselves to education, but simply ordinary
productive socictics of dressmakers, embroiderers and the
like, such as are well-known elsewhere. For my present
purpose 1 have not to consider these societies,

But how is it, I should like to ask the co-operators
“of Switzerland, that in their country, which is also mine,
there 1s no distinct organisation whatever of women co-
operators > There is a column in their paper published in
French, La Coopération, allotted to women's chat under the
title, *“Le coin des dames.” But I hcar that even that
modest tribute to femininity is to be done away with.

Since the British ‘* Women's Guild "’ at present is, and
probably will remain, the model on which all similar
organisations elsewhere are moulded, I will in the
first place endeavour to explain how it is constitutcd and
what it does. That task accomplished, I will go on to add
a few words about the kindred work done in Holland.

Formed in 1883, the British Women’s Guild has now
risen to a place of undoubted importance, numbering in its
ranks no fewer than about 23,000 members, grouped in
460 branches. During the twenty-four years of its existence
it has given proof of truly admirable activity.

The Women’s Guild has become a leading feature, a
recognised element of strength in the co-operative movement
of Great Britain. It has secured for itself the respect and
regard of men co-operators, who have many and many a time
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gladly testified their hearty appreciation of the excellent
work, the highly useful services which these women co-
operators have rendered. It also deserves to be mentioned
that the Women’s Guild has invariably been met with great
willingness and readiness to further its work by co-operative
societies, which have thereby greatly assisted it in extending
its influence, and above all in forming new branches.

Wherever there is a ro-operative store established, the
Women’s Guild finds the material ready to its hand which it
requires to work upon, for its work is to unite women who
are co-operators in an orgamsatlon formed to promote educa-
tion. As arule the society will gladly place a room for meeting
in at the women’s disposal. In concert with delegates from the
central committee or else with some individual propagandist,
it will next arrange an evening meeting at which the founda-
tion is as a rule laid for® the formation of a new branch. I
state this chiefly as something worthy of imitation.

By mecans of courses of lectures, of meetings, of popular
pamphilets written for the special purpose by the best informed
among its members, the Women’s Guild has, in the first place,
studicd to develop among the women whom it brings together,
the qualities which go to make good and loyal co-operators ;
after that it proceeds to instruct such women on social,
industrial, or political topics, in a word, it endeavours to
bring about rational, pacific and normal evolution in women.
Every year in Junc the Women'’s Guild holds its Congress,
at which it discusses some important question of
social or co-operative interest, which question has been
}la_evnously carefully considered at sectional gatherings.

hose who have, like myself, been fortunate enough to attend
meetings of this sort, cannot fail to have been struck with
the order and quiet which prevail at them, and also with the
sobriety and objectivity displayed in the discussions engaged
in. Simple working women express themselves with a
lucidity and ease which are often remarkable. The
excellent organisation of these gatherings, their admirable
- tone and the manner in which the questions brought forward

are dealt with, might well serve as a model not only for
similar women’s organisations in other countries, but for
congresses in general.

From the time of its formation the Women’s Guild has
set its face resolutely against ‘* Sweating,” and it has steadily
pressed upon co-operative societies the duty of procuring
their goods only from such other societies, or, if they must
go outside the co-operative circle, from such other establish-
ments, in which fully equitable conditions of labour prevail.
In 1895 the Guild instituted a formal enquiry into the hours
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of employment observed, the wages paid, and above all
the way in which women ‘workers are = treated, in
co-operative workshops. That inquiry has proved instru-
mental in bringing about a very wholesome and notable .
change in  the conditions of employment in co-operative
societies. ’iBeing strongly imbued with the spirit of the
Rochdale Pioneers, the Women’s Guild has also engaged
in a vigorous campaign against shop credit,~ It has inquired
into the means available for bringing the bencfits of Co-
operation within the reach of the very poorest. And nothing
can, in my opinion, exceed in touching interest, among all
incidents in the history of Co-operation, the truly noble
work that they have achieved in Sunderland.

Inside the co-operative movement the aim which the
Women’s Guild pursues is not to secure for its members a
distinct representation, but to make them all capable of taking
their proper place in the movement by the side of men, on
a footing of full equality. In this it may be assumed that
the Guild has already to a considerable degree succeeded,
seeing that some of its members fill some of the highest places
in the hierarchy of the movement.

The labour policy pursued by the Women’s Guild consists

in their systematically giving ‘their support to proposed
legislation which favours the interests of the working classes
~in respect of sanitary, moral and social conditions, and in
opposing all measures which appear to prejudice their interest.
Nevertheless, inasmuch as the efforts which the Women's
Guild may make in this direction cannot be fully effective
until women obtain the vote, and even become cligible for
Parliament, the Guild labours unwearyingly for the conquest
of full political rights for women, less with the object of
acquiring such rights for their own sake, than as a means of
obtaining direct influence upon the course of legislation.
- The limits set me for my paper do not permit me to
describe the ideal which the Women’s Guild has proposed to
itself and the means by which it is seeking to attain 1t other-
wise than in mere general outline. Whoever wishes for more
detail may easily obtain such by asking British delegates for
it. But I should like to add that the signal success of
the British League is in a very large measure due to the
devoted and unceasing work of its secretary, Miss Llewellyn
Davies, who is in truth the soul of the movement, and who
is happily well supported by an élite of intelligent and culti-
vated women. . - ,

And now a few last words on the Women’s Guild in
Holland, which was formed in 1900 on the lines$ of the British
Women’s Guild, its powerful elder sister. a



In what has become my adopted country circumstances
are unfortunately much less favourable to such action as is
here described than in Great Britain. Whereas in England the
Women's Guild found women co-operators ready to its hand,
whom it only needed to group together, at Amsterdam such
beings would scarcely have been found even by Diogenes
with his lantern. Accordingly the first- work which the
- founder of the league had to set herself to accomplish
was to group working women, in order to turn them
into co-operators.  Has she succeeded in this ? Only to
a very small extent, it must be owned. The Ilittle
union, which started with thirty members, has grown
only slowly At Amsterdam it does not yet number
more than a round hundred, and I could not honestly retend
that .all these are really co-operators in fact. But 1 ought
to add that in the Dutch capital there is not yet
any neutral co-operative store in existence; and the
members of our little “ Vrouwenbond ' are stlll too few in
number, and moreover too much scattered in respect of
habitation, to start a store of their own. There is a socialist
co-operative store, indeed, at which some of our women deal.
But the socialist women somehow will not join us. There is
a prospect of better things, for we have a neutral co-operative
bakery, which at our request has agreed to add a grocery
department to the first branch depot which it may establish.
\We have even better promise.  For a number of our members
propose to make arrangements for buying their fuel and
some necessary winter provisions in common and are now
collecting money for the purpose, saving so much per week
since last spring.

In the first years of its existence our Women’s League
was at great pains to establish a co-operative laundry. Un-
fortunately our efforts have led to no result, owing to the
considerable cost of the undertaking.

The experience gained at Amsterdam affords fresh
- proof of the truth of the old saw that an ounce of practice
1s worth any amount of even the most convincing theory.
Co-operation should be the foundation of our woman'’s
Guild, not its coping stone. It is useless to sing the praises
of a system which our people have not yet tasted,
and the Dutch people are by nature disposed to be
sceptical and distrustful. On the other hand, it does
not mean that all our efforts have ended in smoke. For
our members attend the fortnightly gatherings assiduously
enough, and on such occasions our cummittee is careful to
have selected subjects discussed which interest them and the
discussion of which promises to benefit them, subjects chosen
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alternately from such a¢ concern Co-operation or else
domestic economy and the home. By means of such dis-
cussions our members certainly acquire some practical know-
ledge, which stands them in good stead in their little circle
or their own family. Bevond that, although the seced sown
in soil. of the Dutch character germinates only slowly,
nevertheless it does germinate. No soil is so abso-
lutely arid that persistent effort and patience will not
bring forth something. The faith which moves mountains
has performed miracles much greater than this.

At the Hague a section of our Women'’s League, formed in
1902, made a most promising start and, thanks to its initiative,
a popular co-operative laundry was established in the town.
The obstagles in the way of its success were found here to be
less formidable than at Amsterdam, because, among other
things, building land was cheaper. Unfortunately, the
founder and first president of the section had to leave the
town not long after, and faith in the cause appcars to have
departed with her. In any case the vigorous growth of the
first period has been succceded by mere drowsy vegetation,
which, we know, lies not far off from atrophy. It must
be said, however, that unlike what was done at Amsterdam,
where all the members of the league were recruited from the
working classes, at the Hague it was rather women of the
humbler middle class who contributed the membership of the
section. Among such people there is a great desire for divi-
dend apparent in the pursuit of Co-operation, but very much
less zeal for social evolution.  The members in truth soon
appeared to lose interest in the advantages which the Women's
League offered to them. Regular gatherings grew less fre.
quent and came to be less attended. Nevertheless, recently
an attempt at reorganisation has proved a success, and things
now look brighter.

