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We would have mistaken the casket fcr the gem if
we were to perpetuate an arrangement whereby the
initiative and the democratic character of the coopera-

tive movement would be impaired.

—Dr. Mauritz Bonow
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Dr. Mauritz Doitoir Retires

Dr. Karl Daniel Mauritz Bonow retired from
the Presidency of the Internationa! Cooperative
Alliance at the Central Committee Meeting held in
October 1975 in Stockholm after holding the post
with distinction for 15 years. Dr. Bonow held the
post of the President from 1960 to 1975. Dr. Bonow
announced his retirement earlier in February 1975
at the Executive Committee Meeting of the Inter-
national Cooperative Alliance held in Tokyo and
formally retired at the Central Committee Meeting
at Stockholm. The speech made by Dr. Bonow to
the Central Committee on 23rd October 1975 has
been reproduced from page 16.

Dr. Bonow was very closely associated with the
activities of the ICA Regional Office and Education
Centre for South-East Asia during his term of
Presidency. It was during the first year of his
tenure as President the ICA Regional Office and
Education Centre for South-East Asia was
established.

Dr. Bonow was present at the inauguration of
the Regional Office and Education Centre by
Jawaharlal Nehru, the then Prime Minister of India
on the 14th November 1960, and attended the
Regional Seminar, on *“Cooperative, LeadershiE i
South-East Asfa” which marked the begl'nnl‘ng 0
its work. Dr. Bonow has visited the Region several
times since the inauguration of the Regional Office
and his advice and guidance were always available
to it.
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The following pictures show Dr. Bonow’s

participation in some of the ICA’s activities
Region.

in the



Dr. Bonow receiving Shri Jawaharlal
Nehru, then Prime Minister of India,
at the inauguration of the Regional
Seminar on “Cooperative Leadership
in South-East Asia” in November
1960 which marked the beginning of
the activities of the ICA Regional
Office in South-East Asia.

Dr and Mrs Bonow with Dr S. K. Saxena, Director, ICA and Mr P. E. Weeraman, ICA Regional Director for S-E Asia
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Dr Bonow addressing the Conference of Ministers of Cooperation on “The Role of Cooperation in Social and Economic
Development” held in Tokyo in April 1964. Others in the picture are (1-r) Shrimati Indira Gandhi, the Prime Minister

of India, Mr W. G. Alexander, then Director of the ICA, Dr S. K. Saxena, present Director of ICA, and Mr Marian
Radetzki, then Director of ICA Education Centre.

Dr Bonow participated in the International Conference on Cooperative Education held at New Delhi in February 1968.
(1-r) Mr Lionel Gunawardana, Joint Director, Publications and Public Relations, Mr AIf Carlsson, then Director of

ICA Education Centre, Mr W. G. Alexander, Dr M. Bonow, Dr S. K. Saxena and Mr Bertil Tronet, then Financial
Director of KF.
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Another view of the International Conference on Cooperative Education. (1-r) Mr J. M. Rana, Director (Education),
Mr Alf Carlsson, Mr W. G. Alexander and Dr Bonow. On the right are some participants to the Conference.

The inauguration of the ICA Regional Office building at 43 Friends’ Colony, New Delhi, by Dr M. Bonow on I6th
February 1968. Mr W. G. Alexander is seen speaking. Seated (1-r) Dr S. K. Saxena, Dr M. Bonow, Mr Jagjivan-Ram,
Minister of Agriculture. Government of India, Mr Brahm Perkash, then General Secretary of the NCUI, Mr M. S.
Gurupadaswamy, then Minister of State in the Ministry of Agriculture and Mr Alf Carlsson.
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Dr Bonow cutting the inaugural tape.

Dr Bonow presiding over the Executive Committee meeting held in New Delhi, in February 1971, for the first time in Asia.
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Dr Bonow speaking at the 10th Anniversary celebration of the ICA Regional Office & Education Centre for S-E Asia in
February 1971. (1-r) Mr N. A. Kularajah, present Chairman of TCA Council for South-East Asia, Dr D. R. Gadgil,
then Vice-Chairman, Indian Planning Commission, Mr B. Venkatappiah, then Chairman of the ICA Advisory Council

for South-East Asia and Dr M. Bonow.

Dr Mauritz Bonow, President of the ICA with Mr Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, President of India.
Others in the picture are : (1 to r) Mr R. G. Tiwari, President of the NCUI,
Dr S. K. Saxena, Director of the ICA, and Mr P. E. Weeraman, ICA Regional Director for South-East Asia.
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Dr Bon )w addressing the meeting of the ICA Sub-Committee for Agriculture and Trade for S-E Asia
held in New Delhi in February 1971.

A warm send off to the Bonows at Delhi Airport.



M1'lt. Kerinec elected MCA President

The Central Committee wunanimously elected
Mr. Roger Kerinec, President of the Federation
Nationale des Cooperatives de Consommateurs of
France as President of the ICA to succeed Dr.
Mauritz Bonow. Mr. Kerinec, who joined the
cooperative movement in 1946, has taken an active
part in international cooperative affairs for a great
number of years. He participated in the “Com-
missions of Inquiry” which considered the appli-
cation for membership to the ICA of cooperatives
in Poland and Hungary, and he took part in the
preparation of the Report on “Contemporary Co-
operative Democracy” which was submitted to the
ICA Congress in Hamburg in 1969. Mr. Kerinec
is President of several French Cooperative enter-
prises and he is a Director of the “Cooperateur de
France”.

Thanking the Central Committee members on
his election Mr. Kerinec said “ I should like first to
thank you for your unanimous vote, which parti-
cularly touched me. It seems to me that this un-
animity is particularly fitting in an organisation
such as ours which has no real power over its com-
ponent parts, but which is trying constantly to
increase contacts between all the cooperatives of
the world in order to create the appropriate condi-
tions for common action.

Mr R. Kerinec

This collaboration will allow us more and more
to understand that the material force of cooperative
ideas presents an irreplaceable means, which is
already considerable, of pleading the cause of the
people in general.

I thank you very much for your confidence in
my ability to act as your President. | think that
I owe this honour partly to the experience which
| have managed to acquire during 30 years of co-
operative life in the international field and also the
friendships which | have formed with many of you
in the years since the beginning of the ICA, and
also in dealing with French cooperators such as
De Boyne, Charles Gide, Albert Thomas, George
Fouquet, Ernest Poisson and Marcel Brot.
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I shall try not to replace Mauritz Bonow, but to
succeed him and to follow his example.”

Vr. P. Soiland elected
Vice-President of the ICA

Mr. P. Soiland. President, N.K.L., Norway, was
unanimously elected Vice-President of the Inter-
national Cooperative Alliance by the Central Com-

Mr P. Soiland

mittee on the vacancy caused by the election of

Mr. Kerinec as President.

Wr_ Nils Tlietlin

Mr. N. Thedin, Vice-President of the Koope-
rativa Forbundet, Sweden was elected as a Member
of the Executive Committee for the vacancy caused

Mr Nils Thedin (right) with Mr P. E. Weeraman,
ICA Regional Director for S-E Asia

through the retirement of Dr. Mauritz Bonow.

Mr. Thedin, a senior cooperator from Sweden is
also the Chairman of the Swedish Coop Centre. m
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Glotving Tributes to Dr M. Bonow

... by ICA Central Committee

The Central Committee paid glowing tributes to
the services rendered by Dr Bonow for the coope-
rative cause. In recognition of the great work done
by Dr. Bonow for the cause of cooperation the
Central Committee decided to name the building of
the ICA Regional Office and Education Centre in
New Delhi “Mauritz Bonow House” and it further
decided to establish a study grant fund which will
assist the promotion of cooperation in developing
countries.

...by ICA%S New President
-.Wr. IF.Kerinec

Mr. R. Kerinec of France, who was elected the

new President of the International Cooperative
Alliance paying tributes to Dr. Bonow in his
inauguration speech said”.

“....Mauritz Bonow, who today leaves the

Presidency, has marked with his talent a whole era
of our common history. All his life he has been a
great friend of cooperation, and he was in fact the
son of very active members of the Cooperative
Movement. In 1930 he went to KF. During his
long career, he has played a pioneer role in areas as
different as publishing, organisation, the introduc-
tion of efficient cooperative structures, consumer
protection law and help to developing countries.

Those of us who were at the ICA Congress in
Stockholm in 1957 will remember the campaign to
make Swedish public opinion more sensitive to the
theme of a world without frontiers which was to be
the basis of the Education Centre in New Delhi
and the Regional Offices of the ICA.

On the international plane, Mauritz Bonow was
at his first Congress in 1937, and he was the young-
est of the Swedish members. He has been a mem-
ber of the Central Committee since the end of the
Second Worid War, and he began his career as
President by presenting a very important report on
the necessity for the adaptation of the Cooperative
Movement to the evolving political and economic
situation. In opening the present session of the
Central Committee, he returned to this theme,
which surely will be a constant preoccupation of
our movement.

It is clear that he has been fervently welcomed
in all countries in his expression of this theme, but
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it is necessary to recognise that not all cooperative
movements realise that we have to move quickly
and to understand that ali cooperative movements
and al! cooperatives have to carry out a review of
the situation in order to understand the importance
and urgency of reform.

I think it can be said that those who have made
the most progress in the last 15 years are those who
have applied to the fullest extent the Lausanne
resolutions initiated by Mauritz Bonow. It was
with that very important report that he initiated
his career as President of the ICA.

But in order to appreciate fully what he has
done for the ICA, we must try to remember the
essential characteristics of the international situa-

tion in 1960 and its development in the 15 years
since then. In 1960 we were still in the middle of
the ‘cold war’, and two years later the world was

on the brink of war with the Cuba incident.  Since
then, happily, we have entered an era of peaceful
coexistence, with many bilateral agreements bet-
ween the Powers and recently the Helsinki
Agreement.

This does not mean that we have not been
threatened by very serious crises in the last few
years. The Alliance could not completely escape
from the consequences of these crises, but it has
retained its unity and has held its meetings in a
friendly atmosphere, and we have cooperated well
together.

This friendliness within the Alliance and its
work is surely a testimony to the role of Mauritz
Bonow, who has guided our organisation through
this difficult period. This is a tribute to his
knowledge, his expertise, his behaviour and the
character of the man himself. It is also a tribute
to the great movement which backed him up in
what he did. And here | should like to take the
opportunity to express our thanks to our Swedish
friends. For many years they have given an
example of efficiency, democracy and progressive-
ness in their movement, and we all of us owe them
gratitude and admiration.

We owe gratitude to Mauritz Bonow for having
directed the ICA in three ways.

First of all, the effectiveness of our meetings,
thanks to the choice of themes and the fact that
those themes were closely linked with our most
important activities. We must recall that in the
Congress we have successively studied international
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cooperative trade, economic integration and coope-
rative development, present-day cooperative demo-
cracy, multinationals, and the financial needs and
management problems of our movement. All these
subjects are of great importance to the world
Cooperative Movement.

Then there is the improvement and extension of
the work of our Auxiliary Committees. The specia-
lists of our movement who are aware of present-day
problems have taken part in these Auxiliary Com-
mittees and have been encouraged to do so. All
these studies have been aimed at applying the most
modern techniques in our efforts.

Then we would like to thank our President for
all that he has done to help the developing coun-
tries. This is a matter which is especially impor-
tant for the future of the Alliance. Living in a
country which has a high standard of living,
Mauritz Bonow was profoundly impressed by his
first visit to South-East Asia, and after he came
back he decided to make every effort to secure the
help of the Swedish people and cooperators and of
the whole of the ICA to try to struggle against the
injustices and poverty from which the people in the
developing countries suffered. The setting up of
the ICA Regional Offices is the concrete witness to
this policy of aid to the Third World, and we know
how much the Swedish Cooperative Movement has
done and is doing in ensuring the efficient func-
tioning of those Regional Offices. = These Regional
Offices have enabled ICA members to develop
policies for their own regions.

We also owe it to our President that we have
influenced public opinion far more, thanks to the
multiplication of our contacts with international
governmental and non-governmental agencies whose
principal aim was the coordination, within the
framework of aid to developing countries, of the
policies applied by the different organisations. This
policy has resulted by the carrying of various resolu-
tions in the UN, ECOSOC and the ILO recognising
the particular contribution that can be made by
cooperative movements.

This brief outline shows what a great contribu-
tion has been made by Mauritz Bonow. He was
not content with merely being President of the ICA.
He has given a great deal of his time for many
years to the ICA. He has always been a very
accessible President. He has travelled a great deal
in order to obtain an understanding of the problems
to be solved. He has meticulously prepared for all
the meetings at which he had to preside. His many
speeches have always been of a high quality and he

has always shown that he has a considerable
amount of learning but also a great sense of
humour. His great knowledge of languages, in-

cluding French, which he says he does not speak,
has enabled him to make direct contacts and dispel
misunderstandings.

He has done a very great deal to increase under-
standing between countries having different political
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systems. This has not prevented him from having
the courage of his own opinions and expressing
them clearly, but he was always tolerant of the
other man’s point of view.

Therefore, | think we can be very happy with
the choice that we made in Lausanne in 1960, He
leaves us as President today, but he can be sure of
the esteem in which all of us hold him and which I
am happy to express.

We thank you, my dear President, for all that

you have done for us.

My colleagues on the Executive Committee
would like to say how grateful they are to you. |
am speaking in their name and | think in the name
of all the members of the Central Committee when
I suggest that two decisions should be taken, these

decisions to mark your leaving the Presidency of
the ICA.

These two decisions have as their object to be a
tribute to the work which has been the most close
to your heart, namely, work for the developing
countries—and you have just written a book
“International Cooperation for Self-Reliance—
Some Swedish Experiences.”

The first suggestion is to give the building for
the ICA Regional Office and Education Centre in
New Delhi your name—it will be the Mauritz
Bonow House.

The second suggestion deals with the setting up
of study grants for the Third World in order to
develop cooperation in those areas.

The members of the Executive Committee have
unanimously agreed to the first suggestion. As to
the second suggestion, although the idea was un-
animously accepted, there were different ideas as to
how it should be implemented. Several movements
have expressed their willingness to finance such
study grants—Sweden, Finland, Norway, Canada,
Switzerland, America, United Kingdom, Belgium,
Czechoslovakia, Austria, Kenya, Japan and France,

and | know that many others are studying the
matter.

I am sure that all cooperative movements which
are able to help in this work of aiding the Third
World will respond to the appeal that Mauritz
Bonow made in his opening speech at this session
of the Central Committee.”

