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PREFACE.

I n the following pages we publish the report of the 

proceedings of the Seventh International Co-operative 

Congress.

The lively interest which was cvinced in the 

English Edition of the Report of the Sixth Congress 

of our Alliancc, held in Budapest, leads us to hope that 

the present volume will be welcomed by many English- 

speaking Co-operators.

Contrary to our former method of publication, 

the reports furnisiicd under the auspices of the Congress 

upon the status of the co-operative moVement in the 

different countries, are not on this occasion included in 

this volume. As most of these reports have, by now, 

been outstripped by more recent statistics, we intend to 

bring them up to date and to publish them, before 

long, as a separate volume.

T h e  E x k c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  o k  t h e  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o -o p e r a t i v e  A l l i a n c e .
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Elbcifeld.~K«>nsuni-H. l’r<Mluctiv-(icn«sscnKlinlt •• Ikfreiung” 1 0 0
Erlniinin.—Konsuni-u. S|mrvciein ... ....................... ... (» !<• 0
Ksscn.—Ht\rgcr-u. Arl>eitcr-Kon*un)vercin “ Kintraclii ” ... 0 lo 0
E.*i.sliiigfn a/N.—Konsum-u. Sjmrvcrcin ... ... ... 0 111 0
Klcnsburg.—Konsumverein ... ... .............  ... ... 0 1<) 0
Forst.—Konsumverein .............................................. ... 0 10 0
Frankfurt a/M.—Konsumverein ............  ......................... 0 10 0
Freiburg i. Ureiagau.—Lel̂ ensbedUrfniss-u. Productiv-Vercin ... 0 10 0
Gersdorf.—Konsumverein ... ......................... 0 10 0
Gotha.—Wareneinkaufsvcrein .................................. ... 0 10 0
G .strow.—Konsumverein ............................................  ... 0 10 0
Hagen î  W.—Allgemeiner Konsumverein...................................  0 10 0
Hafle a/s.—Allgemeiner Konsumverein...................................  0 10 0
Hamburg.—Zentral-Verliand deutscher Konsumvereinc.............. 0 0

„ Grosseinkftufsgesellscliafl deutscher Konsunivcrcinc... 10 0 0
„ Konsum-, liau-u. Sparvcrcin *• I’rcxluction ” ... 0 10 0
,, Taliakarlieitergenossenschaft..........................  ... 0 10 0

Hannover.—Konsumverein ... .............  ... ... O l(t 0
llarburg.—Konsumverein .........................................................  (» 10 0
Hermsdorf.—Konsumverein .............  ......................... 0 10 0
Hohenmcilsen.—Konsumverein ..............................................  0 10 0
Ilmenau.—Konsum>u. Productiv-Verein...................................  0 10 0
Jena.—Konsumverein .........................................................  0 10 0
Krefeld.-Konsumverein “ Fortschritt ” .................................... 0 10 0

.Lanj^enbielau.—Konsumverein "SelbsthUIfe” ......................  0 10 0
Lossnitz.—Konsumverein u. Productiv-Genossenschaft “ Vorwarts” 0 10 0
Luckenwalde.—Konsumverein “ Vorwiirts” ......................  0 10 0
LUdenscheid.—Konsum-u. Productiv-Genossenschaft “ Einigkeit ” 0 10 0
Ludwifshafen a/R.—Konsumverein ........................  ... 1 fi 0
Magdeburg.—Konsumverein Neustadt-Magdeburg ... 0 10 0



Maiiu. — Spar-, Konsum-u. I ’roductions-Gcnosscnschafi...............

Mannheim. — Konsuinvcrcin.............
Mccranc i/Sa.— Konsumvorcin “  llaushalt” ............................

— Syndicat vinirolc <lu raysMcs,sin ...
,, Credit O)o|x;ratif (le Lorraine 

Mltllicim a/k. — K')n>um-Genosscnsch,'ift “  Hoffhunf; ” ... 
.'fiinich. —Verlmnil Sil<J-<Jeut.scl)cr Konsuinvcreine

,, Konsunivercin .SondlinR-Miinclicn ............................
N'ouwicd a/R .—(Icnerai-VcriKincI laniilicitcr Gent)sseiischnften ftir 

I)L'Utsi'lilaiuI ... ... ... ...

Nicilirscdlit/. — Kiin>iiinvcrciii 
N’lirnljcr^;. — Ki)iiMiinvtrein ...
OelMiit/, i. K.— Kuiisiiin-, Spar-u. I’r(xiuctiv ( ’.enos.sen.sciuifl ...
I’ieM lK'ii-l)rc.s<icn. — Kun.sunivcrcin ...
i ’irna. - Ki)nsumviTc-in “  N'orwarts” ... ...

I ’laiicii i. V .—Kon.sumvercin
I’o.sen.— VerlKiml der Erwerl)S-u. Wii: :iaAagenos.senschnften dcr

I’ro' iiizen Po.y-i u. \V. J’rcij.<^n ... —
Hank Zwiazku Spolek Zarobkowych 

KcmsclKid.—Vcrl)ami der Konsum-u. rrcxiuctivgonos.sen.scliaften
ii) kheinland und Westfalen ............................

,, K<>nsuni^enos.senschaft “ Kinigkeit ”
Ko.ssl.iii. -Konsuinvcrcin ...................................................
.Si liiiui!hi .S.-A. - K.in'univorcin 
.'^iliwi-iufiirt. ■ Konsuinvcrcin
SicUin. Su iliiu r K"iisiini- u. Sjxir-\’crcin -.. ... ... ,
Icucliiiii. KonsmiiM'rcin ...
N'cllcn. KonsiiniMrciii
Wcitin;ir. Koiisunncrcin “  Wohlfiihrt " ...

Wiilcnlicrj^c. ■ I\.onNUiiivercin 
Wilr/.liur^;. — Konsuinvcrcin ...
Z(.'rl)st.--Koiisutnvcrciii
Zcil/..—XT rUind Tlnirinfjcr Konsunivcrcine

,, Koiisunivcrcin ....................................................  ...

/; .s.
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
1 0 
0 10

4 ir> 
0 10 
0 ir> 
0 10 
(» 10 
0 10 
0 10

t).

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

9
0
0
0
0
0
0

12
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
I 10 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10

0
0
0
0
0
I)
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

GREECE .

Vournasos, 1’rofes.sor C. C li....

INDI.A.

Calcutta.—Co-ojK-rative Union of India

0 « 0

1 0 0

ITALY .

.Nlilan. — I^ga \a/.iuiiale dclle ('oopcralive Italiane ... ... I 3 9
,, Unione Cinipcraliva ... ... ... ... ... 1 (• 0
,, Federazione Cooperative .Milanesi ... ... ... 0 10 0
,, I'onsorzio l.omlmrdo della t^oopcrative di Consumo ... 0 10 0

Piacenza. — Federazione italiana dei consorzi agrari ... 2 0 1
Kavenna. — Fe<lern/ione(ra leCooperativedi lavoroilella I ’rovinzia

ill Ka%enna ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 10 0
,, Associazione Coopcrativa fra i Uraccianti di Kavenna 0 l(t 0 

lioine.— .-\ssociazionc fra le Banche ro[x)lari ... ... ... 0 0
'I'utir..—Sindacato .-\(;ricolo ... ... ... ... ... 0 10 0

N E T H E R L .W D S .

Akkrum.— Cooper.<\ieve Stoonizuivelfihriek ... ... ... <• 10 0
Akiuarijp.—Coopcratieve .Stoomziiivelfidiriek ... ... ... 0 10 0

I Four yc;trs.
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N etherlands— £  s. d.

Amsterdam.—MnnUchnppij voor Kledermaker* en Nanisttrs dc
Voi)rjX)st ... ... ... .......................

„ VolkshroiKlliakkcrij cn Verbruik»vercenij;ing “ V<>oruit’‘
Arnhem.—Coiipi’ralicvc Winkclvcrecniging van Eigenhiilp
Elfde.—Cooperaticvc ZuivcHaliriek ... ........................
F.nschede.—Coopcraiii ve Melkinrichting en Zuivelfabrick 
Giekerk.-^Coopcralieve Zuivtlfahriek cn Trynwaldcn ...
HofVanDclfi.—(icmeenschappelijle Eipendem Ag.ieta I’aik...

„ Van Marken * Drukkerij ........................
Leeuwarden. —OKtpcral ieve Handel.sdrukkerij 
Lonnckcr.—Coopcratievc Melkinrichtinp 
Nunspeet.—Maat.scliappij de Veluwc 
Rotterdam. —Coiipcralieve Verhruiksvereeniging.
Sfls van Gent. —Krslc Nedcrlandsclic KeetworttUuikctfnliriik...
The Hague.—Co<)jKrniicve Hroo<ll>akkcrij en Verbruiksvcreeni-

ging “ de Volharding ” ......................
„ Co<ipcratieve Winkelvereeniging Eigenliulp
„ CooiKTatieve Vleeichhouwerij Eigenhulp..............
,, Nederlandsche Cooperatieve Uond........................  1
„ . Vereeniging Eigenhulp .. .............  1

Utrecht.—GWijieratieve Verbruikivereeniging van Eigenhulp ... 1
„ Digtiict Utrecht van Eigenhulp.................................. <• 10

Venlo.—Cooperaticvc Winkelverecniging .. ........................  0 Id
Vlissingen. —CoiiiKTatieve Winkclverceniging Eigenhulp ... 0 10
Vordcn.—Co()i)iraticvc Zuivelfabrick ................................... (t
Zutphen.—Ge dersch Overijsclsche Zuivcll)ond........................  0 10

DONATIONS.
Houdcwijnsc, J. 11. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 0
Goidhart, (;. J. 1). C...................................................................  0
l îhni.s, r. IJ.................................................................................  0
TtcJil), IW . Dr. M. ................................................................ (t
Wddercn Ucngcr.K, Th. Haron v.................................................. 0
Yitta, Dr. J ............................ ..............................................  0

NOKWAY.

Christiana.—Norgcs Kooperativ^ l.Andsforening^ .............  1 0 0

PORTUGAL.

Liibor.—Cooperativa Predial I ’ortugucza...................................  0 10 0

0 10 
0 10 
0 Id 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10
0 HI 

0  10 
(» 10

0 10 
•J 0 
0 10
1 0 

0 
0

o

0
0
o
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
<1
0
0

Jt

ROU MANIA.

Bucharest.—Cai.ssc Centralc des Banques I’opulaires roumaincs... 1 3 9
Dragancsco, M. D. G. ...................................  .............  0 10 0

RUSSIA.

Helsingfors— “ I’cllervo” ............  ........................  1 0 (»
Suomen Osuuskauppojen Keskususuuskunta r.l. 0 10 0

Kamenetz.—Syndicat agricole dc Ptxlolie...................................  1 0 10
Moscow.—Union of the Co-op. Societies of the Moscow district 3 0 0
St. Petersburg.—Comit^ Central russe de Cooperation.............  0 10 0
Warsaw.—Soci^t^ p< >.ir I’encouragement de I’industrie et du

commerce......................................................... 013 0
„ Towarzystwo Kooperatyst6w...................................  1 0  5

BorodsewsW, Serge de ......................................................... 0 12 0
G^r^biatiefl, Colonel.............. ............  ........................  0 10 0
Laitila, J ................................................................  .............. 0 /5  0

B l
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Kussia—(cnHnutd.

lAvcniut, W. A.
Levitiky, N.................
Lindroo*, Ilcikki 
Sahlboro, falmari 
Ttnner,'V*im> 
TorweUincn, Juho ... 
Vl^ialo, .Mi»* Lyclii...

I  ». 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0

d.

5 0
6 0 
6 0
B 0 
6 0 

•0 10 0 
0 5 0

SERVIA.

Hel|jt«<le.- Union Cirncinlc dcs Soci<!tcs (Cooperatives agriculei
scriK-* .........................................................  3 0 0

SPAIN.

Hnrcclona.—Camnr.i Rc '̂ionnl de la.» .Sociciladaa coo|)crativas de
Cat iIiiAa ... ... ... ... ... 1 0 0

Dc Uayo, .Nf. Jo*^ u e l ........................................................  0 10 0

SVVKDI.V.

Stockholm —K«)<>)>rrativft Kiirbundet ................................... *6 9 6

SVVITZKKLAM).

llMcl.--AII|{fmrin<T Ki>n<it)tnvcrcin ,,, ... ... ... 1 0  0
,, V'crlmnd .SellM« i*.Koii'>iunvcrfinc... ... ... ,. 20 0 0

Hern. — ... ... ... ... ... 1 () 0
CInir. K«m«uinvi-u-in ... ... . . ... ... ... I 0 0
I'rauciifrlil. K'Hi'iiiiivrrriii... ... .. ... ... ... 0 1(J 0
(Irncvn. - Sorirtr ilr {■iiii'ioiunmtnin ... ... I 0 0
I,«ccrnr. —.VllfjoiDcincr K'>n»utnvcri-in ... ... ... ... 1 0  0
Ncuchdtel.—.SdcicIc (■(M>j>crntivc dc conionniiutiun ... ... 0 10 0
.Soloilnirn. “ Kon’iumnrnoHwnschafl ...................................  0 K1 0
V'cvcy.—Six-icJc C>)o|>cr»tive dc coii.ioinni.itiDn *• I Mcnajjirc " 0 ItJ 0
WinJcrlhiir.—Kon»umvercin...................  ......................... 0 10 0
i^Urich.—I..el)en»inittclvercin ... ... ... ... ... 1 0 0

UNITED KINGDOM,

A Ts AvMK-iation : C — Co-opcralive ; E  = F.4{uitAi)Ie | I ** It)dus(nal;
,V=5 Manufacturing ; I’rovitlcnt ; .S'a Stxricty.

ENOI.AND AND W aLM.

.Mn'rdare Wurknicn's I.C.S. 
Accrinj;tiincfe Cliun-li I.C.S. 
Ajjricl. \ llortii-1. .\. (l^ln.) 
Acrid. OruanisiUII. .S. (Liln.) 
Airedale (... Worsted M. S. 

(Hradford)
AlcestiT C. I. S..................

„ NewJkmakcrs 
Amalnaiiiateil Union of C.

Kuiployws (Maneliester) 
AiiitiK; C.
Anii(ii.M riaiii I. C. .S. ...
A'<liinj;loi» I. (^ S—  
Asiron-undcrLyne Work- 

inj» .Men’s C. S. ... 
llamfurloni; C  S................

£  ». d.
0 10 0 
a 10 (I 

\(» 10 (> 
0 10 0
0 10 fl
0 10 6
0 W t)

1 1 0
0 10 (I

2 2 0
0 10 tt

0 10 0
0 10 0

Hanburv C. I. S..............
Harnoldswick C. I. S 
Harrow C. S.
Harrowford C. I. S.
Harwell District C. S.
lia-singstoke C S................
liUley C. S..........................
Bedford Pro^reiwive I. C. S. 
Hedlingtonhconomic I.C.S. 
Hedminster I. C. S. 
Herkhainstead C. S.
Rinsley I. C. S..................
HirUfnhcad and District C.S. 
Uirken.'ihaw I. S. ... 
Biriiiingliam I. C. S. 
Binninghain I’rinters

£
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0

s, d.
10 6 
10 0 
1 0 

10 0 
10 6 
10 0 
10 0 
10 0 
10 6 
10 8 
10 6 
10 6 
10 0 
10 0 
1 0 

10 0

* Two years.



I I

En<;i.am i AM) W a i .Ks— fontinued.

£  %. <1.
Hirllcv District C. S. ... 1 1 0
Kisli.m AucklamI I. C  S.... 1 0 0

■ lllackliurn (Dni.'ivficlti) 1.
lUcs C. S. ' . ,. 0 l(t <1

liluckliiirii (lirimslmw Park)
C. S......................................0 10 «

Wnck|x«.l 1. C. S .................. 0 10 0
Uliicnav.m I, I*. S. 0 10 0
Ulniim I. I‘. C. S................... 1 1 0
Blnydon District 1. 1’. S. ... 'J 2 0
IJolton (droat & Little) C. S. 1 1 0
Hoston ]•;. I. C. S .... .. 0 10 0
Hovev Traccy bimI District

C .'S ................................... «» 10 (»
linuifori) C. Caliitu-tiHiikor.s (• 10 (I
Hrndftini (City of) C. S. ... 1 1 0

Hridgf Hixi K. l*riiKr‘‘̂.‘'si<>ii- 
i.sts (T<Klinonlcn) ... 0 10 0

Hrifjliouso Di.strict I. ... I 1 (t 
Urij;liton !•!. C. S. ... ... 0 10 (*
Hrij;J>tsi(lc \ Cnrl)f<K>k C. S. 2 2 0 
Hristol aiul I )istricl C. S. ... 1 0 0
IJurnlcy Self-1 Iclj) C«»lt<)ii- 

S|)intiin(; M. S. ... ... 0 10 (»
Buri 'c y E .C . I. S.................  1 1 0
Hurskm I. C. S .................... (M O 0
Burton-oii-Tri nt C. S. 1 1 0
JUiry District C. .S.... ... I 1 it
<'aincross iV l'!l)li-y C. I . I ’.S. (i lO (i 
Catitcm iV McssC.S. 1 1 O
Carilifl C .S .............................  (I Hi (I
Girlish-.Soiitli l'',ii(| ('. S. ... I 1 (» 
('ariifiirtli S. .. (I It) ((
Cnstlcfortl I'. I. S__  ... 0 lit t)
Ccfn aiiil District C. S. ... O 10 0 
Cliclmsforii Stiir C. I. S. ... 0 10 (1 
Cl)i{>(>ii](' Norton C. S. ... 0 10 li
Churwcll I. C. S ...................  0 10 0
Cinder Mill Working Men’s

C. S.................................... 0 10 0
C!nyton-le-M(K)r» I. C  S. t» 10 6 
Clentor MfH>r C. S. ... 1 1 0
Cleckhcftton 1. C. S. ... 0 10 (I
Clown C. S, ..............  0 10 0
Colcliestcri'i K. Mssox C. l.S . (» 10 G 
Colne and District C. S. ... 1 1 <>
ComiMtall ( ’. I. S .................  (» 10 II
Consett 1. P. S. ...............  0 111 0
Co-op. TirolheriiiMKl Trust 

(Lom lon)... ... ... 0 10 0
Co-op. Institutes. (London) 0 10 0 

,, Insurance S. (Mnclir.) 2 2 0 
,, Newsj»aj)er S. (Miicr.) 1 1 0

I'ermnnent buildings.
(London)............................*2 2 0

Co-op. I’rinting S. (Mnchr.) 1 1 0 ,

/ s .  <1.
C<i-op. I'rodui'tivc Fe<k‘mtion

( lx:icest«-i t 1 1 0
Cii-op. Si'.:vlrii:s M. S.

( I)riiylvkii) ... ... (I 10 fl
Co-op. lyjx-writcrs S. (Ln.) 0 111 fl

Unimi (.Nlanchestcr) 'Jll 0 0 
.. \Vli,.Vs.ilo S. (Mnr.) 2.‘» 0 0 

Co |tarincr.«hip Tennnt* L 'd . 1 0 0

Coventry I‘erscvt-rance C. 0 11*6 
CraglieadMlohnside C. I.S. 0 10 0 
Crandington District C. .S. 0 10 0
Crays LC'.S. (S. r«ur»Cnty) 0 10 0 
Crewe C. Friendly S. 1 1 0
C»vinl»ncli I.C .S .( At»er«nmn) 1 IMI 
Cwnitillery I. C. S. ... 0 111 0
Darlington C. I. S. ... 1 1 0
Darwen I. C. S. ... ... 1 1 0
IM p l. I. C. S ........................0 10 6
DerI.y C. 1*. S ....................... 2 2 0
DeslK)rougli C. Hoot and

Shoe M. S......................... 0 10 0
Dcsl«.rou«li L r  C. S. ... 1 I 0
Dewsljury l*H»neers’ I. S. .. 1 1 0
Doncaster Mutual C. I. S. *1 1 0
Droyl.sdeii I. C. S. 0 10 6
Dudley lJuckct and Kendei

C. .S. ...........................(I 10 «
Durham 1'. C I. .S. ... * I II II
l-!ccli-s I. .\l. S. ... ... (I 111 0

1-. I .e .  S ............ . *1 1 0
IVcK-.v.l! 1. r. .S....................  1 1 0
Kdiniiiitiin C. S. ... ... II III ll
l'.j;rini<iiit 1. S .... ... II 111 II
FlIcMiiere l'<'rt C. S. ... 0 111 O
Mndt-rliy (^ S. ... ... 0 10 (1
Liificld Town C. S. ... 0 111 (1
lC|»N<)in C. S. ..............0 lO 0
Kxcier C. I. S....................... 0 10 6
I'nilsworth I. S. ... ... 0 10 0
Fnrnworth wmI Kcnritley I.

C. S. ...............  0 io  fl
Fine<ion (J. Hoot nnd Sh<K-

M. S ................................... O 10 o
FleetwimkI I. C. S__  0 10 <»
(iaiuslxiroup'i I. C. .S. 1 1  O
( latden City Press (Mitchiii) 0 1 1 1  li
(jarstoi) and District ('. S. 0 III II
Cjate.shead I. C. .S. .. ... 1 1 0
(leneral Hu;U!ers (I^indon) 1 1 0
(Jl.^sop Dale New I, C. S.V.. 0 10 0
(ihiuce.sterC. 1. S__  1 0 0
GiHiIe C. S .. . ... .. (► 10 0
(irantimm E. C. I. S. ... 0 10 6
(Irasscroft I. C. S. (Green

field) ............................ 0 10 «

Gravesend (Rjrough oO C.S. 0 10 0

• Two yeark.
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E nc. i .a n I) ,\n i> WAt.Ks—

Grays C. I. 1'. S. ..
Great (iriinsliy C. S.
Great Unrw.MKl I. C. I ’. S.
Great Hortim I. S__
Groat Wi^j'.toii I. P. S. 
Giiililfnrd ai«l District I.C'.S. 
Halifax l- loiir S.

.. I S........................
Ilaisti-iid I. C. S. ... 
llaril<:piw)K (.‘. ,S. ...
Ila>liii^<l('ii J. ('. S.

Hili!^;c l’Usli;m M.
C. .S.........................

I IcckmniidwiUi- I. C’. .S. ...
i Jcy wimmI 1, ('. S, ,. 
llijjliiT 1 liirsi (\ S.
(lorlxirv I. C. .S. ...
Iliirv i I. C. S. ...
Ilowi. I. ( '.S .
Iluckim ll Ti>rkar<l I. I*. .S. 
Ituitdcrsficld I. S. ...
tly,U- K. C. .S........................
Meal ( ‘li)iliifr>( (Wclliiij;- 

Ixirnll^ll ..
Ilkrsioii ( .S.
Ip.swii'li I. < .S.
I.trrnw .itiil I(<-lilinrii C. .S. 
Kri|;!ili v 1. ('. S.

.. Irimucirks S.
Ki'tli'i iiij; ( liillinij’ M . < . ,S.

,, ('. Hiiiil ;ilid SIkic

M, .S..................................
,, (', <!oim 'I M. s .

r. 0. S. ...
,, I'n inn C. Hunt

ami Sliuf I’rixliictive S__

KiddonniiistiT I. ('. .S. 

Kinn.sioii-ii|>.in-Iliill C. S. 

Kirkhy-in-Ashticld I. C. S. 
Ijil«)ur 0>-|>iUtiursliii) A.

(Liiiidoii)
IjincaNttT and SkiTton !•'. I.

S......................................
I^ui^lcy Mill.V AldfrrarC..S. 

Leeds I. ('. S.

Leek Silk 1 wi,t M. S. ... 
Leiivstcr ('. IUkiI and Slme

M. S................................
Leicester (^ 1‘riiitiiin S. ...

,, Anchor H>H>1 and 
Stioe I’rmluctive S. ... ‘ 

I^eicesiiT {\ S. ... ... '
Leii;li l- riendly C. .S.
Lincoln K. ('. L S.

Land ;iilil Huililini; S.

/  ... ,1. 
I I (I

*i n  «
0 10 I) 
0 10 0 
n ir) « 
0 10 6
1 1 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 (i 
0 10 « 
0 10 0

*4 4 0 
I I 0 
O 10 ti 
0 10 0 
O 10 0 
0 10 6
0 ro 0
1 I 0 
1 I 0 
0 10 0

0 to 0 
0 10 ti
1 I 0 
I I 0 
o 10 t;
0 Id <; 
0 10 (»

0 10 0 
0 10 0
1 I 0

0 10 6 

0 10 (i 

0 10 0 

<» 10 0

0 10 0

0 1(» 6 
0 10 I)

.•» 0 <1 

O 10 0

O 10 fl 
0 10 0

•2 o 
0 0 
I 0 
•J 0 
I 0

LitllelM»roii};h C. S. of In 
dustry

Livcr|xiol (City of) K.(\S. 
Buckliy Self A.nsist-

nn ccL S .... ............
I/mK Kiiton Workinj; Men's

C. S, .. ^ .................
Longtown L C. S ....
Luton I. C. S.........................
MacclesfieUl K. P. S.

Silk M. S. ... 
.Maticliester and Sidford K.

C. S.
.Mary|XMl C. L S.

Meliliant L C. Trading S. 
Mi<ldIeslM)rounli C. S. 
iMi<ldlot<in ami Tonge I. S. 
.Mi(i Khontlda C. S. (Tony-

pandy) ............................
Molil JunctionCS . (Saltney

Ferry) ............................
Morlcy I. C. S.
Mo.vsley L C. S .....................
Moulton District I. S ... 
National ('. I'estival S.

(London)...
X.-ll.oricld C. L S. 
N'i-\vlii);̂ in Dislricl 1. I’. S. 
.Vrwt Msilc-on-Tvnc .S. ... 
New .Mills I-;. C. I. S. ... 
NcW|K)rt Workinj^ M m ’s

C. L S................................
Newton Alil>ot C. S. 
Newtown C. S.
North Shields L S.
North Western Section C. 

Kducntional Commit tee's 
A. (Holton)

Nottinglmtii S. ... 
Nuneaton C. S.
Oldham K. C. S...................

.. L C. S.....................
Oxford C. L S. ..............

,, C. HuiMers and Pe- 
COf:'tors ... ... ... '

IVj;s\mmkI ( ’. s .
IVndleton C. L S. ..
IVnjje and Heckenhan) C.S.
Penrith C. S...........................
IVny firain I. C. S. 
IVterlK>roui;h K. L C. S ... 
Plymouth -Mutual C. 1. S.

,, Printers S.

Portse-a Island Mutual C..''.
(Portsuumth)

Preston I. S.....................

jC s . d.

0 10 0 
I 1 0

0 10 6

1 10  
(» 10 il 
0 10 0 
0  10 (i 

0 10 0

1 1 0 
1 I 0 
0 10 0 
1 1 0 
0 10 0

0 10 0

0 10 6 
0 1(» 0 
1 1 0 
O 10 <{

10 (I 

Id o 
III (> 

I 0 
10 0

10 (> 
10 U 
lo o 
10 0

0 10 fi 
1 1 0 
0 10 0
1 1 0
2 2 0
t> 10 0

0 0 
10 o 
•_> 0 

10 0 
10 o 
10 0 

1 o 
10 0 

0

I I 0 
o 10 0

* Twii yrars.
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Enu i.an i>  AM) W a i.r s — c o i i i t n u m .

I  s. d.
Prestwich C  I. S............... 0 10 6
Queenshv’-v I. S.... ... <• 10 (»
Mwtcnstiih I. C. S. ... 0 10 0
Rcoding I. C. S.................. 1 1 0
Reij{«te I. 1’. S................... 0 10 0
Rhodes 1. S........................0 10 0
Ripley r. I. C. S................  0 10 0
River and District C. S.

(Dover) ... ... 0 10 6
Rochdale E. Pioneers’ S. 0 10 6
Rochester & District C.I.S. 1 1 0
Roe Green 1. C. S. ... 0 10 6
RothwellC.Htx)ti*t Shoe M.S. 0 10 0
Rugby I. I’. C. S............... 0 10 6
Runcorn C. I. 1*. S, ... 0 10 G
Rnshden I. C. S................. 1 1 0
Ryhopc iS; Silk worth I . l ’.S. 2 '2 0
ScUton I. r . S.................... U 10 6
Scnglienydd & Aber Valley

C. S.......................  ... 0 10 0
Sheemess S. ............ . *1 0 0
Sheffield Cutlery C. P. S. .. 0 10 0 
Shrewsbury I. C. S. ... 0 1<» W 
Silverdnie E. I. C. S. ... 0 10 0 
Sittingliourne C. S. ... 1 1 0
Skelmersdale I. C. .S. ... 0 10 0
Slough and District C. S.... 0 10 H
Souinamptcm ('.S............  1 10
South SInclds K. C. S. ... 0 10 0 
Sowcrby Uridgc 1. S. ... 1 1 0

„ ,, United Di.s-
trict riour S................  1 1 0

SpuUling 1. C. S. ... ... 0 10 0
SperojK Hoot M. (BnrwcIi) 0 10 « 
Stanton }lil] I. C. S. ... 0 10 6
Stapleford & Sandiacre C.S. 0 10 0
Station Town C.S. (Win-

gate) ..................... 0 10 0
Stockport I. E. C. S. ... 0 10 0
St ckton C. I. P. S. ... 1 1 0
Stntford C. I. S...............  1 10
Stroud C. S......................1 10
Sunderland E. I. S. ... 1 10
SwaUell District I. P. S.... 0 10 0
Tamworth 1. C. S........... *2 2 0

Tantobif C. S .......................
Ten Acrcs \ Stirchlcy C.S. 
Tenant C<> I'lKrators (I^iii.) 
Thomst>n. Nlcssrs. William 

and .Sous (11 uddersficid)...
ThrtickleyC. S...................
Ton I. C. S. ...............
Torquay C. S........................
Tow Lnw iV District I. P. .S. 
Toxteth C. P. .S. (Livcr|>ool) 
Tunbridge Wells C. S. 
Tyldeslevnnd Distrirt I.C.S.
Up|HTmill I. C. .S..............
Wnlkfk-n P. 1. C. S.
WalliiT C. .S. ...............
WallsemI 1. C. S . ...............
Wnlsidl niitl District S.

,, l-<x-ksJv:CHrlgenrC.S. 
W^arrington 11. I. C. S. ...
West Stflnlev C. S.................
Wcbt W'ylttHi & 1 ‘rudluK; C. S, 
Whnley Hridge I. Working 

Men’s I'rinidlv S.
W’bitby Working Min's 

C. I. P. S ..........................
Willington (Juny and

IIow(it-n I. S .....................
W'indhill I. C. .S...................
W indj’N<MikI)istricl l.C .S. 
Winnnigtiiii. Noiiluvii-li inxl 

Dislfjct C. .S.
Wiiint'M's (iiiild, Ci’niial 
Cotnnuttc('( KirkliyLoiivrii-) 

Woolwich Knyal AisenalC.S. 
W'orrester Niw C. I. .S. ... 
Working Men's C'lub and 

Instituie Union (l^uidon) 
Workington Heehive I.(^S .

District I. P. S.
Wori.sop c . .....................
Wrexham C. S......................
Ynyshir and Wattstown 

Workmen s I. C. S. ...
Ynvsybwl I. C. S.................
York E. I. S.........................

jC s. d. 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0

10 0 
11 6 
10 0 
1 U 

It) 0 

10 0 
0 

10 0 
10 6 
10 6 
10 O 

111 O 

1 O 
10 6 
10 0 

1 0 
10 0

0 Kl 6 

0 10 0

l» 10 o
0 10 o 
0 10 0

1 I 0

0 10 0
2 0 0 
0 10 G

10 6 
1 0 

10 0 
10 6 10 0
10 6 
10 6 
1 0

SCOTI.ANI).

Aberdeen Northern C. Com. 2 2 0
Alloa C. S...........................1 0 0
Ah-aC. Bataar .............  0 10 0
Armadale C. S....................0 10 0
AranbankC.S.(Rutheislen) 0 10 0 
Bainnord and Grahamstown 

C. Baking S. (Falkirk)... 1 0 0 
BannDckt)urnC. S. ... 0 10 0

Barrliead C. S.................... 0 10 0
Bathgate C. S.....................0 10 0
Blantyre C. S..................... 0 10 0
Bonnybridge C. S..............  0 10 0
Brcchin E. ('. S.................  0 10 0
Camclon C. S ............0 10 6
Carrick P. C. .S. (Maybole) 0 10 0
Clydebank C. S.................  0 10 0

• Two years. i Tliree yearn.
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Sc o t la n d—

CcMtbridge C. S.................
Cowlain C. S. (Glugow)...
Crofthead C. S...................
DklsielCS. (Motherwell)... 
Denny and DunipiceCS.... 
DiiinnBrton E. C.. S. 
Dundee (City oO C  S. ...
Dunfermline C. S..............
East of Scntlanci Diftrict A.

(Edinhurdi) .............
Edtnl)ur('h C. Printing Com. 
GrahnniHtnwn nn<I Uamsford

C S. (Kttlkirk).............
Gla.ŝ (>w and .Suburbs 

District Conference A. ... 
GUuigow C. Drapery and 

FurniHhing S.
Gtawow Kwitcrn C. S........
Hawick C  S. 
uniper Green C. S.
CeltyC. S.........................
Cilliarchan C  S.................

Kilmiirn)x:k K. (!. S. 
Kinnint; I’nrk C.S. ((tlnitgnw)
Lirtnrrt C. S.......................
I.poclij'clly H. (^ .S..............

KikuI (!. S. ((tlns(;ow)

C »• d. 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 10 0 
•2 0 0 0 10 0 0 10 0 0 10 0 1 0 0

10 0 
0 0

1 0 0 

0 10 0

1 0 0 0 10 0 
2 00  0 10 0 0 10 0 0 10 0 2 2 0 

3 0 10 0 10 0 
10 0

Milngavie C. S. ... 
Musielburgh and Fiiherrow 

0. S. ... ... ...
Newmaini and Cambuinet-

ban C. S. ..............
Paisley C. M. S...................

E. C. S...................
I’. C. S.

,, U nde rw ^ ic. Goal S.
Perth (City of) C. S.

„ C Coal S...................
St. Cuthl)ert’8C. A. (E<linl>urgh)2 
St. George C. S, (Gla.spow)
:(Educational Committee) *6 

St. Kollox C. S. (Glasgow) 
Scottish C. Wholesaw S.

(Glaigow) ..............
Scottish C. Women’* Guild 
*• Scottish Co*operator ” 

Newspaper S. (Glasgow)
Shettleston C. S..................
Stenhousemuir E. C. S. ... 
United C. Baking S.

(Gla.<igow)... 
Vale of Ia-'vch S.

(Ali'xandrla)... 

Winlmw C. S.

s. (I. 10 0
0 10 0

0

10
0

0
I
0

10 0 
2 0 
0 0 
2 0 
I 0 

10 0 10 0 
0 0

6 0 
10 0

0 0 10 0
10 0 
0 0 

10 6

'2 0 
0 0

1 0 0
Iri»h Agriculturiil Organisa

tion S. (Dublin).............

roNATIONS.

Brunner, Rt. Hon. Sir T. ... 10 0 0
Chance, Sir W....................1 1 0
Chitty, E............................  1 10
CUrke. Sir J. F...............  2 0 0
Fletcher, C. E....................1 0  0
Fortescue, Hon. D. F. ... 1 0  0
Grey, His Excellency Earl H 0 0

I r k i.a n d .

Londonderry K. C. S. . ..  0  10 0

Martineau, Misii L. E. ... 1 10
Kipon, Kt. Hon. Lord ... li 0 0
Stamford, Rt. Hon. Earl of 1 0  0
Tubl>s, Mrs..........................0 10 0
Wilson, H. I., M.P. ... 1 0 0
Yerburgh, R. A................... 6 3 0

UNITED .STATES.

Astoria.—Union Fishermen’s Co-i wrative Packing Company .. X) 10 .3
Ikwtcm.-Co-workers’ Fraternity ('o. ... ... ... ... 0 10 0
Edwardsville.—l.eclaire Co-wperative Society .. ..............  1 0  0
Oakland. — Pacific Coa*t.Co-open»tive Union ... ... 0 10 0
San Francisco.—Rochdale '.Vholesale Co......................................  0 10 0
Rhodes, J ................................................................ .. ... 0 fl 0
Sm ith,)......................................................................................... 0 5 0
Sullivan, J. W. ....................................................................  0 0

WEST INDIES.

Bridgetown.—Barliadoes Profit-Sharing S<Kiety, Ltd.................... 0 10 0
,, People’s I’rofit-Shariiig Bank .........................  0 1(» 0
,, .Minor Industries Profit-Sharing Association ... 0 10 0

* Two years.
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International Co-operative Alliance.

Officers of the Congress.

President: H is Hx. L i ’ic.i L u z za tt j. 

Vicc-PrcsidaiLs; J)K. V. ,Ma(;ai.1)I ; J)akio Fickhaki, ISIayor 

of Creniona ; I^Kor. 11. Sciiak ; H. ijk Bovvh  ; D. 

M cInnes ; and H knhy  W . W o lf f .  

General Secretary: Co.mm. C. Conc in i.

Assistant Secretaries and Tellers; Messrs. A r n o ld , D r . 

Cam anni, D u fou i> m an te lle , M oruzzi, V ie th , and 

Miss H a l fo r d .



Italian Organising Committee.

Honorary President: H. E. Francesco  Cocco-Ortu, 

Minister of Agriculture, Industry, and Commerce.

Acting President: H. E. Luicr L u zza tt i, Minister of State.

Vice-presidents :

F e r r a r i, D a r io , Mayor of Cremona.

Sacchi, E tto k e , Member of Parliament.

Anselm i, A i.kssandro , Pnsidcnt of the People’s Bank of 
Cremona.

M ag a ld i, V incenzo, Director of the Department of 
Credit and Provideiif Institutions in the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Industry, and Commerce.

V eronan in i, A n to n io , Member of the Council of the Union 
of Italian Co-operative Societies.

M embers :

Ai.hi, I ’ u o i '. O k a z i o , M iM n bcr o f  tlu'. Cnimcil o f  the Union
ol l\-()plf’s Banks.

A lkssi, (iioVANNi Battista, Pn";i(k'iU.of the Society" I'niani- 

taria ” of Milan.

A m h ro n , 1Ci < ;kn io , President of the People’s Bank of Florence.

Ansei.mi, Caki.o, Presidetit of the Agricultural Co-o{>erative 
Syndicate of Cremona.

B a ld im , X i t.r.o, Director of the Federation of I-abour 
Societies of the Romagna.

B a r in e t t i ,  A li'o nso , President of the Provincial Council 
of Cremona.

Bassi, D r. K kco le , Chairman of the Council of the Union 
of Italian Co-operative Societies.

B ianC!i i , Caki.o , Vice-presiilcnt of the Peojile’s Bank of 

Cremona.

B issolati, L e o n id a , Member of Parliament.

B izzozero, P ro f . A n to n io , Director of the Travelling School 
of Agriculture of Parma.

B o d io , P ro f . L u ig i , Mem!)or of the Senate.

B r iz i, P ro f. A le ssan d ro , Director of the Travelling School 
of Agriculture of Cremona.

B ru n i, P ro f. Tommaso, Member of the Council of the Union 
of Peoj)le’s Banks.



B u f fo u ,  L u ig i, Prcsiclcnl of tlio “ Unionc Cooi>orativa ” of 
Milan.

C atem ario  d i Q itadk i, Caki.o, Mt'nibcr of tho Coiniril of ilio 

Union of Pcojik's lianks.

CavallF-TTi R o n d ik in i, M akqi’is ('iiovANNi, Dinrior of tlx- 

Savings Bank of Romo.

CicoGNA, A n to n io , Direclor of iho “ Monfe tU'i Pa'-clii ” of 

Siena,

CoDACCi-PiSANi'.i.M, Pko f. A lfk e ix ), Member of Parliament, 
Presidciii of the Agricnllural ('o-oj>crative Syndicate 
of Capo di Leiica.

CoNSlGi.io, ]^AVii)l-, Miinbcr of the Senate, I ’nsidt'iit of the 
Peojilo’s Bank of Najiles.

COKNAC.C.IA, I )k. Caki.o O tta v io , President of the Peojilt' 
Bank of Milan.

D ’A i’EL, I^kof. L u ig i, Delegated Member of the Council of 
the Union of Peoj)le’s Banks.

D agn ino , Fki.ICH, Direetor of the Peoj>le's liank of Genoa.

] ) k m .a  T o k k e , l . u i G i ,  Vi<-(‘-])resident of tlu; Society “ Umani- 
taria ” of Milan.

L'ekkakis, J)k. Ma(;(;iohino, Member of J ’arliaineiit, Jat<- 

Minister of State, J’resideiit of the C.ivil Servant^' 

Co-oj>eralive Society of K’oiiie.

F e h k k k o  1)1 C.a m i u a n o , Makoi i s  ( f.s a k k , ,Mnnl« r of Parlia

ment, Director of the Savings Jiank of 'i'urin.

F k ie i)La n i>e k , J)k . Kttoke.

G ra n d i, D a n te , Pn^sident of the Co-oj)erative liuilding 
As.sociation “ Luigi Luzzatti.”

G r ig o la t t i ,  G ia n n i, Director of the Savings Bank of Verona.

G ue rc i, CoKNiiLio, Member of Parliament.

L a n d r ia n i, A n to n io , President of the Co-oj)erativ<‘ Dairy 
of Sorcsina.

L ev i D ella  V id a , E ttoke,

Levi M okenos, P ko f. D av ide , Director of the Wnetian 
School of Fishery,

M a ff i, A n to n io , General Secretary of the Union of Italian 
Co-oj)erative Societies,

Mandelli, A lfo n s o , Member of the Council of the People’s 
Bank of Cremona,

M arsengo B a s t ia , Ignaz io , Member of Parliament, President 
of the Charitable Institutions of S, Paolo at Turin.
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> [artin i, P a lm iro , Banker of Cremona.

M e r la n i, A lb e r to , Arember of (h'- Council of the Union 
of Italian Co-operative Societies.

M ira g lia , D r. N ico la , General Director of the Bank of 
Naples.

MuRiALDi. Gi.NO, Member of the Coimcil of the Union of 
Italian C0-0j)crative Societies.

N a th an , Phoi'. Kknksto, Member of the Council of the 
Itali.nn A/^ricultural Soric'ty.

N i t t i ,  PkoK. F k a n c k s c o  S a v e k io , Mtnnber of Parliament.

N o i- k i, O f iK iN O , .Member of the Council of the Union of 
Italian Co-opfiative Societies.

Palkum o, (iAiiTAN<». Mcmbci of the Council of the Union 
of People’s Hanks.

P an ta n o , I)k, Kdoakdo, Meinl)er of Parliament.

P a o lin i, I’kof. Li'KW, Director of the Savings Bank of Imola.

Pisa, Dk. L’c.o, Member of th(; Senate.

PoNcrNi. ( i if s K rn ; ,  D iicctor of the Savings Bank of Parma.

I ’d n i j , l.'iKlvSZo, i*rcM(l<'iit ()| llic U nion of D istributive 

So< ii-lics in l.onil)arilv.

K ■ 1'I-'ai;j.i I. Caki.o, .Meinlx-r of tlie Council of the Union 

of 1‘eople’s Banks.

K ainkk i, Dk. (Jiovann i, Member of Parliament, President 
of the Federation of Italian Agricultural Co-oj)era(ive 
S(Kieties.

Kezzaha, Pkof. Niccoi.o, President of the Union of Catholic 
Social Institiitions of Bergamo.

Kizzi, Dk. P ie tro , I^resident of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Cremona.

Kossi, I.i i<;i, Director of the People’s Bank of Cremona.

S a m o g g ia . P r o f .  M assim o, Directi)r of the Agricultural 
Department of the Society “ Umanitaria ” at Milan.

S a n g u in e t t i ,  A ch ii.i.h , Member of the Council of the Union 
of People’s Banks.

S a n s o n e . P k o f .  A n to n io ,  Director of the Neapolitan Branch 
of the Federati(m of Italian Co-ojierative Agricultural 
Societies.

S p e r o x i,  G h^seppe , St'nator, President of the Savings Bank 
of the Provinces of Lombardy.

S t r in g h e r ,  P r o f .  B o n a ld o ,  Director General of the Bank 
of Italy.
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T on io lo , Pko f. G iushppf, lV(*si(icnt of the Italian Srction 
of the Intcrnafional Association for the Protoclion 
of the Labouring Classes.

V a r v a r o , I 'Id i ' a r d o , Director of the Savings l^ank “ Vittorio 
Enianuele ” of Palermo.

V eronesi, S an te , Director of tli('('ivil Servants’ C0-0]icrativc 
Society of Rome.

WOLLEMHORG, D r . L e o n e , Memher of Parliament, President 
of the ]’adua Federation of Village Banks.

Z a l i : ,  T iz iano , Director of the People’s Agricultural Bank 
of Lodi. •

Zucch in i, I ’ rok. Cesare, Director of the Savings Bank of 
Bologna.

Srcrcldru s :
CoN'ClNl, D r . Con’CINo , Secretary of the Union of Peoj)le‘s 

Banks of Italy.

Camanni, D r . Vinxenzo, Secretary at the Ministry of Agri
culture, Industry, an<l ('ommerce.

Voi.riNi, A iu u 's t o ,  Insi>ector of the People’s Bank of Cremona.

Fiam inco , PKor. ('iU!SEri>E, Author.

(ilORDANA, Dr . 'l lM.l.IO, A u lI lO I .

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AT ROME:
President: L iv .z a tm , L i ’kw,

Vicc-Prcsidcnt: M a c a i .d i ,  D r .  \'i.\cenzo.

Members : M a k f i ,  A n to .m o .

M e r i .a m , A i .h e r to .  

K a IN E R I, D r .  (ilOVANM. 

L e v i D e i.i.a  V id a ,  E t t o r e .

Secretaries : CoNC iN i. D r .  C o n c in o .

C a m a n n i , D r . \ in c e n z o .

LOCAL COMMITTEE AT CREMONA:
President: A nse lm i, A le ssand ro .

Members : F e r r a r i ,  D a r io  (Mayor).
B ia n c h i, Ca rlo .

B r iz i , P rof . A lessan d ro . 
Ma n d e l l i, A lfonso .

Secretary: V o lp in i, A ugusto .



INVITED GUESTS PRESENT AT THE CONGRESS.

M .  T m k a T E ,  r e p r « s o n t i n ^ ;  t i n ;  M i n i s t r y  o f  ( ? o n i n i e r c e  a n d  L a l i o u r .

I t n .C .A K lA .

.\f. a n d  M m e .  I ’k t k o  D i r c i i H i  K, r i-|}n..scnt ii )f j t h e  M i n i s t r y  i ) f  ( ’o i n i i i c r c e  

a n d  A j ^ r i c i i l i u r e .

D K N M A K K .

I I h  I ' A i ' i ' l i c n c y  S v k n I i I J i k j ^ h k o , M i n i s t e r  (<>r I ’l i l i l i c  A f f . i i r s .

I K  A N ’ C K ,

M .  J .  I ’A tM .  H d X C O i J K ,  rc|>n.-.seiiiinf; • M i n i . s t r y  o f  l- )i lx> ii r .

Mmc. Ho m oiiK
M .  D k c i i a h m k , r e p r e s e n t i n j ;  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  A n r i c u l i i i r e .

M .  C i r .  I* I< :< .H 'KNARI> , r e p r e s e n t i n g ;  t l i e  M i n i s t r y  o f  l , a l> o t i r .

m .'.V d A U V .

M .  I , .  t>i'; K o ' i  i i ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g ;  i l i e  M i n i s t r y  111 A j j r i c i i l t u r e .

rr .\ (A ’.

l l u  l ' . x < e l l e n i ' y  T i > M A ' r i n u M ,  \ lin i^ l l • t  f u r  i u r i  i^;ii A f f a i r s .

I  a d e r  S i 'c re t . irv  i)( S t a l e  ir|ir(-.i i i l i i i j ;  l l ie  M i n i s t r y  <if I ’l i l i l i c  W o r k s .

U r ,  \ t\( M.\i;a i .|)I ,  1 >ircc ii .r  t,| i )n :  I )e|>;utn ient o f  ( ,'rf(li t a n d  I ’rovi-

d e n t  I n s  ' l i l t i o n s  in  ill'.- M  i i i u i r y  o| A j ; r i i 'u l t i i r e ,  I i i d u s t i y ,  a n d  ( l o i u m e r c c .  

M o n s ^ r .  It<>MiMKt.t 1, l ! is l io| i  o| ( ' l e i i ' o n . i .

l » « i n  I s M t l . t o  l . « ) M l iA K l> t ,  S i- c r e l .K V  t o  t l i e  l i i s l m p  o f  ( C r e m o n a .

M .  D a r i o  I k k r a k i , .M a y o r  o f  ( ' l e n i o n a .

Coniin. A. ItAKtNKrn, I ’li sident of tlie I’roviiicial t.'ouncil.
C » v .  I v i ' i 'O K K  . S n ; N n n i ,  I ’r e s i d e n t  o f  t i n ;  J ' l o v i n c i a l  D e p t i t a t i o n .

( i e n c r a l  A r i M i >n i >I,  ( ' o n i n i a n d e r  o f  t lu- M i l i t a r y  D i v i s i o n .

■M. H o n k T T I ,  I n t e n i l e n t  o f  l - ' i n a n c r .

M, K t i 'o r k  SA fcm , Memlier of I'arliainent.
C t e i i e r a l  K r a n i 'K s c o  I ' I S T o j a , .N fo tn i ie r  o f  r a r l i a n i e n t .

( I f i u r a l  I ' R A S i  K s o >  M a k a /.z i , .M e i i i l i e r  o f  I ’a r l i a n i e n t .

M .  I ,K ( > M I > A  ) ! i s s o i .a t i , M c i n l > r r  o f  I ’a r l i a i n e n t .

Dr. Kt/./.t, I’resiilent of tlie ( liainher of Coinnierce.
M .  .\ i . i .KSAN t iK (>  A n s k i .m i . P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  I ’e o p l e ' s  l i a n k  o f  C r e m o n a .  

C o m m .  T i t o  C'a r n k r a i . I ,  r r e f e <  t o f  t h e  I ’ r o v i n c e  o f  O e i n o n a .  

k i ^ .  l . l l U i t  U o s s i ,  .M a n a ^ ; c r  o f  t l i e  I ’e o p l e ' s  H a n k  o f  ( . ' r e n i o n a .

K  i j ; .  ( ' a v .  C a k i . o  H i a n <  111, V i r e - l ’res id-  n i  o f  t h e  I ’e o p l e ’ s  15a n k  o f  C r e m o n a ;  

a n d  o t h e r  l e a i l i n j ;  o l l i c i a l s  o f  t h e  ( ‘ r e n i u n a  I J a n k .

N K T I I E K I . A N D S .

M a d a m e  A .  T r k u h - C o r n a z .

KC .S .S IA .

M .  S .  t )K  l iO K O D A K W S K V ,  D i i e i ' i o t  o f  t i l e  D e j j i i r l u i e i U  o f  P o p u l a r  C r e d i t .

S W I ' . D I ' . N .

M .  c ; .  I I .  V ON  K u c i l ,  r e p t e s e n t i n j ^  t h e  .M in i s t r y  fo r  l- 'o re i j^n  A f f a i r s .

U N I T h ' D  K I N G D O M .

M r .  J .  J .  D k n t , r e p r e s e n t i n ( {  t h e  l . a i i o u r  D c p a r t m e n l  o f  t h e  H o a r d  o f  T r a d e .
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DELEGATES REPRESENTING CO-OPERATIVE 

ORGANISATIONS IN MEMBERSHIP WITH THE 

INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE ALLIANCE.

Ko. r-Ki>nsiiin-\'i'r< in ; Ko. St. - S|Kii-Vi’t»'in ;

Ko. (7. = KonsiiniCfiio'.si'nscti.iri : - Alljjt'nu'iiu-r ;

Ko. I'rpd. / ’. r Konsiiin u. I’liidiikliv-W-iei'i ; .S'o<. “ St>cit l<; ;

- CoojH-ralivc ; /. = Indiislriiil ; P. - I’ruvidont ; - Ci>-oiK-ralivf ,

•V. - Soi k-l V ; E. -- Mi|uiial l«-; ./. = A.vsociation.

AUS'IKO-HUNCAUIAN MONAKCIIV.

AUM KIA.

- KiinMiiiivciciii ■■ \'niw,Ills, " Wien.
- /c-nltalv<-iliai)(i .isli-it. KiiiiMiiiivfroiiu-: Kohmi!;i-

vcK'ii) “ \'iII«aiIs, " Aiissij; : Aiissijjtr Ailtciirr
1)M( kricin : Ailn iict Sjiai n. KniisumM'ti iii ;ti
I ' Il ll f l l. lHs.

• ( iros',r iMl>aM(sj;csi llsi li. ill  lilr i i s l c i r i ’ i( lnsi lu '  K '.".- 

s i i i i iv f i i ' in i- .

Kavka, ( aii(i Mini-. [c(ln(ii;i /alozi-ii v < 'icliacli, na Motavc a ve Slc7slj. 
Siinaick, |. ■ Ji-iliiiila/all i/cii \ ( 'i i-lincli. na Moravc a vi-SIc/sVu.

ICmniciliii”. (i. 
I-AiUT, Jaidwi^

Kai|)ilis, Dr. H.

lU-rii.-ii, Dr. J. 
C v r l k o . l .  - 
(j)<irj;y, J'lndrc 
Jaiula. K.
<k' K.irulyi. < 'omli'

La^nrdr. — - 
I-.

\ ani<xk. M. -

IkTlrand, L

M.

JJenauIi, \' 
Octors, A. 
Serwv, V.

M d n c a k y .

Ors/-ij;«>s kij/.|Kiiiii liilclszovctk«**ct. 
llrvatska I’tiljiKl'i-l.sk.-i Katikn.
Orsza^os Kii/.pi'iiii Iliu-l.\7.<ivcikczi't. 
llrvalska I’uljodji-lska Hankn.
‘‘ llaiinya,” a tn:ij;yar nar.ilasziivctscg (ô jyaKzlasi t 

('•rlrkfsiln s/.ivcikt/cl*.-.
Allal:in>'s <i)(;yas/tasi sziivi-tkozct.
Mafj)ar .Mi-r.(î ;a/<iak Szi'Vclkozele.
Ilrva'ska I’uljuilji-lska ISanka.

r.Ki.cir.M .

Kcdi'ralii'ii <lfs S.h-. ('(inp. du I’arti ouvricr In-lpc., 

Maison du IViipIc, A'jvelais ; “  1̂ ’Kmulaiioo

))ri>li’iari<-iii)e’' <ic Scrainj;.
I ’opiilairc<k* Lii-gc.

La Maison du IVupli-, UruxcIIcs.
I'Y-ik-raiion d»-s Soc. Cixip. du I’nrti Duvricr l>c)gc; 

k- Vooruii d»* land ; Maison du I ’euplede I ’ont-i- 
(\-IIes.



D EN M A RK .

Woni, M. I ’. • - Sainwifkciule (lanske An<lc!sNlaj'lfriLT.

M.i^sliro, II. Ex. Svcnd. • .Aiulclsuilvalj'ct.

Jti»j;cnsin, S. - • • FacllcsforcniiiKfn for Daninarks Hriigsforciiingcr.

IK.AN'CE.

• M.mk Coop.dcs .\ssociations ouvricrrs<lcproduction.

- .Soc. Nimoi.M- i-t .Soliilarilc.”

• Ciiaiuliro ( ‘ouMillativL- .\ss(n:rialiuiis ixivricrcs 
<lc i'rodui'liiiii.

• Soc. Co"|). dc \'î i\t:rons c t Â r̂ic•ldic■tlr̂  do ( 'ofjnac.

• S(K'. Ooop. til.' Vij;u(.Toiis ct AnrioilU'urs d<- Co};nac.

■ I/lJni--n .Marau^silnai^<• I.a Ruche I ’rolctarienne, 

.\Inr < u s s i i n ; I > ' i  ;ionpaysanne,\Iaraus.san; 
Vij;nci"iis I.ilirosdc MaraussHi). 

and Federation <K-s S(h;. di- coiivtinination de»
I'liiploycs tics i-lu'iiiins dc fcr 1*. I*. M. ; 
“  l/l'Iitoiioiiic ” dc l)i(;iif.

• Sor. ('<>i»|>. df Vij;inTons ct .Aj’rictiltcurs de C-'o^nac

• ('i-iiirc fcdriatif <lii Cii'dii popiilairc cn I'raiu'c.

Six’, drs ,\^;iiciillfiir>i <li" I'raiiiv : .Soc. ('(>i>|>. .\j;ri- 
(lit Slid l’;>l ; riiiMii (.'riilr.dc lll•^ .Syndirats 

lie-. .\i;ii' iilii-iii s dr I r.ini f : riiiDi) i|ii .Siid l'lsl
ill . Svmln .iN ,\);i11 1iji '.

I iiiiiil r ( f i ll  I ,il ill r I nil III ( .III iji. lies Si h'. fr.iiiiaiics 
lie l uiiN'iiiiii.iiiiiii : Si'C. Coup. •' I,.I I ’iiilan-
lliiopii|iu-" lie .St. Utiny ; .Sue (o(i|). “  1,‘lJiiion ’’ 
di- I,iiiio^i\s; Sm'. I'imp. “  l.a I'ralcnicllc ” de 
Chcrlnmr';,

.\<'.ii. CiK))i. (K s nuvricrs dc riinpriincric “  I«x 
I,aln>rii'ii> ” do Nimcs.

- Hoiirsr ili-s ('oii|^H;rativcs Socialislcs dc p'rancc ; 
“  I / l ’nion"  (1 .Vniiens : [,a V'crrcric ouvricrc 
tl'AIUi : ‘ ‘ [/Eci'noniic” tic Nant'-.s.

■ Ma^asiii do ( iros lies (?oopctalivcs dc I'laticc; Soc. 
Coo|). “ l.a iJcilevilloisc " : ‘ ’ l.a .Maisoiinaise ” ; 
I.'.V^smanee imviieic <lc Nantes.

- “ l , ’Ctili(e Siu i.i.'c,” J’.iris ; I,a Ci'operation 
.Siieialisle," I'iris.

■ .Sue. ('imp. lie \'i;;nrroiis el Ajjrii'idleHrs de Ciij;nac

- Soc. (.'oi)|i. itru|;iiiot, Cros ct C'ic (ancient)c itiaison 
Lrc'airc).

- S«'i'. CtK>p. ISru^niol, Cros et Cio (aiicieiinc inaijion 
Ix-elaire).

■ < )l(icc CtMipcralil' d'acliats eil eoninuin pour le.s 
feiier.iiioiis oi soc. coop, de I'onsoiiiination ;
•• l,a Ktvi'iidicalion ” de 1‘iiteaux.

■ Ceiiir.- iV'di'r alii ilii Cit-dii [vipulairc eii France.

Kii.tiy, |.. .Mine.and .Mile. Feileration ili -, Sue. Ci>op. de euiisomm.itiuii des
iiiiploM^ >li -> iluMiims de (er I*. 1,. .M, ; 

“ 1 ' Kcoi.diiie" do .Sens; .Soc. Cimp. lilue tics 
einploye.s l ’.I...\l. do .Si. (leruiain dc-Fosses. 

Federation naliunalo des Cooperalives Aj^ricoles 
tVani,’aiM -> do priHluctiuii et do vente ; Iinpiinicric 
N'ouvello, Pans.

l'*»rit\ R. 

d-,- J: lyve, I !.

Mmnoan, -- - 

Hiuiiot • and .Mill 

Cath.tia, F lic  ■

Clii"us>c, C ., .Mni 

Milo.

Cra m, T . (■».

I > ito iir iiian lrllr , M 

lii- i'liiil^ .iil.iiiil,

Cii;;iiiiii\. C. • 

(•iiille iiiin . X .

Heliex. L.

I..»;;.uile, — -

I.«.iiin'-t, M . and .Miiio. 

M .iliilleau, 1,.

,M ntct, F.

Na>t, A.

};.i\iieri, t'.

de Ui>cijiiii^iiy, (.'iinile
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Dejung, J. • 

Elm, A. von • 

Gnindktitter, B. 

Hebettreit, A. 

Hebs, J. 

K«n/inann, H. 

Xiebnuinn, —

Xorenz, H. 

Markus, E. >

Neudcck, H.

Parrixot, G. 

Pottck, R. .

Prevel, V. 

RadestocV, M.

Riemimn, C.

Schulte, A.

Schwaize, O. • 
Simon, P.

! Steinbach, Mne. 
Vietb, F. .

Wagntr, Max

2ixHn,V,

GERMANY.

• Ko. V., Ludwigxhafen; Ko. Sp., ; I^liens-
bedUrfhiU'U. ProH. V., Freiburf; ; Ko. V., 
Mannheim ; K< V., Nun»l>erg.

• Tal«k»il>eitergcnossen»ch«ft, Ilnnihurf;: Ko. G.,
Berlin; Allg. Ku. V., HaUc; K<̂ ., linu-u. Sp. 
"Production,” Hamlniig | Ko. V., Wit enbcrg.

• Ko. G. "  Vorwiirta,” Barnten; AUg. Ko. V., Dort*
mund t Allg. Ko. V., DUsscIdorf; Ko. Sp., 
Enlinran.

• Verhand ThUringcr Konsamvcrcine; Ko. V., Etsen'
■ achj Ko. Prod. V., Ilmenau ; Ko. V .,Jena;

Ko. V., Zeitx.
• Verband Nord wcstdeutachcr Konsiim vcrcinc; Ko. G.

“ Vorwiirts," Bremen; Ko.V.JInnnovcr; Ko. Sp., 
Bant; Ko. Prod. G. “  Einigkeit." LtulcnscheiH.

• Zentralverband dcotscher Konsumvercinc ; Ko. V.,
Dessau : Ko. V., Rosslau ; Sti-ttinci Ko. Sp. ; 
Ko. V. Neustadt'Magdeburg.

• Mainicr Ko. 1 ^  Prod. G . ; Allg. Kn. V., Augs
burg; Ko. V., Canstan-Feuerlach: Verbarid 
Suaoeutscher Konsumvereine { Ka \., Sendling- 
MUnchen.

• Grosseinkauffgeaellschaft deutscher Konsumvereine;
Ko. V., FlenslHirg; Ko. V., Frenkfuit ; Ko. V., 
GUstrow; Ko. V., WUr*biirg.

• Verband der Konsum.u. ProUuctivgenosscnRchoften
in Rheinland und We*t£»len; Ko. V. “ Fort* 
schritt/’KrefcId ; Ko.G. “ Iloffnung,” MlUhcim; 
Ko. G. *• Einigkeii ” Kcmschci.l; Ko. V. 
“ Wohlftthrt," Weitnmr.

