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February 1, 1971

Thanks and

Good Wishes

Dear Cooperator, The International Cooperative Alliance Regional Office & 
Education Centre for South-East Asia has completed 10 years 
of successful work. The Tenth Anniversary Celebrations will 
be held on 17th February, 1971. The publication of the 
Prof. D. G. Karve Commemoration Volume and the unveiling of 
his portrait in the Regional Office will be an important part 
of the Tenth Anniversary Celebrations.

It gives me great pleasure and pride to address my fellow 
cooperators in the Region on this happy occasion and to share 
with them our sense of satisfaction that something has been 
achieved.

The Regional Office now serves the national cooperative 
movements of thirteen countries viz. , Australia, Ceylon, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, the Republic of Korea, 
Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, the Philippines, Singapore and 
Thailand. In the countries served by the Regional Office, 
there are 423,851 cooperative societies which is 71 per cent 
of the total number of societies in the world. These societies 
have a membership of 79,808,819 which is 31 per cent of the 
world total. (The ICA has a membership which covers 60 
countries and serves over 255 million cooperators).

The work of the Regional Office & Education Centre began in 
I960 with the holding of the Regional Seminar on ‘ ‘Cooperative 
Leadership in South-East Asia’ ’ at New Delhi in 1960. The 
importance attached to the establishment of the Regional 
Office & Education Centre and to its first educational 
activity not only by cooperative organisations but by 
governmental authorities was underlined by the fact that the 
Regional Office was opened and its first Seminar inaugurated 
by Jawaharlal Nehru, then Prime Minister of India. Since the



holding of this Seminar, the Regional Office & Education 
Centre has conducted over 77 educational programmes of 
various types in which more than 2,000 cooperators have 
participated. In its educational programmes, the Regional 
Office has been giving special attention to the training 
needs of agricultural and consumer cooperatives, so as to 
support effectively the member-education and employee- 
training activities of the member movements in the Region.

The Experts’ Conferences, Policy-makers’ Conferences, 
Regional Seminars and National Semi-nars-held in collaboration 
with the national cooperative movements in the Region on a 
variety of subjects have afforded the cooperators in the 
Region an opportunity to exchange ideas and experiences on 
common problems.

Through the Teachers ’ Exchange Programme, the RO & EC has 
been affording an opportunity to the cooperative teachers of 
various teaching institutions in the Region to benefit from 
the experience of other cooperative teaching institutions.

Through the Fellowship Programme, a number of cooperators 
have been trained in various fields of cooperative activity.

The Regional Office has also been rendering consultative and 
allied services to the national cooperative movements at 
their request.

A number of publications have been brought out on various 
cooperative subjects with a view to disseminating knowledge 
acquired by the Regional Office through its educational and 
research activities. Some of these publications have proved 
useful as teaching material for cooperative training courses 
and member education programmes .

During recent years, the ICA has laid considerable emphasis 
on promoting special projects among the national cooperative 
movements in the Region. The Regional Office, through its 
Technical Assistance and Trade Section, which was established 
in 1967 , has endeavoured to give effect to this policy. As a 
result of discussions held with the national affiliates of 
the ICA in the Region, a number of projects in the field of 
Agricultural Cooperation have been formulated by the national 
movements and referred to advanced cooperative movements for 
obtaining technical assistance. A project for establishing 
a milk processing plant in the State of Maharashtra, in India, 
is now under way, thanks to munificence of the West German 
Consumers’ Cooperative Congress. The movements of Ceylon and 
the Republic of Korea have received audio-visual equipment 
and library books plus equipment respectively.

International trade promotion activities initiated in 1965 
by the Regional Office and its services as a clearing house of 
trade information have increased. A few trade agreements 
between cooperative organisations across national 
boundaries have already been made and are being implemented 
successfully. It is proposed to undertake the training of 
technical personnel working in cooperative trading 
organisations in addition to our present activities in the 
field of trade promotion.

All this work of the Regional Office & Education Centre is 
being done thanks to the financial assistance it receives 
from the Swedish Cooperative Movement and the Cooperative 
Movements in the Region. The Swedish Cooperative Movement



contributes the major part of this assistance, about 73 
per cent, the member movements about 10 per cent, and the 
balance is provided by the Alliance.

The Swedish contributions come from a fund called ‘ ‘Without 
Boundaries ’ ’ established by the Swedish cooperators for 
helping in the education of members and the training of 
employees of the cooperative movements of the developing 
countries. The contribution made out of this fund is 
supplemented by the Swedish International Development 
Authority (SIDA).

Our grateful thanks are due to these organisations whose 
generous contributions have made our work possible. Our 
work would not have been as successful as it has been but for 
the unstinted support and cooperation extended to us by the 
national cooperative movements in the Region. The advice and 
guidance we have received from the Advisory Council of the 
Regional Office, and at our other meetings and discussions 
has been immensely useful to us. I have every reason to 
believe that this support and cooperation will be 
forthcoming in increasing measure in the years to come.

A word about this Bulletin is indicated here. Prom being only 
a review of our own work, it has grown in size and volume. It 
now gives important news of our member movements as well as 
information and articles on cooperative matters of topical 
importance. In view of this development the name of this 
quarterly has been changed to ‘ ‘ ICA Regional Bulletin” with 
effect from this issue.

A book entitled ‘ ‘ IGA in South-East Asia— the First Decade ” 
is being released on 17th February, 1971 to mark the Tenth 
Anniversary Celebrations of our Regional Office & Education 
Centre.

I take this opportunity of expressing my deepest gratitude to 
all those who have contributed to the success of our work in 
the past decade for the promotion of a non-profit system of 
production and trade based on mutual self-help and organised 
in the interests of the whole community, an economic democracy 
without which political democracy would not be meaningful.

Wishing each and all of you added strength to your cooperative 
elbow in the Cooperative Development Decade which has now 
begun.

Yours in cooperative service,

P. E. Weeraman 
IGA Regional Director for 

South-East Asia.



.MESSAGE-

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE ALLIANCE 
11, Upper Grosvenor Street 

London WIX 9PA England

The ICA Regional Office & Education Centre for South-East 
Asia has now completed ten years of its existence. This 
period has witnessed intensive activity in the fields of edu
cation, publications, technical assistance and trade infor
mation. During this period, we have also been able to main
tain close liaison with our member-organizations in the region. 
The Advisory Council meets annually to advise on the work of 
the office and an Agriculture Sub-Committee for the Region 
has begun to give sustained attention to problems of agricul
tural cooperative development in South-East Asia. It is fair 
to say that through the efforts of our Regional Office coope
rative organisations have been brought closer to the ICA and 
to each other and considerable experiences are being exchang
ed for the benefit of the movements.

Now that the Authorities of the Alliance have declared 
the Seventies as the Cooperative Development Decade, I see 
our Regional Office playing a very active part in formulating 
and implementing meaningful programmes in the interest of 
members of cooperative organisations. I would also like to 
take this opportunity to congratulate my colleagues in New 
Delhi for the hard and successful work which they have done 
over the years.

S. K. Saxena 
Director



.MESSAGE

SWEDISH COOPERATIVE CENTRE 
104-65 Stockholm Sweden

The ICA Regional Office & Education Centre is now entering 
D.ts second decade of work for promotion of the cooperative 
development in South and East Asia. It is my conviction that 
the collaboration between the ICA Office and the national 
cooperative movements in the region will further develop 
during the seventies and that the Alliance thereby can 
continue to provide essential services to its member-move- 
ments through its diversified activities.

Mobilising the human resources through cooperatives will 
be one important means to attain reasonable economic and 
social conditions for the majority of people in Asia. The ICA 
Off ice will, I am sure, through persistent efforts, play its 
role in the fulfilment of this objective.

From the Swedish Cooperative Centre, the best wishes are 
conveyed to the staff of the ICA Office for a successful 
second decade of work and development.

Alf Carlsson 
Director



Regional Seminar on the

Development of Housing Cooperatives in S-E Asia'
H. P. Lionel Gunawardana"*

1. INTRODUCTION
1. The Regional Seminar on the Development 

of Housing Cooperatives in South-East Asia was 
held by the ICA Regional Office & Education 
Centre in collaboration with the Cooperative Union 
o f Malaysia from 19th October to 2nd November,
1970 in Malaysia. In the first week, the seminar 
was held in Kuala Lumpur and subsequent sessions 
were held in Penang. Delegates from Ceylon, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, Malaysia, Pakistan, 
the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand partici
pated. Observers from the United Nations, 
ECAFE, United Nations Development Programme, 
International Confederation o f Free Trade Unions, 
also attended the seminar. Resource persons from 
Sweden, Germany, the United States, India, Malay
sia, Singapore and ECAFE gave lectures at the 
seminar.

The seminar was inaugurated by Y. A. B. Tun 
Haji Abdul Razak bin Hussein S. M. N., the 
Prime Minister o f Malaysia. The seminar was 
directed by Mr. J. M. Rana, Director (Education) 
and Mr. Lionel Gunawardana, Deputy Director 
(Publications & Public Relations) o f the ICA 
Regional Office & Education Centre for South-East 
Asia. Mr. P. E. Weeraman, ICA Regional Director 
for South-East Asia, also participated.

The valedictory address w b s  delivered by YAB 
Dr. Lim Chong Eu, Chief Minister of the State 
of Penang, Malaysia.

2. THE HOUSING SITUATION IN THE
REGION

2.1. Problems—their Urgency and Scope
It was noted that most o f the developing coun

tries in the region were experiencing the tremend
ous impact of rapid population growth, increasing 
industrialization and massive urbanization, which 
have led to serious housing shortages, severe conges
tion and over-crowding in urban centres, the 
formation o f slums and squatter settlements, in

adequate community facilities and health services, 
frustrating metropolitan traffic, and traffic and 
transport problems, wasteful sub-division and use 
of urban land, spiralling o f urban land prices and 
a host o f other problems.

Many developing countries in the region were 
suffering from a low level of productivity and high 
building costs, shortage of financial and material 
resources, skilled manpower, and chronic unem
ployment, particularly where urbanization was 
out-pacing industrialization.

D eputy Director, Publications & Public Relations, ICA  
Regional Office, N ew  Delhi

Prim e M inister of M alaysia, Tun Abdul Razak, being 
welcomed by M r. J. M. Rana and M r. N. A. K ularajah .

The seminar expressed deep concern with the 
serious housing situation confronting the develop
ing countries in the region and pointed out that 
unless adequate remedial measures were taken 
without further delay, these problems would have 
serious social, economic and political consequen
ces.

With the exception of a few countries, the 
developing countries in the region had not been 
able to meet the needs of the population for ade
quate housing accommodation. There had, there
fore, been a general deterioration in housing and

ICA REGIONAL BULLETIN



environmental conditions, especially in the urban 
areas and large metropolitan centres. The rapid 
increase in the urban population due to large- 
scale rural-urban migration had further aggrava
ted the housing situation.

2.2. Government Policies and Programmes
In most of the countries in the region, govern

ments have undertaken direct public housing and 
physical planning programmes to ameliorate the 
critical housing situation and the problems associa
ted with rapid urbanization. Despite the efforts 
taken and measures adopted, however, little pro
gress has been achieved and the situation remains 
usatisfactory in most of the developing countries.

The seminar felt that the principal reason was 
that although it had generally been accepted in 
most of the countries in the region and elsewhere, 
that social planning was as important to develop
ment as economic planning and that social deve
lopment must be integrated with economic plan
ning, in practice, how’ever, the social aspects of 
development had often, if not always, been over
looked or neglected, because of the erroneous 
assumption that social progress would follow  
automatically on economic development. As a 
result, a comparatively smaller share of the nation
al income had been devoted to housing and related 
programmes than appears justifiable in terms of 
the social and economic requirements. The situa
tion, however, has been gradually changing.

Until recently, the inability o f the developing 
countries in the region to cope with the serious 
housing situation was attributable mainly to the 
lack of clearly defined, comprehensive housing 
policies, realistic programmes and adequate funds 
for their implementation. Other contributory fac
tors were inadequate administrative machinery 
for dealing with housing and urban development 
problems, aggravated by the dearth of trained tech
nical and management staff; lack of adequate finan
cing schemes for encouraging private savings for 
home construction; few rational urban land policies 
for preventing land hoarding and the spiralling of 
land prices; an improper understanding or apprecia
tion of the benefits or advantages of housing 
cooperatives; and the failure, in most o f the coun
tries, to tap the immense potential of self-help 
housing, especially for the rural areas.

3. COOPERATIVE HOUSING IN THE 
REGION

National cooperative housing movements have 
made noteworthy progress in some countries in 
the region, and have contributed in appreciable 
measure towards solving the housing problem. 
In some others, the cooperative housing move
ments have only just begun. The seminar review
ed briefly the Cooperative Housing Movement in 
the region.

Types of Housing Cooperati ves in the Region

The following are the major types of housing 
cooperatives found in the countries in the region:

(i) Permanent Cooperative Housing Societies

There are two categories of housing societies of 
this type:

(A) Co-ownership Cooperative Housing Socie
ties : Here the housing estate is owned by the so
ciety and the members own the society collectively. 
No individual member can claim ownership of a 
particular house or a flat, but every member is 
entitled to use the house or the flat which is allotted 
to him (by paying the required monthly rental) as 
long as he is a member of the society.

(B) Individual Ownership Cooperative Housing 
Societies : In these societies the ownership of the 
house is transferred to individual members once 
they have repaid the loan. The society continues 
to provide maintenance and other services to mem
bers. The society also continues to enrol new 
members and to provide houses for them.

(ii) Terminating Cooperative Housing Societies

There are two categories of this type :

(A) The societies which transfer the ownership 
of land and houses to individual members immedi
ately after the completion of the project, after 
which the societies go into self-liquidation. After 
the transfer takes place, each member pays his 
monthly instalment direct to the lending organi
zation.

(B) The societies which transfer ownership of 
the land and the building to the members only 
after the entire loan has been repaid to the lend
ing organization. The societies remain responsi
ble for the collection o f loans from the individual 
members and for repayment o f the loan to the 
lending organization. After the full loan is re
paid the societies transfer the ownership of the 
houses to the members and go into self-liquida
tion.

(iii) House Construction Cooperative Housing 
Societies

These are societies o f house builders such as 
carpenters, painters, brick-layers, skilled and un
skilled labourers. They obtain their funds from 
financial institutions and build houses for sale 
or for rental.

(iv) Housing Land Development Cooperative 
Societies

These societies are formed for the purpose of 
acquiring and developing land collectively. Once 
the land is acquired and developed, it is distri
buted among the members and the societies go 
into liquidation.

(v) Multi-functional Cooperative Housing Societies

These societies undertake all activities connected 
with housing. The constitution o f these societies 
provides that they continue indefinitely as perma
nent societies, or liquidate themselves after a 
specific objective is achieved.

ICA REGIONAL BULLETIN



The seminar discussed the suitability and use
fulness of the above types o f cooperative housing 
societies, and felt that all these institutions are 
useful under different conditions. The seminar, 
however, emphasized that the permanent type of 
societies should be encouraged as they have a 
distinct advantage over the terminating types of 
societies. Not only can they undertake house 
maintenance and other important services, but they 
can also continuously enrol new mem'bers and 
provide them with housing facilities.

4. PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTING  
COOPERATIVE HOUSING SCHEMES

The seminar discussed various steps involved 
in planning and implementing cooperative hous
ing schemes and drew up a detailed list of steps 
that should be taken in planning and implement
ing them. The following are some o f the impor
tant ones listed :

4.1 Care should be taken to ensure that an ade
quate number of members come forward to 
participate in the' housing scheme. Their 
selection in case there are more persons than 
required for the scheme should be in accor
dance with their seniority as noted in the 
membership register.

4.2 The utmost care should be taken in selecting 
and acquiring land to ensure its suitability 
for building purposes, proper location, 
reasonable price, etc.

4.3 Once the land is acquired, the society 
should get a layout plan prepared by a com
petent architect and have the plan cleared by 
the appropriare authorities.

4.4 When the.lay-out plans are cleared, the 
participants should be informed and confir
mation as to their willingness to participate 
in the scheme should be obtained in writing. 
The architect should be instructed to design 
four or five types o f houses to suit the tastes 
and financial backgrounds of the partici
pants.

4.5 The lots may be allotted to the participants 
if the society considers it desirable, or the 
society might allocate lots only after the 
houses are completed. There are merits and 
de-merits in both these procedures. If allot
ted before the houses are constructed parti
cipants may be expected to take a more 
active interest in the society. On the other 
hand, this can lead to numerous problems— 
e.g., harassment o f the construction personnel 
to make alterations or to use particular col
ours etc.

4.6 While designs are being drawn up, the so
ciety should negotiate for a loan for develop
ment o f the schem^ When entering into an 
agreement for the loan, it is important to 
obtain the services of a legal adviser. No 
building project should be ventured into on 
the strength o f any incompleted loan ti’ans-

action or on the assumption that the loan 
would be forthcoming.

4.7 When the plans are cleared and the society 
is ready to commence with the develop
ment o f the housing scheme, participants 
should be requested to make down pay
ments as required under the bye-laws within 
a stipulated period. Care should be taken 
to see that these payments are not demanded 
earlier than necessary. Should there be any 
undue delay in the commencement of the 
scheme, problems will crop up. Dissatisfac
tion will arise leading to unnecessary dis
putes and troubles. The participants should 
not be allowed to delay the payments, as 
such delays will hold up the smooth opera
tion of the building project.

4.8 At this stage, the society should invite tend
ers, preferably through the medium of the 
Press, for the completion o f the scheme. 
Details of the scheme and all necessary 
specifications and other instructions, such as 
the amount of tender deposit, should be pro
vided to the would-be-tenderers. The manage
ment committee should decide as to whom 
the tender should be awarded, in consultation 
with the society’s architect. Before taking 
this decision, the management should as
certain whether the rates quoted generally 
conform with the market rates and experience 
and financial status of the contractor.
The agreement, entered into with the contra
ctor, should inter alia stipulate the period 
within which the work should be completed 
and penal provisions for non-observance o f  
any o f the clauses o f the contract. As a 
further safeguard a guarantee should be 
obtained from the contractors’ bankers, or 
from a reputed insurance company that the 
work would be completed as contracted.
To avoid suspicion in the minds of the parti
cipants of the housing scheme, it is desirable 
to invite the participants to be present at the 
time o f considering the tenders and also to 
inform them of the terms and conditions of 
contract.

4.9 When the construction work commences, the 
society should ensure that :

(i) The work is supervized by the society’s 
architect;

(ii) The funds are available for prompt pay
ment to the contractor as stipulated in the 
contract; and

(iii) No payment is made without properly 
ascertaining that the part of the work 
for which payment is made has been satis
factorily completed.

4.10 When the houses and all development works 
in the housing estate, such as roads, mains, 
culverts, bridges etc., are -completed to the 
satisfaction of the Authorities and in accor
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dance with the specifications, then the con
tractor should be requested to obtain the 
Certificate of Fitness of Occupation from the 
Authorities.

4.11 On receipt of the Certificate of Fitness, the 
houses should be handed over to the partici
pants after obtaining the necessary agree
ment. The agreement with the members 
should stipulate, inter alia :
(i) the periodic instalment to be paid in 

settlement of the loan;

(ii) a condition that the house will be resum
ed by the society in the event of failure 
to pay instalments on time; and

(iii) a condition that houses be maintained in 
good order by the participants and also 
that they obtain an insurance cover for 
the property against all types of risks.

The participants should also be instructed 
clearly that they should report any defect in 
construction within the period by which the 
contractor is obliged to correct the defect at 
his expense according to the conditions of 
the contract.

4.12 A committee of the members of the housing 
estate should be established to look after 
matters concerning their welfare, recreation, 
health and sanitation, security, etc., and 
generally to take up matters of common 
interest with the Management Committee.

4.13 When the participants complete the repay
ment o f loans the society should take imme
diate steps to transfer the houses to them.

5. SELF-HELP HOUSING IN RURAL AREAS

It need not be emphasized that the major part 
of the population o f the developing countries in 
the region lives in rural areas.

The seminar recognized the immense potential 
that self-help and aided self-help housing could 
play in the building of houses in the rural areas. 
This method o f building, which utilizes the idle 
time o f workers on the farms as their contribution 
towards the construction o f their homes through 
the organized cooperative effort o f the families 
themselves with the assistance and guidance of the 
government, could be successfully employed in 
rural areai.

6. COST SAVING FACTORS IN HOUSE
CONSTRUCTION

The seminar discussed in detail the various 
measures which the housing cooperatives could 
adopt in bringing about reduction in house build
ing costs. The seminar recommended the follow
ing :
6.1 The housing cooperatives should give due 

attention to measures for reducing house 
building costs.

6.2 Besides administrative and organizational
measures, the housing cooperatives should
also concern themselves with technological 
measures for reducing house building costs.

6.3 Area acquisition of land and its rational 
utilization.

6.4 Group Housing Schemes should be evolved 
to ensure economical use o f land.

6.5 Area development o f land would enable pro
vision of essential housing services at econo
mical cost.

6.6 For evolving efficient layout of housing
colonies and economical designs o f dewellings,
the services o f competent architects, engi
neers, specialists and builders should be 
sought.

6.7 Guidance should be provided to house-build- 
ers to enable them to make correct selection 
and economical use o f building materials.

6.8 Bulk procurement of building materials would 
help in obtaining supplies at a reasonable 
price and would also ensure regular delive
ries.

6.9 Technical guidance in the adoption o f ration
alized building specifications and techniques 
should be provided and encouragement 
should be given for the adoption of new 
building techniques.

6.10 Provision o f housing amenities and commu
nity facilities at economical cost, which 
enalJte the fulfilment of requirements of 
modern living and better housing standards 
should be given due attention.

6.11 Housing management should be undertaken 
to ensure the proper use and economical 
maintenance o f houses, services and commu
nity facilities.

6.12 Housing cooperatives should provide a lead 
in adopting modern developments in the 
technology o f housing production aimed at 
bringing about overall economy in building. 
These may include adoption of prefabricated 
building techniques, standardization and 
modular coordination in building, and better 
organization of the building industry.

6.13 The application o f results of research and 
experimental construction should be under
taken systematically as per the Development 
Cycle Scheme to achieve economy in 
building.

6.14 The establishment o f building centres by the 
developing countries would significantly 
contri]?ute to the promotion of house build
ing and rational use of resources. Housing 
cooperatives can be instrumental in expedi
ting the establishment of building centres and 
wherever such centres exist these should be 
taken advantage of in full measure.

1C A REGIONAL BULLETIN 11



7. GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE FOR
HOUSING COOPERATIVES

In the developed countries of the world, the 
cooperative sector has achieved very considerable 
success in the sphere of housing and has made 
significant contributions towards solving national 
housing problems.

The cooperative method can be successfully 
adopted in the developing countries also, to solve 
the housing prob'em.

The success of housing cooperatives in the 
developing countries, however, will depend not 
only on the mobilisation of members’ savings and 
enlisting their support on a self-help basis, but 
also on the various types and quantum of assis
tance received from the governments concerned. 
Such assistance might be included under the 
following categories :

7.1 Organization and Management
Cooperative Movement, at least in some o f the 

countries in the Region, need government assis
tance even in the organization of housing coope
ratives and their management in the initial stages. 
Cooperatives which are formed and managed with 
government assistance can assume progressively 
increasing responsibility to become fully self- 
managing in the course of time, when sufficient 
experience is acquired.
7.2 Finance and Financial Assistance

Large-scale housing schemes need investment
of large sums o f money. Cooperative Movements 
in the developing countries have limited financial 
resources and, therefore, have to look to outside 
sources for assistance. In view of the important 
role that cooperatives can play in meeting the 
housing needs of the rural and urban population, 
especially of the low and middle income groups 
which are the economically weaker sections o f the 
community, substantial government financial assis
tance should be extended. Such finance might be 
made available in the form o f grants and loans at 
low interest rates with extended repayment periods.

The seminar recommended the following aspects 
for the special attention of governments :

(a) sponsoring institutional finance for the 
cooperative housing sector;

(b) guaranteeing loans and debentures issued 
to the public by the financing institutions;

(c) providing schemes for mortgage insurance;
(d) direct contribution to the share capital of 

apex cooperative institutions and financial 
institutions and to the share capital of

^primary housing cooperatives, where feasi
ble, to strengthen their resources; and

(e) directing banks to divert a portion o f avail
able funds for housing.

It might even be expected that as a measure of 
social and economic amelioration o f the houseless 
and the poor, direct subsidies covering full or part 
cost of the houses might be made available in

terms of declared government policies, and such 
subsidies be channelled through housing coopera
tives.

7.3 Incentives and Concession for House Buildings
A well-organized cooperative housing move

ment can effectively supplement government efforts 
in solving the housing problems, specially o f low 
and middle income groups. Therefore, it is in 
government’s own interest to extend special en
couragement to housing cooperatives.

The incentives to housing cooperatives by 
governments may be as follows :

(a) where the concessions in the form of  
reduction and exemption of municipal, 
betterment, property and income-taxes and 
registration fees, stamp duty etc., are 
absent, such concessions should be granted.

(b) any incentives and concessions which are 
normally available to individuals for house 
building should be extended collectively to 
housing cooperatives.

The seminar further recommended that where 
housing cooperatives undertake building projects, 
the government or local government authorities 
should assume responsibility for providing ameni
ties and ancillary services like roads, parks, water 
supply, drainage, electricity and sewerage in order 
to reduce the cost, as is the normal practice in 
Scandinavian countries.

\

7.4 Special Legal Protection for Housing
Cooperatives

The seminar recommended the need for the 
creation of a special legal framework to provide, 
among others, for the following :

(i) Promulgation o f special legislation appli
cable to housing cooperatives;

(ii) such legislation should define and regulate 
the functions o f cooperatives and provide 
for their working, audit and supervision,

(iii) and also provide for social aid from 
government, including regular financial 
assistance and other concessions like 
exemption from certain duties and taxes; 
and

(iv) for summary procedures for recovering 
overdues.

Further, existing relevant legislation might need 
to be so amended as to facilitate and assist the 
work of housing cooperatives and provide for 
necessary safeguards in the interest of the society, 
in the matter of securities for loans etc.

7.5 Specialized Technical and Managerial Services

Unlike the public and private sectors, which 
undertake housing and house construction pro
grammes, cooperatives are not generally equipped 
to avail o f  the services o f capable technical and 
managerial personnel. This is another area where 
government’s assistance would be helpful.
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The seminar noted that in some eases govern
ments have invested large sums of money by way 
of shares or loans in cooperative housing societies. 
In order to safeguard public money, governments 
have made it a condition in such cases to have 
government representation on the management 
body of the society in which the government has 
invested money. The seminar was of the opinion 
that in these cases the government representative 
should act in an advisory capacity rather than take 
on responsibility for the management o f the 
society. The reason for this suggestion is that 
the management by government officials will 
undermine the cooperative character o f the society. 
In cases where governments do not hold any 
shares or extend any loans to the society, such 
advisory assistance should be given only if it is 
sought by the society.

7.6 Research for Promotion of House Building

As in all spheres o f human activity where 
methods and techniques are being constantly im
proved by continuous research, in housing and 
construction too, research plays a vital role in the 
preparation of new designs and plans, utilization 
of better and cheaper building materials, new 
construction techniques etc.—the ultimate objec
tive being to provide the maximum number of 
housing units at minimum cost. By the very 
nature o f the problems inherent in housing, 
research activities cannot always be centralized as 
various aspects have to be viewed from the angle 
o f local conditions. However, in large areas 
covering housing activities, common problems are 
faced and they could best be investigated by 
government or government sponsored research 
institutions. Cooperatives in a region may pool 
their resources to undertake research activities for 
the solution of common local problems, perhaps 
with government assistance but the wider respon
sibility should necessarily be with the government. 
It is, therefore, recommended that while govern
ment assistance in adequate measure should be 
given for purely regional and local research under
taken by the cooperatives, research on overall 
national problems might be directly undertaken by 
the State.

7.7. Building Material Industries

Development of building material industries by 
the government will be of immense benefit to all 
house-builders as this would tend to reduce ths 
cost of materials. Such industries will assist 
housing cooperatives too, while at the same time, 
cooperatives can also be organized to produce low 
cost materials. Further, government might, as a 
further measure o f assistance to the cooperative 
housing sector, make products of government 
sponsored corporations like cement, iron and steel 
available at concessional rates. Governments 
should also take steps to arrange for standardi
zation o f building materials and set up building 
centres to conduct research on various aspects of  
house construction.

7.8 Land Acquisition
The seminar recommended that governments 

should encourage, specially in metropolitan 
centres, through sound land policies, an adequate 
supply of housing. Emphasis should be on arrest
ing spiralling land prices and on prefrential treat
ment to the economically weaker section o f the 
population in the allotment and distribution of 
land.

The sources available to housing cooperatives 
to obtain land are :

(a) Government lands;
(b) Improvement Trusts, Development Autho

rities, Municipal Boards and Local Self- 
Government bodies;

(c) Private land acquired compulsorily; and
(d) Acquisition o f private urban and agricul

tural land by negotiations, exchange or 
donation.

Governments can help the cooperative housing 
societies to acquire land from all the sources 
enumerated above. It is o f course manifest that 
government assistance would, by its very nature, 
be circumscribed by the existing government land 
policies.
7.9 Protection of Titles

Cooperatives need protection o f titles acquired 
by them by purchase, exchange and gifts. Such 
protection is available in the case o f compulsory 
acquisition o f land under the appropriate statute. 
In the case of lands acquired by purchase, exchange 
and gift, such protection can be attained in the 
case of purchase, in consultation with solicitors 
(where they exist) who in turn can take an insu
rance to protect them against contingencies. 
Solicitors’ services may be available in a couple of 
places only and there is no provision for solicitors 
in the legal systems of most countries. Some 
means of protecting titles in other places can be 
usefully adopted. Provision o f the Cooperative 
Law in India giving protection to land develop
ment banks can be recommended mutatis mutandis 
for consideration.

7.10 Need to Fix Targets

Where the housing problem -is large, the role 
of cooperative housing has to be defined and one 
method would be to allocate targets to the various 
agencies endeavouring to meet the demand for 
additional housing. It would follow logically 
that in the allotment o f developed lands for cons
truction o f houses, the same formula would be 
followed and the ratio between the number of 
plots to be allotted to cooperatives and others 
ought to be the same as that between the targets 
for the two.

8. THE ROLE OF NATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS

In Cooperation, it is generally conceived that 
cooperators should do their best to propagate the 
cooperative ideology. The primary task o f a
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National Cooperative Organization is to work to 
achieve this goal. The National Organizations 
must assist the individual members in broadening 
the field o f Cooperation, either directly or through 
primary societies. In doing so, the National 
Organizations have an important task to perform 
in the field o f supply o f information and impar
ting education to the members o f cooperative 
societies as vvell as to the general public. The 
national organization should also assist housing 
societies in the preparation of their public relations 
and educational material and the launching of 
public relations campaigns.

A national organization of housing cooperatives 
must see to it that individual members and the 
general public are fully informed of and educated 
in the objectives, policies and activities of the co
operative housing movement. The utilization of 
mass media such as radio, television, and the press, 
is one o f the methods o f doing this. This infor
mation should be given in such a form that it 
reaches the widest possible audience.

The Board members of different housing co
operatives constitute the second category o f persons 
that should receive information and education. 
The educational information and material pre
pared for these groups must be of a more quali
fied nature.

The members o f  governing bodies o f national 
organizations and the professionals constitute the 
thired group to be covered. Their information 
must be continuous so that they are completely 
familiar with all the problems with which the 
housing movement is confronted.

In expanding the possibilities for cooperative 
development it is necessary in practically all coun
tries that cordial relations are maintained with 
governments. The governments must be kept in
formed o f the policies, activities and problems of 
housing cooperatives. It is a task that can best be 
undertaken by the national organizations.

The other areas where national organizations 
should assist the primaries are in drawing up of 
model bye-laws and rules, obtaining finance by 
helping in negotiations and acting as an under
writer, giving technical advice on planning, const
ruction work, etc., in the administration and main
tenance of housing estates and in joint purchase 
of land, building materials etc.

9. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND
THE INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION
(ICHDA)

At the time when the seminar was having its 
deliberations in Malaysia, a Memorandum of un
derstanding between the United Nations and the 
International Cooperative Housing Development

Association (ICHDA) was signed in New York. 
Under this agreement, when requested by United 
Nations, ICHDA can provide expertise in the 
establishment and administration of housing enter
prises, conduct or participate in pre-feasibility 
studies, promote housing as an essential compo
nent o f an integrated economic plan and advise on 
the ovefall feasibility of low cost housing projects 
and programmes. The seminar congratulated 
the United Nations and ICHDA on signing this 
agreement.

10. RESOLUTION ON THE NEED FOR PILOT 
DEMONSTRATION PROGRAMMES

At the end of its deliberations, the seminar 
unanimously passed the following resolutions : 
“While welcoming the signing of the Memo
randum of understanding between the United 
Nations and ICHDA on 28th October, 1970, 
the seminar emphasized the urgent need for 
Pilot Demonstration Progammes, to promote 
the development of Cooperative Housing in 
South and East Asia. The seminarTecommends 
that the pilot demonstration programmes be 
carried out under the auspices of the ICA 
with assistance from ICHDA, U .N ., inter
national, regional and national organizations. 
Governments and national cooperative organi
zations in the following fields :

1. formation of Home Savings and Loan As
sociations to attract saving for housing pur
poses;

2. formation and/or strengthening o f national 
federations for housing cooperative societies 
to provide financial, technical and manage
rial assistance to primary societies;

3. to bring about world-wide cooperation with
in cooperative movements; and

4. to disseminate knowledge and experience by 
way of technical know-how within the 
Region.”

The Seminar further emphasized that the Govern
ments in the Region be urged to assist cooperative 
housing movements in the following directions;

“ L to give higher priority to the provision of 
housing through cooperatives including 
making available land and building 
materials;

2. to provide direct finance for promotion of 
■ cooperative housing societies and to guaran

tee debentures issued by the society or 
loans provided for the societies, from finan
cial institutions; and

3. to obtain international assistance for pro
moting the Cooperative Housing Move
ment, where required.”
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Regional News R oundup

A U S T R A L I A
1971 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

The 51st Annual Conference of the Cooperative 
Federation o f Western Australia has been planned 
for the 29th and 30th March, 1971. A special 
committee is organizing what promises to be an 
interesting and varied programme covering a wide 
aspect o f Cooperative activity.

COOPERATIVES IN AUSTRALIA

At a recent meeting of the Council of the Co
operative Federation o f Australia, statistics were 
presented indicating the strength of cooperative 
activity within Australia. It has been estimated 
that the- total cooperative strength, including 
producer, consumer, community cooperative credit 
unions, permanent and terminating building 
societies, totalled 6,410 with a membership of 
1,411,000.

STATE COOPERATIVE REGISTRARS MEET

The annual meeting of the State Registrars of 
Cooperatives was held in Canberra at the end of 
October, 1970. A vide range of subjects relating 
to coordination of cooperative activity was dis
cussed.

C E Y L O N

COOPERATIVE CONSUMER ACTIVITIES

At present the cooperatives in Ceylon are hand
ling the monopoly distribution of dry fish and 
Bombay Onions to wholesalers and retailers.

From January, 1971 the Cooperative Wholesale 
Establishment (CWE) will be the sole monopoly 
importers o f 17 food items and the distribution 
will be done through the Cooperative Movement.

BECHE-de-MER AND CONCH-SHELL 
FISHING

In addition to the ordinary fishing, Beche-de- 
mer and Conch-Shell (Chank) Fishing have be
come more and more popular among the fishermen 
of the Northern part of the Island as the coope
ratives are helping them to get a good price for 
their catch.

Both Beche-de-mer and Conch-Shell are not 
used for any purpose in Ceylon. Conch-Shell are 
used in Pakistan for making ornaments for ladies 
while a delicious food is turned out from Beche- 
de-mer in countries like Malaysia. Both these 
items are therefore the exchange earning items for 
the country.

Northern Province Fishermen’s Cooperative 
Societies Union Limited is helping the small co
operative societies to obtain fishing gears equip

ments for processing and also in exporting the 
produce.

There are at present 64 cooperative fishing 
societies aflSliated to this Union out o f which 20 
societies are engaged in Beche-de-mer fishing and 
five in Conch-Shell fishing. The annual export of 
these items through the Union amounts to over 
one milTTon rupees in each variety.

As a help to boost up the fishing industry, the 
Government has decided to supply a ton 
mechanised boat on loan to fishermen through the 
cooperatives.

COMMITTEE TO ENQUIRE INTO THE 
CREATION OF TRANSFERABLE SERVICE 
FOR COOP EMPLOYEES

The Hon’ble Minister o f External and Internal 
Trade, Mr. T. B. Illangaratne, has appointed a 
Committee to enquire and make recommendations 
for the creation o f a transferable service for co
operative employees.

The Committee is expected to enquire into and 
make recommendations on the following matters ;

1. the nature o f the transferable service to be 
established and its institutional set up;

2. the structure, composition and powers o f  
the authority responsible for recruitment, 
promotion, transfer and disciplinary control 
over cooperative employees;

3. Salary scales for different categories o f  
employees o f cooperative societies appro
priate to their responsibilities, having in 
view, the financial conditions and resources 
of the cooperative sector;

4. procedure relating to recruitment, promo
tion, disciplinary control and dismissal of 
cooperative employees;

5. terms and conditions of service o f coope
rative employees with special regard to 
hours of work, leave, payment o f overtime, 
bonus and other incentive, contributions to 
employees’ provident fund, maternity bene
fits etc.; and

6. the basis, terms and conditions on which 
cooperative employees may be called upon 
to furnish security.

The report of the Committee is expected to be 
submitted to the Hon’ble Minister soon.

NEW PRESIDENT OF CEYCOFED

Mr. L.M.V. de Silva was elected the President 
of the Cooperative Federation o f Ceylon at a 
special general meeting held on 21st September, 
1970. He is also the President o f the Cooperative 
Industries Union and a Director of the Cooperative 
Consumers Union.

BROADER MEMBERSHIP FOR CEYCOFED

The General Body of the Cooperative Federa
tion o f Ceylon approved the amendments to the
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bye-laws of the Federation providing tiie broader 
membership. Secondary Cooperative Unions will 
now be entitled to become members of the 
Federation.

I N D I A
YUVARAJ UDAYBKANSINHJl HONOURED

The President of the National Cooperative 
Union o f India, Yuvaraj Udaybhansinhji, has 
been honoured with the “Padma Shri” by the 
Government of India on the Indian Republic Day 
January 26, 1971.

NATIONAL SEMINAR ON COOPERATIVE 
LAW AND PROCEDURES

A National Seminar on Cooperative Law 
and Procedures was held at the Vaikunth Mehta 
National Institute o f Cooperative Management, 
Poona, from 11th to 16th January, 1971.

The Seminar was attended by representatives of 
15 States and Union Territories, including Secre
taries to Government, Registrars, Joint Registrars 
and other senior officers. Principles and Lecturers 
teaching cooperative law in cooperative training 
colleges and teachers from Universities connected 
with the topic were also invited to attend.

Mr. P. E. Weeraman, ICA Regional Director 
for South-East Asia, in a key-note address, con
sidered the subject of the Seminar, “Cooperative 
Law and Procedures” was being given its rightful 
place o f importance, which he opined is the crucial 
problem o f the hour for almost all the cooperative 
movements in Asia. He exhorted the Seminar to 
keep in mind, while discussing cooperative law, 
basic factors, such as, the reasons for state control, 
the extent to which there should be state control, 
the nature of the relationship that should exist 
between governments and cooperative movements 
and the relationship between public and coopera
tive enterprises. Mr. Weeraman also laid great 
stress on voluntary discipline and pointed out that 
the reform o f the law is the first step indicated in 
the withdrawal of the government from its present

position o f controller and manager to its proper 
role o f promoter, guider and protector.

Inaugurating the Seminar, Mr. Sinha, Director 
of the VMNICM pointed out that unlike in many 
other countries cooperative legislation had pro
vided the foundation for the organized efforts for 
the development o f cooperatives in this country. 
It has all along remained a major influencing 
factor in the horizontal and vertical growth of the 
cooperative movement as also responsible for 
quantitative as well as qualitative development of 
the movement.

Particular emphasis was laid by Mr. Sinha 
on the divergent views prevailing in ihe country 
over the role of cooperative legislation with 
reference to a growing demand for liberalisation 
of cooperative legislation and rules on the 
one hand and the official view that since the 
government is constituted of the representatives of  
the people and as Cooperation has been accepted 
as an instrument of planning and development of 
the country, the powers vested with the. govern
ment by the statute need not be interpreted merely 
as powers for regulation and control, but need to 
be looked as measures for further growth of co
operatives. Mr. Sinha also drew the attention of 
the seminar to the accustomed view’ of thinking 
that cooperative legislations have to be different 
in different states on the ground of diversity of 
conditions prevailing there, which ignores the 
common features of India as one nation and 
stressed on the need in bringing out unity in 
approach to cooperative legislation and help 
develop an integrated national cooperative move
ment which could ultimately prove to be a con
solidating factor for the prosperity o f a united, 
democratic Republic of India.

M r. P. E. W eeram an (left) being received by Mr. B. K . Sinha 
at the Institu te.

Professor M. D. Vidwans, a leading advocate 
in Cooperative Law presided over the inaugural 
function.
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HOUSING FINANCE SOCIETY MAKES 
PROGRESS IN MAHARASHTRA

The Annual General Meeting of the Maharashtra 
Cooperative Housing Finance Society considered 
the Annual Report o f the Society for the year 
1969-70. The meeting was held at Nagpur on 
December 20, 1970.

During the period under review the Society 
advanced Rs. 72,351,000 as compared to 
Rs. 57,027,000 in the previous year, an increase of
26.9 per cent. Out o f the total advances made 
during the year 41.29 per cent was made to the 
societies situated in areas out o f Bombay. The 
total amount of loans advanced till 30th June, 1970 
was Rs. 339,041,000.

The membership rose to 1,710 in 1969-70 from 
a mere 216 persons in 1960-61.

During the year under review the Society re
ceived 237 applications for loans for the building 
o f 6,597 tenements.

CREDIT SOCIETIES PROGRESS

According to the “Statistical Statements relating 
to the Cooperative Movement in India 1968-69” 
released recently by the Reserve Bank of India, 
there were 1,46,699 credit societies which were 
active out o f a total of 1,67,760 societies. Active 
societies covered 86 per cent villages and the 
dormant ones had seven per cent of the villages 
in their area of operation.

The cooperative movement in the country has 
undergone a surgical operation with primary 
agricultural credit societies coming down by 4,044 
to 1,67,760 during 1968-69.

NCDC HELPS COOPS. IN SOIL TESTING
The National Cooperative Development Cor

poration has formulated a programme to assist 
selected cooperative apex and district marketing 
societies in setting up 10 soil testing laboratories 
during the year.

The Scheme envisages financial assistance to 
cooperatives for establishment o f soil testing 
laboratories with capacity to test about 30,000 
soil samples per year per laboratory in selected 
areas in different States to advise farmers about 
fertilisers most suitable for their soils and thus to 
enable cooperative organizations to take active 
promotional measures and render better service in’ 
regard to distribution o f fertilisers.

COOPERATION MINISTERS’ CONFERENCE

A Conference o f State Ministers o f Cooperation 
was held in New Delhi on 23rd and 24th o f October, 
1970. Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, Minister of 
Food, Agriculture, Community Development and 
Cooperation, Government o f India, presided.

During its two-day session, the Conference 
generally reviewed the progress o f the Cooperative 
Movement in India and the policies and pro

grammes o f the Movement as envisaged in the 
Fourth Five-Year Plan.

About the role o f cooperatives in supporting 
the new agricultural strategy, the conference felt 
it was essential that cooperatives should be enabled 
to provide massive credit support to agricultural 
development programmes and for expanding infra
structural facilities for supply of inputs, proces
sing, storage and, marketing.

More than 550 processing units are to be set 
up during the Fourth Plan and the value of 
consumer articles to be distributed by cooperatives 
at the end' of the plan is expected to be of the 
order of Rs. 900 crores against the present level o f  
Rs. 475 crores.

The Conference endorsed measures o f progres
sive legislation suggested by the conference of 
Chief Ministers and State Ministers of Coopera
tion in 1968 to make the movement more broad- 
based. This included measures for the exclusion of 
moneylenders from becoming members o f coope
ratives for weaker sections, restriction on holding 
office simultaneously in a number o f institutions, 
regulation o f loans to office-bearer.'; and regular 
selection by an independent authority.

There were, however, two views regarding 
restriction on the term o f office o f office-bearers.

Some participating Ministers thought that a 
longer term of office would facilitate building up 
of effective and experienced leadership for the 
movement, and in any case, such a restriction 
should apply only to office-bearers. Another view 
was that in the interest of inducting new leader
ship and fresh approach to development, limitation 
on terms of office of office-bearers was necessary. 
Nominations by the government should generally 
be avoided and where this was necessary or ex
pedient, such power should be exercised with 
caution.
GUJARAT COOPERATIVE BANK ANNUAL 
MEETING

The 11th Annual General Meeting of the 
Gujarat State Cooperative Bank was held on 
December 7, 1970. Presenting the annual report of  
the Bank, Mr. M. R. Patel, Chairman, said that 
the Cooperative Movement in Gujarat has pro
gressed well. In some of the parts in India, the 
Chairman said, the State Governments have set 
aside the basic principles of democracy and issued 
orders as well as amended the Cooperative Act 
and Rules keeping in view the political and per
sonal considerations. This has affected the move
ment adversely.

COOPERATIVE SCOOTERS FROM KERALA

A cooperative society by engineers has received 
a loan o f Rs. 3 lakhs from the Kerala State 
Government to manufacture scooters. A loan of  
Rs. 1.70 lakhs has also been made available by the 
Maharaja of Travancore to the Society for the 
purpose. A sum of Rs. 2.47 lakhs has already been 
raised by the Society from among its members.
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According to the secretary o f the Society the 
project envisaged an investment of Rs. 31 lakhs and 
the unit will produce 10 scooters a day. It would 
provide direct employment to 166 technicians.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE REGISTRARS

The Annual Meeting o f the Registrars o f Co
operative Societies in India was held in New Delhi 
on September 18, 1970. The meeting was attended 
by the Registrars o f Cooperative Societies in the 
country, representatives of the Reserve Bank of 
India, Agricultural Refinance Corporation etc.

Inaugurating the meeting the Minister o f State 
for Food, Agriculture, Community Development 
and Cooperation, Government of India, Mr. A.P. 
Shinde, said that the linking of cooperative credit 
with marketing and processing of agricultural 
produce through the establishment of a network of 
agro-based processing units all over the country 
was an urgent necessity in the context of the envi
saged increasf; in the agricultural production in the 
coming years.
SINHA HEADS POONA INSTITUTE

Mr. B.K. Sinha, Member-Secretary of the 
Committee for Cooperative Training of (he Nation
al Cooperative Union of India has been appointed 
Director o f the Vaikunth Mehta National Institute 
of Cooperative Management, Poona. Mr. Sinha 
succeeds Mr. P.R. Dubhashi, IAS, the former 
Director.
COOPERATORS URGED TO WORK TO END 
UNEMPLOYEMENT

Mr. Hitendra Desai, Chief Minister of Gujarat, 
addressing the fourth Gujarat State Cooperative 
Conference held in December, 1970 at Nadiad, 
Gujarat (India) called upon cooperators to con
centrate more on measures to solve the unemploy
ment problem in the educated and the rural 
sectors.

Gujarat, Mr. Desai stated, had adopted the 
democratic cooperative method to solve economic 
problems and it had achieved spectacular success 
without any Government efforts.

However, he cautioned the cooperators against 
the evil of falling standards of public life which 
might also corrode the progress made in the co
operative sector unless constant vigil was not 
kept.

Mr. P. E. Weeraman, ICA Regional Director 
for South-East Asia, attended the Confer-ence from 
the ICA Regional Ofiice. Speaking at the Con
ference, Mr. Weeraman said that Gujarat had set 
up an example to the entire world by establishing 
a model dairy, the Amul, at Anand.

I R A N
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES TO WORK 
WITH RURAL COOPERATIVES

160 high school graduates were selected from 
rural regions to participate in a nine-month coope

rative training course so that they may be appoint
ed as supervisors of rural cooperative societies 
after completing the prescribed course.

The Central Organization for Rural Coope
ratives o f Iran has also arranged a four-month 
course for training 43 supervisors of rural coope
ratives. The idea was to acquaint the supervisors 
with the cooperative principles and practices.

Similarly the Organization held eight courses 
for 288 managers o f rural cooperative societies to 
acquaint them with the various techniques of 
operation o f cooperative societies. The courses 
which were of eight to twenty-one days’ duration 
also included the principles and practices of coope
ration and the latest trends in the cooperative 
movement.

J A P A N

12TH NATIONAL CONGRESS OF 
AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVES

The Twelfth National Congress o f the Agricul
tural Cooperatives of .lapan was held in Tokyo 
from October 27 for three days and was attended 
by 1,850 representatives o f Unit Cooperatives all 
over the country. The Congress, which is held 
every three years, is the highest decision-making 
organization.

Plenary sessions were held on 27th and 29th 
October and the 28th was devoted to group discus
sions.

At the plenary session, the keynote report was 
presented. The presentation of the report was 
followed by a discussion on “Cooperative Basic 
Policy on Living” and “Three-year Comprehen
sive Plan” . Active discussions were carried on 
among the representatives who spoke for the Co
operatives o f their own districts.

The Congress outlined guidelines for the future 
development of the Japanese Agricultural Coope
rative Movement.
THIRD GREATEST BUMPER CROP IN 
HISTORY

In spite of the success of rice production 
control, the rice crop o f the fiscal year 1970 is 
predicted to be phenomenally great.

According to the latest prediction by the Agri- 
'culture and Forestry Ministry, production 
index o f acquatic rice is 104, its predicted harvest,
12.689.000 tons, and the predicted harvest of  
upland rice 166,000 tons, making the total harvest 
o f 12,850,000 tons. This will be the third largest 
harvest after 1967 and 1968.

The results o f production control, however, are 
apparent in the decrease of production area to
2.836.000 hectare for the acquatic rice, which is
337.000 hectare less than the year before, and to 
87,400 hectares for the upland rice, representing 
a decrease o f 13,900 hectares.
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Stockpile Increased

One million ton reduction of rice crop under
taken by the cooperatives showed the successful 
achievement of 139%. The 0.5 million reduction 
by land-purchase to be achieved under Govern
ment responsibility, however, did not work out as 
well. The harvest this year is predicted to be
12,850,000 tons, which would result in the stock
pile.

AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY PROSPER

The trend for the establishment of industries 
in agricultural village areas, occasioned by the 
enforcement or rice-reduction and rice-field diver
sion policies, has been becoming increasingly 
apparent. The industries wanting to increase 
production, were unable to find appropriate factory 
sites. Agricultural households, on the other hand, 
were willing to offer their land, provided if it is 
properly utilised and also wanted to increase their 
income by offering the new surplus labour, caused 
by rice production reduction. Thus, a situation 
arose where the respective requirements o f the 
two groups of people, suited each other, hand 
glove.

Under such circumstances, a conference on Co
prosperity between Agriculture and Industry 
comprising both agricultural and industrial organi
zation leaders was organized under the joint aus
pices of the Agricultural and Forestry Ministry 
and the Ministry of Trade and Industries. The 
meeting served well its objectives o f bringing about 
a better understanding of the problems faced by 
two groups and of finding the ways of cooperating 
with each other for their solutions. Following 
this conference, local conferences of agricultural 
and industrial organization leaders were held 
through the cooperation of local offices of the 
Ministries concerned.

FIRM POLICY FOR FEED SELF-SUPPLY 
REQUIRED

The Central Union “ZENCHU” , on Septem
ber 4,1970, requested the Ministry o f Agriculture 
and Forestry to establish a basic policy for demand 
supply of feed grains.

This request was made, because the United 
States, which had been the main import source, 
can no longer be depended as a long-range steady 
supply source due to decrease in their exports 
occasioned by the domestic demand increase, as 
well as to the rise and unstability of price due to 
poor crop and various other accidents. This situa
tion is causing a trend for the raising o f mixed 
feed in the domestic market. The Central Union, 
therefore, requested the Government for the esta
blishment o f a policy encompassing the following 
points :

(1) Increasing the self-supply rated o f feed- 
grains, (2) Development and import o f maize and

milo, and (3) Controlled storage o f feed grains by 
the Government.

JAPANESE ASSIST IN REHABILITATION 
COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT IN EAST 
PAKISTAN

OF

In expressing fellow feeling, the Central Union 
of Agricultural Cooperatives of Japan and the 
Japanese Consumers Cooperative Union have 
contributed handsome donations to the East Pakis
tan Cooperative Union for the rehabilitation of 
their Movement after the recent cyclone disaster. 
The Central Union contributed 1,000,000 yen 
(lU S $=360 yens) while the Consumers Coope
rative Union contributed 1,333,345 yen.

N E P A L

REGISTRAR OF COOPERATIVES PROMOTED

Mr. Narayan Bikram Shah, until recently the 
Registrar of Cooperative Department, has been 
promoted to the post of Joint Secretary in the 
Ministry of Land Reforms of His Majesty’s 
Government o f Nepal.

INCREASED APPLICATION OF AGRICUL
TURAL INPUTS

In order to further develop agriculture in Nepal, 
agricultural inputs worth two million rupees has 
been distributed to farmers through 72 model 
cooperatives throughout the country.

P H I L I P P I N E S

CAO MARKS 20TH ANNIVERSARY 
DEC. 1, 1970

The Cooperative Administration Office (CAO) 
completed 20 years o f work on 1st December, 1970. 
The CAO is the administrative office of govern
ment for non-agricultural cooperatives.

The CAO was created in 1950.

COOPERATIVES FOR IMPORT 
DISTRIBUTION OF BASIC GOODS

President Fernando Marcos expressed his pre
ference in the importation by cooperatives o f  
essential commodities. The Chief Executive 
pointed out that cooperatives are exempt from 
paying tariff duties and taxes in the importation of 
prime commodities. He said that more consumer 
cooperatives should be organised to handle the

commodities and stressed 
willing to help consumer 
and in the allocation of

distribution of primary 
that the government is 
cooperatives financially 
Dollars.
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P A K I S T A N
AGRICULTURAL BREAK-THROUGH IN 
CHITTAGONG

Rice Production nearly Doubled

With the increasing tempo of the “ Grow More 
Food” in the province, and the introduction of the 
high yielding varieties o f paddy, combined with 
formation o f Thana Central Cooperative Associa
tions (on Comilla patternj Chittagong District 
has registered spectacular increase in rice produc
tion.