... by the Director of the ICA
and the Head Office staff

Taking opportunity of the visit of Dr. Bonow to
London in May, 1975 a function was arranged to
bid farewell to the Bonows by the Head Office.
Dr. S. K. Saxena, Director of the Alliance in his
speech said
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“In Tokyo you declared at the Executive Com-
mittee Meeting that you will retire on the occasion
of the Central Committee meeting in Stockholm in
October this year. It, therefore, seems that this is
probably the last time that you will visit the ICA
house in London as our President. And for this
reason as a mark of our respect, affection and
gratitude for you and your outstanding contribu-
tion to the ICA, we have arranged this small and
very modest party so that my colleagues may have
a chance of saying farewell to you. Some of us
will no doubt meet you again in Stockholm later in
the year.

It is not for me really to summarise the great
qualities of head and heart which you have brought
to bear on your long and distinguished occupation
of the Presidency of the ICA. Your colleagues in
the Executive or your successor would do this
in Stockholm. But | think it would be wholly in-
appropriate if I did not express, on behalf of all
of us, ourown view and feelings about what you
have meant to us and to the ICA.

I think when the pages of ICA’s contemporary
history come to be written, they will recall specially
a number of aspects of your leadership which | now
propose to mention.

I think most importantly, your period as Presi-
dent of the ICA has been characterised by the in-
creased sense of unity among the members of the
ICA. We know the complexity and the variety of
our member-organisations and of the relationship
between them. We are not insulated from inter-
national political tensions, and when the political
winds have grown colder the ICA has shivered.
But may | say Mr. President that your personal
contribution to increased understanding between
member-organisations has been absolutely funda-
mental to the unity we see today within our ranks.
We know now that there have been occasions when
the threat for disruption was real but your almost
superhuman efforts have not allowed such centri-
fugal tendencies to take place.

Your patience, understanding and unfailing
courtesy have proved more than a match for those
who would have liked political tensions to rip
apart the oneness of.the ICA. This unity has given
us the strength which, unfortunately, is denied to
many other international organisations today.

But this, shall I say, “diplomatic” skill in the
best sense of the word would not have been enough
if it had not been accompanied by the dedication
and knowledge you have to and of the cooperative
movement. | think it is enirely fair to say that
some of the major debates and basic questions
which are discussed today originated in your speeches
at the Executive Committee or the Central Com-
mittee or the Congress. | should cite two examples.
Your paper to the 21st Congress in 1960 in
Lausanne on “Co-operation in a Changing World —
A Survey of Objectives and Methods with Special
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reference to the Western Cooperative Movement”
brought, as it were, a new awareness among the
cooperative movements of the contemporary
challenges which confront the cooperative move-
ment today. And if one looks around the coopera-
tive movement today—with all their problems—one
cannot deny that you had foreseen many years ago
the imperatives of the cooperative movement if
they were to survive in the present contemporary
world. One can see a clear link between your
paper of 1960, the 1966 Vienna Congress and the
debate on integration, leading finally to the dis-
cussion on Contemporary Cooperative Democracy
in 1969 in Hamburg.

Another example is that of the emergence of
multi-nationals and the countervailing power of
the Cooperatives, which we started discussing at
the Warsaw Congress, which then led on to a dis-
cussion at the Central Committee. In Vienna the
discussion was carried forward and, finally, we have
now set up the Working Party on Collaboration
between Cooperatives.

You have, if | may say so, truly grasped the broad
correlations between some of the global problems
and the response of the Cooperative movements.
And all this has often been achieved not exactly
against opposition, but despite the conservatism
which can be the bane of any social and economic

movements. And, therefore, the world coopera-
tive movement will be grateful to you for your
vision and for identifying the challenges which

would not have been apparent to a less perceptive
cooperator.

You have been a working President and this has
not been easy for us. Please do not misunder-
stand. You have, | mean, not been only a cere-
monial President, although you have discharged
that function of the Presidency with grace and
charm-many of us recall some of your after-dinner
speeches so full of telling jokes. But what | meaa
is that it has not at all been easy to go to you for
discussions .without the fullest preparations. You
have always done, please forgive the patronising
language, your homework and many of us have
always found that you have come more prepared
that we were-often, | am willing to say, to our
embarrassment.

But Mr. President, perhaps we will remember
you most by the passion you have shown in ICA's
work for the developing countries, your almost
emotional involvement in this field. You have
been an arch enemy of injustice and inequality in
the world and the two Regional Offices in Africa
and Asia are a glowing testimony to your work in
that field. It is not easy for an individual to
mould public opinion and government policy in
favour of a particular attitude. Itis very well-
known that your work in this field in your own
country Sweden can only be described as remark-
able. If Sweden within the ICA and outside is
repeatedly mentioned when cooperative technical
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assistance is being discussed, there are very valid
reasons for this. The pattern of relationship
between the SCC and SIDA, the practice of raising
funds from members are two of your most impor-
tant innovations in the field of technical assistance.
Your powerful advocacy of these approaches has
already led to results at least in Canada and
Japan, outside the Scandinavian region.

For us all in the Secretariat, Mr. President, you
have meant much as our leader, as a guide and as
a friend. Even the smallest problem you have
listened to with sympathy and | know how con-
sistently you have pleaded the cause of the Sec-
retariat in the Authorities of the ICA against the
smallness of our resources, manpower, wages and
so on.

I think, Mr. President, when we reflect objec-
tively on the international cooperative scene when
you assumed the reins of office and now when you
lay down your tools from active office, we find im-
portant and significant changes in the ICA—an or-
ganisation which now is sensitive to world problems
and which is truly respected, not the least by the
United Nations, as a world organisation of repute
and concern. And this change, Mr. President,
measures the impact of your leadership.

We wish you and Mrs. Bonow a
pleasant retirement.

long and very

As a small token of our affection and gratitude
to you, Mr. President, may | present to you on
behalf of all of us a small gift.”

-.- by the ICA Iteyional
Director for S-E Asia and
the Iteyional Office staff

The staff of the Regional Office and Education
Centre for South-East Asia gave a warm farewell to
Dr. Bonow on 6th March 1975. Taking the oppor-
tunity of Dr. & Mrs. Bonows’ visit to Delhi on their
way back from Tokyo after attending the Executive
Meeting held there the staff of the ICA Regional
Office held a function to bid farewell to the Bonows.
Mr. P. E. Weeraman, Regional Director for South-
East Asia, in his speech on the occasion said
“usually we believe that it is better late than
never. But today we are giving this farewell
because it is better to be too early than never.
Dr. Bonow is retiring from the ICA Presidency only
in October this year. But as he may not come to
our Regional Office before that we are taking this
opportunity of his presence here with us today to
bid him farewell. Well “bono” in Latin means
“good”, (But it has no ‘w’—interjected Dr. Bonow
good humouredly). We who are used to spell
words phonetically would like it that way.

Perhaps, among those present here | have known

Dr. Bonow longest. I remember his coming to
Sri Lanka in 1957 (Dr. Bonow said “no 1958”)
14

with Marcel Brot, then President of the ICA and
Miss Polley, then General Secretary. Dr. Bonow
was Vice-President at that time. Then | met him
in 1960 when | came from Sri Lanka to attend the
opening of the Regional Office and the first Seminar.
Ever since, | have been most inspired by
Dr. Bonow’s firm adherence to Cooperative Princi-

ples. | have drawn inspiration from many coope-
rative leaders. The first of them was my first
Commissioner for Cooperative Development,
Mr. G. de Soysa. (“Yes, he was a very good

cooperator” concurred Dr. Bonow.) If I have to
name among this array of cooperative leaders one
person who outshines everybody else, | would say
that Dr. Bonow shines and shines alone a star. His
words at the celebration of the tenth anniversary of
our Regional Office in New Delhi that “we would
have mistaken the casket for the gem if we were to
perpetuate an arrangement whereby the initiative
and the democratic character of the cooperative
movement would be impaired” will always remain
my guide-lines for cooperative development work.

A deep concern for the Developing Countries
has characterised Dr. Bonow’s leadership—the
developing countries where cooperation is most
needed. The cooperators of Asia all know his deep
concern for the Cooperative Movements of the
Developing Countries.

Dr Bonow addressing the staff members of the
ICA Regional Office

We in the Regional Office are glad that we have
an opportunity of working for the development of
Developing Countries so close to your heart. We
of the Regional Office are also very conscious of
your special concern for the welfaie of those work-
ing in the Regional Office.

We admire you for your efficiency, honour you
for your integrity and love you for your humanity.
(Loud applause).

No man can succeed in life without the assis-
tance of a woman. We know that much of
Dr. Bonow’s success is due to the understanding,
the encouragement and the devotion of Mrs. Bonow.
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(left) Mrs Bonow receiving the gift from Mrs Margaret D’Cruz of the Regional Office,
(right) Mr B. D. Pandey, then President of ICA Staff Club welcoming Dr Mauritz Bonow.

(Loud applause).
retirement.

We wish them a long and happy

I shall now call upon our one and only lady in
the office to present to both of you on our behalf
small tokens of no small affection to help you to
remember the people of Asia who cherish their
memory of a great soul and his ministering angel.
(Loud and prolonged applause).

-.. by the Indian Cooperative

ovement

The Indian Cooperative Movement also took
the opportunity of Dr. & Mrs. Bonows’ visit to
India on their way back from the ICA Central
Committee Meeting in Tokyo to host a farewell
reception in honour of the Bonows and presented a
momento to the Bonows as a mark of respect and
affection from the Indian Cooperators.

Mr. R. G. Tiwari, President of the National
Cooperative Union of India, while attending the
Central Committee Meeting said “Sir, | cannot
conclude unless | express the gratitude of Indian
cooperative workers for the services rendered by
Dr. Bonow to the International Cooperative Move-

ment. It was his sagacity, wisdom and prudence
which was responsible for steering the affairs of the
movement towards its goal and trying for under-
standing among the National Cooperatives of the
World. The cooperative movement has to carry
out its march towards ultimate goal of a society in
which there would be no scope for exploitation and
ensuring socio-economic justice. | am sure his
successor Mr. R. Kerinec would continue his
efforts to that end”.

..-by the ICA Council for
South-East Asia

The Council unanimously adopted the following
resolution at its meeting held in Manila, Philippines
on 7th December 1975. *“In view of Dr. Mauritz
Bonow’s retirement from the Presidentship of the
ICA after a long period of outstanding service to
the World Cooperative Movement, the ICA Council
for South-East Asia places on record its deep
gratitute to Dr. Mauritz Bonow for his inestimable
services to the Cooperative Movement of the South-
East Asian Region, particularly the key role he
played in starting the Regional Office and Education
Centre for South-East Asia and his continuous
and strong support of it. The Council wishes
Dr. Bonow a long and happy retirement.” ]



Long Term Technical Assistance
—Cooperative Achievements and Failures

DR M. BONOW*

Having had the privilege to serve the ICA as
chairman for 15 years, | would with your consent
use this last opportunity to look back, giving some
personal comments on our cooperative achieve-
ments and shortcomings during that period.

When the most urgent tasks of reconstruction
which faced the cooperative movements especially
in Europe had been mastered during the forties
and the fifties, the time was ripe to start contem-
plating within the ICA some major problems ofa
long term character. For the cooperative move-
ments, especially in the Western industrialized
countries, which have to carry on their economic
and other activities in a highly competitive climate,
problems of rationalizing and streamlining the co-
operative commercial functions thus took on new
and very important dimensions. It is against this
background that the leading organs of the ICA
thought it appropriate to devote special attention
at the Congress in Lausanne in 1960 to the struc-
tural reform needs and related problems confron-
ting the various cooperative forms of enterprise,
especially consumers’ and farmers’ cooperation in
the Western industrialized countries. At the same
time the ICA authorities paid great attention to the
increasingly important development problems in
the newly developing parts of the world. The de-
colonization process led to the emergence of a great
number of new politically independent states in
Asia and Africa and as a consequence gradually
improved the pre-requisites for cooperative develop-
ment, especially in the vast agricultural and rural
sectors within these countries.

For these reasons it was quite natural that the
Lausanne Congress would have to deal with two
main themes, firstly, what was called “Cooperation
in a Changing World”, containing a structural
reform programme and secondly, promotion of
Cooperation in the Third World, presented in a
long-term programme for ICA and its member

organisations in respect of technical assistance.

Let me briefly first recall the main recommenda-
tions which were contained in the action program-
me in respect of structural reforms, mainly appli-
cable to Cooperation working in developed
countries. The recommendations aimed on the
national plane at action on several levels. The shop
system was in many countries in great need of re-
structuring. The development from counter-service
to self-service and to ever larger self-service units

* Inaugural Address by Dr. M. Bonow, President of ICA

on the occasion of the Central Committee Meeting in Stock-
holm on 23rd October 1975.
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like supermarkets etc., which had already begun,
needed to be followed up energetically.

At the local society level, the need for amalga-
mating small enterprises with a view to reach,
when appropriate, large regional or district units,
was another task of great urgency in many move-
ments. Furthermore, an increasing awareness of
the necessity of integrating retailing, wholesaling,
and in some cases also production functions within
the cooperative movement became manifest. That
necessity was not least caused by the intense com-
petition from private, national and multi-national
businesses, which had already achieved such partial
integration. In retrospect we can now ask how
this action programme has been implemented in
practice.

I think generally one can ascertain as a fact that
in most movements the shop structure to a great
extent has been changed in accordance with the pro-
gramme in most Western cooperative movements.
The same applies in respect of the amalgamation
process towards regional societies. There have
been, of course, differences in respect of the timing
and the speed in this transformation. Sometimes,
measures have not been carried out in time to meet
the intense private competition, and in such cases
there has been an unfavourable effect on the coope-
rative movement’s share of the retail trade. Struc-
tural rationalization through amalgamation has
also been characterising agricultural marketing
organisations in the Western countries. The trend
towards larger and fewer cooperative units in the
economic field has also been rather marked in order
to increase efficiency and productivity in the coope-
rative movements working in the planned economies
of Eastern Europe, even though the problems of
competing with private trade have not figured in
this context as a motive.

The third recommendation, aiming at integrat-
ion in consumer cooperation retailing, wholesaling
and production functions, has been devoted great
attention in the cooperative debate and in the
preparation of national action programmes. | may
remind you of ICA’s pre-occupation with this
matter at the Congress in Vienna in 1966 and some
Central Committee meetings. Papers presented by
Mr. Korp from Austria dealt with two alternative
methods to achieve increased efficiency through
integration. These were either a federative system
with the closest possible forms for collaboration
and joint action between regional cooperatives and
the wholesale and union, or the establishment
'of one national organisation encompassing all the
functions in respect of retailing, wholesaling and
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own production. We know that this has been
and still is an exceedingly important but very
difficult issue. Apart from the creation of Den-
mark’s Brugsforening (the Danish national coope-
rative organisation) and the effort in Holland which
did not succeed, there is so far only the federal
method to achieve the same aim which is being
tried.