In one respect the Hague is under this aspect better off
than Amsterdam, for it owns a flourishing working men’s
co-operative distributive society, which is neutral in politics,
that is, the ‘ Volharding.” Unfortunately, the women
members of the *“ Volharding "’ have shown no inclination to
join the League. Our endeavour now should be to induce them
to do so. On one occasion we held a propagandist cvening
meeting for their benefit, which resulted in a fair success. About
fifty women actually applied for membership. And it is on
this reinforcement that the Hague section has now founded
its hopes, buckling afresh to its work. The section
appears, indeed, now to be bent upon redeeming lost time,
for its programme has become exceedingly ambitious. Its
members would set all the world right at a single stroke.
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Fortunately, the committee has been reconstituted at the
same time that the section wa¢d reorganised, and there are
heads in authority wise enough to discern the folly of under-
taking too much at a time. The committee is concentrating
its efforts in the first place upon providing confinement benefits
for members. :

Two years ago we made an attempt to form another
section of the League at Haarlem, where Co-operation for
housing purposes is prosperous.  There was no want of interest
shown. Nevertheless, after two winters of persevering cfforts,
we found ourselves compelled to give up the attempt, which
seemed all the less promising as there was not a single culti-
vated woman to be found inspired with sufficient good will
to make herself responsible for the leal. That is one of the
great difficulties that we have to struggle with ip lolland.
The working women are not yet sufficiently ripe for organising
themselves, and the women who have the requisite education
are indifferent. Only three or four have been found who
evince any interest at all ; and they cannot give up sufficient
time to do all that is needed.  They are the only ones to direct
the movement and to edit the little sheet of the Women'’s
League which the Dutch Co-operative Union very kindly has
undertaken. to print and to issue contemporancously with its
own organ the Maandblad. The Dutch Co-operative Union,
beyond that, assists our movement with a grant of 50 Horins,
which money we have applied to the holding of propagandist
evening mectings.

I cannot well go into the subject of the organisation and
the work of our League at length. Those who take an interest
in the matter will find ample particulars given in a paper
which I contributed to the last Congress of the Alliance.
I will only add that we shall be happy to place the resuits of
our experience at the service of any one whom they may
interest.

To sum up, the results obtained, more specifically in
England, may be taken to prove :

"That there are good grounds for forming Women’s Guilds
in the co-operative movement. Such guilds have proved most
valuable auxiliaries in the onward march of Co-operation.
So long as the guilds remain true to their ideal they are bound
to improve the standard value of the movement. \Women’s
leagues constitute a pacific and practical means of evolution
for women. They may be said to form a sort of preparatory
school for the social life which woman is called upon to live
in the future according to her faculties and so far as her

natural disposition permits.
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It is, then, desirable that co-operators should
encourage and support such associations, which may
prove of great utility ; that they should urge their own
women folk to form them and to give them the benefit of
their experience for their guidance. It is equally desirable
that women of higher culture should place their knowledge
at the disposal of their less well endowed sisters and
lead them on the upward but perilous path to eman-
cipation, on which many have already gone astray. That
will be better than mere philanthropic dilettantism. The
results are likely to prove more substantial and also more
lasting. It is desirable, in conclusion, that we all, men and
women alike, should labour together, hand in hand, each
within the limits of his or her ability, for the advance of the
reign of Co-operation, which is called upon to transform the
economic world, and to carry peace into thc feverish struggle
for existence now raging, and which, after uniting individuals,
may be trusted in due course also to link together nations,
under the sway of peace and of common prosperity. Co-
operation it is which seems destined to bring about * Peace
on earth and Goodwill towards men.”

[ J * *

THE CHAlrRMAN : The Central Committee moves the
following resolution :—

“ That the action of women, organised i Women's
Guilds, and adopting the aims by the pursuit of which
the Women's Co-operative Guild of England has shown
that most valuable services may be rendered to Co-opera-
tion for the benefit of the poorer classes, is to be welcomed
and heartily encouraged, with a view to the organisation
of Women’s Co-operative Guilds of the same type in
every country.”

Mgrs. HopGetT (English Women'’s Co-operative Guild) :
I should like to emphasise one or two points in the paper,
and to show the part that co-operative women are taking
in this movement, especially the part taken by the Women's
Guild. The members of the Guild are specially trained.
As buyers we are most particular to see that our goods are
produced under good conditions. \We do propaganda work
in our own neighbourhoods, and beyond that, there are
thousands of women shareholders in their own right, taking
an active part in the movement, influencing the policy of the
various societies, and taking part as members of management
committees. It has been said that some of these women
are as good men as any on the committee. (Applause.)
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The part taken by women is also shown in our winter pro-
gramme. We deal with credit, the wages of women em-
ployees, the condition of the poor and how to help them, the
collective use of profits, and medical aid. Just as we try to
make our individual societies progressive, so the united
Guild aims at- effecting this in the country as a whole. The
voice of a woman is heard supporting the rights of women,
the suffrage, and equal representation. The Women'’s Co-
operative Guild recently joined in a deputation to the Prime
Minister on the question of the suffrage. Many of our women
are taking part in the administration of the Poor Law, and
we are anxious to co-operate with the men in all that will
work for the good of th:- people. I hope, as a result of this
question being brought hefore this Congress, that there may
be similar Guilds formed in every country where it is possible.
The latest Guild formed is in Sweden, with thirty-three
branches, and over 1,000 women members. I hope it will
not be long before we have an international congress of co-
operative women. (Applause.)

Mks. Bury (English Women’s Co-operative Guild): I
am here from the English Women'’s Co-operative Guild to try
and interest the women of other nationalities in our specifi-
cally women'’s work for the co-operative movement. First,
we have an economic value which could not possibly be
despised, for without the women the co-operative movement,
so far as distribution is concerned, would not do much.
(Applause.) Therefore, it is to the advantage of the move-
ment to encourage its women as much as possible to take a
legitimate part in all its work. We have also a propagandist
value that is not to be overlooked. We can do much in the
way of propaganda, especially among the women, and the
women are the supporters of the movement. From these
two standpoints every society would gain an advantage.
The Guild for over twenty years has been educating its co-
operative women, and we think we have now arrived at the
age of maturity and are quite fitted to take our place in the
ranks and do all we can to help on the movement. What
English women have done, we want you in other countries
to do also. We educate our women co-operatively and
socially, and at the same time believe in the political freedom
of women. In the evolution of woman, we think that if the
knowledge she gains individually be brought to bear collec-
tively in the co-operative movement, that movement must
be richer by the use of this talent and ability than it would
be without it. e claim only equal opportunity. (Hear,
hear.) We don’t want to compete with the men, either in
the movement or in the nation, but we wish to complete the
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round, give both sides of the question, and work together
in the common cause of humanity. The only limitation
must be the limitation of ability. I hope you will organise
your women-kind, and start branches of the Guild in your
various countries. '

Miss EpiTH BRADLEY (late Warden of the Lady Warwick
Agricultural College) : The concluding paragraph of Madame
Treub-Cornaz’s paper provides me with a text for my speech.
She says ** it is equally desirable that women of higher culture
should place their knowledge at the disposal of their less well
endowed sisters, and lead them on the upward path to eman-
cipation, on which many have already gone astray. That will
prove worth more in practical effect than mere philanthropic:
dilettantism. The results are likely to prove more substantial
and also more lasting.” This principle, I venture to affirm,
has been that which has guided my work for Women and
Agriculture for the last ten years. '

It was my pleasure and privilege ten years ago—in 1898
—to initiate for the Countess of Warwick, the Agricultural
Scheme for Women. It consisted of three parts, each part
complete in itself, but requiring a happy combination of the
three to complete the whole. The beginning, or first part,
was the necessary training in the lighter branches of Agri-
culture, which would enable women of higher culture to adopt
agriculture as a profession by which they could make a liveli-
hood.

The students having received their training, would
naturally require the support of a certain section of the
public to give them employment whereby they could gain
experience before embarking on farms or gardens of their
own. Therefore, it was necessary to form an Association of
men and women interested in the new departure which the
scheme represented. This was the second part of the scheme.
The necessity of a Registry for Employed and Employers
was soon obvious, and this naturally helped to complete the
outline of work, carried on in the second section of the
scheme.

By a very simple process of evolution, it would follow
that among an aggregation of women of varied ages, of varied
substance, and of varied ambitions, there would be some
who would want to start for themselves in the particular
branch of Agriculture in which they had been trained, as soon
as that training was complete, Many students have followed
this natural sequence—have acquired their own farms and
gardens, and have worked them successfully, but there are
many more who from various causes, such as a natural
timidity to embark on responsibilities alone, a shortness of
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capital, or other reasons, have hesitated, or indeed, abandoned
the idea of starting for themselves.

