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Message from the President

I am happy to present the ICA-AP Annual Report of 
2013, an action packed year! This year, we 

successfully completed as many as 22 activities in the 
areas of capacity building, lobbying and advocacy that 
covered 750 co-operators from 18 member countries.

In the face of economic recession, globalisation, cut 
throat business competition and poverty, our aim is to 
help co-operatives generate sustainable livelihood and 
achieve inclusive development. The diversity of the 
Asia-Pacific region poses a challenge to uniform 
cooperative growth. We need to work hard to assist our 
members in achieving their socio-economic goals by 
providing need-based services through participatory 
activities.

We are focused on creating an enabling environment by 
advocating for appropriate policies and laws to support 
the growth of co-operatives. It was a proud moment for 
me to inaugurate the 1st Asia-Pacific Co-operative 
Registrars' Conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia to 
address the legal issues involved in governance of 
Primary Co-operatives. The Resolutions adopted by the

conference will go a long way in making primary co
operatives independent and robust.

In order to expand our services to members, we opened 
a Business Office in Kuala Lumpur. The office will help to 
increase business interactions between co-operatives 
and provide technical and managerial assistance to all 
members in the region.

We are committed to serving our members in achieving 
their goals and will continue working towards gender 
mainstreaming, inclusion of youth and good 
governance practices to promote growth.

I am grateful to all our Board Members, Member Co
operatives and Stakeholders for their continued 
support. I would like to thank the Regional Director and 
staff fortheir hard work in achieving our goals.

Li Chunsheng
President

International Co-operative Alliance 
Asia and Pacific
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Report of the Regional Director

It gives me great pleasure to present the ICA-AP 2013 
Annual Report on behalf of my predecessor Dr. Chan 
Ho CHOI. Dr. Choi retired as Regional Director in March 

2014 after more than four years of exemplary service to 
the Asia-Pacific Region. We are grateful to him for the 
tremendous work he has done to grow and diversify the 
co-operative movement in Asia Pacific.

During 2013, the ICA-AP regional office continued its 
tradition of co-operation and collaboration. The office 
organised workshops, seminars and conferences with 
members and in partnership with governments and 
stakeholders. The trainings and workshops on 
promotion of trade, agriculture and management of 
consumer co-operatives, to name a few, were done with 
an eye to include women and youth, advance 
communication channels and build network among 
members. All the initiatives were focused towards the 
goal of positioning co-operatives as builders of 
sustainability.

A major highlight of the year was the 1st Asia-Pacific Co
operative Registrars' Conference held in partnership

with the Malaysia Co-operative Societies Commission 
and the Malaysian National Co-operative Movement 
(ANGKASA) in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. This year, in 
order to enhance interest in co-operatives and in the 
work of ICA, participants were invited from Lao, 
Cambodia and Maldives to take part in various 
activities.

The opening of the Malaysian Business Office, we hope 
will help in providing more services and activities to our 
members.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our 
members for their active participation, the Board for its 
sage guidance and staff at the Regional Office for their 
dedicated service.

Balasubramanian (Balu) G. Iyer
Regional Director 

International Co-operative Alliance 
Asia and Pacific
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Vision
&Mission

Vision
To be prized as the organisation of 
reference which provides an effective and 
efficient global voice and forum for 
knowledge, expertise and co-ordinated 
action for and about co-operatives.

Mission
The International Co-operative Alliance unites co
operatives worldwide.

It is the custodian of co-operative values and 
principles and makes the case for their distinctive 
values-based economic business model which also 
provides individuals and communities with an 
instrument of self-help and influence over their 
development. The ICA advocates the interests and 
success of co-operatives, disseminates best practices 
and know-how, strengthens their capacity building 
and monitors their performance and progress over 
time.
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Year at a Glance
II.

III.

IV.

V.

750 women and nnen co-operators from 18 
countries took part in 22 activities spread over 10 
projects.
1st Asia-Pacific Co-operative Registrars' 
Conference held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
ICA-AP Business Office opened in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia.
Completed ICA-AP study on, "Bye Laws of Primary 
Co-operative Societies".
Field tested the first draft of the "Resource Guide 
for advanced training of co-operatives on

entrepreneurship development of women and 
gender equality."
Seminar on international trade among co
operatives in the region held in China.
ICA President, Dame Pauline Green visited 
members in India, 

viii. ICA-AP President, Mr. Li Chunsheng visited ICA AP 
office and Indian members.
Director-General of ICA, Mr. Charles Gould visited 
ICA-AP office and members in Korea.

□

V I.

V II.

IX.

Women working in a vegetable processing center in Japan Participants in the gender training program during pilot 
testing of the Advanced Resource Guide

ICA-AP staff visits Mongolian Co-operatives A photograph during the study visit to a primary coop in 
Mongolia
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In order to step up implementation of the 5 priority 

themes identified in the ICA Blue Print for a Co
operative Decade, ICA-AP organised several events 

focused on increasing participation within member
ship, capacity building of members as well as co
operative institutions, preserving the co-operative 
identity, ensuring supportive frameworks for co
operative growth and securing reliable co-operative 
capital while ensuring member control.

1. Elevating participation within membership

In order to increase interaction among members and 
enhance their capacity to actively participate in the 
business of their co-operatives, ICA-AP conducted 
several activities with members from the region.

1. Continued collaboration with the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestries and Fisheries (MAFF) 
Japan; National Agricultural Co-operative 
Federation (NACF), Korea; All China Federation of 
Supply and Marketing Co-operatives (ACFSMC) 
China to implement innovative projects.

ii. Strengthened communication and information 
sharing with members through newsletters, 
reports and website.

2. Sustainability

Capacity building of members and co-operative 
institutions is necessary to make co-operatives 
sustainable business organisations. At the same time, it 
is essential to increase participation of women and 
youth. ICA-AP conducted trainings, workshops and 
seminars to increase the capacity of all stake holders, 
especially women and youth.

• Training of coop managers and leaders for 
development of consumer co-operatives.

Training and workshop for enhancing the role of 
women in co-operative business.

• Conferences and meetings for enhancing partici
pation of youth in co-operative development.

Training, workshops, study visits for fostering core 
leadership in agriculture co-operative and safety 
and quality management for farm products for 
enhancing income of the farmers.

• Workshops and Seminars for human resource 
development in co-operatives.

• Seminar for promotion of international trade 
among co-operatives in the region.

3. Identity

The co-operative business is based on unique principles 
and values. It is a business with difference wherein 
members are owners and work for collective benefit 
and not for individual profit.

The Board of ICA-AP is fully aware of the need to keep 
and promote the unique identity. The regional board 
meetings deliberated upon governance issues which 
help members in organising/identifying authentic co
operatives based on the identity and discouraging co
operatives that do not follow ICA principles and values.

The new ICA COOP marque was launched in Cape Town, 
Africa during the ICA General Assembly in November 
2013. There were four options of the co-operative 
marque for the Asia Pacific region to choose from and 
these were circulated to all members. Of the 20
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responses (12 countries, 20 mennbers) received, an 
overwhelming majority opted for the marque Option lb  
(see section on New COOP Marque).

4. Ensuring Supporting Legal Frame Worl<s

The 1st Asia Pacific Co-operative Registrars' Conference 
was held in November in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from
10-11 December 2013. The ICA-AP study on, "Bye Laws 
of Primary Co-operative Societies" was commissioned 
and presented at the Conference.

5. Securing Reliable Co-operative Capital

Reliable capital is the base of any business. However, in 
case of co-operative business, securing reliable capital 
is more of a concern as it is a collective business and risk 
taking capacity among members is not so strong. In line 
with the values of self-help and solidarity, members 
should generate their own funds and not invest in risky 
ventures. The co-operatives should be made aware of 
reliable investment streams and be vigilant in

safeguarding the interest of members in case they 
accepted investmentfrom outside of co-operatives.

ICA-AP conducted several capacity building programs to 
enhance the capacity of stakeholders to create wealth 
through co-operative business. ICA-AP collaborated 
with several members in the region to generate capital 
for implementation of its various activities. It also 
extended support to members who required financial 
assistance in implementing their projects. Besides 
financial capital, skilled human capital is also very 
important. Therefore, serious efforts need to be made 
for inclusion of women and youth in the co-operatives 
to make it an inclusive organisation.

ICA-AP members contributed generously to support 
members from co-operatives in the Philippines who 
were devastated by typhoon Haiyan.

In order to promote trade among co-operatives, a 
seminar was held in China.

□

Participants of the ICA-Japan Training Course at the Direct Sales Shop ofJA Enshu-Chuo
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Higlilights
New COOP Marque

The new ICA COOP Marque was launched in Cape Town, 
Africa during the ICA General Assembly in Novennber 
2013. On the day of the launch of the nnarque. Dame 
Pauline Green, President of ICA said,

"This new brand or identifier that we have produced, is 
something that we believe there is a real thirst for 
around the world and has been for some time. When we 
had the U N logo, everybody around the world used it."

There were four options of the co-operative marque for 
the Asia Pacific region to choose from and these were 
circulated to all members. Of the 20 responses (12 
countries, 20 members) received, an overwhelming 

. majority opted for the marque given below.

CGO? International
Co-operative
Alliance
Asia and Pacific

Mr. Charles Gould, Dame Pauline Green and the Regional Director of ICA-Americas at the launch of the new Co-op Marque in 
Cape Town, South Africa.
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1st ASIA PACIFIC CO-OPERATIVE REGISTRARS' CONFERENCE
Theme: Sound Tuning of Co-operative Law, Policy & Regulation 

and Primary Co-operative Bye-Laws

The 1st Asia-Pacific Co-operative Registrars' Conference 
on the theme, 'Sound Tuning of Co-operative Law, 
Policy & Regulation and Primary Co-operatives Bye- 
Laws' was held on 10-12 December 2013 in Kuala 
Lumpur co-hosted by the Malaysia Co-operative 
Societies Commission (MCSC) and Malaysian National 
Co-operative Movement (ANGKASA).

Co-operative Registrars are the central and very 
important Government Authorities who are responsi
ble for formation, development, amalgamation and 
dissolution of cooperative societies especially in the 
South Asia region. Therefore, conferencing among

context, the objectives of the Conference were multi
functional :

• To review and follow up on the progress of action 
taken on the Declaration and Recommendations of 
the last Co-operative Ministers' Conference

• To address legal, policy and regulatory issues 
impacting overall governance and supportive 
measures for co-operatives in their respective 
countries

• To share experiences of countries and best prac
tices in respect of the concerned areas of co
operative development.

The delegates with H.E Data' Hasan bin Malel<, Honourable Minister of Domestic Trade, 
Co-operatives and Consumerism, Government of Malaysia

Registrars of various countries is the best instrument to 
carry out the mandates given by the Co-operative 
Ministers' Conference and to build better co-operative 
system together with the co-operative apex organiza
tions of their respective countries in the region.

The Conference was mandated by the 10th ICA Asia- 
Pacific Regional Assembly held in Kobe, Japan on 29 
November 2012, in order to address legal, policy and 
regulatory issues impacting over all governance and 
functioning of Co-operatives in the region. Given this

With the above objectives, the Conference deliberated 
on co-operative governance, experience sharing 
including best practices so as to arrive at a common 
understanding of main issues -  legal and practical for 
preparation of bye laws of primary Co-operatives in a 
manner consistent with the ICA Statement on Co
operative Identity and to consider common guidelines 
for adoption in the conference on framing of bye laws of 
primary co-operatives.

The owner of the Conference, Registrars of Co
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(l-r) Dr Chan Ho-Choi, Regional Director, iCA-AP; Dato l ĵ. Abdullah, President, ANGKASA; H.E. Data Hasan Bin Malek, Hon'ble 
Minister of Domestic Trade, Co-operatives and Consumerism; Dr. Chandra Pal Singh Yadav, Vice-President, ICA-AP and Dato Hj. 
Nik AH Bin Mat Yunus, Executive Chairman, MCSC, at opening the Conference

operatives from 7 countries, representatives of 
seventeen ICA-AP member apex co-operatives and 
three international organisations -  International 
Labour Organisation (ILO), Asian Confederation of 
Credit Unions ( ACCU) and International Organisation 
of Industrial, Artisanal and Service Producers' Co
operatives (CICOPA) participated fully and their 
contribution has been of immense value to the 
Conference.

The participation of the H.E Dato' Hasan bin Malek, 
Honourable Minister of Domestic Trade, Co
operatives and Consumerism, Government of 
Malaysia; Emmanuel S. Santiaguel, Chairperson, Co
operative Development Authority of Philippines; Dr. 
Chandrapal Singh Yadav, Vice Chairperson of the ICA 
Asia and Pacific Board and Datuk Hj. Nik AN Bin Mat 
Yunus, Executive Chairperson, Malaysia Co-operative 
Societies Commission and around 200 co-operators

representing the co-operative movement made the 
Conference a broad based conclave on the subject of bye 
laws taken up for the first time by the ICA Asia and Pacific 
(ICA-AP) as a strategic issue for co-operative develop
ment. The Regional Director of ICA AP drew the attention 
of the Conference to the System Elements in 'Building 
Enabling Legal and Policy Environment for Co-operatives 
in Asia-Pacific' highlighting basic principles, institutions of 
governance and their inter relationships for building this 
environment conducive to growth of co-operatives. This 
constituted the framework of the proceedings of the 
Conference.

The findings of the study on bye laws of primary co
operative societies in the region formed the base paper 
for deliberations of the Conference. Delivering the 
inaugural address, the Honourable Minister of Domestic 
Trade, Co-operatives and Consumerism, Malaysia 
informed the Conference that the Government of

10 A N N U A L  R E P O R T - 2 0 1 3
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(r-l): Mr. HyungsikEum, CICOPA; Mr. Maurizio Bussi, Director, ILO;Mr Ranjith Hettiarachchi, CEO, ACCU and Hon'ble Registrars of 
of Co-operatives, Mr W.ti. Karunarathana, Sri Lanka; Mr Low Puk Yeong, Singapore; Dr Emmanuel M. Santiaguel, Philippines; 
Mr Kedar Newpane, Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Nepal

Malaysia has accorded high importance to the co
operatives as a sector balancing nnarket based eco
nomic activities under capitalism and state sector taking 
into account the social impact of globalisation which 
necessitated a clear separation as well as simultaneous 
and harmonious growth of agencies and sectors 
influencing the economy. This is in line with the Vision- 
2020 document to make Malaysia a developed country 
by providing its citizens opportunities for growth in all 
spheres. Malaysia is keen to expand social co-operatives 
as distinct from co-operatives engaged purely in 
business activities as a means to maximise socio
economic benefits blending concern for community 
with economic progress.
Dr Chandrapal Singh Yadav, Vice Chairperson - ICA Asia 
and Pacific and President, National Co-operative Union 
of India, gave an overview of the co-operative sector in 
India highlighting its huge coverage in the form of 
600,000 co-operatives with 230 million members in

diverse sectors. He also mentioned that in Asia Pacific 
region, the enactment of Co-operative Code2009 in 
Philippines containing the seven ICA Principles of Co
operative Identity and laying down elaborate rules and 
procedures for specialised co-operative activities in 20 
sectors, e.g. agriculture and fisheries, the Co-operative 
Amendment Act 2009 of Bhutan and the co-operative 
policy reforms measures in Sri Lanka, inclusion of the 
Right to form co-operatives as a fundamental right in 
the list of Fundamental Rights in the Constitution of 
India, the Co-operative Development Plan 2011-2016 of 
Philippines, the Iranian Plan to raise the share of the Co
operatives in the national GDP from the present 9% to 
25% by 2020, the Japanese Basic Plan for food and 
agriculture and rural areas for ensuring food security 
and the important role assigned to co-operatives in the 
national effort must be viewed as outcomes of the 
advocacy of ICA-AP

□

A N N U A L  R E P O R T -  2 0 1 3 11
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CONFERENCE RESOLUTION
Adopted on December 11, 2013

Whereas, the ICA-Asia and Pacific has been urging its 
members and national Governments through various 
forums such as the Co-operative IVlinisters' 
Conference especially, the Joint Declaration of the 9th 
Asia Pacific Co-operative Ministers' Conference, 
Bangkok - 2012, that called upon countries to initiate 
changes in co-operative laws and policies to achieve 
the objective in creating the legal and policy 
environment that is conducive to the development of 
co-operatives in accordance with the principles 
embodied in the ICA Statement on Co-operative 
Identity (Manchester-1995) and that, in pursuance of 
the aforesaid Declaration, the Regional Assembly of 
the ICA-Asia and Pacific, Kobe - 2012 decided to 
convene a Conference of Registrars of co-operative 
societies of the region in Malaysia in 2013 to 
deliberate on the making of by-laws by primary co
operative societies - viewed as a 'strategic issue' with 
the objective of making the process transparent and 
participatory with active participation of women and 
youth, and attaining financial sustainability while 
exploring new areas of co-operative businesses and 
that, we, the participants from sixteen countries 
deliberated on the legal, policy and management 
issues, taking note of the positions obtained from the 
region, and while reaffirming the autonomous and 
voluntary character of co-operatives and the co
operative principle of 'concern for the community', 
hereby resolve,

1. that ICA-Asia and Pacific members and 
representatives of Governments will work 
earnestly in close co-ordination to review the 
existing provisions in co-operative laws of their 
respective countries relating to the formulation 
of by-laws and make the process truly 
participatory;

2. to increase the participation of women and 
youth in the overall functioning of Co-operatives 
to ensure inclusive participation and social 
cohesion;

3. to incorporate systems and procedures in by
laws to ensure financial sustainability of co
operatives by introducing prudential norms of 
management designed to help the members to

avoid risky ventures and to improve and diversify 
their businesses while achieving their social, cultural 
and economic well being in a manner consistent with 
the co-operative principles;

4. to recommend a facilitative role for the concerned 
co-operative apex organisation in providing expert 
advice in the preparation of by-laws and 
institutionalise such roles of the co-operative apex 
organisation by proposing suitable legal measures 
and further recommend a mechanism of organising 
national conferences to deliberate on legal, policy 
and management issues concerning the co
operatives in their respective countries to enable co
operatives to evolve towards a higher and 
sustainable growth path;

5. to encourage the formation of a parliamentarian 
network to support the efforts of the Registrars/ 
Regulators in establishing a responsive legal and 
policy framework;

6. to consider the indicative by-laws presented in the 
Conference, an adaptive approach of making of by
laws which allows a responsive mechanism to meet 
local needs and situations to be adopted rather than 
the prevalent practice of'adopting' model bylaws, to 
appropriately provide a practical, legal and 
functional framework for primary co-operatives;

7. to invite the ICA-Asia and Pacific to follow up the 
matter of reforming the process of making by-laws 
with members and respective regulatory authorities 
and report the progress achieved to the Regional 
Assemblyfromtimetotime; and

8. to consider the establishment of the Asia-Pacific Co
operative Registrars'/Registrars' Association and its 
secretariat.

Adopted by the Conference under the Chairmanship of
Datuk Nik Ali Bin Mat Yunus, Executive Chairman,
Malaysia Co-operative Societies Commission.

Datuk Nik Ali Bin Mat Yunus Dr. Chan Ho Choi
Chairperson Conference Secretariat
Signed on 11th December 2013 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
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iCA-AP Business Office in Malaysia
The 10th ICA-AP Regional Assembly held on 
29th November, 2012 in Kobe, Japan 
approved the opening of a Malaysia Business 
Office (MBO) in collaboration with member 
organisation, ANGKASA. To this end. Dr. Chan 
Ho Choi, Regional Director of ICA-AP and Dr.
Mohd Ali Baharum, President of ANGKASA 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) on 27th February, 2013 for 
establishing the office at ANGKASA premises.

The soft opening ceremony of the ICA-AP 
MBO was held on the afternoon of 28th 
August 2013 in the premises of ANGKASA.
The opening address was by Dato' Hj. Abdul 
Fattah Hj. Abdullah, the newly elected 
President of ANGKASA, followed by Dr. Chan 
Ho Choi. Those present at the opening 
included, ICA-AP staff, the Deputy President,
Vice Presidents and other officers of 
ANGKASA, representatives of two other ICA-AP 
members, ACFSMC, China and NACF, Korea and the staff 
seconded by these organisations to the MBO. A press 
conference was held after the opening. The MBO will 
plan and implement relevant activities to achieve 
following strategic objectives:

• To increase business interaction and exchange 
between/among consumer co-operatives, co
operative insurance and banking.

Soft launching of ICA-AP Malaysia Business Office by Dr Chan IHo-Choi and 
Dato Hj. Abdullah

To promote 'coop trade' strategically by the models 
of 'fair-trade' and 'B to B trade platform' through 
internet in the region.

To promote technical exchange and assistance in IT 
technology through workshops and trainings.

To transfer technical and managerial know-how, 
especially in the field of 'resource recycling' and 
'renewable energy' business.

□

Signing of the MOU by the ICA-AP and ANGKASA
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ICA AP Regional Board Meetings

There were two meetings of ICA-AP Regional Board held i.
in 2013.

The first meeting was held in Haikou, China on 
15th March 2013 hosted by ACFSMC.

Mr. Li Chunsheng (5th from left) with Board Members in China

The second meeting was held in Cape Town, South Africa on 1st November 2013 in conjunction with the ICA 
General Assembly.

The Board members and staff posing for a photo in Cape Town after the meeting

14 A N N U A L  R E P O R T - 2 0 1 3
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During the year, 22 activities were conducted under the 10 projects, covering 750 women and men co- 
operators from 18 countries. The projects covered all sectors of business in which our members are 
involved and included cross cutting themes such as gender mainstreaming and youth co-operation.

1. Agriculture

The ICA-AP in collaboration with MAFF Japan, JA- 
Zenchu and IDACA implemented three major capacity 
building programs in which about 40 co-operative 
leaders/officials from 15 countries were trained.

i. Two courses under the ICA Japan Training on, 
"Fostering Core Leadership of Agricultural Co

operatives," were held in February-March and 
October-November. The duration of each program 
is about 2 months; one month is spent at the 
Institute of Rural Management (IRMA), India 
where the participants attend training on co
operative management and the other month they 
move to Japan and attend training by Japanese 
agriculture co-operatives. The intake in each batch 
is 12 participants from 10 countries.

Owner of Organic Hut-Bhaikaka Krishi Kendra, briefing the participants of the training course in India

A N N U A L  R E P O R T - 2 0 - 1 3 1 5
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quality and safety management of farm products.

This program is held for 23 days in IDACA, Japan 
every year. This year, 12 participants from 6 
countries attended the program held from 9th July 
to 1st August 2013.

Training on "Agricultural Products Marketing and 
Logistics for Co-operatives" was held in Beijing

Participants of the course at a grading and processing centre 
in Japan

ii. Organising farmers and strengthening marketing 
activities of farmer's organisations is essential for 
ensuring sound development of agriculture and 
activation of rural economy. The ICA-Japan 
Training Course on, "Quality and Safety 
Management of Farm Products" was designed as a 
new training course from 2011 for a period of 3 
years. The course is held once in a year and 
participants are invited from Cambodia, Lao, 
Myanmar and Vietnam (CLMV countries) and 
South Asian countries. The objective of the 
training course is to assist experts in the 
distribution field to play an important role in the

Participants in China Training

China from May 22-31, 2013 in collaboration with 
ACFSMCandlLO.

iv. The ICA-NACF joint workshop on "Agricultural Co
operative System in Korea" was held from 23-28 
September 2013 in Seoul, Korea.

I C A - A P &  N A C F  J o i n t  W o r k s h o pon the Agricultural Co-operative System  in K o re a

Opening ceremony of the worl<shop on Agricultural Co-operative System in Korea held in Seoul

1B A N N U A L  R E P O R T  - 2 0 1 3
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2. Consumer

Participants with the Chairman of NCCF and Mr. Annano in Goa workshop

The following activities were implemented for 
development of Consumer Co-operatives in the region.

i. Workshop on Development of Consumer Co
operatives was held on 3rd April 2013 in Goa, India.

The 13th Asia Pacific Regional Workshop on 
'Management of Consumer Co-operatives' was 
held in Singapore from 3-5 July 2013.

Participants learning at a R&D centre in IVIiyagi coop

ii. A 17 days training program on 'Management of 
Consumer Co-operatives' for managers of 
consumer co-operatives was held by ICA-AP in 
collaboration with JCCU from July 19 to August 4 
2013 at Miyagi Co-operative in Japan.

Participants of the 13th Regional Workshop in Singapore

NTUC Fairprice, Singapore hosted this 3 days workshop, 
which was attended by 18 co-operators from Vietnam, 
Philippines, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Iran and Indonesia. The 
objectives of the workshop were to promote 
understanding of socio-economic role of consumer co
operatives, to study the successful cases of 
international and to establish an international network 
ofconsumerco-operativeleadersand managers. q

a n n u a l  r e p o r t - 2 0 1 3
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3. Gender Mainstreaming

Women empowerment and gender mainstreaming for 
co-operative development are the core strategic areas 
for ICA-AP. A number of programs were implemented to 
achieve the goal of increasing women's participation at 
all levels of co-operative business management. The 
ICA-AP Committee on Women is quite active in planning 
and implementing its activities. The following activities 
were implemented duringtheyear:

i. Meeting of the Office Bearers of ICA-AP Committee 
on Women was held on 13th Feb 2013 in Saitama 
City inJapan.