• Vcrl«nd dcr Konsumvercinc der I’rovinr Braiidcn-
hurg; Ko. V. “ Vorwarts,” Britniltnlnirg ; Ko. 
V. ••SdlwlhUlfc," Ungcnhiflau; K-. V. "Vor- 
warts.” Luckcnwalde; Ko, V ,̂ Vehcti.

• CrMit Gx>p^ratif de Lorraine.

■ Ko. V,, Aue I. E . ; Ko. V., Ammcndorf; Ko. V., 
Hennsdorf; Ko. Prod. G. “ Vorwarts/’ Loss* 
nitc; Ko. V., ZtihtL

• CrMit Coop^ratif de Lorraine.

• Verband srchiiacher TCoosamvereinc; K*. V.,
Altehemnitit { Ko. V,, Niedersedlitt; Ko. V.,
!'ieschen-Dr^ent Ko. V. “ Vorwarts," Pima.

• Allg. Ko. V., Qiemnlts; Ko. V. •• Vorwiirts,”
Dresden; Ko.V.,Gersdotf; Ko.V. “ lliiushalt," 
Meeranc; Ko. Sp.-u. Prod. G., OclstiitJ!.

• BUrger-u. Arbeiter-Ko. V. “ Eintracbt,” Essen;
I ^ .  Pro<l. G. “ Befreiung,” Elbcrfdd; Allg. 
Ko. V.. Hagen.

• Ko. V., Teucncm; Ko. V., Schweinfutt.
• Ko. V., Plauen; Ko. V., Forst.

Ko. V„ Harburg.
' Ko. V., Bremerhaven ; Ko. V., Cothc-n; Allg. 

Ko. V., Berqbaig ; Ko. V., Gnwii;; Ko. vT, 
Eilenburg.

Verband KOtteldeuttdier Konsumvercinc.

• Ko. V. lUr Gera-Debachwiu u.Umg.; Ko. V.,
Hohenmdlseii j Ko. V., Schmtilln ; Warenein* 
kau6tverein, Gotha; K a  Prod.*V., Altenburg.
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Abbmte, Avv. .Mario 

AIpe, V.

Ansclmi, AlciiMndro 

Bftlclini, Nullo

ITALY.

- Lega Nazionalc dclle Coop. lU l.

• Kcderazione Ital. dei Consorii Agrari.

- Assoctazi»ne fra le Banche I’opolari.

- Lega Nazionalc dclle Coop. Ita l.; Kcdcrazione fra
le Coop, di lavoro della provir.zia di Ravenna ; 
Associn/.ionc fra i braccianii di Kavenna.

- Lega Nn/.ionalc tlellc Cooi). Ital.Harliieri, Luriano - 
Uav*i, Dr. K»ci>lc - 
licltranii, Avv. Franccyro ,, ,, ,,
Rernnroli, Kgidio - • ,, ,, ,,
Hi-rtoli, (fiuscppc • - M
Hordigiago, .Marco • ,, ,, ,,
litifVoli, I.. • - - Uniotx- ('oo|H.Taiivii, Milan.

Cal>rini, On. .\ngelo • Lega Nazionalc dclle Coop. Ital. 

Cap|>ellano,.\vv.(fiuscppc ,• ,,
CaMliivi, Dr. (iiiilio  ,, ,,
('nvallera, Dr. (jiiiscp{)c ,, ,, ,,
ChiapiMirt, Dr. (^irlo ,, ,, •,
Chicsu, On. I’ictro ,, „  „
(N>rci»i, Avv. .\IcsHandro ,, ,, ,,
(%>nuuidini, .Vw. IJItaldo ,, ,,
Danii, Dr. Carlo • ,, ,,
Del Hosco, K.»g. V'irgili'» ,, ,, >>
Dr:iglifl(i, .\li’i»nsi> ,, ,, ,,

Kcrriiri, l ’ri>>|>cri> - 
I'erri, .\w. (>iaconio,

Depiiliito 
Friingi(>anc, Kranccsco
Giuincili, N*>Ji. (liu lm  
Gitimelli, T. •
Gualerzi, 1«'. •

Levi dalla Vida, Kttorc

l'’cdcr;i/ii>ne Ital. ilci Cunsot/i Agrari. 
Lcgii dclle ( 'od|). Ital.

Kcdcrar.ione (^>op. Milnnexi. 
Kfflcrazione Ital. dei Consorzi Agrari.

Awocia/.ionc fra Ic lianrhc i ’oi>olari. 

Luzzatti, i(is Kxcellenry, L. it

Maffi, Antonio - • Lega Nazionalc delle Coop. Ital.
Melani, Avv. .MIxrrto • ,, ,,
Mellini, Camillo - • Unione ( !<K)pcraiiva, Milan.
Messa, Orrstc - • Lega Nazionalc ilelle Coop. Ital.
Mont^zeniolo, .Nlarchrv.- Kcderazione Ital. dei Consorzi /Vgrari. 
Muraiidi, K. - ,, ,, „

Oddero, Avv. (iiacomu

Faglierini, Alberto
Ponii,' Lorenzo

Quaglino, Felice -

Kainiundi, Kinnnucle 
Kaineri, IW .  (1. - 
Kitiaudengo, Conte K.

Riva, C..

RiMlomonte, I'am illo

Lega Nazionalc dclle (^)op. Ital.

>> >• ••
Cons'irzio Lombardo delle Coop, di Consume. 

Lega Nazionalc delle C<«>p. Ital.

■ Fedcra/ione Ital. dei Consorzi Agraii.
- Sindac.ito Agricolo, Torino.

- Feder.izione Ital. dei Consorzi Agrari.

- Lega Nazionalc delle Cxwp. Ital.

Spiiielli, Francescanlt.iiio ,, ,, ,,
Squadrelli, A. - - Fedcrazionc Ital. dei Consorzi Agrari.

Tonelli, Michele - - Lega Nazionale delle Coop. Ital.

Vergnanini, Antonio - „  ,, „
Verzi, Ernesto - - „  „  ,,
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Rutgera, Dr. A.

Rutgeri, Madame

Dehli, O.

Halford, Mile. J.

Duca, J. G, - 
Ernesco, Fotin

Totomianz, Dr.

Ntcolitch, Dr. Georges

Koch, G. II. von •

Aebli, J.
KUndig, Dr. K. 
MUllcr, Dr. H.

Pronicr, H •
Racine, E.
Schlr, Prof. Dr. T. F. 
Thomet, F. 
Tichamper, —

Weckerle, Dr. F. ■

Allen, T, W. 

Arnold, T. C.

Bamford, W. 
BaUon, W. 
Bennett, J.

Bradley, W. J. 

Bachanan, A.

NETHERLANDS.

• Nederlandsclie t'fMip. Hond ; Kotterdamisrlie Coiip.
Vetbruiksverecniging; ‘‘ De Volharding” ; Cocip. 
Winkelver. v. h. district’s Gravnihagc van Eigcn 
Hiilps Utrechtschc Co<>p. Verluuiksver. van 
Eigen Huln.

• UlrcditKche CrKip. Verbruiksvcr. van Ei(;cn Hulp;
Cofij). Winkelver. "Eigen lluip,’’ Vlissingcn j 
Veniosche Winkelver. ; Coop. W'inkelver. v. h. 
district Arnhem van Eigen Hulp ; Van Marken’i 
Drukkerij.

NOUWAY.

• Norges Koop*nitive Inndsforening

PORTUGAL.

- Cooperativa Predial Porlugueza.

ROUMANIA.

• Caitse Centraledes lianquen Populaircs Roumainet.

•• »> »» »i t« 

RUSSIA.

• Union del Soc. Coup, de consonimation, Moscow.

SERVIA.

- Union G^n^ralc dcs .Socî t̂ s C<x)j)irativcs Agricolc*-
serbes.

SWEDEN.

• Koopcrniivtt I'Virliundit.

SWITZKKLAM).

• Konsumverciti, I'rauenfeld.
- Konjumgcnosscniichafl, Solothurn.
- Verl«nd Schwci/.eriKcher, Kon»umvercinc Unslc ;

Konsumvcrein, Winterthur.
■ Soci^t^ Coop, de consommatiun, Neuch&tel.
• Soci^t^ Coop. iuis*e de coMommation, Geneve.
- Allgemeiner Konsumverein, Lucerne.
- Koniumgenossenschaft, Bern.

Soci^t^ Co(». de coniomnidiion “ La Menarire” 
de Vevey.

• Allgemeiner Kotisumvercin, Basle.

UNITED KINGDOM.

• Blainal.P.C.S., Leicester Anchor Boot and Shoe S.,
Kettering C. Hoot and Shoe M.S.

• Woolwich Royal Arsenal C.S., Worcester New
C.I.S., Colchester and E. Essex C.I.S., Strat
ford C.I.S., Grays C.I.P.S.

Co-operative Newspaper S.
Windhill I.e.S.
Bradford C.S., MotsUy I.C.S., Ryhope and 

Silkworth I.P.S., Co-operative Insurance S., 
Great Harwood I.C.P.S., Stockport I.E.C.S. 

Bolton C S ., Birkenshaw I.S., Oldham E.C.S., 
Droylsden I.C.S., Fleetwood I.C.S.

Glasgow United C. Baking S., Wallsend I.C.S., 
Great Wigston I. P. S.
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Bary, Mrs. 
Campbell, Mist 
Corker, J.

Denman, F. ■

Farrow, E. F. 
Fawcett, J. W.

Feld, Count W. J. de 
Flanagan, J. A. 
Gibson, W. -

Gray, J. C. •

Grinling, Kev. C. H. 
Ilaironf, MissJ. •

Hart, J. 
Hodj*ctt, Mr*. 

Mivt •
CSSOI), L.

^iir(l, Mrs. • 
^)rd, Mrs. 
.ucn.s, J miles • 

M.-\t;hii‘, J. 
Mnxwcll, W.

•Maxwell, Mrs. W. 
Mclnne% D.

MoncriefT, A. 

Mort, I.

O’Brien, W. • 
Pannell, J. T. 
Pannell, .Mrv J. 
Pearson, I. • 
Rho<les, J.
Schofield, \V. H. - 
Tetlow, K.
Thompson, Alderman 
Thomson, G.

Tomlinson, C.
Vi^an, H., M.r. ■

Warne, R.

Wolff, H . W.

Unitbi) K ingdom—

• Women’s C. Guild, Spalding I.C.S.
• Oxford C. Huilders and Ddcoraton.
• I.«edt I.C.S., Hyde£.C.S., Warrington E.I.C.S.,

Ecclesall I.P.S., Farnworthand Keanley I.C.S.
• Bradford C.S., Alcester LC.S., Kettering I.C.S.,

Great Grimsby C.S., Bingley I.C.S.
• Stratford C.I.S.
• I.«eds I.C.S., Ilrighouse District I S., Keighley

I.C.S., Crewe C. Friendly S., Wrtlkden P.I.C.S., 
Cramlinnton District ('.S. 

la Co-partnership Tenants Limited.
• “ Scottish Co-operator” Newspaper S.
• Barrowford Cl..S., Brightside and Carhrook C.S.,

Birtley District C.S.
• Co-operative Union, Middleton and Tonge I.S.,

Burnley .Self-Help Cotton-Spinning M.S., Pen
dleton C.I.S., Heckmondwike I.C.S.

• Whaley Kridge I. Workiiig Men’s Friendly S.
• New Mills E C .I.S , Co-operative. Brotherhood

Trust, liarrow C.S., Jarrow and Hebbum C.S.
• Kinning Park (Glasgow) C.S.
- W me ’% C. Guild.
• Kugl)y I. P.C.S.
- IilenI Clothiers, Great Hor'on I.S.
• Scottish C. Woni-n’s Guild.
- Newtown C.S., iIevw>>o<l I.C.S.
• (jlH'*(;ow and Suhurbs District Conference A.
• (ilasgow United ('. liakin^; .S., Failsworth I.S.
• .Scottish (?. Wholesale S., (i.nteshrad I,{^S., l.iver-

ixK)l K.(^S., Colnc and District C..S., Ripley 
M.C S.

- Newcastle-on-Tyne C.S.
- Co-operative Wholesale S. (Manchester), Boston

E. I.C.S., Hull Printers S., Lincoln Land and 
Buildings., Lincoln E.I.C.S.

- Manchester and Salford E.C.S., Hebden Bridge
Fustian M.C.S.

- Co-opetative Wholesale S.,Compstall C.I.S., Hud
dersfield I.S , Gra'scroft I.C.S., Enfield Highway 
C.S., Shcerness S.

- E' cles P.I.C.S., Kettering Clothing M.C.S.
- Middlesborou(>h C.S.
- Becllingion Kconondc I.C.S.
- Cleator Moor C.S., Egreniont I.C.S.
- Bristol and District C.S.
• Rochdale E. Pioneers’ S.
- Bishop Auckland I.C.S.
• Grab's C.LP.S.
• Messrs. W. Thomwn Sc Sons, Hucknall Torkard

I.P.b.
- Co-operative Newsp>*per S.
- Labour Co-partnership Assn., Blaydon District

I.P.S., Epsom C.S., Airedale C. \Vorsted M.S., 
Co-operaiive Productive Federation.

- Gloucester C.I.S., Darlinrton C.I.S., River and
District C.S., Chelmsford Star C.I.S., Rushden 
I.C.S.

- Agricultural Organisation S., Darwen I.C.S., Bir-
mint>ham I.C.S., I^ngley Mill and Aldercar 
C.S.. .Shrewsbury I.C.S.
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INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE ALLIANCE 

PRESENT AT THE CONGRESS.

KOUMANIA. RUSSIA.

DrRpinesco, D. G. do Boro(laew*ky, S . ; Levitsky, N.

MEMBERS OF THE CONGRESS ONLY.

AUSTRO IIUNC.ARIAN MONAKCIiV.

At'MKIA.

Aficlicnlwnncr, A. H. He Mine. 1̂ d|X)I(1, ],.
de l''ily, Dr. J. de J-'fty, .Mile. N'tnuli'irfiT, ().

Sejjt^, ICinnnueIc, St>c. ('oop. frit Iinpie(;iili |)rivuli, Tiit-sitr.

Jlt'.NCAKV.

IkTiiKt, Mclu-lyi, K. N«j:v. -Mile. K.
Cvctko, Mnitf. K. Ni*};)', M«h\ Vanicek, Mine. J.
Jnndii, Mnic. M. I'--

in-LGIU.M.

Fran9oi>, A.
KoU8seau, E., Soc. Coop. “ Le rrogre.>. ’’ dr Jolimont.

DENMARK. Kram'k—(ouliHutd.

BIcm, Mmc. do .Murcillnc, —
Bidstrup, M. .Mauzaize, K.
Bidstrup, Mile. I. dc Monirol, II.

\’ofon, Mine.
FRANCE. Vvir, M.

Briat, Mmc. ^ vcr, 1>.
Buisson, F. GKRMAN\.
Cernesson, J. I'revel, Mme. A.
Cernesson, Mmc.
CWment, H. GREECE.
Colliez, A. (»eorj;i«des, 13em.
de Felice, —  I’apanastasiu, Dr. A. I’.
Gavelle, H. I ’hilnretos, (I. N.
Lftfoche-Joubeit, Mme. 1 heoiiorides, A.
Lhotelain, M. and Mme. \'<iurnav>s, I'ruf. C. Clir.
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Acquatid, Prof. Carlo 
Agalbato, Ernesto 
Agliardi, Dr. Luigi 
Alati, Demetrio -

Alherici, Luici 
Albi, Cav. Prof. Orazio

ri'ALY.

• Consorzio Agriculo, Keggto Emilia.
- &nca Fopolarc del Circund., Gcracc Marina.
• Consorzio Ai'rario, Bergftmo.
- Coop. Naz. liiipieg.ed Ag. Poslali.Tclcgr. cTelefon,

Milan.
• Coop. Contumo Ca<a del Pop., Carzeio di Soragna.
• Banca Popolnre, CittA S. Angelo; Banca Coop.

I^ma dci Peligni, Chieti; 8oc. Coop, case 
Popolari, Teraino; Banca Popolare, Teramo.

• Socicti Uniiinitaria, Milan.
Banca PopnI.iie, Sulinona.

• Ass. Gen. Operaj, Turin.
- Consorzio Agturiu, Salerno.
• Coop. Ferrovieri, Cremona.
• (S. .Marino [repubh.]).
• Coop. Agric. Iial., Milan.
• Bat.ca iNlutu.-. Popoluie, Florence.

AIc**i, Avv. (i. B.
Alic.-indri-Ciufclli, Avv.

Carlo 
Alignani, Dante •
Aliolta, Vincenzo - 
Alunno, Micheli - 
Amati, Olinto 
Ambrogi, Felice *
Ambion, Cav. Avv.

Eugenio
Amorth, Avv. Leopoldo - Cassa di KiN|mrmio, Modena.
Anastagi, C'av. Arturo • Banca .Mutua Pop>tlare, Florence.
Anilreotti, Ing. Giovanni Unione Iiiirrjirovinc. Agficola, Cremona.
Ansclnti, Avv.AlvHsandro Coop. I’ugliest* prod, vini, Barlctta; Banca Po|>olare,

Bil)liicni»; Banca Popolare C(K)j)., C liia t i: Banca 
l ’<>lM)larc, Cremona; Banca C^>op., I in o lc se ; 
Banco I’ojxilarc, Montcpulciatio; .Soc. CiKip. 

'ri|M>(>ntric.t, l ‘n<iua; ('assa Kisparmio, I’isii;
(Jen. ('oop. (,’onsumo fni piTnoiiale U. 

.\rsen:ilf, S|H.v.ia ; A»»<>ciazionc (icneralc OjKrai, 
Turin.

• I^iUeriii (^oop. di Korcello, Stagno Ix>nibardo.
• Consorzio Agrario, Cremona.
- Banca I‘i>i)ol;uc ('oop., Argcnta.

Ansclmi, Angelo • 
Anstflmi, C'urlo 
Antolini, Catlaneo, 

iliretlore 
Apostoli, Giovanni 
Ap^iani, Comm. • 

Graziano 
Araldi, Dr. Ale<uandro 
Armelloni, Giuseppe 
Armuzzi, Armanao 
Armuzzi, Giv. I’rof.

Vincenzo 
Arnaldo, Najxileone 
Attalico, Bernardo 
Azzali, Guido

• Banca Popolare. Esie.
• (Treviso).

• Latteria Socialc, Ac<{uanegra.
• (S"resina).
- Socield Agricola Operaia, Ostia e Fiumicino.
• Cassa di Risparmio, Ravenna.

• Ctmsorzio Agrario Sabino, Poggio Mirteto.
- (Cerignola).
- An. Coop. lavoro braccianti, Colorno.

Azzolini, Comm. Avv. G. Co<>p. Komana Iinpiegaii, Rome.
Azzoni, Ra^. Cesare • Ca«sa Ki>parmio, liorrcti‘>.
Baccaroni, Rag. Cav. Pio- Cassa di Risparmio, Modena.
Baccega, Antonio • - Sindacato Agrario Prealpino, Montebelluna.
Baccclli, Alfredo, Dep. • (Rome).
Balcstreri, Francesco - Latteria Soci.ile, Ca de’Stefani.
Ballciti, Prof. Andrea - Iknca Popolare, Reggio Emilia.
Burbanti Brodano, Avv.- Societn (.̂ )o]), facchini portabagagli nella stazione, 

(iiusep|>e Bolojjna.
Barbieri, Ing. Adelchi • C<>op. Fal'bricazione Concimi, Cremona.
Barbieri, Cav. Vittorio • Coop, l^onsumo, Via Sala, Milan.
Barbuggiani, Giuseppe - Cassa Risparmio, I^gnano.
Bardeaux,.\vv.Cornelio- Banca Po|XjIare Coop., Novara; Banca Coop.

Popolare, Casale Monferrato.
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Bargoni, ('nv. Giullo - Hanca I’opolare Leniiinnrn ; liancn I ’o|X>lare,

Kovijjo.
• (Rome).

Ita i.y— continued.

Tijx^rafm 0*op. Conicnsc, Legn Nazionale. 
Cassa Kisp.'irmin, Milan.

BarRoni, Avv. Cjiv.
Foscolo 

Bari, Aristide 
Barinctii, Comm. Avv.

Alfonso
Baroli, Nob. Dr. Adolfo - (Cremona).
Baroncini, Dr. C«v. • Cassa Kismimio, Imola.

KafTnclc
I^roni, Rag. Ettore - Iknca Coop. A(;ricola Comm., Casteggio (I’avia). 
Bartolini, Hag. Muliomo- Banca ]’op.*lare, Castiglione d. Stiv.
Baseggio, Luigi - • Banca l’o|x>lare, Motia di Livenza.
liasilc, Cav. Nunziaiite - Consorrio Agrnrif, Salerno.

(Ciemona).
Coop, case e allcvgi, Milan.
Soc. An. Coop, (ra murntori e manovali, Reggio 

Kmilia.
Coop, di Oreficeria, Vicepisa.
Society proHiitlori ix)7.xoli, Cremona.
Soc. An. Coop. Consumo, Gavasta.

Bnsola, (,'cfarc 
]iassi, Dr. Cav. Krcole 
Bellelli, Arturo

B( l̂ll, Valerio 
Bellini, Dr. Luigi • 
Bellodi, Hag. Ivo. •
Bclloni, Avv. Fortunato- (Legnago).
lielpiiliii, Luigi 
Brnaglio, C»e. Avv.

Giacinto 
Bencdetti, Rag. f ’arlo 
Benini, I'rof. k «k1<i1(o 

Benozro, Vittorio - 
Benr.i, (iaetnno

An. Coop. lav. pittori e decor., Keggio Emilia. 
Coniiireio Agiario, Bergamo.

• Unione('oop. Consumo, Nclro.
• (I’avia).
• Banca ]‘op<-larr, Maroslira.
- .Socifia ('oop. fncci)ini poitaliagagli nclla sin/.ione,

Boll (gnu.
Bcrardclli, Avv. Michclc- (Turin).
Borgama''clii, Giovanni • I.Alierin .Soi-iulr, .Soresinu.
Berganiasco.On. Kugcnii) Diinca l ’o | X ) ln r e  l/mu-IIinn, Mortara. 

dep.
Bergmann, Avv. C'av. - Banca I’»M'x)lnrr, Milan.

Unr. Gius.
Betinznghi, Ing. Cav. • An. Coop, di lavoro ha Agric., Kivolta d'Adda.

Francesco 
Bcrnardi, Avv. Antonio

Bernini, Rag. Anselmo 
Bernini. Lui^
Berra, Icnazio

Banca Popolare, I’ievc di Soligo; Grup|>o Ital.
lianchc I’opol., I’ieve di .Soligo.

Consoraio .^grario Coop., Mantova 
Socicti Coop. I>r.icciai ti, ('on.iclice. 
hlit. di Cred. |)cr le C<k)I)., Milan, 

Bertaz»)li,CRV.Emanuclc (?onsor*io Agiic. Coo|»., Itagnolo Mella.
Berthod, Dr. Flavio - A»»ociarione Agr. Friulana, Udine.
Bertola, Dr. Silvio • Consorzio Agr.irio Coop., (iuastaPn.
Besso, Comm. Marco • (Romf).
Betti, Rag. Vittorio - Bancn I’opolare, I’csarese.
Bcttinclli,Ing.Alr.ssandro (Cremona).
Biadene, Kag. Luigi • Banc.i l ’o|H>lare, Asolo.
Bianchi, Rag. Cav. Carlo - (Cremona).

Soc An. Coop. Operai, Bologna.
(Cremona).
Consorzio Agricolo, Parma.
(Milan).

Bignami, Cav. Giuseppe 
Bignamini, Mario • 
Biondi, Cav. Giuseppe 
Biraghi Los.setti, Rag.

Davide 
Bizzozsero, Antonio 
Bo, Riccardo 
Bocrhi, Aless&ndrn

Cattedra Ambulante d’Agric., Parma. 
An. Coop. Con., Colorno.
Conmizio Agrario, Cremona.
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Bocdni, Carlo 
Boitani, Guidu 
Bolognesi, Giovanni

Bolonsaro, Emilio 
BonacoKM, Gioseppc 
Honciovanni, Atv. u IImc 
Boraigtoni, Df. Cav.

(>iovanni 
Bor|;hi, Aristide ■ 
Boirhi,Avv.Car. Andrea 
Bout, Alfredo 
Brancaduro, Cle. I.
Brizi, I’rof. Alessandro • 
Broccardi, Inc. Eugenio > 
Broli, Avv. Giuseppe • 
Broniini, Entlia Mayno • 
Brui’nali, Dante - 
Brunialti, Attilio, Dep. • 
Brusadelli, Costanzo 
Brutasco, Aw. Atturo • 
Bruzzonc, Giacomo 
Buliani, Ugo 
Hucci, Avv. .AlrMandro • 
Hucci, Dr. Gio. Hatt. • 
Hunfcrli, Avv. Antonio • 
Bul(;nrctli, .\ngcIo- 
liulla, Kinaldo 
Bullini, Gaetano -

Busetti, Raf;. Ferdinando- 
Busini, Angelo Giovanni- 
Buzzatti, Carlo 
Cacchi, Guglielmo 
Calamani.Rac.GioN’anni* 
Caldate, C. Aleuandro * 
Calda. Lodonco •

Calissoni, Cav. F. • 
Callcf'ari, Dr. Umberto • 
Caini, Luip • - •
Calzoiari, I)r. Colombo • 
Camana, Giov. Batta. • 
Camerini. Cte. Dr. Paolo- 

deputato.
Campi, D. Cinzio - 
Canepa, Aw. Giuseppe ■ 
Canovia, Comm. Tito • 
Capellani, I*.
Caretoni, Alessandro 
Carctti, Cav. Giacomo - 
Cargati, Vincenzo - 
Carletti Giampieri, Dr.

Giuseppe 
Carloni, A\-v. Antonio 
Carminati, Francesco 
Cartapati, Giorgio - 
Casali, Eugenio -

\ Banca Coop. Ferroviaria, Siena.
• Vetreria Opernia Federale, Livorno.
' Consorzio delle Coop, di prod, e lavoro per la cos- 

truzione e I* esercizio della ferov. Reggio-Ciano, 
Kegcio Emilia.

• (Ascona).
(Milan). *
Bnnra I’opolare, Ixcco.
Banca I'opolare, Castel/ninco Veneto,

Socieiii Agricola Operaia, Ostia e Fiumicino. 
(Oemona).
Consorzio .Agrario C<x)p., Turin.
Banca Agric. Indu«iria|c, San. Benedetto del Tronto. 
Cattedra Ambulante d’Agric., Cremona.
An. Coop. Froousione, Sampierdarena.
Cassa Centr ile per le (>sae Cattoliche, Parma. 
Unidue Femminile Nazionale, Milan.
(Cremona).
Cesuna di Rovana.
Coop. Agriciila, Calventnno.
Cassa M. C. Italiana pension!, Turin.
Coop, sliarco e imliarco carU, Genoa.
Coop. (!onsumo, Fnenza.
Banca Popolarc .Sabina, Poggio Mirteto.
Hanra l ’o(xilarc, Facnzti.
Con«)r/.i(> Agrnrio (>>op., Imola.

«li Ki.spiirniio, Ficnr<»lo.
Feder. Coop, ilclla Provincia, C-remona.
Soc. An. Coop. (^>n». Prcvidcnza cii linmncipuione, 

Pudiio.
(Verona).
Coop. Tipografica Opernia, Cr'smona.
C<iop. Bracciantc, AigenUu 
Banci PojK>lare, Cesena.
(Cremona).
lianca Cattoi. S. Antonino, Piacenza.
Camera del lavorn, Sampierdarena ; Coop, sbarco e 

imixiico carli., Genoa ; Lega Nazionale.
An. Coop. Con., Conegliano.
(Parma).
Soc. An. Coop, fra birocciai, Reggio Emilia. 
C'onsorzio Agrario, Castiglione d. Siiv.
Banca I’opolare Coop., Massa Marittima.
(Piazzok »ul Brenta).

Cattedra anibulante d’Acric., Sondrio.
Cons. Acr. Cooa Val di Nervia, Piani Valle Crosia. 
Banca d Italia, Rome.
Cassa di Risparmio, Udine.
Banca Popolare Coop., Vicenza.
IsiitutoCase Po|x>l8ri, Rome.
Feder. Coop, della Provincia, Cremona.
Consorzio Agrar. Coop., Ancona.

Consorzio Canale Marzano, Cremona.
C(x>p. di Consumo, Cremona.
Banca Popolare. Bozzolo.
Soc. An. Coop, fia muratori e manovall, Regg o 

Emilia.

I t a ly — contin\ied.
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Casali, Orettc 
CaMlini, In|>. D 'menico 
Casaretto, Aw. Pier 

Franco 
Casati, Marchesc Ing. 
Catacza, Aw. C«v.

Gherardo 
Casclla, Onorato - 
Casoli, S)iero 
Catiiia, Giovanni - 
Castalrii, Lina 
Castellani, Cav. Rag.

Antonio 
CasUglioni, Rag. - 

Giuseppe 
Catanzaro, Cav.

Fortunate 
Catcniario, Aw. Carlo, ■ 

Duca di Quadri 
Cattaneo, Cav. Lodivico- 
Cavaglicri, Prof. Guido • 
Cavaua, Cav. Giovanni ■ 

dirctt.
Cavedo, Eut>enio - 
Cavour, Servadio • 
Ceccherclli, Antonio 
Cecchetti, Dr. Prof.

Giuseppe 
Cccchetto, Angelo 
Cecioni, Enrico

Cclli, Rag. Angelo 
Ccre.sa, Ri^. Giuseppe - 
Cerini, Ado - 
Cerini, MaicheseGcrino- 
Cerutti, G ia Battista • 
Cesaretti, Giuseppe 
Chiabrera Castelli, Cav. • 

Cesare 
Chiesa, Eugenio • 
Chimirri, Brano • 

deputato 
Ch|odelli, Aw. Gaetano • 
Chiodi, Rag. Giulio 
Chiolini, Francesco 
ChiumellOiCav.Giov-anni-

Ciboldi, Achille • 
Ciboldi, Aw, Nicola - 
Ciboldi, Paolo 
Cicogna,Comm. Antonio* 
Cicognani, Cav. - . • 

Guglielmo 
Ciniselli, Dr. Luigi 
Cinnante, Antonio 
Cipelli, Aw. Vittorio 

deputato 
Ciprtani, Aw. Camillo • 
Cipriani, Cav. Ettore •

• Soc. An. Coop. Con^umo, Gavas«a.
• Consonio Agrario, Bologna.
- CasM Kisparmio, (ienoa.

• Fahb. I’iacentina Cnncimi C., Piacenza.
- (Cremona).

• Cassa di Risparmio, Mirandola.
• Latteria Coop., Mas^ensatico.
- Coop. Muratori, Giovecca.
• (Cremona).
• Banca I ’rovinciale d. I’olesine, Rovigo.

• Coop. Operaia di Coniumo, Busto Arsizio.

• Unione Militare, Rome.

• Consonuo Agrario, Caierta; Banca Popolare '
Naples.

• Banca 1‘opolarc Coop,, Lendinara,
• (Home).
• Cassa Risparmio, Forei.

■ C(x>p. Braccianti, Cannuczo,
■ Banca Operaia Ancanitana, Ancona.
■ Banca Popolare Coop., S. Miniato.
Consorzio Agrario, Hergamo.

Banca l*o|>olarc, Marostica.
Socicti Comle Coop., Settignano ; Farmncia •

l‘'lorencc; Nazionale. 
linnca Popolnre, I’oppi; ('onsorzio Agrario,
Credito I’opolare, Milan.
Unione Naz. I^Kerie Coop., Milan.
Banca Popolare, Kirenzuola.
Soc. Coop. Consumo fra lavor., Moncalieri.
Bunca Popolare, Sasso-?'errato.
Consorzio Agrario Coop., Aoqui.

(Milan).
(Rome).

Credito Commerciale, Cremona.
Banca Popolare Agr. Comm., Pavia, 
lianca Popolare ^ r .  Comm., Stradeila.
Coop. Suburb, di (^nsumo fra Agenti Stradc Vcrm*'̂ > 

Milan.
(Cremona).
(Soresina).
(Luignano).
Monte dei Paschi, Siena.
Banca Popolare Coop., Savignano.

- (Cremona).
• Banca Popolare Cosentina, Coaenza.
• (Piacenza .

Banca Popolare, Poppi
Fed. Societii Coop, di Roitia e Provincia, Rome.

I t a ly — (ontinued.
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Codovilli, Aw. Giuseppe- Kanca Popolare Coop., Marcerhta Feltria. 
Coen, Girnm. Giulio • Cnmera di Commercto, Venice.
Coggi, IVof. Alessandro* (Cremona).
Co^i, Avv. Gaido - Monte di Picti, Cremona.
Coĝ u!î ti, Francesco • Latteria Sociale, Soresina.
Coletit, IVof. Francesco- (Kome).
Colfi, Prof. Giuseppe • Coop. Consumo, Hreno.
Coloml)elli, An(;c o • lianca Popolare Coop., Montagnana. 
Colomlio, Avv.Giuseppe- (Milano).
rolimna, Kag, Giusepj)e- Fe<iera*ione Casse Agiarie, Langhirano.

Hinca Popolare C«x)p., Todi (Perugia). 
(Ori^tano Cagliari).

Po|x) arc Sabina, Poggio Mirtelo. 
(.Milan).

I t a ly — <ontinutd.

Conics, ( ’av. GiuscpjK- 
Coininacini, Dr. .Mario ' 
Concini, (Jnmm.Concino 
Conti, Kmilio, scnatorc 

del Kcgno- 
Conti, Kag. Luij î • 
Curallini, Ur. (Hovanni • 

dir.
Ciirnaggia, On. March. • 

Dr. Carlo Ottavio, 
dcputato 

Cornicri, Avv. Luigi 
Corti, fng. Krncsto 
Ct)rii,(!av. U(T. GiusopiK- 
CoHta, Dr. I'.idlinc) 
(!iisiantini, I’a^jualc 
Cottnrclli, Alessandro •

lianca Popolare, Treviglio. 
Consorzio Agrario Coop., Acqui..

Banca Popolare, Milan.

C.issa Kisparmio, Florence.
('oop. fmp. Iwgni mare, Venice.
('assadi kisparmio, Citti di Castello.
Hiinca ('tH)p. .Agricola (.'omm., Casteggio (I'avia). 
Coop. Oix-r. Hi (.'onsumo, Neroto.
('i)op. S'nr. Impicg. c<l Ag. Postali, Tolcf^r. c Tcle- 

fon, Milan.
H:«nca l’(»|>ol«re, Motia di Livenza.

Ocnioncsi, Cav. Kltore- Hunca .Mutua Pop. Ajjricola, Palazrolo suit’ CJglio. 
CVeJipi, — . . - O-sa di kixparmio, Alessandria.
Crespi, Silvio, depulato- (Milan).
Crovctti, Kng. Cav. Vito- lianca Muiua I ’npolare, .Mantô •a.

Cranio, (Jaefano

Crore, Dr. Ottavio 
Cuziconi, Dr. Krcolc 
Dagnino, Felice

Hanca Popolare, Vittorio.
(^msorxio Agrario, Mortara.
Fratcllanza Artigiana Italiana, Florence; Banca 

Popolare Ligure e Cassa di Risparmio, Genoa. 
(Milan).
( ’ass.i Coop. Credito Soc. Op., Bologna.
< Florence).
(Padua).
Socicti di Credito, Mestre.
Unionc Operaia, Colonnata.
(Padua).

Dalai, Cav. Lnigi - 
Dalla, Rag. Severo 
Dalla Volta, I’rof. R.
D’.Mvise, Prof. Pietro 
D’Antl'rosio, Antonio 
Dami, Notaio Camillo 
D’Ancona, Prof. •

Alessandro 
D’Ancona, Prof. Di.

Comm. Napoleone 
Dandolo, Cav. Dr.

Giacomo
D’Angelo,l’rof. I’astjuale- C'assa di Hisparmio, Ascoti Piceno.
Danieli, Aw. Gualtiero- (Rome), 

deput.
D’Apel, Avv. Prof. - Hanca Coop. Agricola, Castel S. Pietro (Emilia);

Comm. Luigi Hanca Popolare di Credito, Bologna.
De Amicis, Avv. Emilio - Hanca Popo are, Alfedena.
DeAmicis, On. Comm. - Banca Popolare, Alfeden«.

Mansueto 
De Andreis, Ing. Luigi, • (Milan), 

dep.

- (Padua).

• Cassa di Risparmio, Padua.
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De Balto Sqailacioti, • Banca 1‘opolarc del Circond., Gerace Marina.
Ckv. Leop.

De Barbleri, Arturo • Fed. Coop. Prod. .luiv. c Cons., Genoa. 
DcBenedetti, Kag. Ugo.* Conaorzio Ai’rarin, No\-ara.
De Biase, Camillo • • (Aquiln).
De Carolii, Carlo • • Fed. CaR»c Agrarie neutre, Lnnghirann.
DeCarolis, Dr.Vincento- Catiedra Anibulante d’Agric., Cremona.
De Colie, Aw. Renaio - Banca I’opolare, S. Dona di I’iave. 
DeFalca,CaT.Bem.Lrdo- ConaoiElo Agrario, Salerno.
De Franceaco, Edoardo • Banca Popolare, I^itentano kuI lago.
DeGani,IUg. Arcangelo* Sdcieti Coop. Lav. Sabbionai, Milan.
De! Bondio, Libero • Coop, Ferr. Conxumo, Torino; Tipografia Coop.,

Turin; C«K>p. Selci«tori, Tuiin.
• (Lrgnano) dcputato.
• Banca I’opolarc Coop., Chioggiii

I t a ly — continued.

Dell'Acqua, Carlo 
Della Bona, Cav. ■ 

Domenico 
Della Celia, Nob. Cav.

Guttavo.
Della Corna, Argento 
Della Tprta, Cav. Kag. 

Leopoldo

- Caua di Kitparmio, 1‘iacenta.

• (Sorcaina).
• Banca ropolarc, Milan ; Banca Popolare Lomellina, 

Mortara.
Della Torre, Rag. Enrico* Contoraio Agrario, Gubbia
Della Torre, Luigi

Della Zoppa, Comm.
Giovanni 

Delle Fontane, Pawjualc- 
De Micheli, Carlo 
Dc Montenmior, • 

MarchcKc G.
Dcnli, Anncitn

Istit. di Cred. per le Coup., Milan ; Socicti 
Umaniuria, Milan.

(Turin).

Coop., Albareto di Modena.
Lattcria Socialc, dc’ Stcfani.
Coop. Agr., Arirnzo; Hanca Coop. Po|>olare, 

Arirnzo; Omsorzio Agt. ('uop., Caacita.
Socictjk An. Coop. Hrarctanli, NiwMut I îml>nrda. 

DcPaoli.Comin.Kuieiiio* Soc. An. Coop. Ojjerni, Itolognn; Cn>»n (,'oop. di
Cred. Ira Iniii. civ., }ioI<gna.

Dc Praetia, Dr. Italol’io - Banca Ca tol. Coup., Urbinu.
Dc Tivoli, Viiale 
De Veccht, Comm.

Maasimo 
Diad4, Rodolfo • 
Diena, Rag. Umberto 
Dolfini, Maria 
Donini, Don Ceiarc 
Donselli, Rag. Giovanni 
Dra^ni, Batiiita • 
Dubini, Fr«ncc4c0, dep. 
Dugoni, Enrico 
Duma, Rag. Ceaare 
"EmilUni, a v .  Uff.

Ariatide

• (Ptaccnta). 
(Milan).

• Coop, di Lavoro, Fratta Polesine.
• Banca delle Coop, della Prnv., Keggio d’Emilta.
• Aaau& Macittrale Femminile, Cremona.
• (Bignano (TAdda).
• Banca Co(^., Grumello Cremon.
• Aitociaz. Coop. Braccianti, Ravenna.
• (Milan).
• FederarJone Coop., Mantorana.
- Banca Popolare, Salu.
• Banca Pojwlarc Co<ip., Vicenza; Banca Pop. Coop. 

7 Cuinuni, Asiago; Banca Coup., Codraipo
(Udine).

Errichelli, Aw. Alfonio* Cam  Coop, di Credito fra Impiegati del Banco,
NaplPH.

Errichelli, Cav. Aw. • Caawi Coop, di Credito fra Impiegati del Banoo, 
Gioacchino N^les.

Evmngeliiti, Ing. Attilio* An. Coop, operai del mand., Budrio} Lega
Nasionale.

latituto Naz. di Credito per ̂ li Impiegati, Rome. 
Banca Matua Popolare, Schio.

Fabbri, Aw. Seleno 
Fabris, Rag. Guido 
Faldo, Riw. Alesundro 
Faidutti, u v . Luigi

Banca Popolare, Piacenza. 
Banca Friulana, Gorizia.
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Falaschi, Giosafintte 
Faletti, Giuseppe - 
Fanfani, Cav. Olinto 
Fariiu. Avv. Angelo 
Farinola, Gaelario - 
Fasoli, Agostino - 
F«J*i, Oreste 
Felciori, Frof. Azeglio 
Felter, Francenco - 
Fenili, Angtl<»
Fcratxili, Ing. Antonio 
Feraboli, Luigi 
Fefragni, Avv. Luciano 
Ferrari, Prof. Bruno 
Ferrari, Erminia - 
Ferrari, Rag. Ettore 
Ferrari, Ca/. Lbippo 
Ferr.irini, Luigi 
Ferrario, Cav. Uff. Rag.

Riccardo 
Ferraris, Comm. Aw.

Maggior 
Ferrnti, Attilio 
Ferrati, Renata

Ferrnzzi, (Icdcont; - 
Ferrcni ili

On. Mnrchcsc Osare 
Ferri, Knrico 
Fcrzi, Avv. Antonio 
Ferzi, I'ieiro 
Fiammingo, I'rof.

Giuseppe 
Filippini, Kag. Luigi 
Filomu»i, I’rof. Francesco 
Finzi, Avv. Cav. Cesarc 
Flora, Cav. Domenico 
F<ii, Enrico •

Foiloni, Leopoldo 
Fontana, Avv. Carlo 
Formentini, Antonio 
Fornaci, Dr. Camillo 
Fornaciari, Dr. Luigi 
Forti, Rag. Giulio

Fortuna, i'rancesco 
Fouquet.Ing.GiovanniB 
Fracaro, Giovanni 
Franchi, Cav. Francesco- 
Francisci,Cte.Cav. Pietro 
Franzino, Giuseppe 
Frazzi, Ing. Francesco - 
Frazzi, Romeo 
Fretti, Cav. Uff. Dr. -

Enrico 
Frizzerin, Avv. Federico- 
Frola, Senatore Secondo- 
Fronzi, Eugenio -

An. Coop. Consumo, Gavorrano:
Banca Popotare, Caianzaro.
Consorsio A^rario, Puppi.
Banca Popoiare, Cortona.
Societi Produttori Bozzoli, Cremona.
Stagionatura Bozzoli, Bagnola Meila.
Banca Fop. Coop. Livornese, Livorno.
Banca Popoiare, Jesi.
Consorzto Agrario Coop., Manerlia.
Banca Piccolo Credito Bergamasco, Bergamo. 
(Cremona).
Societi  ̂Produttori Bozzoli, Cremona.
(Cremona).
Banca Popoiare, Legnago.
SocietiCoop. Lav. Sabbionai, Milan.
Banca Popoiare Agr. Comm., I’ la.
Banca Popoiare, Piacenza.
Anon. Co< j). Lavoro Hraccianti, Colorno.
Banca Popoiare, Lecco.

Banra Popoiare. Acqui; Coop. Romana Impiegati, 
Rome.

Society Coop., Rifredi.
S:»cict.\ An. Coop, di Cons, e Prev. fra gli Agenti 

SS. FF.. Florence.
Hanca Popoiare, Dolo.
(!assa Rispaimio, Turin.

Coop. Ferrovieri, Cremona.
Banca E^crcenti, Milan.
Banca Coop., Pizzighettone.
{Rome).

Tipografia Coop., Turin.
(Ron̂ .e).
lianca Mutua PojMlare, Mantova.
Banca Popoiare Coop., Modugno.
Coop. Naz. Impieg. ed Ag. PostaliTelegr. eTelefon, 

Milan.
Banca Popoiare, Monlichiari.
Banca Mutua Popoiare, Schio.
Society Coop, di Consumo, Luzznra (Reggio E.). 
Cattedra Ambulante d’Agric., Milan.
Constirzio Agrario, Cremona.
Alleanze Coop., Milaneti; Fed. Mil. Ct>op. Prod.

e Lav., Milan.
(Soresina).
(Castelleone).
Banca Agricola, Milanese.
Cassa Risparmio, Turin.
Banca Popoiare Coop., Todi (Perugia), 
lianca Pujxiiare, Oderzo.
(Cremona).
(Cremona).
Banca Popoiare, Thiene.

(Padua).
(Tuiin).
Lega Nazionale.

I t a ly — continued.
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Fumagalli, Eme'to 
Fuinagalli, Rsg. Cav.

Pietro 
Gaia, Av>’. Gioachino 
Giuanigo, Cav. Dr. Gio 

Batt.
Galitnberli, GiV. Amad 
Galmuzzi, Romilda 
Garavini, Camiilo • 
Gareschi, Celeste - 
Garibotti, Giuseppe

Garibotti, Makcheroni 
Garino, Inc. Giovanni 
Gasparini, Dr. Francesc 
Gasperini, Nico 
Gatteschi, Emanuele 
Gatti Casazza, Col.

Comm. Stefano 
Gavaui, Lodovico, de] 
Gavini, Aw. Pietro 
Gazzoni, Aristide • 
Geisser, Alberto • 
Genevini, Ing. Antonio 
Gerevini, Giacomo 
Gcrevini, Oliviero - 
German!, Annibale 
Geronazzo, Angelo 
Ghignotii, Giulio • 
Gincchino, Rag. Mario 
Ginldini, Rag. Emilio 
Gianfetrari, Felice 
Giardini, 1 ^ .  Krncsto 
Giardinieri, Oddo • 
GioIo.Cav. Aw. Giovann 
Gioppi, Cte. Comm.

Ayv. Cesare 
Giovannetti, Giovanni 
Giudici, Dr. Giovanni 
Giumelii, Dr. Tullio

Giussani, Cav. Ing.
Antonio 

Gnaga, Cav. Rag. G.
ibbi, I’rof, Ulisse 

Goffrini, Celeste - 
Gorio.Cav. Dr. Giovann 
Gornini, Avv. Furga 

Nob, Scm.
Gramicia, Curzio • 
Granata, Angelo - 
Grand, Ermmio - 
Grandi, Cav. Dante 
Giandi, Giovanni • 
Grass!, Enrico 
Grassi, Luigi 
Gi^olatti, Aw. Comm.

Gianni 
Gfisietti, Michele >

(Cremona).
Banca Mutua I ’opolnrc, Bergamo.

Banca Cattol. S. Anionino, Piaceni*.
Banca Mutua I ’opolarc, Valdagno.

Banca l ’j)po]are Coop., Cliioggia.
Societi Industrie fcnim. Ital.. Cremona.
Coop. Braccianti, Alfonsine (Ravenna).
(Crtmnna).
Societi  ̂Operaia di M. S., Cremona; Coop, di Con- 

sumo, Cremona; I^ga Nazion.nle.
Feder. Coop, della Provincia, Cremona.
Consorzio Agrario Coop., Turin.
Banca Mutua Pop. Agiicola, Pnlazzolo sull’Oglio. 
Soc. Cfxip. Consumo, Gualticri (Regi îo E.).
Banca Popolare, I ’oppi.
Banca Mutua Popolare, Ferrara.

(Milan).
(Cremona).
Banca Popolare, Cesena.

iTAlSi— fontittued.

(Turin).
(Cremona).
(Cremona).
Society An. Coop. Braccianti, Massa Lon>l)tirda. 
(Cremona).
Banc« Popolare, Valdobbiadcne.
SocietA f)|)craia d! M.S., Cremona.
Cassa di Risparmio, Alessandria.
Banca Po}>olaie, Moiitichiari.
Soc. An. Coop, case OjK-raic, Kegj;io Kmilia.
Banca P<MX>Iare Lomellina, Mortara.
Laitcria Coop., Gaggiano.
Banca Po|x>lare, Rovigo.
Banca Agricola, Mantovana.

Soc. An. Coop, fra Birocciai, Reggio Emilia.
Cassa Risparmio, Legnago.
SocietJi Umanitaria, Milan ; Fed. mil. Coop. Prod.

e Lav., Milan.
Soc. Coop. Edif. Abitaz Operai, Como.

ianca Popolare, Soncino.
Milan).

Associaz. Coop. Braccianti, Ravenna.
Brescia).
ianca Popolare, Bozzolo.

^ p .  Ferr. per co»tr. case Op., Rome. 
v«ga addetti Co>m., Milan.
U>op. Muraria, Treviglio.
'oop. Cosiruz. case Popolari, Rome.
loc. An. Coop. Braccianti, C^tiglione d’Cervia.
^ p .  di Consumo, Cremona.
Soretina).
)uia Risparmio, Vexona.

Societil Coop, di Consumo, Amelia; L c ^  Nazionale.
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Groppi, Giulio • - Coop. Fmbbricazione Concimi, Cremona.
Gruber,Cav.Ing.Tcodoro-Sinaaeato Agricolo, Padua.
Guadagnini, Rag. Luigi • Banc* Coop., Bologna.
Gualerzi, Cav. Dr.

Francenco 
Guarinoni, Napoleone 
Guarneri, Egi«to •
Guii'ti, Avv. Cav.

Fcderico 
Gucrci, Rat;. Alfredo 
Guerrcschi, Abramo

I t a ly  —<ontin ued.

Contorziu Agricolo, Reggio Emilia.

Banca I’opolare, S. Donit di Piave. 
(Cremona).
(Milan).

Consnrzio Acrnrio Coop., Ravenna. 
Coop. Hraccianti, (!annuzzo.

Guidn An.tclnii, Virginia- Society Industrie fcmm, Ital., Cremona. 
Guida, Dr. Arnaldo . Latteria Sociale, C i de’Slefani.
Guida, Vencetlao • • Actjmnegra Crennineae.
Guidetii, Prof. Kainero* UnioneConp. Aj; iti SS. FF., Verona.
Guidi, March. Dr.

Antonio 
Guindani, Rag. Et'ore 
Guindani, Ferruccio 
Gulto, Rag. Vittorio 
Guiimani, Cav. Ce»are 
Mo!(j;reniiccia. Clara 
Indrio, I’rof. Dr. I’aMjuale-

B*nai, S. Bened. del Tronto.

Jotlii, Avv. l.uitji ■ 
Krrtssich, Rajj. Carlo 
Kunibli, Otto

. Coop, di Consumo, Cremona.
• (Cremo’ *).
• Banca Popolare Cosrntina, Cosenzn.
• Coniorzio Agrarto, Novara.
• (Cremona'.

Banca Mutiia Popolare, Altamura ; Casun Prov. di 
Crcdito .\j;rario della liasilicata, I’otenza. 

(Cremona).
lianca Po|)«lare, S. .Scvcro.
Lntteria S<x;iale, Ao|uancgra.

Lacchdli.Ciiv. (»iû c;>pe- Hanca Poix)!are, Modena.
I^indriaiii, In^. Antonio (Cremona).
l.asagni, Kag. Vittorio • Coop, di Consumo, CogruMO di Castelnuovo. 
I^torre, Raif. I.eonardo- Banca Popolarc, Rutigliano.
Lavriano, Fahn/io • (Pesco Pagano).
Lazzati, Roniolo - • Coop. Tipografica Operaia, Crem( nn.
Lazzarini.Cav. Ing. Pietro-Banca Popo'are, E*te.
Levi Della Vida, Ettcre- Associazione fra Ic Banche Popolari, Rome.

Scuoladi Pesca, Venice.
Banca PiccoU) Crcdito, Vigevano.
Coop. Ferrovieri, Cremona.
.Sr>ciei4 An. Coop. Barocciai, Novi di Modena. 
B^nca Popolare, Trevigllo.
(Casalnia^giore).

Le^  ̂ .Morenos, Prof. D. 
Liverani, Prof. Rag. A. 
Loca, Ale.«ai>dro - 
Lf)di, Giovanni 
Lo<iigiani, Umlierto 
Longari Ponzone, Nol>.

Cav. Giovanni 
Longhi, Cav. Rag. Giulin Banca Popolare, Crem.'.
Longnbardi.Rag. Achille- Banca Popolare Agricola, Samo.
Lorini, I’rof. .\w. Com. - Castello di .Mornico.

Teocle
- Coop. Lavoranti Muratori, Milan.
- Associazione fra Ic Banrhe Popolari, Rome j Banca 

Popolare Senese, Siena ; Banca Popolaie Coop., 
Ba^ocavallo ; Banca. Coop., Codraipo (Udine); 
Banca Pooolate Coop., S. Agata dei Goti; Banca 
Po|X)lareC‘'op.,Bassano; Banca Popolare,Venice.

• Cassa M.C. Ituliana (>ensioni, Turin.
- (Crrmona).

Maldifassi.Avv.Giuteppe (Milan).
Malfatti, Giuseope • Banca Popolare Coop., Matsa Marittima. 
Maluta.Cav. Dr. Michele- Coop. Manutenzione Stride, Padua.
Manara, Aw. Prof. Cav.- (Genoa).

Ulisse

Luraschi, Giovanni 
Luzzatti, C< mni. Prof. 

Luigi

Maccari, Avv. Luigi 
Magnoli, Ines
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MancAStroppa, Ernesto • Lnttcrin Sociale, Aajunnegni. 
Mancini, L«rlo - - Gx>p. Tipn|>rafica Operaia, Cretnono.
Manerb«,Cav.Avv.Car1o- Crcaito Agrariu Brescinno, BreKia. 
Manestra, Sigisninndo • Soc. An. Coop. Falrgnanii, Kavennn. 
Manfe, Cav. Rag. I ’rof. - Banca Antoniana, I’adua.

Giov.
Manfrin, Avv. Cav.

Eugenio 
Mangano, Antonio 
Mantellini, Silvio • 
Mantovani, Giovanni 
Mnniovani, Giulio

Catsa Riitparnitn, Venice.

- Coop. Aite Dorate, Milan.
• Coop. Braccianti e Carreltieri, Kaenza.
- Banca Popolare, Thieiie.
• Sociftii Citntadini, Kr^gio Emilia.

Manuzzi,Dr. Comm. I ’io> Cassn Kitparmio, Forli.
Prei.

Manzatu, Aw. Kenato • (Venice).
Maraliini, Anselmo • Fed. Italiana fra Ccrnniisti Stovigliai etl affini, Iniulu. 
Maraini, Clemente, dep.> (Home).
Maraini, Emilio, dep. • (Kume).
Mnrangoni,Dr.Francesco*Fabbr. C«x)p. Concimi, Mantova.
Marcantnni, Avv. • • Banca Popolare, Conegliano.

Giovanni
Marchesini, I^acifico • Soc. An. Coop. Cons. I’revidenza ed Emancipozione,

Pudriu.
Bnncn Popolare Coop., Lendinara; Banca Popolare, 

Kovigo.
(Cremona).
Latteria Coop, di Forc« i!o, Stagno Lomlnrdo.

Mnrchiori, Avv. Comm, 
Pietro 

Mnrcnghi, Aw. Luigi 
Marenghi, Cav, Rag.

Kosolino 
Mari, Rag. Anselmo Fedeiaz'onc Coop., Mantovana.
Mariani, Rng. Gaetano - Coop. Akic ]>orn'c, Milui); Cou|>. Siuccnt. e Lav.

in cent., Milnn: ('oop. I^votanti Muiaiori, Milan.
- Soc. (N)"p. Ciiso I'opolari, Teranxi.Marsili, Kng. Prof.

I'rancesco 
Marsili, Serviliu • 
Martina, — •
Martini, Dr. Carlo 
Martini, Ing. Ettore 
Mascati, Fililwrto • 
Maschieito, Vittorio

Mascianlunio, Patqoale 
deput.

Mattioni, Avv. G. - 
Maturi, C^v. Avv.

Pas(]ualc 
Mauri, Anna 
Mazara, Marcheie 

Vincenzo 
Mnzza, T)r. Pietro - 
Mazzaggio, Bernardino

• ( ’tissa Kispatmio, OtDicrino.
• Ki der. ('oop. della I’ruvincia, Cremona.
• (Cicni'ina).
- Manca Caitol. S. Antonino, I’iacenz*.
• Conxorzio Agrario, Saleino.
• Gruppo Iial. Banche Popol., Pieve di Soligo ; Banca

Popolare, Pieve di Soligo.
• (Rome).

- Banca Coop., Terni.
• Banca Mutua Popolare, Caiazzo

- Union* Femminile Nazionalc, Milan.
- Banca Popolare, Sulmonn.

Mazzali, Mamante 
Mazzanti, Raflaele

Banca Po|>ularc Agr. Comm., Stradella.
SocietA Coop. Lavoraiori, Castelbaldo; Lega 

Nozionate.
Soc. An. Co'»p. Baroccial, Novi di Modena. 
Feder. Coon. piod. e lavoro, Ferrara; Lega 

Nazionale.
Mazzarini,Pror. Fiigenio- Banca Popolare, Jesi.
Mazzocchi, Nello - • Banca Coop. Ferroviaria, Siena.
Mazzolini, Francesco • Coop. Camica di Coniumo, Tolmezzo
Mazzoni, Giuseppe • Banca Popolare Coop., Ravenna.
Mazzoni, Nino • • Societi An. Cuop. Braccianti, Maua Lombarda
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Mauotto, C'av. Norberto* Sindacato Agricolo, Vicenza. 
Melchiorri,Dr.Domenico-B«nca Popolare, Suso-Ferrato.
Mclli, Angelo • • Banca Mutua Popolare, Mantova.
Melli, Oiv. Rag. Pietro • B*nca Popolare, Inlra.

- Unione Coop., Milan.
• lianra I'opolare, Montel^elluna.
- C<K)|>crAtiva, Alhareto di Modena.
- (Mnssa Marittinia).
- Soc. An. CtMip. Consumo, Surzara.
• C<M>p. liraccianti, S. AU>erto (Ravenna).
• (ViarejjRio).
• lianca Po|x)lare, Firenzuola.
- (Sanj îiinettu).
• (*ass;i del Popolo, Cerlalilo.
• till Pbpolarc, Soncino.
. “ I..1 (.'onconlia,” Milan.
• iianca Popolare, Milan.
- Banca A|;ricoIa, Cosenza.
- Society Op. M. S., Concgliano ; Societii Op. M.S. 

Cremona ; Banco Pop<jlare, Cotlogno.
.Micheli, Dr. (jiu.teppe - Cns<a di Rispartnio, I’arma.
MichcU-I.indncr, (Mxela- (Tuiin).

Hancu l’o|x>larc del Circond., (leracc Marina. 
(Trc-viso).

I ta  ly —continued.

Mcllini, Avv. (Emilio 
Memi, Cav. G oU m Io 

Menabue, Celto • 
Mencacci, Arluro • 
Menotii, Luppi 
Menta, Giovanni - 
Mcrciai, Dr. (Jiqiio 
Merelli, Olinlo 
.Nferitani, (>., dcputato 
Merlani, Avv. Alberto 
Meroni, Cav. Luigi 
Metsa, Ing. Emilio 
Mezzi, Avv. Filippo 
Micheli, CeleKtino • 
Micheli, Giovanni •

Milt'lo, Antonio 
Mincsflo, Avv. ("omni.

I.CO|>ol.
Minotto, kiif;. Cav. Uff.

Oiorjjio 
Mioni. (,'av. Avv. • 

(Jiovanni 
Miraglio, Comm. - 
Mistrorigo, Ccsare 

Eniilio - 
Mo<tigliani, Avv. • 
Modona, Leone Neppi 
Modoneti, Rag. Cav, 

Umberto 
Muiolarini, Annibale

Uancii l’oi>c(lare di Ocdito, liologna.

• n.inra I'opolare, Dolo.

■ C^ssit Risi'armio Banco Napjli.
• Banca PojMilarc, Arzignano. •
• Socii t;\ ('oop. Muratori, Ravenna.
- Fcflcr. region, toscana fra Society di M.S., Livorno.
• (Florence).
• Banca Coop., Bologna.

(Ficsse).
Moizzi.Cav.Uff.Zcftuino- Banca Popolare, Padua; Iianca Po|x)lare Coop,,

CampnMimpiero; Banca Popolare Coop,,Sondrio; 
Iianca Popolare, Cittadclla.

Moizzo, Gi4)v. Ba'ia. • Tipografia Coop, Comense, Como. 
Molieni.t'av.UffJuanito- Banca Po|X)lare Coop., Naples. 
Monacclli.Rng.KnricoG. B.inca Po|)olare, Gubbio.
Afondini, Lui>;i • - Latceri:i Sociale, Soresina.
Monicii, Melio - • Iianca Operaia Anconitana, Ancona.
Montezenmlo, Marchesc- Coop. Agricola, Mondovi.

Ing.
Monzati, Renato - • Cassa Rurale, Fratta Polesine.
Morandi, Ing. Emilio - Feder. Agr. dei Consorzi, Piacenza.
Morandi, \'encesIao - I^tieria Sociale, Soresina.
Morclli, Avv. Giuseppe - Cassa Kisparmlo, Castelfranco Veneto.
Moretti, Giuseppe - (Soresina).
Moroni, Marco • - Socicti Coop. Muratori, Ravenna.
•Moroni, I>r. Pacifico - ( ’onsorzio Agrario Cotip., Pesaro.
Morpurgo, On. Comm. - Banca Coop. Udinese.

Elio, dep.
Morpurgo, Avv. Comm.- (Milan).

Gerol.
Muzzarini, ('arid - - An. (,‘oop. Muralori e Manov., GuastalJa.
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Mozzi, Cav. Baldinu 
MUncher, Kotnedio 
Murialdi, Avv. Gino.

Kannci, Cav. Rag.
jNapoleone 

Nardclii, Aw. Tomaso 
Nathan, Annie 
Negri, etc. Eleonoro

N ^ri, Roliertu 
Nicoli, Aw. Enrico

Nofri, Gregoria

Nofri, Quirino 
Novello, Novelli • 
NovcUo, Lugcnio -

Noveilo, Comm. Rodolfo- 
Novi, Comtn. Giuieppe • 
Orcficc, AifHrrto • 
Orsclti, Aniunio - 
O&imo, I’rof. Augusto • 
Oslani, Amelia 
Ostani, Uf>o 
Padova, Enrico 
Pagani, Cav. UfT. Avv. • 

Cctarc 
I'agliari, Dr. Claudi<i 
I’auliari, Inj;. Giovanni - 
Palli, Edpardo 
]‘ampari, Kranccsco 
Pancaldi, Kilipjx) - 
Panfili fu Vincenio, Luigi- 
Panizza,Avv.Cav.Cesare- 
Paolano, Cte. Manauei • 
Paoletti, Dr. Girolamo > 
PaoHni, Luigi 
Paolini, Uml>< no • 
Parentini, Ing. Ettore • 
Pariani, Cav. Federico • 
Paris, Rag. Dioclc 
Parisini, Rag. Fauttino - 
Parodi, Giacomo L 
Pasinetti,Cav. Rafj. I’ictro- 
Pasquini, Dr. Guido 
Passeri, Ccsarc 
Pavia, Angelo, deputato • 
Pavoncelli, Giuseppe, • 

deputato 
Pavoncelli, Giuseppe,jun. 
Pedrazzoli, Cav, Ing. • 

Marino 
Penazzi, C&y. Francesco • 
Pennaroti, Rag. Italo • 
Penatti, Aw. Cav. 