It is for such as these that the third and last section of
the scheme was planned. It is this section, the formation
of a Small Holdings Settlement on Co-operative principles,
which is yet awaiting its evolution. That such an organisa-
tion is not yet in existence, argues no unnatural adjournment
in the realisation of the ideal, but rather the natural and
healthy growth of the whole movement.

Leaving the Settlement alone for a moment, let us see,
as an International Congress, where this movement connecting
Women and Agriculture stands in other countries.

La - year, when I was in Rome, I was impressed by the
great interest taken in the subject. It is true that no definite
steps had been taken, so far as I could ascertain, to establish
any sort of college, or training school for women, but there
were many highly cultured men and women in favour of this
being done. Near Milan, Miss Aurelia Josz had established
at Niguarda—an old palace, part of which had been placed
at her disposal—classes for instructing young Italian girls
of the middle class, daughters of shopkeepers and owners,
or occupiers, of comparatively small estates, in Gardening,
Poultry keeping, and Housewifery (as we call it). Miss Josz
hoped that when trained, these girls would help their relations
in the cultivation of their holdings, or start some of their
own. Here we see the same idea running through the work.

I do not know if that splendid Italian organisation
" Le Cattedre Ambulanti di Agricoltura '’ extends its instruc-
tion and influence to women ; if it does, then Italy,in Agricul-
ture as in Co-operation, is making huge strides forward.

In Russia, Baroness Budberg has had for nineteen years,
a school on her estate at Poniemone in the Baltic Provinces,
where she has instructed numbers of women of high birth,
in those branches of Agriculture required in the management
of their own estates. Here again, we see the expansion of
the movement, Do not our women landowners often require
a similar training ?

At Buda-Pesth also, I learn a movement is on foot for
the establishment of a college on the same lines, to train
young Austrian and Hungarnan girls.

To come nearer home, Germany has a large School of
Agriculture and Horticulture, situated on the beautiful banks
of the Rhine, Domestic Economy is taught at this school.
I may add that the late Empress Frederick of Germany took
a deep interest in the work there -carried on, as also in the
Lady Warwick College, of which I was the Head.
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In Sweden too, the idea has taken root. In addition
to two private schools for ladies, kept by ladies, a large and
new School of Instruction in the lighter branches of Agricul-
ture has been opened this year by the Fredrika Bremeft
Society.
In France there are three schools of this kind, two being
practical Schools of Dairy Farming, at Coctlogon, near Rennes,
and at Kerliver (Finisterre)—the other is at Monastier (Haute
Loire). _
In summarising the progress of the movement, it is a
most interesting fact, that in all countries it has been started
on parallel lines to those indicated at the commencement of
my speech, and with the same ultimate object, but so far no
organisation for this has been formed. Thercfore, 1 venture
to hope, that in Engldnd, the first Agricultural Scttlement
will be established on some such lines as T have suggested,
and that the earnest co-opecration of those connected with it
may make it a model for other countrics. :

Mrs. LAIRD (Scottish Women's Co-operative Guild):
I think it is always interesting to come to these conferences ;
one can gain such valuable knowledge, and have one’s outlook
widened. A great deal has been said about the Women'’s
Guild, as to whether or not it justifies its existence. Well,
I know that in England, where they have 24,000 Guild-
women, it does an enormous amount of good, and is of great
help to the co-operative movement. We in Scotland only
number 9,000 members at present ; but we consider that
a large number for the time we have been in existence.  The
Guild takes up such subjects as the temperance question,
sweated industries, and credit trading, and we feel that if
we only do a little good on each of these questions we are
accomplishing much. (Hear, hear.) Since I came to Cre-
mona ] have had 'one or two discussions with certain gentle-
men, who seemed to think that ‘the co-operative movement
would get on just as well as now without women ; but I must
say that I think we are a very great power in the movement.
If you take the temperance question, you will find strict
teetotallers who hesitate to say all that they think; they are
afraid to do so. But we women just say what we think.
(Hear, hear.) 1 find that straight hitting from the shoulder
is ‘much better than beating about the bush. The Women's
Guild, I may add in conclusion, is organising a large Congress
of ‘all parties and all creeds at the present time to take place
in Glasgow against this industrial disease of sweating. The
Congress will be held next month, and we are hoping it will
give great satisfaction. The housing problem is another of
the questions with which we deal in our quiet way. (Applause.)
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Mr. G. H. Vo~ KocH (Swedish Co-operative Union) :

I should like to say a few words regarding women'’s part in
the co-operative movement in Sweden. I think we all agree
that it is quite impossible to carry on a co-operative business
without the assistance of the women. But although we are
aware of that simple, but important fact, we generally do
very little to interest our women colleagues in the work for
co-operative principles. At least, we Swedes did very little
in that direction until last autumn, when the first Women'’s
Co-operative Guild was founded in one of our country towns,
It proved a great success and was soon followed by other
similar associations. And then, three weeks ago, we got as
far as holding our first Women’s Guild Congress, where no
fewer than thirty-two Guilds with 1,400 members, were
. represented. It was ‘the Co-operative Union of Sweden that
paved the way for the Congress and provided the necessary
funds. The Congress was a complete success. It passed
resolutions against credit-trading and in favour of sound
co-operative principles being observed in productive works ;
and at the conclusion a Union of Women’s Co-operative
Guilds was formed. There is cvery reason to believe that
this newly born movement will soon spread all over Sweden.
[ should like to tell you of another interesting under-
taking, which, 1 believe, stands alone among co-operative
enterprises—the Women'’s Distributive Society, called the
“Swedish Homes,” in Stockholm. This organisation was
formed without the assistance of any man, and is managed
entircly by women, the only man in the business being em-
ployed in carrying the goods round to the customers. This
unusual society was founded in 1905 by Miss Anna Whitlock,
a schoolmistress. It was from the outset based on pure
Rochdale principles, credit trading being especially excluded.
A great deal of interest in the new organisation was soon
aroused among the middle and upper classes, and among the
working women too. The price of food-stuffs was, and still
is, extraordinarily high in Stockholm, and many women,
who had a hard struggle to make both ends meet, saw in the
new enterprise something that specially met their wants,
and also a social duty which was very suitable for women.
No wonder, then, that it soon attracted members. The first
shop was opened at the end of 1905, when there were 400
members in the society. Now the membership is about a
thousand and the capital is over 35,000 Swedish crowns
(£1,972). Everything looked promising for the young and
hopeful society, until a few months later it was boycotted
by the wholesale dealers. However, I am alad to say that
the boycott did not kill the women’s organisation. The able
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and determined leaders of the sociéty bought their goods in
other Swedish towns and, in some instances, they also went
abroad for them. Unhappily the boycott still exists, but
the society is going ahead by leaps and bounds, in spite of
every persecution. In 1906, the first year, the sales amounted
to 140,000 Swedish crowns (£7.888): although interest was
paid at the rate of four per cent. on capital, no dividend
was declared. During the first six months of this year the
sales have increased by more than sixty-eight per cent., as
compared with those of last year ; and the society will be
able, probably, to pay a dividend besides paying interest on
capital. The society has now two shops, and a third will be
opened this autumn. Although I have drawn your attention
" to concerns run by women in my country, I don’t mean to
argue from that that women ought to have their own separate
co-operative societies. On the contrary, 1 consider it best
for men and women to work together in the co-operative
movement, although, in this special case, when the women
started for themselves, it proved a success. That success
* has spurred the women on to develop all their qualities, in
point of economy and otherwise, and has served to show
male co-operators that there are numbers of women whose
services the co-operative movement cannot dispense with,
if it is to go on and prosper.  And once that trauth has been
brought home to us we shall not be able to deny to women
their proper share in the work of leading and organising
co-operative associations,

M. S D Borobarwsky (Russia) @ In co.operative
matters there is no woman's question in Russia. Women
enjoy the same privileges as men in practically every branch
of social and economic life. It is true that they have as yet
no political rights, but no doubt that will soon come.

As regards the co-operative movement, Russian women
are not only allowed to be members of socicties, but they may
also tke their seat on managcment comiaittecs. We have
man) People’s Banks in Russia, which are organised and
managed by women. We know certain societies in which
women are members of the supervising committee.  And in
some distributive societics women are doing very good work
side by side with the men. Women are also successfully
carrying on among our people co-operative propaganda.

However, in addition to this, women's work is to be met
with in our productive societies or arfels of various descrip-
tions. The greater number of these conform to written rules
and operate in the towns. It is difficult to give the exact
number of such societies, but Mr. N. Levitzky, our energetic
organiser of productive associations, puts it down at about
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200. Some among them are made up exclusively of women.
Mr. Levitzky, who has had a good deal to do with them,
reports very well of three of these women's societies, the
500 members of which are engaged in purifying and loading
grain. I myself know also of several exclusively women’s
socicties at St. Petersburg, the members of which are book-
keepers, chemists, &c., and these are also doing well.