The writing of "Resource Guide for Advanced 
Training of Co-operatives on Entrepreneurship 
Development of Women and Gender equality" was 
commissioned in 2012 and the first draft was pilot 
tested at workshops held in Tokyo, Japan in 
February and in Pune, India in April respectively.

Training in progress in Pune, India

Office bearers of the Women Committee with Mr. Amano at 
the Office bearers meeting

Participants in the Training in Tol<yo, Japan
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ICA-AP Regional Workshop on enhancing the role of 
women in co-operative business for women and 
men co-operative leaders was held from 4-6 June, in

Mongolia in collaboration with Mongolian Co
operative Alliance.

Workshop in progress

iv. Training for "Management Capacity Building of 
Women for Co-operative Development" was held 
in Tehran, Iran from 14-18, 2013 in collaboration 
with Iranian Chamber of Co-operatives.

Participants visit a co-operative

Co-operative members with their products at the coop bazar A coop carpet vi/eaving training centre in Tehran, Iran
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V. Quarterly newsletters of the Committee on Women have been published and disseminated to members. 
Issues of the Newsletters

vi. The 3rd ICA-Japan Train ing Course on 
"Revitalisation of Local Community by Rural 
Women" was held in Thailand and Japan from 16th 
September to 18th October 2013. 11 participants 
from 8 countries attended this annual program 
supported by MAFF, Japan. The main objective of

the course is to build the capacity of women field 
workers/coordinators and co-operative leaders 
who are engaged in mobilising women in rural 
community to help them in enhancing skills for 
income generation.

□

Course participants in Japan
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4. Youth Co-operation

The ICA-AP Committee on Youth Co-operation meeting 
was held in Buldana, India on 19th July 2013 and 
attended by 14 members from 10 countries. The 
election of the office bearers of the committee was held 
and the meeting formally adopted the constitution of 
the committee.

In conjunction with the committee meeting, the Asia- 
Pacific Co-operative Youth Forum on the theme: 
"Challenges for Youth as a Strategic Group in 
Development of Co-operatives" was also held and 
attended by 600 co-operators.

The Youth Committee members and other leaders with Dr. CHOI

5. University/Campus Co-operatives

The Meeting of the ICA-AP 
Committee on University/ 
Campus Co-operatives was held 
in Seoul, Korea followed by a 
workshop on the theme, "Better 
Campus life. Better Society by 
Co-operation," from 4-7 July 
2013.

More than 100 co-operators 
from 9 countries and students 
and teaching faculty of universi
ties attended the workshop. The 
com m ittee recom m ended 
adopting students as members 
of the committee. The participants with banner of the wori<shop in Seoul
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6. Human Resource Development

The 25th Meeting of the ICA-AP Committee on 
Human Resource Development (HRD) was held on 
26th November, 2013 in Colombo, Sri Lanka to

discuss administrative matters and future course 
of action.

Dr. Karunarathna and Dr. Bhagwati Prasad lighting the inaugural lamp at the opening ceremony

In conjunction with its 25th meeting, the ICA-AP 
Committee on HRD also held a Regional Seminar 
on, "Success stories as a tool for co-operative 
education and training," in Colombo on 26-28 
November in collaboration with Sri Lanka 
Consumer Co-operative Societies Federation Ltd. 
(COOPFED).

Co-operatives, as business/service organization, 
are implementing HRD measures to ensure 
capacity building of all stakeholders -  members, 
officials and employees engaged. The seminar 
focused on concept, definition and functions of 
HRD and also show cased the "Best Practices" 
being adopted by some co-operatives to achieve 
performance improvement.
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7. Communications

The communication system in the Regional Office has 
been improved with an eye to promote understanding 
of co-operative message and increasing awareness not 
only among members but also stakeholders. Annual Report 2012

IC A -A fto a B d P u if lc .  .  .

newsletter
IC A -A ^ aad P ftd fic  .  - -
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iCA Aaia and Pacific .  -  -
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ICA-Asia and Pacific .  .  .
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8. Coop Trade

The ICA-ACFSMC Seminar on "International Trade 
among Co-operatives in Asia and the Pacific" was held 
in Kunming, China from 17-22 November 2013 in 
collaboration with ACFSMC and ILO. The objective of 
the seminar was to enhance knowledge and skills of co

operators on various aspects of trade and encourage 
co-operatives to establish trade relationship among 
themselves. The seminar provided a platform for 30 
participants from 11 countries to come together and 
build a network.

IGA-AdSII&Seniinaron 

International Trade among Co-operatives in Asia and the Pacific

12.-22 N o v . , Y u n n a n . C l i i n a L
Mr. Li Chunsheng, ICA-AP President addressing the seminar alongwith Dr. Chan l-lo Choi

A view of the participants at the Seminar
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9. Research

Dr. J.N.L. Srivastava and Mr. Akira Kurimoto at the opening ceremony

The 8th ICA-AP Research Conference on "Main-
streaming Co-operatives in Global Economy" was held 
from 29-30 November, 2013 in Mysore, India. The event 
was hosted by the Department of Studies in Economics 
and Co-operation and the Third Sector Research
Resource Centre, University of Mysore.

Dr. J.N.L. Srivastava, Managing Trustee, IFFCO
Foundation; Mr. Akira Kurimoto, Director, Japan
Consumer Co-operative Institute, Tokyo, Japan; Prof. 
K.S. Rangappa, Vice-Chancellor, University of Mysore; 
Prof. D.S. Leelavathi, Chairman, Department of Studies 
in Economics and Co-operation; Prof. Yashavantha 
Dongre, Professor of Commerce, University of Mysore 
and Prof. M. Indira, Coordinator, Third Sector Research 
Resource Centre, University of Mysore v/ere the chief 
organisers and speakers who stressed upon the urgent

need to establish good study and research on co
operatives as the Asia-Pacific region lacks good research 
documents on co-operatives. The Conference was 
attended by officials from the State Co-operative 
Department, faculty from various departments of the 
University of Mysore, research scholars, students and 
paper presenters from various parts of India, South 
Asian countries, Japan and Malaysia.

During the two days Conference, three technical 
sessions with three parallel streams were held and 
attended by over 250 participants. The Conference 
ended with a Closing Plenary. Out of 52 abstracts 
received, 37 were selected based on blind reviews. 32 
scholars attended and presented their papers in the 
parallel sessions. The papers were well-received and 
there was lively discussion.
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10. Studies, Reports and Guides

CGOp ln t«rna tio n«l 
C o -op «ra tiv*  
Alliance  
Asia and Pacific

Stu dy on B y-law s o f  
P rim ary C o-operatives  

in  the  
A sia-P acific  R egion

RANGAN DUTTA.i>.S(RM.) 
Princtpal Con«ultant, ICA Asia and PacMe

The Resolution and Report of the 1st Asia-Pacific 
Co-operative Registrars' Conference held in 
Malaysia in December 2013 was published and 
distributed.

The ICA-AP Study on the Bye Laws of Primary Co
operatives was successfully completed and 
presented at the 1st Asia-Pacific Co-operative 
Registrars' Conference.

From time to time, ICA-AP develops resources for 
the benefit of its members. The "Resource Guide 
for advanced training of co-operatives on 
entrepreneurship development of women and 
gender equality" was commissioned in 2012. The 
first draft of the Guide was pilot tested in trainings 
held in Tokyo, Japan and Pune, India in February 
and May 2013 respectively.

All the publications can be found at: www.ica-ap.coop
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ICA President in India

ICA President with President of NCUl and other co-operators in New Delhi

in April, Dame Pauline Green, President of ICA visited 
India. This was her first visit to India since she took 
charge as President of ICA in November 2009. Dame 
Green visited the ICA-AP office in New Delhi to meet 
staff, paid a visit to Indian Farmers Fertiliser Co
operative Limited (IFFCO) and attended a meeting 
organised by National Co-operative Union of India 
(NCUl).

She put down succinctly her views on the role India 
could play as an emerging economy and the present and 
future potential of the co-operative movement in the 
country. According to her, "India is now getting used to 
being something otherthan just a 'developing' country, 
as its economy continues to grow at rates significantly

greater than those of mature Western economies — an 
average of 7.6% between 2002 and 2007 and of 8.2%for 
the four years 2007 to 2011. So what of its huge co
operative sector? The largest co-operative country by 
numbers of primary co-ops at just over 610,000, with 
98% of Indian villages covered by co-operatives that are 
active in a vast range of economic activities, the Indian 
movement represents one quarter of the worlds one 
billion individual co-operative members! A three-day 
visit can only touch the surface of understanding just 
what that means for the future of co-operation in this 
vast, teeming, energetic and young country as it starts 
to lift itself into a better future. The ICA has had an Asia 
Pacific office in New Delhi now for over 50 years and this 
was the starting place for my visit...."
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India: NCUI-National Co-operative Congress

The Honourable President of India alongwith national and international leaders at the Congress

The 16th Indian Co-operative Congress was held on 25-
26 June 2013 in New Delhi. The President of India, His 
Excellency, Shri Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated the 
Congress. Dame Pauline Green, President of ICA and Mr. 
Li Chunsheng, President of ICA-AP were also present.
Dr. Chandrapal Singh Yadav, President of NCUl wel
comed the honourable guests and members. The 
Honourable President of India delivered the opening 
address.
The two day Congress discussed the following issues:

1. DirectTax Code Bill
2. Co-operative Legislation and Governance
3. Co-operative Credit sector: Issues and Challenges
4. Co-operative Enterprises acceptable business
5. Consumer and Food Production: Role of Co

operatives
6. Women and Youth in Co-operatives
7. Co-operative Education and Training
8. Emerging 'Co-operatives: Weaker Section Co

operatives

Iran: Building and Construction Industries exhibition
The Iranian Chamber of Co-operatives (ICC) held the 
International Building and Construction Industries

Exhibition in July, 2013. Several countries from Asia, EU 
and Africa participated in the exhibition.

New Zealand: New Trends Emerging

Co-operative Business NZ reported that while new co
ops are emerging, consolidation is taking place.
Two seemingly opposite trends are going on right now 
among New Zealand's co-operatives. While almost 30 
groups are taking advantage of provisional membership 
of Co-operative Business New Zealand to help them get 
a new co-op off the ground, the members of large, well- 
established co-ops are voting to combine. In February 
2013, members of the country's two largest farm supply 
coops voted in favour of merging. A merger of South 
Island co-op CRT and the North Island co-op Farmlands, 
with 54,000 members, more than 1,000 staff and 78 
stores, the new Farmlands Co-operative Society will

have an annual revenue of more than NZ$2 billion.
So as consolidation takes place among existing co
operatives, the number of coops in New Zealand is 
growing as more entrepreneurs become aware of what 
can be gained through joining together with others in a 
co-operative business that transacts with its members. 
The small number of co-operatives and mutual busi
nesses in New Zealand are not insignificant: put 
together, their annual revenue is almost NZ$ 40 billion. 
These two seemingly opposite moves are likely to result 
in a long-term increase in the contribution co
operatives make to the economy.
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ICA-AP President, Mr. Li Chunsheng visited in April, 2013

iCA President, Dame Pauline Green visited in April and June, 2013

15 students from 
Gandhigram University 
visited in September, 
2013

A delegation of 40 Co-operators from Nepal visited in January, 2013 

IDACA officials visited for annual planning meeting in February, 2013

A N N U A L  R E P O R T -  2 0 1 3 20



I C A  A s i a  a n d  P a c if ic

As a pan Asia organisation, ICA-AP worl<s with a 
diversified range of co-operative nnembers, 
government agencies, international organisations and 
other stakeholders.

In order to achieve the goals listed in the Blueprint for a 
Co-operative Decade and to reposition Co-operatives as 
"Builders of Sustainability", the ICA-AP w/orks in close 
co-operation with:

1. All members in 24 countries: Members extend 
support and host various ICA-AP capacity building and 
advocacy programs especially, NCUl, ACFSMC, NACF, 
JCCU have always been supportive by sending staff on 
secondment/deputation and supporting dedicated 
programs on development of agriculture, marketing, 
consumer coops and also gender mainstreaming, 
inclusion of youth.

2. The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries of Japan (MAFF): MAFF is a long standing

partner and has been supporting major capacity 
building programs for more than 25 years. These 
programs are being implemented by ICA in 
collaboration with Ja-Zenchu and IDACA.

3. The UN Agencies and International Organisations
such as UNDP, ILO and FAO: Representatives of these 
organisations have been invited to attend events and 
share information and resources.

4. Malaysia Co-operative Societies Commission and 
The Malaysian National Co-operative Organisation of 
Malaysia (ANGKASA) have been very generous to host 
the 1st Asia-Pacific Co-operative Registrars' 
Conference. We are grateful to them for all the support 
in successfully organising the Conference.

5. ANGKASA helped in setting up the ICA-AP 
Malaysia Business Office by providing logistics and 
administrative support, including office space and 
seconding of staff.

T i t

OBITUARY
Dr. Yahudah Paz bid adieu to us on November 28,2013. 

The ICA family is deeply saddened by this news.

Mr. Li Chunsheng, Vice President, International Co-operative Alliance, extended heartfelt 
condolencestoDr. Yehudah Paz's family and the NISPED-AJEEC family.

He said in his message that, "Dr. Yehudah Paz, the founding Chairman of NISPED-AJEEC, 
made tremendous contributions to the Kibbutz movement and to the world co-operative 
movement. During his service in the board of ICA, Dr. Yehudah Paz left us a treasure trove 

of memories. What we have once enjoyed, we can never lose. All that we love deeply becomes part of us. I do 
believe that the best way to honour Dr. Yehudah Paz who is not with us any more is to keep his memory alive 
through every day events and further promote the co-operative movement to make a better world. May Dr. 
Yehudah Paz rest in peace."

Dr. Yehudah Paz was the ICA Board member (1995-2005), Chairperson of the ICA-AP HRD Committee and 
member of the ICA-AP Standing Committee.
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I. List and contact of Board Members

ANNEXURE

01 Mr. Li Chunsheng
Vice President
All China Federation of Supply & 
Marketing Coops
45 Fu Xing Men Nei Street 
Beijing-100 801, China.
E-mail: chinacoop@acfsmc.coop

Chairperson 07 Mr. Jose Romeo B. Ebron
Chairperson
National Confederation of Coops (NATCCO) 
227, J.P Rizal Street, Project-4 
Quezon City-1109, Philippines.
E-mail: jrebron75@yahoo.com.ph 
cc: ceo@natcco.coop

Vice Chairperson 0802 Dr. Chandra Pal Singh Yadav
President
National Co-operative Union of India,
3, Siri Institutional Area 
New Delhi-110016, India.
E-mail: ncuipresident@gmail.com

03 Mr. H.A.M. Nurdin Halid Vice Chairperson
President 09
DEKOPIN (The Indonesian Coop Council)
Jl. Raya Pasar Minggu No.97-B 
Jakarta Selatan-12520, Indonesia 
E-mail: ratihdekopin@yahoo.com

04 Mr. Akira Banzai
President 10
Central Union of Agricultural Coops (JA-ZENCHU)
1-3-1, Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo 100-6837, Japan.
E-mail: kokusai.s@zenchu-ja.or.jp

05 Mr. Won-Byung Choi
Chairman 11
National Agricultural Co-operative Federation 
75, Chungjeong-ro, 1-Ga, Jung-ku,
Seoul City -100707, Rep. of Korea.
E-mail: nacfico@nonghyup.com

06 Prof Dato Dr. Mohd. Ali Baharum
President
Malaysian National Co-operative Movement 12
(ANGKASA)
Wisma Ungku A. Aziz, Jalan SS S/3, Kelana Jaya 
46798 Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia.
E-mail: drali@angkasa.coop 
cc: international@angkasa.coop

Mr. Chan Tee Seng
Chairman
Singapore National Co-operative Federation 
510 Thomson Road, #12-02, SLF Building, 
Singapore-298135.
E-mail: chants@ntucfirstcampus.com 
c c : dollygoh@sncf.org.sg

Mr. W. Lallth A. Peiris
President
National Co-operative Council of Sri Lanka 
455 Galle Road 
Colombo-3, Sri Lanka.
E-mail: chairman@coopinsu.com

Mr. Vitoon Naewpanit
Chairman
Co-operative League of Thailand 
13, Pichai Road, Dusit 
Bangkok-10300, Thailand.
E-mail: green.clt@gmail.com

Mr. Dao Xuan Can
President
Vietnam Cooperative Alliance 
Duong Dinh Nghe Street 
Yen Hoa Ward, Cau Giay District 
Hanoi, Vietnam.
E-mail: thuhangvca@yahoo.com

Dr. Sukesh Zamwar
Youth Representative 
Chief Managing Director 
Buldana Urban Credit Co-operative 
Sahakar Setu, Malkapur Road, Buldana City 
Maharashtra, Postal Code-400031, India 
E-mail: kanishkasukesh@yahoo.co.in

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  - 2 0 1 3 31

mailto:jrebron75@yahoo.com.ph
mailto:ncuipresident@gmail.com
mailto:ratihdekopin@yahoo.com
mailto:kokusai.s@zenchu-ja.or.jp
mailto:nacfico@nonghyup.com
mailto:chants@ntucfirstcampus.com
mailto:dollygoh@sncf.org.sg
mailto:chairman@coopinsu.com
mailto:green.clt@gmail.com
mailto:thuhangvca@yahoo.com
mailto:kanishkasukesh@yahoo.co.in


ICA Asia and Pacific

ii. List of Members

AUSTRALIA
01. Capricorn Society Ltd.

172 Burswood Road 
Victoria Park, Perth, WA-6979 
Australia.

02. Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd. (CBH Group)
Gayfer House, 30, Delhi Street,
West Perth 6005-Western Australia.

BANGLADESH
03 Bangladesh Jatiya Samabaya Union 

Samabaya Bank Sadan
9/D, Motijheel Commercial Area, 7th Floor 
Dhaka -1000, Bangladesh,

CHINA
04 All China Federation of Handicraft & Industrial Coops 

(ACFHIC)
22-B, Fuwai Street, Xicheng District 
Beijing-100833, China.

05 International Co-operation Department
All China Federation of Supply & Marketing Coops.
45, Fu Xing Men Nei Street 
Beijing-100801, China.

06 International Committee for the Promotion of Chinese 
Industrial Co-operatives (ICCIC)
Apt. 805, Building 3, Jilijiayuan, No. 20,
Shaoyaoju, Chao Yang District 
Beijing-100029, China

INDIA
07 Co-operative House Building & Finance Corporation 

Ltd. (Sahakari Awas-Nirman Evam Vitt Nigam Ltd.)
6, Sarojini Naidu Marg
Lucknow-226001.

08 Indian Farm Forestry Development Coop Ltd. (IFFDC) 
FMDI, IFFCO Colony, Sector-17-B 
Gurgaon-122001.

09 Indian Farmers Fertilizer Co-operative Ltd. (IFFCO) 
'IFFCO SADAN'
C-1, District Center, Saket 
New Delhi-110017.

10 Krishak Bharati Co-operative Ltd. (KRIBHCO)
A-10, Sector-1, Noida-201301.

11 National Agricultural Coop Marketing Federation of 
India Limited (NAFED)
"NAFED House", 1 Siddhartha Enclave,
Ring Road, Ashram Chowk,
New Delhi-110014.

12 National Co-operative Agriculture and Rural 
Development Banks' Federation Ltd (NCARDBF)
701 (7th Floor), A-Wing, BSEL Tech Park
Opp; Vashi Railway Sation 
Vashi, Navi Mumbai-400703.

13 National Co-operative Consumers' Federation Ltd. 
92, Deepali Building, 5th Floor, Nehru Place,
New Delhi-110019.

14 National Co-operative Union of India (NCUl)
3, Siri Institutional Area, Khelgaon Marg,
New Delhi-110016.

15 National Federation of Fishermen's Coops Ltd.
7-A, Sarita Vihar Institutional Area
New Delhi-110076.

16 National Federation of State Coop Banks Ltd.
J.K. Chamber, 5th Floor,
Plot No. 76, Sector 17, Vashi,
Navi Mumbai-400703.

17 National Coop Development Corporation (NCDC)
4, Siri Institutional Area, Khelgaon Marg 
New Delhi-110016.

INDONESIA
18 DEKOPIN

Jl. Raya Pasar Minggu No.97-B 
Jakarta Selatan-12520, Indonesia

19 INDUK KUD (National Federation of Rural Coops) 
Graha Padesan, Jl. Warung Buncit Raya No.18-20, 
Pejaten Jakarta 12510, Indonesia.

IRAN
20 Central Organization for Rural Co-operatives of Iran 

1813, Valli-e-Asr-Avenue, P.O. Box 14155-6569 
Tehran-15948, Iran.

21 Central Union of Rural Agricultural Coops of Iran 
78, North Felestin Avenue
RO. Box 14155-6413,
Tehran-15948, Iran.

3 2 A N N U A L  R E P O R T - 2 0 1 3



_yiCA Asia and Pacific

22 Iran Oil Seeds & Vegetable Oil Processing Factories 
Coop (FARDA Coop)
No. 399, West Taleghani Street 
Felestin Square 
Tehran, Iran.

23 Iran Central Chamber of Co-operatives (ICC)
No. 3, Sabounchi Street
Shahid Beheshti Avenue 
Tehran, Iran.

24 Mollah Al-Movahedin Credit Co-operative (NAMCC) 
No. 20, Nader Alley
Shahid Beheshti & Vali-e-asr Street Intersection 
Tehran-15116, Iran.

25 Supervision and Co-ordination Central Union of 
Rural and Agricultural Co-operatives (SCURA)
4th Floor, No. 518, North Felestin St.
Tehran, Iran.

26 Tose'e Ta'avon Bank (T.T. Bank)
No. 271, Next to LG Company,
Before Alborz St., Mirdamad Blv.,
Tose'e Ta'avon Bank 
1918934351-Tehran, Iran.

27 Cooperative Investment Guarantee Fund (CIGF)
13 Nejadkey St, Mirzaye Shirazi St,
Karimkhane Zand Ave, Tehran, Iran.

28 Pishgaman Kavir Yazd Co-operative Company (PKYCC) 
Opposite of Yazd TCI, Pishgaman Building,
Sadoghi Blvd., Yazd, Iran.

29 Central Union of Iran Animal Farmers (CUIAF)
No. 12, Azin Alley, Vesal Shirazi St.
p.c. = 1417843511 
Tehran, Iran.

ISRAEL
30 Coop Israel

19, Hagana Street 
P.O. Box-24092 
Jerusalem-97851, Israel.

31 The Kibbutz Movement
13 Leonardo Da Vinci Street 
Tel Aviv 61400, Israel.

32 Central Union for Co-operative Initiative in Israel 
24, Ha-arbaa Street
Tel Aviv, Israel.

JAPAN
33 Central Union of Agricultural Coops (JA-Zenchu)

1-3-1, Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo 100-6837, Japan.

34 lE-NO-HIKARI Association (Association for Education & 
Publications on Agri. Coops),
11, Funagawara-ku, Ichigaya,
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, Japan.

35 Japanese Workers' Co-operative Union (JWCU) 
Kobunsha Building, 6th Floor
3-1-2, Ikebukuro, Toshima-ku 
Tokyo 171-0014, Japan.

36 Japanese Consumers' Co-operative Union (JCCU)
Coop Plaza, 3-29-8, Shibuya, Shibuya-ku,
Tokyo 150-8913, Japan.

37 National Association of Labour Banks (NALB)
5-15, Kanda-Surugadai, Chiyoda-Ku 
Tokyo-1010062, Japan.

38 National Federation of Agricultural Co-operative 
Associations (ZEN-NOH)
8-3, Otemachi, 1-chome, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo 100-0004, Japan.

39 National Federation of Fisheries Co-operative 
Association (Zengyoren)
Cooperative Building, 7th Floor,
1-1-12, Uchikanda, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo 101-8503, Japan.

40 National Federation of Forest Owners' Co-operative 
Associations (Zenmori-Ren)
Coop Building, 8th Floor,
1-1-12, Unchikanda, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo 101-0047, Japan.

41 National Federation of University Coop Associations 
(NFUCA)
Daigaku Seikyo Kaikan Building 
3-30-22, Wada, Suginemi-ku 
Tokyo 166-8532, Japan.

42 National Federation of Workers and Consumers 
Insurance Co-operatives (Zenrosai)
12-10, Yoyogi-2, Shibuya-ku,
Tokyo 151-8571, Japan.
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43 National Mutual Insurance Federation of Agricultural 
Co-operatives (ZENKYOREN)
JA Kyosai Building
2-7-9, Hirakawa-cho, Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo 102-8630, Japan.

