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1
1910. 1 1911
£ s d] £ s.
To Balauce in hand, 1st January....... 97 7 11 10 2
v SUDSCriptionS.......coveeeecviiciceeene 246 3 3: 1418 7
sy DONALIONS  ceveeeeeeeee e, 12 3 61 9 12
,, Saleof Publications and Advertise-
MENES ettt eeee et eeeee e 67112 7' 79 9
,,» Sale of Slides and Publications
on COomMmIsSioN .....cccceeveeeveeeennne. 32 2 12 0
., Bank INterest.....cccooceveeveeeeceeeenn, 14 3 o' 5
., Sale of Furniture .......cc.ceevveenee.. 13 18 4° -
,, Cash from Ziiricli Office .............. 19 4 61 -
, 1.e.W.S. Committee.......c.coeueneee. - j 3919
,, Translation.........cccoeveeviiiiiieeiee, ' - -
,» Balance due to Dr. Miiller .......... 19 17 o ! -
Bank Withdrawals .......cccccoeo.... " 1111 9 211443 9
19 7,3,019 3
1910. 1011.
£ B. d. £ s
To Balance in Bank. 1st .Tannary Tss 9 10 557 10
("asli l)eposits, 31st December ;565 12
1,123 3
1910.
£ S.
To Accounts owing—Bent, CleaiiinR and Lighting.. 29 7
» Printing Bulletin.........occooveevie e, -
» Printing English Year BooK..........ccccceevvciveeeennnne 46 17
,» Cash owing to Ziirich........ccccccoooiiiiii e 19 17
,,» Balance of Assets over Liabilities ..................... Wi 10

XXVIII.

Balance Sheets for

CA.SM
1912. Total.
d. £ 8 d £ s d
1 10 0 0 117 9 Y
10'1581 15 3 4246 s 4
6" g 19 6 30 in G
8 11« 14 1 267 =) 4
1 27 14 11 72 )
2 6 16 10 20 IS o
- 13 1< 4
— 19 4 ¢
4 419 2 4 1s |
0 10 8 o 11 8
- 19 17 o
< 10-G 17 10 3611 IG *
10 2,816 s 3 8,649 11 s
BANKING
1912. Total.
- £ s. d. £ s d.
G79 13 10 2,02%) 14 1
7 1,749 10 5 4.27s 19 10
0 2,429 4 3 0.304 13 11
LIABILITIES
1911, | 1912,
d. f s d. £ s. d
7 Xi 13 7 34 s 4
48 G 3 QL 0 U
3 — —
O — —
S 661 s 0 I1.T>0 7

< 743 7 10 1.4ir> 14



XXIX.

1910, 1911, aivd 1912.

ACCOUNT.

By lient,

and

Heatiug,

CleaniDg,
Lighting

.SalariesS e

. Library and Furnishing

General Printing and Stationery...

Printingand Postageo f 2 ( )
. Carriage and Sundries

Postages, Telegrams, and Tele-
PhONE...ciiiiie e

Travelling
Printing, Tran.'slation, and Car-
riage of Year 1Jook.....................

. Hamburg Congress, Printing, and

Translation
Hamburg Congress Kepnrt
I.C.W.S. Committee........c...........

, Bank Charges.......ccccoovvvveeiceennnn.

. Cash from /iirich to !-oiidon.....
. Loss on E.scliange.......c...cccceeeee.

Central ConuiiittPe Mcc't' n;;. AVU --
baden......ccoeeeviiiii,
Tiaiislation......cccccceevceeeiieeinieenenn.
Balance due to Dr. Miiller
Bank Deposits
Balance in hand. HistUccember..

ACCOUNT.

I'v WitlidrawH'.-. 71" 1)p.-i'Inl)ri’

A

N

D ASSETS.

]-iy Ottice Furniture. esiiniiilLi]............

Dutcli Sub.scri])tion.: ......ccccceie
Cash in JJank
Casii in Hand

I s
14 1
80 9

110 |

34 2 11
45 4 (i\
014 1,
MNH ]i 10
i r n

IGUW,
2 1:

163
Id

<2sIH 19 7

191(L.

7 il.
1193 1"
ANS7 O In

VA FATEN CRE

. Sale of PuMii-atiiinp. T'nited Kinu'dmn

49

WK 17

212 19

o 9

1 1G
2> 0
rrb5 12
10 O

,010 !

1911.

, 14 i

r,79 1;;

,12:1

nikKi.

i1

mli7 1M
lu 2

rhil 12

1912.
d. i s
7 133
2. 407 12
1 27 ir>
H HG 1
11 17
4 23 in
8 1 2
11 N7
8 A2
H
10 2
0 i
3 4
U _
7 1,749 31
n It) o
KI 281<; 8

1'.'13.
d' X s
9 Liinr, 17
1) 1.372 0
n 2 21 4

inil.
li. ¢
I (i

2: 14

Gri i

1 n
r. 74;, 7

Total.
d ¥ 3
1 <sn
@ 1452 4
0 101 lo
A 12
2ti 1Y)
tl 111 i
79 L
t lel 17
1 < I
27- 11
5 2
212 1)
45 <
1C 1 H)
2ill 12
a
VL
1 [}
2ii
. 427H 19
(i 30
H 11
T-iul.
d-!
1] W
Yjo2.6<"i m
{ i;:
191 *J
@
I 33 1
(
M 1.:7-j
1] M @
» K
M enr. )
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List of Delegates 81 Representatives
present at the Congress.

REPRESENTATIVES AND GUESTS OF HONOUR.

GlaSgoOW oo Barnes, G. N., M.P.
Board of Agriculture ..........ccccciviieiiiiiiiiieennnn, Cheney, E. J.

Labour Department, Board of Trade .............. Dent, J. J.

TUDINGEN e Wilbrandt, Prof. Dr.
Ruskin College .......ccocciiiiniiie e, Slater, Dr. Gilbert.

Board of Trade ......ccccooiiiiiiiiiieiiiieee e Cahill, J. R.

DELEGATES FROM SOCIETIES AND UNIONS IN MEMBERSHIP
WITH THE ALLIANCE.

AUSTRIA.

Lemberg, Landeskreditverband .................... Petrushevich, lvan.
Sajewycz, Omelaw.

Lemberg, Landesrevisionsverband ruthenis-

cher landwirtschaftlicher Genossen-

schnften ... Petiushevich, Ivan.
Lembeig, Wechselseitiger Krcditverein

“DNISTEN ™ St-opankovsky, V.
Prague. Ustredni svaz ceskoslovanskych

ArUZSTEV i Cifka, Karel.

Havranek, Jan.
Havrankova, Marie.
Jaros, Rudolf.
Jirasek, Ferdinand.
Keller, Alois.
Kelner, Ford.
Komeda, Karel.
Konicek, Vaclav.
Modracck, Frantisek.
Panek, Josef.
Smahel, Bohumil.
Vanicek, Josef.
Vanickova, Mario.
Winter, Dr. Lev.

Vienna, Zentralvcrband osterreichischer

KONSUMVEIBINE ..vvviiieeeeeiee e Beran.

Cermak, Karl.
Chobot, Emanuel.
Dietl, Anton.
Dvorak, Anton.
Eldersch, Matthias.
Feilnreiter, Franz.
Fischer, Rudolf.
Fiser, Adalbert.
Freundlich, Emmy.
Gabriel. Josef.
Gartler, Oskar.
Gergich.



XX.XI.

osterreichischer

Vienna, Zentralrerband
Konsumvereine

HrNGARY.
Budapest, Atalanos FogA-asztasi Szovetkezet.

Budapest, “ Hangya”

Budapest, Landes Zentralkreditgenossen-
SChaft .o
Budapest. Magyar Koztisztriselok Fogyas-
ztasi szovetkezete ...,
Budapest, Magyarorszagi szdvetkezetek
SZOTELSEUE  wrvveiiieieeiiieeeeeer e e s saaee s
BELGIUM.
Antwerp, Federation societies cooperatives
DEIGES oo

Antwerp, Office cooperatif beige

DENMARK.
Aarhus, Jydsk Andels-Foderstofforretning

Gottfrii-d. Aiitoji.
Hnrkl, W'enzol.
Hnhn, Alois.
Hesky, Franz.
Hladik, Hermann.

Jenik, Ediwrd.
Karpcles, Dr. Benno.
Karpcles, Lisi.
Knobloch, Franz.
Kohl, Anton.
Kovanda. Wenzel.
Kiihnel, Franz.
Lorenz. Wilhelm.
Mai, Hciniich.
Mladek, Wenzel.
Polzer, Johann.
Rau.snitz, SieRiniind.
Konner, Dr. Karl.
Scharing, Julius.
Schnopf, Wilhelm.
Sikora, Antoji.
Sommer, Riidolf.
Stamctz. Josef.
Thum, Eduard.
Tobola, Josef.
Vi.sintini, Heinrich.
Vukovits. Andreas.
Wabersich, Wenzel.
Wohradsky, Franz.

Erdelyi. Maurus.
Peidl, Julius.
Gyorgy, Andre.

Gyorgy. Andre.
Mehely, Koloman.
Piim, Jo.sef.

Kalapos, Ludwig.
Gyorgy. Miss.

de Backer. Adulphe.
Dupont, Le(m.
Pepin. T.tmis.
Rousseau. Emile.
Sar™y, Victor.

Krist*nson, Kr.
Kristensen, N.
Nielsen, P.
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Copenhagen, Fnollosforeningcn for Danmnrks
Brugsforeninger

FRANCE.

Paris, F~eration Nationale des Cooperatives
de Consommation

GERMANY,

Bocholt, Kousumgenossenschaft “ Eintracht.”
Duisburg-Ruhrort, Konsumgenossenschaft
“ Selbsthiilfe 7 ... e
Giesenkirchen, Konsumverein, *“ Arbeiter-
WORNL 7 e e
Hagen, Konsumgenossenschaft “ Eintracht.”
Hamburg, Zentralverband deutscher Kon-
SUMVEIEINE oottt

Brobcrg, L.
Jorgensen. Scverin.
Xielsen, Frederik.

Berthraiit

Helies, M. L.
Lavergne-Bernard.
Le Clerc.

Poisson.

Poisson, ' Madame.
Qiiillent.

]*naudel.

Renaudel, Madame.

Thomas, Albert.

Halfenborg, Josef.
Tripnart, Emil.

Kremer. Gerhard.
Hamer, Otto.

Albert. Fr.
Assmann, R.
Banse, W.
Barthel. W.
Bjiner, H. (Xiirnberg).
Bauer, H. (Wiesbaden).
Bauer, J.
Benkert. L.
Berthold, P.
Bodden, J.
Borgner. 0.
Borowski, A.
Bosch, S.
Braun. E.
Clotzel. K.
Dreyer, Ed.
Eberle, K.
Elm, A. von.
Ewert, K.
Feuerstein, F.
Fickenscher, H.
Fischer, H."
Franke, K.
Frenzel. P.
Friedrich, R.
Geidel. 0.
Gottschalk, K.
Grashold, H.
Grossberndt, H.
Hammerbacher, A.
Haubold, E.
Hoilers, W.
Heiitzschel, M.
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Herbst, J.
Horksen, .
Hildebraiidt, A.
Hirsch, W.
Hirschnitz, M.

Hamburg, Zentralverband deutscher Kon-

SUMVETEINEG oot e e e eeenaas Junger, R.

Kalbfleisch, V.
Kantlehner, R.
Kaufmami, H.
Kleefoot, P.
Klug, Br.
Konig, K.
Krolik, M.
Kruger, P.
Kiihnecrt, P.
Lio.bniann, V.
Lorenz, H.
Maier, Dr.
Meissiier. o .
Mendel, M.
Mcurer, "Wilh.
Meyer, Hermann.
Meyer, P.
Minis, A
Miiller, Dr. A.
Ncubaiu'r. A.
Noack, B.
Pflng, P.
Prcissnor. K.
Richt<>r, O.
Rieger, J.
Piehl, K.
Roder, K.
Rupprecht, A.
Schafer, H.
Schaffer, P.
Schagen, W.
Schiesser, AV.
Schicvink, H.
Schmidt, H.
fA*hmidt, W.
Schmittinper,
Schult-p, A.
Schwedt, H.
Seifert. H.
Seltmann, Fr.
Siegel, J.
Sierakowsky, H.
Sorensen, \\ald.
Staudinger, Prof.
Steinbach, Frau W
Tattel. F.
Vieth, F.
Vosseler. A.
m\Valler. Herm.
m\Veddic, K.
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Lippstiidt. Konsumvercin “ Selbsthilfo ”
liiliu'n a.d. Lippo. Konsumgenossenschaft
* Eintracht ”

Miilhoim a/Rh..
Konsumvereine

Reichsverband deutscher

ITALY.

Milan. Federnzione Milanese delle Coopera-
tive di Prodnzione e Lavoro

Milan, Lega Nazionale delle Cooperative
italiane ...
Milan, I'nionc Cooperativa ........ccccccoviivreennnnn
NETHERLANDS.

s'Gravenhage, Nederlansc-he  Cooperatievi*
Bond and Handel-skamer...........ccccocoeeiiiennen.

NORWAY.

Bergen. Nygaards Handol.sforening
Christiania, Griinerlokkens koop. selskap.......
Kristiania, Hamar kooperative selskap
Christiania, Kristiania kooperative selskap ...
Christiania. Landhusholdings selskapernes

Fallesjob e

Christiania, Norges koop. landsforening .......
Christiania, Sagene kooperative selskap .......
Christiania. Vika kooperative selskap ..e...........
Fredrikstad. fredrikstad samvirkelag
Halden. Haldens arbeideres handelsforening...
Trondhjem. 4de Jernbanedistrikts forbruks-

foreninp

ROrMANIA.

Boto.sani. Infratiria Plugarilor
Breaza-de-Sus, “ Caraimanul 7 ............cc.cccooee.
Bucharest. Casa Centrala a Bancilor Populare.

RUSSIA.

Moscow, Komitet v. selsk ssiidosteregat-
towaritschestrach ........ccccceeveviieiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeen,
Mo.«co\v. Union of Russian Distributive
Y0 1o =) A=

Tiflis, Georgian Agricultural Societv

Wiofol, K.
Wiirtz. W.
Zink, Fr.

Braun, Carl.

Schlock, Peter.
Erich, L.

Schlack, Peter.
Winter, Carl.

Osimo. A., Professor.

Forti, Prof. Rag. A.
Ferrari, Bruno, Prof.
Vergnanini, Antonio.
Boschetti, Elisa, Mile.

Adam, John.
ftoedhiirt, G. J. D. C.
Kristians. |, T. A.
Miner, G. A. .1
Schouten, A.
Spii'kniaii. H.
Zillesen, C. F.

Pedersen. H.
Aaroe, P.
Ditlefsen, Arne.
Hagen, C.

Braset, H.
Tesaker, B.
Dehli, O.
Roine, 0.
Opsand, 1.
Hopen, N.
Rikheim, S.
Arnesen, R.

Skaarvold, .1
Museteanu. M.

Popovici, Gheojghe.
Enescu, Fotin C.

Perelchin, Wladimir.

Koroboff, Dmitry
Totomianz, Dr. V.
Ghambashidze. David.
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FINLAND.
Helsingf.'"M"'-  Suonn-n  Osuuskaupprtjon Kos-
............................................. Hirvonen, Pentti.
Karli, Otto.
Linna, E.

Peitsalo, Otto.
Stavenhagen, Emil.

Hclsmgfrt»»- “ Pellervo”™ .., Arola, Kaarle.

SWEDEN.

Stockhoh~t'” Kooperative Forbundet ... Pahlmann, Axel.
1~oslinfi, K. G.

Schmidt, C. W.
SWITZERLAND.

Basle Schweiz. Konsumvcrcinc ....... Aebli.
’ Angst, E.

Baumgartner, J.
Cadot-sch, J. B.
Rohr. Heinricli.
Schjir, Dr.
Suter, Dr. A
Thomct, F.

UNITED KINGDOM.

ENGLAND.
..................................................................................... Davies, A.
Airdedalr Mannfacturinp ..........cc....... Halstead, R.
ALCESTRT | =V e
AShTori-nt™” IN"® i,

.............................................................. M."he, %-,
S F= T (o 16 TR Ppstleth.vaite, J.
Whnlker, A.

BarroWFMLE L .....ccoiiiiiiiiiicee e Bradley A. J.
Barwell e
Batlev . s ®ayno, J.
Bedlingt.'t' .. . t
BINGIEY oo VJinton. J.
Birkensh." Haslam, J.
Birminenr**" e, Pearce, G. H.

"N William.s, Mr.s. M.
Bishop Peacwk%
BlackbiirM {"*Vstrial .........cccooiiiiiiiii
Blaina . ~thav, F
Blavdon e Crooks, AV
BOItON . s Bradlev, Wl Z|:
Boston . ooV ...,

N N

Bradford. ™ e Mellor, H.
Bradford <'«binetmakers .......ccooccciiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn, r.
Bridgwa<t'* e ,

l?msai.l*' Carbrook e Firth, J

Bri
X Nagle, J. G.



BUMNIBY e I™axwoll.  AV.
BUIY e === |Ingham, G.
Taylor, R.
Cainscross andEbley ........ccccovvviiiiiiiien e Blackwell, J.
Cardiff oo Seig, E. G.
Carlisle Clarke, W.
Carnforth oo Patterson, J.
Chatham ... Wilson, G.
Chelmsford ..o Armstrong. T.
Chipping NOrtoN ... Peprson, J.
Clayton-1e-Moors ..o Crines, T.
(©F [=F-1 o] gl 1Y [ 1o 1 TP Larkin, W.
CleckNeaton  ooeeeeeeeeeeeeee e Peel, E.
CIOWN e Flanagan, Mrs. J.
CoalVille .. Lockwood, A.
Codnor Park and lronville ......ccccccevvvvvviivviinnnnnnee. Kendrick, J.
Co-operative Insurance Society ........cccce... Brodrick, T.
Dewar, J.
Forsyth, J. H.
Co-operative Newspat>or Societv ...........c...... Bamford, AA. M.
Elliott, J.
Flanagan, J. A.
Co-operative Productive Federation .............. Halstead, R.
Co-operative Printing Society .......cccccoeeenenee. Sellars, W. F.
Co-operative Secretaries’ Association ............... Kenworthy, J. C.
Co-operative Sundries Manufacturing............... Lawton, H.
Co-operative Union Limited ........ccccoevvvveiniinnnnnnn Redfearn, T.

Murdoch, J.

Westbury, H.
Co-operative Wholesale Society...........ccccvvveenenn Coley, P.

Johns, J. E.

Moorhouse, T. E.

COVENTIY o 7ones, W.
Poole, S. G.
Coxlodge and Fawdon ..........ccccooieiiiieniieeiee Avery, J.
CrBWE oot e e e e e e e e e eees Whiteheid, A.
(03 ¢0) /o (o] RSP Dale, W. F.
Darlington ..o Hall, J.
Dartford ..o May, H. J.
Delph Moorhouse, T. E
DerDY oo Rankin, F.
Turner, H.
Derby Printers .....oocccociivieiiiiiee e Le\ick, F.
Dewsbury PiONeers .......ccccooeiviiieeeicciiiee e, Thomson, T. H.
DOWIAIS oot Davies, Mrs.
DrovIsden ... Pogson, D.
Eccles Manufacturing ..........cccccveeeeviineeeccciieee e Ghss, P.
EJccles Provident ....ooooovveeeiiiiiiee e Deeley, B.
EgQremont ... Tyson, H.
Failsworth ... Nelson, J.
Farnworth and Kearsley ......cccooeiviiiiveeenviiennnn Trmson, S.
FIeetWOOd e Dyer, Dr. H.
GateShead ... Brack, J.
Oliver, -T.
(€] [o]U[o1=TS) (=] T Blackwell, J.
Godalming oo M'Pherson, J.
GO0 oo Holmes, L.
Grantham oo Mclnnes, D.

(€ = AVZ= 1511 o Lo [ Dont. J. J.
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Great Grimshy ..o Youug, J.
Great HOrton .......ccccooiiiiiiiie s Shepherd, J.
Great WigSton .......ccccceiiiiiiiiiiiceee e A.
Grt*enfield . Burnett, H.
Guildford . Holyoake-Marsh, Mrs. E
Ha«<lingden ... Gray, T.
Hebden Bridge Fuatian ... Dawson, J.
Heckmondwike ..o Redfeara, Mrs. S.
HevWOood ... Thomson, G.
Hindley e Gerrard, D. H
HOrwich e Bradley, Miss M.
Huddersfield ... Bain, J.
“ Ideal” Clothiers, Wellingboro'..................... Kyle, G. O.
1SSy (o] o [ M'Intyre, D.
Keighley ., Abbott, A.
Midgley, F.
Kettering Boot and Shoe Manufacturing..... Williams, A.
Kettering Corset Manufacturing...........c......... Law, L.
Kettering Industrial .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiienn, Ballard,
Kettering Clothing Manufacturing Daniels, H.

Kirkby-in-Ashfield ... Sharpe, W.
Lancaster and District Buchan, Mrs.
Slater, Mrs.

Langley Mill and Aldercar ..........ccccoeeiiinnennnnn. 'Vyld, A.
LeedS oo Briggs, .G
Healy, T. A.
Leek and Moorlands..........cccccceeiiiiiieenieinnnnnee Pinkerton. G.
Leiceser. Anchor Boot and Shoe ..................... = .Moore, W.
Leicester Co-operative ........ccccccceeviiieeeiiineennns Mann, A.
Mann, Mrs. A.
Leicester, “ Equity” Boot arid Shoe .............. M'Pherson, H.
Leicester Printing .....ccccoceiiiiiiiiiie e, Hubbard, 6. W.
Leigh Aubrey, C.
Williams, J.
Lincoln e Hew6on, W.
Howard, W. B.
Lincoln Land and Building ........cccccoiiiiiiennn. Mclnnes, D.
Liverpool, City of ...t e, Blair, W. R.
Blair, Mrs. A
London: Agricultural Association .................. Harris, J. N.
Labour Co-partnership Association .................. Mann, A.
Williams, A.
Long Buckby ..o Smart, S.
Manchester and Salford ..........cccccoiiiiieninnnnin, Gibson, D.
Gibson, Mrs. D.
Mansfield and SUttoN ..., Turner, Mrs. H.
Masboro’ Equitable ........cccoccoeeeiiiiii, Ainsworth, E.
Middlesbrough ... Edwardson, E.
Weaver, J. W.
Midland Boot Manufacturers .............cccce..... Smith, D.
Mid-Rhondda .........cccooiiiiiiiiiee e, Gamble, J. S.
V(0] o 1= Y RS PR Low, W.
NEISON i Sinclair, T.
[N [1Y7-1 o G Smethurst, W. A.
New Mills e Edmondson, Rev. W. D.
Northern Co-operative Laundries ................ Davison, J.
North Shields ..., Morton, E. F.
Oldham Equitable .........ccccciiiiiii s Prii:gle, G.

(@ FS1SY=) 1 ST Scholefield, J.



XXXVIII.

Pegswood
Penarth
Peterborough

Portsea Island
Preston
Queensbury
Ripley
River and District
Rochdale Pioneers

Rugby
Runcorn and Widnes
Scarborough
Seaton Delaval
Sheffield and Eccleshall

Skelmersdale
Soho
Southampton
“ Sperope” Boot Mannfacturpis
Stapleford and Sandiacre
Stockport Industrial
Stocksbridge
Stratford

Tamworth
TANTODIC. e
Thomson, 'William, and SONS....ccccooovvvvieeeeeiiennnnn.
Throckley
To.v Law
Treharris
Twerton

Uppermill
Walkden
Wallsend
Walsall

Wellingborough Mi~and
Whaley Bridge
Willesden District
Windhill
Winsford
Woolwich, Royal Arsenal

Workington Beehive
Workington Industrial
WOIKSOP oo s
Wrexham
Ynysybwl
Women’s Co-operative Guild

Abei'deen Northern
Alloa
Alva
Armadale
AA-onbank

Andcrsoii, W.
Soig, E. J.
'Syred, W.

Syred, Mrs. W.
Frankling, F. J.
Brown, J.
Johnston, T.
Weir, W.

Young, A.
Banks, T.
Mcllar, H '
Ritchie, W~
Millington, W.
Cross, A.
Lindsay, J.
Green, G.
Miller, J.

Lowe, P. Y.
Gray, R.
Gerrard, Mrs. D. H.
Cadiz, M. H.
Hamilton, J.
Higginbotham, J.
Kenworthy, J. C.
Banks, G. L.
Golightly, A. AV.
Walker. H. F.
Monteith, J. B
Thunison. G
Kiiton, M.

Boll, G.

M'Lay, R
McLean, T.
Maxwell, Mrs. .
McLean, Mrs. T.
C-irisp, J.
Abbotts, W.
Johnson, C.
Holmes, Mrs. L.
Gemmel, Mrs.
Barnes, G. N., M.l
Young, J.
Arnold, T. G.
Hainsworth, A.
Edgar, R.
Millar,

Young, J.
Rankin, Mrs. F.
Davies. S.
Coffer, Mrs

Bissett, G.
McLean, G.
Wilson, D. C
PoiiStie, R.
M'Kenzie, D
Greig, J. F.
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Bainsford and Gralmmstown Baking .............. Jamieson, J.
Banntx?kburn ........ccocooiiiiiii Buchanan, J.
Barrhead ... Edgar, W.
BCIith e Smith, T.
Bellshill and Mossend ...........cccooevveiinvevnnnvvnnnnnnns Swan, J.
Blantyre ... Lindsay, W.
Bonnybridge ... M'Gruther, AV.
Brechin United ........cooiiiiiiiiiiiieeeecee, O'Neil, A.
Broxburn .. Bertram, D.
Burnbank ... Wallace, R.
Burntisland ... Spalding, G.
BIISDY oo M‘Callum, A.
Cambnslang e Anderson, A
(OF=1 011 o] o 1R Burns, J.
Carrick o Davidson, A.
Cathcart ... Todd, A.
Clydebank .....cccoeeiiiii e Davidson, C. M.
Coatbridge  ....oeoeeeei e Johnston, J.
Cowdenbeath ... King. J.
COTTIAIIS e Torranco, J.
Crofthead ......cccoeeiiiiii e, M'Kee. J.
DalzZiol ... Jack, D.
Darvol ... Russoll. W.
Denny and DUNNIPano .........cccccevvveeeenniieeennnnen. Loney. P.
Dumbarton ... Bennett. H. H.
Dundee, City of ..o Miiir. J.
Dunfermline ..., Bon-io. A.
Dvkehead and Shotts .......ccccooeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn, Crichton. D.
DVSAIT oo Torri.s. A.
Kdinburgh, St. Cuthbort's ........ccccccvviiiininenn. Rodgor. H.
Taylor, G. D.
Fraserburgh ... McLean, N.
Galashiels United ........cooooooviiiiiiiiiieeeeeen, Millar, H.
Gilbertfield ... Haddow. H.
Glasgow, Drapery andFurnishing ................... Somerville, 'R
Glasgow Eastern ..........cccceeeeviviiiiieeeeeececivnnen, Rofs. M.
Glasgow, Kinning Park ........ccocceeiiiiiiiiiieeeennnn, Martin, A. W.
M'Kenzie, F,
Glasgow, London Road ..........ccccccoeiiiiiiiinenennnne Cardwell, F.
Glasgow, St. GEOrge .....ccccecoeveeeiiiiiiieeeeeennnns Gow, Mrs. M.
Henderson, A.
Glasgow, St. ROHOX ...ocooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieees Ross, T.
Glasgow, United Co-operative Bakery .......... Buchanan. A.

Buchanan, N\Irs. A.
Tulloch. Mrs.

Gorebridge ....oooocieies i \oung, G.
Grahamstown and Bainsford ..........ccccccooeeeeee. Dunbar. J.
Greenock Central ..........oooovvveiiiieiiieiee, Horne, D.
Hamilton BaKing .......ccccccoovoieiiiiiiiiieeeeeii, Morrison,
Hamilton Central ..........cccocoiiiiiiiiiiiiciee e M'Rae, W.
HOWWO0O0d e Hines, C.
Hurlford ... Allison, R.
JONNSTONE oo Howie, J.
JuNiper GFrEeN ....ccccviiiiiiieeeee e Kellv, J. C»
KPILY s Cald@r, J. B.
Kilbirnie m )
Kilmarnock ..., Clark, T.

Lennox. A.
KilWINNING oo Paterson, J.



Lanark e Oldfield, E.
LEItN e A 'tt
[T oY 8T )1q 10 11Y] o KU Campbell, H.
Lochgelly .o KeiT, A.
LONQCIOTE oo Anderson, D.
Musselburgh and Fisherrow ............cccceeees Roes, W.
New Cumnock .......cccccvveviviiieiieeeenninnns R-
Newmains and Cambusnethan M'Whirter, D.
Newmilns ..o
NEWLON i Donaldson,
Paisley Equitable ..., Baird, W.
Paisley Manufacturing .........ccccocoveiieiiniinen. Lamond. W. A.
Phinn, J.
Paisley Provident ..., M'Millan, N.
Orr, G.

Paisley Underwood Coal ..........cccoceeeiiiiiiininnenn. Bitchie, J.
Pathhead and Sinclairtown ...............cccccee.. Murray, D. P.
Perth, City Of ., Taylor, J.
Perth Coal .....ooovvveeeiiiiie Miller. AV.
Pollokshaws ..., M'Courtney, R.
Renfrew Equitable ... Jamieson, Mrs.
SEIKITK e Bolster. T. J.
Shettleston ..o Hamilton, C.
Sterhousemuir Equitable ... Deans, J.
SUIING o Brown, J.
THHEOUIr| e Stavert, A.
Uddingston ..o Hamilton, J.
Vale 0f LeVeN ..o Logie. A.
West Calder ......cccooviiiiiiiiii e Cassidy. P.
WIShAW e e, Prentice. W.
Central District C'Onference Association ...... Campbell.
East of Scotland Conference Association ...... Johnston. A.
Fife and Kinross Conference Association ...... M'Connell, P.
Forfarshire, Perthshire, and Aberdeenshire

Conference Association ...........cccccccvvveeennnn. Mathews. G. J.

Glasgow and Suburbs C<inference Association. Fraser, R.
Stirling and West of Fife Conference. Assoc. Dunley, J.

Scottish Central Committee on Education...... Lucas, J.
Scottish Co-oi>erative Wholesale Society ...... Allan. W. R.
Macpherson, C. W

Scottish Laundry Association ....................... Campbell, R.
Scottish National Defence Association .......... Welsh. A.

Scottish Veterans’ Association ..................... Norval, A.

Scottish Women’'s Guild ... Rough. Mrs.

“ Scottish Co-operator ” Newspaper .............. Adam, T.

IRELAND.
Belfast ..o Armstrong, R.

Richardson. H.

AMERICA (United States).
New York, Co-operative League ..........cccccee.... Sacoder, Joseph.
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The Congress Agenda.

l. Session of Congress.

Address of Welcome by the President of the Keception

Committee.

. Address of the Lord Provost.

Opening of the Congress by the President.

Inaugural Address bv Earl Grev (Honoraiv President
l.e.A).

Report of the Central Committee on the activity
Alliance since the Hamhinp; Congress.

of tJie

of tlie

Resolutions with regard to the revision of Avticlos 18, ]n, 28

and 36 (b) of the rules.
Report on I'niforni Co-operative Statistics.

Il. Session of ("oxgrkss.

Resolution of the Central Connnittee withrcyaid to

the

attitude tahen by the (‘o-operativi* .Movoiient towards

peace. ("r. G. J. 1). ('. (Joedliart.)

“ The direct exchange of goods between distriliiitive societies
agricultural and other productive societies, also between

the Wholesale Societies in the different countries.”
by Mr. Heinrich Kaufmann.)

Election of the members of the Central Committee.

I1l. Session Coxgress.

(Paper

“ The closer relationship and mutual hel]» of oo-o])cratois
in the different countries, and the comja'ehensive cliaracter

of the I.e.A.” (Paper by Mr. Aneurin Williiuus.)

“ The Co-operative Press and Co-operative Education."

(Paper by Dr. O. Schar.)

IV. Session of Congress.

“ The plurality of distributive societies having their seat in

the same locality.” (Paper by Mr.l.. Buffoli.)
Motions by members of the Alliance.
Decision as to the time and place of the next

Closing of Congress by the President.

Congress.
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Standing Orders

FOK THE

Ninth International Co-operative Congress

Passed by the Central Committee on 5th June, 191S, at Basle.

1.

The Ninth International Co-operative Congress, convened by
the Central Comnaittee of the I.C.A., will be held at Glasgo\v,
on 25th to 28th August, 1913, in the St. Mungo Halls.

The following persons will be entitled to attend

(«) Delegates of the co-ojieratives societies, unions, and
association.s which are members of the I.C.A., and
which are not in arrears with their subscriptions.
The names and number of delegates must be sent
in by the societies or unions accrediting them to
the office of the International Co-operative Alliance.
146, St. Stephen’s House, Westminster, London,
not later than 14th August.

(b) Members of the Central Committee and the correspond-
ing members of the I.C.A.

(c) Persons invited by the Central Committee in virtue of
the power conferred upon it by Clause 23 of the
Alliance Eules.

These categories are the members of Congress.

3.

Persons wishing to attend Congress merely as visitors can
obtain tickets of admission through the office of the Reception
Committee by applying not later than 22nd August, provided
that there is available accommodation.
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4.

Delegates whose attendance has not been previously announced
can only be admitted by handing in to the Congress Committee
satisfactory evidence that they are duly authorised delegates.

5.

Every constituent member, being a society admitted under
sub-BectioD (0) of Article 8, or an association admitted under
Bub-~tion (d) of Article 8, which numbers less than 10,000
individual members and belongs to the Alliance independent!}-
of any union, is entitled to send one delegate.

Every co-operative union with 300 societies or less, every
co-operative society numbering more than 10,000 individual
members, has the right to be represented by two delegates.

Every co-operative union or federation of unions which
includes more than 300 society members is entitled to send

three delegat”es.

A co-operative union joining the Alliance will all its societj-
members is entitled to appoint one delegate for every ten society
members.

The societies and unions which are entitled to more than
one delegate may give the votes of the latter to a single delegate,
provided, however, that no one delegate is to l'eceive more than
ten votes.

(The word “ union ” in this rule includes every federation
of co-operative societies.)

6.

All delegates and members of the Central Committee have
the right to take part in the discussion of subjects on the Congress
agenda and to vot-e.

Corresponding members and persons invited by the I|.C.A.
also have the right to speak, but not to vote.

7.

Delegates will i-eceive blue tickets, which they must produce
when voting. Corresponding members will be provided with
white tickets. Yellow tickets will be provided for persons invited
bv the I.C.A.
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8.

Every member of the Congress, whatever his category (but
not visitors), will be entitled to take part in all the proceedings,
excursions, etc., which take place during the Congress, subject
to the conditions laid down by the Keception Committee. They
will also receive all the printed matter provided for delegates,
free of charge, on presentation of their members’ tickets.

9.

All printed matter relating to the Congress will be issued
in three languages— German, French, and English. Congress
members will be entitled to a set of publications in one language
only.

10.

The business of the Congress will be conducted by n com-
mittee consisting of a president, two vice-presidents, and threi-
secretaries, nominated by the Central Committee of the I.C.A.

The Congress Committee will appoint the necessary number
of tellers, and make all arrangements necessary to the smooth
working of the Congress. The Congress Committee will have the
right to make any alterations it may consider desirable as to
the order in which the subjects are discussed, etc.. and to change
the hours laid down in the programme, with the consent of the
Congress.

11.

The business of the Congress will be carried o)i in French,
German, suid English.

The substance of every resolution will, as a rule, be at once
rendered in the two other languages of the Congress.

As the papers will have been previously printed and circulated

in the three languages, they will not be .translated during the
Congress. The author will, however, be allowed 15 minutes in

which to summarise his paper.

12.

Members of Congress desiring to take part in any discussion
must send in a written notice to the Congress Committee. Ten
minutes will be allowed each speaker in the discussions, but the
time may be reduced to five minutes with the consent of Congress.

No delegate may speak more than once on the same subject,
except that the mover,of a resolution or the writer of a paper

may reply.
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Subjects not on the agenda may not be. dealt with iit tho.
discussions.
Should speakers digress the Chairman lias the right to call

them to order, and can refuse the right of further sj>eech should
the”™- permit themselves to make unsuitable i-emarks.

13.

All resolutions for Congress must be handed in to the Congress
Committee in wTiting.
= Besolutions relating to subjects other than those which art>
on the agenda, and which are drawn up during the Congress,

must be handed in to the Central Committee of the I.C.A., or
a special committee, which will consider and report on them.

14.

The closure of a discussion can be moved at any time bv
not less than ten meiiibers of the Congre.s.«. Such a motion must
iat once be put to the vote by the Congress Committee. If the
closure of the discussion is decided upon, the reader of the paper
or the mover of the resolution is allowed the O])portunit3* of
bringing the discussion to a conclusion, but must not occupy more
than ten minutes.

15.

Speakers are not permitted to introduce subjects of a political
or religious nature into the discussions.

16.

In matters relating to the discussions or of order, the decision
ox the Chairman shall be final, except as to matters which he
maj’ desire to refer to the Committee.
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List of Speakers.

Kamk. I'AGE.
Allan, J ... 2,156
Angst, E. 106, 165
Babnes, G. N. 12
Blair, W. E. 153
Boschetti, E. 152
Braun, C. 33. 87, 107
Buchan, Mrs. 154
Buffoli, L. 131
Cheney, E. J. 77
Coffer, Mrs. 102
Dehli, O. 46
EIm, a.von ... 42
Freundlich, Frau. 129
Gerrard, D. H. 156
Goedhart, G. j.D. 39
Golightly, a. W. 161
Grey, E\ri....... 5,12
Helies, M. L. 151, 160
J(>rgensen, s. 100
KARPELES, Dr. B. ... 11. 106
Kaufmann, H. 48. 84, 110
Lorenz, H. ... 102, 109
Mann, Amos. ... 81
Maxwell, W. 4. 42. 162
Me INNES, D. ... 82,88
Me Lean, T. ... m 46
Perelechin, W. 158
Paxton, Bailie 3
POISSON, E. ... 105
Eenner, Dr. K. 160
Schar, Dr. O. 111, 130, 157
SeHLACK, P. ... 32. 47. 88
Serwy, V. 158
Staudinger, Prof. 104
SuTER, Dr. a. 11
Thomas, Albert 44
Totomianz, Dr. Y. 81, 104. 130
Westbury, H. 159

Williams, Axeurin 13, 33. 90. 108. 159
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The Congress Reception Committee.

Mr.

Chairman - Mr. James Allan,
Secretary - Mr. James Deans.
Treaswrer - Mr. Duncan McCulloch.

GENERAL COMMITTEE.

“ C O C TP LT O LT LG G

. Allan, Mr. D. H. Gerr.a.rd, Mr.J. Harvie,
. Deans, . J. Bain, J. Brown,
. Lucas, . G. Pinkerton, T. Johnston,
. McCulloch, , W. Allan, P. McConneu.,
. Patterson, . H. McPherson, W. Weir,
. Wilson, Mrs. Buchan, G. J. MATTHIn/\-s,
. Stewart, SI1 wvter, J. DL'NLEY,
. Pearson, Mr. J. S. Ga”lble, A. Young,
B. Weir, , W. Low, W. Ritchie,
. Glasse, . W. Russell, A. M. Welsh,
. Young, . T. Sinclair, J. Dewar,
. Thomson, . W. Scott, T. Adam,
. Gemmell, . G. Pringle, J. Lindsay,
Paton, » W. Anderson, W. Maxwell.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
J. Allan, Mr. J. Pearson, Mr. J. S. Gamble,
J. Deans, ., P.Glasse, » A, Young,

D. McCulloch, , J.Gemmell, A. M. Welsh,

R. Stewart, ., D. H. Gerhard, Mrs. Buchan.
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The Congress Reception Committee

and the

Entertainment of the Delegates.

The co-operators of Scotland appointed a special reception
committee, comprising representatives from every part of the
country, to make all the arrangements for the entertainment and
enlightenment of the delegates during their visit to Scotland.

Each delegate on presenting credentials at the inquiry office
received tickets for various meetings arranged in honour of the
Congress and two souvenirs. One of the souvenirs was a neat
badge to enable the delegates to recognise one another when
away from the Congress Hall. The other was a useful guide book
(issued in the three official languages), which contained descriptive
accounts of the towns to be visited, descriptive sketches of the
history, purpose, and progress of the various co-operative institu-
tions in Scotland, and a brief general survey of the co-operative
history of Scotland.

On Satiarday, August 23rd, the reception committee enter-
tained the members of the Central Committee of the Alliance to
limcheon in the St. Mungo Halls, the property of the United
Co-operative Baking Society. Mr. James Allan, the Chairman
of the Scottish Section of the Co-operative Union, presided, and
there was a pleasant interchange of fraternal greetings.

On the Saturday afternoon there was an interesting procession
of gaily decorated vehicles through the streets of the city. The
procession was almost a mile in length, and the vehicles repre-
sented nearly every phase of co-operative activity. On some of
the vehicles weavers, printers, and various craftsmen were seen
at work. The procession, in which there were four bands, gave
the delegates and the public some idea of the variety of co-opera-
tive effort, while figures displayed on some of the wagons showed
the great strength of the various societies and the enormous trade
done by the co-operative movement in Scotland.

The business sittings of the Congress were held at the
St. Mungo Halls. A writing and reading-room was provided for
the convenience of delegates. By arrangement with the postal
authorities facilities were provided at the hall for the dispatch
and receipt of correspondence. In the buffet-rooms of the

D



St. Mungo Halls, on three of the days, the delegates were
provided with luncheon, at the cost of the reception fund.

At the close of the first session of the Congress the delegates
were conveyed from the hall to the Scottish Co-operative
Wholesale Society’s works at Shieldhall in special tramcars. At
Shieldhall an excellent dinner was provided by the S.C.W.S., and
served with orchestral accompaniment. The Secretary of the
Wholesale Society (Mr. John Pearson) presided, and welcomed
the delegates. The good wishes of the delegates were expressed
by M. Poisson (France), Herr von EIm (Germany), and Mr. Dehli
(Norway), and speeches were also delivered by several of the
Scottish co-operators. The delegates were afterwards conducted
through the different factories, and were all highly delighted with
the great establishment. On leaving Shieldhall each of the
visitors received a souvenir box, containing samples of the
Shieldhall productions.

An interesting function w'as that held in the Glasgow City
Chambers on the same evening, when the delegates were the
guests of the Municipality. A large number of representative
citizens had also been invited to meet the delegates. In the
absence of the Lord Provost of the city (who was in Canada),
Bailie Paxton (Chief Magistrate) did the honours. Accompanied
by the magistrates, clad in their official robes of silk and ermine.
Bailie Paxton received the guests in the beautiful satinwood salon,
after which the visitors passed into the magnificent banqueting
hall. Refreshments were served in several rooms, and music was
provided by a select choir and a high-class orchestra. At an
interval in the musical programme speeches were delivered.
Bailie Paxton told the gathering that anything that contributed
to the co-operative ideals of international peace and brotherhood
was entitled to the support of every true-hearted and loyal Briton.
Earl Grey congratulated the citizens of Glasgow on the great
privilege they enjoyed of housing such a unique assemblage as he
saw before him. Mr. Maxwell also spoke, and Dr. Karpeles, on
behalf of the delegates, thanked the magistrates. Council, and
citizens of Glasgow for their reception of the delegates.

The delegates had a delightful excursion to Edinburgh
on Tuesday afternoon. On their arrival they were the
guests of St. Cuthbert’'s Co-operative Association, the largest
co-operative distributive society in Scotland. The delegates were
driven in carriages round the sights of the historic Scottish
capital, and were greatly impressed with the glories of the famous
Princes Street. At the end of the drive they were entertained to
dinner in the music hall, an assembly-room associated with many
noteworthy gatherings during the past century. A hearty welcome
was given by Mr. George D. Taylor, the president of St. Cuthbert's,
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and Mrs. Lamont, a director, proposed the toast of “ Our
Ouests," which was responded to by Dr. Karpeles (Vienna). TJie
secretary of St. Cuthbert's (Mr. Kodger) proposed " The Co-opera-
tive Movenaent," to which Mr. Maxwell responded.

Paisley was visited on the Wednesday afternoon, when the
delegates were entertained by the Paisley Co-operfttive Manu-
facturing Society, the oldest productive co-operative society in
Scotland. After a visit to the society’s works at Colinslee, where
they saw the processes of weaving carried out and cloth made
into shirts and blouses, the delegates inarched to the hall of the
Paisley Provident Society, the procession being led by two High-
landers, wearing full Kilt dress and playing the Scottish bagpipes.
Tea was served in the hall, and feliditous speeches were delivered
by Mr. Souden (president of the P.C.M.S.), Mr. Rohr (Switzer-
land), and Mr. "Whitehead (Co-operative Union).

Wednesday evening’s gathering was one of the most interesting
for the Continental delegates. It was an excellent concert, pro-
vided by the directors of the United Co-operative Baking Society,
in the St. Mungo Halls. The singing was international in
character, but there was naturally a preponderance of Scottish
music. Scottish songs, old Scottish violin airs, and beautiful
Highland dancing by kilted performers, to the accompaniment of
the pipes, charmed the visitors. Some of the songs were rendered
by a choir of the children of Glasgow co-operators. Professor
Staudinger (Darmstadt) gave expression to the pleasure of the

mdelegates.

The United Baking Society invited the delegates to visit their
great bakeiy in the mornings, when the daily bread was being
produced, and those who took advantage of the invitation were
surprised at the splendid organisatioji and the huge l-usiiitss. (»n
such visits the delegates were entertained to breakfast, and it must
be added, too, that each delegate was presented with a substantial
‘box of cakes and other delectable productions of the bakery.

Thursday afternoon brought the grand finale. The delegates,
having lunched at the Congress Hall, were taken for a pleasure
cruise down the river Clyde. With festoons of flags flowing from
her masts, the steamer “ Kylemore ” moved down the river in
glorious summer weather. The destination of the boat was Ardgoil,
a beautiful park owned by the municipality of Glasgow, but 40
miles distant from the city. The delegates had an excellent view
«of the great shipbuilding yards on the Clyde, and their interest
mwas quickened as the vessel passed Dumbarton Castle and other
notable landmarks. The lovely shores of Loch Goil presented
a picture which will ever be remembered by those who recall the
closincj trip of the Congress.