Still I must say that in some cases men who are at the
head of societies complain that their women colleagues are
quarrelsome and talkative, that they expect an extraordinary
amount of consideration shown to them and that they are
offended if fault is found with them.

From what I have just said, it is evident that there is
no need to form Women’s Guilds in Russia, to defend the
- rights of women in co-operative matters. Still, at the same
time, onc may say that in this sphere of economic life women
ought to cnjoy all the privileges that men have. But of
course this can only be the case as long as women co-operators
do not forget that they are merely workers for the common
cause, and not representatives of the fair sex. '

Mue. Trevs.Coryaz: [ have abstained from reading
you an account of our Guild work in the Netherlands, 5o as
to save your time.  One of the most valuable qualities i a
member of a Congress is that of forcing self-denial on oneself.
Now [ should have had much pleasure in telling you what we
have done in the Netherlands and it would not have been
without interest. I mentioned in my paper what the English
Guilds’ work consists of, because I considered this necessary
for a due comprehension of the utility of Women's Co-opera-
tive Guilds. However, I propose that we now end the dis-
cussion of the fourth question, because we have still to deal
with the very interesting third question.

Tue CHAIRMAN : Like Mme. Treub-Cornaz, T think
there is no need of further discussion. Everybody is agreed
on the matter, so why prolong the proceedings, when there
is other business. I am sorry to deprive any man of the right
to speak, but you must sce that Congress wishes no more
on this question. I therefore ask you to thank Mme. Treub-
Cornaz very heartily and sincerely for the splendid paper
she has given us to-day, and, at the same time, to vote on
the resolution which has been proposed by the Central Com-
mittee.

The resolution was then carried unanimously.

THE CHAlRMAN @ We shall now go back to the discussion
on the third question before the Congress, ** What can Co-
operation do to help Working Men and Small Cultivators in
‘their Daily Life.”
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* S16NOR VERGNANINI—(cheers) : The turn taken by the
dcbate, which is prolonging itself right to the end of the
Congress, has made it evident to me that it would be im-
possible to specak on the particulars 1 have collected in my
report. So I hasten to speak on the paper read by the re-
porters, so as to have an opportunity of at least introducing
the principal ideas contained in my report and which bear
on those expressed by my two colleagues. I am entirely in
agreement with the two reporters. The resolution proposed
by the one and the conclusions arrived at by the other coincide
with my own views ; only I consider that something is still
lacking to complete the ideas which I and many of my com-
rades hold on the subject of Co-operation. Signor Garibotti
has formulated the advantages which the co-operative form
of organisation confers on the working classes ; he has clearly
shown that Co-operation is a most complete and useful
instrument in the struggle which the working classes have
begun against capitalistic exploitation. Co-operation is,
then, a perfected and most useful instrument. The adoption
of Co-operation as a weapon by the working classes ought,
I think, to satisfy both my friends and co-believers and those
who do not hold our views, for if on the one hand it succeeds
in wresting improvements and economic advantages from our
adversaries, on the other it affords <ecurity to the bourgeoiste
of a more elevated and civilised struggle, for it places on the
shoulders of the proletariat responsibilities which compel it
to reckon with the realities of life and to realise its duties.
(Applause.)

I will now briefly state that if Co-operation is to be
really useful, if it is to be a real instrument of emancipation
in the hands of the proletariat, if it is to solve along with the
working class question the social question, it must be directed
towards the integral form, which embraces and comprises
production, exchange and. consumption ; for, unfortunately,
more or less evei ywhere, but more especially in my country,
we are beginning to sec in the midst of the co-operative
organisations the germs of the same tendencies and-the same
evils which are at the root of the disorder prevailing in our
present social system. We find in the co-operative associa-
tions, even when they are those of working men, the sane
defects which characterise the bourgeois régime : already
selfish tendencies, trade monopolies, are beginning to make
themselves felt which may give rise in the future to a more
oppressive tyranny than that ot fhe bourgeoisie. It is neces-
sary, it is urgent that the organisers of the workers use all
their influence with such organisations to prevent these abuses.
We are in the midst of the people not only, as some of our
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- encmies insinuate, to flatter and incite it, but also to teach it
its duties. We openly tell the trade societies that if they use
Co-operation solely as an instrument to promote their own
personal interests they will not contribute one jot to the
transformation of the social system. The trade societies,
the co-operative labour socicties, and those for pmductlon
must subordinate their own interests to the wider interests
of the working class consumers.  Now it seems to me that if
the question is put thus it will be easy to come to an under-
standing, more especially as the resolution proposed by our
Belgian comrades is drawn on lines within which our views
are perfectly included.

Working class Co-operation, to be really useful to the
workers must, then, rest on the basis of consumption. I do
not mean to say by this that trade co-operative societies
should not be formed” On the contrary, they are most neces-
sary, for it is in their midst that class consciousness and
solidarity bhegin to be formed ; but when these co-operative
productive and labour socicties have aftained a certain
degree of development they must be reminded and recalled
to a due sense of solidarity and act in harmony with the
co-operative societies of u)n\nmcrs And you will allow me
to lay special stress on the class character which 1 wish to
impress on these co-operative societies, so that they may act
seriously in the interests of the working class, which to-day
is in a position of inferiority if compared with the middle
classes.  Before attaining class harmony we shall have to
pass through many other stages and we must go in for class
struggle, which does not spell class-hatred, but means, as we
have repeatedly pointed out, organisation by categories,
organisation of interests. All you delegates of co-operative
societies are engaged in a class struggle, when you unite
in co-operative associations, the small airymen against the
combines of the great producers, against the monopolies
exercised by the strongest.  (Applause.) You are all of you
engaged in a class struggle every day, and are you unwilling
that the working classes should also unite and form their
class co-operative societies to fight the coalitions of adverse
interests 2 (Applause.)

Having thus given a humane and civilised interpretation
to the phrase * class struggle ” I think that we all shall be
able to vote with enthusiasm the resolution and the conclusions
submitted to this Congress. We have seen the names of men
of diverse nationalities and diverse political convictions
subscribe to the resolution proposed by Bertrand : that
resolution has the support of socialists, conservatives, and
persons of neutral opinion—which shows that Co-operation,
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even when viewed in relation tosits ultimkte aims can, at least
as far as voting a resolution is concerned, unite all, to what-
ever party they belong. It is a strange miracle, but it has
taken place to-day. And if to-day we are all of one opinion
in voting this resolution let us hope that we shall be so when
it is put into practice. Anyhow, as this resolution will un-
doubtedly be put into practice—for Co-operation is a spon-
taneous growth which carries away with it men, thoughts,
and ideas—we may safely say that if all will not work to
ut it into practice, we shall anyhow be there to carry it to
its logical conclusions. (Loud applause.)
Herr A. VoN ELM (Germany) moves the following
resolution :—

“That the International Co-operative Congress,
met at Cremona, recommend co-operative organisition
to the labouring population of the towns and country
not only in view of the great material advantages it offers,
but also as being an efficacious means of constantly
increasing their economic influence inside of the society
and of rendering them more capable of autonomous
administration on a democratic basis and more especially
for gradually placing them in possession of the means
of production of agricultural and industrial products,
thus giving strength and authority to the co-operative
principle of solidarity as opposed to egotism, which to-day
prevails, and thus contribute to the civil salvation of the
nations on the basis of humanity and progress,

“That the Seventh International Co-operative Con-
gress, gathered at Cremona, recommend to the industrial
labouring population of all the countries not only solid-
arity amongst themselves but also with the co-operative
_organisations of the rural labourers, by striving to aid
them by jurchasing as far as possible their products.

“ That finally, the “cventh International Co-opecra-
tive Congress of Cremona advise the international
exchange of products between the co-operative organisa-
tions of distribution and the agricultural ones of all
countries unless this be absolutely prevented by pro-
hibit’i,ve customs, duties, or other hindrances to importa-
tion.