Before leaving the recommendations made by
the Lausanne Congress about structural reforms on
the national plane, we may ask ourselves now, one
and a half decade later, is there reason to be satis-
fied generally. 1 think, if we are truthful, we have
to reply no to such a searching question. Consumer
cooperation in Western Europe has, unfortunately,
by and large not been expanding its share in the
fields of retailing, wholesaling and production in
comparison with private trade, apart from in a few
countries. In some countries the share has dimini-
shed considerably. The general picture is that
the share, with the possible exceptions in Western
Europe of Finland and Iceland, is still rather small.
In respect of other branches of our movement, like
agricultural, housing and insurance, high and often
increased shares of the market have been attained
in several countries both in the West and the East.
The prerequisites for expansion of Cooperation are
of course different in the two socio-economic
systems.

The aim of the scructural reform programme has
been to increase the efficiency of the movement and
thus strengthen its competitive ability to the advan-
tage of the members. In some cases, as was point-
ed out already at the Lausanne Congress in 1960,
legislation, taxation and other external factors in
certain countries may hamper the possibilities for
the cooperative enterprises to compete on equal
terms with privately owned concerns. But we have
also to confess that in not a few cases lack of inter-
nal collaboration and cohesion beside outright
mismanagement of both retailing and wholesaling
functions have led to serious setbacks, diminishing
market shares. The most tragic example is the
collapse of Coop Nederland.

An assessment of achievements and shortcom-
ings in our various countries in respect of the
structural reform programmes, | submit, would
indeed now be timely and ought to take place with-
out further delay.

The problems caused by the trends towards
larger cooperative units in respect of democratic
control and efficient member participation was
dealt with at the ICA Congress in Hamburg, where
two main papers on Contemporary Cooperative
Democracy were presented. We know that diffe-
rent kinds of action have been taken and are being
considered and planned in several of our movements,

Dr M Bonow speaking at the ICA Central Committee meeting held in Stockholm.
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not only within consumer cooperation, but in all the
other branches of the movement as well, for
implementing recommendations about increased
member participation. | think it would now be the
proper time for taking stock of the present situation
with a view to increased future action also in that
field.

Within the framework of its very restricted
financial and personal resources, | think the ICA
has tried to live up to the Lausanne Congress re-
commendations. Though the structural reform pro-
gramme mainly call for action on the national level,
ICA has tried to make its contributions primarily
through its auxilliary committees for special tasks.
This may be illustrated for instance by the work
carried out within Scandinavian Wholesale Society,
N.A.F., and in INTERCOOP, in the field of pro-
moting joint purchasing and increased international
trade between cooperative wholesale societies and
establishment of joint regional and even interna-
tional cooperative production enterprises. It goes
without saying, however, that inspite of the tenden-
cies towards trade liberation within and between
the different common markets and free-trade groups
both in Europe and in other parts of the world,
the progress has been rather slow.

Here again, however, | do not think we should
let our insufficient achievements so far lead us to
apathy. If we really aim at making through our
international cooperative movements some contri-
bution to other actual international efforts to
counteract the serious abuse of power by multi-
national concerns, we need as a basis a
far greater expansion of our own cooperative multi-
national enterprises than has been the case hitherto.
Shortcomings which we have registered in this field
over the decades—and they are indeed very many
should not, and | repeat, again, be a cause for
apathy, but spur us to a more vigorous and well
planned action in the future.

I will now turn to the second set of recommen-
dations adopted at the Lausanne Congress, i.e. the
long-term programme for technical assistance. This
matter will be reported on as far as our up-to-date
actions are concerned, by our Director. | will
therefore confine myself to a few words about
achievements we have attained since 1960 mainly
through the ICA.

in 1960
in Moshi in

We got our first Regional Office started
in New Delhi, and the second one
Tanzania for East and Central Africa in 1968.
ICA is now planning to get a nucleus of a third
Regional Office in West Africa, possibly a bi-lingual
office with English and French as working languages.

In Latin America ICA has collaborated with
the Organization of the Cooperatives of America,
OCA, and also supported technical assistance
projects in certain countries carried out by LATICI.
The Swedish cooperative movement has integrated
most of its own technical assistance activities with
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the work of the ICA, especially through its regional
offices. A small pamphlet written by me, which
the Central Committee delegates have received,
describes more in detail this collaboration Several
of ICA’s member organisations have, besides
donating money to ICA’s own Development Fund
and supporting ICA projects with finances and in
some cases by seconding experts to ICA, contri-
buted in a valuable way to the implementation of
our long-term programme. There is, however, in
the Executive, and | think also within the Central
Committee, no doubt a feeling that the need for
increased action to support cooperative develop-
ment in newly developing countries is now greater
than ever before. We have indeed to do more
ourselves in the future.

Against this background an increased collo-
boration with those UN agencies which are speci-
fically concerned with promoting cooperative deve-
lopment, i.e., the ILO and the FAO, is significant.
In recent years this collaboration has been consi-
derably extended. The ICA has also in close
collaboration with its national member-organi-
saiions concerned, established useful contacts also
with national technical assistance authorities in the
field of cooperative assistance.

The increasing involvement of the ICA is carried
out as a support to UN’s Second Development
Decade in the cooperative field by launching our
own Cooperative Development Decade, a fact which
was recognized by the Secretary-General of UN.
Within the UN family great appreciation has been
expressed of the role which the cooperative move-
ment should play within development programmes
in the third world.

However, quite critical points of view have also
been expressed, especially in a number of field
studies undertaken under the sponsorship of the
UN Research Institute for Social Development
(UNRISD). The main argument used has been
that Cooperation as such is not able to act as an
agent for economic and social change Quite
specifically within the agricultural and rural sectors
of newly developing countries. Cooperation is criti-
cized because it cannot decisively change the unequal
distribution of income and wealth in favour of the
poorest groups, nor solve the problems of landless
and unemployed people in the rural sectors.

On these criticisms it must be said—as the ICA
actually has done quite vigourously—that coope-
ration, on its own, is no panacea for solving all
development problems single handed. To maintain
such an idea would be the same as saying that, for
example, family planning per se or industrialization
per se or any other single development factor as such
would be expected alone to solve all problems. The
cooperative form of enterprise is, however, of great
and growing importance, not as a sole agent for
change, but as a component in coordinated develop-
ment programmes, and especially in integrated
agricultural and rural development programmes.
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Cooperative organisations are important means
to mobilize and motivate human resources for self-
help activities. And as long as no better alterna-
tive has been presented for promoting rural develop-
ment than cooperatives and other farmers’ organi-
sations, these, instruments should be used for that
purpose.

There are all the more strong reasons for trying
to make cooperatives more efficient by assisting in
educating and training people to use such self-help
instruments, as the general situation in respect of
the iesser developed countries for several reasons is
instead of improving, actually deteriorating at
present. The target fixed for the second UN deve-
lopment decade of 0.7% of the GNP in the form of
official development aid will obviously not be
realized, even during the rest of the decade. For
the present the average figure for this assistance
from the developed countries has hardly reached
half that figure, and still worse, it is expected to
decrease as an average during the rest of the decade.
Instead of a growth target of 6% increase of the
GNP in the developing countries as an average,
the present prognosis points to only 1%. This is
indeed a very serious situation.

The population conference in Bucharest and the
world food conference in Rome presented material
making it abundantly clear that food production
is not increasing in the longer perspective at a rate
commensurate with population increase. It is
estimated that at present, one billion people are
suffering from hunger and/or malnutrition. The
global food problem—shortage of both calories and
protein—has come to stay with us for the foresee-
able future. The grim prospects are that technical
and financial assistance will not materialize at all
from the industrialized countries to the minimum
level needed. Nor will this be the case as far as
oil producing countries are concerned which recent-
ly have increased their GNP rapidly and massively.

Against the background briefly indicated, it
seems evident that the poorest among the newly
developing countries will have to rely for their
development efforts in years ahead to a much
greater extent on their own resources than hitherto.
They will also have to try to strengthen their bar-
gaining position in respect of the terms of trade
between their raw materials and other products to
be exported on one hand, and the products they
have to import from the developed countries on the

other. Without a drastic change in international
trade relations in favour of the developing
countries, the deterioration in assistance from the

better-off countries is bound to have some extremely
serious effects on the world economy. We do indeed
need what has been called a new economic world
order.

The Dag Hammarskjold Foundation has re-
cently prepared its 1975 Report on the occasion of
the Seventh Special Session of the UN General
Assembly. The title of the Report is “To set in
motion the process of change”. In a very compre-
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hensive programme for an orientation towards

what is called another development, priority is
given, inter alia, to the following aims and
measures :

1 Place the satisfaction of needs—beginning
with the eradication of poverty—at the
focal point of the developing process.

2. Strengthen Third World capacity for self-
reliant development.

3. Transform social, economic

structures.

and political

4. Increase the availability of, and access to,

foodstuffs.

5. Reorient science and technology towards

another development.

For us cooperators it is of great interest to note
that the very wide group of outstanding personali-
ties from all over the world, who have assisted in
the preparation of the report, is recommending aims
and measures which correspond entirely to the aims
of Cooperation in its various forms; that is to
satisfy human needs by promoting self-help and
self-reliance.

One may now ask: What role, if any, an
increased expansion of cooperative enterprises in
newly developing countries may play to improve
the situation. Even if we are aware of the relatively
restricted and in some cases almost marginal contri-
butions that the cooperative movement has so far
rendered in the third world, the potential is no
doubt of great importance as an integral part of
economic development programmes in the countries
concerned, exactly because these have to be directed
more than ever before towards self-help and self-
reliance.

It is in this context that the ICA and its member-
organisations have to think anew in respect of our
rather insufficient efforts so far to assist with know-
how our sister movements in the newly developing
countries.

An increased technical assistance by the ICA in
collaboration with its member-movements will also
bring to the fore the following question: Through
what measures can we raise some more money than
before for development assistance in our developed
movements?  With the huge membership in our
movements even a very small amount of money per
member would give our national movements them-
selves and ICA’s Development Fund some sorely
needed resources of our own, which would increase
our possibilities to take part in cooperative develop-
ment projects within the framework of general
development programmes. Let us just for mo-
ment indulge in an arithmetic exercise: Only 10
cents per member from our 320 millions would
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amount to 32 million dollars per year. Of course
this is wishful thinking. But shouldn’t all our
movements at least try to do somewhat more to
increase our resources?

I have tried to sketch very briefly the need for
assessing our achievements and shortcomings so far
in respect of both our structural reform programme
and our long-term technical assistance programme
during the 15 years which have elapsed since the
decisions were taken by the ICA Congress in
Lausanne. Some arguments have been given, indi-
cating the need for us of not only learning our
lessons from the experience during the past period
but also preparing the ground for a new programme

of action in the two main fields which were dealt
with in 1960.

How should we tackle such a task of the greatest
importance for our future development? As was
the case in 1960, it would seem necessary for each
movement to look into the probable future trends
in respect of conditions influencing the market and
generally the economic and social environment in
which our movements work and the competitive
pattern which may be foreseen within a reasonable
period of time. We know that such efforts to make
a prognosis for periods of up to ten years are
undertaken in some movements. Our competitors,
national chainstores and multi-national enterprises,
are very active ;n respect of such planning for the
future. We need not only an assessment of future
trends on the national level by a much greater
number of movements than for the present. We
need also comprehensive investigations about joint
international cooperative action to adapt the coope-
rative structure to continuously changing consump-
tion and demand patterns. And we need to do it
in time. Cooperation should endeavour to play an
active role, as far as possible foreseeing and leading
the development.

We have of course to be aware of all the
difficulties inherent in all kinds of prognosis as a
basis for future action programmes, especially in
respect of taking into account at least to some
extent real long term trends. The debate caused
by the two studies of the so called Rome Club
illustrates this dilemma. At this Central Committee
meeting we are going to discuss some development
tendencies, which may be inherent in the so called
energy crisis, trying to discern both its short and
long term ramifications for our cooperative move-
ments in different parts of the world. A most pro-
bable gradual change over to an energy conserving
society is bound to have very far reaching reper-
cussions on the economic life generally and as a
consequence also on the various forms of coopera-
tive enterprises. The same applies indirectly to
such measures which may aim at a much stricter
adaptation to pollution controlling and ecology
saving measures which will be integral parts ofa
much more active environment-conserving policy.
There are further great problems, apart from those
in the field of energy, which have been noted much
more than earlier in respect of the consumption of
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a number of non-renewable raw materials.
long-term trends in respect of several factors of
strategic importance in the economic and social
life in the future should not be left entirely out of
sight when our movements nationally, regionally
and internationally try to formulate future action
programmes.

Such

At the Congress in Paris the ICA will deal with
its future programme of work and some material
has already been prepared in this context. Such a
programme must, as is fairly obvious, deal with the
planning of the future activities in very broad
categories. | think it would be of great value if
this programme was supplemented by some assess-
ments of the type | have tried to indicate also on
the national level within our movements. The con-
clusions drawn from such stock-taking exercises
duly sifted, analyzed and summarized would serve
as a useful basis for coordinated programmes. |
think such a planned development isa must, a
necessary prerequisite for increasing nationally,
regionally and internationally in future the impact
of our cooperative enterprises in the society as a
whole.

Now one may ask: This is all very well,
what resources do we have to rely on?

but

It goes without saying that the planning on the
national level has to devolve to a great extent on
and be the responsibility of our national coopera-
tive movements themselves.

Two points should be noted, however. Firstly,
a much closer collaboration between the different
movements nationally, than has been the case so
far, ought to be established. Such collaboration
between the cooperatives in respect of commercial
relations, research, future planning and so on
would increase the importance of the cooperative
form of enterprise. The Working Party under the
chairmanship of Mr. Lloyd Harrison is studying
these aspects.

Secondly, an intensified systematic exchange of
knowhow and experiences in the commercial,
organisational and ideological fields, at regional
and international levels should be given high
priority. In this context the present system of
ICA’s auxiliary organisations, committees and
working parties, properly coordinated by ICA’s
head office, should be fully utilized. As the present
machinery in many respects is lacking resources to
work efficiently, this situation should be amended
very soon. The increased costs for the participating
movements will be more than repaid by the benefits
to be obtained from strengthened auxiliary organi-
sations. In relation to what multi-national enter-
prises invest in research and systematic exchange of
knowhow, our cooperative performances so far are
entirely inadequate.