Report of the Proceedings

OF THE

Ninth Congress of the International Co-operative
Alliance.

FIRST SESSION OF CONGRESS,

Monday, August 25th, 1913,
At 9-50 *a.m.

The Opening Proceedings.

Welcome by the Reception Committee.

Punctually at 9-30 on Monday morning the delegates assembled
in the St. Miingo Halls, where a lively co-operative atmosphere
prevailed. From the exterior fluttered the flags of many nations,
and inside there was a babel of tongues as the representatives of
the world’s parliament took their places. The delegates were
seated at long tables, which ran down the room at right angles to
the platform. At intervals on the tables printed cards were raised
bearing the names of the nationalities represented. Altogether
about 600 delegates were present, representing 20,000,000 mem-
bers of the co-operative societies of the 24 nations incorporated in
the Alliance. Of these representatives, it was estimated that 340
were British, 100 German, 100 from France, Belgium, and
Switzerland, 50 from Austria and Hungary, while Russia, Holland,
Denmark, Finland, Scandinavia, Italy, Roumania, and the United
States all contributed their quota to what was indeed a unique and
inspiring gathering.

On the platform, occupying the central position as President
of the Alliance afad Chairman of the Congress, was the veteran
figure of Mr. William Maxwell, looking little the worse for the
illness which laid him low after a recent visit to the Continent on



the business of the Alliance. On his right was the Eight Hon.
Earl Grey (the Honorary President of the Alliance), who delivered
the inaugural address, and on his left Bailie Paxton, who extended
to the delegates a civic welcome in the unavoidable absence of
Lord Provost Stevenson, who was on avisit to Canada. Others on
the platform included Mr. Aneurin Williams (Vice-President of
the Alliance), Mr. H. J. May (Acting Secretary in the absence of
Dr. Hans Muller), Mr. G. N. Barnes (M.P. for the division in
which the Congress was held), Mr. James Allan and Mr. James
Deans (Chairman and Secretary respectively of the Keception
Committee), Mr. J. J, Dent (Labour Department of the Board of
Trade), the members of the Beception Committee and of the
Central Committee of the Alliance, and several visitors. The
proceedings were conducted in three languages—”"English, French,’
and German—the interpreters being Mr. Adolphe Smith (London),
M. Pallet (Basle), and Mr. A. K. Hillson (Glasgow).

On rising to open the proceedings, the President said they
opened the Ninth Congress that morning under very favourable
circumstances. As Chairman of Congress he would refrain from
making any remarks at the moment, as he was surrounded by
gentlemen whom he was quite sure they were anxious to listen to.
He had on his right the esteemed Honorary President of the Inter-
national Co-operative Alliance (the Eight Hon. Earl Grey). On
his left he had Bailie Paxton, the worthy deputy of the Lord
Provost of Glasgow. He thought he was quite correct, therefore,
in saying that never had their Congress opened under more favour-
able conditions, and he took that as an omen of the good conduct
which he hoped would characterise their Congress. (Applause.)
He then called upon Mr. James Allan, the Chairman of the
Beception Committee, to welcome the delegates.

Mr. Arran said the duty allotted to him was one he had
the greatest possible pleasure in performing. It was to welcome
to the City of Glasgow—the second city of the British Empire—
in the name of British co-operators, their brethren from many
foreign lands assembled there that morning. (Applause.) To
every delegate and to every visitor, whatever might be their
nationality, he extended a cordial and sincere welcome. They
were delighted beyond measure to meet in that Congress so many
delegates from other nations, who were engaged so earnestly and
so successfully in propagating the principles of Co-operation in
their native land. It was the first time the International Co-opera-
tive Alliance had met in Scotland. He was confident that he
expressed the fervent hope of every true co-operator when he said
that important, practical, and beneficial resu ts would be the out-
come. So that this desirable object might be accomplished, let
them act as men and women who were convinced that not only
truth but time was on their side, and that the principles of
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Co-operation would yet triumph over the bnrbarinn methods which
so lon™ and so unfortunately had shaped and controlled the desiin”™»
of nations. (Applause.) lie trusted that that Congress, composed
oTmen and women deeply interested jn the social and moral well-
being of humanity, wouJdd give an impetus to the realisation of the
great truth—the brotherho” of man.

He desired to say in the name of the Reception Committee that
the kindness of the British co-operative societies had enabled them
to make some little provision for the comfort and enjoyment of
the delegates; for that kindness they" w'ere truly grateful. He
trusted that the visit of the delegates to Scotland might not only
be profitable, but enjoyable in the highest sense of the word, and
that the influence of the findings of Congress might have far-
reaching and beneficent efifects upon the future life of the various

nations represented. (Applause.)

The Welcome of the Municipality.

The PuESIiDEXT: | have now to call on the deputy of the Lord
Provost, Bailie Paxton. The Municipality of Glasgow has invited
you to acivic reception to-night, thus recognising the co-operative
movement in a way it lias not been recognised in Glasgow before.

(Applause.)

Bailie Paxton said he was present representing the first citizen
of Glasgow. The Lord Provost of the city was out of the country
on a well-earned holiday, which he was spending in Canada, and
he (Bailie Paxton) had the fortune or the misfortune to occupy his
position for the time being. For his lordship’s absence Bailie
Paxton tendered a sincere apology. He knew' that the Lord
Provost w-ould have been very much at home at that Congress—
much more at home than he (the bailie) was at such a meeting.
He himself had never before had the privilege of speaking in a hall
full of representatives of so many countries as were present that
morning. He asked the delegates to accept from him, on behalf of
the Corporation of Glasgow, on behalf of the magistrates, and on
behalf of the Lord Provost, a hearty welcome to the city.
(Applause.) Glasgow people were proud of their city and jealous
of its interests. They did not give invitations or extend welcomes
to everyone w'ho asked them. (Laughter.) They felt, however,
that when they had this Alliance assembling its delegates from
almost every country in Europe, and from Asia and America,
Glasgow—which boasted of being the second city of the British
Empire—ought to recognise the assembly as w'orthy of a most
cordial welcome. He would have the opportunity in the evening
of seeing the delegates in the Municipal Chambers, and as time
and his business pressed, and as the time and business of the



Congress also pressed, he would not delay the proceedings longer,
but would repeat how welcome they were to the city of Glasgow.
(Applause.)

The President : You will, I am sure, desire to express to Bailie
Paxton and the municipality your hearty thanks for their kind-
ness, and | should like to say how deeply we are indebted to them
for their recognition of the Congress. (Applause.)

Mr. Arran said the Scottish Section of the Co-operative Union
did not think Bailie Paxton would forget that meeting, but they
were presenting him with a copy of Mr. Maxwell's “ History of
Co-operation in Scotland.” He asked the bailie to accept that
book, and he begged that he would carefully read it.

Bailie Paxton expressed his thanks for the valuable book. He
said he had not been a devout worshipper at the shrine of Co-opera-
tion. He had, as a matter of fact, given it very little attention,
but having got that book free— (laughter)—he promised he would
read it. Whether he could follow all its instruction was a different
story— (laughter)—but he knew they would be broad-minded
enough to allow every man to think for himself. (Applause.)

Bailie Paxton then withdrew from the Congress amidst the
applause of the delegates.

The President’s Openijig Address.

The President then rose to give an introductory address. He
said the Congress was meeting that morning under unique circum-
stances. Never before had the workingmen of the world met in
such a representative capacity. That gathering represented
20,000,000 of the workers of the wide world. (Applause.) Scotland
was a poor country, but in 1769 the babe, Co-operation, saw the
light in a neighbouring county to that in which they met that day.
From that time the co-operative movement had grown, till, in
proportion to its population, Scotland might be regarded as the
most co-operative country in the world. Before they parted the
delegates would see much of what had been done by co-operators
in Scotland in later years. The birthplace of Co-operation had
given rise to an energy and intelligence in the co-operative move-
ment which would make them realise that Scottish co-operators
had not been idle. In pursuing the work of pioneers, his duty that
morning was not to praise Scotland, it was to call upon an old
friend of Co-operation—a friend so old that he dare not mention
the number of years, in case Earl Grey— (applause)—might be
like the modern young ladies, who did not like to be reminded of
their age. He had to call upon the Honorarv' President of the
International Co-operative Alliance— (applause)—and it was no
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ordinnrv lionour to linve Enrl Grey nt a inootinp like lliis.
(Applause.) In his manifold duties connected \vitl) public affairs
and social movements Earl Grey had found time to come from liis
beautiful home, after a long Parliamentary Session, to address the
meeting on a movement he loved deeply’. This noblemnn was not
a platform co-operator, who went on the platform and then forgot
what he said. Earl Grey had established a co-operntive society
near the gates of his park. He became a purchasing member of
that society, and he remained a member. (Applause.) He could
not say that the earl, like most of them, attended regularly to take
his dividend—he had arranged that the dividend should go to the
hospittals in the locality, and do good in that way. (Applause.)
The President closed with one personal recollection. He had been
lecturing in the capital city of Canada, and had invited questions.
He knew that the Governor-General and his suite and several of
the great politicians were present. He was surprised, liowever,
that among the first to rise—not to ask questions, but to laud the
movement—was the Governor-General. (Applause.) In spite of
liis official position, he had not been afraid to put before that
audience his views regarding the betterment of tlic working
classes. For that they owed Earl Grey a deep debt of gratitude,
because he had never failed to let his opinions be known. Such a
man deserved well of his fellows, and he had to ask tlio delegates
to give a co-operative welcome to the Right Hon. 3"arl Grey.

(Applause.)
Earl Grey’s Inaugural Address.

Earl Grey,on rising, was accorded a most enthusiastic welcome,
the delegates rising en masse and cheering lustily. Tlie noble lord
then delivei ed his inaugural address ;—

“ Gentlemen,—It is rhy privilege to convey, in the name of
the Central Committee of the International Co-operative Alliance,
and if 1 may be allowed to add, in the name of all British co-
operators also, a cordial and hearty welcome to this our Ninth
Congress, which is being appropriate]}- held in Glasgow, a city not
less distinguished for co-operative achievement than for indus-
trial enterprise and commercial importance.

" Gentlemen, it was my proud distinction to be called upon
to open the first International Co-operative Congress which laid
the foundation of our International Co-op>erative Alliance in
London in 1895.

“ To-day, after the lapse of 18 years, | liave again been
honoured by a request to ofRciate in a similar capacity by formally
opening the present Congress. This is an honour which | consider
it a great privilege to have received, and which | am very pleased
to be able to accept.



" When | remember that the gentleman who opened the last
Congress was our distinguished and much respected Chairman,

Mr. W. Maxwell, who is also your working president, I am
still more sensible of the high honour which has been conferred
upon me.

“ There are few men who have rendered more valuable service
to their country than William Maxwell. He has been the unselfish,
enthusiastic pioneer who has led Scotland with admirable skill
and judgment along the difficult and thorny path which leads
from an individualistic to a co-operative civilisation. He is a man
to whom his grateful countrymen will be proud to erect monu-
ments of honour when he is dead, even though they neglect to
show him any practical sign of their appreciation while he is
still alive. By the members of this Alliance he is regarded with
universal gratitude, affection, and esteem.

“ Since the opening Congress in 1895 the Alliance hs”™ held
Congresses in various parts of Europe ; it has witnessed a remark-
able and most satisfactory growth in the loyal and enthusiastic
acceptance of co-operative ideals bj" increasing numbers of the
peoples of Europe and of the distant countries overseas; and
now we meet in our Ninth Congress, fortified and encouraged
by our past experience, and conscious that it is in our power, if
we are only sufficiently in earnest, to secure the triumphant
realisation of a future Co-operative International Commonwealth
which we believe will one day be co-equal and co-extensive with
the whole civilised world.

“ The remarkable growth of the co-operative movement in
German”-, France, Switzerland, Great Britain, Denmark, Fin-
land, Ireland, and elsewhere since the date when we laid the
foundation stone of this great Alliance, justifies our confident
expectation that the day of a new social order is at hand. The
flame originally lit in the very district in which we are assembled
is visible not only on the mountain tops. Every year witnesses
its further descent down the mountain slopes, and if we are only
loyal to the traditions which we have inherited it is only a question
of time before the sunbeams of co-operation will illumine, and
witli a new and glorious effulgence, the dark valleys in whose
dismal and depressing shadows is still immersed the greater part
of struggling, oppressed, and impoverished humanit}'

“ 1 referred to the traditions set for us bj- the pioneers in
the co-operative movement who have passed away. Manj" of
those who took an active part in the foundation of the Alliance,
Vansittart Keale, Holyoake, Ludlow, Tom Hughes, Charles
Kobert, J. C. Gray, are with us no longer, but the inspiration
of their example still speaks to us potently from the grave.
Although no longer with us we are conscious that their und”'ing



spirit is in our midst, and foremost still in the fightin" linv,
animating us by an enthusiasm undimmed by age, | rejoice to say
are Mr. de Boyve, who conceived the idea of an International
Co-operative Alliance, and Mr. E. O. Greening, to whose splendid
energy was mainly due its successful realisation.

“ Whatever we may think of the difficulties we have
encountered in the development of our organisation, and of the
possible mistakes that we have made, the position of the Inter-
national Co-operative Alliance to-day proves that we, who, 18
years ago, helped to create this Alliance, have laid successfully
the foundation of an organisation which is destined to play an
ever-increasing part in uplifting the life of the peoples whom
you represent, and in promoting the establishment of a Federated
international Commonwealth of Co-operators, who recognise that
in the well-being of the workers of every countrj* lies the strength
and prosperity of their own.

“ Although we may be separated from each other by
differences in race, language, and religion, we stand here to-day
as one people, under the same flag of Co-operative Fraternity,
carrying in our hearts the same motto—'‘ Each for all and all for
each,” cherishing the same idealsj animated by the same hopes,
anJpressing forw'ard towards the same end, viz., the removal of
every removable hindrance which may interfere with or impede the
rriarch of the peoples along those roads which, in their respective
opinions, lead to the highest and noblest of attainable develop-
ments. For let it be clearly understood that this Alliance does
not stand for any rigid or uniform application of the co-operative
principle. Each country must work out its own salvation; each
country must have full freedom to apply to its own requirements,
unimpeded by any interference from this Alliance, the co-opera-
tive principle in such way as may seem best to it.

“ Just as the British Empire stands for imperial unity and
local autonomy, so the International Co-operative Commonwealth,
which we are endeavouring to create, stands for community of
principles and for unrestricted liberty in the way in which these
common principles shall be applied by the people primarily
concerned.

“ What are these essential principles which are common to
co-operators all over the world? First, that the co-operative
movement shall not be a class movement, nor a political
movement, nor a sectarian movement; on the contrary, it is a
movement of a purely social and voluntary character, not imposed
by the compulsion of the State on any reluctant community, but
one which finds its origin and its strength in the natural
spontaneous promptings of the individual heart.
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“ This movement is not of the nature of a trust or combine,
or of any other exclusive organisation. On the contrary, the
co-operative movement in its free and natural operation,
unfettered by any State control and open to all, offers the most
practical and effective safeguard that can be obtained against the
possible t"Tanny of trusts and other organised minorities.

“ It is a movement open to anyone and everyone, of whatever
sect or political persuasion he may be, who seeks to ameliorate
his position by his own exertions, and in such a way that tJie
iwhole community shall benefit.. All co-operators will con-
sequently be welcomed as members of the Alliance so long as
they keep our proceedings free from any taint of political or

sectarian bias.

' “ Subject to this essential principle, which is the foundation
of our Alliance, co-operators are at full liberty to develop their
co-operative theories in any way they please. So far from desiring
uniformity we welcome variety of experiment, knowing that it is
only possible to reach the truth, or the highest attainable ideal,
in an atmosphere of unfettered and unrestricted freedom.

“ | am aware that large numbers of co-operators hold opinions
which are opposed to those held by the majority of the
co-operators who founded the Alliance in 1895. We have no
desire to stem the full stream of free ideas, and if the result
of the honest clash of independent opinions has caused the
co-operators of to-day to arrive at conclusions differing from those
which held the field in 1895, we must prepare ourselves for the
possibility that the majority of co-operators 18 j"ears hence will
again entertain opinions and conceptions differing from those
accepted by the co-operators of to-day.

“ 1 do not propose to occupy your time for more than a very
few minutes, but | would ask w'hat is the nature of the benefit
which the application of the co-operative principle to our
industrial system claims to offer to the people? The application
of the co-operative principle to our industrial life has proved in
Great Britain, the L'nited States, France, Germany, Denmark,
and Ireland that by the substitution of organised for unorganised
distribution, by the substitution of co-operative for individual
buying, of co-operative transportation and marketing for
individual selling, and of co-operative use of power for the
individual use of expensive machinery the wants of both producer
and consumer can be met more effectively and at less cost,
thus securing to the consumer a reduction in the cost of living
and a greater command of not only the necessaries, but of the
comforts and conveniences of life, a most material consideration
in this age of rising prices, and to the producer a substantial
increase in the amount of net profits available for distribution,



or, in other words, an increase of that fund from which alouc
can be drawn those higher wages which we all desire to secure
for the underpaid workers of the civilised world.

" Co-operation means the elimination of every unnecessary
middleman. Every middleman not required by a wise and
practicable system of co-operative organisation cannot be regsirded
in any other light than that of a parasite. The vital interests of
societ}' call for his removal, and Co-operation shows how he can
bfc removed.

"1 am only speaking of the unnecessary or superfluous
middleman. The principle of Co-operation requires that the
services of every necessary middleman shall be adequately anc
honourably remunerated, but it also requires that everj
unnecessary toll taken from an article on its way from the pro
ducer to the consumer shall be removed. The recent Stat<
Commission' of New York has reported that the Americai
farmer only receives 40 per cent, of the retail price of his producq,
and that' he ought to receive 70 per cent.

" But the benefits which Co-operation has in its power to
confer upon our industrial communities are not only material
in their character. ' The moral advantages which flow from the
successful application of the co-operative principle to our
industrial and social life are not less conspicuous or important.

“ Gentlemen, | do not wish to descant upon the deplorable
antagonism most undoubtedly existing between Capital and
Labour. Suffice it to say, that our present industrial organisa-
tion is responsible for much selfishness, suspicion, and hatred,
and consequent inefl&ciency, with its resultant sequel of poverty
and discontent.

“ The wants of society can never be adequately met so long
as the twin forces of Capital and Labour are warring against
each other within the bosom of a single State.

“ Co-operation shows how the warring forces of Labour and
Capital can be reconciled with advantage to all concerned, the
value of which it would be difficult to over-estimate. It remains
for all who have at heart the well-being of their fellowmen toi
promote as far as they can the transition from present conditions/
to a social state in which the spirit of fraternal co-operationl
shall prevail.

It was the dream of Mazzini, perhaps the most inspired
prophet of last century, that the day would come when, not by
any State action, but by the voluntary association of free men,
the hireling of the c&pitalist should become his partner, sharing
with him in the net profits of the industry which the}* were
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joiutly serving, one by the use of his capital, the other by the
use of liis labour.

“ Without raising the question of whether the idea of
co-partnership, which animated Vansittart Keale and his pupils
in their endeavours to establish the Alliance, is expedient or
not, | cannot help thinking that it will in the future find a more
important place among the foremost ideas of our reformers than
is the case to-day. In mv confidence that in all free commvinities
mtruth will ultimately prevail, | glaxily leave that question to be
settled by the ordinary proc”ses of free, honest, and disintorestod
discussions. | only Mish to say that in whatever direction tlie
co-operative spirit may lead in the future we have good reason
t<s be satisfied with the advance that has been made during the
time which has elapsed since the foundation stone of the Alliance
was laid 18 years ago. You now possess a firmly established
secretarial office, which is in regular communication with
co-operators in nearly all the countries of the world ; you jiublish
an English, French, and German edition of your monthly
bulletin, spreading the knowledge of what has been done in the
field of Co-operation in other countries ; you publish international
year books for the purpose of gathering together and co-ordinating
co-operative statistics; you have succeeded in establishing an
influential Central Board to direct tlie policy of the Allianco.
You show a splendidly increasing willingness to subscribe to the
funds of the Alliance, realising as you do that without financial
support there can be no substantial progress for the international
co-operative movement.

“ To-day about six million members are bound together in the
societies and tmions which form this Alliance, and the countries
represented in the Alliance contain about 20 million co-operators
all told. | believe that | am not wrong in claiming that of all
the international organisations which have sprung up like mush-
rooms during the last two decades our Alliance has tlie best
organisation and the most efficient working body.

“ The large attendance at this Congress is also a striking
proof of its popularity and of the great expectations whicli are
held by co-operators throughout the world. 1 am sure that
to-day thousands and thousands are witli us in spirit, and that
they wish the greatest success to our deliberations and
resolutions.

“ 1 cannot close my remarks without giving i”™xpression to
my own regret and that of every member of the Alliance that
this Congress should be deprived of the presence, the assistance,
and the guidance of Dr. Hans Miiller. wl)0 has rendt~cd
services of the greatest value to the cause of International

Co-operation.
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“ His enforced absence through illness is not only a loss to
us, but a deep grief and disappointment to him, and | know I
am only giving expression to the unanimous wish of this Congress
when | say we wish him speedy and complete recovery.”

Earl Grey's address having been interpreted, in French
and German, the President said that if there was anything
that would have struck their minds it w'as that the sooner
young people took up a common language the better it
would be for international Co-operation. He said they would
desire, no doubt, to associate themselves with the very kind
remarks of Earl Grey regarding Dr. Hans Muller. Would they
allow him to send, in their name, a telegram of respectful wishes
to Dr. Muller hoping for his complete and speedy recovery?
{Hear, hear, and applause.) Mr. Maxwell then remarked that he
hoped his Continental friends would excuse him if he introduced
a British custom, which was that everything put before them
would be proposed and seconded. A vote of thanks to Earl Grey
would be dealt with in that way. He would call upon an Austrian
to speak in German, and a Swiss to speak in French, and a
Member of the British Parliament to speak in English.

Dr. IVAKPELES: Fellow co-operators, ladies, and gentlemen,
I have much pleasure in accepting the invitation of the President
to propose a vote of thanks on behalf of the German-speaking
nationalities to our Honorary President, Lord Grey, for his
impressive speech, and | am sure all will support me in so doing.
Ladies and gentlemen, you all know the part which Lord Grey
ias played since the foxmdation of the Alliance, although you
may not know him personally or have aver met him. Hitherto
his important duties as Governor-General of Canada prevented
iim from taking any direct part in our Co-operative Movement,
but they have not hindered him from being present at our
Congress to-day, and | think that should be particularly
recognised. It is not possible to further consider his address
to-day, but I would like to say that he, as a statesman, is an
mexample for every co-operator. We wish to express to him our
most sincere thanks both for his beneficent activity in the
interests of Co-operation and for the impressive speech w'hich
he has just delivered. (Loud applause.)

Dr. A. SIJTER (Switzerland): In the names of the delegates
of the Swiss co-operators, and also, | am sure, in the name of all
the French-spealdng co-operators here present, |1 heartily second
the proposed vote of thanks to Earl Grey, expressing the grati-
tude of the Congress for his eloquent and courageous address,
and for the cordial and valuable support he gives to the Co-opera-
tive Movement. (Applause.)
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Mr. George N. Barnes, M.P., said that he gladly associated
himself with the vote of thanks to Lord Grey for his prest™ucc
with them that morning and for the eloquent address lie had
delivered. He (Mr. Barnes) did so as the Member of Parliament
for the district in which the Congress happened to be held, and
also as a co-operator of 30 years’ standing. (Applause.) Nothing
could more strikingly illustrate the all-embracing character of
the co-operative principle than the fact of Lord Grey’s presence
with them that morning. (Hear, hear.) The Co-operative Move-
ment, as they would all know, was in the main a practical
movement of working men for the uplifting of working men.
At the same time it was a movement that knew neither class
nor creed. It was wide enough to embrace all w}o were willing
enough to work for the substitution of the co-operative common-
wealth for the individualistic system. There was no difference
between him and Lord Grey, nor between them all as to the
fundamental principles of their great movement. They were
all agre”~ that the substitution of order, forethought, and wise
arrangement for the existing competition and waste and injustice
was a consummation devoutly to be wished. (Hear, hear.) They
were all agreed that that substitution would uplift life and
labour from the miserable scramble for bread, and for the first
time give the great mass of the people a chance of living in reality
a full, all-round life. It was on account of the eloquent
expressions upon these fundamental principles and the fact that
he had brought with him a prestige associated with a great name
—a name connected with services of a very high order to the
State—~that he (Mr. Barnes) was glad to associate himself with
the hearty vote of thanks he hoped they would render to him.

(Applause.)

The President asked the delegates to show their approval
of the remarks of Dr. Karpeles, Dr. Suter, and Mr. Barnes by
giving three cheers. These were heartily given.

Earl Grey, acknowledging the compliments, said he would
be ungrateful to that gathering if he- did not appreciate their
greeting. He came there because he had been for as long as he
could remember a convinced co-operator. Mr. Barnes referred
to his having left his comfortable home to take part in that
meeting, but Mr. Barnes knew, and they all knew, that there
was no happiness so great as that found in the support of a
great ideal, and there was no greater ideal before the peoples
of the world to-day than the co-operative ideal. (Loud applause )
He had never before been the recipient of a compliment paid to
him in German, French, and English at the same time. He
wished, therefore, to thank the gentlemen who spoke in those
three languages for the too kind way in which they had referred



13

to him. He would say, in conclusion, that he attached grea«
esignificance to a meeting of that character. Co”peration—Inter-
nntinnal Co-operation—would help people to know one another
better than they did before, and in proportion as they knew one
8nother~they would love one another, and in proportion as the;”
loved one another better there would be a greater and a lirm~”
anj a better hope of a permanent peace among the civilised
peoples of the world. (Loud applause.)

Mr. Allan, on behalf of the Scottish Section, also presented to
Earl Grey a copy of Mr. Maxwell's " History of Co-operation in
Scotland,” a book written by Mr. "axwell, the chief co-operator,
printed by co-operators, and presented to a co-operator by the
co-operative body in commemoration of the Congress and of his
address. (Applause.)

Earl Grey graciously acknowledged the gift.

The Report of the Central Committee on the Activity of the
International Co-operative Alliance since the Hamburg
Congress.

The Pkesidekt invited the delegates to turn to the considera-
tion of the strictly business agenda of the Congress, commencing
with the report of the Central Committee on the work of the
Alliance from 1910 to 1913.

Mr. Axei'KIX Wilitams said that in tlie absence of Dr. Hans
Muller, through an unfortunate illness which had befallen him,
he had been asked to present the report on the activities of the
Central Committee since the last Congress. The delegates had the
reports before them, and so he did not think it necessary to go
into it at very great length. He then proceeded to direct attention
to the principal points in the report, the full text of which was as
follows:—

“ The time which has elapsed since the Eighth International
Co-operative Congress was held comprises the 15th-18th year of
the existence of our Alliance. During this period great and impor-
tant changes have taken place in our Alliance, indeed, we may
say that, since the inception of the Alliance, never have changes
of, such significance been brought about between two Congresses
as those effected between the Congresses at Hamburg and Glasgow.

“ It is not our task to give to the delegates of the Glasgow
Céngress a detailed account of the events which have occurred in
ou,r Alliance nor to consider them here. Our members are already
acquainted with points of detail in the activity of the Alliance,
since information in this connection has already been published
in three annual reports. It is rather our task to give a general
idea of the manner in which our Alliance has developed during
the last three years.
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“ The period of three years, which terminates with the
assembling of the International Co-operative Congress in Glasgow,
is characterised not so much by the external far-reaching activity
of the Alliance as by the tendency to develop the inner organisa-
tion of the Alliance, according to the principles set forth in the
new rules of the Hamburg Congress. In consideration of the fact
that the means at our disposal were, for the most part, made use
of in this connection, it was not possible for us to undertake
extensive propaganda work.

“ The tasks which our international co-operative movement had
to perform were not only set forth clearly and precisely in the new
rules, but the inner structure was also transformed. The relation
of the Alliance to its members was defined according to new
principles; the subscriptions payable by members of the Alliance
were graduated according to the financial capacity of the societies ;
and it was also decided to determine the rights of the societies
according to the extent of their achievements. Tlius the tendency
was apparent to pave the way for our organisation to become, for
the most part, a federation of national co-operative unions. In
this connection the institution of the. collective membership of
co-operative unions with all their affiliated societies has been of
special importance.

“ Further, owing to the changes introduced into the rules, we
have a different, and, in view of the experiences made, we may
say a better organisation of the administrative affairs of the
Alliance. A central committee was formed as the leading
authority of the Alliance, in order to determine the course of
activity to be pursued by the Alliance. This committee was not
only simply nominal, but was prepared to perform the tasks
devolving upon it in a practical manner. The fact that in the
central committee a large number of co-operators in various
countries, holding important positions, now really collaborate, has
contributed much to the consolidation of our Alliance, and has
widened the basis on which it is established. The Executive
Committee which formerly performed the different functions—and
was, indeed, obliged to do so—which are now performed by the
central committee, chiefly confined itself to carrying out the
decisions of the central committee and to dealing with current
affairs. As a result of the changes indicated above, the admini-
stration of our Alliance has become more international and
democratic in its organisation, representing the views of co-
operators in different countries and different co-operative
organisations.

“ However, what lends a characteristic stamp to the develop-
ment of the Alliance during the period 1910 to 1913 is the change
which, as already '-mentioned, has been introduced into its
composition and inner structure. This change began to manife.=;t
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itself as soon as the new rules came into force, when the regula-
tions laid down in Art. 19, with regard to the collective member-
ship of national unions with their afliliated societies, was put into
practice. Although this regulation was optional at the beginning
of 1911, three large distributive unions had intimated their
intention of becoming affiliated to the Alliance with all their
affiliated members, viz.; The Central Union of German
Distributive Societies, Hamburg; the Union of Swiss Distributive
Societies, Basle; and the Union of Belgian Workingmen’s
Co-operative Societies (office cooperatif beige), Antwerp. During
1912 four other distributive unions became collective members in
accordance with Art. 19, viz. : The Central Union of Austrian
Distributive Societies, Vienna; the Union of Finnish Distributive
Societies, Helsingfors : the Dutch Co-operative Union,The Hague ;
and the Union of Czech-Slavonic Distributive and Provident
Societies, Prague. Therefore, at the end of 1912, seven unions of
distributive societies had become collective members together
with their affiliated members. To this number must be added the
new National Union of French Distributive Societies in Paris
(Federation nationale des societes cooperatives de consommation),
which was constituted at Tours at the end of 1912. In all
probability, before the end of 1913, the Hungarian Co-operative
Union of Distributive Societies, ‘ Hangya,” will become
collectively affiliated to the Alliance. In the following table we
give the number of collective members of the Alliance, together
with the number of their affiliated members and the amount of
their subscriptions for 1913;,—

Nnmber of
Societies Annual
affiliated  Subscription.
Collectively.
Austria : £ s d
Zentralverband osterreichiscber Konsomvereine, 504 120 18 ©
VIBNNA e 265 31 0 O
Ustredni Svaz Ceskoslovanskych druzsev, Prague
Belgium ; 102 3115 0
OflBce cooperatif beige, Antwerp ..o,
Finland -
Suomen  Osnnskauppojen KeekuBosuuskunta, 168 26 16 O
HelsSingTors. ..o
FkaNCE:
Federation nationale des cooperatives de consom- 640 7 2 0
niation, Paris ...
Germany:
Zentralverband dentscber Konsumvereine, Ham-1 1,168 294 15 0
DU Mg e n
Netherlands: 144 26 12 0
Nederlandscbe Coopentieve Bond, The Hague |
Switzerland : ; 369 82 10 O

Verb&nd scbweizeriscber Konsamvereine, Basle j
Total. e, 3,360 690 8 O
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" From the above table it is evident that our Alliunce has
made considerable progress in endeavouring to, as far as possible,
include in its membership all the societies existing in a country,
at least so far as the distributive societies are concerned. In seven
countries we now have 3,360 collectively affiliated members, a
number which hitherto has not been approached, not even in all
countries taken together.

“ On the other hand, we cannot overlook the fact that, in spite
of this development, there has been an ungratifying tendency for
co-operative organisations to resign membership in the Alliance.
In considering the changes which have taken place in this con-
nection, we think the most purposeful way will be to consider each
country separately, comparing the membership of 1910 with that
of 1918. By so doing, we shall see where our Alliance has won
greater support for its endeavours, and, on the other hand, we
shall see where it has lost ground and sympatliy. We will first
of all deal with the European countries, to which our Alliance is
chiefly limited at present.

“ In Belgium our Alliance had at the end of 1910 a total
membership of 26, consisting of the Union and Wholesale Society
of the co-operative societies of the Belgian Labour Party
(* Office cooperatif beige’ and ' Federation des Societes
cooperatives du Parti ouvrier beige '), the Union of Belgian
People’'s Banks, the People’'s Bank at Liege, one or two pro-
ductive societies, and 20 societies affiliated to the above-named
Union of Distributive Societies. To-day only the * Office
cooperatif beige ' is affiliated collectively to the Alliance, with
102 societies, also the Wholesale Society (Federation). The
Union of Belgian People’'s Banks and the People’'s Bank at
Li~ge resigned membership at the beginning of 1911. In
Belgium, societies other than distributive societies are no longer
members of our Alliance.

“ In Bulgaria there was, in 1910, only one distributive society,
‘ Bratski Troud ' at Sofia, affiliated to the Alliance. It is still
the only member we have in Bulgaria. Of tlie fairly large
number of credit societies in Bulgaria none have become members
of the Alliance.

In Denmark our Alliance counted at the end of 1910 five
unions as members, viz: The General Co-operative Union,
Andelsudvalget,” at Aarhus, the Wholesale Society of Danish
Distributive Societies in Copenhagen, the Egg-Export Company
in Copenhagen, the Jutland Feeding-Stuffs Central Supply
Society at Kolding, and the Agricultural Supply Association
of the district of Ringkjobing in Holstebro. At present only
the General Co-operative Union (Audelsudvalget), the Wholesale
Society, and the Jutland Feeding-Stuffs Central Supply Society
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are affiliated to the Alliance. The other two organisations have
resigned naembership.

“ In Germany our Alliance counted, at the end of 1910, 149
members; among this number are the Central Union of German
Distributive Societies and its sub-unions, the Wholesale Society
of German Distributive Societies at Hamburg, and about 135
distributive societies afl&liated to the Central Union and its
sub-unions. Further, the Union of West German Societies at
Miilheim, the German Garden City Association, the Principal
Union of German Industrial Societies at Berlin, and, finally,
the credit organisations, the Union of Industrial and Provident
Societies of the provinces of Posen and West Prussia, 'the Polish
credit society ‘' Zwiazku Spolek Zarobkowych ' at Posen, and
the Lothringen credit society ‘ Cooperative de Lorraine ' at
Metz. We have at present on our list of members the Central
Union of German Distributive Societies, which, as already
mentioned, has joined the Alliance collectively, together with
all its affiliated members, so that the individual membership of
societies and sub-unions affiliated to the Central Union and also
that of the Wholesale Societj' has ceased. At the beginning of
1913 there were 1,168 organisations affiliated to the Central
Union, for which the union paid subscriptions for the current
year. In addition, the Union of West German Distributive
Societies, the two above-mentioned Polish co-operative credit
organisations, and the German Gai'den City Association at Berlin
are still affiliated to the Alliance. The credit society at Metz
and the Principal Union of German Industrial Societies have
resigned membership. Further, eight distributive societies
affiliated to the Union of West German Distributive Societies
have become members. Thus, in Germany, it is the distributive
organisations which give by far the greatest support to our
Alliance.

“ lu Finland our Alliance had 18 members at the end of 1910,
of which number six were individuals. Since, in accordance
with the rules adopted at Hamburg, individual members could
no longer be admitted, the six gentlemen had to be struck off
the list of members. Of the society members, there was the
Finnish Union of Distributive Societies, together with the
W~ holesale Society (Suomen Osuuskauppojen Keskusosuuskunta),
the Agricultural Central Supply Society ‘ Hankkia,” the
Co-operative Propaganda Society ‘ Pellervo,’ and eight large
distributive societies in different parts of the country. We
have, at present, only three Finnish organisations in our list of
members, viz., ‘' Pellervo,” the Union of Finnish Distributive
Societies, and the society ' Hankkia.” The latter society intends
to resign membership at the end of 1913. The Union of Finnish
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Distributive Societies has also joined the Alliance collectively
with all its members, which number 168.

“ In France our Alliance counted 62 members at the end of
1910. Of this number there were the two separate unions of
distributive societies (‘ Union cop”rative des socidtes frantjaises
d”™ oonsommation ' and Confederation des cooperatives socialistes
et ouvriferes de oonsommation,’ Paris), and, in addition, the
two wholesale societies connected with these unions, viz., the
Magasin de Gros and the Cooperative de Gros. In addition to
these central distributive organisations there were 35 distributive
societies and distributive regional organisations which were
members 'of the Alliance. Further, the Union of Productive
Societies in Paris, the title of which is * Chambre Consultative
des Associations ouvriferes de production,” was affiliated to the
International Co-operative Alliance, and also nine individual
productive societies. The agricultural co-operative movement in
France was represented by the Central Union of French Farmers’
Co-operative Societies, Paris, by the Union of Agricultural
Societies at Lyons, by the French Farmers' Society in Paris,
and also by several vintners’ Societies and co-pperative supply
societies. At present we have eight names on our list of
members, viz.: The Union of Distributive Societies, which was
constituted at Tours at the end of 1912 under <the title of
‘ Federation nationale des cooperatives de consommation '; the
Co-operative Wholesale Society; the Union of Productive
Societies (Chambre consultative); the co-operative society ‘ Les
Vignerons Libres’ at Maraussan; the working-men’s co-operative
society ‘ La Laborieuse’ at Nimes; ‘La Lithographic
Parisienne,” Paris; the co-operative society Brugniot, Cros et
Cie, Paris; and the agricultural society at Villards-sur-Thones.
All the other productive, agricultural, and credit societies have

resigned membership.

“ In Italy we had 14 members in 1910, viz., the National
Co-operative Union at Milan, also the Wholes™e Society at
Milan, and. five large distributive societies. The productive
societies were represented by the ‘' Federazione ' at ~lilan. Of
agricultural societies we counted among our members the Union
of Agricultural Associations at Piacenza. Of co-operative work
societies we had the Union of Work Societies of the province
of Eavenna; of credit societies, the Association of People’s Banks
at Rome; of building societies, the building society “ Balnearia ”
at Turin. The majority of these organisations are still included
in our list of members. Only the Association of People’'s Banks
at Rome and the Building Society at Turin have resigned
membership. The wholesale organisation ‘ Consorzio lombardo '
at Milan has since been converted into a general Italian
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Wholesale Society, and in this capacity has not yet become
affiliated to the Alliance.

“ In the Netherlands we had 18 members at'the end of 1910,
viz., the Dutch Cooperative Union, together with its wholesale
society (Handelskamer), and also ten local and regional
distributive societies. Further, there were five productive
organisations and one building society. To-day we count among
our members the Dutch Co-operative Union, which has joined
the Alliance collectively with all its members, the distributive
society ‘ Eigenhulp ' at The Hague, and, in addition, three
productive societies.

“ In Norway we had six members in 1910, vi?:.., the Union of
Distributive Societies at Christiania, the Agricultural Co-operative
Union, and four distributive societies. During the period under
report not one society has resigned, whilst five new distributive
societies have been elected.

“ In Austria our Alliance counted 144 members in 1910, of
which number there were eleven unions of various types, 120
distributive societies, eleven productive societies, and two credit
societies. Of the unions, two were distributive unions, two
wholesale societies, two co-operative credit unions, two agri-
cultural unions, and three general unions. The two distributive
unions have since become collective members of our Alliance,
viz., the Central Union of Austrian Distributive Societies at
Vienna and the Union of Czech Co-operative Societies at Prague.
The former became collectively affiliated together with 503
societies, the latter with 265 societies. Both building and credit
societies are included in the membership of the last-named union.
Further, the wholesale t oieties at Vienna and Prague are both
members of the Alliance. In addition, the following organisa-
tions are members of our Alliance; The Union of Ruthenian
Agricultural =Societies at Czemowitz, the Auditing Union of
Russian Co-operative Societies at Lemberg, the Central Society
‘ Narodna Torhowla,” the Union of Polish Industrial and
Provident Societies at Lemberg, the National Credit Union at
Lemberg, and the Officials’ Distributive Society at Trieste. The
membership of all the other distributive societies has ceased.

“ In Portugal only one distributive society was affiliated to
the Alliance in 1910, which has now been struck off the list of
members since it did not pay its subscriptions.

“ In Roumania a large number of credit societies became
affiliated to our Alliance before the Hamburg Congress, so that
at the end of 1910 we counted 19 members. Among this number
was the Central Bank of People Banks, the Union of
Agricultural Societies at Bucharest, and also two regional
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co-operative credit unions. At present we have eleven members
in Boumania. The Union of Agricultural Societies at Bucharest
and seven credit societies are no longer members; owing to the
fact that they were in arrears with their subscriptions they had
to be taken off the register.

“ In Kussia our Alliance had 19 members in 1910, among them
being five unions, of which two were unions of distributive
societies, two unions of agricultural credit societies, and one
union of co-operative dsuries. The other members, with the
exception of one propaganda committee and one productive
society, were local distributive societies. At the present time
our Alliance has 13 members in Russia ; several new organisations
have become affiliated, so that more than six associations have
withdrawn. In the majority of cases the members have been
struck off the register on account of failure to pay their
subscription; we only received one direct resignation of member-
ship—resignation, in this case, being ordered by the Governor
0: the province. Our Bussiaii members now comprise the Union
oi Bussian Distributive Societies at Moscow, the Committee of
Agricultural Societies at Mdscow, the Georgian Agricultural
Societ} at Tifiis (which joined the Alliance this year), nine
distributive societies, and one credit society.

“ Sweden is now, as in 1910, only represented b\ the
Kooperativa Forbundet, the Swedish TJnion of Distributive
Societies. Up till now no other Swedish co-operative union or
society has joined the Alliance.

“ In Switzerland, the Union of Swiss Distributive Societies,
23 of its affiliated societies, two printing societies, and one
propaganda association (the Co-operative Alliance at Zurich)
were members of the Alliance. In 1911, the Union of Swiss
Distributive Societies became affiliated to the Alliance
collectdvely with all its members. In 1913, the union paid
subscriptions for 368 societies. Of the distributive societies
which were formerly members of the Alliance, only the society
at Chaux-de-Fonds remains. The two printing societies are
still members, but the Co-operative Alliance resigned on account
of liquidation. On the other hand, the Union of Co-operative
Societies ‘' Concordia,” which is composed of Christian-social
distributive societies, has been elected a member. Thus the
Alliance now has five members in Switzerland.

“ In Servia, the only member is the General Union of
Agricultural Societies at Belgrade, which has belonged to the
Alliance for many years. The co-operative distributive
organisations existing in Servia have not yet opened up relations
with the Alliance.
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" In Spain, we had three jnembers in 1910, one of them being
an individual member. As, in accordance witdi the new rules,
we now have no individual members, this gentleman had to be
struck off the register. The other two members were the Union
of Agricultural Societies in Madrid and the Workingmen’s
Distributive Societies (El Hogar Espagnol) at Madrid, both of
whicli have continued their membership. In addition to these,
a workingmen's co-operative society at Seville joined the
Alliance.

“ In Hungary, in 1910, 22 co-operative organisations figured
on our list of members, among them being a general co-operative
imion, a union of distributive societies, four unions of credit
societies, a union of agricultural societies, and several local
distributive and credit societies. We now liave 15 members in
Hungarv', including one general co-operative union, two unions
of credit societies, one union of distributive societies (Hangya),
one union of agricultural societies, one insurance society, and
various distributive, agricultural, and credit societies. The
composition of our membership in Hungary has remained
practically unchanged, although there has been a slight decrease
in the various local societies.

“ In the United Kingdom (England, Scotland, and Ireland)
our Alliance had 371 members in 1910; of this number 289
-were in England, 81 in Scotland, and one in Ireland. Amongst
our members were the British Co-operative Union, the Wholesale
Societies at ~“Manchester and Glasgow, as well as the English
Agricultural Organisation Societj’, which acts as a union of
agricultural societies. In 1910 our membership also included
the Co-operative Product! -e Federation at Leicester and the
Union of Housing Societies ((jo-partnership Tenants). The
majority of the remaining members were distributive societies,
although there were a few prod\ictive societies and some
propaganda associations. The number of English members has
now increased to 315, and that of the Scottish to 104, whilst
the Irish Agricultural Organisation Society has been newly
elected. Thus the total number of British societies is now -180,
an increase of 109. The composition of the membership has
remained practicalh- the same.

W7 will now turn from Europe to Asia. There are two
countries in this immense continent in which we can speak of
a co-operative movement in the true sense of the word. These
two countries are India and Japan. In both countries credit
co-operation far outweighs any other form, and even here it is
apparent that credit societies have no great inclination to join
our International Alliance.
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“ In India we had no members at the time of the Hamburg
Congress. Since that time, however, the Indian Co-operative
Union at Calcutta has been elected a member. This organisation
is, in its present form, chiefly a propaganda organisation, which
seeks to support the co-operative movement in its various forms
in the spirit and in the interests of the native Indian population.
The Co-operative Union of India represents the unofficial branch
of the movement; bv this we mean that it seeks to develop
itself without the collaboration and financial aid of the Govern-
ment. The example of this organisation was recently followed
by the ‘ Dharma Samavaya,” which takes the form of a kind
of wholesale purchasing centre, and tries to bring the national
co-operative movement of India within narrower commercial
bonds. The co-operative credit organisations, founded with the
aid of the Government, have shown no interest in the inter-
national movement as represented by our Alliance.

“ In Japan similar conditions obtain. In 1910 the flourishing
distributive society ‘ Kiodokwai,” at Tokio, joined the Alliance,
and was represented at the Hamburg Congress by Dr. T.
Nishigaki. Unfortunately, the example of the society at Tokio
has not been followed. An independent co-operative distributive
movement has not made itself conspicuous in Japan either.
Nothing has been done to establish unions of distributive societies
on the lines of the European organisations. Distributive
societies, where they exist, are usually in close connection with
agricultural societies. The latter are to a certain extent qualified
a? co-operative societies for the joint supply of provisions and
other requisites. W'e know that the Imperial Co-operative
Union in Japan has been for some little time a member
of the International Federation of Agricultural Co-operative
Societies.