Fellow co-operators! We Germans. are very cautious
people, and we are not always so because at the bottom
of our hearts we wish to cautious, but because we
have to be cautious. We act rather on the principle :
‘ Some things may be done, but not said.” And when we
read the resolution proposed by our Italian and Belgian
friends, we said to ourselves that we should be conjuring
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up sad times for Co-operation‘ in our country, if we had
to follow such a resolution as that. We said to ourselves
that a resolution should be so worded as to satisfy all aims,
to enable everyone to vote for it, whatever be his rehgxon
his politics, his nationality. Each nation has its own particu.-
lar circumstances, and these special conditions ought to be
considered at an International Congress. But our Belgian
and Italian friends are mistaken in thinking that an Inter-
national Congress can pass resolutions which will specially
serve their particular objects and the circumstances of thesr
country. It is conceivable that that might become a source
of danger for some other country, where the conditions are
quite different. For example, the Italian resolution recom-
mends us to form * case popolari campagnole.” This .ort
of co-operative society would be simply impossible for us in
Germany. It is quie out of the question for us to unite
Fohtxcal trade unionist and co-operative aims in one society.
f we wished to do that, we should from that moment be on
the high road to ruin, in consequence of our co-operative
law.  Our friends will not have realised this and that accounts
for the misunderstandings and the resentment which is felt
against us, because we do not at once vote for their resolution.
However, we do not do this because we wish to create a
disturbance, or because we are not in sympathy with their
efforts, but because we think that no resolution ought to be
passed at an International Congress, which is only applicable
to one or two countrics—the international character of the
resolution must be such as to adapt itself to all circumstances.
In the Italian resolution the lcasing of land is recommended
to co-operative societies. We should never be in favour of
this, but of the ownership of the land. We did not
vote yesterday for the Italian resolution because that would
have quite a different meuning for us Germans, it would
simply mean for us that what land we now have as common
property was to be handed over to the agrarians and large
capitalists. 1 have not time to go into further details on
this point.
}l‘he Belgian resolution also does not quite hit the mark.
Part of it contains conceptions which in Germany mean just
the reverse of what they do in Belgium. We recognise the
Belgian circumstances, we admire the wealth of energy,
idealism, and \uhdamy which is to be found in the Belgian,
French, and Italian co-operative societies, but we cannot
approve of their methods on account of our laws, on account
of our circumstances, which are quite different to theirs.
We therefore said to ourselves that we must draw up some-
thing in which all can concur, to which all can subscribe,
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the social democrat no less than he who is prepared to go a
few steps forward with us. # We are developing, we wish to
go forward, all are welcome, we keep none out, our aim is the
-principle of solidarity. All are welcome, who have a feeling
heart for the labouring classes and are ready to fight shoulder
to shoulder with us.

Furthermore, the interests of agricultural co-operative,
societies are in no way so brought out in the resolution as to
show that the union between town and country is of the
utmost importance, more particularly for the agricultural
“societies. Let town and country be united for joint action
and then we shall succeed in attaining our object. . We are,
therefore, the best friends of your agricultural co-operative
~ societics and we willingly recognise that you have even done
more in this direction than we have in Germany.  We believe
that you can agrce to our resolution, that you can vote in
favour of it, because it expresses what we all want—the
principle of solidarity and co-operation which unites us all.

THE CHAIRMAN : The position is such that I think every
man and woman can adopt the resolution, and 1 believe the
Committee would adopt it as well, because it has a neutral
ring about it and can be applied to all countries.  Can you
not agree that this discussion should now close and adopt
Herr Von Elm’s resolution ? Would our Belgian friends
agree to this ? 1 have no wish to stifle discussion,

M. SErwy: The representatives of four nationalitics
endorse our resolution. '

A DELEGATE : How many speakers have you ?

THE CHAIRMAN : Fifteen. 1 think if you take one from
each country, you will have enough.

SIGNOR LuzzaTTi @ It seems to me that it would be out
of place to decide now which resolution is to be put to the
vote when speakers who, I think, represent opinions different
to those so far expressed, have not yet ««oken. At a Congress
such as ours we must all submit to the majority when the
vote is taken, but all majorities are in duty bound to listen
to the opinions which are laid before them. 1 think it advis-
able not to discuss formulas but to call on the speakers who
have given in their names. (Applause.) .

[ earnestly request our Chairman, and I press my point,
for I am better acquainted with this assembly than he is,
not to try to come to a decision before at least some of the
speakers who have given in their names have been hcard.
I do not think that speeches alter opinions, but I think that
some of the speakers represent opinions which cannot be
refused a hearing in this assembly.

H
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SiGNOR Norri—(who wad received with cheers): 1
speak in the name of thirty Italian co-operative organisations
of all descriptions, with a membership of not less than 130,000
workers, and in the first place I wilf preface my remarks by
enquiring whether these co-operative societies which have
adhered to the Congress, but are not entitled to a vote in its
proceedings, will be admitted to-day, or later, to join this
co-operative alliance. My enquiry is justified by the moral
and economic nature and tendencies of the co-operative
societics on behalf of which I speak. When this Congress
was opened, laudatory reference was made to the idea, which
is embodied also in the Rules of the Alliance, that Co-opera-
tion is above and outside class distinctions.

We maintain that this is not true in the case of the
workers—(bravo) ; that the workers are a class which con-
stitutes the majority, though as yet an unconscious majority,
of society, and that, as such, this class is opposed to and at
war with the other, the capitalist classes.

Therefore should the workers, in joining the co-operative
movement abandon the class movement they would be favour-
ing, even without wishing so to do, the interests of their
natural adversaries ; and for this reason the workers do not
look upon Co-operation as an end in itself but as a powerful
instrument for the evolution and education of their own class.
(Bravo.) Resistance, mutuality no longer satisfy their needs,
and they have taken up Co-operation, which they use as a
weapon in the struggle for their ultimate emanctpation.

SiGNOR LuzzatTi: You have taken it up too late!

SigNorR Norri: The workers took up Co-operation the
day on which they became conscious of their rights, Signor
Luzzatti. They could not take it up before because then
they were not free workers, they were not citizens ; they
took it up when they could. They have entered into the
co-operative arena and they have not restricted themselves
to the aflirmation of a principle or the support of a theory,
but they have at once made use of Co-operation as a powerful
instrument in favour of their class. The co-operative societies
which they have rapidly won over from political neutrality,
or which they have founded, have all attained great import-
ance, which shows that by making use of them as a means to
an end they have not destroyed them, but brought them
back to their original character which was cminently pro-
letarian. “For we must not forget that even at Rochdale
Co-operation was the direct offspring of the workers in their
cfforts to defend their own class interests./ Therefore by
following this line of action, we do not transform Co-operation
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but we bring it Back to its original purposes and march
forward towards its real goal.

Meantime, in Italy we bring you face to face with an
accomplished fact, s.c., class co-operation, which is the
.integral expression of resistence and of all the other forms
which the defence of the working classes has assumed, with
a view to the gradual improvement and ultimate emancipa-
“tion of the workers ; and in so doing it is not true to say that
we are going in for politics, in the sense meant by the Rules
of the Alliance, 1.¢., for politics in the strict sense of the word,
politics void of economic significance, and which only represent
a form of class domination. No, the workers in their class
struggle are acting politically only inasmuch as there is
nothing in the world which is not political in a certain sensc
—(applause)—for all our acts, the very bread which we eat
has a political significance since it is a result of the class
struggle.

Therefore we enquire of you : will you admit us to your
Alliance which denies this struggle, which refuses to believe
in it, in spite of the fact that the co-operative societies which
belong to this Alliance already wage amongst themselves, as
Vergnanini pointed out, a class struggle ?

You of the bourgeoisie, you of the capitalist classes,
who strive with your co-operatives to climinate the middle-
man and to transform one phase of commerce and industry,
how can you deny the right of the workers on their side to
struggle for the transformation of capitalism which exploits
them and by means of which, and side by side with which,
they can never hope to rise to the dignity of citizens, to the
equality and to the justice of men ? I repeat, we do not go
in for the kind of politics which you refer to, and I was pain-
- fully surprised to hear our comrade Von Elm say whilst speak-
ing on behalf of Germany, that the class struggle and class
co-operation are not possible in that country as such co-opera-
tives would be prohibited. Comrade Elm, in Italv also our
associations were prohibited and dispersed but we lLuve risen
again more powerful than before : learn fromus. (Applause.)