In the last five years, 1965-70, rice production 
in the district has nearly doubled itself. From 
3.84 lakh tons in 1965-66, it has gone upto 6.72 
lakh tons in 1969-70.

Food deficit wiped out

As a result, the district is now almost self- 
sufficient in its reqirement o f  rice. In 1965-66, it 
had a deficit of 2,14,000 tons. This deficit has 
now been reduced to a mere 27,000 tons.

In fact 10 Thanas, covering nearly 60 per cent 
of the district, which are being served by Thana 
Central Cooperative Associations, have piled up 
a surplus of 17,000 tons in 1969-70.

COOPS TO SAVE FORESTS IN EAST 
PAKISTAN

The Conservator of Forests of East Pakistan 
has proposed that cooperative societies should be 
formed to protect and grow more forests which 
were fast disappearing in the Chittagong area due 
to scarcity o f water and haphazard cutting o f trees 
by the people.

Mr. M.R. Chaudhury, CoDservator o f Forests, 
East Pakistan, said that if Cooperatives were for
med it would be possible to associate the local popu
lation in the proper utilization o f  water resources 
for growing trees and also to protect the forest 
wealth from being wasted and stolen. The forest 
department, it is reported, was prepared to extend 
all possible help to promote cooperative societies 
for forest protection and agricultural development.

COOPERATIVE EDUCATION IN 
EAST PAKISTAN

Cooperative education activities are conducted 
in East Pc/kistan by 45 Cooperative Peripatetic 
Units working throughout the province under the 
guidance o f the District Cooperative Unions. 
During July-August, 1970, they have conducted 
292 training courses in which 5,701 participants 
have attended. Durmg the same period,-they have 
also organised 209 study circles.

NUMBER OF COOPERATIVES IN WEST 
PAKISTAN

The total number of all types of cooperative 
societies in West Pakistan stood at 29,085 at the 
end of April, 1970. These societies have a member
ship of 16,88,325 with a working capital of 
Rs. 12,006.701akh and share capital o f Rs. 1,369.34 
lakh.

Loans amounting to Rs. 96.57 lakh were advan
ced to their members by these societies during the 
month whereas loans recovered during that period 
amounted to Rs. 134.47 lakh.

The service cooperative societies responsible for 
the distribution of chemical fertilizer and good 
quality seed, which are 2,494 in number, purchased 
71,987 bags o f fertilizers and sold 66,703 bags to 
their members during the period under report.

CO OPERATOR HONOURED

Mr. Z.R. Kitchlew, General Manager of the 
Cooperative Insurance Society of Pakistan has 
been appointed by the Government o f Pakistan, 
Ministry o f Commerce, as a Member o f the 
Advisory Board o f the Controller o f Insurance.

Mr. Kitchlew has a rich background jn the 
insurance business which dates back to 1951. He 
worked as Superintendent of Cooperative Insu
rance Society of Pakistan in 1957, and was promo
ted as Assistant Manager in 1962. He was eleva
ted to the position o f General Manager o f the 
Society in 1969.

‘ ‘First of all, the philosophy of self-help which underlines the cooperative 
movement helps to ensure that aid from abroad is , in fact, temporary. External 
aid will succeed only to the extent that it generates initiatives at the local 
level. Its effectiveness can be enormously enhanced by the emphasis omroirbinuous 
education which is a characteristic feature of the cooperative movement.
Secondly, it has been the experience in several developing countries that 
national economic planning has not made the impact expected of it, basically for 
the reason that the large masses of people have not felt involved in this process. 
Cooperatives, as people’s own organizations, help to canalise the energies of 
large masses of people in plans for social and economic development. For these 
two-reasons alone, we believe that assistance towards the development of 
cooperatives is essential.’’

Dr. S. K. Saxena, Director, ICA London 
Address to the U.N. Economic and Social Council May, 18, 1970

20 ICA REGIONAL BULLETIN



Tenth Anniversary of ICA 
Regional Office & Education 
Centre for S-E Asia

The 10th Anniversary celebrations of the ICA 
Regional Office and Education Centre for South- 
East Asia will be held on the 17th February, 1971 
at 6.00 p.m. at the premises of the Regional Office 
at 43 Friends Colony, New Delhi.

The programme o f the celebrations will be as 
follows :

Welcome

Greetings

Unveiling of the 
Portrait of the late 
Prof. D.G. Karve

Eulogy on 
Prof. Karve

Presentation of 
Karve
Commemoration
Volume

Address

Regional Office & Education Centre for South- 
East Asia, Mr. P. E. Weeraman, ICA Regional 
Director, distributed copies o f Mr. W. P. Watkins’ 
book “The International Cooperative Alliance 
1895-1970” published by the ICA, among the staff 
members. Mr. W'eeraman briefly traced the history 
of the Alliance and the Regional Office and said 
that the year 1970 had been of special significance 
to the Alliance. The Alliance has completed its 
75 years of existence and its Regional Office for 
South-East Asia has successfully worked for 10 
years. He recalled that it was 10 years ago on 
November 14, 1960, that the ICA Regional Office 
& Education Centre for South-East Asia was 
formally inaugurated by the late Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru, in the presence of Dr. 
Mauritz Bonow, ICA President and a large number 
of distinguished Cooperators who were in 
New Delhi in connection with the Cooperative 
Leadership Seminar which was the first educational 
activity of the Regional Office & Education Centre.

by Dr. S.K. Saxena, Director, 
International Cooperative 
Alliance, London.

by Mr. Brahm Perkash, on 
behalf of the National Coope
rative Union o f India.

by Mr. N.A. Kularajah, PJK., 
AMN., of Malaysia on behalf 
o f the Advisory Councillors.

by Mr. H. Yanagida of Japan 
on behalf o f the Agricultural 
Sub-Committee Members.

by Dr. Mauritz Bonow, 
President, International Co
operative Alliance.

by Dr. D.R. Gadgil, Deputy 
Chairman, Planning Commis
sion, India.

by Mr. P. E. Weeraman, 
ICA Regional Director for 
South-East Asia

by Dr. Mauritz Bonow.
M r J. M. Rana receiving the book from  the 

Regional D irec to r

Chairman’s
Remarks

Vote of thanks 

7.00 p.m.

Mr. B. Venkatappiah, Chair
man, ICA Advisory Council 
for South-East Asia.

by Mr. P.E. Weeraman 

Reception.

R eg ion a l O ffice F ou n dation  D ay

At a special function held on 19th November, 
1970 to celeberate the 10th Anniversary of the ICA

During the last 10 years, relationship between 
the Alliance and the Cooperative Movements in 
the Region has grown closer. Mr. Weeraman 
said that the Regional Office has received fullest 
cooperation from the cooperative movements in 
its work and expressed the gratitude and thanks 
to the movements on behalf o f the ICA and the 
members of the staff o f the Regional Office & 
Education Centre.

In conclusion Mr. Weeraman said that the 
staff o f  the Regional Office should rededicate

ICA REGIONAL BULLETIN 21



themselves to the cause o f Cooperation on this 
auspicious day when we are celebrating the comp
letion of 10 years of a successful work.

M rs M argaret D 'C raz cutting the cake.

Mrs. Margaret D ’ Cruz, one of the employees, 
working with the ICA Regional Office & Edu
cation Centre since its inception cut the ceremonial 
cake which was specially prepared for the occasion.

Cooperative Development 
Decade:
Wider coverage of Cooperative News

The Director o f the International Cooperative 
Alliance, London, has in a letter to all member- 
organizations o f the ICA, requested the affiliates 
to send items of news relating to their cooperative 
organization for inclusion in the Cooperative News 
Service, published every month from ICA London. 
The letter sent out from ICA London is reproduced 
hereunder for the benefit of our readers :

“Following the decision of the ICA Central 
Committee taken at its meeting held in London in 
October 1970, to designate the next 10 year as the 
Cooperative Development Decade, the ICA is 
anxious to interest a much wider circle of people 
in the role cooperatives can play in the social and 
economic development o f developing countries.

“ In this connection we should like to enlist 
your help in bringing the Cooperative Develop
ment Decade and the work of the ICA to the

attention of a much wider readership and for this 
purpose the ICA will, in future, supply your or
ganization with ONE free copy of our monthly 
publication, the ICA Cooperative News Service.

“The attached copy of the CNS contains 
summaries o f the Central Committee and other 
meetings of the auxiliary committees recently held 
in London. A report of the 2nd International 
Conference on Cooperative Thrift and Credit held 
in Paris in September is also included in this issue.

“May I also say that I should be pleased to 
receive items of news relating to your organization 
for publication in the CNS. Please address such 
communication to the ICA Cooperative News 
Service. International Cooperative Alliance. 11 
Upper Grosvenor Street, London WIX 9PA.”

JOINT COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED FOR 
PROMOTION OF AGRICU LTURAL 
COOPERATIVES

Two United Nations Agencies and three non
governmental international organizations have 
signed an agreement to promote agricultural co
operatives in developing countries. A joint 
committee has been established, the secretariat of 
w'hich is currently located with FAO in Rome.

This Committee will be known as CoPAC, and 
is an extension of what was formerly known as the 
Joint FAO/ILO/IFAP/IFPAAW Programme.

Under the agreement the FAO and the ILO will 
pool information and resources with the Inter
national Cooperative Alliance, the International 
Federation of Agricultural Producers and the 
International Federation of Plantation, Agricultural 
and Allied Workers.

The aim o f CoPAC is to provide a liaison bet
ween the many organizations actively concerned 
with the promotion of agricultural cooperatives 
and similar rural associations. It will help to 
identify and prepare suitable schemes and projects 
for development aid in this field.

JOINT ICA-IEAP STUDY SESSION ON 
AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVE EDUCATION

The first Joint Study Session of ICA’s Agri
cultural Committee and IFAP’s Standing Com
mittee on Agricultural Cooperation was attended 
by 45 participants from 15 countries, and by FAO, 
i LO and OECD observers, in Malmo, Sweden, on 
25th and 26th July 1970. Dr. L. Malfettani and 
Mr. O. R. Sandberg, Chairmen respectively of the 
ICA and IFAP Committees, were co-Chairmen of 
the Session. The Session was held prior to the 
FAO/UNESCO/ILO World Conference on Agri
cultural Education and Training.

Agreement was reached among the participants 
to present the following main conclusions to the 
Copenhagen Conference ; *
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Commission I : Higher Education in Agriculture
To achieve good results, managers of coopera

tive organizations should be taken from university 
graduates with an agricultural background having 
studied agricultural economics, farm guidance, 
agro-business. University courses should, therefore, 
emphasise that there is a cooperative sector in the 
agricullural economy and give students adequate 
knowledge of its major characteristics.

Cooperatives should be represented 
planning body for national education.

in the

Commission II : Intermediate Agricultural Edu
cation and Training : Extension workers must, as 
an integral part of their training, be made aware 
of the fact that cooperative societies are composed 
of, and administered by, farmers. They are not 
therefore, in competition with any governmental 
services. As a matter of fact, extension officers 
will find that the staff and personnel of coopera
tive societies are the best instruments for the dis
semination o f knowledge and the implementation 
of policies.

Commission III ; Vocational Training for Farm
ing and Related Rural Occupations : As an
example of agricultural extension work and co
operative involvement in that work, the attention 
of the Conference should be drawn to the back
ground material prepared by the ICA, with special 
reference to the papers from Japan and the Re
public of Korea.

Under vocational training falls everything that 
is related directly or indirectly to agricultural pro
duction. As cooperatives offer most of these ser
vices, cooperation should also be a subject of 
vocational training as well as their services.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF 
COOPERATIVE EDUCATION LEADDERS

The Director, Education, Mr. J. M. Rana, of 
the ICA Regional Office & Education Centre for 
South-East Asia, attended the above Conference 
held under the joint auspices of the International 
Cooperative Alliance and UNESCO in Switzerland. 
The Conference discussed the training needs of  
Cooperative Movements in the developing count
ries and the facilities being afforded by the inter
national training centres and various questions 
connected therewith such as the selection of parti
cipants, orientation o f teachers, exchange of 
literature and member education in developing 
countries.

The Director, Education, presented the edu
cational activities of the RO & EC for South-East 
Asia and chaired one group session dealing with 
member education in the developing countries.

The Conference recommended that the Alliance 
should coordinate the activities o f the various 
international cooperative training centres by 
establishing a Working Party whose meetings 
could preferably be held at the same time as the

ICA Congress. The ICA was also requested to 
compile a Register of Research on Cooperatives.

DONATION OF BOOKS

The International Cooperative Alliance has 
recently requested member-organizations to donate 
books which might be useful to cooperative 
libraries in Tanzania and Ghana. The Coopera
tive Union, UK, the Cooperative League o f the 
USA, Hevrat Ovdim, Israel, Centrosoyus, USSR, 
the Central Cooperative Council, Czechoslovakia, 
and NKL, Norway, have sent a selection of suit
able books as gifts to the libraries concerned.

BERT ORAM JOINS ALLIANCE

Mr. Bert Oram, M. P., has taken up a part- 
time appointment with the International Coopera
tive Alliance headquarters as Coordinator of 
Development Programme. His duties relate 
particularly to the decision by the Alliance to 
designate the seventies as the Cooperative Deve
lopment Decade.

From 1964 to 1969, Mr. Oram was Parlia
mentary Secretary at the Ministry o f Overseas 
Development. He is also active in various capa
cities within the British Cooperative Movement.

SEMINAR ON TRADE UNIONS AND 
COOPERATIVES

A seminar on Trade Unions and Cooperatives 
for the Asian Region was organised by the ILO 
in collaboration with the Government of the Re
public of Singapore from the 19th to 31st October, 
1970. Mr J. M. Rana, Director (Education) gave 
a talk at the above seminar on the subject of  
“ Aims and Principles of Cooperatives and their 
Application in Different Asian Countries” .

Mr. J. M. Rana addressing the Seminar.

-Mr G. S. Dass, formerly Assistant Commission
er of Cooperative Development, Government of 
Malaysia, and now General Manager of the 
Central Cooperative Bank, Malaysia, gave a talk 
on the subject of Cooperative Housing at the 
seminar.
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FIRST ASIAN CONFERENCE ON 
AGRICULTURAL CREDIT & COOPERATIVES

The First Asian Conference on Agricultural 
Credit and Cooperatives held in Manila, Philippines, 
from December 1 to 10, 1970 was of the unanimous 
view that multipurpose cooperatives “are the 
appropriate agencies for serving the farmers” . 
The Conference recommended that “ The long- 
range policy should be to institutionalize agri
cultural credit, and allied services of supply of  
inputs, marketing and processing and extension 
services to replace the traditional exploitive non- 
institutional agencies. Cooperatives which are 
voluntary democratic institutions committed to 
social justice, are the appropriate agencies for 
serving the farmers. The multi-purpose village 
cooperatives linking supply of credit and inputs 
with processing and marketing facilities are the 
most suitable for retailing credit and other ser
vices. However, in areas where the cooperatives 
are weak and undeveloped, special efforts should 
be taken to provide alternative institutional 
resources as an interim measure. A national level 
coordination agency should be set up to plan for 
the overall strategy for agricultural development, 
coordinate the programmes o f various credit 
agencies.”

The Conference also made a number of other far- 
reaching recommendations and adopted a number 
o f resolutions. One of the resolutions expressed 
the need for establishing a bank for cooperatives 
to serve the cooperative movement in Asia.

The Conference was inaugurated by Mr. 
Ferdinand E. Marcos, President o f the Philippines. 
Delegates from 13 countries attededthe Conference. 
Observers from international organizations in
cluding the FAO, ILO, UNESCO, UNDP and ICA 
also attended the Conference.

The International Cooperative Alliance was 
represented by Mr. Lionel Gunawardana, Specialist 
in Cooperative Credit o f the ICA Regional Office & 
Education Centre for South-East Asia.

THEDIN, UNICEF CHIEF

Mr. Nils Thedin, Head o f the Information 
Section of Kooperativa Forbundet—the Swedish 
Cooperative Union and Wholesale Society—and 
member o f the ICA Central Committee, has been 
made Chairman o f UNICEF for the next two 
years. Mr. Thedin has been a Swedish delegate 
to UNICEF for the past ten years.

CONSUMER SPECIALIST VISITS JAPAN

Mr. Ragnar Arvidsson, Specialist in Consumer 
Cooperation, ICA Regional Office & Education 
Centre, conducted a study of consumer coopera
tive societies in Japan during November-December 
1970. During his study, he visited a number of 
cooperative societies including the Nada-Kobe 
Consumer Cooperative Society, Izumu Multi
purpose Society and the Consumer Department of 
ZENKOREN.

W e l c o m e  .  .  .

■Vew 
Cooperative 
Journals

“ ICA AFRICA NEWS”

The Regional Office for East and Central Africa 
o f the International Cooperative Alliance, Moshij 
Tanzania, has published, its first information 
letter called the. “ ICA AFRICA NEWS” beginning 
November 1970. The ICA Office -for East and 
Central Africa was established in 1968 to assist the 
Cooperative Movements of Kenya, Tanzania and 
Uganda. Recently, Zambia has also been brought 
within the jurisdiction of this Office.

We welcome the “ ICA AFRICA” NEWS and 
wish it all the best in the years to come.

“SCC NEWS”

The Swedish Cooperative Centre has, started 
a quarterly news publication entitled “ SCC 
NEWS” .

The “ SCC NEW S” is aimed at providing infor
mation on the activities o f the SCC and the 
Swedish Cooperative Movement, and serving as a 
link “ between Sweden, Swedes working in develop
ing countries, seminar participants from these 
countries and also other organizations with which 
the SCC is collaborating.”

We wish the “ SCC NEW S” good luck. 

“NAFED MARKETING REVIEW”

With effect from January, 1971, the National 
Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation 
Ltd., of India, has started the publication o f their 
quarterly journal entitled “NAFED Marketing 
Review” . The ICA Regional Bulletin welcomes 
the new journal and wishes it a bright future.

— E d i t o r
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ICA Executive Meets in 
Delhi

The ICA Executive Committee and the Coop
erative Development Committee will be holding 
their meetings in New Delhi on 23rd & 24th 
February and 22nd February respectively.

The meetings of the Advisory Council of the 
Regional Office & Education Centre and o f the 
Agriculture Sub-Committee for South-East Asia 
will be held in New Delhi on 17th & 18th February 
and 15th & 16th February respectively.

T op L evel C oop era tive  L eaders  
C onference P ostp on ed

The ICA Regional Office & Education Centre 
has postponed the Top Level Cooperative Leaders’ 
Conference which was scheduled to be held in 
February, 1971 for 1972. This decision has been 
necessitated by the circumstances that a mid-term 
General Election to the Lower House of the Indian 
Parliament has beed fixed for the begining o f  
March 1971.

FIELD PROJECT ON COOPERATIVE 
EDUCATION LAUNCHED

A Field Project on Cooperative Education has 
been launched by the Regional Office & Education 
Centre in a selected area near Indore, Madhya 
Pradesh, India, in collaboration with the National 
Cooperative Union o f India (NCUI). The Project 
was conceived with a view to devoting more 
attention to the training of employed personnel 
and educating members at the grass-root levels, 
as it is o f  primary importance to the progressive 
growth o f the cooperative movement.

The overall objective of the project is to con
tribute to the development of primary cooperative 
societies in the area and thus, through the training 
process, bring about improvements in the social 
and economic situation of the members. The 
specific aims of the project are as follows :

(i) To carry out education programmes for 
the employees, board members and ordinary 
members of the selected primary societies 
as a part o f the current and projected 
development programmes.

(ii) To carry out educational activities for the 
supervisory and extension personnel of 
secondary cooperative organisations (such 
as cooperative banks and marketing 
societies) and employees of cooperative 
department, (such as inspectors and super
visors) who come in direct contact with the 
primary societies.

M r. V. N. Pandya

(iii) To experiment with and demonstrate 
successful educational approaches and 
techniques and to produce educational 
material such as manuals and audio-visual 
aids for use in the project. Experiences 
gained from the project in this regard 
could then be multiplied elsewhere.

The National Co
operative Union of 
India (NCUI) has kindly 
made available for three 
years the services o f Mr.
V. N. Pandya, Deputy 
Director in the NCUI.
Mr. Pandya has been 
trained in Member Edu
cation under the ICA 
Fellowship Programme 
in 1965-66. Mr. Pandya 
holds a B. A. degree in 
Economics from the 
University of Gujarat,
India, and Higher Dip
loma in Cooperation 
from the Cooperative 
Training College, Poona.
Mr. Pandya has, experi
ence of cooperative 
work o f about 20 years.
He started his coope
rative career in 1950 as a Cooperative Education 
Instructor and has served the Movement in diffe
rent capacities, such as the Publicity Officer of 
the Gujarat State Cooperative Union and Zonal 
Education Officer o f the NCUI before he become a 
Deputy Director in the NCUI in June 1968.

Mr. Pandya will work in the ICA Field Project 
as a Field Officer.

BHOR EDUCATION PROJECT IN INDIA

As a follow-up to the ICA Fellowship Pro
gramme, assistance was given to the Maharashtra 
State Cooperative Union for initiating its education 
project in Poona area in conjunction with the 
Bhor Dairy Project. In the last week o f December 
1970, Mr. P. E. Weeraman, Regional Director, 
Mr. J. M. Rana, Director (Education), Mr. M. V. 
Madane, Joint Director (TA & T) and Dr. 
Dharm Vir, Joint Director (Education) participated 
in the meeting o f the implementation committee 
held at Poona. They also visited several local 
institutions concerned with the Bhor Dairy 
Project.

Mr. Rana, Director (Education) inaugurated 
on 30th December, 1970, the first Shibir (Camp) 
organized at a village near Poona for the educa
tion o f local cooperative leaders concerned with 
dairy business.

It may be noted that the Member Education 
Scheme prepared by Mr. Y. D. Deshpande, the 
former ICA Fellow and Assistant Chief Executive
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Officer, Maharashtra State Cooperative Union, has 
been approved by the Government of Maharashtra 
for implementation in and around Poona. The 
Government has sanctioned Rs. 22,000 for its 
implementation. The main aim of the scheme is

M r. W eeram an and Dr- Vir at a W opien’s C ooperative.
M r. D eshpande is in the centre.

to educate the members, office-bearers and coope
rative leaders of the local cooperative societies so 
that they may develop milk business and help in 
supporting the Bhor Dairy Project.

COOPERATIVE EDUCATION  
ASSIGNMENT IN MALAYSIA, 1970

The assignment was completed in December, 
1970, according to schedule. In December 1970, 
the Joint Director (Education) visited Malaysia for 
the third time and participated in the following 
activities in the field of Cooperative Education :

1. National Seminar for Committee Members 
held at the Cooperative College of Malaya, 
Petaling Jaya, from 7-12 December, 1970. 75 
Committee Members o f Cooperative 
Societies and other cooperative leaders 
participated in the seminar.

2. National Seminar for Internal Auditors 
held at the Cooperative College o f Malaysia 
from 14-19 December, 1970. 35 Internal 
Auditors of Cooperative Societies and 
cooperative leaders participated in the 
seminar.

3. Meeting o f the Education Committee of 
the Cooperative Union of Malaysia held on 
12th December, 1970 at the office of MCIS 
Kuala Lumpur. The meeting reviewed the 
cooperative education work done during 
the year 1970 i.e.. International Education 
Year and plans were made for cooperative 
education programmes for the forthcoming 
year.

Dr. Vir had discussions with the President of 
CUM, Principal o f Cooperative College of 
Malaysia, Director-General of Cooperatives and 
other prominent cooperators about the further 
possibility of developing cooperative education in 
Malavsia.

ASSIGNMENT IN COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 
IN SINGAPORE

At the request o f the Singapore Cooperative 
Union Ltd., the Joint Director (Education) paid a 
brief visit to Singapore in December 1970 and 
discussed with the cooperative leaders the possi
bility of developing cooperative education pro
gramme in Singapore, with the assistance of the 
ICA.

It was proposed to initiate the educational 
programmes first in selected cooperative societies 
and then to organize a national level seminar on 
cooperative education towards the end of 1971.

ICA TEACHERS’ EXCHANGE PROGRAMME 
1970

Under the Programme, Mr. Robert Waite, 
Training Organizer, Cooperative Federation of 
Western Australia, visited cooperative institutions 
in India and Malaysia in November-December 
1970 for a period of six weeks. In India Mr. Waite 
worked for some time with All India Cooperative 
Instructors’ Training Centre at New Delhi and 
prepared three background papers on Cooperative 
Movement in Australia.

He accompanied Dr. Dharm Vir, Joint Director 
(Education) to Malaysia and assisted him in con
ducting two national level seminars organised by 
the Cooperative Union of Malaysia at the Malaysia 
Cooperative College. On his way back to Australia 
Mr. Waite visited Singapore and met cooperative 
leaders in that country.

The following candidates has been selected for 
the above programme for the year 1970-71 :

1. Mr. Hwan Kyou Lee, Senior Lecturer, 
NACF, Seoul, Republic of Korea.

2. Mr. Shamsul Alam Safdar, Principal,
East Pakistan Cooperative College,
Comilla, East Pakistan.

They will be visiting cooperative education 
institutions outside their own countries for a period 
of 4-6 weeks. The programme is to be imple
mented before the end o f June, 1971.

ICA FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMME 1970-71
The subject selected for the Programme 1970-71 

is “Cooperative Education” . The following three 
cooperators have been selected for the Programme.

1. Mr. John G. Stephens, Teacher 
Government English School, Rembau,
Negri Sembilan, Malaysia.

2. Mr. Ram Raja Prasad
District Cooperative Office, Bharatpur, 
Chitwan, Nepal.

3. Mr. Sa-ang Sentong
Second Grade Officer and Chief of 
Surin Land Cooperative Union 
Surin Province, Thailand.

The Programme will mainly be held in India 
for a period o f 3 months from 17th January to 16th 
April, 1971.
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Techni cal Assistance & Coop Trade

STUDY OF AGRfCULTURAL COOPERATIVE 
MARKETING PROJECTS IN THE REGION

The survey team for identifying the areas for 
development of agricultural cooperative marketing 
projects in the Region formed by the ICA Regional 
Office, as reported earlier in the Bulletin, visited 
India and Indonesia during the period Novem-

T he Trdae Prom otion G roup in A ustralia.

ber 24-December 7, 1970. The team also visited 
Australia as an International Trade Promotion 
Group.

The team was received by the national coopera
tive movements in the respective countries and 
full cooperation w'as extended to the members o f  
the team by the national federations as well as 
their affiliates.

The report of the study will be finalised by the 
team before the middle of February, 1971.

KOREA GIVEN ICA LIBRARY GRANT

A donation of US 8 3,605 has been made by 
the International Cooperative Alliance to the 
National Agricultural Cooperative Federation 
(NACF), Seoul, for the purchase of furniture, 
fixtures and fittings for the Library o f the Agri
cultural Cooperative College in the Republic of 
Korea. The donation was made possible by a 
grant from the Cooperative Development Com
mittee (CDC) o f the Alliance.

It will be recalled that at the request of the 
ICA, the Central Union o f Agricultural Coopera
tives o f Japan, had in 1968, very generously do
nated over 100 books in Japanese to the Library 
of the Agricultural Cooperative College.

Efforts are now being made by the ICA Head
quarters and the South-East Asian Regional Office 
to procure the books in F,nglish on Cooperation 
for the Library for which necessary funds have 
been provided from the ICA Development Fund.

SH IR O  FU TA G A M I R E T U R N S TO  JA PA N

After working with the ICA Regional Office & Education Centre 
for South-East Asia for three years, as Deputy Director (Education), 
Mr. Shiro Futagami, returned to Japan towards the end o f November, 
1970. During his tenure with the ICA, Mr. Futagami had also been 
the Secretary of the ICA Agriculture Sub-Committee for South-East 
Asia. Mr. Futagami has resumed his work with the International 
Department o f the Central Union o f Agricultural Cooperatives.

Speaking at the farewell dinner hosted by the Staff Club of the 
ICA Regional Office, Mr. P. E. Weeraman, Regional Director and Mr. 
J. M. Rana, Director (Education), recalled with appreciation the useful 
work done by Mr. Futagami while being with the ICA Regional Office 
& Education Centre. They and others who spoke wished him well and 
expressed the hope that Mr. Futagami will continue to support the ICA 
work from his new position in Japan.

Reciprocating the good wishes, Mr. Futagami said that his help and assistance will continue to
be made available to the ICA from his desk at the Central Union’s International Department and
that he be regarded as an extension of the ICA Secretariat in Japan.

Special gifts were presented to Mrs. Futagami, Mr. Futagami and their two sweet children Takashi 
and Mackiko, on behalf o f the Staff.
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All-India Cooperatwe Week Celebrations

Inaugurating the All-India Cooperative Week 
Celebration at a function organised by the National 
Cooperative Union o f India on 7th “November, 
197 0, Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, Union Minis
ter for Food, Agriculture, Community Develop- 

men t and Cooperation, said: “This year marks a 
turning point in our journey towards economic 
prosperity and well-being in more than one way. 
The Fourth Five-Year Plan has been finalised and 
it is possible now to accelerate the process o f  
development according to stipulated time-table. 
The Plan could be said to be our contribution to 
the Second Development Decade which has been 
initiated the world over. Through this Plan and 
the manifold schemes undertaken, we have sought, 
to harmonize the goals o f economic growth with 
social justice and we continue to follow the means 
of democracy to achieve these goals. It may be 
somewhat slower and at places irritatingly tardy 
but that is a deliberate decision because otherwise 
the whole social system gets disturbed without 
necessarily compensating for it by a more prospe
rous future.

“ The ideal of cooperation as a whole has its 
place in this scheme o f things. It can be a very 
vital instrument for organizing people and devel
oping in them a sense of unity and purpose. When 
so evolved, it becomes identical with a way o f life, 
a way o f life which is willing to take risks but 
willing to take it in a spirit o f brotherhood and 
jointness. This cooperative system can encompass 
all aspects of our life, agriculture, industry, consu
mer goods and social welfare. During the past 
few decades our experience has not been unmixed 
but basically it has strengthened the belief that 
cooperation has the potential o f vast developments 
and strengthens the fabric o f economic justice” .

Mr. P.E. Weeraman, ICA Regional Director 
for South-East Asia, speaking at the same function 
said; “ Cooperation is not new to this ancient land. 
The cooperative way has been the basis o f all 
Indian institutions at the grass-roots level from 
time immemorial. Therefore, the adoption o f  
Cooperation in its more sophisticated way was not 
a difficult matter.

“Cooperation in its more special sense, however, 
was introduced to most Asian countries by foreign 
rulers. The latter knew the potentiality of this 
movement. For instance, the Cooperative Move
ment played a  very large part in the national 
movement for constitutional rights in Denmark

which has today one of the best cooperative 
movements in the world; and that, without even 
a law for cooperatives. The foreign rulers 
therefore held the reins o f the cooperatives. Thus 
the cooperators were trained to look up to the 
Registrar for leadership in everything. The law en
sured this providing that cooperatives should ob
tain the Registrar’s approval for borrowing, lend
ing etc., etc. He was the appointed guide, philoso
pher and friend o f the movement. But he could 
not forget that he was a servant of the Government. 
Now that these countries are independent their 
governments can follow a policy of gradual with
drawal from the position o f control which, they 
have inherited so that ere long the movement will 
be an autonomous one.

“The cooperative movement should be autono- 
•mous not only in order to be truely cooperative 
but because it is only an autonomous movement 
that could make a real contribution to social and 
economic development. It is generally accepted 
that all governments are weakest at the village 
level exactly where the cooperative could be stron
gest. Therefore it is in the interest o f any govern
ment to help in the growth o f an autonomous 
movement that could make an effective coopera
tion to the implementation o f governmental 
schemes o f national development” .

Prof. D.R. Gadgil presided over the function. 
Prof. Gadgil in his presidential address referring 
to Mr. Weeraman’s remarks on the voluntary and 
autonomous character o f the cooperative move
ment said the voluntariness and autonomy were 
essential to make a society cooperative. The 
quality o f  the movement could depend upon the 
extent of autonomy which the movement enjoyed. 
If Government had* no faith in the people, coope
ratives should not be organized and it would be 
better in that situation to have public sector under
takings rather than cooperatives. If people were 
not trusted, trustworthy people would not come 
Up, he remarked.

Mr. V.N. Puri, Chairman, National Agricul
tural Cooperative Marketing Federation, wel
comed the chief guests and others who attended 
the function. Dr. R.C. Dwivedi, Director, 
National Cooperative Union of India, read out 
messages from the President and the Prime Minis
ter of India. A large number of cooperators 
attended the function.
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Swedish Contribution to the Cooperative 
Programmes in Developing Countries

Between 1960 and 1967 the administrative work 
in connection with the voluntary cooperative as
sistance from Sweden was managed by the various 
departments within KF (Kooperativa Forbundet) 
—the Swedish Cooperative Union and Wholesale 
Society, Stockholm. In 1968, the responsibility 
for the technical assistance programme was trans
ferred from KF to a new foundation called “ The 
Foundation Collaboration Without Boundaries.” 
The foundation works under the name Swedish 
Cooperative Centre and its board at present inclu
des representatives from'the KF, the Federation of 
Swedish Farmers’ Associations (SL), the Swedish 
Oil Consumers’ Organisation (OK), and the 
Consumers Guild (,CG). The following members 
constitutrthe Board ;

President

Vice-Presidents

Secretary

Dy. Members'

Dr. Mauritz Bonow, KF
President, ICA

Mr. Nils G. Asling, MP SL
Mr. Hugo Blum OK

Mr. A lf Carlsson, Director SCC 
Dr. Helge Kristersson SL

Prof. K.F. Svardstrom SL
Mr. Nils Thedin KF
Mr. Bertil Tronet KF
Mrs Etti Widhe CG
Mrs Ulla Jonsdotter CG
Mr. Arne Holmberg KF

GUIDFXINES

Mr. Folke Dahl, Information, Editor,
“SCC NEWS”

Mrs. Marianne Wikstrand, Collection o f Funds 
Mr. Jorgen Wide, Recruitment 
Miss. Margot Ronnberg, Recruitment 
Mr. Malte Jonsson, Seminars, Courses 
Mr. Allan Tornland, Finance 
Miss Anna Lisa Kjellstorm, Individual Scholar

ships

The full address o f the SCC is “ The Swedish 
Cooperative Centre, KF, S-104 65 Stockholm, 
Sweden.”

FINANCIAL INVOLVEMENT OF SCC

The following table indicates the financial 
involvements for 1969 o f  the SCC in cooperative 
programmes in developing countries.

Income Sw. Crs. Per
centage

The Board o f the foundation decides the guide
lines and the budget for SCC activities, which are 
mainly :

1. Education of cooperative leaders in the 
developing countries

2. Project administration
3. Recruitment of experts for service in the 

developing countries
4. Information concerning the role o f coope

ration in developing countries
5. Collection of funds for finance o f adminis

tration and assistance as listed above.

In all these activities, SCC works closely to
gether with the governmental authority, the 
Swedish International Development Authority 
(SIDA), which supports SCC activities, especially 
in the field o f educatioti.

STAFF
The following staff is responsible for the deve

lopment o f activities o f the SCC :
Mr. A lf .Carlsson, Director
Mrs. Maj Karlberg, Secretary -

Cooperative Movement 2,091,000 56
Contributions from SIDA 1,118,000 30
Sundry (contributions from SL,

Interest etc.) 524,000 14
Total 3,733,000 100

Costs
Projects in Asiaf 1,087,000 29
Projects in Africa 577,000 15
Projects in Latin America 143,000 4
Seminars in Sweden with parti

cipants from Africa and Asia 808,000 22
Administration and information

in Sweden 644,000 17
Allocated to funds 321,000 9
Sundry costs 153,000 4

Total 3,733,000 100

tUpon SID A ’s directive, the SCC manages 
part o f the Danish-Swedish Tanzania Project. 
This is financed in the following manner ;

Danish Government 521,000
Swedish Government 521,000
Contributions from SCC 250,000

Total 1,292,000

(exchange rate : Swedish Cr. 5.15= US $ I.OO) 
(exchange rate ; Swedish Cr. 12.50=£ 1 sterling.)

(Projects, in Asia mentioned in Costs, generally 
refer to the. ICA Education Centre for South- 
East Asia, New Delhi.)

ICA REGIONAL BULLETIN 2 9



1971 Publications of the ICA Regional 
Office & Education Centre

COOPERATIVE SERIES

4. Farm Guidance Activities of Agricultural 
Cooperatives—report o f a regional seminar 
and background papers. Cooperative 
Series No. 4. Indian Rs. 10.00, US $ 1.35. 
Postage inclusive.

5. Cooperative Education—Progress or Perish 
by P. E. Weeranian. Cooperative Series 
No. 5. Indian Rs. 3.00, US Cents 40. 
Postage inclusive.

6. Education for Agricultural Cooperatives in 
South-East Asia by J.M. Rana. Coopera
tive Series No. 6. Indian Rs. 3.00, US 
Cents 40. Postage inclusive.

OTHER BOOKS

1. Professor D. G. Karve Commemoration 
Volume—a compilation o f writings and 
speeches o f the late Professor D . G. Karve. 
Indian Rs. 50.00, US $ 7.00. Postage in
clusive. (Special rebate is allowed to 
teachers and cooperative training centres.

2. The Role of Cooperatives in Agricultural 
Development—report o f the experts confe
rence jointly organised by the ICA and the

AARRO in Nepal in 1969. Indian Rs. 5.00, 
US Cents 70. Postage inclusive.

3. A Study o f Personnel Management in Co- 
oprative Super Markets in India by Ragnar 
Arvidsson and K. K. Taimni—a compre
hensive and detailed study o f personnel 
management policies and practices in eight 
selected cooperative super markets in India 
carried out under the auspices o f the ICA 
Regional Office & Education Centre for 
South-East Asia. Indian Rs. 12.00, US 
$ 1.50. Postage inclusive.

SUPER MARKET ON COOPERATIVE LINES 
IN MALAYSIA—A FEASIBILITY STUDY

Mr. Ragnar Arvidsson, Specialist in Consumer 
Cooperation of the Regional Office & Education 
Centre, who had earlier conducted a feasibility 
study for establishing cooperative super markets 
in Malaysia, presented his findings to the coope
rators o f Malaysia in a three-day National Seminar 
held in August, 1970. His final report was pre
sented to the Malaysian cooperators at a meeting 
held in Malaysia in December, 1970. A future 
plan of action for establishing a cooperative super 
market was discussed at this meeting.
Price per Copy Rs. 2.50 or US Cents 35.

COOPERATIVE PUBLICATIONS

The Cooperative Law in 
Asia
by Professor Laszio Valko 
Department of Agricultural Economics 
College of Agriculture 
Washington State University

The ICA would like to draw the attention of 
Cooperators throughout the world to this valuable 
study, which is a compilation o f cooperative 
legislation in the Far East and in South Asia. 
This study was published by the Washington 
Agricultural Experiment Station, College of 
Agriculture, Washington State, USA in May, 1969.

Chinese edition o f the publication can be had 
from the Cooperative League o f China, Taiwan 
Branch, 17 Nan-king E. Road, Sec. 1, Taipei, 
Taiwan.

HISTORY OF THE RESERVE BANK OF INDIA  
1935-51

The Reserve Bank of India has recently publi
shed its history covering the first 16 years o f the 
Bank. The volume entitled the History o f the 
Reserve Bank o f  India 1935-51, was prepared under 
the guidance o f an Editorial Committee headed by 
Dr. C.D. Deshmukh, the first Indian Governor of 
the Bank who also has held Finance Ministership 
of the Government o f India.

The volume falls into four broad sections : the 
Preparatory Years, that is pre-1935 developments, 
the Formative Years 1935-39, the War Years 
1939-45 and the Post-War Years 1945-51.

Running into over 850 pages, the volume has 
been priced at Rs. 50.00. Spedial rebate is allowed 
to educational institutions, teachers and libraries 
in India.

Copies can be had from the Administrative 
Officer, Economic Department, Reserve Bank of ' 
India, Bombay-1.
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ICA IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA 
—a Pictorial Presentation
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The Congress

The  supreme authority of the A lliance  is the Congress or Assem bly of delegates of 

the affiliated organizations, usually meeting every three years in a different country, by 

invitation of one or more m ember-organizations.

Opening session of the 24th Congress o f the rnternational C ooperative Alliance.

A section of the delegates attending the Congress 
—a delegation from  Asia.
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Aministration

The administrative organs of the Alliance are the Central Committee, the Executive Committee, the 
Cooperative Development Committee and the Secretariat.

T h e  Central Committee is responsible for seeing that the decisions of C ongress are  

carried out. It  is a lso  authorised by the Rules to take o ther important decisions on its 

own responsibility.

T h e  Central Committee elects the President, two V ice -P res id en ts , and the members of the  

Executive, a ll of whom hold office until the next Congress.

T h e  Executive Committee exercises general control over the affairs of the IC A ,  between  

m eetings of the Central Committee. Besides, keeping in touch with the work of the  

Secretaria t ,  the Executive Committee is concerned especially with questions of finance  

and membership.

D r. M auritz Bonow, President of the 
rnternationa) Cooperative Alliance.

The Cooperative Development Committee (formerly Technical Assistance Sub-Committee) was 
etstablished in 1957 to give effect to the Resolution on the “Development of Cooperation in Lesser 
Developed Countries” which was adopted by the Pans Congress.

I he Committee administers the IC.A Development Fund and arranges technical assistance to developing 
national movements from more advanced cooperative movements.
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T h e  Secretariat  carries on the day-to-day work of the A lliance  at its headquarters in London. 

The  head of the Secretariat  is the Director.

ICA H eadquarters in London

There are two other offices o f the ICA, viz., the Regional Office for South-East Asia situated in New 
Delhi and the Office for East and Central Africa at Moshi, Tanzania.
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Regional Office & Education Centre

Proposals for establishing Regional Office of the IC A  in various parts of the world were  

included in the development plan adopted after the Second W orld  W a r .

A fte r  an exploratory tour by Dr. G. Keler of Sw eden, in the w inter of 1955-56 a C o n 

ference was convened at Kuala Lumpur in January, 1958 for the purpose of consulting  

the organizations and governments of the Region.

Guided by their views and its own further studies, the A ll ian ce  decided to locate its 

Regional Office at New Delhi, India.

At about the same time the Cooperative Movement of Sweden was examining the posibilities 
of doing cooperative educational work in India. Finally the Swedish Movement and the ICA agreed 
upon starting a Regional Office and an Education Centre for South-East Asia.

A view o f  the International Cooperative Conference held in Kuala Liinifrir.

ICA REGIONAL BULLETIN 35



The work o f the Regional Office & Education Centre began in 1960 with the holding of the 
Regional Seminar on “ Cooperative Leadership in South-East Asia” at New Delhi in 1960. The impor
tance attached to the establishment of the Regional. Office & Education Centre and to its first educa
tional activity not only by cooperative organizations by the governmental authorities was underlined by 
the tact that the Regional Office was opened and its first Seminar inaugurated by Jawaharlal Nehru, 
then Prime Minister of India.

Prim e M inister N ehru arriving to inaugurate the 
Leadership Sem inar. (From  left to right)
Dr. S. K. Saxena and Mr. Bertil Mathsson.

Inauguial tunction ot the L eadeiitiip  Semii.ai (ironi left lo right) Mi.-s C’i.f' Poliev 
M r. S .K . Dey M r Nehru D i . M auiitz Bnnow and M i A Aiisaii

The Regional Office now serves the national cooperative movemenis o f thirteen counines six., 
Australia, Ceyion, India, Indonesia, Iran Japan rhe Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Nepal Pakistan 
the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand.
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In the Region served by the Regional Office, there are 423,851 cooperative societies which is 71 per 
cent o f the total number of cooperative societies in the world. These societies have a membership 
of 79,808,819 which is 31 per cent of the world total.

Functions and Set-up

The main tasks o f the Regional Office cum- 
Education Centre are to develop the general activi
ties o f the Alliance in the Region, to act as a link 
between the ICA and its affiliated national move
ments, to represent the Alliance in its consultative 
relations with the regional establishments o f the 
United Nations and other international organiza
tions, to promote economic relations amongst 
member-movements, including trading across 
national boundaries, to help in the supply o f tech
nical information assistance, and to conduct 
educational activities for the benefit o f the move
ments in the Region.

The office has four sections viz :

(1) Education Centre- in the charge of the 
Director (Education)

(2) Technical Assistance—in the charge of the 
& Trading Section Joint Director (Tech

nical Assistance & 
Trade)

-in  the charge o f the 
Joint Director (Admi
nistration)

-in  the charge o f the 
Deputy Director 
(Publications and 
Public Relations)

(3) Administration & 
Finance Section

(4) Publications & 
Public Relations 
Section

The Regional Director is in overall charge of  
the Regional Office and Education Centre. His 
own duties are :

(i) to assist Cooperative Movements in the 
Region to evolve sound policies with parti
cular reference to the tasks which are per 
formed by the Regional Office.

(ii) to be responsible for leading and coordi
nating the policies and functioning of the 
Sections o f the Regional Office.

(iii) to promote mutual understanding and 
collaboration among the Cooperative 
Movements in the Region,

(iv) to discuss various matters at the highest 
level with leaders o f Cooperative Move
ments and government officials,

(v) to represent the Alliance in the Regional 
Meetings of the United Nations Agencies 
as well as non-governmental international 
organizations,

(vi) any other duties and functions as are direc
ted to be performed by him by the Director 
of the International Cooperative Alliance.

The Director (Education) is in charge of all 
educational activities as well as consultative and 
allied services. He is assisted by the Joint Direc
tor (Education) and an Assistant (Education). The 
Joint Director (Technical Assistance & Trade) is 
in charge o f work connected with obtaining of 
technical assistance from the developed to develop
ing movements, and the promotion o f cooperative 
trade across national boundaries. He is assisted 
by an Assistant (Technical Assistance & Trade). 
The Joint Director (Administration) is in charge 
of the adminstrative and financial matters of the 
Regional Office. The Deputy Director (Publica
tions and Public Relations) is in charge o f work 
relating to the publications issued by the office, 
the library, documentation services, and public 
relations. He is assisted by an Assistant (Publi
cations). There is provision for Specialists in 
addition to the above officers. At present the 
Joint Director (Administration) functions as Speci
alist in Consumer Cooperation as well. Similarly 
the Joint Director (Education) is the Specialist in 
Educational Methods, and the Deputy Director 
(PPR) is the Specialist in Cooperative Credit. The 
post o f Specialist in Agricultural Marketing is 
vacant at the moment. It will be filled in the 
near future.
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Finances

Th e  Swedish Cooperative M ovem ent contributes  

a major part of the f inances required by the Regional 

Office, amounting to about 73 per cent of the annual 

expenditure, whilst the A ll iance  contributes about 17 per cent and the balance is provided 

by the member-organizations in the Region.

The Swedish contribuHor.s come from a fund called “ Without Boundaries” established by the 
Swedish cooperators for helping In the education of members and the training of employees of the 
cooperative movements in the developing countries. The contribution made out of this fund is 
supplemented by the Swedish International Development Authority (SIDA).

The Japanese Cooperative Movement gives financial assistance to various activities of the 
Regional Office. The Institute for the Development of Agricultural Cooperation in Asia ( ID AC A ),  
established and financed by the Japanese Agricultural Cooperative Movement, shares with the 
Regional Office the cost of the annual meeting of the Advisory Council of the Regional Office, the 
members of the ICA Advisory Council being also the members of the Board of Advisors of IDACA.

ID ACA Building, Tokyo, Japan

T h e  contributions made by the member-movements towards the cost of the educational pro
grammes of the Regional Office have increased over the years. Member movements now bear 
the costs of obtaining local lecturers, the travel, board and lodging costs of the local partici
pants and the costs of study visits organized in connection with each technical meeting. The 
movements which send participants to the seminars, except the movement of the host country, 
provide 50 per cent of the travel costs of their participants whilst the ICA pays the balance.
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ICA Advisory Council

T h e  Regional Office and Education Centre is advised by an Advlosry Council composed of 

representatives of the national cooperative movements in the Region which are members  

of the IC A .

T h e  Council usually meets once a year to consider the programme of the Regional 

Office & Education Centre for the forthcoming year.

The  Advisory Council has an Honorary Pres ident and a Chairman nominated by 

the Executive Com m ittee of the IC A .  Mrs. Indira Gandhi has been the Honorary  

Pres ident since the inception of the Office. The  late Professor D .G . Karve was the first  

Chairman of the Council. Sir V .T .  Krishnamachari, then V ice-C hairm an of Ind ia ’s Planning  

Commission, served as the Chairman of the Council in 1962-63 when Professor Karve  

joined the Reserve Bank of India as its Deputy Governor. On his relinquishing that post 

Professor Karve was re-nominated Chairman in 1963 and he continued in office until his 

death in 1967. Mr. B. Venkatappiah, Mem ber for A gricu lture  in the Planning Commission  

of India, was nominated to the post in 1968.

M rs Indira Gandhi, Honorary President o f  the 
Advisory Council
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Advisory Council M embers, I96I

Advisory Council M eeting, New Delhi, 1963.
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Advisory Council M eeting  in Teheran, Iran, 1969.
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Office Premises

A  new building suitable for housing tiie Regional Office was constructed at 43 Friends ’ 
Colony in New Delhi.

T h e  cost of land and building amounted to almost three million rupees. A  large part 
of this was received as a grant from the Swedish International Developm ent Authority  
( S ID A )  and the Swedish Cooperative Centre (S C C ) .  The Japanese Agricultural Coope
rative Movement has subscribed to a donation of 10,000 pounds sterling, over a period of 
ten years. /^3,000 has been paid already. T h e  A ll ian ce  met the balance cost.

D r M auritz  Bonow inaugurating the building on February 16, 1968-

T h e  new building was inaugurated by Dr. Mauritz Bonow, President of the Internstional 
Cooperative A lliance , on 16th February, 1968 at a ceremony presided over by the Honourable  
Mr. Jagjivan Ram, then Minister of Food, Agriculture , Community Developm ent and 
Cooperation in the Governm ent of India.
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ICA Regional Office & Education Centre fo r  South-East Asia, New Delhi.
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Educational Activities

In pursuance of the long-term policy of the A ll ian ce  to contribute to the developm ent  

of the developing national cooperative movements in A s ia ,  and in recognition of the 

fac t that it is cooperative education that makes the observance of cooperative principles, 

methods and practices possible, the  Regional Office & Education C entre  for South-East A s ia  

has devoted a greater part of its attention during the last ten years to educational activities  

of various types.

T h e  main activities of the Regional Office and Education Centre in the field of cooperative  

education are the following :

1. holding technical meetings
2. conducting study programmes
3. conducting research
4. publication of books and periodicals
5. rendering consultative and allied services
6. running a library
7. rendering documentation services

T h e  technical meetings held under the auspices of the Regional Office & Education C entre  

are of four categories, viz.,

A .  Regional Seminars, W orkshops etc.
B. Policy-makers conferences
C. Experts' Conferences
D. National Sem inars, W orkshops etc.

During the f irs t ten years of its existence, the Regional Office and Education C en tre  conduc
ted 77 educational programmes of various types and over 2,000 persons from different  
countries participated in these programmes.
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Regional Seminars

Regional Seminars are organised by the Regional Office and Education Centre in collabo

ration witli the national cooperative movements of the countries where the seminars are  

held. T hese  seminars cover subjects of vital cooperative interest. T h e  selection of the 

country in which a seminar is to be held is made having regard to the availability of 

cooperative activities of re levance to the theme of the seminar.

Participants to  the Regional Sem inar on Cooperative M arketing o f Foodgrains 
held in the Philippines visiting a warehouse.

M r . J . M . Rana, D irector (Education) welcoming 
the Prime M inister o f  M alaysia  at the Housing 

Sem inar in Kuala Lum pur, 1970. 
M r  N . A . Kularajah is on the right.
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Participants o f the Regional Sem inar on Consum er 
Cooperation visiting a Cooperative D epartm ental Store 
in Lahore.

G roup discussion in progress o f a Regional Seminar 
held in New D elhi in 1962.
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Policy-m akers’ conferences are organised to discuss questions pertaining to coope

rative development policies. Persons at policy making level, both in voluntary coope

rative movements and cooperative ministeries and departments of governments, are invited 

to these conferences. T h e  conclusions arrived at these conferences are circulated to 

cooperative organizations and governments to serve as guidelines to policy makers.

Policy M akers’ Conferences

Prof. D .G . K arve with the participants to the Experts 
C onference on the Role of G overnm ent in Cooperative 
D evelopm ent, held in Bangkok.

Participants to the W orld C onference on C ooperative Education held in New D elh i, 1968. 
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Experts’ Conferences are organized to discuss cooperative problems of topical impor

tance at a very high level. The  participants are directly selected by the Regional Office  

from among persons who have specialized knowledge of the subject chosen as the theme  

of the conference and who have the capacity to study the subject objectively and arrive  

at mature conclusions.

Experts’ Conferences

Participants to  the Experts’ C onference on C ooperative M em ber Education 
held in K uala Lum pur.M alaysia, 1968.
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N ational Seminars

National Seminars are held by national cooperative organizations. The  Regional Office  
helps by guiding them in the development of seminar programmes and by providing 
resource persons and documentation to the national seminars.

Inaugural session o f  the national seminar on Cooperative 
Management, Dacca, East Pakistan, 1970.

N ational Sem inar on C ooperative M anagem ent, Singapore, 1970

A group discussion in progress a t a national sem inar. 
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IGA Fellowship Programme

IC A  Fellowship Programme is of a specialised nature. Persons who have a good 
record of cooperative work to their credit are selected, on the recommendation of their co
operative national organizations, for following a particular course of study in a field of 
cooperative activity that is of topical importance, or that would enable them to contribute  
to the follow up of cooperative activities initiated by the regional or national seminars.

Participants to the ICA Fellowship Programme 196S.

IGA Teachers’ Exchange Programme
A  T ea ch e rs ’ Exchange Programme was started by the Regional Office & Education 
C entre in 1968 for the national cooperative training centres in the Region. Under this 
programme, a teacher from one national cooperative college is attached, on a study-cum-  
teaching assignment, to a training centre in another country for about one month.