This leads me on to the question of the relation-
ship, or rather the lack of congruence, between the
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tasks we want the ICA to tackle and its resources
in respect of finances and manpower. It is by no
means the first time 1 present before you this
problem. As your chairman, | have tried to follow
and to take part actively in the work of ICA’s head
office and also to some extent the regional offices,
I have been privileged as chairman to ascertain the
workload so to say from the inside of our organisa-
tion. | can assure you, if this is, at all, necessary,
that the staff is far too small to cope with ali the
tasks we ask them to take on. The result is that
they, devoted 10 the job and ambitious as they are,
are and will be overburdened with work to an
unacceptable extent. This situation is untenable
and will have to be rectified. We have to add to
this picture the raging inflation, which is eroding
the real value of our membership subscriptions to
the ICA. There are in this situation two alternative
ways open to us; either cutting the work pro-
gramme or providing increased financial means. |
wish to remind you that we have jointly scrutinized
on several occasions possible ways of achieving
savings on different cost items without eliminating
important parts of the work programme, but with
negative results. There are thus in reality only the
two alternatives | have mentioned.

Having regard to the important role which the
ICA through its leading authorities could and
should , play in serving its member organisations at
policy level generally and in respect of the imple-
mentation process specifically through its auxiliary
organisations and committees, there is in my
opinion only one solution possible.

Let us provide the ICA and
with sufficient means in

its auxiliary organs
respect of finances and
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manpower to do the job. | appeal to our member
organisations in the developed countries both in the
West and in the East in this respect. As | have
tried to illustrate, increased support to the ICA
would in fact be in their own best interests.

Through earlier decisions
Committee and Congress, all our member organi-
sations and ICA itself are committed to promote
Cooperation in the developing countries. This firm
commitment is the very basis for our Cooperative
Development Decade. I have briefly indicated the
seriousness of the present global situation and the
lack of support from the wealthy countries to the
non-oil producing countries in the third world The
seventh special session of the General Assembly of
UN may, or may not, represent a kind of fuming
point in respect of a much needed global policy
based on human solidarity. Whatever the outcome
is when the decisions taken are going to be imple-
mented, one thing is obvious for us cooperators:
There is an urgent need to assist with cooperative
knowhow as components in the economic and social
development programmes. ICA’s acknowledged
status as the only spokesman for the united world
cooperative movement before UN and its speciali-
zed agencies is indeed a great responsibility. We
simply have to accept and try to live up to this
challenge. Also for that reason we must increase
our efforts to make the ICA a still more efficient
organ for the benefit of our members throughout
the world.

by both Central

Expressing the hope that our deliberations as
usual will take place in a cordial atmosphere and
be constructive, | declare this session of Central
Committee open. ]
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Dr M. Donow—An Appreciation

DR S. K. SAXENA

Mauritz Bonow retired from the
Presidency of the International Co-operative Alli-
ance on the occasion of the Central Committee
in Stockholm in 1975, he had occupied the highest
office in the Alliance for approximately 15 years.
His term of Presidency ranged over a period that
witnessed some of the more revolutionary events in
contemporary history. As an organisation whose
membership is open to all genuine co-operatives,
irrespective of the social and economic systems in
which they operate, and whose objects include the
establishment of lasting peace and democracy”, the
Alliance is not immune to international political
forces which have sometimes dominated the debates
and have placed considerable strain on the
ingenuity of its elected leaders. It has been one
of the great contributions of Mauritz Bonow
that he helped to strengthen the sense of unity
within the Alliance by making us concentrate pri-
marily on co-operative matters, by recognising
honest differences, and by constantly reminding us
in his patient and gentle manner that we should not
lose sight of the long-term tasks of the Alliance, nor
of the dangers of fragmentation. And from this
unity has flowed the strength and the respect which
the Alliance enjoys in the counsels of the world
today.

When Dr,

The dedication shown by Mauritz Bonow to
Co-operation throughout the working part of his
life stems from a deep understanding and apprecia-
tion of the philosophy and practice of the move-
ment. Clearly, in an organisation of the comple-
xity of the Alliance, no individual can claim the
entire credit for the achievements. The final decision
must be the result of a long and continuous inter-
play of forces, of compromises between the varying
views which emerge from different quarters. But it
has been Mauritz Bonow’s merit to have welded
the diverse and often seemingly incompatible
viewpoints into coherent programmes of action.

It is, | think, entirely fair to say that
some of the major subjects with which ICA Autho-
rities have been concerned in recent years have
originated from the perception of Mauritz Bonow.
To give one example: the paper presented by him
at the 21st Congress in 1960 in Lausanne on
“Co-operation in a Changing World—a Survey of
Objectives and Methods with special reference to
the Western Cooperative Movement” initiated
a debate which dominated the cooperative world
in the 1960s, and whose implications continue
to engage us well into the 1970s. The debate has
helped to sensitize the movements to contemporary
challenges and forced them to look beyond their
narrow frontiers in order to meet the imperatives
of efficiency in highly competitive environments.
A clear link can be seen between the Lausanne
paper and the debate on integration which took
place at the 1966 Congress in Vienna and which led,
finally, to the discussion on Centemporary Coope-
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rative Democracy at the Congress in Hamburg in
1969. We must be grateful to Mauritz Bonow for
grasping, ahead of many others, the broad correla-
tions between global economic and social problems
and the role which cooperatives can play in the
resolution of some of those problems.

Perhaps Mauritz Bonow’s biggest contribution
has been his passionate advocacy of the cause of
developing countries and, to that end, of the need
for enlarging the scope and effectiveness of the work
of the Alliance. An arch enemy of injustice and
a firm believer in egalitarianism, under his leader-
ship the Alliance has become a truly global organi-
sation; the two active Regional Offices in South-
East Asia and East Africa are a testimony to his
work in this field.

He has helped to mould public opinion in his
own country, Sweden, on the importance of a
cause which, in many respects, must override all
current concerns of humanity, that of raising
the living standards of developing countries.
Many ofus recall with deep appreciation his
efforts in connection with the ICA Congress in
1957 in Stockholm which launched the campaign
under the slogan “Without Boundaries” (“utan
granser”). On the more practical plane, he has helped
to fashion a pattern of relationship between indivi-
dual effort and government assistance to develop-
ing countries, he has described this in some detail
in his recent publication, “International Coopera-
tion for Self-reliance: some Swedish Experiences”.
Although several other Movements have been
active in this field, it is the scale and the conti-
nuity which Mauritz Bonow has helped to achieve
which are impressive. His consistent advocacy
is now receiving acceptance in other movements.

To us in the Secretariat, Mauritz Bonow has
been a friend and a guide. No problem was too
small to receive the sympathetic consideration which
we came to expect from him, no detail too insigni-
ficant to escape his notice. He has truly been a
working President.

Comparing the international cooperative scene
when Mauritz Bonow assumed the Presidency with
when he retired in October 1975, we find important
and significant changes in ICA’s outlook and its
approach to world questions—an organisation which
is sensitive to current issues and which is respected,
not least by the United Nations, as an organisation
of repute, skill and concern, and this change truly
measures the impact of Dr. Bonow’s leadership.

We all wish him—and Anna Greta Bonow, his
life long partner and support—a pleasant and
fruitful retirement and hope that he will now find
time to write and enrich our thinking on the
basis of his vast knowledge and experience. ]
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ICA

DR ML

It gives me great pleasure to address you on this
occasion, the Tenth Anniversary celebrations of the
ICA’s Regional Office & Education Centre for South-
East Asia.

Founded in 1895, the International Cooperative
Alliance is now over seventy-five years old. It is one
of the oldest of non-governmental international or-
ganisations. Furthermore, with a membership
spread over 62 countries, and with affiliates serving
over 255 million individual members of cooperative
societies at the primary level, the ICA is also the
most widespread international non-governmental
organisation.

In 1955, at the instance of the ICA, Dr. Keler, a
well-known cooperator, made a study of the social
and economic development needs of the Asian
Region and recommended that attention to the
development of the Cooperative Movement in Asia
at close hand was indicated.

In 1958 some members of the Executive Com-
mittee of the ICA took part in the first multi-
national cooperative conference in Asia held at
Kuala Lumpur. The Asian Cooperative Movements
present in Kuala Lumpur requested the ICA, to set
up a regional office in the region. This request was
the basis for the positive decision taken by the ICA
Congress of 1960 held at Lausanne.

At Kuala Lumpur the wish was also expressed,
that an Education Centre should be established for
collaboration between the movement inside the
Region and between the region and movements in
the industrialised countries. The request was
timely for the Swedish Cooperative Movement,
which at that time was considering ways and means
to assist some cooperative development projects.
As a result of this preparatory work, the Regional
Office & Education Centre for South-East Asia was
established. It was inaugurated by Pandit Nehru
on November 14, 1960, his 71st birth anniversary.
On the same day, by the way, he opened the Lok
Sabha and received the Head of Burma, who was
on a state visit to India.

Since that time, the ICA has tried to render
some service to this region in the fields of cooperative
education and research, in respect of consuitation
activities and international cooperative trade
through its Regional Office and Education Centre
for South-East Asia.

* Speech delivered by Dr. Mauritz Bonow, President
the International Cooperative Alliance at the 10th Anniversary
of the ICA Regional Office & Education Centre for South-
East Asia at New Delhi on 17th February 1971.

ICA regional bulletin

IN South-East Asia

BONOW
Seventy-five technical meetings such as Experts’
Conferences, Regional Seminars and Workshops,

National Seminars and the like have been held and
the total number of participants of these meetings is
almost 2.000. Twenty-five publications, the result of
these meetings as well as of individual research work,
have been published by the Regional Office during
this period.

The Regional Office-cum-Education Centre now
serves thirteen countries, viz.. lran, Pakistan,
Nepal, India, Ceylon, Malaysia, Singapore, Thai-
land, Indonesia, the Philippines, the Republic of
Korea, Japan and Australia. There is an Advisory
Council composed of representatives of these coun-
tries and an Agricultural Sub-Committee for this
region, a sub-committee of the ICA Auxiliary Commi-
ttee for Agriculture. The sub-committee has in
turn set-up two Working Groups for Trade Promo-
tion and Fisheries.

A beginning has been made in promoting coope-
rative trade across national boundaries. The
Japanese Cooperative Agricultural Movement and
the Thai Cooperative Movement have a trade
agreement for the production of maize, an
arrangement worthy of emulation by other develo-
ped cooperative movements. Recently there has
been an agreement between the National Agri-
cultural Cooperative Marketing Rederation of India
and the UNICOOPJAPAN of Japan, and further-
more a few instances of trading between European
and Asian movements, through the good offices of
the Regional Office.

Consultative services have been rendered by the
specialists of the Regional Office in the fields of
Consumer Cooperation and Cooperative Education
in India and Malaysia.

The Regional Office has been instrumental in
obtaining assistance from the developed movements
to the developing movements. The ICA itself has
also been able to make some grants to the develop-
ing movements from its Development Fund.

The developing countries, quite naturally, want
to make rapid social and economic progress. As
a result, in many countries plans for economic
development have been drawn up. We have with
us Prof. D.R. Gadgil who is the Vice-Chairman of
exceedingly important Indian Planning Commission.
When one is concerned with overall social and
economic development, it is perhaps inevitable
that in one’s enthusiasm to achieve the desired rate
of economic growth voluntary organisations like

ofhe cooperatives are brought within the framework
of economic plans. | am aware that this situation
sometimes gives rise to problems. When financial
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assistance is extended by the State, it is inevitable
that some control would result. Such funds come
from the national exchequer and the government is
responsible to the people through the Parliament
to ensure that the funds are duly accounted for. |
am aware that a number of new and very significant
activities, not the least in the field
credit, have been generated as a result of this
approach. However, itis, I think, absolutely essential
that the long-term objective of making the coope-
rative movement an independent and autonomous
one is kept constantly in mind.
mistaken the casket for the gem
perpetuate an arrangement whereby the initiative
and the democratic character of the cooperative
movement would be impaired. In the ultimate
analysis, it is the vitality of the people of a country
which determines progress. Legislation, especially
cooperative legislation should provide the frame-
work within which people’s capacity to bring about
the desired change is enhanced. If the net result
of legislation is to thwart this tendency, | am
afraid, we would have done more harm than good.
The pace of social change in a number of develop-
ing countries, including India, has quickened dur-
ing the past two decades and cooperative legislation
should have, among others, the function of smooth-
ing the tensions which inevitably arise in a phase
of rapid social change. Please excuse me for
having enlarged somewhat on this point, but | say
this in the spirit of making some constructive, if
general, comments on the situation which charac-
terises a number of developing countries.

turn to some other
developments which may be relevant

May | now, Mr. Chairman,
international
at this stage.

As the Cooperative Movement’s specific contri-
bution to the achievement of the goals and objec-
tives of the Second Development Decade of the
United Nations, the ICA has declared the decade
of the “Seventies” (1971-80) as the Cooperative
Development Decade, a period of enhanced coope-
rative activity. The first two years are mainly to be
a period of planning and the eight years following
are to be a period of vigorous implementation. In
this connection we had planned to organise a Con-
ference of Top-Level Cooperative Leaders in the
South-East Asian Region, which however, had to
be postponed.

U Thant, the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, has welcomed the ICA’s decision to
designate the decade of the “Seventies” as the Co-
operative Development Decade. | quote from his
message to the ICA : “By mobilizing the many
cooperative organisations throughout the world to
stimulate the development of cooperative move-
ments in the developing countries, you will be
making a greatly needed contribution to the imple-
mentation of the goals of the Second United
Nations Development Decade.”

Obviously public interest in promoting coopera-
tives in the developing countries does not date
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ofcooperative jy general development theory and practice.

We would have

from 1st January 1971. The Cooperative Develop-
ment Decade follows a long period of evolution of
development strategy—both in general and in
respect of the cooperative sector.

There has been a distinct change in recent years
The
stress is now on utilization of local materials, on
decentralized industries, on appropriate technology,
on providing employment in rural communities and
retarding the population flow to cities, and above
all, developing and mobilizing human resources.

ifwe were to\yijthin the development strategy, we see a greater

opportunity for cooperatives to be one of the vital
instruments of economic development.