SiGNOR Luzzatri: If capitalism is the phyloxera of
capital, I am its enemy. :

Frau StEINBACH (Germany): Fellow co-operators !
The last Italian speakers to whom we have listened have
uttered an opihion which goes far to strengthen my conviction
that this International Congress, which is intended to further .
unity among the various nations, will only do more to bring .
them apart—owing to misunderstandings. I was asked to-
day to support a resolution in favour of the adoption of

Hl
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‘“ Esperanto " at Congrésses such as this. I did so with :
most heartfelt pleasure, in the hope that a time would come

when misunderstandings would be altogether avoided by the
use of ‘' Esperanto.” ' You Italian, French, and Belgian .
comrades can have no idea how painful it is for us from .
Hamburg, the citadel of Germany’s social democracy, to .
stand before you here as enemies cf the working men’s move.
ment, we who, as a matter of fact, are merely making pre-
parations for the fight against Capital, against the capitalist
rule -of the world. I am exceedingly glad to meet at this

International Congress in Italy, a Minister of State who is not
ashamed to declare openly that he is on the side of those—
(H. E. Signor Luzzatti interposed here)—who attack
capitalism, certainly with a great dificrence as regards methods
and aims. His Excellesicy might allow me first to finish my
speech. If His Excellency wishes to fight against capitalism,
in order to create peace, then he has comrades in Germany
too, in Switzerland, everywhere ; even among people who
profess to be representatives of the distributive co-operative
movement, and who, for their part also wish to free the working
classes. There are such people, however, unlikely it may
sound, who wish to do this by peaceful means alone, for they
exclude class-warfare altogether.  Persons with such illusions
are not for us Germans : if they were, we should have been
able to follow Schulze-Delitzsch. Schulze-Delitzsch wanted
something very sensible, but we believe that we want some-
thing more sensible still. We have had distributive societies
in Germany since time immemorial, but these societies make
it their chief aim, as you are probably all aware, to provide
material advantages, in the shape of a division of the net
profits among their members as dividend. We in Hamburg
—and I beg your kind attention to this point, and especially
that of the translator, because it deals with a serious mis-
apprehension, which we wish to set right—have for the first
time made an attempt, which has hitherto been successful
to a certain extent, so that men, whom I will not name, but
who are highly esteemed and honoured in the working men’s
movement throughout the world, to hear whose names makes
every one's heart beat faster, have recently told us: “ We
thought you were merely illusionists, utopians, but we confess
to-day that you have conquered us, that you have built up
the right thing.”” We represent a co-operative society which,
as in all other such societies, has excluded by rule all political,
trade unionist, and other aims, as we are obliged to do in
Germany. We suffer from bad laws in our country, but it is
not only these laws—my friend Von Elm had no time to
explain this further to you—which have prevented us from
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doing what our Belgian and [talian comrades want us to do.
We cannot do it because weado not consider this the practical
way to fight the battje. We do not wish the profits of the
co-operative societies, amounting to many thousands, to be
employed for purposes which cannot be for the good of all.
Supposing that a political, or a trade union fight breaks out
in a certain place, we might feel impelled to decide that the
society was under an obligation to use its superfluous capital
in order to support a shoemakers' strike, or a bricklayers’
strike, or a tailors’ strike.

Fellow co-operators ! Capital to-day is still so powerful,
that we shall not succeed in- conquering it by means of the
trade union movement alone. We have recently had a great
dockers’ strike in Hambusg, which cost the capitalists of the
Hamburg harbour £600,000. They have more thousands
behind them. If the trade unionist money bags are empty,
then every single working man must be able, as in the case
of the English miners, to draw out his accumulated capital
from his store and that is the reason why we formed the
‘“ emergency fund " in our society. This fund accumulates
in each member’s name till it reaches £56. This remains as
a nest-egg against the time of necessity, fight, or conquest.
(The President here sounded his bell.) My time is up, so I
can explain no further. We do not want capitalists to have
the chance of bringing us to starvation again before our time.
We must arm ourselves, so that every single working man
may brave the battle.

M. CaTtHALA : 1 consider that the facts 1 wish to put
before you are appropriate to the subject we are discussing.
I speak here on behalf of four co-operative organisations in
the same village, all being members of the International
Co-operative Alliance. It appears to mec very important,
in addition to the semi-official or official statements that have
been made, to show that side by side with Co-operation such
as it is conceived to be in high places, there is also a co-opera-
tive system, a co-operative doctrine, which carries out the
sotialist doctrines to their uttermost ends, among the lower
classes of the population, among the small proprictors and
among the agricultural classes. In a certain district of the
South of France there is a village of 1,900 inhabitants, all of
them small land-owners, and you know how jealous the small
landowner is of his little bit of land, and how full of pre-
judice he is! In five or six years, thanks to the active
assistance of our friends, of the co-operative press of Paris,
and of the whole of France, thanks also to the never ceasing
collaboration of our Wholesale Societies, Maraussan has
become a shining example of what the socialist doctrine can
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accomplish in rural districts# It is not the agricultural
labourer, who has been won over to socialist theories, but the
small landowner. And we do not come here with bare state-
ments, but can back them up with official statistics. The
rural bank of Maraussan is at the present moment. the most
powerful in France. It did & business, in 1906, of £64,000.
The agricultural syndicate attached to it has already sold
£20,000 to £24,000 ‘vorth of raw produce. The productive
society, formed with a capital of £104, and having for its
only object to accumulate a collcctlvc property, now docs
an annual trade, after five years’ work, of £42,640. The
distributive socicty, in a little village like ours, daily turns
over £22; and that also does not share out the profits of its
trading. You sce how interesting«it is to point out to you
the effects of socialist action on rural co-operation. Our
Italian comrades are already taking example by us, because
they know that they will in this way sccure for their agri-
culturists that safety and well-being which they do not
possess to-day. This is what I had to tell you. We are
carrying on Co-operation in rural districts and we are doing
it well. There are official representatives of our French
organisations here, who well know that I am not exaggerating,
The Temps recently praised our work. People notice what
we are doing and draw comparisons, for in a village not far
from Maraussan, there are four or five organisations which,
taken altogether, do less business than we do. Nothing is
so cloquent as figures. This is what we have done in five
years, on a paid-up capital of only £107. I say ‘‘only,”
because although the shares of the society were tixed at {1
each, the small landowners not being always able to pay £1
down, have made it up in wine. Well, in five years, we have
. had sales amounting to £125913, representing 129,709
hectolitres (2,853,598 gallons) of wine. And now, to prove
that I am not going in for mere platform oratory, let me tell
you what we have distributed during these five years.  Pro-
duction is nothing without consumption, and that is the
principle on which we have based our society. Please remem-
ber that our property is collective and indivisible. We have
been able to devote to socialist, co-operative, and trade union
propaganda the sum of £36,949 ; we have distributed among
the co-operative federations for common purchase, the
‘* Bourse des Coopératives,” and to the French Co-operative
Wholesale Society, £1,150: paid out £686 as dividend on
purchases to the societies which are our customers : sub-
scribed £260 to local mutual-help institutions : credited £1,313
from the profits realised to our affiliated wine-growers as indi-
viduals: and paid off £2,864 on account of their stock, and
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the cellar they have in common. Finally, by means of our
development and reserve fugpds. we have been able to form a
collective co-partnership impersonal capital, belonging to
workers and peasants, amounting to £25010. As 1 men-
tioned, the whole property is collective, impersonal, and
indivisible, and the result will be that, after a certain time,
we shall no longer have 350 small landowners at Maraussan,
but one joint property. We shall have converted private
ownership into collective ownership and that without the
slightest friction, simply by means of our own initiative and
our unceasing joint labours. .

I forgot to tell you how we began. Pecople want to say
that such an association could not survive in our midst.
Well, in 1802, we had 119 members ; to-day there are 283.
Thev started by sclling 5,620 hectolitres (121,440 galions)
of wine, whereas to-day they dispose of as much as 49,220
hectolitres (1,082,840 gallons). The sales have risen from
£4,815 to £42,665. The share capital subscribed and entirely
paid-up only amounts to £323. The reserve fund stands at
£166, the development fund at £2,345, the solidarity fund at
£174, and the capital belonging to the co-partnership wine
growers comes to £1,313. So the society is worth in all
£4,319.

That is what we have done, gentlemen, and 1 think we
have reason to be proud of our work and that we may say
that we have raised the condition of the agriculturists and
wine growers of Maraussan. (Applause.)

SieNoR BurroLt @ 1 have made a few notes on the report
read by M. Bertrand, as I wish to appeal to him as a witness
on an important fact. Belgian Co-operation has many
admirers in Italy. I,too, have been one of its admirers, more
especially for the economic education which Belgian Co-opera-
tion has given to the workers, accustoming them to pay for
their bread not only in ready money but a week in advance.
This is a great merit of Belgian Co-operation, and Italian
co-operators should spare no cfforts to have this example
followed by our co-operative societies. But many Italians
have described Belgian Co-operation as being a very different
organisation to our Italian co-operative societies which they
despise as bourgeois, because they say that at the end of the

ear they pay a dividend to their members, whereas in
lgium the profits realised at the end of each year are devoted

to purposes of propaganda and resistance. I call on Bertrand
to witness if it be not true that in Belgium also at least 75 per
cent. of the profit is divided amongst purchasers, as is the case
with us ; nor is this all, for the members are so anxious to
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pocket their dividends, that they demand payment of them
even before the balance sheet has been approved. This
shews that Belgian Co-operation is in no wise different from
- ours.

In Belgium co-operative societies go in for friendly society
work and they do well. Sums are put aside for the reserve
fund, but the sums devoted to common objects in the balance
sheet do not amount in all to more than 25 per cent. of the
profits. The sum set aside for the purposes of resistance is
about § per cent.—not more. It is well that this should be
taken note of in the presence of witnesses. I declare that
I am an enthusiastic admirer of Belgian Co-operation which
teaches thrift. Only a few days ago at Brussels the President
of the Savings Bank told me that at least one ui every three
“workmen had an account in the savings bank. The principle
of providing each worker with a house of his own has also
attained a great development, for each worker has about
£20 to pay down on the sum of £180 which the house costs.
They are educated to be thrifty, whereas here little is done
in that line.