Research and Publications
Th e  Regional Office does research in fields of cooperation that are of topical importance. 
Due to the inadequacy of personnel and finance, only a limited amount of work  
was possible in this period. Research was undertaken in the following fields: A g r i 
cultural cooperative marketing in South-East Asia , Coordination of activities of the coope
rative movement and wom en’s organisations in South-East Asia , Personnel management  
policies and practices in selected departmental stores (Super Bazars) in India.

It has been decided to undertake the following research work in the next two years :

a. A  Study of sales management in consumer cooperative societies,

b. A  study of techniques of marketing in selected primary agricultural marketing  
cooperatives (dealing  mainly in one commodity, e.g., rice, fruit).

c. A  study of the techniques of amalgamation of cooperative societies.
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The  Regional Office publishes books, periodicals and mimeographed pamphlets. A  
number of books have been published with a view to disseminating knowledge acquired  
by the Regional Office through its educational and research activities. Some of these  
publications have proved useful as teaching material for cooperative training courses  
and member education programmes.
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Consultative and Allied Services

T h e  Regional Office provides consultative and allied services to the IC A  member-  

organizations in the South-East A sian  Region. Th is  development was welcom ed by the 

A dvisory  Council meeting of 1963. These  services have been mostly in the field of 
cooperative education and training and as far as possible they have been offered to or 

through our member-organizations.

The Library and Docum entation Services

T h e  Library of the Regional Office & Education Centre has steadily grown in size. A t  

present it has over 8,500 books and 3,000 booklets. Nearly one fourth of them are books 

on Cooperation.

T h e  Regional Office publishes an Annotated Bibliography. The  purpose of the Biblio
graphy is to provide information regarding the literature on cooperation published in the 

Region as well as the literature published elsewhere on the Cooperative Movement in 

this region.

D r. M auritz Bonow and Mr. Jagjivan Ram in the ICA Regional Office Library. 
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T h e  Regional Office also publishes a quarterly documentation Bulletin. The Bulletin  

is divided into two parts, the first part consists of a list of selected artic les on Cooperation  

and allied subjects with annotations and the second part consists  of a classified list of 
books added to the IC A  Library.

Obtaining Technical Assistance from other Sources

The  International Cooperative A lliance , its various organs and the Auxiliary Committees, 
have been engaged in development efforts for several decades. During the post war  

period, more emphasis has been given to developing economic projects and securing  

f inancial assistance for them as well as inter-linking trading cooperative organizations  

across national boundaries through international trade.

T h e  Regional Office and Education Centre takes the following steps to obtain technical 
and other assistance for the national movements of the Region :

1. the identification of areas in which technical assistance is indicated,

2. the identification of a cooperative organisation that would grant such technical assis
tance as is requested in each case,

3. the processing of requests for assistance in conducting feasibility studies, wherever 
necessary

4. maintaining close contacts between the aid-giving organisation, the technical assistance 
experts engaged in the project, their counterparts in the aid-receiving organisation, the 
aid-receiving organisation itself and the national government during the implementation 
of the project. Wherever necessary, participation in meetings held to discuss projects 
and their implementation.

5. Complying with special requests, such as those for the provision of literature (including 
its adaptation and translation wherever necessary), and equipment (including printing 
presses, audio visual aids) for which foreign exchange facilities may not be available to a 
member organization. Such requests as are approved by the Cooperative Development 
Committee of the ICA are financed from the Development Fund of the ICA.
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The Regional Office has been the channel of assistance in the following instances :

a. Bhor Cooperative Dairy Project. The West German Consumers Cooperative Congress has 
gifted machinery and equipment worth over 1.3 million rupees to the Cooperative Milk 
Federation of Maharashtra State, India, for the erection of a milk processing plant in Bhor 
area of Maharashtra State.

Inaugural function o f  the Foundation laying  
Ceremony o f  the Bhor Dairy Project, India-

b. The library of the Agricultural College of the NACF, Korea A gift of furniture and 
fixtures worth US S 3,600 has been made by the ICA to the library of the Agricultural 
College of the National Agricultural Cooperative Federation of the Republic of Korea.

The Central Union of Agricultural Cooperatives of Japan gifted a set of books in 
Japanese to the Library.

c. Gift of Audio Visual Equipment to Ceylon. A  complete set of audio visual equipment 
worth US S 1,400 was gifted to the Cooperative Federation of Ceylon.

The following projects are being examined by the Regional Office with a view to finding donors 
of the machinery and equipment required :

a. Multi-commodity Fruit and Vegetable Processing Plant at New Delhi, India.
b. Consolidated Fruit Processing Plant in the Republic of Korea.
c. Cattle Feed Project, India.
d. Fish Canning Project, Ceylon.
e. Pineapple Canning Project, Ceylon.

Promotion o f International Cooperative Trade

As a result of a recommendation of the Cooperative Ministers’ Conference on the Role of 
Cooperation in Social and Economic Development held in Tokyo, Japan, during 1964, a trade survey 
was conducted by the ICA during 1965-66 to investigate the position of cooperative trade in the 
Region of South-East Asia and to initiate measures for its further development. In pursuance of the 
recommendations made in the trade survey report entitled "Trading of Cooperatives— South-East 
Asia” and by the Third Asian Agricultural Cooperative Conference held in New Delhi during 
January 1967, a number of measures have been initiated to assist the trading cooperatives directly.

A conference on International Cooperative Trade in South-East Asia was held 
Tokyo during June, 1968 to provide an opportunity to business executives of 
come together and explore possibilities of increasing their trade in the Region.
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In accordance with the recommendations made by the above conference, ^the IC A  along  
with many cooperative trading organizations in the Region participated in the Second  
Asian  International T ra d e  Fair held in Teheran  during October, 1969.

ICA S ta ll at the 2nd Asian International Trade Fair, Teheran, 1969.

In order to bring importers and exporters of specified commodities together, the Regional 
Office convened a Commodity Conference in IVlay, 1970, in Tokyo in collaboration with the  
Central Union of Agricultural Cooperatives of Japan.

Inaugural session of the Commodity Conference in Tolcyo, Japan.
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ICA Agriculture Sub-Com m ittee for South-East Asia

A  number of Auxiliary Committees have been set up within the ICA as the need of discussing 
problems peculiar to each sector of the cooperative movement was felt by cooperators engaged 
in those sectors. In the period following World W ar II the Alliance admitted a number of coope
rative organizations of the developing countries to its membership. It was felt that a way should 
be found whereby cooperators of those countries also could have the benefit of such auxiliary 
committees hitherto available almost exclusively to European cooperators.

Agriculture Sub-Committee Members at N A F E D  in New Delhi.

It was decided to set up a sub-committee of the ICA Auxiliary Committee on Agriculture to 
be termed "The ICA Agriculture Sub-Committee for South-East A sia” . In 1967, this sub-commi
ttee was established with a constitution approved of by the main Committee. Its first formal meet
ing was held in Tokyo in the same year.
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International Cooperative Day 
Observance

1969 -M r, Jagjivan Ram, M inister for D efence, 
(form erly M inister for Food, Agriculture, C om m u
nity D evelopm ent & C ooperation) Govt, o f India 
arriving to preside over the International C oopera
tive Day rneeting.

1970—D r. D . R. Gadgil, 
D eputy  Chairm an
Planning Com m ission, 
addressing the In te r
national Cooperative
Day meeting.
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Relations with other international organizations

Mr. P. E. W eeram an, ICA Regional D irector for South-East Asia addressing the 
IF A P  17th G eneral Conference.
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Greetings from the International Cooperative Alliance to the 
Sixth Indian Cooperative Congress on 8th April, 1971, conveyed 
by Mr, P.E, Weeraman, IGA Regional Director for South-East ̂ sia

Mr, President, Madam Prime Minister, Ladies and gentlemen.

It gives me great pleasure to extend to you the heartiest greetings of 

the International Cooperative Alliance. •

It has been most pleasant and stimlating for the personnel of the IGA 

to work in close liaison \d.th the National Cooperative Union of India and its

pember organisations,^ I would take this opportunity to thank the National
c

Cooperative. IJnion of India and its affiliates for the steady support given to

the IGA Regional Office during,its first decade, I must also take advantage

of the presence of the Prime Minister of India to express publicly our thanks

to t|ie Government of India for the very valuable and steady support the ICA

has received from the_.government for running a Regional Office for South-East

Asia located 4-n New Delhi.

It is very gratifying to us cooperators to have with us herfe the Prime

Minister of India. Vfe rejoice in a special way because wo have with Us as

Prime Minister of India, one who has given the world body of the Cooperative
t

Movement her .unqu^ified support as the Honorary President of the Advisory
r . ■ f,

Cpuijcil of the_. IGA's Re^ion^ Office since its inauguration in 1966, We 

rejoice, I%daiji Prime Minister, that you are as much a supporter of the
y

Cooperative Movement as your revered father. We rejoice, therefore, that you 

have received a vote of confidence of the highest order from the' largest 

democracy of the world. This vote for democracy means that the progress of 

the Cooperative Movement is assured in India, for political democracy would 

not be meaningful without economic deiaocracy, for the establishment of which 

Cooperation is the only way.



I "believe tha^ -this Congress-is-the*-j3io.gt Appropriate forum for the
*

cooperators of -India, ,to reaffirm th^t the role of' the cooperativ.es in national 

development is that of initiators and collaborators, as volimtary and 

autonomous bodies and as free and equal partners of the State in the great 

task 9f nation-building. The famous words of Jawaharlal Nehri that'he
4.

; 1
wanted to ’'convulse India with Cooperation and make it the bdsic activity of

• t ‘ j.

India and the cooperative approach the basic thinking of In&ia, to make it an

,essential basic fabric of the State - not part of the State Government”, 

continue to ring in our ears, I wish also to quote the recent remark of 

Dr., Mauritz Bonow, the President of the International Cooperative Alliance, 

that "it is absolutely essential that the long-term objective of making the 

Cooperative Movement an independent and autonomous one is kept constantly 

in mind. We would have mistaken the casket for the gem if we" were to 

perpetuate an arrangement whereby the initiative and democratic xsharacter 

of the Cooperative >bvement would be impaired",

In^ia sets, the pattern of cooperative developifient for the rest of the 

Asian^Regi9u, Therefore, dear fellow cooperators, your deliberations at this 

conference will have great meaning for the Cooperative Movements of tlae other 

Asian countries, and even for African countries and so' a great responsibility 

attaches to you to arrive at mature conclusions, for'^which I vAsii you
♦

god-speed,

-oOo-



1960—1970

International Cooperative Alliance

Regional Office Celebrates its 10th Anniversary

The I'CA Regional Office & Education Centre 
for South-East Asia celebrated its Tenth Anniver
sary at an impressive and largely attended function 
held on 17th February 1971 at the premises of the 
Regional Office in New Delhi.

The Tenth Ann.ver'ary occurred on 14th of 
November, 1970, the date o f its inauguration by 
Jawaharlal Nehru, then Prime Minister o f India, 
but the celebration of it was fixed for 17th 
February, 1971 in order that it may coincide with 
the Twelfth Meeting of the Advisory Council.

Mr. B. Venkatappiah, Chairman o f the Advi
sory Council presided over the function.

Dr. S. K. Saxena, Director of the ICA, wel
comed the distinguished gathering.

Yuvaraj Udaybhansinhji, President o f the 
National Cooperative Union o f India; Mr. N. A. 
Kularajah, Member for Malaysia in the ICA 
Advisory Council; and Mr. H. Yanagida, Chair
man of the ICA Agriculture Sub-Committee for 
South-East Asia, conveyed greetings on be
half of the Indian Cooperative Movement, ICA 
Advisory Councillors and the Agriculture Sub- 
Committee Members respectively.

The unveiling o f a portrait o f Professor D. G. 
Karve donated by the national cooperative move
ments in the Region and the releasing o f the 
“Professor D. G. Karve Commemoration Volume” 
formed an important part of the function. Prof. 
Karve was the Chairman o f the Advisory Council 
o f the Regional Office & Education Centre from 
its inception in I960 to the time o f his demise in 
1967, with a short break in 1962-63 when he was 
Deputy Governor o f the Reserve Bank o f India.

The portrait was unveiled by Dr. Mauritz Bonow, 
the President o f the International Cooperative 
Alliance. Thereafter Dr. D. R. Gadgil, Deputy 
Chairman of the Plannmg Commission o f India, 
pronounced a eulogy on Prof. Karve.

The Karve Commemoration Volume was next 
released by the Regional Director presenting a 
copy of it to Dr. D. R. Gadgil.

Dr. Mauritz Bonow delivered an a'ddress in 
which he analysed the present position o f the Co
operative Movement and explained the goals of 
the Cooperative Development Decade.

Among those who attended the function were 
Mr. N. Q. Dias, High Commissioner for Ceylon, 
Dr. Woonsang Choi, Consul-General for the Re
public of Korea, Mr. Raja Aznam bin Raja Haji 
Ahmad, High Commissioner for Malaysia, Mr. P. 
Coomaraswamy, High Commissioner for Singa
pore, Count C. G. Bielke, Counsellor of the Swe
dish Embassy, Mr. B. P. Tilakaratna, Deputy High 
Commissioner for Ceylon, Dr. V. T. H. Gunaratne, 
Regional Director for South-East Asia of the 
World Health Organisation, Mr. S. Narayanan, 
Deputy Director of the Area Office o f the ILO, Mr. 
Krishan Chand, Secretary-General of the Afro- 
Asian Rural Reconstruction Organisation, Mr. 
M. A. Quraishi, Additional Secretary o f the De
partment of Cooperation, Government o f India, 
Mr. P. Lacour, Chairman of the Fisheries Sub- 
Committee of the ICA Auxiliary Committee on 
Agriculture, and Mr. W. Maddock of the Coope
rative League of the USA.

Mr. P. E. Weeraman, ICA Regional Director 
for South-East Asia, proposed a vote of thanks.

The texts of all these speeches follow :
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Welcome Address by Dr. S. K. Saxena,
Director,
International Cooperative Alliance

Mr. Chairman, Prof. Gadgil, Mr. Venkatappiah, 
Members o f the Advisory Council for South-East 
Asia, Members of the ICA Agriculture Sub- 
Committee, Your Excellencies, distinguished guests, 
fellow cooperators, ladies and gentlemen.

On behalf of the ICA, I would like to extend to 
you all a very cordial welcome to the small function 
organised by us on the occasion of the Tenth 
Anniversary of our Regional Office and Education 
Centre for South-East Asia. When the South-East 
Asian office was opened on November 14, 1960, 
our intentions w ere clear but the ways of achieving 
those intentions were somewhat unclear. There was, 
and continues to be, a large amount of goodwill 
towards the efforts o f the ICA and a number of 
cooperative organisations and governments had 
strongly supported the proposal. Our Swedish 
member-organisation had decided to back the 
proposal materially by making available finance 
and man-power and the resolution on Long-Term 
Programme of Technical Assistance adopted by the 
ICA Congress at Lausanne in 1960 had provided 
the framework within which this initiative was to 
develop. But there is often a hiatus between the 
broad intent o f a plan and its actual implemen
tation. I am extremely happy to say that the 
initial thinking done by the Authorities of the 
Alliance in collaboration with our member-orga- 
nisations has stood the test of time. We have 
moved in the right direction in an attempt to

provide some help for the development of coope
rative movements in this part of the world. Every 
dynamic organisation, however, must constantly 
revise its approaches especially in periods o f rapid 
social and economic change. I am very happy to say 
that under the guidance of our Advisory Council, 
we have been able to subject ourselves to constant 
self-analysis and to transform our activities to 
match the changing needs o f the movements. Our 
work has benefited considerably from the support 
of our member-organisations, from the assistance 
given to us by governments of several countries of 
South-East Asia and I hope I will not be mis
understood if I make a specific mention o f the 
Government of India which has provided us 
necessary facilities that have enabled us to expand 
our work at reasonable costs. The Japanese 
Cooperative Movement has given us substantial 
assistance in connection with our building etc. 
and we are very grateful to them. Finally, the 
movements in the Region o f South-East Asia have 
been a source of tremendous support and 
inspiration.

There will be several speakers after me and my 
purpose really is to welcome you all very cordially. 
It is a pleasure and a privilege to have our sense 
of delight shared by such a distinguished group at 
the way this plant which was embedded 10 years 
ago has flourished and begun to bear fruits.
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Address by Yuvaraj Udaibhansinhji,
President,
National Cooperative Union of India

President Dr. Mauritz Bonow,Professor Gadgil, 
Dr. Saxena, Your Excellencies and distinguished 
guests,

Yuvaraj Udaibhansinhji o f  India addressing the meeting.

The National Cooperative Union of India and 
the Cooperative Movement as a whole feel very 
proud that we have in our midst this evening no 
less a person than Dr. Bonow, President of the 
International Cooperative Alliance and other 
distinguished members of several committees of the 
ICA. At one of the meetings of Credit and Thrift 
Conference held at Paris last September, it was 
decided that as a follow-up o f the Conference, a 
small liasion Committee be constituted. The Indian 
Cooperative Movement then expressed the desire 
that as the Regional Office and Education Centre 
of the International Cooperative Alliance in Delhi 
was to complete 10 years of its life shortly, it would 
be only m the fitness of things if the first meeting 
of the Liaison Committee was held to time with 
the 10th Anniversary Celebrations of the Regional 
Office. It was also our wish that a Conference of 
the top level cooperators of the Asian countries be 
also held in Delhi along with the various meetings 
of the ICA, v/z., the Agriculture Sub-Committee, 
the Advisory Council o f the Regional Office and 
the Executive Committee of the ICA. We, how
ever, regret that owing to a large number of our

cooperators being occupied in one capacity or 
another with the mid-term elections, it was not 
found practicable to arrange a meeting of the top 
level Asian leaders in Cooperation.

We only hope that convening of this Conference 
would only be a pleasure deffered for us. We are, 
however, very happy to have the meetings o f the 
several other committees in Delhi to coincide with 
the 10th Anniversary of the Regional office of the 
ICA. For us it has been a more or less a coope
rative festival and we are sure that the various get 
togethers would result in further cementing the 
bonds of cordial relations and understanding bet
ween cooperatives.

On behalf o f the Cooperative Movement of 
India, I convey our hearty felicitations to the 
Regional Office and Education Centre of the ICA 
on completion of 10 years of very useful service to 
the Cooperative Movement o f the South-East 
Asian Region. While according our heartiest 
welcome to our distinguished guests, I convey to 
them sincere cooperative greetings from all the 
cooperative institutions and their members from 
all over India. As is w'ell-known, our coope
rative membership ranges around five crores which 
forms 73% of membership o f the South-East 
Asian Region and 21.4% of the world membership 
of the ICA.

The services rendered by the Regional Office and 
Education Centre have not only covered a vide 
gamut o f cooperative activities, but also helped in 
sponsoring trade relations between cooperatives 
across national boundaries. The Indian Coope
rative Movement has no doubt immensely gained 
from the working of the Regional Office and Edu
cation Centre o f the ICA for which we express our 
sincere gratitude. We are also grateful to the 
Swedish and Japanese Cooperative Movements in 
particular which have been greatly contributing to 
the success o f the ICA Regional Office and the 
Education Centre.

Thank you.
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Address by Mr. N. A .Kularajah PJK, A M N , 
President,
Cooperative Union of Malaysia

Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen,

I am indeed very happy to have been invited to 
speak on behalf of the Advisory Council of the 
Regional Office of the ICA for South-East Asia. 
To make it quite clear that it is not only for 
South-East Asia 1 am speaking, 1 would like to say 
that both Australia and Iran are members of the 
Advisory Council. Our Council was formed soon 
after the Regional Office was set up and has met 
annually to decide on the policy to be followed, 
on the plans, the programmes, and the various 
aspects of the work the Regional Office has been 
doing. The Regional Office at the same time and 
place has also had an Education Centre, and 
probably in the not too distant future, will have a 
Trade Centre as well.

Before I go further, 1 feel personally, and I am 
suie that the other members of the Advisory 
Council will agree with me, that I should pay 
tribute to the first Director of Education Centre, 
Mr. Bertil Mathsson, who came along to organise 
the setting up of the Centre and, in fact, did 
exemplary work in organising and making the 
Centre well-known in this Region. I am not ex
aggerating if I say that had it not been for him, 
the Centre might not have received the response 
that it did from all over the Region. We from 
Malaysia vvere very disappointed at firsf. The ICA 
had a full-fledged meeting of its Executive Com
mittee members, who came to Kuala Lumpur to 
decide whether they should open a Regional Office 
and where it should be established. Naturally, in 
view o f the entertainment provided by the 
Malaysian cooperators and wanting including the 
delegates from all over the Region agreed that the 
Regional Office should be in iMalaysia. Well, 
later on it was decided, and perhaps for very good 
reasons too, that the Regional Office be located in 
New Delhi and, as I said eailier, the Swedish Co
operative Movement sent out a very competent 
public relations man, namely, Mr. Bertil Mathsson. 
He persuaded all of us to support the Regional 
Office and Education Centre and even bribed us 
with half the travel fare, to attend a Cooperative 
Leadership Seminar which was organised at the 
same time as this office was set up. Thanks to 
him, therefore, everything went off smoothly. The 
start is important and the start was good. After 
he came, Mr. Nyi Nyi, Dr. Saxena, the present 
Director, Mr. Weeraman, have all done very good 
work. I must not forget, and I am sure all members 
of the Advisoiy Council will agree with me, the 
ICA staff members, the Director of the Education 
Centre, Mr. Rana, his Joint Director, Dr. 
Dharm Vir, Mr. Lionel Gunawardana, Mr. Madane, 
and the various Swedish gentlemen who have been 
at one time or another attached to the Education 
Cen re and Regional Office. All of them have 
become well-known to the leaders of the Asian

M r. N . A . Kiilarojah o f  M alaysia  addressing the r.ueeting

Cooperative Movements and I feel that this is the 
opportunity to thank them for the very very good 
work that they have done for the Cooperative 
Movements in this Region.

At one time, the Regional Office was manned 
entirely by Indians except for a few Swedes, bnt 
soon we had Japanese, Ceylonese and, probably, 
in the not too distant future, we shall have staff 
members and specialists in one field or another 
from the various countries in the Region.

I should be failing in my duty if I did not, on 
behalf o f the members of the Advisory Council, 
thank the Swedish Government and the Swedish 
cooperators for their magnificient donation. In 
fact, we have been running this Centre and Regional 
Office almost entirely with their money and I 
would like the Regional Director to convey to 
them our thanks, expressed here on behalf o f the 
Advisory Council, for their genexosity and kind
ness and for providing facilities for us to get to
gether to learn of the cooperative movement, 
thereby helping in the expansion and development 
of the cooperative movement in our various 
countries.

As time has passed we too, o f the various 
movements, have felt that we should contribute 
and it was very heartening to hear today almost 
all the movements present in the Region have 
agreed to meet the local costs of all meetings, 
seminars and training courses. This is a step in the 
right direction. I hope in the not too distant 
future, in fact in the next few years, it should be 
possible for us, the Asian Movements including 
Australia, to contribute to the expenses of 
running this very useful organisation.

Thank you Mr. Chairman 
operators.

and Fellow Co-
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Address by Mr. H. Yanagida, of Japan 

on behalf of the ICA Agriculture Sub-Committee 

for South-East Asia

Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf o f the Agriculture Sub-Committee, 
it gives me great pleasure to extend congratulations 
to the ICA Regional Office and Education Centre 
on the completion o f 10 years of successful work. 
All cooperators in the Region are highly apprecia
tive of the great achievements which the Regional 
Office has attained during these 10 years. Prior to 
the establishment of the Regional Office, there was 
not much opportunity for Asian cooperators to 
meet together frequently at one place and discuss 
problems m a friendly manner with each other, 
like family members. With the establishment of 
the Regional Office, such opportunity has been 
made possible in ample measure. For the last 10 
years, most of the countries in the Region have been 
experien ing instability in agricultural production 
resulting in instability of the economic and social 
conditions of the people. Cooperatives had not 
been assigned an important role in the economic 
development of the developing countries ui the 
Region. However, now the situation has changed 
considerably. The social and economic conditions 
in the Region have progressed, the governments 
particularly have come to realize the importance 
of the cooperative movement and o f the resolution 
of the United Nations.

Looking back ai the ICA itself, it has m a n y  
valuable achievements. Starting with member 
education, the Regional Office has extended its 
activities in the field of international cooperative 
trade Due importance has been attached to the 
promotion of agricultural cooperation and to this 
end the Regional Office has established an Agri
culture Sub-Committee for South-East Asia. Most 
of the Movements in the Region have many things 
to do for their development. We have to under-

M r. / / .  Yonagiita o f Japan addressing the meeting.

S t a n d  that it takes a long time to reach an ad
vanced stage like that ol the European Movements.

I am convinced that there is no end to the 
development of the cooperative movement. The 
movements in the Region have to come closer to 
each other and it is my sincere hope they will 
continue to come still more close.

I should be failing in my duty it 1 do not make 
a special mention of that great cooperator, the 
late Professor Karve, who made a substantial 
contribution towards the development o f the 
cooperative movement, particularly by the Re
formulation of the Cooperative Principles.

May I once again extend my sincere thanks to 
the Regional Office for its excellent performance 
and to the Swedish Cooperative Movement for the 
support they have extended to the Regional Office 
during the last 10 years of its work.

Thank you.
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Address by Dr. D- R. Gadgil delivered on the occasion of the Tenth Anniversary of the ICA  
Regional Office & Education Centre and on the occasion of the unveiling of the portrait of Prof. 
D. G. Karve, on 17th February 1971.

Mr. President and friends,

I am very grateful indeed to the organisers of 
this function for having requested me to say a few 
words regarding Prof. D.G. Karve on this occasion. 
I met Prof. Karve first in 1923 but it was really 
from the time I came to Poona to the Gokhale 
Institute in 1930 that we began to work closely 
together, and I think, I could say that for the next 
37 years from 1930 to 1967, we worked closely 
together in most fields that were of interest to 
both of us. His and my field coincided almost 
perfectly and therefore I have had the good fortune 
of having him as a colleague in a number of 
interesting and important activities. This is not 
the occasfon to deal at length with Prof. Karve’s 
life and achievements but it would not be out of 
place to recall the many aspects o f his career.

Few know, perhaps, that he was primarily an 
educationist, then perhaps an economist. Later 
on he was very important in a large number of 
public affairs and as a cooperator. He had a 
brilliant academic career which had to be inter

rupted for part o f the time, in order that he may 
earn his own living during his college career. He 
lost his father at an early age and so in many ways 
he was an entirely self-made man. Though not in 
affluent circumstances, he elected at the outset of 
his career to join the institution called the Deccan 
Education Society—an insn'tution with which both 
Gokhale and Tilak had been associated, on terms 
which were well-known in economic terms, to be 
very scanty and meagre and he served the Fer- 
gusson College and other institutions o f the Deccan 
Education Society for 25 years from 1923, when he 
joined, to 1948. He held a variety of posts during 
that period. He was Professor o f Economics at 
the Fergusson College, he was Principal of the 
Sangli College and the Principal of the newly 
started Commerce College of the Deccan Education 
Society, and all through he was an extremely busy 
and very highly respected and loved teacher of 
economics. I should like to emphasize that in 
those days in which Prof Karve taught, the usual 
chore o f teaching that fell to a teacher in a college 
like that was of the order of 15-20 hours a week,

Dr D. R. Gaclgil addressing the meeting-
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and he managed to keep an interest in current 
economic developments in spite o f not only the 
heavy teaching duties, but other administrative 
duties which a Professor in a college like that had 
necessarily to shoulder. 1 remember many episodes 
when he was the Superintendent o f the hostels in 
the Fergusson College. He was by nature what 
you might call a disciplinarian and yet the cordia
lity of his relations with the students of his hostel 
was known to be quite remarkable.

One of the things that always impressed me 
about Prof Karve was the way he kept up not only 
interest in economic development, in the develop
ment of economic though', but also added certain 
investigational and research interest of his own to 
them. A book of his published in the early thirties 
on “Poverty and Population” dealt with a number 
of emerging ideas which, it is only now. are being 
vastly debated. It was not possible for him 'o 
follow up this trend but his interest in research 
work was so great that we always looked upon him 
as an honorary member o f the staff of the Gokhale 
Institute of Politics and Economics, and the 
assistance and help that I received from him in 
counsel and in represen ing the institute in other 
places has been much more than any member of 
the staff could have given.

After Prof. Karve left the Deccan Education 
Society, he successively was first the Editor o f the 
District Gazetteer that the Government of Bombay 
had started and now which has been recog
nised all over India and for which quite a subs- 
taniial grant is now being given It was pioneering 
work that he undertook. He was early mduced to 
leave it after about 3 years to take up and initiate 
another eKteremely important and pioneering work, 
which was establishment of the Programme Evalu
ation Organisation of the Planning Commission. 
He was the first Director of the Programme Evalu
ation Organisation of the Planning Commission 
and he has laid a very secure and sound basis for 
the extremely important work o f that organisation. 
He left Delhi and in doing this he created a record, 
for when he came to Delhi for a three-year period, 
everybody assured him that nobody leaves Delhi 
after the appointed period and that they would 
expect him to knock about the place for many 
more years to come, and he showed not only great 
determinarion but, in my opinion, a quality that, I 
suppose, all economists ought to have, which is 
the quality of directing your resources with proper 
and most fruitful direction, by leaving Delhi when 
he did. He then took on a number of assign
ments. He became deeply involved, much more 
deeply in Cooperation than ever before and took

A section o f  the distinguishsJ guests attending the Tenth Anniversary Celebrations •
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assignments which from the public point of view, 
are more important, such as that o f the Vice- 
Chairman of the State Bank of India, or being the 
Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank of India.

His work in Cooperation was initially started 
in cooperation and in collaboration with Vaikunth- 
bhai Mehta, and his first important assignment 
was with the >. ooperative Union o f Bombay State, 
so chiefly with cooperative education and publi
cation work in the cooperative field when he began 
his work. He later become Director of the Bombay 
State Cooperative Bank. He was the Chairman of 
the Crop Loan Evaluation Committee set up by the 
Bank and its report was on^ of the earliest reports 
on that entirely new and important experiment 
that was tried. Then with the programme of the 
Rural Credit Survey being accepted by the Govern
ment of Bombay, he became an extremely impor
tant proponent as well as one who actively imple
mented that programme, and his advocacy of it, 
his criticism o f it, and his review of its implemen
tation are remembered by many who have attended 
cooperative conferences in those days He was a 
member of the National Cooperative Development 
Corporation, and was, for a short time. Chairman 
of the Bombay State Cooperative Bank. An 
episode which fully brings out the many qu aliiies 
of Prof. Karve is the way he handled the extre
mely tricky business of division of assets, when 
out of the Bombay State Cooperative Bank with 
the re-organisation of provinces into states, two 
new cooperative banks had to be created. There 
was the Maharashtra State Cooperative Bank that 
came into being and the Gujarat State Cooperative 
Bank and we had on the Board almost equal le- 
presentation of both. It is a tribute not only to 
Professor Karve’s fairness which he had in full, 
'and to his sense of justice, but also to the way hr 
was able to handle men and the cordial personal 
relations that hj established wherever he went, that 
this was a single instance in which without a 
'dissensient voice, without a trace of bitterness, the 
whole business, the very complex business of dis
position and distribution of assets was unanimously 
arrived at well before the due date.

There are many qualities, one could talk of, of 
Prof. Karve, but I would like to emphasize only a 
few. One was his great clarity of thought. He 
was lucid in his expositions; he was very clear in 
his ideas. He knew what he wanted to be ; he 
knew where he wanted an institution to go or to 
do and was clear regarding the next step. He was 
in the tradition of Ranade and Gokhale—the old 
time liberal tradition, and right to the end, he kept 
very faithfully to that tradition and was one of the 
best exponents of that tradition. Though clear in 
his thinking and through firmly grounded in the 
principles o f economics and in the ideology of what 
may be called liberalism, which is really more 
Victorian liberalism—late Victorian liberalism— 
than anything else, though sound in ideology, he 
was also, which is another very important 
characteristic to be noted, an extremely practical 
man. He was a realist. He was full o f common- 
sense advice and if you really wanted in a complex 
situation a proper analysis and a proper direction

of the next step, there was never a better guide for 
you than Prof. Karve. He was surely and firmly 
on the ground all the time and, I think, his cordia
lity was such that he came only next to Vaikunth- 
bhai and to whom, in my knowledge, the epithet 
which was always applied to Vaikunthbhai, could 
be applied. Vaikunthbhai was called by his 
friends, “ Ajatasha ru” —a person whose opponent 
was not born, v/ho knew of no opponent. Now it 
would be wrong to class Prof. Karve entirely with 
Vaikunthbhai, because Prof. Karve had a rather 
keen sense of humour and there was a twinkle in 
his eyes when he said things which made you sus
pect that there might be some ironv behind his 
remarks. But whatever he said, he was suave, 
gentle, courteous, and he never hurt, and there
fore you found a great deal of cordiality wherever 
he went.

D r D. R. Cadgil arriving fo r  the meeting. Accompanying 
him is M r  P. E. Weeraman.

His ability to win friends, his ability to 
have cooperation and collaboration fully was 
shown in many o f his administra'ive duties. He 
was for a short time the Vice-Chancellor o f Poona 
University, and, as I said, with the Reserve Bank 
o f India and the State Bank of India. Though he 
did not actually conduct many cooperative busi
nesses, he was on Boards o f many, and he was an 
adviser whose advice and guidance was available 
to everybody. It was a profound shock to all of
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us, to me personally a very great shock indeed, to 
hear o f his sudden and. if 1 may so, looking to his 
state of health and the way he was conducting 
himself, premature death. It is a great loss ; it is 
a great loss to the Cooperative Movement in 
India. He had made his mark in the international 
scene by the vvay he conducted the chairmanship 
of the ICA Commission on Principles. There again, 
with both Russians and the Americans on the

same Commission, it was only Prof. Karve that 
could get a unanimous report on Principles out. 
It is not really proper for me to keep you very 
long. I could go on indefinitely, having known 
him, loved him and respected him as I did, but I 
merely again thank you and the authorities o f the 
ICA for giving me this opportunity to recall a 
few of the great qualities of my friend.

Address by Mr. P. E. Weerman,

ICA Regional Director for South-East Asia

Sir, Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

To complete the function of the portrait, I 
think it is my duty to thank first the member- 
organisations o f our Region for gifting to the ICA 
Regional Office this first-class portrait o f the late 
Prof. D.G. Karve. In fact, their keenness to do 
this job resulted in an over-subscription. I do hope 
that the contributors will not ask for a patronage 
dividend. I must also thank, or, rather, congratu
late the painter of this portrait who is here with us 
today, Mr. M.L. Dutta Gupta, (applause)

That, Sir, is the tribute paid by the member- 
organisations of the Region, and we in the ICA in 
our own humble way have thought o f paying 
tribute to our dear guide, philosopher and friend, 
by publishing this Commemoration Volume. This 
contains almost all the writings of the late Prof. 
D.G. Karve and we are very grateful to the Uni
versity o f Bombay, the Vaikunth Mehta Institute, 
and Gokhale Institute and in a very special way, to

Mr. V.D. Karve who is here with us—the son of 
Prof. Karve—for helping us to collect all this 
material and in the same breath I would thank the 
publishers o f the various articles for allowing us 
to put them all into this book. I also thank the 
Deputy Director of Publications, Mr. Lionel 
Gunawardana, and his able assistant, Mr. Daman 
Prakash, for the hard work they have put in to 
print this material.

Now, Sir, it is customary on an occassion such 
as this, to present the first copy of the publication 
to a worthy personage, and I think of no person 
more worthy of this humble tribute from the ICA 
than the lifelong friend and colleague o f the late 
Prof. D.G. Karve, the acknowledged doyen o f the 
Indian Cooperative Movement, (loud applause). 
I have, therefore, great pleasure in presenting this 
copy to you. Sir, Dr. Gadgil, with best wishes that 
you may be spared to us for many more decades 
to come, (loud applause.)
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Dr. M. BonoA

IC A  and the D evelopm ent o f Cooperative iVLovement*

Mr. Chairman, Your Excellencies, Ladies and 
Gentleman

It gives me great pleasure to address you on 
this occasion, the Tenth Anniversary celebrations 
of the ICA’s Regional Office & Education Centre 
for South-East Asia.

Founded in 1895, the International Coopera
tive Alliance is now over seventy-five years old. 
It is one o f the oldest of non-governmental inter
national organisations. Furthermore, ŵ ith a 
membership spread over 62 countries, and with 
affiliates serving over 255 million individual mem
bers o f cooperative societies at the primary level, 
the ICA is also the most widespread international 
non-governmental organisation.

In 1955, at the instance of the ICA, Dr. Keler, 
a well-known cooperator, made a study of the 
social and economic development needs of the 
Asian Region and recommended that attention to 
the development of the Cooperative Movement in 
Asia at close hand was indicated.

In 1958 some members o f the Executive Com
mittee of the ICA took part in the first multi
national cooperative conference in Asia held at 
Kuala Lumpur. The Asian Cooperative Move
ments present in Kuala Lumpur requested the 
ICA to set up a regional office in the region. This 
request was the basis for the positive decision 
taken by the ICA Congress of 1960 held at Lausan
ne.

At Kuala Lumpur the wish was also expressed, 
that an Education Centre should be established 
for collaboration between the movements inside 
the Region and between the region and movements 
in the industrialised countries. This request was 
timely for the Swedish Cooperative Movement, 
which at that time was considering ways and means 
to assist some cooperative development projects. As 
a result of this preparatory work, the Regional 
Office & Education Centre for South-East Asia 
was established. It was inaugurated by Pandit 
Nehru on November 14, 1960, his 71st birth anni
versary. On the same day, by the way, he opened 
the Lok Sabha and received the Head of Burma, 
who was on a state visit to India.

* Address by Dr. M auritz, Bonow President o f the ICA at 
the T enth  Anniversary celebrations of the ICA Regional 
Office & Education C entre for S.E. Asia, New Delhi held 
on 17th February 1971.

Since that time, the ICA has tried to render 
some service to this region in the fields of coopera
tive education and research, in respect of consulta
tion activities and international cooperative trade 
through its Regional Office and Education Centre 
for South-East Asia.

Seventy-five technical meetings such as Experts’ 
Conferences, Regional Seminars and Workshops, 
National Seminars and the like have been held 
and the total number o f participants of these 
meetings is almost 2,000. Twenty-five publica
tions, the result of these meetings as well as of 
individual research work, have been published by 
the Regional Office during this period.

The Regional Office-cum-Education Centre now 
serves thirteen countries, viz., Iran, Pakistan, 
Nepal, India, Ceylon, Malaysia, Singapore, Thai
land, Indonesia, the Philippines, the Republic of 
Korea, Japan and Australia. There is an Advisory 
Council composed of representatives of these coun
tries and an Agricultural Sub-Committee for this 
region, a sub-committee of the ICA Auxiliary 
Committee for Agriculture. The sub-committee 
has in turn set-up two Working Groups for Trade 
Promotion and Fisheries.

A beginning has been made in promoting co
operative trade across national boundaries. The 
Japanese Cooperative Agricultural Movement and 
the Thai Cooperative Movement have a trade 
agreement for the production of maize, an arrange
ment worthy o f emulation by other developed 
cooperative movements. Recently there has been 
an agreement between the National Agricultural 
Cooperative Marketing Federation of India and 
the UNICOOPJAPAN of Japan, and furthermore 
a few instances of trading between European and 
Asian movements, through the good offices o f the 
Regional Office.

Consultative services have been rendered by 
the specialists o f the Regional Office in the fields 
of Consumer Cooperation and Cooperative Edu
cation in India and Malaysia.

The Regional Office has been instrumental in 
obtaining assistance from the developed movements 
to the developing movements. The ICA itself has 
also been able to make some grants to the develop
ing movements trom its Development Fund.
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The President o f  the IC A, Dr. M auritz  Bonow, unveiling the portrait o f the late Professor D. G. Karve at the
ICA Regional Office on February 17, I97I.

The developing countries, quite naturally, want 
to make rapid social and economic progress. As 
a result, in many countries plans for economic 
development have been drawn up. We have with 
us Prof. D.R. Gadgil who is the Vice-Chairman of 
exceedingly important Indian Planning Commis
sion. When one is concerned with overall social 
and economic development, it is perhaps inevita
ble that in one’s enthusiasm to achieve the desired 
rate of economic growth voluntary organisations 
like the cooperatives are brought within the frame
work of economic plans. I am aware that this 
situation sometimes gives rise to problems. When 
financial assistance is extended by the State, it is

inevitable that some control would result. Such 
funds come from the national exchequer and the 
government is responsible to the people through 
the parliament to ensure that the funds are duly 
accounted for. I am aware that a number of new 
and very significant activities, not the least in the 
field of cooperative credit, have been generated as 
a result of this approach. However, it is, I think, 
absolutely essential that the long-term objective 
of making the cooperative movement an indepen
dent and autonomous one is kept constantly in 
mind. We would have mistaken the casket for 
the gem if we were to perpetuate an arrangement 
whereby the initiative and the democratic character
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of the cooperative movement would be impaired. 
In the ultimate analysis, it is the vitality of the 
people o f country which determines progress. 
Legislation, especially cooperative legislation 
should provide the framework within which 
people’s capacity to bring about the desired chan
ge is enhanced. If the net result of legislation is 
to thwart this tendency, I am afraid, we would 
have done more harm than good. The pace of 
social change in a number of developing count
ries, including India, has quickened during the 
past two decades and cooperative legislation should 
have, among others, the function of smoothing 
the tensions which inevitably arise in a phase of 
rapid social change. Please excuse me for having 
enlarged somewhat on this point, but J say this 
in the spirit o f making some constructive, if 
general, comments on the situation which charac
terises a number of developing countries.

May I now, Mr. Chairman, turn to some other 
international developments which may be relevant 
at this stage.

As the Cooperative Movement’s specific contri
bution to the achievement of the goals and objec
tives of the Second Development Decade o f the 
United Nations, the ICA has declared the decade 
of the “ Seventies” (1971-80) as the Cooperative 
Development Decade, a period of enhanced co
operative activity. The first two years are mainly 
to be a period of planning and the eight years 
following are to be a period of vigorous imple
mentation. In this connection we had planned to 
organise a Conferen. e of Top-Level Cooperative 
Leaders in the South-East Asian Region, which 
however, had to be postponed.

U Thant, the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, has welcomed the ICA’s decision to desig
nate the decade of the “Seventies"’ as the Cooper
ative Development Decade. I quote from his 
message to the ICA ; “ By mobilizing the many 
cooperative organisations throughout the world 
to stimulate the development of cooperative move
ments in the developing countries, you will be 
making a greatly needed contribution to the imple
mentation of the goals of the Second United 
Nations Development Decade.”

Obviously public interest in promoting coope- 
atives in the developing countries does not date 
from 1st January 1971. The Cooperative Develop
ment Decade follows a long period o f evolution 
of development strategy—both in general and in 
respect of the cooperative sector.

There has been a distinct change in recent years 
in general development theory and practice. The 
stress IS now on utilization o f local materials, on 
decentralized industries, on appropriate technolo
gy, on providing employment in rural communi
ties and retarding the population flow to cities, 
and above all, developing and mobilizing human 
resources. Within this development strategy, we 
see a greater opportunity for cooperatives to be 
one of the vital instruments o f economic develop
ment.

The Cooperative Development Decade is timely 
also from the poin of view of ICA’s historical 
development. In the first half o f the century, the 
activities of the ICA were largely confined to the 
developed world. Since the Second World War, 
the needs of the developing countries have played 
an increasing part in the deliberations of the 
Alliance. Our growing membership includes a 
progressively higher proportion from these count
ries, This orientation resulted in the adoption of 
a Long-Term Programme of Technical Assistance 
by the 21st Congress at Lausanne in 1960, and the 
subsequent establishment of ICA Regional Offices 
for South-East Asia and for East and Central 
Africa and a close relationship with the Organisa
tion o f the Cooperatives o f  America (OCA). 
Moreover, a number o f our national movements 
have mounted significant programmes of aid to 
cooperatives on a bilateral basis. Thus a sound 
base has been formed from which to launch the 
new ten-year programme of cooperative develop
ment.

Specific developments which gave rise to the 
concept of the Cooperative Development Decade 
were the ILO Recommendation No. 127 of 1966, 
the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 
2459/XXIV of December 1968 and the Resolution 
(No 1413 of June 1969) adopted by the Economic 
and Social Council o f the United Nations.

The ILO Resolution characterised cooperatives 
as “ important instruments of economic, social and 
cultural development as well as human advance
ment in developing countries.” The United 
Nations General Assembly stressed the important 
role o f cooperatives in economic and social develop
ment and urged its member States to increase their 
help to cooperatives in the developing countries 
and requested the ILO and other U.N. Specialised 
Agencies and the ICA to assist in implementing 
the resolution. Six months later the Economic 
and Social Council decided to undertake an 
assessment of the contribution which the coopera
tive movement can make to the achievement of 
the goals and objectives o f the Second Develop
ment Decade. The comprehensive report of the 
Secretary-General on “ the role o f the Cooperative 
Movement in the achievement of the goals and 
objrctives of the Second Development Decade” is 
indeed evidence of the real support that the coope
rative movement has from the United Nations and 
its Economic and Social Council as well as from 
the FAO, ILO and UNESCO. The Secretary- 
General o f the United Nations has been asked to 
submit, in collaboration with the ICA, a reporf on 
a practical coordinated action programme o' coop
erative development by 1972.

The ICA at its 24th Congress in Septemb;‘r
1969 at Hamburg adopted a resolution warmly 
welcoming the initiative of the United Nations and 
its Specialised Agencies and requested the adminis
trative organs of the Alliarce to prepare a pro
gramme for implementing those recommendations. 
It is as a direct consequence of this resolution that 
the Executive Committee at its meetmg in January
1970 decided to embark on a ten-years programme

14 ICA REGIONAL BULLETIN



of enhanced activity in the developing countries 
to be known as the Cooperative Development 
Decade. This decision was confirmed by the 
Central Committee at its meeting in October 1970.

This leads me to the question; W ose responsi
bility is the Cooperative Development Decade? 
Th: ICA’s objective in launching the Decade is to 
ensure the growth of cooperatives as instruments 
of economic and social development.

The leading role of the Cooperative Develop
ment Decade falls naturally on the cooperators 
themselves. Cooperators must be prepared to 
provide the leadership, the “ know-how” and the 
spirit of mutual aid. Therefore, any help which 
cooperative organisatioi s themselves can muster 
in money or in expertise is very important. Such 
help from cooperatives would be a symbol o f  
mutual aid on a volumary basis. The human and 
cooperative links between people are of even grea
ter significance than material help. I am of 
course aware that cooperative movements in advan
ced countries are working under highly competi
tive conditions and, for providing support to our 
overseas friends on a massive scale cooierative 
expertise should be married to goverment finance 
from advanced countries. This is the way lo 
achieve a real impact.

Cooperators in the developing countries them
selves have much to offer to movemen'S within 
these same countries by way o f experience gained 
over the years. Firstly, their help is necessary to 
identify the technical assistance needs of the co
operatives in their countries and to bring their 
cooperative planning into line with 'he national 
development plans of their governments as w'ell as 
to coordinate their technical assistance requests 
with those of their governments. Secondly, it 
will be appropriate for national cooperative move 
ments of the developing countries to make some, 
even if token, contribution to intern tional coop
erative development efforts Although large sums 
are not expected, the principle of such contribu
tions emphasizes the value of mutual aid.

I have spoken at some length on the Coopera
tive Development Decade and the ways in which 
activities under this umbrella could be intensi
fied for the development of cooperative movements 
in the third world. The crucial area for the entire 
development process must be the human resources 
anailable within these countries. It is the mobili
sation and utilization of human resources which 
will determine whether the larger part o f the world 
would live in poverty or whether the differences 
between the advanced and the developing countri
es would be narrowed to allow for a more harmo
nious world order. It is significant to note that

the F.A.O. and the I.L.O. in their current program
mes have given the greatest importance to this 
particular area of development. It has been noted 
that given the somewhat outmoded social structure, 
often the increase in the Gross National Product 
helps to heighten tensions thus rendering develop
ment transitory. The cooperative form of organi
sation by virtue of the principles in which it is 
anchored ensures, provided it is being developed 
in a progressive political and social framework, 
that the largest amount of local initiative is exe rci- 
sed to increase the returns and furthermore that 
they could be distributed in an equitable and 
justifiable manner. If one were to summarise the 
outstanding objective of Prof. D. G. Karve’s 
multi-sided activities. 1 think, one can safely say 
that economic progress without undue social 
stress was the ideal he kept before himself. It was 
in order to achieve this objective that he worked 
untiringly throughout his life in a number of 
important areas to promote economic development 
and social progress.

D r M auriiz Bonow with Mr, V. D Karve ( Professor 
D.G Karve's son)

May I in conclusion say how very grateful we 
are to the cooperative movement and to the 
Government of India and of course, to the coop
erative movements in the Region o f South-East 
Asia for the sustained support they have given to 
our work. And 1 would say this : Whatever small 
contribution the ICA has been able to make to 
cooperative development is due to the advice and 
the wise counsel of our member organisations, of 
our Advisory Council which was chaired once by 
Prof. D. G. Karve and now by Mr. B. Venkatap- 
piah.

I thank you once again.
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Address by Mr. B. Venkatappiah, Chairman, ICA Advisory Council for South-East Asia

Dr. Bonow, Dr. Gadgil, Your Excellencies, 
"ladies and gentlemen,

I will dispense with the loudspeaker because I 
find that usually my voice carries, though it does 
not always carry the Advisory Cojncil with it, 
when I preside over the Council. I am sure you 
will agree with me that it will be wholly redundant 
for me to add anything to two such expositions as 
you have had this evening by the two eminent 
people sitting on either side o f me. One on Co
operation in the twin context o f national and in
ternational developments by Dr. Bonow, than 
whom there can be no'better authority on this 
complex o f subjects, and the other on one who 
guided, among other things, the destinies of this 
institution over a crucial period, the late Prof. 
Karve, by his lifelong friend, as it has been said, 
Dr. Gadgil.

We are greatly benefited, Dr. Bonow and Dr. 
Gadgil, by what you have told us today. This 
will be an evening which « e in this office and the

Advisory Council will remember for a very long 
time, and I am sure I speak for my colleagues, all 
o f us, when I say this. We are proud that a record 
of 10 years is already behind us and you. Dr. 
Bonow, reminded us that there is also the fact that 
this marks practically the beginning o f another 10 
years, in international terms, the beginning of the 
“Cooperative Development Decade” .

We have had the pleasure o f seeing 
a fine portrait of the late Prof. Karve, and may 
I add that we have had the privilege o f there being 
presented to us another portrait in memorable words 
by Dr. Gadgil—a memorable portrait o f a great 
gentleman and a great Cooperator.

As I said, it is hardly appropriate that I sho.uld 
add anything at all to what has been said here in 
this forum this evening and I shall only take this 
opportunity of recording our deep sense of appreci
ation of what we have heard today.

Thank you very much.
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Vote of thanks proposed by Mr. P. E. Weeraman

Sir, Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,

It is my very great pleasure to move a vote of 
thanks. I wish to thank first and foremost, their 
ExcellenciiS, the High Commissioners for Ceylon, 
Malaysia and Singapore and the Counsul-General, 
Dr. Choi, of the Republic of Korea, for their 
presence here this evening. It is very important 
for us that our work in their countries is brought 
to their notice at least in this way. W'e have also 
with us Count Bielke, the Counsellor of the 
Swedish Embassy, on behalf of His Excellency, 
Count Lowenhaupt who has sent me a letter 
personally regretting his unavoidable absence. We 
are grateful to you fo r  your presence here, Count 
Bielke. We are also very grateful for the presence 
of Mr. Bernard Tilakaratne, the Deputy High 
Commissioner for Ceylon, and Mrs. Tilakaratne, 
Dr. Gunaratne, the Regional Director for South- 
East Asia o f the W.H.O. and Mrs. Gunaratne, Mr. 
& Mrs. Sankara Narayanan, the ILO Deputy 
Director and Mrs. Narayanan, the Secretary- 
General of AARRO, Mr. Krishan Chand, Mr. 
Mathur o f the ICFTU, and a host o f top level 
officials o f the Government o f India led by the 
Secretary to the Department o f Cooperation, Mr.

Quraishi. I do not wish to go into details 'be
cause the hour is late, but I must say that this is a 
most representative gathering. Ten of the thirteen 
countries we serve are represented here from Iran 
to Australia and we are very grateful to those 
representatives for their presence here. Most of 
the important cooperative organisations o f India 
are represented here and we are very grateful to 
them and. Sir, we are in a special way indebted to 
you, who have been the Chairman of our Advi.sory 
Council, a worthy successor to Prof. D.G. Karve. 
I think. Sir, we have to express this in some tangi
ble fofm, but I have nothing here at my disposal 
but to offer you the second copy of this Commemo
ration Volume. 1 can assure you. Sir, that though 
this is too little payment for so great a debt this 
is “parvum non parvae amicitiae pignus", a small 
token of no small regard.

And, you. Your Excellencies, ladies and gentle
men, I wish to thank you from the bottom o f my 
heart for your kind presence here this evening. I 
can assure you that you have given us great 
encouragement to accelerate our efforts to keep the 
torch of Cooperation aflame.

Thank you.
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ICA Executive Meeting in Delhi

ICA Executive Committee in session.

The meeting of the Executive Committee o f the 
International Cooperative Alliance was held on 
23rd & 24th February 1971 at the Office of the ICA 
Regional Office & Education Centre for South-East 
Asia, New Delhi.

The meeting, which was presided over by Dr. 
Mauritz Bonow, President of the ICA, was 
attended by the following members :

1. Sir Robert Southern, Vice-President, ICA, 
U.K.

2. Mr. A. I. Krasheninnikov, U.S.S.R.

3. Dr. Stanley Dreyer, U.S.A.

4. Mr. Jorma Jalava, Finland.

5. Mr. Roger Kerinec, France.

6. Mr. Y. Danaeu, Canada.

7. Dr. Robert Kohler, Switzerland.

8. Hon’ble Mr. J. A. Mhaville, Tanzania.

9. Dr. Carl Wiederkehr, West Germany.

10. Mr. Josef Podlipny, Czechoslovakia.

11. Mr. V. N. Puri, India.
12. Mr. Peder Soiland, Norway.
13. Mr. H. W. Whitehead, U.K.
The Executive Committee was honoured by the 

Government of India through a reception by the 
President o f India, Mr. V. V. Giri, at the President’s 
House.