“ In Africa, at the present time, no co-operative movement
in the European sense of the word exists, although there have
been a few att-empts to establish such a movement in Algiers,
German and British South Africa, and Egypt. Some time ago
there were a few distributive societies in British South Africa;
some of these, however, have disappeared, and others have
severed their connection with the Alliance. A few years ago,
it seemed as if a co-operative movement inspired with national
ideas would be founded in Egypt, but the leader of this move-
ment, Omar Loutfi Bey died unexpectedly. The hope which we
expressed at the time of Omar Loutfi Bey’s death, which took
place on 4th November, 1911, that the young co-operative move-
ment of Egypt was sufficiently strong to bear the loss of its
leader was, unfortunately, not fulfilled. In the French colonies
in Africa, especially in Algiers, there are a few distributive
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societies wliich maintain relations with the organisations of
co-operative societies in the mother-country, but these have not
yet iouud their way to our Alliance.

“ Conditions in the continents of the New World are quite
different to those which obtain in Asia and Africa. In North
America people have come during the last three years to realise
more and more the necessity of co-operative organisation,
althougli efforts in this direction have had to combat great
difficulties. In a few States, however, in spite of this, the
co-operative movement has obtained a firm foothold, especially
in Calii'oi-nia, Minnesota, New York, and Wisconsin. The same
may be said of the various Canadian provinces. The co-operative
movement in Canada, especiallj’, received a valuable and lasting
stimulus from the successful propaganda tour undertaken by our
president, Mr. William Maxwell, in 1911. As a result of this
tour thvougii Canada, not only was a federation of Canadian
co-operative societies formed, but also a number of distributive
societies in Canada resolved to join our Alliance, as did the
Canadian Co-operative Union at Brantford at a later date.
Unfortunately, several of the local distributive societies have
lately declared theii- resignation. In the United States Me have
as members the Eight Kelationship League at [Minneapolis, the
Co-operutive League in New York, and the Union and tlie
Wiliolesak-- Society of the Eochdule Co-operative Societies in
San Francisco (California).

“ In South America there is a co-operative movement in
several States, although, as is natural, co-operation is as yet
only in its infancy in that part of the world. For some years now,
the movement has obtain” a firm foothold in a few provinces in
Brazil. Several coffee planters especially have made use; of
co-operation, as Mr. C. Heyn-Hamann wrote in our ‘' Bulletin
some little while ago. In s. few isolated towns in the Argentine,
co-operative housing, distributive, and credit societies liave been
established. Of these societies, ‘' EI Hogar Obrero,” at Buenos
Ayres, has been affiliated to the Alliance for several year.?. The
co-operative bakers- at Kosario de Santa-Fe is also a member of
the Alliance. We confidentlj- hope that the next few years will
bring us a substantial increase in membership in North and
South America.

“ In Australia we have never liad any but individual members,
although in some of the States of this continent there is a
developed co-operative movement, principally of an agricultural
nature. For many years Mr. J. Plummer, of Sydney, main-
tained relations with our Alliance, but these have, unfortunately,
ceased owing to IMr. Plummer’s death.
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From stutist-ics witli ivp:;in3 to tlu> fmvgoiiip iiifonnntion.

we obtain tlicx following tlii)]J<s: —

INDJVIm'AL
CO-OPF.HATIVK UNIONS. SOCIKTIKS
1910. . 2 5t i
Ué s m= cy
Tt i
L=114
. i3
Europe. i
| ' 1
Austria 144 h 10 om
Belgium i 26 }oA o— - 20 2
Bulgaria 1 1 1 -
Denmark 15 3 - oq _ _
Finland ' 12 . 1 — K
France , 62 ; 1. 3 1 34 9
Germany 149 i T 1 135 -
Hungary ' 00 1 - o 5= 1 -
Italy... i 14 1 2 L
Netherlands 1S - _ 1 10
Norway 6 4
Portugal 1 ]
Roumania 19 B 16 B} B}
Russia 19 - % 12 1
Servia 1. —_ = = - —
Spain 21 _ _ _ _ 1 -
Sweden 1
Switzerland. 26 , —'— 22 2
United Kingdom 367 : - 1 1.3 2 j 1 11 2 326 29
Asia.
India... 1 -
Japan 1 -
America.
Canada
United States 5 - - - = 1
o4 11 12 21, 1 39" 5132 5 713 59
89
On exaniiiiii'ifi tlie™e tables more closfly, we are imuK'dialflv

years.

Tlie luiniber of njeinbers lias risfii lroni *H4 to

i ilui.s
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over three tliousnnd more societies lieJonf: to our Alliance now—
viz.. in the middle of J018—than bclonf*ed in I'UO. 1]t is easy to

INPIVINiTAD

0 CO-OPERATIVK TXIONS. SOCIETIES.
u
¥ |
I - -
1013 ril S . o
I «.r g - ] £ L4
8 — JlLc oal . o 4 £ » jOo ej
'tt o 5 'l T 5 | 5 2c¢ 5
- 2 |iii | |+ o .
1 i
l 1
Europe. i 1 .
. i
Austria 778 1 2 1 - 4 " 6 - 50 1677 37
Belgium ... 104 102
BulMNjaria ... 1 1. \ 1 —
Denmark 3 1 - 1 - i T - -
Finland ... 171 T -, , - 11 - - T - 168
France 648 — - T " 1 1 - 640 4
Germany ... 1181 - T o= L=y 2 1 - 1 1176~
Hungary ... 15 1 101 11 . 4. 2 - 5 -
Italy 11 2 - 1,. [ — 2 I B 1 0o -
Netherlands 149 - - — 1 - - - — 145 3
Norway ... 1 - 1 1 .- - - 9 -
Portugal . i
Boumaiiia 11 1 11
Russia 1= 1 - 1 — 1 1 — 9 -
Servia 1 L ..... - Lo R - _ - _ . .
Spain ... R - 1 Lo - - - - - 2 -
Sweden ... 1 : — i1 Ty
Switzerland 373 = 2 - - 369 2
United Kingdom... 442 1 2 113 2' 1 1 o 38 41
. R
| i
Asia. ! |
J 1
India * ... 2 — - —_ — £ - - - B B
Japan .. 1 . . 1
1
1 i
AMERIC.i. !
1 1
Canada ........... 30— - - 1 - - - 2 -
United States R — LT 2 _ 2

39261 7 4 11 1i27i 5 2415 57 136981 87

i H 3871
1 I

see that this important increase is due to the collective affiliation
of the unions of distributive societies in Austria. Belgiuni, Finland,
France, Germany, Holland, and Switzerland. These figures show
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that the 3.C.A. now liiip four times mimy nieml)ers as was the
case at the end of 1I'Ud ; this result is a 7j)lendid justification of the
introduction of eolleetive nieinhershij).

“ If we consider tlie membership of our Alliance in 1910 and
1918 more closely with regard to the types of the co-operative
unions and societies of which it is composed, we obtain the
following figures:—

“ The number of co-operative unions has fallen from 89 to T),);
all types of union, with the excej)tion of unions of productive
societies, contribute to this decrease, lielatively, the greatest
decrease is shown in the number of unions of credit and agricultural
societies; these have fallen from twelve to four and twenty-one to
eleven respectively. Themembership of general co-operative unions
has also decreased; at the present time seven such imions in six
countries are members of the Alliance, as compared with eleven
unions in eight countries in 1910. The decrease in the number of
unions of distributive societies is apparent rather than actual. In
Germany, the Wholesale Society and tlie sub-union of the Central
Union ceased to be individual meml)ers when tlie Central Union
decided to join the Alliance collectively with all its menil)ers. The
same may be said with regard to France, where we mo\\ have two
unions, the new Federation nationale and tlie Wliolesale Society,
instead of seven as was formerly tlie case. The numlier of unions
of jn'oductive societies, of which those ot France. Italy, and Great
Britain are members of the Alliance, lias, as we have already
mentioned, remained unchanged.

“ The number of individual societies shows a much greater
change ; the total has risen from 815 to 8,871, an increase of 8,050.
This large increase is, as is shown from a closer examination of the
table, to be attributed to the increase in the number of distributive
societies, the number of which has risen from 713 to 3,698. The
number of productive societies also shows a slight increase, viz.,
from 59 to 87. Relatively there has been a large increase in the
number of housing and building societies, of which we now have
57, as compared with five at the end of 1910. On the other hand,
the individual credit societies show a decrease, having fallen from
82 to 24, as do the agricultural societies, which have fallen from
six to five. There can be no doubt that during the last three years,
even more than earlier, the distributive societies and their unions
have become the backbone of the Alliance. Nevertheless, it
would be wrong to consider our Alliance as exclusively a union of
distributive societies. At the present time, as we have already
pointed out. various strong agricultural organisations in Austria,
Denmark, Finland, Hungary, Italy, Norway. Russia, Servia, and
the United Kingdom belong to our Alliance although there is a
special International Federation of Agricultural Societies. Co-
operative credit organisations play a smaller part, and it almost
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seems as if our Alliance no longer liad miy powor to altrart such
associations.

“ We should also like to draw attention to tlie fact thut tJio
countries of central Europe, including France in the west and
Austria in the east, form a compact mass of our collective
members. Among these collective members there are, in addition
to the two countries already mentioned, Germany, Switzerland,
Belgium, and the Netherlands, and perhaps in a short time
Hungary. All these countries have two or three points of contact.
Besides these countries which border upon one another, the only
collective member is.Finland.

“ We will now turn from the consideration of the composition
of our Alliance to the subscriptions paid by our members. The
following table gives information with regard to this matter, since
it specifies the amounts received by the Alliance from 1910-1913
from the various countries :—

COTINTBT. 1910. 1911 1913
m £ s d: £ s d £ S d. £ 8 d.
Argentine 100 115 91 1 40 1 40
Austria  .............. .. 114 4 0, 141 ;2 5! 141 16 11 183 4 0
Hungary.............. . B 70 63 15 o 1 I & 62 12 0
Belgium.............. 1710 0; 30 5 7 P14 a 3115 0

Bulgaria.............. 1 0 0 011 9:e Q11 9 —
Canada ............. 110 0 2. 70 8 4 4 012 o
Cyprus .............. 110 © 1 0 0 1 o O 1 0 0
Denmark.............. 40 11 0 28 15 0 27 3 2: 2815 o
France ........... 3910 oi 68 14 3 50 3 21 8712 0
Germany.............. 254 13 0 ' 301 4 7 811 1 141 30412 o
Indialy ... o o 5 o 6 12 0 512 o 12 0 o0
Italy .. < 17 10 o 21 2 4 22 5 1 1910 ©
Japan ... s o010 O ok o 012 0 0 12 o
Netherlands 20 10 0 24 16 o 24 ¢ o' 3113 o
Norway............. e 10 16 o 12 8 0 12 8 0 14 16 o

Portn”............. 0 10 0 — — —
Boamania 17 4 o 11 11 4 9 6 1 70
Bassia .............. 16 10 O 22 10 2 17 6 4 24 8 0
Finland.............. 3310 0 32 2 7 34 310 34 16 0
Servia  .eeeenn. and s 0 O 10 o o 10 o ( 10 0 0
Spain ... o 114 6 11510 115 3 1 4 o0
Sweden............ 22 10 0 21 19 7 29 19 2 30 o o
Switzerland 68 10 o 75 13 s s6 16 3 89 6 o
United Kingdom .. 486 9 s, 55914 s 652 1 & 669 o o
United States ... U o 3 4 o, 4 2 5 3 9 o

1
]
1,234 19 o ,1443 3 6 j1,557 9 1 1649 7 o

“ The majority of the countries concerned happily show a
substantial'increase in the subscriptions they pay to our Alliance.
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Among these we may nuuiber Bflgiuiii, tlu- subscrii)tioii of wliicli.
although not verv higli (EHO0), sliows an increase of per cent,
since 1J10. From Germany ftlone, the Alliance received last year
an increase of £50 on the subscription paid in 191U. I'lie Frencli
subscriptions have relatively increased the most, having risen from
less than £40 to more than £85. iJolland has paid subscriptions
for the current year showing an increase of 50 per cent, on r.illi.
Austria takes the third place with regard to the amount of siili-
scriptions paid, and is only surpassed by Great Britain and
German”-. The difference, however, between Austria and Gennan_\
is considerable, although the sum paid by Austria shows a good
increase ; the increase during tlie last three years amounts to abom
£30. The subscriptions paid by India, Sweden, Switzerland, and
Hungary have also risen considerably. Switzerland now pays HOju ¥
cent, more than in 1010; the same niay be said of Hungary. 'I'lic
increase in the case of Sweden amounts to per ceiii. 'l'ii.-
strongest financial sup])ort received by our Allianci- is tli.il
furnished by tlie societies in tlie United Kingdom ; it.srcnis lil<el\
that these societies will contribute more tlian tTIM) to the funds nl
the Alliancc this year. From not 'Juitf toOO in li'ld. tlu- mili-
sci'iptions havf risen steadily year by \e.ir, :ind the iin-rcasc now
aniovmts to aliout 45 J=ei' cent, as coiiij):i)-ed witli IUIO. it is :i
noteworth\ fact among the couiiti'ies whi:-li crm sliow a substantia!
increase in tlie '-ulwcrijition'; Jiaid are tlio<e wliicli lili\e joincii
collectively witli :tn tlieir menibei-s, and it is Iroin these that ui
receive large s\ujj'- in snliscriptions.

“ The subscriptions received from Finland. Jtaly. Ser\ia.
Spain, and Argentine show very little cliange. rnfortiniatel\.
we have to record a decrease; in 1010 the sum of more tlian I-iti
was paid, and last year the subscriptions only amoimted to i'27.
Portugal has ceased to be counted among tlie countries paving
subscriptions. On the whole, however, tlie picture presented to uv
by the table is very encouraging. We aie approaching the tinif
when our Alliance can record an annual income of Thiv
smn is very necessary if the Alliance is to undertake and carr\
out the duties which lie before it.

The Dalance sheet which is aj)pended to tliis vi-poi-t give-
detailed information with regard to tlie cxjienses of the Alliance
from to 1012. From this it will be seen that it is the aim ol
the Alhance to accumulate a small fund, and to use every effort t(.
keep the expenses below the income. We may rightly say that
never has the financial position of the .\lliance been lietter and
safer than at present. At the end of 1012 we had a capital o}
more than £1,3(X>.

The Central Committee, to the importance of which since
its reorganisation we paid tribute at the beginning of this rejjorl.
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five* times during tlio poriod under review. Tlie iirst
iilieetiug, wliich took place immediately after tlie Hamburg;
Cougress, served to determine the constitution. A few weeks
luter the Central Committee ugaiu assembled at (‘ologne. At tins
meeting, held ou October 30th, imO, efforts were made to prepare
the appointment of a general secretary : a programme of activity
was also drawn up. It was decided that the * Jiulletin ' should
ap])ear nionthly as before, and its size increafiod. Further plans
were made for the next Year Book, and 1> H. Miiller was
entrusted with the editorship of the * Bulletin 'and tlie Year Book.
Finally, several resolutions were jiassed with regard to the inter-
pretation of the new rules. Jn 1011 the Central Committee met
at Ostend, where important resolutions were also passed. Tlie
efforts of the Executive Committee to find a suitable secretary
being fruitless, it was decided to put it in the hands of the Execu-
tive Committee to carry out current affairs as well as possible in
the circumstances. At the same time, preparations were made for
clioosing Ihc matters to be discussed at the next Congress. Tin-
Central Committee a.ssembled for the fourtii time at Coj)enliapeii
in 1i]'2. The most important busin»'ss was to make arrangements
with reference to the Glasgow Congress. The hist meeting toolc
place in Juni; last at Basle. Amongst othei- matters, the appoint-

Tepoi't lieiiig elected to fill the 1)osition.

m It is with great satisfaction that we ai'c; able to state tliat the
di-eussioiis of the Central Connnittee on all these occasions was
characterised by the unanimous efforts of all the members to
further the interests of our Alliance, and to jilace their own
jjereonal views and wishes in the background. They all ado])ted
not only a peaceful but a harmonious course. The attendance
might be said to be very good, considering that the long distjmce
prevented many from taking part in the meetings of the Central
Committee. The rej)resentatives of Great ]3ritain. (Germany.
Switzerland. Austria. Holland. Sweden, and Denmark attended
tlie meetings regularly. At Copenhagen the J'rench representa-
tives were unable to be present, and the same may be said of th--
Hungarian representatives at Ostend. I'nforliniately. the repre-
sentatives of Finland, liussia, Italy. Boumania, and Servia did
not attend any of the meetings. Of the two Hungarian members of
the commitf-ee, NIr. Gydrgy was jnesent at the njeetings at Copoi-
hagen and Basle, as was 5Ir. Dehli, tlie representative of Norway.

“ Since its election at the Hamburg Congress, the Central
Committee has lost two of its members through death ; these were
Mr. J. C. <"ray. General Secretary of the British (‘o-operative
Union, and Mr'. Max Kadestock. President of the Central Union
of German Distributive Societies. Mr. J. ('. Gray rendered great
and lasting service to our Alliance, especially during the first
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critical period of our existence, he aided us unceasingly with li?®
counsel and his influence. Mr. Gray was the only member of
the Executive and Central Committees whose membership was
uninterrupted. We shall always honour his memory. Mr. A.
Whitehead was appointed by the British Co-operative Union as
successor to Mr. Gray, having also succeeded him as general
secretary of that organisation, Mr. Max Radestock was elected
a member of the Central Committee at the Cremona Congress;
lie took a lively interest in the activity and development of our
Alliance. Messrs. L. Exner, of Vienna, L. Buffoli, of Milan,
and E. de Boyve, of Nimes, have announced their resignation
of membership of the Central Committee. Dr. Miiller, since his
appointment as general secretary, has also resigned membership.

“ In accordance with the resolution passed by the Central
Committee at the first meeting held after the Hamburg Congress,
the Executive Committee consisted of the five British members,
viz.: Messrs. William Maxwell, Aneurin Williams, James DeMis,
Duncan M'Innes, and J. C. Gray, who has now been replaced,
as we have mentioned, by Mr. Whitehead. The Executive Coni-
mitte’e held two meetings in 1910 after tlie Hamburg Congress,
eight in 1911, eight in 1912. and seven in 1913 (up to the time that
this report was compiled), thus making 2;) in all.

“ Till the middle of 1911, Miss Wadge was at the head of the
London officc. 'We take this opportiuiitv to thank licr for tlu-
services she rendered to the Alliance. From the end of 1911 until
September, 1912, the office was under tlie supervision of INIr.
Aneurin Williams; arthe beginiJteg of October Dr. H. IMiiller
once more took over the superintendence of the affairs of th.
office.”

Mr. Wwilliams undertook to answer questions upon an\
point in the report with regard to which any delegate had any
doubt.

The Presidekt asked for questions, but none being put the
report was unanimously adopted-s..

The Revision of the Rules of the Alliance.

The Presidekt called upon Mr. Aneurix Williams, who
introduced the question of the revision of the rules, and said the
delegates would find the reasons for the suggested changes on
the last three pages of the printed agenda. It was proposed that
in future Article 18 should read as follows:—

“ The minimum subscription for each society admitted
under sub-section (a) of Article 8 shall be 6s. if the member-
ship is under 500, 12s. if the membership is 501 to 3,000"
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2-Js. if the membersliip is 3,001 to 10,000, £2 if the member-
ship is more than 10,000. Co-operutive societies whose
business has district or national dimensions and .co-operative
unions and federations shall pay a minimum subscription
of £5 if their membership does not exceed 10,000
individuals or 300 societies, a minimum subscription of
£10 if they have more than 10,000 members or 300 societies.
Organisations admitted under sub-section (d) of Article 8
shall pay a minimum of £2.”

He said the reason why they proposed to admit societies with
less than 500 members for 6s., instead of 12s. as formerly, was
very evident. It was because very small societies found it verj-
difficult to pay a larger sum for the privilege of belonging to
this Alliance. The Executive Committee thought the sum of
Os. was enough to aslv of them.

The alteration was agreed to.

Mr. campbell (Cowlairs) at this stage suggested that in
future all printed matter should be in the hands of the delegates
=sooner than it had been on the present ofcasion.

The Pkesident said that the delay in getting out papers, etc.,
for the Congress had been occasioned by the illness of Dr.
Nliiller, but so far as they could see now delegates would have
no cause for complaint in the future. They had been most
unfortunate in having their President and Secretary ill at
practically one and the same time.

Consideration of the rules having been re.sumedj Mr.
Williams (on behalf of the Central Committee) moved that
henceforward Article 19 should read as follows:—

“ Should a co-operative union join the AUiance witn
all its constituent members, so that each of the latter
thereby acquires the privileges of members, with the
exception of the right given in Article 13 (c), it must in
addition to the minimum subscription fixed in Article I
pay a contribution for each constituent member as follows
Is. should the average number of members be less than
150, 2s. should the average number of members stand
between 151 and 300, 3s. should the average number of
members stand between 301 and 600, 4s. should the averag.”
number of members stand between 001 and 1,000, 5s.
should the average number of members stand between 1,001
and 1,500, 6s. should the average number of members stani
between 1,501 and 2,000, 8s. should the average number
of members exceed 2,000.”

Some of the unions, said Mr. Williams, had small societies
as members, and to ask them to pay 2s. for each of those societies
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seemed to be too imicli. ‘Jlu.v tlu'icforo ])roposu<l t< vidiici' it
in accordance with their sii®Nj®esti'd alteration. On the ntJifr liiiid
where the societies were hirpe tlie Central ('ommittee thought it
was only reasonable timt they should j)av a little more tlian
bad been the case in the past, hence their new basis of subscrij™-
tion for such societies.

Mr. kikton (Throcklev), in the belief that no objection would
be taken to the suggested alterations, said he was i)repar<.-d
move that they be agreed to en bloc.

The President said he did not think it would be advisalil =
to adopt such a course, and ruled accordingly.

Mr. Williams moved that Article 2K be altered to vend
follows:—

“ The Central Committee consists of the r(‘])resent:uivfs
of the organisations of the different countries bt-loitging tu
the Alliance elected by Congress. The i-onstituent member-;
of every country have the rjght ti> one rejireseiitative, if
they jointly pay subscriptions to tlie amount of at lea'-t
£10. Those which j>ay sub”vi'ij'tiou’- to the amount df
£25 are entitled to two re])vesentativ(.-s ; those which pa\
subscriptions to the amount <f i'To arc t™ntitled tu tlirci
representat-ives; those which pay JLir>0. to fo\u'; those which
pay £300, to tive ; those which j)ay to si\: and tliciM-
whicli pay £600 and more to seven representatives on tlio
Central Committee. The two following sentenoes
Article 28 to remain unchanged.

Mr. williams said that what they had done with the j>revious
~ticles showed that they were not unmindful of the interests
orsmall societies. At the same time they must have some rega]\l
for the claims of the large societies. Hitherto no eountr\.
however large and however big its subscription to the Alliance,
had been allowed to have more than five representatives on the
Central Committee. As a consequence the small countries were
increasing their representation on the Central Connnittee, hut
the large countries were, not, because they had not the op]>oi-
tunity. The Central Committee therefore proposed, in order
to be just to both parties, that where the organisations in a
country paid more than £400 ])er annum to the Alliance tiuy
ghould have six seats on the Central Committee, and that in the
case of a subscription of £600 or more, seven seals. J3e>ond
that they did not propose to go. The rest of the rule remaineld
unchanged.

Mr. scHLack fMiilheim): Fellow co-ojierators. we, the
Imperial Union of German Distributive Societies, would like to
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add a further sentence to Article *28. In Article 2H tlie ripiits oi
the individual countries to rei)resentation on tin- C'untrul C'om-
Miiltee are sot forth, but not of timse of the unions existinj™ in
the various countries. A rule should therefore he franied in
order to meet the interests of all the unions in the diflPereiit
countries which are affiliated to (he J.C.A. 'Jhis iippears to be
necessary in order to render it jKtssible for the srTmHer unions
to collaborate in the J.C.A. For this reason we ask you to add
the following sentence to Article 28; “ The juunber of repre-
sentatives on the Central Cominittee to wliich a country is
entitled shall be regulated in proportion to tlie amount, of
subscrij)tion paid by the unions affiliated to the Alliance." Thus
(he representation of the different unions would be determined
by the ;nnount of subscription })aid. All the alhliated unions
would he a<bsured equal rights, and it would be possible for tlie
smaller unions to take }iart in the affairs of the International
Co-oj)erati\e Alhance.

Mr. said (he aniendinent liad been carefully con-
>idered by the (‘entral Committee, and tliey did not recommend
Congress to adopt it. Tliey thought it Avas iiccessary in deciding
ilow many re[)rcsentHtives each country shinild liaxe to take sonit*
account of the anioinit of subscription that canie from that
coniitiy. At tile same tinie they liad drawn up a -cale so as to
”ive an advantage to small countries. WIlu-n, however, it canje
to the division of rejiresentatives between diti'‘eient unions and
societies tliey did not think it would be to the interests of all
concerned to lay down a rule saying that the seats should be
divided amongst those societies and unions in jiroportion to their
subscriptions. Congress should keep within itself the power to
say who should be elected as representatives of the various
countries. Of course, some attention would be paid to the
amount sent in by any particular union which claimed representa-
tion on the Central Committee, but that was not the only
consideration, and to say that every union by increasing its
subscription should be able to increase its re)>resentation on the
Central Committee would practically have the tfitect of ))utting
the seats on the Central Committee u]> ior auction. For that
reason they suggested that the amendment should be rejected.

Mr. Bkaun (Miilheim): Ladies and gentlemen, the point «f
view of the Committee is biased. As Mr. Schlack has explained
to you. we had quite other reasons for bringing forward our
amendment. It is not possible to u])root the differences which
prevail in the various countries, even among co-operative
societies which are of the same tyjie. Since it is impossible to
do this, 1 think we must take into consideration the tendencies
of the different unions by making it possible for them to
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collaborate in the administrative organs of the Alliance. Jf y<n
do not do so you will soon have to reckon with unions, the
conditions of which are similar to our own, and thus make it
difficult for them to collaborate in the I.C.A. Such, however,
cannot be either the intention or the task of the Alliance, and
we therefore request you to support our motion in regard to tht®
additional sentence, viz., that representation on the Central
Committee be divided among the unions in proportion to the
amount of subscription paid by the individual unions affiliat-ed
to the Alliance.

The Prksidext said the amendment had evidently arisen from
the fact of two unions existing in one country. They in Great
Britain carried on their work with only one imion. They could
easily imagine what would be the position if they had two’ unions,
with one in opposition to the other. However, in this particular
Continental country there were two unions, and they took different
views of what should be the basis of subscription. They were both
German unions, and were legally built up. The Central Com-
mittee of the Alliance, which represented all countries in Europe,
had carefully considered the proposed amendment, and they did
not see how its adoption would lead to peace and harmony. (Hear,
hear.) He had no sympathy with the idea, and he thought he wt™
expressing the views of his colleagues on the point, of hringin<:
in the splits aiid dissensions of any country to a meeting of tiiat
kind. (Hear, hear.) Whatever method leads to peace and
harmony, that was the road they would have to travel. (Applause.)

The PRE@IDEXT having read the amendment, put it to the vote
and declared it lost by a lai”e majority.

Mr. williams then moved, on behalf of the Central Committee,
a slight addition to Article 36 (b), by which it would be possible for .
the unions to send deputies to the meetings of the Central Com-
mittee in the event of one or other of their members being pn™
vented from attending a meeting. A resolution to this effect was
passed at a meeting of the Central Committee which was held in
1010. and should now be confirmed by the rules. It was unneces-
sary to point out that it was in the interests of the Alliance to he
as fully represented as possible at its meetings, in order that
expression might be given to the views of co-operators in all

countries.

This alteration was agreed to.

The Central Committee published in the Congress agenda the
following reaons for the motion with regard to the revision of
Articles 18, 19, 28. and 30 {b) of the rules :—

“ The new rules which were adopted by the Congress at
Hamburg have proved satisfactory, and it has been possible to
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iind with bi'iiffit to the Alliance. When the now rules were drafted
£t2ess was laid on the fact that it could not bi; expetced in under-
taking tlio revision that the.y would'prove entirely satisfactory in
Jill points of detail, and that it might soon be necessary to introduce
changes in some of the paragraphs of the new rules. This has now
Jjecome necessary. In particular, the regulation with regard to the
.amount of subscription payable by members has, in some respects,
had ungratifying results. The increase in the amount of sub-
scriptions, as laid down in Article J8 of the rules, has caused n
number of small societies in the different countries to resign mem-
bership in the Alliance, since they were unable to pay a subscrip-
tion of 12s. It is equally important to us that we should make
membership in the Alliance possible to a large number of societies
as that we should increase and strengthen our funds. The affilia-
tion of small societies to the I.C.A. is of much value to them,
mespecially in the case of societies operating in countries where
Co-operation is not greatly developed. Although there is ageneral
tendency to let our Alliance become more and more an organisation
of national co-operative unions, we are far from under-estimating
the importance of tla/; affiliation of individual societies, whicli
cannot be done without in those countries where there are, as yet,
no consolidated co-operative unions. For tliis jvnson we .suggest
that in Article 18 the minimum subscription for soc-ieties which
have less than 00O members be reduced to tis.. instead of 12s. We
think, however, that we should adhere to the other rates of sub-
scription for individual societies as prescribed in Article 18, and
not introduce any changes, since the increase in the amount of
subscription according to the number of members already causes
considerable difficulties which it seems inadvisable to increase.
The regulations with regard to the amount of subscription payable
by unions and other organisations remain unchanged, since it has
proved possible to carry them out without much difficulty.

“ Article 19, with regard to the unions which have joined the
Alliance collectively With all their members, has been carried into
practice by various unions, viz., in Belgium. Germany, Holland,
Finland, Austria, and Sw'itzerland. Further, the new co-operative
union of distributive societies in France and the Hungarian
‘ Hangya ' intend to become collective members. Experience has
proved that the collective affiliation of unions with all their mem-
bers has, in every respect, been of advantage to the Alliance, and
we therefore hope that in future other unions will become affiliated
mcollectively.

“ With regard to the application of Article 10. it has been
proved in some cases that a subscription of 2s. per society is too
high, and is beyond the capacity of unions which are composed,
for the most part, of societies whose membership is small. For
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societies is less than 160. If those unions liave to jmy u bnbsci ii/-
tion of 2s. per annum per society, it would necessarily add coji-
siderably to their annual expenditure. We thiiik, therefore, that
in such cases the annual subscription per society should be
reduced to Is.

" On the other hand, we have to suggest in the new Article 10
an increase in the amount of subscription payable by collective
members. Hitherto the maximimi subscription for collective
members has been 5s., and was applicable to all unions havinp
ail average membership of more than 1,000. The progress made hy
Co-operation during recent years shows plainly that in the more
developed co-0])erative countries there is a tendency not only to
increase the number of individual societies but to form larpe
societies by the amalgamation of several societies. At present
there is a stro7ig movement towards concentration. The mnnbt'r
of societies which have r).(MK) to 10,000 members or more is con
stantly increasing, whilst, on tlie other hand, the number of new
societies which are founded is relatively small and is, indeed, on
the decrease. Tliis line of development would tend to reduce the
subscriptions of collective members of our Alliance, whilst tiieii-
societies are increasing in number. |If tlie societies are to con-
tribute to the expenses of the Alliance iiccordijip to tlieir activit\ .
the amount of subscriptiojis must be raised tor those iu)ions tlie
average membership of whose affiliated societies consideral>ly
exceeds 1,(KXX We, therefore, suggest that the amount of os. per
society shall apply to such unions the average membership of whose
societies ranges from 1,001 to 1,500. Those unions the niembershi])
of whose societies ranges from 1,501 to 2,000 shall pay Os. for each
affiliated society, and 8s. if the average membership exceeds 2,000.

“ The desirability of introducing this provision is apparent
from the following fact: If the British Co-operative I'nion were
to decide to become affiliated collectively to the Alliance with all
its members, it would mean a loss of several hundred pounds to
the Alliance. According to the rules as they stand at pi-esent, the
I'nion would have to pay a subscription of £350, or, at the most,
+400, whereas at present the subscriptions of the Bintish societies
exceed £700.

"Another paragraph of the rules seems to us to recjuii'e revision,
viz.. Article 28, which provides that the representation of the
different countries on the Central Committee shall depend on the
amoimt of subscriptions paid. According to the rules, as they are
at present, the number of members of the Central Committee to be
newly elected at the Glasgow Conference will be about 40, and it
is the small countries which, owing to the increase in the rate of
subscription from £10 to £25 and £25 to £70, will in many cases
be entitled to more than one representative. Thus the influence on
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the Alliancc of the large countries, the subscriptions of which h:uo
also inci'eHsed, and whicli contribute the most to tlie fuiids of tin'
Alliance, would be reduced, since they already have the uiaxiinuni
number of representatives (five). It, therefore, seems to us
desirable to make it possible for the more developed co-operativi-
countries to have more representatives on tlio Central (‘onimitlec.
especially as in these countries there are orginiisations which havf
the right and to which it would be of advantupf to bf represented
on the Central Committee of our AlliaiR-e. Ac<'ording to our
revision of Article 28, the maximum number of rcj'iesentatives to
which a country is entitled shall be increased by two—that is to
say, the co-operative organisations in a countiy shall bo accorded
the right to propose six members for election on the C'entral (‘oni-
mittee in cases where the annual subscriptions exceed £450. In
cases where the subscriptions exceed £600 they sliall have tlie riglit
to elect seven representatives. We consider tlint. according to
these additional provisions, representation of the different
countries on the (‘entral Committee would be more ecjually })i( -
portioned than is the case at present.

“ Finally, we suggest- a slight addition to Article -U (/)). by
which it will be possible for the unions to send deputies to tlie
meetings of tlie Central Committee in tlie event of one or otliei-
of their members being prevented from attending a meeting.
A resolution to this effect was passed at a meeting of the Central
Committee which was held in 1010, and should now be c-onlirnied
by the rules. It isunnecessary to point out that it is in the interests
of our Alliance to be as fully represented as ]>ossible at it<
meetings, in order that expression may be given to the views of
co-operators in all countries.

Por the reasons mentioned above, wo recomnjend the adoji-
tion of Articles 18, 19, 28, and 36 (h) as luojiosed by us

“ For the Central Committee of the J.C.A..

“William M.AXwnn.L. President.
“HaXS Mull+.K, General Secretary.
“ Basle, June 5th, 1918.”

Report on Uniform Co-operative Statistics.

The Pbesidext announced that the comTuittee appointed to
consider the question of obtaiTiing statistics from the various
countries on a uniform basis had met. but desired further time
before submitting a final report.
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Greetings from Mr. R. Stewart (S.C.W.S.) and Dr. Hans Muller.

The Pricsidext read the following telegram from mMr. liohert
Stewart (Chairniun of tlie Scottish Wholesale Society), who wat.
at the moment in New York on the business of tlie soc'iety : " Sorrv
unable to be with you. Trust your meetings will be the beginning
of a new era in the co-operative movement, when unity shall
prevail iu our ranks for the uplifting of the people. Wish you all
«uccess during (‘'ongress.” (Applause.) He also read a telegram
from Dr. Miiller, who was sorry he could not attend, and who
wished C'ongress “ splendid success.” (Applause./

The Congress rose at 12-40 p.m.
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SECOND SESSION OF CONGRESS,

Tuesday, August 26th, 1913,
At 9-30 a.m.

Within a few ininute!> of the appointed time the Phesidext
took the cliair on Tuesday morning and opened the session by
making a few announcements for the comfoit >ind convenience
of the delegates, r He also stated that it would facilitate matters
if delegates desii'ous of taking pait in the discussion on the
Peace resolution would send their names to the ]>latforni.

Resolution on International Peace.

The JIliKSIinEXT called upon Mr. G. J. ]). C. (icedhai't (The
Hague) to move the resolution, and introduced hijn in a]>propriale
terms. He said Mr. Goedhart came from 'I'lie Hague, which
liad heen cliosen by tlie adininisti'atoj-s of tlic world to liousf
the Jalace of I*eace. It set'iiu'd to lie very fitting, therefore,
that he should move h resolution which had lor its object tlu*
Juaintenance of iiUernational ])eace.

Mr. Gokdnhakt said the Central Committee had asked him to
move tile resolution, which was as follows: —

“ That this Congress fully endorses the action recently
taken by the Executive and Central Committees of the
International Co-operative Alliance in order to manifest that
it is in the interests of the co-operators of all countries to
do their best to uphold pi®ace. The Congress emphasises
once more that the njaintenance of peace and goodwill
among all nations”constitutes a)i essential conditToTi for the
develounienF of Co-operatibTr~aiid ~Ehe realisation of those
ends whicli“re amied til~by tins movement. The Congress
furthei” desires to impress" ui>on the public opinion of all
nations the fact that the reasons for the continuance of
armanigiits and the po”ibility of mtemational conificts will
3i~ppear as the social~and economic life of everv nation
becomes oi-gauised according to co-operative principles, and
that, lhereJiUi'y, the piugl'ess of Co-operation forrns one of
the most valuable guarantees for the preservation of the
world’'s peace. The Congress, therefore, exhorts the people
of cvtMv country to join our movement and strengthen their
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power. Tlie Tntornational Congress of the Alliance declaivi®
itself in amity with all tlie co-operators of the world, and
welcomes any action they may take in this direction or in
which they may participate. Congress also welcomes all
demonstrations made or to be made by other organisations

w'ith the same aim.”

He did not think it would need a long speech to persuade
the Congress that it was in the interests of the co-operators of
all coimtries to do their-best to maintain peace, Dor “ that the
maintsnance of peace and goodwill among all nations constitute.”i
an essential condition for the development of Co-operation and
the realisation of those ends which tre aimed at by this move-
ment.” “~hat was the aim of the movement? It was to
organise firstlEe~ eScchsngB of goodiT and~ afterwai”™ the p7o-
ductionr in order that ecjualitv and equity might reigP in the
future. Dlcoi”e, they would not be able to reach that st"te
while they were still unable to regulate production, buying, and
selling, and dispatching of materials and goods produced. Now
during a war, and even before a war commenced, the wliole
traffic and trade of not only the countries at war, but also of
the greater part of the world, were put in disorder. It was
clear, therefore, that war would do the co-operative movement
a great deal of harm. But there was more. Co-operation ji®inied
at raising the labouring classes ; it tried to get th_em better.5sages
and to give them tlie opportunity of getting bett"er comniodities.
War disturbed production and trade. It took the greater part
of the strong workingmeo from their workshops—often for evei-—
and it took the railways for use in carrying things needed in the
war. The consequence was that the economic life of the nation
was entirely dislocated when war flamed in the land. But even
when war was only threatening in some countries it had a
disastrous influence on the economic position of other nations.
Trade and production were so organised that the nations were
dependent on each other for the necessities of life. The various
nations w«:e also interested in each other’s economic well-being,
so ttiat if one is affected all the others feel it. “ A war,” says
Norman Angdl, " weakens not only the submei”ed nation, but
also equally as hard its submerger.”

This brought him to the next portion of the resolution, viz.,
“ Tlie Congress further desires to impress upon the public opinion
of all nations the fact that the reasons for the continual increase of
armaments and the ]>ossibility of international conflicts will tend
to disappear as the social and economic life of every nation becomes
organised according to co-operative principles, and that, therefore,
the progress of Co-operation forms one of the most valuable
guarantees for the preservation of the world’'s peace.’’



41

If it was true that the economic interests of the nations were
so interwoven that a war hurt them even if they were not i
portj’ in it, then how much more w'ould they feel the effects if
the social life of the people were organised on co-operative lines
It wo\ild, therefore, be seen how stupid a war was, even when
a nation gained'every battle, ~f the organisation of production
and consumption were entir”™ shaped on co-operative lines, theji
e\eiy~'persSa would be a member of a co-operative eooiety, all
co-operative societies of the country would be members of the
W Eblesale Societv. and the Wholesalp. Societies of the various
countries would have mutual interests. This huge organisation
woxiHTtherefore, feel the consequences of a Avar immediately.
Nay, even the least cloud on the political life would be felt in
such a great concern and move it to care for the maintenance of
peace. He had not yet spoken of the greatest evil resulting
from Mar and from the preparations for it for the working
classes. It was clear that capital did not grow on trees; it had
to be made by continual working, and it must be found out of
the results of national production. Now that national pro-
duction rose from the co-oporatioii of capital. Labour, and
materials, and the profit had to be divided by the capitalists, the
Ifibourers, and the contractors. It was clear that if the capitalists
got more the labourer got less, and it was also clear that war
and its preparations made capital dearer for ;i long time, so, of
roui-se, it made less the part of Labour. But the income of the
Exchequer had for the greater part to be brought up by the
labouring classes.

All the European powers had a tremendous public debt;
in the aggregate it amounted to £7,808,879,820, and of that
sum £3,000,000,000 represented capital lost in wars and
pi-eparations thereto. Interest had, tlierefore, to be paid on
capital which no longer existed. Moreover, the European nations
together paid huge sums for war preparations. In times of peace
the armies consisted of 7,572,610 men, which in times of war
could be increased to 20,017,253 men, whilst the European
fleets were composed of 2,356 sliips, with 15,271 guns and
451,617 sailors. Of course the maintenance of these armies and
navies cost very huge sums, which are lost to better objects,
and which have to be found for the greater part out of the
lesser incomes. Is it strange that the conviction is being spread
more and more that means must be found to lessen the sums
hitherto voted for army and na”y purposes. One of the best
means will be the promotion of Co-operation. That must be
clear to you, for Co-operation means the amalgamation of the
interests ~f m” and of nationsT | pointed out the economic
profit of it~in the early part of my address, but | need not say to
you that Co-operation means brotherhood, and that it .aims at

G
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the improvement of the condition of mankind in cverv wa\.
Therefor”™ our”™ Congress Is eniEltled to emphasise the fact'Tliat
Co-operation is the best means for the preservation of the world s
peace, and to exhort the people of every country to join our
movement and to strengthen its power. (Applause.)

Mr. Maxwell said it would be strange indeed if the ever-
growing civilisation of the past centuries had not entirely changi d
and altered tlie thoughts of mankind. It was only in the very
few uncivilised States that remained in the world that they could
find the customs and habits that were generally adopted at the
beginning of the Christian era. But there Was one cruel and
savfige custom that had withstood the civilisation of all the
centuries—the barbaric custom of war. The change that had
taken place in armaments had been to make them more deadly,
whilst greed of territorj’ and ambition to conquer were as stroiij:
as they were 2,000 years ago, especially among many wlio held
place and power to-day. In ordinari’ life nations were agreed
that disputes and difficulties could be settled in properly equipped
court-s of justic or,arbitration, yet in international differences the\
clung to the power of the sword as the only means of settlement.
The history of the world teemed ~ith evidence that maiiy of
their past wars were unnecessary and unjust, and if reason aiul
amity had been applied to the subject in dispute how mucii life
and treasure might have been saved in the past | War was not
in harmony with their boasted civilisation nor tlieir vainitcd
Christianity. Apart from the horrors of wai' and its attendant
miseries, which fell heavily upon the workers, the financial
burdens were becoming unbearable in mose European countries,
and all in order that one Government should possess more
engines of destruction than the others. He submitted that inter-
national Co-operation was the very antithesis of international
strife, and every man and woman in the International Alliance
had some influence.- Let them use that influence so that the
huge and costly armaments of war that disfigured the civilisation
of the 20th century might be abolished for ever. Let them hope
that the growing sense of harmony between nations which that
great Congress represented would in a very short period wipe
out many of those deadly engines upon which so much of the
workers’ hard-earned monej* was expended. Then they would
bring in the time when men would beat their swords into plough-
shares and bring peace and hope and comfort to the workers of tlie
world." fLoiid applause.)

Mr. VON Eim (Hamburg) was specially greeted, and signifi-
cance was attached,, to the fact that he delivered his speech in
both German and English. Mr. von EIm said he supported the
]>eaee resolution with great pleasure, because he knew that there
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Avas no German co-operator wlio did not vant peace— (loud
applause)—and who did not agree absolutely with the tenor of the
resolution. They all knew that under present conditions the
rulers of the world cared very little for the resolutions of
co-operators. Nevertheless they considered it their duty to
express their determination for the maintenance of international
peace, and they would hail the resolutions of all the other
friends of peace, because the rulers could not resist the expressed
will of the people, which in the end was the law supreme. (Loud
applause.) That would have to be acknowledged by the ruling
powers one day. When the great majorities of the English,
French, and German peoplp declared “ We don’'t want war, but
peace.” When those three great civilised nations were united
for peace there would be peace, not only among those nations,
but among all nations. (Applause.) He knew the sentiments ot
the German working classes— and that meant the great majority
of the working classes—and they did not want war with any
nation. They wanted peace. (Applause.) The war scaremongers
of every nation were those who wanted war to serve their own
selfish ends. Through the mad competition of armaments in
all countries a hEmdful of rich capitalipts had been made richer,
while the working classes were foolish enough not only to pay
for the increasing expense of armaments, but to sacrifice their
lives for militarism and imperialism—the monstrosities of the
capitalist. (Applause.) So long as capitalism ruled the world
the elements that led to war came in. They were therefore
convinced that the danger of war would disappear rapidly as the
co-operative movement extended among nations. The co-opera-
tive movement excluded capitalist profits. It was anti-
capitalistic—its profits were distributed among the community,
.and the organisation among producers and the community on
co-operative principles meant peace, because the root of all war
(capitalist profit) was excluded. The delegates attended the
International Congress to exchange views and to learn from
others. The German delegates had learned a great deal in Great
Britain, and particularly in Scotland. If the German delegates
promised to do their utmost to organise and federalise on co-opera-
tive principles, and if they did it a little better than it had been
done in Great Britain it would please every co-operator in Great
Britain.  (Applause.) The co-operators of the world were
friends. (Loud and prolonged aplause.; The co-operators ot
the world wanted construction and not destruction. (Renewed
applause.) They wanted to build up the solidarity of the world
on an international basis, and co-operators wanted the workers
of all nations to help them to realise and to accomplish
that great work for the peace of the whole world. (Loud
applause.)
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Mr. AIBERT Thomes (Paris): Fellow co-operators, | wish (JmL
one who could have spoken to you more authoritatively than I
had been able to come here to solicit, iu the name of French-
speaking co-operators, your unreserved and enthusiastic accept-
ance of the motion proposed by the Central Committee of the
Alliance, but our highly esteem” friend. Professor Charles Gide,
was unable to attend this Congress. | should first of all like t&»
read that which Professor Gide has written to you, | will then
voice the few words on behalf of the French delegates which
you seem to think indispensable. Professor Gide writes as

follows:—

“ 1 much regret that I am unable to accompany my Frencn
colleagues, but | should like at least to join with them in the
international manifestation for peace. We know that the voice
of co-operators, even the luiited voice of the co-operators of all
countries, is not strong enough to outweigh that of the combina-
tion of interests and passions. In view of the fact that the
horrors of the Balkan war have not availed to make war accursed,
but have even furnished the Press with new reasons to glorify
it, our protests will not suffice to open the eyes of our
contemporaries. Nevertheless we confidently hope one day to
see Co-operation realise in political life that which it has begun
to realise in ecouomic life, viz., to transform States and empires
into free associations and free federations (co-operative common-
wealths) which will not wage war with one another, but will
only try to increase by the same means as our present societies,
i.e., by the voluntary affiliation of those who desire to come

to them.”