44 The Japan Agricultural News
2-3, Akihabara, Taito-ku,
Tokyo 110-8722, Japan.

45 Tiie Norinchukin Bank
(Central Coop Bank for Agriculture &
Forestry)
1-13-2, Yurakucho, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo 100-8420, Japan.

46 Japanese Health and Welfare Co-operative Federation 
(HeW Coop JAPAN)
Sanken Building, 4th floor
3-25-1, Hyakunin-cho, Shinjuku-ku 
Tokyo-169-0073, Japan.

53 National Forestry Coops Federation (NFCF) 
111-5, Samjeon-Dong, Song-gu
Seoul 138-880, Republic of Korea.

54 Korean Association of Social Economy 
Enterprises (KASEE)
23-4, Jungja-dong, Jangan-gu, 463-847 Suwon, 
Gyeonggi-do, Rep. of Korea

KUWAIT
55 Union of Consumer Co-operative Societies 

Hawally, Bloc 97, Othman Street
4th Ring Road, P.O. Box 1836 
Safat-13019, Kuwait.

MALAYSIA
56 Malaysian National Co-operative Movement 

(ANGKASA)
Wisma Ungku A. Aziz, Jalan SS 6/1, Kelana Jaya 
47301 Petaling Jaya 
Selangor, Malaysia.

KAZAKHSTAN
47 Union of Consumer Societies 

57, Tole bi Street 
050000-Almaty, Kazakhstan.

57 National Land Finance Co-operative Society Ltd. 
Level 10, Wisma Tun Sambanathan,
Jalan Sulaiman, PO. Box 12133 
Kuala Lumpur-50000, Malaysia.

KOREA
48 iCOOP Solidarity of Consumer Coops 

Yeongdeungpo-gu
Singil-dong 171-9, 3rd Floor 
Seoul, Republic of Korea.

49 Korean Federation of Community Credit 
Co-operatives (KFCCC)
164, Samseong 1-dong, Gangnam-gu 
Seoul 135-538, Republic of Korea.

50 International Co-operation Office 
National Agricultural Co-operative Federation 
75-1-ka, Chungjeong-ro, Jung-ku
Seoul City 100-707, Republic of Korea.

51 National Credit Union Federation of Korea (Nacufok) 
949, Dunsan-dong, Seo-ku
Daejeon Metropolitan City 
302-120, Republic of Korea.

52 National Federation of Fisheries Co-operatives (NFFC)
11-6, Songpa-Gu,
Shin-Cheon Dong
Seoul 138-730, Republic of Korea.

58 Co-operative College of Malaysia 
103, Jalan Templer, PO. Box 60 
46700 Petaling Jaya 
Selangor, Malaysia.

MONGOLIA
59 National Association of Mongolian Agricultural Coops 

Peace Avenue 18A/1
Ulaanbaatar-49
Mongolia.

60 Mongolian National Cooperators' Association (MNCA) 
Room 603, Government building 11,
Chingeltei district 
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

MYANMAR
61 Central Co-operative Society Limited (CCS)

Saya San Plaza, Junction of Saya San Road &
New University Avenue Road
Yangon, Myamnar.

NEPAL
62 National Co-operative Federation of Nepal Ltd.

Bijuli Bazar-39. GPO Box 11859 
Kathmandu-10, Nepal.
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63 National Co-operative Development Board (NCDB) 
Pulchowk, Lalitpur, Nepal

64 Nepal Agricultural Coop Central Federation (NACCF) 
Kupandole Height
Lalitpur, Nepal.

NEW ZEALAND
65 New Zealand Co-operative Association Inc.

Level 3, 75 Ghuznee Street 
Wellington-6011, New Zealand.

PAKISTAN
66 Karachi Coop Housing Societies Union Ltd.

SNPA-15, Shaheed-E-Millat Road 
Karachi-74800, Pakistan.

.PHILIPPINES
67 National Confederation of Coops Inc. (NATCCO)

227 J.P. Rizal Street, Project-4
Quezon City-1109, Philippines.

68 VICTO National Coop Federation & Development 
Center
59 1st Street, Beverly Hills, Lahug 
Cebu City, Philippines.

SINGAPORE
69 Singapore National Co-operative Federation Ltd. 

(SNCF)
510 Thomson Road,
#12-02, SLF Building,
Singapore-298135.

SRI LANKA
70 Federation of Thrift & Credit Coop Societies Ltd. 

45/90, Nawala Road
Narahenpita 
Colombo-5, Sri Lanka

71 National Co-operative Council of Sri Lanka (NCC) 
"Cooperative House", 455 Galle Road,
P.O. Box 1469,
Colombo-3, Sri Lanka.

72 Sri Lanka Consumer Co-operative Societies Federation 
No. 11, Saunders Place,
Colombo-12, Sri Lanka.

73 National Institute of Co-operative Development 
Polgolla, Kandy
Sri Lanka.

74 Kotikawatta Thrift and Credit Co-op Society Ltd-KTCCS 
230/A, Avissawella Road
Kitakawatta, Angoda 
Sri Lanka.

TAJIKISTAN
75 Republican Union of Consumer Societies 

(Soyuz Tadjikmatlubot)
Rudaki Ave. 137 
Dushanbe-734003 
Republic of Tajikistan.

THAILAND
76 Cooperative League of Thailand

13, Pichai Road, Dusit 
Bangkok-10300, Thailand.

77 Association of Asian Confederation of Credit Unions 
8th Floor, U-Tower Building
No. 411, Srinakarin Road, Suanluang 
Bangakok-10250, Thailand.

U.A.E.
78 The HR and Admin Manager 

Sharjah Co-operative Society (SCS)
RO. Box 5435
Sharjah, United Arab Emirates.

VIETNAM
79 International Relations Department 

Vietnam Co-operative Alliance 
Duong Dinh Nghe Street
Yen Hoa Ward, Cau Giay District 
Hanoi, Vietnam.
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ICA Co-operative Identity Statement
DEFINITION

A Co-operative is an autonomous association of persons united voluntarily to meet their common 
economic, social and cultural needs and aspirations through a jointly-owned and democratically- 
controlled enterprise.

VALUES
Co-operatives are based on the values of self-help, self-responsibility, democracy, equality, equity and 
solidarity. In the tradition of their founders. Co-operative members believe in the ethical values of 
honesty, openness, social responsibility and caring for others.

PRINCIPLES
The Principles of Co-operation are guidelines by which Co-operatives put their values into practice.
First Principle: Voluntary and Open Membership; Co-operatives are voluntary organisations, open 
to all persons able to use their services and willing to accept the responsibilities of membership, without 
gender, social, racial, political or religious discrimination.
Second Principie: Democratic Member Control: Co-operatives are democratic organisations 
controlled by their members, who actively participate in setting their policies and making decisions. 
Men and women, serving as elected representatives, are accountable to the membership. In primary 
Co-operatives, members have equal voting rights [one member one vote], and Co-operatives at other 
levels are also organised in a democratic manner.
Third Principle: Member Economic Participation; Members contribute equitably to, and 
democratically control, the capital of their Co-operative. At least part of that capital is usually the 
common property of the Co-operative. Members usually receive limited compensation, if any, on 
capital subscribed as a condition of membership. Members allocate surpluses for any or all of the 
following purposes: developing their Co-operative, possibly by setting up reserves, part of which at 
least would be indivisible; benefiting members in proportion to their transactions with the Co-operative; 
and supporting other activities approved by the membership.
Fourth Principle: Autonomy and Independence; Co-operatives are autonomous, self-help 
organisations controlled by their members. If they enter into agreements with other organisations, 
including governments, or raise capital from external sources, they do so on terms that ensure 
democratic control by their members and maintain their Co-operative autonomy.
Fifth Principle: Education, Training and Information; Co-operative provide education and training 
for their members, elected representatives, managers, and employees, so that they can contribute 
effectively to the development of their Co-operatives. They inform the general public -  particularly 
young people and opinion leaders -  about the nature and benefits of Co-operation.
Sixth Principie: Co-operation among Co-operatives: Co-operatives serve their members most 
effectively and strengthen the Co-operative Movement by working together through local, national, 
regional and international structures.
Seventh Principle: Concern for the Community: Co-operatives work for the sustainable 
development of their communities through policies approved by their members.
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Co-operative History
The Rochdale Pioneers

Co-operatives started out as small grassroots organisations in Western Europe, North America and Japan 
in the middle of the last century, however, it is the Rochdale Pioneers that is regarded as the prototype of 
the modern co-operative society and the founders of the Co-operative Movement.

In 1844 a group of 28 artisans working in the cotton mills in the town of Rochdale, in the north of England 
established the first modern co-operative business, the Rochdale Equitable Pioneers Society (photo). The 
weavers faced miserable working conditions and low wages, and they could not afford the high prices of 
food and household goods. They decided that by pooling their scarce resources and working together 
they could access basic goods at a lower price. Initially, there were only four items for sale: flour, oatmeal, 
sugar and butter.

The Pioneers decided it was time shoppers were treated with honesty, openness and respect, that they 
should be able to share in the profits that their customer contributed to and that they should have a 
democratic right to have a say in the business. Every customer of the shop became a member and so had a 
true stake in the business. At first the co-op was open for only two nights a week, but within three 
months, business had grown so much that it was open five days a week.

The principles that underpinned their way of doing business are still accepted today as the foundations 
upon which all co-operatives operate. These principles have been revised and updated, but remain 
essentially the same as those practiced in 1844.

V

International Co-operative Alliance - Asia and Pacific
9 Aradhana Enclave, R.K. Puram, Sector 13, New Delhi-110066 

Tel.: [91-11] 2688 8250 Fax: [91-11] 2688 8067 E-mail: info@icaroap.coop
Web : www.ica-ap.coop

http://www.ica-ap.coop
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Governance

MOU signing at the office o f  the Malaysia Co-operative Commission
The 10th ICA-AP Regional Assembly held on 29th November, 2012 
in Kobe, Japan approved opening o f its Business Office in Malaysia 
in collaboration with ANGKASA. To this end. Dr. Chan Ho CHOI, 
Regional Director o f ICA-AP and Dr. Mohd Ali Baharum, President 
of ANGKASA signed a Memorandum o f  Understanding (MOU) on 
27th February, 2013 for establishing the office at ANGKASA 
premises which will likely to be operational by June this year. The 
term o f  the MOU is two years.
Further to establishment o f the business office, four organizations.

ICA-AP Business Office in Malaysia

namely the All China Federation o f Supply and Marketing 
Co-operatives (ACFSMC), National Agricultural Cooperative 
Federation, (NACF), Japanese Consumers’ Cooperative Union 
(JCCU) and National Coop Organisation o f Malaysia (ANGKASA) 
will second their staff to this strategic office. As stated in the MOU, 
the Business Office in Malaysia shall act as a regional hub for 
overall ICA establishment and will specifically implement the 
activities o f ICA-Asia Pacific Region in promoting the business 
interactions among members through sectoral and thematic 
committees focusing on strategic areas such as Consumer Coops, 
Fair-trade, Insurance & Banking, IT Technology and Recycling of  
Renewable Resources.
For the operation o f this ICA-AP Business Office, ANGKASA will 
provide 133 m2 o f office space in the premises o f it’s Subsidiaries & 
Business Division opposite the main building. Mr. Shahruddin Bin 
Mohamed, Chief Development Officer expressed his interests in the 
development o f cold-chain system in Malaysia and to promotion o f  
the the ‘ANGKASA Food’ abroad. This business would get a boost 
with opening o f  the ICA-AP Business Office in Malaysia.
Dr. Choi extended his visit to the Malaysia Co-operative 
Commission and met Executive Chairman Datuk Nik Ali Bin Mat 
Yunus to discuss about organising o f the 1 st ICA-AP Co-operative 
Registrars’ Conference in Kuala Lumpur in August this year.

Meeting with Malaysian Co-operative Leaders
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From the Editor
My Best Wishes for a 
Peaceful and Co- 
o p e r a t i v e l y  
Progressive Year- 
2013 ! The lYC 2012 
c o n c l u d e d  
successfully in terms 

of reenergising the movement and 
the stake holders by prompting 
them to conduct celebratory events, 
make promises and commitments. 
Yet, a lot remains to be attended to. 
With the continuing negative socio- 
e co n o m ic-le g a l trends, c o 
operative movement cannot afford 
to be complacent and ICA has issued 
the final version of the Blueprint for 
the Co-operative Decade. It 
presents the strategy outline 
through which ICA aims to make 
2011 -2020 a Co-operative Decade of 
“Confident Grov^th”.
The Business Office in Malaysia v îll 
be operational soon and in order to 
continue efforts to create enabling 
legal and policy environment for 
good governance, “Study of By-Lav^s 
of Primary Co-operatives” has been 
commissioned and the ICA-AP v/ill 
implement all the ongoing capacity 
building projects for co-operatives 
and members in the region. We are 
grateful to members for sharing 
their news regularly and look 
forward to hearing your views as 
well. -Savitri Singh

Important Event
1st I C A - A P  Re g i o n a l  
C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  
Registrars/Regulators o f Co
operatives in Asia-Pacific 
will be held on 20-22 August, 
2013 in Malaysia.

Director General o f ICA visited  
members in Korea

After attending the ICA-AP Regional 
Assembly in Kobe, Charles Gould, ICA 
Director General extended his trip to Korea 
to visit member organizations to sensitize 
about the ‘ICA Blueprint For A Co
operative Decade’ which was adopted by 
the ICA General Assembly in Manchester. 
He visited ICA member organisation 
N ational A griculture C o-operative  
Federation (NACF) and met Mr. Won- 
Byung Choi, ICA Board member. DG with Mr. Won-BYUNG

ICA DG with Students o f  National Agriculture Co-operative Collage
He gave a lecture to students at Agricultural 
C o-operative C o lleg e  o f  N ational 
Agricultural Co-operative Federation 
(NACF) in the morning o f 3rd December

and attended a co-operative forum with 
members and youth o f iCoop Korea at the 
Sungkonghoe University in the afternoon.

DG at the iCoop Korea Forum
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iCoop Korea, a consumer co-operative and a member o f ICA, 
organised a co-operative forum o f  members and youth at the 
Sungkonghoe University in the afternoon o f 3rd December and DG 
of ICA was invited to have an interaction.

Charles Gould with Mr. Won Soon Park, Seoul City Mayor

Jae-Gu Kim, President o f  KOSEA with Charles Gould and 
Dr. Chan Ho Choi

Charles Gould also met Mr. Won Soon Park, Seoul City Mayor in his 
office and discussed the possible cooperation with ICA in the area of  
public awareness on co-operative business model, noting that the 
Seoul Metropolitan Government declared Seoul as the ‘Co
operative Metro City’ in July last year.
He extended his visit to the Korea Social Enterprise Promotion 
Agency (KOSEA) which had been setup to promote new co
operatives in Korea on the basis o f  the new ‘General Co-operative 
Law’ enacted effectively on 2nd December 2012.

Member Service
Office Bearers M eeting o f ICA-AP Committee on W omen

Meeting o f  the Office Bearers o f ICA-AP Committee on Women 
was held on 13 February-2013 at Consumer Co-operative of  
Saitama City in Japan. The meeting was held to discuss the 
operational matters and planning for the implementation of  
activities o f the Women’s Committee in 2013 and beyond.

Ms. Tanaka chairing the meeting
Ms. Hitomi Tanaka, Chairperson, Ms. Divina Cabunoc Quemi, 
Vice Chairperson and Ms. Savitri Singh, Secretary o f the Women 
Committee were present. Ms. Satoko Horiuchi, Interpreter for Ms. 
Tanaka and Mr. Haruyoshi Amano, Manager o f International Dept. 
JCCU attended the meeting as observers.

Ms. Tanaka extended warm welcome and gave a brief description of  
the activities to be followed after the meeting o f the Office Bearers. 
She placed on record her appreciation to the office bearers and 
members o f the Women Committee for their cooperation and active 
participation and specially to Ms. Savitri Singh for her initiatives for 
gender main streaming in the co-operatives. The committee 
discussed in detail the work plan for 2013 and strategy for successful 

'implementation o f all the activities.

Mr. Haruyoshi Amano with office bearers o f  Women's Committee



ICA-JCCU Training of Trainers Workshop
The ICA-JCCU Training o f Trainers Workshop (Pilot test o f one 
topic o f draft Resource Guide) was held on 14th February 2013 in 
Tokyo, Japan.
The workshop was held for 2 hours including consecutive 
interpretation and only one chapter; Chapter 2 “Co-operative 
Governance” was taken up for testing.
There were 80 participants, including member co-operatives o f  
JCCU, Cabinet Office o f  the Government and Japanese Consumer 
Co-operatives Union (JCCU).
Three resource persons, two from Philippines and one from ICA-AP, 
New Delhi were also present.
Ms. Rie Saikawa, Organizing Committee and Board Member of  
Nagano Prefectural Consumer Co-operative Federation delivered 
opening address and Ms. Akiko Kawamoto Organizing Committee 
and Board Member o f  Saitama Co-op gave welcome address.
After the opening and welcome, Ms. Hitomi Tanaka introduced 
ICA-AP Committee on Women to participants. She talked about 
oiigin o f the committee, membership and activities etc.
Ms. Savitri Singh made a presentation on introduction o f Advanced 
Resource Guide for Training o f  Trainers (TOT). Technical session

The Participants singing a co-operative song
followed after lunch and exchange program. Two speakers 
presented following success case in the session:
1. Smile Cafe Project presented by Ms.Yukari Okumoto, Board 

Member o f Chiba Co-op
2. Case Study o f Co-op Kanagawa presented jointly by Ms. 

Masako Masuda, Board Member o f Kanagawa Co-op and Ms. 
Akemi Kawahira, a Trainers in Members Activities

Study o f By-Laws o f Primary Co-operatives Commissioned
Board structure.In order to promote the use o f co-operative By-laws that reflect the 

participatory governance and financial sustainability, the ICA Asia 
Pacific has commissioned a study o f By-Laws o f Primary Co
operatives in the Asia Pacific region for the year 2013. This is 
viewed to uphold the interest o f the primary co-operatives in their 
right to co-operate and operate autonomously to undertake 
functions o f an ethical enterprise.
This study was commissioned as part o f the ICA AP Strategic 
Objectives (S .0 .2013-2016) drawn at the 10th Regional Assembly 
that laid down the need for what is a ‘sound-tuning’ between co
operative laws and commercial laws and between co-operative laws 
and government policy provisions under S.O. 15 along with the 
study on countries’ By-Laws o f primary co-operatives under S.0.09. 
The activity aims to draw a model By-Law with a view to ensure the 
financial sustainability o f  co-operatives and participatory 
governance and decision-making o f  members, and enhanced 
participation o f women and youth by ensuring certain seats in their

Capacity Building

The ultimate objective o f  this doctrinal activity would be to promote 
the adoption o f co-operative By-laws through a ‘conscious 
participatory process’, the comer stone o f participatory governance 
and Democracy. The activity is positioned to bring out a study 
covering the vast Asia Pacific region and will reach out to the 
primary level societies and unions with the help o f its ICA members. 
The activity is an effort to scrutinize by-law making powers of  
primary societies from the angle of co-operative jurisprudence and 
the Rule making power o f  the Government and the powers 
exercisable upon these rules by Registrars/Regulators o f co
operative societies that affect the functional autonomy and the 
financial sustainability o f primary co-operatives.
The study shall include a draft-outline for a model By Law and 
promote the Guidelines that will be arrived at during the Registrars’ / 
Regulators Conference.

Fostering Core Leadership
India chapter o f the 2 months long ICA-Japan training course on 
“Fostering Core Leadership o f  Agricultural Co-operatives” 
commenced on 17 February, 2013 at Indian Institute o f  Rural 
Management ( IRMA) in Gujarat State o f India and completed in 
mid March. The participants along with Course Co-ordinator, Mr. 
A.K. Taneja o f ICA-AP left for Japan on 18th March where they 
will proceed with the Japan chapter o f the course which will be 
concluded on 13th April, 2013.

Participants with IRMA Faculty members

©



Enhancing the Role o f W omen 

in Co-operative Business
The ICA-Asia and Pacific Workshop on ‘Enhancing the Role of  
Women in Agriculture Co-operative Bbusiness” was held from 17- 
19th December, 2012, Vientiane City, Lao PDR in collaboration 
with Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Government o f Lao PDR. 
Six participants from four countries namely China, India, Indonesia 
and Malaysia attended the workshop along with participants from 
MAF, Lao.
The opening ceremony was held on 17th December, 2012 with Mr. 
Chantha Thipphavongphanh, DG o f  DAF-VC o f MAF delivering 
the welcome address.
Dr. Chan Ho Choi, Regional Director o f ICA-AP delivered special 
address and inaugurated the workshop.
The business session started with introductory presentation on the 
topic o f the workshop by host organisations, ICA-AP and MAF, Lao. 
Mrs. Savitri Singh initiated business proceedings by making a 
presentation on “Gender Integration and Situation o f Women in Co
operatives in Asia -Pacific.” Ms. Sisomphet Souvanthalisith made 
presentation on the theme o f the workshop “Enhancing Role of  
Women in Agriculture Co-operative Business in LAO PDR”.
The participants from 4 countries made presentation o f country 
reports and shared information with each other followed by 
discussions and question-answer sessions.
As part o f the exposure visit to best practices, the participants visited 
to Lao Women Union, Organic Vegetable Production Group and 
Nikone Handicraft Centre.
The Lao Women’s Union Gender Resource Information and 
Development Centre (GRID) made a detailed presentation o f plans
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Dr.CHOI and Mr. Chantha Thipphavongphanh at the opening
and projects o f  the Union for empowerment o f women in the country. 
Lao Women Union was established in 1955 and has status equivalent 
to the Ministry at the central level. The organisation structure is from 
centre to provinces and village level. Activities o f GRID Centre are 
to provide Gender Training, conducting Research and maintaining a 
Library as study and information centre.
Organic Agricultural group in Vientiane Capital were established 
from year 2005 by PROFIL Project (Promotion o f  Organic Farming 
and Marketing in Laos PDR) o f Department o f Agriculture, Ministry 
of Agriculture and Forestry in cooperation with Department o f  
Agriculture and Forestry ofVientiane Capital.
The Nikone Handicraft Centre is a business with difference where 
they employ women artisans for weaving and colouring etc. The 
centre provides flexible working hours and also women are free to 
work at home. We saw that women weavers could bring their small 
children at the centre and look after them while at work. It was feh 
that the centre should consider providing separate nursery for 
children.

From The Region
Japan: JCCU launches its first Fair Trade product

With new release o f "CO-OP Charcoal Coffee Fair Trade Coffee 
Bag" using only fragrant and high quality coffee beans sourced from 
Brazil, JCCU launched its first certified Fair Trade Product on 
March 1 ,2013. The basic aim o f JCCU Fair trade coffee production 
is to contribute towards poverty alleviation and sustainable 
development. JCCU purposes to create opportunities for producers 
in developing countries who have been econom ically  
disadvantaged or marginalized by the conventional trading system. 
The product source is limited to Brazil because o f its stable 
production volume, quality o f the coffee beans, varieties as well as 
its low acidity. Overall, the flavour is sweet and soft. Development 
of this Fair-trade product is an effort to demonstrate co-ops social 
role and responsibility through its business as one o f the aspiration 
of the “Co-ops Vision 2020” is to make co-operatives leader in 
economic, social and environmental sustainability.
JCCU continues to develop easy to use products for senior citizens. 
Taking into consideration the feedback received from senior 
citizens that “although can food is convenient, the lid o f the can is 
hard and it is difficult to open”, JCCU has developed new tuna

flakes products packed in pouch bags which was released on March 
1,2013.
The product is o f  highest quality standard and flavour, pouch bags 
are easy to open and can be stored at room temperature for two years. 
It could be eaten after warming in hot water for about 3mins. By 
adopting plastic bag, opening is easy and can be stored in a 
refrigerator and having convenience o f re-cycling.

New release o f  "CO-OP charcoal coffee fair trade coffee bag"



h ;a -a p  n e w s l e t t e r

New Ordinance to Support Korean Co-operative Law
On February 6, Preparatory Committee for Seoul Co-operative 
Council held a press conference with PARK Yang-sook, a member 
o f Seoul council, to propose ordinance for supporting co-operatives 
in Seoul. The committee consists o f  14 co-operatives in various 
sectors such as consumer, finance, health care, worker and child 
care. Since Framework Law o f  Korean Co-operative took effect on 
December 1 last year for support o f various co-operatives in new 
sectors besides traditional sectors such as agricultural and livestock. 
93 out o f 279 registrations o f new co-operatives under the new law 
were accepted nation-wide while 28 cases in total 95 were approved

in Seoul.
To vitalize various co-operatives, the support o f  local government is 
crucial. It can be said that the ordinance embodies its efforts and the 
cooperation among co-operatives. Council and Government in 
Seoul has borne fruit. Through the ordinance and active support by 
local government and the public, cooperators hope that this is an 
opportunity for co-operatives as an alternative to tackle social 
polarization, enhance the economy o f self-help and reciprocity, and 
achieve j®Seoul, Co-operative Cityj, one o f the aims o f  Seoul 
Metropolitan Government.