Dr. S. K. Saxena, Director o f ihe Alliance, 
Mr. R.P.B. Davies, Secretary for Administration, 
ICA London, and Mr. P. E. Weeraman, ICA 
Regional Director for South-East Asia, also 
attended the meeting.

The meetings o f the ICA Development Com
mittee and Executive Sub-Committee were held 
prior to the meeting of the Executive Committee.
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M r B. Venkatnppiah, Chairman, addressing the ICA Advisory Council fo r  South-East Asia on its opening day.

ICA ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING

The Twelfth Meeting of the Advisory Council 
of the ICA Regional Office & Education Centre 
for South-East Asia was held in New Delhi on 
February 17 and 18, 1971. The meeting was pre
sided over by Mr. B. Venkatappiah, Chairman of 
the Council. The Council reviewed the activities 
of the Regional Office & Education Centre during 
the last year and approved the programme of work 
for the year 1971-72.

The following^ members of the Council attended 
the meeting : ’

1. Mr. I. H. Hunter, Australia.

2. Mr. K. W. Devanayagam, Ceylon.

3. Yuvaraj Udaybhansinhji, India.

4. Mr. J. Sassani, Iran.

5. Mr. H. Yanagida, Japan.

6. Mr. Dong Hoo Joh, Republic of Korea.

7. Mr. N. A. Kularajah, Malaysia.

8. Mr. Mak Kam Heng, Singapore.

9. Col. Surin Cholpraserd, Thailand.
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AGRICULTURE SUB COMMITTEE MEETING

The Fifth Meeting of the Agriculture Sub
com m ittee for South-East Asia was held in New 
Delhi on 15th and 16th February, 1971. The 
meeting was presided over by Mr. H. Yanagida, 
Chairman of the Sub-Committee.

M r K. Dc'vaiiayagani ,)f Ceylon addressing the Fisheries 
Group. On his left are M r P. Lacour, Chairman o f the 
ICA Fisheries Suh-Contmittee o f the IC A  Auxiliary  
Con'.mittee on Agriculture, M r P. E. Weeraman and M r  

.V/. V. Madane o f the ICA Regional Office.

The following members attended the meeting :
1. Mr. I. H. Hunter, Australia.
2. Mr. V. N. Puri. India.
3. Mr. K. \V. Devanayagam, Ceylon.
4. Mr. Dong Hoo .loh, Republic of Korea.
5. Mr. N. A. Kularajah, Malaysia.
6. Mr. R. Nonaka, Japan.

AGRICULTURE SUB COMMITTEE 
RENAMED

The ICA Agriculture Sub-Committee has been 
renamed a s ' ‘ICA Sub-Commiitee for Agriculture 
and Trade” . Decision to this effect was taken at 
the meeting of the Sub-Committee held at 
]\ew  Delhi during February 1971 in view o f the 
growing importance being given to problems con
cerning trade in its deliberations.
MADANE APPOINTED SECRETARY OF THE 
ICA AGRICULTURE SUB COMMITTEE

Mr. M. V. Madane, Joint Director, Technical 
Assistance and Trade was appointed as Secretary 
of the ICA Agriculture Sub-Committee for South- 
East .Asia at its meeting held in New Delhi last 
month. Until recently the post of the Secretary 
was held by Mr. Shiro Futagami who has since 
returned to .lapan.

Mr. Madane will also work as Secretary for the 
newly formed Sub-Groups of the Sub-Committei 
viz.. Working Group for Trade Promotion and the 
Fishery Sub-Group.
AGRICULTURE SUB COMMITTEE 
DISCUSSES MARKETING SURVEY REPORT

The ICA Agriculture Sub-Committee at its 
meeting held in New Delhi on 15th and 16th

February, 1971 discussed the Report of the Survey 
of Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Projects 
in South-East Asia conducted in Australia, 
India and Indonesia. The Members of the Sub
com mittee felt that the Survey recommend
ations have opened up a new area for agricultural 
development in the Region and the cooperative 
organisations in the countries should take imme
diate steps for following up the recommendations 
on their own as well as in collaboration witti their 
respective governments. The Sub-Committee 
hoped that the Survey will assist the cooperatives 
in the Region in their role of achieving the 
objectives of Cooperative Development Decade.

Survey in other countries

It was decided to conduct the Second part of 
the Survey during September-October, 1971 for 
Ceylon, Iran and the Republic of Korea. This 
Survey will be in respect of Agricultural Coopera
tive Marketing Projects in general pertaining to all 
the commodities in which the national cooperative 
organisations would have an interest in developing 
marketing activity. The Team for the second part 
of the Survey should consist of three experts, one 
from the ICA. one from Australia and the one 
from a third country.

The Members of the Committee emphasised the 
need for adequate preparations for the future 
survey before the visits o f the Study Team to ihe 
res^pective countries.

IDACA BOARD MEETING
The meeting of the Board of Advisers of IDACA  

the Institute for the Development of Agricultural 
Cooperative in Asia, Tokyo was held in New

M r H . Yanagida addressing the ID ACA Board Meeting.

Delhi on 19th February. 1971. Mr. P. E. Weera- 
man, ICA Regional Director for South-East Asia 
was re-elected Chairman of the meeting. The 
Board discussed the programme of activities of 
the IDACA for the year 1971-72 and 1972-73.
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N C U l Education Conference

D r. Bonow U nderlines im portance o f C ooperative E ducation

Dr. Mauritz Bonow, President of the Inter
national Cooperative Alliance, inaugurated, on 
February 16, 1971, the All-India Cooperative 
Education Conference hfeld in New Delhi by the 
National Cooperative Union of India. Inaugura
ting the Conference Dr. Mauritz Bonow said 
“Cooperative Education work is essential in all 
countries whether they are highly industrialised or 
developing countries. But in the developing 
countries, I think, cooperative education has a 
still greater role to play than in the industrialised 
countries.”

The Conference was attended by the Executive 
Cooperative Education Officers, Lady Education 
Officers and other supervisory staff of the State 
Cooperative Unions, the Zonal Education Officers 
of the NCUI, the Principal and teaching staff of 
the All India Cooperative Education Instructors 
Training Centre, and representatives of the 
Government of India, State Governments and the 
International Cooperative Alliance. In all 40 
persons participated in the three-day conference.

In his presidential remarks Yuvaraj Udaybhan- 
sinhji. President of the NCUI said that education 
is a process which is not static but dynamic. 
Referring to the recommendations of the ICA 
Commission on Cooperative Principles, the NCUI 
President said that education is one o f the princi
ples o f  cooperation. “ If we really treat it as such 
and if we devote proper attention to education, 
our work will certainly be more efffctive and we 
will be able to serve the people in a better way,” 
he said.

Earlier, Dr. R. C. Dvvivedi, Director of the 
NCUI welcomed the ICA President and partici
pants to the Conference.

Proposing a vote of thanks, Mr. J. .M. Mulani, 
Executive Officer of the Gujarat State Cooperative 
Union Limited said that it is indeed a unique 
privilege for all present in this conference and for 
the Indian Cooperative Movement in general that 
it is for the first time that Dr. Mauritz Bonow the 
President o f the ICA is participating in all India 
conference on Cooperative education, which is 
being held at a time when the cooperative move
ment is entering the cooperative development 
decade.

Referring to the work of the ICA in South-East 
Asia, and the contribution made by the Swedish 
Cooperative Movement to support the activities of

A t’iew o f the participants attending the Conference.

the IC A Regional Office and Education Centre for 
South-East Asia, Mr. Mulani said that under 
Dr. Bonow’s dynamic leadership the Swedish Co
operative Movement has been making valuable 
contribution towards financing the regional office 
out of “ Without Boundaries Fund” . This itself 
is an evidence of his whole-hearted devotion to the 
principles o f coop>eration and his un-shakable 
conviction in making determined efforts for the 
growth and development of cooperative movement 
in developing countries.

Delivering the valedictory address to the Con
ference, Mr. R.P.B. Davies of the ICA pointed 
out that the educators were obsessed with coope
rative ideology and cooperative principles. Co
operative Movement being an economic movement 
first and foremost, practical and operational side 
should be duly highlighted. He emphasised the 
role o f the business federations and suggested that 
the educators should underline more heavily the 
involvement of business federations.

(Text of Dr. Mauritz Bonow’s speech follows.)
“ First o f all I would like to congratulate Yuvaraj 

Udaybhansinhji for the award o f “ PADMA  
SHRI” which has been bestowed on him by the 
President of India. This award is not only a 
recognition of the fine work done by the Yuvaraj 
for the cooperative movement, but it also indicates 
I believe, the importance which the Government o f  
India attaches to cooperative development work.
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I would like to thank the National Cooperative 
Union o f India for inviting me to inaugurate this 
Conference of Cooperative Education Officers 
working in various parts o f India. This is a great 
honour bestowed upon me and I am indeed very 
happy to be here since I regard cooperative edu
cation as o f vital importance for cooperative 
development. The International Cooperative 
Alliance attaches very great significance to coope
rative education activities. In fact, cooperative 
education has recently been reconfirmed by the 
ICA Congress as one o f the basic cooperative 
principles. Cooperative education work is essential 
in all countries whether they are highly indus

trialized or developing countries. But in the deve
loping countries, I think, cooperative, education 
has a still greater role to play than in the indus
trialized countries. Firstly, the cooperative so
cieties have to be organised in new places and in 
new fields o f economic activity so that the benefits 
of cooperative action could be derived by people 
of ordinary means in all walks of life. The coope
rative form of enterprise has in several newly 
developing countries been used to serve also such 
needs which in some industrialized countries are 
being looked after by public authorities, be it on 
the federal, the state or municipal levels. I am 
aware that in India considerable progress has been 
made especially in the field of agricultural coope
ratives. You have built up in this country a well 
designed and efifective structure o f cooperative 
credit in several States o f India and you also have 
outstanding examples in the field o f cooperative 
marketing and processing such as your cooperative 
sugar factories and your Amul Dairy located at 
Anand. However, there are still areas where the 
cooperative movement needs to be strengthened 
and you know about these areas more than I do. I 
think that with the rapid growth o f industriali
zation and urbanization in India, you would also 
need to build up a sound consumers cooperative 
movement and an efifective cooperative housing 
movement. Food and shelter are two important 
items in the life of an ordinary individual. A 
strong consumers cooperative movement and a 
housing movement can contribute a great deal in 
providing these basic necessities o f life to the 
industrial workers and the middle income groups 
at reasonable prices.

With the present trends in respect of population 
increase especially in the developing countries and 
the insufficient global growth rate in respect of 
agricultural and industrial production the augmen
tation o f the standard o f living for vast strata of 
the world population is far too slow £irrd“tOo lov/. 
A still more adverse aspect o f the imbalance bet
ween population and production is the grave risks 
foreseen in terms of an enormous increase of un
employment and under-employment in the next 
decades, unless effective counter measures are not 
taken nationally and internationally in the near 
future. President Giri has in a recently published 
book with the title “ Jobs for our m illions” 
analysed this vast complex o f problems in the 
Indian context in a most interesting way. He has 
come to the conclusion that all the different co

operative forms o f enterprise beside governmental 
agencies have a vital role to play in order to 
promote economic and social development. With
out cooperation, built on the principles o f self-help 
and mutuality the essential human resources the 
millions o f unemployed and underemployed—could 
hardly be mobilized for the development work 
which is so urgently needed.

We have, however, to realize that a sound and 
stable expansion of the cooperative form of 
enterprise has as an absolute necessary precon
dition the elaboration and efficient implementation 
of a vast educational and training programme 
for all categories of cooperators. We in the 
industrialized countries have gradually developed 
our cooperative movements according to the trial 
and error method if I may use this expression. In 
many of our movements we have sometimes had 
to pay a very high price for neglecting the proper 
education and training of our cadres, in spite of 
the fact that this very principle was acknowledged 
already by the Rochdale Pioneers. When now a- 
days our organisations in the industrialized 
countries have integrated their activities, and have 
become much larger enterprises, the need for 
education and training is, if possible, even more 
important.

In the developing countries, you have now to 
prepare your members in general and especially 
your committee members in the parliamentary 
practices and in the democratic management of 
your cooperative organisations in a great many 
cases as cooperative organisations are being newly 
organised. I am also aware that in many deve
loping countries, it is the government which 
promotes, sponsors and assists in organising co
operative societies. Cooperative development 
often takes place at the initiative o f  the govern
ment. This is understandable perhaps, an even un
avoidable as it speeds up cooperative progress 
However, in order that cooperative enterprises 
shall develop as genuine cooperative organisations, 
functioning on a fully democratic basis, it is 
essential that the members realize fully the 
character of cooperative organisations and the 
importance o f managing them themselves through 
their elected leaders. Cooperative education, in 
my view, in the developing countries is a very 
challenging task and I would like to extend to you 
my best wishes in this important work which you 
are carrying out under conditions which are 
exceedingly complex.

I am informed that in India you have a large 
education programme with over. 60.0_c;Qoperative 
instructors working in more than 325 districts of 
your country. Every year, I am told, you educate 
about 150,000 members o f managing committees 
and 13 or 14 thousand secretaries and managers of 
societies at the grass roots level. This effort is 
being carried out by the Cooperative Unions for 
which funds are partly raised from the cooperative 
movement itself and for which the government also 
gives grants. I am happy that the Central and 
State Governments appreciate the great value of 
cooperative education programmes and provide
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substantial financial assistance. The funds given 
by governments are of course very important at 
initial stages of development. But it must always 
be the aim to build up in course of time, sufficient 
financial strength in cooperative movements them
selves to carry on the educational programmes on 
their own steam.

In the cooperative organisational set-up which 
you have in your country, you have to a certain 
extent followed the British pattern so that on one 
side you have cooperative business federations for 
commercial activities and cooperative unions 
on the other for idiological and educational 
activities.. In my country, in Sweden, like in 
most countries of the European continent, we 
have a unified set-up under which the coopera
tive union and the business federation are united 
in a single organisation. I do not want to 
comment on the merits or demerits o f either of 
the two systems. A system has of course to be 
developed which will suit the local requirements. 
It is, however, o f  utmost importance that in 
carrying out cooperative education work, there is 
the greatest possible collaboration or even integ
ration between the cooperative unions and the 
cooperative business federations. Firstly it is 
important that cooperative education should be 
not merely ideological, but should also be directly 
related to the current problems and development 
programmes of cooperative organisations in the 
commercial field. Only then would members 
support by way o f capital and patronage the co
operatives educational organisations and contri
bute effectively to their growth. Secondly, an 
approach o f this nature would demonstrate very 
effectively the value o f cooperative education to 
cooperative business federations and they in turn 
will finance and otherwise support cooperative 
education programmes. I am strongly under
lining this point because I have seen in many 
developing countries that there is great emphasis 
placed on--ideological education while education in 
business matters, management and staff training is 
relatively neglected. But how can you expect our 
cooperative enterprises to be eflSciently run and 
thus give optimal results for their members if our 
employees, our managers and staff and our office
bearers are not fully capable to perform their 
different tasks ?

Based on my experience in Scandinavia and in 
the education work in some developing countries, 
■I would like to make a few remarks about local 
educational work. One o f the problems in local 
education work is how to reach effectively a large 
number of members, committee members, 
secretaries and paid employees of primary so  ̂
cieties. The traditional approach o f organising 
meetings or training courses has its own value. 
However, since the resources—both financial and 
personnel for education purposes are usually 
limited, i t is  something of a “ must” to find more 
efficient methods by which the above groups can 
be reached. In this connection, I would like to 
refer to the system o f correspondence courses, 
discussions groups and study circles carried out 
through printed material as well as through radio

broadcasts. A systematic development of these 
techniques will facilitate the maximum use of our 
limited resources. I know that combination o f  
various information media is already being used 
here in India e.g,, in respect o f agricultural ex
tension actiuities. I am also aware that with 
the help o f our Regional Office and Education 
Centre as well as with the assistance o f the U. S. 
Cooperative League, some experiments in study 
circles were carried out and that the study circle 
programme is being continued in a few States of 
India. We in Scandinavia have used the study 
circle technique very effectively for training an 
elite groiip- of members, committee members and 
junior employees of primary societies. I might 
further mention that through collaboration with 
the ICA Regional Office and Education Centre for 
East and Central Africa and the combined use of 
oral courses, correspondence courses for study 
circles and radio tuition in various cooperative 
syllabi, excellent results have been achieved. I 
would therefore suggest tha" such combined and 
coordinated study activities may also with advant
age be included in your member education pro
gramme.

We from the International Cooperative Alliance 
have been very interested in establishing a close 
collaboration with the cooperative movement in 
India and other movements in the Region in 
respect o f their educational activities. Soon after 
the establishment of the ICA Regional Office and 
Education Centre, the Centre collaborated with 
the National Cooperative Union o f India in con
ducting two Cooperative Education Officer’s con
ferences in 1961 and 1962. Education personnel 
of your movement have also participated in the 
regional seminars and conferences organised on 
the subject of cooperative education. Our Edu
cation Centre has also trained, somewhat inten
sively, a few cooperative educators under our 
Fellowship Programme, and it has produced some 
manuals and hand-books for cooperative education 
work. During the current year, the Regional 
Office and Education Centre has started, in colla
boration with the National Union, a field project 
on cooperative education in Indore district in 
Madhya Pradesh State. This project has been 
designed for the purpose o f experimenting with 
and demonstrating successfull approachs and 
techniques in local education work. I look upon 
this project as an important one. We in the ICA 
are happy that the various cooperative organi
sations at the state and district levels are actively 
collaborating with our Centre in specific project^. 
In outlining these various activities my purpose 
has been to tell you that the ICA Regional Office 
and Education Centre within the limits o f its 
resources is always prepared to give all possible 
assistance to cooperative education work in India.

I sincerely hope that the deliberations of your 
Conference will give you many important guide
lines for your future work and that you will have a 
very fruitful exchange o f views amongst your
selves. I wish you all success and declare the 
Conference open.”
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Bonoil' Himoitred hy MM hi CooperaU$rs
An impressive function to welcome Dr. Mauritz 

Bonow President and members of the Executive 
Committee of the International Cooperative 
Alliance, was held by the Delhi State Cooperative 
Union and the Delhi State Cooperative Bank 
Limited on behalf of Cooperators of Delhi on 24th 
February 1971.

Presenting the Welcome Address, Mr. Nidhan 
Singh. Honorary Secretary of the Delhi 
State Cooperative Bank Limited, said, “The 
Regional Office and Education Centre has done 
some excellent work in bringing closer the 
cooperative movements of various S-E Asian 
countries, in carrying out intensively educational 
activities and in promoting cooperation among 
cooperatives in the Re ion. However, it must be 
pointed out that the gulf b'nween the developing and 
the advanced countries continues to remam wide. 
The Cooperators of Delhi are hopeful that during 
this decade serious attempts w ill be made to bridge 
this gulf. May we perhaps venture to suggest that 
the cooperative movements in advanced countries 
may earmark 1 percent o f their surplus for assis
tance to the movements in the developing countries, 
as has been urged to the member countries by the 
United Nations.

“ We would like to express our deep sense of 
appreciation and gratitude to the Swedish Coope
rative Movement which under ihe able and far
sighted leadership o f Dr. Mauritz Bonow, has 
made and is continuing to make substantial contri
butions for cooperative development work in the 
Region of South-East Asia. It has been a matter 
of great importance that an outstanding leader of 
the stature of Dr. Mauritz Bonow was elected to 
the Presidentship of the Alliance in 1960 and that 
he guided its destiny for over ten years During 
Dr. Bonow’s tenure of office, the Alliance has 
continued to widen and deepen its activities for 
the promotion o f coopera'ivc movements in the 
third world and thus has successfully attempted to 
make the Alliance a powerful force in bringing 
hope and confidence to the poverty-stricken mi lions 
in the developing countries. We, the Cooperators 
of Delhi, deem it our proud privilege to have in our 
midst such an eminent personality and we earnestly 
hope that his leadership will be availabe to the 
International Cooperative Movement for many 
more years to come.

“ The Cooperators of Delhi have maintained 
close relationship with the Regional Office and 
Education Centre of the ICA since its inception.

D r M auritz  Bonow and the members o f Ihe IC A  Execi'th'e Committee at the reception organised by the
Cooperators o f Delhi.
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In Delhi, we have a large number o f urban credit, 
transport, housing, consumers, artisanal and wor
kers’ owned industrial cooperative societies, besides 
rural multipurpose cooperatives. In a Metropoli
tan City, urban cooperatives attempt to provide 
their members with various basic amenities. The 
problems of Delh;, having a population of six 
million are eclipsed by the presence o f national 
federations which having their headquarters in the 
Capital, most o f the help and assistance percolate 
from. Here to other places and our cooperatives are 
left to fend for themselves so much so that not a 
single project has so far been taken up in the 
Union Territory of Delhi. We hope that during 
the Development Decade some project in the field 
of housing, transport or processing will be develop
ed with the technical know-how and guidance of 
the ICA and in collaboration with our National 
Cooperative Union.”

Dr. Bonow in his speech thanked the Coope
rators of Delhi for the warm reception accorded 
to him and the members o f the ICA Executive 
Committee. Following is the text o f Dr. Bonow’s 
speech.

“ It is a privilege and an honour for my colleagues 
on the Executive Committee of the ICA and for 
me personally to be given this fine reception by the 
cooperators of Delhi. May I also express to the 
Delhi State Cooperative Union, the Delhi State 
Cooperative Bank and other State Federations our 
gratitude for the address presented by them to us. 
The members of the Executive Committee and I 
are indeed very happy that we have such an oppor- 
tuniy of meeting cooperators both from the rural 
areas and the metropolitan city of Delhi who are 
working at the grass-roots level.

The Executive Committee members have spent 
a few days doing intensive work at the meeting o f  
the Executive Committee and its sub-committees. 
Personally, I have spent over 20 days in New Delhi. 
All o f us have enjoyed the warm hospitality offered 
to us by the Cooperative Movement of India and 
the beautiful climate in Delhi. I would like to ex
press my very sincere thanks on this occasion to the 
Cooperative Movement in India, and especially to 
the cooperators of Delhi who have spared no effort 
 ̂in making our stay in your historic city a pleasant 

* and a fruitful one. I am told that the Delhi State 
Cooperative Bank and the Delhi State Cooperative 
Union work in close collaboration with each other 
and have been rendering very valuable services by 
providing credit and education to members of 
farmer’s cooperatives, employees of thrift and 
savings organisations and artisans and craftsmen. 
Both these institutions and especially the Delhi 
State Cooperative Bank play a key role in coope
rative development in the Union Territory of Delhi. 
The territory of Delhi is geographically small, but 
it is most important since Delhi is the seat of the 
Central Government. Hence, whatever you do in 
any sphere of activity is watched with great interest 
by people all over India. Your work in coopera
tive development therefore is of great significance, 
and I am very happy that this work is being 
carried on with vigour and competence. We have

Dr. M aiiritz Bonow is being welcomed by M r . Nidhan Singh  
on behalf o f  the Cooperators o f Delhi.

a tangible demonstration o f  this work before us iy 
the form o f an exhibition o f articles produced bn 
the craftsmen's cooperatives o f Delhi.

When I inaugurated the conference of Coopera
tive Education Officers of the National Cooperative 
Union of India on the 16th February, I pointed 
out that the cooperative movement needs to be 
developed and strengthened in several other areas 
of economic activity. I then referred to the rapid 
growth of industrialization and urbanization in 
India. In Delhi City you have this growth taking 
place very fast. This I have myself seen on my 
various visits to Delhi since 1960. The city is 
expanding fast and to cater to the needs of the low- 
income and the middle-income groups, I under
stand, you have set up several cooperative housing 
and consumer societies. A development o f parti
cular importance in this regard is the setting up of 
three cooperative Super Bazars with the assistance 
of the Government. These are very useful deve
lopments because food and shelter are two impor
tant items in the life o f an ordinary individual. 
These initiatives which have been taken in the 
field o f consumer and housing cooperatives need 
to be followed up for the purpose o f building 
strong cooperative consumer and housing move
ments. I am aware that a number of difliculties 
are being experienced in the development of co-
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M r Bhim Sain presenting a g ift to Dr. M auritz Bonow 
on behalf o f  the Industrial Cooperative Society  

operative activities in these two fields. I sincerely 
hope that with the collaboration and support of the 
national cooperative organisations based in 
New Delhi, these difficulties will be overcome and 
in the future we shall witness important contri
butions made by consumer and housing coopera
tives to improving the economic conditions of 
industrial workers and middle-income groups in 
the city of Delhi.

When we called on President Giri yesterday 
morning, President Giri emphasized a number of 
important points in relation to small-scale indus
tries, preferably on a cooperative basis in connec
tion with the problem of unemployment and 
under-employment. I am sure that the coopera
tive movement in Delhi will give necessary atten
tion to solving these problems through a vastly 
increased number of industrial cooperatives in 
this rapidly growing metropolis.

I would also like to emphasize that a sound 
and stable expansion of the cooperative form of 
enterprise can be achieved only through well- 
planned and efficient implementation of educational 
and training programmes for all categories of 
cooperators. I am informed that the Delhi State 
Cooperative Union is carrying out, like other 
State Cooperative Unions, a very useful education 
programme for members and committee men of

cooperative societies. The ICA Regional Office and 
Education Centre has had very fine collaboration 
from your Union Your Union has always extended 
ready facilities for showing to cooperators from 
all parts of the world, the activities that are being 
carried out by the cooperatives in the Delhi area. 
The ICA Regi nal Office and Education Centre, in 
collaboration with the Delhi State Cooperative 
Union, once conducted study circle activities for 
consumer cooperatives. I was very glad to know 
that this project showed good results and that 
several other State Cooperative Unions in India 
then decided to start similar projects for consumer 
cooperatives. The manual for study circle leaders 
produced by the Regional Office & Education 
Centre on the basis of this experiment has been 
very well received and has been translated into 
their national languages by cooperative move
ments in several other countries in the Region. I 
am sure that similar pioneering work will conti
nue to be done by the Delhi State Cooperative 
Union. At this point I am reminded of the great 
faith your revered leader Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
had in the cooperative method. Speaking at our 
first seminar held in November I960,. a ‘'ter the 
opening o f the Regional Office and Education Centre 
of the ICA, Jawaharlal Nehru, said “ I want to 
convulse India with Cooperation.” That declara
tion gave us of the ICA great satisfaction and en
couragement.

Finally, before I conclude. I would once again 
express on behalf of the members of the Executive 
Committee and myself our sincere appreciation of 
the reception given to us by the cooperators of 
Delhi. I extend to you my warm greetings and 
wish the Cooperative Movement continued success 
for the future.”

Mrs. and Dr. M  Bonow accompanied by Dr. S-K, Saxena  
going round the cooperative industrial exhibition

On behalf of the Ivory Workers’ Industrial 
Cooperative Society, Mr. Bhim Sain, presented an 
ivory piece to Dr. Mauritz Bonow.

A cooperative industrial exhibition was organi
sed by the local industrial cooperative societies. Dr. 
Bonow, accompanied by his wife, and rnembers of 
the Executive Committee visited the various stalls.
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Saxena Inaiigui ates CCT Principals^ Conference
The Committee for Cooperative Training,—a 

Special Committee of the National Cooperative 
Union of India, is directly responsible for executing 
training schemes for Senior and Intermediate level 
personnel o f the Cooperative Departments and 
Institutions. The Committee is also responsible 
for providing overall guidance and supervision of 
training schemes for Junior Personnel conducted at 
the Cooperative Training Centres in the country. 
Consequently, therefore, the Committee convened 
the Conference of the Principals of Cooperative 
Training Centres—second in the series at the 
Vaikunth Mehta National Institute of Cooperative 
Management, Poona from 1.2.1971 to 6.2.1971. 
The first Conference was organised in 1965 at New 
Delhi.

The main objective o f this Conference was to 
take stock of things between now and the last 
Conference. With the fast changing complex of 
the cooperative movement in the country, it was 
time to reorient and diversify the training activities 
at the junior level also.

The Conference was inaugurated by Dr. S. K. 
Saxena, Director, International Cooperative 
Alliance, London. The valedictory address was 
given by Mr. M. A. Quaraishi, Addl. Secretary, 
(Department of Cooperation) Ministry o f Food, 
Agricutture, Community Development and Coope
ration. Dr. B. P. Apte, Vice-Chancellor, University 
of Poona presided over the valedictory function.

The Conference was attended by Principals of 
Cooperative Training Centres, representatives of 
the State Cooperative Unions and State Coope
rative Departments. In addition, 4 Principals and 
3 Lecturers of Cooperative Training Colleges also 
attended the Conference. The Conference drew 
32 participants from 13 States including a represen
tative of the National Cooperative Union of India. 
3 I.e .A . fellows representing Malaysia, Thailand 
and Nepal also participated in the deliberations 
of the Conference. 4 Officials of the Committee 
for Cooperative Training and the staff o f the 
Vaikunth Mehta National Institute o f Cooperative 
Management helped in organising and conducting 
the deliberations o f the Conference.

The Conference had a set agenda of items for 
discussion viz.,

(i) The assessment of training needs and 
formulation of syllabi for Junior Basic 
Course and Special Courses.

(ii) Training techniques.
(iiij Assessment of training evaluation pro

gramme.
(iv) Faculty development.
(v) Coordination in the training and education 

complex.
(vi) Administration of Training & Education 

programme o f all Training Centres.

In his welcome address Mr. B. K. Sinha, 
Director. Vaikunth Mehta National Institute of 
Cooperative Management, Director (CT) Ministry 
of Food, Agriculture, Community Development 
and Cooperation & Member-Secretary, Committee 
for Cooperative Training while highlighting the 
role of I.e .A . n extending help to the developing 
nations emphasised the part played by the Indian 
Cooperative movements in promoting and helping 
the cooperative movements Asian and African in 
countries. Mr. Sinha was o f the view that Coope
ration has a definite role lo play in liberalising the 
initiatives not only in socialistic societies but also 
as a measure to safeguard the community from 
exploitations o f monopolies, cartels and combines 
of capitalistic economies. He also referred to the 
various challenges that the cooperative movement 
is facing in conflicting ideologies in existence in the 
world. While elucidating these challenges, Mr. 
Sinha emphasised on providing a net work of co
operative education and training as an essential 
pre-requisite for achieving the goals of the move
ment. “Cooperative Training and Education” he 
opined should be comprehensive and a continuous 
process for laying down a strong base for the 
movement As such, he was of the view that a 
new orientation is required to be given to the 
training programme which should be management 
biased, forward looking and dynamic. He felt that 
the concept of cooperative training and education 
should now change and teaching of cooperation 
should have relevance not only to the principles 
and practices of cooperation but also to the social 
systems operating in the society. Mr. Sinha drew 
attention of the conference to various questions 
agitating the minds of planners, administrators and 
even the cooperative educators. The Conference, 
he felt, amongst other things may discuss the 
questions relating to usefulness of training, econo
mics of cooperative training, requirements of  
training, making the junior training equally im
portant and popular as that o f senior and inter
mediate training. He also drew the attention of 
the Conference for recommending the possibility of 
formation o f an association of cooperative edu
cationalists on a nation wide basis.

Dr. S. K. Saxena, in his inaugural address 
touched upon the ideology and psychological side 
of the cooperative movement and said that the co
operative system has come to stay in the world not 
only as an economic system but also as a social 
system. In order to further strengthen the roots 
of cooperative movement, education and training, 
Dr. Saxena said are of vital importance. He added 
that while framing the syllabi, oparational character 
o f the cooperative movement should also be taken 
into consideration and that the training institutes 
must devote considerable time and attention in 
solving the problems. He said that hiatus between 
reality and its abstraction should be narrowed 
down.
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Dr. Saxena added “ as educationist, it is 
necessary for us to be completely selT-critical and 
to realise our resistence to change in term of scope 
of teaching and in terms even of methods of 
teaching”. Referring to the method of training, 
Dr. Sax?na added that it was important that a 
sense of experimentation which is the basic faculty 
of teaching institution should be introduced in the 
field of cooperative training. He emphasised that 
the approach should be flexible, experimental and 
pragmatic. Referring to the teaching aids, he 
said that these should be direct, simple and un
complicated. Research, he added, should also be 
an intergral part in the training scheme.

While referring to the development of the move
ment at the international level. Dr. Saxena said, 
that tremendous interest has been generated not 
only in the advanced countries by supporting co
operative projects, also in the United Nations and 
its special agencies which have reflected a great 
deal o f interest in the cooperative movement of the 
developing countries.

He also referred to the resolutions adopted by 
the General Assembly of the U N and of the 
Economic and Social Council. IGA itself. Dr. 
Saxena added has declared the 1970s as “ Coope
rative Development Decade.”

In his veledictory address, Mr. M.A. Quaraishi,
I.C.S., referring to the deliberations o f the Con
ference said that exercise must have been useful

and would prove to be fruitful. He pointed out that 
effective training and education programme was 
the basis for sound development of the cooperative 
movement and the training of junior personnel 
nsspmed crucial importance in as much as they 
were directly toncerned with the office-bearers of 
the cooperative societies at the grass root level. He 
emphasised on the need for orientation of the skill, 
knowledge and attitude o f the subordinate services 
particularly to develop their managerial expertise. 
While talking about management, Mr. Quaraishi 
emphasised on planning of each cooperative so
ciety for development over a period o f time, 
creation o f cadres at all levels and training and 
education o f cooperative personnel. He felt that 
time had come when expertise gained by the 
National Institute and college should filter down 
to the cooperative centres for junior personnal. 
He focussed the attention o f the participants on 
increase in agricultural production and the role of 
credit institutions in bringing about “ Green Re
volution” . He added that the Cooperative Train
ing and Education programme should further en
hance its role by systematic and scientifically 
devised training schemes for consolidating" the gain 
in the agricultural sector. Mr. Quaraishi was of 
the opinion that training and educational pro
gramme must help proper planning and promotion 
of cooperative societies at various levels. He said 
that he was aware of the existing problems and 
urged on expenditious action on ihe recommend
ations o f the Conference.
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C E Y L O N

REORGANIZATION & REVITALIZATION OF 
THE COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT

The scheme for the re-organization and revita
lization of the Cooperative Movement drawn by 
the Government is now being implemented. 
Under this scheme of re-organization, the 5,074 
n^ultipurpose cooperative, societies that now exist 
are to be reduced to about 380 to 400 large- 
economically viable units. Already 57 such large 
MPC societies have been registered and amalga
mation o f the remaining societies is going on at an 
accelerated pace.

COOPERATIVE EDUCATION

Cooperative education centres that were hither
to run by the Cooperative Department have now 
been handed over to the Cooperative Federation 
o f Ceylon to be run by the District Cooperative 
Unions which are affiliated to the national fede
ration. There are 24 such education centres 
engaged in educational activities—primarily the 
training of employees of cooperative societies. 
These centres were manned by the officers of the 
Cooperative Department until the 1st January this 
year when they were banded over to the Federa
tion. Of the 24, 18 have already beerj taken over 
and the balance six would be taken over once the 
necessary staff is recruited by the Federation.

CONSUMER UNION APPOINTED ‘VITAMALT’ 
SOLE DISTRIBUTOR

The All-Ceylon Consumer Union is making 
steady progress in the distribution o f “Lakspray” . 
Sales of this commodity amount to 12 lakhs of  
rupees per month. The Milk Board has appointed 
the Union as the sole distributor for ‘VITAMALT’ 
as well. As the government has decided to stop 
the importation of all brands of Malted Milk and 
release to the domestic market only ‘VITAMALT’ 
processed and packed by the Milk Board, the 
Union will have a virtual monopoly o f the distri
bution of this brand o f Malted M ilL Negotiations 
are being made to obtain from the Milk Board the 
sole agency for the distribution o f “PARAKUM ” 
brand condensed m ilk—a product o f the Milk 
Board.

I N D I A

6TH INDIAN COOPERATIVE CONGRESS

The 6th Indian Cooperative Congress will be 
held in New Delhi from 8th to 10th April 1971. 
The Congress is being convened by the National 
Cooperative Union o f India.

FIRST EVER FIBRE UNIT IN COOPERATIVE 
SECTOR

The Deccan Cooperative Spinning Mills of  
Ichalkaranji, Kolhapur, has taken the initiative to 
set up a huge Polyester Filament yarn plant in 
collaboration with the public sector undertaking. 
The Rs. 18 crore project, to be located in Baroda, 
is stated to be ready for production by 1974.

The Government of India has already issued a 
letter of intent to the India Petro Chemicals 
Corporation.

Cooperative mills from Amritsar in Punjab and 
Surat in Gujarat will be the other partners in the 
project.

The rated capacity o f the plant is 10.4 metric 
tonnes per day against an, estimated consumption 
of polyester yarn o f 15,000 metric tonnes in 1973-74.

COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT CENTRE 
ESTABLISHED IN GUJARAT

Leading cooperative institutions in Gujarat 
have recently set up the Gujarat Cooperative 
Executive Development Centre for the develop
ment of cooperative executives in the field of 
business management.

The objectives of the Centre are to carry out 
management training and research in order to help 
the cooperative executives in developing mana
gerial skills and applying these to achieve the 
objectives of the cooperative movement, to help 
other cooperative training institutions in the State 
to develop their own programmes and to provide 
managerial services to the cooperatives on request.

Among the current activities o f the Centre are 
development o f teaching material from field 
studies by executives and managers of cooperatives 
at different levels and conducting management 
oriented research projects in the field o f rural 
marketing and agricultural credit.

MARKFED ENTERPRISE EARNS FOREIGN  
EXCHANGE

A Markfed (Punjab Cooperative Marketing and 
Supply Federation) sponsored enterprise, the 
Khanna Cooperative Solvent Oil Mills, located at 
Khanna in Punjab, is rendering a valuable service 
by earning foreign exchange. Established in 1967 
at a cost of Rs. 35 lakhs, this cooperative enter
prise has earned foreign exchange to the extent of  
Rs. 1 crore during the last three years.

The mill is exporting de-oiled cake to UK, 
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hungary etc. Besides, a 
considerable quantity has also been supplied to the 
poultry corporation and the individual poultry 
farmers in the State.

The Mill has two wings namely oil expellers 
and solvent extraction plant each having 50 
tonnes daily crushing capacity o f groundnut, 
karnels, oil cakes o f rice bran. The mill purchases
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all the requirements through the growers market
ing cooperatives in the area and acquires surplus 
rice bran from the 16 cooperative rice shellers in 
the State.

XVI MEETING OF THE CCT

The 16th meeting of the Committee for Coope
rative Training o f the National Cooperative Union 
o f India, presided over by its Chairman, Professor 
D.R. Gadgil, Deputy Chairman, Planning Com
mission, was held in New Delhi on 23rd January 
1971.

DIPLOMA IN COOP BUSINESS MANAGE
MENT RECOGNISED

On the recommendations of the Board of 
Assesment for Technical and Professional Quali
fications, the Government of India has decided to 
recognise the Diploma Course in Cooperative 
Business Management awarded by the Vaikunth 
Mehta National Institute o f Cooperative Manage
ment, Poona, for the purpose of recruitment to 
superior posts and services under the Central 
Government in the field of Cooperative Manage
ment.

TRAINING OF PERSONNEL IN SCIENTIFIC 
STORAGE

It has been found that the personnel of coope
ratives in India in charge ol godowns are not, by 
and large, adequately trained to manage the 
godowns on scientific lines.

To overcome this problem the Committee for 
Cooperative Training of the National Cooperative 
Union of India organises training courses in the 
allied subjects o f storage, warehousing and grading 
at Its various cooperative training colleges in the 
country. The Central Warehousing Corporation 
also holds regular warehousing training courses 
every year wherein general background lectures 
are arranged by experts in marketing, grading, 
storage, preservation, price trends, business 
management, accounts, publicity, banking, hand
ling and transport, construction, insurance, fire
fighting, first-aid and allied subjects. The Corpo
ration has relaxed the basic qualifications in respect 
of candidates from cooperatives provided they are 
experienced.

SUPERVISORY OFFICERS’
TRAINING COURSE

Inaugurating the special Training Course of 
Cooperative Education Supervisory Personnel in 
New Delhi on February 9, 1971, conducted by the 
All-India Cooperative Education Instructors 
Training Centre, Mr. J. M. Rana, Director 
(Education), ICA Regional Ofiice & Education 
Centre for South-East Asia, stressed the need for 
study o f local situation and problems of societies 
by the Instructors so that education programme 
could be designed in the context o f the needs of 
the members and the societies.

Mr. Rana emphasised the need for under
standing the problems of cooperative educational 
instructors who move from villai;e to village 
conducting the cooperative member education 
programmes.

Mr. Rana pointed out that periodical evaluation 
of the education programme from the point of view 
of its impact on the working o f the societies, 
would help to know about the defficiencies and 
achievements of educational activities.

The participants were informed by the Director 
about the launching o f a field project on coope
rative education in Indore, Madhya Pradesh State 
of India, by the ICA Regional Office and Education 
Centre, in collaboration with the National Coope
rative Union o f India and the Madhya Pradesh 
State Cooperative Union.

The special course was attended by 16 partici
pants from the various states and included Zonal 
Education Officers, Cooperative Education Officers, 
Lady Education Officers and Assistant Cooperative 
Education Officers.

M A L A Y S I A
KIRLOSKARS TO SET UP FACTORY IN 
MALAYASIA

A joint venture between an Indian private sec
tor firm and a cooperative institution of Malaysia 
to manufacture electric pumps and motors will go 
into production in Kuala Lumpur in the next five 
months.

The Indian partners, Kirloskars of Bangalore, 
are to supply the entire machinery of this project, 
while the Malaysian Cooperative Insurance Society 
will be responsible for its share capital.

Another joint venture, to set up a sugar factory 
in Malaysia, is being negotiated between the 
Malaysian Society and the Phaltan Sugar Mills of 
Walchand Nagar group of industries o f Mahara
shtra. An agreement is likely to be reached soon 
on the supply o f the entire machinery by the 
Walchand group.

T H A I L A N D
CERTIFICATE PRESENTATION TO FARM 
MANAGERS

The Under Secretary o f State for National 
Development Utai Voodhigula presided over the 
Certificate Presentation ceremony on December 25
1970, and gave away cretificates to 31 agricultural 
cooperative managers who have completed a traing 
course during October-December 1970 organised 
under the sponsorship of the Cooperative Techni
ques and Promotion Division and the Faculty o f  
Economics and Business Administration, Kasetsart 
University.

The objective of the training course is to train 
managers for cooperatives whose size has been 
enlarged by amalgamating smaller units.

{Continued on page 34)
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O u r  V i s i t o r s

Dr Mauritz Bonow, President of the Internation
al Cooperative Alliance and Mrs Bonow, Dr S. K.

M rs Bonow being Welcomed by  M rs Weeranian on 
her arrival in New Delhi-

Saxena, Director o f the International Coopera
tive Alliance and -Mrs Saxena. Mr R.P.B. 
Davies, Secretary for Administration, ICA London, 
Sir Robert Southern, Vice President of the ICA, 
were in New Delhi d ring the month of February
1971 in connection with the various meetings, 
including the meeting of the ICA Executive 
Committee. Mr. Peder Soiland, Mr. A.I.

Krasheninnikov, Mr. Stanley Dreyer, Mr. J. 
Jalava, Dr. Robert Kohler, Mr. R. Ramaeker, Mr. 
Yvon Daneau, Mr. Roger Kerenic, Mr. J. A. 
Mhaville, Mr. Carl Wiederkehr, Mr. J. Podlipny, 
J. Pelcova, all members o f the Executive Committee 
of the ICA.

Menrbers o f the Avisory Council for South- 
East Asia, ICA Agriculture Sub-Committee for 
South-East Asia, IDACA Board also visited the 
ICA Regional Office and Education Centre.

Other distinguished visitors to the ICA Region
al Office included Miss J. Cherruault of

Welcome to  M rs Bonow and Dr M auritz  Bonow on their 
arrival at Palam A irport, New Delhi.

The Swedish Ambassador (second fro m  le ft) is being 
taken around the IC A Regional Office by  D r M . Bonow. 

Also seen in the picture are Dr S. K. Saxena and 
M r P. E  Weeraman.

France, Mr Sten Skott o f Sweden, Mr B. J. 
Youngjohns of England, Mr M. Matsuhiro of 
Japan, Mr Gorakh Ram, Registrar of Coopera
tive Societies, Delhi and Mr M. D. Singh, 
Joint Registrar of Cooperative Societies, Delhi, 
Dr Jurgen von Muralt of ILO Regional Office, 
Bangkok, Mr Ram Sharn of the ILO Area Office, 
New Delhi, Mr Spartaco Anania o f FAO Rome, 
Italy, Mr A. E. Saenger of UNIDO, Vienna, Mr 
Syed Idris bin Syed Ahmad of Malaysia, Mr
H. R. Maudhub of Mauritius, Mr Abel Rating of 
Malaysia.
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News in Brief

C A PT H. S. LATHER PASSES AW AY

Capt H. S. Lather, a distinguished Indian 
Cooperator passed away on February 24 
1971.

A t a brief meeting held at the ICA Region
al Office & Education Centre, the Regional 
Director for South-East Asia, Mr P. E. 
Weeraman, recalled the contribution which 
Capt. Lather made at the Cooperative Leader
ship Seminar held In New Delhi In Novem
ber 1960 at the time of the establishment of 
the Regional Office. The Regional Director 
also recalled Capt Lather’s association with 
the Regional Office in various capacities 
specllly as a member of its Advisory Council 
for the period 1961-1964.

The staff paid a tribute to the memory 
of Capt. Lather by observing a minute’s 
silence.

Capt Lather had been the Deputy Regis
trar of Cooperative Societies, Delhir a mem
ber of the Governing Council of the Nation
al Cooperative Union of India; Secretary of 
the Delhi State Cooperative Union; and Chief 
Administrative Officer of the Delhi State 
Cooperative Bank Limited.

His services to the cooperative movement 
of India are great and memorable.

STUDY ON TECHNIQUES OF AMALGAMA
TION OF COOPERATIVE SOCIETIES

Mr. Lionel Gunawardana, Specialist in Coope
rative Credit, of the ICA Regional Office and 
Education Centre for South-East Asia, will be 
visiting Japan and Republic o f Korea in March- 
April 1971 to study the Techniques o f Amalgama
tion of Primary Cooperative Societies.

ROGER SAVARY HONOURED

Mr Roger Savary, Secretary-General of the 
International Federation o f Agricultural Produc
ers, received the National Farmers U nion’s annual 
award for “Outstanding Service to Agriculture” 
at the 69th Annual Convention in Washington.

Mr Savary was presented the award on 26th 
February 1971, by Mr Tony Dechant, the National 
President o f the Farmers Union.

Mr Dechant cited Mr Savary’s contribution to 
the international farm group which he said, “ owes 
its very existence, as well as its success today,” 
to him.

In responding to the award, Mr Savary told 
the convention that four “ mutual concerns” are 
shared by farmers in nearly every country in the 
world. These are, he said: inflation, dimini
shing numbers of farmers, competition from 
synthetics, and lack of understanding o f the 
farmer’s contribution to the purity of the environ
ment. But they put inflation at the top o f the list. 
“ In an economy with fast-rising prices,” he said, 
“ it is the farmer who always lags behind.”

EVALUATION OF UNESCO FELLOWSHIPS

The Indian National Commission for Coopera
tion with UNESCO, Ministry of Education and 
Youth Services, Government of India, New Delhi, 
is presently engaged in an Evaluation o f Fellow
ships granted by UNESCO in the fields of Edu
cation, Natural Sciences, Cultural and Communi
cations to the Indian Nationals during the last five 
years, 1964-1969. The Commission is required 
to collect information on (i) the position held by 
each Unesco Fellowship Holder after his return 
to India as well as, in some cases, the activities 
carried out by Fellowship Holders outside India, 
and (ii) a general oppraisal of the impact in the 
main fields of national activities by these fellow
ships. The Commission would greatly appreciate 
the assistance and cooperation o f  the Indian 
Fellowship Holders in this evaluation work.

Unesco Fellowship Holders are requested to 
contact the Indian National Commission of Unesco 
for details.

ZLATARIC JOINS FAO

Mr. Branko Zlataric, who has been Secretary of 
the ICA Agricultural Committee for over six years, 
has just left the International Cooperative Alliance 
to take up an important post in the Fisheries 
Division o f the Food and Agriculture Organisation 
of the United Nations.
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MR. CARL WIEDERKEHR VISITS BHOR 
PROJECT

Mr. Carl Wiederkehr, who attended the meeting 
of the ICA Executive held in New Delhi during 
February visited the Bhor Cooperative Dairy 
Project near Poona. He was accompanied during 
the visit by Mr. M.V. Madane, Joint Director, 
Technical Assistance and Trade.

During their visit to Poona Mr. Wiederkehr 
and Mr. Madane held discussions with Dr. A. U. 
Shaikh, Secretary to the Government of Maha
rashtra, Department o f Cooperation, Mr. Zubairy, 
Commissioner for Cooperative Development, 
Maharashtra, Mr. R. D. Patil, Chairman of the 
Maharashtra State Cooperative Milk Federation 
and Mr. Mohol, Chairman o f the Poona District 
Cooperative Milk Union. During the discussion,

the question o f getting the dairy started at an 
early date was discussed and necessary finance and 
assistance required for the purpose was promised 
by the Secretary to the Government and the 
Commissioner. It was agreed that all parties 
concerned will now function in unison and try to 
get the project started at an early date. It was 
also decided to lend to the Federation the services 
o f an officer o f the rank of a Deputy Registrar to 
work as officer-in-charge of Extension Services. 
This officer will be specially responsible for orga
nising the five Talukas in the Milk Shed areas of 
Poona District with a view to intensify milk pro
duction and organise cooperatives of milk pro
ducers. The consensus in the meeting was in 
favour of formation o f a separate milk union to 
take over in due course the entire responsibility 
for the Project and for intensive development of 
dairy industry in that area.

‘‘Where now?’’ ‘‘Prom the vast complex of our activities I choose two 
sign-posts to the future. First, there are our Auxiliaries and Working Parties, 
now Governing wholesaling, retailing, banking, insurance, housing, workers’ 
productives, women’s activities, consumer affairs, librarians and the press. 
Through them we bring together cooperators with the ‘ ‘know-how ’ ’ in this wide range 
of human activities . . We can look forward to their growing strength and to an ever 
closer working partnership with the ICA itself. It was an historic occasion last 
November when the Chairmen and Secretaries of the Auxiliaries met in Basle, and we 
are glad that the principal officers for the first time are joining us here in our 
deliberations.’’

‘‘My second sign-post is development. I mean development in the sense of 
overcoming world poverty. I have already noted our recent expansion in terms of 
geographic spread throughout the world. Because of this we are inevitably and 
willingly coming to devote increasing attention and resources to finding ways in 
which cooperators can help meet this great challenge of our age. ’ ’
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Dr. MAURITZ BONOW, President, ICA 
(excerpts from his address to the Central Committee 

of the ICA in London on October 1, 1970.)
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SHOP PLANNING AND SHOP MANAGEMENT 
REGIONAL SEMINAR

A Regional Seminar on Shop Planning and 
Shop Management will be held by the ICA Regional 
Office and Education Centre for South-East Asia 
in Tokyo from May 7 to 23 1971. The Seminar will 
be conducted in the form of a worksho'p atid will be 
centred round cooperatives distributing consumer 
goods in Japan. The discussions on operational 
and functional aspects will be carried out with 
reference to supermarkets having a selling area of 
not less than 300 square metres. The main objec
tives o f the Seminar are :

(i) to review the situation of retail trade in 
the context of the rapid growth of popu
lation, increasing industrialisation, and 
massive urbanization in the Region as 
well as rising standards o f living of the 
people in the Region, which factors have 
given rise to many problems in the field 
o f distribution o f consumer goods;

(ii) To identify and appraise the changes in 
the living and buying habits of the 
consumers;

(iii) To discuss the necessity for consumer co
operatives to adapt organisational struc
tures and operational techniques suitable 
to the changes mentioned above;

(iv) To study operational and functional 
aspects of cooperative supermarkets; and

(v) To suggest ways and means o f improving 
the present policies and practices of co
operatives dealing in consumer goods.

The Seminar will be held at the Institute for 
the Development o f Agricultural Cooperation in 
Asia (IDACA) Tokyo.

Cooperative organisations and government co
operative departments in Australia, Ceylon. India. 
Indonesia. Iran, Japan, Republic o f Korea, 
Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore and 
Thailand have been invited to send participants to 
the Seminar.

Besides'conducting regular meetings, seminar 
participants will be visiting a number o f Japanese 
successful consumer cooperative super markets.

Mr Ragnar Arvidsson, Specialist in Consumer 
Cooperation, ICA Regional Office, will be the 
Seminar-Leader.

ICA FELLOWS VISIT MAHARASHTRA & 
GUJARAT

The ICA Fellowship Programme 1970-71 start
ed at New Delhi on I7th January 1971. The 
three Fellows selected from Malaysia, Nepal and 
Thailand visited the States of Maharashtra and 
Gujarat in February, 1971. At Poona, they parti
cipated in the national conference of Principals of 
Cooperative Training Centres held by the C.C.T. 
from 1st to 6th February 1971. The conference 
was inaugurated by Dr. S.K. Sajfena  ̂ .Director o f  
the Alliance. Besides visiting several cooperative 
organisations, the Fellows studied the cooperative 
education programmes conducted by the Maha
rashtra State Cooperative Union, particularly in 
Bhor Cooperative Dairy Project area.

In Gujarat, the Fellows studied the coopera
tive member education programmes conducted by 
the Gujarat State Cooperative Union. In addition 
they visited selected cooperative institutions in the 
State, such as District Cooperative Land Develop
ment Bank Ahmedabad, Amul Dairy at Anand 
and Gujarat University Central Consumers’ Co
operative Stores Ltd., Ahmedabad.

All these study visits will help the Fellows in 
preparing the projects in cooperative education in 
their respective countries.

REGIONAL NEWS ROUNDUP {CenU m edfrom  page 30)

THRIFT & CREDIT SOCIETIES ORGANISED
In fiscal year 1970, seven savings and credit 

cooperative societies were organised for the em
ployees of the Posts & Telegraphs Department in 
Chiengmai Province, Surin Hospital, the National 
and Economic Development Board, and Police 
Stations of Chumporn, Sougkhla and Naradhivas.

At present there are 107 government employees 
savings and credit societies in 71 provinces 
throughout the country with 174,300 members and 
a share capital o f 432 million Baht.

ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE COOPERA
TIVE LEAGUE

The annual convention o f the Cooperative 
League of Thailand was held on 21st November
1970 in Bangkok under the Chairmanship o f Col. 
Surin Cholprasered, President of the Cooperative 
League.

The Convention, besides reviewing the acuvi- 
ties o f the League durmg the last year, approved a 
number o f educational and traini g programmes 
for the forthcoming year.

Projects of Cooperative League to be imple
mented in the fiscal year 1971 include :

Training o f accountants of savings, credit, 
agricultural, land a.nd consumers cooperatives 
throughout the country;

Provincial level training of committee members 
and active members of land cooperatives;

Training courses on amalgamation o f credit 
cooperatives;

Managerial training of managers o f coopera
tive stores;

Bringing out of a monthly publication and 
other pamphlets and manual for promoting co
operatives; and cooperative extension work by 
mobile units.
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J. M . KANA

Conference of Cooperative Education Leaders’

The International Conference of Cooperative 
Education Leaders was held by the ICA in collabo
ration with the UNESCO and COOP Schweiz from 
30th November to 5th December 1970 at Jongny- 
sur-Vevey, Switzerland. The conference was con
ceived as ICA’s main contribution to the Inter
national Education Year 1970 with a view to dis
cussing by the cooperative education leaders from 
the advanced and the developing movements, the 
tasks of the cooperative movement and especially 
the education leaders, in the context of the “ Co
operative Development Decade,” and considering 
ways of co-ordinating international cooperative 
training for cooperators from developing countries.

2. The conference was preceded by a study 
tour in the western part of Switzerland from 26th 
to 29th November and was followed by a similar 
study tour in Austria from 6th to 10th December. 
The conference was attended b y ' 47 cooperative 
educators from all over the world. In addition 
to representatives o f the International Cooperative 
Training Centres and organisations arranging such 
training in advanced countries, there were partici
pants from Asia, Africa and Latin America. 
Representatives o f the UNESCO, the ILO the FAO 
and the ICA offices in South-East Asia and East 
and Central Africa also attended the conference. 
Dr. Mauritz Bonow, President o f the Alliance, pre
sided over the conference.

3. The main recommendations of the Confe
rence are summarized below.

3.1. The programmes o f the cooperative 
training centres should be developed in response 
to the needs o f cooperatives. It was recommended 
that the ICA should select and gather materials 
and programmes most relevant to cooperatives in 
the developing countries, and that the ICA should 
compile a Research Register to keep track of 
programmes, methods and materials in this 
regard.

3.2. The ICA should also facilitate exchange 
of relevant material among cooperative training 
centres.

3.3. The conference felt that there was a lack 
of co-ordinated effort to influence policy-makers 
in government and international organisations and 
cooperatives themselves, and it was suggested that 
necessary action in this regard should be taken up 
by the ICA and the international organisations.

3.4. The conference recommended that the 
selection procedures need be improved : and in this 
connection, suggested that the training centres 
should expand their consultation systems with the

♦Summary by Mr. J. M . R ana, D irec to r (Education) ICA 
Regional Office, New D elhi.

cooperative-movements in developing countries, 
including their involvement in the selection pro
cess itself. It was suggested that the training 
given should be co-related with the needs o f co
operatives and the potential placement of the 
students. The conference, while noting that some 
loss of trained personnel was unavoidable, stressed 
the need to minimize such wastage through im
proved follow-up with trainees, developing con
sultive services and close liaison with nominating 
organisations.

3.5. The conference underlined the need for 
member education prior to the registration of a 
cooperative society and suggested that the provision 
of such education be made a pre-condition for 
registration of societies.

3.6. The conference stressed the need to have 
social and economic feasibility studies carried out 
before launching ambitious cooperative ventures 
and crash cooperative development programmes.

3.7. The conference recommended that mem
ber education must be related to the changing 
environment and to the economic and social deve
lopment programmes. Member education should 
foster the conviction that change can be planned 
and achieved and it should be work-oriented to 
achieve such a change.

3.8. The conference emphasised the need for 
involving people, especially the youth, in the edu
cational programmes and recommended that 
membership programme should use the “group 
approach” and be work related in character. The 
term coined by the conference for the purpose was 
a “functional education approach” which was 
somewhat broader than the concept of functional 
literacy.

3.9. The conference noted the need to provide 
training- to personnel engaged in member educa
tion programmes.

3.10. The conference noted several short
comings with regard to recruitment, orientation of 
experts and work performance by experts in ihe 
field of technical assistance to cooperatives and 
emphasized that it was essential that the experts 
appreciate their role as changed agents m a social 
environment different from their own. A number 
of practical suggestions were made to improve the 
situation, one o f which was that all experts should 
be given training in the education process as 
applied to adult people.

3.1). The conference recommended that the 
expert should come from an area similar to the 
one where he is going to work, insofar as this 
was possible.
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3.12. The conference recommended the use of 
radio as a medium for study programmes and the 
production of simple material for radio programmes 
and audio-visual material. It was also suggested 
that educators should be trained to produce and 
use simple local materials. The conference sug
gested that the ICA should collaborate and assist 
UNESCO in the production of such materials.

3.13. The conference considered' cooperative 
education for groups o f individuals as producers, 
consumers and citizens and in this connection 
recommended the great need for collaboration 
between government extension agencies and the 
cooperative movement.

3.14. The conference emphasized the great 
need for co-ordination among cooperative training 
centres and called upon the ICA to perform this 
task. It was recom.mended that the Alliance 
should co-ordinate the activities o f the various 
international cooperative training centres by 
establishing a Working Party whose meetings could 
preferably be held at the time o f the ICA Congress. 
Specifically the ICA was requested to :

(a) compile a Research Register on the re
search activities being carried out by the

cooperative movements, especially those 
pertaining to cooperative education;

(b) promote publication o f directories of co
operative training institutions ;

(c) promote research by the recipient countries 
in collaboration with international coope
rative training centres to determine the 
training needs and the usefulness o f the 
courses offered by the latter ;

(d) promote seminars on the production of 
teaching material and the use o f  mass 
media as well as exchange o f  the teaching 
material produced by the various training 
centres ; and

(e) collaborate with United Nations organisa
tions, which are interested in cooperative 
development, for developing a roster of 
experts, establishing co-ordinated pro
cedures for recruitment o f experts, in in
forming senior policy-makers in govern
ments non-governmental agencies and co
operatives o f cooperative goals and pro
grammes proposed or undertaken for the 
Second Development Decade, and generally 
contribute to the improvement o f coope
rative education programmes for the 
developing countries.

ICA J o u r n a l s

REVIEW OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION, Bi-monthly. US ^ 3.75 or Indian 
Rs. 27.00.

CONSUMER AFFAIRS BULLETIN, monthly. US $  2-40 or Indian Rs. IS-OO-

COOPERATIVE NEWS SERVICE, monthly. US $ 240 or Indian Rs. 18.00.

AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVE BULLETIN, monthly. US $2 .4 0  or Indian 
Rs. 1800.

Annotated Bibliography of Literature Produced by the Cooperative Movements in South- 
East Asia. Half-Yearly. US $  1-00 or Indian RiS- 7.50.

Enquiries may be addressed to the Publications Department, International Cooperative 
Alliance, (ROEC), 43 Friends Colony, Post Box 3021, New Delhi-14. India-
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Cooperative Development Decade

What it is ?

The International Cooperative Alliance has conceived and promulgated the 
Cooperative Development Decade as the means, o f  supplying six things which 
have hitherto been lacking or inadequate :

It is a call to action, on a coordinated world-wide front, for the development of 
cooperatives in order to accelerate social and economic growth.

It is a challenge to the cooperative movements o f the developed countries to 
provide increased technical assistance to cooperatives.

It is a challenge to the cooperative movements o f the developing countries to 
formulate more clearly their short and long-term needs for assistance.

It is a stimulus to governments of donor nations to work more closely with their 
own cooperative movements in aiding developing countries.

It is an opportunity for voluntary organisations such as church and civic groups 
and trade unions to contribute to the promotion of cooperatives.

Finally it is an opportunity for the U N  Agencies to coordinate their cooperative 
programmes not only with each other but also with the International Coope
rative Alliance and with the bilateral assistance programme both o f governments 
and of cooperative movements.
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U Thant Welcomes CDD

In a message to the International Cooperative 
Alliance, the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, U  Thant, has welcomed the effective co
operation which existed between the ICA and the 
U N. The message from the Secretary-General is 
reproduced below :

“ It gives me great pleasure to pay tribute to the 
efforts o f the International Cooperative Alliance to 
promote friendly economic relations between co
operative organisations on both national and 
international levels.

‘70s as the Cooperative Development Decade. This 
would provide an opportunity to the cooperative 
movements and the agencies engaged in the pro
motion and development o f cooperotion in various 
countries to look back on their record o f achieve
ment and give thought to the perspective planning 
for further development. A planned project for 
the the development o f the cooperative movement 
in general for the cooperative institutions in parti
cular is essential for the conttaued ,.^jowth of 
cooperatives as effective organisations for meet
ing the emerging challenges.

“ I am glad to note that your organisation will 
designate the decade of the seventies as the Coope
rative Development Decade. By mobilising the 
many cooperative organisations throughout thei 
world to stimulate the development of cooperative 
movements in the developing countries, you will 
be making a greatly needed contribution to the 
implementation o f the goals of the Second United 
Nations Development Decade.

“ I welcome the effective cooperation which 
exists between the International Cooperative 
Alliance and the United Nations and I look for
ward to the strengthening o f our common bonds in 
the furtherance of economic and social develop
ment throughout the world.”

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA OFFERS 500 
SCHOLARSHIPS )N THE COOPERATIVE 
DEVLOPMENT DECADE

India has given the lead in offering technical 
assistance in implementation of the goals o f the 
Cooperative Development Decade. The Govern
ment of India, Ministry of Food, Agriculture, 
Community Development and Cooperation, by its 
letter DO No. P-15012/1/71-CT o f 19th February 
1971, addressed to Dr S. K. Saxena, Director of 
the International Cooperative Alliance, says: “ We 
learnt with great interest of the decision of the 
International Cooperative Alliance to declare the

‘•We also agree with the view that the Regional 
Office for the ICA for South-East Asia will have 
an active role in formulating and implementing 
meaningful programmes in the interest of the 
members of cooperative organisations. This would 
call for formultion of detailed plans and measures 
for their effective implementation in the respec
tive countries.” “ iM ay I therefore suggest”  says 
Mr. K. S. Bawa, Joint Secretary “ that the Region
al Office might constitute a task force for the 
purpose. Should our assistance be required for 
facilitating the assignment o f the task force, we 
shall be glad to associate ourselves with the 
same ”

This appreciative attitude and the readiness to 
assist us in constituting a task force would have 
been by itself very great encouragement to us from 
a government. But the Government o f  India has 
done more. By the same letter it has offered “as 
a measure to support the efforts of the Internation
al Cooperative Alliance...training facilities in 
Cooperation to scholars especially from the deve
loping countries^ Although our training capacity 
is limited and the needs* of the Indian Coopera
tive Movement are large,” says Mr. Bawa “ we 
shall be happy to provide 50 seats or so annually 
during the said Decade  for participants from 
the developing countries. The scholars selected 
for the purpose will be given the fellowships and 
other facilities available under the Technical Co
operation Schemes of Colombo Plan, Special 
Commonwealth African Assistance Programme 
and the Government of India.”
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O R D E R  F O R M

Pleas send me the following publications :

1. Professor D . G. Karve Commemoration Volume

2. A Study of Personnel Management in Selected Cooperative 
Super Markets in India

3. The Role o f Cooperatives in Agricultural Development

4. Farm Guidance Activities o f Agricultural Cooperatives

5. Cooperative Education—Progress or Perish
«

4.- Ed.uci^tion for Agricultural Cooperatives in South-East Asia

7. A Model Cooperative Societies Law

8. ICA in South-East Asia—the First Decade

(Number o f Copies)

*A sum o f Rs. j s  being sent to you by MO/Bank draft.

•Please send the publications per VPP. Regd. Sea/Air Mail. 

*My mailing address is the following :

date Signature

Note : Please post this order form to the ICA, New Delhi, immediately. In India copies 
are supplied only per VPP.
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“ The end o f the governm ent is to make the governed and  

the governors happy. That governm ent, then, is the best, which  
in practice produces the greatest happiness to the greatest num ber, 
including those who govern and those who obey” .

Robert Owen
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49th IN TER N A T IO N A L C O O PE R A T IV E  DAY

SATURDAY, 3RD JULY, 1 97 1

DECLARATION OF THE ICA

THE INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE ALLIA
NCE, addressing its affiliated Organi
sations comprising 254, 917, 534, members 
in 51 countries, on the occasion of the 
49TH INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE DAY

*** Requests all governments to support 
UN decisions; and to collaborate 
wholeheartedly with the UN in its 
efforts to bring about world peace, 
thus providing conditions for acce
lerated social and economic pro
gress;

WELCOMES the support already given 
by its affiliated member Organisa
tions to the Cooperative Develop
ment Decade 1971-1980, which will 
link all Cooperators in a massive 
campaign to further cooperative 
development, espec ially in the Third 
World;

*** CONFIRMS its strong belief that the 
Cooperative idea, based on the

motto of self-help, can be a powerful 
instrument for improving the lot of 
millions of under-privileged peo
ple;

*** REMINDS all Cooperators that 1971 
is designated by the United Nations 
as the International Year for Action 
to combat Racism and Racial Discri
mination; and consequently draws 
attention to the first of the Co
operative Principles which states: —

‘‘Membership of a cooperative 
society shall be voluntary and 
available without artificial 
restriction or any social, 
political, racial and religi
ous discrimination to all 
persons who can make use of its 
services and are willing to 
accept the responsibilities of 
membership’’.
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Letter from the Director of the ICA, London
Dear Cooperators,

In a world experiencing a new indus
trial revolution resulting from the 
changes that have taken place in techno
logy and management, Cooperative Orga
nisations in the ’70s face challenges and 
competition undreamt of by the founders 
of our Movement over a hundred years ago.

In constantly examining their struc
ture, their policies and methods , leaders 
of cooperatives in the industrialised 
countries, facing problems arising from 
the European Common Market, from the 
spread of multi-national corporations, 
the difficulty of raising finance from 
within the Movement, have made use of 
the opportunities provided under the 
umbrella of the Alliance to discuss 
their common problems. The experi
ences and the technical resources of the 
advanced movements will need to be in
creasingly pooled so that sensible 
solutions can be found to the large number 
of urgent and complex problems which 
beset the movements today.

In several developing countries, how
ever, where cooperatives are in their 
infancy and are trying to overcome pro
blems associated with extremely meagre

resources of finance and skilled manage
ment, the Alliance has concentrated its 
efforts on providing education and 
training. Our programme of the Co
operative Development Decade (1971-80) 
has received encouraging response from 
our member organisations and we have 
been greatly heartened by the message of 
U Thant, the Secretary-General of United 
Nations, who wrote, ‘‘By mobilizing the 
many cooperative organizations through
out the world to stimulate the develop
ment of cooperative movements in the 
developing countries, ’ ’ the ICA “will be 
making a greatly needed contribution to 
the implementation of the goals of the 
Second United Nations Development 
Decade.’’

It is my sincere hope that, on the 
occasion of the 49th International Co
operative Day 1971, cooperators will 
recall the mutual bonds which have 
united us all in the family of the Alli
ance for seventy-five years and will look 
forward to concerted action for the fu
ture success of the Cooperative Move
ment.

Dr. S. K. Saxena 
DIRECTOR

SUMMARY OF ICA STATISTICS
The International Cooperative Alliance now includes affiliated organisations in 59 Countries. 

The summary of statistics relates to 51 countries with 553,467 societies and 254,917,534 members.

ICA M EM BERSHIP  

OVER THE W ORLD

Type of Society Number o f Number o f
Societies Memberships

Consumer 50,999 112,699,118
Credit 263,573 76,723,039
Agricultural 123,626 35,623,887
Miscellaneous 7.200 15,942.744
Building and Housing 36,659 7,003,172
Productive and

Artisanal 63,110 5,443,903
Fishery 8,300 1,481,671

553,467 254,917,534

Total annual turnover of trade : 51,799 million £

Europe

Africa

Oceania

America

Asia

Total ICA World Membership

127,347,233 

1,067,581 

1,387,433 

50,507,578 

74,607,709 

254,917,.534
Sterling
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Robert Owen Bi-Centenary

The Robert Owen Among Us
C a ro lin e  D a le  O w e n  B a ld w in *

All of the attributes that made up Robert 
Owen, the man arrived in a concentrated bundle 
on May 14, 1771. Two hundred years later many 
of these exist prismatically, for his physical char
acteristics linger on in varying degrees among his 
descendants who are scattered across the length 
and breadth o f the United States : the bluest of 
eyes, the arched eyebrows, the fair hair, the promi
nent nose, the easy quick laugh and gentleness 
towards others, a charm, perhaps. There is also 
the indomitable will beneath an appearance of 
frailty, the restless energy, the incorrigible 
optimism, the compulsive pen, the tendency 
towards loquaciousness and obduracy.

Not since the second generation has there been 
a large enough concentration of Owen traits to lift 
a descendant to the ranks o f high distinction in 
public affairs. Perhaps this is a case in point of 
the influence of the direct application of Owen 
theories of education and environment on 
character. Three of the four sons chose national 
life and rose to prominence in the United States.

According to close friends, Robert Dale Owen, 
the eldest son, as he aged became increasingly like 
his father in looks and action. Richard Leopold, 
in his “ Robert Dale Owen—A Biography” describes 
the son as “one of the most versatile figures in an 
age of versatility. As editor, educator and labour 
leader, as politician, diplomat, and man o f letters 
as legislator, feminist and champion of a new 
religious faith, as advocate at one time or another 
o f all sorts of reforms ranging from birth control 
to Negro emancipation, and as author of all sorts 
o f books from theological discussions to treatises 
on architecture and plank roads. Owen was one 
of the best known and most publicised men of his 
generation.”

Rosamond Dale Owen Oliphant Templeton, 
R.D.O.’s daughter, though not reaching promi
nence, espoused causes. She had a scheme for 
colonising Palestine where she lived for sometime 
and which she described in her autobiography 
“ My Perilous Life in Palestine.”

In the fourth generation of the Robert Dale 
Owen line, the writing talent manifested itself 
through novelist Grace Zaring Stone. Among her 
numerous novels “ The Bitter Tea of General Yen” , 
and “ Escape” were the best known.

*Special article contributed by  M rs. Caroline Dale Owen 
Baldwin— a great grand daughter o f  Robert Owen, on the 
occasion o f  the observance o f  the Bi-Centenary o f  Robert 
Owen, M a y  14, 1971. Reproduced with permission.

Mrs. Baldwin seen with M r- V- V. Giri. President o f  Indio, 
during her recent visit to India.

Her daughter. Baroness Eleanor Perenyi, wrote 
one book about the experiences of her escape from 
Hungary during World War H in “ More was Lost” . 
She has also written numerous magazine articles.

William Owen, the second son, remaining in 
New Harmony, was co-editor of “The Harmony 
Gazette” , with his elder brother. He is best known 
for his “Diary” which gives details of the first 
journey with his father, Robert Owen, to New 
Harmony, from England. William died young.

David Dale Owen, the third son, became head 
of the First US Geological Survey. A distinguished 
geologist, he wrote detailed outstanding reports 
about his extensive geological surveys through 
Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Kentucky and 
Arkansas. Family files are filled with his descen
dants’ poems, memoirs, etc., but inherited talent 
did not appear prominently until, once again, the 
fourth generation, through Caroline Dale Parke 
Snedeker, author o f 13 published junior books, 
including “The White Isle” , “the Triumph of 
Flavius” and three about New Harmony, ‘The 
Town of the Pearless” , “Seth Way” , and “Un
chartered Ways” .

Robert Owen’s grand daughter, Mrs. Constance 
Runcie, through his daughter Jane Owen Faunt-

(Continued on page 29)
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Professor D. R. Gadgil Passes Away

Dr. D. R. Cadgil

It is with great regret that we announce the 
death of Professor D. R. Gadgil, M.A., M. Litt, 
(Cantab), D . Litt. Dr. Gadgil was intimately con
nected with the Indian Cooperative Movement in 
many fields. Among the several responsible positions 
he held in the Cooperative Movement was the high 
office of President of the National Cooperative 
Union of India. He was looked up to by all sec
tions of the Cooperative Movement in India as 
their “ Guru” . In his death, India has lost one of  
her greatest cooperative leaders.

Prof. Gadgil was well-known to the inter
national cooperative movement especially through 
his many writings. He was a great friend of the 
International Cooperative Alliance, especially of its 
Regional Office for South-East Asia.

He was a great advocate of the need to preserve 
the voluntary and autonomous character of the 
Cooperative Movement. Space does not permit us 
to quote here more than the following, which is 
but one of his many statements on this question :— 
“ Autonomy is as important and essential for the 
growth of the cooperative movement. Its quality 
will depend upon the extent of autonomy which the 
people enjoy.

“ If the government has no faith in the people 
and if people are not to be given a free hand, co
operatives should not be organised and it will be 
better in that situation to have public sectoru nder- 
takings rather than cooperatives. If people are not 
trusted, trustworthy people will not come up” .

We shall miss his clarity of thought and fearless 
outspokenness born of true cooperative conviction.

Biographical Sketch

Dr. Gadgil was born on April 10, 1901, at Nasik 
in the then Bombay Presidency. After receiving 
his high school education at Nagpur, he proceeded 
to Cambridge University where he acquitted himself 
remarkably well. On his return he served the 
Government o f  Bombay for  a short period as Addi
tional Assistant Secretary, Department o f  Finance. 
Feeling that his calling was that o f  a teacher, he left 
Government Service and became Principal of  
M. TB-  College, Surat, in 1925 in spite o f  the great 

financial loss this entailed. He waj later Vice- 
Chancellor o f  Poona University and Director o f  the 
Gokhale Institute o f  Politics and Economics, Poona. 
He was nominated to the Rajya Sabha {Upper 
House o f  the Indian Parliament) in 1966. He was 
President o f  the National Cooperative Union o f  
India from 1964-67, until his appointment as Deputy 
Chairman o f  the Planning Commission o f  India in 
1967. He resigned this post on May 2, 1971. His 
unexpected demise occurred on his homeward 
journey to Bombay by train on May 3, 1971.
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Sixth 

Indian 

Cooperative

Congress

". . .  no other movement is 
so potentially pow erful and 

fu ll o f social purposes as 
the Cooperative M ovem ent.” I

i
M rs. h id 'ia  Ga'ulhi, Prime M inister o f lihlia, arri^'ing to inaugurate the 

6th Indian Cooperative Congress. On her right is N C U I Director 
Dr. R. C. Dnivec/i.

The triannual 6th Indian Cooperative Congress, 
convened by the National Cooperative Union of 
India, was held in New Delhi on April 10 1971.

Inaugurating the Congress, the Prime Minister 
of India, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, said, “ No Govern
ment, howsoever strong or determined, can by 
itself solve all the economic and social problems 
of the People. Economic prosperity cannot be 
air-dropped, it has to evolve and grow” . “ And in 
this process,” the Prime Minister said, “ no other 
movement is so potentially powerful and full of 
social purposes as the cooperative movement. 
It helps the people to help themselves and enables

the State to provide necessary support and resour
ces, without inhibiting their initiative and indivi
duality” .

The Congress was attended by nearly 1500 rep
resentatives of ap :x nationallevel, stale and dis
trict level, and functional cooperatives, eminent 
Cooperators and delegates from several foreign 
cooperative movements. Mr. P. E. Weeraman, 
Regional Director for South-East Asia, represen
ted the International Cooperative Alliance.

In order to facilitate the work of the Congress, 
the NCUI Secretariat had prepared comprehensive
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background papers and notes for the use of the 
delegates. The Congress discussed the various 
national problems by organising themselves into 
specialised groups i.e , Group on Housing, Group 
on Agricultural Credit, Marketing, Processing, 
Consumers Cooperation, Industrial and Insurance 
cooperatives. Urban credit. Cooperative education 
and training etc.

Yuvaraj Udaybhansinhji, President of the 
National Cooperative Union of India, presided.

T e x t o f  P r im e  M in is te r ’s  Speech

Mr. Chairman, Dr. Gadgil, delegates and distin
guished guests ;

You have chosen an appropriate time to con
vene this assembly. Our country is experiencing 
new stirrings, which I hope will also activate the 
cooperative movement.

No Government, howsoever, strong or deter
mined, can by itself solve all the economic and 
social problems with which a country is beset. 
Economic prosperity cannot be air-dropped. It 
must evolve and grow. The participation o f the 
people themselves is an essential ingredient for 
this.

The task of the Government is to supplement 
the people’s efforts: to mobilise and make avail
able the resources; to provide a blue-print and a 
plan; and to ensure that the enterprise and efforts of 
millions of people have a well-defined aim and that 
they bear fruit. In the Indian situation, the 
Government have necessarily to perform the 
negative task o f preventing vested interests 
from monopolising all the gains. Whatever the 
system of Government, the people cannot be mere 
spectators in the war against poverty. Much less 
so in a democratic society and I know of no other 
instrument so potentially powerful and full of 
social purpose as the cooperative movement. It 
helps people to help themselves. It also enables 
the State to provide the necessary support and 
resources, without inhibiting their initiative and 
individuality.

The results of the recent elections have been 
universally interpreted as a mandate for peaceful 
change. The change we seek is not one o f mere 
quantitative increase in economic prosperity. 
Change must be accompanied by a perceptible 
movement towards equality. Here again, the 
cooperative movement assumes unusual impor
tance. It is the only instrument capable of secur
ing economies of large-scale work without gene
rating the evil consequences of economic concen
tration. Modern science and technology have to 
be adopted in agriculture and industry to ensure 
that the out put, quality and cost o f production are 
the most satisfactory, and the consumer 
is well served. This is why our anxiety to end

economic concentration is matched by our search 
for an adequate alternative which would preserve 
economic viability.

However attractive the cooperative system 
might be, it can be a relevant instrument of the 
people’s choice only insofar as it can make good 
its promise. All conferences such as this one 
naturally measure the achievements o f the coope
rative movement, and these are considerable. But 
it would be worthwhile for this session to look 
deeply into whatever failures and shortcomings 
there may be. It is true that the movement is an 
ever expanding one. yet the community as a whole 
does not appear to have gained greater confidence 
in it. I wonder why this should be so. We must 
do al! we can to foster the people’s faith in the 
cooperative movement. Hence the need for an 
enquiry into the problems which face your move
ment. Perhaps you could make a start with your 
apex national institutions and then go on to 
state level unions and finally to primary societies.

I am told that over a period of time, thousands 
of institutions, registered as cooperatives in India, 
have become defunct. Dead wood must be cut 
down. There is also a danger of the word ‘coope
rative’ becoming synonymous with a special kind 
of vested interest. It is unfortunate that some 
cooperatives are looked upon as exclusive clubs, 
which shut their doors to those who do not belong 
to their circle and which do not adequately help 
the cause o f the weaker sections, which they claim 
to serve. Small farmers, tenants and: harijans arc 
seldom members o f cooperatives. It is also said 
that only a small number actually gets loans and 
assistance. Unless these trends are reversed, co
operatives will not be able to make their contri
bution to the solution o f contemporary problems. 
To do so, cooperatives must try to universalise 
and activies their membership.

The national and state level centres o f the co
operative movement must reflect the purpose and 
vitality expected o f the movement. They should 
establish effective and competent machinery to 
work in unison with national plans and develop
ment programmes in agricultural, industrial and 
consumer fields to ensure our swift advance. Op
portunities for the cooperative movement are in
deed stupendous. These must be seized.

Our agricultural economy is moving forward 
and will gain momentum in the coming years. 
The modernisation o f agriculture will necessarily 
require an underpinning of an agricultural coope
rative system. This system can provide the entire 
package o f inputs, credit and services in an integra
ted manner to our farmers. The experience of 
Japan and other agriculturally developed countries 
has shown that there is close relationship between 
the process of agricultural development and that 
of cooperative development. The two reinforce 
each other in isolation, neither is effective beyond 
a point.
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In our own country, we cannot but take note 
o f the fact that wherever an agricultural break
through is perceptible—whether it is the wheat 
revolution in Punjab or sugarcane development in 
Maharashtra—the development has been largely 
facilitated by vital cooperative structure in the 
area. In several other parts of the country, 
despite the availability of the known technology, 
the pace of agricultural development continues to 
be inhibited, partly because of the absence of a 
cooperative system which could offer credit, mate
rial inputs, marketing and processing services 
Thus it is in the interest of agricultural and co
operative development that, while devising certain 
transitional arrangements in these areas we should 
make a serious effort to create cooperative infra
structure as a necessary and long-term adjunct to 
our agricultural economy. In order to become 
active agents of developments cooperatives should 
mobilise rural savings. Otherwise they will be 
mere conduits for the transfer of resources on con
cessional terms from government and governmental 
agencies to the movement.

There is an allied problem. Of late, some 
apprehensions have been entertained in some quar
ters about the role o f the public sector vis-a-vis 
the cooperative sector as regards agricultural credit, 
etc. I do not share this fear. While cooperative 
institutions and public corporations may have 
different forms of ownership and management, 
they have similar social purpose. I visualise a 
growing and collaborative relationship between 
the public sector and the cooperative sector.

The Reserve Bank has recently taken steps to 
enable the nationalised commercial banks to 
finance primary agricultural societies in certain 
areas where the district cooperative banks are 
weak. This is still an experimental stage at present. 
I hope the experiment will succeed and will help 
to develop a frame work of collaboration between 
primary credit cooperatives and public sector bank
ing institutions. As regards agricultural market
ing the Food Corporation of India is already trying 
to make maximum use o f local cooperatives as 
their agencies for procurement. I hope that a 
suitable working relationship will be evolved bet
ween the newly established Cotton and Jute Cor
porations on the one hand, and marketing and 
processing cooperatives on the other.

Another important sphere in which coopera
tives can play a significant role is in the distribu
tion o f consumer goods. The pressure on prices is 
o f serious concern to our economy. Government 
are adopting necessary measures, including the 
building up o f bufferstocks o f agricultural commo
dities in the public sector. However, these measures 
need to be reinforced by organised action by the 
consumers themselves. I hope this Conference 
will give detailed consideration to consumer co
operatives. The development o f a sound consumer 
cooperative structure needs attention and persis
tent efifort.

During the last decade, we have undertaken the 
development of consumer cooperatives. Some 
cooperatives have succeeded, but their total impact 
has not been very significant. Consumer coope
ratives with growth potential should be identified 
and enabled to enlarge their operations, thus exer
ting a beneficial influence on the trade in consu
mer goods.

I am confident that our recent political gains 
will be matched by a dynamic economy. Our 
people do not expect magic from the Government 
and the leadership. They do expect, and they are 
entitled to, hard and honest work; and the intelli
gent and unrelenting pursuit o f practical pro
grammes. In this exciting endeavour, I hope the 
cooperative movement will play a decisive and 
distinguished role, befitting its high ideals and in 
this, you can be assured o f the fullest support of 
the government.

I have great pleasure in inaugurating the Sixth 
Indian Cooperative Congress and may I echo the 
sentiments expressed in the beautiful invocation 
s hi oka.

'"United be our hearts and minds and common 
be our purpose.''

Greetings from the International Cooperative 
Alliance to the Sixth Indian Cooperative Congress 
conveyed by Mr. P.E. Weeraman, ICA Regional 
Director for South-East Asia.

Mr. President, Hon’ble Madam Prime Minister, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to extend to you the 
heartiest greetings o f the International Cooperative 
Alliance and its best wishes for the complete 
success of your Congress.

It has been most pleasant and stimulating for 
the personnel of the ICA ta  work in close liaison 
with the National Cooperative Union o f India and 
its member organisations. I would take this 
opportunity to thank the National Cooperative 
Union of India and its affiliates for the steady 
support given to the ICA Regional Office during 
its first decade. I must also take advantage of the 
presence of the Prime Minister of India to express 
publicly our thanks to the Government of India 
for the very valuable and steady support the ICA 
has received from the government for running a 
Regional Office for South-East Asia located in 
New Delhi. I wish to make a special mention of 
the lead given by the Government o f India in 
ofifering technical assistance by way o f 500 scholar
ships during the next ten years in support o f the 
objectives o f the Cooperative Development Decade.

It is very gratifying to us cooperators to have 
with us here the Prime Minister o f India. We 
rejoice in a special way because we have with us 
as Prime Minister o f India, one who has given the 
world body o f the Cooperative Movement her un
qualified support as the Honorary President of the
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Advisory Council of the ICA’s Regional Office 
since its inauguration in 1960. We rejoice, Madam 
Prime Minister, that you are as much a supporter 
of the Cooperative Moverrent as your revered 
father. We rejoice, therefore, that you have 
received a vote of confidence of the highest order 
from the largest democracy of the world. This 
vote for democracy means that the progress of the 
Cooperative Movement is assured in India, for 
political democracy would not be meaningful 
without economic democracy, for the establishment 
of which Cooperation is the only way. And, 
Madam Prime Minister, as you very rightly pointed 
out there is no conflict between the cooperatives 
and the public sector for both seek to do the same 
thing—to substitute the notion of organised service 
to the whole community for that of struggle for 
profit and domination.

I believe that this Congress is the most appro
priate forum for the cooperators of India to 
reaffirm that the role of the cooperatives in 
national development is that o f initiators and 
collaborators, as voluntary and autonomous 
bodies and as free and equal partners of the State 
in the great task of nation-building. The famous 
words of Jawaharlal Nehru that he wanted to 
“convulse India with Cooperation and make it the 
basic activity of India and the cooperative app
roach the basic thinking of India, to make it an 
essential basic fabric of the State—not part of the 
State governments,” continue to ring in our ears. 
I wish also to quote the recent remark of Dr. 
Mauritz Bonow, the President of the International 
Cooperative Alliance, that “ it is absolutely 
essential that the long-term objective of making 
the Cooperative Movement an independent and 
autonomous one is kept constantly in mind. We 
would have mistaken the casket for the gem if we 
were to perpetuate an arrangement whereby the 
initiative and democratic character of the Coope
rative Movement would be impaired” . These 
words should serve as guidelines throughout your 
deliberations.

M r Weeraman seen conveying the greetings o f  the IC A  
to the Congress.

India sets the pattern of cooperative develop
ment for the rest of the Asian Region. Therefore, 
dear fellow cooperators, your deliberations at this 
conference will have great meaning for the Coope
rative Movements o f the other Asian countries, 
and even for African countries, and so a great 
responsibility attaches to you to ariive at mature 
conclusions, for which I bid you god-speed.”

REPORT OF THE ICA COMMISSION ON COOPERATIVE PRINCIPLES 

Reprint with slight revision as directed by the 

ICA Congress in Hamburg 1969 

Price 50p. Indian Rs. 9.00 including postage, available from : 

International Cooperative Alliance,

London—New Delhi
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Maharashtra State Cooperative Union 
Celebrates its Golden Jubilee

The Maharashtra State Cooperative Union 
celebrated its Golden Jubilee at an impressive 
function held on 23rd May, 1971 in Bombay. 
Mr. Y. B. Chavan, Union Minister for Finance, 
inaugurated the celebrations. Addressing the vast 
gathering of cooperators present, Mr. Chavan said 
that the Cooperative Movement should try to 
involve weaker sections of the society in order to 
remove poverty. The Movement, he added, would 
not afford to be static and, therefore, needed a 
re-evaluation to ascertain how far it benefited the 
poor. A large section of the community had not 
reaped the fruits of development and efforts had 
to be made to make them share such fruits. 
Cooperative Societies wouid have to start new 
activities in this direction, particularly in the rural 
areas, he added.

Mr. V. P. Naik, Chief Minister of Maharashtra, 
presiding over the celebrations, referred to the 
criticism that the government was interfering in 
the affairs of the cooperatives and said that the 
government had no intention to do so. For the 
healthy growth, however, certain regulations were 
necessary.

Mr. P. E. Weeraman, ICA Regional Director 
for South-East Asia, who spoke earlier emphasized 
the need for the cooperatives to be autonomous 
and self-reliant.

He said. “ It would be most appropriate if at 
this point when you can look back with satisfac
tion upon 50 years of nation-building work you do 
some introspection as well as some planning for 
the future. And perhaps this is the most suitable 
occassion for this.

“ Most of my distinguished audience will remem
ber that at the last Indian Cooperative Congress 
held in April this year, the Prime Minister of India 
declared in unequivocal terms that she knew “of 
no other instrument so potentially powerful and 
full of social purpose as the cooperative move
ment” . I would take advantage of the presence 
of the Finance Minister of India, the Hon’ble 
Shri Chavan, at these celebrations to express our 
highest appreciation of these weighty words, 
coming as they do from the Prime Minister o f the 
largest democracy in the world. These words are 
certainly a source of great encouragement to those 
who are seeking to spread the coop, movement.

M r. P.E. W eeraman, ICA R tg ijiia l Direct nr fo r  S -E  Asia aclJressiitg the distinguished gathering.
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“ I would also draw your attention to another 
significant statement in her address to the Sixth 
Indian Cooperative Congress “ It is true” , she said, 
“that the movement is an ever expanding one, yet 
the community as a whole does not appear to have 
gained greater confidence in it. I wonder why this 
should be so. We must do all we can to foster 
the people’s faith in the cooperative movement. 
Hence the need for an enquiry into the problems 
which face your movement. Perhaps you could 
make a start with your apex national institutions 
and then go down to state level unions and finally 
to primary societies” . These words are of great 
relevance to this conference.

‘'Your Union has done some positive thinking 
on this subject already and vou have been in the 
vanguard of the demand for the de-officialisation 
of the movement.

“ Most of the countries which were until recently 
ruled by the British have this same tale of woe. 
Although it was in the United Kingdom that the 
first cooperative law in the world was passed, the 
Industrial and Provident Societies Act o f 1852. the 
British did not give to India the benefit of their 
experience when they framed the Cooperative 
Societies Act of 1904. This was more than 50 
years after the passage of their law and inspite of 
their knowing the benefit which the people o f the 
United Kingdom had derived from this law. the 
British chose to enact in India in 1904 a law which

ensured that the cooperators would be compelled to 
look up to government officials for leadership at 
all times. There was no room for voluntary 
leadership to grow and obviously the British 
Government did not fancy having a truly voluntary 
and autonomous movement in these countries for 
such a movement would have been greatest asset 
that the freedom movement of a country could 
have had

“ The pity of it is that when we gained our inde
pendence neither our governments nor the bulk of 
our people understood the defects of the legislation 
which the British had enacted in respect of coope
rative societies.

“ It is time for the cooperators and the govern
ments of our countries to realise that governments 
have tried their hand long enough in developing 
the cooperative movement from the top down
wards holding all the reins o f control and manage
ment. It is time that the cooperators are given a 
free hand. Their failures will be the pillars of 
their success and their successes will gain for the 
movement the greater confidence o f the community 
as a whole, which the Prime Minister correctly 
regretted was lacking at the moment. Today 
generally speaking the people are not truly involved 
in cooperatives, which are virtually managed by 
the State, and those who seek to correct the posi
tion are few and far between. Wherever coopera-

(Contd. on page 16)

M r. P.E.liVeeraman, presenting a copy o f  the "Professor D.G. Karve Commemoration Volume”
to M r. Y . B. Chavan.
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National Movements : The Key to Development
N an cy G oodw in B riesk e

The Cooperative Development Decade (CDD  
1971-1980), now confirmed as a major undertaking 
of the International Cooperative Alliance, has been 
given the blessing o f the Secretary-General o f the 
United Nations, U Thant. But having arrived, 
will it succeed? The answer to this question dep
ends primarily on the national cooperative move
ments. True enough the TCA Secretariat which is 
to be the guiding force and nerve centre for the 
CDD is looking to outside voluntary and govern
mental organisations to help support the Decade. 
But the efforts and finances of both the ICA Sec
retariat and external organisations will be very 
limited or useless unless the national cooperative 
movements are willing to involve themselves in the 
CDD.

The ICA Secretariat alone, with its limited 
budget and staff, can never carry out the many 
necessary tasks. Neither can it depend solely on 
funds from external organisations. Self-help is a 
cooperative principle and prospects o f outside help 
must not be allowed to obscure or override. Fur
thermore, it cannot be expected that development 
agencies outside the cooperative movement will 
wish to contribute to the ICA programme if it 
lacks the support of its own members.

Apart from purely financial needs, support 
from national movements is required if the ideals 
of the cooperative movement are to spread in 
developing countries. Mutual aid is the basis of 
the cooperative movement, and today there is every 
reason for cooperators to extend this concept be
yond their own societies to encompass fellow co- 
operators everywhere. Governments of develop
ing countries can pass legislation to encourage the 
cooperative movement; offer incentives for its 
growth and employ technical advisers to assist it. 
But no government can instil the principle of 
mutual aid where none has been demonstrated; 
nor can advisers from outside the cooperative 
movement communicate with would-be-cooperators 
with the same sympathy and understanding that 
an experienced cooperator could feel. The know
ledge on the part of a cooperative that it is not 
working in isolation but has the personal interest 
and tangible support of other movements can go a 
long way in encouraging cooperative development.

There are four ways in which national move
ments can help in cooperative development.

Firstly, there are direct financial donations to 
the ICA Development Fund. For movements with 
areas of special interest, donations can be earmark
ed for projects in these areas. The Fund offers a 
means for small cooperative societies who are not 
themselves in a position to carry out development 
projects to make a contribution to the CDD. But 
the greatest advantage of the Fund, whether for 
large or small donations, is that it is administered 
by a central agent, the ICA Secretariat, which has

a wide knowledge o f the needs of the developing 
world. Hence, donors are saved the time and 
expense o f seeking out worthwhile projects, 
recipients have faster access to aid, and wasteful 
duplication is avoided.

Secondly, for movements which have not only 
money but facilities and personnel available for 
development work, there is much to be done in the 
area of cooperative training and education. Efforts 
in this field include supplying educational materials 
and arranging seminars in developing countries, 
or hosting seminars and study tours in the donor’s 
own country. Experts from established coopera
tives are frequently needed to advise developing 
cooperatives on technical or administrative matters, 
the installation and use of new equipment, or new 
methods to increase production. The lending of 
such experts is importants both for the financial 
gains they can bring to cooperatives and the com
munication links they establish.

While examples of training and advisory assis
tance already in progress are considerable, the 
third type o f activity needed in the CDD has recei
ved little attention from national movements, 
namely research. Effective cooperative develop
ment requires careful studies of the problems 
which impede the growth and efficiency of coopera
tives. It is necessary to identify needs, available 
resources for meeting those needs and priorities in 
initiating concrete projects. Clearly it is the poten
tial donors or recipients o f such aid, that is 
national movements, who are best placed to under
take this research.

Finally, national movements can facilitate co
ordination and communication. Development 
work can be greatly increased or improved if co
operative movements establish informal links with 
all aid donors in a given area, including national 
governments, international organisations and vo
luntary bodies, and coordinate plans with various 
governmental agencies in their own country. Work
ing with these various bodies can mean not only 
more money for cooperative development but more 
comprehensive projects which will be in keeping 
with patterns of change already initiated in deve
loping countries.

Dissemination of information about CDD goals 
and strategy is needed to encourage member sup
port. National movements can help by preparing 
films, radio programmes and other publicity mate
rials for wide distribution, by arranging group dis
cussions and by mounting fund-raising drives. This 
last effort is very important because it can involve 
the active participation of every member o f a co
operative. National movements should not merely 
agree to development projects but ensure that their 
members can feel personally involved in earring 
them out. •
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Rural Uneiiiploynient 

and Cooperatives'"

B. Venkatappiah

I would first of all thank the Committee for 
Cooperative Training for having me to this impor
tant symposium. Not only the subject, but also 
the composition of this national symposium—in 
which so many young academic minds will, I hope, 
contribute to the discussion of the problem—ren
ders the occasion particularly significant and 
interesting.

I take it that the main object of this symposium 
is to let all of you, young men and women from 
all over the country from different universities, to 
participate in this discussion and throw light either 
on the substance o f the subject or on various 
approaches, and especially the cooperative appro
ach, to the extremely important problem of rural 
unemployment. I shall not try to deal with the 
topic in any exhaustive manner. That would not 
be expected in an inaugural speech. In fact, to deal 
with a subject so vast in any comprehensive 
manner would require a series o f research projects 
and volumes of dissertation.

I think, therefore, the main idea should be to 
try, during these discussions, to identify those lines 
of approach which might be most useful in a prac
tical sense. From that point of view I would start 
by making the suggestion that, though the total 
problem is vast and complicated, cooperatives do 
have an important role to play in relation to rural 
unemployment—a role which today can be signi
ficant and tomorrow can be substantial. In terms 
such as we are thinking, namely, a whole decade— 
the Seventies—the role can be quite important. 
Why do I say this ? It occurs to me that in order 
to arrive at any such conclusion we have to deal 
with three or four separate aspects of the subject. 
These aspects are so different from one another as

♦Inaugural address delivered by Mr. B. Venkatappiah, 
M em ber, Planning Comm ission, at the Symposium on the 
“ The role o f the Cooperative M ovem ent in effectively tack
ling the problem  o f rural unem ploym ent in the seventies” 
at Bangalore on February 8, 1971.

to form almost separate subjects themselves. They 
are ;

1. The nature, extent and pattern of rural 
unemployment itself. We must understand 
what it is.

2. The nature, extent and pattern of the gene
ral economic and socio-economic pro
grammes needed for tackling the problem 
of rural unemployment.

3. To what extent and in what manner can 
cooperatives be associated effectively with 
this general endeavour in relation to the 
problem of rural unemployment ?

4. Are there any special ways in which co
operatives can contribu e to the solution of 
the problem of rural unemployment ?

First, what is the nature, pattern and extent of 
rural unemployment ? In this connection we 
have to consider concepts like ‘labour force’, ‘un
employment’ ‘under employment’ and so on. 
These, in fact, have been recently looked into 
by a Committee of Experts appointed by the Plan
ning Commission under the Chairmanship of Prof. 
Dantwala. Some of you might have read the report. 
The concept of a labour force, though useful and 
significant in certain situations, does not really 
apply in Indian conditions. Both this and the two
fold concept of unemployment and under-employ
ment have to be analysed very carefully in the 
Indian context in order to obtain useful results. 
Indeed, we have to be very particular and specific 
in making use o f these concepts for meaningful 
and practical purpose i.e. for policies and pro
grammes. The process o f global or aggregate 
quantification is important and useful but what is 
more important is to qualify the quantification with 
reference to specific local situation. After all, 
policies and programmes have to be conceived and 
executed in relation to the concrete, but varying.
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contexts existing in different parts o f India. With 
this broad reservation, then, about all global 
figures and all-India estimates, I would recall that 
—in terms of rural sector alone—the total labour 
force was about 140 million in 1961 ; it is about 
170 million in 1971 ; while for 1981 the relevant 
projection is above 210 million. The labour force 
itself is conceptually made up of certain age-groups 
of men and o f certain categories o f women. How 
many, out of this total, are unemployed or under
employed and in what seasons, so far as occupations 
connected with agriculture are concerned ? Can 
jobs be quantified mechanically as a function of 
investment : both plan investment and that in the 
private sector ? Gan there be meaningful estimates 
o f the so-called backlogs of “ unemployment” 
relatable to each o f the previous Five-year Plans ? 
Or are the figures largely fallacious and illusory, 
though this is not to underestimate the seriousness 
or magnitude o f the problem itself ? On all these 
points I would refer you, purely by way of preli
minary clarification, to the arguments and conclu
sions o f the Dantwala Committee.

The second aspect which I have mentioned 
relates to the type of general economic endeavour 
needed for tackling the problem o f rural unemploy
ment. On this w'e have, for one thing, a number 
of suggestions made as a result of studies carried 
out in different regions. Though there may be 
over-simplification in the classification of rural un
employment and under-employment, yet it would 
be useful and necessary, from the point of view of 
programmes, to divide rural producers and workers 
into certain broad categories :

1. Those who can look after themselves with 
the existing infra-structure of credit, market
ing, supplies etc. and obtain significant 
benefits from the new technology in agri
culture. These are the “ surplus” farmers.

2. Those who have a certain minimum of land 
as also the possibility of water-resources as 
their assets and are therefore ‘potentially 
viable’. What they need is supply o f inputs 
like see(fc, fertilisers pesticides, etc. to make 
them actually viable. These, however, are 
not readily accessible to them as they are 
not normally regarded as ‘credit-worthy’ 
by the institutions concerned.

3. Sub-marginal farmers whose assets are too 
limited to enable them to reach a certain 
minimum standard. In this case, the 
programme would not only have to be 
input-oriented, but also include provision 
for subsidiary occupations for the indi
viduals either as a producer or as a worker 
or both depending on the particular 
situation.

4. Agricultural landless labour is yet another 
category for which a somewhat different 
programme would be necessary. This

would largely be in the nature o f rural works 
which would provide employment oppor
tunities.

These categories exist in different parts of India 
in varying proportions and different situations. We 
have to identify particular types o f programmes 
where cooperatives can contribute in a significant 
way From this point of view we must regard the 
Cooperative as one o f the forms of organisation 
available for the purpose. There will be other 
including panchayats, private agencies etc. More 
over, Cooperatives by themselves cannot do much 
unless the general economic endeavour of the 
country is planned and oriented on appropriate 
lines in this context, and the policies themselves 
are supported by adequate resources.

If these categories cover most of the rural 
areas, then we must have programmes which could 
provide inputs to the potentially viable farmers, 
some kind o f market-oriented programmes for the 
sub-marginal farmers, and rural works programme 
for agricultural landless labourers. In fact, as 
many of you must be aware, fairly substantial 
“pilot” programmes have been drawn up on these 
lines and are in many cases already operative in 
different parts of the country. There is a series of 
46 projects for potentially viable small farmers, 
and another of 40 for sub-marginal farmers. 
An amount of Rs. 115 crores has been earmarked 
for the total programme for potentially viable and 
sub-marginal farmers. Moreover, some three 
times that amount is assumed to be available from 
the credit institutions. For the agricultural 
labourer, especially in the drought-prone areas, 
there is a massive programme of rural works, 
mostly consisting of minor irrigation, soil conser
vation, roads and afforestation This has been 
taken up and started in many of the States. An 
amount of Rs. 100 crores has been earmarked for 
approximately fifty such projects. There is also a 
crash rural employment programme, o f the order 
of Rs. 50 crores per annum, the details of which 
are being worked out.

Cooperatives can, and ought to, play a very 
important role in this context. There are certain 
considerations we have to keep in mind. Co
operatives, by their very origin, are essentially for 
the weak man. Unemployment is also largely of 
the weak. In fact, unemployment by itself places 
the unemployed in the category of the weak. There
fore, if the cooperatives do not come forward to 
try and help the weak, it vvill mean that there is 
something wrong in the idea, formulation and pro
cess of cooperation. Another equally important 
aspect is that this effort requires scientific and 
realistic study to which all the relevant disciplines 
and all the appropriate organisations—social 
sciences, administration and banking institutions— 
will have to contribute. This task involves very 
hard work, and cooperators have to make a deter
mined effort. Among the measures in which co
operatives can participate, the programme of rural
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works is one o f the most important. A number of 
experiments are being carried out in this respect in 
diferent regions. They may provide the answers 
to certain questions. Thus, should we organize 
rural works projects for each particular locality, 
e.g. each village, or should the programme be con
ceived as pertaining to a larger unit, e.g., the whole 
district ? Can the needs of development be recon
ciled with those o f local labour which is partly, but 
only partly, engaged on agricultural occupations. 
In any case, rural works programmes are inevitable 
and they are bound to form an important part of 
the general grogramme. Cooperatives can effec
tively participate in such programmes by forming 
labour cooperatives which replaces the middle
man and the contractor. There can be labour co
operatives for road works, for buildings and for 
irrigation projects of various sizes. Not least, 
more attention than at present can be paid to 
forest labourers’ cooperatives. Today lebour co
operatives—whatever the category—are, by and 
large, not functioning either significantly or satis
factorily. All this indicates the need to give 
specific thought to this matter so that careful study 
is made o f the issues involved and suitable and use
ful programmes are chalked out for the-purpose.

I have alluded to the credit needs of the small 
and sub-marginal farmer. Cooperative banks and, 
cooperative credit societies—both long-term and 
short-term—can play a very important part in the

programmes I have mentioned. In fact the pro
grammes postulate a crucial role for cooperatives 
in the context o f credit. Many special features, 
including managerial subsidy for the organisation 
of “supervised credit” , have been incorporated in 
the programmes for the purpose o f enabhng Coop
eratives to play an adequate part in this total effort.

Are there any special types of cooperatives 
which are relevant to the general endeavour we 
have been discussing ? There are o f course co
operative sugar factories, other agro-industries as 
well as cooperative dairies etc. which create em
ployment. I have referred to forest labourers’ 
cooperatives which enable forest labourers—very 
often tribals—to get better employment, including 
better terms o f employment, which otherwise 
would not be possible. There are lift irrigation 
societies for which, in the context of programmes 
for small farmers, encouragement is being given in 
certain States. Another and extremely important 
category, because of its potentialities, is the rural 
electric cooperative. The pilot societies organised 
in different States for the purpose of enabling 
the rural consumers of eleciricity to take over its 
distribution have evoked considerable interest in 
the rural population. In generating and distribut
ing electricity, we also generate and distribute 
opportunities o f employment.

{Continued on page 30)

GOLDEN JUBILEE
(Contd from page 12)

tives have not been interfered with, they have suc
ceeded. You have many examples of these successes 
in your own State and as against them, one can 
also point to many that have failed inspite o f the 
guidance and direction given them by government 
officials and nominees.

“ It is my humble opinion that if the community 
as a whole is to gain greater confidence in the 
movement, the movement must cease to be a 
government show in the eyes of the community.

“ In this connection, I would crave your indul
gence to quote the famous words of Jawaharlal 
Nehru that he wanted to “ convulse India with 
Cooperation a n d  make it the basic activity of India 
and the cooperative approach the basic thinking of 

Jndia, to.m akeit an essential basic fabric of the 
State—not part of the State Government” .