As | have said, I-beg to add a few words to the letter sent
by our eminent colleague. If some of the nations here repre-
»ented desire to see the union of all international forces it must
be those which for 42 years have burdened the world with the
heavy weight of armed peace. Since ouj- colleague, Mr. von EIm,
has come to tell you of the ideals of peace cherished by the
workers of Germany, may |, as the representative of France, be
permitted to assert the ideal of peace and the desire for union
and for closer relationship and friendship with Germany which
animates all the representatives of the proletariat of France.
(Applause.) Ladies and gentlemen, my dear fellow co-operators,
we French, more than any other section of the Congress, have
realised during the last few months how necessary it is for us
to act. In spite of our efforts, however, our people are to be
burdened with new armaments. The folly of war seems to
increase; not only our two nations, but all the nations of Europe
are involved, and your action, my fellow co-operators of all
nations, has become more necessary. | feel inclined to contradict
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the words of disillusion and scientific disenchantment contained
in Professor Gide's letter. It seems ns if he sonjewhnt doubts
the power of the people to make themselves hoard, he seems
to doubt the power of the masses to gradualh- impose their will
on Governments. We do not doubt that in any case our
co-operative forces are strong enough to oppose the folly of some
of oxir Ministers. This reminds us of what occurred in 1870. At
that time there was in France.an embryo co-operativ®movementT
A few had already come from Englan37 a f~- had published books”
and papers setting forth the necessity for Co-operation, and it
was Varlin, one of the most disinterested militants, and one of
the most heroic characters of the great Communal Insurrection
in Paris, who towards the end of the Second Empire founded
the first co-operative rest™aurant in France. You know how
everything was swept away by the Commune and the war. The
best and most noble of the militant workers were ruined by the
repression of Versailles, and it was found that long years were
necessary before the French Co-operative Movement could rocord
new progress.

It is in the interests of Co-operatroii as a whole, as
Ml-, von Elm pointed out, to prevent new wars. For the sake
of the economic development of the various nations, and for the
material and moral uplifting of the working classes, it is most
important that, wars should be avoided. We still hope, however,
since we may say that the co-operative principle of itself wall
penetrate into the inner life of the nations. It will substitute
a system of peace and harmony, right and justice, for that of
competition and rivalry. That which the movement has done
within nations will it not do between all nations? We shall
shortly discuss the agreejnent between the wholesale societies,
we shall discuss the international co-operative exchange of goods.
Shall this fertile principle not be brought to the notice of all
countries? Already the capitalists to whom we are opposed have
increased the number of their shops, their cartels, and their
trusts, not only within each nation, but even between nations.
Already they have formed an entente, and already beyond the
frontiers they have established agreements %vhich from a com-
mercial point of view are very lasting and profitable to themselves.
We in France and Germany saw the singular agreement between
Krupp and Schneider. We have already seen that they know
how to multiply' their profitable agreements beyond the frontiers
of the different countries. They have come to an understanding
with some, but the result of the understanding has been to set
the masses of the workers in opposition to one another. We,
on the other hand, when we come to an understanding it is ro
jiromote agreement among united consumers and among the
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workers to bring ul>out un rnlcntc between tlie nations, nnd not
to rouse their antipathy for the benefit of certain people.

I should now like to give the third reason for hope. It is ihnt
to-day it is not the Co-operative Movement alone which will mukc
its voice heard—a voice which, according to Professor Gidc, runs
the risk of being stifled. A few weeks ago Socialists—representa-
tive working-men of the world—met in the cathedral at Baslo.
A few weeks ago the responsible re])resentatives of the great-
nations of France and Germany met at Berne. Henceforth
Co-operation will not be alone. The working classes of the two
countries will strive everywhere to this end, and if there are a
few who still doubt I should like to rt“mind them of Lamennais’
fable: There was oiu-e a traveller who wished to climb a moun-
tain. On his way he was confronted witli a large rock which
blocked his path. He sought to overturn it, but could not.
Another traveller who followed him also tried to overturn the
rock, but without avail. These two travellers were soon joined
bv others, and when there were ten of them one said, “ If w?
combine all our strengili against the rock ])erhaps we can overturn
it.” They joined forces and easily overturned the rock. In the
same way, if Syndicalists and co-operators will combine the rocK
will be overturned and caj)italism will be destroyed. (Loud

applause.)

Mr. IMFAXKLL said that they had had the sentiments of the
nations of Holland, Germany, and France, and they were now to
have a direct descendant of the Viking race— Mr. O. Dehli, of
Norway.

Mr. o. pehli (Christiania) said he was anxious to support the
resolution. The question of peace was one that should concern
all nations, great and small. (Hear, hear.) The expenses of
armaments fell heaviest on the poor. They all ought to havi-
thoughts for peace. Nobody in his country wished for war, but
all were for peace—both Labour and capitalists. (Applause.) He
wished to support the resolution with an appeal for peace among
all nations, great or small.

Mr. Neil McLeax (Frasertown) said that on such a question
as international peace he was glad to see that the co-operative
movement proved that it was linking itself up with other forward
and progressive movements of the world. So long as they had
wars, property being destroyed and lives lost, they would no doubt
promote a feeling that would set the workers against each other.
That of itself was against the true spirit of Co-operation. Ho-
operation meant the true spirit of brotherhood and fraternitv
among”eopTe ot ttie entire world. If fHev woui?lrnaT<e it the i”eal
life-fAce that the pioneers wislied to make it, then Co-operation
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must fHy> its Ri.Hnd internaiionollv. ;iot merelv in the passing of \
pioii>sjysQliit,inn ftt eacli Congress, butjt nnist lalic its pTace iiTtlu'
forefront of the~rnternational’ wo™lmig~class movements, prepared
in every way to stop the waging of war by one power against
another. His firm belief was that the working-class movements
were internationally sufficiently powerful, not merely to stop war
among small States*like the Balkans, but between tlie great Powers
of the world. (Hear, hear.) The workmen were greeting one
another across the borders of each country, and forestalling the
diplomacy of politicians. Why should there be any difference
among workers living in different nations? The fact that they were
met together that day discussing the same industrial and economic
problems showed that the working classes could do something to
stop war; and when they were determined to stop it, war would
cease in all countries, and there would be international peace. He
knew that they were sometimes told that they ought not to express
those sentiments; they were supposed not to be strong enough to
carry tliem into effect. But he wished to challenge that attitude,
and to quote, in conclusion, the words of Edwin Arnold :—

e are those whose bugle rings, that all these wars sliall cease;
We are they wlio pay the kings their cruel price for peace;
W'e are they whose constant watchword is what Christ did teach :
Each man for his brother first—and heaven then for each.

AVe are they wlio will not falter—many swords or few.

Until we make this earth the altar of a worship new;

We are they who will not take from palace, priest, or code
A meaner law than brotherhood, a lower Lord than God.

Mr. scHLAck (Miilheim): Fellow co-operators, peace is the
greatest blessing of the nations, and we are verv pleased that the
International Co-operative Congress is taking a stand on this
guestion. We of the co-operative societies must do all in our power
to make our demands for peace heard by the Huthorities. The
reasons for desiring the peace of the nations may vary, but every-
one wislies for its achievement. | should like to ask you to make a
slight change in the last sentence of the resolution. As it now
stands, this sentence reads as follows: “ It also welcomes any
demonstrations made or to be made by other organisations'with
the same aim.” | beg to alter this as follows : “ It also welcomes
the efforts of other organisations whicli pursue the same purpose.”

Through this resolution it is asserted that we welcome all efforts
towards universal peace. If we do not make this alteration, we
approve all means used to this end. Thus the Internationa] Co-
operative Congress draws a blank draft, by which it accepts all
demonstrations which aim at peace, although they may really
achieve the contrary. The whole Congress can accept tliis change
without hesitation. Should there, liowever, he any dissent. | beg
that this passage be voted upon.
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The Presidknt: The variouti nations have spoken out \erv
plainly on this resolution, and this Congress should now let its
opinion go out with no uncertain sound. | am now going to j>ut
the resolution to the vote.

A Notable Demonstration.

The President’'s words having been translated, he called upon
all in favour of the resolution to put up their hands. It seemed
as if every delegate present did so. He then called upon tiu-
delegates w'ho were against the resolution to show hands. Not a
single hand was raised.

The Presiuext: You have carried the resolution unanimoiislv.

At this announcement the delegates applauded vigorousi\.
The applause was renewed several times, growing louder eacli
time, until they burst into cheers, which grew in volume with the
intense enthusiasm which the peace declaration had created, and
for a time the delegates were standing, cheering and waving their
hands and handkerchiefs in a remarkable demonstration. When
silence was at length restored, the President remarked: “ You
never did a better morning's work in your life, and you never will."
an observation which evoked further applause.

Paper by Mr. Heinrich Kaufmann on “ The Direct Exchange of
Goods between Distributive Societies, Agricultural and other
Produotive Societies, also between the Wholesale Societies
in the different Countries.”

Mr. Kaufmaxx summarised his paper, which is given in full
below:—

“ It is impossible to treat this subject in an exhaustive
manner owing to the limited time and space at my disposal,
as well as to the fact that the statistical material with regard
to the extent and development of the cooperative exchange of
goods is likewise restricted. It is, therefore, not possible to come
to ajiy definite conclusion in the matt-er, and | must confine
myself to contributing in a small way to this extensive and
many-sided subject.

“ In addition to my personal knowledge of the co-operative
movement, which is, unfortunately, not as complete as | could
wish, 1 have at mj- disposal the results of two inquiries which
| instituted in 1904 and 1912. In undertaking the inquiry iu
1904 | wished to ascertain the amount of goods drawn by the
distributive soc-ieties affiliated to the Central Union of German
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Distributive Societies and by their Wholesale Society irom
~gricxjltural societies and fanners. The object of the second
inquiry, which 1 set on foot in 1912, was to obtain information
with regard to the amount of goods .drawn by the distributive
societies aflfiliated to our Central Union from industrial productive

societies (co-operative work societies). | also have at my disposal
much valuable information with which nunierous co-operative
-i\holesale societies furnished me, and | should here like to

eexpress my gratitude to those societies which complied with mj-
request in answering my inquiry.

“ The most important form of the co-operative exchange of
goods is effected by the formation of central co-operative
societies for the joint supply or sale of goods. These central
co-operative societies and wholesale societies are established by
local co-operative societies, the latter being members of the
wholesale organisations. This supply of goods, which may be
called part of organised Co-operation, since it is the natural
outcome of the development of co-operative efforts, forms part
of the whole problem of the organisation of Co-operation. T~
discuss this problem in my paper would necessitate the con-
sideration of the entire principle of Co-operation. Such,
however, is not my task. | have rather to deal with those
forms of the co-operative exchange of goods which we must
take into account, in addition to considering tlie direct exchange
of goods between co-operative societies and their central societies,
and the collaboration of the central societies in their capacity as
agents between their own societies and other societies.

"1 will, therefore, confine myself to briefly considering the
most important forms of, we will say, the co-operative exchange
of goods outside the organised movement.

“ 1. The supplies drawn by one society from another society,
either direct or by means of the wholesale society. In this
connection we have to do with two distinct ways of the
co-operative exchange of goods. The firet way is the supplj’
of goods manufactured in the productive departments of one
mdistributive societv to another distributive societv.

“ It frequently happens that a large society in a district
establishes such a large bakerj' that it is able to supply bread
to the smaller societies in the neighbourhood. Similarly, the
corn and cribbling mills of the larger distributive societies perform
like services for the small societies in the neighbourhood.

“ Very often the distributive slaughterhouses prepare a larger
guantity of sausages and cooked meats tlian is required by
their members, so they supply these goods not only to the
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distributive socioties in tho neiglibourliood but to all tin*
distributive societies affiliated to their federation.

" In the same wuy, co-operative societies which have their
own dairies make more cheese than is necessarj- for their own
use, and they likewise endeavour to sell theu- surj™lus to societies
in the neighboui'hood.

" The supply of bread and confectioner”™ to the distributive
societies in the same district is not undertaken by the wholesale
society, but—at least it so happens in Germany—the wholesale
society undertakes to supply distributive societies; with the
surplus produce of the mills, slaugliterhouses, and dairies of
other distributive societies.

“ Whether the exchange of goods is effected direct or by
means of the wholesale society, we have essentially to do with
a surplus production which is brought on the market. The
more varied distributive co-operative production becomes, the
more ditiicult it will be to adapt' it exactly to the requirements
of distributive Co-operation. The distributive societies will,
above all, be desirous of establishing their productive depart-
ments to the best possible advantage. |If there is not a sufficient
demand among co-operators for certain articles of produce wliich
must, nevei*thele,ss, be inainifactured, it becomes necessary to
find a suitable market for the surplus produce. In such caKe®
distributive societies naturally have recourse to Kkindred
distributive societies and to the wholesale society’. It also
happens sometimes that a distributive society sells the produce
of its productive departments to other distributive .societies, in
order to obtain a better result. The direct sale of the produce
of the bakeries to other small distributive societies in the
neighbourhood is, as a rule, a preliminary step to the amalgama-
tion of these societies with the larger distributive societies which
undertake the supply of bread.

“ A second form of the direct exchange of ptoods between
distributive societies is to be found in cases where the majority
of the members of a distributive society are engaged in home
industries. In Germany there are a number of small localities
the inhabitants of which are almost exclusively independent
hoine workers. They form a distributive society, from which
they obtain not only the necessaries of life and household
requisites, but also the raw material for carrying on their worK
at home. It sometimes happens that these distributive societies
undertake the sale of goods jn-oduced by those engaged in
home industries. In order to do away with the unhealthy
conditions of labour which prevail in the small dwellings of the
home workers, the distributive societies often establish their
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own productive workshops, thereby xuidertalcing, in addition
to their functions as distributive societies, the tasks of pro-
ductive  societies. Distributive societies undertake the
manufacture of baskets, glassware, woodenware, textile fabrics,
boots and shoes, and probably also the manufacture of other
goods witli which I am unacquainted. Statistical inquiries with
regard to the extent of this form of the co-opeiative exchange
of goods have not been mstituted.

“ 1. The excliange of goods among distributive societies,
which is effected by means of selling the goods produced in the
productive departments of the larger distributive societifes to the
small distributive societies in the same district (for example,
bread, etc.) is further developed by the combination of
distributive societies in one district into co-operative organisations
for the joint manufacture of certain goods for their own use, the
distributive societies being members of these organisations and
purchasing goods from them. Whereas tlie sale to small
societies of goods which have been manufactured in the pro-
ductive departments of tiie large distributive societies is generally
precursor™ to tlie amalgamation of these societies with the large
societies, it sometimes happens, on the other hand, that large
societies join together and establish special productive enterprises
for the purpose of manufacturing goods for their own use. The
new co-operative organisations thus formed are to be regarded
a-, central societies or federations for production. They are not
always constitut-ed as co-operative societies, but frequently—
at least in Germany—“they are constituted on the lines of joint
stock companies. Societies of this kind would be slaughterhouses
and breweries for all the co-operative societies in the district.
The establishment of such central productive societies has often
been planned in Germany, but has, up to the pre<ient, not been
carried into effect. In Great Britain there exist co-operative
mills and baking societies which are in the nature of central
productive societies of a large or small number of distributive
societies, and which, for the most part, supply the needs of the
distributive societies. In cases where central productive societies
of regional import~ce exist, it generally happens that the whole-
sale societies are prevented from supplying goods. The societies
which have founded .these central productive societies are
members of these productive organisations, which they finance,
and they, therefore, draw their supplies direct from the central
productive societies.

“* Other central productive societies are formed by tlie
industrial productive societies Cco-operative work societies), and
I shall refer to these societies later.
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“ The excliange of goods between the distributive societies
ewhich supply tlie goods produced by the home workei-s of their
respective districts, and thus act as agents of the home workers,
is a stepping-stone to the drawing of, supplies by the distributi\ e
societies from the industrial prcductive societies. It would be
well to designate these industrial productive societies labour
societies. They have been established by workingmen, not
with the object of supplying certain commodities, but to afford
the workingmen who are the members the possibility of turning
their capacity for labour to the best account, to meet a known
demand for goods, independent of private capital. These
industrial productive societies have generally a vei-y hard
struggle for existence. The experience of Co-operation in the
various countries proves that this form of co-operative pro-
duction can hardly look forward to a more prosperous future.
The observation made by Beatrice Webb in her book on ‘ The
Co-operative Movement in Great Britain, i.e., that the large
majority of the co-operative work societies wovdd fail soon after
their establishment holds good at any rate for Germany. The
causes of failure are; The want of capital, an insufficient market
for the goods, inefficient management, a?id, above all, want of
discipline among tlie workingmen who form the societies and
are employed by them.

“ Since the membership of the industrial distributive societies
is, for the most part, composed of workingmen, and as these
co-operative work societies are likewise founded by workingmen,
it often happens, owing to personal considerations, that the
co-operative work societies reckon, in the main, on the custom
of the distributive societies. They are especially desirous of
selling their produce to the distributive societies- in the immediate
neighboirrho”, and later they endeavour to prevail upon the
wholesale society to talie their goods, in order that, by means of
the wholesale society, their produce may be sold to all the
distributive societies of the country in question. The custom of
the distributive societies, and perhaps also of the wholesale
society, often leads to these societies being required to contribute
to the capital of the work society. Thus, more and more, they
gain control of the capital of such work societies, and regulate
the sale of their produce. As a further result, they are repre-
sented on the board of management or super\'ising committee.
The society thereby loses its character as a purely co-operative
work society, and acquires, more and more, the nature of a
distributive central productive federation.

“ Not infrequently, however, the central productive federation
i> transformed into a productive department of the wliolesnle
society. In this way, the Workingmen’s Co-operative Tobacco
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Society in Hamburg was talcen over by the German Wholesale
Society, as was recently the case witli the Workingmen s
Chewing Tobacco Society. Similarly, a large number of factories
belonging to the English Wholesale Society were originally
established by co-operative work societies. The necessity of
having to take over what wYre originally work societies and
later central productive federations of distributive societies is
not always agreeable to the wholesale societies; in question, lu
establishing work societies no thought is gi\en to the selectaon
of a central position; they are often to be found, at least in
Germany, in the most secluded mountain valleys, so that the
taking over of these societies as productive departments of the
wholesale society means an undesirable splitting up of the pro-
duction of this CH-ganisation. It is, therefore, obvious that the
wholesale societies have no inclination to promote the develop-
ment of these societies, but rather wish to put difficulties in the

way of taking over such societies.

“ The possibility is, however, conceivable, that it is not at all
desirable for a wholesale society to take over a central productive
federation since the direct responsibility of the distributive
societies conceraed in the enterprise is thereby lessened. If
the enterprise were to remain an independent enterprise, the
wholesale society would contribute capital, acquire for itself a
seat on the supervising committee, and take over the sale of
the produce of the central productive society to other distributive
societies. We have such an example in Germany in the Ehenish-
Westphalian Timber Society, which was originally established
as a workingmen’s society, of which the Rhenish-Westphalian
distributive societies later became members, and which has now
been converted into a limited liability company by the Bhenish-
Westphalian societies and the wholesale society. This society,
however, in reality still retains the character of a central pro-
ductive society formed by distributive organisations.

“ The industrial productive societies (workingmen’s societies),
as we have already remarked, generally fail soon after their
establishment; but in cases where they are connected with the
distributive societies, and thus become capable of continuing
their existence, they will frequently develop into productive
departments of their wholesale society or into separate central
productive federations of distributive societies. In any case,
they cease to exist as real workingmen's productive societies.
The socially directed production of consumers’ societies
assimilat-es to itself the alien body of individualistic co-operative
production.

“ Central productive societies are formed on the one hand by
distributive societies in a certain district combining for the
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joint production of goods, and on the other hand by the working-
men's societies, of which the distributive societies are members,
being taken over by the latter and converted into central pro-
ductive federations. Whereas the former meet the requirements
of the district in question and retain their independent character,
there exists for the latter the probability of losing their inde-
pendence, as soon as it seems desirable, by being transformed
into productive departments of the wholesale society. The sale
of the produce of these central productive societies by means
of, or independent of, the wholesale society in the district comes
within the sphere of the organised co-operative exchange of goods.

“ Distributive societies with productive departments procure
the raw material for these from the wholesale society, in so far
as it is possible. The same thing applies to the central pro-
ductive federations. Further, the genuine productive societies or
workingmen’s societies are always willing to draw their supplies
of raw material from the wholesale society, in so far as the

wholesale society agrees to it.

“ Thus the wholesale society performs the functions of a
central purchasing society for the workingmen’s societies. The
individual workingmen'’s societies are alwa™s small, and have
but little capital at their disposal; consequently thej* are not
in a position to make very satisfactory purchases. Many
advantages accrue to them by procuring the necessary raw
material from the distributive wholesale society.

“ HI. The most important form of the co-operative exchange
of goods, not within the organised movement, is that between
the co-operative distributive societies and their wholesales on the
one hand and the agricultural productive societies on the other.
The economic system which prevailed in mediteval towns con-
sisted chiefly in the direct exchange of goods between the
agricultural producers and the urban consumers. The inhabitants
of the agricultural environs of a town brought the produce of
their farms on certain days to the market in the town, and
sold them direct to the urban consumers. They also boxight
the industrial products of the urban artisans. Even now, in
almost all German towns, there is a weekly market, at wliich
the agricultural population of the neighbourhood expose their

produce for sale.

“ Often, however, agricultural production has reached a higher
stage of development. The individual peasants do not produce
the butter, but they sell their milk to co-operative dairies, which
work it up into butter or cheese, and sell these products to the
consumers. The co-operative dairies, however, which are situated
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districts to draw supplies direct from tlie agriciilturnl co-o]>erati\e

societies.

" In certain circumstances, this exchange of goods can develop
so that the agricultural societies supply the central sale societies;,
these supply the co-operative wholesale societies, and these in tlicir
turn the local distributive societies. Co-operative organisation will
thus entirely replace the service which the middleman has rendered
in the exchange between industrial consumers and agricultural

producers.

“ But it is not only the various districts of a country which
differ in being agricultural or industrial; the same difference i«
apparent in the various countries of Europe. In the industrial
countries the production of agricultural commodities is often
insuiScient to meet the requirements of the population; whilst,
on the contrary, in agricultural countries a surplus of agricultural
commodities is produced, for which a market must be sought in
industrial countries. Thus there comes into existence an excliange
of goods between the agricultural productive societies of one
country and the distributive societies of another. In almost all
such cases, the distributive co-operative wholesale societies and the
sale societies of the agricultural productive societies act as agents :
thus the individual agricultural societies send their produce to
their central sale societies, and these again send it to the distri-
butive co-operative wholesales, which in their turn supply the
goods to their affiliated societies.

“ Thus in one and the same district there is the direct exchange
of goods between agricultiu-al productive societies and industrial
distributive societies, which is much to be preferred. In the
separate agricultural and industrial districts of one and the same
coimtry, the agency of the agrictiltural central sale society or the
wholesale society of the distributive societies comes between, as
the direct exchange leads to all kinds of difficulties, on account of
the distances. When we come to the exchange of goods between
.the agricultinral productive societies of one country and tlie
industrial distributive societies of another, as a rule, the agency of
the central organisations of both sides is requisitioned.

“ | know nothing of the direct supply of goods draavn by the
agricultural productive societies of one country from the industrial
distributive societies, or their wholesales, in another country.
Theoretically, however, it is quite conceivable that agricultural
productive societies in one coimtry, which sell their products to
distributive organisations in another, should take the opportunity
to draw goods manufactured by these distributive organisations.

“ IV. It is possible that a still more important form of co-
operative trading lies in the future ; this will be the direct exchange



50

«t some distance from the town, do not as a rule Rell direct to the
consumers, but to traders. Not infrequently, the organisation of
consumers, the co-operative distributive society, takes the place of
the trader, and thus there comes into existence a direct exchange
of goods between the agricultural productive societies (supply and
sale societies) and the industrial distributive societies of the same
district. This exchange of goods includes butter, milk, cheese,
eggs, fruit, preserves, wine, potatoes, corn, cattle, and other
agricultural products.

" In all .these cases the distributive society is the pxirchaser
and the agricultural productive society the seller. However, the
peasants have also formed purchasing associations, supply
societies, which, at least in Germany, represent special organisa-
tions as distinct from the agricultural sale societies. The
agricultural supply societies have their own central organisations,
and they cannot, therefore, be taken into account when
considering the supply of goods drawn from the distributive
societies or their wholesales. ]t sometimes, however, happens
that agricultural societies, especially dairies, buy certain products,
such as fodder, for their members. As they sell the goods they
have produced to the co-operative distributive societies and their
wholesales, they are often willing to draw their supplies of fodder
from these organisations. For example, those distributive societies
Avhich have their own mills \\ould preferably sell their waste
produce, such as bran, to the agricultural societies.

“ As distributive societies in Germany are locating their shops
more and more in the country, and include agriculturists among
their members, they find themselves obliged to 'supply fodder.
Sometimes they produce this fodder in bruising mills of their own,
and sometimes they obtain it from the wholesale. The latter thus
becomes a purchasing centre for agricultural requisites, and is,
therefore, in a position to supply the agricultural productive
societies, the produce of which it purchases, with these requisites
in a manner satisfactory to both.

Industry and agriculture are not always equally represented
in a country. Besides there being industrial districts with
small agricultural production, there are a larger number of
agricultural districts with small industrial production. The
agricultural products of tlie rural districts are sold to the
industrial districts chiefly through the agency of traders. When
co-operative organisation has attained a greater strength, it will
be possible to replace the services of the traders by that of central
co-operative societies. The agricultural central sale societies will
be quite willing to sell to tne distributive .societies in the industrial
districts, whilst on the other hand the di“wbhfiyelnc™-"6p»«ative
wholesale societies will send their biiy” "to the,a™Mcv\Hvj™aJ

Z3™MH{i1ocXc6S)
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of goods between the ivliolesales in tl)e vnriouf; countries. Wc can
already perceiAe the beginnings of sucli u trade: such great
difficulties, howeA er, have to be faced that it has not yet attained
great proportions. Above all, the protectionist policy adopted by
nearly all the European countries is a great hindrance to the
establishment of such a direct exchange. Even without such
protective tariffs, however, there would still be many difficulties.
The wholesale societies organise their trade merely to meet the
requirements of their affiliated societies; they must, above all,
follow the taste of the public. Since public taste differs in the
different districts, obviously there must be a much greater differ-
ence in the public taste in the various countries. This also applies
to the productive enterprises of the wholesale societies." Production
is throughout adapted to the requirements and the tastes of the
members of the affiliated societies. The distributive co-operative
production of the individual distributive societies, as well as of the
wholesales, is, above all, the production of goods to meet the
requirements of a special section of consumers. Thus this kind of
production is essentially different from the production of the
export industry of,a country. The export industry of a country
pr~uces goods which are not intended for the population of that
particular country; it is adapted to the needs and tastes of that

country which imports the goods.

“ There are, however, many articles which are, as one miglit
saj-, international; and' it is indubitable that were it not for the
protective system of many countries at the present time it would
be possible for the wholesale societies in the various countries to
maintain a direct supply of the goods which they produce to a
greater extent than is the case to-day. In this connection we must
~so bear in mind-the fact that every wholesale society which
draws products to any considerable degree seeks as soon as
possible to produce these goods for itself. Thus the co-operative
exchange of goods manufactured by the wholesale societies in the
different countries will, in the majority of cases, have the character
of a merely provisional arrangenient.

“ In spite of these limitations and doubts, | willingly admit
that the international exchange of goods between the wholesales
in the various countries can and will achieve greater importance
from year to year. This international trading will also increase
in proportion to the manner in wliich the co-operative movement
develops in the various countries.

~"EECAPITrLATION".

The greater part of the co-operative exchange of goods which
is the outcome of tlie essence of co-operative organisation, viz., the
supply of goods drawn by the distributive societies from their

H
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wholJesale, by t}ie industrial and agrifultnral supply societies from
their central purchasing association, and of the productive and sale
societies from their central sale association, has been left out of
this paper. The remaining co-operative trading, which can only
a small extent be organised, and is chiefly outside the organised
movement, is almost exclusively based on co-operative production.
Co-operative production of distributive societies and the production
of the co-operative wholesale societies is in reality the production
of goods to meet the requirements of a special section of consumers,
and it is only the superfluous production which is used for the'
co-operative exchange of goods outside the organised movement.

“ A market for the productions of individualistic industrial
co-operative societies is sought in the socially directed distributive
co-operative organisation. |If this purpose is attained, it usually
happens that this production becomes assimilated with distributive
co-operative organisation.

“ The production undertaken by the agricultural productive
soc-ieties aims at selling to the best advantage the produce of
individual agricultural enterprise; it seeks to sell go”~s on the
open market. As the demand exceeds the supply, there are no
difficulties to be reckoned with in regard to disposal. Among
their customers are the distributive co-operative societies and their
wholesales, the aim of which is, by eliminating the private
middleman, to become the direct purchaser of the products of the
agricultural productive and sale societies.

“ The co-operative purchase of goods by the industrial and
agricultural productive societies from the distributive societies
and their wholesales is generally only occasional—a secondary
oo-operative exchange of goods outside the organised movement
which is a development of the primary co-operative exchange
of goods outside the organised mov-ement between these societies
and the distributive societies and their wholesales.

“ The co-operative exchange of goods outside the organised
movement, in so far as it is based on production by the distributive
societies and their wholesales, is not capable of great development,
since this production is, in its very nature, production to meet the
requirements of a certain section of consumers. So far as it is
based on production by the industrial co-operative societies, it is
not possible for it to develop to any considerable degree, because
either it is not capable of great effciency or, in cases where it is
econnected with distributive co-operative organisation, it is
assimilated with this, and tlius becomee an oi-gan of production
to meet the requirements of a certain section of consumers.

“ Agricultural co-operative production and the agricultural
co-operative exchange of goods depend on tlie general market.
In proportion as the co-operative distributive movement becomes
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stronger cvistouicrs will increase, and effoi-ts will he made to draw
supplies direct from the agricultural co-operative soc ieties and their
ientral sale associations. These are also interested in allowing the
private triider, who always seeks to make both the purchaser and
the seller of goods dependent upon him, to come as little as possible
between them and the consumers of their productions.

“ Time will prove whether it is desirable or possible to develop
an organised co-operative exchange of goods out of this most
important branch of the co-operative exchange of goods outside
the organised movement, by a general fixing of price and conditions
of sale between the general agricultural co-operative productive
organisations and the general consumers’ organisations, something
like the general wage conventions between employers and
employed. In the meantime, there seems to he among the co-
operative distributive societies a gi-eater inclination to make
attempts in the direction of the co-operative production of agri-
cultural produce. The agricultural co-operative societies—at least
those in Germany (where, however, political considerations
exercise their influence)—do not seem to attach special importance
to the direct sale of their produce to the ijidustrial distributive
societies and their wholesales.

“ The exchange of goods between the wholesale societies in the
diffeivnt- countries is only at the very beginning of its development ;
it is lianipered to a \ery gz-eat extent by the system of protection
which obtains in most European countries. Also, circumstances
within the co-operative movement are not veiy favourable to the
development of this direct exchange of goods. "With regard to
purely colonial produce, each wholesale society can buy as favour-
abh' in the open market of its own counti-j- as from a kindred
wholesale society of another country. Only very strong wholesale
societies, being established in ports and trading centres, whhich
have a considerable importance outside the borders of their own
country—e.g., the English Wholesale Society in London, and the
German Wholesale Society at Hamburg—would perhaps be in a
position to undertake piu’chases for-kindred wholesale societies in
other countries.

The production of the wholesale societies is production to
meet the requirements of the consumers organised in co-operative
societies. Only sui-plus production is, as a rule, ii.sed for exporting
to the wholesales of other countries. Also, the wholesale societies
whicli import the goods strive to produce these articles themselves
as soon as possible.

Fin-ther, the produce of the foreign or colonial plantations
ownfd by the wholesale societies is chiefly destined for their own
use. Thus, here, the question is only that of the sale of the sui-plus
production of the wholesale societies and only until such time as
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the purchasing societies shall maintain plantations of their o”'n.
On the other hand, we must bear in mind that long since a
universal economy was developed out of tlie Jiationul economy of
individual countries, and that a certain agricultural and industrial
division of labour between the various countries is becoming more
and more apparent. It would become stronger if the protective
duties ceased to stand in the way of its development. The more
the laws of a universal economy predominate, and the more
important the co-operative distributive movement and its whole-
sale societies become in the national economy of a country, the
greater will be the extent to which the direct exchange of goods
between the wholesale societies in the various countries can

develop.

“ The various tj-pes of the co-operative exchange of goods may
be tabulated as follows : —

A.— Co-operative E xchange of Goods within thk
Organised ilovKNtENT.

“ 1. The supply of goods drawn by the co-operative distributive
societies from their wholesales and from the productive depart-
ments of the latter organisations.

“ 2. The supply of goods drawn by the co-operative distributive
societies of a district from their own central federation.

“ 3. The supply of goods drawn by the co-operative distributive
societies of a country from their own central productive societies.

“ 4. The supply of goods drawn by industrial and agricultural
purchase and supply societies from their central purchasing
associations.

“ 5. The sale of the goods of industrial and agricultural pro-
ductive and sale societies through their own central sale societies.

B.— The E xchange of Goons Outside the Organised

Movement.

|l.—Distributive Co-opeuative Production:—

“ 1. The sale of the surplus production of distributive co-
operative productive departments, which manufacture goods to
meet their own requirements, to distributive societies within a
restricted area.

“ 2. The sale of the surplus production of distributive co-
operative productive departments, which manufacture goods to
meet their own requirements, to the distributive societies of the
‘whole country.
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“ 3. Tlie sale of the produce of distributive co-oporative
productive departnieiits, wliicli manufacture goods for the general
market (arising out of a home industry), to tlie distributive
societies throughout their own country.

“ Note.— 2 and 3 take place entirely through the agency of the
wholesale in question.

“ Il.—Indcstri.\l Co-operative PRonvcTio.N :—

“ 1. The sale of the products of industrial productive societies
and workingmen’s societies to distributive societies. (In this case
also the wholesales act as agents.)

“ 2. The supplying of raw material to the industrial productive
societies through the distributive co-operative wholesale societies.

< 111.— AgRICCLTCRAL Co-OPERATIVK rRODVCTION :—

‘“ 1. The sale of the produce of agricultural productive and
sale societies to distributive societies in the same district; and,
secondarily, the direct supply of goods to these agricultural
societies by these same distributive societies.

“ 2. The sale of the produce of agricultural productive and
sale societies to distributive societies in otlier districts of the same
country, through the agency of distributive co-operative wholesale
societies or central co-operative sale societies, and, secondarily,
the supply of goods to these agricultural societies by the wholesale
societies with which they maintain commercial relations.

“ 3. The sale of the produce of agricultural productive and
sale societies of one country to the distributive societies of another,
entirely through the agency of the agricultural central sale
societies and the distributive co-operative wholesale societies : and,
secondarily, the direct supply of goods to the agricultural
productive and sale societies of one country by the distributive
societies of another with which it maintains commercial relations.

“ 1IV. The E.kchange of Goods betwee.x tjik ~Vnol.KSALK
Societies of the various Col'.n'tkies :—

“ 1. Trade in goods.

“ 2. The sale of the produce of wholesale societies which
produce their own goods to other wholesale societies.

3. The sale of the produce of wholesale societies liaxing their
own }lantatioMS to other wholesale societies.
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“ AITENDIX.

Statistics with regard to the Direct Excuaxoe ok (ii)oi>s
BETWEKK Distributive, Agricultcbal, and other pROut crix i:
Societies, and also between the Wholesale Societies ix

oifferekt CouKtbies.

“ In order to obtain an insight into the extent of tlie
co-operative exchange of goods outside the organised movement,
I undertook in Germany a statistical .inquiry with regard to the
distributive societies affiliated to the Central Union of German
Distributive Societies, to which | shall refer later. Similarly, the
Central Union of Austrian Distributive Societies undertoook an
inquiry with regard to distributive societies. In addition, | had to
confine myself to requesting the wholesale societies in different
countries to place suitable information at my disposal. The
following questions were put to the wholesale societies:—

I. TJie extent of the inland excliange of goods bv tlie wliolesale
society. '

1. The value of goods supplied by agricultural produQtive
societieb.

(If possible, specify the nature of the proc’uce, such as liutter,
cheese, milk, beer, fruit, wine and grapes, potatoes, c»)rn, cattle
for slaughter, otlier agricnitiiral products.)

2. Value of goods sold to the agricultural productive societies.

(If possible, specify the kind of goods, such as fodder, artificial
manure, seeds, machinery, etc.)

3. Value of goods supplied by industrial productive societies.

(If possible, specify the kind of goods, such as clothing, boots
and shoes, metal goods, household articles, etc.)

4’-Value of goods sold to industrial productive societies.

(If possible, specify the nature of the goods, such as raw
material, machinery, etc.)

Il1. The extent of the international exchange of goods liy the
wholesale society.

5. Value of goods supplied Iy wliolesale societie> in other
countries.

(If possible, specify the nature of the goods according to the
countries.)

6. Value of g6ods supplied by foreign agricultural productive
societies.

(If possible, specify the nature of the produce, such & butter,
cheese, milk, eggs, Iruit. wine and grapes, potatoes corn, cattle
for slaughtering, other agricultural products.)
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7. Value of goods supplied by foreign industrial productive
societies.

(If possible, specify the nature of the goods, such as clothing,
boots and shoes, metal goods, household articles, etc.)

8. Value of goods sold to foreign co-operative wholesale societies.

(If. possible, specify according to countries and the nature ot
the goMs.)

9. Value of goods sold to foreign agricultural productive
societies.

(If possible, specify the nature of the goods, such as fodder,
artilicial manure, se”s, machinery, etc.)

10. Value of goods sold to foreign industrial productive societies.

(If possible, specify according to tlie nature of tJie goods, such
as raw material, machinery, etc.)

I beg you to furnish me with information, as far as it is possible
=for you to do so. with regard to the extent of your own trade.

In some countries there will probably be a direct exchange of
goods between agricultural productive societies and industrial
distributive societies—that is to say, without tiie agency of the
wholesale society of the country in question. It is not likely that
exact returns can be obtained in regard to this matter, but, as
a practical co-operator, you will be able to say whether, in your
opinion, such a direct excliange of goods exists, and, if so, to
what extent between distributive societies and agricultural pro-
ductive societies, also between distributive so<ieties and industrial

ductive societies, without the agency of your wholesale society.

you are in possession of definite information with regard- to
such an exchange of goods | should be nnicii obliged if you would
furnish me with particulars.

“ The figures relating to tlie extent of the exchange of goods
are given in the following table.
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“ It is necessary to make the followirig observations with
regard to the figures in Table 1.: —

“ Denmase (Faellesforeningen for Danmarks Brugsforen-
inger).— ~The sales of the Danish Wholesale Society amounted to
£8,107,776 in 1912. The Danish Wholesale Society drew supplies
to the value of £52,425 from the agricultural societies, viz.,
cheese to the value of £7,312; lard, £19,800; and seeds, £25,313.

“ The Danish Wholesale Society supplied foreign co-opera’™ive
wholesales with goods to the value of £2,812.

“ Germany.— The sales of tli€ Wholesale Society of German
Distributive Societies reached the sum of £6,795,359 in 1912.

“ The sales of the distributive societies affiliated to the Central
Union of German Distributive Societies amounted to £21,157,256
in 1912.

“ The German Wholesale Society last year drew supplies
from agricultural productive societies to the value of £157,353.
and from industrial productive societies and the productive
departments of distributive societies to the value of £256,691,
the total being composed of the following amounts:—

“ From industrial productive societies (co-operative work
societies), £86,578.

" From central productive societies, £94,796.

“ From distributive societies engaged in home industries,
£9,299.

“ From productive departments of distributive societies.
£66,018.

" The German Wholesale Society drew goods to the valus
of £3,240 from foreign wholesale societies.

“ The German distributive societies drew supplies to the value
of £1,163 direct from agricultural co-operative societies and
farmers, and £535 from industrial productive societies.



Table 11.—DIRECT SUPPLY OF GOODS DRAWN BY THE GERMAN DISTRIBUTIVE SOCIETIES AND T ®EGERMAN WHOLESALE SOCIETY FROM THE AGRICULTURAL CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES ANt) THE PEASAN™

Direct Snpi>lie» Direct Sapplies Direct Supplies Direct Supplies disa-n

drawn by the Percentage Direct Supplies Percentage . drawn by the Percente}?e drawn by the G.E.O Percentage Direct SupKlies Percentage by the O.E.G.- Pereentafe )
I£ Kind of Ooods DistribntiveSocioties ascompand with _ drawn by the as compared with Distributive Societies as compared \ Ith Bt as compared with drawn b¥ the Q.E.O. as compared with fror)mlw Agricultutal as compared wiUi Total of as compnml i
d : i rom . the Sales DistribntiTe Societies the Sales i from the Sales Agricultural Co-opetatire the Sales rom the Sales Co-operatiTs SocietieB total Sales 6 and 12. the Sales
Agricultural Co-operatiTe  of the Societies. from the Peasants. of the Societies.  Agricultural Co-openttiTe  ofthe Sodetf 9 Societies P of the Society. the Feasants. of the.Sooiety. apnd Peasants of the Society. of theSocirT
Societies. ocieties and Peasants, . !
3 6 9 10 1 i 18 U< 15
£ % % AN % % £ % £ % %
.2 Batter ... 247,103 1*2 197,916 0-9 445,014 2-1 80,207 1-2 16,329 0-2 96,536 1-4 2-6
225,732 8-1 20,346 03 246,077 8-8 112,729 6-6 112,729 6-6 49
|
Milk ... 31,540 0-1 72,067 0-3 103,600 0-5 0-5
6,055 0-08 6,055 0-08 o-oe
2 Cheese ... 17,733 0-08 42,051 0-2 59,784 0-3 3,733 0-06 8,733 006 0-3
2,372 003 2,352 0-03 003
Eggs ... 45,991 0-2 34.777 0-2 80,768 04 31,727 06 31,727 05 112,495 05
3,127 0-04 323 0-004 3,431, 0-05 3431 0-05
19 8 Fruit and Preserves 1,173 0-006 11,860 0-05 13,033 0-06 A . 13,133 006
354 0-005 120 0 002 am 0-006 215 0-2 i',855 0-2 8,i29 005
Wine .occevens 3,016 001 28,400 01 31,416 0-1 31,116 0-1
827 0-01 14,755 0-2 15,582 0-2 0-0003 0-0003 15,M7 0-2
Potatoes.. 19,879 0-09 100,121 05 120,000 0-6 1,632 0-02 1,632 002 121,832 0-6
Ifl 1,584 0-02 18,160 0-2 19,744 0-3 2,697 0-2 2,697 0-2 22,i41 0-3
lals Grain ... 28,882 0-6 68,703 (0N 97,585 0-5 22,153 0-3 22,153 0-3 119,ias 0-6
1c 7,944 0-1 21,995 0-3° 29,939 0-4 140 0-008 140 0 008 80,479 0-4
191s Cattle for alangbter 850 0-004 198,593 09 199,443 0-9 199,443 09
" 1,841 0-03 34,591 05 36,4321 0-5 86,f32 0-5
197 Hisoellaneoas... 5,965 0-03 6,139 002 12,104 0-05 1,570 0-08 1,570 0-02 13,674 ooe
562 0 008 13,144 0-2 13,706 0-02 278 0-0S 278 0-02 13784 0-2
19IS Total ... 402,132 1-9. 760,626 36 1,162,758 5-5 141,022 2-1 16 329 167,351 2-3 1,320, 09 6-2
248,026 34 125,786 1-7 373,793 51 118,704 7-0 118,704 7-0 492, 97 6-7
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“ The trade done in 1912 by the Wholesale Society of German
Distributive Societies and by the German distributive societies
with industrial productive societies may be specified as follows:—

Distributive Wholesale

iK>cieties.  societies. Totai.
£ £ £
Trennbrietzen, United Clogm»kera ... 89 2,425 2,464
Giessen, Co-operative Cigkr Factory... 67 67
Eppendorf, Cooperative Boot Factory 69 8,200 6,369
Wridenkirchen, Cigar Factory 240 240
Seifhennendorf, Tailors’ Productive Society 82 18,800 18,882
Altona, Sweet and Chocolate Factory,

“ Fortschritt” 13 13,517 18,630 =
Hartba, Co-operative Factory —  ............. 17 8.375 8,392
Kellinghaaen, United Clogmakers............. 8 8
IdiaBcha, Glassblowers’ Society, in tbe

Meininger Highlands ... 1,141 1,141
Ebrenfriedersdorf, Co-operative Boot Factory 3,580 3,580
Stransberg, Bootmakers' Productive Society 210 210
Altona, Bootmakers’ Productive Society ... 1,615 1,615
Oppach, Weavers' Co-operative Society 12,275 12,275
Leupoldsgriin, Weavers’ Co-operative Society 16,400 16,400

1 -
535 179 ,038 79,573

“ As early as 1904 | set on foot an inquiry in order to
ascertain the amount of supplies drawn i)y distributive societiesf
from agricultural societies and farmers. The returns furnished
as a result of this inquiry are given in the attached table.



68

“ With regard to Table U., we have to remark tliat
Genuau distributive societies have to record a decrease from
3.4 per cent, to 1.9 per cent, on the supplies drawn from
agricultural societies in comparison with the trade done in their
own stores, but, on the other hand, the supplies drawn from
farmers increased from 1.7 per cent, to 3.6 per cent, of the trade
done in the societies’ stores, the trade done direct with both
fumiers and agricultural societies increased from 5.1 per cent,
to 5.5 per cent.