Nor shall 1 be told that the Belgian workers are better
paid than the [talian. The average wage of the worker in
Belgium is, if anything, lower than in Italy. Ask them.

Vorces : It 1s not true. * (Murmurs.)

S16N0R BurroLn @ [ was given in Belgium a printed table
of statistics. The Brussels Chamber of Labour has compiled
these statistics, which can be read by all. It is useless for
Nofri to contradict me. ;

SicNorR Norrr: The Belgian Society pays twice as
much. ' )
SigNoR BurrFoLl: M. Bertrand refers in his resolution
to the Rochdale pioneers; but the Rochdale pioneers were
the first to teach us to save, yet in his resolution he calls on
the co-operative stores to sell at the lowest possible prices,
though it is not possible for them to do so and also to effect
savings.

S1GNOR LuzzaTtti: There is a misunderstanding.

SiGNOR BuFFoLI : It is written in the resolution. Gari-
botti invokes credit, and he is quite right, and we hope that
it will be obtainable ; the bank annexed to the society called
“ L'Umanitaria,” of Milan, is on the right road. But first
of all the members of co-operative associations must strengthen
their capital, for if these associations have a capital of their
own the members will look to their interests more actively,
but as long as they depend on credit they will work unsatis-
factorily.
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Garibotti is right in what he says about taxation. And
1 appeal here to one of our highest authorities in the hopes
that he will at last sce about getting all concessions made
which are possible. When they are Ministers they speak
differently to when they were deputies. Foreigners are
astonished when we tell them that in Italy the Revenue
takes 20 per cent. on the savings which we return to pur-
chasers. 1 appeal then to the Hon. Luzzatti in the hopes
that he will use his great influence to have this matter of the
income tax regulated more in accordance with justice.

I shall not go into working-class questions or other such
matters. In my opinion the co-opcrativc stores should belong
to the purchasers, to whatever party, to whatever social class
they belong, for co-operative stores which sell luxuries are
able to charge a hlgher percentage on them, and are thus able
to scll the necessuries of life at a lower price.

SIGNOR NOFR1: Nothing was said on that matter.

SiGNorR BurroLi: When you were speaking, Hon.
Nofri, 1 did not interrupt you. (Applause.) In my opinion
Co-operation should belong to no party, should lead to no
class divisions. The co-operative stores should belong to the
purchasers, to whatsoever party they belong.  Nevertheless,
it is true that they need not limit their activity to the spll(lc
of dividends. Co-operative stores should, for instance, be
the first to treat their employees well, and not all do what
might be expected from them for their employees.  They
should set a good example in the matter of short hours,
Sunday closing, and many other things.  We must progress.,
(Applause, murmurs.) _

S1GNor LuzzatTi: 1 now support the suggestion made
by our Chairman, a suggestion which I was opposed to a little
while ago when I thought the subject required to be ‘more
fully discussed. There are still so many names down to
speak that if all are to be heard and the reporters are to reply
we should either have to resign ourselves to pass the night
here or we should have to prolong the proceedings into
to-morrow, which would interfere with the arrangements

-already made. As 1 am speaking, I wonder if you will allow
me to make a few brief remarks which may pave the way,
not to conciliation, for we are not here as conciliators, but
to putting each in his right place. However, before domg
so I should like to know whether you wish me to speak. ‘

Voices : Yes, yes.

SIGNOR LuzzaTtTi: After all I am almost entitled to
speak as for a personal explanation, since reference has been
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made to me more than once ; although, accustomed as I am
to. public life, I have such a hippopotamus hide that very
different arrows would be required to pierce it. (Laughter.) "

The situation is as follows : We have an International
Co-operative Alliance with its rule which we cannot alter by
any resolution which is not on the agenda of the proceedings.
The rule excludes discussion of all political and religious
questions. The Hon. Nofri asks: ‘‘Can we come in?”
And I answer with perfect frankness, as it is my custom to do,
“ Yes, you can come in.”! We shall thus have a co-operative
alliance embracing diverse tendencies as far as the ultimate
aims of Co-operation are concerned, aims which can only be
realised a long time henc:; but as fur as the technical princis
ples of Co-operation dre concerncd, and its administrative
rules, there are not several co-operations but only one. You
will bring to our association the experience of your institutions
which set aside part of their dividends for objects other than
those to which the Rochdale pioneers applied them. But
the Co-operative Alliance is not a religious sect —(applause)
—where all have to repeat the same prayer ; it is an associa-
tion of experimentalists to which each brings his own con-
tribution for examination, and if you succeed in convincing
us that your methods are the best, we shall not be obstinate,
and we shall accept them. Should we convince you of the
contrary, then we shall have converted yon. If you wish your
socicties to enter our Alliance we will throw the doors wide
open to receive you, but if you wish to compel us to abandon
our principles and pay a frightened homage to yours, you
would despise us and we should despise ourselves for so doing.
(Loud -applause.) _

Now why try to force us to admit that Co-operation is
a form of the class struggle ? Co-operation is an economic
method which we consider better suited than others for the
accomplishment of those things which, before the era of Co-
operation, were performed in modern society by isolated
individuals or by limited liability companies. We think
that this method liberates us from all forms of usury, whether
in the shape of profit on food, or rent, or interest on money,
or in any of the other forms which oppress humanity, among
which I include the forms of political usury represented by
the oppression of one class by another. (Loud applause.)
Before we have liberated the working classes from all these
forms of usury, we have still a long way to go together.

Morcover, let us speak clearly about the differences
between your Co-operation and ours—you wish to devote
the reserve funds to feeding strikes.

Voices : No, no.
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SIGNOR LuzzatTi: Then we agree. A French socialist
co-operator described to the Congress to-day a type of rural
bank such as already cxists all over the world. Rural banks
are conducted on those lines by Catholics, by Liberals, by
Socialists. But the Catholics say that in founding these
rural banks they aim not only at saving the individuals who
belong to them from the miseries of this world, but also at
saving their sculs—(laughter) ; the Socialists say they do
so to emancipate the workers and to build up a new society ;
we Liberals say that our object is to free the personality of
the worker from usury and strengthen him so that he may
shape his destiny as human liberty may allow of his doing ;
but we are all three agreed on the essential points of these
institutions. (Hear, hear ; applause.) ‘

Voices: No.

SioNoR Luzzatti: Yes; so I will now recapitulate
what I have said. If you wish us to abandon our principles,
it is impossible ; nor do I ask you to abandon yours. Enter
into the field of Co-operation with your experiments; we
will compare them with ours ; discussion will bring the truth
to light, for at present we do not well know in what the
technical differences between your Co-operation and ours
consist. In this wise, without either vanquished or victors,
we shall all be able to declare ourselves satisfied with
Co-operation.

I will make yet another observation. Hitherto your
masters, the Socialists, have fought Co-operation. What
contempt the leaders of socialism displayed for Co-operation !
Our leaders withstood the attack, declaring that they were
convinced that Co-operation supplied a practical formula
for the solution of the social question and the questions affect-
ing the working classes. To-day socialism has made peace
with Co-opcration, but it is lending to it the impulse of youth.
ful energies of which I am in no wise afraid, for when your
principle is that of saving and associating the efforts of men,
I think that you also are economists without knowing it—
(loud laughter)—and that without knowing it your are creating
bodies which are not revolutionary—(laughter)—because the
principles of thrift and association are acting on you in such
wise that though your words continue to be almost anarchic,
your actions and your aims can only be the economic ones
of saving and association. (Loud applause.) In my opinion
we can still go a long way together.

When you come to ask me for laws to improve the
position of the workers in the field of Co-operation, I know
that I am not working for the co-operation of my friends but
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s . .

that I am working for your kind of Co-operation. (Hear,
hear.) When we introduce into the laws clauses which
empower the State to entrust to groups of workers the building
of railroads and so forth, I know that I am favouring your
form of Co-operation. (Loud applause.) And I rejoice in
so doing, because in my opinion, the more I strengthen Co-
operation, the more I make revolutiont impossible. (Loud
applause.) That is my theory ; this is my hope. Co-opera-
tion emancipates from all forms of violence, from the capital-
istic, and from the revolutionary. (Loud applause.)