The Cooperative Development Decade is timely
also from the point of view of ICA’s historical
development. In the first half of the century, the
activities of the ICA were largely confined to the
developed world. Since the Second World War,
the needs of the developing countries have played an
increasing part in the deliberations of the Alliance.
Our growing membership includes a progressively
higher proportion from these countries. This
orientation resulted in the adoption of a Long-
Term Programme of Technical Assistance by the
21st Congress at Lausanne in 1960, and the subse-
quent establishment of ICA Regional Offices for
South-East Asia and for East and Central Africa
and a close relationship with the Organisation of
the Cooperatives of America (OCA). Moreover, a
number of our national movements have mounted
significant programmes of aid to cooperatives on a
bilateral basis. Thus a sound base has been
formed from which to launch the new ten-year pro-
gramme of cooperative development.

Specific developments which gave rise to the
concept of the Cooperative Development Decade
were the ILO Recommendation No. 127 of 1966,
the United Nations General Assembly Resolution
2459/X X1V of December 1968 and the Resolution
(No. 1413 of June 1969) adopted by the Economic
and Social Council of the United Nations.

The ILO Resolution characterised cooperatives
as “important instruments of economic, social and
cultural development as well as human advance-
ment in developing countries.” The United Na-
tions General Assembly stressed the important
role of cooperatives in economic and social deve-
lopment and urged its member States to increase
their help to cooperatives in the developing count-
ries and requested the ILO and other UN Specia-
lised Agencies and the ICA to assist in implement-
ing the resolution. Six months later the Economic
and Social Council decided to undertake an assess-
ment of the contribution which the cooperative
movement can make to the achievement of the
goals and objectives of the Second Develop-
ment Decade. The comprehensive report of the
Secretary-General on “the role of the Cooperative
Movement in the achievement of the goals and
objectives of the Second Development Decade” is
indeed evidence of the real support that the coope-
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rative movement has from the United Nations and
its Economic and Social Council as well as from
the FAO, ILO and UNESCO The Secretary-
General of the United Nations has been asked to
submit, in collaboration with the ICA, a report on
a practical coordinated action programme of co-
operative development by 1972.

The ICA at its 24th Congress in September 1969
at Hamburg adopted a resolution warmly welcom-
ing the initiative of the United Nations and its
Specialised Agencies and requested the adminis-
trative organs of the Alliance to prepare a program-
me for implementing those recommendations. It is
as a direct consequence of this resolution that the
Executive Committe at its meeting in January 1970
decided to embark on a ten-year programme of
enhanced activity in the developing countries to be
known as the Cooperative Development Decade.
This decision was confirmed by the Central Com-
mittee at its meeting in October 1970.

This leads me to the question : Whose responsi-
bility is the Cooperative Development Decade ? The
ICA’s objective in launching the Decade is to
ensure the growth of cooperatives as instruments
of economic and social development.

The leading role of the Cooperative Develop-
ment Decade falls naturally on the cooperators
themselves. Cooperators must be prepared to pro-
vide the leadership, the ‘know-how” and the spirit
of mutual aid. Therefore, any help which coope-
rative organisations themselves can muster in
money or in exercise is very important. Such help
from cooperatives would be a symbol of mutual
aid on a voluntary basis. The human and coope-
rative links between people are of even greater
significance than material help. | am, of course,
aware that cooperative movements in advanced
countries are working under highly competitive
conditions and, for providing support to our over-
seas friends on a massive scale cooperative exper-
tise should be married to government finance from
advanced countries. This is the way to achieve a
real impact.

Cooperators in the developing countries them-
selves have much to offer to movements within
these same countries by way of experience gained
over the years. Firstly, their help is necessary to
identify the technical assistance needs of the coope-
ratives in their countries and to bring their coope-
rative planning into line with the national develop-
ment plans of their governments as well as to coordi-
nate their technical assistance requests with those
of their governments. Secondly, it will be appro-
priate for national cooperative movements of the
developing countries to make some, even if token,
contributions to international cooperative develop-
ment efforts. Although large sums are not expect-
ed, the principle of such contributions emphasizes
the value of mutual aid.

I have spoken at some length on the Coopera-
tive Development Decade and the ways in which
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activities under this umbrella could be intensified
for the development of cooperative movement in
the third world. The crucial area for the entire
development process must be the human resources
available within these countries. It is the mobili-
sation and utilization of human resources which
will determine whether the larger part of the world
would live in poverty or whether the differences
between the advanced and the developing countries
would be narrowed to allow for a more harmonious
world order. It is significant to note that the
F.A.O. and the I L.O. in their current programmes
have given the greatest importance to this particular
area of development It has been noted that given
the somewhat outmoded social structure, often the

increase in the Gross National Product helps to
heighten tensions thus rendering development
transitory. The cooperative form of organisation

by virtue of the principles in which it is anchored
ensures, provided it is being developed in a pro-
gressive political and social framework that the
largest amount of local initiative is exercised to
increase the returns and furthermore that they could
be distributed in an equitable and justifiable
manner. |f one were to summarise the outstanding
objective of Prof. D. G. Karve’s multi-sided acti-
vities, | think, one can safely say that economic
progress without undue social stress was the ideal
he kept before himself. It was in order to achieve
this objective that he worked untiringly throughout
his life in a number of important areas to promote
economic development and social progress.

May | in conclusion say how very grateful we
are to the cooperative movement and to the Govern-
ment of India and of course, to the cooperative
movements in the Region of South-East Asia for
the sustained support they have given to our work !
And | would say this: Whatever small contribution
the ICA has been able to make to cooperative deve-
lopment is due to the advice and the wise counsel of
our member-organisations, of our Advisory Council
which was chaired once by Prof. D.G. Karve and
now by Mr. B. Venkatappiah.

I thank you once again. [
XSK? S8~on*
REQUEST
You are requested to please

ensure that you inform us of any
change in your postal address.
— Editor
ICA Regional Bulletin
5Cs*s smesmi
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MCA Council for S-E Asia
Meets In Manila

The Seventeenth Meeting of the ICA Council
for South-East Asia of the ICA RO & EC was held
at the Philippine Village Hotel in Manila, the
Philippines, on the 7th December 1975. Mr. B. P.
Faustino, Member of the Council for the Philippines
welcomed the Councillors on behalf of the Coope-
rative Movement of the Philippines. Mr. N. A.
Kularajah, Chairman of the Council presided.

The following were present:
(@) Members

1. Mr. N. A. Kularajah, Chairman and Member
for Malaysia.

2.  Mr. I. Hunter, Member for Australia.
3. Mr. R. G. Tiwari, Member for India.
Member

4. Mr. Tapeshwar Singh, Alternate

for India.
5.  Mr. Eddiwan, Member for Indonesia.

6. Mr. Djoko Basuki, Member for Indonesia.

7. Mr. K. Yoshida, Member for Japan.
8. Mr. Ju In Song, Member for Korea.
9. Mr. Ismail Din, Member for Malaysia.

10. Mr. Khan Amir Abdullah Khan, Member for

Pakistan.

11. Mr. B. P. Member *for the

Philippines.

Faustino,

12.  Mr. Monico Yadao, Alternate Member for the
Philippines.

13. Mr. Mak Kam Heng, Member for Singapore.
14. Mr. M. Kulasegaram, Member for Singapore.
15. Mr. G. S. Dayananda, Member for Sri Lanka.

16. Mr. L. M. V. de Silva, Member for Sri Lanka.

17. Mr. Pradit Machima, Member for Thailand.
18. Mr. Prachuab Burapharat, Member for
Thailand.

19. Mr. R. Shahrbabaki Khan, Member for Iran.
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(b) Secretary

Mr. P. E. Weeraman, ICA Regional Director
for S-E Asia.

(c) Special Invitees

1. Mr. Malte Jonsson,
Stockholm, Sweden.

Swedish Coop. Centre,

2.  Mr. W.
Australia.

Kidston, former Member for

3. Mr. H. Togawa, Managing Director, IDACA,
Tokyo, Japan.

(d) Other ICA Regional Office Staff
1 Mr. J. M. Rana, Director (Education).

2.  Mr. Lionel Gunawardana, Joint Director &
Specialist in Agricultural Cooperation.

3. Mr. M. K. Puri, Specialist in Consumer

Cooperation (designate)

Mr. Kularajah moved a vote of condolence on
the death of Mr. Shoji Matsumura, Councillor for
Japan and Mr. M. J. Lane, Council Member for
Australia.

Mr. P. E. Weeraman, Regional Director, refer-
red to the services rendered by Mr. S. Matsumura
as Managing Director of the Central Union of
Agricultural Cooperatives of Japan and the services
of Mr. M. J. Lane as President of the Cooperative
Federation of Australia and the great support given
by them to the ICA in general and the regional
office in particular. The meeting observed a minute’s
silence as a mark of respect to the memory of the
deceased Councillors.

On behalf of the ICA Mr. Weeraman welcomed
the Councillors and the others present.

The Chairman stated that the country back-
ground papers giving the present position of their
respective movements received from the members
had been circulated and suggested that as usual
instead of reading the papers in full, the Councillors
should mention the special developments and
changes that had taken place in their respective
movements, since the last meeting of the Council.

informed the
that have

Councillors
developments

Accordingly, the
Council the important
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taken place in their respective countries during the

previous year.
Assessment of the ROEC

The report of the team appointed to assess the
work of the ROEC was introduced by the Regional
Director.

The recommendations of the Experts’ Consulta-
tion held on 5-6 December on “Trends, Problems
and Changing Needs of the Cooperative Movements
in South-East Asia and the Role of the ICA in this
regard” were considered by the Council and the
following priorities were fixed for the guidance of
the Regional Office and Education Centre.

i) The Regional Office should hold frequent
Regional Conferences of top-level Coopera-
tive Leaders.

ii) The Regional Office should assist the
national movements to hold national and
sub-national level seminars on cooperative
leadership and management.

iii) The Regional Office should undertake and
publicize in-depth case studies of coopera-
tives in which problems of cooperative
leadership and management have been
successfully tackled.

iv) The Regional Office should formulate and
supply to member organisations detailed
guidelines on the respective functions and
powers of chief executives and boards of
directors for incorporation in the bye-laws
of cooperatives. It was also suggested in
this connection that the Regional Office
should hold a regional seminar on the
relationship between chief executives and
boards of directors in cooperative organi-
sations.

v) The Regional Office should in addition to
the present teacher development pro-
grammes of the ROEC, organise training
and refresher courses for the faculties of the
national level cooperative training and
educational institutions engaged in training
the trainers and educators at the tiers of
the training and education complex. The
Teacher Development Programme itself
should be expanded and extended, to cover
training in the cooperative educational and
training institutions of the more developed
countries, even outside the Region.

Education Centre

The educational activities carried out during the
previous year were noted by the Council. The
Director (Education) informed the Council that the
National Cooperative Union of India will be taking
over the Educational Project at Indore from July
1976. He also drew the attention of the Council
to the commendation made by the President of
India at the 80th Anniversary celebrations of the
ICA held at New Delhi of the work done in the
Project. The Council approved the following
programme of work for 1976-77 :

i) Regional Seminar on Cooperative Insurance

and Promotion of Savings. Venue : Japan.
ii) Regional Seminar on the Relationship
between the Boards of Directors and the

Chief Executives in Cooperative organisa-
tions. Venue : Australia or Malaysia.

iii) Asian Conference on Cooperative Credit
and Financial Management. Venue : New
Delhi.

iv) Training Programme for Teachers. Venue :
India. This course will be held for two
months in India. The course will subse-

ICA Council for S-E Asia in session.

ICA REGIONAL BULLETIN
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quently be continued for another two
months in the ILO Training Centre at
Turin, Italy. The course will

organised by the ICA, SIDA and the ILO
Training Centre, Turin.

v) Training Programme on Cooperative
Management. Venue New Delhi.

vi) The Council also approved the continuation fought
1974-75.

of the Cooperative Education Materials

Advisory Services (CEMAS).

National Seminars

conducting
member

The ICA ROEC will assist in
national seminars on request from the
organisations.

Demonstration Project in the Field of Teacher
Training

The Council
this project in one of the national
training centres in the Region.

approved of the proposal to start
cooperative

Cooperative Education Field Projects

The Council agreed that cooperative education
field projects should be started in two movements
of the Region.

Technical Assistance

The creation of a Dairy Development Fund in

connection with the Bhor Project, the present
position of the fishery assistance project in Sri
Lanka, the proposal ofa Fisheries Project in the

Philippines, the gift of two incubators from the
Swedish Association of Guilds for the Women
Cooperators of Bangladesh, the gift of irrigation
equipment worth Canadian dollars 2,000/- by the
Cooperative Maritime Services of Canada and the
gift of Skr. 80,000 by Swedish cooperators to the
Rangunia Thana Central Cooperative Association
in Bangladesh were noted.

i-

It was reported that no progress had been
possible in securing assistance for the other projects
formulated by the Regional Office and submitted to
the Head Office in previous years. In this connection,
Mr. Hunter of Australia requested that information
on all these projects be sent to the Cooperative
Federation of Australia to examine the possibility
of obtaining assistance for them from the Austra-
lian Development Agency.

Asian Cooperative Development Bank

The Council noted the discussions held in
Malaysia and Iran regarding the establishment of
the Bank and noted that it would be difficult to
develop the proposal on the lines of a foreign
commercial bank. The Regional Office was reques-
ted to pursue the proposal of forming an Asian
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Cooperative Development Bank on the lines
Asian Development
be jointly Teheran, Iran,

of the
Bank with headquarters in

Publications, Public Relations and Library

The Council noted that the Regional Office has

out the following publications during

1
America by B. K. Sinha.

(2) Report of the Regional Conference of
Principals and Teachers of National Coope-
rative Training Institutions.

(3) Cooperative Member Education and Com-
munication.

(4) Amalgamation of Primary Agricultural
Cooperatives in the Republic of Korea by
Lionel Gunawardana.

(5) Manual for Study Circle Leaders by
Dharm Vir (Re-print).
(6) The ICA in South-East Asia by P. E.

Weeraman (Revised)

(7) A Handbook of Communication and the

Cooperative Teacher by Daman Prakash.

(8) 80th Anniversary Celebrations of the ICA
—A Souvenir.

(9) Sixteenth Meeting of the ICA Council for
South-East Asia by M. Senanayake (Speeches
on Cooperation Series No. 13.)

(10) Introducing Indian Cooperative Laws vis-a-
vis Cooperative Principles by P. E. Weera-

man (Speeches on Cooperation Series No. 14)

The Aims and Principles of Cooperatives
and their application in the Developing
Countries by P. E. Weeraman (Speeches on
Cooperation Series No. 15).

(11)

(12) 80th Anniversary of the International Co-
operative Alliance by F.A. Ahmed (Speeches

on Cooperation Series No. 16).