Anacleto

lianca Coop. Genovese.
- Soc. An. Coop. Falegnami, Ravenna.
• Society An. Coop. Calderai, Sampierdarena ; Lega

Nazinnale.
• Banra Mutua I’opolarc, Florence.

♦
• Coop. Principe Umberto, Luco nc’ .Marsi.
• (Rome).
• Cassa Nazionale Infortuni, Vicenza ; Soc. An. Coop.

"  rindipendenza,” Carnugnano su) lirenta; 
Societi An. Coop. Muratoii e Manovalia, 
Vicenza; Lega Nazionale.

• (Guastalla).
' Consorzio Agtario della Val d’Elsa, CastelfioTentino ; 

Banca Poj)olare Mutua, Verona.
• Coop. Naz. Impieg. ed Ag. PostaliTelegr. e Telcfon,

Milan.
Alleanza Coop. Torinese j Lega Nazionale.
Cattedra Amb. d’Agricoltura, Morura.

Banca Popolare Coop., Naples; Banca Popolare, 
Codogno.

Cassa Risparmio, Genoa.
Banca Coop. Genovese.
lianca Pop. Cr>op. Livornese, Livorno.
Banca Fruilana, Gorizia.
Socicti Umanitaria, Milan.
(Ocmona).
(Cremona).
(I’adun).
Banca I’opoiare, Modena.

Ciinicra (li Ci)nin)crcio, Cremona.
((,'rcmonu).
Casra Risparmio, Voghera.
Banra I’opoiare, Moiileccliio (Emilia), 
lianca J’opolare di Credito, Bologna, 
lianca, S. Bened. del Tronto.
Banca MuUia Popolare, Suxzara.
Cassa Risparmio, Terni.
Banca Coop., S. Daniele del Friuli.
C u ^  Risparmio, Imola.
Banca Agricola Milanese.
Banca Coop., Pizzighettone.
Banca Popolare, Intra.
Banca Operai, Artisti Profess., Bergamo.
Cassa Coop. Credito Soc. Op., Bologna.
I^nca Ital. M. C. fra eserccnti, Genoa.
Banca Unione Coop., Venicc.
Consorzio Agrario, Poppi.
(Montrfiascone).
(Milan).
(Cerignola).

(Ccrignola).
Banra Popolare, Estc.

Banca Mntua Popolare, Ferrara.
Consorzio Agratio Coop., Turin.
Banca Agricola Milanese.

I t a ly — continutd.
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Peregallo, Cumelio • Nuov* Coop. Cue, Genon. 
Pergami.Cftv. Dr. Ernesto Binca Popoiare, Crema.
Peroiini, Aw. Girolamo • Coop  ̂ Impiegati Racni Mare, Venice.

liKLS— coniinutd.

Penico, Avv. Guido 
Penico, Rodolfo - 
Peniti, Cav. Eniico 
Peuini, Rag. Marco

Pezrali, Zeno 
IHazMi, Aw. Francesco 
PiazzA, Annctia 
Piaaoi, Avv. Carlo K. 
Piccaĝ li, Rag. .Martino 
Pilacci, Arturo, (Icputato*

Consorzio Agrario, Mariano Appio.
• (Cremona).
• (Turin). •
• Cooi\ Naz. Impieg. ed Ag. Pottali, Telegr. e Telefon, 

Milan.
Coop. Agricola, Altedn di Bologna.
(Cremona).
.Societi Industrie femm. Ital., Cremona.
(Cremon*).
Banca Mutua I’opolare, Suzzara.
(Florence).

Ptnchia, Emilio.il c i >utat«v (Ivrea).
Piovene, Comm . t. • SindacatoAgricoIo,Vicenza; BancaPopolareCoop.,

Guido Vicenza
Pirelli,Ing.Gio. liattiita- (Milan).
Pirolini, rietru • • Societi Pntdultori BozzuH, Cremona.
Pi»a, Dr. Ugo • • (Milan).
Pisani, Rag. Francesco • Cawa (>>op. di Prest. e Risp., Reggio Calabria. 

(Cremona).
lianca I’opoinrc Coop., Mossa Snpcriore.
H.incii ropolnrv, Poppi.
(Soicsinay.
I’riino (Niniorr.i'i Agrario, I ’iaccnza.
(Hu'to Ar%i/i<i).
(.'<«)p. <li Cons, c S(Kc<>r.«) .S. Marco, I’isa.

Con. Avanti, Crocc S. Spirito.
C«jnsorii<j Agrario, Salerno.
(Milan)

Piva, AngeliJ 
I’ivii, Ver.io - 
I’ixa, kiig. Viiio'ioFnmcc.so 
I’oggi, .\l('i>n-.o, iliroit.irc 
I’ogli mi, K.ijj. .\nj;fli) 
I’ofi, UnilH.Tt.1 
I'ollastri, I’ifiro - 
rom|>ei, Ing. I’ictro 
Ponti, Scnat. Ettore 

Sindnco 
Ponti, Comm. Lorenzo

Puttier, I’rof. Antonio

Coop. Naz. Impieg. ed Ag. l’ostali,Tclegr. eTelefon, 
Milan; Cons. Lombardo Coop. Cons., Milan. 

(Rome).
Prampoiini, Dr. CHmiIlo> Ca>sa Risparmio, Reggio Emilia. 
l*ram)K>Iini  ̂Rag. Guido* Banca Popolare, Catania.

Credito Commerciale, Cremona.
Consorzio Canale Marzanu, Cremona.
(Macerata).
Banca Coop., Terni.
Feder. Agr. <lei Consorzi, Piacenza.

Prandoni. Ceiare - 
Quaini, Dr. Gioele 
Rabaglietti, Egelfreda 
Rair.eri, Pontecorvi, Avv. 
Raincri, On. Prof.

fiiovHntii 
Raineri, Luigi 
RavA, Ciiv. Aristide 
Raveni.a, Cav. Giov.

Battibta 
Raveni<a, Giuseppina 

nata Pmmr 
Razzetli, Dr. Carlo

(I’iacenza).
(liologna).
(Cagliari).

(Cagliari).

Unione Coop. Modenese ; Cons. Agr. Coop.
Modenese.

Coop. Braccianti, S. Lorenzo.
(Milan).

Redaolii, Cav. Polidoro - Banca Popolare, Milan.
Rediiiondi, K Luigi - Banra Coop., Gruir.ello Cremon.
" '  ' ■ Soc. An. Coop. Braccianti, Lavezzola.

Re, Kranc-sco 
Reb«rssi, Dr. Fcilerico

Ricci Marcarinj, 
SelM>tian>

Ricci, Cav. Primo - 
RicciarJi, Ccsare -

Banca Provinciate d. Polesine, Rovigo.
Fe«ler. Kegion-ToscanafraSocietidi M.S.,Livorno; 

Lega N'azionale.
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RiggSoj Cav. Giuieppe 
Riguczi, Bingio 
RliuJdi, Cty. Vittorio

Rivt, Comm. Giicomo 
Riuard', Eugenio • 
Rittetti, Comm. Carlo 

deput.
Risn, Cav. Uff. Pietro

• Banco di Sicilia, Milan.
• C<«u. Cons. Ca^a del Popolo, Borgo S. Donnino.
> Sinaacato Agrario I'realpmo, Montebelluna; fianca 

Populare, Casielfranco Venelo.
• FeHer. Agr. dci Conwrii, l*iaccnta.
• Banca Po|M)lare, Montibelluna.
• (Turin).

Camera Commercio, Creniuna.

lTAi.v— c0Htinued.

Robbiani, Ii%. Amilcare- (Soresina).
RocalIi,Cte.Dr.A.Fiumi- Banca Popolare, Auisi.
Rocca, Avy. Cav. Fermo- Bancd Mutua Popolare, Mai.tova.

Banca Co«'p., Turin.
Banca Pop. Coop, del Mate*c, I’iedimonie d’Alife. 
(Padua).

Rolandi, Ernesto 
Romagnoli, Paolo - 
Romanin Jacur, Ing.

Leone, deputato 
Romuui, Aw. Carlo • (Milan), 

deputato
Roncaglia,Rag.Kiccardo- Banca Popolare Coop., S. Fe ice sul Panaro. 
Roau, Kag. Ancelo - Banca Mutua Popolare, Caiaud.
Rossi, Gaetano,deputato- (Rocchette [I’iovenr]).
R<mi, Giovanni, Barone,* (Schio).

Senatote nel Regno 
Rossi, Dr. Giovanni

Rossi, Kag. Luigi

Rossi, I'aolo 
Kossi, Aw. Salvatore 
Rota, Avv. Comm. AttiliO' 

deputato 
Rota, Dr. Giovanni 
Roux, Senatore Luigi • 
Roverzi, Rag. Domenico ■

Roverzi, Rag. Luigi 
Roviglio, Aw.

Ferdinando 
Ruiiii, Rag. Carlo •

Cons«rzio Ai>rario, S. Remo; Cons. Agr. Coop. 
Val di Nervia, PianI Valle C'Otta; Frantoio 
Sociale Coop, ddla Vallata di Onrglia, Pome- 
daisio.

Banra Popolare, Como; Banca OMraia Coop., 
Pescopapano; Banca Agricola Inaosiriale, Sul- 
mona ; Banca Coop. Operaia, Vercelli.

Fed. Coop. Prod. Lav. /  Cons., Genoa.
Banca Pop. Ĉ oop. del Mate*-, I'iedimonte d’Alife.
Banca Mutua Pojwlarc, Bergamo.

Conso lio Agrario Coop., Manerlia.
(Rome).
Consorzio delle Coop, di Consumo della Pruvincia, 

Renio Emilia.
Spc. An. C -op. Case Operaie, Reggio Emilia. •
Banca Mutua Popolare, B.rgamo.

I :
;eri, Rag. Galileo 
no, Ing.Giulio,drp.-

Cotuorziu delle Coop, di Prod, e Lavoro per la Cos- 
inuione e f’esercisio della ferrov. Ke|^o-Ciano, 
Reggio Emilia.

Panificio Coop., Cremona.
(Dongo).

Rusconi, Cirlo - ‘ - Coop. Metallurgica, Milan.
Ruuitano, Aw. Ernesto- Ixtituto di Previdenia, Palermo.
Saccomano, Vincenzo • Bunca J’opolare, Odrrto.
Saglia, Ing. Alberto • Consorzi > Agricolo, I ’arma.
SaU, Clemente • • Coop. Edif. "  La Previdente,” Cinisello.

- Coop. Consumo, Fontanellato.
• (Milan).
• Assoc Magistrale Femminile, Cremona.
• Latteria Sociale, Ch de* Corti.
• Fed. Prov. Coop. ( onsumo, Parma.

Banca Popolare, Lodi.

Saldelli, Giuseppe - 
Salmoiraghi, Angelo 
Salomon, Maria • 
Salomon!, Ernesto 
Salst, Antonio 
Salvalaglio, Aw. Cav.

Gius«‘ppe 
Salvatori, Ugo Coop. Anonima, Querceta (Lncca).

Cl
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Sambuuetl, Kae. Luigi • Unione Interprovinc. ^ricoU , Cremona. 
SanrtcMgiR, Dr. Massimo- Societi Umanitatia, Milan.
^nfeltce, Dr. Ovidio - Caltedra Amhulante d’Agric., Cremona. 
Sanpietro, Oreste • - Uanca Popolare, Treviglio.
Sante fu Achille, Ghezzo • Caua di Kitparmio, Ravenna.
Santi, Ing. Aliredu • Consorzio Agaric, Bol<vna.
Santinit Tolomen • • Banca l'opo1ar« Coop., Scansano.
Saporetti, Luigi • Banca Popolare Coop., Ravenna.

Banca Mutua Popolare, Mantua.

I t a ly — continued.

Banca Popolare Coop., Montognana. 
Coop. Consumo, Fontanellato.

Sartoretii, Cav. Ing.
Franceico 

Sariori. Luijji 
Sas<lclli, Giuseppe, 

maestro
Scappini,Cav. Giuseppe- Banca Popolare Mutua, Verona. 
Srliileo, Ruggero • - Banca Popolare, Conegliano.
.S< rolli,Cav.Rag.Luigi- Banca ^ricola, Mantovana. 
Sclineider, Teodoro • Credito Commerciale, Cremona. 
Sciocchetti,D.FranceM;o- (S. Bened. del Tronto).
Serena, Dr. Cav. Antonio- Baiica Popolare, Montebelluna. 
SerzePeretti, Don Antonio Cassa Rurale, Fratta Poleiine.
Si&lli, Aw. Cumin.

uiacinto 
Signorilc, Celcstino 
Signorini, Ing. Angeli* • 
Silvani, Avv.t'av. Ki>tico •

SilvcHlri, (Nimm. Rag. • 
Giov.

Sittn, ('.iv. Piof. Pict;o - 
Soldi, Ing. Matteo 
Soldi, Prof. Romeo 
So!«li, Tullio 
Soranzu, Cte. Gustavr> • 
Sparagana, Cav. Mattia • 
Sperlari, Giusrppe 
Spinelli, Cav. Aw.

Vincenzo 
S|M>tti, hnrico 
StaHa, Aw. Ptuquale 
St^iotiRtura, Boizoli 
Stirati, Cav. Gabriele 
Stringher, Comm. Prof.

Bonaldo 
Suardi, Cte. Gianforte

liancaCoop., Frosinone.

Consorzio Af'rario Cof>p., Turin.
Coop. Fabbricazione Concimi, Cremona. 
Banca Popolare di Creditu, Bologna;

I’opolare (^K)p., Viierl«>. 
liiincii Popolare, .Milan.

Kanca Mutua I’o}x>lare, Ferrara.
Consorzio Canale Mcrzano, Cremona.

- (Cremona).
• (Cremona).
• Societik di Credito, Mestre.
• Hanca Popolare, Pontecorvo (Caserta).
• Coop. Muratori, Lavetzola.
• Banca Popolare, Modena.

• Coop. Muratori, Lavezzola.
• Consorzio Agrario, Maraano Appio.
• (Bagnola Mella).
- Banca Popolare Co<ip., Gubbio (Umbria).
• Banca d’ltalia, Rome.

- (Bergamo).

Hanca

deput.ito
Sufflico,Cav.Dr.Antonio- Banca Mutua Pop. Agricola, Palazzolo suIl’Oglio.
Tabacchi, Rag. Luigi 
Taddei, ^inerio - 
Tagliabue, Aristide

Tardioli, Rag. Antenore 
Terni, Sforza 
Terni, Avv. » iio • 
Tesi, Cav. Andrea- 
Trso, depuiato 
Testa, Tommaso • 
Tittoni, On. Tomaso, 

Ministro 
Tons, Cav. Giuseppe

Banca Mutua Popolare, Valdagno.
Panificio Coop., Cremona.
Ftderazione Dioceiiana delle Qpere Economico* 

Sociali, Milan.
Coop. Braccianti e Muratori, Macerata.
(Crema).
l^nca Operaia, Anconitano.
Banca Mutua Popolare, Pistoja.
(Rome).
Banca Popolare, Avezzano.
(Rome).

Banca d’ltalia, Rome-
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1TA LY— continued.
CiK>p. lUacciai.ti, Arpenta. 
liuncn ro)K)lRre Agricula, Sarno.

Banca l\>}x>latc (\>op., S. Fclice sul I’annio. 
Cattcfira Aiiilt. .\{jric la, Udine.
An. C'Kip. (li 1-avoro Im Agric., Kivolu d'Adda. 
Cnssa Coup, tii I’rtst. e Risp., KegRio Calabria.

Coop. .A^ricola, Calvenzano. 
LaueriaSiicmleCoop., Lauco.
Banca I’opilare, S. I)on& di Piavc.

Totniml»eni, Slefano 
Toriora, C«v. Uff. Avv.

On^frio 
Toulti, Cav. D i . Emilio 
Tosi, Enoic - 
Tosoni, Giuseppe - 
Trapani L<miUardo,Cav.

Antonio 
Trapelleiti, Oitorino 
Tmvani, Francesco 
Trentin, Cav. Antonio 
TreveidlBonfili,Alberto, (Rome).

Senatore
Tridenti, Dr. Enrico - Societi OfieraiH, Borgo S. Donnino. 
Triiini,Avv.Comm.l*rof.- Cassa di Kisparniio, Alodcna.

Gius.
Trombetti, Luigi - - Coop. Brnccianti, Aledicina.
Turina, Fortunato - - (Casalbuttan<i).
Valanxa,Cav. Dr. Dante - Banca Mut. Coop, fra Operai, Guastalta. 
Valenza, Francesco • Soc. An. Coop, ( ^ r a i Bracc., Gua.<italla.
Valenzo, I'residente - Banca I'oiwlare, Castiglion Fiorent.
Valery, Ing. Domenico - (Loreto).

deputato 
Valletta, Prof. Rag.

Vittorio 
Valli, Giovanni 
Vallonica, Avv. Cav.

Gualterio 
VaUecchi, Ing. Antonio 
Vandelli, Gaetano 
Vnnotti, I*rof. Cnv.

Giovanni.
Vccchi, Rag. (Juclfo 
Vendrninini, Avv. - 

Francesco, deputato 
Veiieriani, Ing. Arturo

Bancn Coop , Turin,

Circ. Coop. “ Figlidel Lavoro,” PalaMolosull’Oglio. 
lianca I'opol. Prov. Maceraia.

Fed. Mil. Coop. PhmI. e Lav., Milan.
Banca I’opolare, Motlena.
Bnnca Popolare, l<uino.

Banca I’oiwlate Coop., Fabhrlano.
(Bassano Vcnc(n).

Coop. Cosiruzitmi fra Lavor. Muratori e Afl'ini, 
I ’iacenza.

Vercillo,Cav.Ferdinando- Banca Coop, di Credito, Catanzaro. 
Veronesi.Cav.Uff.Sante - Coop. Ronmna Impiegati, Rome.

—  » ----j;— Unione Agricola e Fedeiaz. contadini terra (icula,
Corleone.

Cattedra An>b. d’Afraria, Chieti; Banca Popolare 
Chioggia ; Banca Popolare, Castelfranco Veneto; 
Banca Coop, di Credito, Catanzaro.

An, Coop. Lav. Pittori e Decor., Reggio Emilia. 
(Rome).
(Milan).

Vitali, Cav. Rag. Davide- Credito Agrario Bresciano, Brescia.
Vittorangelo, Prof. Avv. - Catiedra Ambul. d’Agricoltura, Reggio d'Emilia. 

Robert
- Coop. Muratori, Piangipane.
• Societa Operaiadi M.S., Cremona.
• Banca Pop .lare, K ^ i o  Em ilia.

• Consorzio Agrario Coop., Imola.
• Banca Popolare, Dolo.

Verro, Bernardino 

Vtappiani, Dr. Alfredo

Villa, Emidio 
Villa, Avv. Giovanni 
Vimercati, Cav. Carlo

Volpari, Giacomo • 
Volpini, Augusto - 
Wild, Otto .
Xella, Rag. AKredo 
Zabeo, Onon' Egizio
Zago,Cav. Prof. retrnccio Cattedra Ambulante d’Agr., Piacenza. 
Zalli, Aw.Comm.Tiztano Banca Popolare, Lodi.
Zanardi, Avv. Loreiuo • Banca Operai, Artisti Profess., Bergamo. 
Zanelli, Avv. Bernardo • Comizio Agrvrio, Cremona.
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Zanelli, A n . PHnio 
Zangrandi, Etiore - 
Zanolii, Ckv. Antonio • 
Zanon, Filippo 
Zanulti, Giiueppe • 
Znppieri, Giovanni 
Zavaritd, Dr. Giolio 
Ziglioli, Steiino - 
Zoppi, Aw.Comm. Gio. - 

»att.
Zucchelli, Rag. Marcello- 
Zucchini, Comm. C csjtc-

(Cremona).
Casia Risparmio, Piacenza.
Banca Popolare, Castelfranco Veneto.
Soc. M. S. fra artieri, Schio.
Banca Popolare Coop., Cividale.
(Cremona).
Consorzio Agrario, Bergamo.
Coop. Kraccianii, Vollana (Lugo).
Cassa Kiipnrmio, Verona.

Societi di Credito, Mettre.
Caua di Kiipftrmio, Bologna; Casta Risparmio, 

Rimini.

I t a ly — continued.

7'A>' following Societies became members o f the Congress without̂  however̂  appointing a delegate:—

Banca Popolare.
“ U Sannilica"B .P .
Federazione Provinciate Bresciana delle Societik 

M.S. e Coopcraxione.
Turina Foitunato.
Coop. Hraccinnii.
Ca.HSii di kisparmio di Cnlnbria.
Assoc. ()i>eraia femm. di M.S.
Consoraio Agrnrio.
Unionc Coop. Consume.
Soc. An. Coop. I'nnificio.
Banca l*OM>lare.
Cam  di Kiiparmio.
Coop. Tramvieri Edison.
Fed. Ital. Soc. di Mutuo Soccorso 
La Popolare Vita.
Banca Popolare.
Banca Popolare.
Banc.i Popolare.
Banca Popolare.
Camera Commercio ed Arti.
Cassa Cent. Kisparmio V. I£. 
lianca I*opnlare Coop.
Coop. Cijstruz. Lav. Faleg.
Uff. Centr. Kabb. Cone. Coop.
Comizio e Con onio Coop.
Soc. An. Coop.
Fabbrica C>>op. Perfosfati.
Banca Popolare.
Coop. AgricoU Re^iana.
Cassa di Sovvenzione.
Coop, di Consumu.
Cassa di Risparmio.
Coop. Conduttori Vetture.
Cassa di Kisparnuo.
Banca Cixip.
Federaz. Operaia Piemuntese Mutua Cix>p. Leghe. 
Soc. Coop. Operaj Tessitori.
Magazzeno Consumo.
Cassa di Risparmio.
Consoneio Agrario Coop.

Abbiatq^raaao 
Agnone 
Brescia •

Casalbutlano • 
Cttstdnuovo • 
C<iHi*nai 
Cremona 
Fermra 
Florence 
Lodi 
Lonigo ■
Lucca 
Milan •
.Milan •
Milan •
Monopoli 
Monterotondo 
Noale •
Oppido Mamertina
Palermo
Palfrmo
Pesco Pagano
Piacenza
Piacenza
Pisa
Pitelli
Portt)gruaro • 
Regi>io di Calabria 
Reggio Emilia 
Rict? . -
Rivara di Modena 
Rome - 
Rome •
Salerno 
Sas'igliano 
Turin •
Turin
Torre di Pordenone 
Vercelli 
Voghera



Trcub, Piof. Dr. M. F. 

Dehli, Mme. • 

Goodolphim, Costa

Isnkofr, P. N. 
Kn^now tki, Dr. A.

de E*a, Vicomle • 
Ramiret, A. •

Koch, Mme. C. 
Roits, Mile. C. 
llerneld, T. 
Tjemeld, Madsme*

Poncini, Chnrlet •

Baiilie, Mits 
Brndlcy, Mies 
Fay, C  K. - 
Fay, Mr*.
Fay, Mis*
Lord, Mixs 
Norman, H. F.
Paterson, Mitt M. 
Thompson-Smith, Miu-

NETHERLANDS.

NORWAY.

PORTUGAL.

RUSSIA.

SPAIN.

SWEDEN.
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SWITZERLAND. 

UNITED KINGDOM,
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RULES FOR THE CONGRESS.

1. The Seventh G>ngress of the International Co-opera- 
tive Alliance will be held at Cremona, on September 23rd 
to 25th, 1907, at the Politeama Verdi.

2. In accordance with the Rules of the International 
Co-oj)erative Alliancb the following classes of i^ersons will be 
entitled to attend :—

(1) Delegates of Groups, Federations, and Co-operative
Societies, which are members of the Inter
national Co-operative Alliance, and not in 
arrear in their subscriptions, the delegates being 
properly accredited by such organisations by 
nomination bearing the signatures of the Presi
dent and the Secretary.

(2) Individual members of the Infcrnatioiial Co-opera
tive Alliance not in arrear in llifir subscriptions, 
who have; Imhmi a<hnitte(l under Clause .‘i of the 
Alliance Rules.

(3) Persons admitted :ts members of the Congress only,
on payment of Os, to the Alliance funds.*

(4) Persoas invited by the Central Committee in virtue
of the power conferred ufxin it by Clause 19 
of the Alliance Rules.

3. Nominations of delegates and applications for mem
bership may be received during the Congress and dealt with 
by the Central Committee in such sittings as it may hold.

4. Admission to the j)roceedings of the Congress, gather
ings, excursions, etc., will be by personal ticket, which will 
be issued to delegates in exchange for their notice of nomina
tion and to everyone qualified under Clause 2 upon his making 
proper application.

Groups, Federations, and Co-operative Societies are 
entitled to appoint more delegates than one, but the power 
of voting is restricted to one only, whose name must be 
specially communicated to the Central Committee.

One member may represent up to five organisations, and 
exercise on their behalf the right of voting.

• Th« mimimum  tuW rip iion  from members of the International Co-operative Alliance 
U luc. p.a. However, individiul memlxr* are eligible only from rountriei. in which, in the 
opinion of the Centr.il Committee, Co-operaticn i* ktill lo insufficiently organiUd as to 
warrant such course. (Ru les.)



6. The right of voting, whieh includes the right of speak
ing, is reserved for properly appointed delegates only, nomin
ated either by societies or other organisations or else under 
Clause 22 of the Alliance Rules by ten individual members of 
the Alliance not in arrear in their subscriptions, every one of 
whom is entitled to vote for some such delegate, but only for 
one. Delegates of these two descriptions will be supplied 
with red tickets, which will have to be showTi on division and 
will alone count.

Individual members of the Alliance and delegates of 
Groups, Federations, and Co-operative Societies not selected 
for the vote, will have the right of sjwaking, subject to the 
present rules, but not of voting. Thfey will be suj)plicd with 
blur tickets.

Members of the Congress only are not |)ermitted to vote, 
but may be permitted to s])eak by the Chairman of the Con
gress. Their tickets will 1^ yc//oir.

Persons invited by the Central Committee will receive 
complimentary tickets of a u'Ai/c colour. Their sj^eaking is 
subject to the Chairman’s invitation.

6. Every member of the Congress, whatever his category, 
W'ill he entitled to take part in all the jiroceodings, excursions, 
etc., as well as to reccive a copy of all printed matter issued 
in connection with tlu; Congress and a coj>y of the Rcjx)rt.

All jirinted matter will l)c issued in throe langunp-s, 
English, French, and German, and at the discretion of the 
local organising Committee, also in Italian. Each member 
will, however, be entitled to one set of publications only. 
The Rejx)rt of the Congress will be sent to such meml>ors only 
as leave their addresses with the Central Committee.

7. The three languages permitted in addressing the 
Congress are : French. English, and German ; also, subje '̂t 
to the presence of an interpreter, Italian. The substance of 
all that is said will be rendered by translation in the other two, 
or three, languages.

8. The Chairman of the Congress is the President nomin
ated by the Central Committee. The other officers of the 
Congress will be elected at the opening sitting on the proposal 
of the Central Committee.

9. A programme of proceedings will be issued to every 
member of the Congress at the opening of the Congress or 
before. It will be in the discretion of the Chairman to alter 
the order in which subjects are discussed, and with the consent 
of the Congress, the hours laid down in the programme.
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New subjects, not contained in the programme, and motions relating to the same, may be brought forward with the approval of a G)mmittee to be appointed at the opening of the Congress for the examination of all such matters. The same Committee shall decide in the event of any unforeseen question arising in the course of the proceedings, how such is to be dealt with.
10. The opening papers on each of the questions selected 

for discussion will ^  printed in three languages (or four, if 
Italian be admitted), and distributed to members of the 
Congress. They will accordingly not be translated. Twenty 
minutes will be allowed to each selected speaker for his opening 
remarks. Other speeches are not to occupy more than ten 
minutes, except by permission of the Chairman with the 
approval of the Congress. The limit allowed may be shortened 
by vote of the Congress.

Nobody will be entitled to address the Congress more 
than once on the same question, except the openers of dis
cussions/ who will have the right to reply.

11. In accordance with the Rules of the International 
Co-oi>erativc Alliance all observations of a jx)litical or contro
versially religious character are strictly forbidden.

12. In matters of order the Chairman’s ruling shall be
final.
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
For the year ending June 30th, X907.

T h e  International Co-operative Alliance finds itself stronger 
to-day, alike in membership and in respect of income, than 
ever before. No less than 100 new societies have been elected 
members within the last year, and 6 individual members, 
all individual members being resident in Finland. Our 
annual receipts from subscriptions and donations amounted 
last year to £60Q Is. 8d., which is nearly £60 better than in 
the preceding year.

Both in respect of membership and of subscriptions the

Predominance of the United Kingdom continues conspicuous, 
he present representation of the 25 countries providing 

members for the Alliance is as follows* :—

Conniry.
Naof

Societie*. Indivlduali. Total.
Australia • •• • • • 1 1
Auttrit 12 • •• 12
Belgium • • • 16 16
Bul|>tria 1 1 2
Cantdit 1 1 2
Cape Colony ... 2 1 3
Cyprus . • • 1 1
Denmark 6 • • • 6
Krancc 88 ... 38
Germany •«• 88 • <« 88
Greece • t « 1 1
Hungary «♦ • 33 . • • 33
India 1 ... 1
Italy
Netherlands ...

6 ... ((
26 ... 20

Norway 1 « . . 1
Roumania ... 1
Ruuia and Finland 7 9 16
Servia 1 1
Spain 1 ... 1
Sweden 1 ... 1
Switterland ... 11 ... 11
United Kingdom • •• 871 ... 371
United Sutea ... 6 8 8
West Indies ... 8 ..» 3

6.32 18 (MO

In respect of finance the United Kingdom contributes 
/308 16s. Od. to not quite £200 Coming from all the other 
countries, the amounts subscribed by each of which are 
shown in an appendix to the balance sheet.

There is, however, a very marked increase observable 
under both heads to the credit of Germany. Germany has 
within the past year added 67 new members to its representa
tion and increased its annual contributions from £28 14s. 6d. 
to £64 6s. 7d. This is evidently the result of the active

* Far Ibe ilfu rtt up to Dwambcr | iM, 1907, am



interest shown and vigorous efforts made for the benefit of 
the Alliance by our colleagues representing that country on 
our Committee, for which onr thanks are due.

Our German colleagues have betol«'ned their interest 
in another way, by making the Allianci; the subject of a 
discussion at their last annual Congress. We have thought 
it right to communicate the text of a pajier then read by a 
leading member of the Union of German Distributive Societies, 
Herr Lorenz, to our mcmlwrs.

From tho results obtained in the United Kingdom and 
in Germany it is quite evident that it is the active interest 
shown by mcmi)crs of the Alliance in their several countries 
which adds to our strength and utility. It is far less material 
what opinions are put forward than that there should be 
interest shown. Everybody has a right to his own opinion. 
Those suggested by the majority will prevail. But Herr 
Lorenz is j)erfcctly right in saying that the Executive Com
mittee in London cannot be ex|)ected to work single handed, 
that every part of the Alliance should bo active, and that 
initiative and f('sj)onsibiIity should bo divided. We trust 
that the oxamplo sot by otir (iornian colloagiKrs will bo followed 
('Iscwhoro. Ill that laso wo may oxpoct a substantial addition 
alike to our nieinhorship, our funds and our utility.

The mention of the matter of fmanco at tho last Congress 
appears to have dono good. Our receipts are still very much 
smaller than they ouglit to be. But it deserves to be noticed 
that a fair number of organisations have increased, in some 
c.ases doubled, their subscriptions. The English Co-op(^rative 
Wholesale Society now sul)scribes £25, the Swiss £20, the 
German £10. There are now 152 members paying more 
than the modest minimum prescribed in the Rules, Par
ticulars will be found in the list appended to the balance heet.

An item figuring conspicuously in our accounts this year 
is the Co-operative Bibliography, which has been issued ajt 
a total outlay of £214 2s. 1 Id., and at a very great expenditure 
of time and labour by those engaged in its pre]>aration. The 
Bibliography is however generally commended, and considered 
well worth its outlay and of appreciable utility to ihe cause 
of Co-ojwration. There is a steady demand fpr it at our 
mblishers in London, Paris, and Berlin. The Bibliography 
las of course been issued gratuitously to members and con
tributors. Our Congress reports also meet with an increasing 
demand. Our publications are purposely priced low, so as 
to make them accessible to all.

The number of our members can scarcely be given with 
absolute certainty. We have lost 24 societies by resignation 
or dissolution within the past year, 9 being in the Netherlands. 
The members on our list now stand at 650—as compared with
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527 .at the close of the Budapest Congress. However, as 
many as 93—81 of them being in the United Kingdom— 
subscribe only irregularly, without at the same time desiring 
to have their names taken off the list, as the Rules prescril>e. 
The attention of the Central Committee may have to l>e 
called to this at Cremona.

Other questions which will have to be considered by the 
Central Committee are the following:—(1) The finances of 
the Alliance ; (2) the composition of the Central Committee ; 
and (3) the Rules generally.

Notice has l)cen given by the members of the Central 
Committee here named that they will call attention to the 
following matters:—Messrs. Kaufmann and Dr. Hans 
Miillcr—The Taxation of Co-ojjcrative Societies. Messrs. 
Kaufmann, Lorenz, and Dr. Hans Mtiller—I^cvision of the 
Alliancc Rules. Messrs. Kaufmann and Exner—Tlie method 
of election of members of the Central Committee.

The following members of our Central Committee retire 
by rotation and are, with the exception of Dr. Kusztelan, 
who is dead, all of them rc-cligible; Messrs. Salas Anton, 
Avramovilch, Barrd. Bertrand (co-opted in the j)lacr of 
M. d’Andrimont), Blcm, Exner (elected at Budajxist to 
replace M. Ponti, the scat being transferred from Italy to 
Austria), Goedhart. Hdios, llogsbro, Kaufinaim, Kusztelan, 
Mcliuu's, MaflTi, Maxwell, Nelson, Prev«-1, (co-opted in the 
})lace of Dr. Criiger), Schiir, and \\'ollf. In addition tlio . 
Central Coniinittee will have to decide wiiicli of the two 
Austrian inemlx'rs, MM. StujH'cky or Kessler, shall retire 
by rotation, both having been co-opted in the j)lace of Herr 
WralKJtz, by which means the Central Committee has been 
increased to 38, after which, according to the Rules, 19 must 
retire at the end of Congress.

We have a fresh removal of our office to rejwrt, to 6, 
Bloomsbury Square, London, W.C. Our n- w office is very 
conveniently situated and we have made si .( of it for soven 
years.

We have the Italian Congress Committee to thank for 
very vigorous and judicious action in the j)reparation of our 
forthcoming Congress, for which everything j)roinises most 
successfully. They have succeeded in evoking a great deal 
of friendly local interest, which has betokened itself, among 
other things, in a very liberal su]>ply of funds, which shows 
how utterly unfounded were the apprehensions expressed 
that sufficient support would not be forthcoming. Whoever 
knows the Italian People’s and Savings Banks knows how 
ready they always are to sui)jx)rt a good cause like Co-opera- 
tion. There is every prosjxjct of a successful and practically 
useful Congress.

f)]



BALANCE SHEET
OF THE

INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE ALLIANCE,

From 1st July. 1906, to 30th June, 1907.
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Dr. . C
Tu Halftnce in hand, June

d.

1st, 1006 
,, Sul»cription> ... 
„  Donations

10 0 0 
...409 13 2 
... 3« 8 «

„  Sale of I’ublicAtions ... 37 8 II
„  Rent ........................ 10 10 6
„  Interest on Deposit A/c 2 10 7 
„  Congress Memljcr’sSub-

scriplion .............  0 6 0
,, Withdrawals from liank 436 15 6

Cr. c  s. d.
By Rent of Office..............51 10 0
,, Salaries........................116 0 6
,, Printing and Stationery 17 19 6
„ Postages ami Telegrams 19 10 5
,, Office Cleaning ... 7 3 1
„  Klectric Li^'ht and Coal 3 11 10
„  TraTclIing ............  2 7 4

Typewriter Repairs and 
New Machine ... 8 18 9 

„  Removal, Carriage and
Sundries .............. 5 7 0

„ Bil'liography—
Printmg ...185 17 6 
Postagexand 

Carriage 15 0 11 
Tran.slations, 

etc. ... 2 19 0

Hank Deposits... 
Balance in Hand

— 2<>4 fl 
...5T)« 17 
. ..  10 0

1,003 13 2

To Balance in hand, July
1st, 1906 .............. 342 19 3

„ Cash Deposi’s, June
30ih, 1907 .............. 556 17 8

BANKING ACCOUNT.

/: «. d.

18 n

£  s. d.
By Withdrawals, June 30th,

1907 ......... 436 15 6

„ Balance in Bank ...463 1 5

LIABILITIES AND ASSETS.

L s- d.
To Balance Assets o%er

Liabilities............. 473 1 5

{ 473 1 5

By Cash in Bank ... 
,. Cash in Hand ...

C *. d.
...463 1 5 
... 10 0 0

;^473 1 5

July 3rd, tgoTf.

Audited and found correct,

A. WHITEHEAD.
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SUMMARY OP SUBSCRIPTIONS AND 

DONATIONS, 1898-1907.

No. of yean in

United Kingd(»m . 808 16 0 .. 2.302 7 3 10

Germany . (51 0 7 282 0 0 10

Switzerland ... . 28 10 0 124 2 3 10

Auitria 18 11 8* 57 4 4 10

France 18 14 St 200 0 8 10

Netherlands ... U 17 4 225 17 11 9

Hungary 11 17 2 52 8 4 6

Kuttia and Finland 9 1 S 20 10 10 8

Italy 0 13 8: 33 4 7 8

Sweden 6 9 6* 14 8 0 7

Denmark 4 18 8 31 3 1 10

4 10 7t 36 7 5 8

Scrvia 3 0 0 13 1 7 0

litilcnrin 2 » 7g 4 8
m
i 3

Unilc<l Slates ... 2 3 87 13 3 10

Ctinnda 1 10 6 2 0 6 3

Koumanin 1 3 0 3 7 4 4

Cape Colony ... 1 0 6 3 6 6 4

Spain — II 4 1/5 0 8

India — 11 . 4 0 0 9

Australia — II 3 12 0 8

West Indief ... — II 3 10 0 6

Cyprus — I! 1 0 0 3

Greerc — II 0 a 10 3

/floo 1 K 1 3

•  I’nrily for two VMrt. t Deducilon m ide for e*pen»ei of colleclion. } Pmrily for four ytar. 
I  l>»rtly for ihrre y«M». t SuUcrlpiioni in «r.e«r lor ivob-;.



7)4

MEMBERS OF THE ALLIANCE,
Grouped according to Countries 

(to Dec. 31st, 1907).

COUNTKIKII.

AuMriktm
AuMnu.............
Hcl(;iuni
Hriii>h South Africii

Hul̂ 'iria
CnnMtIa
Cyprus
Denmark
France
Gcnnftny
Greecc . •
I lu^ary
Indik
I ta lv

Nellierl.'tnds
Norway
Portugal
Roumnnia
Russia niui Finland
Set via
Sjwin
Sweden
Swiizerlnnd
United KinRdom
Unite<l States ...
Weit Indies ...

Totals for 1906-7

Actual
Number

««r.

14
IH 
2 

I
I

(j
iV) 

I 
y 

26 
1 
1 
1 
7 
1 
1 
I

I ]•>
.; ;«5

:! 5

.SOCIKTIKS.

Klectcd
in

1906- 7.

63.)

Totals after Hudapestj 
Congress . . . '  517

IS
r>M

1
24

120

frrcgu*
U r

l>ii- 
linlvctl 
or re- 
niuned Sulncrl- 

ill ' l«r». 
»9o6-7. ;

I n u iv id u a i .h.

Actual
Number

on
Ktgia
ter.

i

! •••

i "i

1)

.S3
31

51

53
3
3

61

2

I
1
1

K U c te d

in
igo6-j.

I
10

.. t  

3

22

10

Toinl
Mfin-

Ixritbip
o n

R.Kii-
ter.

I

1
0

.Mem.
liCf*
Sub-

•c r ib in g

more
th a n

the_
M in i 

mum.

1
14
lU
4
2 
2 
1 
(t

r>(>
HU

I
32
1 
I)

26
1
1
2 

17
1
2
1

12
3r)3

H
3

057

.-27

1
1.1
1
1
2 2 
1

It

"21
3
4 
1

"i
4
1
2 
1

II
98
I

164

+ Thirteen donoii.
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SUMMARY OF THE PROCEEDINGS.

L arge  as was the attendance at the Sixth Congress of the 
International Co-operative Alliance, that at the Seventh, 
held at Cremona from 22nd to 25th September, 1907, far 
surpassed the previous record. No fewer than 297 societies 
in membershij> with the Alliance had sent 177 delegates 
from 15 different countries, and in addition to those there 
were 930 members of the Congress, the groat majorily, viz., 
S65, of these being Italian. The total attendance, including 
14 official representatives sent by 9 different states, amounted 
to about 1,100.

The proceedings began on Sunday afternoon, September 
22nd, when the Central Committee held a very largely attended 
sitting in the Politeama Verdi.

The formal ojicning of the Congress took place on Monday, 
September 23rd, at 9 a.m., in the j)resence of the Italian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Signor Titfoni, the Under
secretary of Stale, Sii.'nor Dari, an<l other dislinguished 
rej)resentatives of several nationalities. The procenliiigs 
were of a ])nr(‘ly ceremonial character and tlx' sitting closed 
soon after 10 a.m. In the afternoon many members of the 
■Congress visited the co-oj)erative institutions at Soresina, 
and the evening was devoted to a recc])tion given by the 
Mayor of Cremona, in the Town Hall.

On Tuesday, September 24th, there were Congress sittings 
both morning and afternoon, lasting till 6 p.m., and in the 
evening members of the Congress attended a g.da jH;;form- 
ance ( the Opera.

'Hie whole of Wednesday, Sej)tember 25th, was devoted 
to the final sittings of the Congress, which closed with a 
banquet given in honour of the Congressists in the evening.

The following days were given over to a series of highly 
interesting and instructive excursions, the members of the 
•Congress meeting on all sides with boundless hospitality and 
cordiality from municipal, no less than from co-o}>erative 
sources. The towns visited included among others, Piacenza, 
Reggio Emilia, Lodi, Crema, Milan, and Venice, the two 
last mentioned municipalities generously providing steamer 
excursions and banquets, on Lake Maggiore and on the 
Lagoon respectively.



PRO CEED IN G S

OF THK

Seventh Congress of the International 

Co-operative Alliance.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22nd, 1907.

M e e t in g  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m it t e e  b e f o r e  t h e

C o n g r e s s .

Held in the Politeama Verdi, at Cremona, at 3 p.m.
Present:—Mr. H. W. Wolff (in the Chair), His Excellency 

Svend Hogsbro, Count de Rocquigny, Prof. Charles Gidc, 
Prof. Dr. Schiir, Dr. H. Miiller, Messrs. K. Barr^, L. Ber- 
trand, M. P. Blom, E. de Boyve, 1.. Exner, J. C. Gray, 
L. Holies, H. Kaufmann, (i. H. von Kocli, H. Lorenz. 
W. Maxwell, D. Mclnnes, V. Prt'vel, V. Serwy, an<i
H. Vivian.

The arrangements for the Congress were discuss{‘d and 
it was agreed to jiropose to the Congress that in addition 
to His Excellency Signor Luzzatti, already nominated I’resi- 
dent of the Congress, the Mayor of Cremona, Signor 
D. Ferrari; Prof. Dr. Schiir; Dr. Magaldi; and Messrs. 
de Boyve, D. Mclnnes and H. VV. Wolff should be elected 
Vice-Presidents ; Commendatore Concini, General Secretary ; 
with Dr. Camanni, Messrs. Arnold, Dufourmantelle, Moruzzi, 
Vieth, and Miss Halford as Assistant Secretaries and Tellers.

The proposed agenda for the first sitting of the Congress 
was a])proved.

The Report of the Executive Committee and the Balance 
Sheet (see p. 49) were then submitted and ultimately aj)proved.

In the course of the discussion, the following resolution, 
moved by the Chairman, was carried :—

“ That a Special Committee be aj>jx)inted to con
sider and submit proposals for the revision of the rules 
of the Alliance, such Committee to report to the Central 
Committee not later than on 1st July, 1908 ;

" That such Committee consist of the following :— 
His Exc. L. Luzzatti, His Exc. S. Hogsbro, Count de



Rocquigny, Drs. Elias anti Miiller, Messrs. Exner, Kauf- 
mann, Serwy, Gray, and the President, ex-offtcio ;

" That it be an instruction to the Central Committee 
to consider the rejwrt presented and submit a scheme 
for adoption at the next Congress.”
It was also agreed that the deliberations and decisions 

of the Special Committee and of the Central Committee with 
rerrard to the revision of the rules should take place at a meet
ing, or meetings, an<l should not be carried on by corresjxjnd- 
enc(! only.

As regards (ho finances of the Alliance and irregularly 
subscribing memlxTs, it was agree<l that these j)oints could 
be dealt with more atlt!(iuately when the rules were under 
revisio.i, than at the present time.

A motion proposed by Mr. K.iufmami and Dr. Miil'or 
dealing with the taxation of co-ojierative societies was with
drawn by them.

The Chairman reported the recent death of Dr, Stu|)ecky, 
and Prof. Dr. Schiir tiolilied his intention of n!signing his seat 
on tilt! (Vntral Commit(ee, nominating Dr. Kiindig in his 
place, it was af r̂erd to deal with the election of the Central 
Conunittcf during riicsday’s ('ongress sitting.

'I'lu' lollowiiig wfrc elected members of the Alliance : —

“ I.a .Maisoiuiaise,” ile Maisons-Lalfitte.
SociiHe Civilt' Libre des Employes P.L.M. de St.

(iermain-d('s-l''osses.
Co-partnership I'enants Ltd., London.
St)uthamj)t<»n ('o-operative Society.
“ La Populaire,” de Liege.
“ L’Assurance Ouvriere ” de Nantes.
‘‘ La Ruche ProkHarienne ” de Maraussan.
" L’Emancipation Paysaime ” de Maraussan.
" L’Union Maraussanaise.”
Cooperativa i’redial Portugueza, Lisbon.
('onsumven-in “ Vorwiirts,” Vienna.
Also Mr. Altreil GreenlieKl as an individual member 

in British South Africa.
It was agreed that the E.xecutive Committee should 

undertake the publication of a compendium of the laws re
lating to co-o})erative societies in the various countries, such 
Jaws to Ix! printed in each case in their original language and 
also in English, French, and German, those supplying the 
original text of the law to be asked to j)rovide the translations 
also.

It was agreed to adjourn the consideration of a proposal 
brought forward for the formation of an International Co
operative Museum until the next meeting of the Central 
Committee held after the Cremona Congress.

G()
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23rd.

O p e n in g  M e e t in g  o k  t h e  C o n g r e s s .

In the Politeama Verdi, at Cremona, at 9 a.m.
His Excellency L u ig i  L u z z a t t i , President of the Con

gress, having taken the Chnir, tlie following announcements 
were made

Mr. H. W. W olff (Chairman of the Alliance): Gentle
men, in addition to the President, who was unanimously 
elected by the Central Committee several months ago to fill 
that i^ost, we beg to projxise the ajijiointment of the followi’ig 
gentlemen as officers of the Congress : as Vice-Presidents— 
Dr, Vincenzo Magaldi, Director of the Department of Credit 
and Provident Institutions in the Italian Ministry of Agri
culture, Industry, and Commerce; Signor Dario Ferrari, 
Mayor of Cremona ; Prof. Dr. J. F. Schiir (Switzerland); 
and Messrs. E. de Boyve (France); H. W. Wolff and D. 
Mclnnes (United Kingdom); as General Secretary of the 
Congress—Dr. Concino Concini, Secretary of the Italian 
Union of Peoi>le’s Banks, with Dr. Vincenzo Camanni 
(Italy), and Messrs, T. C. Arnold (United Kingdom), E, 
Moruzzi (Italy), F, Vieth (Germany), M. Dufourmantelle 
(France), and Miss J. Halford (Secrolary of the Alliance) as 
Assistant Secrclaric's and Tellers.

(Agrml to hy acclamation.)
I have j)leas>ire in announcing further that \ye are 

honoured by the )iresence among us of some very distinguished 
guests, including his Excellency Signor Tittoni, the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs in this country, Signor Dari, Under Secre
tary of State, Monsignore Bonomelli, Bishop of Cremona, 
His Excellency Svend Hogsbro, Minister of Public Works in 
Denmark, Messrs, P. Boncour, Ch. Picquenard and P. De- 
charme, as representatives of the French Government, while 
Messrs. J. J. Dent, Th^ate, 1,. de Hoth, G. H. von Koch, 
S. de Borodaewsky and Petko Ditcheff arc here on behalf 
of the British, Belgian, Hungarian, Swedish, Russian, and 
Bulgarian Governments severally. I beg you to join with 
me in thanking these gentlemen for the interest they display 
in our work by their presence here to-day. (Loud cheering.)

S i g n o r  F e r r a r i  (Mayor of Cremona): Co-oj>eration, 
that admirable form of moral and economic association, 
whi( h has set itself the noble task of improving the condition 
and standard of life of the jioorer classes, creating by the side 
of ,cai>italistic organisation, so often and inevitably harsh and



mcrcilcss, another more equitable and humane organisation, 
Co-oj)eration know’s how to perform miracles such as the one 
in which we are now participating. For it is indeed a miracle 
thus to assemble, no longer exclusively in the interests of 
abstract science or art, nor for the proclamation of theoretical 
views, but on the solid ground of economic facts, such diverse 
men and governments, associations, and nations as we see 
here, all united in a common and fruitful effort towards the 
realisation of concrete results.

Cremona, keenly alive to the nobility and grandeur of 
the ideals which inspire you, extends to you all a most hearty 
welcome, doubly grateful for the honour you do her in meeting 
within her walls, and for the harmonious note struck by the 
contact of your new ideas with ucr long-standing traditions 
of active and eiilightent J  democracy.

I may be an imfjenitent idealist, but I am not ashamed 
of it, for I coasider that even the richest and wisest of men 
is little less th.in contemptible if he lack all noble ideality. 
So when I see at this post of honour H. E. the Minister of 
Fordgn Affairs (to whom I offer in the name of this town 
our most hearty thanks, due not only to the distinguished 
citizen, l>ut also and more esjHU'ially to the representative of 
Italy among the nations) inaugurating the Congress of the 
International ' '̂o>operative Alliance, seated beside H. E. 
Luigi i.uzzatti, the meritorious and glorious Minister of 
State, H. E. the Hon. Dari, Under-Secretary at the Ministry 
of Public W'orks, Mr. Wolff, and so many other illustrious 
champions of the noble idea, and the representatives of foreign 
governments ; when I see here that Italian Minister, whose 
thoughts have been fixed on the difficult and laborious sessions 
at the Hague, where, amidst the thousand lets and hindrances 
due to diplomatic susceptibility and suspicions, the founda
tions are being laid of a new and inevitable law of nations, 
based no longer on fratricidal arms but on reason and justice ; 
when I see him in our midst I feel sure that the Congress at 
Cremona is also a {K)litical event of importance.

If an honest and fruitful understanding in the interests 
of Co-o|)eration between more than twenty nations who 
have extended to each other the hand of fellowship, is really 
an accomplished fact, it marks, as does already the union 
of the proletariat of all lands, a step forward on the road 
towards universal jx-ace, a lofty and distant goal, but one 
which humanity will one day reach, advancing meantime 
along the safe path of social institutions inspired by the 
spirit of fraternity and solidarity.

Cremona receives you and extends you her hospitality 
with pride and affection, and will indeed consider herself

62



happy, if on returning to your native lands you arc able to 
tell your friends that the courtesy of our people, and their 
fervour in democratic works has not suffered change, however 
modest be the cities scattered over the glorious soil of Italy. 
(Prolonged applause.)

M r . W o l f f  : I have to ask you to join with me in thank
ing all who have assisted in the preliminary work of this 
Congress. The Local Committee at Cremona have one and 
all done more than we could expect of them, and I am sure 
you will want to thank them heartily for it. (Applause.)

T h e  P r e s id e n t , who was loudly cheered on rising, 
then delivered the following :—

Opening Address.
L a d ie s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n ,—Being unable to address you 

in all the foreign languages, and unwilling to give the pre- 
lerence to any at this international solemnity, I thought that 
you would accept the hospitable greeting of love and brother
hood if extended to you in that Italian tongue on which 
Dante, its Father, set the stamp of love and brotherhood. 
(Apj)lause.) Cremona did not crave the honour of being 
chosen as seal of this Seventh Congress of the International 
Co-operative Alliance, convinced, as we Italians are, of our 
inadequacy and inferiority in solving tlie great j)roblem of 
Co-o)K‘ralion when compared with nations more advanced 
in tlie fidd of mutuality. Hut when your eminent leader, 
Mr. Wolff, urged us, with affectionate insistence to receive 
you, we, the faithful soldiers of this social }x?ace army, entered 
into your views and obeyed. (Applause.)

In .so doing we were convinced that we were acting in 
the true sjiirit of Co-ojx;ration, which with brotherly intent 
shelters beneath its protecting wings the weak and the strong, 
the fortunate and the less favoured, for over Co-operation 
broods the spirit of compassion and social benevolence which 
forbids us to think of our own advantage regardless of that 
of others, and which, so to speak, by a sublime transforma
tion, transmutes egoism into altruism. (Loud aj)j)lausc.)

My welcome goes out to all the co-oj>erators of the world, 
but more esjx;cially to those who bore the brunt of the first 
fights. My first thoughts are for the Rochdale Pioneers, 
for the German and French Co-operators, for all those to whom 
we owe this Co-operative Fatherland, which is the fatherland 
of toiling and suffering humanity. (Loud applause.)

The English contributed their special note by obtaining 
from the Co-operative Stores all the various advantages of 
mutuality; the Germans sought them by the association
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of the propertyJess who clubbed together their }X)or savings, 
so as to afford each other credit, and free themselves from 
usury, and they thus built up that imposing edifice of credit 
co-operation in whose shelter the tired legions of humanity 
can rest (applause); the French, who introduced into Co
operation the magic words " Liberty, Equality, Fraternity,” 
at once wished to seize on the ideal, and distinguished them
selves from the outset by those co-operative associations for 
production, whose aim is to emancipate labour and to 
subordinate capital to it. (Applause.) Nor, whilst sj>eaking 
of the great, must we forgot the little. 1 know that we have 
here the reprcsentativt« of the co-operative organisations 
of the small States <>f Belgium, Holland, Switzerland, the 
Balkans, Finland, D< .mark, countries which though occupy
ing but little space on the map claim a large place in the 
moral geography of Co-oi>eration. (Applause.) I need only 
remind you of Denmark, here represented by her Minister of 
Public Works, which has indeed shown that Co-operation 
is the salvation of the agricultural proletariat. I look on 
Denmark in the field of agricultural co-ojx;ration as a labora
tory in which social cxjx^riments arc made for the benefit of 
the whole human family. (Api)lauso.) \Vr. Italians bring 
our mo(U*st contribution to these efforts in favour of the 
emrncipation of the jioor. Mazzini has taught us to consider 
the indcj^endence and freedom of our country as bound up 
with Co-oj)eration. It was Mazzini who, while saying 
“ Italians, shake off the foreign yoke ! ” also said to the masses 
" Raise yourselves by association." (Loud applause.) And 
indeed, it is not possible without national independence and 
political freedom that there should be any teaching capable 
of elevating the masses, for they require country and freedom 
if they are to attain social emancipation. (Loud applause.)

VVe invite our illustrious foreign guests to visit Milan, 
the fervid emancipator of labour, with her great examples of 
co-ojxjrative protluction and consumption ; we invite them 
to visit Reggio Emilia where they will admire new forms of 
agricultural co-operation, and where they will see in course 
of realization, as the result of courageous legislation, an under
taking which it seemed folly to dream of, an entire railway line 
built and worked by co-operative associations of workmen. 
They will examine here at Cremona the most perfect People’s 
Bank in the world, because the most democratic, they will see 
at Piacenza the federation of the Agricultural '' Consorzi,” 
inferior to none in their manifold and well-directed activities ; 
and we will show them our first attempts at co-oi)erative 
workmen’s dwellings ; they shall see and judge of everything, 
and I trust that they will not judge the disciples unworthy
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of their masters. (Applause.) We have not argiied as much 
in Italy as you have abroad, and this is really not our fault; 
we are poor meta]>hysicians (laughter); we have not argued 
much about pure autonomous co-operation as opjwsed to 
State-aided co-operation. Wc believe in the need of lx)th 
the one and the other, as the capacities of the workers and 
local conditions may require ; we look u}>on the single co- 
operator, armed with his capacities multiplied by association, 
as the main strength of the social peace army marching in 
the vanguard to great battles and great victories (loud 
applause), the State is the reserve force, which on certain 
occasions and in certain contingencies places itself in the 
front rank to win the battle. (Applause.) We think all 
theories are good, but the best is that which saves the greatest 
number from the usury of money, the usury of rent, the usury 
of food ; the best is that which most fully achieves the pur
pose of rnising these people bowed to the ground, of uplifting 
their faces towards the radiant sun of liberty. That doctrine 
is the purest, even if it disobeys some metaphysical laws of 
economic principles. (Applause.)

We hope by close co-oj>eration and intimate knowledge 
to succeed in perfecting our institutions by wisely grafting 
on to them those new ideas which are the inevitable outcome 
of friendly contact between the nations. Perhaj)s none of us 
have yet attained the perfect tyjxj of co-ojxjrative org.inisa- 
tion ; it will result from that fusion of ideas and mrntal and 
economic forces which will give us a co-oj)crative humanity, 
as wc have now a co-ojHTativc England, a co-ojKTative 
Germany, a co-oj>erative France. (Aj)plause.) I look for
ward to a time when Co-ojxjration will not only j)rovide us 
v»uth an exchange of views but with an exchange of inter
national products, such as was in the mind of our King when 
he wrote the fateful letter by which he founded the Inter
national Institute of Agriculture. (Applause.) I look for
ward, ladies and gentlemen, to a co-oj^erative organisation 
in which each of us, while feeling himself a citizen of his own 
country shall also feel himself a citizen of a more |x?rfcct and 
advanced humanity; of a humanity freed as far as jxissible, 
from all the jiolitical, moral, and economic usuries which still 
afflict us ; of a humanity in which equitable rewards ])ro- 
portionate to deserts, equitable payments, equitable prices, 
for which men sighed all through the Middle Ages and of which 
the Canon Law and St. Thomas Aquinae reasoned in vain, 
will come to us from the perfectly balanced scales of Co
operation, which eliminate of themselves all usury, all waste, 
and every force which ^ks payment for itself without having 
contributed its share pf labour. (Loud applause.)

D
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I look forward with prophetic mind to the day when, 
thanks to our co-operative credit organisations and banks, 
we shall have international savings t^ k s  and international 
chefques representing the money value of the work of the 
workers of the whole world, to whom the whole world will be 
ready to grant credit, for, when organised, no debtor is so 
safe and no jx)wer so great as the worker, (Applause.) 
Entering all of us under these auspices into the social arena 
which unites us, I say : We may b« divided here by political 
and economic ideals, but one grand ideal is common to us all, 
namely, that it is only association which can perform the 
miracle of increasing the labourer’s reward, and alleviating 
the suffering'' of humanity. Co-operation may be betrayed, 
but it has never betrayed anyone. (Loud and prolonged 
applause.)

The motto which I would inscribe on our banner is 
" Help yourselves, and God and the State will help you ! ” 
(Loud applause.) Some, bolder than I, would eliminate God 
(laughter), others, more anarchical than I, would eliminate 
the State (laughter), others again bolder and more anarchical 
at the same time would eliminate both God and the State, 
but even if we eliminate Go<l, even if we eliminate the State, 
there still remains intact and flawless another motto “ Let 
us help one another,” for in such mutual aid lies the only 
path to salvation. (Loud and prolonged applause.) With 
this consoling certainty, which though expressed in Italian 
was understood by all, thanks to the community of thought,
I extend my thanks to foreign co-operation in the name of 
the Italian co-operators. (Prolonged applause, the delegates 
crowding round the speaker to shake hands with him.)

His Excellency S ig n o r  T it t o n i (Italian Minister ©f 
Foreign Affairs): L a d ie s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n ,— I am glad for 
many reasons to bring the greetings of His Majesty’s Govern
ment to this Congress, to which the courteous ^ity of Cremona, 
the city of active and bold initiative, extends its hospitality. 
As an old friend and admirer of Luigi Luzzatti, I consider 
myself lucky in being able to contribute my applause to his 
generous advocacy of the popular provident institutions to 
which he devotes all his white-haired wisdom and youthful 
courage. (Applause.) As a student of social problems I 
am delighted to note the ever growing success of the fruitful 
idea of Co-operation, to which I have always pinned my faith. 
As a politician, living in the midst of party strife, which too 
often degenerates into spite, personal enmity and violence,
I rejoice to leave behind me for a moment those marshes 
where, like Dante’s angel crossing the Stygian swamps, one 
has to raise one’s hand to one’s face to remove the thick air.
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It gives me pleasure to come here to breathe a purer atmos
phere on these uncontaminated heights, where a lofty ideal 
fraternally unites all men of good-will, irrespective of political 
opinions or religious beliefs. (Api>lause.) And lastly, as 
Minister of Forei^ Affairs, I esteem it a privilege to extend 
a welcome to the illustrious representatives of friendly nations 
and to all who are here gathered round a banner which is 
emblematic of peace and brotherhood. (Hear, hear.)

Italy pursues a peaceful foreign jx)licy, jealous of her 
dignity, solicitous of her legitimate interests, but desirous of 
living on good terms with aJl nations and anxious to compete 
with them in the fields of civilisation, liberty, and labour. 
Therefore all Italy applauds you co-operators, who pave the 
way for political peace among the nations by ensuring social 
peace, for I do not beheve that class war can ever lead to 
international friendship. (Applause.) You co-operators are 
doing a great work in favour of peace, for you aim at trans
muting, as your President well said, egoism into altruism. 
I look upon you as the most efficacious supporters of the 
statesman for the preservation of peace.