“ It is my sincere wish that in the seventies, 
which is incidentally the Cooperative Development 
Decade, your Union will meet with real success 
in your efforts to make the cooperative 
movement of your State a truly voluntary and 
autonomous one. I would recall here the words 
of our widely lamented cooperative guru the late 
Prof. D. R. Gadgil at the celebrations of the last 
All-India Cooperative Week in Delhi State that the

movement would not be cooperative i f  it were not 
voluntary and autonomous. ^

“ In the words of Dr. Mauritz Bonow, the Presi
dent of the International Cooperative Alliance, “ it 
is absolutely essental that the long-term objective of 
making the Cooperative Movement an independent 
and autonomous one is kept constantly in mind. 
We would have mistaken the casket for the gem if 
we were to perpetuate an “ arrangement whereby 
the initiative and democratic character o f the 
Cooperative Movement would be impaired” .

Mr. Weeraman presented copies of “ Professor
D. G. Karve Commemoration Volutne” to Mr. 
Y. B. Chavan, Minister of Finance, and to Mr. 
L B. Bhokare, President of the Maharashtra State 
Cooperative Union.

The Union also held an exhibition in which 
various cooperative organisations participated in 
connection with the Golden Jubilee Celebrations. 
The 1C A Regional Office & Education Centre also 
participated in the exhibition.

A two-day Seminar on “Cooperation and 
Democratic Socialism” was also held under the 
Presidentship o f Mr. T. S. Bharde, Speaker o f the 
Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. The speakers 
at the Seminar were Mr. V. S. Page, Chairman of 
the State Legislative Council, Dr. V. M. Dandekar, 
Director of Gokhale Institute of Economics and 
Politics, Poona, and Mr. P. E. Weeraman, ICA 
Regional Director for South-East A sia .#
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A Cooperative Ideology For a New Asia
P r e sid e n t F erd in a n d  £ .  M a r c o s*

You came at a time when our country is still 
reeling from the force of a calamity that has left 
Manila and several provinces in a state of disarray. 
You may experience some inconvenience and 
discomfort due to the disruption o f normal 
facilities. I hope, however, that the warmth of 
our welcome for you and the eagerness of our 
enthusiasm over you • presence io our midst will 
make up somewhat for some of the inadequacies.

This conference, I am informed, grew out of a 
workshop on agricultural credit for countries in 
the Far East that was started in 1956 in Manila 
and Baguio. We are doubly honoured that this 
First Conference on Agricultural Credit and 
Cooperatives for all countries in Asia is also held 
here. This invites our gratitude and deepens our 
goodwill for all the nations participating in the 
conference.

Fourteen years have passed since the 1956 
workshop. Many things have happened during 
those fourteen years in Asia and in the world at 
large. The time and the occasion do not permit 
the enumeration of these events. Certain develop
ments and situations, however, have special 
relevance to the subject matter and purpose o f this 
conference and I shall briefly touch upon them.

Green Revolution

What many now call the green revolution is one 
event that has contemporary and far-reaching 
import and implications especially to the huge 
populations o f Asia whose lives have for so long 
been darkened by the spectre of hunger and want. 
The spectacular advances in production in many 
areas of agriculture, particularly in rice which is 
Asia’s principle staple, have lighted up hopes and 
confidence in the future. It is no small source of 
gratification that the green revolution has rapidly 
spread in this region and beyond as a result of 
international cooperation.

Advances in the field o f agricultural production 
however brought about new problems and ex
acerbated old infirmities in our traditional societies. 
The spectacular increase in the production o f a 
major crop like rice has created a complex of 
problems. Almost overnight the existing facilities 
for storage and processing became obsolete or at 
least sorely inadequate. Credit and financing, 
already inadequate to sustain the momentum of 
production, have to be greatly expanded to support 
the green revolution.

‘ Speech delivered by the President o f the Republic o f  th e  
Philippines, at the  opening cerem ony o f the 1st Asian 
C onference on Agricultural C redit and C ooperatives, Phi- 
lamlife A uditorium . D ecem ber 1, 1970.

M a r k e tin g  o f  A g r ic u ltu r a l P ro d u ce

A corollary problem, perhaps even more yital 
to the whole social economy of agricultural pro
duction, is marketing. This problem has both 
domestic and international implications. Within 
the nation, the need for a different system of mar
keting has arisen—one that would break away 
from the exploitative middleman-dominated set-up 
which deprives the small farmers o f a large share 
o f the value of their produce, and one that will be 
owned and controlled by the farmers themselves. 
This is essential to continued production. It is 
also a matter of social or economic justice.

In its international aspect, marketing of agri
cultural surpluses o f countries in Asia brings these 
countries into competition with one another, most 
o f Asia being agricultural and in many cases 
producing identical crops.

This, however, is only one facet of the problem. 
It is also, I feel, the important facet. Under the 
pressure of common goals and aspirations, the 
nations of Asia, I am sure, will find the solution to 
the diflSculty.

The more challenging facet or phase is the 
competition that certain advanced countries out
side our region poses. Because of superior finan
cing and bargaining position, these countries can 
dump their surplus agricultural crops in the available 
markets anywhere in the world on terms that we 
cannot compete with. This has happened in the 
past. It is bound to happen again. It is a problem 
that the developing nations of Asia and elsewhere 
must learn how to overcome.

W in d s o f  C h an ge

In the domestic and international aspects of 
dimensions of the marketing problem that the 
green revolution has brought to the fore, another 
development may be viewed in perspective : the 
eruption of social protest and discontent in Asia 
and for that matter in practically every country in 
our restive world. This social convulsion is, to 
be sure, not new ; it has been with us for so long. 
In recent years, however, it has acquired the 
quality of a universal upheaval the meaning and 
messagfi_of which are as deep and profound as they 
are candid and clear.

The meaning and message of this universal 
upheaval is change—change in the established 
order of things—change in the structure and pre
mises of the traditional societies. In one fearsome 
word, revolution.
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There is another, gentler but equally expressive 
term for this apochal phenomenon. It is social 
justice—the rising clamour o f the poor and the dis
inherited o f the world who have finally realized 
their rights, entitlements and worth as members— 
majority members at that—of political and social 
orders from which they have been alienated for so 
long.

This rising clamor is, I think, loude and clearest 
in Asia where it is also most relevant and justified.

All Asia, with the singular exception of Japan, 
is agricultural and in the main feudalistic in cha
racter. Its poverty is massive and its poor are 
being exposed to winds o f change.

The winds blow from two directions : one from 
the West to which most Asians have had long 
attachment in colonial servitudes ; the other from 
the East, close by, where brother Asians, who like 
them had been despoiled by foreign domination, 
claim to have conquered poverty and ended the 
exploitation o f man by man.

Exposed to these competing winds of change, 
the masses of Asia are aroused and agitated. They 
are restive and confused. They are clamouring for 
change, for liberation from poverty, for social 
justice. And, they are learning to articulate their 
clamour in militant and organized activism.

It is against the backdrop o f this historic drama 
of Asian masses actively seeking and demanding 
change that, I feel, this conference finds or should 
find its significance and its prespective.

Agricultural credit and cooperatives are stra
tegic areas in which the imperious clamour for 
change in Asia can find a substantial measure of 
satisfaction. The participants in this conference 
who are all equipped with experience in the prob
lems of agricultural credit and cooperatives will, 
I am sure, realize that timidity and orthodox 
methods o f grappling with the problem o f old-age 
poverty and stagnancy will no longer sufiice. 
Bolder, more imaginative and more socially con
scious ideas, policies and techniques in both pro
gramming and implementation are required if the 
race must be won between poverty and prosperity, 
between social chaos and social stability, between 
violent revolution and peaceful change.
T h e  C o o p e r a tiv e  M o v e m e n t

We in the Philippines are trying to mobilize 
all available resources, human, material and spiri
tual, to achieve the required social change and 
transformation through the ways of peace. In this 
historic task, we know we can learn from the 
experience of others. We therefore lay great value 
by conferences like this one that we are opening 
today. I am sure every delegate here shares the 
same mind and the same motivation.

O f the two fields that this conference will add
ress its deliberations to—agricultural credit and 
cooperatives—the latter impresses me as the more 
basically vital and potentially more dynamic. For 
cooperatives are institutions o f human beings with 
deeply humanitarian philosophy and purpose with 
a firm and faithful commitment to the achievement 
o f social justice and economic democracy on the

strength of voluntary action to satisfy common 
economic and social needs of people. They are 
peculiarly suited to the economically small and 
weak for whom indeed they have been conceived. 
Propelled by the power of self-help and self-reli
ance, cooperatives can be effective means of ratio
nalizing the problem of credit both with respect to 
generation of funds and to their efiicient manage
ment. As institutions of people, they can replace 
or at least balance the institutions of property that 
today constitute the citadels of the status quo. 
They can thus bring about the revolutionary change 
that the tamper of the times demands.

For the restless masses o f Asia, cooperatives 
offer perhaps the only desirable and acceptable 
alternative to a violent revolution.
D y n a m ic  C o o p e r a tiv e  P r in c ip le s

Asia is poor in material weajth but it is rich in 
human and natural resources. Its capacity for 
development must be drawn from the built upon 
the organization of vast reservoir of human re
sources which after all constitute the real and true 
productive and creative power in any society. 
Mobilised, motivated and organized in accordance 
with the dynamic principles of cooperation, the 
great masses of Asia can transform this sprawling 
but depressed region into a giant power bloc that 
can outpace the existing power system in the 
establishment of a new civilization.

In pursuing the cooperative vision, however, let 
us be practical and pragmatic. Cooperatives do 
not come out and develop out of a wish or even a 
solemn declaration of intention or policy. In the 
existing environment including the culture which 
shapes the attitudes and actuations o f our peoples 
in Asia, cooperatives can only come to their own 
if supported and sustained by a consciously planned 
implemented programme o f education in coopera
tives. Less than this will not be enough. Indeed 
we shall need more.
A n Id e o lo g y  o f  C h an ge

We shall need, to begin with to elevate coope
ratives or the cooperative system into an ideology. 
An ideology o f change and development. An 
ideology of social reform and human reformation. 
A revolutionary ethic.

If we in Asia can adopt the cooperative ideology, 
we shall be seeking our common development on 
ideological grounds where the decisive struggle in 
the world today is being waged.

The choice and the decision are not easy to 
make. Yet they must be made before it is too 
late.

At the proper time and occasion I hope to be 
able to take this up with our own national policy 
authorities. If the opportunity present itself, 
I may later formally propose it for the considera
tion o f the constituted leaders of free Asia.

Meanwhile, I close with the hope that this con
ference will provide some fresh insight into the 
problems of cooperatives and how best to approach 
and solve them. Such insights can help in such 
formulation o f the new ideology for a new A sia .#
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Weeraman Addresses the UNESCO Regional Conference
Extracts o f  Statement by Mr. P. E. Weeraman, 

Regional Director fo r  South-East Asia o f  the 
International Cooperative Alliance at the Third 
UNESCO Regional Conference o f  Education Minis
ters and Those Responsible for  Economic Planning 
in Asia, 31st. May—7th. June 1971.

“ It is the ICA's duty to remind the distin
guished participants of this Conference of the need 
to regard Cooperative Education as an essential 
part o f the educational programme of every deve
loping country if such programme is to be geared 
to social and economic development.

The United Nations General Assembly by its 
Resolution 2459 (XXIII) o f 1968 recommended 
that the governments o f the developed countries 
should assist the Cooperative Movements of the 
developing countries. The Economic and Social 
Council of the United Nations, endorsed the view 
that the' Cooperative Movement was important 
for economic and social development.

The FAO, ILO and UNIDO  followed suit 
and UNESCO at its last General Sessions, held in 
Paris in 1970, resolved that Cooperative Education 
is important for development.

No scheme of social and economic develop
ment which depends for its success on the effective 
participation o f the people at the grass-roots level 
can succeed without the involvement of appropri
ate voluntary institutions of the people themselves.

As cooperatives are strongest at the level at 
which any government is weakest,—the village, 
—most governments depend upon the Cooperative 
Movement for the implementation of their schemes 
of economic development, where popular partici
pation is necessary. The work o f the cooperative 
sector is complementary to that of the public 
sector and therefore it deserves equally well of 
both the public and the government.

Further, it is only a voluntary and autonomous 
institution o f the people that can give to a govern
ment real support in its efforts at national develop
ment. And, a Cooperative is just that—a voluntary 
and autonomous democratic body based on mutual 
selfhelp and on the notion of rendering an orga
nised service to its members in particular and the

whole community in general in the solution of their 
common economic problems on a non-profit basis, 
thus helping to establish an economic democracy 
without which political democracy would not be 
meaningful. Therefore the education of the adults 
as well as the students, the coming generations, in 
the principles and practices of Cooperation is a 
must. Hence the resolution o f UNESCO, referred 
to earlier. Therefore, I submit, education in Co
operation should find a place in the syllabi of 
secondary schools and adult education centres.

I wish to take this opportunity of inviting the 
attention of the Ministers o f Education and those 
responsible for economic planning in Asia to the 
position of Cooperative Education as a pre-requisite 
for the sucessful implementation o f schemes of 
economic development.

The j)oint of my speaking on this subject under 
item 9 is to draw the attention o f those responsible 
for planning to the fact that Cooperative Education 
is a key area for international cooperation. The 
United Nations General Assembly has already 
asked the developed countries as well as the ILO 
and the ICA in its Resolution cited above to give 
assistance to the developing countries in the field 
o f technical assistance for the development of the 
Cooperative Movement in those countries.

In this connection I might mention with the 
greatest appreciation that the Government of India 
has offered 500 Scholarships to foreign students 
at the rate o f  50 Scholarships a year during the 
United Nations Second Development Decade which 
is also the Cooperative Development Decade; 
Scholarships for studying cooperative management 
in the Cooperative Colleges in India.

On behalf o f the ICA I would assure the 
governments of the developing countries of 
ICA’s fullest collaboration in the great task of 
educating their peoples in the Principles and Prac
tices of Cooperation, now declared essential for 
developing by UNESCO also.”

May I also take this opportunity o f expressing 
the ICA’s deepest gratitude to the authorities of 
UNESCO and the Government of the Republic 
of Singapore for all the courtesies extended to 
ICA to observe this important Conference.#

ICA REGIONAL BULLETIN 19



A U S T R A L I A
UNICOOPJAPAN IN AUSTRALIA

The UNICOOPJAPAN are considering the esta
blishment of a representative office in Australia 
during the year 1971. The Chief of the Develop
ment and Research Section of UNICOOPJAPAN, 
who visited Australia in 1970 to study trade 
possibilities with particular emphasis on feeds- 
grains, indicated the decision in a letter to the 
Cooperative Federation o f New South Wales.

DAIRY COOPERATIVE WINS TOP AWARD

The Warwick Cooperative Dairy Association 
has won the Bledisloe Cheese Trophy for “ The 
Best Chees made in any dominion of the British 
Empire” . Its entry was judged the best cheddar 
cheese o f the Commonwealth at the Royal Dairy 
Show in London recently. This is the first time 
that the trophy, introduced in 1933, has been won 
by a Queenland entry, Warwick brand cheese, 
namely cheddar and some edam, it is distributed 
by Producers Cooperative Distributing Society 
Limited.

MARKETING FEDERATION FORMED

Two Dairy Cooperative Association in Queens
land have formed a joint marketing federation. 
Each cooperative will continue to function separa
tely and the new Federation will take over one of 
the marketing functions of both cooperatives in a 
particular area.

COOPERATION IN THE SCHOOLS

As a result of liaison between the education 
division of the Cooperative Federation o f  Western 
Australia and the State Education Department the 
subject o f Cooperation will be included in the 
curriculum for third and fourth year high schools, 
commencing in the 1971 school-year.

INDIAN COOPERATORS FOR TRAINING

The State Federation in Western Australia has 
offered to receive for training, two Indian Agricul
tural Scientists. The oflFer has been made through 
the International Cooperative Alliance to the 
National Cooperative Union o f India. The stu
dents will be financed by Western Australian Co
operatives during their ten months training in that 
State.

C E Y L O N
PADDY MARKETING BOARD

The Minister for Agriculture and Lands has 
recently appointed a Board consisting o f Mr. M. J.

Perera (Chairman), Mr. Olcott Gunasekera, Com
missioner for Cooperative Development, Mr. S. B, 
Senanayake, Commissioner o f Agrarian Services, 
Mr. C.E.H. Amarasekera, Food Commissioner, and 
Mr. L. Divitotawela. The main functions o f the 
Board will be the purchase, processing and dis
tribution o f rice.

It is hoped that the large primary ^multipur- 
pose cooperative societies will be appointed sole 
agents for the purchase o f paddy by the Paddy 
Marketing Board. These societies are now mak
ing suitable arrangements to purchase paddy from 
the crop now being harvested.

COOP TRAINING FOR GRADUATES

404 graduates have been attached to the Co
operative Department for training in management 
in the cooperative sector in the country. The 
training commenced on 15th February and will go 
on till the end of the year. The aim is to impart 
to the trainees, managerial skills and techniques 
required to meet the needs o f the re-organised co
operative societies. Training will consist of lectu
res at the School o f Cooperation, Polgolla, and the 
Jaffna Cooperative Training School for a period 
of 65 days and a field training, in various aspects 
of cooperation, lasting 8 mon'hs.

COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT CENTRE

Two specialists on Cooperative Management, 
Mr. Robert Staermose and Mr. Eric Ericsson, are 
now in Ceylon to finalise the setting up o f the 
Cooperative Management Service Centre. This is 
an ILO Trust Fund Project sponsored with the 
financial assistance from the Swedish International 
Development Authority.

RESTRUCTURING OF CEYCOFED

There is a proposal to re-structure the Coope
rative Federation of Ceylon so as to make it more 
broad-based than it is now. The proposal is to 
throw open membership to all societies including 
the 376 large primary multipurpose cooperative 
societies to be registered under the re-organisation 
scheme. There is also a proposal to convert the
24 district cooperative unions into branches of the 
Cooperative Federation. This will lead to better 
coordination and standardisation of educational 
programmes sponsored by the Federation in colla
boration with the Department o f Cooperative 
Development.

Bye-laws are being drafted and final proposals 
will be placed before the General Body o f the 
Cooperative Federation for adoption.

PIERIS ASSIGNED TO BOTSWANA

Mr. T. D. L. Pieris, Deputy Commissioner of  
Cooperative Development, retired from service and 
has proceeded to Botswana to take up an ILO 
assignment as a Specialist in Cooperative Educa
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tion. Mr. Pieris had earlier functioned under the 
ILO as a Specialist in Cooperative Education in 
Sudan. Mr. Pieris had also been the Secretary to 
the Royal Commission on Cooperative Movement 
in Ceylon.

I N D I A

THE NATIONAL COOPERATIVE UNION OF 
INDIA ELECTS NEW PRESIDENT AND 
GENERAL SECRETARY

PRESIDENT GIRl SUGGESTS COOPERATIVE 
FARM COLONIES

President V. V. Giri expressed concern at the 
widening income gap between the large and small 
farmers in the country following the Green Revo
lution. Mr. Giri suggested cooperative agricul
tural colonies to reclaim vast tracts o f land for 
cultivation and starting agro-industries. Each 
colony could be a self contained unit covering 
1200 acres and providing employment to 200 
people.

At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
National Cooperative Union o f India (NCUI) 
held after the Sixth Indian Cooperative Congress 
at new Delhi, Mr. R. G. Tiwari, M.P., and Mr. 
Gulabrao R. Patel, M.P., were unanimously 
elected as President and General Secretary of the 
NCUI respectively.

DR. MAHABAL HEADS POONA INSTITUTE

Dr. S^B. Mahabal, Joint Chief OfBcer, Agricul
tural Credit Department of the Reserve Bank o f  
India, took over as Director of the Vaikunth Mehta 
National Institute of Cooperative Management, 
Poona, from Mr B.K. Sinha, who was holding the 
additional charge of the Institute on relief o f Mr 
P.R. Dubhashi.

POONA INSTITUTE CONDUCTS MATERIAL 
MANAGEMENT SEMINAR

The Vaikunth Mehta National Institute o f  
Cooperative Management, Poona, will hold the 
second Course on Material Management in Pro
cessing and Industrial Cooperatives from the 14th 
to 27th of July 1971.

The objectives of the Course shall be to equip 
the senior managerial personnel working in various 
types o f cooperative organisations with the scienti
fic techniques in the field o f purchasing ware
housing, inventory control and related aspects in 
the area o f materials management. A major 
attempt will be made to acquaint the participants 
with the scientific principles on which the modern 
concept o f materials management has been built.

GUJARAT UNION HAS ITS OWN BUILDING

The Gujarat State Cooperative Union, 
Ahmedabad, has now its own building. The new 
six stroyed spacious building in the heart o f the 
city was inaugurated by the Chief Minister of 
Gujarat State, Mr. Hitendra Desai on March 27, 
1971 at an impressive ceremoney presided over by 
the State Minister for Cooperation, Mr. Madhav- 
lal Shah.

The new address o f the State Union is : The 
Gujarat State Cooperative Union, “Sahyog” , 
Behind Jyoti Sangh, Relief Road, Ahmedabad-I.

A better technology, suitable for the small 
farmers and dry areas and for carrying out struc
tural reforms to take advantage of the technologi
cal transformation in agriculture were necessary; 
he said.

Delivering the convocation address at the sixth 
annual convocation o f the Andhra Pradesh Agri
cultural University recently, Mr. Giri referred to the 
high expectations of people and mass awakening 
as evidenced in the recent poll. He said, we must 
produce tangible results in the next one or two 
years. Nothing less than a radical transformation 
o f our society can guarantee them the fundamental 
rights enshrined in our Constitution” he added.

Calling for eCFective steps on a war footing with 
the primary aim o f generating mass employment. 
President Giri advocated the creation o f a net 
work of multipurpose, pilot projects, collective 
and cooperative farms and cooperative multi
purpose farms, utilising the surplus land got by 
implementing land reform legislation, bhoodan 
lands and wastelands already with the Govern
ment. “Even rocky soils could be made use of 
for setting up power operated small units for the 
collection o f gravel for road building” he added.

President Giri stressed on the cooperative 
approach not only in agriculture, but also in indus
try to lead the country to socialism.

IFFCO’s FERTILIZER COMPLEX

An industrial licence for raising a fertilizer 
complex for the manufacture o f 300,300 tonnes of 
ammonia and 396,000 tonnes of urea at Kalol and
475,000 tonnes o f compound NPK fertilizers at 
Kandla in Gujarat State has been issued to the 
Indian Farmers Fertilizer Cooperative Ltd., a 
society registered under the Multi-unit Coopera
tive Societies Act, 1942.

Of the total estimated cost of Rs. 91.76 crores 
of the project, Rs. 27 crores in the equity portion 
and the balance loans. The equity has been 
distributed between cooperatives and the Govern
ment of India at Rs. 9 crores and Rs. 18 crores 
respectively.
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I R A N

MINISTRY OF COOPERATIVE FORMED IN 
IRAN

According to a bill presented to the Parliament 
all affairs related to the cooperative movement 
throughout the country will be centralised and ves
ted in the Ministry o f Land Reforms and Rural 
Cooperatives, and this ministry will be called 
“ Ministry of Land Reforms and Cooperatives” . 
As per this arrangement, the Central Cooperative 
Organisation affiliated to the Prime Minister’s 
office, will now report to the new ministry.

PROJECT FOR TRAINING PROFESSIONAL 
MANAGERS FOR RURAL COOPERATIVES

To train experienced managers for Rural Co
operatives and cope with the shortage of experien
ced directors, the Ministry o f Land Reforms and 
Rural Cooperatives, with the collaboration of the 
Imperial Army, has put into effect the project for 
professional managers since March 1969.

Under this scheme, educated peasants, who 
possess the necessary qualifications and are liable 
for conscription, are nominated by the cooperative 
societies and Area Supervisors and introduced to 
Army, in order that they may serve as managers or 
Assistant Managers in rural cooperatives after 
completing their term o f military service.

These people undergo military training for the 
first 13 weeks, and for another 69 weeks they 
obtain specialised training under cooperative ex
perts. Then they acquire practical training for 
the remaining 22 weeks of their military service 
and serve with military uniforms in rural coopera
tives. These candidates after completing the 
above course, will be employed by rural coopera
tives.

P A K I S T A N

COOPERATIVE FISHERIES TO BENEFIT 
FROM ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK LOAN

In December 1970 the Asian Development 
Bank approved a U. S. S 6.73 million loan to the 
Agricultural Development Bank of Pakistan 
(ADBP) for a fisheries development project. The 
Bank loan will cover the foreign exchange cost of 
importing 400 marine diesel engines and fishing 
gear. The engines and equipment are to be 
supplied to sub-borrowers through the ADBP with 
the assistance o f the Karachi Fishermen’s Coope
rative Society, Ltd. and fishermen’s cooperative 
societies in Baluchistan.

The loan will also cover the foreign exchange 
cost of providing, in East Pakistan, five cold 
storage installations with deep freezing facilities, 
related ice plants and insulated carrier vessels, and
10 independent ice-making plants for private sub
borrowers.

Development of the fishing industry is o f special 
significance for Pakistan, because fish constitutes 
an important food item of relatively low cost and 
high nutritive value. It is also promising to 
become an increasingly valueable source of foreign 
exchange for the country.

The fisheries development project will promote 
fish production in West Pakistan through mechani
sation of fishing vessels and provision of fishing 
gear. In East Pakistan wastage of fish will be 
reduced through the construction o f cold storage 
and ice-making plants with insulated fish and ice 
carriers.

Efforts to develop the fishing industry in 
Pakistan have resulted in an increase of marketed 
fish production from 284,000 tons in 1958 to
423,000 tons in 1968. The Overall increase in 
marketed fish production in the last five years has 
been estimated at 5.7% per annum. The current 
Fourth Five-Year Plan calls for an overall increase 
of 32'’o in fish production and of 25% in fish 
exports in five years.

The borrower and executing agency for the 
present project, the ADBP, was established in 1961 
through the merger of the Agricultural Develop
ment Finance Corporation and the Agricultural 
Bank o f Pakistan. The ADBP is a government 
controlled institution which plays a major role in 
developing the agricultural sector including marine 
and inland fisheries by extending credits of 
Pakistani and overseas funds.

S I N G A P O R E

COOP “ COMFORT” IN SINGAPORE

A new cooperative in Singapore named 
“ COMFORT” is purchasing 200 mini buses and
1,000 taxies from a UK firm through the Govern
ment of Singapore. Funds for this purpose have 
been made available to assist the urgent re-orga
nisation of Singapore’s public transport system.

The vehicles, to be assembled in Singapore, are 
to be on loan to the Cooperative which has re
cently been set up by the Singapore National 
Trade Union Congress. It is hoped that under 
this programme it would be possible to supply 
taxies on terms which the drivers can afford.

ICA Publication

“Professor D. G. Karve 
Commemoration Volume”

PRICE  : Indian Rs. 50/-. A rebate of Rs. 20/- is 
allowed on orders received during 1971.
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ORIENTATION SEMINAR FOR THE SCC 
SEMINAR PARTICIPANTS

Following the practice o f providing back
ground information about Sweden to the partici
pants felected for the seminars of the Swedish 
Cooperative Centre, the ICA Regional Office and 
Education Centre, organised an Orientation Semi
nar in New Delhi, from the 25th o f April to 1st 
of May 1971 at the office o f the ICA Regional 
Office.

National purchasing Federation of Agricultural 
Cooperatives o f Japan, was held at IDACA. The 
fourth regional seminar on consumers cooperation 
organised so far by the ICA Regional Office 
was of a workshop type. The reason for selecting 
Japan as the venue of the seminar was that the 
cooperatives o f Japan have been successfully dis
tributing consumer goods and the cooperative 
movements in other countries of the Region have 
much to learn from the Japanese experience.

25 participants from India, Indonesia Japan 
Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines, 
Singapore and Thailand, attended the seminar. 
Observers from the ICFTU and World University 
Service also participated.

M r. J . M . Rana addressing the Opening Session 
o f  the Orientation Seminar.

Seven participants representing India, Malaysia 
and the Philippines, were in New Delhi before 
they left for Sweden to attend the 12th Inter
national Cooperative Seminar organised in 
Sweden by the Swedish Cooperative Centre, 
Stockholm.

During their stay in Sweden, the participants, 
who were mostly the chief executives from national 
cooperative organisations, studied the various 
aspects o f cooperative management, education and 
marketing.

SHOP PLANNING AND SHOP MANAGEMENT 
SEMINAR : Tokyo, May 1971

A Regional Seminar on “Shop Planning and 
Management” was organised by the International 
Cooperative Alliance, Regional Office and Educa
tion Centre for South-East Asia between 7th and 
23rd May 1971 in Tokyo, Japan. The Seminar, 
organised in collaboration with the Central Union 
of Agricultural Cooperatives, Japanese Consumers 
Cooperative Union, Institute for the Develop
ment of Agricultural Cooperation in Asia, the

The seminar was led by Mr. Ragnar Arvidsson, 
Specialist in Cousumer Cooperation in the ICA 
Regional Office.

The Seminar was held to review the situation 
of cooperative retail trade in the context of the 
rapid growth o f population, increasing industria
lisation and massive urbanisation as well as rising 
standards of living of the people in the Region. 
These factors have given rise to many problems 
in the field o f distribution of consumer goods and 
created the need to identify and appraise the chan
ges in the living and buying habits o f the consu
mers, to discuss the necessity for consumer co
operatives to adapt organisational structures and 
operational techniques suitable to the changes 
mentioned above, to study operational and func
tional aspects o f cooperative super markets, co
purchasing home delivery service and other ways 
of distributing consumer goods through coopera
tives, and to suggest ways and means o f improving 
the present policies and practices of cooperatives 
dealing in consumer goods.

The introductions to different subjects were 
combined with study visits, group work and pre
paration of action plans for planned development 
o f consumer cooperation in different countries of 
the Region.

The detailed report of the Regional Seminar 
will appear in the future issue of the ICA Regional 
Bulletin.

ICA Publication 

“ICA in South-East Asia— 
The First Decade”

PRICE : Indian Rs. 12/-. A rebate o f Rs. 3/- is 
allowed on all orders received during 
1971.
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ICA C O O PE R A TIV E E D U C A T IO N  FIELD  PR O JECT  
IN D O R E  (M ADHYA PR ADESH)

M r R. G. Tiwari, M .P., President o f  the N C U I and M .P. S ta te  Cooperative Union, is addressing the M eeting.

COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAMME FOR THE 
PROJECT PREPARED

During the course of their visits to Indore, Mr 
J.M. Rana, Director (Education), and Dr. Dharra 
Vir, Joint Director, took the opportunity of discus
sing the various aspects of the Field Project with 
the prominent Cooperators at a meeting held at 
Indore on April 2, 1971. The President of the 
Madhya Pradesh State Cooperative Union, Mr 
Ram Gopal Tiwari, MP, presided.

A note prepared by the Field Officer outlining 
the objectives o f the Project and the extent of in
volvement o f the local agencies in the conduct of 
education programme in the selected areas in 
District Indore, was circulated among the partici
pants. The President o f the State Union congra
tulates the ICA for undertaking such a venture and 
hoped that the Alliance would enjoy the confidence 
and cooperation of all concerned in the State of 
Madhya Pradesh.

Expressing his concern over the weak position 
of the primary cooperative institutions, Mr Rana

observed that lack of cooperative knowledge on the 
part o f members and office-bearers, was the main 
reason which prevented the societies from a faster 
development. In order to give proper direction to 
the programme, it was necessary that a proper 
survey was made of the area locating the precise 
needs and difficulties of the cooperative institutions 
and the people who run them. The ICA project, 
the Director pointed out, was a humble effort and 
experiment to do all these by involving coopera
tives and other developmental agencies at the 
village and district level.

The Director hoped that the results o f the Field 
Project would be watched with great interest and 
the experiences gained in Indore might be made 
available in other areas in India as well as to other 
cooperative movements in the Region o f South 
East Asia.

The Director announced that an advisory group 
would be formed which could give proper direction 
to the programme and to evaluate its working from 
time to time.
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Those who attended the meeting included, Mr 
Bhupalsingh Mandloi, Chairman of the Indore 
Premier Cooperative Bank, Mr Radhey Shyam 
Sharma, Chairman, District Cooperative Union, 
Mr Kalyansingh Parihar, of the Land Development 
Bank, Mr M.N. Patel, Deputy Chief Officer, Agri
cultural Credit Department of the Reserve Bank of 
India, Dr S.S. Verma, Joint Director, Agriculture, 
Mr C.P. Singh and Mr R.V. Valunjkar, Joint 
Registrar and Deputy Registrar o f the cooperative 
Societies, Mr Umrao Mai Shah, Principal of the 
Cooperative Training College, Mr Shiv Shankar 
Patel, Member of the Governing Council of the 
NCU I. The Managers o f the Milk Union and 
Marketing Societies at Indore and Sanwer and Mr 
M.P. Mathur, State Cooperative Education Officer 
Madhya Pradesh, also attended the meeting.

PANDYA VISITS EDUCATION CAMPS

In order to be fully acquainted with the co
operative education programme in Indore District 
and the difficulties o f the various types of coopera
tives in the area, Mr V.N. Pandya, Field Education 
Officer, visited several on-going education camps 
organised by the Indore District Cooperative 
Union. Mr S.V. Pandharkar, Assistant Coopera
tive Education Officer of the Madhya Pradesh State 
Cooperative Union, accompanied him. The 
Cooperative Educational Instructor, Mr H.N. 
Dubey, conducted these camps.

RANA INAUGURATES COOPERATIVE STUDY 
FORUM

Mr J.M. Rana, Director (Education), ICA 
Regional Office and Education Centre, inaugurated 
a cooperative study forum at Indore, Madhya

M r J . M . Rana addressing the S tudy  Forum at Indore.

Pradesh, on March 31, 1971. Inaugurating the 
Forum, Mr Rana said, “ We the cooperators may 
talk about our shortcomings and should be ready 
for improvements but we should also be proud of 
our achievements. There are shortcomings, but at 
the same time there are remarkable achievements 
in certain fields. By talking about the shortcomings 
we damage our own cause.”

Speaking on the theme of the Forum “ Recent 
Trends and Cooperative Growth” , Mr Rana 
referred to the uneven growth o f the cooperative 
movement throughout the world and also in India. 
Mr Rana also took the opportunity of explaining 
the activities o f the International Cooperative 
Alliance in South-East Asia and the need of 
opening the Field Project

Mr K.L. Joshi, Vice Chancellor o f the Indore 
University, who presided over the function, offered 
his support to the Study Forum.

Speaking earlier. Dr Garg, convenor o f the 
Forum explained the object of having a Coopera
tive Study Forum in a place like Indore. Dr Garg 
hoped that the membership o f the Forum will in
crease in the near future. Representation would 
be given on the Forum to all walks of life [e.g. 
academicians, Cooperators, lawyers, businessmen, 
Rotarians, Lions etc.

Mr Parnekar, Secretary of the Maharashtra 
Urban Cooperative Bank, proposed a vote of 
thanks.

EDUCATION PROJECT FIELD OFFICE, 
INDORE

The Field Project sponsored by the Inter
national Cooperative Alliance, Regional Office and 
Education Centre for South-East Asia, with the 
assistance of the National Cooperative Union of  
India and the Madhya Pradesh State Cooperative 
Union, is well under way now. The first shibir— 
training camp—was recently organised by the 
Field Officer, Mr V.N. Pandya, in a village about 
20 miles away from Indore city.

The address of the Field Office :

ICA Education Project Field Office
49 Vallabh Nagar 
Indore-3. Madhya Pradesh

Telephone No. : 6678
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F IR ST  E D U C A T IO N A L  CAMP O R G A N ISED  AT BARLAI

An education camp, first in the series to be 
organised by the ICA Cooperative Education 
Field Project Office, was held at village Barlai, 
about 20 miles away from Indore in Madhya 
Pradesh. The three days camp—May 26-29, 1971 
—was organised with the following objectives : to 
acquaint members with the objectives of their own 
service cooperative society, their relations as 
members with the society, the relation of their 
society with the central societies like the Indore 
Premier Cooperative Bank, Cooperative Marketing 
Society, District Cooperative Union etc., ihe role 
played by other development agencies, the role of 
the Indore District Cooperative Land Development

As a result of the camp, the Society got inters- 
ted in the development of their organisation. The 
Society took thj following significant decisions ;
(a) it made a provision of Rs. 100 per year for 
education programme— h.- fCA does not make any 
stip.;ndary payments to the members for attending 
the classes, (b) a member of the society, Mr. 
Babulal Dabi. a teacher in the local school, has 
been appointed cooperative education secretary. 
Mr Dabi is M A., B Ed., and hopes to play an 
important part in the development of the society. 
He is expected to take care o f the accounts of the 
society and other matters connected with the 
education programmes.

A View o f  the "S h ib ir” Orgainsed at Village Barlai in Indore D istrict o f  M adhya Pradesh.

Bank in developing agriculture, and to provide a 
platform to the visitors of the camp and the 
participating members to discuss the matters of 
their mutual interest.

Mr. V. N. Pandya, Project Officer, conducted 
the camp with the assistance of Mr. H. N. Dubey, 
Cooperative Educational Instructor attached to 
the District Cooperative Union.

26

The society has a membership of 113. Out of 
ihe 56 members who expressed their willingness to 
attend the camp, 47 attended the class.

Among others who were invited to deliver 
talks to the members at the camp included Mr. 
Radhey Shyam Sharma, President of the District

(Continued on page 30)
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in April 1971. The new Marketing Specialist will 
work with the ICA Regional Office for a period of 
three years.

Ragnar Arvidsson Returns 
to KF

After working for nearly three years with the 
Regional Office and Education Centre for South- 
East Asia of the International Cooperative Alliance, 
Mr Ragnar Arvidsson, Joint Director (Adminis
tration) returned t  ̂ the Kooperativa Forbundet 
(K F--the Swedish Cooperative Union and Whole
sale Society, Stockholm). Mr Arvidsson joined the 
ICA Regional Office in Apiil 1968, for an initial 
term of two years. Keeping in view his useful 
work, the contract was later extended by one more 
year.

Ragnar Arvidsson

Besides being incharge o f administration in the 
Regional Office. Mr Arvidsson also served as the 
Specialist in Consumers Cooperation in the 
Regional Office.

Backed by his 13 years experience in the Swedish 
Consumers Cooperative Movement, Mr Arvidsson 
involved himself intensively in the study and 
development of the consumers cooperative move
ment in the various countries served by the ICA 
Regional Office in South-East Asia.

During his work with the ICA, Mr Arvidsson 
wrote a number of technical papers and reports on 
various aspects of consumers cooperation. He 
conducted a study of personnel management in 
some selected cooperative super markets in India, 
which has recently been published by the ICA 
Regional Office.

Kasaoka Joins ICA Regional 
Office

Mr Masakazu Kasaoka joined the ICA Regional 
Office and Education Centre for South-East Asia

M asakazu Kasaoka

Mr Kasaoka had been workmg with the National 
Purchasing Federation of Agricultural Cooperative 
Associations—ZENKOREN—of Japan since 1962. 
His first assignment was with the Delivery Section 
of the Fertilizer Department of Zenkoren and 
then with the Importing Section o f the same 
Department.

A graduate o f the Hokkaido University of  
Japan, Mr Kasaoka specialised in Agricultural 
Economics.

He has nine years experience o f working with 
important cooperative institutions in Japan.

ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS

The Executive Committee of the International 
Cooperative Alliance, at its meeting held in New 
Delhi in February 1971, admitted the following 
organisations into the membership of the Alliance:

(1) Individual M em bers:  Cooperative Insu
rance Society, Malaysia; Bank Pusat Kerjasama 
Berhard (Cooperative Central Bank of Malaysia); 
Union Cooperativa de Seguros, Ucoseg, Ltda. 
(Cooperative Insurance Society Ltd.) Chile; 
Centrale Generale des Cooperatives Angolaises 
(General Union o f Angolese Cooperatives) Congo 
—Kinshasa, (this is a cooperative union embracing 
the cooperatives formed for Angolese refugees in 
Congo-Kinshasa; it has no jurisdiction in Angola; 
Centrale des Caisses Rurales du Boerenbond 
Beige (Central Union of the Rural Banks). Belgium 
(Raiffeisen); National Council of Agricultural 
Cooperatives, Hungary; and International Coope
rative Housing Development Association (ICHDA).

(2) Associate 
of Thailand.

Member : Cooperative League
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CHANGES IN KF EXECUTIVE

The present Managing Director o f Koopera- 
tiva Forbundet (KF—the Swedish Cooperative 
Union and Wholesale Society, Stockholm), 
Mr. Harry Hjalmarson, will be retiring after the 
National Assembly in June 1972. Until then, Mr. 
John Sallborg will be vice Managing Director.

The present Financial Director, Mr. Bertil 
Tronet, retires on July 1, 1972.

COOPERATIVE HEALTH CENTRES IN 
SWEDEN

KF, the giant Swedish Cooperative Union and 
Wholesale Society, after taking the lead in the 
development and operations of Government Health 
and Environment Centres, is again leading the way 
in developing a chain o f about 10 health centres 
that will study and make recommendations on 
working conditions that effect the health o f the

60,000 consumer cooperative employees in 
Sweden.

JOINT FLNISH-SWEDISH DEPARTMENT 
STORE

Agreement has been reached between Keskuso- 
suusliike DTK, Elanto (Finland), and Kooperativa 
Forbundet (Sweden) to build a discount depart
ment store near Helsinki, and a society has been 
set up for this purpose. The first phase of the store 
which is to be opened at the end of 1972, will 
provide a selling area o f ll.OOOm  ̂ and a coopera
tive car service station. The second phase will add 
another 10,000m^ for the sale o f furniture and 
furnishings.

STUDY ON TECHNIQUES OF AMALGAMA
TION OF COOPERATIVE SOCIETIES

Mr. Lionel Gunawafdana, Specialist in Coope
rative Credit, o f the ICA Regional Office & 
Education Centre for South-East Asia, conducted 
a Study on Techniques of Amalgamation of 
Primary Cooperative Societies in Japan and the 
Republic of Korea in March-April 197 L During 
the course o f his study, he visited a number of 
cooperative societies in Japan and Korea and had 
discussions with the cooperative leaders.

ICFTU ASIAN REGIONAL ORGANISATION 
CELEBRATES 20TH ANNIVERSARY

The Asian Regional Organisation of the Inter
national Confederation o f Free Trade Unions 
celebrated its 20th Anniversary in Bombay from 
27th to 30th May, 1971. The celebrations were 
inaugurated by the Governor o f Maharashtra. 
The inaugural ceremony was followed by a two- 
day Conference on Unemployment. The Confe
rence was attended by leading trade union leaders 
of India and a few from other Asian countries. In 
a statement adopted by:the Conference, the Con
ference emphasized the need for the trade-«nion

movement in India to muster the courage and 
determination to extend its hold to the countryside 
and organise the people there The statement also 
said that the trade unions must play an active role 
in promoting industrial and other cooperatives in 
rural areas in order to provide productive work for 
the rural people.

Mr. Lionel Gunawardana, Deputy Director 
(Publications & Public Relations) attended the 
celebrations and the Conference from the ICA 
Regional Office & Education Centre for South- 
East Asia.

DAMAN PRAKASH TOURS INDIAN STATES

The Assistant (Publications), Mr Daman 
Prakash, in the ICA Regional Office, visited the 
States of Gujarat, Maharashtra and Madhya 
Pradesh during April-May 1971, to study the 
working of cooperative member education pro
gramme there. During his tour, Mr Daman 
Prakash, observed the various methods o f teaching 
adopted by the cooperative educational Instructors 
and the teaching aids applied by them in member 
education work.

With the experiences he gained bv this obser
vation, Mr Prakash intends to improve the publi
cation he has prepared entitled “ A Handbook of 
Teaching Techniques and Teaching Aids for 
Cooperative Educational Instructors” . The publi
cation (presently in mimeographed form) has 
already been distributed among the teaching staff 
in the states visited by Mr Prakash.

CONFERENCE OF THE EEC CONSUMER 
MOVEMENTS

At the invitation o f the EEC Commission, 
leaders of consumer cooperatives from 15 Western- 
European countries, members o f INTER-COOP 
and EURO-COOP, met in Brussels on the 11th and 
12th March, 1971, to discuss industrial and agri
cultural questions and problems relating to the 
European Economic Community. Economic policy 
was the main item for discussion in view o f the 
present negotiations for widening the Community 
and the position o f consumer societies in EFTA 
countries.

With a turnover o f approx. £4,560 million in
65,000 shops, cooperative societies are the largest 
trading enterprise in the Common Market.

Dr. M. Bonow, President, and Dr. S.K. Saxena, 
Director, represented the International Coopera
tive Alliance at the Conference.

CEDRIC DAY RETIRES 
FAO Representati've in India

Mr. Cedric Day, Representative o f the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation, upon 
retirement relinquished his post in Delhi on April 
28.
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Mr. Day, a British publicist and author on 
economic and development subjects, first came to 
India in 1963 as assistant to the Deputy Regional 
Representative.of FAO in Asia and the Far East 
and as Information Advisor. Since 1965, he has 
been the FAO Representative in this country and 
as such has participated in the Organisation of the 
UN  development assistance effort.

Mr. Day took a keen interest in the activities of 
the ICA Regional Office. The ICA Experts Con
ference on Cooperative Marketing held in New  
Delhi in January 1967 was inaugurated by Mr. 
Cedric Day.

Mr. George Hutton, a former Minister of Agri
culture in the Canadian Province of Manitoba, 
has been appointed the FAO Representative in 
India, in place of Mr. Cedric Day.

NEWS FROM ICA AFRICA OFFICE

During the second half of 1970‘the ICA Ofl5ce 
has taken new dimensions on its efforts to promote 
cooperative educational activities in the Region. 
This has come in the form o f a series o f women 
cooperative seminars, organized in each o f

the three East African countries in an attempt to 
promote, activate and encourage active partici
pation of women in the cooperative movements of 
East and Central Africa.

The ICA Training Officer, Mr. Samuel Mshiu, 
with the assistance of national study organizers 
has organised the six seminars.

Recommendations from the Women Seminars

The following are common feelings summarized 
from the six seminars ;

— Cooperative Education for women in the region 
was very much needed, and should, at any 
cost be encouraged and continued in the future. 
Short courses, seminars, follow-up seminars, 
state and inter-state study tours should be 
organised for women. The ICA OfiBce in colla
boration with the national apex organisations 
have been requested to carry out this impor
tant work.

— After the seminar the participants would 
engage themselves in the affairs o f the existing 
cooperatives as well as forming new ones.

T HE  RO BERT OW EN AM ONG US
(Contintrextfrofn page 6)

leroy, championed the betterment o f women, 
started the first Women’s Club in America in her 
home in New Harmony and wrote copiously. Her 
small volume “ Divinely Led” describes her idyllic 
childhood in New Harmony and her religious 
CO version.

Richard, the fourth son, gained prominence as 
scholar, educator, geologist. His humanitarianism 
as a colonel in the Civil War caused rebukes from 
his superiors. Business acumen shows in this line.

So much for the physical and characteristic 
Owen traits, but what of the brain-children ? His 
theories, and principles ? How have they fared ?
E. J. Hobsbaum, in reviewing J. F. C. Harrison’s 
"Quest for the New Moral World” , on Robert 
Owen and the Owenites, writes, “Robert Owen’s 
place in history is that o f  an ancestor” . Aren’t 
all innovators, all inventors “ ancestors” ? Aren’t 
the seeds o f their creations enlarged and change 
according to progression ?

Despite his detractors, in each generation there 
have been a growing number of Owen advocates 
who continue to study and to learn from and to 
apply his principles. It was revelation to me, on 
a world tour in 1970 to discover the great esteem 
in which he is held in the Far East and Asia. His 
cooperative writings and biography and biblio
graphies are translated into Japanese and Chinese,

as well as European languages. He holds the 
place o f philosopher and prophet in the rapks o f  
Confucius. There is a required question about 
him and Albert Schweitzer on Japanese school 
examinations. His photograph graces the walls of 
institutions o f learning and industry in Japan and 
Taiwan. Throughout the East he is honoured as 
the pioneer o f Cooperation, and recognised also in 
the fields o f public health and labour industry 
relations. He may haver been a bore in his old age 
because of loquaciousness and doggedness, causing 
criticism, but he also had a charismae which has 
drawn adherents to him in every succeeding 
generation.

So our “ ancestor” continues to be reborn 
through the diffused physical and characteristic 
traits of his descendants and through his humani
tarian brain-children who are being increasingly 
studied and adapted to present day needs. Robert 
Owen is still among us today.#

CEYLON SCHOOL OF COOPERATION 
CELEBRATES ROBERT OWEN 
BICENTENARY

The School of Cooperation, Polgolla, Ceylon, 
celebrated Robert Owen Bicentenary on the 14th 
May, 1971 at the School premises. At a meeting 
held in the School, a number o f cooperators made 
speeches in memory of Robert Owen. After the 
meeting, a play was staged depicting Robert 
Owne’s activities.
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CONTINUATION OF THE STUDY OF AGRI
CULTURAL COOPERATIVE MARKETING 
PROJECTS IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA

The second part of the Survey for identifying the 
areas for development of agricultural cooperative 
marketing projects in South-East Asia, as reported 
earlier in the Bulletin, would be conducted during 
September-October 1971, in Ceylon, Iran and the 
Republic of Korea.

In order to hold discussions with the national 
agricultural cooperative organisations in Iran and 
the Republic o f Korea, concerning the selection o f  
areas for the development o f agricultural coope
rative marketing projects and the manner of 
preparing the projects for submission to the ICA, 
the Joint Director (Technical Assistance and

Trade), Mr. M. V. Madane, visited these two 
countries during May and June 1971. He also 
visited Tokyo during June 1971 and had discus
sions with the Central Union of Agricultural Co
operatives /elating to the preparations for the third 
part o f the Survey in respect of raw materials for 
feedstuff which would be conducted during the 
early part of 1972 in Malaysia, Pakistan and the 
Philippines.

CONSOLIDATED FRUIT PROCESSING  
PROJECT, REPUBLIC OF KOREA.

On the basis of the recommendations made by 
the expert who examined the viability o f the project 
from the marketing angle, the Regional Office is 
exploring the possibilities of assistance to the 
project through its Head Office in London.

The Joint Director (TA&T), Mr. M. V. Madane, 
visited Seoul during June 1971 to discuss the 
follow-up on the project with the National Agri
cultural Cooperative Federation.

RURAL UNEM PLO YM ENT & COOPS.

{Continued from page 16)

I have given a few illustrations. But what I 
have been trying to emphasize is the necessity to 
regard cooperative initiative and activity—and a 
great deal more of it is needed than we have today 
—as part of the general endeavour o f the Govern
ment and the people in tackling the immense pro
blem o f rural unemployment. I have also stres
sed that, while planning big and planning consis
tently with resources, we must not forget the need
— in a country so vast and diversified as ours—to 
study in depth, to particularise and to locali&e. It 
is of the essence o f cooperation that it must benefit 
the weak and the under-privileged. It can do so 
only by knowing its facts and not forgetting its 
principles.#

EDUCATIONAL CAMP AT BARLAI

(Continued from page 26)

Cooperative Union, Mr. Kailash Chandra 
Choudhari, Vice-Chairman of the District Union,

Mr. Hirasingh Patel, Chairman o f the Indore 
District Land Development Cooperative Bank, 
Mr. M. L. Gyanee, Managing Director of the 
Indore Premier Cooperative Bank, Mr. V.B. Singh, 
ZEO of the NCUI stationed in Indore, and Mr.
S. N. Pandharker, Assistant Cooperative Educa
tion Officerof the MP State Cooperative Union.

Class for M.C. Members

Another camp exclusively for the members of 
the managing committee o f the society was orga
nised in the same village from the 14th of June 
for about a week. The Field Officer conducted 
the camp with the assistance o f Mr. Daman 
Prakash, Assistant (Publication), ICA Regional 
Office, who happened to be in Indore then in 
connection with the production of teaching aids 
and other material for the Field Office. Officers 
from the agricultural, irrigation, and other depart
ments were invited to visit the camps. The 
General Manager o f the Water Development 
Society, Indore, also paid a visit to the village.

The Field Officer is currently busy in making 
arrangements for conducting similar training 
camps in other villages covered by the ICA Field 
Project.
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C O O P E R A T I V E  P U B L I C A T I O N S

HOUSING COOPS IN MALAYSIA

A book entitled “ HOUSING COOPERATIVES IN MALAYSIA” written by Mr. G. S. 
Dass, General Manager o f the Cooperative Central Bank of Malaysia (formerly Assistant Commis
sioner o f  Cooperative Development in Malaysia) is in the press. The book is expected to be released 
soon in Malaysia. The book contains the following Chapters.

Types of Housing Cooperatives, Operation of a Housing Cooperative and Development o f  
a Housing Scheme, Problems in Housing Cooperatives, Size of Housing Schemes, Housing Coope
ratives and Management, Cost Saving Factors in Housing Cooperatives, Factors that are Likely to 
Bring Savings in Expenditure of Those Residing in Housing Schemes, Valuation of Properties of 
Housing Cooperatives, Constitution o f Housing Cooperatives, Laws Affecting Housing Cooperatives, 
Housing Cooperatives and other Sectors o f the Cooperative Movement. Housing Cooperatives and 
their Federation, Cooperative Projects in Housing Schemes, Home Ownership Schemes for Employees 
of Cooperatives, Housing Cooperatives and Private Enterprises, Housing Cooperatives and Govern-^ 
ment. Factors Necessary for the Future Growth and Expansion of Housing Cooperatives, Interview 
with the Residents of a Housing Colony Developed by a Housing Cooperative, the tale of two 
-Homes.

FUNDAMENTALS OF SOCIAL SURVEY 
AND RESEARCH METHODS

The Scholars Foundation, Delhi, has published 
a book entitled “Foundamentals o f Social Survey 
and Research Methods” written by Dr. S. 
Dandapani.

•Besides the research methods—the problem 
finding, the sampling, the observation, the ques
tionnaire, the codification, the interview, the data 
processing, the writing o f the export etc.—the 
book includes research Budget, random numbers, 
data sheet, matrix and other tools necessary for 
undertaking an empirical research. The case study 
method, community self survey and the inter
relations between the Administrators and Rese
archers are also discussed.

The book contains 100‘pages and is priced at 
Rs. 8/- per copy. It can be ordered from the 
Scholars Foundation, Shanti Villa, Madrasa Road, 
Kashmere Gate, Delhi-6.