“ The Wholesale Society of German Distributive Societies
has to record a considerable decrease in the amount of supplies
drawn direct from agricultural societies, viz., 7 per cent, on
21 per cent, of the total sales of the society’s own goods. The
cause of this decrease is chiefly to be attributed to the fact that
in 1904 the German Wholesale Society did a trade in butter with
a sale society of agricultural societies at Hamburg to the value
of £112,729. Later on this sale society was no longer able to
carry on business transactions, so it was taken over by a private
firm. Naturally the custom went with it, so that this trade,
whicli formerly could be regarded as tr*ade done with agricultural
co-operative societies could no longer be regarded as such. Thus
the Wholesale Society tried to establish new relations with other
agricultural societies. The trade done with these societies, more
especially in butter, amounted to £80,207 in 1912.

“ Great Britaik (Co-operative Wholesale Society).— The sale
of goods by the C.W.S. amounted in 1912 to £29,732,154.

“ 1. The amount of supplies drawn from British agricultural
societies amounted to £111,307, viz.:—

Bntler. , Eboe%%% '%%%ﬁt?&‘.d Sr%%%suérlgq Whre_%(_and Jowtoes. v':eatlaltlagf(]a%., n

£ £ |1 £ £ £ £ £
86,593 14,017 5329 , 4,075 2,765 224 3,094  111.307

“ 2. The goods supplied to British agricultural productive
societies amounted in value to £119,350, viz.:—

Groceries and Cloth. Woollen

Colonial produce.’ goods. Ftimiture. , Totai.

£ [ £ £ £ £ £
117,729 423 154 194 859 119,359
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“ 3. The goods drawn from BriOisli industrial productive
societies and the jiroductive dejiartments of distributive societies
amounted in value to £92,290, viz..—

1 r !

1 WritinR
Com and Tobacco Boots and Metal Watchesand Materials
Fodder. ' Shoes. Goods. Clocks. and Printed
Matter.
t
£ £ £ £ £ i £
9,898 1,371 8,956 1,545 170 j 58
Total.
£
1 1
Shirting, . . 92,290
Needles, j Skirts. mCostnmes. r ggé'tfiﬁgr?_ g#g E:r(r)]trt%arﬂ ’|
1 , 1 Materials.
- 1 t
£ £ £ £ £ £
565 10,911 40,595 3,636 5,694 8891 1

“ 4. The goods supplied to the British industrial productive
societies amounted in vakie to £11,317, viz. :(—

Groceries and Colonial

Produce. Furniture. Total.
£ £ L A
9,966 1,351 ; 11,317

“ 5. The goods suppHed by foreign wholesale societies
amounted in value to £160, the supplies being seeds from Holland.

“ 6. The English Wholesale Society drew supplies to the
value of £3,205,503 from foreign agricultural societies, viz. :—

Bacon.

Country. Butter. l Lard, etc. Cheese. Total.
£ £ £ £ £
Denmark 2,613,456 229,888 5,527 2,848,871
Holland . 40 40
Sweden . 356,592 356,592

2,970,048 ' 229,888 5,527 40 3,205,503
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“ 7. The English Wholesale Society drew supplies to the
value of £43 from foreign industrial productive societies.

“ 8. The English Wholesale Society supplied foreign co-opera-
tive wholesale societies with goods to the value of £7,919, viz..—

Ck>nntry. . % 38 ’
S E 3 BE &

MO A

£ £ £ , £ £ £ £ £ £
Beli“um ... 658 28 37 '1,387 79 39 .. 317 2,545
France...... ' 107 85 1 6 199
Germany 1.204 1,204
Holland ... 446 90 7. 549
Norway 811 11 51 .. 827
Switzerland 1,>83 209 23 ...,|643 137 2,595

658 2,922 483 1,387 463 II81I_‘I_‘I.I 73 13 966 137 7,919

“ 9. Goods to the value of £381 were supplied to foreign
agricultural productive societies, viz.:—

Feedin Coffee. Tea, 1Household
Stuffs.  and Cocoa. Soap. Drugs. :~cldnce.  1Requisites. Total.
1
£ i £ i £ £ £ £ i £
309 32 25 2 10 3 381

“ 10. Goods to the value of £53 were suplied to foreign
industrial productive societies, viz. .—

mTea, Coffee, and Other Colonial

Cmintry. I Cocoa. I Iroduce. Total.

N
a1
w

Sweden ...cccccccee e, 51
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" 11. (xoods to the value of i-4.729 were supplied to fnreipn
distributive societies, viz. ;—

I gk
Conntry. B
£ R Pk
] £ £ i £ £ £ £
Belgium ........ in\ 146 115 106 400
Baigaria ........ mdi 4 5 11 4 68
Finland ..... . 21 21
France............ 695 17 279 234 74 *35 124 46 1,504
Italy .......... 163 7 161 31 50 11,956 55 79 2,502
RuBsia........... 1 3 2 6
Servia ............ 1 1
Spain ............ a4 14 62
Sweden ........ 18 18
Switzerland . 11 1-20 131
United States. 16 16
941 25 306 | 124 12203 179 1 125 4729

“ 12. Goods to the value of i'5,196 w'ero sup])lied to dis-
tributive societies in British cokiiiies, viz. :(—
i

3 1 cc
«8 it -
: . 4L
Country. i f 2S i%( Ac o Bii 4 <
6t £ L Il =1

£ 1 £ £ £ 1£1£ £ £ £ £

Australia .......... 100 4117 o, 147 198
Bermuda Islands. ... © 14 1110 434 104 662
Canada .............. 467 i 91 84 586,33 . 80G 127 519 44 3,059
Hong Kong ...... 32 7, 69" ... . 2 7 117
South Africa...... 195 87 N 55 1175 204 127 ; 240 1 1,144
West Indies ...... .13 . 2 a1 16

1
662 . 213 =« 84 674 741 1,070 254 1,195 303 0,196

‘* Nethert\xds.— The trade done in goods manufactured in
the productive departments of the Dutch Co-operative Wholesale
Society (Handelskamer) amounted to £368,186 in 1912. Supplies
to the value of £43,956 wisre drawn from agricultural productive
societies, to the value of £857 from industrial productive societies,
and to the value of £714 from foreign co-operative wholesale
societies. The following were the supplies drawn from agri-
cultural produftive societies: Butter, cheese, milk, eggs, fruit,
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vrine and grapes, potatoes, corn, cattle for slaughtering, and
other agricultural produce.

“« Austria (Wholesale Society of Austrian Distributive
Societies).—The trade done in goods manufactured by the
Austrian Wholesale Society amounted to £1,033,701 in 1912.

“ The trade done by the distributive societies affiliated to
the Central Union of Austrian Distributive Societies amovnited
to £3,628,061.

“ The Austrian Wholesale Society drew su}>plies to the value
of £57,889 from agricultural productive societies, viz..—

Milk. Hutter. Com. T otai.
£ £ £
52.844 5,031 14 57,889

“ The Austrian Wholesale Society drew sui>plies to the value
of £3,509 from industrial productive societies, viz..—

Indin-
Bread Sausages gbge_r Raw
rea an 00d.«i. ieii
Crumbs.  Cooketl Braces. Tumerr. ! Malel_lal_ | brushes. _ Total.
Meats. Ribbons. - I Weaviufi.! j
etc.
£ £ £ £ £ f £ £
189 1,755 71 305 108 20 421 3,059

“ The Austrian Wholesale Society supplied industrial pro-
ductive societies wit™ goods amounting in value to £59, the
supplies being boot polish, packing thread, and canvas shoes.

“ The Austrian Wholesale Society drew supplies to the value
of £845 from foreign wholesale societies, viz.:—

Country. Bice., Cheese. Total.
£ £ £
Germany.............. 314 314
. - 531 531

Switzerland

314 531 84r,
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“ The Austrian Wholesale Society supplied foreign co-opern-
tive wholesale societies with goods to the value of £553, viz., it
sold vitriol of copper to the Hangja at Budapest.

“ The Austrian distributive supplies drew supplies to the
value of £44,459 from agricultural productive societies, viz.;,—

Other

Milk. Butter. Cheese. Eggs. Frnit. Wine. Potatoes. Com. Wheat. crﬁ%ar:’_al Total.
Produce

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £

29,390 6,789 239 73 818 4,154 668 1.543 556 729 44,459

“ The Austrian distributive societies drew supplies to the
value of £3,197 from industrial productive societies, viz. :—

Co8tnmes . Boots and other I other
and Liuen. Shoes. = Articlesof Brashes. Turner?.' Household 1o tar.
Dresses. ) Clothine. Requisites.
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £
81 114 880 541 49 % 1498 | 3197

“ The Wholesale Society of Polish Distributive Societies
mdrew supplies to the value of £1,700 from agricultural productive
societies.

“ Huxgaky (“ Hangya " A Magyar Gazdaszovets™g Fogyasz-
tasi ds Ert"kesito Szovetkezete).— The treide done in goods
manufactured by the Wholesale Society of Hungarian Distribu-
tive Societies amounted to £1,176,971 in 1912.

" The Hungarian Wholesale Society drew supplies to the
value of £6,587 from agricultural productive societies, and to
the value of £212 from foreign co-operative wholesale societies.
A co-operative association in Holland was supplied with honey
amounting in value to £13. The following products were supplied
by agricultural productive societies: Eggs, fruit, wine, peas,
beans, potatoes, cucumbers, and onions.

“ sweden (Kooperativa Forbundet).—The trade in goods
manufactured by the Swedish Co-operative Wholesale Society
amounted to £379,370 in 1912.

“ The Swedish Wholesale Society drew supplies to the value
of £37~1 from agricultural productive societies; from industrial
productive societies, goods to the value of £847 were drawn; and
from foreign wholesale societies goods to the value of £18 15s. The

1
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value of the goods sold to the industrial productive societies
amounted to £429.

" We have the following statement with regard to the
co-operative exchange of goods by the Swedish Wholesale Society.

“ In 1912 the society bought goods as follows from—
£ 6 d £ s d.

Agnestorps andelsraejeri 11 16 O
(Co-operative dairy).
Karaby mejeriforening (cheese) ......ccccccovrvnnnn. 23 2 0
(Co-operative dairy).
Lantmannaforbundet, Gavle ..........ccccooiviviiinnnen. 112 7 O
(Peasants' Union).
Sydostra Skanes andelsslakteri, Tomelilla .......... 34 6 0
(Co-operative Slaughterhouse of South-
Eastern Schonen). 381 10 O
Kooperativa charkiiterifabriken, Stockholm ...... 33 0 O
(Provision factory),
Cigarrfabriken Fram, Giivle ..........ccccooceiiiininne. 371 18 0
Laskedrycksfabriken Skane, Astorp ............... 13 0 O
(Mineral water and syrup factory, Schonen).
Tekniska fabriken, Vega, Gavle ... 429 11 O
847 9 O
Co-operative Wholesale Society, Mancliester ...... 1815 0
“ In 1912 the society sold goods as follows to—
Laskedrycksfabriken Skane, Astorp ................. 58 1 0
Tekniska fabriken Vega, Gavle ........ccccoceeee. 8 9 0
Kooperativa charkuterifabriken, Stockholm ...... 362 18 0
429 8 0
1677 2 0

« swiTzERLAKD (Union of Swiss Distributive Societies).— The
sales of the Union of- Swiss Distributive Societies (wholesale
society) in 1912 amounted to £1,490,834, and that of its society
members to nearly £5,000,000.

“ The Union of Swiss Distributive Societies drew supplies
to the value of £19,903 from agricultural productive societies,
viz..—

Butter. Cheese. Fnait. Cream cheese. Total.
1
N 1 f [ £ £ £
18,168 1,035 101 599 ; 19,903

“ The value of the goods sold by the Union of Swiss Dis-
tributive Societies to the agricultural productive societies
amounted to £589. Sugar was the only commodity sold.
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“ The Union of Swiss Distributive Sociotiei™ drew supplies to
the value of £62,172 from industrial productive societies, viz. :—

f Wooden Mineml :
Cigars. goods. waters. Heat. Polish. Bocf snet. Total.
£ £ £ £ £ £ £

552 8 40 57,024 1,255 3,293 62,172

“ The Union of Swiss Distributive Societies drew supplies
to the value of £3,968 from foreign wholesale societies, viz. :—

i g e
| 1 5 I 1 . a
a C
® ; *0 8 1i NS 18
P s 1 5 c%c‘ D clg; 5 8 Hg
1
£ £

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ '"£ £ ' ¢
1,592 656 154 146 57 308 364 1150 '79 69 i 97 1296 i 3,968

“ From foreign agricultural productive societies the Union of
Swiss Distributive Societies purchased goods valued at £4,427,

Viz..—
Herbal tea. Eggs. Wheat. Potatoes. j Total,
£ £ £ £ £
105 2,795 1,304 223 m 4,427

The Union of Swiss Distributive Societies sold goods to the
value of £4,013 to foreign, wholesale societies, viz.:—

Cheese. Eggs and Bntter. Cocoa. , . Total.
£ £ £ £
3,159 283 571 j 4,013

“ As might be expected, the wholesale societies in general are
not able to give a reply with regard to the. direct exchange of
goods between agricultural productive societies and industrial
distributi\e societies. The English Wholesale Society, however,
informs us that, according to its estimate, the trade done in
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this direction by the British distributive societies is extremely
small. Information is given by the Union of Swiss Distributive
Societies that, according to its statistical inquirj- for 1911, the
societies affiliated to the union bought milk to the value of
£485,000; the greater part of this was purchased from
agricultural cheese or milk societies.

" Particulars witli regard to the direct trading between the
distributive societies of the Central Union of German Distributive
Societies and the distributive societies of the Central Union
of Austrian Distributive Societies with agricultursJ and industrial
productive societies are given in the special inquiries alreadj-
mentioned.

“ The statistical information given above corroborates what
I ha\e said in the recapitulation of my paper. In comparison
to the demand, the unorganised supph' of goods drawn from
agricultural and industrial productive societies forms, on the
whole, but a small part of the supply of goods drawn by the
distributive societies and their wh”esales. The supply drawn
from agricultural productive societies geems to offer the best
prospect of development, the unorganised inland exchange of
goods with the agricultural societies amounted to £1,650,000,
or three-fourths of the total unorganised inland exchange” of
goods.

“ The supply of goods drawn by the agricultural and
industrial productive societies from distributive organisations,
especially the wholesales, is only a secondary matter in the
co-operative exchange of goods.

“ In the international co-operative exchange of goods £he
E~lish Wholesale Society takes the first place. Especially is
this society the purchaser of agricultural produce from'Nthe
agricultural societies. With the exception of £3,205,500," fbr
which the English Wholesale Society purchased butter, babqii,
and eggs from the Danish societies, and also, to a less de”'e,
jErom the Swedish societies, the international co-operatH'fe
exchange of goods appears to be insignificant.

“ The direct exchange of goods between the wholesales in the
various countries is at the present time, if we take the trade
done by the English Wholesale Society as a standard, Very
inconsiderable. The English Wholesale Society itself, tire’
remarkable capacity of which in the realm of co-operative
duction is beyond a doubt, only supplies ~oreign productive
societies and wholesale societies to a very moderate extent.”’ v

The Presidext remarked that the names of the speakers on
the subject dealt with by Mr. Kaufmann were comparatively
few. The first of these was Mr. E. J. Cheney (Assistant-
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Secretary of the Board of Agriculture), and he (tlie President)
thought the Congress ought to regard it as an honour that tlie
British Government should send one of its principal officials to
deal with that important subject.

Mr. cheney summarised his speech, which is here given in
extenso;—

“ 1 deem it a great privilege to represent the Board of
Agriculture and Fisheries on this occasion, and to have the oppor-
tunity of making a few remarks, however brief, in support of the
important subject dealt with by Mr. Kaufmann in his admirable
paper.

“ 1 need hardly say that the Board are concerned with the
views expressed by Mr. Kaufmann, solely as far as they relate to
matters that affect the farming community and especially the
small holder.

“ There is probably no subject to which more attention is
being directed in this country at the present time than to the
problem of the land, a problem upon which widely divergent
views are held, although everyone at work on it is striving to
reach a common solution, under which it will be possible to
establish on the land a contented, prosperous, and vigorous race
of peasantry and smallholders.

" Now, there are three most important axioms in connection
with the small holdings movement, which are often lost sight of
by people without practical experience of the return that is to be
obtained from the cultivation of land.

.“ 1. Thatitis ahopeless task to endeavour either to retain men
on the land or to attract men to it, unless the wages that a small-
holder can earn when working for himself, and the conditions
under which he can live, are either better, or at least as good as
those which he would be capable of obtaining if working in a town
for someone else. And in this connection it must not be forgotten
that something must be added to discount the amusements and
attractions of the towTi.

“ 2. Thatitis impossible for a smallholder toobtain the highest
return from the land if he only cultivates the same crops as would
be grown by a larger farmer.

“ 3. That as the most profitable crops are also, as a rule, the
most perishable ones, it is useless to produce them unless a ready
market is available.

“ These self-evident truths are not properly appreciated by the
general public, who are apt to think that the success or failure of
a smAll holding is mainly a question of rent. Now, rent, if it is
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fair and reasonable for the accommodation provided, is often quite
a minor consideration, for if n smallholder grows the more
intensive crops, from which a net profit of from £5 to £ir> and
more per acre can be obtained, that is if they are marketed to the
best advantage, then 6s. to £1 an acre rent, one way or the other,
does not make much difference to the success of the venture. ]f,
however, a smallholder produces only the ordinary- farm crops,
rent becomes a very important consideration indeed, as he has
then to be satisfied with the same profits per acre as the larger
farmer, in which case it is conceivable that he would only be able
to make a miserable living, even supposing that he held the land
rent free.

“ | am satisfied, after a long experience of agricultural matters
that the main reason why the more modem and profitable methods
of cropping are not adopted in this country, except in certain
special districts, is because of the difficulty tliat is often
experienced in finding a satisfactory market for the produce. It
is infinitely easier to dispo.';e of corn and stock, for example, than
of vegetables, fruit, and flowers. Weeks, or even months, may
result in no depreciation in the value of the former, whereas in the
case of the latter, unless a satisfactory market can be obtained on
a particular day, profits disajipear, and the labour of months may
be absolutely wasted.

“ The marketing problem is one of tlie most important, if not
the most important, that confronts the smallholder who prows the
more valuable but more perishable crops. There is strong reason
for supposing, however, that the solution of the problem will be
found in the adoption of some such methods as those advocated
by Mr. Kaufmann, more especially those that relate to:—

“ 1. The sale of the produce of agricultural productive and
sale societies to distributive societies in the same district; and,
secondly, by the direct supply of goods to these agricultural
societies by these same distributive societies.

“ 2. The sale of the produce of agricultural productive and
sale societies to distributive societies in other districts of the same
country, through the agency of distributive co-operative wholesale
societies or central co-operative sale societies; and, secondly, by
the supply of goods to these agricultural societies by the wholesale
societies with which they maintain commercial relations.’

“ 1 am fully aware, of course, that a certain amount of propa-
gandist work has been done in this country with these objects in
view, indeed, when a grant was first made to the Agricultural
Organisation Society from the Small Holdings Account, care was
taken to insure that one of the organisers appointed under the
terms of the grant was engaged for the purpose of promoting inter-
change of trade between the agricultural and the industrial



79

societies. In this and in other directions the Agricultural Organi-
sation Society has done very valuable work, both in the way of
keeping the co-operative movement before the agricultural com-
munity and in assisting in the formation of societies; but the time
has arrived when the benefits offered must take a more tangible
form, and effect a wider and more direct improvement in the con-
dition of the smallholder than has been the case hitherto. Pro-
pagandist bodies cannot assist a society in its actual business or
trading, this help must come from the larger trading societies on
the lines indicated by Mr. Kaufmann, and it is here that the
industrial societies of- this country have such a splendid oppor-
tunity of helping forward a great national work. Before com-
menting further on this, 1 will refer to another matter mentioned
by Mr. Kaufmann which has some bearing on the question.

“ It is extremely interesting to note that many of the difficulties
experienced by societies in one country are identical with tliose
that arise in another. Mr. Kaufmann agrees, for example, that
among the principal causes of failure of certain societies are, want
of capital, an insufficient market for goods, inefficient manage-
ment. These are difficulties that arise in connection with almost
every small isolated society in this, country’, as, | fear, that many
of them are finding out to their cost. They are difficulties that can
only be overcome by the federation of the smaller societies, or,
better still, by their affiliation to existing lai®e and powerful
organisations, for there is no object in setting up new machinery
if adequate machinery is in existence already.

“ | wish to offer aword of warning to farmers and their advisers
on the question of capital. There is a good old Latin proverb:
Ne sutor supra crepidam: let not the shoemaker go beyond his
last; in other words, it is primarily the business of the farmer to
produce raw material, so to speak, in the shape of crops and stock,
and not to produce the manufactured article, say, bacon, jam,
pickles, and the like. The farmer should be content to obtain the
market value of the day for his produce and stock, for the raising
of which he has, in many instances, all too little capital, and leave
the commercial or distributive part of the business to the trading
or manufacturing society that is in a very much better position,
both financially and otherwise, to deal with it. Agricultural
societies should act, as a rule, merely as commission or collecting
agencies, which cag be run without encroaching seriously on the
capital that is urgently required for the proper cultivation and
stocking of the holding.

“The pressing problem before us is how best to show small-
holders the way to obtain a maximum return from the land. An
ideal system would be for the large industrial society of a district
to inform the smallholders of that district of the particular produce
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for which they liave a marlset— and not only they, but also other
industrial societies throughout the country—and to undertake to
purchase it at market price. The local education authority, the
County Council, should then step in and show the smallholder the
way to produce the crops or pr<”~uce required to the best advan-
tage, and care should be taken to impress upon the smallholders
the necessity for not having all their eggs in one basket, for owing
to the vagaries of the English climate it is of vital importance to
success that reliance should not be placed on one crop alone. Five
or six kinds, at least, should be grown, all of which might not be
successful in any one year, but which might be reasonably
expected, taking one season with another, to retium a good average

profit.

“To those of us who are acquainted with the striking improve-
ment that has taken place in the condition of the smallholder in
those comparatively few districts in Which the more intensive
crops are grown, it is clear what a sweeping revolution in the
conditions of rural life is possible. In those districts the men are
independent, prosperous, and happy, a marked improvement has
taken place in their standard of living, intelligence, and physique ;
and if proof is needed of the truth of what | say, it is only neces-
sary to visit South Lincolnshire, the fen lands of Huntingdon,
and the lIsle of Ely, the fruit growing districts of Cambridgeshire
and Worcestershire, the vegetable districts of Bedfordshire and
North Gloucestershire, toobtainample evidenceof the improvement
that has been effected in recent years in their rural economy. A
satisfactory market, however, is absolutely essential to the success
of the smallholder, and therefore | would urge the leaders of the
industrial or distributive movement of this country to give their
serious and urgent attention to forging a bond of union between
the agriciiltural and industrial branches of the co-operative move-
ment, whereby the organised workingman of the country, the
producer, is brought into direct touch with the organised working-
man of the town, the consumer. These men should be brought
within the same fold, and each should strive to promote the welfare
of the other.

‘1 am authorised to say that Mr. Eunciman agrees generally
with the view that great good might result from a working arrange-
ment between rural and urban co-operative societies, that is,
between organised producers and organised consumers, and I am
confident that he w™uld give very sympathetic consideration to
any reasoned scheme that may be put before him, and which it
would be possible for him to assist.

“ The industrial co-operative movement of this country is built
on the solid foundation of self-help, and it furnishes an example
to the whole world of what can be effected by independence.
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perseverance, and grit, without anything in the nature of State
assistance, charity, or philanthropy, and if the leaders of tlie
industrial movement can evolve a comprehensive scheme on sonic
Buch lines as those outlined by Mr. Kaufmann, and to which | am
aware that some consideration has already been given, it is possible
that you may furnish the solution of one of the most complex
problems of modem times, and earn the lasting gratitude not only
of those workingmen who live by the land, but of the whole

country also.”

Mr. Amos Mann (Leicester) said that in the paper something
was said about the failure of Small productive societies. It seemed
to be somewhat of a favourite saying of those who did not believe
in that form of Ck>-operation that these societies had been
failures. He ventured to saj’, however, that if a2 mortality of
distributive societies and ordinary private enterprises were taken
it would be equal in extent to that among productive societies.
There were over 103 of these societies in Great Britain, and
many of them were eminently successful.- The writer of the
paper had told them that Beatrice Webb, in her book on “ The
Co-operative Movement in Great Britain,” had said that tiie
Itjge majority of workingmen’'s co-operative societies would fail
scon after their establishment. Mr. Mann said he was sorry
to hear that that was the case in Germany. He wished to say,
I'iowever, that a number of societies that existed when Mrs.
Webb wrote her book were still living. He wanted the Congress
to know that the statement about the failure of these societies
was an injustice to-them. Mrs. Webb, in her enthusiasm for
the advocacy of the consumers’ theory, imder-stated the value of
the co-partnership production. Mr. Mann said that the inference
by Kaufmann that the small societies were taken over by the
wholesale societies because they were failures was not true— at
any rate it was not the case in England. Those that had been
taken over by the English Wholesale Society had been the most
successful of these workingmen's co-operative organisations. He
did not criticise in any spirit of antagonism, but he felt that some
of the things expressed by the writer needed a word of explana-
tion. He held that the co-operative societies for productive
purposes by workingmen formed the best means of attaining the
ideals of the pioneers; they ought to promote them in all forms.

(Applause.)

Dr. V. Towomiare (Russia): Fellow co-operators, | am much
pleased with Mr. Kaufmann’'s paper, and | agree for the most
part with what he says, but I am dissatisfied that the whole
subject is being treated so theoretically. | am of the opinion
thfet questions which are discussed here should not be simply
treated theoretically, but that an endeavour should be made
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to find- the way to a solution of such problems. Tlicre nrc no
practical suggestions made in Mr. Kaufmann’s paper. Further,
the statistical table with regard to the intenintional co-operative
exchange of goods is incomplete, since neither France, Bussia,
nor Italy have been included. With regard to practical arrange-
niente, Mr. Kaufmann might have suggested: —

1. The formation of a permanent exhibition, in which all
co-operative societies affiliated to the Alliance could take puil.

2. An exhibition to be arranged by the Alliance in connection
with the Congress, when the.various products of co-operative
societies in all countries would be exhibited.

I must franicly say that | regret that no international
exhibition was arranged in Scotland in connection witli this
Congress. We must all admit that' the British co-operators are
showing us great hospitality and are taking a great deal of trouble
to make our visit pleasant as possible, but 1 think that we
should have I)fen plad to liavc had the opportunity of ])urchasing
goods m.inufactured by the British societies in order to sliow
those at home liow goods are manufactured in other countries
and the progress that- is being made elsewhere.

The pPresidext said the Wholesale Societies of Great Britain
frequently held exhibitions of their productions, and would doubt-
less be glad to see visitors from the co-operativo organisations of
the Continent. He also stated that the Wholesale Society in
Manchester had an international trading department, and
periodically sent a commercial representative to the Continent.

Mr. D. Mclxxes (Central Committee of the Alliance) said
there was no doubt that Mr. Kaufmsmn'’s excellent paper contained
many points for discussion, and he believed he was right in saying
that during the next twelve months a number of those points would
be dealt with at conferences in Great Britain. The remarks he
had to make applied to England alone, because he was not so
closely in touch with Scotland and Ireland as he wac with England.
He looked with satisfaction at the progress that agricultural co-
operation had made in England. Ten or twelve years ago the
teaching of Co-operation in the schools in any form was forbidden
by the Government, but now there were large grants being givej)
for the propagation of agricultural Co-operation’ in England.
(-Applause.) So they were moving forw'ard. The, trading
transactions of the agricultural co-operati”e movement in
England ten o eleven years ago reached tlie “ magnificent
sum of £10,000 per annum. Inast ypar the transactions
of the agricultural co-operative’ movement in England
exceeded two millions sterling. . A friendly feeling had
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been promoted by the Agricxiltural Organisation Society mid
the Co-operative Union by the convening of conferences between
the agricultural movement and the distributive movement, aiid
between district industrial societies, the C.W.S., and the
agricultural societies, and ultimately they hoped to see one
consolidated movement in this country—“the agriculturists growing
for the use of the industrialists, and the great factories of the
Wholesale manufactiuing for both. (Applause.)

The P residekt at this stage said the delegates must now leave,
in order to adhere to the programme of the Keception Committee.
He had tried to keep to time, but he had had too big a
task. (Laughter.) Mr. A. Young would have the first call in the
morning to speak five or ten minutes, and then Mr. Kaufmaun

would have the right to reply.

Announcements.

Mr. Axeurix W'itti”ms made several announcements, among
others the receipt of a letter from the Glasgow District Council
of the British Socialist Party, as follows: “ The above Council
send fraternal greetings to co-operators assembled in St. I\lungo
Halls, hoping that the decisions arrived at by tliis Conference will
help forward the great Co-operative Commonwealth of the future.”

It was agreed that a reply be sent in acknowledgment.

The Congress then adjourned.
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The President took the chair, and called upon Mr. Andrew
Young (Edinburgh) to continue the discussion on the subject
introduced by Mr. Kaufmann on the previous day. ~Ir. Young
was not, however, present, whereupon the President asked MTr.
Kaufmann to reply to the discussion.

Mr. Kaufmann: Ladies and gentlemen, yesterday’'s debate on
the subject of my paper was very interesting, and | thank those
gentlemen who took part in it. From the discussion, you will see
that there were three different points to be considered, viz., the
position of distributive societies in regard to productive societies,
of distributive societies in regard to agricultural societies, and the
relations of all the wholesale societies to each other. The repre-
sentative of the British Government considered in detail the
guestion of the return of agricultural workers to the land and the
sale of the produce of these workers. He was of the opinion that
it was not expedient to get workingmen to leave the towns and
return to the country, until the conditions of life in the country
are as good or even better than those which prevail in the towns.
This limitation is inadequate, for whoever is acquainted with
agricultxiral conditions will agree with me when 1 say that the
industrial worker who is bom in the town and who is only
accustomed to industrial or urban work is incapable of working a
farm, as in most cases he does not possess the necessary knowledge.
In Germany, and not only in Germany but also in other countries,
thousands and thousands of agricultural labourers come to the
industrial centres and bring down the wages of the industrial
workers there, at the same time destroying the advantages which
the workers have gained for themselves by means of their co-
operative organisations. The best solution of the problem would
be to give small holdings to the agricultural labourers or to sell
or let farms to them, according as conditions allow of it. They
must, however, be independent of the landed proprietor, and the
farm be large enough to enable the labourer to support a family.
I do not, however, entirely agree with what Mr. Cheney says about
the prices which the agricultural labourer can realise for tlae
produce of his farm. | will give an example. The Danish co-
operative dairies obtain the same prices for their butter as the
landed proprietors. Ten years ago it was generally recognised that
the butter made by the Danish co-operative societies was better
than that of the landed proprietor, and consequently they obtained
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better prices for it. Now we will take the position of the working-
men’s productive societies. W'e have the principle—production
for organised consumption. It will eventually happen that this
question becomes of great economic significance, but we must
wait and see what the future will bring us in this connection. | now
come to the observations made by Dr. Totomianz, who says that
in my paper | have only treated the subject theoretically, and have
not made any practical suggestions. If you have read my paper
through, you will perhaps have found that I am somewhat
sceptical. | did not go farther in making practical suggestions,
because the natural development of these ideas will devise the
most practical methods. The proposals made by Dr. Totomianz
in regard to the appointment of an international ” commercial
traveller ” and an exhibition of the products of the different
societies would hardly prove successful. | would only say that
several of the wholesales have already made attempts in this
direction. The British Wholesale Societies have appointed an
international traveller, who is in communication with the co-
operative societies in other countries. In so far as this question
concerns us, we are glad if we are able to manufacture all those
things which we require for our own use. We do not wish to
produce for sale to other countries.

In conclusion, | would suggest that these questions be more
fully discussed at a future Congress. Our position in regard to
agricultural societies especially requires further consideration than
it is possible to give it to-day.

The P resident Said they had had a splendid paper, and the
discussion had been taken part in by gentlemen who represented
both home and Continental countries. Mr. Kaufmann did not
desire any hard and fast resolution to be passed with regard to
his paper, but he (the President) thought the least they could do
was to accord him their best thanks for the interesting and valuable
information which he had placed before them. (Applause.)

The resolution was carried.

The Election of the Central Committee.

The Congress then proceeded to the election of the Central
Committee.

The P residext said he wished to speak on behalf of the Central
Committee on this matter. They had received a number of
names of candidates f<H the Central Committee. There were a
number of gentlemen who had retired according to the rules,
~v'hich provided that half of the members of the Central Com-
rriittee retire at this Congress. There were some additional
members to be elected owing to certain countries having increased
their subscriptions. The list of the candidates, however, was
before the Congress, and he proposed to take first of all the names
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the number of seats to be filled as follows:—

NOMINATIONS FOR THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE.

Conntiy,

1 United
KINGDOM

2 GERMANY......

3 AUSTBU........

4 Switzerland

7 Denmark

« Belgium.....

9 Finland

10 Russia.........
H SWEDEN........
12 ltaly............
13 Holland . ,
14 Norway,

15 Roumania,.
16 SERVIA..........

17 India...ccc.......

Present Members

of the _
Central Committee

A. Whitehead
W. Maxwell
D. Mclnnes
J. Deans

A. WilUiame
H. KanfmaDn
*M. Radestock
H. Lorenz
A.von Elm

B. Karpeles
li. Fxner
A. Pieer

0. Schiir
E. Angst

J. Mailath
A. Gyorgy

E. de Boyve
M. L. HeliM

S. Jorgensen
A. Nielsen

V. Berwy
L. Bertrand

H. Gebhard
V. Tanner

V. Totomianz
H. Muller

L. Bnffoli

G. Goedhart
0. Dehli

J. Dttca

M. Avramowitch M. Avramowitch

To be re-elected

or
replaced.

J. Deans
A. Williams

H. Kaufmann
M. Radestock

L. Exner

0. Schar

A. Gyorgy
E.de Boyve
A. Neilsen
V. Serwy

V. Tanner

H. Miiller
L. Baffoli

0. Dehli

J. Duca

* Deceased.

No.ol
LS t

nea
~flUecl

IVIr. Mlaxwell then read out

Proposals for
eeats to be
flUed.

4aeatii 3. Deans

A. Williams
J. Shilllito
W. Gregory
H. Kaafmann
E. Barth

R. Assmann
P. Schlack
K. Renner
Pittoni

0. Schar

B. Jaeggi

A. Gyorgy
E. von Balogh

Ch. Gide
E. Poisson

A. Nielsen

V. Serwy

V. Tanner

V. Sellheim
K. G. Rosling
G. W. Dahl
Vergnanini

J. Posthmns
0. Dehli

J. Doca

M. Avramowitch
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The J*itKsioENT ex])luined thut India was entitled to one scat,
but no name iiud been sent in, and the matter must, therefore,
stand adjourned. With regard to Germany, tlicre were three seats
to fill and there were four candidates. The first three were
nominated by the Central Union, and the other (Mr. P. Schlack)
was nominated by the West German Union. It was far the
Congress to say which three gentlemen they would elect. Mr.
Braun (Miilheim) desired to address the Congress on behalf of
the West German Union.

ilr. Br\n (Miilheim); Ladies and gentlemen, we have
brought forward the motion of the Imperial Union of
German Distributive Societies with regard to the election
of Mr. Schlack, because we consider it wrong that the election of
members of the Central Committee of the International
Co-operative Alliance should be limited to a certain organisation.
According to the motion which we brought forward on Monday,
we intended to give the minority their rights also. .Although
there may be differences of opinion with regard to tlic effects
and tendencies of our motion, yet you cannot be divided in your
opinion that all co-operative societies and all forms of Co-operation
should be represented on the International Co-operative Alliance
according to their size and strength, and that they must be
allowed to do their pai-t in collaborating in the Central Committee.
Our motion having been rejected on Monday, it would, in my
opinion, be doubly in the interests of tin* Allijuu-e to support the
motion brought forward by us to-day to the effect that the
Imperial Union of German Distributive Societies be granted
representation on the Central Committee of the T.C.A., thereby
assuring us direct collaboration on the committee. What would
it lilean if our motion were rejected V It would simply mean the
sanctioning of efforts on the part of the large unions in order to
prevent the smaller organisations from collaborating in the 1.C.A.
What would be the result of such a sanctioning? The smaller
organisations would become embitt-ered and annoyed, and finally
they would be denied collaboration. Thus the universal character
of the Alliance would be lost. The desire on the jart of some
countrie” to exclude the minoritj' from collaborating cannot be
the desire of the I.C.A. Oiu- union, therefore, requests you to
vote for our president, Mr. Schlack, and thus grant us one seat
on the Central Committee. It ought to be all the more possible
for yo’j to do so, since at the last Congress of o\u union it was
decided that we should join the Alliance collectively with all
our affiliated societies, which at present number 150, the
membership considerably exceeding 100,000. In view of this
decision on the part of our union, | think that it should be an
easy matter for you to grant us representation on the Central
Committee of the I.C.A. Yesterdav Mr. von EIlm stated that
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it is desired to show brotherliness and friendliness within tlic
Alliance, and | think— am also addre-ssiug myself to our friends
from Hamburg—that if you wish to exhibit brotherly feeling,
friendliness, and, above all, tolerance, you should grant our
union the representation to which .it is entitled, although we
represent a minority.

The President said that the Central Committee had had
the matter before them and had considered it as impartial
judges. They had come to the conclusion that it would be well
to select one of their members to put their views, before them
before voting. Mr. 7). Mclnnes was appointed to explain the
matter to Congress.

Mr. ~lclknes (Central Committee) said that in such a con-
tingency it was very necessary that an expression of the opinion
of the Central Committee should be placed before the Congre”.
He would attempt to do so Jis briefly as possible. Under the
new rules Germany was entitled to five members on the Com-
mittee. Article 28 of the constitution set forth the conditions
under which the unions should have a ancmber on the Committee.
The Central Union of Germany last year subscribed £298 6s.
This union was established ten years ago; it had a wholesale
society and had gone into co-operative insurance, and both
departments had been thoroughly successful. The West German
Union was begun only two years ago, and must be regarded
as a rival union. In Great Britain the Co-operative Union was
regarded as a British section of the Alliance and comprehended
all phases of co-operative effort. Whatever difference there
might be British co-operators settled for themselves. (Applause.)
The West German Union, as he had said, had been established
only two years ago. It had also established a wholesale society,
and had allied itself to independent in.surance societies working
against the interests of Co-operation as a collective movement
in Germany. The Ceiitral Union of Germany had 91 delegates
at the Congress and the new union had eight, and the sub-
scriptions from the Central Union amounted to £59 per
representative on the Central Committee. The efforts of the
Alliance had been directed to miifying Co-operation in all
countries, and they had scored a brilliant success when those
two unions which had been dividing co-operative effort in France
were amalgamated into one triumphant \mion, which gave great
promise for the future. (Loud applause.) They would be
departing from that policy if Mr. Schlack were elected.

Mr. scHL'vck (Mulheim): The point of view of the Central
Committee of the I.C.A. is altogether biased, and the existing
conditions have not been taken into consideration. According
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to their point of view all consumers should be given the oppor-
tunity to organise themselves co-operatively. In Germany there
eare innumerable consumers who cannot and will not identify
themselves with the point of view adopted by the Central Vnion.
For this reason the point of view of the Central Committee is
biased, since all the members of the Alliance should have equal
rights. Further, our imion has not been 'in existence for two
jears only, but w's founded a number of years ago. Three years
~go we took part in the Hamburg Congress. If we joined a
people's insurance society for thp public good the reason is that
4Ye popular insurance of the Central Union is connected whith
the Social Democratic Trade Unions. We joined the I.C.A.
in order to collaborate in it. The stand taken by the Central
mCommittee renders this impossible. If this is still adhered to we
must ask ourselves if we can still continue our membership in
the I.C.A. However, if you have thus struck us off your list
of members, still you will not have wiped us out of Germany.
The Committee’s declaration is inconsistent. At the very moment
in which you promise the Czech section in Austria a seat on the
Central Committee at the next Congress you have refused us. If
the Congress does not recognise the Imperial Union of- German
Distributive Societies as having equal rights, we must draw our
own conclusions.

The President said the Central Committee, after carefully
mconsidering the question, had laid their views before Congress,
and it was for the delegates to decide the matter by their votes.
They would continue to recognise all forms of co-operative
mendeavour, but the claiming of seats on the Central Committee
-was quite a different matter.

The President then asked the delegates to vote for the
Oerman representatives, and declared “Messrs. Kaufmann, Bartli.
and Assmann elected on the Central Committee for that country.
Mr. Schlack only received ten votes.

The result of the election is that the Central Committee is
3QOW constituted as follows:— y
1. UnitedKingdom. ~lessrs. J. Deans, W. Gregory, W.

Maxwell, D. Mclnnes, J. Shillito,
A. Whitehead, and A. Williams.

2. Germany ... Messrs. B. Assmann, K. Barth, A. von
Elm, H. Kaufmann, and H.
Lorenz.

3. Austria............. Messi-s. A. Fiser, B. Karpeles, and
L. Kenner.-

-4.  Switzerland ... Messrs. E. Angst, Jaeggi, and

0. Schar.
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5. Hungary ... Messrs. E. von Bnlogh, A. Gyorgy,
and J. Mnilath.

6. France ... ... Messrs. Cli. Gide. L. Ih'lies, und
E. Poisson.

7. Denmark ... Messrs. S. Jorgensen and A. Nielsen.

8. Belgium ... ... Messrs.L. Bertrand andV. Serwy.

9. Finland.............. Messrs. H. Gebhnrd and V. Tanner.

10. Russia  ....ccceeeeee. Messrs. V. Totomianz and V. Selheim.

11. Sweden......c....... Messrs.G. W. Dahl and K. Koeling.

12. Italy ...l Mr. A.Vergnanini.

13. Holland ... ... Messrs. G. J. D. C. Goedhart and J.
I'osthuma.

14. Norway ... ... Mr. O. Dehli.

15. Roumania ... Mr. J. Duca.

16. Servia ... Mr. M. Avramovitch.

Paper by Mr. Aneurin Williams, M.A. (Chairman of the
Executive Committee), on “ The Closer Relationship and Mutual
Help of Co-operative Societies, and the Comprehensive Character
of the International Co-operative Alliance.”

Mr. Aneurix Williams ((‘'entral Conunittee) then read his
paper on “ The Aims and Objects of the AlHaiue,” and moved
u resolution appealing to tiie unions and societies to become
affiliated.

“ When the Internationa] Co-operative Alliance was first
formed it was intended by its foxmders that it should be strictly
limited to those forms of Co-operation which recognise the principle
of profit-sharing with labour. When, however, the first Congress
was held in London in 1895 and the statutes of the Alliance were
drawn up, its scope was extended so as to include everv form of
Co-operation, whether profit-sharing or not. Althougli | was one
of the friends of profit-sharing as | still am. and had originally
worked for the Alliance on that basis, | voted for tlnowing its
doors open to all other forms of Co-operation, believing that its
most valuable work would be to bring them all together for mutual
knowledge. For some years afterwards the Alliance remained
fairly representative of all forms of Co-operation.

“ In the year 190G, however, the International Federation of
Agricultural Co-operative Societies was formed, partly because it
was desired to have an organisation which could devote all its time
to the interests of agriculture. From this time on, a large part
of the agricultural co-operative organisations have been lost to our
Alliance, although happily, we still retain the agricultural move-
ment in Denmark, Finland, and hi some other countries. More-
o\&r, the tendency has been for some of the other forms of
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Co-operation—more pai-ticularly those of tlic SchuJdze-Delitsch
type—to retire from the Alliance. This has arisen not from causes
inherent in the work of the Alliance, but rather from dislike of
=certain things said at our Congresses which were thought to have a
jolitical bearing, or to advocate the class-war. -Hence a theory
las been formed by some people that the Alliance must more and
more become, and ought more and more to become, a federation
of one form of Co-operation only, namely, of consumers’ co-opera-
tion based on retail di.stributive societies of consumers, and on
mfederations of such societies formed for wholesale trading and for
manufacturing.

“ ~fy object in this paper is to maintain the opposite view,
namely,"” that the Alliance should =continue to comprise within
its borders—and as time goes on should more and more comprise
—ever>- form of Co-operation, and especially should comprise, as
far as possible, all the great federations and unions of every form
of Co-operation. There may, indeed, be co-operative organisations
from time to time which will not agree to come into our Alliance,
but wc must not allow it to be said that it was we who kept them
out or in any way discouraged them from entering.

“ Tliere are, happily, very imjiortant examples to show the
I(dvantages of having various forms of Co-operation included in the
same propaganda and educational unions. Tn Gi*eat Britain, for
instance, the Co-operative I'nion comprises every form of
Co-operation. We British regard that as something to be proud of,
and all parties would make considerable sacrifices, if necessary’,
to prevent it being otherwise. Of course, certain special forms of
Co-operation, which are in a minority in the Union taken as a
whole, have also their special organisations, which can give the
mwhole of their time to the consideration of the special affairs of
the societies they represent. For instance, the co-partnership
productive societies have their federation—the C<”operative
Productive Federation—"or business purposes, and for propaganda
purposes they have the Labour Co-partnership Association; but
these productive societies are also members of the Union and take
an active part in its affairs; and their federation is not only
recognised by the Union, but is a member of the Union. In the
same way, the English agricultural societies have their Agricultural
Organisation Society, and the Irish societies their Irish Agri-
cultural Organisation Society, but these two organisation societies
are themselvs members of the Co-operative Union of Great Britain,
and so are some of the agricultural societies separately. Again,
<on the governing body of the Agricultural Organisation Society the
Co-operative Union has direct representatives. This union of all
forms of Co-operation in one propaganda and educational organisa-
tion is of the greatest benefit to the British societies, and promotes
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co-operative feeling and co-operative business relations between
the workers organised as consumers and workers organised for
production, whether of manufactured articles or of agricultural
supplies. Nor does it in any way interfei'e with the work of the
wholesales formed by the consumers’ societies.