Whilst extending to you the welcome of H.M. Govern
ment, 1 wish you profitable and calm discussions, whence 
fresh light of civil progress may irradiate. (Applause.)

S ig n o r  M o r p u r g o  (Assessor of the Municipality of 
Milan): In the name of the City of Milan I offer cordial 
greetings to the Congress and to the City of Cremona, its 
worthy seat. Milan will be haj)py and proud to j)r()ve to 
the delegates by the heartiness of her welcome the great 
pleasure your promised visit will give her. Milan is not the 
last to promote all things connected with C^-oj^eration ; she 
remembers with pleasure the National Co-ojx?rative Congress 
and the many flourishing institutions based on co-operative 
principles; and she thanks the illustrious President of the 
International Co-operative Alliance, Mr. Wolff, for recalling 
that it was in Milan that the first seed was sown which led to 
the foundation of this flourishing co-ojx r̂ative alliance.

And in addressing you I am moved by another feeling, 
by the real fraternal affection which Milan entertains for this 
City of Cremona, which deserves So well of co-oj>eration ancl 
of all students of social j>roMems ; by a feeling of gratitude 
and admiration for the apostle of all good works, Luigi 
Luzzatti; by the wish to take a part in debates on subjects 
which cannot but be of interest to so eminently industrial 
and commercial a city as Milan.

It cannot be too often repeated amid the turmoil of 
modern life that Co-operation stands as a pledge of concord 
and peace, both in the field of economics and morals, uniting
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the efforts which aim at mutuality without any preconceived 
notions in favour of special interests or individual aims. 
Co-operation is a school of social redemption. (Applause.)

Whilst applauding the principles which you, better than 
all others, are in a position to develop, and promising on 
behalf of the City of Milan to take your decisions to heart, 
for what you decide on can only be for the good of Co-oj)era- 
tion, which is the good of civilisation, I renew my welcome 
and my most cordial invitation. (Applause.)

T h e  P r e s i d e .nt  : I will now close the meeting, and I 
wish to remind the assembly that at 3 p.m. to-day we leave 
Creinona for Soresina where we shall visit the Co-operative 
1> iry. Be punctually in your places to-morrow morning 
at nine, for co-oj^rators, like emperors ^ d  kings, must have 
the politeness of punctuality. The meeting is closed.

Mr. W olff : No ! No ! Not yet. No ! No ! I should 
like to thank, es}>ecially H. E. Signor Luzzatti, for the sacrifice 
ho has made in honouring our Congress by his presence though 
suffering from indisjwsition. \Ve have also to address our 
host (hanks to those who have congratulated us to-day, 
namely, H. K. Signor Tittoni and Commcndatorc Mor))urgo, 
who h;is also invited us most cordially to pay a visit to Milan 
on Friday.

T h e  P r e s id e n t  : We have now publicly expressed our 
thanks to the City of Cremona which has honoinod us with 
such a kind reception. To-morrow morning we shall meet 
to begin the imjxjrtant discussions, the great battles, which 
will divide, but to reunite, us. Are we all in favour of this 
decision ?

The meeting closed at 10.15 a.m.
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24th, 1907.

S e c o n d  M e e t in g  o f  t h e  C o n g r e s s .

The Congress re-assembled at 9 a.m. on Tuesday morning, 
under the presidency of Dr. V. M a g a l d i .

Mr. H. W. W o l f f  (United Kingdom, Chairman of the 
Alliance): I beg the Congress to work hard to-day, in order 
to make up for the time lost yesterday. I also wish to 
remind you that new members of the Alliance may be elected 
and additional ilelegates appointed during the Congress.



We have received the following letters and telegrams :— 
His Excellency E arl  Grev, Governor General of the 

Dominion of Canada, cables : “ All Canadian co-operators 
join me in wishing the Congress great success.”

M r . W . G o u r l a y , Chief Registrar of Co-ojx;rativc Credit 
Societies in India, cables : “ Salaam.”

H er r  Carl  W rabetz sends the following telegram : 
“ In the name of the General Union of German Co-o])crative 
Societies in Austria, I wish your proceedings all possible 
success.”

The Union of Ser v ia n  Agricultural Co*oj>erativc Societies 
in Austro-Hungary telegraphs : “ We send you our best 
wishes for the success of your noble efforts for the spread of 
Co-operation among all nations.”

The Secretary of the Belfast Co-operative Socicly writes : 
“ I am instructed to convey from this society, as rejiresenting 
the Co-operators of Ireland, hearty and fraternal greetings 
to the delegates in Congress assembled and to our Italian 
comrades.”

S ignor  To m a s in i B arbarossa , the President of the 
Banca Po]X)lare Coo})crativa of Recanati telegraphs : “ The 
officials of the Peop e’s Bank of Recanati at their meeting 
to-day send hearty greetings, with an exj r̂ession of their hojx? 
that the natural outcome of Co-ojx?ration may be the economic 
regeneration of our country.”

S ignor  R in a ld o  F il ip po  tolograj)hs ; “ As President of 
the Savings Bank of Salerno, I send conlial greetings to the 
Congress, hojiing that the ])resence of so many eminent 
agriculturists, scientists and social economists may ensure 
the future success of labour, Co-o|)eration and tlirift in Italy.” 

The Ch a irm an  ; Signor Maffi has presented to the Congress 
a number of copies of a pamphlet dealing with the Co-oj)era- 
tive movement in Italy, which may be obtained on aj)j)lication 
at the office. Before proceeding witli our ;>rogramme, I beg 
to remind you that, in accordance with the rules for the Con
gress, twenty minutes will be allowed to each selected sjjeaker 
for his o|)ening remarks and other si)ecches are not to occuj>y 
more than ten minutes, except by jwrmission of the Chairman, 
with the approval of the Congress. In matters of order the 
Chairman’s ruling is final.

Mr . W olff  : I greatly ho})e that the Italians will avail 
themselves of this, as there are 550 Italians here, and only 
six or seven are entitled to vote.

The  Cha irm an  : The first question on our programme 
is the national organisation of agriculture, >n which papers 
have been written by His Excellency Svend Hogsbro and by 
Dr. Rained, the former of whom I now ask to read his paper.
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Mr. W o l f f  : Excuse me. I ask your permission to read 
first a short paper, introducing the question, which I have 
prepared on the authority of the Executive Committee.

T h e  Ch a ir m a n  : In  tha t case, please read your paper. 

M r . W o l f f ;

The National Organisation o f Agriculture.
My good friend, Herr Haas—whom I am sure that^we 

should all be delighted to see here—took occasion last May, 
when ofxining a Congress of German, Austrian, Swiss, and 
Italian agriculturLsts at Vienna, to state that our Alliance 
had altogether failed—his precise words were " suffered 
shipwreck ”—in the attempt to unite co-operators of various 
forms, including the agricultural, in a common organisation, 
and he went on to suggest that we did not any longer come 
much into account, seeing that the number of our members 
had been considerably reduced.

In view of the facts recorded in our report and the 
attendance at this Congress, I do not think that I need take 
the trouble to refute such statements, which are already suffi
ciently refuted l)y facts. The number of our members in 
this Congress shows a greater increase than it has ever 
shown l)cforc.

Herr Haas went on to com})lain that this Alliance is under 
English guidance. M. de Boyve, who first conceived the idea 
of the Alliance, M. Luzzatti, who attended the conference of 
1886, and, could they rise uj), the ghosts of our beloved 
Charles Robert and Francesco Vigano might well hold up 
their hands in holy horror at the unfair insinuation that we are 
a specifically English institution. We have always been fully 
intemationi, as Herr Haas would know if he had not all 
along kept studiously aloof from us. If it now pleases Herr Haas 
to pit against our friendly universal entente a narrower 
" triplice,” directed—I do not say by Germany, for we have 
the German working men co-o{)erators and the host of small 
country folk for whom the philanthropist Raiffeisen devised his 
co-operative system, with us—but by German squires, so long 
as he injures no one else in doing so, we are sure to wish him 
all success, without thinking of retaliating. There is room 
for both of us, and room also, at all times, for the “ triplice ” 
within the " Alliance.”

His Excellency L . L uzza t t i (who had entered the hall 
a few minutes previously, interrupting) : Excuse me, my 
friend, but you are attacking one who is not here to defend 
himself.

Mr . W o l f f  : I had absolutely no intention of attacking 
Herr Haas personally; he is a friend of mine, for whom I
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have the greatest regard. I am merely attacking his system, 
which allows of State-aid to Co-o|)eration, of which we do 
not approve. I now continue my pa x?r.

However, Herr Haas touches the very marrow of the 
question which we are now to discuss, and at the same time 
lets in a surprising amount of instructive light on the }x>sition 
of his own movement, when he goes on to say that “ there 
is scarcely any room left in the Alliance for agricultural 
co-operative societies,” because among our members dis
tributive societies have become so predominant. All agri
cultural co-operators, even in Germany, do not appear to 
think so. We have a good number still with us. Also 
Herr Haas’ statement does not altogether tally with Herr 
Lorenz's complaint that we have actually neglected distribu
tive co-operation. However, the main point to .remark ujx>n 
is this, that Herr Haas’ observation shows him, while holding 
such views, to be miles away from both the generally accepted 
conception and the practical realisation of Co-operation. 
And that, so it can be shown, is the reason why his own form 
of agricultural Co-operation is, on the evidence of its own 
advocates, unable to maintain itself unaided. You will 
remember how plaintively his friends asserted at Budaj)est 
that without a tax levied upon the non-agricultural poj)ula- 
tion for its support, agricultural Co-operation, as they con
ceive it, could not live. It would be bankrupt. And.Herr 
Erll went on to describe “ Co-0{)eration ” as a helpless little 
babe hoj)clessIy battling—unless susjxjnded by a solid belt 
woven of non-agricultural taxation—with the turbulent waves 
of a raging sea in which there are supposed to l)c floating 
mines and torjiedos and I do not know what other dangers 
to life. What genuine co-operator has ever been known to 
describe Co-operation before in this way ? To a British 
co-oj)erator the picture is altogether unintelligible. ✓To 
Robert Owen, to the Rochdale Pioneers, to Holyoake, to 
Srluilze-Deiitzsch—^whose principles Herr Haas was very 
ri .nly to embrace when rising in revolt against Raiffeisen— 
Co-oj>eration was “ the strong man armed,” the poor man’s 
invincible friend, the very embodiment of strength and self- 
sufficiencŷ j/

Why is Herr Haas’ agricultural Co-operation bankrupt 
without tax money from non-agriculturisis ? Simply be
cause it has no friendly market. Agriculture is a productive 
calling and absolutely dependent upon its market. That 
market—so we know, and that is the principle upon which 
we now go (L am happy to have had a hand in it) in Great 
Britain—distributive societies can provide. They can indeed 
do much more. They can keep agricultural Co-operation
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sound and democratic. By means of the dividend which 
they procure for their members on articles which every one, 
even the poorest, must buy, they can provide the money 
necessary for starting agricultural Co-operation—which needs 
money to start with. They may, in fact, be made a veritable 
gold mine to agricultural Co-operation. VVe intend to make 
them so in the United Kingdom, and they are quite willing 
to become so.

Herr Haas’ “ Co-oix?ration ” refuses such aid and is 
accordingly driven to ask for alms to keep it alive—to go to 
Ministers of War, as Messrs. von Tippelskirch went to other 
Ministers to beg for preferential orders, regardless of quality 
or price. If Herr Haas and his friends were willing to join 
hands freely with distributive societies they would not need 
to do so.

He may reply that outside Great Britain distributive 
societies are not as developed, as strong, as capable of provid
ing a market as in my country. True. And that is a great 
misfortune for the continental countries concerned. But 
whose fault is it ? Are there no public authorities anywhere 
which have (leiil)erately placed ol)staeIes in the way of dis- 
trilnitive Co-operation, forbidden public olhcers to join 
co-operative stores, talxxx'd such stores, even persecuted 
them ? In doing so they have inflicted a serious injury ujx^n 
their own countries. And they can see the consequence now. 
Instead of leaving agricultural Co-operation to develop in
dependently, honestly selling its produce to the stores, they 
have to ta.x their non-agricultural subjects in order not to let 
“ agricultural Co-o}>eration ” die of atrophy. Let us hojje 
that things will be better managed in the future.

Allow me to tell you by what way we have in England 
arrived at the above conclusion. Our agricultural Co-ojx;ra- 
tion is a good deal more de%’eloj)ed than would ajii)ear from 
the paltry figures given in our re}x>rt. We have a large 
number of unregistered societies of which no account is kept. 
Nevertheless without question agricultural Co-oi^eration is 
amongst ourselves much less developed than in some foreign 
countries. There has been no Government-aided breeze to 
fill its sails. All the same it is older and has gone through 
more varied experience, as I will show. As much as twelve 
years before Professor Tanviray formed his first agricultural 
syndicate at Blois, certainly years before Herr Haas turned 
his mind to Co-operation applied to agriculture, that is, in 
1871, I was able to hold up our beginnings in agricul
tural Co-operation as a good e.xample to follow abroad, and 
Herr v'on Salviati, of the Prussian Ministry of Agriculture, 
who was then a prominent man in his department, taking an
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interest in the matter, could not helj) admitting that 1 was 
right. I was in a position to know that in Germany there 
was no agricultural Co-ojieration to s|)cak of, because from 
1863 to 1869 I had been a ’anded proprietor in Prussia, taking 
an active interest in agriculture on general lines, as may be 
gathered from the fact that my neighbours in my district 
elected me honorary secretary of their agricultural society. 
My father, on retiring from business in the North of England, 
had gone to live in Germany, and, as I was then very young, 
he naturally wished to keep me under his eye. Those were 
the days when industrial Co-operation was making great 
strides in Germany. Schulze-Delitzsch was in his zenith. 
He came into our neighlx)urhood, electrifying peojile with 
his advocacy of Co-oj>eration. Stores were formed. And 
one, at Gorlitz—long since turned into a most prosperous 
joint stock company—attracted a good deal of custom among 
my squire neighlx)ui‘s. However, of Co-oi)ei.ition of their 
own they could not think. Returning to England in 1869 
I found that we had some, as I thought, j)romising beginnings 
of Co-ojK-ration in agriculture. Aod I re])orted tliejn, as 
oliserved, to Berlin. Herr von Salviati duly inserted my 
communication in the official j^aper, Avnalcn dcr Land- 
wirischap. 13ut Germany did not yet follow suit. For 
Raiffeisen’s early action was distinctively i)hilanthroi)ic, 
affecting the rural poor rather than the agricultural calling.

J,et me icll you by what stages we have advanced.

• We began with more or less loosely formed local socielies 
for the coinmcm purchase of goods, such as we still possess 
in some number. They did some good, but they would not 
suffice for national organisation. They were too weak, too 
disunited.

In 1868 w’c ])roceeded to form co-ojx*ratively commercial 
societies, one in London and the other (I think it was about 
the same ii c ) in Leith, likewise for purchase, lo carry on 
business o\\ i the whole breadth of the country. They were 
—and are still—co-ojx?rative in this, that they give the 
purchasers the benefit of cheap buying, since they limit the 
dividend on capital to a moderate figure. Jiut they want 
touch with their meml>ers, and cohesion. They are to all 
intents and purposes shops. And they cannot develop 
beyond jiurchase.

Next the late Lord Winchilsea tried hLs hand at a very 
ambitious, truly " national ” scheme. He was going to sell 
produce as well as buy goods. He organised great selling 
centres, but could not get buyers to come, and his shareholders 
lost their money.

D l
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Sir Horace Plunkett, setting to work in Ireland in 1894, 
began on a sounder plan, which is succeeding and which we 
have adopted in England, and also lately in Scotland.

I abstain from entering into the subject of farming in 
common, of the Ralahine type, and also of profit-sharing 
applied to farming, of which the late Lord Wallscourt set 
the first example, as they scarcely concern us here,

I think—though I am speaking only for myself—that 
I can sum up the results of our experience in the following 
main guiding lines.

1. In all Co-operation for business, whether it be buying 
or selling, dairying, employing machinery—we have our 
motor-car services—insurance or credit, you necessarily 
must build up from /Ae bottom to the top, from self-governing 
local societies to unions. There must be union, or there 
will not be strength; but the resjwnsibility, the propelling 
power and plenty of freedom for initiative must be localised. 
As our business is mainly with small cultivators we prefer 
to form small local societies as units. But where, as in our 
Eastern Counties, farmers—large farmers they are^know 
how to covcr a wide area and fill up the interstices by calling 
in small men, jjedantic adherence to the one or two parish 
system must be out of the question. A large district officered 
in a business-like way, is really a great gain.

In the matter of disposing of our produce and also of 
organising wholesale purchases, we must follow our oppor
tunities. It is the market which makes the sale, and we must 
adapt ourselves to it. It is the demand which makes whole
sale trading. We have gone through some experience which 
shows that the business cannot be forced. Distribution 
promises to render us an additional most useful service in 
placing its ix)werful, well endowed, and wel' organised Co
operative Wholesale Societies at our disposal—the same 
organisations for distribution and for agriculture. It is only 
a question of adding agricultural experts. But in respect of 
wealth, machinery and business facilities, no Wholesale 
Society that we could create could compare with Manchester 
and Glasgow. And those are the things which ensure success.

In matters of propaganda, instruction, organising, in
fluencing public opinion or legislation, without in any way 
hindering local initiative, we find that we must at any rate 
direct from the top. On that ground we want a skilled head 
supported by a strong united body. When we discover that 
we are too weak to carry out our propaganda at once over 
our whole area, we confine ourselves for a time to selected 
promising districts where our help, so concentrated, soon 
evokes local support. That done, we go elsewhere and so 
in course of time benefit the whole kingdom.
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For educational jjurjwses we are differently situated than 
you abroad. I am of course fully aware that some foreign 
governments have done ever so much more for agricultural 
education, experimental stations and the like, than ours. 
But I am here talking of co-operative action. And we have 
some experience in voluntary action, by joint local effort, 
which p(Ksibly goes back beyond yours. It is, for instance, 
twenty-six years since in what was then my county we formed 
our " Sussex Association for the Improvement of Agriculture.” 
I  was a committee-man from the first, and I confess that I 
hoped to graft a co-operative supply society upon it. In 
this I failed, because our farmers were too deej)ly in debt w ith 

their dealers. That shows the great necessity, in agriculture, 
for co-operative credit, which the late Lten d’Andrimont 
rightly termed the “ driving wheel of all Co-operation.” But 
in respect of teaching we did some good. Since then the 
direction of education has been placed in the hands of County 
Councils, and we have found several of these bodies enlightened 
enough, since some years back, to put not only technical 
agriculture but also agricultural Co-operation upon  the 
syllabus of subjects to be taught in public schools, coming 
to us, the Agricultural Organisation Society, for the necessary 
teaching. That is a good example. Please God it will be 
generally followed ; but our County Councils are not all 
enlightened. You have teaching of Co-ojx;ration in some 
of your universities and high schools. That is in itself admir
able. But it is of all others the child of the elcinenlary school 
that wants to Ix; got hold of. Mr. L. Harcouft has placed 
Co-0])eration of every sort in relation to agriculture in the 
forefront of his measure for the creation of small holdings, 
which has recently attracted M. Luzzatti’s notice, and we 
expect to see much use made of the encouragement which 
he gives. That will be a splendid opportunity for a strong 
and united co-operati' > organisation to render signal service* 
to its country. I hojK that we shall prove equal to the task. 
And, much as I object otherwise to State aid to Co-oj>eration, 
agricultural or other, for purjx)ses of teaching Co-operation 
I must say that I should be willing to accept every j)cnny 
that Parliament might vote. Please let us never forget, as 
agricultural as well as other co-operators, that education is 
what Co-oj^ration must in all cases rest upon, and accordingly 
education is what Co-operation must of all things promote.

I must not say more except to come back to my first 
point, uix)n which I find myself s6 much at variance with my 
excellent friend Herr Haas. We must make use of our dis
tributive societies to the utmost extent possible for disposing 
of our produce. M. Kergall well explained the process at that
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co-operative luncheon given in the old Palais de I’lndustrie 
at Paris in 1894. ” You get rid of the middleman,” so he
said, " and getting rid of him you share his proiits : half 
goes to the buyer, half to the seller." That is at the bottom 
of all Co-o|)eration as a business. But there is more in those 
direct relations between buyer and seller than mere sharing 
of profits. Those relations directly stimulate and create 
business, and teach on cither side what new lines to strike 
out, what old lines to adhere to. However, we want more. 
And I am thankful to see my suggestion so well received in 
my own country. We want to bring distributive co-o|x‘ration 
to the humble dwellers in agricultural districts, in order to 
free them from the shackles of usury, and to enable them to 
rise up in the social scale, earning out of dividend that money 
which they w'ant for Co-ojieration in agriculture. Our agri
cultural Co-o|x;ration will l>e all the stronger for being tmited 
with distribution. Before our Budajx*st Congress the late 
Count Ale.xander K.iroiyi urgently begged me to have co- 
ojH’rative distribution for country districts put u|)on our 
progranunr, because the ravnging cancer from which the 
cotintry population in Hiuigary was suffering was the village 
tradesman’s usury. It is the same in Ireland. Anil when 
I put the idea forwartl and induced a public spiriteil and 
influential memlx*r of Parliament to bring in a measure for 
making the projxjsed combined village Co-oi>eration jxissible, 
Irishmen of all sorts, co-operators and non-co-o]K‘rators, 
thanked me and assured me that no greater boon could lx> 
conferred upon Ireland. And what hokLs good of these 
two countries holds good more or less of all.

Ladies and Gentlemen, so far from distributive societies 
excluding agricultural co-oj)erative societies, they are their 
natural, their most necessary allies, allies to whose advent a 
joyous welcome should be given—allies for the squires, 
because they purchase their goods ; allies for the small men, 
whom fcr care about, because in addition to that advantage 
they bring them the relief which they need most. Apart 
from that, do not let us vivisect Co-operation, which was 
intended as a composite organism, by lopping off limbs which 
cannot live by themselves. Do not, specifically, let us cut 
agricultural Co-oj)eration in two, as Herr Haas’ policy neces
sarily must do,by separating that of the millions of small ix’ojie, 
who must have co-operative distribution, from that of the 
thousands of suuires, who affect to despi-e it. Co-ojxMation 
is not a methoa but a principle, it was intended for the gooil, 
not of a calling, or a class, but of mankind. It is the life
blood to working man life, the nerve system which enters into 
every limb and heljis in every action. It can benefit those who
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need help in every asjxict of their Hfe and work, and from no 
point or asjiect should its help be excluded. Agriculture, 
distribution, production, banking, insurance, the medical care 
of its members, it is all one. Co-operation should extend through 
them all, and—as we try to make it in our Allidnco, which is 
genuinely international—it should spread out so as to embrace, 
not a few selected countrie>, but the whole world.

T he  C h a irm a n  : I  now call upon His Excellency Svend 
Hogsbro, Danish Minister of Public Works, and formerly 
Hon. Secretary of the Danish Co-operative Central Com
mittee, to read his paper, translations of which have been 
printed and distributed in four languages.

His Excellency S v e n d  H ogsb ro  :

The N ational Organisation of Agricultural 
Co-operation.

C o- opera tion  is in Denmark so intimately bound up with 
agriculture that it may very well under our i>rescnt a‘̂ j)cct be 
looked upon as altogether agricultural. It may furthermore 
be said that if there is anywhere an organisation thoroughly 
racy and self-promoted, created without either sup))ort or 
prodding from outside, more especially from the Slate, it is 
Danish agricultural Co-oj)eration. Sucli natural ‘ irmation 
explains why Danish co-oporativi* societies were nut called 
into being all at once, but grew up slowly, one by one. within 
the sj)ace of a generation. They were formed gradiKilIy, 
as the want of them came to be lelt, and as jx)pular untler- 
standing of Co-oj)eration permitted, scattered irregularly 
over the entire breadth of the kingdom. Sometimes the original 
small societies formed themselves into a union having com
mon rules and being under a common directing head, but 
with all that each society and each local grouj) was allowed to 
retain a great measure of liberty >nd free mitiative. In other 
cases a society from the beginn was designed to embrace 
the whole kingdom, or at any rate a more or less extensive 
portion of it, for its sphere of business, subdividing its area into 
smaller local sections, or so organising itself as to be able to 
take such in. As to forms, our Co-oi)eration embraces both 
purchase of agricultural requisites and sale of agricultural 
produce, and under the head of purchase, by means of gradual 
development, it has come to include much production for 
its own account of the goods in w'hich it deals.

Notwithstanding the differences subsisting in the cir
cumstances which led to the formation of our Danish co
operative societies, and notwithstanding the full independence
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left to them, they have nevertheless all of them come to be 
marked by some essential common features which ^ a y  
possibly be partly due to foreign example, more particidarly 
to that of England—the Rochdale Pioiicers—^which indeed 
suggested the formation of the very first co-operative society 
actually started in our country, that is, the distributive society 
of Thisted, formed in 1866. But I think that I am safe in 
contending that such community of fundamental principles is 
also in a great measure due to the fact that all these co-opera
tive societies were formed by and for the benefit of the middle 
and humbler classes of our rural population. Assuredly it 
Is the common conditions of life, the mutual knowledge of 
one another within a small district, and the mutual confidence 
thereby begotten, moreover, the democratic ideas implanted 
in our race and confirmed by long habit, under the sway of 
which the Danish co-operators have grown up, which have 
fixed the particular and characteristic stamp of individuality 
just spoken of upon our Danish co-operative societies, rather 
than any conscious aiming for a clearly })erceived end.

Allow me, gentlemen, to explain to you what are the 
essential principles uj)on which Danish Co-operation is built 
up.

1. In our supply societies profits are invariably divided 
in proportion to the value of the purchases made, in our 
productive societies in proportion to the goods delivered. 
So far as I am aware there Is no exception to this rule, even 
where there might seem to be a temptation to depart from it.

In the majority of our distributive societies the first 
working funds are raised by the levy of a small sum, as a 
rule ten Danish crowns, that is, 11s., from each member. 
That small sum members are however not necessarily re
quired to pay up all at once. Time is given them, and 
accordingly the earliest dividends due to them on their 
purchases are frequently kept back, it may be during several 
years, to pay up the said sum. In co-oi)erative societies of 
other descriptions, more especially in our large productive 
societies—for the starting of which rather considerable 
funds are required (for instance our bacon curing societies, 
dairies, and the like)— it has generally speaking been found 
impossible to raise the necessary capital without resort to 
a pretty substantial loan, for which either all members, or 
else— to facilitate the transaction—a certain number of 
them, having the others always to fall back upon in case 
of need, make themselves liable.

In such case it would not seem unnatural if societies 
were to endeavour to stimulate the paying up of shares 
or else the pledging of liability, by offering a bonus out
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of the profits proportioned to pasrments made. However, 
such proceeding has not even been so much as suggested. 
Members receive interest on their shares at a fixed rate, 
neither more nor less ; and they are allowed no consideration 
whatever in respect of their suretyship. In co-operative 
dairies there have occasionally been disputes as to whether 
members should be paid for the milk which they deliver by 
weight—^which was the original method adopted—or accord
ing to the proportion of fat contained in such milk. The 
latter method, which seems the more reasonable, has of late 
years steadily gained ground. But obviously that means 
no exception to the rule already stated.

2. It is purely by voluntary assoc^tion among persons 
who felt that they stood in need of a co-operative society, 
that our, co-operative societies have come into existence. 
State aid, which is so freely bestowed in many other 
countries, is quite unknown in ours. No one seems to have 
ever thought of it. Quite the reverse. Most of our co-opera- 
tive societies—such as the bacon curing societies, dairies, 
supply and distributive societies—have grown up to their 
present ma^itude in the teeth of a strong opjx)sition offered by 
the wealthier classes in our country, more particularly by 
manufacturers and tradesmen and all the host of jieople 
dependent ujx>n them, in part also in the teeth of obstacles 
placed in their way, and actual j>ersecution ])ractLsed, by the 
public authorities.

Seeing that such are the conditions under which our 
co-o])crative societies were formed, it is easy lo understand 
that they have come one and all to rejx)se uj)on the demo
cratic foundation of absolute self-government. Suj)reme 
authority is everywhere vested in the general meeting, in 
which eve^ member has a right to be present, to S{>eak and 
to vote. Executive power is committed to a committee of 
management and a body of managers (which may appoint a 
^ c ia l  office committee). The power of sup rvision is in the 
first instance committed to selected inspeclui s (committee of 
inspection). But all members of these several bodies are 
themselves elected for a specified term by the general meeting. 
And there is more. In the general meeting every member 
exercises precisely the same rights as his neighbour, no matter 
what may be his social position, or his purchases from the 
society, whether they be large or small. That is our generally 
observed rule, without exception, in distributive societies; 
and that is also the general rule among productive societies, 
more particularly those of recent formation. Among the 
other societies, more specifically dairies, it was not at the 
outset everywhere understood that things must be so. Accord-
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ingly it was not unusual to apportion voting power in proportion 
to the number of cows owned by each member. However, 
even so, votes were not multiplied indefinitely, one vote for 
so many cows—as might be tlic case in a joint stock company, 
where voting power is determined by the value of shares held 
—but a considerable number of cows would entitle to a maxi
mum of five or at most ten votes. Generally speaking, 
however, that rule has now been got rid of. I do not know 
if it survives anywhere. If it does, it is only in quite 
exc(‘i)tional cases. Our present rule throughout is ‘ one man, 
one vote ’’—or rather, I should say, “ one member, one vote 
for in our co-oporative societies women enjoy precisely the 
same rights as men—and we find that we do well under such 
ar^ngct^cnt. Everybody will readily u.Klerstand that our 
rulefas described is of the greatest possible importance under 
a s^fal asjK'ct, more particularly if one will bear in mind 
that̂ -as time has gone on large ])roprietors have llocked into 
our co-operative d:»iries, which were originally formed by and 
for medium owners, in steadily increasing nuinlxMs. Surely 
it does not need to b(̂  (lemons!nited that the fact of a small 
cullivator, who owns only oni; or two rows, sittinf' side by side 
in our general nuctiiigs with a large proprietor, who may own 
KK) or exereisiiijf precisely the same voting power as
the latter, and enjoying exactly the same rights and position 
in the society, is bound to have a powerful levelling effect, 
and so to improve social relations. In any case that is its 
effect—an effect which shows itself far beyonil the bounds 
of the society to which it applies.

3. Although in our country we decline to recognise any 
society as co-oj>erative which does not conform to the princi
ples laid tlow'n under my heads 1 and 2. that is, in respect of 
division of profits and of self-government, we are not equally 
strict with :egard to the rules adopted regulating memtx'rs' 
liability for engagements contracted by the society. With 
regard to this point the variety of methods lo be met 
with is very great. Nevertheless a broad line of demar
cation may be traced, generally speaking, between large unions 

on the one hand, and small societies or district unions on the 
other. In the latter, which as a rule have only a single parish, 
or at any rate only a very limited area, for their business 
district, within which members are well known to one another, 
it is usual for all members alike to become surety together 
for any debt contracted by their society or their district union. 
That means, in a legal aspect, that all members are jointly 
and severally bound for all the society’s liabilities. However, 
there are differences in the manner in which they are so bound 
by their " solidarity.”
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In the first >lacc there is absolute or “ direct solidarity” 
— fully unlimited liability. That means that every member 
may be made personally answerable for the entire liabilities 
of the sdciety, as if they were his own (as under a guarantee 
given in his own and sole name). But this liability may how
ever be constituted in various ways. Let me show this by 
two examples.

Suppose that three men bind themselves in one bond for 
;(1,000, and nothing more is said in the Iwnd, obviously the 
creditor will be free to sue any one of the three at liis own 
pleasure, for the whole amount. However, these tlufo men 
may limit their several engagements, the one to ;̂ 500, 
the second to ^300, and the third to £200. In that 
case, if the creditor wants to take jHooeedings for the 
whole £1,000, he will have to proceed in three several suits. 
Sujijiosing, however, the sum to be recovered is only £2(K). 
In that case he may proceed against any one of the three, 
inasmuch as every one of the three has distinctly bound 
himself up to £200. If, after that, the surety jnoceeded 
against were to be found to be unable to pay the full amount, 
the creditor would still have his remedy against the other two. 
Such is joint liability.

There is another form still of joint liability, tiaim iy the 
“ subsidiary ” form. That name implies that the crtdiior, in 
the event of j)rooecdings, is not at lilu*rty in tin- fust iiistancf 
to jnoa-ed against any one memlnT exfcpt in respt t l ol his 
own pr()jM)rtionaI share in the common liability. Should the 
creditor fail to recover his j)roper shan; from one ol iJicm, he 
W'ill be free in the second instance to recov< r from the other 
sureties, until he is paid. In this manner in the end he will 
recover his money.

Apart from these j)articulars, according to our law, if 
nothing to the contrary is said in the agreement, or else stated 
in the bond, or provided in the rules, any creditor is in nil 
cases in the first instance prohibited from claiming from . ly 
person liable excej)t in respect of his interest in the comnioii 
concern. That means, in the i>resent instance, when we are 
thinking of societies, that our creditor will have to jiioreed 
first of all against the society, and «mly in the event of the 
society not giving him satisfaction, against any one or other 
member, whether in respect of the full amount of hi< claim, 
or only a jwrtion of it. If a jx;rson bound in joint liability 
with others is found to have paid the creditor mote than his 
o\î  proper share, he may at all times recover the overj)lus 
paid from his fellow sureties.

Specifically in our bacon curing societies the question of 
liability is as a rule settled in this way. Members are grouj)ed
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according to districts, which districts subscribe a certain 
sum each, making their members (of the district) jointly and 
severally liable for the full arnount. The " Feeding Stuffs 
Co-oj^rative Society of the Islands " has adopted the same 
OTinciple, and something similar prevails in the ** Feeding 
Stuffs Co-operative Society of Jutland," and in the "  Common 
Purchase ^ ie t y  of Danish Co-operative Dairies.”

Co-operative dairies otherwise, as a rule, adopt only 
“ subsidiary ” liability. Distributive societies adopt either 
" subsidiary ” liability or full " solidarity ” (unlimited 
and direct liability). The last occurs most frequently.

This is how the matter stands among our smaller societies 
and district unions.

Our large unions as a rule do not make their members 
jointly and severally liable. I will state some instances.

There can be no doubt that the “ Danish Co-operative 
Wholesale Society ” is a genuinely co-operative organisa
tion. It has accepted the two essential points, division of 
>rofits in proportion to purchases and entire self-government, 
iowcver, its members (the small distributive societies) do 

not make themselves liable beyond their own paid up shares, 
which amount to 100 crowns (£5 11s.) for every twenty 
mcnil)ers in each. The “ Danish Co-oj)erative Egg 
Exi>ort Association" has adopted a similar system. All 
its district societies j)ay 60 ore (6Jd.) in rcs]>ect of each 
single member, and the members must be content to 
see all the necessary outgoings of the organisation in 
salaries, wages, carriage, management, etc., made a first 
charge UjX)n the income of their several societies ; but beyond 
that no district can be made liable on behalf of the union.

Here are two instances, one of a common purchase society, 
the other of a common sale society, and, so far as I know, 
the rule obtaining in their cases obtains also in all others of 
the same order. There is in such societies no unlimited 
liability; and nevertheless putting the matter to the test 
by the standard of accepted fundamental co-operative prin
ciples, it would be impossible to contend that these societies 
are not in all respects genuinely co-operative.

With regard to the unlimited liability obtaining in the 
small societies I should like to add this.

Nobody in our country fails to perceive the danger which 
such form of liability involves, or what may be the conse
quences. Very rarely indeed have things gone wrong, and 
have members been made to pay up for goods which they 
never received, or clear off larger liabilities than justly fell 
to their share. But still this has occurred, and whoever has 
had to pay has felt the smart. If none the less we do not
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desire to abandon such form of liability, the reason is, that 
that form is felt to be of very great value indeed for the 
healthy development of co-oj?erative societies. It is just 
because members realise that m the event of anything going 
wrong they may be called ujx)n to pay considerable sun^s in 
res])ect of their liability, over and l>eyond their legitimate 
share, that they watch with keen interest the management of 
affairs. If it were othervi'ise, surely apathy and indifference 
to the manner in which affairs are administered, might creep 
in and be carried to a iwint which must mean danger to the 
society and undermine its prosperity. We look ujx)n the 
joint and several liability of members as the very life blood 
of our Co-oj)eration, just l̂ ecause it evolves and maintains 
interest in the common concern and evokes a never ceasing 
realisation of the fact that the })oint u|X)n which all turns is 
mutual aid and support in all circumstances. Judged from 
a business point of view members might find a different 
arrangement more advantageous to themselves. However, 
Co-oj)eration to our mind means something more than business. 
Quickening and nourishing the principle of love of one’s 
neighbour and promoting common touch, and educating 
I>eople by means of self-government and admission to fully 
equal rights, it is intended to elevate and ennoble those who 
practise it.

4. In our co-ojxjrative societies the mutual confulcnce 
which lies at the Ixittom of the unlimited liability accepted, 
shows itself effective also in this, that the relations subsisting 
between a society and each of its members are in most societies, 
and uj) to a certain jKjint in all, of a jnirely voluntary character. 
Just as a jMjrson is at all times free to join a society or not, 
so, at any rate in distributive societies, he is also free to go 
out whenever he pleases. There is absolutely no compulsion. 
Only he cannot on going out at the same time also shake 
off liability for engagements already incurred uj> to that 
moment. In co-oj>erative societies of some other sorts, more 
particularly in dairies, bacon curing societies and common 
purchase societies, on the other hand, the common rule is, 
that members bind themselves to remain in the society for 
a certain number of years. Beyond this, in distributive 
societies, it is a rule adopted without excejjtion, that no 
member shall be held bound to buy from his own society 
more than he feels inclined to do and finds to answer his 
purpose; and in the same manner no society is held bound 
to buy from the wholesale society. In such freedom 
to buy or not to buy we believe that we possess the best 
guarantee that the goods sold and t)ie prices asked will alwajrs 
be what they ought to be. For if they were not, competition

83



would soon lure members away from their store, or in any 
case their purchases would grow less. Even when the 
wholesale society manufactures its own goods, setting up 
factoi ies for the purjx)se, which involves a heavy sacrifice, 
it does so invariably at its own risk and peril, 
nothing is asked from members in general meeting or as 
represented by delegates, except a general adhesion. No 
stipulation i< made with regard to custom. Only in one 
quite exceptional instance has this rule been set aside ; and 
that w.% where the avowed object aimed at was to break up 
a Trust which the " Danish Petroleum Joint Stock Com- 
pany,” a branch of the " International Standard Oil Com
pany,” was endeavouring to form in our country. In that 
case it provctl necessary, for the purpose of obtaining,' the 
suppoit requisite for maintaining ellective competition, to 
hind the memlxjrs of the Co-0|)erative Wholesale Society 
to take their i>etrolcum solely from that society for a cer
tain ntmilK'r of years. This was done.

Sjich is the general arrangement in the distrilnitive 
societies. However, it will f>e necessary to add that in supply 
societies of other sorts and of recent formation (sorieti(?s for 
providiiif' feeding; ><tit('fs, fertilisers, ro(iuisites for dairies, etc.) 
it is (pjite a roinuion })ractice to insist ui)on members binding 
themselves to bring their custom i > tne society, and so it 
is an accepteil rule also in productive societies, that members 
should l)c made to inidertake to deliver to the society all 
their jwduce of the kimi coining into account (pigs, milk, 
eggs), which they do not require in their own households.

5. The fifth essential principle adopted in our co-opera
tive societies which I have to mention is that no co-operative 
society is alloweti to draw its own narrow bounds of member
ship, that it must not exclude any one, it must be 0j)en to all 
who desire anti who comply with certain conditions to become 
members. At any rale among the Danish distributive socie
ties that is a universally recognised rule. It is jx.*rfectly 
natural that unlimiteil liability should have awakened some 
apprehensions a?td made |>eople desire to limit the number, 
or rather, j)erhai)s I shoukl say, the particular status, of 
members alloweti to join. In some places a dozen or iess 
large j)roprietors have lK*en known to try to form 
societies purely for themselves. Even where the condition 
was not explicitly stated in the rules that no one e.xcept 
the founders ami such j>eople as they were pleased to regard 
with favour should be ailmitted, it was fully understood 
that this was so, while they would have no ojien shop kept 
and no regular salesman employed. Our “ Wholesale” 
does not admit societies of this kind—not as if it

84



apprehended that their admission might involve risk, 
but simjily Ix'cause it holds that the ideal asiwct of 
Co*pi)cration. accepted by distributive societies, its ideal aim 
of l)inding large and small landowners together in common 
union, in making them help and assist one another, cannot 
be furthered, but on the contrary, is lx)und to be made 
more difficult of attainment by such practice.

I ask you to allow what I have said to suffice 
for a general review of the j>rincij)les which govern our 
Danisli Co-ojieration, which principles, issuing from the life 
and reasoning of our people themselves, have shown them* 
selves effective in imparting to our Co-ojwration its jx'culiar 
force and jxiwer, sources of inestimable lx*nefit t.) our agri
culture and tlierefore to our entire Danish j)eople. However, 
the fact sliould not he lost siglit of that our i>eople would 
never have arrived at the concej>tion of such lofty j)rinciplcs, 
wliich are based u}K>n everyone’s love of his neighlx)ur, as 
oj>}x)sed to self love, and which make their effect felt far 
beyond the narrow bounds of mere economic interests, if it 
had not had our jwjnilar •’ High Schools,” which are altogether 
j>eculiar to our country and foundecl u|x)n a profoundly 
religious idea, to prepare our rural jKjjnilation systematically 
for this kind of ideas and to make those ideas rijH'n within 
them so as to bear fruit.
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In (ODuection with his pajMT Mr. HrKiSHKo remarked 
that we have heard the President of the I ’nited States, in 
addressing his fellow countrymen at Chicago, say that if tliey 
wanted to <icfeat the trusts they would take an example 
from the Danish co-oj>erative movement. Then more re
cently General Botha lias .sent an aj)j)lication to the Danish 
Minister of Agriculture, with the result that a young man of 
twenty-two years of age has In’en sent out to the Transvaal 
to teach the j>eo])le there the principles ujion which our 
movement is based.

T he  C h a irm a n : I now ask Dr. R a in e r i ,  Chairman of 
the Italian Federation of Agricultural Co-oj)erative Societies, 
to summarise his report on the same question.

The following is the paper which Dr. Raineri had pre
pared with the collaboration of Pr. M. Casalini, Editor of 
Italia Agricola:—
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The National Organisation of Agricultural 
Co-operation.

In the brief outline of Italian organisation of agriculture which 
is all that within the limits of a Congress paper I can attempt 
to trace, my aim is not so much to enter into full details as 
to submit to the examination of the Congress a general sketch 
of our Italian system of agricultural co-operative organisa
tion, marking very plainly only its salient and most character
istic features. Unfortunately I have to begin by owning 
that our statistics are at present still far from complete, that 
we have not a full list of co-operative agri< tiltural institutions 
and organisations in existence, and thai accordingly my 
statements cannot pretend to be exhaustive.

Let me, however, show what at the present time is 
actually known under this aspect, adding an expression of 
hope that the official st.itLstical service for apiculture in 
Italy may shortly be thoroughly reorganised—as indeed there 

, is good warrant for anticipating that it will—and that Italy 
will also soon inscribe upon its statute book a law which 
makes insj^ction of co-ojicrative societies, such as is found 
most useful in some other countries—not only as a stimulus to 
propaganda, but also ; > a help to trustworthy statistics— 
compulsory also among ourselves.

I divide my matter under the necessary distinct heads.

I.—C o- ope ra tive  S o c ie t ie s  f o r  t h e  Common P u rc h a s e  

OF A g r i c u l t u r a l  R e q u ire m e n ts .

In its application to agriculture the co-operative move
ment has proved most successful by far in the organisation 
of Co-operation for common purchase of agricultural require
ments. Plainly that particular form of co-operative action 
recommends itself to those for whom it is intended more 
readily than other forms, because it is so very easily applicable 
in practice, and because, furthermore, it is as a rule willingly 
accepted by fanners, who discover in it at once a convenient 
method for satisfying on the spot very manifest immediate 
wants. It began some twenty years ago, with the common 
purchase of artificial fertilisers, of applications for the destruc
tion of parasitic pests and of machinery and implements. 
The first societies to enter upon this movement were some 
agricultural societies not really formed for business purposes 
{Comizi agrari). A certain number of such still continue to 
practise Co-operation in this form. At the present time the 
various kinds of organisations engaging in this class of work, 
ministering to the most direct wants of agriculture, are these :



Village banks, people’s banks, some unregistered societies 
not classified, and, above all, special agricultural co-operative 
societies (Consorxi agrari) fprmed without a limit set to their 
capital issue, and in imitation of them also “ Rural Unions ” 
(Unioni rurali) which are societies of the same tyj>e but of 
a distinctly denominational character, as professing them
selves “ Catholic.” The following figures show the propor
tions in which the three last-named kinds of organisations 
divide the ground among themselves :—

CcMsorti agrari ... ... ... ... S66
Unioni tu ra ii ... ... ... ... 200
Other organisations ... ... ... 224

790

Among these many societies a special word of mention 
and commendation is due to the satisfactorily developed 
Associazione agraria friulana, which from the very first begin
ning made the purchase of agricultural requirements for the 
benefit of agriculturists in Friul one of its special objects. 
By means of a special committee for conducting the purchases 
(Comiiaio per gli acquisii) and the institution of local agricul
tural associations {Circoli agricoU locali) and large co-operative 
superphosphate works, it has succeeded in jiroducing 
a very efficient network of distributive organs in its own 
country.

1 am not in a jwsition to state the number of members 
comjx)sing the above mentioned societies, but in all prob
ability it stands at about 200,000 and the figures of the annual 
sales may be taken as somewhere about 40,000,000 lire 
(£1,600,000). We shall, however, have to bear in mind that 
in Italy it is usual for organisations of this kind to sell goods 
alike to members and to non-members.

This distributive movement divides itself very unequally 
between the north and south of the kingdom, in proiwrtion, of 
course, to the greater or less development that has taken 
place in general agriculture. The following table will make 
this clear;—

North and
'  Centre, South.

Consorti agrari eoofierativi ... 210 l.ld
Uniotti rurali ... ... ... IfiU GO
Other societies...............................  183 41
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Tout ... 543 247

I I  is not possible to give a me?m figure for the business 
of single societies. Indeed, the figures vary very much indeed. 
There are small societies whose business in artificial fertilisers, 
parasiticides and agricultural implements, etc., scarcely 
exceeds a few thousands of lire (one thousand lire h^ing equal



to £40), and by their side there arc others which sell goods 
annually to the amount of half a million lire (/;20,000) and 
more, some rising up to a full million and more, and one, the 
Consorzto agrario cooperaiivo of Piacenza, showing an annual 
trade of more than 2,500,000 lire (£100,000). The large 
societies as a rule cover a very considerable extent of ground, 
which they supj)ly by means of agencies or branches adminis
tered i)y staffs dejxindent ui>on the central office. It is quite 
unusuai among ourselves to organise such societies as fee era- 
tions of local bodies clustered roimd a powerful centre, the 
whole network corresponding to a strong head directing the 
composite body, with arms stretching out to do the actual 
local work. The Associazione (wj iria friulana however, affords 
a good instance of an organisation of this sort.

In the business of supply the want of adequate credit in 
the dealing with gootls has early made itself felt and societies 
have been com|X‘lled to give it very careful attention. It 
may not be without interest to describe the various methods 
by which some of o>ir societies provide for such service, with, 
on till- whole, some fairly satisfactory results.

riio simplest form of credit provided for members by 
institutions of the kind that we here have to deal with was— 
and to a suimM extent still continues to be—of course, the 
ordinary doaK r’s credit—no matter whether the iH*rson giving 
it be the original producer of the wares purchaseil or an inter
mediate wholesale trader, or, secondly, obtaining credit from 
some credit institution by the help of some intluentia! ixjrson, 
|M‘rhaps the president of the association, becoming surety. 
This is still done by Comizi agrari and syndicates. However, 
transactions of such sort remain comparatively few.

I will jiroceed to sjjeak of some other forms of credit 
practised :—

1. The Consorzio itself may deliver the goods and take 
the purchaser’s acceptance as security for payment. An 
acceptance thus pledged the Consonio's bank will often be 
found willing to discount, if it be endorsed either by the 
Consonio as a whole or by its manager, and sometimes even 
without such endorsement.

2. The form of credit just mentioned is very easy of 
application where a bank is found willing to render such 
service. That does not, however, happen in every instance. 
And it ought to l>e observed that our agricultural population 
in general have a holy horror of “ acceptances,” and dislike 
giving one even though it be to the purchaser’s own co
operative society. For this reason the practice just mentioned 
has obtained only a limited application. Where it is not 
accepted, another form has to be adopted, and that is, in the
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case of not a few societies the form of free credit, trusting 
only to the borrower’s honour without any other guarantee. 
This form is largely practised by some associations.

3. However, quite obviously that form of credit is oj>en 
to serious objections, becausc it is calculated to place the 
lending Consorzio in a jxjsition of embarrassment. But there 
is another method still open to borrowers, which has yielded 
satisfactory results, and that is the method of current accounts, 
cash credits, opened to individual membei's by the Consorzio. 
To carry this into practice every member applying for a cash 
credit has his value as a taker of credit assessed. The 
Consorzio fix a maximum, up to which they go, taking the 
memlx;r’s acceptance (made out to the maximum figure) as 
security. The figure fixed is enti-red in the member’s pass 
book, and up to the maximum he is on demand credited with 
goods.

There ar« other forms of credit still }x?rmitted here and 
there. Thus, at Biella the Consorzio agrario allows a credit 
collectively to the federated local “ circles” (orassociations), 
taking an acceptance as security which makes all the members 
of the " circle '* resjx)nsible and is accordingly signed, either 
by every one of them, or else by the manager of the " circle,” 
on iM'half of the whole.

In .some j)rovinces of central and southern Italy and in 
the Italian islands, mon'ovcr, special rredit institutions have 
been created by the State, to deal specilically in agrirultural 
credit. Of such is the ])i‘j)artmciit of Agricull\)ral Credit 
attached to the Savings Bank of Na|)!es and worked by 
interjX)«ition of the great Banco <fi S'u/wli (under the law of 
7 July, 1901). Of such also are the institvUion for agricul
tural credit in Latium (under the law of 21 December, 
1902), and a similar institution for Sicily (under the law of 20 
March, 1906). Furthermore, I must to mention under the 
same head the provincial agricultural banks formed, but not 
yet m working order, for Basilicata (under the law of 31 March, 
1904), for Calabria (under the law of 21 June, 190f$), and for 
the south of Italy (under the law of 15 July, 1906). There 
are also two similar banks in Sardinia, governed by the two 
laws of 2 August, 1897 and 28 July, 1902, for the further 
regulation ol which the Bill ol June, 1907, not yet adopted, 
has been submitted to Parliament.

All these institutions may grant credit by means of the 
agricultural co-operative associations. A special ordinance 
also gives them power to transact such business with 
individual agriculturists. As a security to the various credit 
institutions all this business is subject to their strict control 
and general supervision.
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Up to the present time, it is quite true, very little 
actual business has been done in the way described. The 
reasons accounting for this are very well stated in the annual 
reports on agricultural credit granted out of the funds belong
ing to the Savings Bank of Naples, issued by Comm. Miraglia, 
managing director of the bank of Naples.

The Italian Federation of Agricultural Co-operative 
Societies (at Piacenza) has likewise endeavoured to organise 
a service of agricultural credit for the benefit of the units of 
which it is composed, and with this object in view it has pro
vided for cash credit to be granted to such organisations.

However circumscribed the present results may still 
appear to be, it is \\ II understood that the Consorzi agrari 
have contributed not a little to the solution of the difficult 
problem of credit, which is vital lor agnculture. Let me

2uote a few figures by way of illustration ! In 1905 the 
onsorzio of Parma granted credits in return for promissory 

notes up to 649,528 lire ({25,981) ; the Consorzio of Cremona 
to the c.xtent of 665,520 lire (£28,621); the Agricultural 
Syndicate of Padia to the extent of 263,132 lire; the 
Comorzio of Bergamo to the extent of 249,085 lire (£9,963), 
ami so on. There arc many more figures that I might 
quote, but these few will give an idea of the good that is 
done in the several districts.

The Federazione Italiana dei Consorzi agrari, which was 
formed in 1892 with the object of strengthening the agricul
tural institutions then existing by means of union, and 
to stimulate the formation of new ones, is organised as 
a co-operative society with power to increase indefinitely 
its share capital. It began its career with a membership 
of only 18 societies; there are now 462. Societies become 
members by declaring their adhesion and taking up 
one or more shares, which have to be paid up in 
full. That secures to the society the rights of membership. 
But it does not in any way bind it to purchase its goods solely 
from the Federation. The society is permitted all the same 
to take its goods wherever it finds it most to its advantage 
to do so. It follows from this that if the Federation would 
carry on a good business it will have to make itself useful to 
its members, which it can only do by obtaining for itself the 
very best terms, by means of purchasing in large quantities 
and constituting itself a real power in its own market. And 
the consequence of this is that it acquires a large stock of 
goods 10 dispose of, for which it must try to find customers 
among other societies as well as among its own members. 
The utility of the Federation in this respect will, perhaps.
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best appear from the figures recorded for its sales. I quote 
them for three distinct years :—

1893. Value of the goods sold 711,144-70 lire (;^28,440)
1»)3..................................... fl.374.032 (tn .. (;4214.«81»

190C. ............................. l(l,613,033iW „ (;f424,r*45)

One form of collective purchase adopted by the Federa
tion, which appejirs to me deserving of remark, is that of 
societies acting " in partecipazione ” as the law tenns it, with 
others. A society " in partecipazione ” according to clauses 
233 and the following of the Italian G)mmercial Code, 
must be tenij)orary only, and is, as a rule, limited 
in point of time to one year, and in jx)int of business to 
the purchase and sale of one distinct sj)eciality of goods; 
and its business must be managed by a representative com
mittee elected by the several organisations who have joined 
in this “ ]>artecipanza.” In such business the Fedcrazione 
acts as representative of the societies acting in union, dealing 
with outsiders for them.

The Federazione allows its members the full benefit of 
its co-operative form of dealing. At the end of each year it 
ascertains the j)rice to be charged to customers for each class 
of goods by adding the incidental outgoings to the first 
purchase price and allotting accordingly.

Purcliasc and sale do not exhaust the list of its useful 
services. It devotes very great allenlion to the extension 
of technical instruction, and instruction in the j)ractice 
of Co-o]>eration. It does its best to further the formation 
of co-ojierative agricultural societies, sliowing those who 
form them how to proceed in accordance with the law and 
affording what help it can. At the same time it assists in 
the spread of technical education by means of publications 
giving information in jwpnlar language on the pro})er employ
ment of artificial fertilisers and the like, by means also of 
experimental plots which it provides, of lectures and 
othervv'ise. In 1906, for instance, the Federation instituted 
no fewer than 314 exj>erimental })lots, and it distributed 
26,000 copies of educational pamphlets on manuring, etc.

Beyond this the Federation has studied to bring aid to 
agriculturists by using its good offices with the Ministry of 
War to induce that authority to purchase its forage, corn, 
etc., for the A m y  from co-operative societies and moreover 
by initiating the formation of a commercial society for the 
exportation of Italian agricultural jjroduce. With the view 
of extending its own sphere of work and more specifically 
of benefiting the southern districts of the kingdom, the



federazionc recently ojjenecl a branch office at Naples, which 
it shortly after supplemented by another in Catania. By 
such means it hopes to extend its sales and to create a healthy 
agricultural co-operative movement in the south. A further 
branch office has been opened at Rome.

The Federazione furthermore makes it its study to acquaint 
its members regularly with the condition of the markets 
which affcct them, by means of a weekly bulletin, which quotes 
the latest prices of the goods in which it deals.

There are one or two more useful services which the 
Federazione has rendered to Italian agriculture which deserve 
recording. ' >ne is the warm support which it has given to 
M. Luzzatti s proposal to create a powerful national institu
tion of credit. Beyond this, it has promptly enrolled itself 
in the new International League of Agricultural Co-operative 
Societies of Euroj^e according to agreement with the leaders 
of the co-operative agricultural movements in Germany. 
Austria, and Switzerland.

02

2 . — A c . K I C n . T H K A L  l U . N K S .

The cu-ilit of having initiated the movement of agricul
tural credit hanks in Italy unquestionably belongs to 
Dr. Leone Wollcniborg, who formed the first little village 
bank of such tyjx; in Italy as long ago as 1883. He did 
not, at the same time, fail to exert himself with a view 
to stimulating a movement within wider limits. Oonspicuous 
as his merit is, he cannot be said to have altogether succeeded 
in his propagandist action. The reason plainly is that, 
whereas he advisedly abstained from giving his banks a 
distinct party or religious colouring, a priest, Don Cerutti, 
shortly after entered ujK)n the scene, supi)orted by other 
organisers, championing the same institution as a distinctively 
denominational organisation attached to the Church of Rome. 
His " catholic ” idea “ took ” with the rural public and his 
*■ catholic ” banks multi])lied so as soon greatly to outnumber 
Dr. Wollemborg’s.

The figures on record in the official statistics recently 
issued by the Italian Ministry of Agriculture, Trade and 
Commerce—which are all that are at our command—show 
how very unequally way agricultural banks are now distrib
uted over Italy.
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N o r t h e r n  I t a l y .

Alessandria . 4.'> Brought forward 6!)r.

Helluno .. P Province I’avia ............. 22
Hergamo ,. 7(t • t PiaccnzA 8

Bolngna . 177 If I’orto Maurizio 1

lirc.scia . ft Ravenna
Como 4 • 1 I’arnia ... 44

Cremona p Reggio Emilia... IS

Cuneo . Kid »* Rovigo ... i‘i4

Ferrara . ,10 I* Sondtio............. 8

Genoa 2 >* Turin ............. 32
Mantua 1» »» Treviso............ 72
Milano . M) • • U dine .............
Motlcna . ir> 4 » Venice............. .31
No\ara (5 ** \'crona ... KMI

I ’adua . 72 « t Vincenza 4S

(i'Hi Total ... 1.22S

Arezzo
Florence
Forli
I ĵjhorn

G
]4
2i5

.‘>(1

C e n t r a l  I t a l y .

Urought forward 
Maceratn ... 
I ’erugin 
IVsaro
I ’isn

50
r>
r>
10
1

7!

Brought forwani 71
Kuine ... !i'»
Siena ... 1
Anconii ... .■>

Total Hi

S o u t h e r n  I t a l y  a n d  t h e  I s l a n d s .

.Salerno
Siissrtri
S i r a r u s c

'rcranKi
T r a p a n i

Ac(juil:i
Ascoli
Avellino

1
1

II
o
1.̂
jr,
31
a

Hrouuhl forward 7i> 
Ibri ... II
Hencvcntii... 4
(^ilinnisclta 27 
C^impoliasso .S 

('aseiia .. 4
('atania ... 2.H
Cuinnrjiro .. 4
Cliic'ti ... 1

Hrought forwanl l.">4
Cosenza ... 7
FogHiii ... 4
(Jirfjcnti ... 4.S
I .crcc ...
■Mc.'isina ... !•
Naples 1
I'alermo ... 42
I’otcnza ... 3

7» I.'54

Total for all ItaFv. l.flOS.

Total 20S

According to this table there are now 1,608 agricultural 
village banks known to exist in Italy. Their annual busines<; 
is not known, but so far as our statistics go, they hold among 
them about 42,000,000 lire (^1,680,000) in saving dejxjsits, 
the lion's share presumably going to the “ catholic ” bank<. 
The above table also shows that the movement is by far the 
most strongly developed in northern Italy.

There are agricultural banks of very nearly the same ty}x; 
in existence in small numbers set up on another basis. Their 
creation is due in the main to the initiative of the deputy 
Signor Guerci and of some of his friends. The difference 
between the two types of institutions is mainly this, that 
whereas the former banks, acting eiach independently, look for



their money to deposits, the Guerci banks rely exclusively upon 
one or other distinct financial institution, which supplies 
them with what they want, and which in return for such ser
vice exercises a searching control over them.

The banks of the Wollemborg type have formed their 
own union. The banks of the Guerci type in the province 
of Parma have likewise formed a union; but it consists of 
only fifteen. The " catholic ” banks have as yet no real 
union or federation. However, they group themselves together 
more and more according to dioceses, and may be said to 
possess a common centre in the Social-economic Union of 
Bergamo, which has really become the centre point around 
' hich all distinctively " catholic " institutions of an economic 
type gather.

3.— P r o d u c t iv e  So c ie t ie s .

The foremost place among co-operative productive 
societies connected with agriculture belongs to the co-operative 
vintries in which members convert their grapes into wine 
in common and dispose of such produce collectively. There 
are now about KX) such, and they have recently given proof 
of an active spirit which promises to further their develop
ment. For the most part they are to be met with in northern 
Italy, scattered there over a wide area. However, of late 
there have been some formed in the south also, more par
ticularly since the Ministry of Agriculture has testified its 
interest by dealing out money grants, as well as by other 
means of encouragement to the movement. In their legal 
aspect these vintries are organised in one of two distinct ways, 
either as joint stock companies, or else as incorporated societies. 
Some have shown a spirit of enterprise in opening shops of 
their own in towns for the sale of their wine. Othtrs have 
entered into regular agreements with distributive societies, 
under which the latter sell their wine for them, in some 
instances with very good success. There is, for instance, 
the co-operative vintry of Castellalfero di Asti, which has 
entered into a standing agreement with the powerful “ Alleanza 
Cooperativa” of Turin and fares well thereby. No doubt in 
this connection Italians have made the same discovery that 
is common to co-operators elsewhere, namely, that business 
arrangements between productive and distributive societies 
for the sale of produce present rather substantial difficulties. 
Another rather serious obstacle, which has likewise made 
itself felt, hindering progress, Ls that of credit. But that is 
gradually being got over with the help of suitable arrange
ments concluded with co-operative credit institutions of 
which happily Italy has no lack.
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It is rather to be regretted that the co-o[̂ erative vintries 
have not yet formed a common union, which must certainly 
have proved an effective help for safeguarding their own 
interests. The society of vine growers in Monferrato, thanks 
to the exertions of the Hon. Ottavi and of Prof. Marescalchi, 
is now trying to remedy this by constituting itself a centre 
of the co-operative wine-pressing movement.

4.— C o -o p e r a t iv e  D a ir i*e s .