HANDBOOK ON COOPERATIVE EDUCATION

The Cooperative Education Centre in Moshi 
has. published a “Handbook on Cooperative 
Education” for cooperative educationalist in 
Tanzania. The material might however be of 
interest to cooperators working in the educational 
field in the other parts o f the world. Copies of 
the handbook may be obtained from the Coope
rative Education Centre, Post Box 3091, Moshi, 
Tanzania.

‘COOP FLAG” FILM

The film-strip on “ Cooperative Flag” produced 
by the Shitole Brothers, Bombay, is being conver
ted into a 10 to 15 minutes movie, according to 
the information supplied by the producers. The 
company is now working on the script and it is 
hoped that the film will be ready during the year 
1971.

“Mobilized, motivated and organised in accordance with the dynamic principles o f  Cooperation, the 
great masses o f  Asia can transform this sprawling but depressed region into a giant power bloc that 
can outpace the existing power system in the establishment o f  a new civilization” .

President Ferdinand E. Marcos o f the Republic o f the Philippines.
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COOPERATIVE
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1. Membership of a cooperative society should be voluntary and available 
without artificial restriction or any social, political, racial or religious discrimi
nation, to all persons who can make use of its services and are willing to accept 
the responsibilities o f membership.

2. Cooperative societies are democratic organisations. Their affairs should be 
administered by persons elected or appointed in a manner agreed by the 
members and accountable to them. Members of primary societies should enjoy 
equal rights o f voting (one member, one vote) and participation in decisions 
affecting their societies. In other than primary societies the administration 
should be conducted on a democratic basis in a suitable form.

3. Share capital should only receive a strictly limited rate of interest, if any.

4. The economic results arising out of the operations o f the society belong to 
the members of that society and should be distributed in such a manner as would 
avoid one member gaining at the expense of others.

This may be done by decision o f the members as follows :—

(a) By provision for development of the business of the Cooperative;

(b) By provision of common services; or,

(c) By distribution among the members in proportion to their transac
tions with the Society.

5. All cooperative societies should make provision for the education of 
members, officers, and employees and of the general public, in the principles and 
techniques of Cooperation, both economic and democratic.

6. All cooperative organisations, in order to best serve the interests of their 
their members and communities should actively cooperate in every practical way 
with other cooperatives at local, national and international levels.

S t



VOLUME 11 □ NUMBER 4 □ OCTOBER 1971

"/ want to see the Cooperative Movement growing from  

the bottom upwards and not from the top downwards.”

— S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike



QUOTABLE QUOTE
r v e c ‘̂C ooperation  is " a ^ m o s t  ad ap tab le  in s tr u m e n t—and it  is  th e one  

eco n o m ic  m eth o d  th at a p p lie s  in  a ll  c ir c u m sta n c es .”

De Soyza
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ICA Regional Office Observes 

International Cooperative Day, 1971

The International Cooperative Alliance, 
Regional Office & Education Centre for South- 
East Asia held a meeting and a reception in obser
vance of the 49th International Cooperative Day 
on Saturday, the 3rd July, 1971, at the ICA pre
mises at 43 Friends’ Colony, New Delhi. A large 
gathering of cooperators and representatives of 
various organisations interested in the development 
o f cooperative movement participated. Mr.
B. Venkatappiah, former Member (Agriculture) of 
the Indian Planning Commission, was the Chief 
Guest.

Mr. V.N. Puri, Member, ICA Executive Com
mittee, presided over the meeting.

Mr. P.E. Weerman, ICA Regional Director for 
South-East Asia, welcomed the distinguished 
gathering.

Mr. M, V. Madaoe, .loint Director (Technical 
Assistance & Trade) read the ICA Declaration.

Mr. G. Grisoaono, Acting Resident Represen
tative of the United Nations, Mr. D S. Scott, 
Representative in India o f the Food & Agriculture 
Organisation, Mr. S. Sankara Narayanan, Deputy 
Director of the International Labour Office, Mr.
S.M Osman, Assistant Secretary-General of the 
Afro-Asian Rural Reconstruction Organisation, 
Mr. R.G. Tiwari. President of the National Coope
rative Union of India and Mr. W J. Maddock, 
Representative in India of the Cooperative League 
of USA, conveyed greetings on behalf of their res
pective organisations. A message of Mr. V.S. 
Mathur, Asian Regional Secretary o f the Inter
national Confederation of Free Trade Unions was 
read by Mr. V.S. Goel, Research Officer of the 
ICFTU.

A view o f  the distinguished guests attending the International Cooperative Day fu n d  ion. ’ 
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Mr. B. Venkatappiah delivered an address on 
“ Cooperation, Social Justice and the Rural 
Sector” .

After the Chairman’s remarks, Mr. P.E. Weeraman 
proposed a vote o f thanks.
The texts o f all these speeches follow.

Welcome Speech by Mr. P. E. Weeraman

Mr. Chairman, your Excellencies, Mr. Venkat
appiah, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my great privilege this evening to accord 
you a most hearty welcome. This is International 
Cooperative Day. Although the International 
Cooperative Alliance was founded in 1895, it was 
after twenty-eight years that we decided to have a 
day of observance for the cooperators throughout 
the world when they could meet and take stock of 
their position and rededicate themselves to the 
cause of Cooperation The day has been fixed as 
the first Saturday of July every year. However, in 
certain countries like India and America, the day 
is observed in other months—in India in November 
and in America in October. Most of the other 
countries observe on this day ; and one can under
stand why, for instance, the Indian movement 
observes this in November and not now. The very 
fact that you are rather uncomfortable at this time 
of the year can alone be the reason for it.

My task is to welcome you, ladies and gentlemen, 
and first and foremost our Chief Guest, Mr. Ven
katappiah, who needs no introduction to any 
Indian audiance. Mr. Venktappiah was the Chair
man of our Advisory Council up to the other day 
and he and his predecessor. Prof. Karve, were 
responsible for the proper evolution of the Region
al Office in their capacities as Chairmen o f our 
Advisory Council. It is very kind of him to have 
accepted my invitation. Even though he had 
already arranged a programme o f tour leaving 
Delhi today, he very kindly agreed to postpone it 
by one day for our sake and we are, therefore, 
very grateful to him for this great gesture on his 
part to come here today and to be our Chief 
Guest and deliver the chief address.

We are very grateful to the presence o f the 
Ambassador of Sweden, His Excellency, the Count 
Lewenhaupt, especially for the reason that he 
represents the country from which we have the 
largest part o f our funds. We are very grateful to 
the Swedish Movement and the Swedish people 
for the help that they are giving in such large 
measure to the International Cooperative Alliance 
for furthering the cooperative movement in this 
part of the world and with due apologies to any
body else here, I would say, if anything be aid 
without strings, it is this. We are very grateful to 
the Swedish Cooperative Movement and the people

of Sweden for this wonderful support. We are 
very grateful for the presence o f His Excellency 
Mr. Nichilson, the Deputy High Commissioner of 
Australia, and for the presence of His Excellency 
Mr N. Q. Dias, the High Commissioner for Ceylon, 
and Mrs. Dias, and Mr. Gunawardana, the First 
Secretary of the Ceylon High Commission, this 
evening. We are very happy that the representa
tives of some o f the countries which we have the 
privilege to serve in this part o f the world are 
here with us because we receive great encourage
ment by their presence and we also get some 
chance o f letting them know what we are doing 
for the cooperative movements of their countries. 
In Australia we have a very strong supporter in the 
Cooperative Federation of Australia. We will be 
visiting Australia in November this year to hold our 
Advisory Council meeting there and the Australian 
Movement has not only offered to be host to us 
throughout our stay in Australia for about a week 
or more but they have even offered to take us 
there. This, I must say, is a very fine example of 
Cooperation among cooperatives. I thank you. 
Sir, and through you the movement of Australia 
for all this.

I am very grateful for the presence o f the 
representatives of the international organisations. 
We have with us Mr. Grisogono, the Acting 
Resident Representative o f the United Nations, 
Mr. Scott, the Representative in India of the Food  
& Agriculture Organisation o f the United Nations. 
We have with us Mr. Osman, the Assistant 
Secretary-General o f the Afro-Asian Rural Recons
truction Organisation; we have with us Mr. Goel, 
the Assistant Asian Secretary of the International 
Confederation o f Free Trade Unions; we have with 
us Mr. Sankara Narayanan, the Deputy Director of 
of the International Labour Office. We are very 
grateful to all o f them and we welcome them most 
heartily. We have also with us the representatives 
of our member-organisations, the Cooperative 
League of the USA representated by its Represen
tative in India, Mr. Maddock, and we have with 
us, last but not the least, the President o f the 
National Cooperative Union o f India, Mr. Ram 
Gopal Tiwari, and along with him the General 
Secretary of the National Cooperative Union of 
India, Mr. Gulab Rao Patil. And you ladies and 
gentlemen all of you, -we welcome you most 
heartily and thank you for coming here to grace 
this occasion with your presence.
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Greetings by Mr. G. Grisogono, Acting Resident Representative 
of the United Nations

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Venkatappiah, Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my privilege and pleasure for the second 
successive year to attend the observance of the 
Internalional Cooperative Day. As far as I can 
remember, I said last year in my short address 
of greetings on this occasion that the world 
today is confronted with many challenges. 
Some of these challenges are outstanding 
programmes of social and economic deve
lopment. Some of the challenges are growing 
anew in greater numbers, like challenges of over- 
populalion, challenges of pollution of the air, 
earth, sea and so on. Between the cooperative 
movements in the worlds of the United Nations,

particularly those which represent its development 
programmes, there are many things in common. 
There is the common desire, and the effort to 
improve the human lot, as well as the life of the 
people, and in this joint common effort, the United 
Nations is cooperating with the International 
Cooperative Alliance, and with the cooperative 
movements in the world. Since there are many 
speakers on the list today, I would like as the first 
one, on behalf of the United Nations and the 
United Nations Development Programme, to give 
my greetings and wishes for the success of the 
cooperative movement in the world.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Greetings by IVIr. D. S. Scott, Representative in India of the 
Food & Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to be with you 
today to observe the International Cooperative 
Day. All o f us in the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation throughout the world commemo
rate the Principles o f Cooperation and I have 
pleasure in bringing you the greetings of my Or
ganisation. It is well-known that the International 
Cooperative Alliance and the FAO have worked 
closely together for a long time in the field o f co
operatives and rural institutions. We look for
ward to continuing this fruitful work and so 
strengthening the existing ties wherever and when
ever the opportunity arises. We have undertaken 
joint ventures and have worked for a number of 
years with the Government of India, State Govern
ments and many other interested bodies to pro
mote the growth of the cooperative movement

which provides an important structural element in 
rural rehabilitation. The establishment of coope
ratives is never an easy task whether in this country 
or in any part of the world, but the m^ny benefits 
derived from their existence makes the efforts 
worthwhile. The cooperative movements will 
have an important part to play particularly 
because of the recent success.of the Green Revolu
tion, as far as agricultural production is concer
ned. It will be important to consider assisting 
and protecting tbe economic progress of the 
multitude o f small producers. In this respect, tbe 
ICA has a role to play. My Organisation will 
continue to endeavour to assist the Union and 
the State Governments and the ICA towards the 
strengthening of the movement and the establish
ment of efBcient cooperatives. Let us work to
gether to ensure that we shall make good progress 
in this field.
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Greetings by Mr. S. Sankara Narayanan, Deputy Director 
International Labour Organisation
Mr. Chairman,

It gives me great pleasure to convey on behalf 
of the Director-General of the ILO and on my 
own behalf our most cordial greetings and good 
wishes to the International Cooperative Alliance 
on the occasion of the International Cooperative 
Day.

The International Cooperative Alliance, as you 
all know is one of the very first of the international 
organisations to be set up. As perhaps the oldest 
inter governmental organisation with a set of 
objectives very similar to those of the cooperafive 
movement, the ILO has always had, from its very 
inception, close relations with ICa , in recognition 
of their common task of improving the conditions 
of workers through removing injustice, hardship 
and privation. In its programmes towards this 
objective the ILO has recognised the importance 
of the cooperative concept and the value of people 
coming together for their economic and social 
development. Albert Thomas, the first Director 
of the ILO strongly urged as early as 1922-23 that 
the ILO should work in .collaboration with the 
International Cooperative Alliance and leaders of 
various cooperative movements. This collabo
ration has been most fruitfully carried out during 
all these years anxl forms a veritable cooperative 
alliance between ICA and ILO.

ILO’s efforts to assist the cooperative move
ment comprise mainly of offering technical coope
ration to the cooperative movement through the 
provision of expert services, fellowships for

advanced training, and to some extent equipment. 
Since there is a similarity in the problems being 
faced by the cooperative movement in different 
countries, technical meetings, seminars and .train
ing courses are periodically held on a regional and 
inter-regional basis to enable an exchange of 
experience. Its research and information acti
vities are actively geared to the emerging needs of 
the cooperative movement throughout the world. 
In, doing all these we in the ILO act in close 
concert with ICA.

This decade constitutes the United Nations’ 
Second Development Decade. The International 
Development Strategy adopted by the General 
Assembly of the United Nations in this connection 
on 24 October 1970 constitutes a solemn pledge 
entered into by the governments of all member 
States of the United Nations to pursue policies 
designed to create a more just and rational world- 
economic and social order, in which equality of 
opportunities should be as much a prerogative of 
nations as o f individuals within a nation. What 
is significant is the clear recognition in the Strategy 
that social progress is not a barrier to economic 
development, or a luxury only to be enjoyed by 
the prosperous, but a vital element in the develop
ment process itself. Cooperatives combine in 
themselves the ideal mix of social and economic 
objectives, and rightly does the ICA propose to 
consider the Second Development Decade as the 
Cooperative Development Decade. The ILO is 
deeply involved in ensuring the achievement of 
Cooperative Development and offers its full sup
port to the ICA in this common task.

Greetings by Mr. S. M. Osman, Assistant Secretary-General of the 
Afro-Asian Rural Reconstruction Organisation
Mr. Chairman, Your Excellencies, Ladies and 
Gentlemen,

It is a great privilege and honour for me to 
attend and address a greeting to this audience on 
the occasion of the International Cooperative Day. 
On behalf o f the Afro-Asian Rural Reconstruction 
Organisation and on behalf of Mr. Krishan Chand, 
my Secretary-General, who is abroad now, and all 
members o f the Secretariat located here in New 
Delhi, I extend my best wishes to the International 
Cooperative Alliance' and the cooperative move
ments all over the world who are today celebrating 
the same occasion. I wish to take a few moments 
of your time and refer to the main objectives and 
the main aims of the cooperative movement. If 
you say we are now observing the International 
Cooperative Day, I should say that Cooperation 
has become the international language in which 
there are no linguistic barriers between coopera
tors who come together. Cooperation is now 
recognised by all the emergent free countries who

have achieved their political independence and are 
striving very hard to give economic content to 
their political independence. They have a very 
proud record of achievements based on Coope
rative Principles and Cooperative Methods. Even 
those countries which are now industrialised, had 
to organise, ameliorate and improve mainly their 
agriculture and thereafter other sectors of the 
economy. Several countries recognise the Coope
rative Principles in their constitutions, and most 
of them are working to implement their economic 
development plans through Cooperation. I and 
all the cooperators wish that we shall, especially 
in the developing countries, which I represent, be 
able to achieve on the economic front and especi
ally in agricultural production increases which are 
very direly needed. I hope that this decade will be 
a decade of production and there will be a change 
in the economic imbalances from which we are 
suffering now.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, Excel
lencies, Thank you very much.
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Greetings by Mr. S. K. Goel, Research Officer, 
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions

Mr. Chairman, Brothers in the International 
Cooperative Alliance and Friends :

On behalf o f  Bro. V. S. Mathur, Asian Regional 
Secretary of the ICFTU and myself, I extend to 
you the warmest fraternal greetings o f more than 
16 million free workers of Asia organised in the 
family of the ICFTU Asian Regional Organisation, 
on this occasion of the International Cooperative 
Day which the ICA is celebrating today.

The International Cooperative Day, Mr. 
Chairman, is sacred not only to those who are in 
the cooperative movement but equally to those 
who are in the trade union movement. A look 
into history would reveal that the origin of both 
movements could be found in the workers’ struggle 
for a better standard of living.

It is for this reason that we in the ICFTU-ARO  
regard trade unions and cooperatives as the two 
buttresses of a workers’ life. While Trade Unions 
tackle workers’ problems from the point o f view 
of their being wage-earners. the cooperative move
ment looks after them as consumers. Both are 
grass-root movements aiming at the protection of 
the working class against exploitation. It is no 
wonder therefore, that the two movements had very 
close and friendly links and in many cases had 
common membership and leadership. Even today 
in a majority o f the European countries parti
cularly the Scandinavian, there is close collabo
ration between trade unions and cooperatives. It 
is, however, a paradox that in Asia where the 
need for such collaboration between trade unions- 
and cooperatives is greatest, the two movements 
are working almost in isolation and there is hardly 
any coordination in their activities.

There is a clear need in Asia for these two 
movements to come closer together. Both need 
each other for their mutual growth Trade unions 
in developing countries have to realise that without 
establishing constructive links with workers, they 
cannot command their full loyalty and attachment. 
Sooner or later, they have to develop some services 
which will relate them not only to the worker’s 
employment but also to his life. Among such 
services, cooperatives hold a key position. Their 
scope and promise in developing Asia is great. 
And it is there that the cooperative movement 
can be of great help to trade unions. In most o f

the Asian countries, the movement unlike in the 
west, owes its existence to the initiative and 
support of governments. There is considerable 
scope for the involvement o f members in the 
functioning of cooperatives. The association of 
cooperatives with trade unions might fill this gap.

The need for greater collaboration and coordi
nation between the activities o f these two move
ments has long been recognised by the ICFTU 
and the ICA. It was this deeply felt concern 
which impelled the ICFTU Asian Trade Union 
College and the International Cooperative Alliance 
to convene an Experts Conference on Cooperatives 
and Trade Unions in 1965. The main purpose of 
this Conference was to explore the areas o f co
operation and joint action by trade unions and 
cooperatives.

Mr. Chairman, the developing continent of 
Asia, more than any other continent, offers condi
tions under which the joint endeavour o f trade 
unions and cooperatives can bring fruitful results 
to both of them. In most of the countries in this 
region, 60 to 80 per cent of the total labour force 
lives in rural areas. The employment o f this 
labour force is irregular, its mode o f work often 
onerous and its standard o f living dismal. In fact, 
the rural workers are among the poorest people 
anywhere in the world. They are not organised 
and have no spokesmen who can defend their 
interests. Yet the welfare of the working class is 
an indivisible whole ; a neglect of its less fortunate 
sections can have a detrimental effect on the 
general well-being of the entire working class. 
Unless trade unions and cooperatives succeed in 
improving the lot o f  these teeming millions, 
their position and influence in Asia are likely to 
remain very limited. And here lies weakness 
and a challenge to both the trade union and the 
cooperative movementsin Asia.

It is to be hoped, Mr. Chairman, that in their 
own interest, trade unions and cooperatives will 
accept the challenge and will devise ways and 
means to effectively serve these vast multitudes—a 
potential source o f their strength.

With these words, Mr. Chairman. I once again 
wish every success to the cooperative movement 
and ever increasing strength to the International 
Cooperative Alliance.
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Greetings by Mr. R. G. Tiwari, 
President, 
National Cooperative Union of India

Mr. President, Shri Venkatappiah, your Excel
lencies and Brother Cooperators,

I am really very happy to associate myself with 
this august function of International Cooperative 
Alliance and to convey greetings on behalf of the 
Cooperative movement of my country and also my 
own.

There is some distinctiveness in this year’s day, 
it being the first celebration of the Cooperative 
Development Decade which promises a glorious 
period for the expansion and growth of coope
ratives.

This day has assumed a great importance and 
sanctity for cooperative movements all over the 
world, being a day for reiteration and dedication 
to the cause and ideology for which the coope
rative movement stands.

The ICA is the oldest non-governmental demo
cratic-cooperative organisation at the international 
level. It is also the largest, having nearly 255 
million members. The Indian Cooperative Move
ment cotributes the second largest membership of 
more than 50 million.

The contributions o f ICA towards the develop
ment, coordination and integration of cooperative 
movements all over the world have been significant. 
The declarations released by the ICA provide guide 
lines and directions. Functioning as representative 
and spokesman of cooperatives of different coun
tries, it has been able to build up world opinion in 
favour of the Movement which is functioning 
essentially for the welfare of the less fortunate 
classes of people. It is no secret that it was due 
to the effective ‘behind-the-scene lobbying’ done 
by the ICA that the U , N. General Assembly 
recorded ofBcial. recognition o f the importance and 
potentialities o f the cooperatives as an effective

instrument o f socio-economic development, parti
cularly in developing countries.

The declaration, which has just been read out, 
rightly draws the attention of the governments of 
countries of the world to support U. N. efforts to 
bring about world peace. Like freedom, peace is 
an indivisible whole. The need for peace and mu- 
'tual understanding has never been so intense as it is 
today and the cooperative movement and coope
rators can play a decisive role in this field as ex
ploitation and hatred, caste, creed, colour and 
political ideologies do not exist for them.

I am o f the view that freedom, peace and eco
nomic development go hand in hand. There can 
be no lasting world peace if people in a part of the 
world suffer from gross socio-economic inequalities 
living in poverty and privation. Economic develop
ment is inconceivable under conditions of distrust 
and fear, racial hatred and social discrimination 
and if the cooperative movement is to achieve its 
objective of socio-economic transformation and the 
creation of a society where exploitation of all kinds 
has no place, it will have to fight against these 
factors that obstruct its goal.

I have no doubt in my mind that if the 255 
million cooperators are awakened and united and 
strive for the cause it will be diflScult to ignore them. 
I appeal through the ICA to all my brother coope
rators all over the world to address themselves to 
this task and achieve what all others have failed 
to dp.

The International Cooperative Alliance has 
been very helpful to the cooperative movement o f  
India. We have a good record of collaboration, 
coordination and understanding with the ICA and 
I am confident that this will continue.

Mr. President I once again offer our sincere 
greetings.
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Greetings by Mr. W. J. Maddock, 
Representative in India, 
Cooperative League of the USA

Mr. Chairman, Your Excellencies, Fellow Coope
rators,

I am privileged on this occasion to bring you 
greetings and best wishes from the cooperative 
movement in the United States through the offices 
of the Cooperative League of the USA. I would 
like to take this opportunity to report some 
recent events relating to a cooperative project of, 
what is to me, major international significance. 
With due apologies to Paul Pothan for any in
accuracies 1 might utter, I would like to say a few 
things about the Indian Farmers Fertiiizer Coope
rative Project. This Project began with a feasibi
lity study in 1966. Four years ago a group of 
cooperative fertilizer organisations in the U.S. set 
up Cooperative Fertilizer International for the 
purpose of providing technical assistance and help 
to the Indian cooperatives in setting up their own 
fertilizer plant. During the past three years, 
planning, organisation, negotiations and financing 
arrangements have been going on. .Today I can 
report to you that constructions are under way on 
this plant. Two weeks ago the officials of the 
Government o f India, the Government of the 
United Kingdom, and the Government of U.S.A., 
signed loan agreements involving about 38 million 
dollars equivalent o f foreign exchange necessary

for the capital investment on this plant. The total 
capital investment in the plant is estimated to be 
about 122 million dollars or equivalent to about 
91 crores rupees. Approximately 10 crores are 
being invested by the cooperatives in India in the 
equity capital. The balance of the rupee capital 
is being provided through the Government of 
India. There are, I believe, reasonably significant 
and unique -occurrences in this development, in 
that the three governments and two international 
business cooperative organisations are collabora
ting to establish this new plant for the Indian 
farmers and their cooperatives. This really repre
sents a significant multilateral type of international 
cooperative development. Another and even more 
significant feature, I believe, is the form of colla
boration between the Indian cooperative business 
organisations and the foreign cooperative business 
organisations. In this type of collaboration, the 
foreign organisations acquire no equity in the 
Indian organisation nor do they participate in any 
of the earnings which may result from the success
ful operation o f this project, which will belong to 
the Indian cooperatives and their farmer members. 
I believe that cooperative leaders in the U.S. are 
keenly interested in investigating and finding addi
tional ways in which they may collaborate in 
international cooperative development projects.
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COOPERATION, SOCIAL JUSTICE 
AND THE RURAL SECTOR’
B Venkatappiah

It was indeed very kind of the ICA Regional 
Office & Education Centre to ask me to be here 
on so important an occasion as the observance of 
the International Cooperative Day and have the 
privilege of delivering this address. I note that 
on a similar occasion last year my distinguished 
erstwhile colleague, the late Dr. Gadgil, to whose 
memory we have paid homage just now, spoke on 
“Cooperation and National Development” . The 
subject which has been put down for me this 
evening, viz., “Cooperation, Social Justice and 
the Rural Sector” has a great deal in common 
with the theme on which Dr. Gadgil had dwelt. 
For when we think concretely of the countries east 
of Iran, that is to say the series of countries bro
adly described as South-East Asia with which this 
Regional Centre is directly concerned, we find 
that national development in their case largely 
means the development of the rural sector, and 
the development of the rural sector raises basic 
issues of redressing imbalances and rectifying dis
parities, in other words of bringing about social 
justice.

2. Let me try and explain what I mean. In 
many countries of this region, including of course 
India, we find three or four very common and 
very important characteristics. One is the pre
dominance of agriculture. The importance of 
agriculture is derived not only from the fact that 
the population has to be fed, but also because 
agriculture is the springboard from which may be 
launched further development including indus
tries. We also find in these countries a large 
population much o f it impoverished and a very 
large part of it residing in the rural areas. We 
find, of course, also the metropolitan centres 
and big cities and towns, very often somewhat 
alien to the rest of the country and with their own 
problems; but just as agriculture is predominant 
so also is the rural sector in terms of population. 
And then, more often than not, you find dispari
ties not only in the towns but very conspicuously in 
the rural population itself. This has many facets. 
The reasons are many and it is not for me to go 
into them now. But the fact remains that either 
because of the tenurial system or because of parti
cular ways in which the infrastructure of credit, 
marketing and so on has grown, there are pockets 
of economic power and areas of devastating po
verty. To this may be added many other comp
lexities, different for each country. But the net 
result is that in the rural areas—while the average 
standard of living may not be high—the dispari
ties are very marked.

Text o f  the speech delivered by M r. B- Venkatappiah on the 
occasion o f  the International Cooperative D ay, 1971, at the 
ICA Office New Delhi, on Saturday, Ju ly  3, 1911.

3. Along with this, you find that in practi
cally all these countries there is a scarcity, a spar
seness of all that goes under the term “ infra
structure” . The infra-structure may be of different 
types. There is the whole financial infra-structure 
of commercial banks and cooperative banks which 
disburse short-term, medium-term and long-term 
credit. There is also that substratum of services 
under which could be included marketing, storage, 
the supplies of inputs like fertilisers and so many 
other items connected with agriculture. Not only 
that, but there is the whole question o f communi
cations of roads and other amenities which are 
not only social amenities but economic necessities.

4. While agriculture is the predominant 
characteristic, there is also a large diversity in the 
conditions of these countries. Some are well- 
served by rain or with rivers that irrigate, but some 
are not; some are arid and others just dry. There 
are also a number of other problem areas, inclu
ding those which are in the nature of hilly 
terrain.

5. To add to this list is easy, but I shall con
tent myself with one more feature and that is the 
sociological one. You may have a population 
which is very illiterate in some places; not so lite
rate in others; and almost wholly literate in still 
others. In social and other aptitudes the people 
of the South-East Asian Region cover a very wide 
range from the most sophisticated to those who 
are classed as tribals and aborigines. Many of 
the countries that I am speaking of share these 
characteristics and these are also the characteris
tics of the rural sector. Now in such a setting, 
how does Cooperation come in and how does 
social justice come into the picture as an impor
tant concept?

6. It is not my intention to elaborate this 
by any detailed analysis, but let us take at least 
two important contexts; one of which I shall deal 
with very briefly and the other in slightly more 
detail.
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7. One is the context of stress: of scarcity 
periods during which food is scarce, when ration
ing has to be introduced and controls imposed. 
All countries, during periods of war or immedia
tely thereafter when there is increase in prices, 
inflation and scarcity, have experienced this situ
ation. In such a context, where the actual distri
bution of scarce goods like food, money and 
credit, poses problems, the cooperatives become 
important organisations and in a sense are the 
instruments of social justice. In India many years 
ago, we passed through such a period of stress. 
In fact, people died in their hundreds and thou
sands in some o f the cities for lack of proper 
arrangements. Wherever there was good organi
sation and cooperation was part of the organisa
tion, cooperative consumers’ societies functioned. 
The Regional Director has spoken of the wonder
ful help that has been given and is being given by 
the Swedish Cooperaiives. One of their speciali
ties has been the consumers’ movement. The 
distributive efficiency of the consumers’ 
cooperatives grew out of that period of stress by 
the confluent effect of both Cooperation and social 
justice. They did not necessarily cover the whole 
field of distribution, but they were a very impor
tant part of it. I remember a rhyme of those 
days of the ’40s :

‘‘Black Market, Black Market, Have you any 
rice ?

Yes Sir, Yes Sir, plenty and nice !
Lots for  the rich man, some fo r  the mice.
But none for  the poor man who can't pay the 

price !

Now what happens to the poor man who 
cannot pay the price ? Some organisation, 
some concept o f social justice, some distribution 
on cooperative principles becomes absolutely 
necessary. I am giving this merely as an 
example of how in a period of stress or 
scarcity the vita! area of Cooperation, along 
with the idea of social justice, does give rise inevit
ably to organisations of this type. The whole of 
the credit movement in India can be regarded as 
an example of the attempt to make a just distri
bution of scarce credit between the small and the 
big. I am now speaking of the Indian experience; 
the experience elsewhere may or may not be similar. 
Here again, one has to think of the specific situa
tions in specific areas. Credit for the farmer, let 
alone the small farmer, was very negligible and it 
was necessary in the early days of Cooperation in 
this country to concentrate on efl’orts to ensure 
that credit, such of it as was available, went to the 
smaller persons, for the right purpose and, if 
possible, to see that it was channelled in such a 
way that it was not only used for the purpose for 
which it was wanted but was returned when repay- 
naent was due I will not go into the details of the 
history of cooperative credit which makes a very 
interesting study in this twin context of social 
justice and Cooperation.

8. The second, more present and current 
factor in the situation in all these countries is what 
I would call strain. 1 am not thinking here of 
physics and Hooke’s Law about strain being pro
portionate to stress, but growth is something 
which imposes strain on all these countries, 
a strain of resources, a strain of personnel 
and a strain which is really proportionate 
to the effort necessary for increasing the wealth 
of these nations. Today, the context is one of 
agriculture, in the countries that I have mentioned, 
certainly in India ; and the rural sector has gained 
very considerable significance because of its demons
trated potentiality in regard to growth. This is 
due to certain factors, some o f which are techno
logical There is for example scientific research in 
agriculture and the application of the results of 
such research to Indian conditions As a result of 
such adaptive experimentation there have been 
found, developled and evolved a series of high- 
yielding varieties of wheat and millets and rice 
which, together with ihe needed appurtenances 
such as water and fertiliser to which they are 
responsive, have created quite a new situation 
in agriculture and in the rural sector. This 
has meant that in proper circumstances and with 
appropriate agronomic practices and inputs, the 
same area of land which previously was yielding 
“X ” quintals, today can yield in many places 2 or 
3 times, and in some places as much as 5 or 10 
times, “X ” . This has happened in diff'erent parts 
of India today, and in different parts of the South- 
East Asian Region. There is more food, but also a 
corresponding strain on all kinds of resources, 
such as fertilisers, credit and personnel. It has also 
imposed other problems. A very important prob
lem is that broadly describable as social justice. 
Where a country has large resources by way of soil 
and water, some o f them untapped like ground 
water, the areas which are favoured in regard to 
resources have a natural advantage. Such areas 
can grow and develop, and that is very important 
for a country which is otherwise impoverished. 
But (here is also a dilemma. For the other side of 
the picture is that imbalances are aggravated, dis
parities further widened. The area which is 
unfavourably situated and the farmer with the 
smaller resources are left behind in the race unless 
something is done for them. This may lead to 
discontent. It may have political and other con
sequences. Certainly there arises the issue of social 
justice and this in turn poses a challenge to coope
ration. The challenge is that of devising ways in 
which, along with the wider efl’orts which govern
ment has to make, the smaller man can be helped 
to avail himself o f the advantages of technological 
and other developments which can multiply the 
fruits of farming. As a working proposition let 
us assume that the small farmer is one who culti
vates two hectares or less. The percentage of 
such people all over India is about 50 to 60 per 
cent, but they cultivate only about 20 to 30 per 
cent of the land. Secondly, below that particular 
category are others who have very little land or 
no land at all, and who depend upon agricultural 
or other types of labour. You have got here
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another section of people who are in need of 
employment, in need of bettering the standard of 
living, and here again Cooperation, like the 
governmental policies, has a very big challenge. 
Thirdly, put these people against the context of a 
dry or/and arid area, like Rajasthan or Kutch, 
and you have the same problem multiplied several
fold because the new techniques and practices that 
have been evolved do not cover such areas or such 
a context. Methods are being evolved even here, 
but the existing technological apparatus does not 
go far enough . Fourthly, in addition to all these, 
you have a very large number of even further 
under-privileged persons whose present standard 
of living is so low that anything that can be done 
for them can only be by way of rehabilitation. 
The problem o f poverty is extremely grave and 
there is no need for me to make it appear graver 
than it is. I would only ask you to have before 
your mind a spectrum of these smaller people who 
constitute the larger part of the rural areas and 
also to bear in mind that each part of the spectrum 
has its own special characteristics.

9. Now, if  we go back to the question of 
infrastructure, you will find that, in some o f its 
more important aspects, this infrastructure is 
likely to be most serviceable if it can be organised 
effectively in the cooperative form. I shall not 
elaborate the reasons. Dr. Gadgil mentioned 
some of them last time. You will notice the 
proviso I. have put forward. The cooperative so 
organised must hold promise of being effective. 
Subject to this, I believe that whether it is a matter 
of credit, storage or marketing or a question of 
organising rural employment or supplying inputs 
like fertilizer or electricity, a very large part o f the 
effort to build up the infrastructure can most 
appropriately be in the cooperative sphere. This 
will not be feasible unless of course there is first 
of all a governmental policy framework in which 
the cooperative is given the necessary importance 
and adequate resources are available. Secondly, 
the policy framework has to be part of a larger 
endeavour to which government itself is fully 
committed. Now this has not always happened. 
Today in India, I think it is recognised, as a 
matter o f policy, that this has to be done ; but to 
say that this is so all over India, would not be 
correct. In the past and even in the present the 
whole equation between government and the co
operatives has fluctuated, though there has always 
been an implicit recognition that the development 
of cooperatives is one o f the main planks of 
governmental policy" whatever the complexion of 
the government. But if you go back to three or 
four decades ago and trace the history of Coope
ration and governmental connection with Coope
ration, you will find many different facets. In 
some cases it was a neglect o f cooperatives for the 
time being, though it did not amount to actual 
abolition of cooperatives. There is a verse, which 
some of you might know, which gives a slightly 
modjfied version of one of the Commandments as : 
“thou shah not kill, but need’st not strive officiously 
to keep alive.” So in many countries and at 
many stages in the history of Cooperation, govern

ment policy has been that the Registrar shall not 
liquidate, he need not kill, but on the other hand, 
it is not necessary for the Registrar officiously to 
keep alive that which may be useless. There is, 
therefore, this kind of paper survival which has 
gone on again and, again in the history o f coopera
tives. We are not now concerned with past history. 
Today, cooperatives have a vital role to play in 
these very matters I have spoken of So I do 
believe that governmental policy is that of suppor
ting, promoting and creating a context in which 
cooperatives can be best used as instrumenst of 
economic development together with social justice.

10. The second point about government and 
the cooperatives is connected with this same 
question of economic improvement. If there was 
a phase during which cooperatives were not power
ful and were sometimes allowed to wither away, 
there have also been other phases where they have 
been powerful enough to attract the notice of 
politicians. In a certain measure this is only to 
be expected. Attention is welcome, interference 
is not. No one, I believe really wants situations 
in which what may be described metaphorically as 
an instrument of economic development and social 
justice becomes a weapon of personal advancement 
or political aggrandisement. This is dangerous, 
Cooperators must be prepared for such dangers 
and fight the dangers but not be scared by them.
I tell my friends, the cooperators, that they should 
consider what it is like to bring up a child : one 
does not think all the twenty-four hours about 
-the dangers o f measles, or other afiiictions that 
may come to the child, yet one takes precautions 
against them or meets the ailment or the calamity 
as and when it comes. You may have really vital 
cooperative and yet not be able to insulate it 
against all the ills of the world. That is just not 
possible. To some extent, you can have inbuilt 
safeguards against political interference. But there 
will also be occasions when you must fight political 
interference.

11. Once you keep in view the ideals of co
operation, and at the same time recognise the 
facts o f life—of political life—you will see at once 
that cooperatives have not only a very great oppor
tunity, but also that in actual practice, govern
ments cannot do without them. Very briefly this 
is what is happening in India. I have mentioned 
small farmers. In India, the effort has been to 
organise some 45 or 46 pilot projects all over 
India for the supply of inputs and services to small 
farmers' To the maximum extent possible this is 
designed to be done in the cooperative way. For 
example, in the small farmers development agency 
in most of the projects that I have seen, about 50 
per cent o f the total governmental finance is ear
marked for strengthening the cooperative credit 
structure, the land development bank, the central 
cooperative credit bank, and the societies, through 
increased share capital, through trained personnel, 
through organisation of supervised credit and so 
forth. Thus, in this broad-based effort, coopera
tives are almost central for an organisation which
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seeks social justice in a situation of growth and 
economic development. Similarly, for categories 
who do not have farms or who do not have the 
minimum land from which a reasonable liveli
hood can be dbrived, there are a number of sche
mes like dairying, poultry and so on. Here, as 
everyone knows the cooperative form is significant 
and the cooperative credit institutions are o f con
siderable importance. Moreover, in many of these 
areas, cooperative marketing, cooperative process
ing and cooperative storage are items to which 
very great attention is being paid.

12. I have spoken also of agricultural labour. 
Here is a problem which is tremendous and which 
economists have tried to gauge in terms of finance. 
But the figures they have managed to put out are 
such that I think a journey to the moon is more 
meaningful in terms of practicability from the 
point o f view of under-developed countries. I 
shall- not concern myself with magnitudes, but 
would only say that if you want to create employ
ment of a meaningful type in particular areas after 
taking into account all that is already being done 
there, the cbnclusion is inescapable that Coopera
tion . must again play a most important part. 
Studies have been made on the amount of employ
ment generated in an area where there is, say, a 
major civil work or irrigation project. Assuming 
that the work, results in development of assets, 
there is scope for creating continuous employment 
for a large number of people. Now the way in 
which this large number of labourers is sometimes 
organised is by contractors in labour-gangs. It is 
certainly not the intention of such an effort that 
the best part of the remuneration or the wages 
should go to the middlemen. Obviously, such 
effort has to be accompanied by. the organi
sation on a cooperative basis of those who are to 
derive benefit. I am glad that some of my friends 
have spoken of labour and how important it is in 
this context to have cooperative labour societies. 
Here in India, a country-wide experiment is being 
tried or at least initiated, for large-scale employment 
in the rural areas and I see no alternative to the co
operatives again playing a very important part here.

13. 1 spoke of consumer cooperatives and 
Sweden in that context. The whole concept o f  
the buffer-stock in India has been not to rely too 
much on outside food aid but to amass such 
stocks of food as will from year to year help 
equalize the physical inequalities of seasonal pro
duction and mitigate consequent price upsurges. 
If there is a year of short production, then such 
stocks would be available. But how would they 
be available ? Where should they be available ? 
The shortage, which itself is reflected in high prices 
in the most vulnerable areas, is by no means con
fined to the cities. So a whole rural distributive 
system of cooperative retail stores is again 
extremely important. Here again. Cooperation 
becomes an important instrument of social justice.

14. Lastly, electricity has been mentioned, and 
electricity is extremely important in this process 
of growth. All over India today water resources, 
if available at all, even under the ground, have to 
be tapped for agricultural purposes. The utili
sation of ground water is important in dry areas. 
It is of great economic significance in other areas. 
One of the most economic ways of lifting water is 
by the use of electricity. That is why the rural 
electrification programmes have become water- 
based, though they are also crucial for such other 
things as small industries, street lighting and so 
forth. This is a very important development and 
the rural electric cooperatives play an extremely 
important part. In India this is being tried on a 
pilot basis in four or five places. It is the rural 
consumers o f electricity who organise themselves 
into cooperatives. The advantage is not only that 
of decentralisation but of being in contact with 
the actual consumers and of relieving the State 
Electricity Boards of an onerous task which may 
be too distant from their organisational centre. 
In all these efforts, the aspect of managerial eflS- 
ciency, the recruitment and training of personnel 
and the provision of adequate credit are o f great 
importance.

15. It is not my purpose to exhaust the list of 
possible activities. There are certainly many 
more which can be appropriately organised through 
cooperatives, for cooperatives are important 
ancillaries to the process of development. We 
must at the same time emphasise that mere econo
mic growth without the living content o f social 
justice will not lead to anything that is lasting. In 
fact, it will have within it its own seeds of des
truction. Therefore, social justice is not only in 
absolute terms necessary, but it is also expedient. 
Social justice is not only fundamental but, withput 
it, the political stability of States is not likely to 
last. This becomes, from an organisational point 
of view, an extremely important feature. It is 
especially so in the rural areas where cooperation 
for its part is also a very significant factor.for the 
harmonious development of the countries I have 
mentioned. Cooperation and Social Justice are 
both vital to the future of these countries which 
represent the rural population of half or more of  
the world.

16. I would again thank the ICA and its 
Regional Office for having given me this opportu
nity of addressing you. Any discussion o f these 
subjects in an international forum, in order to be 
useful, must include an attempt to align .inter
national ideals with-national problems. I suggest 
that what I have been telling you this evening is 
an attempt to consider the implications of two 
concepts of international significance—Coopera
tion and Social Justice—in the concrete setting of 
the rural society of the developing nations of 
South-East Asia, and more especially of one of 
those nations, namely, India. □
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Chairman’s Remarks by Mr. V. N. Puri
Friends,

If it is not the only, it is certainly one of the 
prime duties o f  the man occupying the Chair to 
keep to the time schedule, but in a gathering like 
this when so many important people have so much 
of importance to say, I am afraid this is the 
natural course of such a meeting and I crave your 
indulgence. However, the organisers of this meet
ing were clever enough to provide for the Chair
man cutting down on the time allowed to him for 
his final remarks. I am going to use that prero
gative and keep my remarks to the barest mini
mum. I will only say that we in the cooperative 
movement all over the world, are practical people 
by the very nature o f our organisations. All co
operatives anywhere are formed by people who 
nee4 them because o f stresses on their economic 
resources. I am reminded of the words of 
U Thant, the Secretary-General o f the United 
Nations, in his message on the 25th Anniversary 
o f the United Nations wherein he said : “Let us 
pass from words to action” and added, “ Let us 
move from self-interest to mutual interest” . I may 
only say that Cooperation is nothing else but 
mutual interest and I have already said that we 
are men of action. We leave words behind : and 
act in trying to bring economic prosperity to the 
members whom we all wish to serve. You have 
just heard a wonderful discourse from the Chief 
Guest who had, in a pleasant manner, a dig at the 
political cooperators. But I can assure him, and 
he knows this from his own experience in our 
country, that when we in the early 40s accepted 
governmental aid and offered the services of co

operatives in fulfilling and furthering the policies 
of the government, it was natural that people in 
important walks o f life including, the most im
portant walk o f life, that is politics, were wel
comed into the cooperative fold. In these last 
nine years or ten years, as an example of what I 
have said, the International Cooperative Alliance 
has been bringing about collaboration between 
developed' and developing movements. Last year 
we initiated contacts between various developed 
movements of this Region and the developing 
movements, and started a dialogue, undertook 
surveys for collaboration in various fields of 
activity, as the Chief Guest mentioned, including 
a survey of the rural sector o f the economy in 
these countries and I wish and hope, as all o f us 
do, that this survey comes to fruition in many 
cooperative projects.

It was a happy augury on this International 
Cooperative Day to learn that the IFFCO (the 
Indian Farmers Fertilizer Cooperative Limited) is 
now off the ground and I believe there are now no 
more hurdles to be crossed. I think this is the 
biggest project in the inter-cooperative settor any 
where in the world. Again I quote U  Thant 
that “Whereas we might have reached the moon 
yet we have not tried to reach or not actually 
reached our own neighbour by bettering the lot of 
the common man through cooperative effort” . I 
hope we shall be able to achieve that reaching our 
neighbour earlier than the average man can reach 
the moon. With these word I have tried to come 
back to schedule and now I request Mr. Weeraman 
to present a vote of thanks.
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ICA Director on International Cooperative Day'
During the last twelve months we have cele

brated two anniversaries which have brought to 
mind the fundamental characteristics of our coope
rative philosophy and methods. Recently there 
was the Bicentenary of the birth of Robert Owen. 
Last year we noted the 75th Anniversary of the 
International Cooperative Alliance.

We praised Robert Owen as the man who 
pointed the way forward for the mass of people 
who in his day were the victims o f miserable 
poverty. He was an educator. He was a coope
rator. He believed that men and women, given 
education and given the opportunity of owning and 
managing property in common, could overcome 
the handicaps o f their environment.

In celebrating the anniversary of the Alliance 
we proclaimed, as we do especially on this Inler- 
national Cooperative Day, that we are not only a 
movement of the people. We are a movement of 
many peoples in many lands throughout the world.

Cooperators have always stressed, as Robert 
Owen did, their faith in education. Education was 
enshrined in the Rochdale principles and it conti
nues to find a major place in the principles as they 
were recently reinterpreted by the ICA Congress.

The Cooperative Movement <n its pioneering 
days provided its members with facilities for 
learning to read and write well before the State 
embarked upon its own educational programmes. 
Today we have our cooperative colleges through
out the world and we train millions of our 
members in the principles of popular participation 
in business as well as thousands of the staff who 
run that business. In particular we are turning 
our thoughts more and more to the educational 
needs o f cooperators of the developing world. In 
many countries they are in a stage of their history 
which is broadly comparable with the era in the 
West in which Robert Owen and our cooperative 
pioneers worked many decades ago. They are 
experiencing poverty, ignorance, malnutrition and 
disease which are similar in character, though 
vastly greater in extent, to the conditions against 
which the early cooperators fought within their 
small societies.

Now that the working people of the in
dustrialised nations have reached a degree of 
affluence scarcely dreamed of by their grandfathers, 
surely it is their opportunity, and indeed their 
duty—the duty of all of us—, to do what we can 
to help our sister cooperative movements in the 
Third World. This is why the International Co
operative AUiance has declared this Decade, the

*Speech Delivered by  the D irector o f  the International Coope
rative Alliance, Dr. S . K . Saxena at International Coopera
tive D ay Celebrations o f  the Royal Arsenal Cooperative 
Socie ty  at Central H all, W estm inster, Saturday Ju ly  3rd 
1971.

seventies, to be the Cooperative Development 
Decade.

We are determined to redouble our efforts to 
ensure that cooperative societies in developing 
countries are given the aid that they need. We do 
not claim to be able to do it in the Alliance itself. 
Efforts are needed on the part of cooperative 
movements, o f  governments, of UN agencies and 
of all who are concerned to help the masses of 
Asia, Africa and South America to help them
selves.

But on this International Cooperative Day it is 
not only to those continents that we need to look. 
Our cooperative principles and methods are equally 
needed in the affluent world. We have daily 
reminders that despite cohiparative material abun
dance, the industrialised nations are faced with an 
abundance o f problems as w ell—problems of rest
lessness, o f frustration, of a sense of individual 
helplessness to resist the machinations of vast or
ganisations seemingly beyond their control. In this 
modern context the potential contributions of 
cooperative principles and methods assumes new 
proportions—in terms of participation in economic 
decisions by workers and small producers, of 
consumer protection, of mobilising the public for 
the fight against pollution, o f a countervailing 
power to multi-national corporations, and of the 
practical exercise o f political and economic demo
cracy.

The essence of the cooperative society is that 
the individual counts, that he may join together 
with thousands of other individuals in owning and 
managing a vast industrial and commercial com
plex. And yet there is always an opportunity for 
the individual member to express his personality 
through the activities which he undertakes jointly 
with his cooperative colleagues. I recognise, of 
course, that we are faced with continuous threats 
to cooperative democracy in the modern age We, 
like other mass movements, have our problems 
arising from delegation of power to official elements. 
But I believe that these are temporary troubles 
which our basic democratic structure can and will 
ultimately solve. If may be that at the beginning 
of this Decade we need a reaffirmation of our faith 
—a new determination to demonstrate the viability 
of our principles. I believe that it is particularly 
apt for us to make that reaffirmation on the first 
International Cooperative Day of the new Decade.

COOPERATIVE
DEVELOPMENT

DECADE
1971-1980
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the
cooperative
development
decade

The International Cooperative Alliance 
has published a leaflet in English, 
French and German entitled ‘‘The Next 
Ten Years’’ for free distribution to 
leading cooperators at both national and 
local levels outlining the basic concept 
of the Cooperative Development Decade. 
The leaflet mentions the publicity aids 
to assist in promoting the Cooperative 
Development Decade now available from 
the ICA as follows :

1. PAMPHLET “ THE COOPERATIVE DEVELOP
MENT DECADE 1971-1980” . This pamph
let explains the basic concept of the 
CDD, its relationship to the UN Deve
lopment Decade and how cooperative 
movements, governments and UN agencies 
are playing their part in the en
couragement of cooperative societies 
in developing countries. The pamphlet 
is available in English, French, Ger
man and Spanish at 15 p. per copy, 25 
copies £5.50, 100 copies £12.00.

2. THE CDD BADGE. An attractive lapel 
badge depicting the rainbow, the globe 
and the dates of the Cooperative Deve
lopment Decade 1971-1980. This was 
designed and manufactured by the 
Czechoslovak Cooperative Movement as 
a contribution to the ICA Development 
Fund. No price is fixed for the 
badges, but organisations wanting 
supplies are invited to make as' 
generous a contribution to the Deve
lopment Fund as possible.

3. ADHESIVE SYMBOLS. The same emblem is 
produced in colour as an adhesive 
‘‘sticker’’ suitable for putting on 
letters and envelopes. The symbols 
are obtainable in packets of 100 at 
the price of fi.OO per packet.

4. UNESCO GIFT COUPONS. Through the use 
of UNESCO Gift Coupons, cooperators 
in advanced countries can help coope
rators in developing countries in 
acquiring books needed for coopera
tive libraries, for formal classes, 
and for study circles of cooperative 
members. The Development Fund of the 
International Cooperative Alliance is 
included in UNESCO’s list of Recom
mended Beneficiary Projects for 
1971-72.

5. GREETINGS CARDS. In conjunction with 
UNICEF,the ICA is issuing cooperative 
greetings cards. These carry the co
operative message in English, French, 
German and Russian. They are suitable 
for all seasons and festivals.

6. SYNDICATED ARTICLES. The ICA pub
lishes every two weeks a short syndi
cated article on some aspexjt of the 
Cooperative Development Decade in
cluding the activities of the ICA 
and its member-organisations. These 
are issued to editors and other 
journals, on a commercial basis but 
they are also available to libraries 
and individuals for a subscription of 
£3.00 per year.

7. COOPERATIVE NEWS SERVICE. CNS will 
in future report on the progress of 
activities within the Cooperative 
Development Decade.

Note : Those who wish to obtain any of the 
above, may send their orders to the 
International Cooperative Alliance, 
11 Upper Grosvenor Street, London 
W .l (WIX 9PA), England.
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For the 25 th Anniversary 

of Unesco

Rene Maheu

Director-General o f  the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation

Unesco seeks to organise international relations 
in the intellectual sphere with a view to promoting 
human rights and helping to establish a just and 
lasting peace. That is the purpose in view, with 
aims obviously reaching far into the future but 
imperatives to be observed immediately. Under
lying that purpose is belief in the power of the 
human spirit to shape the course o f history.

It is certainly paradoxical that it should have 
been governments, the agents of sovereign States, 
and as such dedicated to the defence of particular 
temporal interests, which conceived this purpose 
and undertook to help in its achievement. For 
my part, I feel that the fact that the undertaking 
stems from governments is, in itself, highly signi
ficant; . I regard this as a token of the growing 
influence of spiritual values in political structures 
and techniques, which can arouse indignation and 
alarm only among those thinkers who shrink from 
any direct contact with action, which is the living 
stuflf of history.

A Genuine Life of the Spirit

In my work, of course, I have many opportu
nities of seeing the contradictions which may, 
within Unesco, cause the motives and behaviour 
of governments to conflict with the requirements 
of pure spiritual freedom. But not only have I 
never found myself obliged to renounce my 
fundamental convictions: I have, on the contrary, 
discovered in the service of the Organisation, 
besides many possibilities o f translating those 
convictions into action in a particularly effective 
and cogent way, the sustance to nurture the 
aspirations of a genuine spiritual life. I am sure 
that many others, once seriouly committed, have 
made, and could bear witness to, similar discove
ries. Not everyone has the good fortune to be led 
and required in the pursuit of his profession to 
discern and give practical expression to the 
universiality of Man.

The power o f the spirit in history is not to be 
taken as referring to any metaphysical or religious 
transcendency. Nevertheless, relations have been 
established and developed, especially with the 
Christian churches, on a basis of mutual under
standing which has brought to light—as can be 
seen in the work being done to help the develop
ing countries—not only possibilities of practical 
cooperation in specific circumstances but also a 
real fellowship and even a unity o f  purpose, 
inspired by concern for man’s destiny on earth.

The reason for this is to be sought in the pro
gressive clarification of what, for want of a better 
word, we are obliged to call the ideology of
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Unesco, the belief, that is to say, in a system of 
ideas and values which provides at once an expla
nation of history and a guide to action: the
ideology o f Human Rights.