Retirement of Dr. Mauritz Bonow

The Council received with acclamation the
information given by the Regional Director that the
building of the Regional Office had been named
“BONOW HOUSE” by the Central Committee of
the ICA. The Council unanimously adopted a
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resolution appreciating the services

Dr. Bonow.

rendered by

Meeting of the ICA Sub-Committee for Agriculture
and Trade

The Tenth Meeting of the ICA Sub-Committee
for Agriculture and Trade for South-East Asia was
held at the Philippine Village Hotel, Manila, on 8th
December 1975. The Chairman, Mr. B.P. Faustino,
presided over the meeting.

The Sub-Committee, among other things, dis-
cussed the proposed studies on the Role the Coope-
rative Movement could play in the task of increasing
food production in the countries served by the ICA
Regional Office for South-East Asia. The Sub-Com-
mittee was very appreciative of the approval of
funds for the study by the ICA Executive Commit-
tee from the Cooperative Development Fund.

Gunawardana appointed Secretary

Mr. L. Gunawardana, Joint Director, (Publica-

NEW CONSUMER SPECIALIST OF THE
REGIONAL OFFICE

Mr. M. K. Puri has been appointed to the
ROEC as its Specialist in Consumer Cooperation
with effect from January 1976. Mr. Puri held the
substantive post of Joint Registrar of Cooperative

Mr M. K. Puri
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tions & Public Relation) and Specialist in Agri-
cultural Cooperation was appointed as Secretary
of the ICA Sub-Committee for Agriculture and
Trade. The post was earlier held by Mr. M. V.
Madane, who has been appointed by the FAO as
Cooperative Adviser of UNDP Project on Agri-
cultural Cooperatives and Credit Afganistan.

Meeting of the Working Group of Coop. Fisheries

A meeting of the Working Group of Cooperative
Fisheries was held on 7-12-75. The Group dis-
cussed the Report of the First Open World Con-
ference on Cooperative Fisheries held in Tokyo on
29-9-75 to 4-10-75.

IDACA Board of Advisers

The Thirteenth meeting of the Board of Advisers
of the Institute for the Development of Agricultural
Cooperation in Asia (IDACA) was held in Manila,
the Philippines, on 7th December, 1975. [

Societies of Haryana State, India. He was the first
General Manager of the National Cooperative
Consumers Federation of India and was Managing
Director of the Haryana State Cooperative Sugar
Federation at the time of his selection for appoint-
ment to the ROEC. He has long and varied ex-
perience of cooperative work, having been an
Officer in the Cooperative Service for 25 years and
served on secondment in various important positi-
ons in the Cooperative Movement of India. He
has also been a Resource Person at our seminars.
He has been trained in Canada & Sweden, specia-
lising in Cooperative Management and Consumer
Cooperation respectively.

DHARM VIR RETURNS TO THE REGIONAL
OFFICE

Dr. Dharm Vir, Specialist in Educational
Methods and Joint Director (Education) of the ICA
Regional Office has joined the Regional Office after
completion of his assignment with the ILO sponsor-
ed Cooperative Management Services Centre,
Colombo, Sri Lanka. Dr. Vir was with the Centre
for nine months from April to December 1975. m
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Asian Conference
on
Cooperative Management

The Asian Conference on Cooperative Manage-
ment was held in the Philippine Village Hotel,
Manila, Philippines, from 1st to 6th December 1975,
jointly by the ICA ROEC and the Management
Assistance and  Training Programme, Central
Cooperative Exchange, the Filipino Cooperative
Wholesale Society and the Grain Marketing Coope-
rative of the Philippines. The conference was
inaugurated by Mr. Ople, Secretary for Labour,
Government of the Republic of the Philippines. In
his inaugural address Mr. Ople said, “I think one
reason cooperatives fail is because of the inability
and the unwillingness of its members to meet the
test of economic performance. The very nobility
and unselfishness of its conception makes the
cooperative peculiarly vulnerable to economic com-
placency. For this reason it is all the more
necessary to expose cooperative leadership and
cooperative management to the principles of sound
organization and the tools of modern management
involving production, finance marketing and other
dimensions of economic performance.”

“The achievement of high quality management

in the cooperative movement will guarantee its
performance not only as an economic but also as a
social democratizing force. In thus meeting here
to discuss the relevance of the latest management
principles and techniques to the cooperative move-
ment, you are engaged in fact in a most important
undertaking which can elevate the whole climate of
management development for cooperatives in Asia.”

The inaugural session was also addressed by
Dr. Orlando Sacay, Under-Secretary,Department of
Local Government and Community Development
and Mr. P. E. Weeraman, ICA Regional Director.
Mr. B. P. Faustino welcomed the delegates on
behalf of the Filipino Cooperative Movement.
Mr. J. M. Rana, Director (Education) ICA ROEC,
proposed a vote of thanks.

The keynote address on “Cooperative Manage-
ment in the Modern World” was delivered by
Mr. N. A. Kularajah, Chairman of the ICA Council
for South-East Asia. The following Resource
Persons delivered lectures at the conference :

Mr Bias F. Ople, Secretary for Labour, addressing the inaugural session of the Conference
(1-r) Mr B. F. Ople, Mr J. M. Rana, Director (Education), Mr P. E. Weeraman, ICA Regional Director for S-E Asia,
Mr B. P. Faustino, General Manager, Central Coop. Exchange,
Dr Orlando Sacay, Under Secretary, Department of Local Government and Community Development, Mr N. A.
Kularajah, Chairman, ICA Council for S-E Asia and Mr Monico G. Yadao, Filippino Cooperative Wholesale Society.

30

ICA REGIONAL BULLETIN



10.

Lecturer

Dr. Fabian A. Tiongson
IADA, U.P. at Los Banos College,
Philippines

Mr. L. M. V. de Silva
Chairman, Sri Lanka Cooperative Marketing Federation
Colombo, Sri Lanka

Dr. C. D. Datey

Executive Director

Agricultural Credit Department
Reserve Bank of India, Bombay, India

Atty. Florencio B. Orendain
President

Philippine Shares Corporation
Manila

Dr. M. K. Shah

FAO Project Manager/Dairy
Development Adviser, Dacca
Bangladesh

Atty. Gregorio S. Imperial, Jr.
Vice-President

Industrial Relations,
USIPHIL, INC.

Rizal, Philippines

Mr. Gotte Levin
ILO Expert,

National Cooperative Consumers’ Federation of India
New Delhi, India

Mr. N. Veeriah

Director, Malaysian Cooperative Insurance Society Ltd.
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Mr. M. Rex Wingard
Representative in India
Cooperative League of the USA
New Delhi, India

Mr. J. M. Rana
Director (Education)
ICA ROEC for South-East Asia
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Subject

Marketing Management

Marketing Management

Financial Management

Financial Management

Personnel Management

Personnel Management

Communications and
Communication Procedures

Communications and
Communication Procedures

Public Relations

Why Cooperative Education
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Director, the
Gunawardana,
Agricultural
Specialist in

In addition to the Regional
Director (Education), Mr. Lionel
Joint Director and Specialist in
Cooperation and Mr. M. K. Puri,
Consumer Cooperation (designate) attended the
conference from the ICA ROEC. The conference
was attended by participants from Australia, India,
Indonesia, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Nepal,
Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka and
Thailand.

Study visits were arranged for the participants
of the conference by the Philippino host movement
on the 5th and 6th December.

Sister Leontina Castillo speaking at the Conference.
Others in the picture are :
Mr P. E. Weeraman, Dr M. K. Shah and Mr M. K. Puri.

A view of participants to the Conference.
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Experts9 Consultation

An Experts’ Consultation on the ‘Trends,
Problems and Changing Needs of the Cooperative
Movements and the Role of the ICA in this regard”
was held in the Philippine Village Hotel in Manila,
Philippines, on the 5th and 6th December 1975.
The objective of the Consultation was to follow up
the recommendations of the Assessment Team and
to re-define the role of the ICA ROEC in the second
half of the Cooperative Development Decade.

The following Resource Persons

papers at the Consultation :

presented

(i) Mr. S. S. Pari, Additional Secretary to the
Govt, of India, Ministry of Civil Suplies
& Cooperation, New Delhi, India.

(i) Mr. R. B. Rajaguru, Registrar of Coope-
rative Societies, Government of Sri Lanka,
Colombo, Sri Lanka.

(iii) ~ Mr. Ju In Song, Vice-President, National

Agricultural Cooperative  Federation,

Seoul, Republic of Korea.

(iv)  Mr. N. A. Kularajah, President, Coope-

rative Union of Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur.

In addition to the above four Resource Persons,
the following experts participated in the Consultation:

(i) Mr. W. Kidston, Australia.
(i) Mr. L. R. Khan, Bangladesh.

(iii)
(iv)
(v) Mr. H. Togawa, Japan.

Mr. R. V. Nadkarni, India.

Mr. Ibno Soedjono, Indonesia.

(vi) Mr. N. B. Shah, Nepal.

(viiy Dr. Orlando Sacay, Philippines.

(viii)  Mr. Malte Jonsson, SCC, Stockholm
Sweden.

The Experts’ Consultation was also attended by
the Members of the ICA Council for South-East

A section of Experts attending the Consultation.
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Asia and the Sub-Committee for Agriculture and
Trade. Mr. P. E. Weeraman, Regional Director,
Mr. J. M. Rana, Director (Education), Mr. Lionel
Gunawardana, Joint Director and Specialist in
Agricultural Cooperation and Mr. M. K. Puri,
Specialist in Consumer Cooperation (designate)
attended the Consultation from the ICA ROEC.

The recommendations of the Consultation are
given below :

I. Role of the ICA in the Fields of Cooperative
Leadership and Management

1. In view of the intrinsic importance of coope-
rative leadership and management, ICA has
already been active in these fields as eviden-
ced by the organisation of a series of
seminars on cooperative management and
conferences on cooperative leadership.
These activities need to be intensified and
extended. In particular, there is a need for
more frequent regional conferences of top-
level cooperative leadership followed by
national level conferences.

2. In Malaysia, ICA has assisted in the orga-
nisation of a series of national and sub-
national level seminars on cooperative
leadership and management. Such assistance
may be provided by ICA to other countries
as and when they undertake such seminars.

3. ICA may undertake and publicize in-depth
case studies of cooperatives in which prob-
lems of cooperative leadership and manage-
ment have been successfully tackled.

4. ICA may formulate and supply to member-
organisations detailed guidelines about the
respective functions and powers of chief
executives and board of directors so as to
suggest their incorporation in the relevant
bye-laws of various cooperatives.

5. ICA may organise a Regional Seminar on
the relationship between chief executives and
the Board of Directors in Cooperative
institutions.

6. ICA may arrange to document the experien-
ces of training seminars on cooperative
management organised by various insti-
tutes in different countries and thereby help
to transfer the experiences from one country
to another.

7. Measures taken by some countries such as
Korea and the Philippines to insulate
cooperatives from politics may be studied
by ICA and the information circulated to
various other countries for their conside-
ration.
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8.

ICA may disseminate detailed information
about cooperative management system re-
cently developed in the Philippines and a
number of other countries.

ICA may establish liaison with universities
and other organisations involved in coope-
rative management training and help to
improve capabilities of their trainers.

The Role of the ICA in the field of
Cooperative Education

1

The overall objectives of the ICA ROEC as
given in the Appendix to the report on the
assessment of the organisation are com-
prehensive and need to be followed in future
as well. But with the changing status and
activities of cooperative organisations in the
region, greater emphasis will have to be
placed on technical assistance and pro-
motion of international cooperative trade.
However, in respect of the last objective,
the relation between ICA and the ICTO
will have to be very clearly defined to avoid
confusion.

The ICA should carry out educational
activities for influencing the policy-makers
—Ilike Ministers, Members of Planning
Commissions, Boards, Senior Secretaries to
Governments, not only in charge of coope-
ratives, but of other departments the activi-
ties of which affect directly or indirectly the
policies and programmes of cooperative
development, and other opinion leaders at
the higher levels by —

(a) arranging for them visits to successful
cooperative movements so that any
prejudices or scepticism or indifferences
towards the cooperative system might
be removed;

(b) personal contacts with them by the ICA
Council Members and Officers of the

Regional Office;

(c) conferencesof policy-makers and opinion
leaders. In order to perform this parti-
cular function effectively, the ICA
should work its way to gain a position
comparable to that of other world
organisations. Since the ICA does not
have the influence of monetary strength
it should develop its influence through
its programmes and project its achieve-
ments in all quarters that matter.

The ICA should help the national move-
ments in their educational programmes by :

(@) making in-depth studies of the existing
programmes in different countries;

(b) suggesting improvements in the prog-
ramme—the contents and techniques;
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(c) documenting information about edu-
cational programmes and making it
available to member organisations to
promote development through exchange
of information and experience.

(d) undertaking or commissioning Coope-
rative Training and educational insti-
tutions and universities to make case
studies of cooperatives and by arranging
for the publication of such case studies
and the wide distribution of such
publications not only among the co-
operatives but also among governments
and organisations such as universities,
trade unions and farmers’ organisations.

(e) organising programmes of training and
refreshing the faculties at the national
level cooperative training and education
institutions engaged in training the
trainers and educators at the lower
tiers of the training and education
complex. This should be in addition
to the present Teacher Development
Programme which itself should be ex-
panded and extended to include
training at cooperative educational and
training institutions in the more deve-
loped countries even outside the region;

(f) advising and collaborating with the
member organisations in designing and
conducting educational programmes for
universities, colleges and schools;

(g) organising exchange programmes of
visits for executives of large cooperative
enterprises;

(h) organising study visits for cooperative
leaders to movements outside their own
countries;

(i) organising exchange programmes for
professional managers of large coope-
rative enterprises to work with similar
enterprises in the more developed co-
operative movements with opportunities
for in-plant training and study.

(j) collaborating with national movements
in organising pilot projects in the field
of member education and relations
using the experience gained from the
Indore Project (India). The laboratory
results gained in a pilot project should
be followed-up by the multiplication of
such projects in the normal field situa-
tions subject to the constraints of re-
sources, finance and personnel.

In respect of each of these programmes, there
must be a systematic evaluation and follow up, the
results of which should be made available to all
member organisations. The Experts however felt
that this is a very exhaustive list and therefore that
the ICA should decide on priorities depending on
the needs and availability of resources.

4. ICA should conduct a project in the training
of Teachers in one of the countries of the
Region.

5. The Experts noted the educational work
done by the ICA for Women’s participation
in the cooperative movement and recom-
mended that more emphasis should be given
to work in this field.