Early last May the Italian co-operative dairies held 
their first Congress at Reggio Emilia. The organising com
mittee took advantage of the occasion to collect some statistics, 
which indeed are known not to be complete, but from which, 
for want of better, we quote the following data ;—

There are said to be now about 600 co-operative dairies 
in existence in Italy, which are distributed over the ground 
as follows : 40 in the province of Novara, 60 in Como, 60 in 
Sondrio, 27 in Reg^o Emilia, 23 in Turin. About 100 dairies 
belong to the provinces of Parma, Brescia, Treviso, Cremona, 
Piacenza and Cuneo, Next there are about 200 in Friul, 
which in point of number stands at the head of the list of 
provinces. In addition there are another 100 dairies or so 
of the antiqualcd historic tyj>e, without a fixed abode, in 
which members take the duty of converting the milk of all 
into butter in turns, each in his own little farm. Italy has 
had such co-oj>erative dairies from a very early day. They 
are now registered either as nondescript, prescriptive societies 
{di fatto) or else as co-operative societies of the modern type 
with share capital which may be increased indefinitely. As 
a rule they do not distinguish themselves by great prosi)erity, 
nor can they be said to be good in a technic^ aspect.

Of our co-operative dairies the same thing may be said 
that in truth applies to all branche- of Italian Co-operation, 
namely, that of late years they have made very satisfactory 
advances. Up to quite recently, it is true, they stood all 
isolated, by themselves. They had no common institution 
to give them cohesion or strength. Only in the border district 
of Agordo, near Belluno, had the local dairies combined to 
form a local union, for the sale of their butter. However, 
since the congress of Reggio Emilia already mentioned, serious 
attempts have been made to organise a national union of 
diuries, which has now been actually constituted and which 
tries to bring all dairies in touch with one another for the 
purpose of perfecting their methods, discovering the most 
advant^^us means of disposing of their produce and 
acting in common in the purchase of machinery.
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6.— Collective  R en t in g  of  L a n d .

The Federazione Italiana dei Consorzi agrari in the past 
year embarked upon an interesting undertalung, an inquiry, 
from the report on which we here quote, to ascertain to what 
degree the practice of renting land in common had become 
established and how it was aaswering. Such collective rent
ing is .1 distinctive and very characteristic feature of modern 
Italian Co-operation.

Collective land renting is thus defined in the report to 
which we have already referred : "B y  collective land renting 
we mean the taking over of a considerable breadth of land, 
most commonly under ordinary tenure; it may, however, 
also be occupied by a society of agricultural labourers under 
the iiiottayer system or that known as “ emphyteusis.”*

Such collectively rented estates are managed under two 
different systems, either as collective, or else as divided hold
ings. Land held under the former is cultivated in common 
and the accounts are accordingly likewise kei)t in common, 
as of oni‘ sole concern, even if it should consist of several 
distinrt areas, and whatever ho the number of th<̂  labourers 
taking part in theonterj)risc*. Land held under Iht; last named 
system is rented in common, i)Ut the area is subsequently 
subdivided into distinct holdings, each of which is allotted to 
one labourer and his family. Tenancies worked in common 
prevail in the Romagna, that is, in Emilia and the province 
of Mantua. For the greater part they are registered as co
operative societies, with share capital which may be increased 
indefinitely. They may be "close” or "open,” that is, con
sisting of a limited, predetermined, number of members, or 
else admittinb members without limit, in which case the 
number of members may very well come to be superior to 
that of the hands wanted for employment. Whenever that 
hapi)cns members are given employment on their common 
farm in regular turns. Tenancies with divided management 
predominate in Lombady, Piedmont, and Sicily.

The number of collective holdings ascertained to be in 
existence in ali Italy at the close of April, 1906 was 108. 
Of these only 25 were worked in common, 83 being divided. 
In nearly all such landholding societies a distinct jx)litical 
or else religious object forms the uniting link ; they are for 
the most part either “ catholic ” or socialist.

What the future of this novel form of Co-operation may 
prove to be, it is not easy to forecast. One thing is certain, 
and it is not without importance : on both sides, catholic 
as well as socialist, there Ls most unmistakable interest^and

* A kind of perpetual lease.
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faith sliown in this form of Co-oporalion, by means of which 
those who practise it hope, and indeed expect, to raise the 
moral position of their class. This asjMration it is not possible 
to analyse by the cold light of reason. In any case the fact 
deserves to be noticed and the subject merits further inquiry.

6.— P roductive  So c iet ies  of Various  K in d s .

Among the medley of miscellaneous productive societies 
it may be well first to call attention to co-operative distilleries. 
There are at present only about 15 such in existence in Italy. 
Next there are also four or five co-operative oil presses, and 
about 10 co-oj)erative establishments for manufacturing 
artificial fertilisers.

A very few words will explain the |x>sition of the last 
named. As a rule these establishments arc registered as 
co-operative societies, formed with a share capital subscribed 
either by individual agriculturists or by groups of such, no 
holding in shares of any one member being allowed, under 
the law, to exceed 6,000 lire ((200). For the most part their 
formation was first suggested by agricultural .societies, with 
which they still remain linked, .'ind which often cnougli manage 
the sale of the goods produced. Such societies soli to non
members as well as to meml)crs. In some the rules require 
that e\c'ry member shoul*’ bind himself to jnirchase at least 
a minimum quantity of the fertilisers produced (‘wry y<*ar. 
The sli;ire capital may be taken as amounting in most eases 
to about .000,000 lire (£20,(KX)). The largest society of the 
sort, that of Portogruaro, however, has a share cajjital exceed
ing 1,(M'K),000 lire (£40,000). The smallest annual outj)ut 
recorded (at Bagnolo-Mclla) is 8,000 tons, the largest (at 
Portogruaro) 36,000 to 46,000 tons. These manure works 
have recently collectively established a central office, which 
is designed to become a centre for counsel and genend direc tion 
of the movement.

Tlh !c are some more minor j>roductive industries to l>e 
taken note of. If our information is correct there are four 
co-operative societies of basketmakers in the <iistricts of 
Milan ami Pisa ; one society for making straw mats in the 
district of Reggio Emilia ; and 15 societies of woodslicers, 
likewise in the Reggiano, In all therefore there are 20 
societies.

Next there are the few existing live stock breeding 
societies to mention. To its shame Italy is still very back
ward in this movement. Nevertheless a few attempts h ive 
been made to improve our breeds by co-operative action. 
Several societies keep bulls for common use, some have 
instituted herd books and some purchase cattle of improved
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breeds on behalf of their members. This kind of co
operative enterprise is, once more, best represented in Friul, 
and next to that in the districts of Brescia, Mantua, and 
Reggio. However, the organisation is in many cases only 
loose, not amounting to the formation of regular societies.

7.— So c ie t ie s  fo r  t h e  Sa le  o f  A g r ic u l t u r a l  

P r o d u c e .

The difficult but most imjiortant problem of organising 
the sale of agricultural produce on co-operative lines has been 
tackled in Italy in various ways and various localities, and 
not in every instance without success. Thus we have in the 
county of Piacenza six or seven co-oj)erative societies for the 
sale of table fruit (chiefly dessert grapes) and some 15 societies 
in the Romagna, the Marches, Calabria, and Sicily, for the 
sale of both fruit and garden produce. In the Marches 
there is also a goo<l organisation for the sale of honey, in 
(he federation of apicultural societies. Vcgotahirs, eggs, 
milk, arc all of them disposed of by co-ojH‘rative means. But 
there is not really very inuch of this sort to show. We have 
also on(! co-operative granary for the sale of grain, to boast 
of, at Hagnolo-.Mella. All these things, it is true, appear 
in the light of IjeRinnings. VVe cannot in this matter compare 
with Germany, France, Denmark, and some other countries.

8 .— C o n c l u s io n .

In the very rapid glance that we have cast over our 
Italian agricultural co-operative movement, we find that we 
have still omitted some few little items. Thus, for instance, 
there are five or six cocoon drying societies. We have also 
not mentioned the very important movement of unskilled 
rural labourers known as braccianii, who, organisetl in co- 
oj>erative societies, undertake contracts for making roads, 
digging ditches, making dykes, etc. There are about 200 of 
these societies now in existence, including 70 in Venetia alone. 
Then there is the Agricultural Co-operative Society of Milan, 
which buys land upon which to settle labourers. We cannot 
enter into these additional forms of co-operative activity,
, but would merely state that they exist.

Grouping all that we have sjx)ken of together we find 
that there are

790 Co-operative Societies for the purchase of AgiiculturAl Re
quirements.

1,00s Co-opeiative Credit Societies.
HTO Productive S»>cieties.
4.) Societies for the Siilc of produce.

9«

3,313 in all.



The great want declaring itself in all this mov'ement 
undoubtedly is the twofold one of cohesion and of jx’netration. 
We have some central organisations in which an attempt has 
been made to unite what exists v ithin a certain district, but 
they grow up in places which are anything but agricultural 
in character. Such co-oj)erative organisations, on the other 
hand, as manage to penetrate well into country districts, 
and establish themselves right among small cultivators— 
such for instance as agricultural banks—remain isolated and 
without mutual touch, therefore without any {wssibility of 
acquiring sufficient strength and diffusing their benefits as 
one would wish them to do, by union. In genuinely agricul
tural districts accordingly, just where Co-o)x*ration might 

, bring most help, the movement remains insufficiently devel
oped. The central organisations located in the large rural 
centres and in great provincial capitals do indeed maintain 
relations with agriculturists in the country districts, but they 
ap]^ar too much removed from them in character to secure 
their full confidence and a sufficient ascendant over them, 
because to the eyes of the agricultural ]x>pulation they present 
themselves purely and solely as economic institutions. All 
their activity, it must be admitted, is devoted to business 
transactions, and in this way agriculturists are brought to 
regard them rather as offices to do business witli, than as 
representative centres reflecting their own intcrvsts. Could 
those institutions only supplement tlicir {oinnnTcial activity 
by works of jirovident action and mutual supjxjit, tlicrc can 
be no doubt that they would acquire much greater influence 
with the agricultural classes and prove more ]x)wiTful.

However, whatever these defects may amount to, truth 
and justice require that we should recognise that within the 
past few years very considerable progress has already been 
made in the application of co-operative principles to Italian 
agriculture. Whati'ver defects there are, are in the main 
owing to the absen c of proper provisions in the law for 
facilitating and giving encouragement to the formation of 
co-operative societies and the institution of central control. 
It is a comfort to be\ble to re}x>rt that an imj)rovement 
apjHjars now in sight. A B'll has recently been jjassed 
which affords rather substantial facilities towards co
operative action. What the further development of this 
co-o])erative movement will be in the near future it is 
simply impossible to foretell; but it is certain that the 
movement is advancing. One hopeful sign is that in Italy 
political parties, which in developing nations always con
stitute a powerful propulsive force, have begun to take an 
active interest in the welfare of rural labourers. From this
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—without presuming to dive into doubtful and perilous 
questions of political agitation—we feel confident that a more 
prosperous future is reserved for agricultural Co-operation 
in Italy, of a nature to make it more and more worthy of 
the interest and admiration of co-operators of other countries.
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Dr. R a in er i added the following remarks upon his rejX)rt.

The report drawn up by myself and my colleague C.xsalini 
only contains statcmrnts of facts ; it contains no observa
tions which could give rise to discussion. Our work assumes 
a ccrtain modest degree of importance precisely because in 
Italy we still lack full and reliable statistics on this subject.

You will see from our report that we have paid sjwcial 
attention to associations for the collective purchase of agri
cultural requisites, in which field we are more advanced than 
any other country if not as regards the amount and e.vtent 
of the business done, yet as regards the value of the new ideas 
which we have applied.

With rcfcn'jjct' to this matter I wish to call your att<*ntion 
to the eo-operative a'iM)ciations for the nianufar.ture of 
rhemirai manures, ot \vlii< h you can see a sperimt'u in Cremona 
and will In; able to visit another at Piacenza during the 
excursion you will make there on the 20th. Nowhere out of 
Italy can I point to siich numerous examples of this s|x?cial 
branch of Co-oj)eration, for we already count some ten such 
factories, some of which have already been working for 
several years ; of this number is the co-operative factory of 
Portogruaro, which is the oldest and also the one which has 
won the most important and glorious battles.

We then refer to agrarian credit transactions, and point 
out some forms which have been incorporated with the 
agrarian consor:i and which give most satisfactory results.

Undoubtedly this subject is deserving of a more detailed 
examination, but I think that if we were to do so we should 
exceed the limits which we set ourselves in drawing up this 
rejwrt. '

We have also referred to the existence in Italy of Rural 
Banks, which are divided into neutral and denominational, the 
majority belonging to the latter class. The number of these 
rural banks is smaller than we might wish for. they are abont
1.600, the majority of which are, as I have said, denominational. 
But recently the national Federation of the Neutral Banks 
has been reorganised, and we are entitled to hoj>e' that the 
zealous and efficacious work of this body, which now has a 
new lease of life, in the tields of Co-ojieration and thrift will 
infuse new vigour into the neutral banks.



We also refer in our report to several forms of Co-opera
tion (co-operative winemaking and dairies) and we have 
drawn attention to a special form, characteristic of Italian 
€o>op^tion, which is that of collective leases.

The collective lease, as it exists in Italy, is something 
which the Italian Federation itself has found it h.ird to define. 
The term collective lease does not fully corresjwnd to facts, 
AS the term lease only applies really to a farm which is rented, 
whereas many of the socalled collective leases are held on 
terms of emphyteusis or on the metayer system, which shows 
that the word “ lease ” must be interpreted in a broad sense.

If we examine the nature of these collective leases, we 
find a radical difference between two kinds, between the 
collective leaseholds farmed under one management and the 
collective leaseholds fanned under separate management 
by the several persons who are parties to the transaction. 
In the first case all the work is done collectively so that the 
business is one, the balance sheet one, and the system of 
working by turns prevails. In the other case the contract 
between the leaseholders and the landlord is drawn up in 
common, but the farm lands are divided up into different 
farms according to the number of the families, who thus have 
separate balance sheets, separate management, and separate 
incomes. The collective system prevails not only in the 
contracts for obtaining possession and use of th> lands, but 
also in the purchase of machinery, fertilisers, seeds, and in 
the collective sale of products ; but there are essiMitial differ
ences between the two forms.

In Italy }X)litical parties have made s]x?cial capital out 
of this form of collective leasing of farm lands ; on the one 
hand the socialists, on the other the catholic party, which 
latter prefers to apply the system of collective leasing under 
separate management, whereas the socialist party in the 
majority of casci, more especially in the province of Emilia, 
prefers collective management

There are many instances of collective leaseholds in 
Sicily, and I think recent progress in those j>arts, especially 
in the use of chemical fertilisers, is due to these.

I am firmly convinced that collective leasing Is one of 
the most efficacious systems for improving the productivity 
of the soil in some territories. The principle of collective 
leaseholds will certainly identify itself with that of putting 
the soil to the best use in those districts where another form 
o i a^culture which is an Italian speciality, that of the 
■agrarian common rights, prevails.

I  r ^ e t  my inability to speak in foreign languages and 
thus acquaint our foreign colleagues at once with the pheno
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menon of agrarian common rights Which is jjust now exercising 
the minds of students of such matters, and' giving much food 
for thought to our legislators, and which wifi certainly afford 
a wide field for the ^plication on a large and fruitful scale 
of the principles of Co-operation.

For this reason 1 have already handed a brief summary 
of this matter to the interpreters, who will briefly translate 
the principal jwints which are not contained in my printed 
reix)rt.

Handed down to as from the traditions and ases of the 
middle-ages in the former States of the Church and in Emilia, 
there exist collective proj)erties, real examples of communal 
ownership, belonging to the inhabitants of a given commune 
or parish, the soil of which belongs to the said inhabitants 
in virtue of their fixed residence in that given place. These 
collective pro})crty rights are derived from the so*cal!ed civic 
usages “ usi civici” Our Italian colleagues will readily 
understand at the mere mention of this word, that it is a big 
and serious question which we are now dealing with.

These civic usages entitle the inhabitants to take part 
in the operations of farming on lands belonging to private 
individuals or lx)die?. These agrarian common rights are 
no small matter, for data carefully compiled by the Ministry 
of Agriculture show that they cover an area of 265 thousand 
acres comprising a |x>pulation of 107 thousand inhabitants 
entitled to use them, and represent a value of about twenty- 
four million francs.

Some of these collective properties are only worth a 
few thousand francs, but others are worth more than a million.

The law of 1894 has recognised these collective domains 
or agrarian common rights as legally constituted bodies, 
and as such has admitted them to the enjoyment of certain 
advantages, among otheis, in the case of the collective domains 
of Latium, to agrarian credit loans, from the Agrarian Credit 
Bank, founded for that region with the help of the Milan 
Savings Bank. A commission, composed of men belonging 
to all political parties, has also been named by the Ministry 
to study the important question with a special view to intro
ducing into the existing laws such modifications as may help 
to give to these collective estates a distinctly co-operative 
form of organisation, so as to infuse new life into these 
organisms now managed in accordance with the simplest 
and most traditional rules, but yielding unsatisfactory results. 
At present these tracts of land are divided into as many lots 
as there are fanulies, and after a certain number of years the 
lots are exchanged in rotation and pass from one family to 
another by casting lots.

102



It will be readily understood that with such a system 
each family has but one object in view ; to exploit as rapidly 
as possible its bit of land leaving it in a deplorable condition 
to its successor.

These collective estates could not give worse results as 
far as the intensity of production is concerned. Anyone who 
visits our agrarian rights in Emilia, Latium or the 
former States of the Church, can but be struck with sorrow 
at the inadequacy of the production.

The efforts of the ministerial commission therefore aim 
at finding means which will make it possible to introduce 
co-operative forms of agriculture, whilst even now, the 
Ministry of Agriculture, availing itself of the existing laws 
is striving to introduce Co-operation into those transactions 
which can be grouped together, such as the collective purchase 
of fertilisers, machinery, and seeds, and the sale of products, as 
well as opening some co-operative workshops for production. 
In the case of woods, for instance, a co-operative association 
of carpenters or chairmakers might be formed.

I think that Italy should solve this question without 
further delay, and I hope that the united efforts of all men 
of good-will will make it possible to arrive at an efficacious 
and equitable solution.

I shall submit a brief resolution to the Congress on this 
question, viz. :—

“ The Seventh Congress of the International Co- 
operative Alliance, held at Cremona, expresses the hope 
that the modifications of the law on agricultural common 
rights will include measures for stamping on them a 
distinctly co-operative organisation.”
Our report then goes on to consider the several co-o})cra- 

tive associations for production, and the co-operative societies 
for the sale of agricultural products, which are not of much 
importance. Our conclusions show that then* exists at present 
in Italy 3,300 agricultural co-operative assoc i lions of various 
descriptions, exclusive, of course, of those wJjich have not a 
right to be included in this category.

In conclusion, I may say that if Co-o})eration in Italy 
can boast of many successes, and can point to its triumphs, 
nevertheless it has not yet attained that degree of importance 
which would entitle it to place itself on a footing of equality 
with the agricultural co-operation of other countries.: But 
men belonging to all parties, people of lofty intellect and correct 
judgment, hearts fired with enthusiasm, arc labouring 
on behalf of agricultural co-operation ; we are progr^sing 
rapidly, and the goal which agricultural co-operators have 
set themselves no longer seems as far off as it did a few years 
ago.
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We also look for much from the introduction of com
pulsory inspection, which consider not as a vexatious 
measure, but as a means for the formation of new unions 
which will carry on a new propaganda, create new bodies, 
and will considerably increase the number of the agricultural 
co-operative organisations. (Prolonged applause.)

Mr. W olff  : I have pleasure in informing the Congress 
that M. Boncour, representing the French Government, has 
laid before us an official statistical reiwrt on the co-operative 
movement in France, which will be distributed to the mem
bers of the Congress to-morrow. Dr. Magaldi, on behalf of 
the Italian Government, has presented a report on the 
present position of the movement in his country.

S ignor  R u i.ni ; Signor Raineri has '^hown in his report 
that our object in speaking o-i this theme is not only to call 
the attention of foreign countries to what has been done in 
various directions, but also to point out the direction which 
future developments of the co-operative organisations of the 
agricultural world should take. He has referred with much 
competence to the important phenomenon of “ civic usages ” 
and a}»rarian common rights’ collective domains ; my friend 
Caroncitii and myself wish to call the attention of the Congress 
by means of a brief communication, which we have already 
distriimtcd, to a jw int which may seem negligeable, but 's 
destined to become a powerful means of penetration in the 
van-guard of this movement, and to introduce into Latium 
the reviving forces of Co-o}x;ration. We have already pre
sented a short report to the Congress on this matter.

We have seen at Rome, from the plains of the Agro 
Romano to the Sabine hills, which comprise also a part of 
Umbria, that this assertion of " civic usages ” has assumed 
striking forms. Floods of people have attempted to recon
quer the lands which age-long abuses had deprived them of, 
and we have also seen the earth yield a spontaneous harvest 
of essentially co-operative forms of production, which might 
become dangerous to-morrow if they be not informed by 
a guiding principle.

How can this movement be directed into profitable 
channels ? Signor Raineri, who is an excellent practical 
agricultural expert, has drawn attention to the juridical side 
of the question. Allow me, a lawyer, to draw attention to 
the technical problem.

When we shall have succeeded in introducing new forms 
of agrarian organisation on these lands which are now in the 
han^ of the peasantry, we shall still have to solve the tech
nical problem of their management, and seek out the means 
best suited to obtain from the soil the best possible results.
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Such is the problem before us, and the idea naturally arose 
of founding in Rome an agrarian office for promoting these 
co-operative societies and encouraging their formation where- 
ever possible ; placing itself at the h ^ d  of this army of peas
ants who have set out to conquer the lands which belonged 
to their fathers.

We therefore appeal to the Congress to complete the 
resolution proposed by Signor Raineri and Dr. Casalini, by 
including in it an expression of hop« that such an a^cu ltu r^ 
office may be opened in Latium which may help by its advice, 
and the assistance of the more important co-operative organ
isms to restore to the campagna surrounding Rome that 
fertility and wealth which is a forerunner of civilisation.

I think that the ide;. thus expressed, besides drawing 
attention to the technical problem, breathes a feeling of ven
eration for Rome which cannot but be felt and appreciated 
by an international congress assembled in Italy. (Applause.)

S ig n o r C aronc in i : I wish to call the attention of the 
Congress to the condition of the co-operative associations of 
peasants formed in Latium in view of the application of the 
legislative reforms announced by Signor Raineri, which a 
Royal Commission is now studying and which will have the 
same effect on the Italian agricultural world as that exercised 
in other countries by the German land distributive laws and 
the recent Irish land-laws. The point we have to consider 
is that a work, which offers many difficulties from the legis
lative standpoint, since it requires the intelligent collabora
tion, and more especially the training, of the rural jwpulation 
in co-operative ideas and methods, may be anticipated by 
spontaneous forms of Co-operation which, backed by public 
opinion, may be able to effect that which no law can do 
without the prompt and effective collaboration of the parties 
interested.

Agrarian credit will, of course, play a most important 
part in the transformation of the “ civic usages,” and < !ie 
reorganisation of the regions in which they exist where small 
and much sub-divided properties are the rule, properties 
which are easily ruined by usury and emigration. The 
peasants who assert their civic rights will, thanks to the law, 
be able to obtain the credit needed for replacing their primi
tive methods of farming, which yield but scanty harvests, 
bv improved systems wUch get the most out of the soil and 
aUow of cultivation on a la^ge scale and of the industrial 
improvement of the produce. The need of Agrarian credit 
is evident, but it can only be put to good u^e by spontaneously 
formed co-operative societies which will be able to do what 
financial companies are now undertaking in those Italian

E l
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provinces where emigration is heaviest, i.e., take over the 
lands abandondd by the owners and divide them up. But 
there will be this difference, that the agricultural co*operative 
societies of which we are speaking, and which ought to replace 
the old system 6 f" civic usages, will not divide up the lands, 
but will undertake to pay on their own account the ground 
rents to which the peasants are liable, and in collecting them 
in lieu of the landlords they will be able to greatly facilitate 
the spread of agricultural credit and redeem the peasantry 
from usury and poverty.

This movement is sure to assume very great importance 
in Latium and Umbria as it is likely to put a stop to emigra
tion which is now so heavy; the co-o^rative societies will 
be able to collect the savings of the emigrants which are now 
lying idle in tlie savings’ banks, and use them to fertilise the 
soil by putting capital into land now practically untilled, and 
by the formation of a top-soil.

On these lines, I associate myself with the ideas expressed 
by my collcague, Ruini. (Applause.)

M. IJE B o ro d a ew sk y  (Russia): Russia is essentially 
an agricultural country. I therefore think that a few words 
dealing with our agricultural co-oprrafivc societies will not 
l>e out of place here. There are at present :i large numlxir 
of agricultural associations in Russia, and aiiiong them may 
be reckoned more particularly the two well-known forms of 
credit societies, based resjiectively on Schulze-Delitzsch and 
on Raiffeisen principles. We have 90i) Schulze-Delitzsch 
banks, of which 650 are at work in villages. The capital 
account of these societies balanced at about ;^6,000,000 on 1st 
January, 1907. As for the Raiffeisen banks, they number 
about 1,400 and are also to be found in the villages—their 
capital account at the same date balanced at £1,600,000. 
We have in addition distributive societies, some 465 in all, 
also in rural districts, with a collective capital of ;̂ 2,400,000, 
and moreover about sixty-eight village associations for 
common sale and purchase. Other associations again aim 
at the improvement of agricultural methods, and of these 
there are over one thousand. The precise statistics relating 
to our productive societies are, unfortunately, not available. 
We have 207 genuine co-operative societies in Siberia, 
which are doing very well. I would now say a few 
words as to the chief characteristics of Russian 
agricultural co-operative societies, this being, I think, 
a question of interest to an international Congress, 
the duty of which Is to formulate opinions as to fundamental 
principles. Our agricultural co-operative associations are 
open to persons of both sexes and of all professions. The
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liability of members may be limited or unlimited and the 
associations are autonomous as regards their internal admin
istration. The Government is prepared to assist them with 
loans, but this is conditional on inspection by Government 
officials. Such is in brief our system of agricultural co-oi)cra- 
tion, and I think that the encouragement of this Congress 
will help to extend the movement in our country.

M. DE F o n tg a l la n d  (France): I had no intention of 
making a s|>eech here, but I desire to draw attention to two 
points in the very interesting rej>ort, which has been pre
sented to us on the question with which we arc now dealing. 
TTie author of the paper, Signor Raineri, expresses regret 
that in Italy the agricultural syndicate movement evinces 
a commercial and economic tendency. I should like to tell 
you that this was also how we began in France, although 
to-day our path leads us to mutuality, and that is the path 
we should like to see the Italians pursue also. We willingly 
recognise that the Italians have done a great deal, but it 
must be admitted that it is we, the French, who were the 
initiators. Compared with ten or twelve years ago we see 
that coasiderable progress has been made in this direction 
throughout the whole of Italy. I must confess that I was 
very much struck by all I saw during my visit lo the society 
at Soresina yesterday. I propose to thoroughly study your 
institutions, which appear to me most practical. We may 
have been in the vanguard formerly, but I can say to-<lay 
that you have now overtaken, or oven ))ass«;(i us.

Oentlemen, I take part in this debate lx?causc I have the 
honour of presiding over the largest group of syndicates in 
France, that at Lyons, which has 400 society members, 
composed in all of over 100,000 agriculturists. You will 
prhajis, therefore, allow me to refute a mistaken notion which 
is current on this subject outside our country. It is thought 
that our French movement is com|x)sed of the large landed 
proprietors, but this is a mistake. It is true that the move
ment originated with the landowners, but to-day more than 
Q.*) i)er cent, of the strength of the army of agricultural syndi
cates is recruited from the ranks of the small farmers. That 
is exactly what is so interesting in our movement. Like 
yours in Italy, it started from an economic and commercial 
standpoint, because, generally speaking, the masses under
stand nothing but their immediate interest. To-day you 
regret that your movement has confined itself to this aspect. 
You wish to see an increase of mutuality and fraternity among 
you. For ourselves, we have already started on this track. 
As an instance, I may quote the cattle and fire insurance 
societies, which we have formed. I do not speak of our credit
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societies, because there you are our masters. Still, I  may 
Say that we are also making good progress in this direction. 
The people in general are now*a>days ready to follow the paths 
into which we wish to direct them.; They come to us for 
^idance, as soon as we have pointed out that it is to their 
interest to unite for all purposes. I  quite recognise that if 
it is we who have set the pace, our present Government, for 
its part, does all it can to back us up. In this way it has 
requested all its professors of agriculture to give lectures, 
in which the benefits to be derived from the formation of 
insurance societies of all sorts are pointed out. The co
operative fire insurance societies in particular, have met with 
great success. In Paris there is a Central Insm :mce Society, 
the policie.̂  of which cover over jf4,000,000 woi th of purely 
agricultural risks. If, for example, a landowner has a house 
near his farm, this society woula insure the farm, but not the 
house, because the latter is not used for agricultural purges. 
The society, in fact, takes nothing but agricultural business. 
Our ])remiums work out on an average at 35 to 40 j)er cent, 
h'ss than the rates paid to other iasurance societies, even 
those which grant the most favourable terms.

1 have thought it as well to tell you bricHy what we 
have done in France, so that I might hear something in return 
from you as to the lines upoti wnich you are working, more 
particularly with reference to the sale of manures,which is 
a question we have been studying for some time. I must 
confess that I came here under the impression that your 
artificial manure factories were not a success and I  was 
delighted to hear that this, is not so. I should hke to know 
how you have managed it.

In France we are also trying to induce the agricultunsts 
to form pension funds, but this is a difficult matter. They 
all see the necessity for it, but when it comes to putting the 
thing on a practical footing, they hesitate for various reasons, 
the first being that they would not draw the pension till their 
sixty-fifth year, that is, in thirty or forty years’ time. Then 
they think they run the risk of losing their savings, in case 
the society were to come to grief, and so they prefer to tie 
them up in the purchase of a plot of ground. They seem 
to fear a politick upheaval, which might deprive them of 
the fruit of their years of saving. A third objection raised 
is the futility of thrift in the form of pensions, since the 
Government j)romises ultimately to help all by granting old 
age pensions. Nevertheless, the seed sown has taken root 
and we are beginning to convince the agriculturists of the 
difficulty the State would experience in capitalising the 
millions of money necessary to ensure the safe working of
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such a scheme. But since our members are inclined to kick 
at the idea of a pension, we have diverted our efforts into 
another channel. We have tried to avail ourselves of an 
existing law, which favours the formation of small holdings. 
We should hke to see agriculturists availing themselves of 
this law and buying small farms with the help of their savings. 
Tliis idea is perhaps difficult to put into practice, but we are 
strongly urging our members to take it up.

& e  last word. I notice in the paper under discussion, 
that your societies sell manures to non-members as well as 
to members. To my mind this is not co-operation. In 
France, selling to non-members constitutes an infringement 
of the law. I also note that you make a certain amount of 
money out of the business, but as I am not sure if your socie
ties sell to non-members, I should be glad to have further 
information on this point too.

S ig n o r  R o d in o  (Italy): The report read by H.E. the 
Minister of Public Works of Denmark should set a fine example 
to us Itahans. All the co-operative dairies will remember 
that the question has been raised among us whether- the 
number of votes to which each member is entitled in our 
general assemblies should be projiortionate to the numl>er 
of head of cattle owned. Such a principle would contradict 
the explicit dispositions of our Commercial Code, which states 
that each member is to have one vote, whatever lx‘ his share 
of the capital of the society. Well, Denmark offers us an 
example of j)ure co-o}x;rative i)rincij)les in connection with 
co-ojxjrative dairies. It may seem strange that a member 
who contributes 100 or 200 head of cattle should only have 
one vote just the same as the member who only |X)ssesses 

one cow. In Denmark there are owners of hundreds of cows 
in the co-operative dairies, and it is quite the exception that 
these large owners of cattle, these fortunate agricultural 
capitalists, have more than one vote in the general assembly.
I trust that we Italians will remember this example which 
is the reverse of the principles underlying capitalistic organi
sations, and is in harmony with our co-ojxjrative principles.

Denmark, which sets us an example of Co-o|)eration 
which has never appealed to the Government for help, now 
shows us that without the assistance of law, by merely relying 
on spontaneous co-operative sentiments, it has been able to 
apply co-operative methods, inspired by principles peculiar 
to those laborious populations. (Applause.)

H e r r  H . K a u f m a n n  : The very interesting papers read 
i)y His Excellency Svend Hd^bro and Professor Raineri, and 
the animated discussions which have followed, have shown 
tis that among Italian co-operators the keenest interest is
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evinced in agricultural co-operation. The assertion brought 
forward from another quarter that there is no room in our 
Alliance for agriculture co-operative societies, is therefore 
wrong, and should be rejected by us as wrong. (Applause.) 
But it is still more wrong to assert that the distributive 
societies have impeded the agricultural societies—that is just 
the reverse of what takes place. We German distributive 
co-operators arc exceptionally well disposed towards the agri
cultural co-operators ; we do all we can to further the develop
ment of the agricultural societies ; we make special efforts 
to buy our g ^ s  from such associations, and when their 
prices are the same as those in the general market, we in
variably give co-operative goods I'lO preference. We work 
on the principle that’ the agricultural societies, on the one 
side, and the stores on the other, complete each other 
mutually. (Hear, hear.) That the one could not develop 
strongly without the other. A powerful distributive co- 
ojwrativc movement requires from the very nature of the 
thing, the building up of an agricultural movement; and 
viccf versa, an agricultural co-operative movement has no safe 
market, unless it can rely on the loyalty of the co-operative 
stores. On this account we must strive most energetically 
against all atteii'nts at keeping the agricultural and distribu
tive co-()j)crativi movements apart from one another. (Hear, 
hear.) I am glad that that assertion has been proved false.

I should like now briefly to draw the attention of the 
Alliance to a twofold development within the co-operative 
movement. In Denmark the agricultural societies develop 
in accordance with the land system of that country, which 
is one of ownership by the tenants. It is on this basis that 
♦he distributive societies and the societies for common pur
chase and sale exist. It appears to me that in Italy another 
system has come to the front, that is, the system of common 
ownership, cultivation in common, the joint leasing of land. 
Both these tendencies are of course equally dear to us co- 
operators. It Ls a question of practical results, îs to which 
system develop best. The best system will be that from 
which the greatest co-operative results, the greatest advantage 
to the members may be derived. We have a co-operative 
example set us by Denmark, where the circumstances are 
peculiar to the country. We can well be proud of the develop
ment of Co-operation in Denmark, which is a model for the 
agricultural co-operative movement elsewhere. Still I should 
not like to assert th;it co-operative societies in the south of 
Europe should also develop on Danish lines. A few attempts 
have been made in Germany too, to work on the principle of 
joint ownership. I refer to our so-called horticultural
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colonies, of, which there exist but two or three in Germany. 
One cannot as yet judge if they possess sufficient \ntality to 
last. If they prove fit to live, I have no doubt but that 
this offshoot from the co-operative tree will grow too.

1 was also interested to hear that in Italy the muni
cipalities frequently own landed estates, which Uiey have 
hdd from olden times. Before our land was divided up, 
that was also the case in Germany, the parishes owned land 
and divided it up into allotments. But to-day there are very 
few parishes left which still possess landed property. For 
the most part it consists of woods, which are the common 
property of the parishes. Co-operative societies would also 
be welcomed in Germany, working on the basis of land owned 
by the parishes ; but there is scarcely any such land left in 
our country except forests. We shall therefore have to wait, 
and see how things progress in this direction in Italy and 
other countries.

On this occasion it has been suggested that the Congress 
should pass a resolution in favour of a law, which it is pro
posed to bring in, and which should regulate the rights of 
municipalities in their landed property. Naturally we all 
wish that this law should take co-oj)erative societies into 
consideration, but I do not think it right that we, as an 
International Congress, should interfere in the legislation of 
individual countries. (A]>plause.) That is a matter for each 
separate country, and I therefore would beg Professor Kaineri 
to withdraw his motion. A])art from this considcralion, I 
am in favour of the resolution. (A]>plause.)

T h e  C h a ir m a n  : As it is getting late, I think it best 
to suspend the debate tiU this afternoon. I now call on 
Mr. Wolff to make a few communications.

M r . W o l f f ; I beg to remind the Congress that we 
must deal with the election of the Central Committee this 
afternoon.

T h e  Ch a ir m a n  : A t w hat tim e  ?

Mr. W olff  : Before the sitting closes.

M. T h eat e , representing the Belgian Government, 
desires to lay before the Congress the official statistics relating 
to the co-operative movement in his country.

The sitting was then adjourned at 1 p.m. till the after
noon.
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THIRD MEETING, 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON.

The Congress re-assembled at 3 p.m., with Commendatore 
Magaldi in the Chair.

The Ch a irm a n  : The next speaker is Count de Roc- 
quigny, the true historian of the agricultural syndicates, 
as M. de Fontgalland has so felicitously expressed it, but I 
should Uke to add tl. it Count de Rocquigny is also the 
“ father ” of ngncultural co-operation in France.

I must remind our Italian friends that he came to Italy 
in 1806 along with our eminent colleague Mabilleau, whom 
we have the pleasure of seeing in our midst, to study our 
provident and co-operative institutions. A valuable book, 
which has made those institutions known in France, was the 
fruit of their studies.

Co u n t  d e  R o c q u ig n y  : I did not expect to be intro
duced to this Congress in so flattering a manner. The Chair
man has been g o ^  enough to say that I am the historian 
of llie French agricultural associations. He must allow me 
not to accept this praise ; I have simply described what I 
have done in France and I have tried to tell strangers what 
we have done, but that is not quite the same as being the 
historian of the movement. I have only been a modest 
writer about things seen, but what M. Mai§^di says is true, 
that I have often had an opportunity of coming to Italy to 
admire your excellent institutions. I have remained what 
I was eleven years Jigo—as great an admirer of your co-opera
tive organisations in particular, as I am of your beautiful 
and noble country in general.

I merely wish to add a few words to what M. de Font
galland has said about agricultural co-operation in France. 
Agricultural co-operation should be so organised everywhere 
as to secure the greatest possible good to the agricultural 
population and so as to secure national prosperity; but this 
organisation should be entirely free and solely based on 
individual initiative ; it ought not to be undertaken by the 
State.

I now have the honour of presenting to this Congress 
a brief sketch of the present position of agricultural co-opera
tion in France. In our country such co-operation takes in 
the main the industrial form of cheesemaking and dairy 
societies. I need tell you nothing about this class of society,
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for your institutions of a similar nature are most flourishing. 
But we have some newer forms of society in France which 
seem to have a bright future before them, such as societies 
for the sale in common of agricultural produce, oil-producing 
societies and those the aim of which is the transformation of 
certain produce. For some years now such societies have 
largely developed in France ; those which devote themselves 
to the cultivation of olives and the sale of their oil are more 
particularly flourishing. Societies engaged in the sale of 
produce have obtained excellent results in the French as 
well as the foreign markets. Recently a federation of agri
cultural productive societies was formed, which has for its 
object the creation of selling depots in certain centres in 
France and other countries. This new organisation jjromises 
to effect a great saving in initial expenses.

I should also like to say a word on the subject of the 
syndicates. At first these syndicates were considered as 
co-operative societies for buying and selling products which 
the farmers needed. There are to-day 4,000 such societies 
and they have had the honour of being copied everywhere, 
having ^e n  warmly praised by eminent co-operative leaders, 
and especially by that great master. Signor Luzzatti. These 
syndicates have not confined themselves to the organisation 
of common sale and purchase and the improvement of agri
culture ; they have done more than this. They have become 
infused with the spirit of professional solidarity and have 
endeavoured by all the means at (heir command, to improve 
the productivity of the land, and thereby to increase the wel
fare of the fanners. All honour to them for having thus 
interpreted their task; and that is why I declare, with 
M. de Fontgalland, that these syndicates have absolutely 
no connection with politics. The agricultural syndicates 
do not defend the interests, of the large landed proprietors; 
on the other hand, they defend essentially democratic interests.
I  will not tell you about the various functions of these syndi
cates, of the useful services they have organised; I merely 
wish to call your attention to two or three points, which are 
but little known outside our own country. The syndicates 
have done more than organise sick-pay and pension funds. 
They have endeavoured, by new means, to exercise a social 
influence on the masses of the rural population, to carry on 
educational work, in a word, to improve the lot of the agri
cultural classes. This actipn takes place in two forms and 
in the first instance through the women. We have succeeded 
in persuading the wives of the landowners to carry on this 
essentially social mission by helping the s3mdicates to perform 
such new work; for instance, the formation of schools of



housewifery, where the fanners' wives and future house* 
keepers can learn the art of household mans^ement, where 
they can learn all about the care and upbringing of ctuldren, 
about hygiene, the elements of rural techn i^ matters, and 
all the details which are indispensable to good farming. We 
hope to increase the social influence of the syndicates still 
more, so as to disseminate the advantages of Co-operation 
yet further afield.

One last point, gentlemen. In many districts of France, 
difficulties arose between farmers and agricultural labourers, 
and serious strikes took place at times. We then thought 
of forming syndicates which would endeavour to prevent such 
Strikes md find a way out of the disagreements. These are 
called nuxed syndicates, composed both of masters and of men, 
in which all are on a footing of perfect e^ality . All have 
the same rights and the same duties. Every year these 
syndicates decide on the conditions of labour. Such condi
tions are therefore the result of a harmonious agreement 
between the two parties and, as you may imagine, they 
prevent numerous conflicts. The syndicates are also called 
on, when disagreements do occur, to try and act as con
ciliators and arbitrators. Finally there are also out-of-work 
funds. Nor does this e.xhaust the list of friendly society 
benefits and thrift institutions which may be brought into 
connection with these syndicates. I have been particularly 
anxious to call your attention to this last point, because it 
is very important and it gees to prove that the agricultural 
syndicate, such as we know it, is an instrument of social 
peace and progress, tending to embrace, in one uniting, 
harmonious and pacific whole, all classes of the rural popula
tion. (Applause.)

S ignor  Bo  (Italy): I speak in the name of many work
men present at this Congress to declare that if the debate is 
to be carried on as it was this morning we may as well go 
away, for though we are all attention we cannot understand 
a word which the foreign speakers say. We now make a 
formal request that the interpreters translate each speech 
into Italian, as is done in the case of other languages when the 
speaker is an Italian.

T h e  Ch a ir m a n  : I enquired this morning if it was neces
sary to translate speeches made in French into Italian, and 
the answer was that it was not. I will now take Signor Bo’s 
request into consideration, and have the speeches made in 
foreign languages summarised in Italian.

M. D e c h a r m e  (representing the French Office du Travail):
I had no intention of speaking at this Congress, and I shall 
not take up much of your time. You have already heard
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two of my fellow-countrymen to-day, who ha\*e so ably 
summed up the work of our agriculture syndicates. Count 
de Rocqui^y did this in a general manner, while M. de Font- 
gallund went more into details about the South-East Union 
of Agricultural Syndicates. I think it now my duty to tell 
you, for my part, what the French Government has done in 
this respect, what has been its work and its action. I desire 
to show you that undertakings due to individual initiative 
and those due to State-aid should go hand in hand, for they 
both tend to the same ultimate aim.

It will perhaps be as well for me to remind you that 
the basis of the whole matter is the law of 1884, for which 
we are indebted to one of our greatest French statesmen, 
the late Waldeck-Rousseau. This law aimed at allowing 
syndicates to be formed without meeting with difficulties, 
such as they would have had to encounter, had they been 
formed under the law concerning Commercial Comjianies. 
The remaining laws brought forward either by deputies or 
members of the Government, need only be considered as 
additional clauses to the law of 1884. This law of 1884 on 
professional syndicates, was succeeded by the la\̂'s of 1804 
and of 1899 (on rural banks for agricultural credit, arid on 
mutual credit), and by the law of 41 h July, 1900, dealing 
with sorifties for the insurance of cattle, insurance against 
hail anti storms, and also against workmen’s accidents. 
Finally, one may mention the reccnt law, of 29th Dcceniln'r, 
1900, on agricultural co-oi)erative societies. All these laws 
have borne fruit with us and at the jiresent time then; are 
in France 4,000 agricultural syndicates, 8,000 insurance 
societies, 2,000 regional and local credit societies, and from 
300 to 400 societies for production and sale in common. 
That gentlemen,, represents the results of our work in France.

Having thus briefly summed up the present position, 
allow me to say a few words on the organisation of agricul
tural credit, which is of ancient origin with us. If you are 
our masters in this matter to-day, it is no less true that 
we were actually first in the field. But I hasten to add that 
our first attempts were none too successful. Since the year 
1856, French legislation had organised agricultural credit 
on what was thought to be a firm basis, but in 1800 the 
system no longer worked and in 1876 it failed miserably. 
Such a failure proved that agriculturists were not yet educated 
up to this work, for which there was not yet sufficient scope. 
The disappearance of agricultural credit , in 1876, shows that 
those responsible had neglected to organise it from below 
upwards and to free it from interested middlemen. That 
reminds me of a saying of another French statesman,
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M. Bourgeois, who is also an ardent co-operator : Nothing
will do as a guarantee for a man’s signature, but the signature 
of another man.” We have in France 80 regional, and 2,000 
local agricultural banks. During the last six years we have 
lent out about ^8,000,000, and I may formally declare in 
addition, that at the present moment all this has been repaid. 
So the work was excellent, but unfortunately the credit 
so organised was exclusively credit to individuals. Our 
Government has thought recently that it would be advisable 
to complete its task by making this credit collective. That 
ts the object of the law of 29th December, 1906, which was 
completed a month ago, by regulations for its administration, 
which will come into force next week. I will just say a word 
or two to explain the basis of this new legislation. We did 
not wish to draw up complete legislation on agricultural credit, 
for we have at present no special law dealing with credit, but 
merely one on commercial companies. We have allowed 
agricultural credit associations to be incorporated. We have 
made it compulsory on all the meml>ers of such a society to 
be affiliated to an agricultural syndicate, to own at least one 
share and, more im|H)rtant still, that the society, whether it 
hi: for production, for sale, or for turning raw materials into 
the finished article, shall deal exclusively with the {Moduce 
of its members, and finally, that the society shall not make 
any commercial profit out of its transactions. When a society 
has been formed under these conditions, the State is prepared 
to step in and place at its disposal, by means of the regional 
banks, a sum which may equal twice the amount of its share 
capital. I should like to add that at the present time the 
State is ready to advance to these societies the sum of 
£3,200,000, advanced to it by the National Bank of France. 
Taken all together, one may estimate the amcmnt which 
has already been lent by the State to agricultural credit 
societies at {920,000. You will see from this that we have 
plenty left with which to endow new societies which may be 
formed.

In conclusion, gentlemen, I would say that we have tried 
—and we may perhaps succeed in thi»—to carry out the 
pro^amme which you drew up at your first Congress of 
Italian co-operative societies, in 1901, which was to unite 
in one all kinds of co-operative, m utu^i or provident work. 
For my part, I believe, and there are many of the same 
opinion in France, that the day is at hand when all co-oj)era- 
tive associations, grouped round the syndicates and the 
superannuation funds, which will have become at the same 
time savings banks and agricultural banks, combining to- 
gether, vying with one another in their fructifying work
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through the constant circulation of funds, will regenerate 
our rural democracy to the inestimable advantage of our 
national activity. (Applause.)

The Chairm an  : Five delegates have asked for the 
closure. There are still four speakers who have not been 
heard.

(The closure is approved.)
The Congress must now decide whether it wishes to hear 

the four speakers who have given in their names or if it 
wishes them to be excluded.

(The exclusion of the speakers is a}>proved.)
S ig n o r  R a in e r i : I only think I need say a few words 

in reply to the more important observations which have been 
made, more especially to the remarks made by M. de Font- 
galland with reference to Italian 0)-oi)eration. The other 
speakers have either.signified their approval of what they 
have heard or have spoken on agrarian organisation in Italy, 
or have brought their tribute of experience from their own 
countries.

Our colleague, De Fontgalland, however, stated that he 
was impressed by the fact that Italian co-oj>erative societies 
sell to members and non-members. I must first stale that 
this is not a question arising from the matter at issue, but the 
old question—in wlii< h the English were our nia>̂ tcrs—as to 
whether co-operativr societies should restrict tlii'ir sales to 
members or sell to non-members also. In (i(*nnany tlie 
question has been settled by deciding that only nifmbers can 
purchase and are entitled to the advantages of the co-ojXTa- 
tive societies, but German co-oj>erators soon found a solution 
of this by deciding that anyone who pays one mark may 
become a member. We Italians have, however, accepted 
the English principle of selling to non-memlx:rs also, for we 
are convinced that when the sympathiser with co-oj)eration 
enters our precincts he will be so impressed and influenced 
b> the lofty and noble principles which guide our institutions 
that he will become not only a friend for the time being, but 
will before long become a member. Besides this I must 
remark that, apart from these general considerations, we have 
taken care to introduce into the rules of Italian agricultural 
co-operative societies clauses which, by bringing }>ecuniary 
considerations to bear on the purchaser, induce him to become 
a member. Thus you will find in many of the rules of our 
agricultural societies a clause excluding the non-members 
from receiving in cash a share of any surplus at the end 
of the business year, which surplus in the case ol a non- 
member is invested in shares which make him to all intents 
and purposes, and almost on compulsion, a member of the
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society. As* to the co-operative factories for chemical fer
tilisers which have more especially arrested the attention 
of Our eminent colleague, Fontgalland, I  must remark 
that whilst it is true that the rules of these factories also 
contemplate the sale to members and to non-members, yet 
sales are exclusively made to farmers, who make use of them 
solely for their own needs. Nor is this a ll: the rules of our 
co-ojxirative factories contain another provision, still more 
imjwrtant, which, co-oj^eratively speaking, marks the highest 
ex|>ression of solidarity : those members who have subscribed 
shares for the building of the factory are required to purchase 
a certain given quantity of fertilisers each year, whatever be 
the market price, so that the Cremona factory, which will 
shortly be opened, has already fully disposed of its output 
among its members. This is the case also with that of 
Piacenza, which you will visit on the 20th, and with all the 
others.
• Tluis, if at first sight it may ap(>ear that this system of 
selling to meml)crs anti non-members has contaminated 
Italian Co-o|K'ration with the spirit of commercialism, we see 
that on the contrary, all tlic preccpts of Co-ojxjration are 
enforced. Italian co-oiMTUtors know that they arc called 
to share in advantages, hut they also know that they must 
protect in all ways not only their own interests but also those 
of the association to which they belong. 1 think that these 
explanations will have cleared up all the points on which 
M. de Fontgalland wished to be informed.

As to the resolution which we have proposed to the 
Congress with reference to collective leaseholds, Herr Kauf- 
mann has remarked that it bears on a question of local Italian 
interest and cannot therefore be taken into consideration by 
this Congress. I have no difficulty in accepting Herr Kauf- 
mann's suggestion if our resolution breaks any of th< rules of 
our statutes. I note, however, that the mere fact that the 
organisation of agricultural co-operation in Italy and in Den
mark has been placed on the order of the day implies that 
Congress may be called upon to vote resolutions which touch 
the interests of special countries, as long as these resolutions 
are merely in the nature of general affirmations of co-operative 
principles. In our resolution we do not ask that this assembly 
should enter into a discussion of the details of our case ; we 
only say that the collective domains would derive great 
benefits from the adoption of the co-operative system, and 
we urge that this be taken into consideration in drawing 
up future legislative measures. Should this assembly, how
ever, not see fit to put this to vote we are equally grateful 
to Herr Kaufmann for the expressions of approval and
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agreement which he voiced whilst making an objection to 
the resolution on purely formal grounds.

I will say no more. I should only like my colleague, 
Casalini to express his views on another point connected with 
the question of mutual help to which my friend De Font- 
galland also referred, when he said : " You Italians complain 
in your reports that the principles of mutual help and pro
vision for old age and sickness have not yet permeated 
thoroughly Italian co-operative agricultural associations.” 
Note that this was the case with us also a few years ago, but 
these great principles will not fail to make headway, and that 
shortly- (Applause.)

S ig n o r  Ca s a l in i : Signor Raineri wishes to allow me 
to add a few words to what he has said. I am hapj^y to 
comply with this request with reference to the spread of 
mutuality in Italian agricultural associations. In the con
clusion of our rejx)rt, we acknowledged a fact which is a sad 
one for us It^ians : that our agrarian co-operative move
ment has had so far an exclusively commercial character. 
In making this acknowledgment I was more esj^ecially in
fluenced by the recollection of the study I made two years ago 
of the French agrarian movement. Amwng the most j)Ioas{int 
memories of my youth are those of the hours p!L>ised with 
your Emile Du}X)rl, President of t l f  Vmon du Sud-l'st, who 
in acquainting me with the beauiK-s of your agriculfiual 
organisation, drew my attention to the fact that you aim 
essentially at strcngtliening more ajid more IIk; Ixmds of 
sblidarity between the farmers, by rom})lying with all the 
several forms of mutual help and associated thrift ; and in 
reporting on my visit to France and on my studies on the 
agricultural syndicates, I concluded by exj^ressing the wish 
that the Italian co-ojjerative agricultural movement, which 
has been hitherto an essentidly commercial movement,
sh<rald complete itself by mutual and provident institutions.

S ig n o r  Gun tti (Italy): I wish to speak to a }x>int 
of order.

T h e  C h a ir m a n  : The assembly has voted the closure
of the debate and I cannot fct you sjx?ak.

T h e  Ch a ir m a n  : Let us come to a conclusion. Signor
Raineri has proposed a resolution ; Herr Kaufmann has said* 
that it deals with a local question and therefore cannot be 
put to the vote in an International Congress. Signor Raineri 
has given a few reasons why he thinks his resolution is entitled 
to be put to the vote, and I, add to his words an appeal to 
international solidarity and our foreign colleagues here 
present to join with their Italian colleagues in voting Signor 
Raineri's resolution.
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Dr. Totomianz has proposed the following resolution:— 
"This Congress expresses the hope that the more 

prosperous co-operative associations will create a central 
bank to guarantee the credit^ which the larger associations 
grant to the smaller ones by suppl}dng them with goods. 
The Executive G>mmittee of the International Co-opera
tive Alliance is entrusted with the task of giving practical 
effect to this resolution.”
D r . To t o m ia n z  (Kassia) was about to speak on. his 

motion, when Herr Kaufmann rose on a point of order, 
H e r r  K a u f m .\n .\ : The first question on the programme 

has been dealt with. The Central Committee decided to

glace the election of the members of that body on the agenda 
>r this afternoon. We must deal with this election to-day. 

It will be too late to-morrow, for several delegates have to 
leave. I therefore request that the elections 1^ taken now.

M. Ca t h a la  (France): They do not wish us to speak 
because we bring forward here a formula which does not 
hap|)en to please either the Executive or the official French 
representatives. Wo earnestly protest against this attitude 
and we are sup|X)rtc(l in our protest by all the French delegates.

T h e  Chaikman : 1 regret tha t I cannot allow  you, or 

the others who have sent in their names, to sjxiak now since 

the Congress has votetl for tlie closure.

M. Ca t h a la  : The proletariat, which we represent here, 
is not allowed to speak. (Protests.) That is what it is.

We wish to speak to-day, before the resolutions are put, 
otherwise we shall be justified in saying that you want Ite 
gag the discussion. I desired to set forth the aims and action 
of socialist agricultural co-operation in France. I represent 
here an organisation composed of 300 individuals, doing a 
business of several millions of francs annually. I am just 
as much in my place and within my rights in taking part 
in this discussion here, as M. de Fontgalland and Count de 
Rocquigny, who speak in the name of the French Government.

M. R enault  (Belgium): We are wasting time in dis- 
c\issing this point. A debate can certainly be closured, but 
not before al those, who have sent in their names as wishing 

^to speak, have had their turn. You can refuse to allow others 
*to speak beyond these. If you had allowed others to speak 
who were already on the list, they would have finished by 
now. At a Congress all who have sent up their names ought 
to be allowed to speak.

S ig n o r  R a in e r i  (on a point of order): I wish the inter- 
pretors to translate what I am now about to say. I am here as 
the writer of a report, I am not a member of the presidential 
bureau, so that I have no authority to reply to or complain of
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any excited words which may have been said. To-day we have 
dealt with the question of ^ icu ltura l co-operative organisa
tion within the limits prescribed by the report of my illustrious 
colleague as far as Denmark is concerned, and by myself and 
Dr. Casalini with reference to Italy. The limits of those 
reports are clear, for I remember that this morning our 
Chairman, Hon. Luzzatti, requested our co-oi>erative friends 
of certain schools to postpone till to-morrow the discussion 
of those wider questions which may be raised in every field 
with reference to {^cultural co-operation. (Murmurs.) I 
have personally satisfied myself that the reports which will 
be subsequently read give ample opportunity for any kind 
of discussion on 4he subject of agricultural co-ojx:rative 
organisation. The Chairman put the closure to the vote and 
it was approved in due form. Immediately aftenvards he 
asked if the four speakers still on the list were to be considered 
as excluded. Personally, I voted against this, as I should 
have wished to see the right of those who had already given 
in their names, respect^; but the assembly proved the 
exclusion of those speakers.

I now make a conciliatory pro}X)sal, for it woukl be 
regrettable that anyone should be left under the iinpression 
that we are unwilling to hear all sides. My projx)sal is this ; 
that those gentlemen who had given in their nnnus and who 
could not sjxiak to-day l>e ])laced at the head of the list of 
speakers for to-morrow, and in this way everyone will Ik; 
able to express his views freely.

S ig n o r  G uidetti : For my part I resign my right so 
as to avoid further discussion.

M . M a b il l e a u  (France): I voted in favour of the closure, 
but I was then under the impression that the list of sj)eakers 
had been exhausted, and that all opinions had been voiced. 
In the face of what M. Ca t h a la  has just said, since French 
agricultural co-operation ha* only had its advocates from 
among the party which has my lull symjKithy and which to-day 
represents the largest groups of co-ojierators, I projwse that 
my friends from France and elsewhere should allow the three 
speakers on the list to speak now and I withdraw my vote.

T h e  Ch a ir m a n  : The assembly approved the closure 
and considered that the four speakers whose names were 
down had forfeited their right. I cannot over-rule the 
assembly.

I consent to the friendly suggestion offered by our friend 
Mabilleau, and put it to the assembly whether it wishes the 
debate to be re-opened, and the speakers whose names were 
down to be allowed to speak. (Voting is begun.)

121



S ig n o r  M o d ig l ia n i (pointing out some delegates who 
hold up more than one ticket): I want to know who gives 
those gentlemen the right to seven votes. The regulations 
only entitle each person to one vote. (Inten uptions.)

D r . T o t o m ia n z : I beg to  w ithdraw  m y  resolution, so 

th a t I m ay  bring  it  forward again a t a  more opportune  m om ent 

when it  can be more thoroughly discussed.

T he  P r e s id e n t : Under the circumstances, we will 
proceed to vote on .Signor Raineri’s resolution.

Signor Raineri’s resolution was rejected by 81 votes 
to 07.

Election of Central Committee.
T h e  C h a ir m a n  : By the rules of the Alliancf' all the 

members of the Central Committee whose term of office has 
expired are re-eligible. Roumania is not at present repre
sented on the Committee, in spite of the fact that the co- 
Ojjerative movement there, though of recent growth, has 
attained considerable imjwrtance. The assembly will there
fore signify whether it is in favour of reserving a placc on 
the Committee to the rcpresontativc of Roumania. I put 
the proiHJsal to add to the Committee a representative of 
Roumania to the vote.

M r . J. C. G ray  : I desire to oppose the proposal. It 
is absolutely unfair for a country which has only one society 
as a member of the Alliance to claim representation on the 
Central Committee.

M. J. G. D uca  (Roumania): In the name of Roumania,
I beg to offer a few words of explanation to the Congress on 
the subject of co-operation in our country. It is true that 
we have only one society affiliated to the Alliance, but our 
co-operative movement has made such strides and has devel
oped so rapidly, that I think it is entitled to representation 
on the Central Committee, just as much as other countries, 
which may j)erhaps have contributed a larger number of 
members to the ranks of the Alliance, but which have not 
such progress to show.

As the result of our efforts for the advancement of 
co-operation, more particularly during these last few years. 
We have over 2,0Ci) People’s Banks in Roumania to-day, 
working with a capital amounting collectively to over 
£800,000, which, it must be remembered^ has been brought 
together in a relatively poor country. We have also over 
a hundred co-operative societies for the joint leasing of land, 
a similar numl^r of distributive societies, and some thirty 
more for the sale in common of agricultural produce. I
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think that the fact of there being only one Roumanian society 
affiliated ought not to prevent such a well-developed move
ment from being represented on the Central Committee. We 
are entitled to take our place there by virtue of the importance 
of our efforts and the results we Have attained.

P r o f e ss o r  D r . Sch ar  (Switzerland): It is certainly a 
very fine thing to have the different countries contending for 
the honour of being represented on our Central Committee. 
But, ladies and gentlemen, we must not forget the rules. 
According to clause 27 of those rules, the Central Committee 
shall consist of thirty-seven members. If you grant repre
sentation to Ronmania to-day, you will have to strike off one 
of the other members, who used to be on the Committee. 
I do not think that that would be the right course. I should 
like to call your attention to the fact that the Central Com
mittee has decided to revise the rules in the course of the next 
three years. At the next Congress we shall have an ojijx>r- 
tunity of cordially welcoming on our Committee representa
tives from any country which wishes for a seat, as we shall 
have room then. At present there is not room on account 
of the rules. We could now only take in Roumania if we 
were to sacrifice some other country and that does not st*em 
very fair to me. I therefore beg the Roumanian delfj^atc 
to postpone his projx)sal till the next Congress, when it will 

be very welcome.
M. B e r t r a n d  (France): This j)ro)X)sal cannot be

accepted. It is contrary to our present rules.
M r . J .  B r a d l e y  (England): every country in the

Alliance a representative on the Central Committee ?
M r . J .  C. G r a y  : No. Austria has 3, Belgium 3, Den

mark 2, France 6, Germany 6 , Hungary 1, Italy 3, Netherlands
2, Russia 1 , Servia 1, Spain 1, Sweden 1, Switzerland 2, 
Great Britain 6, United States 2, total 38. This was fixed 
by the Budapest Congress. I would gladly support the 
request of Roumania if it were comj 1̂ ible"with the rules, - 
but we should have to dis|wse of one of the other countries 
to find room for Roumania.

S ig n o r  B esso  (Italy): Do you wish to have a suggestion 
against which there is no objection defeated ? You should 
state that the rules of the Alliance do not allow of i t ; this 
is not a case for a refusal, rather should we express the wish 
that this admission may be made possible. I do not think 
we can vote on a question which is unvoteable. M. Duca 
ought to withdraw his proposal.

M. Duca : Since it is against the rules, I withdraw my 
proposition, but I duly note the promise given to consider 
it afresh at the next Congress, when the rules are to be revised.
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But we cannot accept the rejection of our proposal on the 
ground brought forward by Mr. Gray that we have only one 
affiliated society ; Sweden and Spain are in the sanie position 
with regard to this.

T h e  Ch a ir m a n  : M, Duca’s proposal having been with
drawn, we will proceed to the election of the members of the 
Central Committee, commencing with the United Kingdom.

M r . W o l f f  : I move the re-election to the Central 
Conimittt'c of Messrs. Maxwell and Mclnnes. I do not myself 
wish to put up again for election. Three years ago I handed 
in my resignation, but this time I desire to stand by it.