KOREA: The Co-operative Counselling Center launched
On December 1, iCOOP Seoul Co-op, one o f the primary co-ops o f  
iCOOP KOREA launched “The Co-operative Counselling Center” 
to provide useful information for establishing and managing co
operatives.
2011 Framework Act on Co-operatives was enacted on December 
29, 2011 and took effect on December 1 this year. Under the act, 
over 5 persons can organize a co-operative in various fields. To 
provide professional counselling service for those who want to 
establish their co-operatives, a total o f 4 Co-operative Counselling

Centres started operating on November 1.
All centres are located in currently operative co-operatives which 
already have management education experiences, skills and know
how. Anyone can easily visit them to get information and 
counselling service from 9 am to 6 pm with no charge. The main 
counselling focuses are the Framework Act on Co-operatives, 
possible sectors for co-operatives, the differences between social 
enterprises and co-operatives, and proper operating, membership 
and governance system for co-operatives.

NEW ZEALAND: Co-operative Business NZ’S Annual

General M eeting
Around 40 people from 18 member businesses attended the 
Association’s Annual General Meeting which took place in 
Christchurch on 30 November.
The meeting gave members an opportunity to reflect on 
achievements during the UN International Year o f Co-operatives 
(I YC) and to look forward and discuss how they might change focus 
from leveraging the lYC to capitalising on the enhanced profile o f  
co-operatives in general, the Association in particular, and 
education and advocacy work.
A new subscription table was approved which reduces the number 
o f steps from 15 to 9, allows a brand new business to pay a reduced 
fee for their first year o f  membership and introduces a new category 
o f membership- Corporate Associate Membership.

Annual General Meeting o f  the NZ Coop
Guest speakers at the annual meeting were Bevan Killick, Chair o f  
NZCU South and Barry Baker, Chairperson o f  TeKaihanga 
Cooperative.

INDIA: Making the Right to Form Co-operatives a

Fundamental Right

National Conference on the Constitution (Ninety Seventh 
Amendment) Act, 2011 which has made the right to form co
operatives a fundamental right o f the people was convened on 12th 
October, 2012 atNCUI. Dr. Charan Das Mahant, Hon’ble Minister 
o f State for Agriculture & Food Processing Industries, Govt, o f  India 
inaugurated the Conference. In the inaugural speech the Hon’ble 
Minister emphasized the importance o f Amendment o f the

Constitution and contained measures to strengthen the co-operative 
sector in India which has emerged as a unique institution to serve 
economically weaker sections o f  people with wide reach. The 
objectives o f the Constitutional Amendment are to ensure that the 
co-operative societies in the country function in a democratic, 
professional, autonomous and economically sound manner 
The Hon’ble Minister informed that he had already written to the
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Chief Ministers/Lt. Governors o f the States/Union Teretories (UTs) 
to amend State laws in tune with Constitutional Amendment within 
the stipulated time.

tment) .

Dr. Yadav and Honorable Minister Dr. Charan Das Mahant

Labour Co-operative Federation 

of India held National Conference
On the occasion o f  lYC 2012, National Labour Co-operatives 
Federation o f  India Ltd. (NLCF) organized national Conference 
with the theme “Association o f  Unemployed Rural Youth under 
Labour Co-operatives” on 24th November 2012 in New Delhi. 
Conference was inaugurated by Shri Tariq Anwar, Hon’ble Minister 
o f State for Agriculture and Food Processing Industries, 
Government o f  India.
Various issues concerning labour co-operative movement in the 
country were discussed and the NLCF emphasised on getting 
certain preferences from the government such as award o f  
construction work, more fiinds for training, notifying the 
concessions and facilities recommended by National Advisory 
Council on Labour Co-operatives etc. The Minister observed that 
labour co-operatives can help to a large extent in reducing huge 
unemployment among youth and he assured to extend financial 
support for skill development.
Concerns were raised on reducing share o f co-operatives in rural 
and agricultural financing and increased participation o f  youth and 
women are necessary for the success o f the co-operative movement. 
The Labour Co-operative Directory and several booklets were also 
released at this occasion and Tea Primary Labour Contract and

Participants with Hon ’ble Minister
Forest Co-operative Societies working at the grass root level were 
awarded for their exemplary performance.

Visitors
Japan: ID AC A

The IDACA official with ICA-AP officials in New Delhi
A 3 member delegation from Institute for Development of 
Agricultural Co-operation in Asia (IDACA) visited office in 
February, 2013 for a planning meeting with ICA-AP to implement 
the projects with co-operative members in Asia Pacific. IDACA 
along with MAFF, Japan is a long time partner o f  ICA in 
implementation o f development projects for co-operatives. 
Currently ICA-AP, in collaboration with MAFF, Japan and IDACA 
is implementing 3 major capacity building programs in which 
about 40 co-operative leaders/officials are being trained every year 
covering 15 countries.

Important Information New address and contact
1. K o r e a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S o c i a l  E c o n o m y  2. National Forest Cooperative Federation, Seoul, Republic

Enterprises(KASEE) C/o COMWIN 
Sukpo-ri 677-10, Jangan-myeon, 445-941 Hwasung-si, 
Gyeonggi-do Republic o f  Korea 
New contact person Woongeun JI 
Communication Coordinator 
Kasee2008@hotmail.com

ofKOREA.
New Contact Person Peok-Hwan, Lee.
Email: support@nfcf or.kr
Tel.: + 82 2 3434 7209 Fax.; +82 2 3434 7219
Address: 166 Seokchonhosu-Gil, Songpa-Gu, Seoul, Korea
Zip-code: 138-880
Homepage; http://www.nfcf.or.kr

mailto:Kasee2008@hotmail.com
http://www.nfcf.or.kr


Nepal: NCF

The Nepalese delegation at ICA-AP Office

A delegation o f over forty persons from co-operatives in Nepal 
visited the ICA- AP office on January 11, 2013 to know about 
aspects o f ICA’s influence on the co-operative movement o f the 
Asia-Pacific. The visit was arranged by the National Co-operative 
Federation o f  Nepal and the delegation was on study visits to co
operatives in India. The delegation was received by the Regional 
Director, ICA-AP who shared his views on the importance o f co
operative enterprises and Mr. P. Santosh Kumar, Programme 
Officer made presentation introducing the activities and plans of  
ICA in Asia Pacific. The meeting was followed by visit to ICA-AP 
Library and Information Centre.

Reaching Out
MAKTAB KOPERASI MALAYSIA Dr. Choi visited the Co-operative College o f Malaysia (CCM) on 

20th Feb. and met Mr. Mohd. Safaai, Director o f CCM. Mr.Safai 
discussed with him organising the proposed Network Meeting of  
the ICA-AP Training Institutes probably in May this year. Dr. Choi 
emphasized that training institutes and co-operative colleges in the 
Region should initiate building up network through internet before 
venturing into physical networking meetings.
Madam Hajah Armi Zainuddin, ICA Board member from Malaysia 
and former Director o f  the Co-operative College o f Malaysia and 
other staff o f the CCM also attended the meeting and participated in 
the discussion on activities o f the CCM and strengthening o f the co
operative training institutions across the region through networking.

Madame Hajah Armi Zainuddin (ICA Board), Dr. Chan Ho Choi 
and Director Mohd. Safaai at the MCC

Korean University Co-operative Federation

Dr. Chan Ho Choi and Prof. Sang-Jin Park (Dongguk University) 
with Seoul Workshop task force team

On 28th Feb, 2013, Dr. Chan Ho Choi visited the Korean University 
Co-operative Federation (KUCF: www.univcoop.or.kr) in Seoul 
and discussed with Prof Sang-Jin Park, Chairman o f  KUCF and his 
team about the upcoming ICA-AP University/Campus Committee 
Workshop to be held on 4th -  7th July in Seoul. The KUCF as host 
organizer expected to gather about 70 participants from 9 countries. 
Theme o f the workshop was “Healthy Campus Life, Healthy Co
operative Society.” Dr. Choi thanked KUCF for their efforts in 
organising the workshop and wished that this significant event will 
boost awareness about the important role o f cooperatives in 
addressing youth at Universities and school campuses in Korea as 
well as in the Asia-Pacific Region.
Founded in August 2011, KUCF has 31 university coop members in 
Korea and helps many new groups in organizing their own co
operatives in the universities.

Upcoming Events
•  ICA-AP Regional Board Meeting, March 16-17,2013 Hainan, China.
•  ICA-JCCU Sub-Regional Workshop on Development o f  Consumer Co-*operatives. April 2-5,2013, Goa, India.
•  Pilot Testing o f ICA-AP Advance Resource Guide, April 22-26,2013, Pune, India

http://www.univcoop.or.kr
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Governance ICA President in India

Dame Pauline Green at NCUI Conference

This was the first visit o f the ICA President Dame Pauline Green to 
India after she was elected the President o f  ICA in November 2009. 
She visited the ICA-AP office in New Delhi and met with staff and 
also paid a visit to Indian Farmers Fertiliser Co-operative Limited 
(IFFCO) and National Co-operative Union o f India (NCUI). She 
had put down succinctly her views on the role India could play as an 
emerging economy and the present and future potential o f the co
operative movement in the country. This is reproduced below:
"India is now getting used to being something other than just a 
‘developing’ country, as its economy continues to grow at rates 
significantly greater than those o f  the mature Western economies —  
an average o f 7.6% between 2002 and 2007 and o f 8.2% forthe four 
years 2007 to 2011.

So what o f its huge co-operative sector?
The largest co-operative country by numbers o f  primary co-ops at 
just over 610,000 with 98% o f Indian villages covered by co
operatives that are active in a vast range o f economic activities, the 
Indian movement represents one quarter o f the worlds one billion 
individual co-operative members!
A three-day visit can only touch the surface o f understanding just 
what that means for the future o f  co-operation in this vast, teeming, 
energetic and young country as it starts to lift itself into a better 
future.
The ICA has had an Asia Pacific office in New Delhi now for over 50 
years and this was the starting place for my visit. Its key aim was to 
recognise the growing influence o f the Indian political and



From the Editor
N ow  that all the 
celebratory events o f the 
IYC-2012 are over, it is 
tim e to g iv e  som e  
serious thoughts on the 
c h a l le n g e s  to  th e  
p r o g r e s s  o f  c o 

operatives still unmet in the areas of  
capacity building, gender mainstreaming 
and diversification with a view to placing 
the co-operative sector as strategic sector 
o f  the economy in this period o f  
continuing global economic slowdown 
and therefore, ICA is concentrating on 
image building for development o f  a new 
global visual identity for the co-operative 
brand by replacing the current rainbow 
and implementation o f  the Blueprint for a 
Co-operative Decade.
In this background. Dame Pauline Green 
made her first visit to India during the last 
leg o f  her first tenure as ICA President. It 
was a significant event for co-operative 
fi-atemity in India as she met with leaders, 
exchanged v iew s and visited  c o 
operatives. During the months under 
report, the Regional Board meeting was 
held which discussed about membership 
subscription and other governance 
matters. The regular activities for 
capacity building and advocacy were also 
held involving members. In order to 
facilitate networking and information 
exchange, we have covered interesting 
news from members. Forthcoming events 
are also listed for information.
Please do share your news and views for 
making this newsletter more interactive. 
Savitri Singh

Important 
Information

Current Status o f ICA membership 
in Asia Pacific Region is 77 
members from 23 countries.

The ICA President with staff at ICA-AP office
economic leadership in the global economy, 
and the role o f the leadership o f  the Indian 
co-operative movement in helping to 
develop its representative role, not just its 
traditional work on behalf o f  Indian co
operatives, but more particularly now on 
global issues as well.
The office visit was also a rare and valuable 
opportunity to meet with the staff o f the 
New Delhi office, and I was able to see the 
way in which a significant tranche o f  the 
historical archive o f the ICA (recently 
transferred fl'om Geneva) is now housed 
and being catalogued in the library facility. 
Ultimately, the catalogue will be made 
available for worldwide researchers, whilst 
we continue to find ways to digitize as 
much as possible.
The Indian Farmers Fertiliser Co-operative 
(IFFCO) has been a strong supporter o f the

work o f the ICA and the international 
movement particularly during the last 
decade. Started in 1967 with 59 co
operative members, IFFCO now has 
nearly 40,000 primary co-ops grouping 55 
million farmer members, and a turnover in 
2011-12 o f over USD 4.5 billion. The 
largest fertiliser production business in 
India by far, it now has five major 
manufacturing units in India, and 
significant investm ent in fertiliser  
production in Dubai, Oman, Jordan, 
Senegal and recently Peru and Canada.
Is this just big business? Not a bit o f  it. 
What really encouraged me was the 
detailed, planned and utter focus o f  
management and staff on trying to take a 
business with a traditional heavy energy 
and waste water discharge, and take down 
those levels year on year, and at the same

The President with IFFCO Officials
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ICA President addressing Indian Co-operators

time encourage the use o f  non chemical fertiliser amongst its farmer 
membership through its ‘Save Our Soil’ campaign. Whilst that 
campaign started relatively recently, at a meeting I attended o f a 
primary co-op in the village o f  Isanpur Mota in Gujarat, it is clear 
that the farmers had a very good understanding o f  the issues, and 
their need to protect their soil. Whatsmore, they were using their 
collective initiative to go further and develop a bio-digester and 
other organic fertiliser alternatives themselves, and by the way, the 
Chairman o f the co-op showed me round the soon to be finished 
building that will become a shopping unit to bring consumer goods 
to the village. This is grass roots co-operation at its best and I was 
inspired.
One o f the most powerful moments was to visit the IFFCO township. 
I was struck by the strong resonance with the work o f social 
reformer Robert Owen’s New Lanark, as 1 saw the homes built to 
house the workers at the original manufacturing plant in Kalol, 
Gujarat, some four kilometres away. Incidentally, those workers of  
the enlarged workforce not now able to be housed by IFFCO are 
given a 25% (of salary) housing allowance to find suitable local 
housing. The township had a shopping mall, a four bed hospital unit 
with doctors and nurses in attendance each day, a school, multiple 
play and recreation areas, a post office and bank, a small Hindu 
temple for worshippers, and a small facility where retired family 
members o f workers could meet to avoid loneliness and alienation. 
The three gentlemen present when I visited told me that the 
Managing Director o f  the site visited them about once a fortnight to 
chat and see how they were.
So was this a one off, built when the co-operative was new in the 
1970s and started as some idealistic dream?
No, the same provisions have been provided at all five

manufacturing units — just as every floor o f the head office in New  
Delhi has exercise bicycles somewhere along the corridor! When 
you travel the streets o f  India and see the levels o f housing 
deprivation, poverty and need that still waits to be tackled, it is very 
easy to see how unusual IFFCO is and why people are so loyal and 
keen to do a very good job.
The last day in New Delhi was a public holiday, but despite that, the 
long-standing national member o f  the ICA in India, the National Co
operative Union o f  India (NCUI) brought together about 70 people 
including many o f its governing council and the leaders o f many of 
its state co-operative federations and business sectors to talk to me 
and the Additional Secretary for Agriculture and Co-operatives from 
the Indian Government Mr Dilip Singh.
The NCUI has a major education and training arm and provides key 
traditional trade association services to this huge movement, and 
produced the excellent ‘Indian Co-operative Movement A Statistical 
Profile’ from which some o f the statistics in this short article were 
taken. It was a unique opportunity to spend a couple o f hours 
listening to just what they do and what their concerns are. What was 
very clear is that they know that they have some great challenges and 
some huge opportunities in the coming decades. They worry about 
the relationship with government, about some poor governance, a 
growing lack o f knowledge about the value o f co-operatives, the 
need for more co-op to co-op business, whether they can fund 
development —  all this sounds very familiar? They can take heart 
that these are the worldwide issues that dominate the co-operative 
movement and that led us to come together in 2012, the International 
Year o f  Co-operatives, and develop the Blueprint for a Co-operative 
Decade.
Am I confident that the Indian co-operative movement will continue

©



m

to flourish in the new economic order? Yes, but there are some 
fundamental concepts that will make it much less painful as the need 
to embrace change becomes more evident —  the most crucial is that 
they work together. This was also one o f  the challenges that they 
raised with me. The NCUI has just negotiated a ground-breaking 
amendment in the Indian Constitution to enshrine the right to form 
a co-operative as a fundamental right o f Indian citizens. If they are to

ICA-AP Regional Board Meeting

make the most o f this great opportunity, then confronting the 
competing interests o f  the sovereignty o f  an individual co-operative 
enterprise, with the need to lift their collective eyes to the big picture 
in a maturing domestic economy in a global market, will become 
paramount. I have every confidence that they will do so".
Her observations were well received.

The Regional Board Members in Hinan during the meeting

First meeting o f the reconstructed ICA-AP Regional Board was held 
in Haikou (China) on 15th March 2013 hosted by All China 
Federation o f Supply and Marketing Co-operatives (ACFSMC). 
The meeting was chaired by Mr. Li Chunsheng, ICA-AP President 
and Chairman o f  the Regional Board. 24 persons including 
members, observers and interpreters were present.
Dr. Chan Ho Choi, Regional Director informed the meeting about 
his visit to Malaysia and signing o f  the Memorandum of  
Understanding (MOU) with ANGKASA on 21st February 2013 
regarding opening o f  the Business Office, secondment o f the staff 
and other logistics for smooth functioning o f  the office.
Dr. Choi also presented the draft subscription details o f  ICA-AP 
members for the 2nd phase (2013-2016). He said that the Invoices 
have been sent by ICA Geneva based on number o f  individual 
members and World Bank Country Income Index (WBCII). Prior to 
2009, the subscription was based on business turnover which was 
more reasonable. For six countries in our region (China, India, Iran,

Pakistan, Thailand and Vietnam) the WBCII has gone up. 
Accordingly, the total subscription from our region has increased by 
30 per cent which was very high.
The agenda for appointment o f one trustee to ICA Domus Trust 
came up for discussion and Dr. Choi suggested that since it was an 
honorary post and involves additional time and funds, it could be 
better if  a global board member from our region was nominated as 
trustee in his place.
Mr. Li Chunsheng asked the members to be a trustee o f  the Domus 
Trust voluntarily. Since nobody came forward, the meeting 
authorized the Chairman and two Vice Chairmen to discuss this 
issue further and nominate a person as trustee to the ICA Domus 
Trust.
The next board meeting will be held in Cape Town (South Africa) in 
the afternoon o f 1st November 2013 in conjunction with the ICA 
General Assembly.

©
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Capacity Building
Fostering Core Leaders o f Agricultural Co-operatives

Participants with ICA, MAFF and ID AC A officials
2nd Training course on “Fostering Core Leaders o f Agricultural Co- 
operatives-2012” was organized by ICA-AP in India and Japan 
between 17thFebruary and 12th April 2013. The overall objective 
of the training program was to assist fostering o f the core leaders, 
who are expected to play the leading roles in agricultural co
operatives and farmers’ groups that will contribute to the 
improvement o f agricultural production and income o f the farmers 
in the LDCs o f  Mekong River countries and South Asian Countries. 
The training program was implemented by ICA-AP in collaboration 
with Institute o f Rural Management, Anand India, Institute for the 
Development o f  Agriculture Cooperation in Asia (IDACA), Japan 
and IC A’s member-organizations in India and Japan.
The program was inaugurated by Mr. Hitesh Bhatt, MDP 
Coordinator o f  IRMA on 20th February 2013. 13 participants from

10 countries -  Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, Lao PDR, India, 
Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Vietnam attended the 
training. After completing the IRMA Module in India, the 
participants moved to IDACA and attended the Japan segment o f the 
training.
At the concluding session, Mr. Masahito IWAHANA, Deputy 
Director o f International Cooperation Division, MAFF, Dr. Chan 
Ho Choi, Regional Director, ICA-AP, Mr. Hiraoka Keiji, E.D. 
IDACA& Mr. A.K. Taneja, Project Coordinator, ICA-AP, addressed 
the participants. Ms. Dhiyana Fathimath, a participant from 
Maldives, presented a vote o f thanks on behalf o f all the participants. 
The Certificates o f  Participation were awarded to the participants at 
the concluding session.

Workshop on Developm ent o f Consumer Co-operatives
ICA/NCCF Workshop on Development o f  Consumer Co
operatives was held on 3rd April 2013 in Goa, India hosted by 
National Co-operative Consumers’ Federation o f India Ltd.
ICA Committee on Consumer Co-operation for Asia and the Pacific 
decided to start a Sub-Regional Workshop on Development o f  
Consumer Co-operatives in 2009.
The Workshop is held every year by turns in India and Sri Lanka. It 
was the second time to hold the Sub-Regional Workshop in India. 
50 delegates from consumer co-operative movement in India, Japan 
and Vietnam attended the Workshop.
The objectives o f the Workshop were to promote understanding o f

co-operative principles, strengthen management o f consumer co
operative societies, understand the present status and problem areas 
o f consumer co-operatives and strengthen relationship with local 
government.
Mr. P. M. Dhavlikar, the Honorable Minister for Cooperation 
Government o f Goa, Mr. Virendra Singh, Chairman o f the National 
Co-operative Consumers’ Federation o f  India Ltd, Mr. Haruyoshi 
Amano, Chairman o f the ICA Committee on Consumer Cooperation 
for Asia and the Pacific, Dr. Chan Ho Choi, Regional Director o f  
ICA Asia and the Pacific addressed the delegates during opening 
ceremony. Special invitee, Mr. Ramakant Khalap, Ex Union Law



Group o f  participants and speakers at the workshop
Minister, Government o f India also delivered a speech.
Five reports were presented by the experts in the workshop as per 
following details:
1) Co-operative Law and Management & Future Challenges o f  

Consumer Co-operatives in India: Mr. Rangan Dutta, Senior 
Consultant o f IC A-AP.
Government Policy on Consumer Co-operatives in Goa: 
Mr. J.B. Bhingui, Registrar o f Coo-perative Societies o f the 
Government o f Goa.

3)

2)

Business Collaboration in Store Operations amongst 
Cooperatives in Japan: Mr. Haruyoshi Amano.
Current Status o f Consumer Cooperatives in India and their 
Challenges: Mr. Virendra Singh.
Introduction o f Saigon Co-op and Joint Venture with NTUC 
Fairprice: Mr. Nguyen Anh Due, Vice General Director, Saigon 
Co-op.
the second day the participants visited Bardez Bazaar 

Consumers Co-op Society, Baigaitdar Consumer Co-op Goa and 
Goa Co-op Marketing and Supply Federation.

4)

5)

On

Resource Guide for Advanced Training o f Co-operatives
The Pilot testing o f the ICA-AP “Resource Guide for Advanced 
Training o f Co-operatives on Entrepreneurship Development of 
Women and Gender Equality” was held from 27 April to 1st May 
2013 at Vakunth Mehta National Institute for Co-operative 
Management in Pune, India hosted by the National Co-operative 
Union o f India.
Women empowerment and gender mainstreaming in co-operatives 
is one o f  the priority areas o f ICA and we are very much concerned 
about low and negligible participation o f  women at all levels o f co
operatives in the region. Therefore, Training o f Trainers program 
was being organized based on “Leadership Training Manual for 
Women Leaders o f  Co-operatives” jointly produced by ICA-AP and 
ILO-COOPNET.
In the present manual there is only one module which talks about co
operative enterprise management which is not adequate for meeting 
the requirement o f the present day participants in coops who face 
more technical challenges in day to day operations o f a coop. The 
focus is gradually shifting towards competence than the gender, the 
glass ceilings exists though.
Therefore, ICA-AP has commissioned developing o f  a resource

guide which is aimed at taking care o f  the requirement o f  the co- 
operators. First draft o f  the Resource Guide is ready and needs to be 
tested in a training class o f co-operative trainers.
The pilot testing o f  the draft resource guide was held with the 
trainers and resource persons o f the co-operative movement o f India 
and hoped to generate valuable response which will enrich the 
document ftirther and will be use fiill for the co-operators in the 
region. The consultant documented the responses on and gaps in the 
recourse guide and will revise the document with the inputs received 
during the testing.
The objectives o f  the program are:
1. To test the content and format o f the resource guide
2. To get feedback from Trainers on the resource guide for 

improvement
The following topics were addressed during the programme: 
Chapter 1 : Statement on the Co-operative Identity (SCI) vis-a- 

vis market economy perspective 
C hapter! : Cooperative Governance Chapter 
Chapter 3 : Cooperative Enterprise and Management
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Training in Progress
Chapter 4 : Case Studies
The methodology o f the programme involved presentation o f status 
paper on “Situation o f co-operative movement and women’s 
participation in India” by National Co-operative Union o f India and 
discussion on various aspects facilitated by resource persons.
20 co-operative leaders, managers, trainers and Education 
Committee members etc. attended the progam which was 
inaugurated by Mr. Suhasrao Tidke, Chairman o f the Maharastra 
State Co-operative Union, Dr. Dinesh, Chief Executive Officer o f  
NCUI, Ms. Savitri Singh o f  ICA-AP and Ms. Salome Ganibe 
Consultant were also present and have contributed as resource 
persons.