6. The experts noted that the Cooperative
Education Materials Advisory Services
(CEMAS) has been established and recom-
mended that its work should be intensified.

7. Mr. Malte Jonsson of the Swedish Coope-
rative Centre (SCC) suggested that the ILO
and FAO programmes assisted by the
Swedish International Development
Authority (SIDA) and the SCC should be
coordinated with those of the ICA. The
Experts welcomed this and recommended
that the ICA’s collaboration with inter-
national organisations such as the ILO and
FAO in educational activities be intensified.

8. Mr. Malte Jonsson suggested that training
in Sweden should be based on specific
requests from the Region and the Regional

Another view of the Experts attending the consultation.
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Council. The experts agreed with this view
and recommended that these training prog-
rammes in Sweden should be project-
oriented.

The Role of the ICA in the field of Cooperative
Production and Trade

1.

(i)

(iii)

Keeping pace with the needs of development,
ICA should undertake surveys and action-
oriented researches on the organisation and
management of producers’ cooperatives in
the member movements and disseminate the
results of such surveys and research studies
among the member-organisations.

There should be a programme for the ex-
change of experts and cooperative leaders
to facilitate inter-change of experiences and
dissemination of know-how on institutional
innovations.

ICA should collaborate with international
organisations and financing institutions to
mobilize resources for setting up coope-
rative ventures in the field of production.

The Role of ICA vis-a-vis ICTO

ICTO should undertake the responsibility
of monitoring market intelligence and dis-
seminating such information among the
cooperative organisations concerned.

ICTO should explore the possibilities of
promoting regional integration in trade and
finance including the setting up of an Asian
Cooperative Common Market, as well as
promoting inter-regional trade, commodity
agreements, pooling of technology and
collection of trade and commercial data.

ICTO should try to develop bilateral agree-
ments for trade between the cooperatives of
member countries.

V.

(iv)

(V)

ICA should help the member cooperatives

to establish foreign trade departments
specializing in cooperative trade within
their organisations. Further, member co-

operatives may be helped in achieving hori-
zontal and vertical integration of trade
operations.

ICTO should help cooperative organisations
in getting adequate credit facilities for
export trade.

The Role of the ICA in Developing Financial
Resources
1. ICA should recruit experts on financial

management to serve on its staff or help its
member movements in recruiting such
experts.

ICA should intensify researches and surveys
on financial management in the Region and
circulate information gained thereby among
member movements.

ICA should stimulate member movements to
engage themselves in research in their own
countries regarding financial management
and also stimulate systematic production,
through scientifically organized cooperative
enterprises based on studies of economic,
marketing, management, technical and
financial  feasibilities and on social as
well as economic needs.

ICA should organise regional seminars and
assist in national seminars on the subject of

financial management in all aspects and
particularly in regard to mobilisation of
financial resources, and modern methods

of financial management.

ICA should endeavour to promote an Asian
Cooperative Development Bank as soon as
possible. ]
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ICA Activities

ICA CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING

At the invitation of the Swedish Cooperative
Movement, the Meeting of the Central Committee
took place in Stockholm on 23rd, 24th and 25th
October, 1975. The meeting was attended by 148
representatives from 78 member organisations in
36 countries and observers from the ILO, FAO and
the Joint Committee for the Promotion of Aid to
Cooperatives (COPAC), This was the last meeting
of the Central Committee over which Dr. Mauritz
Bonow presided.

Themes—Energy and Youth. Two main
were discussed by the Committee. The first was
“Energy and the World Economy”. A background
paper prepared by the Secretariat was introduced by
Mr. S. Sampson, President and General Manager
of Midland Cooperatives Inc., USA, an enterprise
founded as a petroleum cooperative. Mr. Sampson
pointed to the necessity to search for alternative
sources of energy and for cooperatives to collabo-
rate in securing supplies of gasoline, crude oil and
natural gas. In order to implement this objective
in the United States the International Energy Co-
operative had recently been established by 17 petro-
leum cooperatives. This might serve as an example
whereby cooperatives throughout the world could
become involved in a worldwide joint effort. One
immediate benefit would be conservation of resour-
ces, and cooperatives could take the leadership in
voluntarily conserving energy or using alternative
sources of energy which would conserve oil and gas.
In the long term, cooperatives throughout the world
involved in the distribution of energy products
could consider an evaluation of a joint search for
natural resources.

themes

In the discussion, speakers stressed the econo-
mic consequences of the energy crisis on all types
of cooperative activity. Although the cooperative
involvement in the production and distribution of
petroleum products and other forms of energy was
not very great, reference was made to the recent
inauguration of the Scanraff oil refinery in which
Swedish oil cooperative, Oljekonsumternas Forbund
(OK) has 80% of the shares, and Texaco 20%.
Today OK is the largest supplier of petroleum and
oil in Sweden. It also sells its products to the
Danish OK and the Norwegian OK, and negotia-
tions to supply other countries are in progress. In
the USA some of the big regional agricultural co-
operatives and the National Cooperative Refinery
Association are engaged in the production as well
as the refining and distribution of petroleum pro-
ducts. The International Cooperative Petroleum
Association supplies its 37 member organisations
in 24 countries with petroleum products. The
ICPA has been concerned in prospecting for sup-
plies of crude oil.

Over the years a major contribution to help

ICA REGIONAL BULLETIN

people in rural areas has been made by rural electric
cooperatives, first established in the United States,

and now operating in many countries—India, the
Philippines and Latin America.
Cooperatives are also carrying out important

work in the field of pollution by suggesting and pres-
sing for measures for the control of pollution.
The pioneering work done on low phosphate
detergents by the Swedish cooperative move-
ment, the creation of smokeless zones at the
insistence of housing cooperatives and the awareness
by agricultural cooperatives of the harm that can
be done by the use of chemicals are but a few
examples. The International Cooperative Insurance
Federation, as auxiliary body of the ICA, has been
keenly interested in this subject and adopted an
appropriate resolution at its recent conference in
Tokyo. However, it was recognised in the discus-
sion that the share of cooperatives in the produc-
tion and distribution of energy was extremely small
and the likelihood of them being involved in the
search for alternative sources of energy was not
very promising at present.

The second main theme for discussion
“Youth and the Cooperative Movement”.
was prepared by the Secretariat
duced by Dr. A. Rauter,
band, Austria, and Mr. J. Sobieszczanski, General
Director, the Central Agricultural Union of
“Peasant Self-Aid” Cooperatives, Poland.

was
A paper
which was intro-
Director, Konsumver-

The many speakers taking part in the discussion
stressed the importance of involving young people
in the activities of cooperatives of all types; the
promotion of school and student cooperatives,
especially in the developing countries; the teaching
to children and young people the principles of co-
operation and the contribution cooperation can
make to improve their standards of living. The
Central Committee adopted the recommendations
put forward in the paper which dealt with action
at national level and action by the ICA. Particular
stress was put on the holding of periodical inter-
national youth conferences to bring together young
people from cooperative movements round the
world. At the invitation of Centrosoyus the next

Youth Conference will be held in Moscow in July
1976.
Collaboration between Cooperatives—Mr. Lloyd

Harrison, Chairman of the Cooperative Wholesale
Society, UK, and member of the Central Commit-
tee, gave a report on the discussions within the
Working Party on “Collaboration between Coope-
ratives” which was set up at the Central Committee
meeting held in Vienna in 1974 to examine and
report on the diverse methods of collaboration bet-
ween all types of cooperatives without regard to
frontiers, political systems, or the level of econo-
mic development of the country wherein the move-
ment is located. This theme will be considered at
the ICA Congress to be held in Paris in 1976.

ICA’s Long Term Programme of Work—Dr. S.K.
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Saxena, Director of the ICA, introduced the
paper on the ICA’s Long Term Programme of Work
and reported on the discussions on this subject
which had taken place in the Executive Committee.
A final document on the Long Term Programme
will be considered at the next meeting of the Central
Committee to be held in Spring 1976 for submis-
sion to Congress in September 1976.

Regional Offices—The Committee considered
progress reports on the ICA work carried out by
the Regional Offices, the Organization of the Coope-

ratives of America (OCA) and the Latin American
Technical Institute for Cooperative Integration
(LATICI).

Auxiliary Committees—Reports were made to

the Committee on the work of the ICA Auxiliary
Committees : Agriculture, Banking, Consumers,
Fisheries, Housing, Insurance, Inter-Coop,

Women’s and Workers’ Productive.

Resolutions—The Committee unanimously adop-
ted resolutions dealing with the “ Declaration on
Principles guiding Relations between Participating
States” as agreed by the Conference on Security
and Cooperation in Europe held in Helsinki; the
violation of human rights by state governments in
countries with dictatorship regimes and military
juntas; Cooperatives and International Women’s
Year; and the non-compliance with the United
Nations Resolution 3213 relating to the re-estab-
lishment of the territorial integrity and sovereignty
of the Republic of Cyprus. These resolutions will be
forwarded to member organisations.

The next meeting of the Central Committee will
be held in Sofia, Bulgaria, on 27th, 28th and 29th
April 1976.

COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The Cooperative Development Committee of the
ICA met in Stockholm on 20th October 1975. The
Committee discussed the recommendations of the
recent ICA Seminar on Technical Assistance which
was held in Dresden to mark the mid-point of the
Cooperative Development Decade. The Commit-
tee felt that the ICA should take a lead in taking
forward the suggestion of the Secretary-General of
the United Nations that a small expert meeting
should be convened to discuss the role of coopera-
tives in the Second Development Decade and, more
particularly, the ways in which the cooperatives
can cater for the rural poor.

The Committee also discussed with approval the
assessment report for the ICA Regional Office for
South-East Asia noting that there was to be more
emphasis on national seminars and that the exercise
had led to the programme of the office becoming
even more pertinent to the needs of cooperatives in
the region. The Committee agreed to allocate
grants to study cooperative food production in
South-East Asia, and to provide a mini-bus for the
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Uganda Cooperative Alliance to assist in its edu-

cation work.

ORGANISATION FOR COOPERATIVE
CONSUMER POLICY

The Organisation for Cooperative Consumer
Policy held its General Assembly in Stockholm on
20th and 21st October. The main subject for dis-
cussion was “The Consumer Cooperative Movement
and Legislation on Consumer Protection”. The
subject was introduced by Mr. H. Bergquis, a
member of the Swedish Government, who outlined
the position in Sweden and also explained the duties
of the Consumer Ombudsman. Country reports
were given by representatives of consumer coope-
ratives from Finland, France, UK, Norway and
Japan. Mr. R. Volkers, Secretary of INTER-
COOP, gave an account of its activities and also
dealt with consumer information through labelling.

Mr. S. Nakabayashi of Japan put forward the
proposal that the ICA should appeal to the United
Nations and some of its Agenciesto establish a food
standards commission to deal, amongst other things,
with pollution, and also that the ICA should appeal
to the UN and its Agencies and other Non-Govern-
mental Organisations to press for the testing of
goods at the international level.

The Committee agreed to some changes in the
rules and to raise the contributions from members
from £250 to £300 p a. Y

INTER-COOP MEMBERS’ MEETING

The General Meeting of INTER-COOP held in
Stockholm on 22nd October 1975 was attended by
representatives from 26 out of a total of 28 mem-
ber organisations.

Reporting on the activities of INTER-COOP,
the newly-elected Chairman, Mr. Ch, Veverka,
France, stated that collaboration in the food sector
had encountered certain difficulties, such as market
regulations, laws concerning food products, customs
laws, etc., and that the economic crisis which is
developing on a worldwide scale had affected pro-
gress both in the food and the non-food sector.

As far as food was concerned, collaboration in
the purchase of fruit and vegetables, confectionery
and wines had made considerable strides. In recent
months INTER-COOP had extended its activities
into the fields of biscuits and tinned fruit and vege-
tables. Decisions have been taken as to the priority
concerning joint buying, the use of foreign purchas-
ing depots owned by member organisations, and
the promotion of joint production. Consideration
is being given to the extension of trade with
cooperatives in developing and in the socialist
countries.

In the
cooperatives

non-food sector, joint purchases from
and other productive enterprises
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amounted to $160,000,000, There are eleven pur-
chasing groups each looking after different types of
products. The most recently formed groups deal
with furniture, tools, and hosiery. Collaboration
in the non-food sector has proved to the advantage
of all interested parties and has brought about
improvement in quality, the development of new
purchasing markets, and it has assured supplies in
certain cases of shortages. The Non-Food Com-
mittee is at present undertaking research in order
to find new ways for improving collaboration still
further.

Two experts’ groups dealt with exchanges of
experience in the retail trade. At the last meeting
of the “Department Store Group”, new sales meth-
ods for large furniture department stores were
studied. The “Food Stores Group” studied in
detail the subject of “Discount in the Food Trade”.
Other subjects which have also been examined are
rationalisation, limitation of assortment, systems
of flow of goods, and ordering of goods and specia-
lised shops. The Members’ Meeting of INTER-
COOP discussed the subject “Dividend or Net
Price”, a problem of great relevance to a number
of European Consumer Cooperatives.

The members of the Board of INTER-COOP
are as follows : Chaiman: Mr. Ch. Veverka, SGCC,
France; Vice-Chairmen: Mr. E. Groes, FDB,
Denmark, and Mr. K. E. Persson, KF, Sweden;
Mr. F. Checcucci, Coop Italia; Mr. H. van
Heukelum, Coop Zentrale, Federal Republic of
Germany; Mrs. J. Lokkaj, Spolem, Poland; Dr. A.
Rauter, Konsumverband; Austria; Mr. A. Sugden,
CWS, UK; Mr. H. Thuli, Coop Schweiz, Switzer-
land; Mr. R. Wallden, KF, Sweden.

FIRST OPEN WORLD CONFERENCE ON
COOPERATIVE FISHERIES

The First Open World Conference on Coopera-
tive Fisheries was held in Tokyo, Japan, from 29th
September—4th October. The Conference was
sponsored by the International Cooperative
Alliance, and the National Federation of Fisheries
Cooperative Associations of Japan, Zengyoren,
was the host organisation. 325 participants from
25 countries attended, and the open nature of the
Conference enabled representatives to attend from
countries where fisheries cooperatives do not at
present exist, or are only just beginning, so that
in addition to leaders from fisheries cooperatives
from apex, regional and primary societies, Minis-
ters, Heads of Government Departments and
government representatives also took part.