M r , J, C. G r a y  : I second the re-election of Mr. Maxwell 
and Mr. Mclnnes, and propose that the vacancy caused by 
the resignation of our Chairman be filled by tiie election of 
Mr. Aneurin Williams. (Agreed.)

M. V. Se r w y  (Belgium): I think I shall be voicing the 
sentiments not only of my colleagues on the Central Com
mittee, i)ut also those of all the members of this Congress, 
in offoring Mr, Wolff the expression of our most hearty thanks 
and sincere regrets. Although 1 have only been on the Com- 
mitt(T nnself since 19(X), I have seen that as long as Mr, 
WoIfT lias been our Chairman, he has always greatly assisted 
the {Icvelopment of Co-ojx;ration. He has at all times exerted 
himself to bring the various countries into new and closer 
relations with the Alliance, and I think that the present great 
development of that organisation is not a little due to Mr. 
Wolff’s j)ersonal untiring efforts. I am therefore convinced 
that I am your interpreter to-day, when I tell Mr. Wolff that 
if he leaves us, his name will be recorded in letters of gold in 
the book of Co-o}ieration and that he will appear in its pages 
as one of the pioneers of the International Co-operative 
Vlliance. (Prolonged applause.)

S ig n o r  M a f i i (Italy): I should have wished to express 
the same sentiments ; as the Belgian delegate has preceded 
me 1 will merely associate myself with him in applauding 
and thanking our President, Mr. Wolff.

M. de  B o v v e  (France): I wished to si?e;ik in the name 
of my colleagues, who had entrusted me with the task of 
thanking Mr. Wolff on behalf of the founders of the Alliance. 
He it was who did most for the resurrection of the Alliance, 
which, but for him, would certainly have died. That is why 
I thank him for his invaluable ser\'ices in the name of the 
entire Alliance. (Renewed applause.)

T h e  Ch a ir m a n  : Germany.

H e r r  H . L o r e n z  : In accordance with the agreement 
come to at the Budapest Congress, Germany has ti\’e seats 
on the Central Committee. The following retire by rotation :
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Herr Kaufmann, Secretary of the Central Union of German 
Distributive Societies ; Dr. Kusztelan, through death ; and 
Herr Pr6vel, who represents two credit societies. At the 
present time Germany has eighty-eight members in the 
Alliance. Of these no fewer than eighty-three are distribu
tive societies while five are credit societies. These five credit 
societies were till now represented on the Central Committee by three delegates. The representative of the Raiffeisen 
Union is still on the Committee. You will see that under 
these circumstances Germany is not fairly represented. It 
is not right that eighty-three distributive societies should 
have as few or as many representatives as one or two credit 
societies. We therefore propose that our friend Herr Kauf
mann be re-elected. (Agreed) We also projx)se for election 
the Chairman of the Central Union of German Distributive 
Societies, Herr M. Radestock, and the well-known co-operator, 
Herr von Elm.

No objections being raised to these proposals, Herr 
Kadestock and Herr von Elm were declared elected.

The  Chairm an  : Austria. There are two vacant seats 
for this country, that of Herr Exner, who retires by rotation 
and is eligible for re-election, and of Prof. Dr. Stuj>ecky, 
who has recently died.

H ek k  E x n e r  (Austria); I projx)se the election of Dr. 
B. Karjjc-les.

This was agreed to by acclamation: also the ri*-clecti(m 
of Herr Exner.

T h e  C h a ir m a n  : In the following countries the retiring 
members are eligible for re-election : Belgium, M. Bertrand 
(agreed) ; Denmark, Messrs. Blem and Hogsbro (agreed); 
Spain, M. Salas Anton (agreed); France, Messrs. Barrd and 
Holies (agreed); Italy, Signor Maffi (^reed); the Nether
lands, M. Goedhart (agreed); Scrvia, M. Avramovitch 
(agreed); the United States, Mr. Nelson.

Mr. J. C. G r a y  : When our friend from Rbumani.i claimed 
representation on the C-entral Committee, I expressed sym
pathy with the claim. We have two representatives from 
the United States of America on the Committee, Mr. Rhodes 
and Mr. Ndson, the latter retiring this year by rotation. 
They do not represent any great number of societies in the 
States. It would meet the claims of justice, if the United 
States had one representative only, and we gave the other 
seat to Roumania. I therefore move that we elect M. Duca 
as a member of the Central Committee in the place of Mr. 
Nelson. (Applause.)

This was agreed to, M. Duca expressing his gratification 
in a few appropriate words.
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The Ch a ir m a x  : Switzerland.
P rofosser  Dr. Schar : Seeing that I have left Switzer

land and settled in Germany now, I cannot accept re-election 
as a representative of Switzerland. I propose Dr. R. Kiindig 
in my place. (Agreed.)

After a few announcements had been made, the Congress 
adjourned for the day at 6 p.m.
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FOURTH MEETING, 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25th,
9 a.m.

Sic.NOR L u z z a t t i ; I have requested M. de Boyve, one 
of tlu; glorious founders and initiators of our Alliance, to take 
the chair during the first part of to-day’s proceeding-;. I must 
inform you that the Central Committee of the Alliance met 
last night, and in the place of Mr. Wolff, who wishes to retire 
from the arena, it elected Mr. Maxwell, President, of the 
Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society, as President of the 
Alliance. As other duties prevented me yesterday from 
being present at the sitting in which Mr. Wolff expressed his 
intention of retiring. I beg the Congress to allow me to give 
public expression here to my regret and the regret of Italian 
Co-oiwation at the decision to retire which this glorious 
veteran, who has led us to so many battles and so many 
victories in the field of Co-oix;ratioii, has taken. We hope 
that after a period of rest he may return to the post and the 
work in which he has done so much and fought so well for 
the principle of Co-ojMjration.

T h e  C h a i r -MAN : The following telegram has been re
ceived from Finland from Messrs, Laitila, Lavonius, Lindroos, 
Sahlbom, Tanner, and Torwelainen : “ The friends of Inter
national Co-operation in Finland send cordial greetings to 
the Congress and wish it all success.” The Finnish Co-opera
tive Society Peltervo, the Central Bank of Rural Credit 
Societies, the Finnish Co-operative Wholesale Society, the 
Central Common Purchase Society Hankkija, and the Butter 
Exporting Society Valio, telegraph as follows : " We have 
the honour to offer our most sincere greetings to the Con
gress. In the far North we follow the discussions of the 
Congress with the greatest interest and wish you all possible



success in your work for the spread of the co-o}H’rative move
ment. Long live International Co-oj)crat>on.'’ The Nor
wegian Co-operative Union telegraphs : “ Good luck.” The 
Chairman of the Co-ojierative Union of Catalonia and the 
Balearic Islands writes as follows : “ We send you our hearti
est greetings, and although we cannot attend the Congress in 
person, we are with you in spirit.” “ We, the co-oj>erators 
of Catalonia and the Balearic islands, sincerely ho}>e that the 
discussions will prove fruitful to the co-ojierative movement 
and also instructive to us. Long live Co-operation and social 
emancipation.”

I have also to inform you that the Central Committee 
at their meeting yesterday, had before them an invitation 
from the Swiss Co-oi>erative Unio.i of Distributive Ŝ )cioties 
to hold the next Congress of the Alliance at Basle, either two 
or three years hence. We suggest that you accept this in
vitation, leaving the Committee to decide whether the ne.xt 
Congress be held two or three years hence.

This was carried unanimously.
I now call on Mr. Maxwell, Chairman of the Scottish 

Co-operative Wholesale Society, to introduce the second 
question.

Mr . Ma x w e l l  then gave a resum<5 of his pai>er : <

The Importance of Wholesale Co-operation.

The  subject of Wholesale Co-operation is such a large one 
that the difficulty is where to begin, and the sami' difficulty 
presents itself as to where to end.

In Scotland Retail Co-operation has been practised since 
the middle of the eighteenth century; indeed, we have one 
society still in existence which dates back to 1777. I refer 
to the Victualling Society of Govan, near Glasgow. Societies 
of this kind were numerous in the beginning and up to the 
middle of the nineteenth century.

Although the study of these early efforts would be most 
interesting to the present day co-operator, still the societies 
of that time had no cohesion or relationship to each other, 
each working in its own way and in its own interests entirely. 
They all, however, followed the one plan of dividing what 
profits they made on the capital invested, and as the working,' 
classes of that period had little or no capital to invest, the 
workers had small interest in or benefit from those early 
societies.

' The Rochdale plan of dividing profits upon purchases 
gave new life and hoj^ to the workers after the year 1844.  ̂
Nearly all the old societies changed their methods after this 
date, and by 1860 every town and village of any importance
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in Scotland had enthusiastically taken up the new idea, 
which ehsured that every purchaser shared equally in the 
benefits of membership.

The capital in most of these societies was small, the 
leaders were in many cases untrained and inexperienced, and 
credit was too easily obtained, with the result that many of 
the new organisations succumbed in the early stages and 
before they wr-e properly established. Many of the leading 
men in these early <lays, although they lost their all in the 
ventures, still held to their faith in the power of Co-oj>eration. 
Conferences were held in various centres, views expressed, 
opinions exchanged, difficulties talked over, and comparisons 
made of the various systems, while even at this early p> riod 
we find them complaining of the sharp practices of the mer
chants, who supplied them with goods, by taking advantage 
of thifir inexperience and lack of training.

In 1862 the English co-operators had determined to get 
beyond these merchants, for they proposed to form a federated 
organisation of their own, which step, they argued, would put 
co-ojxirators in an independent [wsition, whereby they would 
be able to dis|)eiisf with the services of the merchants who 
formerly supplial them, and whom they regarded as costly 
intermediaries l)ct\vcen the producer and consumer. This 
imjx>rtant step was taken by the Lnglish co-operators in 
1864, and was followed by the co-oi>erators in Scotland in 
1868. Dating from these years Co-operation has become 
solidified in both countries. These federations of societies in 
England and Scotland respectively are familiarly known as 
the " Wholesales,” and although in sentiment and purpose 
they have everything in common yet they differ in some very 
imjx)rtant jxjints of administration and practice.

What hojxLs and pros}iects now open up to the co-operator 
of to-day as compared with those of the pioneer period! 
Formerly his efforts were local and his outlook was restricted, 
while now his aims are world-wide and his aspirations are 
universal. Every argument formerly used for the loyalty 
of the individual to his own society can now be brought for
ward as a reason for the society’s loyalty to its own " Whole
sale.”

I have stated that the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale 
Society was established in 1868. At that time it had a mem
bership of 57 retail societies, and the share capital amounted 
to ;fl,04(>. The total business done for the first year was 
£81,094. The progress of the society from the first has been 
continuous and steady, although retail societies are not 
uniformly loyal to the “ Wholesale,” some purchasing almost 
all their requirements, while others do comparatively little.
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The following statement sho\\'s the progress of the 
Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society sincc its start in 
1868 as compared with last year, 1906 :—

CtpiUl. Sntes.
£  C Member*.

1868 ... ... 1,040 81.01M 57
1906 .................  2.1)51.(KM 7.U0.1K2 282

Taking the shares of retail societies as representing the 
; membership of these societies the number of individual 
members at the end of 1906 was 366,907.

During the first years of the society’s existence it Is to 
be noted that only CToceries were dealt in. Afterwards 
drapery was added, and later on a furniture, etc., department 
was established. The societies in the federation quickly 
followed the lead of the " Wholesale,” and they in turn 
established corresponding departments to supply the wants 
of their members.

In 1881 the Wholesale Society was becoming over
whelmed with capital, the societies sending in all their surplus 
money and also allowing their profits to accumulate. It 
therefore became necessary to take steps to make this capital 
rerrtunerative, as sending it to the banks simply meant lending 
it to our opponents. After due deliberation it was decided 
to enter the field of co-operative production, and a small 
beginning was made with shirt-making, one of liic worst paid 
and most down-trodden industries, as regards conditions of 
labour, in the country. The Scottish Wholesale started with 
a few workers. The liours of labour were 44 ĵ er week, good 
wages were paid, and the work was carricd on in light and 
well ventilated rooms. This effort has been an unqualified 
success from the beginning and the industry now employs 
'some hundreds of workers.

Other productive ventures were started in rapid succession 
till now the list comprises the following

Shirt-making. Qothing.
Boot and Shoe-making. Printing, Lithogra})hy, and
Cabinet-making. Bookbinding.
Brush-making. Preserves and Confections,
Tobacco. Pickles and Essence of
Drugs, etc. Coffee.Tinware. Saddlery.
Mechanical and Electric Tweed Weaving.Work. Building.Soap-making. Fish Ctiring.
Aerated Waters. Flour Milling.Oatmeal Milling. Fruit Growing.
Cartwright. Hosiery Knitting.
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This list scarcely exhausts the productive departments 
of the society as many of the industries are sub-divided into 
various branches.

The total value of the goods produced in the society’i> 
productive works now amounts to over jf2,000,000 per annum. 
It may be of interest to state that creameries have also been 
established in Scotland and Ireland for the purpose of collect- 
ing milk in the various districts an^ making butter and 
margarine.

The total number of workers employed by the society 
is about 7,000. The wages paid last year (1900) amounted 
to nearly ,(̂ 400,000, and Iwnus was paid on wages to the sum 
of £13,970. Tliis subject of bonus on wages may require a 
word of explanation. Since the year 1872 the profits of the 
society have been shared with the employees, the workers 
receiving the same rate per £ on wages paid as the retail 
societies'receive as dividend on their purchases. Thus the 
total net profits of the society last year were £280,434, which 
sum was divided at the rate of 8d. per £ on purchases by 
societies, and wages to employees.

The management of the society is vested in twelve 
directors, who are elected from and by the shareholders. 
The directors arc drawn from various societies in the federa
tion, and are required to devote their whole time to the 
administration of the society’s affairs ; managers are 
appointed for the various departments, and they in turn are 
directly res|X)nsible to the Board.

The shareholders meet every three months, by delegation, 
for the purpose of reviewing the policy of the directors and 
considering the accounts of the society, the balance sheet 
being submitted twice a year.

It will thus be seen that the constitution of the society 
is democratic in every sense. The shareholders elect from 
themselves those who are to control and administer the busi
ness, and they can also remove them when they think fit.

A word might be said on the financing of this great 
business. The capital of the society is made uj> as follows :—

£
Share Capital paid in by retail societies amounts to ... 304,900

(which represents per individual member of the retail 
societies).

Loan Capiul from reudi societies ... ... ... 1,811,128
„ „  „ Qon-members ... 18,082
„ ,, private indi*idoals, members of retail

societies ... ... ... 102,313
M «i employees ... ... ... 10 ,(^

Reserve Fund ... ... ... ... 242.772
Insurance Funds ... ... ... ... 100.990

Other small funds make up the total.
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We have thus a surplus capita! not required in the 
business, from which we grant loans to retail societies on 
security of their buildings. The sum presently advanced in 
this form amounts to £37,420. To Corporations and other 
public bodies we have advanced sums to the amount of 
£1,213,462 on the security of the public rates. These loans 
give us a fair return in the form of interest, and the sums 
advanced to public bodies are granted on short notice of with
drawal, so that the money can be called up if business necessity 
requires.

It will be gathered from the foregoing that we can utilise 
fairly profitably all the surplus capital that may be sent from 
retail societies, although the ultimate utilisation of this money 
will, I trust, be in the direction of extending our productive 
efforts.

This paper would be far from complete if I did not refer 

to the close and su ĵcessful working connection between the 
English and Scottish Wholesale Societies. The English 
Wholesale Society does a business of alx)ut / 2 1 ,000,0(K) j)er 

annum, and is administered much on the same lines as the 
Scottish Wholesale. In England, however, they have a 
{X)pulation of about thirty-two millions to work on, while, we 

m Scotland have only alx)ut a seventh of that number, namely 
4J millions. As already indicated the two societies are entirely 
separate institutions, although they conduct many efforts 

jointly and in the common interests of both. Early in the 
history of the English Wholesale Society they planted collect
ing branches in various parts of the world, and the Scottish 
^\^olei:Ue at once joined with them for the pur]X)se of getting 
their supplies direct from the protlucer. Thus we procure 
our American produce jointly through the New York and 
Monti'ea) branches, whUe recently we have established a 
buying depot at Winnipeg, Canada, with the view of jM ocuring 

wheat for our flour mills at first hand. The same jo int 

arrangement holds good in the case of ? everal brandies and 
depots in Denmark and Sweden for the purchase of butter, etc. 

We also t ^ e  joint action in Axistralia, and in fruit buying in 
Greece and Spain. Some of our factories are also worked 
conjointly, and last, but not least, we are imited in the business 
of tea buying and blending in London, where an enormous 
trade is done in tea and coffee, jmd also, at Luton, in cocoa 

and chocolate. The two societies own tea gardens in Ceylon, 
from which direct shipments are made to London. Our 
united efforts in this direction have been most successful 
financially, and the ̂ eatest harmony and goodwill has always 
prevailed in our united councik.
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This is but a beginning, and is only an indication of what 
might be accomplished. If every country in Europe had its 
Co-operative Wholesale Society, would it not be possible for 
all to combine, exchanging the products of the various coun
tries, and thus make the movement a world-wide federation ? 
What has been done in England and Scotland might be 
extended over the globe, and, through the agency of the 
International Co-operative Alliancc it is, I think, |x)ssible 
that the idea might be carried into practice in a comparatively 
short time.

The advantages of Wholesale Co-operation must be 
apparent to ’̂all who understand the aims and objects of the 
movement.fft The retail societies, instead of buying separately, 
as formerly,"and thus largely comjieting with each other, arc 
now practically inde|)endent of the trader, who naturally 
has no desire that Co-oj>eration should expand or develop. 
The societies can now purchase unitedly through the agency 
of their own “ Wholesale,” the capital at its command ensur
ing that the best terms will always l)o secured. Further, the 
goods or articles bought or manufactured by the ” Whol(>- 
sale ” are sj>ecially selected or made to meet tiu* wants of 
co-operators, the requirements of the retail society being 
better known to the Wholesale Society buyers than they can 
possibly be in the case of an outside firm, while the orders 
for the various classes of goods given at a time or to be sent 
in one consignment, being much Isi'-ger than the ordinary 
trader can place, puts the society in a unique position in all 
the markets of the world as regards terms of purchase.

A duty which the Wholesale Society also takes up is 
the nursing back to healthy and strong positions any weak 
and struggling societies in the federation. Every help and 
assistance is given in these cases to put such societies on a 
firm and secure footing.

Another important point is that all the goods manu
factured by the Wholesale Society are made under the best 
conditions for the workers, as regards wages, hours, and 
general surroundings. This gives, or ought to give, the 
constimer a f6bline of satisfaction and pride in the movement 
through the knowledge that all his requirements are produced 
tinder the very best possible conditions of labour, while it 
also tends to point the way and act as a standard in this 
respect for other employers.

It may be of interest to note that our great distributive 
business of £7,000,000 per annum i transacted on the small 
working expense of 61d. per £ 6a sai s, and the total loss by 
bad debts sinc6 the beginning of tlie business in 1868 only 
amounts to about 2d. per ^100 of sales.
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Thus Wholesale Co-0}x:ration in England and Scotland 
has been an unqualified success. The same results, I feel 
certain, would follow similar efforts in any other country, 
and ultimately in all the countries working together mutually 
and unitedly for one purpose. Should such a consummation 
€ver be realised, as I trust and believe it will, the exchange 
of oonmiodities, the working together of men for the good 
of their lellows will sound the death knell of international 
misunderstandings and disputes ; war, with all its attendant 
miseries, will be alxjlished, and men will rid themselves of 
national prejudices and jealousies, and all will work together 
for the good of a common humanity.

(For full statistics respecting the Scottish Co-oiierative 
Wholesale Society, see the coas xjctus of data concerning all 
known Wholesale Societies in the Ap}>endix.]

m

His Excellency L. L uzzatti : I thank Mr. Maxwell for 
the advice he has given us in his jiajxir and I hojx' Italy will 
profit by it. The town of Milan has already done something 
in this direction. 1 ])roniis(* that aftfr this Congress, I will 
comc to an understanding' with my friends to try and start a 
Wholesale Society in Italy, on the model of the English and 
Scottish Societies.

Mr . Ma x w e l l  : I want to thank, very sincerely, H. E. L. 
Luzzatti, not only for the kind words about myself, but for 
the very hearty promise he has given that the Congress will 
lead up to practical results in Wholesale Co-operation. What
ever else may conic out of this Congress, no one would be 
happier Ihan the British delegates, if it should result in the 
establishment of another Wholesale Society that may live to 
rival even those already in existence.

H err  H . Lo ren z  ; I do not, of course, wish to take 
exception to anything contained in the excellent paj)er we 
have before us, or in the summary which Mr. Maxwell has so 
ably given us ; we approve of it in its entirety. But we have 
thought it necessary to express ourselves a little more clearly 
on one or two points, and I therefore beg to propose the 
following resolution:—

(«) That in the interest of all forms of Co<operation it 
is ia the highest degree desirable that there should be a 
Co-operative Whol^sde Society in every country, in which 
co-operative busineiss and co-operative production may ^  
centralised; and therefore it is 'the duty of the co-operative 
distributive organisations of every country to organise the 
formation of Wholesale Societies.



(6) That it is not admissible that two Wholesale Sorieties 
should exist in one coxmtry, whereby the concentration and 
the development .of co-operative strength would not be 
assisted but hindered ; but the existing distributive societies 
should be stimulated as much as possible to give to their 
Wholesale Society every support, so as to enable it to put 
forth its full strength.

(c) That it is desirable for the Wholesale Societies of 
the various countries to support mutual connection together, 
so as by degrees to unite and thereby strengthen co-oj>erative 
business throughout the world.

I consider this motion a necessary one, more esj)ecially 
because we in Germany unfortunately only think of commerce 
when we use the expression *' co-operative business ” and 
also because we consider there is a flaw in the resolution, iti 
which production is not mentioned. But that can only be 
a misunderstanding. Undoubtedly the writer of the pa]>er 
meant to include production ; that is really a matter of course, 
since the English Wholesale, and still more the Scottish, 
have done such typically good work in the matter of pro
duction. We, however, think that this should also have l)oon 
expressed in the resolution. It apjjears to us that the impor
tant question of co-operative production should be sj)ecially 
dealt with at the International Congress. In his printed 
paper Mr. Maxwell sa}^ that as far as the Scottish Co-operative 
wholesale Society is concerned, it latmched out into productive 
departments when its available funds had accumulated to 
such an extent that employment had to be found for them 
and that it was therefore this reason which led the Scottish 
Society to go in for production. From that it might appeal 
—and I  say “ appear ” although as a matter of fact no one 
would assert to-day that the field of production should be 
entered into for such a reason—that wholesale societies should 
not go in for productive departments until there are surplus 
fun^,requiring emplojrment. We are of opinion that it is 
the duty of wholesde societies in eveiv country to take up 
the question of production ; we also think that if wholesale 
societies look upon production as their duty, they will not 
wait to go in for it till surplus funds have accumulated, but 
will introduce it as part of their fundamental preconcerted 
programme, that is, as soon as there is justification for such 
departments, And such production may be considered 
justified in the first place, when there is a c^l for the produce 
to bC(i^m< d out, and in the second place—or perhaps this 
shoula^i < equal with the flrst~when the necessary capital 
is obtil^ble, and obtainable' from co-operative sources. 
So we may say that the question of productive departments
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should be tackled when the retail societies have been invited 
and induced to invest their surplus funds, not in State or 
municipal institutions, but in their own Wholesale Society, 
so that such funds may be utilised in a fructi^ng manner m 
the supply of their own requirements. When, therefore, 
such justification exists, we areiopinion that the Co-operative 
Wholesale Societies should proceed to the introd action of 
productive departments. By these we naturally mean pro
duction on a large scale. There will, of course, be a large 
number of articles which to some extent can be, and ought 
to be, locally produced ; but what we are thinking of is whole
sale production, such as already exists in England and Scot
land. For in the present j^ itio n  of m ^e m  technical 
matters, we can no longer bepn with small factories. Now- 
a-daj's we have to start at once with a modem factory, 
furnished with the most up-to-date equipment, if we wish to 
ensure profitable working. If you look ujx>n the matter in 
this light, you will soon see that the focussing centre of such 
production can, and must only be the existing Co-operative 
Wholesale Society in any country. For this reason I projx)se 
that the question of productive dei)artments be included in 
the resolution.

I have added a clause to the resolution, ca lli^  on the 
distributive societies in each country to unite and form 
Wholesale Societies. Although the resolution only goes as 
far as to say that it is desirable for wholesale societies to be 
formed, in my opinion one might go further and add that 
individual societies in each country should consider it neces
sary, nay more, their duty, to form and further such organisa
tions. In this I am in full agreement with His Excellency 
L. Luzzatti, when he said that a Congress should not consist 
of empty words. We do not want empty words, but we wish 
to draft a resolution so precise and clear that the co-operative 
societies of the various countries may and must regulate their 
action by it. The necessity for it may be seen, without 
further words from me, in the written explanation given by 
the writer of the paper himself: not all countries are as well 
endowed as Scotmd and England. In many countries there 
is much spade-work still to be done before the organisation 
of wholesale purchase is what it should be. \Vt should, 
therefore, like to impose on retail societies the duty of support
ing such efforts, and I beg you to vote in favour of this resolu
tion, which is merely an enlargement of that brotight forward 
by the writer of the paper.

D r . Totom ianz (Russia): I s^ak  here as representative 
of the Co-operative Wholescde Society at Moscow which is a 
federation of nearly 200 retail societies. Mr. Maxwell has
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just spoken of international co-operative solidarity. I there
fore hope tiiat the English, Scottish, and German Wholesale 
Societies will help the Russian Wholesale with credit. The 
Moscow Wholesale is ready to obtain t̂>ods from them, but 
the German Wholesale in Hamburg will not concur in this. 
That does not agree with the resolution passed in Budapest, 
by which the strong Co-operative Wholesale Societies were 
invjted to help the weak ones in backward countries, I 
think the time has now come to carry this resolution into 
effect in a practical manner.

Th e  Chairm an  : As time is getting on, I  propose to the 
Congress that the speeches be now limited to five minutes 
each. (Protests.)

M. Mabilleau  : Difficulties arose yesterday on a question 
of procedure. It is understood that each delegate may vote 
on behalf of a certain number of societies, which have not 
sent their own rejFCsentatives. I can understand that one 
may use these proxies when voting on resolutions arising out 
of papers read, but when it comes to a question of the internal 
organisation of the Congress, it is not right that persons using 
the votes of absent societies should thereby imiK)se silence 
on those who have put themselves to some troul)lt; to come 
here and lay their ideas before you. (Hear, hear.)

His Excellency L. L uzzatti : What you request may 
be fair and reasonable, but the rules of the Alliance do not 
permit it. These rules must be respected until they have 

. revised. It is possible for tis all to agree by saying little, 
but that little well. One can say much that is valuable in 
a few well-chosen words. I beg my friend, M. Mabilleau, to 
abide by the rules.

M. M ab illeau  : I can but submit to your ruling.
Sig n o r  Ponti : In view of the conditions of the Congress 

and of the request made by our Chairm m, I shall be very 
brief; I shall not even take up the regulation five minutes. 
I  am compelled to speak so as to make a correction, and say 
a few explanatory words with reference to Mr. Maxwell’s 
report. Nothing much has been done in Italy to promote 

, Vif^olesale Co-operation, but it is my duty to say that a 
society exists in Milan for collective purchases, founded by 
the Humanitarian Society of Milan.

An iNTERRurnoN ; But it has gone bankrupt.
Sig n o r  jPoNTi: During two years this society has been 

able to supply nearly 200 co-operative stores. The financial 
results have* not been such as we could wish. The figures are 
very small, but from the point of view of propaganda it has 
been of great value, as also from the point of view of the 
dissemination of co-operative principles, as it has made it
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possible for co-operative societies to arise where the need 
for them was most felt, and where Co-operation was still 
quite unknown.

Having made this statement, I note with great satisfac
tion the pledge which the Hon. L. Luzzatti has given to Mr. 
Maxwell and to the Congress to take steps, at the conclusion 
of this Congress, to ensure for Wholesale Co*operation in 
Italy that development which it cannot fail to attain when 
the several co-operative societies have once come to a mutual 
agreement. In Italy there are some giant co-operative 
societies; in Milan we have the Co-of^rative Union, the 
Railway Workers’ Co-operative Society, and others 
which do a total annual business of 14 million lire.* At 
Turin there is the “ Turin Co-operative Alliance,” which does 
business to a value of six million lire ; in Rome the Military 
Union does eight millions of business, and the Civil Servants 
Co-operative Stores does two millions worth. Thus a colossal 
amount of business could be put together at once, sufficient 
to keep a Co-operative Wholesale Society going. Let us 
therefore take to heart the warning contained in Mr. Max
well’s report in which he has excluded Italy from the list of 
nations which boast Wholesale Co-operative Societies, and 
let us create one.

I hope that the principal c0-0]>erative societies will follow 
the example set by their foreign compeers and contribute 
towards the formation of this Wholesale Society, for if it has 
not the help of these great societies it will hardly prosper. 
We address heartfelt prayers and wishes to our Italian friends 
that they may make it possible for the Italian Wholesale 
Co-operative Society to take its position alongside the 
giants of Co-operation at the next International Congress.

In conclusion, allow me to express my satisfaction at 
the formation of these commercial relations between different 
countries ; we shall thus attain in a practical and efficacious 
manner that social peace to which Co-operation aspires.

S ig n o r  B u ffoli ; I  only wish the representatives of 
foreign Co-operation to know the chief difficulties which have 
hitherto prevented the formation in Italy of a great Wholesale 
Co-operative Society. I represent a society which has always 
looked up to English Co-operation as its master. Mr. Gray 
knows how often we trouble him for information, su^estions, 
&c. Italy has hitherto been unable to organise a Wholesale 
owing, in the first place, to her geographical conditions, and 
secondly because we do not make use of tinned goods as they 
do in England. lo our different provinces we consume 
jdmost exdusively the products of those provinces. The

•  85 b ic — jC l- - ~ fT
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Italian Co-operative Associations might oj^en factories of 
macaroni for instance, in Naples, of oil, and so on ; but a 
real Wholesale Society, as understood in England, is not 
possible in Italy. Germany has her great Wholesale estab* 
mhrnent at Hamburg whii^ receives all the goods coming 
from over seas, and distributes them throughout the interior. 
In. Italy similar conditions do not prevail. I do not wish it 
to be supposed that these questions have not been studied : 
we have been prevented from carrying out such a schcme by 
the nature of the goods which we consuine.

Dr. H. M u ller  : I have the honour to projwsc to this 
Congress, in the name of the Swiss delegates, “ That the 
International Co-operative Congress in Cremona suggests to 
the Co-operative wholesale Societies in the different countries 
that they form a committee to study the question of inter- 
national joint buying and to take the necessary stejis to put 
existing Wholesale Societies in the way of such joint pur
chasing.”

In view of the fact that our economic life is constantly 
becoming more international, that in the exchange of com
modities, in trade and commerce, the tendency is continually 
towards centralisation, and that the Wholesale Co-operative 
Societies are now also obliged to purchase a large numl)cr of 
important articles in the world-market, it appears to us, taking 
tlm economic development into consideration, that the time 
has come to see whether it be not opportune to study the 
question of wholesale purchase on an international basis by means 

. of unions for wholesale purchase. You are well aware that 
monopolies have been formed against the consumers as regards 
a laife number of articles, that large trusts have been formed 
with the object of dictating prices to the consumers in the 
various countries, with the result that the consumer’s interests 
may be, and in fact, have already been considerably af?ected. 
You will also have noticed, that these large trusts are attempt
ing to form an organisation, the aim of which is to reach down 
to the ultimate consumer himself and thereW to su])ersede 
the distributive co-operative organisations. In this connec
tion, I  would specially draw your attention to the petroleum 
trust. This trust has systematically been working at the 
aeation of sale centres in all countries, controlled by itself, 
in order’ to completely bar out all competition, and in this 
way prevent the consumer from having any choice but to 
pay the price which the trust dictates. If we do not want 
to run the risk of having a number of other articles similarly 

' monopolised to the consumer's disadvantage, we must face 
the position and do all we can to obviate it. We must try

138



and find out the most efficient means of combating the under
mining action of these " cartells ” on our national economy, 
and how we may replace the capitalistic interests of the trusts 
by that of the general public in all countries. I do not 
conceal from myself the fact that it will not be an easy task 
to solve this problem quickly and in a practical manner, but 
in my opinion, we shall have already made a good start if 
the various Wholesale Societies were to come into closer 
touch with one another and arrive at some understanding 
among themselves. At present all the Co-operative Whole
sale Societies are working without any close contact with each 
other. It  seems to us to be nothing but an extension, a 
natural sequence ^f the co-ojierative principle, if we were also 
to organise wholesale purchase internationally, in the same 
way as we have already organised it in the different coun.ries, 
and as the purchasing power of the individual consumer has 
been organised locally by means of the retail stores. The 
short time at my disposal prevents me from going fnrihcM into 
the argument in favour of my suggestion and I therefore con
fine myself now to expressing a hojĤ  that you will pass this 
resolution, and thereby stimulate the various Co-oixrative 
Wholesale Societies to take the preliminary j^ractical steps 
in the direction I have pointed out. (Applause.)

Th e  Ch airm an  : I propose to close the discussion after 
we have heard the two other speakers still on the list.

H e r r  A . Vok E lm  (Germany): W*' have just been 
informed that there are still two speakers who have given 
in their names and that after these two have spoken, the 
discussion is to end. I think that the Congress, and not the 
Chairman, should decide on the closure of the debate. It 
may be that these two s|>eakers will bring forward jxiints, 
which will necessitate a reply from others. The Chairman 
should take a vote on the question of closing the discussion 
and the Congress should decide.

Th e  Ch airm an  : You did not understand me. I asked 
the Congress to decide the matter.

H e r r  V on  E lm : That is how yesterday’s misunder

standing BTose. We German delegates never vote for the 

closure of the list of speakers, because that is not customary 

in  our country, bu t we certainly do vote in case of need for 

the immediate close of the discussion.

S ig n o r  L u z z a t t i  : Article 12 of our Rules states that 
the decision of^ht I'hairman on points of order is final, and 
I ask that it enforced. If the Chairman does not use 
his authority wisely you can give him a vote of censure.
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H e r r  H . L oren z  (Germany): We are convinced that 
it is right that the Chairman’s ruling on a point of order 
should be final. We Germans submit to this, (Applause.)

Sig n o r  L uzzatti : We thank our German colleagues 
and hope their example will be followed by others.

M r . D. M cI nnes  : I want to make particularly clear to 
the British delegates the meaning of Dr. Miiller’s rr solution. 
Now I am seconding this motion, realising that I have behind 
me solidly the sentiment of the directors and of the con* 
stituency forming the English Co-operative Wholesale Society. 
Our relations with the Scottisl^ Wholesale Society, so far as 
joint buying is concerned, have been of thp happiest possible 
character—-(hear, hear)—and I am hoping that there may 
eventuate, from the establishment of the committee projx)sed 
in the resolution, more joint buying. We are sanguine of 
having greater results. Now I want this idea of joint buying 
to be carried out still further, and I am prepared to work for 
it. I want the Congress to know and to fully understand 
that the projx)saI commends itself to the sentiment and the 
practice of the English co-o}>erators, and I am quite sure 
that Mr. Maxwell will bear me out, when I say that the same 
observation applies to the Scottish Wholesale Society also. 
Dr. Muller has referred to the existence of certain syndicates. 
If time permitted 1 should refer to others which have the 
working classes just as much within their grip, as has the one 
he has mentioned. I second the resolution, because the 
proposal if carried out, will promote the solidarity of the. 
mdustrial classes and bring about greater fraternity. (Cheers.)

S ign or  R o d in o  : I propose a resolution in conformity 
with the suggestions made by the reader of the paper. As 
I have not seen his conclusions, I have draw'n up the following 
resolution to save time :—

“ This Congress, considering that retail co-operative 
stores are often enslaved to the wholesale trade, and 
forced to submit to a ruinous competition, considering 
that the remedy to this drawback would be the existence 
in each country of a Whol^ate Co-operative Society on 
the pattern of the great federate organisations of 
England and Scotland, expresses the hope that the 
International Co-operative Alliance will promote the 
institution of such Wholesale Societies, in view of the 
ultimate exchange of products by means of a great 
International Federation."

S ig n o r  L uzzatti ; 1 request our friend Rodino to with
draw his resolution.
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SiGKOR R o d in o  : I will do so if there is another similar 

one before the Congress.

S igno r L u z z a tt i : I think Herr Miilh'r’s rosohition in
cludes the substance of Signor Rodino’s. Horr Mtiller pro
poses to the assembly a great idea : that of o]i|K)sinR to the 
great “ trusts,” to the Rockfelh^rs of the world, a world-wido 
co-ojierative alliance which will in the long run Ih'c o iu c  so 
jxjwerful as to defeat the “ trusts.”

S ign or  R o d in o  : Then I withdraw my resolution.

Mr. Ma x w e ll  : I am very grateful to you friciuls from 
all parts of Euroj>e, who have so kindly received the j)aper 
put before you this morning, and for the very kind remarks 
of His Excellency Signor LuzzAtti. But the discussion will 
be W’orth nothing without some practical outcome, and 
Signor Luzzatti, with his sj)lendid initiative, says that Ixifore 
we part to-night we may j'ossibly sec the foundation of a 
Wholesale Society for Italy. (Applause.) Now that is 
something ; and every nation, I am quite sure, will follow in 
the wake of Italy. I accejit, w’ith gratitude, the suggestions 
from Dr. Miiller. Thank goodness there is no controversy 
in this matter. We can unite in building uj) institutions 
which will be for the good of all humanity.

T he Chairm an  : We w'ill now vote on the amended 
resolution brought forward by Herr Lorenz.

The resolution was })assed unanimously, as was also that 
of Dr. Miiller.

The Chairm an  : W ho will apjM)int the C.onnniiti'e ?

M. Serw v  : I j)roj)ose that each Wholesale Society 

ap}X)int one delegate.

S ignor  L uzzatti : The Wholesale Societies of each 
country will a])j)oint their delegates to this international 
committee w'hich makes it imperative on us Italiaas to con
stitute a Wholesale. (Cheers.)

M. P. B oncour : I beg you to allow me two minutes 
to lay before the Congress, on behalf of the Minister of Labour, 
whom I have tlie honour to rej)resent here, an excuse and an 
explanation. The excuse refers to the fact that the first 
general statistical review of Co-oj>eration in France, which 
we j'romised to lay before the members of this Congress, could 
not be distributed among you sooner. It was due to an error 
in the address on the parcel of printed matter.

No one will gainsay me when I tell you that hitherto 
no statistics could have been drawn up. The federal organisa
tions prepare such statistics, but they confine themselves to
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giving the number of their constituent societies, without 
even quoting the number of their individual members or the 
total amount of business dohe. The Central Union of People's 
Banks has also drawn up a set of statistics, but it does not 
command the necessary investigating powers to enable it to 
c a ^  them to a conclusion. One of the first acts of the 
Minister of Labour, after the constitution of his office, was 
to take advantage of the new cohesion, which the concentra
tion of the various branches under his Dcj>artment afforded 
him, to send out a circular to the Preferts, asking them to 
collect the necessary information. And the Minister did not 
content himself with the rej)lies furnished by the Prefects. 
He called upon the associations with knowledge of this subject 
to check the exactness f the information supplied. I do 
not wish to say from this that the statistics contain no errors, 
but I think I may say that it is as exact a statement as possible 
of the existing condition of the co-oj)erative movement in 
my country.

As for the statistics themselves, there is no occasion 
for me to go into them now ; you will read them for yourselves 
and I need therefore only present them to you now.

Till-: ('.n.MKMAN : \V«! now pass on to tlie third
(luestioii oil our prograiiune, and I call on M. Bertrand, 
Chairntan of the Federation of Belgian Socialist Co-o|H,'rative 
Societies, to read his o[.>ening pajwr.

M. Bertrand  then f^ave a summary of the following 

pa|)er :—

I W hat can Co-operation do to help W orking Men 
and Small Cultivators In their Daily Life?

T he  question which, according to the programme of the 
Congress, I am asked to deal with is this : what serv’ices can 
Co-ojx!ration render to the working classes in their daily life ? 
The first answer that this question is likely to suggest i ; one 
explaining the great and undoubted advantages which co
operative distribution ensures to those who practise it. The 
immediate benefit in such case, of course, is that of placing 
the articles required for daily use at the disposal of all who 
buy them at a lower cost than that which obtains in ordinary 
retail dealing. However, such benefit does not by any means 
fully meet our jx)int, because there are other methods 
besides that of Co-operation open to associated customers, 
to secure them chea{X'r prices than those of the retail market. 
They may, for instance, by reason of their large custom, 
obtain from dealers a rebate fixed by agreement ujx)n current 
rates.
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The mere argument of cheapness does not, accordingly, 
supply an answer to our question. We have to go a little 
further afield and look at Co-operation .is a whole, and inquire 
what ulterior benefits it is in a jx)sjtion to yield. If we would 
arrive at a satisfactory conclusion we shall, I think, have to 
take the present entire organisation of society into considera
tion and start from the jx)int that that organisation is ilefective, 
but that it may be im])roved and transformed in such a 
manner as will insure the gradual removal of material misery 
and of the exploitation of workers and consumers alike for 
private profit.

We shall therefore have to take this as our starting }X)int:
■ that the main object of Co-operation is to transform the 

present organisation of commerce and production by sub
stituting for the system now in force, which is based uj)on the 
])ursuit of individual gain—the getting of money by one man 
out of others—an organisation of commerce and indu'^try 
which by supjiressing the middleman promises to supply 
consumers with all that they want to buy at the mere price 
of the cost of production, securing to the jiroducers at the 
same time a full return for their labour.

In my opinion the co-oj>erative system can do very much 
to assist in such work of social transformation, securing at the 
same time immediate benefits, even to the very pxjrest among 
the working classes, and providing tiiem with the means for 
raising themselves both Tnaterially and morally.

In the majority of countries wo shall have to admit that, 
geneially sjjcaking, it is only the elite of the workij)g classes, 
the well-j)aid artisans, who are menilK'rs of co-ojK'rative 
societies. The poorest of the class are left outside, notwith
standing that it is just to them, with their very restricted 
income, that Co-oj>eration was intended to secure, from a 
material point of view, relatively the greatest l>enefit.

It is otherwise in Belgium. In that country the majority 
of j>ersons actually members of co-operative organisations 
consists of very jKJor working men, men in receipt of very 
paltry wages. But already co-o|x.‘rative organisation has 
shown how much it can achieve by contributing to the imjirove- 
ment of the position alike material, intellectual and moral, 
of these men.

I naturally exj)ect to be asked : how have jjeople set to 
work to bring about such results ? What has been done to 
attract the very poorest of our working classes into co-opera
tive societies? To fix them there? That is what 1 now 
propose to explain in a few words.
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I.
; In the earliest stages of co-operative development in 

Belgium, Belgian co-operative societies, like those of other 
countries, made it their custom to ask incoming members to 
pay a substantial contribution into their working fund, by 
fixing the value of shares very high, at the very least at from 
80 to 100 francs {£2 to £^). That meant that quite exag
gerated importance was attributed to capital, as a profit 
producing ek*mcnt. Part of the overplus resulting from the 
trade engaged in was, in accordance with this idea, invariably 
assigned to capital, the other part going to custom.

This was not all. For in addition, as if advisedly to add 
a further obstacle for keeping out new members, such were 
made to pa\ ;m entrance fee proportioned to the amount of 
reserve fund already store<l up, which meant a heavy tax 
upon incomers. The natural consequence of all this was that 
the number of members remained stationary, and that there 
was no progress or extension.

The radical mistake which lay at the bottom of such 
false iK)Iicy, in those earliest co-ojierative societies, has already 
l)cen pointed out. The organisers looked only to capital as a 
source of strength and overlooked entirely another, far more 
imj)ortant eitMiû nt, which is the growth of trade.

In truth it is much less capital—such as societies, having 
it, are not always in a {wsition usefully to employ—which 
ensures success, than large sales, an ever increasing turnover.

The early system was so contrived as to make it appear 
that capital w;is the one thing wanted, and that instead of 
increased sales being desirable, they ought to be carefully 
guarded against. For outsiders desiring to come in to the 
societies were, as if purposely, kept out by the tax levied upon 
them in the sha{)e of a proportionate share in the realised 
funds accumulated by those who had preceded them, whereas 
in truth additional custom was of far greater value to the 
society than the few hundreds of francs to be obtained for its 
funds from the pockets of incoming members.

To this faulty system of Co-operation the modern school 
of Belgian Co-operation opposed a totally different one, which 
is that of “ the oj>en door;”—the door kept wide open for all.

Money at starting had in truth little to do with the 
success achieved. The Vooruit of Ghent, now famous for its 
prosperity, began with a poor loan for 2,000 francs (ĵ 80) 
which the organised society of weavers advanced to it. The 
Matson du Peupie of Brussels made its founder-members 
take up shares of only 10 francs (8s.). And only very few
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months after, the value of the share was advisedly reduco<l to 
only 2 francs (Is. 8d.), in order that membershi}> might l>e 
made easy for those to whom the |v»yment of 10 francs migiit 
have constituted a tax. At the present time the value of the 
fhare is once more fixed at 10 frjincs. However, all that an 
incoming meml>er is actually required to ]iay is the value of 
the book of rules, that is, 4d. Such trifling payment ensures 
to him at once all the rights of memhershij), with every one 
of its l>enefits, including the right to have dividend allotted 
to him corresjx)nding to the amount of his purchases. And 
it is out of such dividend accruing that, in four or five instal
ments, wliich take nothing out of his jX)cket, he pays the 
value of his share.

At Joliniont the share still stands at only 2 francs.
The introduction of this sj'stem of the “ widely ojkmi 

door,” of the abolition of ĵ rogressive entrance fee- , had a 
marked effect ujx)n the development of the movement. 
There was from thai time forward very raj)id j>rogress and 
growth. At Ghent the hundred or so memlx'rs w’ho started 
the Vooruit, have since grown to 10,000. At Brussels the 
70 who started the Matson du Ptiiplc have become 20,000. 
And so on. And this system has more particularly brought 
great benefit to the very poorest class of our working folk, 
those to whom a saving of five or six centimes (alx)ut jd.) 
on the 2 lbs. of bread which they buy represents a very much 
greater relative gain than a more substantial economy does 
to the better-paid artisan. Tiiese men liavr come in in shoals 
and it is the result of attracting them which mainly accounts 
for the marked success of modern socialist Co-ojHTation in 
Belgium,

II.

Now let us for a moment inquire how our Belgian co
operative organisation deals with the matter of sale, the 
fixing of jirices and th(‘ a})}x>rtioning of profits.

When the bakeries of the Vooruit of Ghent and of the 
Matson du Pcupie of Brussels were first formed, that is, 
about a quarter of a century ago, bread was very dear. 'I'he 
kilogram (about 2? lbs.) then sold for 40 to 42 centimes (4d.), 
and the bakers drew a j)rofit of at least 10 centimes (id.) ])er
2 lb. loaf. Our practice is to have bread jxiid for in tokens, 
which are sold to members in advance. As long as it was at 
all possible, the price of the token, standing for 2 lbs. of bread, 
was deliberately kept up at its old high rate. That meant 
that at the end of each half-year there was a substantial 
overplus standing to each member’s credit. That overplus 
or dividend was dealt^out to him, however, not in money, but
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once more in tokens, which enabled him to obtain the bread 
that he wanted during about two months following without 
putting hLs hand into his pocket.

However, this system of heavy payments and corres
pondingly sul^tantiai dividends could not be kept up long. 
The bakeries set up to compete with the co-operators, took to 
lowering the selling price of bread with a view to securing 
trade. As a matter of necessity co-operative societies had 
to follow suit.

Nevertheless a few societies held out, and continue to do 
so even now, koeping the value of the bread-token at from 
three to live centimes above the ordinary selling price. They 
are enabled to do so by guaranteeing from the outset a fixed 
1 >nus return, so that, in point of fact, the buyer wittingly 
includes in his purchase price what he knows to be a small 
weekly deposit to his savings account.

" Dividend,” by the way, is still paid only in the shape 
of tokens, which once more secure members the benefit that 
during a jxirtion of a year they can buy their bread seemingly 
for nothing, for it is paid for in advance—unless, indeed, they 
employ the tokens received for the purchase of other goods, 
wlurh comos to the same thing.

(u*iu*ral]y s|H'aking it may he laid down that as time goes 
on the old jirarticc of keejMng uj-) a high price for bread dies 
out more and more, and the co-operative selling price becomes 
more and more generally assimilated to that of the market. 
There is no hclj) for this, because the poorer among the work
ing classes prefer parting with less money—of which they 
have only little—to that of laying up savings; and the com
peting bakeries encourage them in this disposition.

So much for our dealing with bread. But what has been 
said with respect of bread applies every bit of it also, in 
precisely the same way, to the sale of other commodities: 
groceries, butter, butcher’s meat, clothing, boots and shoes, 
and so on.

It may, then, be said that at the present time Belgian 
co-o{)erative societies disjxjse of all their goods at current 
market rates, which still leaves them enough over to 
allow their members a dividend ranging from 12  to 20 
per cent, on their purchases, without counting the money 
retained for provident and other purposes still to be spoken of.

But now arises the question : how is such overplus 

ap{X>rtioned ?
Share capital receives nothing out of it. And that may be 

taken to account for the fact that only very few members 
hold more than one share each in their own particular 
society. But that does not mean that saving and laying by
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is not encouraged. Every socicty has its own dcjwsit depart
ment into which members arc free to pay what dejx>sits they 
like, receiving for the same, according to the district, interest 
at the rate of from 4 to 5 jx-r cent.

But “ div’idend*’ goes entirely to custom, in exact pro- 
jxirtion to the value of goods purchased by each menilxM at 
the store. On groceries and articles of clothing it amounts 
as a rule to 6 per cent., on butcher’s meat and similar articles 
to 3 or 4 j)er cent. only. On bread it varies according to the 
price paid by the society for its flour—except when, as has 
already been shown, it is fixed at a certain rate and guaranteed 
in advance.

111.

However, wishing to attract and favour the j>oorcs( 
among the working classes, Belgian co-oj>crators do not stop 
only at making admission easy, giving to new members with
out any call ujx>n their jx)ckets full rights of co-partnership 
in their existing establishments, the value of some of which 
stands at millions of francs, and providing them with good 
food and other articles of daily use. They distinctly aim at 
securing for them additional benefits also. When, about a 
quarter of a century ago, those of our co-ojK-rative societies 
were formed, which have now grown to bo larm' undertakings, 
there were very iew working njen indeed wlio belonged to 
]>rovident or friendly societies such as seciue to Iheir mtMnlxTs 
in case of illness the servi<vs of a doctor, the provision of 
medicine, and sick pay. For by far the largest luiiuber of 
Belgian working men falling sick, charitable jHovision and 
the mercies of ]X)or relief rej)resenled all assistance available. 
That was degrading, and meant that the working man nmst 
necessarily Jose self-resj)ect by becoming a Iwggar for medical 
relief.

Our co-operative societies have from the outset studied 
to remedy this state of things by providing medical and 
j)harmaceutical benefits for all who may require such. For 
such benefits the member’s wife and children may (jualify 
themselves together with their bread winner. It means a 
payment of five centimes (jd.) jh t week for ciich member, 
which secures them all that they can want. In return for 
such payment the member and his wife and children have in 
case of sickness a right to the services of what is now their own 
medical man, and to the medicines and surgical aj)pliances 
required. Apart from this, wherever it is the head of a family 
who beconles disabled by illness, and cannot earn his wages, 
the society delivers to his house seven loaves of bread of one 
kilogram (2J lbs.) each per week, free of charged
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To show the actual importance of this institution to 
Belgian working men, it will be sufficient to quote the figures 
representing the benefits accorded, under this head, every 
year in the Maison du PeupU of Brussels alone. That society 
pays annually nearly 70,000 francs {£2,BOO) for medical advice, 
medicine, surgical appliances, and the like, in addition to 
about 30,000 francs (£1,200) which represents the value of 
free bread delivered to sick members and some other extra 
benefits.

Moreover, several Belgian co-operative societies have 
some time ago instituted old age jx;nsions for their aged 
memlwrs, according to a scale the rate of which varies in 
pro|)ortion to the length of the member’s membership, and 
also to his dealings at his store. It was the Vooruit of Ghent 
which set the example, introducing such old age pension 
service on 1st May, 1897. The qualifications for a pension 
arc : at least sixty years of age, active membership in some 
co-o|Hjrative society or other during at least twenty years ; 
and lastly, past dealing at the co-ojierative store, not counting 
bread, to the extent of at least 150 francs (£(5) a year, which 
means, that the man must have laid out at hrast francs
(£1-0), apart from bread, at the co-oixsrative store. For bread 
<Um‘s not comjt in this reckoning. The nuniniuin pension 
allowed is 120 francs (£4 lOs.) jwr annum, and it is paid in 
tokens for purchases. If the i>ensioner’s purchases at the store 
amounted to more than £(5 i>er annum, he is allowed a pro- 
[x>rtionately higher }>ension.

Since 1897, when it bi'gan this practice, the Voontit h;is 
allotted pensions in all to 216 |)ersons. Of this number 25 
have since died ; so that at the present time there are actually 
100 in receipt of j>ensions. The amounts annually paid out 
in this way have been as follows:—
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Thus in this way within ten years the Vooruit has dealt out 
to its aged members no less than 97,000 francs (£3,880) in 
|K*nsions.

In this connection allow me to point out that vnuler its 
old age jHjnsions scheme tlie Belgian State allows only 05 francs 
a year to any one pensioner, and that he must be at least sixty- 
five years old and in actual distress, that is, in receipt of at 
most one franc (lOd.) a day from other sources.



There arc oilier co-ojx;rativc sociolics besides which pay 
pensions to their aged membei-s. Tliere is, for inslance, 
Lc Profirh, of Jolimont, whidi in 100(1 disbursed as rniicli as 
45.353-25 francs (/̂ 1,814) in old age pensions and snpjiort of 
sick members between them. Lc Prof̂ rrs was only formed 
in 1886. It now pays old age jK’nsions. ranging from 80 francs 
({3 4s.) a year a head upwanl to more than 000 members.

In conclusion, with the object of ministering to tiie 
intellectual improvement of their members, Belgian co- 
ojxjrative societies have long since set up truly magnificent 
establishments, with libraries, reading rooms, and concert 
and assembly rooms attached to tiiem. They issue news- 
pajK’rs, provide lectures and educational courses, and they 
also organise social unions for the cultivation of music, singing, 
the dramatic art, and the like.

In this way our co-oj>erativc societies have succeeded in 
raising the ix)orest among our working classes, those who 
previously counted for the very dregs of society, th'.'ir 
education neglected fearfully in every respi'ct. and in 
making them understand that th<*y were being raised and 
te.iching them to aj)])reciate the benefit.

IV.

Tln'organisation of our co-oju-rative societies is thoroughly 
democratic. One member exer<'is<*s pre<'is<>lv the same riglits 
as anollii'r. Supreme |K)wer is in all casi-s vested in the 
general meeting of memlK'rs which is open to all alike, it is 
that meeting which freely and oixnly elects the committee 
of management. Labour likewise has its rights recognised. 
The working employees of the society are represented on that 
committee l)y their own representatives freely electetl for the 
pur|X>se by themsehcs. And those employees also n-ccive 

a fixed shan of the profits earned, which share is allotted in 
proix)rtion to the wages or salary which each one draws. 
In Brussels that share now stands at jx-r cent, of th<* total 
profits.

Nor is the social side of Co-ojK*ration neglecte<l in the 
treatment of employees. In case of illness the society’s 
emj)loyee is, during the time of disablement, allowed half his 
ordinary wages or salary, which wages or salary are for 
ordinary purj^oses invariably fixed at the highest rate prevalent 
in the district. The >yorking day is everywhere limited to 
eight hours. In all resj^cts the Belgian socialist co-oi>erative 
societies make it their aim to set the best of examples to other 
employers, in order by such means to improve the general 
conditions of labour.
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In the last place Belgian socialist co-operative societies 
regularly allot part of their annual profits to propagandist 
work. They make money grants to newspapers, to the 
election funds of candidates of the Labour Party; they assist 
workmen on strike with funds or else with car loads of bread.

The results obtained by all such co-operative work have 
proved very considerable. Its main points may be summed up 
in the following |x>ints :—

Belgian socialist co-o|x̂ ration enables working men to 
live more chcaply than they could otherwise do.

It encourages both collective and individual thrift and 
accumulation of capital.

It ensures to its members medical attendance, medicine 
and appliances in case of sickness.

It provides them gratuitously with bread during their 
sickness.

It ensures them |)ensions in old age.

It provides for them the use of common rooms and 
lihrarii’s, and enables them to (educate themsdves by following 
coiirsfs of lectures, and by these ami other means contributes 
to the strengthening of their moral fibre, even though thev be 
aujong the very [Kx̂ rest.

It sets an example for the reform of social order, by 
recognising the claims of labour and securing to its employees 
a high minimum wage, for a reduced working day, in addition 
to sick benefits and a jxinsion, and the right to be represented, 
as employees, on the managing board of their society.

In conclusion, it renders most valuable services for 
raising the greatest numlier of the citizens of its country, 
alike materially, intellectually and morally, assisting in social 
and jxjlitical work tending towards this end by means 
of money grants and all other methods available.

It is in this way that working men’s Co-operation, as 
generally practised in Belgium, has succeeded in benefiting 
working men largely in their daily life, which is the subject 
of this pajx?r, down to the very humblest, without ever losing 
sight of, or neglecting its great ultimate aim, that Ls, the gradual 
but steady transformation of the existing organisation of 
society for the common gootl, by the application of “ solid
arity”—that is, the famous “ one for all and all for one"—■ 
and the progressive elimination of parasites, who at present 
make a living by exploiting the needs both of producers and 
consumers.
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V.

In the development of rural economy Co-o|>cration has 
thus far in Belgium played only a very secondary jiart. In 
country districts the movement still j>resonls itself as wholly 
undeveloped and rudimentary, and of quite recent origin. 
It was not, in truth, until the last years of the nineteenth 
century that the peasant class in Belgium appeared to wake 
up at all from its long continiied drowsy indifference in order to 
enter, in its turn, upon the great path of self-improvement by 
combined action and common understanding in the prosecution 
of common aims, in respect of which industrial workinc; men 
had set so praiseworthy an example. During entire centuries 
the Belgian ]>easant had l>cen content to shut himself up in 
almost complete isolation from the outer world, holding that 
his best policy must be to follow the line marked out by the 
principle of the egotist: “ Everyone for himself and only 
God for all.”

What has resulted from this j>eculiar way of looking at 
things ? We find the results clearly set forth in an official 
report on “ Agriculture in Flanders ” recently published by the 
Ministry of Agriculture. I quote the following j>assages :—

“ The Flemish i>easant has at all times been remarkable 
for liis endurance in labour and his tenacimis devotion to 
duly. Unfortunately, these excellent qualities of his arc only 
rarely couj>led with a sj)irit of independent itn’lialive and a 
sufficiency of technical skill. The consequence is that his 
efforts are not in all cases rightly proj)ortioncd to the object 
at which they are jx)inted and that oftentimes the man is 
found to be wearing himself out in comj)assing absolutely 
insignificant results. It is quite true that a cultivator’s lot 
is particularly trying on the generally ungrateful .soil of this 
district.. Frequently enough will the regard for economy— 
too little understood or elsi /greatly exaggerated—j>eculiar to 
the Flemish peasant, deter him from embarking in very 
profitable outlay; his greax object is, having accumulated a 
little money, to keep it safe. Often enough does he offer a 
stolid resistance to ^1 ideas of association with others, or of 
Co-ojjeration, and in doing so one cannot j)lead that he is 
guided solely by his innate love of independence ; for the 
more powerful motive Is an all too narrow conception df his 
duties of solidarity. Under circumstances such as these it 
can surprise no one to find that the .peasant of this sandy 
r^OHj who lives entirely upon his own thoughts and comes 
only very little into contact with the outer world, so very 
often shows himself a mere slave of routine. It can surprise 
no one, any more, that he has so long remained outside the
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movement of Co-operation which has carried: along with it 
all other classes of labouring folk. And what is true in respect 
of the Flemish peasant is, generally speaking, equally true 
with regard to his Walloon brother."

Nevertheless, something of a happy change has come 
over the scene within the last few years and, thanks to some 
few philanthropists, members of the priesthood and of the 
Catholic party, an altogether new spirit ai)}x;ars to have been 
infused into the dull mass of the population of the Belgian 
country districts. A considerable number of agricultural 
co-o|Xirative societies have indeed already been formed with 
the object of assisting the small cultivator in his struggle for life.

In the first place there are quite a resj)ectablc phahnx 
of agricultural syndicates formed for the common purchase 
of seed, fertilisers, machinery and implements, feeding stuffs, 
and the like. And these same syndicates have also already 
tackled the more difficult task of organising the sale of agri
cultural produce, such as butter, eggs, iwultry, and the like.

Next, there are at le.xst 500 co-o|)orative dairies now in 
existena*. In the year 11)05 those dairits disposi'd of no less 
than 32,0(K),(K)0 francs (n,2S0,(KK)) worth of produce, wliich 
means, on an average, £2.5(>0 p(>r society, and £2.3 per member 
of the particular tlairy.

Then there are numerous societies for mortality insur
ance of live stock. And there are some agricultural credit 
societies.

All these societies have adopted the co-o})erative form 
and not a few of them rcceive encouragement from the State.

The existence of these societies has had a marked effect 
in changing the mental attitude of our peasantry, in making 
that jx;asantry understand and appreciate the benefits of 
association, of union, of solidarity. It has led the jx^asantry 
to modify its methods of cultivation, to employ artificial 
fertilisers, which our rustic had previously viewed with disdain, 
also modern implements and machinery, of which in other times 
the same rustic was not in a |x)sition to procure the use for 
himself. Instead of making his own little lump of butter 
in hLs little' farmstead, and carrying it in small quantities 
to the market, at a great expenditure of time, or else selling 
his milk by the quart, he now dispatches all his milk daily 
to the co-operative dairy, which sells it for him in larger 
quantities, converting it first into butter or cheese. And so, 
while taking much less trouble, the jjeasant secures a more 
substantial return for his produce.

Here, once more, we trace the beneficial el^ects of Co
operation as affecting the daily life of those who practise it.
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of which I have to s]w;ak, by enabling them to hvc under 
better conditions.

That is, unfortunately, all that can be said of agricultural 
co*operation in Belgium for the present.

However, surely those thousands of agricultural co-oj)era- 
tive societies which, for the most part, have only just sprung 
up, may be taken as presaging a coming great transformation 
in peasant life. They seem to justify the hope that with 
increased intelligence, extended capacity, and more good will, 
the peasant’s methods of cultivation will be still further 
improved, so as to render his labour more fruitful and placo 
himself in a better material position.