Influence
International Women’s Day -  8 March 2013 
“The Gender Agenda: Gaining M omentum !”

Message from Dame Pauline Green, President o f  the International 
Co-operative Alliance
Over the last four decades, the position o f women has made some 
progress, however, it is still too little and too long in coming. Let us 
encourage our daughters, and granddaughters. Let us insist that 
today’s world demands equality for each individual whether man or 
woman.
Today the world faces unparalleled challenges. What we know 
today is that the traditional approaches to governing society, 
managing businesses, financing public services, handling conflict 
and war are simply no longer relevant.
Having more women in key decision-making places in political, 
economic and social decision-making at all levels in society is the 
way to move away from the sort o f decision-making that has served 
us so poorly in recent years.
Today we want a different approach -  one that values each 
individual and the contribution they can make to building a better 
world.

We can no longer put up with a world where it is acceptable to shoot 
a girl child for wanting to go to school, or to disregard the crime of  
rape against a woman who just happens to be in the wrong place at 
the wrong time. We thought the campaign for equality was about 
low pay, discrimination, humiliation or glass ceilings in the work 
place, or by hunger and poverty. But its more, all too often it is a 
classic case o f oppression and repression. Building a better world is 
about allowing each person to flourish and ftilfil their potential -  
nothing else will do.
We want to prioritise policies for people; one that values businesses 
that have people at the heart o f economic decision making and not 
profit; one that believes that money is better spent on creating a 
fairer, more just legal and social environment rather than fianding 
political despots or trading in conflict.
Co-operative businesses have done so much to help women onto the 
ladder o f  economic activity. With that comes community respect, 
political legitimacy and influence. So far it has come too slowly. It is 
time for us to show that our co-operative movement can be a 
movement for the economic, social and political emancipation o f all 
women. This is the real co-operative message o f International 
Women’s Day.

News from members
INDIA; Indian Co-operative 

Congress to be held
The National Co-operative Union o f  India (NCUI), the apex 
organization o f Indian Co-operative Movement is convening the 
16th Indian Co-operative Congress on 25-26 June 2013 in New  
Delhi which will be inaugurated by the Hon’ble President o f India 
on 25 June 2013 at 12 Noon at Siri Fort Auditorium, -August Kranti 
Marg, New Delhi, India (Opp. o f  NCUI office Complex). For further 
information contact Ritesh Dey a t: riteshdeyncui@india.coop; visit 
www.ncui.coop.

©
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Fisheries Sector: TMC M eeting
The 10th National Technical Monitoring Committee (TMC) review 
meeting on strengthening o f database and geographical information 
system (Central Sector Scheme) for fisheries sector development 
was held under the chairpersonship o f  Shri V. K. Bhatia, Director, 
lASRI, New Delhi on 29th January, 2013 at Bhubaneswar, Orissa. 
The review was chaired by key Government o f  India functionaries, 
Shri O.P. Mishra, Deputy Director General (Fy.), Ministry o f  
Agriculture, Govt, o f India, Sri B.K. Mishra, Managing Director of  
FISHCOPFED and Sri K. Vyay Kumaran, Director General, 
Fishery Survey o f India.
NEW ZEALAND
While new co-ops are emerging, consolidation is taking place at the 
same time.
Two seemingly opposite trends are going on right now among New  
Zealand’s co-operatives. While almost 30 groups are taking 
advantage o f provisional membership o f  Co-operative Business 
New Zealand to help them get a new co-op off the ground, the 
members o f  large, well-established co-ops are voting to combine.
In February, members o f  the country’s two largest farm supply co
ops voted in favour o f merging. A merger o f  South Island co-op CRT 
and the North Island co-op Farmlands, with 54,000 members, more 
than 1,000 staff and 78 stores, the new Farmlands Co-operative 
Society will have an annual revenue o f more than NZ$2 billion.
The grocers who own Pak’nSave, New World and Four Square 
stores are members o f one o f the three co-operatives that cover the 
length o f  New Zealand; Foodstuffs Auckland, Foodstuffs 
Wellington and Foodstuffs South Island.
If the much discussed merger o f Foodstuffs Auckland and

The Technical Session comprised o f presentation by CIFRI, 
Barrackpur on Inland catch assessment and other related 
components while fishery survey o f  India presented on marine catch 
assessment. Directorate o f Fisheries, Govt, o f  West Bengal 
submitted presentation on pilot project o f Geographical Information 
System and presentation on marine fishery resource was made by 
CMFRI, Cochin.
The programme was attended by more than 80 delegates from 
across the country and was first o f  its kind, to be conducted in the 
state o f Orissa.

Foodstuffs Wellington Co-operative Society goes ahead, the new 
co-op -  likely to be known as Foodstuffs North Island -  will have an 
annual revenue o f more than NZ$6 billion, making it New Zealand’s 
third largest business.
Back in the rural sector, two grower-owned kiwifruit and avocado 
packhouse co-operatives, Te Puke-based Satara and Edgecumbe- 
based Eastpack, announced that they will be merging after a 
member vote supported merger by a large margin.
So as consolidation takes place among existing co-operatives, the 
number o f co-ops in New Zealand is growing as more entrepreneurs 
become aware o f  what can be gained through joining together with 
others in a cooperative business that transacts with its members.
The small number o f co-operative and mutual businesses in New  
Zealand are not insignificant: put together, their annual revenue is 
almost NZ$40 billion. These two seemingly opposite moves are 
likely to result in a long-term increase in the contribution co
operatives make to the economy.

Co-operative Business N ew Zealand Education Seminar
The annual Co-operative Business Education Seminar will be 
taking place in Wellington, New Zealand, on 17 and 18 September, 
2013. The focus will be:
Adapting to the Demands o f Modem Business -  Leading Change in 
a Cooperative

The seminar is expected to attract senior managers and board 
members o f co-operatives and mutuals from New Zealand and 
Australia, as well as those wanting to start a co-operative.
ICA Asia Pacific members should write to ask@nz.coop for details 
o f their limited special offer for ICA members.

Reaching Out

Dr. Choi in meeting with ID AC A Officials 
Dr. Chan Ho Choi, Regional Directed visited to Japan on 10-12 
April, 2013 to attend the closing ceremony o f the ICA-Japan 
Training on “Fostering Core Leaders o f  Agricultural Co- 
operatives”at IDACA. He took the Opportunity to have a meeting

with IDACA officials and discussed about the long standing 
partnership between two organisations in the field o f education and 
training for co-operative fraternity in the Asia and Pacific region. He 
also visited members in Tokyo and held meetings with member 
organisations: Japanese Consumer Co-operatives Union (JCCU) 
and Central Union o f Agriculture Co-operative (JA-ZENCHU).
Upcoming Events

Following programs will be held in the coming months:
•  ICA-ACFSM C Training on ‘Agricultural Products 

Marketing and Logistics for co-operatives’ to be held in 
China on May 22-31,2013

•  ICA-AP Regional Workshop on “Enhancing the Role o f  
Women in Co-operative Business” to be held on 4-6 June, 
2013 in Mongolia



ICA-Asia and Pacific
'T-

r

a i i u  x ' d v i x i c  mm M Bnewsletter
.S01,10.\KIT\ •  C (>-O P ER V nO \

ISSN ; 0971-7013 (For Private Circulation only)

Vol. 4 Issue 3 May-June, 2013

President of India inaugurates 16th Indian 
Co-operative Congress
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The President o f  India along with national and international leaders at the opening o f  the Congress

The National Co-operative Union o f India organized its 16th Indian 
Co-operative Congress on 25-26 June 2013 in New Delhi. The 
Congress was inaugurated by Honorable President o f India, Shri 
Pranab Mukherjee. Shri Sharad Pawar, Hon’ble Union Agriculture 
Minister o f India, several very important political leaders such as 
Chief Minister and Governors o f States, Ms. Dame Pauline Green, 
President, International Co-operative Alliance (ICA), Mr. Li 
Chunsheng, President, ICA-Asia Pacific were present at the 
ceremony.
About two thousand national co-operators, leaders, government 
officials along with about forty foreign delegates attended the two 
days long deliberations.
In solidarity with the slogan o f  IYC-2012, the theme o f the congress 
was set as ‘ 'Co-operative Enterprise Build a Better World 
The Co-operative Congress is a very significant event o f  the Co
operative movement o f India which is held in every three years. This

event is an important platform for lobbying, advocacy and capacity 
building wherein the leaders and co-operators come together to 
discuss relevant issues concerning various aspects o f  co-operatives 
in the country and making recommendations to impress upon the 
government and other stakeholders for creating enabling 
environment for sustainability and development.
Shri Pranab Mukherjee, Hon’ble President o f  India expressed his 
pleasure in inaugurating the great event o f national importance and 
mentioned the importance o f  co-operation as a philosophy being 
followed in all walks o f  life. To him, co-operatives have a great 
potential which needs to be harnessed for the development o f  the 
society. He recalled the thoughts o f Mahatma Gandhi on 
cooperation and referred the Directives Principles o f the Indian 
Constitution and considered co-operatives as a tool for economic 
growth. He felt that co-operatives can transform the economy and 
can play important role in bringing cohesion & harmony in the
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From the Editor
H | j | | P ^ l H  New Delhi has recently 

w it n e s s e d  a g o o d  
example o f co-operative 
solidarity as a galaxy o f  

’ ^  co-operative leaders
J H  B  from Asia-Pacific as 

w e l l  a s  th e  IC A  
leadership came to attend the 16th Indian 
Co-operative Congress organised by 
National Co-operative Union o f  India 
(NCUI)inJuneend.
The presence o f  President o f India, Union 
Minister o f  Agriculture and a large 
number o f  top leaders including  
Governors, Chief Ministers and Co
operative Ministers o f  several states at 
the Congress sends a strong message 
across about strategic and crucial 
presence o f  co-operatives in the country 
at the same time inspiration to the co
operative fraternity in the neighbouring 
countries who were also present there. 
Participation by Dame Pauline Green and 
Mr. Li Chunsheng at the Congress o f the 
world’s largest cooperative movement 
was significant in impressing upon the 
political leadership o f the country about 
worldwide influence o f the cooperatives 
In our initiative to engage with members, 
first ICA event was organised in 
M ongolia  and the response was 
overwhelming. The co-operatives in the 
world owe IYC-2012 largely to Mongolia 
and one could sense a strong political will 
in the country to develop co-operatives as 
viable mechanism o f livelihood for the 
people. Uniting, developing and serving a 
nomadic community is a challenging task 
but co-operatives have already made a 
mark in the country and should be 
engaging more with ICA activities for 
capacity building.
Hope you enjoy reading this issue. 
Savitri Singh

community life. He expressed his belief in 
the strength o f  co-operatives in facing 
global crisis. Though co-operatives have 
limitation, he reiterated his conviction over 
the strength o f  co-operatives, in finding 
solutions and hoped that co-operatives can 
enter into new areas such as education, 
health, precision farming etc. He viewed 
that co-operatives need a bottom up 
approach wherein it can work as an 
organization o f the people, by the people, 
among the people and achieve qualitative 
development along with the quantitative 
achievements and concluded by hoping 
that this congress will deliberate on 
strategies for developing an equitable 
world through co-operatives.
Dr. Chandrapal Singh Yadav, President 
NCUI delivered welcome address and 
congratulated Agriculture Minister for 
passing o f  historical Constitutional 
Amendment Bill 2011 in the Parliament 
making “formation o f co-operatives” a 
fundamental right o f the citizens. He also 
mentioned about the merits o f  co
operatives and touched upon core issues 
which needs attention o f the government 
such as Director Tax Code and its 
implication on the economic viability of  
co-operatives, inclusion o f  a separate 
chapter on co-operatives in 12th Five Year 
Plan draft and inclusion o f  subject on co
operatives in the school syllabus.
Dame Paulin Green, President, ICA said 
that "India as cooperatively developed 
country could widen its coverage to all the 
villages, towns and cities. Their are good 
stories to tell in the co-operative sector and 
India should develop global brands too ”. 
She also shared her experiences o f  visiting 
IFFCO which is serving the rural people.
In her speech, she congratulated President 
o f India for making formation o f co
operatives a Fundamental Right through 
97th Constitution Amendment and stressed 
upon the need for helping the co-operatives 
by recognizing their significance as well as 
channelizing the funds to this movement.

She concluded the speech by positively 
hoping for building a better world through 
co-operatives.
Shri Sharad Pawar, Hon’ble Minister o f  
Agriculture & Food Processing industries | 
said that he came from the field o f co
operatives and understands the role played 
by the co-operatives in various spheres 
like rural credit, supply o f inputs storage, 
marketing, consumer, sugar and other 
areas and financial inclusion is the mantra 
to achieve inclusive growth. He said that 
the Government o f India, in its endeavor to 
provide enab ling  p o licy  & legal 
framework for co-operatives, brought out 
important milestone in amending the 
constitution o f India, Muhi-State Co
op era tiv e  S o c ie t ie s  A ct and the 
implementation o f  Short Term Co
operative Credit Structure Reforms & 
Revival Package. He also mentioned the 
contribution o f co-operatives in ensuring 
achievements o f  target in food production 
and the greater  ro le  p la y ed  in 
implementing the food security bill.
The Minister concluded by saying that 
co-operative is the potential tool for the 
sustainable development o f its members, 
stakeholders and women.
The Business Sessions o f the Congress 
addressed and discussed the following 
issues:
•  Direct Tax Code Bill -  Income Tax 

Exemption to Co-operatives
•  C o-op era tive  L eg is la tio n  and 

Governance —  Recent Trends
•  Co-operative Credit Sector -  Issues 

and Challenges
•  C o - o p e r a t i v e  E n t e r p r i s e s -  

Acceptable Business Model
•  C o n s u m e r  a n d  F o o d  

Production— Role o f Co-operatives
•  Women and Youth in Co-operatives
•  Co-operative Education and Training
•  Emerging Cooperatives and Weaker 

Section Cooperatives

Important Information
ICA Global Conference & General Assembly will be held in Cape Town, South Africa on

1-5 NOVEMBER 2013”

©



The President of ICA-Asia Pacific visited ICA-AP Office
discussion was held about overall activities o f  the office.
While interacting with the staff, Mr. Li expressed his happiness and 
said that this office has a long history o f 53 years and he is happy to 
be here. He further observed that “1 have visited all the ICA regions 
but co-operative network and office o f this region is the best and 
financial position is also better than the other regions. This shows 
that people in Asia-Pacific have great confidence in co-operative 
system. 1 hope to get support from all the members to strengthen the 
co-operative network in the region and especially thankful to Indian 
co-operative movement for their continuing support and also the 
country for providing space for establishing the office and all the 
staff are also Indian.”

Mr. Li Chunsheng in the library
Mr. Li Chunsheng, President o f ICA-Asia Pacific visited Delhi on 
24-25 June 2013 on an invitation by National Co-operative Union 
of India (NCUI) to attend the 16th National Co-operative Congress 
o f India. He took some time out o f his busy schedule to visit the 
ICA-AP Office and meet with the staff.
He was very pleased to visit the office and meet with the staff 
members on 24th June, 2012 as it was his very first visit to the office. 
Mr. Li held a meeting with staff wherein Dr. Choi made 
presentation about the progress o f  the office and an informal

In discussion with Dr. Choi

M r Li Chunsheng seated with ICA-AP s ta ff
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After the meeting he also took a tour to the building and saw the 
working space and Library and Documentation Centre.
Mr. Li Chunsheng was re-elected as President o f ICA-Asia Pacific 
in November 2012 for the second term.

He is representing China Co-operative movement at the ICA 
network and is the President o f  All China Federation o f Supply and 
Marketing Co-operatives which is a longstanding esteemed member 
o f ICA from the region.

Governance
Opening o f ICA-AP Business Office in Malaysia f

Meeting with ANGKASA in Progress
Dr. Chan Ho Choi along with Mr. K Sethu Madhavan, Manager 
(P&M) visited ANGKASA in Malaysia to review progress o f  
establishment o f  the ICA-AP Business Office in Malaysia with Prof 
Dato Dr. Mohd Ali Baharum. President o f  ANGKS A, Dr. Baharum 
organized a formal meeting on 15th May, 2013 wherein 4 Vice 
Presidents o f  ANGKASA along with several Sr. Officers were 
present for discussion.
He extended a warm welcome to all and informed that the office 
space identified earlier for ICA-AP Malaysian Business Office has 
been taken over by MyANGKASA Holdings for its expansion and 
ANGKASA has identified two sites for ICA-AP which they have 
already visited in the morning.
Dr. Choi said that ICA-AP would like to locate its Business Office 
closer to the MyANGKASA Holdings and preferred the 1 st floor of 
A-307, Glomac Business Centre. Dr. Baharum informed that the 
paper work o f  this office would take 2-3 months to complete and it 
will be ready by August and renovation work could also be done

Capacity Building

simultaneously.
Dr. Choi said that the office will be registered as ICA-AP 
Representative Office in Malaysia. In short it would be called as 
Malaysian Business Office (MBO). The registration o f  the office is 
very important and it should be attended to immediately. In order to 
avoid any laps, ANGKASA being the local organisation may help in 
completion o f  Registration formality. Dr. Baharum informed that Dr. 
Mohamed Shafari Yaakub o f  MyANGKASA Holdings will be 
responsible for registration o f ICA-AP Malaysian Business Office 
and facilitation o f long-term visa for expatriate staff.
Dr. Choi also talked about opening o f  a office bank account in 
Malaysia as soon as possible and this year's contribution o f USD 
20,000 from ANGKASA would be used for setting up the Malaysian 
Business Office and further discussed about work allocation o f the 
staff to be seconded from ANGKASA and joining o f  other staffs 
from 3 other countries. Since 2 staff would join office in June and 
July respectively and the office would not be ready by that time, 
ANGKASA may provide two working desks for them.
After the meeting in AGKASA, Dr. Choi met Datin Hajah Zuraidah 
Binti Hasni, Director, Extension and Promotion Division, Co
operative Societies Commission o f Malaysia in her office on 16th 
May and discussed the proposal o f organising the 1st ICA-AP 
Regional Conference o f Registrars o f  Co-operatives in Malaysia in 
August. The Director informed that she will convey the decision o f  
the commission in due course.

Enhancing the Role o f W omen in Co-operative Business
In our endeavour to reach out to all the members and provide 
services, the first ICA program was held in the country ever since the 
Mongolian Co-operatives became member from the region.
ICA-AP Regional Workshop on “Enhancing the Role o f  Women in 
Co-operative Business” for women and men co-operative leaders o f  
our region was held from 4-6 June, 2013 in Mangolia in 
collaboration with Mongolian Co-operative Alliance (MNCA).
The three days programme consisted o f  one day workshop followed 
by two days study visits to few successful co-operative 
businesses/women groups in the country. The consultations during 
the workshop focused upon co-operative endeavour to promote 
women’s interests for gender mainstreaming in co-operatives. 
The program objectives were to:
•  Provide a platform to co-operators o f  different countries for 

networking and experience sharing which may lead to mutual 
business opportunity. Dr. Choi presenting "The Joint Declaration o f the 9th Asia-Pacific 

Co-operative Minister s Conference " to Mr Enkhbold Nyamaa

©
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A picture o f  the opening o f  the workshop

•  To have an exposure o f gender focused best co-operative 
practices in Mongolia.

•  The co-operative members o f Mongolia will be having an 
opportunity to interact with foreign co-operators and learn 
from their experience.

Twelve co-operative leaders / managers from ICA member co
operatives from six countries namely China, India, Indonesia, 
Philippines, Nepal and twenty one from the host country Mongolia 
attended the program.
Mr. Enkhbold N, Chairman o f  the MNCA and Member of  
Parliament, Ms. Gantsetseg B,State Secretary Ministry o f Labour, 
Ms. Bat-Amgalan B, Head o f  SME Development Department, 
Ministry o f Labour and a group o f Members o f Parliament attended 
the opening and delivered opening and special address respectively.

Dr.Chan Ho CHOI, Regional Director addressed the participants and 
Ms. Savitri Singh, Advisor-Gender Programme & Communication 
o f ICA-AP delivered introductory address at the opening ceremony. 
The MNCA presented status paper and discussed certain co
operative stories. Ms. Savitri Singh made presentation on ICA 
initiatives for women empowerment and gender mainstreaming in 
co-operatives and also introduced the “ICA-AP Committee on 
Women”. The foreign participants also made presentation to share 
information about status o f women and gender integration in their 
country and coop stories followed by question -answers and 
discussion. Next day the foreign and local participants made a study 
tour to Bomuur bor tolgoi co-operative, an agriculture co-operative 
located 100 km north o f the Ulaanbaatar city.
The program was widely covered by the Mongolian national print 
and television media.

Agriculture Co-operative in M ongolia

A coop bazaar
In Mongolia, first co-operative established in December, 1921 and 
there have been operating mostly government driven, ‘socialist 
type’ co-operatives till 1990. Since 1990, started development of  
‘market driven’ co-operatives and there are about 1900 co
operatives by the end o f  2008 with 2125 thousand members. In

terms o f co-operative operation fields, about 26% o f total co
operatives are in agriculture sector, 25% in consumer service and 
wholesale trade, 25% in manufacturing, 10% in financial sector and 
rest o f co-operative operations belong to social service, education 
and health service etc. The annual total income o f all co-operatives

©
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Participants getting introduced to the activities o f  the coop

In Mongolia, first co-operative established in December, 1921 and 
there have been operating mostly government driven, ‘socialist 
type’ co-operatives till 1990. Since 1990, started development of  
‘market driven’ co-operatives and there are about 1900 co
operatives by the end o f 2008 with 2125 thousand members. In 
terms o f co-operative operation fields, about 26% o f total co
operatives are in agriculture sector, 25% in consumer service and 
wholesale trade, 25% in manufacturing, 10% in financial sector and 
rest o f  co-operative operations belong to social service, education 
and health service etc. The annual total income o f all co-operatives 
is approximately USD 18 million and there are 59 thousand 
employees in co-operatives. By the end o f 2012, there are over 3000 
co-operatives, (source: MNCA, Mongolia).
One o f the successful agriculture co-operatives we visited is the 
Bomuur bor tolgoi co-operative. It was established in 2012 with ten

members and now it has total 396 members out o f  which 190 are 
women and 150 men. Source o f the livelihood o f most o f  the 
members are herding (80%) and live stock. The co-operative is 
helping members in developing their business by providing soft 
credit, skill development training and also making available fodder 
and other utility items during winter. The business o f  members from 
herding community is unpredictable. The members own hundreds o f  
cattle, sheep, goats, yak and cows. To provide covered shelter to 
such large herd is unaffordable and they remain in open during harsh 
winters and snow fall. Many o f  them die due to harsh weather 
conditions and the member loses the source o f livelihood. 
Sometimes the whole herd perishes overnight. The role o f co
operatives becomes crucial under such trying circumstances. Since 
terrain is unapproachable and members travel far off places with 
herd in search o f fodder, the co-operative dispatches food.

A coop consumer store A coop tailoring shop



The 90 year old coop member ready fo r  the horse catching competition
medicines, fodder and other consumables through horse riders to 
members in need.
Most o f the members are active and participate in co-operative 
activities but attendance in meetings are normally short as members

are generally travelling with herd to far o ff places. However, co- 
oparive has introduced motivational schemes for attracting 
members to attend meetings and participate in activities. There are 
many households in the area who need to be convinced to join the co-

The Chairperson explaining to an Indonesian participant The Mongolian hospitality with a huge tray fu l l  o f  variety 
o f  milk products and modern cold drinks

Training on 'Agricultural Products Marketing and 

Logistics for co-operatives’
While continuing the efforts to promote the growth o f  co-operatives 
and enhancing the capacities o f the co-operative managers, the All 
China Federation o f  Supply and Marketing co-operatives 
(ACFSMC) in collaboration with the International Co-operative 
Alliance ( ICA) and the International Labour Organization (ILO) 
conducted a training course on ‘Agricultural Products Marketing

and Logistics for co-operatives’ in Beijing along with study visits to 
Co-operatives in Jinan and Zibo cities o f the Shandong Province 
from May 22-31,2013. The training was attended by 2 8 participants 
from thirteen countries in Asia Pacific and two participants, one 
each from Tanzania and Uganda in Africa. The inauguration 
ceremony was held on May 23,2013. Mr. Li chunsheng, President

©
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Group photo o f  the participants
ICA AP, Dr. Chan Ho Choi, Regional Director, ICA-AP, Ms. Ann 
Herbert, Director ILO Office (China and Mongolia), Mr. Yang Qian, 
Director, ICECC and Mr. Zhang Wangshu, Director, International 
Department o f ACFSMC delivered address at the opening.
The objective o f the training was to share information and 
knowledge on the principles o f  agricultural co-operative 
management and value addition. The course also laid emphasis on 
the role o f co-operative federations and implications o f latest

technology while developing the co-operative supply and marketing 
channels. The chief resource persons were Mr. Huseyin Polat, 
former ILO official and Mr. GE Shuyuan, Division Chief, Co
operative Guidance Department, ACFSMC. They were assisted by 
Mr. Mohamed Farzan, ILO, Sri Lanka and Mr. Tendy Gunawan, 
ILO- Indonesia and the course was coordinated by Mr. P. Santosh 
Kumar, ICA AP. The staff o f ACFSMC provided all the support in 
organising the program.