“ In Finland, also, we have another fine example of ever\- form
of Co-operation working within the same general union. In the
Alliance’s ‘ Bulletin ' for January, 1912, there is a very full
accoimt of this common working in Finland. To summarise it
briefly; when the propaganda society ‘' Pellervo ' was established
in 1899, it was intended to confine its operations to the ruial popu-
lation, and to work only for agricultural Co-operation and not for
distributive. It was deemed essential that the co-operative move-
ment should have two distinct branches, and that the work done
for agriculture should be distinctively in the interests of the
producer. Soon, however, it was found that the industrial workers
of the town applied to ‘ Pellervo ' for advice and information on
the various forms of Co-operation adapted to their needs, and, on
the other hand, the rural population asked for help in establishing
distributive societies. This at first ~yas refused them, and they
began to establish distrib\itive societies on their own account,
which finally compelled ' Pellervo ' to comply with their wishes
and identify itself with distributive Co-opei'ation. This led to the
establishment in 1905 of a special organisation under the auspices
of * Pellervo ' for the development of the distributive movement,
but even then it was believed that the agricultural and distributive
movements would follow entirely separate coui-ses, it being argued
that this was the experience of the larger European countries, and
that endeavours made to bring about international collaboration
between agricultural and distributive Co-operation had met with
but little success. However, in spite of this expectation, as time
went on it was found that many bonds were formed between the
various- branches of Co-operation in Finland, with * Pellervo ' as
the centre of them all. Since 1909 there has been a periodical
representing the interests of all branches of Co-operation, and its
expenses are borne equally by ‘ Pellervo ' and the four special
organisations representing distribution, banking, export, and agri-
cultural supply. Elaborate arrangements are made to provide that
all these forms of Co-operation shall be represented fairly in every
issue of the paper, and that the main aaiicle of the paper shall
always deal with some question affecting all of them. Thi&
periodical has rendered much valuable- service to co-operative
societies of-all kinds. Another piece of joint work in Finland are
the meetings for instruction of ma™nagers and committeemen,,
which are held twice a year, and extend from two to six or eight
weeks, according to circumstances. Tliey are organised” by the
united efforts of all the forms of Ca-operation-. The- Finnish
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co-operntors make the following striking statement regarding
them :—

“ * All the organisations interested in it declare that no
single one of them is in a position, at any rate at the present
time, to carry on such an institution economically and well.
m\\t have found that the association of co-operators following
various branches of the movement for educative and other
purposes has a verj' stimulating effect. The singing of
co-operative songs, and small festive gatherings, serves to
increase the feeling of unity which has been fostered by
attending the same lectures on co-operative law and on the

A theory of co-operation.’
I might go on to describe a great deal of other common work, but I

have said enough to show how beneficial it is to have all forms of
Co-operation in one organisation. They need one another’s help,
and to be animated by the true co-operative spirit. | want to plead
lor the application of this principle on a world-wide scale in the
International Co-operative Alliance.

“ The idea that the Alliance sliould be confined to one form of
Co-operation only must spring either (1) from the belief that that
form is the only true form or (2j from the belief that each form of
Co-operation should have its own separate International Alliance.
Of these. 1 think the second supposition is easilj* disposed of, for
surely it is inconsistent with tlie very theory of Co-operation that
there should be separate organisations of bodies of people who have
separate and sometimes conflicting interests, and that these organi-
sations should not be related to one another by the bonds of mutual
help and mutual agreement. If, therefore, there are to be inter-
national alliances of the separate forms of Co-operation, it follows,
as a matter of course, that every co-operator must want to see
those separate alliances in their turn co-operating with one another,
in one all-comprehending alliance. If, however, we hold the
opinion that there is only one true form of Co-operation, then, of
course, it follows that no co-operative organisation— whether inter-
national, national, or local—should include any other form, for
that would be to include false forms ~hicJi are not Co-operation
at all.

“ The question how wide the scope of the International
Co-operative Alliance should be, therefore, resolves itself into the
guestions: =

" (1) What is true Co-operation ? How far does it extend ?
How many forms of it are there ?
(2) How far can these various forms, if they exist,

mutually aid one another in their day by day work, and in
the interchange of ideas and encouragement ?



94

" Now, Co-operatiou in its widest and deepest sense is renlly
creed—a creeotHat life in all its~dep”nieiiTs'isTjist organised,
not by-a struggle of each for his own iiiterestsTI™t by Yoluiirary
association to work together on terms fre~\”iose.n : to divide~nie
wealth produced among all those concerned : and to adjust all other
conflicting interests, on principles of reason and equity af;i-eed on
beforehand. So far for Co-operation as a creed. By Co-operation
intEe narrower and more concrete sense, we meanW y sysienTof
organisation which is practically engaged in carrying ouVthat
*cree<i. especially in joint work.”~nd the production and distribution
‘'of go~s. The principle involved is the ~ame in friendly soCfetres
and ail mutual institutions, but the word *i” -operation is usually
used to mean Co-operation for the production and distribution"”
JoodsT

“ All men are inclined to expect too much from the particular
form of effort they themselves are most intimately connected
with, aiid co-operators are no exception to the rule. Formerly,
in England at least, some people believed that the whole social
guestion could be solved by voluntary association. | think there
are few, if any, now who do not recognise that this is impossible.
Voluntary association can do much, but it cannot do everything;
much remains for the State and municipality, which are forms
of compulsory association, to do, and, on the other hand, much
for individual forces, which are not association in any foiru.
Much, for instance, will always remain for the great artist or
inventor to do as an individual, acting quite independent of any
organisation. Much also for the man born with a genius for
creating new business organisations, which his master mind
controls through paid assistants. Almost all people admit this,
but there are still some who inaintain that whatever voluntary
association can do in the matter of the production and distribu-
tion of goods must be done by one particular form of Co-operation
—viz., consumers’ Co-operation—and that every other form of
Co-operation is false or futile.

“ To me it seems that we need almost even- conceivable form
of Co-operation, according to the different ideas, needs, and
circumstances of different people, countries, industries, and
times. In England and Gr«rmany to-day a great work is being
done by consumers’ Co-operation, and it probably has a still
greater work to do in the future, but there is no sign that, even
in England and Germany, it will solve all that part of the social
problem which Co-operation can deal with. No sign that it will
solve, e.g., the problem of the democratic organisation of
agriculture. In Germany the Co-6peration of agricultural
producers, especially for credit purposes, has done very much,
so have other forms of* credit Co-operation, formed to supply



95

mcapital for small industries in the towns—industries which ?ho\v
no sign of being brought under the control .of organised con-
esumers. .So also have other forms of co-o0])eruUve organisation
<of producers, such as raw stuff societies. Siniilurh-, in England,
though consumers’ Co-operation is by far the greatest form cf
Co-operation, others are not insignificant, nor could they be
edispensed with without great loss. How, for instance, could
econsumers organise the making of padlocks for export to remote
parts of the world, such as South America and South Afiii-a?
But the Co-operation of working padlock makers has done that.
How could consumers’ societies organise the work of printing
for publishers and for the general public, in which copartnership
printing societies are steadily increasing their hold? So in other
ecountries Co-operation has many valuable forms besides th-?
distributive. There is much agricultural Co-oj)eration in France,
Switzerland, and Denmark. Navvies’ work and masons' work
are organised co-operatively by the workers tlieniselves in Italy.
In France, again, we have important and increasing co-operative
productive societies of builders, roadmakers, cabdrivers. and
many classes of artisans. All these are genuine efforts at a”socia
tion—true Co-operation. They, no doubt, have their dffects.
as all other institutions have, but they are all helping to transform
our capitalistic society into a Co-operative Commonwealth.
Probably, indeed, there is a great futuie for forms of Co-ojieration
.at present little developed in the nioiit advaacod co-operative
countries, such as Great Britain and Ciermany. In these
countries consumers’ Co-operation is already well developed, but
other forms are not so—certainly not in Great Britain. There
is, therefore, a vast field for the development of these other forms,
and the coming generation may see developments we know
nothing of. Moreover, our Alliance is not limited to Europe.
"Who shall say what forms of co-operation China, Japan, and
India ma\- develop? We must keep an open door to welcome

them.

“ In thus claiming a place for other forms | am not seekin;T
to limit the development of the consumers’ movement. | am
mwilling to grant it, for the purpose of this argument, all ths
sphere that its most earnest champions claim. But even they
.admit that its sphere, great as it is, is small compared to the
whole realm of industry.

“ In chapter VIII. of her book, “ The Co-operative Movement
in Great Britain,” Mrs. Sidney Webb (Miss Beatrice Potter),
than whom the consumers’ movement has had no more ardent
=<jhampion, considers the question whether it is possible to develop
the system of consumers’ Co-operation until it embraces the
whole field of industry, and concludes that there are limits soon



9G

reached—social and economic barriers to its further extension.
The first of these she finds in the conditions of life of certain,
classes. Men living below a certain standard of life or in isolation,
populations continually shifting their abode and changing their
occupations, are incapable, she says, of voluntarj- association,
whether as consumers or producers. This is a lower limit to
the growth of Co-operation, but if this were all we might expect
that, as factory laws and other social legislation advanced, and
as education spread, th« limitation might slowly be got rid of.
Then the supplying of these classes would be brought within the
limits of Co-operation. There is, however, an upper limit also,
whose removal must be even slower and more difficult.
‘ Fastidiousness and the indifference bred of luxury constitute.’
she says, ' a liigher limit to the desire or capacity for democratic
self-government. The upper and middle classes, with incomes
altogether out of proportion to their actual needs, demand the
eervilitj' of the profit-making traders and the irregular and
diversifi™ production of profit-making manufacturers.” This
saying is, perhaps, a little hard on {he well-to-do, but at an™rate
it emphasises the fact that such people are no way inclined to
consumers’ Co-operation—their demands constitute another
market which cannot be supplied by Co-operation of that school.

“ But, she goes on, the social limits to the extension of
consumers’ Co-operation are not the only ones. Tlie administi'a-
tive limits are, if anything, more important. For the group
of co-operators who administer a store or wholesale society are
necessarily the actual consumers of commodities or services
supplied through these organisations, and this form of democracy
does not always form a possible or desirable administrative group.
She instances the case of steamboats, railways, and docks, whose
users are so casual and scattered that we could not well imagine
their forming a constituency of consumers to control them. She
might also have instanced cabs and omnibuses, hotels, jobbing
printing, bookbinding, newspapers, theatres, building, and many
other trades. Here we have a third market which cannot be
supplied by voluntary Co-operation of consumers.

“ Lastly she argues that the whole export, trade is necessarily
beyond the boundaries of consumers’ Co-operation. ‘ For here
it is evident that administration by an open democracy of actual
consumers cannot even exist unless we await the miraculous m
conversion of the hordes of China and the savages of Africa to
the doctrines of EcJbert Owen........ccoooveeene... It is, of cotu-se.
conceivable,” she adds, ‘ that the store system might be developed
among other Anglo-Saxon nations with w'hom we trade, and that
n relationship such as exists between the Scottish and English
Wholesale Societies might be established in the corresponding
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central establishments of Australia, Canada, America, and Great.
Britain.’ This was written in 1891, and when we note in passing
that she did not even contemplate the possibility of such relations
with the wholesales of Germany, Franoe, Finland, Kussia, Scan-
dinavia, and ltaly we see how far forward in internationalisation
we have travelled in 22 years. Even within the Anglo-Saxon
world she did not consider such developments of relations between
the wholesales at all likely. To-day, though they are certainly
possible in a much wider sphere, we cannot say that they promise
to cover any great proportion of the export trade. Mrs. Webb's
conclusion, therefore, remains sound, that in the main the export
trade, if it is to be carried on by voluntary Co-operation, musc
be carried on by producers’ societies. She rejects the idea that
the stores and wholesales should themselves jenter into the
general export trade and do a profitable business by selling to
foreign merchants. If they did this, all the economic advantages
of the control of production by the actual consumers would be
abandoned, co-operators ‘would taste the forbidden fruit of
iiidiistr}'— profit on price,” and ‘' the whole fabric of Hochdale
Co-operation might fall into disrepair, if not into hopeless ruin.'

“ Trying to reduce the above estimate to figures, Mrs. Webb
did not think that much more than one-fourth of the then
national income could in any case be included in the trade o{
the stoi'es, while the limits of manufacturing by consumers'
societies must be narrower still. A ver3 small proportion of the
commodities purchased by possible store members could be
produced by stores or wholesales. Clearly, imports of food,
tobacco, etc., could not, nor could certain native products which
can only be manufactm-ed advantageously on a very large scale,
as, for instance, cotton cloth. ‘ The range of variety in calicoes
and prints bought by the working class render the quantity of
any one quality or style demanded by co-operators too small for
profitable manufacture even by their central institution.” Th's
is the barrier to manufacturing by consumers! societies, though
it ma} be pushed farther back by the extension of their distribu-
tive trade.

“ Thus, according to this great exponent of consumers’
Co-operation, there is only a small part of the production and
exchange of wealth which can be done by the voluntary Co-opera-
tion of consumers. The remainder, and by far the greater part,
must %ither be done by the Stat-e or municipality— compulsory
forms of association—or by producers’ societies, or, finally, must
be left indefinitely as the sphere of capitali.;m and wage .'service.
The la”t solution we, as co-operators, are not prepared to con-
template. The extension of the activities of the State and
municipality we need not grudge, but we must admit that they
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-grow very slowly, and the Syndicalism of a part of the worlccis
begins to sliow that they are not prepared to submit to the nil-
pervading bineaucracy which State and municipal production
would imply. For long enough, therefore, we see that the field
for possible Ch-operation of producers will be enormous; a field
wliich consumers’ Co-operation, splendid us its achievements
have been, and will still be, cannot fill.

“ 1 have been obliged to refer above, especially in quoting
IMrs. Webb, to the extension of the action of the State and
municipality. | have done this with regret, because it, of course,
verges on politics. But | will ask all those who criticise nje to
believe that | have tried to deal with the matter in a })hilosophical
ajid not in a political spirit. 1| hope they will follow my good
example. Our work as co-operators is to lead the strivings—
blind strivings we may think them—whether of Syndicalists or
any others, towards a voluntary organisation, in which two
things shall be secured—first, the right of the workers to an
existence worthy of human dignity, witli a direct voice in det-ev-
mining the conditions of their labour: and. secondly, acknow-
ledgment of the dut}- of every worker and every body of workers,
however organised, to serve the whole community. These two
things must be equally emphasised, and they must be safeguarde.i
by appropriate institutions.

“ 1 conclude, therefore, that it is im])Ossible to say that nc
furm of Co-operation but the consumers' movement is true
Co-operation. Time onh- can show what other forms are foj- th>
general good, and are therefore true Co-operation, and what
forms tend too much towards selfishness or inefficiency. and are
false Co-operation.

“ Our second question was whether all the various forms of
true Co-operation could usefully associate together 'in one
organisation. | have already touched on this on its propaganda
side; there remains the business side. Even when they have
edone all the} can and made for themselves all they can, either
singly or in federations, the distributive societies need to buy
much from other workers who make goods and render services,
which these consumers’ societies cannot themselves organise, for
the reasons I have quoted. Conversely, such producers need the
custom of the organised consumers, which is far better for them
than the custom of the unorganised only. What is to be desired
therefore, is to get these mutually dependent bodies into one
morganisation and let them make co-operative arrangements
together—arrangements, | mean, which are voluntary and
mutually advantageous.

"Take agriculture: It is clear that on the whole the <-ii-
sumers have not been successful in organising it. There aio,
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of course, exceptions. For instance, the Scottish Wholesale have-
considerable success to show in the organisation of dairies in
Ireland. On the other hand, the English Go-oi>erative Wholessln
Society recognises that it has not been successful with its Irish
dairies. The future may change this or it may not, but, mean-
while, there is vast progi-ess going on of Co-operation among
agricultural producers. Thei'e is, however, a real danger of a
conflict between their organisations seeking good prices and the
organisations of the co-operative consumers seeking low prices.
That apparent conflict of interests makes it difficult, 1 admit,
to get these two forms of Co-operation into one organisation.
But the danger of serious conflict and mutual loss is not lessened
— it is increased—by ranging them in entirely separate organisa
tions. An example of the conflict we must dcj)recate is se<n,
while | write (May, 1913), in the milk supply of J3ale, where the
distributive society on the one hand and the orgiuiisation of the
peasants on the other, having failed'fo come to terms as to prices,
a rupture has taken place, with the result that the rviral
co-operators have suffered heavy financial los<, und damage to
their co-operative organisation, while the town co-operators ra.i
no longer feel that their milk supply is part of tliat compl-rie
co-operative organisation which we believe wc art- building up.
In properly organising the milk supply of a great ]Jui])u]lation tb-rc
ought to be such economies as would render it possil)le to p'.re
the consumers their supply at a reasonable-price, with a perfect
guarantee of purity, such as,only organisation can ensure, atid,
at the saine time, to give the producers a better price and steadier
demand than they can get in the unorganised competitive market.

“ 1 say, then, get them into the same organisation, into
national unions, if you can, as is done in Finland, but if not,
then at least get all forms of co-operative organisation into cne
international body like this Alliance. It may be easier for thrr:n
to join our Alliance than to join a national union, because in ™o
doing they can have no fear of losing any part of their ir.it-
pendence, seeing that we only meet at considerable intervals,
and then only for discussion. Nevertheless, at those meetings,
and between them also by our literature and our propaganda,
we help to hold up a common ideal before all co-operators of all
varieties; to get them to know each other; to look at things frcm
each other’s point of view; and to recognise tliat those, arrange-
ments between ihem which are most just are, in the long run,
most truly in the interests of all parties.

' “ 1 conclude, thierefore, that it is impossible to say there are-
not many forms of true Co-operation, and that it is demonstrabh
wise and truly co-operative for these various forms to be broujrht
together for mutual understanding and mutual help. | hope this.
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nnd | am (‘OMviiu'id tiint tlii> lias inucli to do with tlu' sound
development of co-operati\« tlinnglit in Denmark. In mv
ojjinion, the productive soc-ieties are as useful and as much real
co-operative societies as the distributive societies, although in
many countries they do not hold such an important position,
since they cannot include as much of the population as do the
distributive societies. All the societies have, however, the same
aim, viz., to oppose the system which has hitherto prevailed
in nil commercial activity—in trade and in production—according
to which the greater pail of the profits go to individual persons.
Thev must seek an equal and just division of this profit among
the people. This task is so great tliat they must unite all their
forces.

“ In my opinion it is the duty of the Tnt-ernational Co-operative
Alliance to do its best to bring about this unity of forces to gain
the goal of the co-operative ideal.”

Greetings from the Women’s Guild.

MI's. Coi FKR (Hebl)urn-on-Tynej .“aid it was her pleasant duty
to bring to the Congress heai-ty greetings from the English
Women's (luild. She was sorry tlie Central Committee of the
Alliance in the agenda had omitted the women from their papers
altogether. Tlie J)revious sjieaker was the only one to make any
reference to them. She might tell them that they (the Guild)
accepted the Alliance as a great and useful organisation, and
regarded it as an essential part of the co-opei-ative movement.
They had 30,000 members in their Guild. She thought all
women would be glad when the consumer and producer were
brought into closest hannony. Co-operators should not neglect
education for £ s. d. ; it would be bad for the movement if they
did so. She was pleased at the way in which they had adopted
the resolution relative to peace; it would go with no uncertain
voice to all nations. Co-operative women would be particularly
pleased at the adoption of the resolution, for the time when
swords would be J»eaten into ploughshares could not come too
quickly for them, (.\pplause.)

The I rksident said they (the Central Committee of the
Alliance) had been taken to t-ask for not mentioning women on
the agenda, etc. He could assure Mrs. Coflfer, however, that the
Centnil Conunittee had a warm heart for the Women's Guilds
and aj)preciated the work they were doing. He was sure he
vas speaking the voice of the Congress when he said to the
Guilds “ We wisli you Godspeed in your work.”

Mr. Lorkvz fHamburg): Ladies and gentlemen, if you have
read N\Ir. Williams’ paper and compared it with the resolution
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which has been laid before you on behalf of the Ceutnd
Committee, you will notice that there is a difference between
the contents of the report and the resolution. The aim of
the resolution is to confirm the resolution passed at the
Hamburg Congress, but all of you will not have read through the
Hamburg resolution again. Yet this should be done if to-day we
remind you of that resolution. According to the Hamburg resolu-
tion, the co-operative movement is to be a social movement. Our
movement is designed to prove its sympathy with the worl\ing
classes. We have different forms of the co-operative movement,
of varying significance, but according to what was said at the
Hamburg Congress, distributive Co-operation is the most
important branch of the movement, and why ? Because its object
i> first and foremost to transform the capitalistic system of
economy, and as a logical conclusion it is further stated in the
resolution that an agreement should be made with the Trade
Unions, so that the workers should receiMe a standard rate of pay-
ment. | will now explain to you niy reasons for referring to that
resolution. The substance of the Hamburg resolution forms tlie
basis of the line of action of our Alliance, and we have to see to it
that this resolution is carried into effect. It is the duty of the
Executive Committee to see that the provisions of the resolution
are put into practice. | think that everyone who wishes to
collaborate in the work of the I.C.A. will approve this resolution.
Now, in the paper observations are made in regard to the relations
between the different types of Co-operation in England, Germany,
France, etc. | have in particular to refer to Germany. We have
in that country credit societies, agricultural and other societies.
But how dp they stand with regard to the Hamburg resolution
and the transformation of the capitalistic system? They are
opponents of the Trade Unions—quite apart from payment
according =to tariffs. They will }iot even accept the wages
of the Trade Unions. In my opinion, we have no right to open
back-doors in order to admit all those who are not permitted
to enter by the front-door. Then it will be said that all forms of
Co-operation should be represented. We German Co-operators
are of the opinion that one link together with other links—the one
working as willingly as the other—will contribute to the improve-
ment of the moral and material position of the working classes,
and for this reason we wish to support the I.C.A. If we wish to
do this, only those can be members of the Alliance who recognise
the resolution. Then you must carry it into effect, and so prove,
not only in words, but also in deeds, that you seriously mean to
put this principle into practice. (Applause.)

The President : Ladies and gentlemen. | want you to help me.
If ten minutes be allowed to each speaker |I cannot keep to the
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time-table. Sbould we not liavt* five minutes only to ciu*li spoahor
now ?

The delegates agreed to this suggestion, and the 71’i:ksii)f.nt
intimated that that would now be the rule.

Dr. Totomiaxz (Moscow): | entirely agree with Mr. Williams’
report, but | should like to add a few remarks and give a few
examples with regard to other countries. 1 agree with Mr. liorenz
that in Germany there is nrnch division between the different
forms of Co-operation. There are, however, countries in which you
find the ideal, for instance, Russia and lItaly, where different forms
of Co-operation are represented in national unions. It is also much
easier to agree nationally, and if we do not do so there will never
be a union of distributive societies or an international union which
performs international tasks. If you really wish to accomplish
much, you must agree with the principles of the workingmen’s
unions, that is. if you desire to further the industrial production
of distributive societies. We recently held a Congress at Kieft.
when almost all forms of Co-operation were represented, and nuu-li
satisfaction was expres.<?ed therewith. At the niorniijp session each
section held its own meeting, and aftenvards all met together for
the discussion of general subjects. This wus tlie third of suc-h
Congresses held in Kussia. and not once has there been a split.
The co-operative movement has been fortunate in Kussia, as also
in other countries where the different sections are imited. They
grasp the fact that the co-operative movement is a movement that
requires to be organised nationally. | think you only need to
remember such names as Godin, Leclaire, Schulze-Delitscli. and
others.

Professor stai dixoeh (Darmstadt): Mr. Williams has brought
up a controversial question which 1 thought had been settled
long ago. | believed that there would not be another
dispute about the division of the various forms of Co-
operation and the loose unity of co-operative societies.
I thought that a decision had been come to on this
point long ago. It is stated by Mr. Williams in his paper that
at the first Congress it was decided to include in the Alliance
all forms of Co-operation, whether they adopted the principle of
co-partnership or not. Whoever ventures to take up co-partner-
ship for pedagogical reasons, well, let him do so. This point, how-
ever, remains to be discussed : Who pays the profit? The profit is
obtained from the customers. 'He who has many customerFgels
rich, and he who lias not remains poor. (Laughter and applause.)
With regard to the relations between co-operative societies, we
must endeavour to unite them in our Alliance. We wish that all
co-operative societies were aflfiliated to our Alliance, as it would
then be still more of an international alliance. Our Alliance should
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endeavour to bring about a closer connection between production
and consumption. We must work towards this end in cases where
this connection has not yet been established. It is not our fault,
but is due to the obstinacy and autocracy of the productive
societies, which refuse to collaborate witli the distributive

societies. (Loud applause.)

Mr. PoissoN’ (Paris): | have only a few Avords to address to
Congress. | am afraid that there is some ambiguity with regard to
the proposed resolution and the paper which has just been read,
and that this misunderstanding is merely due to a question of
friendship and good fellowship. The paper was presented to us
by one of the men who has most sympathy with us, and whose
devotion, activity, and efforts we all appreciate. This question is,
however, too important to permit of our being guided merely by
feelings of friendship. 1 do not think that the paper and the
resolution agree, in fact they contradict one another. In order
to convince yourselves of this, all you have to do is to read through
the paper and the resolution. Mr. WiUiams presented his paper
to the Committee of the Alliance at Basle, where his colleagues
were not unanimous in agreeing with his ideas. | even think that
the majority of the members of the Committee were opposed to
Mr. Williams' paper. France has since pre.cented to the Com-
mittee, through its delegates, a motion whicli confined itself to
recalling the Hamburg resolution, and we supported the motion
which was brought forward, taking away, however, what one
might call the chief thing, tliat which underlay Mr. Williams'
paper, and reducing the motion to a mere reminder of the Hamburg
Congress. The goodwill which before the Congress we showed
through friendship for Mr. Williams would now result in a
dangerous misunderstanding with regard to an important matter.
On the other hand, we realise the spirit which animates Mr.
Williams’ paper. We know what he thinks. We find, however,
in the paper two things which arc becoming more and more
removed from the Alliance. An old acquaintance of its youth—
profit-sharing, which for about twelve years has almost dis-
appeared, and which comes back more or less directly, but always
receives the welcome which ripe age accords an acquaintance qf
its wild youth. (Laughter.) In Mr. Williams’ paper there is an
idea that the Alliance should be merely a philosophic and
f,hftorpt,ic.Rl movement of men for Co-operation consider”™ from thr~
theoretical, sentimental, and romantic point of view; this is not
the~~ e aV~”™. At the time we are concemed wilItfT a
practi”™l organisation, a federation of institutions composed for
the greater part of workers, either agricultural or industrial, but,
above all, of members of the proletariat. This is precisely what is
contained in the resolution, but not in Mr. Williams’ paper. The
resolution says that the Hamburg Congress must be recalled, that
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is to say, that the fact must be remembered that the distributive
societies are the back-bone of the co-operative movement, that
without excluding the others, it is these which bring us nearer to
the co-operative goal. In conclusion, therefore, | would say that
Mr. Wifiiams' paper would be a step backward, and that the
resolution would be a step forward. Those who vote for tlie
resolution will be voting against the paper. (Laughter and

applause.)

Dr. Karpeles (Vienna): Mr. Williams should have pointed
out the importance of the productive co-operative societies,
instead of which he sought to belittle the importance of the
distributive societies. If he quoted passages from Mrs.
Webb’'s book demonstrating the limits of the distributive move-
ment he should also have quoted passages with regard to the
productive societies, and also the passage in which Mrs. Webb
points out that the reception of all the various types of society
into the British Union is not proof of toleration, but of the
absence of discernment. It is true that the distributive societies
are not yet in a position to organise the export of padlocks to
South Africa, but these societies can well bear this reproach.
The truth is that there are no other limits to tlie distributive
movement than the narrowness and indifference of the working

classes.

Mr. Angst (Basle): Fellow co-operators, in his paper Mr.
Williams says that it is desired that as many agricultural
societies as possible should join the Alliance. This desire may
apply to Great Britain and a few other countries, but it does,
not apply in any way to our agricultural societies in Switzerland.
All our agricultural societies have banded themselves together
into powerful peasants organisations, and have acquired sucli
strength that they, control the highest authorities in our country,
and if we were to express the wish that they should join our
International Co-operative Alliance we should at the best call
forth a sympathetic-smile at what would be regarded as weakness
on our part and our suggestion would be sternly rejected. In
my opinion the inclusion of the Swiss peasants co-operative
societies would weaken and maim the activity of our Alliance.
The interests of the Swiss agricultural societies are diametrically
opposed to our interests. |1 do not understand what interests
the Alliance can have in common with the agricultural societies.
The Peasants Union in Switzerland is the bitterest enemy of our
co-operative movement, and seeks to hinder our development in
eveiy possible way. This union fears that the consumers'
societies will unfavourably influence the prices it has fixed, and,
therefore, it seeks to suppress the formation of co-operative
distributive societies. The Peasants’ Union prefers to trade
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with priviite custoiiiei-s, for it is lirnily convinced that the
unorganised consumer can do less than tlie organised in opposition
to its interests. If this peasants’ organisation makes any profits
it- divides them according to the number of shares held by each
member. It does not divide the profits as we do in our working-
men's organisations, but in the manner adopted by the limited
liability companies, in which the greatest amount of dividend
goes to the one who has the largest number of shares. Such
are the methods of the agricultural qgo-operative societies in
Switzerland, and | do not think that it is in the interests of the
Alliance to “m it them. If you read the resolution and compare
it with Mr. Williams' paper you will find that there is a difference
by no means small between them. The reason for it is this.
Air. Williams submitted his report to the Central Committee at
the last meeting held in Basle. This report was only partially
approved; and, therefore, remained the property of Mr. Williams.
The Committee wished, however, to draw its own conclusions
on this question, and has, therefore, laid this resolution before
you, which coiresponds to the resolution passed at the Hamburg
Congress. This explains the conceptions of Mr. Williams, which
are more philosophical. We are, however, here to deal with
practical matters. There is practically a contradiction between
Ivir. Williams’ report and the resolution, and whoever votes for
the report opposes the resolution, and whoever votes for the
resolution opposes the report.

Mr. B rauk (Miillieim); Ladies and gentlemen, | should like to
say a few words with regard to the opinions expressed by Mr.
Lorenz, which, in ni}- opinion, reveal the true position. If there
N\as anyone who did not know that though nominally the English-
men hold sway in the International Co-operative Alliance, in
practice the Central Union at Hamburg holds the power, they
must have been convinced of this fjict bj* the words of Mr.
Lorenz. The Central Union at Hamburg lays down the law which
opens the doors of the Alliance to certain types of society and
shows the International Alliance the necessity for close union
between Co-operation, the Social-Democratic Party, and the
Trade Unions.

The well-known fact that the Hamburg Union already
manages the Alliance is proved by the circumstance that Mr.
Lorenz dared to demand in the naanner he did that the point of
view of the Central Union at Hamburg on co-operative matters
should decide the action of the 1.C.A.

The character of the Central Union at Hamburg being what it
is its lepresentatives will endeavour to hinder the universal and
neutral nature of the Alliance from being manifested at its
Congresses, as has been the case at this Congress: a telegram
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ol thaiilvs ill >vsj)oiisi' to tin* t.flogiiiin of greeting troiii t)if Socijil-
lenio<Tatic ]*artv at Cihis”gow, grace said l)y a servant ol ti»>
Churcli ; the singing of the National Anthem at official gatlierings.

The opinions expressed to-day hy Mr. Lorenz provide lood
for thought for all neutral and non-distributive co-oixTative
societies. They must ask themselves whether they can lomain
affiliated to un organisation which acts on the lines laid down

by Mr. Lorenz.

Mr. williams, replying to the discussion, said he would reply
only to essential points. In the first place, he said lie never had
advocated the inclusion, either in national unions or in the
Alliance, of alJl co-operative societies, but only ol all true
co-operative societies—a distinction which was very well
recognised. They had been told that in Germany tliere were
societies calling themselves co-operative which did not pay fail-
wages. Of course, they should never have these in their national
unions or in the International Alliance. (Applause.) If they
did not pay fair wages they were not truly co-operative, but
they w'ould find societies of that sort, in every class if tliev
loolied carefully. He had been told that there was some conflict
between his paper and the resolution, but then the Congress
was not a<ked to approve of his pajMr but to aj)prove ol the
resolution. There were all sorts of things in the paj)er, and he
flattered himself that he had succeeded in raising a discussion.
What he wanted to bring out was that while the consumers’
movement was great and powerful and had a magnificent future
there was no evidence before them that it could do everything
that Co-operation was destined to do for the workers of all
coimtries, and he wanted to express the opinion that the door
should be left open for all true forms of Co-operation, so that all
found to be working for the good of the workers in the difTerent
countries might be welcome. Replying to the remarks of 1)r.
Karples, Mr. Williams said he had not dwelt upon the short-
comings of consumers’ or of any other soc-ieties. What he liad
dwelt upon was the limits of possible action as laid down by the
chief of the English champions (Mrs. Webb), who had pointed
out that outside the great work open to the societies of consumers
there were other very important spheres of work whicli could
not, in her opinion, be realised by these societies. She might
perhaps not be right in that, but all he had done was to indicate
the need for keeping the Alliance open to other forms of
Co-operation. Referring to Mr. Angst, who had pointed out that
the aims of the societies in the towns and of the agricultural
societies in the country were so opposed that they could not
join the same national union, Mr. Williams said he quite
recognised that that could be so, and it might be impossible to get
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them into the snnie national union, but he did contend that where
it was possible to get them into the national union it was a
useful thing to do. (Applause.) And there was no reason why
they shouW not get these societies into the International Alliance.
(Applause.) He had been accused of saying something in favour
of co-partnership. That was true, but he reminded thfe Congress
that co-partnership betw”~n workingmen doing work in the
co-operative factories and the consumers who were using these
productions was very different from the co-partnership between
the capitalist-employer and the worker. He had been accused
also of having raised a question of principle that had brought
about a great fight in that Congress. Well, it had been a very
good-natured fight— (laughter)—but he had not raised this
guestion, it had been raised in the columns of the ‘ Bulletin,’
where it was stated that the Alliance was destined to be an
alliance of consumers. In conclusion, Mr. Williams asked the
delegates to refei’ to the resolution passed at Hamburg, and
he urged them to pass his resolution now and to think what they

liked about the paper.

NIr. Lorexz (Hamburg), in a personal explanation, pointed
out that the Hamburg Congress resolution was adopted
unanimously, and that the representatives of the West German
I'nion were, of course, included awongi”t its supporters. They
were, therefore, under an obligation to support that resolution.

The Prksidext said that the Central Committee had placed
"before them the resolution. Would they, he said, decide by vote
whetiier to accept it or not?

The resolution was unanimously adopted.

A Message from the French Minister of Labour.

The PXIESIDEXT announced that a telegram had been received
from Mr. Hexri Cherox (Minister of Labour in the French
Oovernment). It was as follows : “ | had asked Mr. Charles Gide,
the eminent professor of the Faculty of Law in Paris, to represent
me at your important Congress. As he is unable to attend
Glasgow, | express to you my regrets, and offer you my best
\\ishes for the success of your work.’'’ (Applause.)

It was decided by Congress to send the following reply: “ The
Xinth International Co-operative Congress, representing the
A\orkers of many countries, begs to thank you for your gracious
telegram, and to express the earnest desire for the progress and
perpetual friendship of all nations.” (Applause.)

Congress then adjourned.



FOURTH SESSION OF CONGRESS,

Thursday, August 28th, 191S,

At 9-15 a.m.

The President formally opened the proceedings, and Mr.
Aneurix W ittiams announced the receipt of a letter of congratula-
tion from the Penge Co-operative Society, England. A telegram
had also been received by Professor Totomianz ask'ing him to
convey to the International Congress the greetings of the Russian
Co-operative Congress then being held at KiefT.

The PuESIDEXT then aimounged that, through some unexpected
change in the arrangements, the German delegates found it
necessary that they should leave Glasgow that morning, instead
of on Friday morning. On behalf of the Congress, he wished
their German friends a safe return to tlie Fatherland, and God-
speed in their co-operative work. (Applause.)

Mr, K\ufm\nx (Hamburg): Fellow co-operators, it is my duty
to inform you that to our great regret, owing to special circum-
stances, a large number of the German delegates will be obliged
to leave the Congress before the termination of the proceedings.
In acquainting you with this fact, 1 must express tlie hearty thanks
of the German delegates to the British co-operators. Of all the
Congresses held in our movement, we may say that this Congress
held in Scotland is quite the best. It may be said that from j-ear
to year the influence and importance of our Congress increases,
and that is a sign of the progress of our movement. Apart
from this, the Congress has had a special importance for a number
of the foreign delegates, owing to the fact that a students’ trip
through Great Britain has been organised in connection with the
visit to Congress. England and Scotland are model countries for
the co-operative movement, and our students’ trip has confirmed
our opinion that there is still a rich field open for the development
of the co-operative movement, and that we Continental co-
operators can learn much from our British comrades in this
respect. But it'is not only in this that the British societies are
examples to us, but, above all, in unbounded hospitality, and in
the Kindly reception which they have accorded us wherever we



have been. 1, therefore, asli the Continental delegates to exprops
their gratitude, and to join with me in three “ Hochs ” for Britidi
hospitality and the British co-operative nioveinejit.

Mr. Kaufmann’'s speech was heartily applauded by the
delegates, and cries of “ Hoch ” were given for British Co-opera-

tion by the German delegates.

The Presidekt in response said he was quite sure the German
delegates would take Idndly reminiscences of the work of
the last three or four days. British delegates won* delighted to
have the testimony of the German delegates that that had been the
best Congress ever held. (Applause.) If the Committee would
allow him to be a Scotsman for a minute, he would like to say that
they all wished the Germans, with whom they were very closely
connected, and whom they would never fight— (laughter and
applause)— every success in the splendid progress they were
making in co-operative work. He would not be astonished if
Germany were to take the lead, instead of Great Britain.

(Applause.)

The German delegates then withdrew.

Paper by Dr. 0. Sohar (Switzerland) on “ The Development
of the Co-operative Press In the interests of Co-operative
Edaoatlon.”

Dr. SCHAR briefly summarised his paper, which was us
follows:—

" If ever it was necessary for a movement to expound its aims
and the means by which it hopes to attain them, it is certainly
necessary in the case of the co-operative movement. This explaiia-
tion is essential not only to obtain as members persons who have
hitherto been unacquainted with the movement, but even more fr,i-
the sake of educating members to become true co-operators. In
the case of a co-operative society being able to offer its members
immediate material advantages, there is no great difficulty in
obtaining members, and everyone who has tlie opportunity ef
becoming affiliated to a certain branch of the movement will do
so without much persuasion, provided that no injury is likely to
befall the special interests of his position and vocation. The fact
of becoming affiliated 10 @ oo-operative society does not imply that
one is necessarily a true co-operator, since a person drawn from
among the adherents Of the present system of individ\ial profit-
making does not at once come to think rightly with regard t'i
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social matters. It is therefore necessary that the leaders of co-
operative societies should make all possible efforts to inspire their
members with the co-operative spirit, thereby educating them
to become true co-operators. There are a number of types of
co-operative societies which, in accordance with the intentions of
their leaders, have been built up on a rather individualistic basis,
and whose membership comprises but a comparatively small por-
tion of economic life. These societies wish to add their quota to
the present-day competitive and profit-making sj'stem, instead
of helping to abolish it. To such as these the education of true
co-operators does not app>ear to be altogether essential. On the
other hand, it is the full intention and desire of a true distributive
society or workingmen’'s productive society to become integral
societies, and thus the question of co-operative education is a
matter of vital importance to them. Thus we find that distributive
societie-s make serious and successful endeavours to further co-
oj>erative education among their members.

“ With this end in view, special courses of instruction are
arranged for adults and children, and lectures and lantern-lectures
are held. Further, debates are arranged, reading-rooms and
libraries o])ened, addresses given, special education committees
formed, and, =finally, propaganda is undertaken by means
ol the society’'s own organs or by kindred journals, etc. The
English distributive societies especially, and in recent years also
some of the Continental organisations, have «ach year devoted a
considerable amount of their profits to educational purposes. Our
task here is not to examine the aims of and the courses of instruc-
tion adopted in co-operative educational work—that alone would
form a subject of discussion which would fill agendas of several
inbernational co-operative congresses. Nor have we to discuss
various other means to be employed in the education of members ;
we are to-day exclusively interested in the consideration of the
co-operative Press as a means of education.

" This limitation of the question can be set without hesitation,
since education bj® rheans of the co-operative Press is the most
important of the means mentioned above. Its efficiency can only
be compared with the oral lecture. Although the spoken word is
undoubtedly the most direct and effective method, it is not, how-
ever, possible to reach every member of a society as regularly in
this way as it is by means of the Pi»ess.

“ The pioneers of-the co-operative movement considered that
the Press not only served the purposes of co-operative propaganda,
but that it was also of the utmost importance for the education
and enlightenment of members. This fact is apparent in Dr.
King's ' Co-operator,” a periodical published from 1828 to 1829,
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which Dr. Hans Muller has onoe brought to light* It is true that
this paper did not appear for v«rv long, and, so far as the writer
knows, many decades elapsed befozie a journal was published which
was entirely devoted to the subject of Co-operation. According
to the ' International Press Directory," which was pubHshed by
the International Co-operative Alliance in 1909, the oldest co-
operative periodical in existence must be the organ of the Qerznan
General Union, which was edited by Schulze-Delitzsch in 1861,
under the title of ‘Die Innung der Zukunft' (Guild of the
Future), and is now published as °‘ Blaetter fur Genossen-
schaftswesen.” Next to the *Innung der Zukunft,’ the * Co-opera-
tive News, ' which began to appear in 1870, is the oldest paper.

“ During the years that followed, the growth of the co-opera
tive Press was very slow, since, according to the Press Directory
mentioned above, only 86 co-operative periodicals were published
during the period 1871 to 1895. During the five -ensuing years,
1896-1900, the number of new periodicals had increased by 20;
whilst from 1901 to 1908 there was an increase of ‘568. It was
impossible to ascertain the date of the first appearance of 28 other
journals. In recent years there has been a considerable increase
in the number of new periodicals which are devoted to Co-opera-
tion, more especially in the Slavonic countries. It is, however
unnecessary to ascertain the exact number for the purpose of this
paper. From the facts given in the Press Directory,
a survey of the position of the co-operative Press at the
beginning of 1909 in relation to the total number of members of
co-operative societies in the different countries has been made;
we give the results of this survey below. The figures with regard
to the membership of the co-operative societies are taken from
the secénd Year Book of the International Co-operative Alliance.

“ *Nons.-*"Th© writer of tbiyiaper has recently received the following-
;raluable infonnation from Dr. Handing: —

“ At the base of Dr. William King's co-operative propaganda lie
~jal-educational tendencies which are to b© attributed to the influence
of the renowned Swiss pedagogues, Heinrich Pestalozzi and Emanuel
von Fellenberg. King And Lady Byron wished to make use of Fellen-
berg's Hofwyl educational system for the co-operative societies which
were to be estNiblished in England on the lines of the Brighton Society.
According to Holyoake, the first English journal to represent the co-
operative movement was the ‘' Economist,” published by Mudie; in 1868
this was chan”d into the *Social Economist,’” under the leadership_of
Holyoake and £. O. Greening. The first issue of the earlier *Economist’
was dated 27th January, 1821. On the title-page it was stated that the
purpose and programme of the journal was to expound the new “stem
ot I™"bert Owen. In one of the 1821 numbers we read: ' TTie secret is
oat: it is unrestrained Co-operation on the part of all the members for
every purpose of social life.” The journal was the organ of the * Co”jpera-
tive and &onomical Society.’
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Jt was impossible to ascertain in each case the corresponding
figures for 1908 and 1909, hence the figures for the two years do
not entirely agree.  This will, however, not affect the* general

survej' to any gi-eat extent.

“ In the two-volume work on RoJiert Owen by Frank Podtnore (London.
1906), in addition to tlie ‘' Co-operator ' of Dr. King, of Brighton, a few
other co-operative periodicals of that time are mentioned—the ‘ British
C-o-oMrator,” the ' Co-operative Miscellany,” and the ' Ix>ndon CcM)pera-
tive Magasine.” Of these journals, the first two disappeared after less
than a year, whilst the last-named (the * London Co-operative Magazine),
with varying fortune and under various names, appeared from January!
1826, until the end of 1830. The ‘' Co-operative and Economical Society ’
mentioned above was founded on the lines of the ‘ Verein fiir Soziales
Genossenschaftswesen,” established in Berlin in 1897, which takes an
important place in the history of the German distributive oo-OTerative
movement, and which published a journal under the title of ' Der Pionier.’
The first German co-operative periodical to represent distributive organi-
sation in the modern sense wasj however, the ‘ Genossenschaftlichej-
Wegweiser,” published in Berlin from 1894 to 1900. The co-operative
programme of V. A. Huber was taken up by this journal. Huber's
earlier journal, ‘' Oincordia (1849-1850), of whicli 27 numbers appeared,
may well be railed in a certain sense the first (ierman co-operative

journal. ‘

TABLE |.—JrGsITIOV OF THE CO-OPERATIVE PRESS. 1908-9.

) . Approximate ; Percentage of
Number of 1Circnlation total number 1 Co-operator>
Co-operative IstJanuary. of all members wlio subscribe'

Periodicals. 1909. of Co-oi>erative to a Co-openi-
Societies.1906-9 tiveNewBI)apcr.

AuBtria = 8 15,000 i 2,400,000 0-6
Hungary ... 3 9.300 800,000 11
Belgium ... 3 14,800 . 500,000 2-8
Denmark ... .. 1 9,600 i 614,200 14
France ... 7 27,350 800,000 34
Germany ... ... 17 316,200 . 4,800,000 7
Italy.....cccooc. s 12 ? ~ 1,460,000 °
Netherlands 8 19,000 . 355,000 5
Norway 2 14,500 . 100,000 14-5
Bonmania ... 3 7,800 - 442,000 1-8
Russia = e 3 4,600 5,800,000 008
Finland 4 31,100 = 200,000 155
Serria 1 i 1,000 60.000 16
Spain . 19,000 80,000 24
Sweden ... 2 . 23,700 160,000 15
Switzerland ~  ............ 10 1 153,550 375,000 11
United Kingdom ............. 50 1 745,550 2,750,000 27
UnitedStatesof America... 3 i 1,760 60,000 13

1

“ The insight into the position of the Co-operative Press
gained from the above table is inexact in that the strength of
tlie Co-operative Press is placed in relation to the total number
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of co-oi)eratois in a country. Jt is therefore inexact, as certain
types of Co-operation have no co-operative journals, or only t>uch
journals as have a very small circulation. If one were to arrango
these co-operative periodicals according to the different branches
of the moveriient which they serve tliere would remain only a
.small number of periodicals which are in the service of a number
of branches of Co-operation., The mujoritv are designed to further
the development of a certain branch of the movement—for
instance, distributive C-o-operatiou, including building societies
and their central unions, productive societies, credit societies,
and agricultiu al societies. The organs of the distributive societies
predominate, not only in point of number (83 out of a total of
14G—see tlie table on page 45 of the International Press
Directory), but also with regard to their circulation. Of the total
circulation calculated at the end of 190S, viz., 1,458,800 copie.s.
about 1,250,000 were copies of the organs of the distributive
societies and their centi'al unions which had been subscribed for.
The circulation of the organs of all the other branches of Co-opera-
tion was about 200,000. These figures ]>rove better than words
that tljat branch of the Co-operative Movement which is the most
desirous of insjiiring its members with the true co-operative
spirit, viz., distributive Co-operation, also makes the greatest
efforts in thif- direction, and has far surpassed all the other
branches of tlie movement. This circumstance, together with
tlio fact that in the International Co-operative Alliance the
distributive societies far outweigh the other societies, justifies us
in devoting sjiecial attention to the distri,butive Press, and in
considering the best means to be adopted for its further develoi-
ment.