In taking up this co-o])erative principle our Belgian 
small occupiers have in truth only followed the example lirst 
set them by their brethren elsewhere—in France, Switzerland, 
Denmark, Germany, etc. The same thing cannot be said of 
the Co-operation of Belgian industrial working men. In our 
large cities and centres of industry the co-ojx;rativc distribu
tion practised l>ears a distinctive character, very marked, 
and aJl its own, which I cannot too earnestly recommend for 
study to all true friends of Co-oj>eration and which, so I am 
firmly persuaded, has it in its jx)wer to render Co-oj)eralion 
capable of very largely benefiting working men cvorywht-re, 
even the very poorest.

In conclusion, in the name of niy Jidgiaii colirafjurs, 
Messrs. Serwy, Hdnault, Kousseau, and Octors, and of some 
other Congress members/I l>eg to move the following resolu
tion :—

“ That this Congress of the International Co-o]xjra- 
tive Alliance, held at Cremona, in view of the fact that 
Co-operation, as ba«;nd on the princij)les of the Roclulalt! 
Pioneers and on their natural develn]nnent, aims directly 
at (I) the sale at the lowest possibJc price of j)roduce of 
good quality; (2) the return to the c<msumer of the 
profits realised, in proiwrtion to his purchases ; (3) the 
carrying out of works of education and of solidarity by 
means of part of the j>rofits set aside for the j)ur|x)se./

“ Considering further, that Co-o|x;ration also aims 
at (1 ) the suppression of all intermediaries, that are not 
indispensable, between producer and consumer; (2 ) 
the creation of relations between producers and, consumers 
based on the value of labour ; (3) the institution of com
mon ownership; (4) the substitution of co-operative 
industry and commerce for competitive industry and 
commerce.

163



“ Under these conditions; the Congress resolves :— 

“ (a) That it is in the interest of society that 
co-operative distributive societies be formed by the 
workers in all towns and villages;

" (6) That it is of vital importance to such 
societies to federate in national, or regional, Whole
sale Societies for common purchnse, and in national 
or regional Unions for the estal)Iishment and organisa
tion of co-oj^erative credit, jiropaganda, and educa
tion ;

“ (c) That the Wholesale Societies should cen
tralise co-oi)erative production ;

"  (d) That the Wholesale Societies and the 
Unions should federate and become members of the 
International Co-oj)erative Alliance, so as to create 
the means of international exchange, to organise and 
regulate international production and distribution, 
and to replace the capitalist state, which incites to 
conflict l)otw<Tn nations and to warfare, by the rdgn 
of social peace based on labour.”

154

T he P kksident  : I now ask M. (iaribotti, of the Italian 
Co-operative t ’nion, to read his paper on the same subject.

(iARiBOTTi then summarised his pa|x:r, which was 

as follows :—
I

Co-o pe r a t io n , there can be no doubt, might be made to 
render very vahiable senices indeed to our country, given 
up as it is to so large an extent to the practice o  ̂agriculture, 
in which periodical disturbances among rural labourers, 
struggling for more human conditions of life, indicate only 
too plainly and too painfully that there Ls still much back
wardness, distress and discontent. Co-ojieration might pro
vide better nourishment for the families of our working folk 
and of the classes slightly above them ; it might help in trans
forming for the better the relations subsisting between the 
clashing interests which between them determine the condi
tions of labour, both industrial and agricultural; it might 
be made to provide the money or credit indispensable for the 
development of distributive or labour organisations.

Attempts to bring this about have been repeatedly made, 
and during the past years it has become conclusively evident 
that in Italy as elsewhere the public mind has awakened to 
the value of the public benefits which a comprehensive 
organisation of co-ordinated co-ojierative societies has it in
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its |x)\ver to jirovide, and accordingly the co-o 
ment is seen to be advancing# But it must 
by the side of what has been accomplished elsewhere our little 
co-ojierative beginnings in Italy still a])j>ear modest indeed.

The two forms of Co-oj)eration now most j)ractised in 
Italy are those of distribution and of hanking. Our dis
tributive societies muster 200,000 memlwrs and do an annual 
business of about £2,400,000. The co-ojx;rative banking 
movement embraces about 150,000 members and does an 
annual business of about £20,000,000. However, I should 
not like to make mj'self answerable for it that all who actually 
have joined these organisations are really animated by a 
genuinely co-oj>erative +])irit.

Co-oj>crative proj)aganda has come only late into our 
country. And it is only very few years ago that the truly 
marvellous achievements of Co-oi)cration elsewhere began to 
make any impression at all Ujwn our })eople and to arouse 
any perceptible interest, more sixjcifically among our working 
folk. Accordingly that j>articular conc(*ption of Co-ojK^ralion, 
as making for education and jirovidcnt action, on which to-day 
I should wish to lay stress as attaching greatest value to it, 
has not yet in this country secured nnicli of a hold u|K>n the 
j)ublic mind. Jn only too many cases do wc find an institu
tion lalx.*lk*d “ Co-operative ”—as :i means of procuring for 
those who «‘ngaf,’(! in it some trifling I<gal advantages and of 
attracting an easy custom—in which all that goes to make 
uj) true " Co-ojK‘ration ”—such as the laising of the iK>or— 
is consj)icuous by its absence.

Now let me show you, the co-ojKTators whom the call 
of the International Co-Oj>erative Alliance has brought together 
at Cremona, what in the matter of co-oi^rative institutions 
formed by working people in Italy we .ictually j k w s c s s .

1.— Soc ie tie s  o f  Braccianti.

Among institutions of this sort, organised by Ixma fide 
Italian working folk themselves, the most characteristic and 
distinctive are the organisations of ordinary unskilled labourers 
handling pick and shovel, who here go by the name of brae- 
danii. Such organisations, I believe, do not exist elsewhere. 
In this country they have been formed to enable men of the 
humble class, by means of collective contracts undertaken, 
to execute for their own account such works as the construc
tion of roads and dykes, earth works and works connected with 
water of every kind, more particularly the damming in of rivers. 
The object of such collaboration is to secure to the men who



buckle to such fatiguing and exjiausting labour more equit
able remuneration than they otherwise receive. From time 
immemorial all such contracts previously went to a special 
class of contractors and speculators, who have long stood 
like a wall between those who pay the money and those who 
do the work, and in many cases probably these men were not 
even aware of the nature of the work which they had under
taken and which they left to so many gangs of labourers to 
carry out for thom.^

From modest little societies embracing only about a 
hundred memlx;rs, unskilled labourers and barrowcrs, who 
have l)een forceti into combination by want of employment, 
we find such organisations of braccianii ranging up to powerful 
societies like that of Ravenna, which hais lon^ ceased to respect 
the boundaries of its own province as a limit to its work, but 
sends its squads and Kosts of lalx>urers gaily across the country 
here, there, and everywhere, wherever employment may be 
foiuid to offer—accepting substantial contracts for the con
struction of works conn<'Otrd with waft*r, for the mprovc^ment 
of land anti for the reclamation of widi'strclrhcsof propirty.

Indml, organisations of this kind gcnrnilly <lo not continc 
thcnisflvos to enterprises in their own localities only. They 
combine among themselves to more or less powerful unions 
or federations, and thus .brigaded together rtnti themselves 
in a position to undertake large jobs. At the present time, 
to state one instance, in the province of Refugio Kmilia the 
construction of an entire railway, from Keggio to Ciano, has 
been given them in contract. In e.xecuting such works the men 
provide for the skilled suj)crvision and planning required by 
securing their own experts. In the same way braccianti are 
now carrying out great works of land reclamation in Sardinia 
and in the South. Among the land improvement works in
volving an e.xponditure of millions of lire, which are now in 
progress in the provinces of Mantua and Koggio, we find 
foremost among the contractors luidertaking such, societies 
of braccianti of those same two provinces. In the province 
of Ferrara and of Bologna other great works connected with 
water are likewise being carried out by societies of braccianti 
of those districts. And there is similar work going on in the 
provinces of Cremona, Piacenza, Parma, and Modena.

The utility of the societies of braccianti, judged from a 
co-operative jjoint of view, has not stoj) >ed there. Having 
been formed for their own })urjK>ses, they have by their 
existence and results served as a stimulus to the formation 
of similar societies among men of other employments. There 
is no work of construction in connection with water, or of 
damming in rivers, carried out, which does not necessitate the
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assistance of stonemasons, barrowers, carters and excavators 
of shinglo. These men likewise are called upon to exocute 
arduous and exhausting work, for which up to only a few 
years age they were paid at the miserable rate of 13J to 
22 i>encc ]>or day. The example set them by the braccianii 
ser\’ed them as a stimulus to organise in the same way, 
and accordingly new societies com|X)sed of men of these 
callings have been formed in various localities.

In the district of Cremona some years ago Co-operation 
was very active in this way among the diggers of shingle, 
and also among barrowers. Tliat district ii> watertKl by three 
great rivers, the Po, the Adda, and the Oglio, whose beds are 
rich in shingle, such as is required for road metal and material 
for dykes and railways. Accordingly it affords employment 
to a large numl>er of shingle diggers, who in n;any cases are 
also bargees. For the shingle has to be carried in barges to 
the sjx)t where it is to be employed. These men are accord
ingly called upon to provide and move the material necessary 
for the purpose. Their work is exceedingly fatiguing and 
wearing. And by its very nature they are comjx'lled to stand 
in the water for hours together, either digging the shingle or 
else carrying it into the barge. The barges proceed down 
the river carried by the current of the stream. Hut when 
they an* unloaded thesv same men have to low tlu'in back 
up stream, harnessing* themselves to their craft liki* bt̂ asts 
of draught. There used to be no regular hours fix«‘(l lor stuii 
work ; llie u)en were worked any length of time and as recom- 
])ense they received very poor wages indeed. The toll taken 
midway ujx)n the money which eventually paid for the shitigle 
was considerable, because Ix'tween the do])artment which 
ultimately dealt out the money and the lalwur which supplied 
the work, there stood several intermediaries who did not 
neglect to line their own jxx:kets.

Our shingle diggers resolved to do what they could to 
put a stop to this system of exploitation. Joining together 
with the carters and barrowers emj>loyed on the same work, 
they formed a co-operative society, which offered to take 
contracts directly from jmblic authorities. The exj>eriment 
began j)romisingly, various initial difficulties were successfully 
overcome, and the men earned more money. However, the 
reactionary wave which swej)t over Italy in 1898, with the 
help of an armed force carried the society away together with 
many others. And there the matter ended for the time.

However, labour societies of this kind, devoted specially 
to the execution of public works, are once more taking their 
proper place in the ranks of Italian co-operative societies and 
may be expected—even w’hile acting only singly, but very
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much more when acting collectively—to exercise a |>owerful 
infliiencc for good of at once*a moral, an economic and an 
industrial character upon the conditions regulating the 
existence of our population. Far more than has hitherto 
been done might be accomplished in the way of systematic 
employment of labour upon public works, if co-operative 
labour organisation were more freely called ujxin to exercise 
its pro}>er functions. Public bodies, the central power at the 
head of them, should address their offers directly to such 
co-oi>erative organisations and treat freely with them for the 
execution of public works, taking their financial position into 
consiileration and favouring them accordingly, as far as is 
jwssible, in resjHict of terms by guaranteeing them payment 
for the work done at short intervals. Italian legisl ition has 
already made provision for such arrangements ; however, 
much still remains %o be done in dis|X)sing public bodies to 
give effect to what legislation has with very good intentions 
authorised.

Similar co-o}>erativc labour societies have l>een formed 
among printers, joiners and cabinet makers, workers in 
marble ami (•(‘inent, mak*Ms of gold hwuling, even porters 
and glass worki-rs,* and otlnTs as well.

2. —L a n d  K k .v t in (; .Sociktiics of  A(;KicuLTt'KAi.

L a h o u k k k s .

Within the past few years some co-o|)erative societies 
of agricultural labourers havL Ix-en formed with the object 
of renting land to work in common. Our country is to a very 
great extent a country of large estates, the owners of which 
let out their land to small capitalists, who employ for its 
cultivation gangs of labourers who are miserably j)aid, even 
if the produce disiributed to them in kind in addition to small 
wages be taken into account. The rej>eated disturbances 
provoked by this state of things suggested to some of the 
Wtter instructed ami thinking heads among the labourers 
of the dass interested that on such ground Co-operation 
might provide a useful remedy, as applied both to labour and 
to the supj)ly of necessaries of life. Mere resistance, as by

• Under this head the Vetreria (ooptrativa operaia ftderalt of Lef^horn 
deserves special mention. This society was formed only in 1903 as a sequel 
to a strike. It has now five working establishments, viz., one each at Leghorn 
(San Jacopo), Imola, Sesto Calende, V̂ ietri sul Mare, and at Asti. It now 
nunit)ets ^>6 memlters and has a share capital of j^9,968. The balance sheet 
of 30th June, 1906, shows ;̂ 6̂.‘1,184 assets and liabilities, with
net profits earned. The f«mr first named branches (that of Asti was not yet 
in working order) are shown up to the same date to have turned out gl.-»ss Ixittles 
ti> the v.iliie of ;i7.‘},687. At the International Exhibition of Milan, in 1903, 
(his society was awarded a distinguished prize.
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a trade union, could not, so tlicy judged, |HTinanon11y im
prove conditions. The corttrast in the conflirtiiiR interests 
seemed too j>ronounced, and ro'̂ i'̂ tanre and strike’s could 
not help the labourer in his daily life. No doubt a trial of 
strength might result in a nionicnlary increase of wages. 
However, our men knew well enough that tlu' money gain 
so got would soon be absorbed by tiio higher jirices to be paid 
for necessaries of life. Aiid even an imj>rovcd wages tariff 
could not be maintained against the continued nibbling action 
which exjieriehce had shown was sure to follow on the part 
of employers, and which threatened to carry the little im
provement conceded away piecemeal.

Co-ojxrration, so they thought, was in a jxrsition to render 
larger and more enduring .services 1o the vast host of agricul
tural labourers concerned. It aj>jK!arcd to them to jxissess 
the jK)wer of mitigating the asperities of existence and making 
life easier for them. A large-minded landed jiroprietor in 
the province of Cremona, of the name of Giusej)pe Mori—he 
is now dead—a faithful follower of Mazzini, at a time when, 
in 1888, new agrarian riots were once more disturbing the 
peace of Lombardy and threatening agriculture with ruin, 
summonetl his labourers together and jirojKised to them that 
they should form a co-operative society and n'nt from him 
for ])ur|K)ses of cultivation part of his estate of ( ittadella. 
The advice was taken and the newly formed society entered 
into jxjssession of about 2r)0 acres of land with anij)le buildings 
and all the requisite live stock and inijilements loiuid. The 
exjH-rimtnt could not be carried far, for internal dissensions 
soon brought the society to its dissolution -not however, 
without establishing the j)roof that such action as had been 
pro]K)se(l was capable of execution and that it might Ik ; relied 
ujx)n, in the matter of living, to bring substatitial relief to 
those engaged in it, while it lasted, and might at the same 
time beneht the land on which the enterprise was carried out.

There are now quite a numl)er of co-operative land 
renting societies in existence.* The majority of them are

* It may I>e well to stale tlic results of seme of these co-o|>erntive under
takings. The Cooperativa d i lavoro tra g li agricoltori d i Rwoha U'Adiia, in 
the province of Cremona, numl>crcd on 11th March, 19U0, 14() mcmlwrs. 
Its share capital stood at alwut /CVH), its asicts amounted lo jC1,205, its 
liabilities to alwut/1,13U. Tlie net profits reali.sed were returned at aljout 
£S6. The Coof>eraliva agricola d i Ca/vtntanc, in the province of Bergamo, 
on 31st December, 1906, had 339 shares of ;^2 each in the hands of its mem
bers. The reserve fund already accumulate brought up the amount of its 
own money in the concern to about j^l,807. Its assets stood at >^8,931, its 
liabilities at /8,675, and the net profit realised was This societv
obtained Ihe Mst prize at the International Exhibition at Milan. In 1906 it 
set up a factory for preserving tomatoes, which will serve equally well for pre
serving other garden produce, such as peas, beans, and the like, thus getting 
ready surplus produce for the market.
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to be met with in the province of Reggio Emilia, and the 
co-operators of that province are bestirring themselves to 
extend the system. By the side of these labour societies, 
for land renting purposes, distributive societies are being 
systematically formed and pushed—to cheapen living to mem- 
tiers—and also productive societies.

3.—Casg del Popolo Campagnolo.

I now proceed to describe a different form of rural co
operative society, which for the present is still jxjculiar to 
Italy. It was at Massenzatico in the province of Reggio 
Emilia that in 1903 the first Ca$a del Popolo Campagnolo 
was crca(ed. Establishments of this kind ought to be set up 
in every locality. They are peculiarly adapted to render 
valuable and special servide to agricultural labourers.

The name and idea of the Case del Popolo came to us from 
Belgium, where the Matsons du Peuple have long been a 
valued institution among the working classes of towns, and 
arc found to render useful services. There does not yet 
appear to be profwr rrM)m for them in Kalian towns, but in a 
nuKHfn'(| and mhicod sha|K! they an* j^ra<lijally gaining a foot
ing in *)iir oMintry distrirts. Oiu' country labourers feel that 
they have lertain reasonable wants that ouglit to be satisfied. 
They want l)etter .itid cheaper food ; they want to be able to 
meet ocrasionally to discuss among themselves their common 
interests ; they want to meet also in order to labour in com
mon at their <>wn education, by means of which, once they 
are brought up to the proper stantlard, they hope to be 
admitted to their pro{)cr place among electors for ])olitical 
and local bodies ; they want to have clubrooms for educational 
lectures and occasional musical or dramatic {lerformances ; 
they want to learn to manage things, beginning with their 
own little society, so as to become gradually trained to more 
responsible administrative work, in j)rovident societies, for 
jK)or relief, in charitable institutions, and on public Ixxlies.

In the Case del Popolo they have discovered the institution 
which best responds to such wants. They have felt from the 
first, and they are now firmly persuaded, that Co-o})eration 
may, in its various applications, successfully transform the 
relations existing between producers and consumers and 
make it clear that for purposes of production it is not necessary 
that all the means which pay for labour should be massed to
gether in a few hands ; that, like the labour of the slave and 
of the serf, wage-})aid labour marks otily an intermediary 
stage on an onward course of evolution and is bound in due 
time to give place to free self employment by means of 
*' associated labour,”
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This belief is still spreading. The idea of Co-oppralion, 
having penetrated into our country districts, has made 
converts already even among farmers, who are forming 
societies to supply them collectively on more advantageous 
terms with seed, fertilisers, machinery and implements, and 
to enable them to churn their milk in common, to manufacture 
their own fertilisers, and to gather and to dry their cocoons.

■ The question of cocoons opens up a prospect for the employ
ment of Co-operation, about which I will say only a few words, 
lest I should be found trespassing ujwn ground marked out 
for some other reader of a paper. Co-oj)eration applied to 
cocoons, in my opinion, promises, if set in motion, not only 
to assure to the labourer engaged in sericulture a full return 
for his labour, but also to transform our silk industry from 
top to lx)ttom and improve iL, and to raise our Italian silk 
once more to the high level of suj^erior quality for which it 
was so long renowned. It has been made clear by experience 
that in the silk industry there is no longer any need for that 
rigidly diciplined employment of labour directed by middle
men (who could well be dispensed with), which has so long 
prevailed. By means of societies or sjmdicates formed 
among the growers—who may well purchase for themselves 
that ex|>ert advice and supervision which is of course indis- 
jxjnsablc—it may bo turned into a source of additional wealth 
W  our agricultural classes. *

But this by the way. I want, however, to insist uj)on 
the fact that Co-operation may render most valuable services 
in their daily life—which is my particular subject to-day— 
to artisans and labourers in the country, Ijccause its organisa
tions may be turned into real gymnasiums, so to call them, 
of social science, in which labourers may develop their brains 
as in other gymnasiums they develop their muscles ; in 
which collective interests may be counted upon to stimulate 
individual effort, in which the consciences of Working men 
may be formed and perfected.

Only, if this end is to be attained, it will be necessary 
that our Case del Popolo should be organised as genuine co
operative organisations, which projxjse to themselves the 
following objects: carefully to avoid the mistakes into which 
our small distributive societies have fallen ; to provide for 
the easy satisfaction of the daily wants of consumers, leading 
them on to improve their daily nourishment; to bind together 
a large number of consumers in bonds of brotherhood, so

*Our province of Cr«monA pOM«t»Vfi a ouffit^r of co>op*r«tiv« tlairitt. Among tb«M 
the best o f f a o i ^  and alto the iarcei^t U that of Soieniiia, which in 1906 turned d o  lats than 
1,000 Xon% of milk Into butler fur the bandit of mamberft.



that they may buy goods in large quantities, at correspond
ingly cheap prices, and to produce for themselves such 
goo^ as appear suited for the purpose in order by such 
means to put a stop to the trade in adulterated goods ; to watch 
over the educational progress of all labourers and of their 
children ; to promote co-operative spirit to the utmost of their 
ability, assistmg in the formation of new co-operative societies 
and more esjxicially co-oi>erative land renting societies ; to 
stimulate educational work by gathering together the children 
of labourers after regular school hours, or in seasons when 
special work keeps the parents an exceptional length of time 
in the fields, in suitabln places and under proper sui^ervision.

In my opinion rm il Case del Popolo should not be organ
ised as distinct, isoFatod bodies, each confining its work to 
its one parish only. They ought to be organised on a broad 
basis, for whole provinces, or at any rate districts, connected 
among themselves and comix>sing in their entirety a system 
qualified to carry ou^ the great work of social redemption 
which they are called uj>on to perform, alike in the province 
of distribution and in that of production, and lending a helping 
hand to the organisation of an exchange of goods.

For it deserves to l)c borne in mind that in our country 
districts the exchange of goods in kind, that is, barter, still 
occupies a large place. People currently pay in eggs, or flax, 
or fowls, rather than in money. In the province of Cremona, 
in which large quantities of eggs are produced, the Case del 
Popolo might very well, by means of a good distributive 
society established for the whole of the province, organise 
a service under which eggs might be collected every week, 
to be disposed of to similar societies elsewhere, rather than 
leave those eggs to find their way to their ultimate destination 
through the intricate maze of three or four toll-levying 
intermediaries. In other provinces other produce, peculiar 
to each locality, might be dealt with in the same way, for 
instance oil, garden produce, vegetables, etc., to be in due 
course exchanged for other articles wanted.

Co-operation, to my mind, would in this wpy succeed in 
assuring to the country labourer (as to some extent it already 
does to his brother in the town) the fuller enjoyment of the 
entire product of his own labour, and would at the same time 
perform the enlightening work of raising economically and 
intellectually an immense portion of the population which has 
up to the present time been neglected and abandoned to itself 
in a truly shameful manner. And once Co-operation will 
have succeeded in establishing in every village in this peculiarly 
agricultural country a Casa del Popolo, in which country 
labourers will be free to meet in order to talk over their affairs,
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from which they will obtain the articles requircil for the 
daily use of their families, in which they may receive a training 
for managing concerns such as jiroductive, distributive, and 
labour societies ; through which they may take part in a well 
regulated system of in ter-society barter—once Co-operation 
will have succeeded in creating such a network of new and life 
inspiring organisations, it will be able to glory in the fact that 
it has accomplished one of the greatest works of civilisation 
reserved for the present century.

I am quite aware that for work of this kind, so ambitious 
in its objects, mere faith and energy will not suffice. There 
must be means as well. Such means the labourers themselves, 
who are thereby to be benefited, should be the first to 
provide. They (fannot subscribe much, but they should 
subscribe regularly, so as to raise a share canital and attach 
the labouring class to their co-o))erative society. Beyond 
the limit of such contribution lies the task which it is reserved 
for our co-oj)erative banking institutions to discharge.

Now up to the present time it cannot be denied that our 
co-oj^erative banks have not done their full duty in making 
their own movement serviceable for the promotion of other 
iorms of Co-ojx?ration. Many a well conceived co-operative 
scheme it has j^roved imjx)ssible to carry into execution ; not 
a few such schemes, after having started, have subsecjucntly 
suffered shij)wreck, because of the want of financial supj)ort 
from the banks. Of course, no one exj>ec(s the batiks to 
embark on risky or dangerous vt'nlures winch are likfly to 
mean loss to themselves, Init banks have ani))le means at 
command for securing themselves against total or j>artialloss 
of advances, more particularly by insisting on their right of 
insj)ection. But it seems to me that, as a co-ojxjrative 
movement, the movement of co-operative banks Ixicomes 
untrue to its own declared purjxwe, when it neglects 
loyally to supjx>rt other c6-oj>erative institutions, whatever 
be their form, in their development, so long as they make 
it their object to improve the conditions of the working class. 
In Italy co-ojierative banking is in a ]X)sition to produce 
splendid balance sheets, such as capitalist banks might envy, 
but it cannot be said that it has done much in suj)jK>rt of 
co-operative labour societies. Were our co-o])crative banks 
to show themselves generally inspired by the same enlightened 
sentiment of “ solidarity ” which animates H.E. Signor Luzzatti 
—^who, by the way, is President of their union—co-operative 
Italy would have better things to show to its guests of the 
International Co-operative Miance than it actually has. 
Co-operative organisations for the benefit of the lal^urers 
of the soiIjWould have made giant strides forward and by the
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improved conditions of the agricultural labourers the whole 
country would have benefited.

However, what has not yet been accomplished on the 
part of our co-operative and savings banks, may at any rate 
be done in the future—let us hope that it will be done 
soon. The coupling of the seventh Congress of the Inter
national Co-o{icrative Alliance with the Congress of Italian 
People’s Banks—at which Signor Luzzatti’s proposal for the 
adoption of compulsory insi)ection of distributive, productive, 
and labour societies on behalf of the banking societies which 
supj)ly them with loan money has been discussed—may 
possibly facilitate an understanding, the benefits to be derived 
from wl .ch cannot be doubtful, and which assuredly would 
assist greatly to develo;* healthy and beneficent Co-ojieration 
in this Italy of ours.

SiG.soR G ariuotti : I shall try to summarise the paî er 
I have handed in, explaining the ideas contained in the 
motion pliiccd at the end of it. The motion which I submit 
is not in rontnuiiction to that proposed by M. Bertrand, 
whosr resolution is still more romjiroliensivo than the one 
I '■hall lay iu'fon* the ('oniniittee of the International Alliaiuo. 
I havf limited myself to summarising under six jirincipal 
headiuf^s the p-ajxT which I have drawn uj), drawing special 
attention to the position of Co-operation in Italy.

Italian Co-operation has not had the good fortune to 
attain the same development as in other countries, but it has 
already initiated a great work, and one which will lead to great 
victories if it be directed along certain lines, which we have 
been ad\ocating for Fome time past.

Thf.* first paragraph of the motion which I have sub
mitted declareii;—

1. “ That it is desirable that the proletariat, alike in town 
and country, aiming at a genuine improx ement of its condition, 
should be made to recognise the necessity of availing itself 
more and more of the convenient means which co-ojierative 
organisation offers for such purpose, attaching itself to co
operative societies, where such exist, and forming them 
vhere there are none, the focieties so formed to be well 
organised both as regards technical equipment and business
like management, to as to correspond to local needs in the 
several branches of production, distribution, and common 
labour.”

S ignor  L r z zA n i : I do not see anything to be astonished 
at ; 1 go even further ; I go as far as to foresee a labour 
bank note. As long as ideas are based on realities 1 am 
frightened at nothing.
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S ig n o r  G aribotti : The second paragraph of m y motion 
declares :— *

2. “ That, in order to Ix'the Ik'1 tor able to develop them
selves and to render the more valuable services, the co-opera
tive societies for common work which })rojx)se to themselves 
to undertake the execution of public contracts and the com
mon renting of land, also the formation of ‘ Case del P o jx jIo 

Campagnolo,’ (the lastnamed combining within themselves 
the benefits both of co-operative and of provident institutions) 
should be taught to regard themselves as organisations, 
formed with the special object of bringing about the economic 
and moral redemption of the agricultural proletariat.”

And here I will add a few words indisjxjnsable for the 
clear understanding of my ideas and for ensuring the adoj)tion 
of this part of my motion ; these words are : “ Always on 
condition that they do not act in opjk)sition to or inde]x;ndcntly 
of the whole movement ^or co-ojx?rative consumption.”

Experience has convinced us Italians of the great imjwrt- 
ance of labourers’ co-operative associations, if they can be 
developed by the joint efforts of all as the result of a common 
understanding between the several classes of workers. Exjx r̂i- 
ence has convinced us that one of the forms of co-ojx^rative 
organisation l)est suited to the neetls of country districts 
is that to which we have given the name of Kura! I’eoj>le’s 
House (Casa del Poi>olo Cumj)agnolo). Such institutions 
combine the functions of c o -o j m  rative stores, ro-ojKnative 
associations for j>roduction, and co-ojHMative labourers’ 
associations, and are also benefit societies, i)esides carrying 
on an educational work in the midst of the agricultural 
proletariat.

These modest institutions ought to become a new kind 
of Commune, and should exist in all rural centres. We should 
like to see all the forms of Co-oj>eration which arc advanta
geous to the working classes concentrated in these new and 
special institutions which should work for the improvement 
of the conditions of the agricultural population, side by side 
with the co-operative stores which should ensure the good 
quality of the food-stuffs, and gradually transform the style 
of food used in our rural districts where the jXJO])le are badly 
nourished on poor food which paves the way for disease and 
does not develop the vital energy required for manual labour, 
for the physical well-being of the workers, and for national 
wealth. We should also like to see these People's Houses 
contract for the execution of public works required by the 
local boards^ charitable institutions, and the central adminis
tration. They ought also to become centres where the 
children of the workers might gather together after school
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hours when they are otherwise left w ith o u t guidance or 

supervision. A nd  we also hope to  see o ther forms o f organisa

tion w hich can be of great use bo th  in  tow n a nd  country 

districts, grafted on to  these institu tions.

I was speaking yesterday with a delegate from Bologna 
who was telling me of the success of the co-operative institu
tions which he has founded among the railway workers. 
This also is a form of organisation which could be grafted on 
to the Peoj>le’s Houses. The labourers who are now at the 
mercy of the officials incapable of realising the imj)ortance 
of raising the status of this class of citizens, could easily avail 
themselves of such institutions in other centres, as they do 
at Bologna, and they will be able to find in co-oi)erative 
organisation their moral and economic salvation.

The third paragraph of my motion declares :—
3, “That a more complete and more efficacious community 

of aims and of interests should be established, as soon as 
fx)ssible, among co-oj)erative organisations, formed for the 
purposes of banking, distrilnition, common work, and pro
duction.”

This point is of sjH-cial interest to us lf;ili;ins. I learn 
with satisfaction from otir foreign colleagues that the credit 
problem is not so urgent for them as it is for us. In our 
country— I do not know whether owing to the conditions of 
our working classes—co-operative societies for consumption 
production, and labour, cannot develo]) as they ought to 
for lack of capital which prevents them from extending their 
sphere of action. This was noted by many of those who 
spoke on Wholesale Co-operation which cannot prosjier for 
lack of capital. This lack is felt all the more keenly as the 
poverty and inadequacy of the financial resources of the 
members of co-o{)erative organisations makes it imjierative 
that they obtain the constant help of the credit banks which 
exist side by siile with them. But these banks are often in 
doubt as to the imix)rtance and administrative value of 
co-operative societies and so fail to supply us with the fuel 
required to keep the co-ojierative machine going. VVe agree 
with the Hon, Luzzatti w'hen he insists on the need for in- 
sjiection of the People’s Banks by an institution created by 
a federation of the co-operative banks themselves. We 
should also like to see the credit banks organise the insjiection 
of the management of co-ojjerative societies for proiluction 
and consumption. The need of relying on the help of wealthy 
members should l)e done away with, and replaced by the credit 
afforded by the bank which would assure itself that the 
co-operative societies to which it gives its support are pro})erIy 
managed.
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The fourth paragraph j^cclares :—
4. “ That legislation in all conntries should be made to 

harmonise with the development that Co-ojieration is daily 
taking, and to favour its greater extension ; and that a greater 
disposition than lias hitherto lieen shown should be exhibited 
by those who apply the laws in force to give effect to the well 
meant provisions contained in those laws, in order that the 
intentions of the legislature may not be frustrated.”

The Italian laws already open a wide field for the develop
ment of co-operative associations of labourers, and the recent 
laws on the railways, and on the imj)rovemenl of the condition 
of the jirovince of Basilicata, contain clauses which allow 
of a great develojiment of the co-0|)erative labour movement 
and make it possible for the Government to provide work for 
many years to come to hundreds of thousands of men, and 
to ensure the satisfactory execution of works with greater 
certainty than is i>ossible in the case of contracts placed with 
contractors who only acquaint theniselves with the details 
of the work when they go to sign the contract.

I am most happy to note that for the first time the 
Ministry of Public Works, which is the Ministry most inter- 
osted in the develojiment of the ro-ojK!rative labour move
ment, has sent in a rejiort to the Congress in which it recognises 
the excellence of the work carried out l)y the co-ojxjrative 
associations of labourers, navvies, niasons, &c., and promises 
that the tenders made for contracts for jniblic works either 
by single co-o])erative societies or by federations of co-ojxTa- 
tive societies of laboun;rs, will In; taken into sjK'cial considera
tion by the Ministry in future.

We should like to see the fiscal authoriti<*s l>otli in Italy 
and abroad careful not to endanger the existence of our 
co-oj)erative organisations. We sliould like some relief, 
though we do not seek for sjxjcial privileges such as would 
give us unjust advantages inconsistent with the rights of 
others who compete for public contracts. But we should 
wi ;i the taxation not to be such as to annihilate or cramj) 
the jx)wer of development of our workers’ co-oj)erative 
societies.

My fifth paragraph declares :—
6. “ That all co-operative organisations should make it 

their study uniformly to apply the j)rinciple: of Co-oj>eration 
to their management with stem rigour, in order by such means 
to gain the confidence, indispensable to themselves, of institu
tions of credit and the sympathy of public and private 
bodies.”

This po in t is connected w ith  w hat I  said just now. W e 

m ust act in  such wise th a t our adm inistrative  and  technical
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organisation afford due security to the inspectors of the 
cr^it banks so that, reljring on the soundness of our manage
ment and the future prospects of our organisations they may 
supply them with ample means.

My sixth paragraph declares :—

6. “ That common action among the producing and the 
labouring classes of country districts, carried into all branches 
of their activity, cemented by means of uniting ties, has it in 
its power to bring about a salutary transformation of exchange 
of goods and to render the action of our International Co
operative Alliance powerful."

This point may be considered as included in the resolution 
submitted to the Congress and approved in favour of inter
national wholesale buying, but I wish to add a few words to 
those spoken by Herr Muller. This connecting up of the 
co-operative associations for production with the co-operative 
stores is absolutely necessary in order to allow of wholesale 
purchases and of direct production of many sta|?les, for we 
arc const.intly victimised not only by the big, l)»it also by 
tiie little trusts formed in our cities. I will conclude my re
marks by drawing your attention to a characteristic instance 
of this. Here in Cremona our Provincial Co-operative 
Society is no longer able to purchase a certain l>rand oi tunny- 
fish, a certain make of candles, a certain quality of stock-fish, 
l)ecause two or three persons on our market have formed a 
ring to monopolise these goods and force us to apply to their 
agents and to pay a higher price than the current one for 
these goods. The Mira candles now cost 160 lire instead 
of 142. And so on with the other articles.

In conclusion, considering that Co-operation is a jxjwerful 
instrument for economic redemption we wish to suiimit to 
this Congress our motion which can well be presented along 
with that of Monsieur Bertrand, and we express the hojxj that 
the work of the Committee on wholesale purchases may soon 
be accomplished to the advantage of all.

(Loud applause.)

S ignor  L uzzatti : I propose to call the meeting for 
2.30 instead of 3 this afternoon. A Dutch lady has travelled 
here on the express imderstanding that she would be able to 
read her report. I think that we are bound by international 
courtesy to keep our word with everyone, and more especially 
in the case of a lady. This debate will only last a few 
minutes, and so we shall be able to resume the discussion 
on the third item of our programme about 3 o’clock.



WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, 

SEPTEMBER 35th.

Mr. W. M a x w e l l , Chairman of the Alliance, in the chair.
The  Ch a irm an  : The first business is th? reading of a 

paper by Mme. Treub-Cornaz, President of the Dutch 
Women’s Co-operative Guild, on “ Women’s Part in the 
Co-operative Movement.” I appejil to you to give her a 
patient and careful hearing, to allow her time to read the 
whole of her paper, because she says she cannot possibly 
summarise it.

Mm e . Tr e u b -Cornaz  : Allow me to offer to the President, 
as also to the Congress, my best thanks for the kindness which 
has given me an opportunity of showing the j^art which 
women play in the co-operative movement. I will try not 
to abuse your patience or your kindness. As I cannot pre
tend to believe that all the members of the Confess have 
read my paj>er, which would be difficult to summarise, I shall 
be glad if you will allow me to read it in full as follows :—

Women’s Part in Co-operation.
Co-operation—at any rate <Jistributive Co-operation—is to 
such an extent an interest specifically of women, that it may 
appear a little surprising that a woman was not the first to 
devise it. Are we really to infer from this that the centuries 
of de])endence and submission, during which woman has 
^owed herself to be led passively by the stronger half of 
humanity, have extinguished in her all spirit of independent 
initiative ? One is almost forced to conclude this : and such 
a state of things might in itself account for the fact fhat the 
number of wotnen who have shown what may be called a 
creative mind in the matter of literature and art has remained 
so circumscribed.

The economic value of woman specifically in the province 
of Co-operation has been already so many times and so con
vincingly set forth that there is no need for me to insist once 
more upon this self-evident point. All co-operators, even those 
who are least in sympathy with the woman’s movement, are 
at one with regard to this. The good housewife, careful for 
her interest as such, ought in truth to be the very comer stone 
upon which the co-operative edifice is reared. Once such 
support is wanting, the structure, be it even the best organised 
co-operative society, is bound to collapse.

c l
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However, it is not enough for woman to be a good 
customer to her store, and faithfm to her society. Co-opera
tion has a wider signification for us women, as well as for men. 
We have better support to contribute, and also greater benefits 
to derive in return. And that is precisely w haf women’s 
le ^ e s  were formed to bring home to their members. Their 
object is to turn their members into good co-operators, 
co-oj>erators, that is, with large views, co-operators in the 
best sense of the word.

Our male friends in the co-operative camp do not alwa)^ 
appear to understand this. Some of them even watch the 
efforts which women arc making to achieve peaceful emanci
pation, the tendency apparent among them to take an active 
part in Co-operation, with an apprehensive eye. These are 
the men who still regard the legitimate province of woman’s 
activity as bounded by*the four walls of her home, and attri
bute to her the one only duty of exerting herself for the 
well-being of her family. To their mind the feminine ideal 
may still be summed up in these words : “ And Sarah was 
subjcct to her husband and called him lonl,” or else in the 
picture of the virtuous woman who spun th<? flax aixl wove 
the wool. These arc thcco-ojxiratorsof the “ Old Tf‘->tanu‘nt.‘’ 
Their view is with them an article of faith. And about 
articles of faith there is no disputing. We must trust to 
Co-o|)eration to enlighten these men.

Other co-operators, again, nourish rather advanced 
opinions on the jx)int, and although some of them indeed 
look askance at associations of women, the reason for this is 
that they do not desire barriers longer upheld between the 
two sexes on social ground. Holding humanity to be nothing 
but one large family, they consider the interests of one half 
of it to be identical with the interests of the other half; they 
would have no divisions between the two, but see men and 
women alike enjoying equal rights and be subject to equal 
duties and, once that is brought about, they ask, for what 
purpose are special leagues of women necessary ?

These men, once more, appear to me to err from the 
right path, in this that they simply overshoot the mark. 
Perfect quality  between men and women, it appears to 
me, is neither possible nor would it be desirable, supposing 
that it were possible. Women being differently formed and 
constituted from men, must be expected at all times to have 
interests of their own. And for this reason it will always 
be well that there should be special societies of women, 
as, on the other hand, it is also desirable that there should 
be special societies of men. Indeed, the doughty cham
pions of our women’s rights appear to me altogether to
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overlook the fact that there is not yet equality between 
men and women establislied in the eyes of the law, 
nor yet, apart from the law, in the judgment of public oj^inion 
and under the sway of existing habits and customs. Allowing 
for some* few exceptions, aher twenty centuries of ever 
advancing civilisation and Christianity, W’oman is still as a 
rule treated as in a state of tutelage, and as incapable of 
acting and judging for herself. Oh ! I admit that there 
are some women who know very well how to revenge them
selves for this ! But that does not mend matters. And, in 
truth, we still have a long distance to travel, a trying march 
to pursue, before we women shall be able to say that we find 
ourselves on a common j)lalform with our brothers and hus
bands. We have an arduous task of devclojiment and. above 
all, of intellectual education, before us; and it is for the 
accomplishment of this end, above all things, that women's 
associations are at present desirable, and even indispensable. 
The familiar proverb says : help yourself and God will help 
you! We are acting ujx)n this principle. The bravest 
amongst us take the initiative and clear the road for a general 
advance, not with a view to engaging in a struggle with our 
masters of yesterday. Far from it, we are looking to them 
for supjxjrt. For the joint efforts of equal and equal, of two 
distinct ty|)es of gifts and jx)wers, differing in character, 
but not inferior the one to the other, jiromise to j)rov(' more 
successful and fruitful of good than separate action. Once the 
distinction now still jirevailing on social and economic grotnid 
comes to Ix; swej)t away, the oft-taught principle " to every 
one according to his caj)acity, and to each capacity according 
to its work ” is bound to become a reality, as applyuig not 
only to the menibers of the proletariat but also to women; 
and once both man and woman find themselves called upon 
to fulfil the ]iarticular task for which each of them Is best 
fitted, the necessity of distinct women’s societieb—on economic 
ground—will have disappeai 1.

The task then, which, according to what has been said, 
women's leagues for Co-operation have set themselves, is 
that of educating their members uj> to the proj>er j)oint. 
They own it to be. Their declared object is to make of those 
women good, enlightened co-operators, and to prepare them for 
active co-operative work among themselves, carried on for the 
good of all. A co-operative distributive society may be com
pared to a large family, in which all its members fmd themselves 
united by a bond of common interest ofr" one for all and all 
for one. Then does not the expert and judicious housewife 
appear specially marked out lor taking an active part in the 
direction and a.dnunistration of such co-operative household ?

171



Is not the provident mother of a family, attentively watchful 
over even the smallest wants of those committed to her charge, 
likely to prove much better fitted than any one else to watch 
also over the interests, common or distinct, of thê  members 
of such little republic ? Accustomed as she is to provide 
for the material and moral well-being of those who form her 
own domestic circle, is she not likely to take thouq:ht with 
the same care and discrimination for the well-being of those 
who com|x)se the co-o|ierative society? She may, I think, 
he trusted to suggest useful new services, or new measures 
to initiate, and to see such judiciously carried through.

Lastly, I should like to see woman vindicating the true 
ethical idea in the qp-operative sphere, guarding the sacred 
fire, constituting herself the very heart and soul of co-opera
tive institutions, and carrying into the world at large the 
experience obtained in Co-oj)eration. I should wish to see 
Co-0|)eration made the foundation u}X>n which woman 
may obtain the firm foothold needed for carrying further 
the struggle for her rights, aye, and for the jx)ssibility 
of discharging all her l)ccoming duties to society. Hence, 
if co-ojHTative women also struggle for the ix)litical vote, 
if they claim to he allowed to take their pro|)er part in the 
management of the great social household of the nation, that 
is not from vain glory, it is not because they flatter them
selves that they represent a higher value to society than 
men, but because they know that they represent a value 
equal in worth hut distinct in kind, and equally necessary 
for the world’s welfare. Men and women alike, taken by 
ourselves, we represent something incomplete. It is only 
when we come to supplement one another, bringing the 
two types of different qualifications into harmonious action, 
that we approach j^erfection. A woman of sujjerior culture 
must still remain woman—feminine, not “ feministe ”—and 
so doing we may exjiect that she will carry into the concert of 
the social world that harmony the want of which still so often 
makes public notes jangle.

It is not to be at all apj)rehended that really suj)erior 
women will ever neglect their duties as women, duties 
inherent in their very nature, merely to become more active 
outside. For all of us, whatever we are, the golden rule laid 
down by Kingsley will ever hold good : “ Do the duty that 
lies nearest to thee.” However, since Providence ap{>ears in 
so many instances to have acted with blindness in leaving so 
many women—and among them in many instances those 
naturally best endowed—without " hearth of their own, or 
husband or children,” are their jx)wers and talents neces
sarily to be allowed to run unprofitably to waste ? The
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instincts of love, devotion, above all of maternal care 
for others, springing from thf innermost depths of feminine 
being, as jets of living water, forced back ujx)n themselves 
they threaten to become turned into slow jX)ison. Block up 
the passage of a river, and you will infallibly find it dij^ging 
for itself k fresh channel through which to jwur its fertilising 
waters on new ground ! And has not socicty at large everything 
to gain from woman’s judicious employment of her sj>lendid 
natural gifts, which idleness, and the absence of o])jx)rtunities 
for being put to good use, necessarily condemn to useless waste? 
Her woman’s instinct, her innate leaning to the discharge 
of a mother’s duties, may surely be trusted to disjx»se her to 
select such sphere of activity as best accords with her gifts 
and to devote herself to it conscientiously. Oh ! If our 
institution', had nothing to gain from woman’s collaboration, 
the struggle would not be worth while. However, we co
operative women Believe steadfastly in the influence for good 
of a woman who can discern her ogling. That influence will 
be found purifying and elevating; it will j)romj)t just and 
^uitable laws, regard for others and resi>ect for oneself, 
in the j)lace of the easy morality which is now still so firmly 
rooted in our habits.

Such is the ideal which our co-ojx‘rative wonu n’s guilds 
jirojxjse to themselves. How far have we advanced on the 
way to its realisation ?

On this jKjint I shall have to si>cak with some reserve, 
for I shall have to confess that njy information on what 
actually exists is not fully complete. Some of the ('o-oju-ra- 
tors concerned, to whoni I have addressed entjuiries, have 
kindly answered them fully enough, but others have kej)t 
silence, giving proof thereby, I fear, of some little lack of 
interest in the cause. Do they perhaps l«long to the Co- 
opeiators of the “ Old Testament ” ? Let us hoj)c not. In 
any case I am not going to pronounce judgment against 
them, but I h o j^  that they will come forward to fill thcm> 
selves the gaps in my relation which th' i silence has com 

pelled me to leave; and that they will be able to do it 
brilliantly.

In respect of imiwrtance and also of seniority the fore
most place among women’s leagues belongs of right to the 
Women’s Guild of England, powerful and majestic as it has 
grown to be. Scotland and Ireland have likewise their own 
Women’s Guild, organised like the English. It is now 
being divided into two, one for each country; and the Irish 
will be helped upon its way by a grant of £15 voted to it by 
the Co-operative Union. Next, at a long interval, follows our 
own little League of the Netherlands, which is scarcely very



firm yet upon its legs, but is none the less vigorous and in good 
health. A French league, notwithstanding the loving care 
bestowed upon it at its birth, has succumbed, as one may say, 
stillborn. There is, I am told, another Women’s League m 
Sweden, having twenty branches. I am advised that there are 
1,(XX) members ; but I cannot say whether these branches are 
independent organisations or only sections of other co-opera
tive societies. Since I have received no reply to my 
inquiry I am not in a })osi(ion to give any positive information 
about it. I am bound to assume that in other countries in 
which Co-0|M‘ration plays an active part, such as Germany, 
Denmark, Italy, Switzerland, and above all in Belgiiun, women 
are loyal customers to their stores, and that they have learnt 
to imderstand the benefits which their co-o|)erative society 
sccurcs to them. However, it is much to be feared that their 
interest in Co-ojX!ration docs not extend much beyond that 
point. In truth I have met women of this sort who, while 
avowing themselves, no doubt sincerely enough, fervent co- 
ojH r̂ators, have given no proof whatever of understanding 
the nu*at>ing of the term. " Co-ojH*ration,” they saiil, 
” Why that the st^re, wli(;re you ran buy and
get part of yom iiioni'y back." fhat, I ai)pri>hcn(l, was 
not preciM-ly the nuMiiing that the l'2(iuital)!o I’ioneers of 
Korlidnle attached to the word.

In Helgiuni Co-operation is designed to ser\c a political 
purjx)se. And if women there are loyal customers to their 
societies, the reason to a great extent is, that they look u|X)ii 
their stores as part and parcel of their party organisation. 
Beyond this, they no doubt appreciate the material advan
tages which Co-operation confers, the confinement benefit, 
the sick relief, etc. In some of the Belgian societies they are 
even eligible on the committee of management, and actually 
take part in the management. But they d«) not appear to 
trouble themselves much about propaganda. The woman’s 
journal, La I'cmmc SocialisU-, does not ever even so much as 
mention the subject of Co-oj)eration.

In Germany marrieii women have not only a recognised 
right to join co-oj>erative societies as meml)ers—which is not 
the case in all other countries—but when the husband is in 
a jx)sition of dei>endence and his superior will not allow him 
to join the society his wife will become ujember in his 
place. In some few places also, women have formed 
propagandist committees, with the object of gaining 
recruits for Co-oj>eration. Six German societies have placed 
women members upon their committees of management. 
Germany also rejoices in the jKJSsession of a fortnightly co
operative newspaper for women, viz., Dus Frauengenossen-
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schaftsblatt, which has a circulation of 167,000 copies. How
ever, it is not really a woman's paper, for it was founded by 
the male secretary of the union and is not edited by women. 
Moreover, this newspaper is about to become a mere poj>ular 
co-operative organ.

In Finla.nd, Madame Hedwig Gebhard, one of the nineteen 
women who have recently been elected to Parliament—where 
she now sits by the side of her husband, likewise a member— 
writes to us that the “ Finnish women, since they are from 
henceforth to enjoy precisely the same rights as men in their 
co-operative societies, just as in politics, do not see the necessity 
of forming distinct women’s societies.” I need not add that 
women are under the circumstances equally eligible with 
men to all offices and ix>sitions in the societies. Just in pass
ing I should like to observe that the new women mcmlxjrs 
of Parliament in ‘Finland have of their own accord gone 
through a preparatory course of training for their duties in 
Parliament, giving proof thereby of the seriousness with 
which they regard their new responsibilities.

In Itdy  there are one or two co-operative societies 
of women. But they are not ]iropagandlst leagues, 
devoting themselves to education, but simj)ly ordinary 
iroductivc societies of dressmakers, embroiderers and the 
ike, such as are well-known elsewhere. For my present 
pur}X)se I have not to consider tliesc societies.

But how is it, I should like to ask the co-ojK*rators 
of Switzerland, that in their country, which is also mine, 
there is no distinct organisation whatever of women ro- 
oj^erators ? There is a column in their j>ajH!r j)ul)lis]ied in 
French, /-a Coopiration, allotted to women's chat under the 
title, " Le coin des dames.” But I hear that even that 
modest tribute to femininity is to lie done away with.

Since the British " Women’s Guild ” at present is, and 
probably will remain, the model on which all similar 
organisations elsewhere are moulded, I will in the 
first place endeavour to explain how it is constitutor and 
what it does. That task accomplished, I will go on to add 
a few words about the kindred work done in Holland.

Formed in 1883, the British Women’s Guild has now 
risen to a place of undoubted imjwrtance, numbering in its 
ranks no fewer than about 23,000 members, grouj>ed in 
450 branches. During the twenty-four years of its existence 
it has given proof of truly admirable activity.

The Women’s Guild has become a lea^ng feature, a 
recognised element of strength in the co-operative movement 
of Great Britain. It has secured for itself the respect and 
regard of men co-operators, who have many and many a time
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gladly testified their hearty appreciation of the excellent 
work, the highly useful services which these women co- 
operators have rendered. It also deserves to be mentioned 
that the Women's Guild has invariably been met with great 
willingness and readiness to further its work by co-operative 
societies, which have thereby greatly assisted it in extending 
its influence, and above all in forming new branches.

Wherever there is a ro-operative store established, the 
Women’s Guild finds the material ready to its hand which it 
requires to work upon, for its work is to unite women who 
are co-operators in an organisation formed to promote educa
tion. As a rule the society will gladly place a room for meeting 
in at the women’s disposal. In concert with delegates from the 
central committee or else with some individual propagandist, 
it will next arrange an evening meeting at which the founda
tion is as a rule laid for* the formation of a new branch. I 
state this chiefly as something worthy of imitation.

By means of courses of lectures, of meetings, of popular 
pamphlets written for the special purpose by the best informed 
among its members, the Women's Guild has, in the first place, 
stmlied to dcvolo|) among the women whom it brings together, 
the qualities which go to make good and loyal co-o|)crators ; 
after that it proceeds to instruct such women on social, 
industrial, or jx)litical topics, in a word, it endeavours to 
bring about rational, pacific and normal evolution in women. 
Every year in June the Women’s Guild holds its Congress, 
at which it discusses some important question of 
social or co-operative interest, which question has been 
previously carefully considered at sectional gatherings. 
Those who have, like myself, been fortunate enough to attend 
meetings of this sort, cannot fail to have been struck with 
the order and quiet which prevail at them, and also with the 
sobriety and objectivity displayed in the discussions engaged 
in. Simple working women express themselves with a 
lucidity and ease which are often remarkable. The 
excellent organisation of these gatherings, their admirable 
tone and the manner in which the questions brought forward 
are dealt with, might well serv'e as a model not only for 
similar women’s organisations in other countries, but for 
congresses in general.

From the time of its formation the Women’s Guild has 
set its face resolutely against “ Sweating,” and it has steadily 
pressed upon co-o{)erative societies the duty of procuring 
their goods only from such other societies, or, if they must 
go outside the co-operative circle, from such other establish
ments, in which fully equitable conditions of labour prevail.
In 1896 the Guild instituted a formal enquiry into the hours
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of employment observed, the wages paid, and above all 
the way in which women workers are treated, in 
co-operative workshops. That inquiry has proved instru
mental in bringing about a very wholesome and notable 
change ii^the conditions of emplojmient in co-operative 
societies, '^eing strongly imbued with the spirit of the 
Rochdale Pioneers, the Women’s Guild has also engaged 
in a vigorous campaign against shop credit^ It has inquired 
into the means available for bringing the benefits of Co
operation within the reach of the very poorest. And nothing 
can, in my opinion, exceed in touching interest, among all 
incidents in the history of Co-operation, the truly noble 
work that they have achieved in Sunderland.

Inside the co-operative movement the aim which the 
Women’s Guild pursues is not to secure for its members a 
distinct representation, but to make them all capable of taking 
their projjer pla^e in the movement by the side of men, on 
a footing of full equality. In this it may be assumed that 
the Guild has already to a considerable degree succeeded, 
seeing that some of its members fill some of the highest j)laces 
in the hierarchy of the movement.

The labour policy pursued by the Women’s Guild consists 
in their systematically giving their support to projxjsed 
legislation which favours the interests of the working classes 
in resi)ect of sanitary, moral and social conditions, and in 
opjx)sing all measures which apj>car to prejudice their interest. 
Nevertheless, inasmuch as the efforts which the Women’s 
Guild may make in this direction cannot be fully effective 
until women obtain the vote, and even become eligible for 
Parliament, the Guild labours unwearyingly for the conquest 
of full political rights for women, less with the object of 
acquiring such rights for their own sake, than as a means of 
obtaining direct influence upon the course of legislation.

The limits set me for my paper do not permit me to 
describe the ideal which the Women’s Guild has proposed to 
itself and the means by which it is seeking to attain it other
wise than in mere general outline. Whoever wishes for more 
detail may easily obtain such by asking British delegates for 
it. But I should like to add that the signal success of 
the British League is in a very large measure due to the 
devoted and unceasing work of its secretary, Miss Llewellyn 
Davies, who is in truth the soul of the movement, and who 
is happily well supported by an 61ite of intelligent and culti
vated women.

And now a few last words on the Women's Guild in 
Holland, which was formed in 1900 on the line& of the British 
Women’s Guild, its powerful elder sister.
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In what has become my adopted country circumstances 
are unfortunately much less favourable to such action as is 
here described than in Great Britain. Whereas in England the 
Women’s Guild found women co-operators ready to its hand, 
whom it only needed to group together, at Amsterdam such 
beings would scarcely have been found even by Diogenes 
with his lantern. Accordingly the first work which the 
founder of the league had to set herself to accomplish 
was to grouj) working women, in order to turn them 
into co-operators. Has she succeeded in this ? Only to 
a very small extent, it must be owned. The little 
union, which started with thirty members, has grown 

only slowly. At Amsterdam it does not yet number 
more than a round hundred, and I could not honestly retend 
that all thf'se are really co-operators in fact. But 1 ought 
to add that in the  ̂Dutch capital there is not yet 
any neutral co-operative store in existence; and the 
members of our little “ Vrouwenbond " are still too few in 
number, and moreover too much scattered in respect of 
habitation, to start a store of their own. There is a socialist 
co-oporativo store, inilrcd, at which some of our women deal. 
Hut the socialist women somehow will not join us. There is 
a j)K)spect of bcflcr tilings, for we have a neutral co-ojxnative 
bakery, which at our request has agreed to add a grocery 
dej)artnicnt to the fust branch depot which it may establish. 
We have even better promise. For a number of our members 
j)rojiose to make arrangements for bujnng their fuel and 
sonic; necessary winter provisions in common and are now 
collecting money for the purpose, saving so much per week 
since last spring.

In the first years of its existence our Women’s League 
was at great pains to establish a co-operative laundry. Un
fortunately our efforts have led to no result, owing to the 
considerable cost of the undertaking.

The experience gained at Amsterdam affords fresh 
jiroof of the truth of the old saw that an ounce of practice 
is worth any amount of even the most convincing theory. 
Co-operation should be the foundation of our woman’s 
('luild, not its coping stone. It is useless to sing the praises 
of a system which our people have not yet tasted, 
and the Dutch people are by nature disposed to be 
sceptical and distrustful. On the other hand, it does 
not mean that all our efforts have ended in smoke. For 
our members attenti the fortnightly gatherings assiduously 
enough, and on such occasions our committee is careful to 
have selected subjects discussed which interest them and the 
discussion of which j)romises to benefit them, subjects chosen
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alternately from such a^ concern Co-operation or else 
domestic economy and the home. By means of such dis
cussions our members certainly acquire some practical know
ledge, which stands them in good stead in their little circle 
or their own family. Beyond that, although the seed sown 
in soil of the Dutch character germinates only slowly, 
nevertheless it does germinate. No soil is so abso
lutely arid that jjersistent effort and patience will not 
bring forth something. The faith which moves mountains 
has performed miracles much greater than this.

At the Hague a section of our Women’s League, formed in 
1902, made a most promising start and, thanks to its initiative, 
a po]>ular co-oj)erative laundry was estalJished in the town. 
The obstacles in the way of its success w'cre foimd herf to be 
less formidable thjn at Amsterdam, because, among other 
things, build’ng land was chea})er. Unfortunately, the 
founder and first president of the section had to leave the 
town not long after, and faith in the cause appears to have 
departed with her. In any case the vigorous growth of the 
first period has been succeeded by mere drowsy vegetation, 
which, we know, lies not far off from atroj)hy. It must 
be said, however, that unlike what was done at Amsterdam, 
where all the members of the league were recruitcd from the 
working classes, at the Hague it was rather women of the 
humbler middle class who contributed the membership of the 
.section. A*mong such jwojile there is a great desire for divi
dend aj)])arent in the jnirsuit of ('o-ojH‘ralion. but v<'ry nuich 
less zeal for social evolution. Tlû  members in Irutii soon 
apjHjared to lose interest in the advantages which the Women’s 
League offered to them. Regular gatherings grew less fre
quent and came to be less attended. Nevertheless, recently 
an attemj)t at reorganisation has proved a success, and things 
now look brighter.

In one resj>ect the Hague is under this as]>ect better off 
than Amsterdam, for it owns a flourishing working men’s 
co-operative distributive society, which is neutral in jx)litics, 
that is, the “ Volharding.” Unfortunately, the women 
members of the “ Volharding ” have shown no inclination to 
join the League. Our endeavour now should be to induce them 
to do so. On one occasion we held a j)roj)agandist evening 
meeting for their benefit, which resulted in a fair success. About 
fifty women actually applied for membership. And it is on 
this reinforcement that the Hague section has now founded 
its hopes, buckling afresh to its work. The section 
app^rs, indeed, now to be bent u}X)n redeeming lost time, 
for its programme has become exceedingly ambitious. Its 
members would set all the world right at a single stroke.
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Fortunately, the committee has been reconstituted at the 
same time that the section wa^ reorganised, and there are 
heads in authority wise enough to discern the folly of under
taking too much at a time. The committee is concentrating 
its efforts in the first place upon providing confinement benefits 
for members.

Two years ago we made an attempt to form another 
section of the League at Haarlem, where Co-operation for 
housing j)urposes is prosj)crous. There was no want of interest 
shown. Nevertheless, after two winters of persevering efforts, 
we found ourselves compelled to give up the attempt, which 
seemed all the less promising as there was not a single culti
vated woman to be found inspired with sufficient good will 
to make herself rcsix>nsibie for the lea. I. That is one of the 
great difficulties that we have to struggle with iji Holland. 
The working women are not yet sufficiently ripe for organising 
themselves, anti the women who have the requisite education 
are indifferent. Only three or four have been found who 
evince ;uiy interest at a ll; and they cannot give up sufficient 
tinur to do all that is needed. They are the only ones to direct 
the niovi'tnent and to edit the little sheet of the Women’s 
League which tin; Dutch Co-operative riiion very kindly has 
undertaken to print and to issue conteiujKmuieously with its 
own organ the Maaudbiad. The Dutch Co-oj)orativc Union, 
Ixjyond that, assists our movement with a grant of HO Horins, 
which money we have apj)Iied to the holding of propagandist 
evening meetings.

I cannot well go into the subject of the organisation and 
the work of our League at length. Those who take an interest 
in the matter will tind ample particulars given in a paper 
which I contributed to the last Congress of the Alliance.
I will only add that we shall be happy to place the results of 
our exi)erience at the service of any one whom they may 
interest.