Membership
New Member
We welcome National Co-operative Bank Ltd. (NCBL) in the 
family o f  ICA as new member from Nepal.
NCBL is the co-operative banking federation which provides 
banking and financial services to its member co-operatives. They 
also provide different activities for members to strengthen their 
professional and competitive competencies.
Formore information: www.eoopbank.eQm.np

Members who left this year
1. Sharjah Co-operative Society (SCS)

PO Box 5435, Sharjah, United Arab Emirates
2. Supervision and Coordination Central Union o f  Rural and 

Agricultural Co-operatives o f  Iran (SCURA) 4th Floor, 
No.518, North Felestin St Tehran, Islamic Republic o f  Iran.

3. Mollah-AI-Movahedin Credit Co-operative (MAMCC) 
No.472, 68th St. Seyed Jamaledin Asadabadi St. Tehran, 
Islamic Republic o f Iran.

4. Fiji Co-operative Union (FCU) Limited, Fiji

Upcoming Events
5th Meeting o f the ICA-AP Committee on University/Campus Co-operatives and Workshop on University/Campus Co-operatives 
will be held on 4-7 July, 2013 in Seoul, South Korea.
ICA-Japan training course on "Quality and Safety Management o f Farm Products FY-2013" will be held on 9th July to 3rd August, 
2 0 13 in Tokyo, Japan.
ICA-AP Regional Co-operative Youth Forum and 6th meeting o f  the ICA-AP Committee on Youth will be held on 17-21 July, 2013 
in Buldana, India.

http://www.eoopbank.eQm.np
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ICA-AP Business Office in IVIalaysia Opened

Opening Ceremony

The soft opening Ceremony of the ICA-AP Malaysian 
Business Office (MBO) was held in the afternoon of 28th 
August 2013 in the premises of Malaysian National Co
operative Movement (ANGKASA). The opening was 
addressed by Dato Hj. Abdul Fattah Hj. Abdullah, President 
of ANGKASA and Dr. Chan Ho Choi, Regional Director of 
ICA-Asia and Pacific. ICA-AP staff, the Deputy President,

Vice Presidents and other officers of ANGKASA, 
representatives of two other ICA-AP members, ACFSMC- 
China and NACF-Korea and the staff seconded by these 
organisations to MBO ware also present. A press conference 
was held afterthe opening.
The MBO will plan and implement relevant activities to 
achieve following strategic objectives:
(a) To increase the business interaction and exchange 

between/among consumer coop, coop insurance & 
banking.

(b) To promote ‘coop trade’ strategically by the models of 
‘fair-trade’ and ‘B to B trade platform’ through internet in 
the region.

(c) To promote technical exchange and assistance in IT 
technology through workshops and trainings.

(d) To transfer the technical and managerial know-how, 
especially in the field of ‘resource recycling’ and 
‘renewable energy’ business.

Dr. Mohamed Shafari Yaakub, Mr. Ge Shuyuan and Mr. 
Seung-Min Lee seconded by ANGKASA, Malaysia, ACFSMC, 
China and NACF-Korea respectively have already joined the 
MBO.

IC A -A P  and A N G K A S A  official at the opening
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From the Editor
Dear Co-operators, co
operatives are the 
living exam ple of 
“ e c o n o m i c  
su sta in ab ility  and 
re s ilie n c e  with a 

difference” and have been serving 
the humanity quietly for generations 
as ICA has completed 118 years on 
19 August 2013 . The theme of the 
International Co-operative Day 2013 
emphasized upon these core 
strengths. The co-operatives have 
been able to sustain as economically 
viable business for a long time and 
this is the time to fully recognize their 
contribution, utilize their maximum 
potential and make them household 
n am e. C r e a t in g  e n a b lin g  
environment through law and policy 
reforms is essential in achieving 
these objectives, at the same time it 
is also important to focus on 
outreaching the common members, 
general populace and population 
living on social networking sites. 
Unless these segments of society 
embrace cooperatives as their bank, 
insurance agency, retail store, 
housing and hospitals etc., it would 
not be easy for cooperatives to 
match with other corporate 
brands/private businesses in 
popularity and demand. Therefore, 
Blueprint on Cooperative Decade 
provides crucial gu ide lines. 
Members in Asia-Pacific celebrated 
and observed the Cooperative Day- 
2013 by organizing events for 
increasing awareness and taking up 
issues for deliberation. Structured, 
systematic and constant publicity for 
awareness should be the mantra for 
cooperatives. Savitri Singh

Member Service
International Co-operative Day -2013
91st ICA International Co-operative 
Day and 19th UN International Day of 
Co-operatives was observed on 6th 
July 2013. The theme of the Day is "Co
operative enterprise remains strong in 
time of crisis".
The ICA, as always, issued a message 
on the Day which has been widely

circulated across the globe to members 
for their use. Several members in the 
Asia-Pacific region celebrated the event 
using the theme and message. Full 
message can be found/ downloaded 
f r o m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i n k ;  
http://ica.coop/en/events/international- 
co-operative-dav-2013

Training on Quality and Safety of Farm 
Produce

The participant at a fruit processing centre

Organizing farmers and strengthening 
marketing activities of farmer’s 
organisations is essential for ensuring 
sound development of agriculture and 
activation of rural economy in the Asia- 
Pacific region.
Therefore, ICA-Japan Training Course 
on “Quality and Safety Management of 
Farm Products” has been designed as 
a new training course commencing 
from year 2011-2013, and is being 
implemented by ICA, based on an

agreement among ICA, Central Union of 
Agricultural Co-operatives of Japan (JA 
ZENCHU), Institute for the Development 
of Agricultural Co-operation in Asia 
(IDACA) and Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) of Japan. 
The training is being held once in a year 
with the objective to assist fostering of 
experts in distribution field who play vital 
role in the quality and safety 
management of farm products of 
agricultural cooperatives or farmers’

Upcoming Events
1. 3rd ICA-Japan Training Course on “Revitalization o f Local Community by Rural Women” to be 

held in Thailand and Japan on 16th September to 18th October 2013.
2. “ICA-AP / NACF Joint Workshop on Agricultural Co-operative System in Korea” will be held on

23- 28 o f September in South Korea.

@

http://ica.coop/en/events/international-
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groups in order to increase their income through enhanced 
production of good quality and safe agricultural produces in 
the LDCs of. Mekong River countries and the South Asian 
countries.
The 3rd course, coordinated by Ms.Savitri Singh of ICA-AP 
and Mr.Yukio Abe of IDACA was held on 9th July to 2nd 
August, 2013 in Japan and nine participants from six 
countries attended the program. Besides the classrooms 
lectures, the participants also went on a week long study visit 
to Hyogo Prefecture where they have been received by the 
cooperative and government officials.
An introductory meeting was held wherein Mr. Tsuneo-Miura, 
Director General of the Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
Bureau of Hyogo Prefecture interacted with participants along 
with other senior officials. Mr. Miura in his speech introduced 
the features of the prefecture along with agriculture system. 
He said that “Japan consists of 47 prefectures, and Hyogo 
Prefecture is located in the middle of Japan, consisting of

Since 1992, we proposed a concept “Environment friendly 
agriculture” and promote using environment friendly 
technologies without chemical fertilizers and pesticides as far 
as possible. In 2009, we renewed “The promotion plan of 
environment friendly agriculture” and this concept is the base 
for our agricultural production. At present, in the case of rice 
production, for example, this technology is introduced in 
21,495ha, some 60% of rice cultivation. We have founded a 
system “Hyogo certified foods” verifying and confirming safe 
and secure, individual and characteristic features. By using 
this system, we make an effort to secure great trust in safety 
and security of Hyogo products. The share of Hyogo certified 
foods, vegetables and fruits in the market in our prefecture 
tend to increase, reaching some 30%. In addition, we require 
to cope with challenges of globalization of world economy and 
trade liberalization. We need to implement our agricultural 
policies actively taking advantage of our strong points such as 
location near cosmopolitan city and our branded products.

various geographical areas from cosmopolitan cities and 
rural agricultural towns to isolated islands. That’s why it is also 
known as “Japan in a miniature” and by visiting few places 
you can almost understand all about Japan. Agriculture is 
prosperous taking advantage of various natural resources, 
climate and culture and also location close to a cosmopolitan 
city. There are many products ranking in upper phase in 
Japan based on shipment amount such as brewer’s rice 
named “YAMADA-NISHIKI” and world’s biggest soybean 
“TAMBA-GURO” as number I in Japan. Furthermore, we have 
onion, fig and carnation. You must know “KOBE BEEF,” most 
delicious beef in the world. But the degree of Japanese food 
self-sufficiency is only 39% on the calorie base and depends 
on specific foreign countries for most of our food. We must 
increase our agricultural productivity but now faced with the 
problem of aging farmers and an increase of fallow land. So it 
is important to increase number of farmers and fostering farm 
managers, especially young farmers, is a significant and 
urgent issue for us along with ensuring quality of products.

Spinach processing centre

Other officers talked about various subjects such as outline of 
agricultural policies, system of safety and security of food 
production and agricultural cooperatives. In addition, 
participants visited KOBE Consumer’s Cooperative which 
promotes supply of safe and secure food to consumers 
working jointly with agriculture cooperatives and TAJIMA 
agricultural cooperative which has implemented production of 
secure and safe foods.
Aformal closing ceremony was held in IDACA to conclude the 
program and to award certificate of participation. Mr. Iwahana 
Masahiro, Deputy Director of International Cooperation 
Division, MAFF, Government of Japan, Mr. Hiraoka Keiji, 
Executive Director of IDACA and Ms. Savitri Singh, Advisor 
and Coordinator of the program from ICA-AP addressed the 
participants at the closing. The officials appreciated efforts of 
the participants and hoped that they will be able to use their 
learning back home in introducing a system for improvement 
of quality and safety of farm products in turn enhancing 
capacity of farmers to increase their income.
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University/ Campus Cooperative Committee Workshop and Meeting

The ICA-AP Committee on University/ 
Campus Cooperative held it’s meeting 
followed by a Workshop held on the 
theme -  ‘Better Campus Life, Better 
Society by Cooperation’ in Seoul, Korea 
on 4th~7th July 2013 hosted by the 
Korean U niversity Cooperative 
Federation (KUCF). Dr. Choi, Regional 
Director made a presentation on the 
topic -  'University Campus Cooperatives 
in the Contemporary Society’.
The three days workshop was attended 
by fairly large number of 102 participants 
from 9 countries namely Korea (45), 
Japan (27), Indonesia (8), Thailand (6), 
Philippines (5), India (3), Malaysia (1), 
Singapore (1) and Sri Lanka (4), among 
them were 70 students from their 
respective universities as member of 
campus cooperatives.
The participants of the workshop were 
enthusiastic and dynamic discussions

took place as the program was 
organized and conducted by the 
student themselves and the workshop 
moved venues to three universities in 
Seoul -  Kyung Hee University, Kook 
Min University, and Dong Guk 
University. Field trips were arranged to 
see the Kook Min University Coop and 
last day of the Exhibition of Seoul City 
Social Cooperatives on 7th July which 
was held in commemoration of the 
International Cooperative Day-2013 in 
Seoul.
The Committee meeting, chaired by 
Prof. Kokichi Shoji (NFUCI), was 
productive and remarkable as the 
discussions concluded with an 
important recommendation to adopt 
student members as the ICA-AP 
Committee member. This innovative 
idea was proposed by Prof. Sang-Jin 
Park, President of KUCF in his opening

Participants of the workshop in Seoul

remarks. He suggested that every 
country/ organization would nominate 
one student, besides their professor or 
president, as Committee member in 
constituting the University/ Campus 
Cooperative Committee of the ICA Asia- 
Pacific. Accordingly, meeting revised the 
new Constitution which was adopted in 
November last year in Kyoto to change 
the clauses on ‘Membership’ and 
‘Officers’. The meeting also adopted, so- 
called ‘Seoul Resolution’ of the Asia- 
P a c i f i c  C o m m i t t e e  o n  
University/Campus Co-operatives.
Dr. Dinesh and Prof. Dongre from India, 
Prof. Zenaida Diola from Philippines, 
Ms. Emily Cheyenne from Singapore, 
Mr. J. Apichainunt from Thailand 
participated as Member, and Mr. 
Pathirana from COOPFED, Sri Lanka 
attended as an observer.

Youth meeting; Co-operatives achieve greater happiness than 
other forms of enterprise

The ICA AP Committee on Youth Co
operation (/CYC) has successfully 
completed its Sixth Meeting that was 
convened in Buldana, /ndia on 19th July
2013 and has formally adopted its 
Constitution. It was attended by fourteen 
members hailing from twelve countries 
from the Asia Pacific region representing

ICA membership across various 
sectors such as banking, fisheries, 
consumer, housing, education & 
training along with national apex co
operative organisations. The meeting 
also elected the new ICYC Office 
Bearers that shall serve until the ICA 
AP Regional Assembly-2016 with Dr.

Su kesh  Zam war, India as the 
Chairperson, Mr. Ahsan Ali Thakur, 
Pakistan and Mr. Udaya Prabhath, Sri 
Lanka as Vice Chairpersons and Mr. P. 
Santosh Kumar of ICA AP continues as 
Secretary.
The meeting was held along with the 
Asia Pacific Co-operative Youth Forum

©
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Youth Representatives and delegates at the event

on the them “Challenges for Youth as a 
Strategic Group in Development of Co- 

f operatives” which was attended by 600 
persons, mostly youth, from the Sahakar 
Vidya Mandir in Buldana along with 
international delegation. The students 
presented various performances 
showcasing youthful talent during the 
cultural night organised in the school 
auditorium and reminded the audience 
of how meeting cultural needs of people 
will ensure a better world. The infectious 
energy of the cultural performers rubbed 
on to the members who joined the 
celebrations after spending over nine 
hours deliberating on thematic issues at 
the Forum.
The ICA Blueprint was placed by the 
committee as the governing document 
and the following issues were addressed 
in detail -  a. Meaning and definition of 
Youth in the Co-operative sector, b. 
Knowledge Platforms for awareness on 
climate change among coops, c. Status 
of coops in central Asia & middle east; 
and case studies on co-operatives from 
Pune, India (Women’s Waste collectors

co-operative) and from Thimpu, 
Bhutan (O rganic farming and 
multipurpose co-operative) were 
presented by young co-operative 
entrepreneurs and m anagers. 
Committee members got opportunity to 
speak about their nations’ co-operative 
movements as well as share 
information on the business-sector 
they represent professionally.
The committee plans to reach out to a 
larger number of youth and provide 
them with an easy access to co
operative awareness and cultural 
exchange. It is also noted that an 
estimated 30 million jobs in co
operatives are held by youth, and it is 
our objective to strengthen their labour 
market value with the International Co
operative Identity Statement (ICIS) as 
guiding principles. The Forum was 
presided over by Dr. Chan Ho Choi. 
C a s e  s t u d i e s  o n
1. Women’s Waste Collectors Co
operative -  Solid Waste Collection and 
Handling Co-operative and 2. Organic 
farming and multipurpose co-operative

-  Happy Green Co-operative were 
presented by young co-operative 
entrepreneurs and managers Ms. 
Pratibha Sharma and Mr. Sangay 
Rinchen respectively. Two technical 
papers were presented by Dr. R.K. 
Jalan, Moderator and Resource Person
-  UN Community on Climate Change 
and Dr. Bhagwati Prasad, Former Chief
-  NCUl and Vice Chairperson -  
Sahakari Awas Nirman Evam Vitt Nigam 
Ltd., Lucknow. Mr. Babak Koshnevisan, 
a Member from Iran shared vital 
information on co-operatives in Iran 
through his presentation.
It was proclaimed that co-operatives 
achieve greater happiness than other 
forms of business associations. The 
Committee decided to provide a platform 
for the Asia pacific youth during the ICA 
Global Conference in Cape Town later 
this year and create one for the co
operatives at the UN Youth Conference 
in Sri Lanka in 2014. The committee also 
decided to work along the lines of the UN 
communities to create a reliable 
knowledge base.

From the Region
Indonesia: International Workshop on Cooperatives

The International Workshop on 
Cooperatives was held in Jakarta, 
Indonesia on 13-14 May 2013 attended 

 ̂ by 13 delegates from European 
Research Institute on Co-operative and 
Social Enterprises (EURICSE), WCM

Scientific Committee members (WCM 
SC ), ACO members, DEKO PIN 
re p re s e n ta t iv e s , In d o n e s ia n  
cooperative scholars and observer 
from Timor-Leste. Main topics 
presented and discussed were;

Improvement of World Cooperative 
Monitor (WCM) Methodology and Tools 
and Proposal for Regional ASEAN and 
the National Cooperative Monitor. The 
workshop came up with the following 
remarks and conclusions that need to be

©
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furtherfollowed-upby stakeholders:
HE. SyarifuddinHasan, Minister of 
Cooperatives and SMEs of the Republic 
of Indonesia in his opening speech 
extended warm welcome to participants 
and thanked all partners involved to 
make the workshop successful. He 
stated that cooperatives play vital role in 
Indonesian economic and social 
development. Therefore, enabling policy 
initiatives are of importance to foster 
cooperative development in the country 
and to face the globalization. He further 
stated that international strategic 
alliances among cooperatives could lead 
to even more significant contribution of 
cooperatives to the world economy. He 
declared the establishment of National 
Cooperative Monitor under the 
leadership of Indonesian Cooperative 
Movement.
The president of DEKOPIN represented 
by Mr. Teguh Budiyana in his welcome 
remark indicated strong intention of 
Indonesian cooperatives to get involved 
in the global engagement by actively 
participating in the ICA agenda and 
programs. Under close collaboration 
with the Ministry of Cooperatives and 
SMEs, DEKOPIN encourages their 
members to participate in the WCM.
During the workshop, there was common 
view that the methodology and tools

used in the WCM process need to be 
continuously improved to fulfil the 
ultimate goals of the WCM. The 
improvement is necessary to ensure 
fairness, universally comparable, 
guided by ICA cooperative identity and 
featuring global competitiveness.
WCM SC  welcomed the initiative of 
Indonesia in making suggestion to 
improve WCM instruments, to create 
more inclusive networking and 
strategic alliances between co
operatives and mutuals with that of the 
developing countries for greater 
sharing of information, business 
intelligence and opportunities. This 
objective should be promoted 
worldwide for the benefit of 
cooperatives.
WCM SC  also welcomed the proposal 
to provide a greater opportunity to all 
ICA members to expose their 
cooperatives under the WCM. There 
was suggestion to expose top 10 
ranking cooperatives of ICA members 
by having new categories according to 
country and areas or sector. The 
methodology and criteria for producing 
these categories might be discussed 
s e p a ra te ly . Th e In d o n e s ia n  
cooperatives also proposed that 
cooperatives from the developing 
countries to be listed in WCM General

Report 2013. After discussion, it was 
agreed to provide to all ICA members the 
opportunity to list some of their good 
practices in WCM report. This could be 
undertaken by adding some chapters to 
the General Report. WCM SC  needs to 
consult with ICA to materialize this 
proposal.
EURICSE and Indonesia cooperation in 
the area of WCM development will be 
covering the following activities:
a. EURICSE will transfer knowledge 

in the field of methodology and 
tools of the WCM and a reference 
to be used by Indonesia in 
establishing national and possibly 
regional cooperative monitors.

b. EU R IC SE  and Indonesia may 
establish joint project, in order to 
implement and evaluate the 
methodology and tools established 
by Indonesia.

During the workshop, ACO members 
from ASEAN member states expressed 
their willingness to establish a regional 
cooperative monitor using the WCM 
approach and methodology as 
guidance. The establishment of the 
ASEAN Cooperative Monitor will be led 
by Indonesia and will be reported during
2014 ACO general assembly

Iran: ICC International Building and Construction Industries 
Exhibition

The Iranian Chamber of Cooperatives 
(ICC) organised 13th International 
Building and Construction Industries 
Exhibition on 3-6 July, 2013 at the Tehran 
Exhibition Ground Auditorium. The 
opening ceremony was held on 3rd July 
where the Cooperative Minister of Iran 
was the Chief Guest and delivered 
opening address.
Mr. Dariush Pakbin, General Secretary 
of ICC and the chief host extended warm 
welcome to delegates and gave an 
introduction of the event highlighting the 
success of the exhibitions held under the 
leadership of ICC for last several years. 
He also spoke about the ambition of 
constructing low cost housing so that all 
the people of Iran can have homes to live 
in. 21 countries, mainly from Middle 
East, Central Asia and Africa participated

in the Exhibition. The exhibition was 
organised very well with many 
professinally displayed stalls covering 
all the possible range of quality 
products ranging from wall stones, 
steel and interior designing to office 
furniture, kitchen and computers.A 
large number of visitors from all over 
Iran as well as from neighbouring 
countries were present crowding the 
stalls.Though participation is from 
private builders and business houses, 
this is an important project of ICC which 
generates revenue and gives publicity. 
The secretary general also held a 
meeting with all the participants of the 
exhibition and asked them to share 
their views and if there is any problem. 
He offered to facilitate smooth 
business for them. The participants

from Afghanistan and other countries 
appreciated the efforts of ICC. The 
representatives from Govt, of 
Afghanistan Urban Development 
Ministry hoped that ICC /Iran may help 
them in rebuilding the country.
ICA-AP office was invited by ICC to 
attend the event. Ms. Savitri Singh 
represented ICA-AP and also had a 
meeting with Mr. Pakbin. He talked about 
activities of ICC and its influence on the 
cooperative sector in the country. He 
said that ICC, under his leadership is 
doing significant work to strengthen the 
cooperative movement in Iran as well as 
influencing the neighbouring countries in 
Central Asia and Africa. Savitri Singh 
informed him about the forthcoming ICA 
Regional Assembly in Cape Town. She 
also discussed with him about the
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potential of ICC/ Iranian Co-operative 
movement in developing and promoting 
cooperative movement in Central Asia as 
several of these countries have potential. 
Also, there are ICA members in Middle

East and Central Asia who need to be 
more participative in ICA activities. She 
presented him a copy of the 4th Critical 
S tu d y-2 0 1 2  on C o -o p e ra tiv e  
Legislation & Policy Reforms in ICA-AP

Region and Recommendations of the 
9th Asia Pacific Co-operative Minsters' 
Conference-2012.

Japan: J JC  91st International Day of Co-operatives 
Commemoration

The Japan Joint Committee of Co
operatives (JJC ) and Cooperauves 
Japan (National Co-operatives Alliance 
replacing the Japan National Planning 
Committee for lYC 2012) organised the 
91st International Day of Co-operatives 
Commemorative Forum on July 26 in 
Tokyo. The theme of the Forum was 
“Reconstruction Efforts by Japanese Co
operatives after the Great East Japan 
Earthquake”. Approximately 250 
participants from co-operative and other 
organizations, academicians and the 
press attended the event.
At the 91st Forum, Mr. Banzai Akira, 
President of the Central Union of 
A gricu ltura l C o -o p e ra tive s (JA  
ZENCHU), Chairman of the JJC  and 
Representative of the Co-operatives 
Japan, made his opening remarks

followed by message from Dame 
Pauline Green, President of ICA.
Prof. Koyama Ryota, the associate 
professor of Fukushima University 
delivered keynote speech entitled 
“Report on Support Activities for the 
Reconstruction of Fukushima after the 
Earthquake and How Co-operatives 
Can Contribute”. It was followed by a 
panel discussion. Panellists from 
consumer, agricultural, workers and 
fisheries co-operatives presented their 
a c t i v i t i e s  c o n c e r n i n g  the 
reconstruction and revival of the 
communities in Tohoku area after the 
Great East Japan Earthquake. Ms. 
Nakamura Yuko, Vice Chairperson of 
Miyagi Consumer Co-op, represented 
consumer co-op sector as a panellist, 
and made a brief speech on Miyagi Co

op’s contribution to the recovery from the 
earthquake and what they learned from 
the support activities. In the course of 
discussion, members of J JC  and Co
operatives Japan formally agreed to 
strengthen their collaboration and 
partnerships in implementing concrete 
measures for the reconstruction, taking 
this event as the starting point.
The forum was concluded by closing 
remarks from Mr. Asada Katsumi 
(President of Japanese Consumers’ Co
operative Union), Vice Chairman of the 
J JC  and Vice Representative of the Co
operatives Japan. This forum provided 
an opportunity to recognize the 
importance of social responsibility of co
operatives and a need to further 
strengthen their collaboration for the 
development of the community.