Human Rights in Action

It is Human Rights as defined in the Universal 
Declaration of 1948, which inspire the whole of 
Unesco’s work and give it its meaning: its work 
for the establishment o f standards, the aid it 
furnishes to development; its promotion of intel
lectual effort, in fact all its activities are designed 
to facilitate the advent of a civilization of the 
universal. Peace itself has no value and, strictly 
speaking, no reality for Unesco, unless it is found
ed on justice which is nothing other than human 
rights in action. Peace, for Unesco, is not the 
illusory security or transigent stability represented 
by the dominance of one power or even a balance 
of power, the goal pursued so desperately in an 
armaments race that is as vain as it is exhausting. 
Peace in justice acknowledged and this, we know 
full well, can be attained only by radical changes 
in the structure o f societies and the organization 
o f the world. From Unesco’s point of view, in 
which the static has no place, the cause o f peace 
and the cause of progress coincide.

This is so not only because we are still living 
in a condition where injustice abounds and vio
lence in various forms is breaking out on all sides 
and at every movement. It is so not simply for 
the circumstantial reason that human rights, as 
now conceived and accepted, are by no means fully 
respected and applied; but for the deeper, essential 
reason that the mere notion of human rights intro
duces at the very centre of History the principle of 
the indefinite advancement of man by man’s own 
efforts. Right—and the law which embodies it 
—represent the dialectic process whereby man 
strives towards a better state of his own devising. 
This, for me, is the ultimate philosophical and

UNESCO: 25TH 
ANNIVERSARY 1946-1971

FISRT GENERAL CONFERENCE OPENED ON 4TH  
NOVEMBER 1946 IN PARIS WITH 20 MEMBER-STATES

The purpose o f  the Organisation is  to  contribute to  peace  
and security  by prom oting collaboration am ong the  
nations through education, science and culture in order 
to  further universal respect for justice, for the rule o f  
law  and for the hum an rights and fundam ental freed om s  
w hich are a£Srmed for the peoples o f  the w orld, w ithout 
distinction o f  race, sex, language or religion  by the  
Charter o f  the United Nations.
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moral significance of Unesco’s undertaking. And 
this, too, explajns the fundamental, immanent and 
progressive humanism of .that undertaking.

Humanism: for centuries that word was a title 
to honour. Marxism, in its turn—and not without 
justifiication—has laid claim to it; even the reli
gions, in the end, have agreed to make known and 
justify their messages on this same ground. It is 
considered proper, today, in certain intellectual 
circles, to denounce humanism as a form o f mysti
fication used by the established authorities. God 
is no more, man does not exist; and the structures 
of nature and language are the sole reality o f the 
shadow-play of history; this is, no doubt, for 
thinkers comfortably installed with all the advan
tages and honours o f the most traditionalist of  
university institutions, an excellent way of com
mending themselves to the favour of a younger 
generation at a loss to know where to turn.

Human Adventure

I, for my part, am one of those who believe

that, whatever the explanation o f reality may be, 
the whole significance of the world lies in the 
human adventure; and it is, clearly, because 
Unesco proceeds from a hi manist purpose that it 
has given me so many reasons for service, so many 
opportunities for self-fulfilment. It is my hope 
that the Organization may remain stead-fastly true 
to that purpose.

This is also, I have found, what the peoples 
expect o f Unesco. It is the reason for the confi
dence the Organization inspires and the immense 
hopes it arouses. Over and above the relative 
effectiveness of its work, the most important result 
of these first twenty-five years of Unesco’s existence 
is that—perhaps more than any other organization 
—it has enabled the men and women of today, 
despite all the diversity of their cultures, interests 
and regimes, to show forth, at least potentially, the 
universality of their conviction that mankind is one 
sharing a common nature and ideal. And it is in 
this way, paradoxically, that Unesco is coming to 
represent a force with which the political realists 
will have to reckon. □

U nesco Resolution No. 9.15

Approved by the Sixteenth Session (39th Plenary Meeting, 14th November 1970 of the General
Conference o f the United Nations Educationa], Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) in
Paris

The General Conference,

1. REALISING-the great importance of Resolution 2459 adopted by the General 
Assembly of the United Nations at its twenty-third session (1968), and reso
lution 1413 adopted by the Economic and Social Council at its forty-sixth 
session (I9 6 9), on the role of the cooperative movement in economic.and social 
development,

2. RECOGNIZING the advantages of the cooperative movement as a potential method 
of releasing powerful forces of self-help for social, economic, cultural and 
educational progress, in the pursuance of the objectives of the Second Deve
lopment Decade, especially in developing countries where the cooperative 
movement provides a very effective source of adult education, in particular 
in the field of functional literacy,

3. INVITES the Director-General to ensure, by all suitable means, that adequate 
attention is paid to the task of utilising these advantages of the coopera
tive movement for making UNESCO’s programme more effective in the fields 
where cooperative experience can be beneficial for the work of UNESCO, while 
simultaneously making UNESCO’s help available to cooperative organisaticAis 
for their educational work carried out in conformity with UNESCO’s aims with
in the framework of the Second Development Decade. □
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Joint Action by Trade Unions and Cooperatives 
in Developing Countries

BY
SARAH GRIFFITHS

The task of improving the economic position 
of the workers and rural peasants in developing 
countries provides a major challenge for both 
trade unions and cooperatives. The two movements 
have grown up independently o f each other in these 
countries, with trade union activities confined 
almost exclusively to the towns, and cooperatives 
tending to lie concentrated in the rural sector. 
There have certainly been cases where trade unions 
and cooperatives have collaborated, but points of 
contact between them have been limited in extent 
because o f theii^separate areas of activity.

There are two levels on which trade unions and 
cooperatives may collaborate—either by coordi
nating the efforts of the two movements, or by the 
sponsorship of cooperative activity by individual 
trade unions. At the first level, trade union and 
cooperative moverfients may collaborate in variety 
of ways: trade unions can set up special funds for 
the support of cooperatives; cooperative thrift and 
credit societies and trade unions may together 
encourag workers to save: in the field of education 
the two movement may jointly produce literature 
and audio-visual aids for member education; co
operative subjects may be included in tiade union 
education'programmes both at member level and 
in the training o f trade union leaders, and they 
may collaborate on courses and seminars for the 
training of administrative personnel. In Colom
bia the trade union and cooperative movements 
have made considerable progress in bringing about 
such collaboration—the Union de Trabajadores 
de Colombia, one of the two leading workers’ 
organisations in the country, has a special coope
rative department which organises training cours
es for cooperative leaders and personnel, and 
publishes information and study materials. It 
also has close contacts with the Union Coopera
tive National (an umbrella organisation for all 
coperatives linked with the UTC) particularly in 
the field of credit. This example is not typical of 
the general situation, though, and such coordina
tion of effort remains rare in developing countries.

More common is the sponsorship o f coopera
tives by individual trade unions, although here 
again only a smalt percentage o f unions have ex
plored the possibilities. Where unions are weak, 
this can be a way of improving the situation of 
workers more quickly and effectively than possible 
with collective bargaining. Cooperative thrift and 
credit societies have been the most successful in 
this respect: trade unions can provide security for 
loans to small borrowers, and they can play a big 
part in encouraging savings by deposit schemes 
of various types. Consumer cooperatives have

proved more difficult to establish in developing 
countries, due to problems caused by the limited 
buying power o f members, the habit in many 
countries of buying on credit, and lack o f competent 
management and member loyalty. Nevertheless there 
is considerable scope for this kind of cooperative in 
combating the high prices of private traders. One 
trade union which has set up a successful cons- 
mer cooperative is the Banana Workers Union of 
the Tela Railroad Company (SITRATERCO) in 
Honduras, which has five cooperative shops and 
three vans delivering to plantions, as well as a 
modern supermarket in La Lima. Another is the 
Indonesiag Free Railway Workers Union, which 
has set up a consumer cooperative which concen
trates on the sale of rice, buying direct from far
mers and thus helping to suppress usurious money
lenders and middlemen. Both these cooperative 
ventures have succeeded in bringing down prices.

Trade unions in most developing countries are 
still in their infancy —wage earners may comprise 
from 5— 15% of population, and o f these only a 
small percentage will be organised in trade unions. 
Nevertheless the movement has made great pro
gress in these areas in recent years, the trade union 
frequently being the only modern democratic or
ganisation in the country. In spite o f the fact 
that their collective bargaining position is likely 
to be weak because of the fragmentation and pro
liferation of the unions and the excess o f  cheap 
labour, their members are privileged minority 
when compared with the mass of workers who are 
in a permanent state o f unemployment or un
deremployment.

There is much trade unions and cooperatives 
can do if they work together to create employ
ment and generally improve the situation of the 
rural worker. Indeed this is vital for the strength 
o f the trade union movement as a whole, for it is 
impossible to establish a strong trade union 
movement in the towns while masses of unemplo
yed workers are drifting there from the countryside. 
A start has been made in this direction in Mada
gascar, where the Madagascan Trade Union Centre 
(the FMM) helps peasants in the weighing o f their 
products and provide.? them with agricultural 
machinery which is utilised collectively, and is 
trying to organise the sale of farm products on 
cooperative lines. In the Philippines the Fede
ration of Free Farmers, comprising tenant farmers 
and agricultural and plantation workers, in 1966 
created the Free Farmers Cooperative and has 
since embarked on a number of projects such as

(Contd. on page 26)
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Training Course in Farm Credit
Mr. P. E. Weeraman, ICA Regional Director 

for South-East Asia, inaugurated the training 
course in “ Farm Credit Management” held 
by Indian Farm Education Foundation on 
9th September 1971 at New Delhi. The 
course was attended by 18 participants from co
operative institutions and 12 from commercial 
institutions.

During the course of inaugural address, Mr. 
Weeraman said “The solution of the small pro
ducer’s problems would be a lasting one only if 
the institutions which attempt to solve these 
problems are managed by the producers them
selves on a basis of voluntary association, demo
cratic control and mutual self help This is the 
only way in which the exploitation of the farmer’s 
economic needs could be eliminated. This is the 
cooperative way. But the cooperatives must be 
real cooperatives, truely voluntary, autonomous 
and non-profit-seeking. Whatever disciplines are 
deemed necessary for the good management of 
farm credit should be internal disciplines freely 
accepted by the members. The value o f a self- 
imposed discipline is far greater than that of a 
discipline imposed by an outside authority. Whilst 
the latter discipline leads to regimentation and so 
the breaking down of moral, the former improves 
the members by a single motion, both materially 
and morally. Thus it is not the financing bank, 
even if it be a cooperative bank, that should lay 
down the norms for lending but the borrowing 
society itself. If the norms are laid down by the 
bank, the borrowing society tends to be merely an 
agent o f credit whereas if the norms are laid down

by the general body o f each cooperatives, the 
cooperative becomes a real manager of credit. The 
members who lay down these norms for themselves 
become more responsible and thus become better 
users of credit” .

“By cooperatives functioning as the suppliers of 
farm credit and farm guidance, the members of  
these institutions will slowly but surely become 
responsible, self-reliant and self-respecting farmers 
who would be able to function as equal and willing 
partners o f the State in the implementation of 
governmental schemes of national development. 
This will not happen if the cooperatives do not 
have true cooperative character, if they are not 
really voluntary and autonomous organisations, if 
they function only as agents o f the government or 
other institutions. By being mere agents they will 
never reach the desired position of being initiators 
of policy and collaborators of the government in 
the great task of nation-building. The presence of 
independent cooperatives composed of initiators 
and collaborators at the grass-roots level, helping 
the government of a country in the implementation 
of its plans of development will be of much greater 
value to the government than the presence of only 
its agent*: at that level, for as has been truly said 
by Fauquet, any government o f any country is 
weakest at the village level and this is the very 
point at which a truly autonomous cooperative 
movement would be strongest. Therefore the 
support given by real cooperative institutions at 
the grass-roots level is of inestimable value to any 
government for the implementation of its schemes 
of national development” . □

H E R M A N  L A M M  J O I N S  I C A  D E L H I
Mr. Herman Lamm joined the ICA Regional 

Office & Education Centre in October 1971 as Joint 
Director (Administration & Finance). Mr. Lamm 
will also serve as the Specialist in Conumer Coope
ration of the Regional Office & Education Centre.

Mr. Lamm, a Swedish national, holds a degree 
in Politics and Economics equivalent to M.A. 
from Stockholm University, and has a long experi

ence in Consumer Cooperative work. During the 
period between 1943 and 1964, he worked with the 
Stockholm Consumer Cooperative Society, the last 
seven years of which he was the Publicity Manager 
of the Society.

He also has experience in Consumer Coope
rative work in India and Afganistan. He con
ducted a feasibility study for Consumer Coopera
tion in Afganistan in 1963. During 1965-66, he 
has worked as the Leader of a three-man Swedish 
Team teaching Consumer Cooperation in the 
Central Institute of Management for Consumers’ 
Business (CIMCOB) in Bombay which was later 
merged with the present Vaikunth Mehta National 
Institute of Cooperative Management in Poona, 
India. After his assignment in CIMCOB he 
returned to Sweden in 1966 and worked in the In
formation Section of the Kooperativa Forbundet 
(KF). He also has worked with the Swedish Co
operative Centre (SCC) for a short period in 1967. 
During the last two years, he was in-charge of the 
Department in KF which is responsible for the 
work regarding Congresses, Byelaws of the KF 
and the Retail Societies. □
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R E G IO N A L  SEM IN A R  O N  PER SO N N EL  

M A N A G E M E N T  IN  C O O PER A TIV ES

A Regional Seminar on Personnel Management 
in Cooperatives was held at the ICA Regional 
Office, New Delhi, by the International Coopera
tives Alliance, Regional Office & Education Centre 
for South-East Asia in collaboration with the 
National Cooperative Union o f India from 27th 
September to 16th October, 1971. Delegates from 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Nepal, Singapore, Thailand and an observer from 
the ILO participated.

The Seminar was inaugurated by Hon’ble Shri 
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, Minister of Agriculture, 
Government of India. The inaugural function was 
also attended by the Hon’ble Shri A. P. Shinde, 
Minister o f State in the Ministry o f Agriculture, 
Government of India, Dr. R. C. Dwivedi Director, 
National Cooperative Union of India and a large 
gathering of distinguished cooperators.

The ICA Regional Director for South-East 
Asia, Mr. P E. VVeeraman, speaking at the inaugural 
session outlined the work done by the ICA Regi
onal Office & Education Centre. He explained the 
need o f an enlightened personnel management 
policy in cooperatives if they are to develop as 
independent and autonomous organisations. He 
said that he is very happy that the ICA Regional 
Office has been able to hold a seminar on the very 
important subject of personnel management in 
cooperatives and thanked the Cooperative Move
ment o f Sweden and the Swedish International 
Development Authority (SIDA) whose munificence 
that made possible the holding of this seminar.

Dr. R. C. Dwivedi, welcomed the participants 
of the seminar and other distinguished guests.

Mr. J. M. Rana, Director (Education), ICA 
Regional Office & Education Centre for South- 
East Asia then thanked the Minister for kindly 
inaugurating the seminar and said that this act of 
kindness by him and the presence of Mr. Shinde, 
Minister , o f State, and the high officials of the 
Ministry of Agriculture^ Government of India, 
demonstrated their support to the education work 
done by the ICA Regional Office & Education 
Centre in the field of Cooperation.

Mrs. M ilagrosD. Nuesa, Cooperative Training 
Officer o f the Cooperative Administration Office 
of the Philippines, speaking on behalf of the 
participants, thanked the International Coopera
tive Alliance and the National Cooperative Union 
of India for organising the seminar and giving 
them an opportunity for exchange o f ideas.

The seminar was directed by Mr. J. M. Rana 
assisted by Dr. Dharm Vir, Joint Director (Educa
tion), ICA Regional Office & Education Centre for 
South-East Asia.

Text o f  the speech delivered by Mr. F. A. Ahmed. 

Friends,

We are living in an age of spectacular scientific 
and technological achievements by mankind. 
There is also a keen desire among the peoples of 
the developing countries to make rapid economic 
and social progress and to catch up with the level 
of living of the economically advanced regions. 
EflForts are afoot to obtain this objective. Among 
the agencies designed to secure this aim, coopera
tive movement has acquired a distinctive place. 
In India, for example, cooperation has made signi
ficant contribution to bringing about the “ Green 
Revolution” , drastically curtailing the influence of 
individual moneylenders on the village community, 
serving the farmer by providing agricultural pro
duction requisites and marketing facilities, and 
meeting consumer needs of the people particularly 
in times of shortages. Over the years, the coopera
tives have been able to bring within their fold more 
than three fourths of the villages and succeeded in 
developing entreprenurial skills where devoted 
leaders have established cooperative industries.

2. While we appreciate the performance of the 
cooperatives in our own country and feel encoura
ged by the progress of the movement in many others, 
it must be recognised that the task of cooperative 
development is not an easy one for cooperatives 
are not a form of development, an instrument only 
but a way of life. They are, however, expected to 
work in competition with other forms of established 
economic enterprise and judged by the same norms 
of commerce which is far too clever for public 
scrutiny, far too ruthless in its operation and far
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too insensitive to social objectives. I am, there
fore, g|ad that the International Cooperative 
Alliance Regional Office and Education Centre 
have organised this Seminar on Personnel Manage
ment to discuss some of the important issues 
confronting the cooperative movement in the 
region.

3. The organisation, operation and structure 
of cooperative society are such that the term 
‘personnel’ includes the members, office bearers and 
Board of Directors on the one hand, and the paid 
executives on the other. In any discussion on the 
subject of Personnel Management’ therefore all 
these various categories of people involved in the 
movement will have to be kept in view. Unless a 
working relationship is built up among the various 
agents of the cooperative movement based on 
mutual trust, affinity of ideals and unity of pur
pose, the whole texture of the cooperatives would 
break up asunder. The members will have to be 
active and responsive and not sleeping partners 
but still must give the Board of Directors and the 
Executives the necessary freedom of action and 
opportunities to use their initiative and business 
acumen. Once the General Body o f a Cooperative 
Society has laid down the broad frame work of 
action, it should be left to the Board of Directors 
to evolve suitable mechanism for achieving the 
short or long term goals. There should be simi
larly no ambiguity or cross functioning between the 
paid staff and the Board of Directors. Once the 
machinery has been created and the form of opera
tion decided, it should be left to the Executive to 
implement the decisions with honesty and relative 
independence. This however would not be possible 
until we are able to build up a cadre o f devoted 
executives with calibre, resourcefulness and moti
vation. I would be restricting my observations to 
this category of people for the time being.

4. Some of the basic issues relating to person
nel management uppermost in my mind are
(a) determining job specifications of various types 
of personnel at all levels, (b) fixing their strength, 
(c) laying down the needed qualifications and ex
perience and the recruitment policy, (d) prescribing 
pay scale and other facilities which might be 
adequate incentive to attract right type of persons 
to man the right job, (e) arraneing for their training 
and development (f) defining the lines of technical 
and administrative command, (g) providing opportu
nities of full expi-ession of initiative and qualities of 
leadership, (h) giving benefits of promotion on the 
job, and (i) ensuring growth of an employee along- 
with the institution. I hope you will find time to 
share your experiences on some of these issues and 
forniulate guidelines for improving management 
efficiency. Iri doing so, needless to mention, you 
would take into account the limitations in which 
the cooperatives are operating in the various count
ries, the peculiarities of different types of coope
rative organisations, and the level of progress 
achieved in education, science and technology in 
different communities. An important consideration 
in this regard would also be the ability of the indivi

dual cooperative to practice some o f the accepted 
principles of personnel management. I would, 
however, add that the cooperatives in many count
ries have reached a stage where this cannot make 
further impact on the economy and social life 
unless they radically orient their personnel policy.

5. In India, we are equally concerned about 
the problems of personnel development in coope
rative institutions. By and large, three sets of 
problems are related to this issue. Firstly, coope
ratives heavily depend on the services of govern
ment officials. With a view 'o providing technical 
and management support to cooperatives, the 
Government also depute offices on foreign service 
terms as a deliberate policy. This has no doubt 
been helpful in meeting the immediate needs of the 
movement, but to what extent continuance of such 
a policy on a mass scale would be desirable in the 
larger interest of the concerned cooperative insti
tutions is a question to be examined carefully. 
Doubts are raised as to whether the right type of 
persons have been recruited and whether they 
would be able to discharge the assigned duties 
efficiently. Then there are instances in which 
cooperatives were not able to secure the services 
of some persons on the terms which they 
could afford. In order to eliminate some of these 
major problems, measures have been initiated to 
assist and encourage formation of cadres, to pro
vide facilities for training of junior, intermediate 
and senior category of personnel and to grant 
managerial subsidy to needy and potentially viable 
cooperatives. I must however frankly admit that 
the cooperative movement to succeed must bui!d 
up on its own resources and ability to train up its 
own persons. The policy of deputations which has 
been frowned at in other public sector under
takings is still less worthy and reasonable in the 
cooperative sector. Firstly such people in many 
cases are not likely to be imbued with the coope
rative ideal, would be able to play the Government 
machinery against the cooperatives and with no 
personal stakes in the movement, are likely to 
distort its functioning and image. In any case, it 
would be necessary—until the cooperative cadre is 
separately built up—to allow the cooperative 
leadership to have full control over its employees 
and the present half-way house is doing good to 
no one. While I am saying this, I have obviously 
my own country’s model in view. 1 hope the dis
tinguished delegates here would be able to exchange 
their experience and suggest on that basis what 
form of management would be more practical and 
to the larger good o f the community.

6. I feel rhat if a cohesive cooperative cadre 
is created, the present tensions in cooperative 
institutions arising from lack of proper under
standing of the objectives, poverty idealism and 
mechanical application of the trade union approach 
would automatically disappear. I would, for 
example, not understand the reasons of a strike in 
a cooperative field unless either the Board of 
Directors or the employees or both have no appre
ciation of the cooperative spirit.
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7. The opportunities of development of coope
ratives in my country are many and in fact the 
field is wide open. I hope our experience would 
be of some benefit to the people in this region and 
that we would also learn from them as to what 
types of problems they have faced in their countries. 
One thing which worries me is somewhat funda
mental. Why is it that the cooperative movement 
in many parts of my country is very unevenly deve
loped and why adequate rural leadership is not 
thrown up by the cooperative movement ? Is it 
because of lack of patronage from the Government 
or because the economic system requires greater 
transformation ? Or, is it because those who have 
control over the cooperative societies have such a

strangle-hold on them that they would not permit 
younger leadership to come up ? These and other 
questions, I have no doubt, the distinguished dele
gates to this Seminar would consider. The Inter
national Cooperative Alliance could undertake a 
study of these problems on the pattern of their 
study on personnel management in selected Super 
Bazar Cooperatives. We are following up the 
results of that study and we would surely benefit 
from the result of similar studies undertaken in 
other fields.

8. I have great pleasure in inaugurating the 
Seminar.

A view o f  the participants attendirg the Regional Seminar on Personnel M anagement in Cooperatives.
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SE M IN A R  O N  D E V E L O P M E N T  OF H O U SIN G  

C O O PER A T IV E S IN  CEYLO N

A National Seminar on the development of 
Cooperative Housing was held jointly by the 
Cooperative Federation of Ceylon, International 
Cooperative Alliance, Regional Office & Educa
tion Centre, New Delhi and the Department of 
Cooperative Development of Ceylon from 23rd 
August to 2nd September, 1971 at the Cooperative 
Federation Building, Colombo.

The Seminar was attended by 41 participants 
and 20 observers, representing the Cooperative 
Sector, Trade Union Sector, Government Depart
ments dealing with Housing and the Insurance 
Corporation o f Ceylon, Cooperative Wholesale 
Establishment, Bank of Ceylon, People’s Bank and 
Ceylon Savings Bank.

The Seminar was inaugurated by the Hon. T.B. 
Illangaratne, Minister for Foreign and Internal 
Trade, in the presence o f a large distinguished 
gatheriiig. The Hon’ble Minister in his address 
emphasized the important role which Housing 
Cooperatives could play in Ceylon and said—“ In 
our United Front programme of work, election 
manifesto and Throne Speech, we had given an 
understanding that we would make use of the 
State Sector, Cooperative Sector, private sector and 
also the local government sector in our develop
ment programmes—especially housing and other 
programmes. We could therefore be satisfied that 
we expect a great deal from the Cooperative Move
ment with regard to housing too” .

Mr. J. M. Rana, Director (Education), Mr. 
Lionel Gunawardana, Deputy Director (Publica
tions & Public Relations) of the ICA Regional 
Office & Education Centre along with Messrs 
R.G.G.O. Gunasekera, Commissbner of Coopera 
tive Development, L. M. V. de’ Silva, President, 
Cooperative Federation of Ceylon, directed the 
seminar. The ICA Regional Office in addition to 
two of its own officer provided two other resource 
persons namely, Mr.G.S. Dass, General Manager, 
Cooperative Central Bank, Malaysia, and Mr. 
D.D. Naik, Deputy Manager, Maharashtra Coope
rative Housing Finance Society, Bombay, India, to 
lecture at the seminar.

The seminar discussed the progress made by 
cooperative housing societies and also ways in 
in which cooperative housing could be developed 
in the future.

The seminar was of the opinion that coopera
tive housing societies could make an important 
contribution towards providing homes for persons 
in low and middle income groups and thereby 
improve the housing situation in the country.

The seminar noted with satisfaction that the 
Government of Ceylon has recognised that the 
cooperative sector can play an important role in 
implementing the Government’s Housing Program. 
In view of this the cooperative sector should be 
closely associated in implementing the Five-year 
Housing Programme of the Government.
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An important decision arrived at this Seminar 
was the immediate formation of the “National 
Cooperative Housing Development Society” . 
While the Seminar was in progress the necessary 
bye-laws and regulations were drafted and this 
society is to be registered under the Cooperative 
Societies Act during the first week of October 
1971.

The objects of this society will be :

(a) to act as the spokesman for housing co
operatives in the Country ;

(b) to guide and assist in the formation o f Co
operative Housing Societies :

(c) to provide liaison with various government 
departments, public corporations, local 
bodies, financial institutions etc.;

(d) to prepare plans and programmes for deve
lopment of cooperative housing ;

(e) to provide training to managerial and 
technical personnel required by the coope
rative housing sector and educate the 
members in cooperative principles and 
practices, house maintenance and commu
nity living ;

(f) to provide expertise in regard to adminis
trative technical, financial and legal 
matters ;

(g) to disseminate information regarding 
research in building techniques ;

(h) to arrange and procure building materials 
required by the cooperative housing socie
ties.

A view o f  the audience at the inaugural session.

THE SEMINAR DECIDED that pilot co
operative housing projects be started as soon as 
possible where prospects are good. e.g. thrift and 
credit societies which have substantial savings at 
their disposal.

It was also suggested that a permanent 
commitee comprising representatives from the 
cooperative sector and the Housing Department 
of the Mainistry of Housing and Construction be 
constituted to formulate and implement a co
operative housing programme.

The other conclusions arrived at the seminar 
were :

(1) In the rural areas cooperative housing 
societies should utilise the immense poten
tial of the available labour force and 
organise building activities on the basis of 
aided self-help. Cooperative societies 
should be formed for artisans and workers 
in the building trade such as masons, 
carpenters and other skilled and unskilled 
labour.
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(2) As the current regulations pertaining to 
house constructions are not conducive to 
the development of housing, it was decided 
that these regulations be amended to suit 
present-day conditions. It was suggested 
that the local authorities should pass build
ing plans expeditiously.

The seminar strongly recommended that the 
People’s Bank in which cooperative societies have 
invested their capital and which is the sole financing 
agency for the cooperative movement should draw 
up an appropriate scheme for financing cooperative 
housing.

The rate o f interest on housing loans given by 
the Bank of Ceylon and the Ceylon Savings Bank 
— 11 per cent—was regarded by the Seminar as 
prohibitive for low and middle income group 
persons. The seminar recommended that a suitable 
policy for financing housing development should 
be evolved whereby loans of adequate amounts and 
at reasonable rate of interest not exceeding eight 
per cent are provided to persons in the lower

income groups to enable them to build their own 
homes.

The seminar strongly recommended that the 
Insurance Corporation o f Ceylon should invest a 
portion o f its investible funds in promoting home 
ownership as such investment would benefit policy 
holders from the lower and middle income groups.

The seminar also recommended that private 
commercial and industrial firms should provide 
housing loans to their employees at reasonable 
interest or or should provide loans to cooperative 
housing societies of their employees for building 
homes.

ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING

The 13th Meeting of the Advisory Council of 
ICA Regional Office & Education Centre will be 
held on 8th and 9th November 1971 in Melbourne, 
Australia. The meetings of the Sub-Committee 
for Agriculture and Trade and Board of Advisors 
of IDACA will be held on the 1st November and 
5th November respectively.

JOINT ACTION BY TRADE UNIONS AND COOPERATIVES

(Contd. from page 19)

irrigation and rice production and marketing. The 
International Federation of Plantation Agricul
tural and Allied Workers promotes the formation 
o f peasant organisations in developing countries 
with a view to improving the economic and social 
status of non-wage earning agricultural workers. 
It has also helped develop consumer cooperatives 
in Africa (Nigeria, Kenya, Cameroon and 
Ethiopia) and in Asia (Philippines and Malaysia). 
Such efforts are few and far between though,

and rural communities remain a virtually unex
plored field for trade union activity.

Although in the majority of developing count
ries collaboration between trade unions and co
operatives has so far been undertaken on only a 
small scale,-there is great potential for such colla
boration. It is vital that the activities of trade 
unions should cover as wide a field as possible if 
they are to be effective in raising the standard of 
living of the mass of the population in developing 
countries. □

A successful man is one who can lay a firm 
foundation with the bricks that others throw at him. 

—David Brinkley
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C E Y L O N
D IV ISIO N A L  D E V EL O PM E N T C O U N C IL

The Divisional Development Council set up by 
the Government of Ceylon have put forward 
numerous projects to be undertaken by the re
cently reorganised large primary multipurpose 
cooperative societies or by cooperative societies or 
by cooperatives which may be specially organised 
for the purpose.

Some o f the projects have been already started 
by the cooperative societies. The commonest 
among the projects relates to brick and tile mak
ing, manufacture o f boats for fishermen and 
manufacture o f beedi.

I N D I A

FIRST ALL-INDIA C O O PE R A T IV E  H O U SIN G  
C O N FER EN C E

The conference was organised by the National 
Cooperative Housing Federation, New Delhi, with 
the assistance of Mysore State Cooperative Hous
ing Corporation, Bangalore. It was held at the 
Institute of Engineers, Bangalore on 26th and 
27th October, 1971 Mr. Dharm Vira, the Gover
nor or Mysore State inaugurated the conference. 
Dr. Dharm Vir, Joint Director (Education) con
veyed fraternal greetings on behalf of the ICA. The 
conference was attended by over 200 cooperators 
from different parts o f the country. It was presi
ded over by Mr. P. S. Bhatt and directed by Dr. 
R. C. Dwivedi, Chairman and General Secretary 
respeptively o f the National Cooperative Housing 
Federation.

Among other subjects, the conference discus
sed a proposal of establishing a Regional Demons
tration Project to develop cooperative housing in 
South and East Asia. The Project was initiated 
during the ICA Regional Seminar on Development 
of Housing Cooperatives in South-East Asia, held 
in Malaysia in October-November, 1970. It is being 
sponsored by the International Cooperative Hous
ing Development Association, New York and the 
International Cooperative Alliance and proposed 
to be located first in India.

The concluding session of the conference which 
discussed the reports of working groups was ad
dressed by Shri Jagan Nath Pahadia, Deputy 
Minister o f Agriculture and Cooperation, Govern
ment of India.

SH O R T  T E R M  C O U R SE  FO R  G ENERAL  
M A N A G ER S C O N C LU D ES

The XXI Session of the Short Term Course 
for General Managers, Executive Officers and

other Senior Personnel of Wholesale Cooperative 
Consumer Stores, State and National Consumer 
Federations concluded at the Vaikunth Mehta 
National Institute of Cooperative Management, 
Poona, on 28th August 1971 in which 34 persons 
participated.

C O O PS. R E C O R D  STEADY INCREASE  
IN  FER TILIZER  D IST R IB U T IO N

There has been a progressive increase in the 
volume of fertilizers distributed by cooperatives in 
the last three years. During the year 1969-70, the 
cooperative system distributed fertilizers worth 
Rs. 232.49 crores as against Rs. 200.80 crores in 
1968-69 and Rs. 183.19 crores in 1967-68. Compa
red to the year 1961-62, there has been a seven 
fold increase in 1969-70 in the turnover o f coope
ratives in fertiliser distribution. The operations 
of cooperative- will be substantially stepped up 
during 1971-72 when their turnover is expected to 
be of the order of Rs. 300 crores.

M A N A G E M E N T  T R A IN IN G  P R O G R A M M E  
FO R  E X E C U T IV ES

The National Cooperative Development Cor
poration has advised all’apex marketing federations 
and the National Agricultural Cooperative Market
ing Federation to sponsor at least one executive 
for the Agricultural Supply and Marketing Course 
conducted by the Indian Institute of Management, 
Ahmedabad. The training course for middle/seni
or level executives connected with production and 
distribution of agricultural inputs, comes under 
the purview of the training subsidy scheme o f the 
Corporation.

SPECIAL P R O G R A M M E  OF C O O PE R A T IV E  
D E V E L O P M E N T  F O R  BA CK W ARD AREAS

The cooperatively backward areas in India, 
particularly the eastern States o f Assam, Megha
laya, West Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, eastern Uttar 
Pradesh and Rajasthan will receive a fresh impe
tus to life when a concerted pragramme will soon 
be launched by the National Cooperative Develop
ment Corporation (NCDC). The Corporation, 
which had met on June 21, 1971 under the chair
manship of the Union Minister of Agriculture, 
Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, had approved it.

The Programme covers mainly the integrated 
area development programmes of production, 
marketing, processing, storage, etc., in the areas, 
agricultural processing and agro-based industries, 
marketing of foodgrains directly and on behalf of 
the State Governments as well as the Food Cor
poration of India, marketing o f commercial crops 
like jute, establishment of an efficient system o f
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distribution of agricultural inputs, training, techni
cal consultancy and managerial assistance.

NA TIO N A L C O O P. NEW S AGENCY  
C O N T E M PL A T E D

Mr. Ram Gopal Tiwari, M.P., former Minister 
of Cooperation and Law in Madhya Pradesh, now 
President of the National Cooperative Union of 
India stressed the need for National level coope
rative news agency with branches in every State at 
a disscussion held on problems relating to ihe 
cooperative education in Maharashtra State at 
Maharashtra State Cooperative Union.

I R A N
SEM IN A R  O N  T H E  NEW  C O O PE R A T IV E  
LAW OF IRAN

A three-day seminar to explain the new coope
rative law was held in July 1971 in Teheran recently. 
The Seminar was attended by nearly thousand 
participants and among them were university pro
fessors and provincial cooperative workers.

C O N SU M E R  STO R ES IN  R U R A L  SOCIETIES

The programme o f establishing consumer stores 
in rural cooperatives have progressed steadily. In 
June 1971 the number of rural societies running 
consumer stores stood at 1139.

J A P A N
C O U R SES FO R  C O O PE R A T O R S

The Institute for the Development of Agricul
tural Cooperation in Asia (IDACA), Japan, con
ducted two training courses for cooperators from 
the Republic of Korea, Taiwan and from Malay
sia during the first half of 1971. The course for 
the cooperators from the Republic of Korea and 
Taiwan was conducted in Japanese and the parti
cipants from Korea were mainly presidents of 
amalgamated primary agricultural cooperatives, 
while those from Taiwan were mainly managers of 
primary agricultural associations.

The course for the Malaysian cooperative 
leaders was on multipurpose cooperatives with 
special emphasis on credit.

In addition to these courses, IDACA also 
collaborated with the ICA Regional Office & Edu
cation Centre in conducting a Regional Seminar 
on Shop Planning and Management in May 1971.

PHILIPPINES
C O O PS C O N T R IB U T E  TO  CCEB E D U C A TIO N  
FU N D

fund of the Central Cooperative Educational Board 
o f the Philippines. This brings the total collec
tion sincejanuary 1971 to 104,733.17 pesos.

T H A I L A N D
C O O P E R A T IV E  LEAGUE OF TH A IL A N D

The Cooperative League of Thailand has been 
admitted into the International Cooperative 
Alliance as an associate member.

The league is a semi-governmental organisation 
and was created for the purpose of promoting the 
cooperative movement under the authority of the 
Cooperative Act The League functions as a 
national union and brings together in iis member
ship all types of cooperatives. At present there are 
5,596 societies, with a total individual membership 
of 534,074, reserves amount to about £4,000.

The Cooperative League provides education to 
members, committeemen and employees of co
operative societies, gives assistance to technical 
problems and co-ordinates requests to appropriate 
governmental agencies for assistance to coopera
tive societies; carries out publicity to create a 
better understanding of the cooperative movement, 
undertakes research and studies of cooperative 
activities; reviews cooperative legislation and any 
other legislation affecting the cooperative move
ment and makes representation to the Government 
accordingly; publishes cooperative journals and 
other aids; and promotes cooperative relationships 
between different types of cooperatives.

C O U R SE  FO R  M A N A G ER S

Colonel Surin Cholpraserd, Deputy Under
secretary, Ministry of National Development, 
Thailand, presided over a function held on August
11 at the Training Centre to present certificates 
to 34 trainees who successfully completed the 
Management Course for Managers of Agricultural 
Cooperatives.

The Course, the second of its kind, was organi
sed by the Cooperative Techniques and Promotion 
Division of the Ministry of National Development, 
and the Faculty of Economics and Business Admi
nistration, Kasetsart University with a 'iew  to 
training the managers and the assistant managers of 
agricultural cooperatives to qualify them to handle 
the work of large societies formed by merging 
small credit cooperatives into larger units through
out the country. The 81-day course included the 
principles of cooperation, cooperative business 
administration, agricultural credit, marketing, 
accounting and principle o f statistics. □

During the month of May 1971, 76 cooperatives 
have contributed 20,326 pesos to the educational
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KF ANNUAL ASSEMBLY

The Annual Assembly of Kooperativa Forbundet 
was held in the new Parliament Building in Stock
holm on the 7th and 8th June, 1971. Apart from 
delegates from the Swedish cooperative movement, 
29 foreign delegates representing 21 organisations 
in 13 countries were also present.

Mr. R.P.B. Davies, Secretary for Administra
tion, representing the ICA expressed appreciation 
to KF for its strong support of the work of the 
Alliance, both in terms of financial support and of 
resource persons to the ICA’s Centres in South- 
East Asia and East Africa. He went on to say 
that the world cooperative movement was more 
than the total sum of its national movements and 
if the Alliance was to be effective at the inter
national level it had to have leadership that was 
anchored in the strength of a national movement. 
Mr. Davies pointed out that the Swedish coopera
tive movement had played a part in providing such 
leadership for the Alliance. In Dr. Mauritz Bonow 
KF had provided the Alliance with an outstanding 
President. Mr. John Sallborg was elected the first 
Chairman of INTERCOOP. The International 
Cooperative Housing Committee has, for the last 
ten years, been chaired by Mr. Sven Kypengren 
from HSB. iMr. Davies also recalled the generous 
gift o f  £20,000 to the ICA Development Fund on 
the occaston of the 75th Anniversary of the ICA 
last year.

It was reported that the aggregate sales of KF 
and its subsidiaries for 1970 amounted to about 
£532 million, an increase o f 16.9% compared with 
1969. The large increase is partly due to the 
inclusion in the turnover of the new regional 
warehouse for Greater Stockholm, the Warby 
brewery and certain soft drink plants previously 
owned by individual cooperative societies.

AGRICULTURAL SECRETARY

Dr. Luigi Enrico Marsullo, formerly a lecturer 
in economics and agrarian economics and policy 
at the University of Bari, Italy, has been appointed 
Agricultural Secretary of the ICA and has taken 
up his duties in London on the 12th July, 1971.

REGIONAL DIRECTOR VISITS FOLK 
SCHOOL

During his recent visit to the Philippines, the 
ICA Regional Director for South-East Asia, Mr. 
P. E. Weeraman, paid a visit to some cooperatives 
in the Negros island of the Philippines. Among 
the prominent cooperators he met were Monseig- 
neur Antonio Y. Fortich, D .D ., Bishop of Bacolod, 
Col. Arcadio S. Lozada, Chief of Police, Bacolod
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(t to  r) S ister Leontina Castillo, S is ter Gregoria Vill- 
arosa, and M r. Weeraman at the N ord-P  School 

premises.

City, Sister Leontina CastilFo, Principal of La 
Consolacion College, and Sister Gregoria Villarosa 
who is in charge o f the Nord-F Folk School.

REGIONAL DIRECTOR INAUGURATES 
AUDIT COURSE AT INDORE COLLEGE

Mr. P. E. Weeraman, ICA Regional Director 
for South-East Asia, inaugurated on 17th July 1971 
the 17th General Basic Course and 5th Special 
Course in Cooperative Audit of the Cooperative 
Training College, Indore. The inaugural function 
was presided over by Mr. B. S. M andloi, Chair
man, Indore Premier Cooperative Bank.

Addressing the trainees, Mr. Weeraman said 
“Both governmental and non-governmental pro
fessional workers in the cooperative movement 
have a sacred duty o f being true guides, philoso
phers and friends to the cooperators................ You
must be their honest mentors even though you 
may have to pay the price for it. You have to 
make sacrifices for the Movement and be ready 
to make them. This you will do only if you are 
yourselves so enamoured of the Movement that 
you will be prepared to make any sacrifice to 
preserve the character and the integrity o f the 
movement” .

REGIONAL DIRECTOR VISITS INDORE  
PROJECT

Mr. P. E. Weeraman, ICA Regional Director 
for South-East Asia. Mr. J. M. Rana, Director 
(Education), ICA Regional Office & Education 
Centre for South-East Asia, visited ICA/NCUI 
Education Project at Indore in July 1971.
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The Cooperative Education Field Project run by 
the ICA Regional Office & Education Centre in 
collaboration with the National Cooperative 

Union o f  India.

A trainining class being addressed by the Project 
Officer. M r. V.N. Paiidya. The president o f  the local 
cooperative district banlc, the Regional Director and 
the Director ( Education) o f  the ICA Regional Office 
Jor South-East Asia are on his right in that order.

The head o f  the local panchayat at Barlai welcoming 
the guests on Ju ly  16, 1971.

IN T E R N A T IO N A L  COO PERATIVE SEM IN A R S

The Swedish Cooperative Centre held its 12th 
International Cooperative Seminar for participants 
from South-East Asia from the 3rd May to 20th 
June, 1970. The Seminar was attend by students 
from India, Malaysia and the Philippines and a 
special guest from Tanzania. Studies included 
agricultural cooperative credit, agricultural coope
rative marketing, cooperative education and 
financial planning. The Seminar was preceded by 
a one week orientation seminar in New Delhi, 
India. At the completion o f the seminar, the 
students visited Denmark and the Cooperative 
College at Standford Hall, U.K. On their visit to 
London, the students met Dr. S. K. Saxena, Direc
tor, International Cooperative Alliance.

see CO O PERATIVE SEM INAR

The Swedish Cooperative Centre in close colla
boration with the Swedish International Develop
ment Authority (SIDA) held its 13th Inter
national Cooperative Seminar from 17th August 
to 19th October, 1971. The participants were selec
ted from a number of national seminars organized 
by the ICA office in Moshi, within its region. In 
all 25 cooperative educators were given training 
in practical and job oriented subjects. Six parti
cipants came from Kenya, nine from Tanzania, 
eight from Uganda, and two from Zambia. In 
addition four Swedish participants also attended 
the seminar.

RANA VISITS BOM BAY DOCK W ORKERS 
CO O PER A TIV E

Mr. J. M. Rana, Director (Education), ICA 
Regional Office and Education Centre, recently 
visited the Bombay Dock Workers’ Cooperative 
Credit Society and observed various activities that 
are carried out by the society. This society is

The Regional Director addressing a M eeting at 
Rangwasa Cooperative Socity rear Indore.

the M r. Rana at a consumer store run by the Bombay Dock 
W orkers Cooperative.
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A housing project o f  the Bombay Dock W orkers Co
operative in Bombay.

engaged not only in supply of ciedit but also in 
supply o f consumer goods and house building for 
its members.

DAIRY ADVISORY TEAM VISITS REGIONAL 
OFFICE

The Operation Flood Development Advisory 
Team to India headed by Mr. R.H. Bonde, visited 
recently the ICA Regional Office & Education 
Centre and had discussions with the Regional 
Director and other officers of the Regional Office.

The Team is visiting India in connection with the 
Indian National Dairy Development Boards pro
posed project “Op:ration Flood” which is design
ed to improve milk producers returns by creating 
a “ flood” o f rurally produced milk in the four 
major cities o f India, namely, Bombay, Calcutta, 
Delhi and Madras, through improved dairy 
practices.

ICFTU/ILO ASIAN SEMINAR ON TRADE  
UNION EDUCATION ADMINISTRATION

The International Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions Asian Trade Union College held a Seminar 
on Trade Union Education Administration in 
collaboration with the International Labour Office 
from July 26 to September 23, 1971. The first 
phase of the Seminar was held at the Asian Trade 
Union College, New Delhi. The second phase 
conducted in Europe included among other pro
grammes a three-day seminar at the ILO Head
quarters in Geneva and study visits in West 
Germany, Norway and Sweden.

COURSE FOR LADY INSTRUCTORS

The All-India Cooperative Educational Instruc
tors Training Centre o f the National Cooperative 
Union of India organised ja Refresher-cum-Orien- 
tation Course for Lady Cooperative Instructors 
from various states in India. The Course was 
held from October 1st to October 15th 1971. On 
October 12, the participants visited the ICA Offices 
in New Delhi where they had interesting discus
sions on Women and Cooperatives and saw film 
on the Swedish “ Test Kitchen” .

IC A  Publications

Mimeographed and bound reports. Price per copy Rs. 2.50 

C ooperative E m p loyee  T ra in in g  

ICA F e llo w sh ip  P rogra m m e.

O rg a n isa tio n  and  F u n ction in g  o f  C ooperative U n io n s in  S.E. A sia. 

D evelop m en t o f  H ou sin g  C ooperatives in  S.E. A sia.

D is tr ib u tio n  o f  g o od s th rou gh  C on su m er C oop eratives in  Japan. R s. 10.00.

Please mail orders to the ICA Regional Office, 43 Friends Colony, New Delhi-14.
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Technical Assistance & Coop Trade

ICA ASSISTANCE TO AGRICULTURAL 
COOPERATIVE COLLEGE LIBRARY, SEOUL 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA

On the basis of a request received earlier from 
the NACF in the Republic of Korea the ICA 
decided to assist the Library through purchase of 
books and by providing furniture and fixtures The 
Cooperative Development Committee then sanc
tioned US $ 3,775/- for the Purchase of equipment 
and books. As the College was in a position to 
use books in Japanese we had requested the Central 
Union of Agricultural Cooperatives, Japan, to 
donate books on agriculture economics and co
operation to the College. The Central Union very 
kindly donated about 100 books to this Library. 
In addition, a number of books in English were

purchased and sent by the Regional Office to the 
College Library as also a set of books published 
by the Regional Office. Some books are yet to 
be sent from New Delhi as well as from London.

The College had made very good use of the 
assistance given by the ICA. The building earlier 
earmarked for the Library has been renovated and 
a full-time Librarian has been appointed by the 
College. The library has been reorganised in a 
systematic manner as can be seen from the accom
panying photographs. The President o f the 
National Agricultural Cooperative Federation 
(NACF), Dr. Bong Kyun Suh who visited the 
College library during April this y e a r  was very 
pleased with the arrangements made for the library 
and has since approved the construction of a new 
building for the Library.

Pictures Show the Various fac ilities  existing  
at the Cooperative Library of the A gricu ltu ra l 
Cooperative C ollege, Seoul, Republic of 
Korea.

3 2 , IC A  R E G IO N A L  B U L L E T IN



SURVEY OF CO O PERATIVE AG RICULTURAL  

M ARKETING PR O JE C T S IN  SO U TH -EA ST  

A SIA —PART II

The second part of the Survey was undertaken 
during September-October 1971 for identifying the 
areas for the development of agricultural market
ing projects in Ceylon and the Republic of Korea. 
Iran has requested postponement of the Survey 
till 1972.

The Regional Office has appointed the following 
study Team for the second part o f the Survey :

1. Leader of the 
Study Team

Mr. M.V. Madane,
Joint Director (TA & T) 
ICA Regional Office, 
New Delhi.

2. Member Mr. Russell Holyoak
Export Manager,
Murray Goulburn Cooperative, 
Melbourne (Victoria),
Australia.

3. Member Mr. Yong Jin Kim
Research Department 
National Agricultural Coop. 
Marketing Federation, Seoul 
(Republic of Korea)

The Study Team Visited Ceylon and the Re
public of Korea between September 19 and October
17, 1971. During these visits, the Study Team exa
mined the cooperative marketing projects earlier 
submitted by the member-movements in these 
countries to the ICA. Projects in Ceylon relate 
to the marketing of vegetables and, to some extent, 
fruits. The Korean projects deal with fruit 
marketing.
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1. Membership of a cooperative society should be voluntary and available 
without artificial restriction or any social, political, racial or religious discrimi
nation, to all persons who can make use of its services and are willing to accept 
the responsibilities of membership.

2. Cooperative societies are democratic organisations. Their affairs should be 
administered by persons elected or appointed in a manner agreed by the members 
and accountable to them. Members of primary societies should enjoy equal 
rights of voting (one member, one vote) and participation in decisions affecting 
their societies. In other than primary societies the administration should be 
conducted on a democratic basis in a suitable form,

3. Share capital should only receive a strictly limited rate of interest, if any.

4. The economic results arising out of the operations of the society belong to 
the members of that society and should be distributed in such a manner as 
would avoid one member gaining at the expense of others.

This may be done by decision of the members as follows ;—

(a) By provision for development of the business of the Cooperative;

(b) By provision of common services; or,

(c) By distribution among the members in proportion to their transac
tions with the Society.

5. All cooperative societies should make provision for the education of 
members, officers, and employees and of the general public, in the principles and 
techniques o f Cooperation, both economic and democratic.

6. All cooperative organisations, in order to best serve the interests of their 
members and communities should actively cooperate in every practical way with 
other cooperatives at local, national and international levels.
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ICA P u b lica tion s
Professor D. G. Karve Commemoration Volume. Rs 50 00. (A rebate of Rs 20 

allowed until 31st of December 1971).

A Study of Personnel Management in Selected Cooperative Super Markets in India.
Rs. 12 00 (rebate of Rs. 3 allowed),

A Model Cooperative Societies Law. Rs. 3.00.

The Role of Cooporatives in Agricultural Development. Rs. 5.00.

Farming Guidance Activities of Agricultural Cooperatives. Rs. 10.00.

State and Cooperative Development. Rs. 20 00.

Cooperative Education—Progress or Perish. Rs. 3.00.

Education for Agricultural Cooperatives in South-East Asia. Rs. 3.00.

Cooperative Education—Report of the ICA/UNESCO/NCUI Conference. Rs. 7.50.

ICA in South-East Asia—the first decade. Rs. 12.00

Agricultural Cooperative Credit in South-East Asia. Rs. 20.00

Directory of Cooperative Trade in South-East Asia. Rs. 20.00 per set.

Manual for Study Circle Leaders. Rs. 5.00.

A Handbook of Techniques of Teaching and Teaching Aids for Cooperative 
Educational Instructors. Rs. 2.50.

A Handbook of Communication and the Cooperative Teacher. Rs. 2.50

Shop Planning and Management. Rs. 10.00.

Annotated Bibliography of Literature on Cooperative Movement in South-East Asia, 
and Documentation Bulletin for South-East Asia. Annual subscription Rs. 7.50 each.

T erm s : In India publications are supplied per VPP. Payments if received in advance 
will mean free postage. Cooperative training Centres are allowed a rebate of 25% on
all publications. Payment should be sent by MO or Bank Draft.

For further details, please contact:
The Publications Section

IN T E R N A T IO N A L  C O O PE R A TIV E ALLIANCE
REG IO N A L O FFIC E & ED U C A T IO N  CENTRE FO R  SOUTH-EAST ASIA 

43, FR IE N D S’ COLONY, NEW DELHI-14I - C - B
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HOUSING COOPERATIVES IN MALAYSIA

Mr. N. A. Kularajah, President of the Coopera
tive Union of Malaysia, in his foreword to the 
book writes “ This is an exceptionally interesting 
and informative book written by an eminent 
cooperator....... ”

H I b v  h o u s in g  ■
A W  CO-OPERATIVES M  

IN MALAYSIA

The book can be ordered from the Malaysian 
Cooperative Printing Press Society Limited, 120 
Jalan Semangat, P. Jaya, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

CEYLO N A G R IC U L TU R E — A PER SPEC TIV E

A book entitled “ Ceylon Agriculture—A Pers
pective” by Dr. P. C. Bansil, Joint Director, Agri

cultural Prices Commission (Department of 
Agriculture), Government of India, has been 
published by Dhanpat Rai & Sons, 1683 Nai 
Sarak, Delhi-6.

Dr. P. S. N. Prasad, Director, UN/Asian  
Institute for Economic Development and Planning, 
has written the foreword to the book. In his fore
word Mr. Prasad says “The author deserves to be 
congratulated for having produced a compendious 
and informative study on a most difficult subject. 
He has succeeded in vividly highlighting the Ceylon 
agriculture which has many peculiarities of its own 
in the shape of an export-oriented economy and a 
highly subsidised agriculture with free food 
rations. He has put in some very careful and 
methodical work in collecting together information 
from various sources and putting it together so as 
to get meaningful results.” The book is priced at 
Rs. 50/-.

H A N D B O O K  O N  C O M M U N IC A T IO N

“ A Handbook on Communication and the 
Cooperative Teacher” has recently been prepared 
by the Assistant, Publications, Mr. Daman 
Prakash, for the lecturers working at the coope
rative training centres in India. Coopies can be 
had from the ICA Regional Office & Education 
Centre, New Delhi, and the price per copy is 
Rs. 2.50.

His earlier “ Handbook on Techniques of 
Tt aching and Teaching Aids for Cooperative 
Educational Instructors” working under the co
operative member education programme is also 
available with the ICA Regional Office at the rate 
of Rs. 2.50 a copy.

ICA Publications can be had directly from the ICA Regional Office & 
Education Centre for South-East Asia, 43 Friends Colony, New Delhi-14 
an the basis of firm orders.

In India publications are supplied only per V.P.P.
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This latest publication of the International Cooperative 
Alliance, Regional Office for South-East Asia, contains 
papers presented at the Experts’ Conference on “The 
Role of Government in Cooperative Development” , and 
its report.

Published through the Allied Publishers Private Limited. 

Price : Indian Rs. 20.00, postage inclusive.
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