I will conclude this hope of concord by reminding you .
of a fact taken from the history of English Co-operation.
Two of its founders wer- Vansittart Neale and Holyoake.
The first was an- English Conservative of the strictest kind,
an Anglican who believed that only *Anglicans would be
admitted to the Kingdom of Heaven. Holyoake was a
democrat, almost a republican, as much so as an English
democrat can be—and, moreover, a free thinker. These two
men who in Parliament would have voted against each other
and who.in a future life would not even have met—(laughter)
—for the one would have excluded the other from his paradise,
and the other did not believe in one—were successful and
upright. enough to build up the edifice of English Co-operation,
in whose shade the tired legions of humanity now rest. (Loud
applause.) I invite the Italian socialists, from whom I differ,
to work with mec in building those refuges of social peace,
such as are represented by pure, honest, loyal Co-operation—
without epithets, and without ulterior ends—which leads the
workers to the goal whither they tend, and which they must
finally reach, by emancipating them from all forms of usury.
This 1s my idea, and to this idea I adhere. (Loud and enthu-
siastic cheers.) The Chairman agrees with me, and it is
understood that all those who wish to adhere to the Inter-
national Co-operative Alliance will be welcome. They will
come with their ideas and we shall continue with ours.

THE CHAIRMAN : As it is impossible for us to continue
the discussion now, we propose that you remit the matter
to the Central Committee for study and then, at the next
Congress, the members shall have an opportunity given them
of deciding fairly on the question.

(Cries of agreed.)

Mr. H. W. WoLrF: Before concluding our labours, I
have a very pleasant task to fulfil, that of thanking all—and
they are too numerous to name individually—who have

*We are sure that Vansirtart Neale was very far from holding any such
narrow opinion.—THg Exgcutive COMMITTRE.
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performed such devoted service in the organisation of this
Congress. We are deeply indebted and grateful to them for
the many interesting things they have shown us, for the
magnificent reception they have accorded us here. But I
must mention His Excellency Signor Luzzatti, the General
Committec at Rome, the Local Committee at Cremona,
Signor Magaldi, the Mayor of Cremona, the President, Vice-
President, and the many other officials of the Pcople’s Bank
‘of Cremona, which has been the mainspring of the Congress,
and many others besides. I must also mention our devoted
Secretary, Miss Halford, who has worked so hard for the
Congress that she has made herself ill. She has really worked
here like a steam engine and we ought to express our gratitude
to her. (Applause.) .

M. SErwy : I should like to know if the resolution we
brought forward has been voted for. In the noise that went
on, we heard nothing. This Congress was convened in order
that we might discuss matters and after having discussed
them, no vote was taken ; that makes us appear ridiculous.

M. CaTHALA : We all protest against shelving the question.

SIGNOR LuzzaTTl: At the present stage of the debate,
and in the presence of several resolutions, I think it advisable
in the interest of a thorough examination of and a wise
decision upon the question to refer all the proposals to the
Committee of the Alliance. The Central Committee will
examine them, will study them carefully, and will bring the
whole question before the next Congress.  (Murmurs, protests,
from different quarters.) , :

The Congress concluded at 6.30 p.m.
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER a4th, 1907.
SECOND MEETING OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 6.80 P.M.

"There were present : Messrs. W. Maxwell, J. C. Gray,
Mclnnes, Kaufmann, Lorenz, Von Elm, Radestock, Exner,
Dr. Karpeles, Bertrand, Serwy, Blem, Hogsbro, Count de Roc--

uigny, Professor Gide, de Boyve, Barrés, Héli¢s, Duca,
r. H. Miiller, Dr. Kiindig, and Von Koch.

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
—It is unanimously decided to appoint Mr. W. Maxwell as
President of the Alliance ; Mr. Maxwell signifies his accept-
ance. The proposal ‘of Dr. Miiller to reappoint the five
British members of the Central Committee as Executive and
to leave to them the election of their officers, is also agreed to.

On behalf of the Swiss Co-operative Union, Dr. Kiindig
submits an invitation to hold the next International Congress
at Basle. The invitation is thankfully received and the
Committee resolves to recommend its acceptance to Congress.
The date of the Congress is to be arranged between the Execu-
tive Committee and the Board of the Swiss Union.

Then a resolution brought forward by a group of Italian
Socialistic Co-operative Societies, and copies of which were
distributed in the Congress Hall, is discussed, Mr. Gray
protesting against the Congress discussing it or voting on
it. The resolution had been presented by societies which
were in no sense members of the Alliance, moreover, the Rules
strictly forbade the treatment of a subject, which was
irreconciliable with political neutrality. The Committee
are of the same opinion.

The following societies are, on application, elected as
members : Sociéte Coopérative de Consommation de Vizille ;
Consorzio delle Co-operative di Consumo di Milano ; Federa-
zione fra le Co-operative di Lavoro della Provincia di Ravenna.

Further, the following gentlemen are admitted as in-
dividual members: Mr. Draganescou, Roumania ; Mr. N.
Levitzky, Russia.

The meeting closed at 7 p.m.’



APPENDIX.

Statistics concerning the
Development of the
Co-operative Wholesale
Societies.
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. THE AUSTRIAN CO. OPERATIVE WHOLESALE SOCIETY.
Fovnnm la‘ru Ocronznr, 1908,

- T No-of .
Year. | Afliated | Shares. . lmnund Sales. | Distributive | Net
Secletfes. - "Dcposiu., Expenses, Pmﬁu._

' K. | K K. K |
1906% 187 |109,720 77, 19, 867 116 | 194,675 | 23,468
1907 ? 150,885 l32 057 10 132, Oll 238,600 | 67,002

14 Monthe,
25 K. = 4L

. THE FINNISIT CO-OPERATIVE wnm.usMLs SOCIETY.

j?ﬁ foans | Reserve ‘
Year, B'g Shares, and Fund. Sales, Expenses. | Profits.
3 E Deposits ]
’.32
Fr. Fr. Fr. Fr. ¥r. ‘ Fr.
1905 27 113,850 | ... 15,0005 1,004,025 1 19, 186 17,100 |-
(6 months) :
1006 . 57 2;73 75,000 63,000 4,036,504 90,801 | 54,852
]
1907 80 | 49,964 ‘IN),O()Ol 8,884,857 | 213,386 | 153,730

2 Fr. = 41

FRENCH CO-OPERATIVE WﬂOLESALE SOCIETY.

Founpkp 16TH SxpTEMBER, 1906,

September 1806

bis Mai 1907.
Number of Afhliated Societies ... . 141
Number of Members of Affiliated Socnetlcs 55,680
Available Funds . . ... Fr. 50,000
Share Capital . e v 47,025
Reserve and Devel pment l‘und vee  ay 13,000
Mortgage Fund | ... . . e 5,000
Sales e 9. 1,190,000
Distributive Expenses... . v e 29,7
Representing Percentage of l.abmlr 1-58
Gross Profits... . e ae 535,000
Net Profits ... . ver ay 8,000

25 Fr. = 1.



217

Office Coopératif d’Achals en commun pour les ﬁde‘ra'h'(m.c el

Socétés Coopératives de consommealtion francaises,
1901—1907.

WHOLESALE SOCIETY IN PROCRsSs OF FORMATION,

! Y
L3 2l Eg ‘ 3 "g : g 4 £
v | 28| § |3 § i oy f 4
35 sd S [ [- 4 I ‘3 & ‘5
Fr. Fr. Fr Fr. Fr. | Fr. Fr.
1901 | 64 70,000 | ... e 0081 1,277 125 )
19021 100 { 00,60 ... [ ... | .. | 1,418 902 516 2
o3 | 180 | 4570001 .| L. .. 1 23167 1,508 N8| 2
1904 [ 235 | 675001 | ... | ... | 2,482 7.537, 4,038 2,508 3
005 | 256 | 809,007 | 8,855 4,000] 4,835 8,247 5,878 2,372 4
1006 | 202 | 004462 18,610, 9,960 6550l 8,905 7,2100 1,005 5
1907 | 330 |1,008.307 22,979, 13,850 9129,11.774 9,103 2,570 6

28 Fr. = £l.

SWEDISH CO- Ol‘ERATlV!‘. WHOLESALE SOCIETY, 19001907,

— e —— e+ -

Kr 1760 ,{l

Number of ’
No. of Members Rererve Net
Year, | Members. | helonging to | Shares. | Fund. |  Sales. Profits. | Personal.
(rocietier) [Sharehulde s, : i

Kr. Kr. ' Kr. Kr. | Kr
1900 | 45 10,008 - et 4
190} 44 11,008 T
1902 63 14,494 e P
1903 | 65 12,58 | ... ] .
1904 57 11,433 . .o 276,350 4,433 1 1
1905 | 100 18,445 oD ROGEH0 15078 1 8
1906 178 30,105 (13,985 10,833 | 2,010,000 33,76] 12
1907 | 303 49,054 40,354 | 31,705 | 4,267,008 72,411 a3

|

THE CO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE SOCIETY OF

ST. PETERSBURG.
Founpen 1N 1905.

Number of Afhliated €ocneues
Number of Members of Aﬁilmled bocnchcs

Share Capital o e e Mk
Sales . .
Increase of Last Year... o e e a
Distributive Expenses... - ... v
Net Profits ... L. e oy

Dividend Declared
20 Mk. = £1.

17
2,600
31,24)
416,660
135.400
3,120
520

6%
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