Korea: iCOOP 91st International Day of Co-operatives 
Commemoration

To celebrate the 91st ICA International 
Co-operative Day and the 19th UN 
International Day of Co-operatives on 
July 6 2013, the 1st Co-operative Week 
was held to raise public awareness on 
co-operatives with the theme ‘Hope to 
make together, happiness to share

t o g e t h e r ’ . It w a s  the f i rs t  
commemorative week held in Korea 
after the enactment of Korean Co
operative Fundamental Act in last 
December.
On July 3, Korean Council for 
Establishment of National C o 

operative Association held ‘policy forum 
for promotion of consumer co
operatives’ at SK  building in Seoul as the 
first program of Co-operative Week and 
about 100 people and officials from co
operatives and government attended.
On July 5, ‘Meet the Authors on Co-

New Members:
Department of Agricultural Marketing and Cooperatives (DAMC) from Bhutan joined as an Associate Member. The 
contact is:
Mr. Dorji Dhradhul, Director/Mr. Yonten Gyamtsho, Chief, Co-operative Development Division, Department of 
Agricultural Marketing and Cooperatives P.O Box 929, Thongsal Lam, Thimphu, Bhutan.
Tel; +975 2 322 909, Fax: + 975 2 324 898, Email: dhradhul@gmail.com; ygyamtsho23@gmail.com

New Leaders and Officials:
• Mr. Takaaki Fujiwara elected as President of Japanese Health and Welfare 

Co-operative Federation of Japan ( HeW Co-op Japan).
• Dato’ Haji Abdul Fattah Haji Abdullah elected as President of ANGKASA, Malaysia.
• Mr. A. Lalith W Peries elected as Chairman of NCCL, Sri Lanka.
• Dr. Tanapat Phalakavong Na Ayuthaya appointed as Executive Directer of the Cooperative League of Thailand.

mailto:dhradhul@gmail.com
mailto:ygyamtsho23@gmail.com
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operatives’ was held by iCOOP Co
operative Development Centre (ICDC) 
at the Seoul Women’s Plaza.
The main Co-operative Week event was 
held at the Coex Exhibition Centre by 
Joint-Promotion Committee for Co
operative Week Events which consists of 
Ministry of Strategy and Finance and 
Korea Social Enterprise Promotion

Agency iCOOP Korea had set up 2 
promotional booths to introduce it’s 
activities and provided consultation 
service about establishment of co
operative. People could learn about 
co-operative and ethical consumerism 
enjoying through various programs 
such as quiz and dice-play, reading co
operative story books and drawings.

ICDC organized ‘A day workers’ co
operative’ with 9 youth for simulation of 
the co-operative operations starting 
from establishment to dividend return. 
Total 70 co-operatives from various 
sectors participated in the booths to 
promote their co-operatives at this 2 
days event.

“Empowerment” ancTlCA President

Dame Pauline Green, ICA President had 
recently completed an interview for the 
United Nations Social Development

Network web page on her opinion 
about empowerment and social issues. 
In her answer to their first question 
asking about her perspective on what 
would empowerment of people mean 
in practical terms? Dame Pauline 
Green answered that “Empowerment 
to me is about allowing each individual 
to strive to reach their potential without 
discrimination on the basis of gender, 
race, religion, sexuality or physical 
impairment. It is about a cultural, social 
and legislative environment that 
encourages tolerance and a greater 
understanding of those things that 
human beings share, rather than what 
divides them. It is about the state 
understanding that its role is to 
steward, promote and support rather

than to dictate, enforce and punish.
The empowerment of people provides 
the most challenging but exciting way of 
finding a better balanced, sustainable 
future for mankind that is built on the 
power of a shared future and not on the 
power of elites. In practical terms sadly it 
requires generations to secure a change 
in culture and an understanding that the 
politics and institutionalist statism of the 
last two centuries need to change, in a 
world of technological innovation and 
a c c e s s  to information on an 
unprecedented scale.
The complete interview to be posted on 
UN Social Development Network web 
page soon.

Important Announcement: ICA General Assembly

'APITM
lEWORK

ICA GLOBAL 
CONFERENCE & 

GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY

CA PE TOWN, SOUTH A FRICA  
1-5 NOVEMBER 2013

The latest ICA Global membership statistics
268 member organisations i.e. 231 Members and 37 Associate Members from 94 countries.
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AGRICULTURE
W orkshop on  A gricultural C o-operative System

I C A - A P  &  N A C F  J o i n t  W o r k s l l  
on the Agricultural Co-operative S y s te m  in K

0M|x|9t

Dr. Chan Ho-CHOI speaking at the opening

The National Agricultural Federation of South Korea is the 
apex organisation of Agricultural Cooperatives in the country 
with the mandate to provide extension and support services 
marketing and supply and financial services to its members.
In March 2012 the NACF restructured its operations, 
establishing financial and marketing holding companies 
through the revised agricultural cooperative law and 
resolution of board of Directors in February 2012. The 
restructured NACF performs as the centre of member coops 
governing the extension and support unit, the agricultural 
and supply business unit, the livestock marketing and supply 
unit and the cooperative banking unit. It has created a unique 
model of cooperative service provider. The ICA/NACF joint 
“workshop on agricultural cooperative systems in Korea” 
was conducted for the cooperative members of ICA AP to 
give them an exposure to the working of NACF as well as 
providing an opportunity for networking and experience 
sharing.

The workshop was conducted on 23rd-28th September, 
2013 in Seoul wherein 14 cooperative members from 9 Asian 
countries participated. Mr. Kim Hyun Gun, Executive Vice 
President of NACF delivered opening address followed by 
welcome speech by Dr. Chan Ho Choi, Regional Director, 
ICA AP. Participants from 9 countries made presentation 
during the technical session and reported about agricultural 
cooperative system in their respective countries.
The participants got opportunity to visit the Yang Jae Hanaro- 
Mart, Ansung Farm Land and an Agricultural Processing 
Complexe (APC) producing and marketing Ginseng and 
packaging Korean Apples and Gosam Primary Agriculture 
Cooperative, a unique small primary cooperative with 1159 
members and has been in the business of organic cultivation 
since 1996. The participants also visited NACF agricultural 
museum showcasing old and contemporary farming 
equipments and culture.

Workshop on A g r icu ltu r a l  
Cooperative System 
Upcoming Event 
Management of Consumer Coops

Management Capacity Building of 
Women for Coop Development 
Revitalization of Local Comm
unity by Rural Women

Meeting of the Youth Committee 
Cooperative Week Celebration in 
Iran 
Visitors
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From the Editor

M e m b e r s  are 
gear ing  up to 
attend the General 
Assembly-2013 in 
Cape Town which 
is the'first'in Africa 

where the new board will be 
elected and the ICA will be 
introducing a new identity 
marque.
In our region, several activities for 
advocacy, lobbying and capacity 
building were held participated by 
a number of cooperative 
members, officials and leaders. 
The activities covered various 
sectors such as agriculture and 
consumer and exclusive events 
were held for capacity building of 
women and youth to ensure 
inclusive development.
Taking forward the commitment of 
the 9th Asia-Pacific Cooperative 
Ministers' Conference-2012 and 
legacy of IYC-2012, the 1st Asia- 
Pacific Co-operative Registrars' 
Conference will be held in 
December in Kuala Lumpur 
hosted by MCSC and ANGKASA.
Participation of all stake holders 
in the conference is crucial in 
taking forward the agenda of 
creating an enabling legal and 
policy environment for success 
and progress of cooperative 
movement in the region. See you 
in Malaysia in December!

-  Savitri Singh

CONSUMER
Management of Consumer Cooperatives 1
1. Training in Japan ,i

Practical training at store

A seventeen-day (July 19-August 4) 
training program for managers of 
consumer co-operatives  was 
organized by ICA-AP in collaboration 
with JCCU for three cooperative staff 
from iCOOP Korea (Mr. SHIN, Dong-. 
Jin), India, Shri Warana Vibhag 
Sahakari Grahak Mandal Ltd. (Mr. Patil 
Anant Surgonda) and Malaysian 
National Co-operative Movement (Mr. 
Mohd. Othman Bin Adam).
Miyagi Co-op and the Co-op Net 
Business Association provided the 
training grounds, the facilities and 
resource persons.
The program consisted of different 
training modules that together covered 
all the training proposals requested by 
the trainees such as, consumer co
operative store operation, marketing, 
merchandising & supply chain, 
environmental management as 
practiced by co-op, personnel 
management and customer service.
The participants arrived in Japan on 
July 19 and having gone through a

two-day orientation at J C C U  
headquarters spent two and a half 
days at Co-op Net to receive lectures 
on structure of business solidarity, 
social and environmental initiatives to 
mention a few.
The training module at Miyagi Co-op 
contained practical exercises allowing 
them to work at the store, attending 
conventional meeting between the 
store manager and the chiefs of 
various divisions leaving them with 
memorable experience.
The trainees were also impressed 
about Miyagi Co-op's human resource 
development program that instills co
operative spirit in employees.
At the end of the training, an action 
plan was drawn by trainees to address 
what they intend achieving upon 
returning to their home countries on 
August 4.
The second batch of the 2013 ICA-AP 
training program for Managers of 
Consumer Co-operatives will be held 
from November 22 to December 8.

Im p ortan t N o tifica tio n  !
The 1st Asia-Pacific Co-operative Registrars’ Conference will be held on IQ- 
12 December, 2013 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia hosted by Malaysia 
Cooperative Societies Commission and ANGKASA.
The Theme of the Conference is ‘Sound Tuning of Cooperative Law, Policy & 
Regulation and Primary Cooperatives’ By-laws’. For more information, 
please visit www.ica-ap.coop

http://www.ica-ap.coop
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2. Workshop in Singapore

Participants at the wort^shop

13th ICA Asia-Pacific Regional Workshop on “IVIanagement 
of Consumer Co-operatives” was held in Singapore, 3-5th 
July 2013.
NTUC Fairprice (Singapore) hosted this 3 days workshop, 
which was attended by 18 co-operators from Vietnam, 
Philippines, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Iran, and Indonesia.
The objectives of the workshop were to promote 
understanding of socio-economic role of consumer 
cooperatives, to study the successful cases of international 
business collaboration between consumer cooperatives and 
to establish an international network of consumer 
cooperative leaders and managers.
The workshop program started with a welcome speech from 
NTUC Fairprice, followed by an opening remark by Ms. 
MIYAZAWA Kanako, Secretary of ICA-AP Consumer 
Committee.
During the 2 days technical session the following 
lectures/presentations were made by the experts:
1. “Supermarket Operations” by Mr. Gerry Lee, Managing 

Director of Business Group, Fairprice.
2. “Purchasing, Merchandising and International Trading

@ Fairprice” by Mr. Tng Ah Yiam, Managing Director of 
Group Purchasing, Merchandising and International 
Trading, Fairprice.

3. “Supply Chain Management” by Mr. Mark Teo, Senior 
Manager of Logistics, Fairprice.

4. Mr. Alberto Marrassini, General Manager of Co-op 
Global Sourcing (China), gave a lecture on “Overview of 
Co-op Global Sourcing and Business Collaboration with 
European Consumer Co-operatives”.

5. Mr. HORI Hiroyuki, Senior Manager of New Business 
Development, Co-op Net Federation (Japan) also gave 
lecture on the Case study on Japanese Consumers' Co
operative “Dinner Delivery Service”.

A group discussion was held on the topics; “value of being a 
co-operative” and “co-operation among co-operatives”.
Mr. Beng Lee Kao gave a closing speech at the concluding 
session and participants gave encouraging feedback.
An Indonesian participant expressed satisfaction and 
thanked ICA and Fairprice for “providing opportunity to 
insight and knowledge that we really need.”
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GENDER MAINSTREAMING

M anagem ent Capacity B uild ing o f W omen for 
Co-operative D evelopm ent

Mr. Dariush Pakbin, Secretary General of ICC, speaking at the Opening

I would like to recall the UN Resolution adopted by the 
General Assembly in February 2010. It noted that 
“recognizing that cooperatives, in their various forms, 
promote the fullest possible participation in the economic and 
social development of all people, including women, youth, 
older persons, persons with disabilities and indigenous 
people, are becoming a major factor of economic and social 
development and contribute to the eradication of poverty.... ” 
said Dr. CHOI, Regional Director in his opening speech of the 
ICA-AP/ICC Training Program on “IVIanagement Capacity 
Building of Women for Co-operative Development” held on 
14-18 October 2013 in Tehran, Iran, hosted by the Iranian 
Central Chamber of Co-operatives (ICC). In this 5 days 
training program for women trainers, conducted by Ms. 
Savitri Singh, 2 participants from ANGKASA-iVlalaysia and 
32 women cooperative leaders from various provinces of Iran 
participated intensely.
Dr. G. Hossein Hosseininia, Deputy Minister of the Ministry of 
Cooperatives, Labor and Social Welfare, Mr. Dariush Pakbin, 
Secretary General of ICC and Mr. Zakaria Motevalli, Deputy 
Secretary General of ICC also addressed the opening and

expressed their views. The Deputy Minister thanked ICAfor 
conducting the program for cooperative members of Iran and 
talked about schemes and programs run by the ministry for 
cooperative development and inclusion of women.

Mr. Pakbin welcomed ICA delegation and participants and 
talked about the importance of women empowerment 
through cooperatives in Iran and gave an account of and ICC 
initiatives. Ms. Savitri Singh also welcomed the participants 
and delegates and gave briefing of the program in her 
introductory address.

Unfortunately, Ms. Simel Esim, Chief of the ILO Cooperative 
Branch couldn't join the program due to some last minute 
urgent business in ILO, but provided her speech for the 
inauguration. Her speech was read by Mr. Babak wherein 
she mentioned that “We welcome ICA efforts in promoting 
gender equality in cooperatives going back to a resolution 
and strategy on gender equality adopted in 1995. The ILO 
and the ICA worked together in developing training materials 
then, which have recently been updated by the ICA’s Asia 
Pacific region through its Regional Women's Committee.”
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The session on the topic 'Situation of Women and UNDP 
Programme for Gender IVIainstreaming in Iran' was 
conducted by Mr. Ali Farzin, Programme Specialist, 
Inclusive Growth and Development Cluster, UNDP, Iran.
As resource speaker, Mr. Ali Farzin talked to the women 
participants about UNDP programs and initiatives. He also 
invited one of the women entrepreneurs' promoted by 
UNDP Program to talk about setting up of Bee keeping 
business which was appreciated by the participants. The 
participants found information by Mr. Ali very useful and 
were keen on keeping in touch with him in future for 
guidance.

iv. Introduction of the “Resource Guide for Advanced 
Training of Co-operatives on Entrepreneurship 
Development of Women and Gender Equality”.

The participant from ANGKASA, Malaysia introduced the 
organization and made presentation on various 
cooperatives in the country which generated lot of interest 
among the participants resulting into many questions to the 
presenter.
An 'Experience Sharing Session' was exclusively conducted 
for the Iranian Co-op Entrepreneur participants who came 
from about 30 provinces of Iran and got opportunity to meet 
each other. The session came out to be very useful as it

Wc- r r?;

Women learning carpet weaving at a coop training centre

Status Paper from ICC, Iran was presented by the 
Chairperson of the ICC Women Committee. The training 
started with introduction, expectation check and group 
formation by Savitri Singh and she also conducted sessions 
on;
i. ICA Gender initiative and Leadership Development of 

Women in Co-operatives-The Global Perspective;
ii. Various Aspects of Management of a Co-operative 

business;
iii Understanding Gender;

provided a lot of information, sharing and networking 
opportunities. There were some interesting sectors of coops 
represented by the participants such as horse breeding 
coop, coop in building and monument preservation business 
etc.
The training completed with study visit to an Agriculture 
cooperative in the neighbouring city where participants got 
opportunity to interact with the office bearers along with 
visiting farm equipment museum and testing of delicious 
farm products.



ICA-AP NEWSLETTER

Revitalization of Local Community by Rural Women

The group of the participants in Thailand

The 3rd ICA-JapanTraining Course on “Revitalization of 
Local Community by Rural Women” was held in Thailand and 
Japan from 16th September to 18th October 2013. The 
Training Course is being organised in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), 
Government of Japan and implemented by the ICA.
Eleven women participants from eight countries, namely, 
Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Laos, Myanmar, Nepal, 
Thailand and Vietnam attended the Training Course.
The main objective of the Training Course is to assist 
fostering women coordinators who play important role in 
mobilising women in agricultural sector and rural community 
which will contribute in income-generation and poverty 
reduction in the Least Developed Countries of Mekong River 
countries and the South-Asian countries.
The part-1 of the program -  field study visits with a focus on 
observation of the activities of cooperatives/women groups 
and social institutions -  was held in Thailand from 16th to 
22nd September in collaboration with the Cooperative 
League of Thailand (CLT), a member organization of ICA.
The part-ll of the program held at IDACA from 23rd 
September to 18th October included extensive classroom 
work and study visits to agricultural cooperatives in Kyoto

Prefecture of Japan. Lecture-cum-practical field study visits 
assignments were combined to impart necessary knowledge 
to the participants on the working of women's associations 
and the general activities of agricultural cooperatives in 
Japan.
I n view of the experiences gained by the participants through 
class room lectures, field visits in Thailand and Japan, they 
were able to finalize/improve their Action Plans which they 
would be recommending to their respective organizations.
An end-of-the Course Evaluation was conducted at the 
conclusion of the Training Course. The participants felt that 
the training course was very relevant for the women leaders 
of agricultural cooperatives in Asia and hence it should be 
continued.
They also expressed their deep appreciation to the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), Government 
of Japan for providing financial support for this Training 
Course. They hoped that the MAFF would continue to 
support this training program in the future also for the 
development of rural women in the developing countries.
A Certificate of Participation was awarded to each participant 
at the closing ceremony held in IDACA, Tokyo on 17th 
October.
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INCLUSION OF YOUTH
Committee on Youth Co-operation Electronic Meet
The ICA AP Committee on Youth Cooperation organised its Agendas such as developing the Committee Website which
3rd electronic meeting on 2nd September 2013 to discuss will be made alive by the Chairperson at Youth Network
participation of committee and delegated from Asia Pacific in Meeting on 2nd November 2013 in Cape Town. The
the forthcoming Cooperative Youth Network meeting and Committee will be meeting on line again in the next month to
events in Cape Town in conjunction with ICA General follow up the development. Mr.Santosh Kumar, Secretary
Assembly, November-2013. Nine members from 8 countries organised the on line meeting,
participated in the meeting and also discussed other

FROM THE REGION

Cooperative Week Celebration in Iran
Iran celebrated its Co-operative Week from September 3-9,
2013. Each day of the Iran Co-operative Week was given a 
name with certain meaning and connotation. A translation of 
the Persian script reads as:
- Day 1: Cooperative, political and economic epic
- Day 2: Cooperative and morality
- Day 3: Cooperative and economic and social justice
- Day 4; Cooperative, and Islamic and national unity
- Day 5: Cooperative and job creation, entrepreneurship.

Day supporting national production
- Day 6: Cooperative, altering distribution system, and

improving people's livelihood

Opening of the Cooperative Week

- Day7: Cooperative, media, education, cultural 
awareness, Islamic-lranian pattern to advance

The Minister of co-operative along with the Secretary 
General of the Iranian Chamber of Cooperatives, Mr. 
Dariush Pakbin, and co-operators from various parts of Iran 
joined in celebration of the Iranian co-operative week. 
Expositions, seminars, and conferences were organized in 
different provinces to showcase coop-products. Appreciated 
authors, editors, and people who have been engaged in 
promoting the cooperative economic model were played an 
important role during the celebratory week. 21 co-operatives 
were appreciated for their activities. There has been a 
political development in Iran and a new President has been 
elected. The newly sworn in cooperative minister traveled to 

different provinces in order to get

I
 acquainted with the stake holders in 

Iran's co-operative sector. The 8th 
festival to select the top co-operatives in 
Iran was also held during the week. The 
Minister for co-operatives, labor and 
social welfare mentioned that Iran's 
economy is suffering from inflation and 
recession. He added that the best way 
to resolve that was the inclusion of 
people based enterprises like co
operatives in national growth. He 
mentioned that the capital has to return 
to production cycle. He further said that 
Iran needs 8% economic growth, job 

I creation mechanisms and does not
I need the burden of economic sanctions.

The ICC Secretary General Dariush 
Pakbin stated a co-op university was in 
the pipeline and negotiations with MPs 
to amend the co-operative laws were 
on. He also expressed that co-operative 
bank and coop insurance were two 
important achievements of the Iranian 
co-operative system.
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VISITORS Students from Gandhi Gram University
We received young students from Gandhi Gram University 
who are studying ‘Cooperative’ as one of the subject of 
their Rural IVIanagement Course.
15 students alongwith the coordinator, Dr. Pitchai visited 
the ICA-AP office to gain indepth information on the 
international cooperative movement.
Ms. Savitri Singh, Adviser, received them and gave a 
presentation on the ongoing development in ICA network 
and its activities in the region. The students also visited the 
office Library and Information Centre.

New ICA Member
Coop Global Sourcing Limited (CGS)
admitted as an Associate Member.

Group of students at ICA-AP office

CG S is a joint sourcing company for European 
co-operatives that is based in China, Vietnam 
and Bangladesh. They serve consumer co
operatives in Europe by sourcing products 
from South-East Asia. Their owners, Eroski 
and Coop Italy, are indirect members of the 
ICA and CCW. Their turnover in 2011 was 
HKD 680,000,000 (CHF 82,949,300).
For more information: www.coopgs.com

New Officials
ICA Central Office:
1. Mr. Jan Schiettecatte appointed as the 

Director of Communications.
2. Mr. Rodrigo Gouveia appointed as 

Director of Policy.
Vietnam:
New Director of International Co-operation of 
VCA.
Mr. Nguyen Ngoc Dzung has joined as 
Director of International Cooperation of VCA 
on 1st September, 2013 upon retirement of 
Mr. NguyenAnh Dzung.
Email address of Mr. Nguyen Ngoc Dzung is : 
dunglegan@gmail.com and his mobile 
Phone:84-913209979

ICA M embership  Statistics
270 Member Organisations i.e. 232 Members 
and 38 Associate Members from 94 countries

l o a

\1

"NOW LESS THAN HALF PRICE!*:
Was £33, now from £10
Now available! Limited availability!

Building a Better World: 100  stories of co-operation book
Building a Better World; 100 stories of co-operation is a collection of 
inspiring stories of co-operatives drawn from all around ttie globe. The book 
demonstrates how our model of enterprise not only survives but flourishes 
in the face of crisis, whether economic downturn, humanitarian crisis lil<e 
civil war or natural disasters like earthquakes and drought. It paints a 
picture, in human terms, of a financial model for the future.

Cooperatives

COOPERATIVE ENTERPRISES BUILD A BETTER WORLD_ 

t  t  i  \
v.ica.coop www.icashop.coop
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http://www.coopgs.com
mailto:dunglegan@gmail.com
http://www.icashop.coop


newsletterInternational 
Co-operative
Alliance s e l f - h e l p  • s o l i d a r i t y  • c o - o p e r a t i o n
Asia and Pacific ISSN : 0971-7013 (For Private Circulation only)

Vol. 3 Issue 6 November - December 2013

1 s t  I C  A  A s i a - P a c i f i c  C o - o p e r a t i v e  
R e g i s t r a r s ’  C o n f e r e n c e  h e l d

Hon’ble Minister and distinguished guests at the Opening of the Conference

“Ladies and Gentlemen, let me state that my ministry as well 
as the government of Malaysia strongly support this 
conference in line with national agenda to look after the well
being of every segment of the community” said the 
Honorable Minister of Domestic Trade, Co-operatives and 
Consumerism of Malaysia, YB Dato’ Hasan Bin Malek in his 
inaugural address of the 1st Asia-Pacific Cooperative 
Registrars’ Conference held at Dorsett Grand Subang Hotel 
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 10-11 December 2013. He 
further said that, “as the Minister of Domestic Trade, Co
operatives and Consumerism, I would like to reiterate the 
political will and seriousness of the current Government to 
continuously help the cooperative movement in this country.”
The Conference was attended by more than 230 persons 
from 17 countries, including Co-operative Registrars, 
Government representatives and co-op leaders and 3

International organisations and saw rich deliberations and 
adopted a “Resolution” at the closing session.
Dr. Chandra Pal Singh Yadav, Vice Chairperson of ICA-Asia 
and Pacific Board and Datuk Nik Ali Bin Mat Yunus, 
Executive Chairman of MCSC, Malaysia also addressed the 
opening and delivered speech.
Dr. Chan Ho CHOI, Regional Director of ICA-AP expressed 
his thanks and gratitude to Datuk Nik Ali Bin Mat Yunus, 
Executive Chairman of MCSC, Malaysia and Dato’ Haji 
Abdul Fattah Haji Abdullah, President, ANGKASA, Malaysia 
for hosting the conference and providing hospitality.
Speeches and papers presented at the Conference can be 
found at ; http://ica-aD.coop/Structure/presentation-made- 
sound-tunninh-cooperative-law-policv-reaulation-and- 
primerv-cooperative

• 1st ICA Asia-Pacific Cooperative 
Registrars’Conference held

• Regional Board Meeting
• ICA General Assembly-2013 held
a P n n n  M a m iio  la i in r h o r l _________

Coop Marque for ICA Asia and 
Pacific 
New ICA Board member 
Fostering Core Leaders of

HRD Seminar 
HRD Committee meeting 
Gender Equality Committee meeting 
Coop Trade

http://ica-aD.coop/Structure/presentation-made-
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F rom  th e  E d itor
Happy New Year 
to a ll!