" From the above table we see that of the countries which
have attained a high stage of development with regard to
Co-operation, the United Kingdom,' Germany, and Switzerland
take the lead, both absolutely and relatively, in so far as the
development and strength of the Co-operative Press is colicerned.
Although there must have been some change in the figures since
1908, they certainly have not decreased. For instance, in
Switzerland the circulation of the distributive Press, as repre-
sented by the organs of the Union of Swiss Distributive Societies,
has increased from 140,250 copies at the end of 1908 to 201,170
copies at the end of 1912. Taking mto consideration the fact
that at the end of 1912 the Union of Swiss Distributive Societies
counted approximately 244,000 members, and that two societies
affiliated to the union, having a membership of 6,000, published
their own journals, it is evident that only a small percentage of
the total number of members do not receive a co-operative jour)ial
periodically. If the large distributive society at Geneva decides,
as is expected, to Subscribe collectively to ‘La Co-operation ' for
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all its members, which number approximately 20,000, we may
well say that the Union of Swiss Distributive Societies lias
attained its aim, viz., to foster the insight in modern economics
and the co-operative education of its members by regularly
entering into communication with its aEBliated societies and their
members. The advance made by Switzerland on all the other
countries—"the United Kingdom not excepted—in regard to the
development of the co-operative distributive Press justifies me
in shortly depicting this development, and in showing th«
advantages v~hich may be derived therefrom by other countries.
“ The oldest purely co-operative journal in Switzerland is the
‘ Genossenschafter,’ which is the organ of the Union of East
Swiss Agricultural Societies. This paper was first published in
1891, and was sent every week by post to all members of the
agricultural societies affiliated to the union. The local societies!
subscribed collectively to the paper for their members, paying
Is. 10d. instead of the usual price (2ls. 2d.), whilst the remaining
4d. was borne by the union. Thus' the individual members of
the union received gratis copies of the periodical. The circulation
will not far exceed the total number of members (about 12,000).
The second Swiss co-operative periodical was first published in
1893, at the suggestion of the late Stefan Gschwind, a
co-operative pioneer, under the title of ‘' Baueru—uiid Arbeiter-
bund Baselland.” This periodical is published fortnightly, and is
the organ of the sections of the Peasants and Working Men 3
League in the district of Basle, which is a social political associa-
tion, and also of the Birseck productive and distributive society
at Oberwil. It has a circulation of rather more than 3,000 copies,
the annual subscription being Is. 7°d. per cop}. Since 1900
the distributive society at Winterthur has published a periodical
on the lines of the English * Records,” which appears at least 15
times during the year, and is supplied to members gratis. The
Union of Swiss Distributive Societies, which at the present time
holds the record with regard to the distribution of its periodicals
among its members, was comparatively late in deciding to publish
its own journals for the enlightenment of its members on matters
pertaining to Co-operation. Although the union was founded
in 1890, it was not until 1897 that a ‘' Korrespondenzblatt,” in
guarto form, was published fortnightly, containing articles m
French and German. The matter of merchandise was also taken
up in this journal. Only a limited number of copies were
subscribed for by the societies affiliated to the union, these being
destined for the members of the committees. After having
appeared for four years, this paper was replaced by the present’
organ, ‘' Schweizerischer Konsumverein,” which was published
every week. During the first year it contained reports on the
general market, and a s])ecial portion, generally consisting of
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two pages, called ' Le Cooperateur Suisse,” contained articles
in French. Although the paper was intended chiefly for com-
mittees, some of the societies affiliated to the union aubftcribea
to it for a fairly large number of their members. In 1901 the
delegates of societies affiliated to the union decided that it should
be compulsory for every society belonging to the union to sub-
scribe for a certain number of copies (according to the number
of committee members), so that in 1902, without fear of
weakening the first joiimal, it was po6sible to publish a second,
the ‘ Genossenschaftliches Volksblatt,’” which was intended for
all members. This step was facilitated by a large number of
societies, members of the union, pledging tI™"mselves to subscribe
collectively to the paper for all their members. This paper was
at firt published fortnightly, one of the first and most important
collective subscribers being the distributive society at Basle,
which, with its large membership, would have been quite well
able to publish its own organ. It preferred, however, to leave
the publication of the journal to the union, in order that it might
at the outset have a wide circulation, and thus make it possible
to offer it to other societies affiliated to the union at a low price.
The number of collective subscribers to this popular journal
increased from year to year, this being due to an extensive
propaganda carried out by the secretary of the Union of Swiss
Distributive Societies, and to the gratifying experieneeK which
collective subscribers had made with their members as a result
of subscribing collectivelv.

“ These experiences justified the hope that an organ published
ill French on the same lines would be well received, and from
January, 1904, onwards a fortnightly journal, imder the title
‘La Coc™ration,” was ' published for the French-»peaking
members of the societies fA*™at«d to the union, in the same way
as the ' Genossenschaftliches Volksblatt ' is designed for those
speaking German. With the appearance of ‘' La Cooperation.’
tiat partof theofficial organ, the * Schweizerischer Konsumverein,'
which had hitherto been published in French, was no longer
issued, since from 1902 onwards the report on merchandise has
appeared as a separate publication in the two languages. As the
number of Swiss distributive co-operators speaking the French
language is c<msiderably smaller than that of those speaking
German, the number of subscribers to ‘ La Cooperation ' did not
increase as rapidly as that of those who subscribed to the
' Genossenschaftliches Volksblatt.  Nevertheless, the results
were so satisfactory that at the beginning of 1906 it was decided
to publish a fortnightly organ in Italian, *La Cooperazione.’ In
1906 a change was introduced into the ‘ Volksblatt,” viz., that a
weekly edition should be issued in addition to the fortnightly.
This weekly edition was at first intended solely for the members

M
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of the distributive society at'Basle. Tlie board of administration
oi-this society considered that, owing to the large trade done with
their members, they ought to establish relations with them more
frequently than had previously been the case. The directorat-e
of the Union of the Swiss Distributive Societies met the wishes
of the Basle distributive society by placing at their disposal a
weekly edition at the same price as the fortnightly issue; the
weekly edition was, however, considerablj’ smaller than the
fortnightly had been. It was possible to supply the new edition
»t the same price, as the more frequent publication did not
totail greater expense, since the distributive society at Basle
had alwaj-R imdertaken the distribution of the ‘' Genossen-
schaftliches Volksblatt * among its members, whereas all the
other copies had to be sent by post. It was at the outset
decided not to distribute the journals at the societies’ branches,
since in this way only members who were desirous of acquiring
knowledge of Co-operation would take a copy with them ; while,
on the other hand, others would not fetch it regularly, or indeed
trouble about it at all. It was, therefore, agreed that it would
be a decided advantage and lead to an appreciation of co-operative
literatiu"e if copies were sent by post to the address of every
emember.

“ A further advance was made in 1912, when the distributive
society at Basle expressed its approval of a small increase in
the amount of subscription, and decided to increase the size
of its small weekly issue of the ' Genossenschaftliches Volksblatt ’
to that of the large fortnightly edition, since by so doing it
woxjld be possible to make the large w'eekly edition accessible
to a greater number of collective subscribers. A considerable
number «of societies affiliated to the uni<m availed themselves
of this opportunity, so that'in 1912 the weekly edition gained
about 10,000 new. subscribers. The latest project, which is to
be carried into effect towards the end of 1913, is the publication
of an illustrated monthly periodical, in which controversial
subjects are to be avoided, and which is chiefly intended for
women and children.

“ The following table provides information with regard to the
development of the organs of the Union of Swiss Distributive
Societies, and we have also included figures giving the total
membership of and. the trade done by the societies affiliated
to the union, in order to point out the causes which have con-
tribut-ed to the increase in membership and sales, the increase
in sales being partly attributable to the work undertaken in the
sphere of co-operative education ;—
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“ It is evident from the figures shown that the co-operative
periodicals which have the widest circulation are those which
are intended for disfcributioa among the members. That there
are such a latge number of subscribers is explained by the fact
that the societies affiliated to the union subscribe collectivelv
to the journals at their own expense, and have them sent by
post to their members, so that the individual members do not
contribute directly towards the subscription. The paper is sent
to members, although perhaps they do not at first wish to receive
it; but so long as they remain members of the society they are
Tinable to escape it. We have repeatedly found that persons who
have at first only taken the paper because it was supplied to
them griatis have become, in couree of time, zealous co-operators.
The individual societies are quite able to meet the expense of
subscribing to the periodicals, since the amount of subscription is
comparatively small.' The annual subscription for the weekly
edition is Is. 6d. per member, and for the fortnightly edition
10d. per annum, postage included. Since the begnning of 1913
there lias been a slight increase owing to an augmentation in
the cost of printing. A co-operative society easily recovers
the money spent in this respect* since, as a result of reading
the jounals, every member, almost without exception, increases
his purchases from the society to the amount of 8s. to 16s.—
in fact, as a general rule several times the necessary amount is
realised. In addition to the collective subscribers, who naturally
pay a special rate, there are individual subscribers: these are,
however, inconsiderable in number.

‘ That the members of the union are able to regularly obtain
a co-operative periodical at such a small cost is further explained
by the fact that, in accordance with co-operative principle, many
individuals are supplied collectively, and thus form a capable
whole. A large circulation which is achieved by the concentration
on one organ of all the societies affiliated to the union makes it
possible to offer the paper at a low cost. Further, the Union of
Swiss Distributive Societies undertakes to meet the deficit which
may result from the publication of periodicals which have only
a small circulation, since it is in the interest of the co-operative
movement to do so. The union also refuses to increase the
amount of subscription which a calculation of the costs warrants.

“ It is characteristic of those periodicals which are int“ended
for members that they have not exactly the same contents.
They consist of two parts—“the first part being compiled by
the central editorial office for all subscribers, while the second
and local part, which is placed at the disposal of the subscribing
society, is the work of their local editors. This part varies
according to the number of members of the collective subscribers,
from the twelfth part of a page (societies the membership of
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ewhich is 100 or less) to a whole page (societies with 1,000 or
more members). The General Distributive Society at Basle
. has even two pages of the weekly edition placed at its disposal;
and, similarly, the ‘' Lebensmittelverein,” at Zurich, has two
pages of the fortnightly issue of the ‘ Genossenschaftliohes
Volksblatt.” As a rule, the fourth page is left for local informa-
tion, whilst the societies at Basle and Zurich make use of both the
third and fourth pages. Collective subscribers whose information
does not fill a whole page insert the infonnation of other societies
in a similar position, so that the membei'S pf small societies see
from the local part of the paper what is being done by the other
societies of a similar size.

“ According to this aiTangerhent, which is on the lines
followed by the English co-operative periodical, the ' Wheateheof,’
although different in form, the membei-s of the societies affiliated
to the Union of Swiss Distributive Societies are in regular
communication with both the leading authorities and their own
distributive societies. The chief editorial office devotes the first
two or three pages to matters of general interest, which are
designed to educate the readers into becoming true co-operators,
whilst the columns placed at the disposal of the subscribing
societies naturally contain commercial information, advertise-
ment-s, of new commodities, price lists and changes in prices,
iitformatiou with regard to committees, official aimouncements,
annual reports, etc. There are, however, editors of the local part'
who in the space allotted to them publish information of an
instructive nature, maxims, etc., and who from time to time
either draw attention to co-operative principles or repeat them
The leading authorities of the union facilitate the work of the
local editors by supplying them, on request, with information
published by other societies affiliated to the union, and they also’
place at their disposal for use at any time a series of co-operative
epigrams which would be sufficient to fill the space at their'
disposal in one issue.

“ These papers intended for the members play a very special
part in the establishment of new disti-ibutive societies in localities
where these organisations for self-help have not hitherto been
known. In order to help the initiators in the difficult task of
establishing societies in such localities, and to assist them to
gain members and to explain the movement, the Union of Swiss
Distributive Societies places at their disposal for a limited length
of time gratis copies of the ' Genossenschaftliches Volksblatt ' (oi'

La Cooperation ' or ‘' Cooperazione '), grants them the use of
part of the fourth page (the space varying according to the number
of members), and usually allows this local part to be compiled by
one of its employees who is acquainted with the local conditions
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Apd is mexperienced iu the difficulties pf .establishing societieg.
Ci>then\ise tlie editorship of the local portion is generally entrust'ed
tp the committee members or employees of the society in question ;
‘in medium-sized or large societies the task is usually undertaken
.by the manager. The local portion will naturally be mpre o
SLUCcessful, frcMn the point of view of co-operative education,
According to the literary inclinations of the person who edits it.
,The suggestion has been made that in the individual societies
.affiliated, to the union, more especially the larger societies, a
special official—a kind of secretary of .the society, -such as do
jaot present exist in Switzerland in the case of single
societies—should be trained to edit the local portion, or thrat
the local portion of various societies should be compiled by one
person. As this local port-ion, in order to Arouse the interest
oE members, should differ from the wusual business circular,
without leaving out of consideration the fact that the members
be encouraged to conceutrat-e their pm-chasing power in
their own society, all effoi-t, must be directed towards this by no
means easy task. ,

“ In order to give those taking part iu the Congi-ess an
opportunity of judging how this task is performed, the complete
1912 issue of the edition published by the *‘ AUgemeiner
Konsumverein, m at Basle, will be on view during Congress.
In this edition, at least iu my opinion, this tusk of explaining
Co-operation and of pmviding co-operative education has been
well carried out. The ‘ Unione Cooperative,” at Milan,, has
also-verj- carefully arranged for the editing of its organ, ‘ ldea
CoopeiTitiva.” The society ‘' Produktion,” at Hamburg, provides
mvery admirably for the editing of it-s local journal, which usually
takes the fomi of a supplement to the German ‘ Konsum-
genossenschaftliche Volksblatt. The German. Wholesale Society
has also, in a monthly supplement to the ‘ Konsumgenossen-
sehaftliche Volksblatt,” the propaganda journal of the Central
I'nion of Geniian Distributive Societies, set itself the task of
enlightening readers on commercial matters.

“ Also 'supplements of various kinds to the 6rgaus of the
I'nion of Swiss Distributive Societies are not infrequent for
local circulation. Thus often annual reports, rules, price lists,
propaganda pamphlets, special adveitisements, supplements
foi’ special occasions or annoimcing sales are added to the papey
and sent out with it to all the members. If occasionally a
certain society finds it necessary to have a larger space on the
fourth page than usually falls to its lot, the additional space
is immediately- assigned to it at a moderate charge. For
example, at Christmas time frequent use is made of this increase
iu the local portion, and the edition of a single number
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appeal’'s with 40, 50, oz even more different fourth p~es.
During 1912 the fortnightly edition of the ‘ Genossenschaftliche
Volksblatt ° had on an average 44 different vei-sions of the
foiirth page—a total of 1,146 for the year. Several of these
different ~itions will be on view during the Ck>ngress.

<" The deliver} by post, which is cxistomary in Switzerland,
pre-8upposes at the central editorial office an accurate list of
all the members of those afl&liated societies which subscribe
to the paper, and also the fact that this list is kept up to date.
Once this is done, however, the card-index system is a great
help. The central editorial office is usually quicker and better
iiiformed of changes in membership and changes of address,
etc., than are the affiliated societies themselves, and is, therefore,
often able to render good service to the latter.

“ The publication of such journals int-ended for the use of
meinbers would be considerably facilitated and the cost
diminished if private advertisements were accepted. In
consideration of the enormous circulation of these papers, such
high fees could be obtained for advertisements that a lucrative
business might be made out of the publication of these
journals. In the interests of co-operative education—to which,
however, such advertisements must in the end be of use in
some form or other—the Union of Swiss Distributive Societies
lias not taken advantage of this som-ce of income; with the
exception of advertisements of co-operative situations, private
advertisement's are not accepted. In this respect the Swiss
co-operative Press diffei-s from the ordinary' daily Press, which
often, for the sake of money, recommends in its advertisements
commodities which it should really oppose in the text of the
paper.

“ A question of great importance is how frequently these
journals for members should be published. If we examine the
Press Directory for 1908 (the table on page 48), we see that
only two journals were published twice a week, 21 appearled
\eekly, 24 fortnightly, and 84 monthly. Among the last-named,
the ' Eecords ' of the English, distributive societies are particu-
larly noticeable, these, almost without exception, appearing only
once a month.

“ The two journals which figure in the directory as appearing
twice weekh’ are not co-operative papers in the true sense of
the but only incidentally serve the interests of particular
branches of the co-operative movement. We must, therefore,
face the fact that the co-operative press has as yet only-, arrived
at publishing weekly journals, the greater number of the
publications only appearing once a fwtnight or even once a
month. In the opinion of the writer of this paper this state of
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affairs is not satisfactory. For example, the fact tliat the number
of collective subscribers to the weeklj- edition of the ‘ Geiiosseii-
sohaftliche Volksblatt ' is not. larger than it is is not due to tlu
increase in price—"this could be more than balanced by the
increased supply drawn by the members—but to the fact that
the large number of co-operative officials who are entrusted with
the task of editing the local portion shrink from the additional
work which would be entailed. It is to be expected, however,
that in course of time an alteration will take place, and we hope
that, in Switzerland at'least, the weekly edition of joum~”s
int*"ded for members will be more common them the publicatioli
of those papers at I<xiger intervals. It is most desirable, in the
interests of co-operative education, that the co-operative organs
should not appear at too long intervals. As we in Switzerland
have graduallj' progressed from a fortnightlj™ to a weekly edition,
and are still progressing, within an appreciable time we shall be
able to give information to our membei*s twice weekly; and ],
for my part, hope to live to see a co-operative daily press
established. Thua only shall we be able to oppose witli equal
weapons the efforts of the opponents of Co-operation, who now
triumph on accounts of the influence of advertisers in the daj]®
Press. It would even now be possible to give members of societies
more frequent information with regard *to the co-operative move-
ment if tlie societies would make arrangements will] newspapers
appearing at shorter intervals, e.g., daily papers, and if tht
latter would regularly devote a certain amount of space to the
societies.  Still, 1 do not recommend such a solution of the
guestion, for, apart- from other difficulties, complications would
soon arise.

“ Although there are certain characteristcs connected with
the publication of the Swiss co-operative papers for the members
of societies which the organisations of other countries might be
recommended to imitate, 1 do not know M'hether it would be
possible to copy all the characteristics—for instance, the delivery
hy post. On the other hand, we are not able to give the special
characteristics of the co-operative press in other countries.
Further, in countries where the chief educational work is carried
on in the journals intended for members, it is advisable that in
addition to these there should be journals for the officials and
the leading men of the movement. These (we mean here
principally the higher officials ~ind the members of the committees
of the societies) must have & certain knowledge of Co-operation
beforehand. A journal is necessary for this class which should
more particulariy have for its aim the deepening and
strengthening of co-operative principles and instructira in the
ratiwial mani~ement and administration of a co-operative society.
Such a journal, intended for the managers of societies, should
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ofPei- instructiou and inducement for the development of
Kjo-operative enterprise, should sometimes treat of technical
administrative questions, and should serve to strengthen the
relations between the central union and the organ of individual
local societies. Also, in all countries in which the co-operative
-distributive movement is developed there should be such papers as
the ‘' Co-opeirtive News ' and the ‘' Scottish Co-operator." These
papers now do practically all that can be expected of them, so
mthat, apart from an incretise in the number of subscriptions, there
£eems to be no possibility of development in these journals during
the next few years. It would be a very good thing if subscription
to these papw« was made compulsory for the societies in the
-countries in question, on behalf of all the co-operative officials.

“ Perhaps, however, as time goes on, still further differentia-
tion will be made in the co-operative press, viz., that, as is
already the case in England and Germany, the employees of tlie
. societies will have their own organs, or that, as is intended in
JEngland, further special journals treating of special technical
matters—or instance, technical book-keeping questions—will
iippear to be desirable, as the development of co-operative enter-
prise increases. In the same way, special co-operative journals
.appear desirable for women and children iri which importance
is attached to good illustrations. Such changes will naturally
mGome about quicker in the large countries which have a developed
<;0-operative movement than in the smaller and less-developed
mcountries.

“ These seem to me to exhaust the possibilities of the
<ievelopment of tiie co-operative press for some time to come,
ia so far as this rests chi ‘&national basis. From the international
point of view, however, there are still further possibilities of
edevelopment. In the commercial sphere it would perhaps be
=desirable to publish in time a report on the fluctuation of prices
mn the world-market, similar to the special reports on
merchandise published by the wholesale societies, in order to be
independent of the often partial information given in the current
trade and daily papers. The writer of this paper has also
-frequently felt the need, especially in view of the present debates
on and coijtiplaints of the rise in prices, of a journal in which
~ould be published, for instance, comparative price statistics
ewith regard to the retail price of similar articles of consumption
In the various countries. One of the most important problems
to be solved in the future is the question of how our present
International organ, the ‘' Bulletin,” can be developed. Without
in any way wishing to deprecate this organ, | hold the opinion that
the ‘' Bulletin ' at present seeks to fulfil two pui-poses which are
to a certain extent opposed to each other. This journal was
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originally published in the foi-m of correspoudence, and provided
:the editors =of co-operative journals in all lands with welcome
informaticm with regard to co-operative event« in other countries,
iand thus -saved them the trouble of himting through foreign
co-operative journals ior interesting event-s and articles, in so
.far as lingual diflBculties allowed* The ‘ Bulletin ' has for some
time been taken up with the reprinting of original articles either
b~ the editor or other well-known co-operators, which bear more
eespecially.upon the scientific, historical, and technical sides of
;the.movement. In this way the ‘' 3uUetin ' raises a claim to
be subscribed for and read not only by the editors of co-operative
journals, but also by the leading men of the central unions, the
v.'hcdesMes, and the individual societies. It seems to me that
one and the same periodical cannot imdertake these two tasks;
that w'the thing to be aimed at is that the International
Co-operative Alliance should publish two journals—the one in
correspondence form, which should be only foi- the editors of
,co.operative journals, and which should appear according to
requirements, at least once a week ;"in special cases—for instance,
in the event of the death of a prominent co-operator, the
annotinoement should be made by telegram tlirough one of the
'telegraphic agencies. There should also he a kind of review of
co-operative reviews, which should not only publisli original
articles of general—not exclusively particularistic-— interest, but
.should also especially report regularly upon and give summaries
of articles published in the scientific and comniercinl journals in
the various countries. Without under-es~timating the propaganda
yalue of articles on Co-operation appearing in other imp<Mi;ant
co-opersitive journals.and reviews, the plan should be adopted
;of. reproducing or giving summaries of these articles, should
they be to a certain extent interesting, in the special organ of the
international co-operative movement.

" It" will be remembered that the' representatives of the
co-operative press voiced a similar proposal at a meeting held
at Hamburg in 1910. In view of the increase ij\ the financial
resources now at the disposal of the Alliance, the publication
of such a review should not present very great difficultly.
Naturallj-, such an enterprise could not be undertaken without
an increase in the office staff, especially if, as is expected, within
an appreciable space of time the publications of the Alliance
are brought out in other languages, e.g., Scandinavian and
Slavonic.

." We may mention in passing that the secretaiial office of
the Int-eniational <?0-operative Alfiance, apart from the publica-
tion of intematiwial organs, can render valuable tissistance to the
.editors of national co-operative periodicals by supplying blocks»
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diagrams, information ou literature, traiislalious ot mai-ticles in
wliieh certuiu journals are* interested, etc. *

“ At the present.time, we .are uhabie to say WI|’\Jther it vill
be necessary at iv future date t-0 establish coiu-ses:.of training
for the editors and other-otiibials of;co-operiitive newspapers,
oi- to introduce among editors of such journals a division of
labour similar to that which now obtains among the editors of
the lai-ge daily papers. This question cannot be considered an
lu-gent matter at the present day. ]t is, however, very
important for the «development of the co-operative press that
the publication of the periodicals should not be looked upcai
as the exclusive task of the editoi's, but that the latter should
understand how to obtain the collaboration of those affiliated
members who- have the requisit-e powere. thus atiaining the
desired connection with the readers. If financial resources
permit, such contributors should be adecjuntely rewarded, in
accordance with the princ-iplf, ‘The labourer is worthy of his
hire.’

“ Finally, a question must be considert-d wliich up to the
present has only been touched upon, although it has been some-
what prejudiced by the foregoing argument.”*. The question is:
Who shall publish the co-operative journals'. Various replies
may be given to thi.s. Tlie publication iiiiglit 1'f entrusted to a
private profit-making contractor ("es usually happens in the case
of the daily papers), to an association of friends of the co-opei-ative
movement working in the common cause, to individual societies
established for this special purpose or which undertakes
publishing a side issue, or to central organisations of co-operative
societies. In my opinion, the proper publishers of co-operative
journals are the central unions, although it must be admitted
that individual co-operative societies, which generally issue
so-called ' Eecords,” co-operative societies for this pm-pose, or
friends of the movement are also in certain circumstances to
be welcomed as publishers of co-operative journals. The
publication of co-operative periodicals by an association of friends
of Co-operation- would render possible a freer exchange of
opinion than if the.periodical is issued under the direct influence
of a certain co-operative society- or union. The former would be
far less inclined than would co-operative societies or unions to
suppress any critical discussion which may arise. This con-
sideration gives rise to the opinion that, in addition to the official
and semi-official organs of the; 'societies, it is desirable that the
publication of certain independent journals acting in the interests
of the co-operative movement should be upheld.

" In the ordinary- :cour8 of events, the only publishers of
co-operative periodicals to be considered would be local or
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regional societies on the one hand, and central iinions on the
other. Both would lead to the same goal. The publication of
a special journal for each local society would mane it possible
for the paper to adapt it-self better to local requirements and
opinion than could the dgan of a large central union. Personally,
however, | recommend the Ilatter solution, which would
guarantee the greatest success. Apart from the fact that the
idea that periodicals can be published with the least financial
outlay, in accordance with tlie principle imderlying the
co-operative movement, viz., the combination of many small
forces into one large effective enterprise, is borne out by the
consideration that the principles of the co-operative movement
are the same not only for one single society, but for the whole
civilised world, and that anj separation leads to a certain
estrangement and division of co-operative forces, the maxim
“ Union is strength ' must hold good for the co-operative press
also."

At the conclusion of liis paper ]>r. Sc-liilr fonnally moved the
following resolution:—

“ That the Ninth International Co-operative Congress
recommends all co-operative unions, in the interests of the
further development of Co-operation and of the co-operative
education of members, and in so far as special national
conditions permit, to publisli propagandist journals, and, as
far as possible, arrange with all co-operative societies to
supply their membei-s with gratis copies, so as to enable the
boards of management of the societies to regularly ent”r
into relations with the members. These propagandist
journals are not only an excellent means of spreading co-
operative principles and of popularising our aims amcmg all
circles of the people, but at the same time render it possible
for the committees of societies to better organise the
purchasing power and the capital power of the members,
thereby furthering the development of co-operative pro-
duction. These journals are ~specially indispensable to all
large co-operative societies whose membership counts
thousands, in order that the democratic character of the
constitution of societies may be preserved and members be
won to participate in co-operative life.

“ Moreover, Congress recommends co-operative imions to
publish special periodicals for the discussion of theoretical
guestions and practical and technical matters in connection
with Co-operation. Congress recommends the Central Com-
mittee of the 1.e.A., in order to make its <»gan, the * Inter-
national Co-operative Bulletin,’ better meet the require-
ments of the international co-operative movement, to extend
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the contents of tlie journal, and to consider the question of
issuing a correspondence bulletin to the co-operative Press

of each country.”

Mrs. Freuxdrich (Vienna) was the first to speak on the paper.
Her speech was delivered in German, and she herself repeat” it
in English and in French. Addressing the Congress in English,
she said it was to her a great honour and pleasure that the Central
Union in Austria had delegated her to the International Congress.
England was of such importance in the whole evolution of the
co-operative movement that everybody could profit by its great
work. England had for her a far greater significance, because
it was there that the first organisation for women arose in the
co-operative societies. With the greatest interest she had read
the books that the Women's Guild had published in commemora-
tion of its ten years’ existence. What the English women have
done with such success the women intended to do in Austria also.
It was a great pleasure to be able to report that the male members,
with few exceptions, furthered tlie co-operation of women as much
as it was possible, and if the women now and then in one town
met with difficulties they were, fortunately, only the exception?
which proved the rule. (Applause.) Since Januaiy 1st they had
transformed their family journal into a journal for women, so that
they might comprehend questions concerning political economy
and the problems of the co-operative societies. TJie journal was
distributed gratuitously in all the co-operative shops to the
women doing their shopping, who accepted it with pleasure.
It had an edition of 85,000 copies, and sometimes it reached
100,000 copies. Already it could be seen that the women took
more interest in the co-operative movement, and that they were
more willing to do their wesk as a-restilt of these efforts, because
the women doing the shopping could do more in favour of the
co-operative movement and its evolution than the men. She had
a last wish to express. In Austria they had pr<~ted from the
English Guild, and they thought it would be very instructive when
the co-operative women could create an international union, by
which they might be able to exchange their experiences. They
could derive advantage from this, for in all countries new ideas
were animating the co-operative propaganda and educational
work. Perhaps it was possible that the “ International Bulletin "
would dedicate some space to the publication of the reports from
the women, which might also be published in the family journals,
to animate the women in different countries. (Applause.) They
might begin by discussing her proposal, and if the Editor of the
“ Bulletin ” would give permission, they could begin in a short
time. The successful beginning of the organisations of co-operative
women showed that women could be good co-operat<»8, if they
were educated to it and shown the wav. There were women
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members on the management committees of all their co-operative
societies in Vienna, and they were doing their duty very well. If
they were only working in this way, they would soon have created
an International Women's Co-operative Guild. That should be
their desire and aim. (Applause.) She wished to 6dd to Dr.
Schar's resolution :— '

“ That the family journals should provide matter for
women and children.”

Dr. Totomiakz (Moscow): 1 have no material addition to make
to Dr. SchM'’s paper. | ,should merely like to say that the inter-
national co-operative Press should have greater financial resources
at its disposal. | quite agreewith Dr. Schar that the “ International
Bulletin ” cannot be conducted in the ihanner suggested by Mrs.
Freundlich without adequate expenditure. Funds are, however,
lacking, and if one wishes to achieve anything one must have
funds. In Russia we are very lucky in this respect. Recently the
Congress at Kiew voted 200,000 roubles for educational purposes.
A high school will be founded, and courses of lectures will he under-
taken in all branches of co-operative education. The Congress
decided this. And now we are going to build up the national
co-operative Press with the surplus of the capital. Our inter-
national co-operative Press must also be built up. and must be so
arranged that, before all else, the women and children may learn
from it and may reap advantage from it. And now | should like
to say once more that our “ International Bulletin ” should be
published not only in the three languages— German, English, and
French—but also in Italian and Russian.

Dr. SCHAR: Ladies and gentlemen, the discussion on the
guestion of education and the development of the co-operative
Press has not resulted in any new facts being brought to light. |
guite agree with the opinion expressed by Dr. Totomianz, tbat
our “ International.Bulletin ” might be improved in various ways.
With regard to the opinions of Mrs. Freundlich, she brings forward
the objection that in my paper itself no attention has been paid to
the special part played by women in the co-operative movement.
Ishould like, however, to pointout that if you read my paperthrough
you will see on page 125: “ In the same way, specia co-operative
journals appear desirable for women and children, in which import-
ance is attached to good illustrations.” No other mention is made
either in the paper or the resolution with regard to this duty of
the Press, because | considered it obvious that attention would
be paid to women in the co-operative Press, as is the case, for
example, in our Swiss “ Genossenschaftsblatt.” On the third
page of this journal there is a “ Women’s Comer,” in which
guestions that are of special interest to the wives of co-operators
are considered. The first and second pages deal with general
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matters, which ai*e of interest to all, whilst the thii-d page
is reserved especially for women. Attention is also paid to the
interests of women in our T'rench and Italian organs. |If | have
not dealt in detail with this matter in my paper, it was no
Intentional omission, but | took it for granted that the special
interests of women would be attended to, and for this reason I
edeclare myself in agreement with the wishes of Mrs. Frexmdlich,
and | ask you to add the following sente'nce before passing the
resolution;—
“ Family journals should serve to educate women and
children, so that the family may be educated to a full imder-
standing of the co-operative movement.”

The resolution was carried, vrith the addition suggested bj-
Mrs. Freundlich.

Paper by Mr. Luigi Buffoli and Mr. Camillo Mellini on “The
'Plurality of Distributive Societies having their Seat in the same

l.ocality.”

The PRESIDEXT intimated.that Mr. Luigi Buffoli (Milan) was
unable to present the paper on “ The Plurality of Distributive
Societies having their Seat in the same Locality.” He had com-
missioned his secretary, Miss Boschetti, to speak for him, to which
the Committee had agreed. (Applause.)

The paper, which was taken as read, was as follows:—

“ Itmayperhapsappear,onfirst consideration, tobeasuperfluous
:and purposeless undertaking to discuss before a meeting of the lead-
ing authorities on Co-operation—"before the co-operative world-
parliament—"the distressing question of the plurality of distributive
societies in one and the same locality or in neighbourinjg localities,
in order to show the injurious results of this overlappmg and the
remedies to be adopted. Many prominent co-operators have
already devoted much time and thought to this problem, and it
-therefore seems scarcely ]*sible to set forth any new principles,
especially since, at the proceedings of the British Co-operative
=Congress, held in Birmingham in 1906, otu- friend the late Mr.
-J. C. Gray advocated the amalgamation of all the distributive
societies into one naticmal distributive society. Unfortunately,
however, this suggestion has never been carried into effect.

“ There are, nevertheless, some fortxmate countries, such as
Switzerland, which can boast of being practically free from the
evils which result from overlapping. This is due to the fact that
in these countries the unions have, by means of wise provisions in
their rules, set definite limits to the commercial sphere of activity
of the different distributive societies. In other coimtries—viz.,
in Denmark, Sweden and Hungary—we are told that no great
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Injury is done to the movement as a result of the overlapping of
distnbutive societies in the same locality. Yet, on the other hand,
there are coimtries which, although standing at the head of the
co-operative movement in other respects, suffer considerably from
competition among distributive societies. Great Britain is one of
this number. Tliis country is regarded by the whole world as the
fatherland of the co-operative movement, the Mecca towards
which the eyes of the friends of Co-operation are turned. Even in
this countrj”™ which, with its large.number of distributive societies,
its ever-increasing membership, sales, and profits, affords a striking”
proof of the vital power of the co-operative movement, there are
districts (both in England and in Scotland) where the amalgama-
tion of several distributive societies is ardently desired by some of
the most experienced and highly esteemed co-operators. The
same obser~eations apply to Germany, which is also at the head of
the movement, and to Belgium and Austria. In some of the
districts in these countries, up to the present, it has not been
altogether possible to overcome tendencies towards particularism
and to induce the small distributive societies to amalgamate. This
is especially the ease in the mountain districts of Germany—in the
Harz, the Thiiringenvald. the 'Erzgebirge, and the Franconia
Forest. In Belgium a similar state of things prevails in thf
districts of Verviers. Liege, and the Borinage and in Austria in
the districts of Northern and Western Bohemia, and in parts of
Steiermark. Moravia, and Silesia. If such conditions obtain in
strongly developed co-operative countries, what must be the state
of affairs in those countries in which, owing to racial differences
and other conditions, conflicting interests make themselves felt ?

“ Unfortunately, we are unable to report on each of the above-
mentioned countries—firstly, because we were unable to obtain
the necessary returns; and, secondly, because all the countries
did not send in replies to our inquiries. Thanks to the courtesy
of various imions, and owing to tlie fact that we already had
information at our disposal, we have been successful in
accumulating some interesting material. Further, in compiling
this report we have made use of numerous articles with regard
to overlapping, by prominent leaders of our movement, which
have been published in pamphlet form and in periodicals.

“ With regard to Norway, we know that in that country there
are only a few localities in which more than one distributive
society is to be found. There are. however, five distributive
societies in Christiania, but they were established at a time when
a law was in force (this has since been modified), which did not
allow distributive societies to open more than one shop. Since
this regulation was modified (in 1907) attempts have been made
to bring about the amalgamation of the small societies into one
large society.



133

“ W« know that in Hussia it frequently happens that after the
establishment of one society a large number of small societies are
called into being. This was the case at St. Petersburg, where,
two years after the establishment, in 1906, of the large distributive
society, the ‘ Association of Workingmen,' several small distribu-
tive societies were founded. The division of forces is very prevalent
in this country. It is quite the exception when an agreement is
come to between the societies for the purpose of joint purchase.
At present there seems little prospect of the efforts towards the
fusion of societies meeting with success.

“ In Holland, where there are three different unions—viz., a
union of neutral societies, a union of Socialist societies, and a
union of Catholic societies—it is considered quite natural that
where a neutral society is established (an ugly word to express
a Aaluable quality, or rather one of the qualities, viz., the elimina-
tion of party-political influence, which, in the opinion of experts,
offers the strongest guarantee of the progress of our movement), a
Socialist society is immediately founded, and very often also a
society with a religious tendencj'. ‘ If this were not so,’” writes
IkIr. van der Mandere, not without regret, ‘' a large part of the
popvdation would not participate in the benefits of co-operation.
That is why we have three separate distributive societies in one
district comprising scarcely 30,000 inhabitants.’ In such circum-
stances, is it possible to .speak of the movement towards
concentration ?

“ Those countries in which co-operative particularism appears
to remain master of the field are the Latin countries, and among
these we regret to say that Italy holds the first place. With us,
as with our French neighbotxrs, large and strong distributive
societies are the exception, whilst small societies are extra-
ordinarily numerous. One is almost tempted to believe that co-
operative circles are swept by a kind of madness, under the
influence of which distributive societies multiply as rapidly as
weeds. Every district of a town, every small street, and every
category of persons thinks that its dignity demands a distributive
society of its own. As though the bread, the wine, the butter, the
oil, or the meat which the railway employee or the gasworker
constimes is not the same as that which the compositor enjoys, and
the provisions which the teacher buys have nothing in common
with those purchased by other classes of civil servants! This
regrettable and at the same time ridiculous state of affairs is to
be found in Milan, where, in addition to a few large organisations
decried as *middle-class ' (thus decried because, following the
example of the English distributive societies, they sell goods to*
non-members, in order not only to bring to their notice the
advantages of the co-operative movement but also to gain them
as members), there are many small societies, which, as a rule,

N
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fade away and disappear as rapidly as tliey come into bciiip. This
is usually the case with societies whicli have a politii-iil or

class bias.

“ In France, especially in Paris, Monceaux-les-Mines, Lorieiit.
Boubaix, Creusot, and Lyons, there is as great’a division of fortn-s.
which, in spite of all efforts, it has not yet been possible to bj-idpc
over. We hope, however, that the efforts which have been set on
foot in Paris to amalgamate the societies of tlie thirteentlt
arrondissement and of the left bank of the Seine will be crowned
with success.

“ The result of this unsatisfactory state of affairs is tliat
co-operative statistics in France and Italy (in the Ilatter
country statistical returns are confined to the societies registered
according to law) presents a picture which is not very
cheering. Whilst the number of existing societies is very, even
exceedingly, high, one notices that thej' are not equally divided
over the countrj' , and that the figures with regard to tlieii-
membership and turnover are relatively small. n

“ In France there were 3,094 distributive societies in 1012.
The total membership was only 851,034, and the total turnovei-
£12,005,885. Thus the a™erage n”embership of a French society
was 275, and the average turnover £3,920, or £14 Os. per nieniber.

“ In Italy, where, in 1910, 1,623 societies sent in returns,
the membership was given as 346,474, and the total turnovei-
as £4,224,556. From this it will be seen that each society hud
on an average 213 members, and a turnover of £2,603—an average
turnover per member of scarcelj’ £12 4s. As the figures with
regard to the amount of trade done include the sales to non-
members, the average amount of supplies drawn per member are
considerably less than the figure given.

“ England, on the other hand, shows an average membership
per society of 1,880, and an average turnover of £57,600 pei-
society, or £30 per member.

“ However, the results given in the statistics were obtained,
it is certain that ideal conditions d,0 not exist in any country, and
that the present situation is not only injurious, but also irrational,
and, both in theorj- and practice, contraiy to co-operutive
principles.

“ The co-operative movement, as it was conceived by the
Bochdale pioneers and practically developed by them with a clear
insight into the future, is based on the voluntary association of all
those who believe that the combination of their powers will further
the good of the community, by altering the present economic condi-
tions and by assuring to labour a just wage, and that in the sphere
of the production, distribution, and consumption of goods it will
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whicli will work not in their own interests, but in the interests of
the community in general. -AH this is to be accomplished bv
organising the purchasing power of all, since only by so doing can
{he soundest basis possible be given to the princii>le of association,
and this because every individual is from the day oi his birth a

consumer.

“ Thus it is clear that the co-operative movement is designed,
on the one hand, to oppose the accumulation and centralisation
of capital, by doing away with a characteristic factor of this
kind of trade, i.e., profit; and, on the other hand, by organising
the functions of the distribution of the necessaries of life in the
most obviously economical and profitable manner. And if, in
carrying out these two aims. Co-operation is sometimes led to act
like any other corporate body, playing in regard to some third
person the part of purchaser or contractor, or to take part i)i tho
price-struggle like any other private capitalist entei*prise, it is
nevertheless true that the merchandise, once in the possession of a
co-operative society, ceases to be merchandise, and, above a]],
ceases to be a source of profit.*

“ It is just because all idea of profit is banished from the
mdistributive society that all the other noxious weeds which usually
surround it sliould also be banished. Chief anibng these is
Wcompetition," which is, however, natural, competition being a
normal outcome of the spirit of antagonism aroused by those
principles which characterise present economic conditions, and
therefore also an outcome of the pursuit of sale and custom which
is peculiar to those who produce for the open market. This, how-
ever, could not happen in the case of co-operative societies, where
the function of pr~uction adapts itself to the needs of consump-
tion, Further, in the co-operative society the law of love and of
Kolidaritv regulates all the relations within as well as without, a
lar~'liich attains its zenith in the systematic collaboration of
effort and labour which must result in a higher standard of
economic and social life.

" Co-operation is at the same time concentration and
fraternity, solidarity and the free e.\j)ansion of the various forces
previousiy ordained* to reach one single goal, viz., just that goal
opposed to that towards which the ])henomenon which foms the
subject of this paper is irrevocably leading us.

“ Although, as we have already said, distributive societies
range themselves, by reason of their veiy nature and of the aims

“ *Cf. Schaer. ‘Soziale luid wirtscbaftliclie Anfjriilien <ler Koiismii-
genossenschaft,” in the *Kousunigenossenschaftliclie Rundschau/ 1909;
Xo. 52, page 981,
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they pursue, on a level quite opposed to tlint of private coid-
mercial enteri>rises, still they are compelled to adhere to those-
same forms in all that concerns the methods of merountil-;
organisation. From this point of view, they cannot help adopting
all the improvements which private enterprise has been able
to conceive to increase its power and to make larger profits.
Had they acted otherwise—that is to saj-, had thej-, instead of
showing progress, showed a retrograde step, or had they ended
by stopping or compromising the progressive development of th,i
production of riches—they would have become a power, the
utility of which would have been open to doubt, and, in any case,
they would have become organs which could only with difficulty
have confronted the omnipotence of private trade.

“ However, since capitalism has been able by various means,
and especially by concentration into large organisations w'th
innumerable branches, to monopolise certain branches of trade,
diminishing, to its own exclusive advantage, the cost of distribu-
tion, Co-operation should in its turn adopt these systems, which
do very well as ' means,’ if not as ' ends,’ using them exclusively
as means in order to attain its moral and social aims.

“ We have shown, or at least we have tried to show, that not
only from the theoretical, but also from the practical point of
view, of the conditions of existence and of development, which
must be assured to our movement, the policy of division adopted
in certain centres can only be condemned. This inconsequent
and reprehensible policy is the road which leads to many of those
mistakes which are imputed to the present economic system,
and especially to the spirit of rivalry and competition which, in
the sphere of the co-operative movement, is a paradox and a
contradiction in terms.

“ What are the causes and the consequences of all these
evils? These have already been brought forward, notably by
Mr. J. C. Gray, Mr. J. Deans, and Mr. D. Mclnnes, and by the
special committee appointed to report on this question to the
Congress of British societies which was held at Cardiff in 1900.
Nevertheless, it will not be out of place to repeat them here.

“ The most usual, if not the chief cause of this phenomenon
is the intentional or accidental encroaching on the sphere of
activity which each society must mark out for itself.* We say
' or accidental,” since sometimes two or more societies are estab-
lished in one and the same centre without any intention of
destroying one another, but with the sole idea of serving the
combined interests, which seem to be too much neglected or
insufficiently served by one society alone. However, one fine

*Cf. Schaer, ibid, 1910; No. 1, page 4.
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<lay, the number of members aud of brauches of each society
having increased, they find themselves opposed so unexpectedly
aud abruptly that a struggle is inevitable.

“ To this cause, however, we must add others no less harmful,
Lither directly or indirectly. Among them is the difference of
opinion which arises from time to time within a society or among
the population of a district. These difEerences of opinion are
sometimes caused by the false conceptions formed by certain
persons of the working of our movement or of its aims, unless
it is a question—and, unfortunately, this is not infrequent—
of less worthy motives, viz., too great an attachment to certain
interests of a particular class, the vain hope of receiving a higher
dividend, or even the personal spite of a certain indivi4ual, who,
annoyed at not being ‘ somebody ' in the society of which he is
«a« member, seeks to rally round him those discontented persons
who are to be found everywhere, and form a new organisatio’i
in which he will rule to his heart's content, tlius satisfying h.S
ambition.