To sum up, the results obtained, more specifically in 
England, may be taken to prove ;

Tliat there are good grounds for forming Women’s Guilds 
in the co-0{x?rative movement. Such guilds have proved most 
valuable auxiliaries in the onward march of Co-operation. 
So long as the guilds remain true to their ideal they are bound 
to improve the standard value of the movement. Women’s 
leagues constitute a pacific and practical means of evolution 
for women. They may be said to form a sort of preparatory 
school for the social life which woman is called upon to live 
in the future according to her faculties and so far as her 
natural disjK)sition permits.
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It is, then, desirable that co-opcrators should 
encourage and supjiort such associations, which may 
prove of great utility; that they should urge their own 
women folk to form them and to give them the l^enefit of 
their experience for their guidance. It is equally desirable 
that women of higher culture should ]ilace their knowledge 
at the disposal of their less well endowed sisters and 
lead them on the upward but perilous path to eman
cipation, on which many have already gone astray. That 
will be better than mere philanthropic dilettantism. The 
results are likely to prove more substantial and also more 
lasting. It is desirable, in conclusion, that we all, men and 
w’omen alike, should labour together, hand in hand, each 
within the limits of his or her ability, for the advance of the 
reign of Co-operation, which is called ujx)n to transform the 
economic world, and to carry peace into the feverish struggle 
for existence now raging, and which, after uniting individuals, 
may be trusted in due course also to link together nations, 
under the sway of peace and of common prosjierity. Co
operation it is which seems destined to bring about " Peace 
on earth and Goodwill towards men.”
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The C hairm an : The Central Committoe moves the 
following resolution :—

“ Thai the action of women, organised in NN'omcn’s 
Guilds, and adopting the aims by tlie pursuit of which 
the Women's Co-o]ierative Guild of England has shown 
that most valuable .services may l>e rendered to Co-ojwra- 
tion for the benefit of the |X)orer classes, is to be welcomed 
and heartily encouraged, with a view to the organisation 
of Women’s Co-o}>erative Guilds of the same ty]ie in 
every country.”

M rs . H odgett  (English Women's Co-operative Guild): 
I should like to emphasise one or two jwints in the pa}>cr, 
and to show the part that co-ojHTative women are taking 
in this movement, esjxjcially the part taken by the Women's 
Guild. The members of the Guild are sj>ecially trained. 
As buyers we are most particular to see that our goods are 
produced under good conditions. We do propaganda work 
in our own neighbourhoods, and beyond that, there are 
thousands of women shareholders in their own right, taking 
an active part in the movement, influencing the policy of the 
various societies, and taking part as members of management 
committiees. It has been said that some of these women 
are as ^ood men as any on the committee. (Applause.)
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The part taken by women is also shown in our winter pro
gramme. We deal with credit, the wages of women em
ployees, the condition of the poor and how to help them, the 
collective use of profits, and medical aid. Just as we try to 
make our individual societies progressive, so the united 
Guild aims at effecting this in the country as a whole. The 
voice of a woman is heard supporting the rights of women, 
the suffrage, and equal representation. The Women’s Co
operative Guild recently joined in a deputation to the Prime 
Minister on the question of the suffrage. Many of our women 
are taking part in the administration of the Poor Law, and 
we are an.xious to co-oj>erate with the men in all that will 
work for the good of tli- people. I hope, as a iresult of this 
question being brought before this Congress, that there may 
be similar Guilds formed in every country where it is possible. 
The latest Guild formed is in Sweden, with thirty-three 
branches, and over 1 ,(KK) women members. I hope it will 
not be long before wc have an international congress of co- 
0|H!rative women. (Applause.)

Mrs. B u ry  (Enfjlish Women’s Co-oi>erative Guild): I 
am luMc from th»̂  English Women’s Co-o[x;rative Guild to try 
and intcn;st the wom(;n i*f other nationalities in our sjxicifi- 
cally women’s work for the co-o})erative movement. First, 
we have an economic value which could not possibly be 
desj)iscd, for without the women the co-oj>erative movement, 
so far as distribution is concerned, would not do much. 
(Applause.) Therefore, it is to the advantage of the move
ment to encourage its women as much as jx)ssible to take a 
legitimate part in all its work. We have also a propagandist 
value that is not to be overlooked. We can do much in the 
way of propaganda, esjx:cially among the women, and the 
women are the supporters of the movement. From these 
two stand{X)ints every society would gain an advantage. 
The Guild for over twenty years has t>een educating its co
operative women, and we think we have now arrived at the 
age of maturity and arc quite fitted to take our place in the 
ranks and do all we can to help on the movement. What 
English women have done, we want you in other countries 
to do also. We educate our women co-operatively and 
socially, and at the same time believe in the poHtical freedom 
of women. In the evolution of woman, we think that if the 
knowledge she gains individually be brought to bear collec
tively in the co-operative movement, that movement must 
be richer by the use of this talent and ability than it would 
be without it. We claim only equal opportimity. (Hear, 
hear.) We don’t want to compete with the men, either in 
the movement or in the nation, but we wish to complete the
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round, give both sides of th« question, and work together 
in the common cause of humanity- The only limitation 
must be the limitation of ability. I hope you will organise 
your women-kind, and start branches of the Guild in your 
various countries.

M iss E d it h  B r a d l e y  (late Warden of the Lady Warwick 
Agricultural College): The concluding paragraj^h of Madame 
Treub-Comaz’s paper provides me with a text for my sjieech. 
She says “ it is equally desirable that women of higher culture 
should place their knowledge at the disposal of their less well 
endowed sisters, and lead them on the upward path to eman
cipation, on which many have already gone astray. That will 
prove worth more in practical effect than mere philanthropic 
dilettantism. The results are likely to prove more substantial 
and also more lasting.” This principle, I venture to affirm, 
has been that which has guided my work for Women and 
Agriculture for the last ten years.

It was my pleasure and privilege ten years ago—in 1898 
—to initiate for the Countess of Warwick, the Agricultural 
Scheme for Women. It consisted of three parts, each part 
complete in itself, but requiring a happy combination of the 
three to complete the whole. The beginning, or first part, 
was the necessary training in the lighter branches of Agri
culture, which would enable women of higher cullurc to adopt 
agriculture as a profession by which they could make a liveli
hood.

The students having received their training, would 
naturally require the supjwrt of a certain section of the 
public to give them employment whereby they Could gain 
experience before embarking on farms or gardens of their 
own. Therefore, it was necessary to form an Association of 
men and women interested in the new departure which the 
scheme represented. This was the second part of the scheme. 
The necessity' of a Registry for Employed and Employers 
was soon obvious, and this naturally helped to complete the 
outline of work, carried on in the second section of the 
scheme.

By a very simple process of evolution, it would follow 
that among an aggregation of women of varied ages, of varied 
substance, and of varied ambitions, there would be some 
who would want to start for themselves in the particular 
branch of Agriculture in which they had been trained, as soon 
as that training was complete, Many students have followed 
this natural sequence—have acquired their own farms and 
gardens, and have worked them successfully, but there are 
many more who from ; various causes, such as a natural 
timidity to embark on responsibilities alone, a shortness of
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capita], or other reasons, have hesitated, or indeed, abandoned 
the idea of starting for themselves.

It is for such as these that the third and last section of 
the scheme was planned. It is this section, the formation 
of a Small Holdings Settlement on Co-operative principles, 
which is yet awaiting its evolution. That such an organisa
tion is not yet in existence, argues no unnatural adjournment 
in the realisation of the ideal, but rather the natural and 
healthy growth of the whole movement.

Leaving the Settlement alone for a moment, let us see, 
as an International Congress, where this movement connecting 
Women and Agriculture stands in other countries.

La year, when I was in Rome, I was impressed by the 
great interest taken ia  the subject. It is true that no definite 
steps had been taken, so far as I could ascertain, to establish 
any sort of college, or training school for women, but there 
were many highly cultured men and women in favour of this 
being done. Near Milan, Miss Aurelia Josz had established 
at Nigiiard.i—an old palace, part of which had been placed 
at her disposal—classrs for instructing young Italian girls 
of the middle class, daughters of shopkeejxirs and owners, 
or occupiers, of comparatively small estates, in Gardening, 
Poultry keeping, and Housewifery (as we call it). Miss Josz 
hoi>e<l that when trained, these girls would help their relations 
in the cultivation of their holdings, or start some of their 
own. Here we see the same idea running through the work.

I do not know if that splendid Italian organisation 
" Le Cattedre Ambulanti di Agricoltura ” extends its instruc
tion and influence to women; if it does, then Italy, in Agricul
ture as in Co-operation, is making huge strides forward.

In Russia, Baroness Budberg has had for nineteen years, 
a school on her estate at Poniemone in the Baltic Provinces, 
where she has instructed numbers of women of high birth, 
in those branches of Agriculture requir^^d in the management 
of their own estates. Here again, we see the expansion of 
the movement, Do not our women landowners often require 
a similar training ?

At Buda-Pesth also, I learn a movement is on foot for 
the establishment of a college on the same lines, to train 
young Austrian and Hungarian girls.

To come nearer home, Germany has a large School of 
Agriculture and Horticulture, situated on the beautiful banks 
of the Rhine. Domestic Economy is taught at this school.
I may add that the late Empress Frederick of Germany took 
a deep interest in the work there carried on, as also in the 
Lady Warwick College, of which I was the Head.
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In Sweden too, the idea has taken root. In addition 
to two private schools for ladies, kept by ladies, a large and 
new School of Instruction in the lighter branches of Agricul
ture has been ojxined this year by the Fredrika Breme/l 
Society.

In France there are thrcT schools of this kind, two being 
practical Schools of Dairy Farming, at Coctlogon, near Rennes, 
and at Kerliver (Finistcrre)—the other is at Mona«5tier (Haute 
Loire).

In summarising the progress of the movemenl, it is a 
most interesting fact, that in all countries it has been started 
on parallel lines to those indicated at the commencement of 
my speech, and with the same ultimate object, but so far no 
organisation for this has been formed. Therefore, I venture 
to hope, that in England, the first Agricultural Settlement 
will be established on some such lines as I have suggesled, 
and that the earnest co-operation of those connected with it 
may make it a model for other countries.

M rs . L a ird  (Scottish Women’s Co-operative Guild): 
I  think it is always interesting to come to these conferences ; 
one can gain such valuable knowledge, and have one’s outlook 
widened. A great deal has been said alx)ut the Women’s 
Guild, as to whether or not it justifies its existence. Well,
I know that in England, where they have 24,0(K) Guild- 
women, it does an enormous amount of good, and is of great 
help to the co-o)>erative movement. We in Scotland only 
numlxjr 9,0()0 members at jiresent ; but we consider that 
a large numl^er for the time we have l>eeii in existence. The 
Guild takes up such subjects as the tem})crance question, 
sweated industries, and credit trading, and we feel that if 
we only do a little good on each of these questions we are 
accomplishing much. (Hear, hear.) Since I came to Cre
mona I have had one or two discussions with certain gentle
men, who seemed to think that the co-operative movement 
would get on just as well as now without women ; but I must 
say that I think we are a very great power in the movement. 
If you take the temperance question, you will find strict 
teetotallers who hesitate to say all that they think; they are 
afraid to do so. But we women just say what we think. 
(Hear, hear.) I find that straight hitting from the shoulder 
is much better than beating about the bush. The Women’s 
Guild, I may add in conclusion, is organising a large Cx)ngress 
of all parties and all creeds at the present time to take place 
in Glasgow against this industrial disease of sweating. The 
Congress will be held next month, and we are hoping it will 
give great satisfaction. The housing problem is another of 
the questions with which we deal in our quiet way. (Applause.)
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Mr. G. H. Von  K och (Swedish Co-operative Union) : 
I  should like to say a few words regarding women’s part in 
the co-operative movement in Sweden. I think we all ^ e e  
that it is quite impossible to carry on a co-operative business 
without the assistance of the women. But although we are 
aware of that simple, but important fact, we generally do 
very little to interest our women colleagues in the work for 
co-operative principles. At least, we Swedes did very little 
in that <liroction until last autumn, when the first Women's 
Co-operative Guild was founded in one of our country towns. 
It proved a great success and was soon followed by other 
similar associations. And then, three weeks ago, we got as 
far as hoUling our first Women’s Guild Congress, where no 
fewer than thirty-two Guilds with 1,400 members, were 

. represented. It was the Co-operative Union of Sweden that 
paved the way for the Congress and provided the necessary 
funds. The Congress was a complete success. It passed 
resolutions against credit-trading ami in favour of sound 
co-operative principles being observed in productive works ; 
and at the conclusion a Union of Women’s Co-operative 
Guilds was formed. There is every reason to believe that 
this newly born mo\ t!iiu*iit wiii soon sparad all over Sweden.
I should like to tell you of another interesting under
taking, which, 1 l)elieve, stands alone among co-oj)erative 
enterprises—the Women’s Distributive Society, called the 
“ Swedish Homes,” in Stockholm, This organisation was 
formed without the assistance of any man, and is managed 
entirely by women, the only man in the business being em
ployed in carrying the goods round to the customers. This 
unusual society was founded in 1905 by Miss Anna Whitlock, 
a schoolmistress. It was from the outset based on pure 
Roclulale principles, credit trading being especially excluded. 
A great deal ol interest in the new organisation was soon 
aroused among the middle and upper classes, and among the 
working women too. The price of food-stufTs was, and still 
is, extraordinarily high m Stockholm, and many women, 
who had a hard struggle to make both ends meet, saw in the 
new enterprise something that specially met their wants, 
and also a social duty which was very suitable for women. 
No wonder, then, that it soon attracted members. The first 
shop was opened at the end of 1905, when there were 400 
members in the society. Now the membership is about a 
thousand and the capital is over 35,000 Swedish crowns 
(£1,972). Everything looked promising for the young and 
hojMjful society, until a few months later it was boycotted 
by the wholesale dealers. However, I am alad to say that 
the boycott did not kill the women’s organisation. The able



and determined leaders of the socidty bought their goods in 
other Swedish towns and, in some instancos, they also went 
abroad for them. Unhajipily the l)oycott still exists, but 
the society is going ahead by leaj>s and bounds, in sj)ite of 
every persecution. In 19tM5. (ho first year, the sales amounted 
to 140,000 Swedish crowns (£7.888) : although interest was 
paid at the rate of four jx̂ r cent, on capital, no dividend 
was declared. During the first six months of this year the 
sales have increased by more than sixty-eight j>er cent., as 
compared with those of last year ; and the society will l)c 
able, probably, to pay a dividend besides paying interest on 
capital. The society has now two shops, and a third will be 
0])ened this autumn. Although I liave drawn your attention 
to concerns run by women in my country, I don’t mean to 
argue from that that women ought to have llxnr own st*})ara(e 
C0-0|>erative societies. On the contrary, I consider it best 
for men and women to work together in the co-o])orative 
movement, although, in this si>ecial case, when the women 
started for themselves, it proved a success. That success 
has spurred the women on to develoj) all their qualities, in 
point of economy and otherwise, and has served to show 
male co-oix.*rators that th< re are numbers of women whose 
services tlie co-o]x;rative movement cannot disjx'nse with, 
if it is to go on and j)rosjK*r. And once that trulh I k l s  be(!n 
brought home to us W( shall no( be abl<; to deny to women 
their pro}H;r share in the work of leading aiul organising 
co-o} >erat ive associations.

M. S. Dh liOKODAl'W SKV (Russia) : In co.ojH'ralive
matters there is no woman’s question in Kussia. Women 
enjoy the same ]>rivileges as men in practically every branch 
of .social and economic life. It is true that they have as yet 
no j)olitical rights, but no doubt that will soon come.

As regards the co*ojx;rative movement, Kussian women 
are not only allowed to be memlxTs of societies, but tht:y may 
also 1 ike their seat on management comiiiittees. We have 
man) J^eople’s Banks in Russia, which are organised and 
managed by women. We know certain societies in which 
women are memlxsrs of the sujxTvising committee. And in 
some distributive societies women are doing very good work 
side by side with the men. Women are also successfully 
carrying on among our jxjople co-ojKTative propaganda.

However, in addition to this, women's work is to be met 
with in our productive societies or artels of various descrip
tions. The greater number of these conform to written rules 
and operate in the towns. It is difficult to give the exact 
number of such societies, but Mr. N. Levitzky, our energetic 
organiser of productive associations, puts it down at about
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200. Some among them are tnade up exclusively of women. 
Mr. Levitzky, who has had a good deal to do with them, 
reports very well of three of these women’s societies, the 
600 members of which are engaged in purif)ang and loading 
grain. I myself know also of several exclusively women’s 
societies at St. Petersburg, the members of which are book
keepers, chemists, &c., and these are also doing well.

Still I must say that in some cases men who are at the 
head of societies complain that their women colleagues are 
quarrelsome and talkative, that they expect an extraordinary 
amount of consideration shown to them and that they are 
offended if fault is found with them.
. From what I have just said, it is evident that there is 

no need to form Women’s Guilds in Russia, to defend the 
rights of women in.co-oi)erative matters. Still, at the same 
time, one may say that in this sphere of economic life women 
otight to enjoy all the privileges that men have. But of 
course this can only \xi the case as long as women co-operators 
do not forget that they arc merely workers for the common 
cause, and not n'presentatives of the fair sex.

M mk. T kki h-Cohnaz : I have abstained from reading 
you an ac<()uiit of our (Itiild work in th<? XtMherlands, so as 
to save your time. One of llii' most valuable (jualities in a 
member of a Congress is that of forcing self-denial on oneself. 
Now I should have had much ple.isure in telling you what we 
have done in the Netherlands and it woukl not have been 
without interest. I mentioned in my pajier what the English 
Guilds’ work comii>ts of, because I considered this necessary 
for a due comprehension of the utility of Women’s Co-o})ora- 
tive Guilds. However, I projiose that we now end the dis
cussion of the fourth question, because we have still to deal 
with the very interesting third question.

The Chairm an  : Like Mme. Treub-Cornaz, f think 
there is no need of further discussion. Everybody is agreed 
on the matter, so why prolong the proceedings, when there 
is other business. I am sorry to deprive any man of the right 
to si>cak. but you must see that Congress wishes no more 
on this question. I therefore ask you to thank Mme. Treub- 
Cornaz very heartily and sincerely for the splendid paper 
she has given us to-day, and, at the same time, to vote on 
the resolution which has bt;eu proposed by the Central Com
mittee.

The resolution was then carrieil unanimously.
The Chairman  : We shall now go back to the discussion 

on the third question Ixifore the Congress, “ What can Co- 
0{)eration do to help Working Men ami Small Cultivators in 
their Daily Life.”
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S igno r V e rg n a x im —(chwrs): Tho turn taken by the 
debate, which is prolonging itself right to the end of the 
Congress, has made it evident to me that it would Ix; im
possible to speak on the particulars I liave collected in my 
report. So I hasten to speak on the ]>aix‘r read by the re
porters, so as to have an o]))X)rtunity of at lea'̂ t introducing 
the principal ideas contained in my rejiort and which bear 
on those expressed by my two colleagues. I am entirely in 
agreement with the two reporters. The resolution i)roj>osed 
by the one and the conclusions arrived at by the other coincide 
wnth my own vievv̂  ; only I consider that something is still 
lacking to comj)lete the ideas which I and many of my com
rades hold on the subject of Co-oj)cration. Signor Garibotti 
has formulated the advantages which the ro-o|x‘rative form 
of organisation confers on the working classes ; he has clearly 
shown that Co-operation is a most com])lete and useful 
instrument in the struggle which the working classes have 
begun against capitalistic exploitation. Co-operation is, 
then, a perfected and most useful instrument. The adoption 
of Co-o}jeration as a weapon by the working classes ought, 
I think, to satisfy both my friends and co-l)clievers and those 
who do not hold our views, for if on the one hand it succeeds 
in wresting imj^rovements'and economic advantages from our 
adversaries, on the other it affords security to tlu- bourgeoisie 
of a more elevated and civilised struggle, for it jihucs on the 
shoulders of the proletariat resjwnsihilities which compel it 
to reckon with the realities of life and to realise its iluties. 
(Aj)plause.)

I will now briefly state that if Co-O]>eration is to be 
really useful, if it is to be a real instrument of emanci])ation 
in the hands of the proletariat, if it is to solve along with the 
working class question the social question, it must be directed 
towards the integral form, which embraces and comprise^ 
production, exchnnge and consumption ; for, unfortunately, 
more or less evt iywhere, but more esjjecially in my country, 
we are beginning to see in the midst of the co-ojx;rative 
organisations the germs of the same tendencies ancl thc; same 
evils which are at the root of the disorder j^revailing in our 
present social system. We find in the co-ojx;rative associa
tions, even when they are those of working men. the same 
defects which characterise the bourgeois r<5gime : already 
selfish tendencies, trade monopolies, are beginning to make 
themselves felt which may give rise in the future to a more 
oppressive tyranny than that ot fhe bourgeoisie. It is neces- 
sa^, it is urgent that the organisers of the workers use all 
their influence with such organisations to prevent these abuses. 
We are in the midst of the people not only, as some of our

ISO



enemies insinuate, to flatter and incite it, but also to teach it 
its duties. VVe openly tell the trade societies that if they use 
Co-operation solely as an instrument to promote their own 
personal interests they will not contribute one jot to the 
transformation of the social syst*m. The trade societies, 
the co-o]>erative labour societies, and those for production 
must subordinate their own interests to the wider interests 
of the working class consumers. Now it seems to me that if 
the question is put thus it will be easy to come to an under
standing, more esjK'cially as the resolution proposed by our 
Belgian comrades is drawn on lines within which our views 
are perfectly included.

Working class Co-ojH^ration, to be really useful to the 
workers mast, then, rest on the basis of consum])tion. I do 
not mean to say by this that trade co-ojxjrative societies 
should not be formed.* On the contrary, they are most neces
sary, for it is in their midst that class consciousness and 
solidarity begin to be formed ; but when these co-operative 
productive and labour societies have attained a certain 
degree of devclopnu^nt they must be remiiidtul aud recalled 
to a due scusi* of solidarity aiul act in harmony with the 
co-o|H!rative socirtit's of consumers. Anti you will allow me 
to lay sjH’cial s(n*ss on the class ^lararter which I wish to 
imjm'ss on these co-operative societies, so that they may act 
seriously in the interests of the working cl.xss, which to-day 
is in a jiosition of inferiority if compared with the middle 
classes. Before attaining class harmony we shall have to 
pass through many other stages and we must go in for class 
struggle, which does not spell class-hatred, but means, as we 
have rei>eatedly jwinted out, organisation by categories, 
organisation of interests. All you delegates of co-oi^jrative 
societies are engaged in a class struggle, when you unite 
in co-oi^erative associations, the small (!airymen against the 
combines of the great producers, against the mono}X)lies 
e.xercised by the strongest. (Applause.) You are all of you 
engaged in a class struggle every day, and are you unwilling 
that the working classes shoukl also unite and form their 
class co-oj)erative societies to fight the coalitions of adverse 
interests ? (Applause.)

Having thus given a humane and civilised interpretation 
to the phrase " cl.iss struggle ” I think that we all shall be 
able to vote with enthusiasm the resolution and the conclusions 
submitted to this Congress. We have seen the names of men 
of liiverse nationalities and diverse political convictions 
subscribe to the resolution pro}M)sed by Bertrand : that
resolution has the support of socialists, conservatives, and 
persons of neutral opinion—which shows that Co-operation,
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even when viewed in relation to*its ultinimo aims can, al least 
as far as voting a resolution is concerned, xniite all, to what
ever party they belong. It is a strange miracle, biit it has 
taken place to-day. And if to-day we are all of one opinion 
in voting this resolution let us hojx' that we shall Ix' so when 
it is put into practice. Anyhow, as this resolution will un
doubtedly be put into practice—for Co-ojX'ration is a sjion- 
taneous growth which carries away with it men, thoughts, 
and ideas—wc may safely say that if all will not work to 
put it into practice, we shall anyhow be there to carry it to 
its logical conclusions. (Loud ajiplause.)

H e r r  A . Von E lm (Germany) moves the following 

resolution:—
“ That the International Co-ojx*rative Congress, 

met at Cremona^ recommend co-o|x*rative organisation 
to the labouring population of the towns and country 
not only in view of the great material advantages it offers, 
but also as being an efficacious means of constantly 
increasing their economic influence inside of the society 
and of rendering them more cajiuble of atitonomous 
administration on a democratic basis and more esi>eciaUy 
for gradually ])lacing them in jx)Ssession of the means 
of production of agricultural and industrial products, 
thus giving strength and autlu)rity to tin (0-0|KTalive 
principle of solidarity as op|>osed to egotism, which to-day 
prevails, arid thus contribute to the civil salvation of lh«; 
nations on the basis of humanity and jHogress.

“ That the Seventh International OM>|Ĥ rative Con
gress, gathered at Cremona, recommend to tin? industrial 
labouring ]X>pulation of all the countries not only solid
arity amongst themselves but also with the co-o|K>rative 
organisations of the rural lal>ourers, by striving to aid 
them ^  jjurchasing as far as possible tlu ir products.

“ That finally, the "< venth International Co-oi>cra- 
tive Congress of Cremona advise the international 
exchange of j)roducts between the co-ojx;rative organisa
tions of distribution and the agricultural oti(;s of all 
countries unless this be absolutely prevented by pro
hibitive customs, duties, or other hindrances to importa
tion."

Fellow co-operators I We Germans arc very cautious 
people, and we are not alwa^ so because at the bottom 
of our hearts we wish to be cautious, but because we 
have to be cautious. We act rather on the jirinciple: 
“ Some things may be done, but not said.” And when we 
read the resolution proposed by our Italian and Belgian 
friends, we said to ourselves that we should be conjuring
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up sad times for Co-operation^ in our country, if we had 
to follow such a resolution as that. We said to ourselves 
that a resolution should be so worded as to satisfy all aims, 
to enable everyone to vote for it, whatever be his religion, 
his politics, his nationality. Each nation has itis own particu
lar circumstances, and these special conditions ought to be 
consi<lered at an International Congress. But our Belgian 
and Italian friends are mistaken in thinking that an Inter
national Congress can j)ass resolutions which will sjiecially 
serve their particular objects and the circumstances of their 
country. It is conccivable that that might become a source 
of danger for some other country, where the conditions are 
quite different. For example, the Italian resolution recom
mends us to form “ case pof>olari campagnole.” This ,.ort 
of co-o|)erative society would be simply impossible for us in 
Germany. It is quite out of the question for us to unite

K>litical, trade unionist and co-ojxjrative aims in one society, 
we wished to do that, we should from that moment be on 

the high road to ruin, in consequence of our co-oi>erative 
law. Our friends will not have realised this and that accounts 
for the nn'sunderstandings and the resentment which is felt 
against us, heranse we do not at once vote for their resolution. 
However, we do not do this l>ecause we wish to create a 
disturbance, or liecause we are not in symjjathy with their 
efforts, but Inicause we think that no resolution ought to be 
passed at an International Congress, which is only applicable 
to one or two countries—the international character of the 
resolution must be such as to adapt itself to all circumstances. 
In the Italian resolution the leasing of land is recommended 
to co-operative societies. VV’e should never be in favour of 
this, but of the ownership of the land. We did not 
vote yesteiilay for the Italian resolution because that would 
have quite a tlifferent meaning for us Germans, it would 
simply mean for us that what land we now have as common 
property was to be handed over to the agrarians and large 
capitalists. I have not time to go into further details on 
this point.

The Belgian resolution also does not quite hit the mark. 
Part of it contains conceptions which in Germany mean just 
the reverse of what they do in Belgium. We recognise the 
Belgian circumstances, we admire the wealth of energy, 
idealism, and solidarity which is to be found in the Belgian, 
French, and Italian co-operative societies, but we cannot 
approve of their methods on account of our laws, on account 
of our circumstances, which are quite different to theirs. 
We therefore said to ourselves that we must draw up some
thing in which all can concur, to which all can subscribe.
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Ihc social democrat no loss tlian he wlio is prcpaml to a 
few stejis fonvard with ns. * We are (1eveIo|)ing, we wi>̂ h to 
go forward, all are welcome, we keep none out, oiir aim is the 
principle of solidarity. All are welcome, who have a fet'ling 
heart for the labouring classes and are ready to fight sho\ilder 
to shoulder with us.

Furlhermore, the interests of agricultural co-operative 
societies are in no way so brought out in the resolution as to 
show that the union between town and country is of the 
utmost imjx)rtance, more particularly for the agricultural 
societies. L«'t town and country Ix* united for joint action 
and then we shall succeed in attaining our object. We are, 
therefore, the best friends of your agricultural co-ojM'vative 
societiec and we willingly recognise that you ha\<- ( \-en done 
more in this direction than we have in Germany. We believe 
that you can agree to our resolution, that you can \<)le in 
favour of it, because it expresses what we all w;uit—the 
principle of solidarity and co-ojx;ralion which unites us all.

The  Chairm an  : The jwsition is such that I think every 
man and woman can adopt the resolution, and I believe the 
Committee would adojU it as well, Ih tu u s c  it has a neutral 
ring about it and can Ix? applied to all coinitries. Can yon 
not agree that this discussion should now close and adopt 
Herr Von Elm’s resolution ? Would our Helgian friends 
agree to this ? I have no wish to stifle discussion.

M. Serw'Y : Till! representatives of four nationalities
endorse our resolution.

A D klegati-: : How many sj)eak<Ts have you ?

T jie  Chairm an  : Fifteen. I think if you take one from 
each country, you will have enough.

S igno r L u z z a tt i : It .seems to me that it would be out 
of place to decide now which resolution is to I k ; j)ut to the 
vote when speakers who, I think, re]>resent oj)iinons <liff( rent 
to those so far expressed, have not yet s’ oken. At a Congress 
such as ours we must all submit to tJie majority when the 
vote is taken, but all majorities are in duty bound to listen 
to the opinions which are laid before them. I think it advis
able not to discuss formulas but to call on the speakers who 
have given in their names. (Aj)j)laus<;.)

I earnestly request our Chairman, and I press my ]x)int, 
for I am better acquainted with this assembly than he is, 
not to try to come to a decision before at least some of the 
speakers who have given in their names have been heard.
I do not think that speeches alter opinions, but I think that 
some of the speakers represent opinions which cannot be 
refused a hearing in this assembly.
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S ignor  N o f r i—(who wajf received with cheers): I
speak in the name of thirty Italian co-operative organisations 
of all descriptions, with a membership of not less than 130,000 
workers, and in the first place I will preface my remarks by 
enquiring whether these co-operative societies which have 
adhered to the Congress, but are not entitled to a vote in its 
proceedings, will be admitted to-day, or later, to join this 
co-ojH^rative alliance. My enquiry is justified by the moral 
and economic nature and tendencies of the co-ojx*rative 
societies on l)ehalf of which I s|x;ak. When this Congress 
was ojwned, laudatory reference was made to the idea, which 
is embo<lied also in the Rules of the Alliance, that Co-o|)cra- 
tion is above and outside class distinctions.

We maintain that this is not true in the case of the 
workers—(bravo); that the workers are a class which con
stitutes the majority, though as yet an unconscioas majority, 
of society, and that, as such, this class Ls opposed to and at 
war with the other, the capitalist classes.

Therefore sIk>iiI<1 the workers, in joining the co-o|H!rative 
movement aliandon tlu* class movement they would be favour
ing, even without wishing so to do, tin* inter(!sts of their 
natural adversaries ; and for this reason the workers do not 
h)ok u|)on Co-oi)eration as an end in itself but as a |)owerful 
instrument for the evolution and education of their own class. 
(Bravo.) Resistance, mutuality no longer satisfy their needs, 
and they have taken up Co-oj)eration, which they use as a 
weajwn in the struggle for their ultimate emancipation.

S ignor  L i  zzatti : You have taken it up too late !

S ig n o r  N o f r i  : The workers took up Co-o}x*ration the 
day on which they became conscious of their rights, Signor 
Luzzatti. They could not take it up l̂ efore l)ecause then 
they were not lice workers, they were not citizens ; they 
took it up when they could. They have entered into the 
c0-0{X‘rative arena and they have not restricted themselves 
to the affirmation of a principle or the supjxjrt of a theory, 
but they have at once made use of Co-operation as a }X)werful 
instrument in favour of their class. The co-o )̂erative .societies 
which they have rapidly won over from fX)litical neutrality, 
or which they have founded, have all attained great import
ance, which shows that by making use of them as a means to 
an end they have not destroyed them, but brought them 
back to their original character which was eminently pro
letarian. '^For we must not forget that even at Rochdale 
Co-oj>eration was the direct offspring of the workers in their 
efforts to ilefeml their own class interests^ Therefore by 
following this line of action, we do not transform Co-o})eration
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but we bring it Ijack to its original purposes and march 
forward towards its real goal.

Meantime, in Italy we bring you face to face with an 
accomplished fact, i.e., class co-o}ieration, which Is the 
integral expression of resistence and of all the other forms 
which the defence of the working classes has assumed, with 
a view to the gradual imj^rovement and ultimate emancipa- 

■ tion of the workers ; and in so doing it is not true to say that 
we are going in for politics, in the sense meant by the Rules 
of the Alliance, i.e., for politics in the strict sense of the word, 
politics void of economic significance, and which only represent 
a form of class domination. No, the workers in their class 
struggle are acting politically only inasmuch as there is 
nothing in the world which is not jwlitical in a certain sense 
—(apjjlause)—for all our acts, the very bread which we eat 
has a poHtical significance since it is a result of the class 
struggle.

Therefore we enquire of you ; will you admit us to your 
Alliance which denies this struggle, which refuses to believe 
in it, in spite of the fact that the co-operative societies which 
belong to this Alliance already wage amongst themselves, as 
Vergnanmi pointed out, a class struggle ?

You of the bourgeoisie, you of the capitalist classes, 
who strive with your co-operatives to eliminate the middle
man and to transform one phase of commerce and industry, 
how can you deny the right of the workers on their side to 
struggle for the transformation of cajiitalism which exploits 
them and by means of which, and side by side with which, 
they can never ho{)e to rise to the dignity of citizcns, to the 
equality and to the justice of men ? I repeat, we do not go 
in for the kind of politics which you refer to, and I was pain
fully surprised to hear our comrade Von Elm say whilst speak
ing on behalf of Germany, that the class struggle and class 
co-operation are not possible in that r/juntry as such co-opera
tives would be prohibited. Comrade Elm, in Ital\’ also our 
associations were prohibited and dispersed but we have risen 
again more powerful than before : learn from us. (Applause.)

S ign or  L uzzatti : If capitalism is the phyloxera of 
capital, I am its enemy.

F rau  Steinbach  (Germany): Fellow co-operators!
The last Italian speakers to whom we have listened have 
uttered an opihion which goes far to strengthen my conviction 
that this International (Congress, which is intended to further 
unity among the various nations, will only do more to bring . 
them apart—owing to misunderstandings. I was asked to
day to support a resolution in favour of the adoption of

Hi
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“ Esperanto ” at Congr^ses such as this. I  did so with 
most heartfelt pleasure, in the hope that a time would com« 
when misunderstandings would be altogether avoided by the 
use of ” Esperanto.*' You Italian, French, and Belgian 
comrades can have no idea how painful it is for us from 
Hamburg, the citadel of Germany’s social democracy, to 
stand before you here as enemies of the working men’s move
ment, we who, as a matter of fact, are merely making pre
parations for the fight against Capital, against the capitdist 
rule of the world. I am exceedingly glad to meet at this 
International Congress in Italy, a Minister of State who is not 
ashamed to declare openly that he is on the side of those— 
(H. E. Signor Luzzatti interposed here)—^who attack 
capitalism, certainly with a great (Ufference as regards methods 
and aims. His Excellency might allow me first to finish my 
speech. If His Excellency wishes to fight agaiast capitalism, 
in order to create peace, then he has comrades in Germany 
too, in Switzerland, everywhere; even among people who 
profess to be rejn-esentativcs of the distributive co-operative 
movement, and who, for their part also wish to free the working 
classes. There are such {xjople, however, unlikely it may 
sound, who wish to do this by |x;aceful means alone, for they 
exclude class-warfare altogeth«’r. Persons with such illusions 
are not for us Germans : if they were, we should ha\e been 
able to follow Schulze-Delitzsch. Schulze-Delitzsch wanted 
something very sensible, btit we believe that we want some
thing more sensible still. We have had distributive societies 
in Ghermany since time immemorial, but these societies make 
it their chief aim, as you are probably all aware, to provide 
material advantages, in the sha])e of a division of the net 
profits among their members as dividend. We in Hamburg 
—and I beg your kind attention to this {x)int, and especially 
that of the translator, because it deals w ith a serious mis
apprehension, which we wish to set right—have for the first 
time made an attempt, which has hitherto been successful 
to a certain extent, so that men, whom I will not name, but 
who are highly esteemed and honoured in the working men’s 
movement throughout the world, to hear whose names makes 
every one’s heart beat faster, have recently told us : “ We 
thought you were merely illusionists, Utopians, but we confess 
to-day that you have conquered us, that you have built up 
the right thing.” We represent a co-operative society which, 
as in S i  other such societies,’ has excluded by rule all political, 
trade unionist, and other aims, as we are obliged to do in 
Germany. We suffer from bad laws in our country, but it is 
not only these laws—my friend Von Elm had no time to 
explain this further to you—which have prevented us from
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doing what our Belgian and Italian comrades want us to do. 
We cannot do it because wo*do .not consider this the practical 
way to fight the battle. Wc do not wish the profits of the 
co*opcrative societies, amounting to many thousands, to l)e 
employed for ])urjx)ses which cannot lx‘ for the good of all. 
Supposing that a jwlitical, or a trade union fight breaks out 
in a certain place, we might feel imjielled to decide that the 
society w’as under an obligation to use its sujwrfluous capital 
in order to support a shoemakers’ strike, or a bricklayers' 
strike, or a tailors’ strike.

Fellow co-operators ! Capital to-day is still so jx)werful, 
that we shall not succeed in- conquering it by means of the 
trade union movement alone. We have recently had a great 
dockers’ strike in Hamburg, which cost the caj)ilalists of the 
Hamburg harbour £600,000. They have more thousands 
behind them. If the trade unionist money bags are empty, 
then every single Vorking man must be able, as in the case 
of the English miners, to draw out his accumulated capital 
from his store and that is the reason why we formed the 
" emergency fund ” in our society. This fund accumulates 
in each member’s name till it reaches £6. This remains as 
a nest-egg against the time of necessity, fight, or conquest. 
(The President here sounded his bell.) My time is up, so I 
can e.xplain no further. We do not want capitalists to have 
the chance of bringing us to starvation again before our time. 
Wo must arm ourselves, so that every single working man 
may brave the battle.

M. Cathala  : I consider that the facts 1 wish to j)u( 

before you are appropriate to the subject we are discussing.

I sjxiak here on behalf of four c0-0}>erative organisations in 
the same village, all being members of the International 
Co-operative Alliance. It appears to me very important, 
in addition to the semi-official or official statements that have 
been made, to show that side by side with Co-oiwration such 
as it is conceived to be in high places, there is also a co-opera- 
tive system, a co-operative doctrine, which carries out the 
socialist doctrines to their uttermost ends, among the lower 
classes of the }X)pulation, among the small proprietors and 
among the agricultural classes. In a certain district of the 
South of France there is a village of 1,900 inhabitants, all of 
them small land-owners, and you know how jealous the small 
landowner is of his little bit of land, and how full of pre
judice he is ! In five or six years, thanks to the active 
assistance of our friends, of the co-operative press of Paris, 
and of the whole of France, thanks also to the never ceasing 
collaboration of our Wholesale Societies, Maraussan has 
become a shining example of what the socialist doctrine can
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accomplish in rural districtsf It is not the agricultural 
labourer, who has been won over to socialist theories, but the 
small landowner. And we do not come here with bare state
ments, but can back them up with official statistics. The 
rural bank of Maraussan is at the present moment the most 
powerful in France. It did st business, in 1906, of £64,000. 
The agricultural syndicate attached to it has already sold 
£20,000 to £24,000 'vorth of raw produce. The productive 
society, formed with a capital of £104, and having for its 
only object to accumulate a collective proj)crty, now docs 
an annual trade, after hve years' work, of £42,640, The 
distributive society, in a little village like ours, daily turns 
over £22 ; and that also does not share out the profits of its 
trading. You see how interesting*it is to jwint out to you 
the effects of socialist action on rural co-o xjration. Our 
Italian comrades are already taking exam]>le by us, liecause 
they know that they will in this way secure for their agri
culturists that safety and well-lxiing which they do not 
jH>ssess to-day. This is what I had to tell you. We are 
carrying on Co-oixjration in rural districts and we are doing 
it well. There are olficial representatives of our French 
organisations here, who well know that 1 am not exaggerating, 
The Temps recently praised our work. l\‘ople notice what 
we are doing and draw comparisons, for in a village not far 
from Maraussan, there are four or live organisations which, 
taken altogether, do less business than we do. Nothing is 
so eloquent as figures. This is what we have done in five 
years, on a paid-up capital of only £107. I say “ only,” 
because although the shares of the society were fixed at £1 
each, the small landowners not being always able to pay £1 
down, have made it uj) in w’ine. Well, in five years, we have 
had sales amounting to £125,913, representing 129,709 
hectolitres (2,853,598 gallons) of wine. And now, to prove 
that I am not going in for mere platform oratory, let me tell 
you what we have distributed during these five years. Pro
duction Ls nothing without consumption, and that is the 
principle on which we have based our society. Please remem- 
)er that our property is collective and indivisible. VV'e have 
been able to devote to socialist, co-operative, and trade union 
propaganda the sum of £36,949 ; w'e have distributed among 
the co-operative federations for common purchase, the 
“ Bourse des Cooperatives,” and to the French Co-o()erative 
Wholesale Society, £1,150: paid out £0S6 as dividend on 
purchivses to the societies which are our customers : sub
scribed £260 to local mutual-help institutions : credited £1,313 
from the profits realised to our affihateil wine-growers as indi
viduals : and paid off £2,664 on account of their stock, and
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the cellar they have in common. Finally, by mean>> of our 
development and reserve fupds wc have lx*cn able to form a 
collective co-partnership imjiersonal capital, belonging to 
workers and peasants, amounting to ^26,010. As I men
tioned, the whole pro|>erty is collective, imjiersonal, and 
indivisible, and the result will l>e that, alter a certain time, 
we shall no longer have 350 small landowners at Maraussan, 
but one joint proj>erty. We shall have converted private 
ownershi]) into collective ownership and that without the 
slightest friction, simply by means of our own initiative and 
our unceasing joint labours.

I forgot to tell you how we began. People want to say 
that such an association could not survive in our midst. 
Well, in 1902, we had 119 members ; to-day there are 283. 
They started by selling 5,620 hectolitres (121,440 gallons) 
of wine, whereas to-day they dispose of as much as 49,220 
hectolitres (1,082,840 gallons). The sales have risen from 
£4,815 to £42fi65. The share capital subscribed and entirely 
paid-up only amounts to £323. The reserve fund stands at 
£156, the development fund at £2,345, the solidarity fund at 
£174, and the capital belonging to the co-partnership wine 
growers comes to £1,313. So the .society is worth in all 
£4,319.

That is what we have done, gentlemen, and I think we 
have reason to 1m; proud of our work and tlmt we juay say 
that we have raised the condition of the agriculturists and 
wine growers of Maraussan. (Aj)j>lause.)

S ignor  B uffoli : I have made a few notes on the re])ort 
read by M. Bertrand, as I wish to apjxial to him as a witn(;ss 
on an important fact. Belgian (^-operation has many 
admirers in Italy. I, too, have been one of its admirers, more 
especially for the economic education which Belgian Co-ojxTa- 
tion has given to the workers, accustoming them to pay for 
their bread not only in ready money but a week in advance. 
This is a great merit of Belgian Co-operation, and Italian 
co-operators should spare no efforts to have this example 
followed by our co-operative societies. But many Italians 
have described Belgian Co-o})eration as being a very different 
organisation to our Italian co-ojxjrative societies which they 
despise as bourgeois, because they say that at the end of the 
year they pay a dividend to their members, whereas in 
Belgium the profits realised at the end of each year are devoted 
to purposes of propaganda and resistance. I call on Bertrand 
to witness if it be not true that in Belgium also at least 75 per 
cent, of the profit is divided amongst purchasers, as is the case 
with us ; nor is this all, for the members are so anxious to
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pocket their dividends, that they demand payment of them 
ieven before the balance sheet has been approved. This 
shews that Belgian Co-operation is in no wise different from 
ours.

In Belgium co-operative societies go in for friendly society 
work and they do well. Sums are put aside for the reserve 
fund, but the sums devoted to common objects in the balance 
sheet do not amount in all to more than 25 per cent, of the 
profits. The sum sot aside for the pur}X)ses of resistance is 
about 5 per cent.—not more. It is well that this should be 
taken note of in the presence of witnesses. I declare that 
I am an enthasiastic admirer of Belgian Co-oi>eration which 
teaches thrift. Only a few days ago at Brussels the President 
of the Savings Bank told me that at least one oi every three 
workmen had an account in the savings bank. The principle 
of providing each worker with a house of his own has also 
attained a great development, for each worker has about 
£20 to pay down on the sum of £160 which the house costs. 
They are educated to l)e thrifty, whereas here little Is done 
in that lino.

Nor shall 1 In? told that the Belgian workers are l>ettcr 
paid than the Italian. The average wage of tlu; worker in 
Belgium is, if anything, lower than in Italy. Ask them.

Vo ic e s  : It is not true. (Murmurs.)

S ig n o r  B u f k o l i : I was given in Belgium a printed table 
of statistics. The Brussels Chamber of Labour has compiled 
these statistics, which can be read by all. It Is useless for 
Nofri to contradict me.

SiGNoK N o f r i : The Belgian Society pays twice as

much.
S ig n o r  B u f f o l i : M. Bertrand refers in his resolution 

to the Rochdale pioneers ; but the Rochdale pioneers were 
the first to teach us to save, yet in his resolution he calls on 
the co-o|x;rative stores to sell at the lowest jiossible prices, 
though it is not possible for them to do so and also to effect 
savings.

S ig n o r  L uzzatti : There is a misunderstanding.

S ig n o r  B u f f o l i  : It is written in the resolution. Gari- 
botti invokes credit, and he is quite right, and we hope that 
it will be obtainable ; the bank annexed to the society called 
“ L ’Umanitaria,” of Milan, is on the right road. But first 
of all the members of co-operative associations must strengthen 
their capital, for if these associations have a capital of their 
own the members will look to their interests more actively, 
but as long as they depend on credit they will work unsatis
factorily.
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Garibotti is right in what he says alx)ut taxation. And 
I ap])eal here to one of our highest antlioritics in the hopes 
that he will at last see about getting all concessions made 
which are possible. When they are Ministers they s))eak 
differently to when they were deputies. Foreigners are 
astonished when we tell them that in Italy the Kevenue 
takes 20 per cent, on the savings which we return to pur
chasers. I appeal then to the Hon. Luzzatti in the hojies 
that he will use his great influence to have this matter of the 
income tax regulated more in accordance with justice.

I shall not go into working-class questions or other such 
matters. In my o))inion the co-operative stores should l)clong 
to the purchasers, to whatever party, to whatever social class 
they l>elong, for co-o]>erative stores which sell luxuries are 
able to charge a higher jx;rcentage on them, and are thus al)le 
to sell the necessaries of life at a lower price.

S ig n o r  N o f r i  : Nothing was said on that matter.

S ig n o r  B u f f o l i  : When you were S])eaking, Hon.
Nofri, I did not interrupt you. (Applause.) In my opinion 
Co-oj)eration should belong to no jmrty, should lead to no 
class divisions. The co-ojierative stores should l)clong to the 
purchasers, to whatsoever j^arty they Ix-long. Nevertheless, 
it is true that they need not limit their activity to the sphere 
of dividends. Co-oj)erative stores should, for instance, be 
the first to treat tJieir employees well, and not all <lo what 
might l)c exj)ected from them for their emj>loyees. 'rh<‘y 

should set a good example in the matter of short lioius, 
Sunday closing, and many other things. We must progress. 
(Aj)plause, murmurs.)

S ig n o r  L u z z a t t i  : 1 now sup x>rt the suggestion made 
by our Chairman, a suggestion which I was opjx>sed to a little 
while ago when I thought the subject required to Ik; more 
fully discussed. There are still so many names down to 
speak that if all are to be heard and the rejwrters are to reply 
we should either have to resign ourselves to pass the night 
here or we should have to prolong the proceedings into 
to-morrow, which would interfere with the arrangements 
already made. As 1 am sjx;aking, I wonder if you will allow 
me to make a few brief remarks which may pave the wa}', 
not to conciliation, for we are not here as conciliators, but 
to putting each in his right place. However, before doing 
so I should like to know whether you wish me to speak.

Voices  ; Yes, yes.

S ig n o r  L u z z a t t i  : After all I am ahnost entitled to 
!speak as for a personal explanation, since reference has been
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made to me more than once ; although, accustomed as I am 
to: public life, I have such a hippopotamus hide that very 
different arrows would be required to pierce it. (Laughter.)

The situation is as follows: We have an International 
Co-operative Alliance with its rule which we cannot alter by 
any resolution which is not on the agenda of the proceedings. 
The rule excludes discussion of all political and religious 
questions. The Hon. Nofri asks: "Can we come i n ? ” 
Ancl I answer with perfect frankness, as it is my custom to do, 
“ Yes, you can come in.’! We shall thus have a co-operative 
alliance embracing diverse tendencies as far as the ultimate 
aims of Co-operation are concerned, aims which can only be 
realised a long time henc^ ; but as t.ir as the technical princi* 
pies of Co-operation are concerned, and it^ adminbtrative 
rules, there are not several co-operations but only one. You 
will bring to our association the experience of your institutions 
which set aside part of their dividends for objects other than 
those to which the Rochdale pioneers applied them. But 
the Co-operative Alliance is not a religious sect —(applause) 
—where all have to repeat the same prayer ; it is an associa
tion of experimentalists to which each brings his own con- 
tribution for examination, and if you succeed in convincing 
us that your methods are the best, we shall not be obstinate, 
and we shall accept them. Should we convince you of the 
contrary, then shall have converted yo«. If you wish your 
societies to enter our Alliance we will throw the doors wide 
ojjen to receive you, but if you wish to compel us to abandon 
our principles and pay a frightened homage to yours, you 
would despise us and we should despise ourselves for so doing. 
(Loud applause.)

Now why try to force us to admit that Co-oj)eration is 
a form of the class struggle ? Co-operation is an economic 
method which we consider better suited than others for the 
accomplishment of those things which, before the era of Co
operation, were i>erformed in modern society by isolated 
individuals or by limited liability com|}anies.- We think 
that this method liberates us from aJl forms of usury, whether 
in the shape of profit on food, or rent, or interest on money, 
or in any of the other forms which oppress humanity, among 
which I include the forms of political usury represented by 
the oppression of one class by another. (Loud applause.) 
Before we have liberated the working classes from all these 
forms of usury, we have still a long way to go together.

Moreover, let us speak clearly about the differences 
between your Co-operation and ours— ŷou wish to devote 
the reser\'e funds to feeding strikes.

Voices  : No, no.
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S ig n o r  L uzzatti : Then <»we agree. A French socialist 
co-operator described to the Congress to-day a type of rural 
bank such as already exists all over the world. Rural banks 
are conducted on those lines by Catholics, by Liberals, by 
Socialists. But the Catholics say that in founding these 
rural banks they aim not only at saving (he individuals who 
belong to them from the miseries of this world, but also at 
saving their seals—(laughter); the Socialists say they do 
so to emancipate the workers and to build up a new society ; 
we Liberals say that our object is to free the personality of 
the worker from usury and strengthen him so that he may 
shape his destiny as human liberty may allow of his doing ; 
but we are all three agreed on the essential ]X)ints of these 
institutions, (Hear, hear ; applause.)

V oices  : No.
4

S ig n o r  L uzzatti : Yes; so I  will now recapitulate 
what I have said. If you wish us to abandon our principles, 
it is impossible ; nor do I ask you to abandon yours. Enter 
into the field of Co-operation with your experiments ; we 
will compare them with ours ; discussion will bring the truth 
to light, for at present we do not well know in what the 
technical differences between your Co-ojx:ration and ours 
consist. In this wise, without either vanquished or victors, 
we shall all be able to declare ourselves satisfied with 
Co-o]x;ration,

I will make yet another observation. Hitherto your 
masters, the Socialists, have fought Co-ojx!ralion. VVhat 
contemj)t the leaders of socialism displayed for Co-operation ! 
Our leaders withstood the attack, declaring that they were 
convinced that Co-o])eration supplied a practical formula 
for the solution of the social question and the questions affect
ing the working classes. To-day socialism has made peace 
with Co-oporation, but it is lending to it the impulse of youth
ful energies of which I am in no wise afraid, for when your 
principle is that of saving and associating the efforts of men, 
I think that you also are economists without knowing it— 
(loud laughter)—and that without knowing it your are creating 
bodies which are not revolutionary—(laughter)—because the 
principles of thrift and association are acting on you in such 
wise that though your words continue to be almost anarchic, 
your actions and your aims can only be the economic ones 
of saving and association. (Loud applause.) In my opinion 
we can still go a long way together.

When you come to ask me for laws to improve the 
position of; the workers in the field of Co-operation, I know 
that I am not working for the co-operation of my friends but
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that I am working for your kind of Co-operation. (Hear, 
hear.) When we introduce into the laws clauses which 
empower the State to entrust to groups of workers the building 
of railroads and so forth, I know that I am favouring your 
form of Co-operation. (Loud applause.) And I rejoice in 
so doing, because in my opinion, the more I strengthen Co
operation, the more I make revolution impossible. (Loud 
applause.) That is my theory ; this is my hope. Co-opera
tion emancipates from all forms of violence, from the capital
istic, and from the revolutionary. (Loud ai)plause.)

I will conclude this hope of concord by reminding you 
of a fact taken from the history of English Co-operation. 
Two of its founders w<?i Vaasittart Ne^e and Holyoake. 
The first was an English Conservative of the strictest kind, 
an Anglican who believed that only *Anglicans would be 
admitted to the Kingdom of Heaven. Holyoake was a 
democrat, almost a republican, as much so as an English 
democrat can be—and, moreover, a free thinker. These two 
men who in Parliament would have voted against each other 
and who.in a future life would not even have met—(laughter) 
—for the one woultl have excluded the other from his paradise, 
and the other did not l)clieve in one—were successful and 
upright enough to build up the edifice of English Co-operation, 
in whose shatie the tired legions of humanity now rest. (Loud 
applause.) I invite the Italian socialists, from whom I dif?er, 
to work with me in ljuilding those refuges of social peace, 
such as are represented by pure, honest, loyal Co-operation— 
without epithets, and without ulterior ends—^which leads the 
workers to the goal whither they tend, and which they must 
finally reach, by emancipating them from all forms of usury. 
This IS my idea, and to this idea I adhere. (Loud and enthu
siastic cheers.) The Chairman ^ees  with me, and it is 
understootl that all those who wish to adhere to the Inter
national Co-operative Alliance will be welcome. They will 
come with their ideas and we shall continue with ours.

T h e  C h a ir m a n  : As it is impossible for us to continue 
the discussion now, we propose that you remit the matter 
to the Central Committee for study and then, at the next 
Congress, the members shall have an opportunity given them 
of deciding fairly on the question.

(Cries of agreed.)

Mr. H. W . W o lff  : Before concluding our labours, I 
have a very pleasant task to fulfil, that of thanking all—and 
they are too numerous to name individually—who have

•We are sure that Vansirtart Neale was very far from holding any such 
narrow opinion.— The Exkcutivk Committrk.



performed such devoted service in the organisation of this 
Congress. We are deeply indebted and grateful to tlieni for 
the many interesting things they have shown us, for the 
magnificent reception they have accorded us here. But I 
must mention His Excellency Signor Luzzatti, the General 
Committee at Rome, the Local Committee at Cremona, 
Signor Magaldi, the Mayor of Cremona, the President, Vice- 
President, and the many other officials of the People’s Bank 
of Cremona, which has been the mainspring of the Congress, 
and many others besides. I must also mention our devoted 
Secretary, Miss Halford, who has worked so hard for the 
Congress that she has made herself ill. She has really worked 
here like a steam engine and we ought to express our gratitude 
to her. (Applause.)

M. Se r w y  : I should like to know if the resolution we 
brought forward Ijas been voted for. In the noise that went 
on, we heard nothing. This Congress was convened in order 
that we might discuss matters and after having discussed 
them, no vote was taken ; that makes us apjxjar ridiculous.

M. Cathala  : We all protest against shelving the question.

S ig n o r  L uzzatti : At the j)resent stage of the debate, 
and in the j>resence of several resolutions, I think it advisable 
in the interest of a thorough examination of and a wise 
decision ujx>n the question to refer .all the projK)sals to the 
Committee of the Alliance. The Central ('oinmittee will 
examine them, will study them carefully, and will bring the 
whole question before the next Congress. (Murmurs, j>rotests, 
from different quarters.) ,

The Congress concluded at 6.30 p.m.
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 34th, 1907.
Secon d  Meet in g  o f  the Central Com m ittee , 6.30 p .m .

There were present: Messrs. W. Maxwell, J. C. Gray, 
Mclnnes, Kaufmann, Lorenz, Von Elm, Radestock, Exner, 
Dr. Karpeles, Bertrand, Serwy, Blem, Hogsbro, Count de Roc-

Suigny, Professor Gide. de Boyve, Barr<Ss, H61i6s, Duca, 
»r. H. Miiller, Dr. Ktindig, and Von Koch.

E lection o p  Chairm an  and  of  E x ecu t iv e  Committee . 

—It is unanimously decided to appoint Mr. W. Maxwell as 
President of the Alliance ; Mr. Maxwell signifies his accept
ance. The proposal*of Dr. Muller to reappoint the five 
British members of the Central Committee as Executive and 
to leave to them the election of their officers, is also agreed to.

On behalf of the Swiss Co-oi)erative Union, Dr. Kiindig 
submits an invitation to hold the next International Congress 
at Basle. The invitation is thankfully received and the 
Committee resolves to recommend its acceptance to Congress. 
The date of the Congress is to be arranged between the Execu
tive Committee .and the Board of the Swiss Union.

Then a resolution brought forward by a group of Italian 
Socialistic Co-oj)erative Societies, and copies of which were 
distributed in the Congress Hall, is discussed, Mr. Gray 
protesting against the Congress discussing it or voting on 
it. The resolution had been presented by societies which 
were in no sense members of the Alliance, moreover, the Rules 
strictly forbade the treatment of a subject, which was 
irreconciliable with political neutrality. The Committee 
are of the same opinion.

The following societies are, on application, elected as 
members ; Soci<5te Cooperative de Consommation de Vizille ; 
Consorzio delle Co-operative di Consumo di Milano ; Federa- 
zione fra le Co-operative di Lavoro della Provincia di Ravenna.

Further, the following gentlemen are admitted as in
dividual members : Mr. Draganescou, Roumania ; Mr. N.
Levitzky, Russia.

The meeting closed at 7 p.m.
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THE AUSTRIAN COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE SOCIETY. 

Founded  10th O ctobbk , 1908.

Y««r.
Mo. of 

AAliatwl 
SocUtiM.

Sham .. LMnnuxJ
Dapoiiu.

8«1m. DUtributiv*
EaptniM.

N tt
Profiu,

K. K. K. K. K.
1906* 187 109,720 77,586 9.867,116 194,678 23,466

1907 ? im .KSfi 132,087 10,182,011 238,500 67,002

• 14 Month*.

23 K. =

. THK FINNISH CO-Ol'KRATIVE WHOLESALE SOCIETY.

Year.
I p

« _

Share*.
Loan*
aiul

RcMrva
Fund. .Satei. RxpcnwK. Profiu.

I9(r. 27
Fr.

1.3,850
Fr. !•>.

I.'J.JHK)
Fr.

t.iKM.Oiil
Fr.

10,I8»
Fr.

17,100
(rt monlhii)

11K)0 57 24,*A'5 75,(*M» 05.000 4,(KtG,.'>94 90,801 54,8.'52

HK)7 80 4»^64 200,000 8,884.8̂ ‘i7 213,386 1.W.730

2.*> Fr. = / i .

FRENCH CO-Ol'KRATIVE WHOLESALE SOCIETY. 

F o u n d k d  16th Sr p i 'SMBKr , 1906.

September 1906
bis Mai 1907.

Nuintxjr of AfHliated Societies .. 141

Nunibcr of Members of Affiliated Societies 55,680

Av.nilable Fumls ... Fr. 50.000

Share Capital ... II 47.025

Reserve and Devel'ipment Fund ... II 13,000

Mortgage Fund II 5,000

Sales II . 1,190,000

DistriLiuiive Expenses... II 29,700

Representing I’crcentage of laltoiir 1 56

Gross I’rofits... • 1 55,000

Net 1‘rofils ... II 8,000

Fr. =  / I .



Office Coophatif d'Achats tn commun pour Its Fidhations ft 
SociHfs CoopiratiiKS de consommation francaists  ̂

1901— 1907.

W h o i .e s a i.b Socikty  in  P rocr-ss ok  Fo r m a t io n .

217

Ve«r.

1001l«02
MNt8
IWM
ItKkl

liKNS
1907

.5.9

((4100
IWI

21>2
330

Fr.
70.0H0

»)0.(RI0
4A7,(NM»
eiA.ioi
HOO.m?
904,462

1,008,»>7

•̂5
.•S-&

Fr.

»,8.V>
10,610,

*•5

Fr.

4,000
0,900

•22,970 13,860

r ■*

Fr.

.t:■V

2,4«2
4,K.W
6,560,

Fr.
1,161
1,41N
2,3l«’
7.637;
H,247;
8,9a-)

9,120; 11,774
I i

Fr. 
1,277 

002 
l,fi0S 

4,038 6,876 7,210 
9,1̂ 5

Fr.
126
610
80S

2.6JW
2.372
i.oa*;
2,670

i
r
o.
E
w

26 Fr. = jCI.

SWEDISH CO-OrERATIVE WHOLESALE SOCIETY, 1900-1907.

Y««r.
No. of 

Mambem.
(MK-Utin)

Nunbcr «f 
Mcnbtra 

hclon(in| to 
.Sbarchvlutrk.

Shares.
RcMrvc
Fund. Sain.

i

N .I
I'roruk.

I
PcrKwint.

1000 46 10,098
Kr. Kr. Kt.

' 1 
I

Kr. 

... *

Kr.

1001 44 ll,0(t3 ... . . •
t

;
1002 0.S 14,404 . • • . • • ... 11 ,,,
1003 06 12,684 •«• ... ; ... ’ iurn 67 11,433

18,446
• . . 270.3K1' 4,433 "i

1006 UN) •.. , , , 806.6.V> 16.078 1 3
10(M 178 30,106 1.3,78.-5 10,833

31,7(W
2.010.UK* .^S.7fll 12

1007 303 40,064 40,a'’>4 4,207.0UK172,411 33

Kr. 17.60 = £1.

THE CO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE SOCIETY OF 

ST. rETERSBURG.

F o u n d e d  in  1906. ‘

Number of Affiliaied SocieUes ...

Number of Members of AflTiliated SncicticB 

Share Capital

Sale* ... .........................................................

Increase of Last Year...

Distributive Expenses...

Net Profits ...

Dividend Declared

20 Mk. *  £ u

17
2,600

Mk. 81,243

ft 416,660

1SS.400

»» 8,120

fff 02T)

6%
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