T h i s  i s s u e  
c o n t a i n i n g  
s evera l  news,  

reflects on how busy the 
cooperatives were until the last 
month of the year. The year 
2013 was quite significant as 
ICA has created history by 
launching the new “C O 
O P E R A T IV E  M A R Q U E ” at 
Cape Town, the first ICA 
General Assembly was held in 
Africa in the last 118 years of 
ICA and ICA-AP initiated and 
held “The 1st Asia-Pacific 
C o o p e r a t i v e  R e g i s t r a r s  
Conference” which saw mean
ing full discussions and lively 
participation resulting into a 
roadmap in the form of “Confer
ence Resolutions”.

In addition, reports of our 
regular capaci ty  building 
activities as well as news from 
members are included for 
exchange of information.

We would love to hear from you!

-  Savitri Singh

ICA-AP STATISTICS
The current total ICA-Asia 
and Pacific membership is 
81 member organizations 
from 25 countries.

(L-R) Dr. Yadav, HajiNikAli, YBDato’Malek, Hon’ble Minister, HajiDato’Abdullah 
and Dr CHOI at the Press Conference

Regional Board Meeting
The meeting of the ICA-AP Regional 
Board was held in Cape Town 
International Convention Centre, 
South Africa on 1st November 2013 
under the chairmanship of Mr. Li 
Chunsheng. Both Vice Chairpersons 
Dr. Chandra Pal Singh Yadav and Mr.
H.A.M. Nurdin Halid, were present 
along with other members and one 
youth representative.
Mr Seah Kian Peng, ICA Global Board 
Member from Singapore was also 
present.
Mr. Charles Gould, Director General of 
ICA was the special invitee at the 
meeting.
Mr Li Chunsheng extended a warm 
welcome to the members and invited 
their views and comments on the 
Agenda. The Agenda of the meeting 
was unanimously approved and 
Minutes of the last Meeting held in 
Haikou on 15th March 2013 were 
confirmed.
The National Cooperative Council of 
Sri Lanka (NCC) had nominated its 
current Chairman Mr W. Lalith A. 
Peiris in place of Mr. Bandu Ranawake 
on his retirement from the board and 
the meeting unanimously ratified the 
substitute memberfrom Sri Lanka
Dr. Sukesh Zamwar, Chairman of the 
ICA-AP Youth Committee was 
unanimously co-opted to the Regional 
Board as per rules of ICA-AP.

Dr. Chan Ho Choi, Regional Director 
presented the ICA-AP Activities 
Report for January to October 2013. 
DrChandra Pal Singh Yadav from 
India, Mr. Hajime Yaguchi from Japan 
and Mr. Phanuwat on behalf of CLT, 
Thailand gave their inputs to be 
included in the report.
The Financial Report for 1 st January to 
30th June and the estimated cost for 
July to September 2013 were 
presented by the Regional Director.
He reported a surplus of CHF 65,813 
as per the estimates and informed 
about the administrative problems 
faced by the office in getting the funds 
from outside India which was solved 
only in July. Even salary to the staff 
was not paid for six months and he 
expressed regrets for this hardship 
caused to them. This was the main 
reason for the surplus funds. ICA-AP 
accounts are audited by the auditor 
appointed by the ICA and the audited 
report is being sent to ICA for inclusion 
in the global financial report.
In addition to this, MAFF project fund is 
also audited separately and sent to 
MAFF as per the agreement. The 
MAFF supported training project is 
going on for the last 30 years for which 
ICA is grateful to MAFF He also 
suggested that the duration of the 
training courses should be reduced, if *1 
possible, so that more participants 
could attend the training courses.
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Participants and observers of the Board Meeting with Mr Li Chunsheng

Mr. Li Chunsheng expressed happiness and satisfaction on 
the financial situation of Asia-Pacific region as it is very good 
in comparison with other ICA regions and hoped it would be 
getting better in the coming years.
Agenda on Membership situation came up for discussion 
and Dr. Choi informed that the following four organizations 
have been admitted as members of ICA from the region: (a) 
Department of Agricultural Cooperative Marketing (DACM), 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forests, Bhutan; (b) Coop Global 
Sourcing Limited (CGS), China; (c) Cooperative Union of 
Kyrgyzstan (CUK), Kyrgyzstan; and (d) National Fisheries 
Federation, Sri Lanka and following 3 more organizations 
have applied for membership (1 )The Delhi State Consumers 
Cooperative Federation Limited, India; (2) Sarsabz 
Foundation (SF), Pakistan; and (3) Economic and Social 
Development Center of Palestine.
However, following four organizations have ceased to be 
members (1) Fiji Cooperative Union Limited (FCUL), Fiji; (2) 
Mollah-Ah Movahedin Credit Cooperative (MAMCC), Iran; 
(3) Supervision & Coordination Central Union of Rural and 
Agricultural Coops of Iran; (4) Sharjah Cooperative Society 
(SCS), United Arab Emirates.
Dr. Choi presented the progress report of the ICA-AP 
Representative Office in Malaysia (MBO). The soft opening 
of the office was held on 28th August 2013 in the premises of 
Malaysian National Cooperative Movement (ANGKASA). 
Three staff on secondment from NACF-Korea; ACFSMC- 
China and ANGKASA-Malaysia have started working in the 
MBO. The staff from JCCU-Japan will join from in January
2014.
While presenting the ICA-AP Work Plan for 2014, Dr. CHOI 
said that 27 activities included in the work plan are based on 
the ICA-AP Strategic Plan for 2013-2016 as approved by the 
Regional Assembly in Kobe (Japan) on 2^h November 
2012. Work Plan was approved with appreciation to Dr. Choi 
for inclusion of a variety of activities.

The ICA-AP Budget for 2014 was 
presented based on the multi-annual 
budget for the years 2013-2016 
approved by the Regional Assembly 
in Kobe (Japan) on 29th November 
2012 and was unanimously 
approved.
Members were informed that the 1st 
Asia-Pacific Cooperative Registrars' 
Conference on “Sound Tuning of 
Cooperative Law, Policy and 
R e g u l a t i o n  a n d  P r i m a r y  
Cooperatives By-Laws” would be 
held in Malaysia from 10th to 12th 
December 2013 in collaboration with 
Malaysian Co-operative Societies 
Commission and the Malaysian 
National Cooperative Movement 
(ANGKASA).
On the issue of appointment of the 
new Regional Director for Asia- 
Pacific, Mr. Charles Gould informed 

that Dr. Choi has agreed to work up to 31st March 2014 and 
the recruitment process for the new Regional Director would 
continue until December 2013. He sought the help of 
Regional Board members to get good candidates. He 
wanted to know whether the ICA-AP Board will accept the 
candidate from outside the region. The board members were 
of the view that the Regional Director should be from the 
Asia-Pacific region.
Mr. Li Chunsheng said “I really believe the DG would 
consider our concern while appointing the new Regional 
Director”. He concluded that the new Regional Director 
should come from our region. Mr. Gould said that he would 
continue the process of recruitment of new Regional Director 
and report it at the next Regional Board meeting in Beijing in 
February 2014.
Moving towards next the agenda, DEKOPIN had offered in 
Kobe, 2012 to hold the 11th Regional Assembly and related 
events in Indonesia in 2014. Mr. Halid informed that they are 
in the process of selecting a city/venue for the events and he 
would inform the Chairman and the Regional Director as 
soon as possible. The DEKOPIN also suggested the theme 
of the event as “Cooperative Enterprises Become the Most 
Roving Business Model in the Region”.
Keeping in view the International Summit of Co-operatives 
to be held in Quebec in early October 2014, the last week of 
November 2014 would be more suitable for the ICA-AP 
events.
As the matter of nominating one board member to ICA 
Domus Trust was discussed at its meeting held in Haikou on 
13th March 2013, Mr. Li Chunsheng informed that Mr. Won 
Byung Choi (NACF-Korea) has kindly agreed to be the 
trustee of ICADomusTrustin place ofthe Regional Director.
The next board meeting will be held in Beijing, China on 17- 
18 February 2014 in conjunction with the ICA Global Board 
meeting.
The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.
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ICA General Assembly-2013 held

ICA President, Dame Pauline Green addressing the General 
Assembly

More than thousand co-operators and stake holders from 88 
countries participated in the ICA's Global Conference and 
General Assembly under the theme “A Co-operative Decade 
in Action” held at the International Convention Center in 
Cape Town, South Africa on 1-5 November, 2013.
It was the first ICA’s Global Conference and General 
Assembly held in the ICA Africa Region during the 118 years 
history of ICA.

A series of meetings and seminars were held in conjunction 
with the General Assembly. Election of the ICA Global Board 
and the launch of the COOPERATIVE MARQUE were the 
significant events taken place during the General Assembly

COOP Marque Launched
“This new brand or identifier that we have produced, is 
something that we believe there is a real thirst for around the 
world and has been for some time. When we had the UN logo 
everybody around the world used it. Apply here 
www.identity.coop”
-  Dame Pauline Green, President, International Co 
operative Alliance

COOP Marque 
Pacific

for ICA-Asia and
The options of COOPERATIVE MARQUE have beer 
circulated to all members and we received 20 responses (1T 
countries, 20 members). Majority of members opted for thf 
Option 1 b. Therefore, Option 1 b is the MARQUE of ICA-AP.

CGOp International
Co-operative
Alliance
Asia and Pacific

Members from the Region in the new ICA Board
There are five members in the ICA Global Board from the 
region at present.
Mr. Gregory Wall, CEO of Capricorn Co-operative from 
Australia; Mr. Akira Banzai, President of Ja-Zenchu from 
Japan; Mr. Won-Byung CHOI, Chairperson of the NACF 
from Korea; Mr. Seah Kiang Peng, C.E.O of NTUC Fairprice

Co-operative of Singapore were elected as members of the 
ICAGIobal Board.
Mr. Li Chunsheng, President of ACFSMC, China was electec 
as the President of the ICA-AP Regional Board in Novembe 
2012 and was ratified as ICA Board member from the 
Region.

LI Chunsheng (China)
President, ICAAsia-Paclfic 
& Vice President of All 
China Federation of 
Supply and Marketing Co
operatives (ACFSM C)

Gregory Wall (Australia)
Group CEO  of Capricorn 
Co-operative

Akira Banzai (Japan)
President, JA-Zenchu 
(Central Union of 
Agricultural Co- operatives) 
Japan.

Won-Byung Choi (Korea)
Chairperson, National 
Agricultural Co-operative 
Federation (NACF).

Seah Kian Peng 
(Singapore)
CEO, NTUC Fairprice 
Co-operative.
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CAPACITY BUILDING
Fostering Core Leaders of Agricultural Co-operatives-2013

farmers in the LDCs of Mekong River countries and South 
Asian Countries. The training program was implemented by 
the ICA-AP in collaboration with MAFF, Government of 
Japan, Institute of Rural Management Anand (IRMA) in 
India, Institute for the Development of Agriculture 
Cooperation in Asia (IDACA), Japan and ICAs member- 
organizations in India and Japan. The Training course was 
inaugurated by Ms. Jeemol Unni, Director of IRMA. Mr. A.K. 
Taneja, Project Coordinator, ICA-AP, also addressed the 
participants on behalf of the Regional Director, ICA-AP. Prof. 
Madhavi Mehta of IRMAcoordinated the events.
11 participants from 10 countries -  Bhutan, Cambodia, Lao 
PDR, India, Indonesia, Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, Sri 
Lanka and Vietnam attended the program and after 
completing the IRMA Module in India, they moved to IDACA 
in Japan and attended 24 days training there.
At the concluding session at IDACAon 13th December 2013, 
Mr. Toshiyuki SHINADA, Deputy Director of International 
Cooperation Division, MAFF, Mr. Hideya Suzuki, Manager 
(GAD), IDACA and Mr. A.K. Taneja, Project Coordinator, 
ICA-AP, addressed the participants. Mr. B.R. Mallick, a 
participant from India, presented a vote of thanks on behalf 
ofall the participants.
The Certificates of Participation from the ICA as well as from 
the IDACA were awarded to the participants.

Training session in IDACA, Japan

1st Training course on “Fostering Core Leaders of 
Agricultural Co-operatives-2013” was organized by ICA-AP, 
in India and Japan between 18th October and 14th 
December 2013. The overall objective of the training 
program was to assist fostering of the core leaders, who are 
expected to play the leading roles in agricultural 
cooperatives and farmers' groups that will contribute to the 
improvement of agricultural production and income of the

HRD Seminar
The ICA-AP Committee on HRD held a Regional Seminar on 
“Success Stories as a Tool for Cooperative Education and 
Training” in Colombo (Sri Lanka) on 26-28 November 2013 in 
collaboration with the Sri Lanka Consumer Cooperative 
Societies Federation Limited (COOPFED).
Cooperatives, as an organization, are using Human 
Resource Development (HRD) efforts to ensure capacity 
building of all stakeholders' i.e. members, officials and 
employees engaged in achieving its objectives.
The Seminar focused on concept, definition and functions 
of HRD and also show cased the “Best Practices” being 
adopted by some cooperatives to achieve performance 
improvement. Seminar is expected to enable the participants 
to enrich their knowledge about conceptual framework of 
HRD and learn lesson from success stories/best HRD 
practices in cooperatives.
The seminar was inaugurated by Dr. W.H. Karunarathna, 
Commissioner of Cooperative Development and Registrar of 
Cooperative Societies, Sri Lanka on 26th November. 50 
participants including 36 local co-operators from Sri Lanka 
attended the seminar.
The following presentations were made at the seminar:

Dr. Karunarathna and Dr Bhagwati at the opening

(a) Anatomy of Successful CEO by Mr. K.K. Ravindran, 
Managing Director, National Cooperative Agricultural and 
Rural Development Banks’ Federation, Mumbai; (b) Human 
Resource in the Changing World and Effects of Changes in 
the Marketplace to Cooperatives by Mr. Ranjith 
Hettiarachchi, Chief Executive Officer, ACCU; (c) Mis-
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Management of Cooperative Societies by Dr. Sunil Silva, 
General Secretary/General Manager, NOG; and (d) 
Problems and Issues Related with Networking of 
Cooperative HRD Institutions by Dr. Dinesh, Chief 
Executive, NCUI.

H RD Committee Meeting
The 25th meeting of the ICA-AP Committee on Human 
Resource Development (HRD) was held in the afternoon of 
26th November in Colombo, Sri Lanka in conjunction with 
the HRD Seminar.
The meeting was presided over by Dr. Bhagwati Prasad, 
Chairman of the Committee. He welcomed the members

and thanked them for attending the meeting. In additional to 
the routine Agenda, the meeting unanimously decided to 
request the ICA-AP for allocation of some additional funds 
for the activities of the HRD Committee.
The meeting decided that the theme of the next seminar to 
be held in next year, 2014 should be on Good Governance 
with Focus on HRD.
It was unanimously decided to hold the next meeting of the 
HRD Committee in Indonesia in November 2014 in 
conjunction with the ICA-AP Regional Assembly. The 
meeting authorized the Chairman and ICA-AP to decide the 
date and venue of the next meeting.
Field Study Visits to cooperatives in Jaffna area were 
arranged by COOPFED on 27th and 28th November 2013.

GENDER EQUALITY

Gender Equality Committee meeting

Meeting in progress

The ICA Gender Equality Committee (ICA GEC) meeting 
was held in Cape Town on 1 st November 2013 in conjunction 
with the ICA General Assembly and Conference-2013. Dr. 
Maria Eugenia Perez Zea, Chairperson of the ICA Gender 
Equality Committee chaired the meeting and discussed 
about the activities of ICAGEC.
Ms. Savitri Singh, Adviser-Gender Program and 
Communication and Secretary of the ICA-AP Committee on 
Women represented the Committee at the meeting and 
presented activity report of women empowerment and 
gender mainstreaming programs of ICA-AP.
Dr. Maria mentioned that she is getting the newsletter of thr 
ICA-AP Committee on Women regularly and it is a good 
medium of information exchange. She further said that oth< 
regions should also exchange information for furthering th& 
cause of women empowerment and gender equality in 
cooperatives.

COOP TRADE

Promoting International Trade among 
Cooperatives-Seminar

ICA/ACFSMC Seminar on “International Trade among 
Cooperatives in Asia and the Pacific” was held in Kunming, 
China from 17-22 November 2013 in collaboration with 
ACFSMC, ICAand ILO.
The seminar aimed at offering cooperative managers in the 
region an opportunity to identify and capitalize on the trade 
and investment opportunities between cooperatives through 
lectures, presentations and field work and also to provide 
them a platform for business communication and

experience-sharing to build up their capacity on dealing with 
international trade and marketing.
Dr. Chan Ho Choi, Regional Director, ICA-AP provided 
valuable inputs for successful organisation of the seminar 
and ILO expert, Mr. Huseyin Polat was the chief coordinator 
of the seminar activities. He also made a presentation on 
“Comparative Advantage of Cooperatives in International 
Trade”.
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The Seminar in progress

Mr. Li Chunsheng, Vice President of All China Federation of 
Supply and Marketing Cooperatives (ACFSMC) inaugurated 
tlie seminar and delivered opening speech. Dr. Choi also 
made a speech and appreciated initiatives of the ACFSMC. 
Mr. Zhang Wangshu, Director of ACFSMC welcomed the 
participants and resource persons and introduced them. 
There were 30 participants representing 11 countries, 
including two from Africa namely, Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, 
Kenya, Malaysia, Myanmar, Mongolia, Nepal, Thailand, 
Vietnam and China and 10 resource persons from the ICA, 
ILO, New Zealand, Korea, Singapore and China.
During the technical session, country papers were 
presented by the participants and brief discussions held 
following the presentations. Presentations made by the 
participants from Africa were found interesting, generally 
about the agricultural cooperatives and their product-based 
f xport activities, particularly coffee export.

Several experts invited from various countries gave 
lectures/presentations which are listed below:
1. Opportunities and Challenges in International 

Cooperation among Cooperatives by Mr. Ramsey 
Margolis, Chief Executive of the New Zealand 
Cooperative Business,

2. Status and Future Challenges in Fairtrade Business of 
iCoop by Ms Younghee Lee, together with Ms Sumin Kim 
(interpreter),

3. International Sourcing: Experiences of Fair Price 
Consumer Co-op by Mr Victor Chai, together with Mr Ng 
Seng Joo,

4. Background paper: Competitive Advantage of 
Cooperatives in International Trade and Marketing by Mr 
Huseyin Poiatfrom ILO,

5. International Marketing and Sourcing: The Korean 
experience by Mr Kang SeokJu, Manager, NACF,

6. Supply to Co-op Global Sourcing by Mr Alberto 
Marrassini, General Manager of the Cooperative Global 
Sourcing (CGS) -  a Shanghai-based joint buying 
company of the two European consumer cooperatives 
(Coop Italia and Eroski-Spain).

A Forum for “Facilitating Trade and Cooperation among 
Cooperatives” was held by the Participants wherein they 
prepared a list of export and import items for their 
cooperatives and shared through presentation.
As part of “Fieldwork and Interactions with China Co-op 
members” in Yunnan Province, the participants visited the 
Distribution centre of Yuxi Baixin Group, Yuhu Community 
Consumer Cooperative in Hongta District, Yuxi Manor 
organic farm built for technological innovation and cultural 
display purposes and Chengjiang Lotus Root Starch Factory 
ofYunnan.

Obituary

Dr. Yehudah Paz

Dr. Yahudah Paz passed away on November 28,2013.
We, the ICA family, are deeply saddened by this news.
Mr. Li Chunsheng, Vice President, International Cooperative Alliance, extended 
heartfelt condolences to Dr. Yehudah Fez’s family and the N ISPED -A JEEC  family. 
He said in his message that,
“Dr. Yehudah Paz, the founding Chairman of N ISPED -A JEEC, made tremendous 
contributions to the Kibbutz movement and to the world cooperative movement. 
During his service in the board of ICA, Dr. Yehudah Paz left us a treasure trove of 
memories. “What we have once enjoyed, we can never lose. All that we love deeply 
becomes part of us. I do believe that the best way to honor Dr. Yehudah Paz who is not 
with us any more is to keep his memory alive through every day events and further 
promote the cooperative movement to make a better world. May Dr. Yehudah Paz rest 
in peace.”
Dr. Yehudah Paz was the ICA Board member (1995-2005), Chairperson of the ICA 
HRD Committee and memberof the ICA-AP Standing Committee.
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1st ASIA PACIFIC CO-OPERATIVE REGISTRARS’ CONFERENCE
December 10-11, 2013-K ua la  Lumpur, Malaysia

Theme: ‘Sound Tuning of Co-operative Law, Policy & Regulation  
and Primary Co-operative B y-Law s’

CONFERENCE RESOLUTION
Adopted on December 11, 2013

Whereas, the ICA-Asia and Pacific has been urging its members and national Governments through various forums 
such as the Co-operative IVIinisters’ Conference especially, the Joint Declaration of the 9th Asia Pacific Co-operative 
Ministers’ Conference, Bangkok - 2012, that called upon countries to initiate changes in co-operative laws and 
policies to achieve the objective in creating the legal and policy environment that is conducive to the development of 
co-operatives in accordance with the principles embodied in the ICA Statement on Co-operative Identity (Manchester 
-1995) and that,

in pursuance of the aforesaid Declaration, the Regional Assembly of the ICA-Asia and Pacific, Kobe - 2012 decided to 
convene a Conference of Registrars of co-operative societies of the region in Malaysia in 2013 to deliberate on the 
making of by-laws by primary co-operative societies - viewed as a ‘strategic issue’ with the objective of making the 
process transparent and participatory with active participation of women and youth, and attaining financial 
sustainability while exploring new areas of co-operative businesses and that,

we, the participants from sixteen countries deliberated on the legal, policy and management issues, taking note of the 
positions obtained from the region, and while reaffirming the autonomous and voluntary character of co-operatives 
and the co-operative principle of‘concern forthe community’, hereby resolve,

1. that ICA-Asia and Pacific members and representatives of Governments will work earnestly in close co
ordination to review the existing provisions in co-operative laws of their respective countries relating to the 
formulation of by-laws and make the process truly participatory;

2. to increase the participation of women and youth in the overall functioning of co-operatives to ensure inclusive 
participation and social cohesion;

3. to incorporate systems and procedures in by-laws to ensure financial sustainability of co-operatives by 
introducing prudential norms of management designed to help the members to avoid risky ventures and to 
improve and diversify their businesses while achieving their social, cultural and economic well being in a 
manner consistent with the co-operative principles;

4. to recommend a facilitative role for the concerned co-operative apex organisation in providing expert advice in 
the preparation of by-laws and institutionalise such roles of the co-operative apex organisation by proposing 
suitable legal measures and further recommend a mechanism of organising national conferences to deliberate 
on legal, policy and management issues concerning the co-operatives in their respective countries to enable co
operatives to evolve towards a higher and sustainable growth path;

5. to encourage the formation of a parliamentarian network to support the efforts of the Registrars/Regulators in 
establishing a responsive legal and policy framework;

6. to consider the indicative by-laws presented in the conference, an adaptive approach of making of by-laws 
which allows a responsive mechanism to meet local needs and situations to be adopted rather than the 
prevalent practice of ‘adopting’ model by-laws, to appropriately provide a practical, legal and functional 
framework for primary co-operatives;

7. to invite the ICA-Asia and Pacific to follow up the matter of reforming the process of making by-laws with 
members and respective regulatory authorities and report the progress achieved to the Regional Assembly 
from time to time; and

8. to consider the establishment of the Asia-Pacific Co-operative Registrars’/Registrars’ Association and its 
secretariat.

n/
Adopted by the Conference under the Chairmanship of Datuk Nik AN Bin Mat Yunus, Executive Chairman, Malaysian 
Co-operative Societies Commission.
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