“ All these causes produce the same ef?ects, viz. :—

“ (a) The most ill-advised division and waste of energy and
power, caused by the co-existence of a number of independent
societies, each having its own committee, directorate, and shop,
whereas one society, one committee, one directorate, and one
mshop would amply suffice.

“ (b) An excess of useless expenditure—cost of building, of
management, and of separate staflPs of employees, shop assistants,
.and cashiers; and, v“hat is even worse,

“ (c) The triumph of the most foolish of all competition, the
source of the most regrettable conflicts, which bring in their
;train the following serious consequences;—

(1) The desire for a very high dividend, which leads,
on the one hand, to the manipulation of the balance sheet,
to the diminution of the amounts written off, to the payment
of profits which have not been realised, and, on the other
hand, to an increase in prices, which allows the private
trader to sell at a lower rate and at the same time to dp very
well.

(2) The ever-increasing favour shown to the sjstem of
credit, and the consequent harmful competition as to which
society will grant the highest and longest credit.

(3) The growing animosity between the committees of
administration, and the inevitable extermination of every
co-operative duty and ideal, while the member is compelled
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to view merely his own individual interests and to limit
liis horizon, until he com]>let-cly loses sight of the aims oi
the movement.

“ Such a state of affairs is very serious. It is clear that as
time goes on that whicJj is preying upon the competing societies
will attack the very foundations of the co-operative edifice. We
must, therefore, find a remedy, and apply it without delay,

” What are the remedies’” Many recommend an active
propaganda, in order to create a better understanding of the
principles on which the movement is based. Some also approve
of the intervention of a higher authority, universally recognised,
whose duty it would be to fix the limits of the sphere of activity
of each society. The first of these propositions is very abstract,
and its success doubtful. The second is certainly valuable as
a preventative measure, and, applied from the very beginning,
would not fail to Jield very good results. It would not, however,
be so eflBcacious in the case of evils which date far back and
which have become chronic ills. Further, this remedy pre-
su]>poses the existenc-e of a higher authority recognised and
respected by all. This, in its turn, implies on the ,part of the
authority in question a serenity and a disinterestedness both
apparent and real, carried to a degree that it is difficult to
credit them with, especially in the countries in which the chief
federal organ, instead of being autonomous, affects a general
character and represents, in addition to the interests of distri-
butive Co-operation, the different and sometimes opposing
interests of other co-operative organisations.*

“ This is not all. The placing of limits to the sphere of
activity cannot in any way decrease the number of existing
societies, whilst the real root of the evil lies in just this unreason-
able and illegitimate multiplic'ty. However, these remedies may,
jierhaps, be applied in some cases with advantage, and it is well
to bear them in mind, since, all things considered, a limitatiou
of the sphere of activity is preferable to unlimited competition.

“ The best remedy is that which, partaking of the very nature
of our movement and' of its essential interests, suppresses the
harmful multiplicity of societies with the same aims, in order
to concentrate them and lead them towards a joint activity- in the
interests of the community rather than of the individual—we
mean amalgamation.

** Cf. H. -Miiller, ‘Development of Ck>-operative Distribution—
Present and Future,” in the ‘' Report of the Proceedings of the Eighth.
Congress of the International Co-operative Alliance, held at Hamburg,”
page 85.
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“ One may well say that tl>e superiority and the practical
efticcucv  of this remedy is at the present day universally
recognised. By replacing an infinity of small, badlj'-organised,
weak societies, destroying one another in the struggle for the
conquest of an impossible hegemony, with a vigorous, well-
,managed institution, capable of raising itself above the miserable
\iuterests of one class and above petty personal jealousies and
rivalries, and powerful enough to undertake on a solid basis the
Wade in all the necessaries of life, which would extend its
ictivity throughout the.town and the district, one would be
riving Co-operation the highest prestige. In this way we should
le placng the movement in a position to resist the efforts at cou-
fcentration made by private traders. No one can disagree with
Ime ou this point. ‘ Unity is strength ' is the motto we have
inherited from our lathers; we cannot lorget it.

“* Further, it is not a difficult matter to prove the superiority
bf large co-operative societies over small organisations, which are
Constantly opposed to attacks and oppression. Mr. Adolphe
Kupprecht* has already published a masterly work on this subject,
and we need only quote a few passages in order to confirm our
argument.

“ The economic superiority is beyond dispute. This
superiority is revealed in several ways. (1) Bj- more advan-
tageous purdhfiises. As these can be made on a much larger scale,
the conditions are more favourable; also, the societ}-, in establish-
ing direct relations with the producers, can abolish the middle-
man. (2) By a wiser and more economical administration, which
avoids useless expense. (3) By a greater solvency, caused by the
credit it possesses-, in view of the increase of the funds in its
savings hank. (4) By the possibility of establishing productive
departments of its own on more rational lines, being better pre-
pared for such enteiprises.

“ The large co-operative society has also a social superiority
over the small society, in that its power enables it to recompense
its employees bett-er, and to establish for them and for its members
various provident institutions (provident funds, relief funds,
convalescent homes, holiday homes, libraries, etc.), and to come
to a better imderstanding with regard to wages, etc.

“ Finally, a large society has an obvious superiority with
regard to organisation and education. On the one hand, its strong
organisation enables it to meet fearlessly all inner crises. On the
other hand, the possibility of putting aside part of the profits for
an education fund places it in a position to undertake a more

“ * *Konzentration der deutschen Konsumvereine,” pages 6-16.
Hamburg, 1912.
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active propaganda, either by organising lantern lectures, publish-
ing perodicals, or paying a collective subscrij)tion for its nu'in-
bers to the organ of the federation to which it is aftiliated, etc.
Thus it spreads among its members and among the general
public a knowledge of our principles, which serves to strengthen
their understanding of the aims and duties of co-operative
societies and to attract and interest them in our movement.

“ Briefly, the large society, whilst it avoids the mistakes an(?
detrimental results of a pluraHty of small societies, is of use &
the common cause, and furthers that other sound federative
tendency which leads to the foundation of a wholesale society>
Once the qufestion of tangible and immediat-e competition ii
solved, it will be easier to bring about the supply of goods from
one and the same source, which, whilst being useful to strong;
organisations, will be esptecially welcome lo those wiiich for/
various ethnical and demographical reasons are unable to develop

into large societies.

“ Let no one object, as has already been done, that amal-
gamation has a depressing effect on the spirit of initiative o;
associated consumers, since it suppresses that emulation (It4 us
admit also competition) which is the spirit of coinnierce”- and
which never fails to be of use and to encourage progress. ]f
this were so we should be led to believe that the best systiem for
the consumer is that of free trade and competition, and that the
co-operative movement is radically wrong, since it is entirely
opposed to all competition for the sake of gain.

* The technique of the fusion is somewhat complicated, and,
in consideration of the fact that it includes legal questions, we
must contient ourselves here with examining the matter in its
general aspect; the formalities which have to be gone through in
accordance with legal provisions must be specially studied for
each individual country. It is nevertheless possible to formulate
a general rule, viz., that the largest distributive society will
absorb the small societies. When it is a question of societies of
equal importance, the societj' which possesses the largest amount
of real lestate will take over the other societies, or the society
the members of which are perhaps less disciplined and advanced
than those of the other societies will take oV)er tlie. latter, since
they would be more opposed to amalgamation with another

society.

“ * The multi-millioniare, Pierpont Morgan, who died recently, him-
self showed the erroneousness of this idea a few years aRO. Pierpont
Morgan, liberal as he was, certainly had neither our ideals nor our
aspirationfi, but such an enlightened and experience<l financier as he
should certainly understand commerce.



141

" Before concluding, we should libe to illustrate the Xalidity
of the arguments set forth in this paper by a few practical
eexamples, and to show that in the different countries amalgama-
tion has had the most encoiuraging results.

“ In this connection we are once again compelled to confine
ourselves to those countries which have been good enough to
furnish us with correct results. Since, however, these countries
happen to be those in which efforts towards concentration were
eset on foot many years ago and yielded excellent and convincing
Tasults, we consider that these will amply suffice.

“ We will begin with Belgium. Amalgamation was effected
min Brussels and Ghent by the absorption on the part of the
" Maison du Peuple ' and the ‘ Vooruit 'of several small societies,
which would otherwise have shared the fate of a small society
at Ghent, which did not think it expedient to be taken over by the
W Vooruit,” viz., death without honour! The brilliant achieve-
ments of the ‘ Maison du Pieuple ' and the ' Vooruit ' are so well
known that it is unnecessarj’ to point out that the societies acted
wisely in  becoming amalgamated with such powerful
egrganisations.

“ Not only at Brussels and Ghent have amalgamations been
effected, but also at Namur, Huy, and the plateau of Herve
(Liege), where, according to Mr., Serwy, several independent
msocieties have taken over other societies and transformed them
into branches, as a result of which the societies have doubled
and even trebled the amoimt of their sales. In the coalfields of
mCharleroi, the society ' Concorde,” at Boux, having been taken
over by the *Union Cooperative ' in that district, has done a very
mprosperous trade, its sales exceeding £18,000.

“ In confiniiation of the satisfactory conditions of which we
liave spoken above, Switzerland can offer some examples of the
fusion of societies which has proved both satisfactory and well
-advised. The societies at Vevey and Yverdon, both of which took
‘Over a smaller society in their district, were at once able to double
the sales of the societies in question. Another example of a satis-
factory fusion is that of the distributive society at Veltheini.
Before the amalgamation of the societies the total number of
:members of the two societies was 2,288, whilst the sales amounted
to £33,720; in I&Il, after the amalgamation, they counted a
jnembership of 3,244, the sales reaching a sum of £62,560. It
would be a good thing if other societies were to amalgamate,
especially the distributive society at Winterthur and the working-
.men’s distributive society at Toss, between which societies there
'is at present much dispute.

“ The most convincing proof of the benefits which accrue
=from concentration is to be found in the town of Ziirich, -where
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some few years ago there were four distributive societies in exist-
ence, iz, the societies ‘' Helvetia," ‘' Manegg,” ‘ Wipkingeu.’
and the ' Lebensmittelvereiu.” Of these societies, the first-named’
was compelled to liquidate in 1902, on accoimt of the unsatis-
factory conditions in which it was placed. The second society
liguidated in 1904, and gave up business of its own accord ; whilst
in 1907 the * Wipkingen ' became amalgamated with the ‘ Liben-
smittelverein,’ and was soon able to record a considerable increase
in membership, sales, and—what is better still, and more-
indicative of progress—trade done per member.* Figures, which
always have a great persuasive power, will be particularly
effective. The following are the returns of the ' Tiebensmittei-
verein ' from the time wlien it co-existed with three other societies
until last year :(—

TIADK.
Year. Nniiiber of Jleinbers.
Totiil. Per Member.
1

£ £ 8 d
1902 i 12,590 146,960 1113 6

(Ligui~tion of the society “ Helv etia.”)
1903 .o 13.374 150,240 n 4 9
1904 i 14,125 158,240 1 5 2

(Liquidation of the society “ Man egg.”)
1903 i 14,863 165,280 n 26
1907 i 16,876 180.640 10 14 2
(Amalgamation with the society * Wipkingen.”)
1908 ..ooiiiieiiee e 18,fi%0 280,820 2 80
1911 i 21.495 291,280 13 3 0

“ These figures not only prove that it is advantageous to-
suppress the injurious overlapping of societies operating in the
same locality, but also that it is well to suppress this overlapping
by means of amalgamation. Tliis, as we wish to prove, is of the
greatest importance.

“ We will now consider Austria, The society ‘ Vorwarts,'
at Vienna, affords the most convincing proofs of the benefits to be
derived from fusion. This society had scarcely been in existence
for a year when it began its work of concentration. Nine years
later its membership had increased fivefold, whilst its capital,

<There are nevertheless some exceptions to the rule, more espedallj
in regard to the .Canton of Neuchatel, where there are distributive-
societies at Fleurier, Locle, Chaux-de-Fonds, and Couvet. These societies
ought to amalgamate, but they have not jet decided to do so. The
same state of affairs prevails in the district of Winterthur, to which we-
shall have occasion to refer later.
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sales, and profits had increased tenfold. TIit* returns given in
Table I. (page 146)are irrefutable j)roof of the inerense iJi tj ade, etc.
The beneficial influence of concentration is none the less evident.
if we examine the returns of the incorporated societies, which were
published by the society ‘ Vorwarts ' on the occasion of its tentli
anniversary, and which we quote in the very instructive table on

page 147.

“ With regard to Germany, we will confine ourselves to
referring to one case at Berlin, where the ‘ Berliner
Konsumverein ' and the ' Berliner Konsumgeuossenschaft,” two
large distributive societies owing to theoretical differences of
opinion, formed separate organisations until 1908. and which were
both on the way to inevitable ruin. These societies at last became
amalgamated, and now have a splendid future before them.

Here, £igain, the figures bear convincing testimony, provided
that they are examined with the necessary discrimination. Let
us now examine Table Ill. (page 148), which gives the com]iarativo
returns of the membei-ship. sales, and profits of the two societies
just before the fusion, in tlie year when the amalgamation was
effected, and four years later, i.e., on June 30tli, 1912. Thus we
see that both the absolute and average figures show a mavvellous
increase. Although there is an apparent decrease in the net Ju ofits,
tliis is simply due to a change in the method of dividing the ]n-ofits.
"Whei'eas before the year 1909 all the profits were entered as ‘' net
profits,” from that time onward a distinction was made bftween
‘ net profits ' and ‘ rebate granted to members on purchases.’ In
1911-12 this figure amounted to £21,930. It is evident that if the
former method of di“*ding the profits were carried into effect the
real profits would amount ta £29,691, which is 5.62 per cent, of
the sales.

" The'case of the societies at Berlin is but a characteristic
example of the efforts made in Germany towards concentration,
which are achieving such striking results. In confirmation of this,
it is euflficient to point out that during the period 1903 to 1911 the
number of societies which had to record a turnover of more than
£40,000 rose from 22 to 63; also, that of the 1,142 societies then
affiliated to the Central Union in Hamburg, 108 or 9.4 per cent..
wei*e district distributive societies; of the 3,927 shops which tlie
Union included, 1.701, or 43.3 per cent., were owned by district
co-operative societies; and of the 1,313,518 members composing
the Central Union, 663,593, or 52 per cent., belonged to these
societies. Further, of the total trade done by the societies affiliated
to the Union, which amounted to £17,776,498, 54.8 per cent., or
£9,746,698, was done by the 108 distributive societies. But that
is not all, for these district distributive societies also take the first
place witla respect to the average trade done per member. Whereas
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rthe small societies did an average trade amounting to £13 4s., and
the average figure for all the societies affiliated to the Central
Union sto” at £13 11s., the average for the 108 district distribu-
>tive societies reached the sum of £14 5s.

“ We now come to Great Britain. By the courtesy of the
esecretary of the Co-operative Union, Me are able to give some
returns which have not hitherto been publislied.

“ Of the most recent and importanfamHIlgamations in England
"“Mi'e will quote the case of the incorporation of tlie society at
Bedininster with the society at Bristol, the returns of which (see
Table 1V., j)uge 149) we consider remarkable, in so far as the
consolidation of the amalgamated societies is concerned. The
success whioj! has been achieved by the amalgamation of the
societies at Stoke Newington, Holloway, Wood Green. Clapton
Park, and Jinmet with the society at Edmoiiton is still more
remarkable. Not only is the benefit derived by tlie incorporated
esocieties as the result of amalgamation apparent (see table on
page 150), but also the advantages whicli lave accrued to the
societj’ which took over the lesser societies (see J*age 150). Taking
into consideration the fact that Edmonton is situated in the area
known as the co-operative desert of England, there is a special
significance in the results achieved which justifies the remarJc
made by the secretary of this society, ‘' the experiences made by
the society at Edmonton have all the interest of a novel.’

" With regard to Scotland, we cannot do better than quote
the chief contents of a letter which was written by !Mr.
J. Deans to ifr. Whitehead on January 24th of the current year.
In this letter the highly esteemed Scottish co-operator dwells upon
the fusion of the societies at Leven (in the county of Fife), at
‘Tillicoultry, in the villages near West Calder, at Galashiels,
Duntocher, and Hardgate, all of which have proved most satis-
factory and have added to the consolidation and prosperity of the
movement. He then goes on to consider the case of the society
at Edinburgh, and the societies at Annbank and Kilmarnock—two
eorganisations which have taken their names from the localities in
which they cari-y on their activity, the societies being within a
mdistance of 15 to 16 miles of each other. Of the two societies, that
at Annbank deteriorated to such an extent that its trade per
mquarter only amounted to £255. Onij" two years after the amaJga-
tnation with the Kilmarnock Equitable Societj' it had to record a
trade reaching the sum of £5,100 per quarter.

“ If it is true that the amalgamation of the two societies has
given a new life to the society at Annbank, the case of the society
at Edinburglj is, according to Mr. Deans, the most convincing
proof that can be cited of the talue of the principle of amalgama-
tion for the consolidation and development of Co-operation. In



145

this city there existed four societies which were veritable hotbeds-
of contention, competition, and friction. Some years ago all the
societies amalgamated under the name of St. Cuthbert's Associa-
tion. At present this society is the largest and probably the most
advanced in the United Kingdom. At the end of 1911 the results
achieved by this society aroused the astonishment of co-operators.
The membership was 41,753; the share capital £658,381, or an
average of £15 16s. per member; the reserves, £166,704, or an
average of £4 per member; the net profits, £375,030, or 23.7 per
cent, of the total sales, which amounted to £1,582,159, or £37 18s.
per member.

“ In conclusion, Mr. Deans expresses himself as follows;
‘1, who have assisted at nearly all these amalgamations, can
certify that in every case the results have been satisfactory. One
of the greatest advantages is that the members realise larger
profits, since the amalgamated societies are able to keep a larger
stock than it was possible for them to do before the fusion, and
thus the members are able to draw a dividend on the sales.’

“ Supported by the opinion given above, we conclude our
modest paper, convinced that it could not be presented to Congress,
under better auspices.

For and by order of the Unione Cooperativa di Milano,

“ LriGi Bcffo1i, President.

“ C.MiiLLo Merrini, Secretary.”"
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MIr. Hkries (Paris) : Mr. President and fellow co-opcrators,
there is no question mwhich is of more ])articular interest to France
than that of the plurality of co-o])erative- societies in one town.
France has more than 3,300 oo-operative societies, that is to say,
the largest number of co-operative societies in any one country.
This number of societies is too large for the small amount of
trade done. For this reason we welcomed the question proposed
bj- the Central Committee to be discussed at this Congress. If we
studj' the power of the international co-operative movement,
we find that it is most developed in those countries in which there
has been concentration and amalgamation. In France we are
rather like Mother Gigogne—we have many little children, but
they are unable to grow up. We have no important societies such
as those we have been able to visit in Germany and England and
other countries. The largest co-ojierative societies in France do
not do a trade of more than five million francs. Only 20 societies
do a trade of more than one million. What is this in comitarison
to the societies at Leipzig, Breslau, and Edinburgh? , We should
like to see this Congress condemn the evils indicated in the
)>aper, in which Mr. Buffoli points out that only one co-operative
society should exist in one town, and tiiat where there are several
efforts should be made to bring about amalgamation. One of the
inconveniences of a multijilicity of societies is the difficulty of
obtaining administrators. In France, in view of the large nunib<?r
of societies, nearly 7,000 directors are required, whence arose
the difficulty of finding competent men. In the Seine Department
alone, the area of which is very small, we have 192 societies; in
the Department of Chai-ejite and Deux-Sevres we have 390.
These figures are certainly too high, and the French co-operative
movement cannot achieve its social ideal because it is too
scattered. It is owing to the international congresses that we
have to a certain extent improved the position of the movement
in France. At the Manchester Congress we learnt of the concen-
tration of purchasing power, and as a result of that congress we
established a wholesale society. From the unity of co-operative
forces in the d.ifferent countries, we saw that it was only necessary
to have one wholesale society. The Hamburg Congress resulted
in the happy fact of our union into one single organisation. We
think that the Glasgow Congress will have a considerable effect on
the French co-operative movement, and it will be a direct
incentive to us to bring about amalgamation among our French
societies, the more so because the mission of the co-operative
movement is to play a great social part. In view of the concen-
tration of capital, the evolution of commerce, and of that power
which reveals itself more and more each day, those co-operators
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ewho do not understand the duty to unite will most tcftfiinly
disappear. It is because our country more than any other suffers
from the diffusion of the co-opcrttti*ee movement that we should
like to receive from the Glasgow Congress an indication of the
way in which these shop-keeping communities should be sup-
pressed. What can these small societies do against the com-
mercial power acquired to-dny by such large Paris shops as the
Louvre and the lion Mai'che. which do a trade uuiouiiting to
some hundreds of millions of francsV The power of the working
classes can only make itself felt if it makes use of the same
weapons as its adversaries. We desire to see one single society
for the city of Paris, instead of the 50 or so societies that now
divide the trade. These societies are situated in by-ways and
alleys which lead nowhere, places where passers-by are few,
whereas the large capitalistic enterprises spend millions of francs
to draw customers, and are able, by having shops in suitable
neighbourhoods, to keej) their customers. In order that Co-opera-
tion may have maximum results co-operators must bring to the
movement the full jx)wer of their consumption. Co-operative
power will only achieve its full extent when the movement
becomes amalgamated and united in societies composed of tens
of thousands of members and doing trade to the value of tens
of millions of francs. The example we have seen in the German
and Belgian c-o-ojierative societies will be of service to the French
movement. We sliould like to see the power of the working
classes as organised consumers growing stronger each day, and this
cannot be the case unless efforts are united in one single organisa-
tion. We think that Mr. BufiFoli's paper is complete. We are
guite satisfied with the resolution he proposes, and we ask you by
your votes to convince those countries which are still so much
divided that they must bring about the amalgamation of their
scattered societies. ("Applause.)

The Prksipext-said he wished to make a departure. Miss
Boschetti had requested to be allowed to address the Congress
in Italian. It was a very beautiful language. They had facilities
for translation, and at that stage of the proceedings it would not
cause delay.

The Congress agreed.

Miss B oschetti explained in English that she had difficulty
in expressing herself except in her own language. She thanked the
Congress first of all for allowing her to speak, and in the second
place for allowing her to use her own language. She then proceeded
to speak in Italian. Miss Boschetti said that the cause of Co-opera-
tion was the cause, not of the individual, but of the community.
It was a cause undertaken to raise the masses, and not to promote
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the interests of the classes. Jn lItaly tliey wciv ti-nibK divided.
The old societies were proud of their aiitiqgiiitv, and refused to
merge with the newer organisations. Furtlier, a number of
societies had been established iji Italy for ])olitical pin-poses.
For instance, they had Konian Catholic, Free Thought, Liberal,
and Republican societies, and she asked thi® Congress if they
had such a thing as Conservative pork, Lil)i‘ral cheese, and
Socialist wine. (Laughter.) The directors of these societies
were ]J)roud of their positions, and knew that if theri* were an
amalgamation of two societies there would only e one director
required. (Laughter.) In Milan there were 30 different societies,
some of them serving one class of the cojnniu)iity, but often
bearing the name of the street in which they were situated.
What a keen rivalry existed between them I The chief argument
put forward for this position was that individualism fostered a
spirit of enterjirise, which would be lost if an amalgamation took
place, liut this was absolutely contrary to the modem spirit
and to the demonstration of experience. (Applause.) She asked
the delegates to give their support to the motion, so that the\
should have concentration instead of diffu.«ioii, as at present.
(Applause.)

IMr, J31aik (Liyerj)ool) suidj)orted tlie j>rii)fi])lIf laid down in
the paper. He also wished to point out ‘“ome diawbacks which
might be incidental to amalgamation. In ].,ivo)i)ool at the time
of the Co-operative Congress of 1800 the)e wi'ie five societies,
and the Co-oj)erative Union took steps previous to the Congress
to secure the amalgamation of four of these societies into two
societies. This was done, and tliose two societies made great
progress. In 1899 the two societies in the )iorth end had 776
members, and a total trade of £10,737 a year. These two
societies had members in one itnother's districts, as there was
no boundary line. To-day the amalgamated society had 14,000
members and a yeai-ly trade of £280,000. (Loud a])phuise.’j
In the south end of the city the two societies together had 2,750
members, and a total trade of about £")0,000. To-day they had
between 9,000 and 10,000 members and a trade nf about £200.00().
Boundary lines had been fixed by the two soc-ieties wdiich
were respected bj" both, and. in addition, they J»aid a unifoiin
dividend. If it was impossible for amalgamation to be secured,
he thought it would at least be possible to sectne boundary lines
and an*agreement to pay a uniform rate of dividend, which would
do away with a great deal of the competition that had arisen.
They had foimd one difficulty with regaid to amalgamation, and
that was that where operations were centralised the interest of
the members was apt to diminish. Steps must be taken where
amalgamation took place to secure the interest of the members
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iu tlic- working of tlu- society, in order that they might not ojily
shar<* in the beuefitb ol C'u-operatioii, but be educated in tb*“
methods and princii)lcs; of Co-operation. (]jOud aij]>lanse.)

INIrs. B uchan (Scottish Womeu's Guild) supported the resohi-
tion. She pointed out that not 100 miles from where the Congress
was meeting there were 13 or 14 distributive societies, and she
suggested that these should consolidate, and so follow the example
of the greatest municipality in the world—Glasgow. (Laughter.)
At the present day everything tended towards consolidation, and
if co-operators were to keep the position the movement had
gained they must join their forces and go forward with the one
aim and object of spreading the benefits of Co-operation. Women
sometimes went to the societies that gave the largest diA*idend,
or to the society that gave the longest credit. She urged a policy
of amalgamation. (Applause.)

Miss B osciiktti expressed i)leasure at having heard from ths
Congress that the views expressed in the papers had been so
favoiu'ably received. She would repoi't the discussion to her
colleagues, especially what she had heard from Liverpool. She
hoped that, if privileged to attend the next Congress, she would
be able to give a joyful account of the prop-ess of the movement

in Italy.

The Pkesidext : | hope you will carry the resolution unani-
mously. so that Nlis> Boschetti may go back to Italy encouraged
by the Congress— (Applause)—which showed that it had no
sympathy with the existence of 30 co-operative .societies in the
same town. (Laughter.)

The resolution, which was put to the vote and carried imuni-
mously, was in the following t'erms:—

“ The Conga-ess, recognising that the co-existence of
different distributive societies having their sphere of
activity iu the same locality, or in adjacent localities, 's
fatal to the co-operative movement, since it leads to a
dangerous dispersion of forces, to an irremediable decadence
of the co-operative organism, and to the weakening of
certain of its economic and social functions, proposes that
each national and regional union or federation in the various
countries should earnestly conduct an energetic and
efiBcient campaign to impress upon the movement the
desirability of the unity of aims and of power, using first
persuasion, and, where necessary, direct measures—

(a) To prevent two or more distributive societies being
established in the same locality, or in adjacent
localities, of the same district :
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(6) to bring about the anialganiution of distributiv*3
societies existijig in the eaiiu- locality, or ia
adjacent localities of the same district;

(c) to prevent several distributive societies existing in
localities adjacent to each other encroaching on
each other’'s sphere of activity.

Date and Place of Next Congress.

Mr. E. Akost (Basle): Ladies and gentlemen, it is my duty
to-day to invite- the I.C.A. to hold its next Congress at
Basle, in Switzerland, in 1916. The Union of ISwiss Distri-
butive Societies celebrates the 25th anniversary of its estab-
lishment in 1916, and in the same year the distributive
society at Basle celebrates its jubilee. Thip “\dill be an
important occasion in our co-operative movement, and we
shall be very glad if you will honour these two anniversaries
with your presence. It is true that we shall not be able to show
you anything so beautiful, striking, or impressive as you have seen
here in Scotland and in England. On the other hand, however, we
can assure j'ou that we shall try to make your visit to Switzerland
as pleasant as possible. We have proposed Basle as the place for
convening the Congress because the city of Basle is the seat of
the union of Swiss Distributive Societies and of the Swiss Whole-
sale Society; further, the largest Swiss distributive society is
situated there. Basle: is a city which is almost entirely co-opera-
tively organised. The number of inhabitants is 140,000, and
our distributive society at Basle has no less than 35,000 families
as members; this represents almost the whole population. Not
only the working classes, but also the middle and upper classes
of the city belong to the distributive society. We number amongst
our members those holding the highest administrative positions,
indeed, a great number of the mimicipal authorities have joined
our society. | may therefore say that we have interesting
co-operative enterprises, and for this reason we have invited th"
I.C.A. to hold its next Congress at Basle, and we earnestly hope
that you will accept this invitation.

The P resident said there was no other invitaton. and he asked
the Congress to accept the cordial invitation that had been given.
He assured the delegates that there was “ no more beautiful
country than Scotlsmd,” dnd was only made aware of the lapsus
linguae he had made by the loud laughter and applause of the
delegates. “ Well,” continued the President, “ now that | have
said it I will not withdraw, but Switzerland is a good second to
Scotland.” (Renewed laughter.) -In conclusion, he advised the
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delegates; to accept the in\itation, becniise of the co-operative
spirit that Switzerland had shown.

'J'he Congress heartily accepted the invitation, and the Presi-
dent formally intimated to Mr. Angst that the Congress Would
liave pleasure in visiting Basle three years hence.

Votes of Thanks.

This concluded the business of the agenda for the Congress,
ajid all that remained was of a complimentary character.

Mr. James A11an (Chairman of the Reception Committee, and
of the Scottish Section of the Co-operative I'nion) said they
desii ed that those gentlemen who had read papei*s at the Congress
sliould be presented with the reliable history of the co-operative
movement in Scotland, written by Mr. Maxwell. He hoped tlu*
speeches they had heard would be put into practice, and he |)ro-
inis<hd that the delegates would compare notes with regard to this
=t tlie next Congress. The Scottish Section, liowever, desired to
tender thanks to the gentlemen who had Jirepared the Congress
papers for the splendid work th”y had done, and he bad pleasure
in presenting coj)ies of the “ History ” to Mr. \neurin Williams
and to ]7r. Scliiir ; Mi.ss Boschetti was asked to convey a co])y to
Mr. Buffoli, and a copy would be forwarded to Mr. Kaufmann
who luid taken his departure previously.

Mr. ]>. H. Gerrara (President of the United Co-operative
Baking Society) said he had been asked to present similar
souvenirs to Mr. Maxwell (President of the Congress), to Mr.
J. Allan (President of the Reception Committee), Mr. J. Beans
(Secretary of the Eecej)tion Committee), and to Mr. Duncan
McCulloch (Treasurer of the Reception Committee). Mr. Maxwell
had done a great deal for Co-operation; Mr. Allan had also done
much ; Mr. Beans, whowasw'ell known tothem all, could remembei-
Co-o])eration when it was a tiny plant. It had now taken dee]i
root; and he had done much to promote its growth. Mr.
McCulloch was his ]>redecessor in the Presidency of the Bakinj,
Society, and had done a great deal in the building up of the
gveat federation. He did not know anything more gratifying to
men who worked hard than for them to know that their work was
a]>preciated, and he wished these gentlemen long life and
]>rosperity, also health to continue their good work. (Loud
applause.)

The following resolution was next submitted: —

“ That fhe delegates attending the Ninth International
Co-operative Congress hereby tender their heartiest thanks
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for the generous Jiospitelity with which they have been
entertained, and the untiring efforts to achieve the success
of the Congress in oil its aspects, to the Lord Provost,
Magistrates and City Council, the Keception Committee,
the United Co-operative Bakerj’ Society, the Scottish
Co-operative Wholesale Society, the St. Cuthbert's
Co-operative Association, the Paisley Co-operative Manu-
facturing Society, the Clergy, the Chief Constable, the
Press, and to all those who in so many ways have worlied
individually and collectively to assure the comfort of the
delegates and the success of this Congreee.”

The resolution was suppoited by Dr. Schar (Switzerland),
Mr. Sebwy (Belgium), Mr. Viadimir Perelechin (Russia), and
Mr. H. W estbury (British Co-operative Union).

Dr. Schar (Basle); Ladies and gentlemen, when three years
ago at the Hamburg Congress the place of the next Congress
was discussed various proposals were made. Although the great
majority voted in favour of Glasgow, yet voices were heard
eexpressing the opinion that owing tp the position of Glasgow
the attendance at Congress would not be great. Om- Congress
has been lield here in Scotland, and 1 think that even Dr.
Karpeles will admit that the Congress which has just been
brought to a conclusion, under the leadei-sliip of our kind hosts,
has excelled any of its predecessors. We can say this without in
any way reproaching former hosts. We could not ~wish for a
better reception that that accorded us in England and Scotland,
and by the various material and intellectual entertainments
organised they have won our lasting friendship. Some of our
<3erman, Austrian, ~ d Belgian friends have for some time past
been making a co-operative students’ trip through England and
Scotland. From the very moment we set foot on these shores
we have been so kindly treated and so overwhelmed with enter-
tainments and gifts that we said to ourselves that generosity
<jould not go farther. Yet, on our arrival in Glasgow, all that
had gone before was exceeded. We were received in such a
manner that | can find no words in which to express my joy
-«nd gratitude. What has surprised us most is tlie great develop-
ment of the British co-operative movement and the great
liarmony which exists between the various societies and the
various kinds of society. When we see all this we feel that we
shall not be able to achieve this in twenty years, but it will be a
spur to us to imitate it and to seek to arrive at a similar stage of
=development.

I must say a word with regard to om- reception by the Bakery
Society ; the;v have loaded us with gifts. 1 must also mention the
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cordial ewelcome accorded us in the beautiful city of Edinburgh”
our visit to the premises of the Wholesale Sot-.iety at Shieldhall
and to Paisley, and the entertainments given us on those
occasions. Last, but not least, I must refer to the reception
given by the municipal authorities of Glasgow. In fine, we
heartily thank the British co-operators for all they have done for
us. (Loud applause.)

Mr. Serwy (Antwerp): Mr. President and comrades, this
Congress will leave very good impressions on oui* minds, not
only on account of the numerous things we have learnt with
regard to the co-operative movement in Great Britain and in
other countries, but it will also leave pleasant memories of
the splendid spirit of hospitality which we have met among
our Scofctish friends. We have often heard of Scottish hospitality,
and we must say that it has not fallen below our expectations.
Our reception has been most kind and cordial, and | think that |
speak for all my comrades on the Continent and throughout the
world when | sincerely thank our Scottish friends for the warm
welcome they have accorded us in Glasgow. (Applause.)

We. therefore, aslc Congress to pass a vote of thanks to the
liOrd Provost and the magistrates of the city of Glasgow. In
our country- no municipal authority would think it a duty nor
would it be esteemed an honour to entertain co-operators. It
is, therefore, with the greatest pleasure that we express our
gratitude to the municipality of GlasgOA\- for the reception given
to the Congress. We also desire to thank local co-operators and
the Wholesale Society, wlio have treated us so well and have
shown us what is a veiy striking example for us Belgians, viz.,
what can be done for Co-operation in a small country by means
of the concentration of societies of consumers. We have also
admired the premises of the local societies, and we congratulate
them on the progress they have made; we shall do our best to
imitate them. In conclusion, we should like to record our
fraternal feelings for all British co-operators, and to say to one
and all “ Thank you.”” (Applause.)

Mr. Pererichix (Bussia), who spoke in English, said the oldest
and the best friend was always the friend of our young days, and
Sir Walter Scott had been such a friend for all the civilised world.
The delegates had seen the national dancing, and they had heard
the children singing their popular songs. Sir Walter Scott had
opened up for the world the hearts of the Scottish people, and
Scottish co-operators had illustrated splendidly what he had told
them in his books. The delegates had also seen the harmony that
existed between the co-operative consumers and the co-operative
producers in Scotland. Scotland had shown how harmony could
be found in co-operative work, and from an open heart he offered
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the Scottish Co-opcrators a Bussiau “ iSpasibo.]f Scoltis;
co-operators would only visit Russia, he and liiy bretlii-en there
wou d be glad to show the harmony of their co-o])erati\ e worlv and
to illustrate to them some of the writings of Leo Tolstoi. (Loud

applause.)

Mr. W estbury, in supporting the resolution, said they all
regretted the absence of the Lord Provost. They all knew that his
lordship had the kindliest sympathies for the co-o]ierative move-
ment, and they would have been glad to welcome him on that
platform. With regard to the Reception Committee, he felt they
would have to take the resolution as an official recognition of their
work. He was boimd to say that the Committee had laid itself
out to study the comfort of the delegates, and it had succeeded to
a very high degree. The hospitalities had been of the most generous
character, and the visits had been so graded that each day had
been better than the other. (Applause.) The item which he would
carry away with him, and which he would never forget, was the
wonderful concert they had all enjoyed on the previous evening.
(Loud applause.) The memory of all their kindness would
assuage the pain they felt at leaving. (Laughter.) Their
iiearts would be for a very long time to come in the
Highlands, and if ever the Congress should be held again
in Scotland, he hoped that all present that day would be there.
IApplause.) As to the clergy, he hoped they recognised that the
Alliance was working for peace, and was actually like then in that
respect. (Applause.) He had not met the Chief Constable, but
he had met many o™ his force in the evenings, and they had all
been very kind to him. (Laughter.) He was always very careful
when he mentioned “ tlie Press.” Most of the delegates to the
GongreSb who had spoken had to thank these gentlemen, not so
much for what they had reported, but for what, they had not
reported. (Laughter and applause.) He was glad, howexer, to
know that the Glasgow papers had treated the Congress in a very
fair manner, and had given particularly full reports. (Applause.)
On behalf of the British Section, he cordially supported the vote
of thanks. (Loud applause.)

The resolution was then carried with acclamation.

Thanks to the President.

Mr. Axeubik W illiams at this stage relieved Mr. Maxwell of
the duties of the chair, as there was to be put to the Congi'ess a
resolution expressing the thanks of the Congress to the President
for the manner in which he had conducted the proceedings. Mr.
Maxn-ell had, said Mr. WMIliams, among other good qualities, the
good quality of modesty, and consequently he could not take that



160

resolution in hand. 1)i‘. lienner (Austria), Mr. (France),
and Mr. Golightly (Gi eiit Britain) would speak to the resolution.

Dr. Renker (Vienna): Mr. Chairman, in the name of the repre-
sentatives of the Germun-spealiing nations, it is my pleasant duty
to express our gratitude to the President of the Interaational
Co-operative Alliance for the extraordinai'y ability he has shown
«in conducting the proceedings. It is no easy task to preside over
«n International Congress of such dimensions, on accoimt of the
many varied Parliamentary customs and habits, and the task is
doubled by the many bad Parliamentary habits which each brings
from his own country. Our President, Mr. Maxwell, has cleverly
overcome these difficulties. His great tact and his amiability’, allied
with the firmness which is so necessary in dealing with such an
agenda as ours has been, have been of great assistance to him. It
is our earnest wish that Mr. Maxwell may in the futiu-e preside
at many of our International Congresses. We desire this not
only on account of those qualities which have helped to make
his career, but on account of his mode.st pei*sonality. We see in
Mr. Maxwell an example of the rise of the working classes. From
being a simple workman he has achieved a position in whicli
he can further the developmfent of- the working classes and the
community, either for good or for ill. This example should help
you all to be capable co-operators, useful to our co-operative
movement. For these reasons | believe, ladies and gentlemen,
that you will all heartily agree with the resolution, which records
the gratitude of the C'ongress to our honoured President.

Mr. HeLIES (Paris): Mr. Chairman and comrades, | know
of no more agreeable duty than that of expressing the thanks of
all the French-speaking delegates to our venerable President,
Mr. Maxwell. There is no one more worthy to represent and
direct the International Co-operative Alliance. (Applause.) His
wisdom and his amiability claim the respect and veneraition of
all. The services he has rendered to the cause of Intemation.'l
Co-operation extend over the whole world. His advice has had
effect in Canada, and especially in France. We are especially
grateful for the goodwill which he has always shown us. and in
spite of the difficulties of language we have always understood
IMr. Maxwell. His is the language of the heart and of the eyes.
(Applause.) Further, he is not merely a co-operator, but a social
worker worthy to be ranked among the greatest thinkers and
sociologists. It may not be generally known tliat Mr. Maxwell was
formerly a coachbuilder—a working man. By the position h<
now holds in the co-operative movement he is an example of
what Co-operation can do to raise the intellectual and moral
standard of the working man co-operator, (.\pplause.) Co-operfi-
tion has accomplished a noble task in raising the coachbuilder to
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the position of having to fulfil the highest c.o-oiierative duties in
the world, and it is clear that this example should be followed
bv all the workers on the Continent and in Great Britain. We
earnestly hope that Mr. Maxwell will in the future preside at
many Congresses. (Applause.) We are sure that, guided by
his influence, kindness, and wisdom, the co-operative movement
must progress and must bring about a state of society based on
justice and goodwill. (Applause.) We ask you to show your
approbation of the resolution, which exactly expresses the feelings
of all our French, Belgian, and Italian comrades—of all the
French-speaking co-operators present—%vho are proud of the
kind reception accorded them by our honoured President.

(Applause.)

Mr, Golightily said that, representing the British section
particularly, and, he hoped, the Congress generally, he had to
voice the thanks of the whole assembly to Mr. Maxwell, not only
for his conduct in the chair, !>ut for a good many other things
which he (Mr. Golightly) would try to enumerate. He had had
the good fortune through the whole of his active life to come often
into contact with Mr. Maxwell, and he could sqy that the longer lit-
knew him he loved him the more. (Applause.) First of all, they
had to thank their President for his service to the collective cans.-
in Scotland. At one time Scotsmeii used to invade England, and
brought many things back witli them, such as cattle and sheej).
but there was no record of any good thing tliey had taken wliic-li
they had ever paid for. (Loud laughter.) In fact, the Scotsman
at one time did not come even decently dressed to England. He
came in kilts. (Laughter.) But that was many years ago. ani
Mr. Maxwell came on adifferent errand and in a different fashion.
He came on a propaganda of collectivism. He had done his best
to improve the national lif* of these islands by the promotion of
collective ownership of the means on which they depended for
life. They had also to thank Mr. Maxwell for the courage h'j
displayed in undertaking the championship of the International
Alliance. If one could only travel more frequently and learn
more of the ways and manners and customs of our Continental
friends, one would realise that there are other places besides
Great Britain working for tlie cause of Co-operation. In con-
clusion, Mr. Golightly said \Ir. Maxwell had throughout shown a
respect for their varied views, together with good humour and
appreciation of the sentiments of the different sections of the
Congress. They wished him God-Speed in the work he was doing
to spread the spirit of industrial peace, and he hoped his efforts
would lead to a realisation of all their hopes and desires. (Loud
applause.)

Mr. "Williams said there were many nationalities whose repre-
sentatives would like to speak, but they could not all be heard
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for lack of time. Ho vould, therefore, put the resohition, which
ivas as follows :—

“ That this Congress tendei-s it« wannest thanks to its
President, Mr. William Maxwell, for the excellent manner
in which he has presided over its deliberations, and it«
high appreciation of the tact and courtesy Mith which he
has dealt with the many points of procedure which are
incidental to an international Congress.”

The resolution wa? then put to the Congress and was carried
with enthusiasm, tiie delegates rising and cheering.

The PIiESIDEXT was greeted with renewed cheers when he rose
to reply in a concluding address. He said : | have to thank you,
ladies and gentlemen from the various nations, for your Kind
-words, but my service to the movement has been exaggerated.
I have only done my duty. | came here on Monday morning
almost a sick man, but I am going away recovered. (Loud
applause.) The presence of the delegates and the beautiful spirit
that has animated the Congress has cured me. (Renewed
applause.) It is pleasiu’e and not work to come among you, for
I know most of you individually, especially the leaders of tlie
jnovement on the Continent. | iised to boast that | had a home
with the co-operators in every town in Scotland, but | think I
can almost say that | have a home with the co-operators in even'
town in Europe. (Loud applause.) This is both a pleasure and
Ti reward. Now we have to paj-t, to part for another three years,
and it is difficult to say who will be at the next International
Congress. These Congresses are times of hospitality and seasons
for visiting many interesting places; they are happy times in a
man's life, and | can look back upon many Congresses with many
happy reminiscences. But | want to ask the question before we
part: Have we bj* our attendance at the Glasgow Congress
advanced along the road of Co-operation? | would like to feel
that the Congress has done us some good as co-operators, that
the “ pounds, shillings, and pence ” aspect of Co-operation will
take a second place, and that ideas of self-employment, when we
shall be able to dictate the conditions of Labour for ourselves, will
ultimately be the end of Co-operation— (loud applause)—when
the natives will not only possess the industries but the means
of communication mmth co-operative ships passing like a shuttle
eweaving a web of concord between the nations of the world.
(Loud and prolonged applause.) A man at my age feels that
further work is ~Imost impossible— (" N o!”)—but it is a reward
to everyone who is engaged in public work to know that thosewho
elected him when young respect him when he is in old age.
Y-~pplause.) | would like to say that my visit to Canada, to which
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refereucc has been made, is pi*oduciiig good. You will all be
pleased, | have no doubt, to know that a wholesale society -was
started in Xova Scotia fully a month ago, and | hope we will be
able to stamp out a little oi the selfishness and individualism
vhich at present characterises America and Canada, where every
man is working for himself and putting his heel almost on the
neck of his neighbour. 1| hope that these two countries will soon
bti with us, not only in sentiment, but in advocating the cause
of Co-operation at our Congress. (Applause.) | have to bid you
good-bye, but there are one or two things | would like to say to
you and which | wish you to take to heart. | want you to fdllow
out the education of the young people, so that they may speak
the various languages or one common language. The efforts of
those past middle age are not very successful in this direction,
but youth is the fruitful season. By attending to this we will
liasten the brotherhood of mankind all over the world. (Applause.)
I would also urge you if you have differences with a fellow man
to weigh his arguments carefully before condemning him.
(Applause.) | liave jig more to say to you. | have to bid you
God-r;peed. 1 have had a very pleasant time in the chair. 1 hope
you will go away witli many happy reminiscences, and | hope
tliat when you think of the delightful Scottish’ scenery and the
lieautiful Sc-otti.sh music you will remember that you liave also
in Scotland a wann-liearted President.

Loud and prolonged applause followed tlie President's speech,
and cheers were heard in “ Hinrrahs ” and * Hochs ” and

Bravos from the standing delegates. The Scottish delegates
led the singing .of the parting song, “ Auld Lang Syne.” The
words were taken up by all the British delegates ; the Continentals
hummed the tune as they joined hands with cheir British
brethren. The song was followed by a final cheer, the delegates .
parted, and silence fell upon the meeting-place of the Ninth
International Co-operative Congress.