The 25 papers submitted to the Conference
were prepared by the members of the ICA Fisheries
Sub-Committee, by Cooperators whose organisa-
tions are not in membership with the ICA, and the
FAO Fisheries Division. The main theme of the
conference was the role of cooperatives in the
modernisation of fisheries and the rationalisation
of resources. Practical ways for the more effective
utilisation and conservation of marine resources
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were discussed. This practical character was the
main feature of the whole debate. Many speakers
emphasised that cooperative fisheries can help in
improving technical know-how for fishermen, in
rationalising production and marketing, and in
conducting research and educational activities.
However, for the developing regions, the help of
governments and international governmental
organisations seem to be essential.

There is considerable potential development for
fisheries in forms of aquaculture, especially in fish
farming in the sea using such devices as man-made
reefs. One of the main obstacles to the develop-
ment of fisheries is the pollution of coastal waters
by industrial chemicals and warm water discharge
from the nuclear power stations located near the
sea. Technological and biological methods to
counter pollution weie demonstrated at the Con-
ference, and the Japanese fisheries organisation
has had considerable experience in this field. Joint
action through international governmental collabo-
ration is absolutely essential to combat such
pollution.

Mention was also made that the competition of
the multi-national private corporations created a
serious danger for cooperative fisheries. The in-
crease in fuel prices and the cost of equipment
have caused a very difficult situation in many count-
ries. It was stressed that only governmental sup-
port can help cooperative fisheries to win the
battle against this temporary crisis

The Conference made an important contribution
to mutual understanding among various countries
and to world peace. It has underlined the soli-
darity of fishermen all over the world, and their
will to develop fisheries in the most effective way
so as to provide people with food rich in protein.

The Fisheries Sub-Committee will now consider
the ways of implementing a future programme of
action arising out of the recommendations and
suggestions of the Conference.

REGISTER OF RESEARCH ON
COOPERATIVES IN DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES

A directory of organisations which engage in
research on cooperatives was published by the ICA
in 1974. This has now been supplemented by a
bibliography of research on cooperatives in deve-
loping countries undertaken during the years 1968-
1972. Enquiries regarding the bibliography should
be directed to Mrs. M. Dolle, Hungarian Coopera-
tive Research Institute, Alkotmany u. 25, 1371
Budapest. Hungary.

The bibliography has been collected and colL
lated by the Polish Research Institute and pre-
pared and printed for publication by the Hungarian
Cooperative Research Institute.
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Award to a

Professional Cooperator

Dr. V. Kurien, former General Manager of
Anand Cooperative Milk Union “AMUL” was
declared “The Man of the Year” by the National
Investment and Finance Weekly. The award was
presented by Shri Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, President
of India, on 20th December 1975.

Dr V. Kurien
Mr. P. E. Weeraman, ICA Regional Director
for South-East Asia felicitating Dr. Kurien said”

“...He has proved that professional management is
the key to cooperative success. He was able to do
this because the elected leadership of the Anand
Cooperative Milk Union confined themselves to
their proper sphere, namely policy-making, and left
the management of the business to the Manager.

ICA REGIONAL CENTRE EMPLOYEES
COOPERATIVE THRIFT & CREDIT SOCIETY

The Sixth Annual General Body Meeting of the
Society was held on 26th December 1975 under the
chairmanship of Mr. A. H. Ganesan, Vice-Presi-
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This left ample scope for Dr. Kurien to use his

remarkable talents to the full”.

“...Dr. Kurien served the cooperators of Kaira
District in such a way that they became truly invol-
ved in the working of their Union. Member involve-
ment is the true yardstick of cooperative success.”

“...Dr. Kurien has built up Anand so well that
it is able to function without him.”

test of a leaderis to see
whether he has built up hiscolleagues to take his
place. Dr. Kurien has done this. This indicates that
he has had the long-term interests of his organi-
sation at heart, rather than making himself
indispensable.”

“Perhaps the finest

Dr. Kurien speaking at the function said “I
suppose that there are a  few who would have the
courage, when honoured as Man of the Year, to say
“Thank you very much for this honour. | agree
that | deserve it”—and then sit down. Frankly,
however, | lack such courage—and, if | were to speak
purely personally today, | would have to say that I
certainly do not deserve this honour.”

“On the contrary, there is only one stand-point
from which | could accept it—and that is the
fact that I have, for over twentyfive years, enjoyed
what must be considered an even greater honour:

namely, that of being in the service of the small
farmers, the landless labourers and the resourceless
widows, who are the majority of our country’s

rural milk producers. Therefore, | have accepted
this honour as the representative of the small milk
producer—because he, surely, is the Man of this
Year.” ]

dent. The General Body elected
office-bearers for the year 1975-76.

the following

Mr. A. H. Ganesan, President, Mr. I. S. Gupta,
Vice-President, Mr. Ram Prakash, Secretary, Mr.
Sri Ram, Treasurer, Mr. V. S. Rawat, Member. =
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Norin Nenkin

—Pension Associlation for
Isitf Employees of Agricultural,

Forestry and Fishery

Cooperative Organisations™®

Introduction

There is a variety of social security systems in
Japan. Medical insurance and pension schemes
are the largest among them and they cover a large
section of the population. Medical insurance
schemes cover more than 100 million people which
is nearly the total population of Japan. Pension
schemes of workers including employers cover 53
million individuals according to the figures in
March 1972. Pension schemes of Japan consist of
7 occupational pension systems established for
workers of specific professions or occupations and
2 general pension systems. The pension system for
the employees of Agricultural, Forestry and Fishery
Cooperative Organisations NORIN-NENKIN falls
in the category of occupational pension system.
This scheme covers 8 per cent of the total number
of people covered under all pension systems.

Motivation and Voluntary Campaign for
Establishment

In the postw-ar period the most urgent national
task was to restore the agricultural and fishing
industries devastated by the war in order to ensure
essential food supplies for the nation. In this
national task agricultural cooperatives including
fishery and forestry cooperatives in villages and
towns with their federations at prefectural and
national levels, made every possible effort to help
their members in increasing agricultural production
and improving their standard of living. The role
played by these cooperatives in the post-war econo-
mic reconstruction was praiseworthy and to this
cooperative endeavour, officials and employees
made a significant contribution.

Inspite of the great contribution of the employees
towards the growth of the cooperatives they were
not sufficiently remunerated and the protection
offered to them in retirement when compared to

#Prepared by Mr. Tokusada Murami, General Secretary of

Institute for the Development of Agricultural Cooperation
in Asia (IDACA). Mr. Murami has held the post of
Chief, Administration and Accounting Section and Manager,
Welfare Business and Administration Department of
NORIN-NENKIN Association before he became the
General Secretary of IDACA in 1971.
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that offered to workers in the industrial sector was
very little. It was due to the fact that the financial
condition of agricultural cooperatives was not
strong enough to pay wages comparable with the
industrial sector though the achievements in the
field of agricultural production were noteworthy.

Head Office of NORIN NENKIN Association.

Economic development in the post-war period
was largely due to the remarkable industrial
development, which necessitated recruiting of capa-
ble workers for management in the industrial sector.
Many industries offered temptingly better terms of
working conditions, higher salaries and other bene-
fits which attracted competent employees of agricul-
tural cooperatives to the industrial sector. This
was a fatal blow for agricultural cooperatives.

In order to overcome this situation measures
had to be taken to make employment in the coope-



rative sector more attractive and secure.
many measures adopted the employees
scheme started in 1953 was a major one.

Among
pension

In 1955 a special campaign was initiated to
establish an agricultural cooperative workers
pension scheme. The idea of the pension scheme
had been discussed since 1950 at the national con-
ferences of the League of Agricultural Cooperative
Officials and Employees which is a country-wide
study group for management improvement. The
key promoters of this idea were the active leaders in
the Central Union and Prefectural Unions of
Agricultural Cooperatives.

During 1955 and 1956, preparatory work for
establishing NORIN-NENKIN such as collection of
basic data, fact-finding survey of agricultural coope-
rative officials and employees and the tabulation of
data were carried out by the League. The cam-
paign reached its peak in 1957 and streneous efforts
were made in organizing various meetings and filing
a petition for introduction of a bill in the Parlia-
ment. All the costs of the Campaign were met by
voluntary contributions from agricultural coopera-
tives and individual workers. More than 100 meet-
ings were held in this connection and more than
500,000 persons including family members of the
employees signed the petition. The total number
of officials and employees of agricultural coopera-
tives at that time was 270,000.

The campaign supported by the entire movement
could persuade the Government to enact a bill for
the creation of NORIN-NENKIN.  The bill was
passed by the Parliament on 31st March 1958. After
9 months of preparation from April 1958, Pension
Association for Employees of Agricultural, Forestry
and Fishery Cooperative Organisation (NORIN-
NENKIN Association) was officially established
and started to function on 1st January 1959.

Organisation

All the officials and employees of agricultural,
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forestry and fishery organisations which are estab-
lished under the special Laws automatically become
members of the NORIN-NENKIN Association.
The main functions of NORIN-NENKIN are to
make payment of pension or alternatively a lump
sum at the time of retirement of members and to
engage in various activities for the promotion of the
welfare of members. The Association isa semi-
government agency.

The Association has been in existence for the
last 16 years and has progressively improved its
services to the members.

Membership
The total membership of the Association is
438,000, out of which 84 per cent are agricultural

cooperative officials and employees and 10 per cent
are those of fishery and forestry cooperatives.

System of Payment

The members of the Association are entitled to
draw pension on retirement at the age of 55, for the
rest of their life in case they have served more than
20 years in an organisation specified in the Pension
Association Law. In case of those who have served
for a period less than 20 years a lump sum payment
is made on retirement.

The amount of the pension is as follows :

(@) AIll those who retire after more than 20
years of service are paid 40 per cent of their
annual salary at the time of retirement.

(b) Additional 15 per cent of their annual
salary is paid for each year of service over
20 years, subject to that maximum payment
will not exceed 70 per cent of their annual
salary at the time of retirement.

Average length of service of those retired in

Holiday homes of the Association.
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1974-75 was 21 years and
Yen 150,000 or US $ 500 per month. Accordingly,
the average amount of pension they draw is
Yen 747,000 (USS 2,490) a year or USS 208 per
month. However, a considerable number of persons
have served much longer periods and have become
entitled to draw larger pensions, some of them
drawing as much as 400 to 500 US Dollars per
month.  Total amount of payment has increased
year after year and it reached Yen 18,800 million
(or USS 63 million) in 1974-75.

their average salary

Premium

Financial resources of the Association are the
premiums equally shared by employees and em-
ployers of the organisations concerned and
government subsidies. Total premium income during
1974-75 was Yen 40,700 million or USS 136
million.

Fund Operation

The balance between income (i.e. premiums and
subsidies) and expenditures (i.e. payment of pen-
sion) is operated as a reserve fund. The interest
earned is also added on to the reserve fund. The
reserve fund is invested in the following ways :

(a) Deposit with the Central

Cooperative Bank
and other Banks.

(b) Bond and securities.
(c) Investment in real property.

(d) Low rate-interest loans to agriculture,

forestry and fishery organisations and their
employees.

(e) Construction of accommodation facilities in
holiday and health resorts for the use by
members of the Association.

At the end of March 1975, the total amount of
the reserve fund was Yen 250,700 million or USS
836 million, out of which 85% was held in the form
of securities and 14% have been used for loans and

construction of buildings for holiday homes, health
clinics etc.

Activities for the Promotion of Welfare

NORIN-NENKIN Association maintains hostels,
facilities for improvement of health like health
clinics and facilities for recreation like holiday
homes for members and it extends loans to members
at low rate of interest for purposes intended to
promote members’ welfare.

NORIN-NENKIN Association owns accommo-
dation facilities in 12 holiday and health resorts for
the use by members at reasonable prices. Utiliza-
tion ratio of these facilities is 50% and out of this
87% is used by members. Most of the holiday
homes are located in places where there are hot-
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springs, beautiful landscape and skiing facilities.
There is one situated in the central part of Tokyo.
It has not only accommodation rooms but also
rooms for conferences, meetings, banquets, wedding
receptions, etc.

The representative meeting of the Association in progress.

The Association maintains a health clinic with
466 beds in a hot spring resort at Kageyu Spa in
Nagano Prefecture. This was established in 1963.
This hot spring is very effective for hyperpiesia and
the clinic has a very good record in curing hyperpi-
esia patients. This clinic is well known especially,
for its excellent up-to-date equipment for rehabili-
tation.

Loaning to individual members started from
1965 for purposes such as education of children,
housing, weddings and funerals. According to
figures at the end of March 1975, 99 per cent of the
loans were given for housing. This speaks for the
valuable services rendered by the Association in
solving the housing problem of the employees of
agricultural cooperative organisations.

The Association established in Tokyo in 1965 a
dormitory which can accommodate 96 students.
Many children of members come to Tokyo for
studies and the members have to bear a very heavy
financial burden for accommodating them in the
capital city due to the acute shortage of housing
situation. In view of this the Association decided
to provide these students with accommodation faci-
lities at reasonable cost in order to reduce the
financial burden of their parents.

Management of NORIN-NENKIN Association

Annual business programme and the budget
are decided at the representatives meeting which
consists of 45 representatives elected from among
member employers and the same number of repre-
sentatives elected from member employees. The
president and 12 members of the Board of Directors
are elected at the representatives meeting. The
President nominates 2 full-time directors from
among the elected directors to assist the President
in conducting day to day management. Board of
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The Association office at work.

Directors meeting is on principle held once a month.
The President convenes the representatives meeting
after the close of financial year to get approval for
the business and the financial reports of the year.
The Association also has 2 elected auditors. One
of them works full-time. On account of the
legal nature of the Association as a semi-govern-
ment agency, it is required to obtain the approval
of the Minister for Agriculture and Forestry for the
budget, and the financial report. The elected offi-
cials also should be approved by the Minister before
their assumption of office.

There are 205 male and female employees in the
NORIN NENKIN Association. Because of the
large volume of work, the Association has compute-
rized its accounting etc., since 1964.

Problems confronted

It is important and desirable to maintain a
correct balance between income and expenditure.
The increase in prices of consumer goods caused
by the inflation in recent years has effectively caused
substantial devaluation of the reserve funds of pen-
sion Associotions and has affected seriously all the
pension systems in Japan. In order to maintain the
same level of living standard of pensioners under
the prevailing economic situation, it has become
imperative for all pension systems to increase
pension payment in relation to price increases. A
certain amount has been increased every year but
that is not sufficient to off-set the price increases.
On the other hand, as the premium to be paid by
members has also increased due to inflation,
members request reduction in the premium rate.
This problem is getting the urgent attention of the
Association. [

M. J. Lane Passes Away

Mr. M. J. Lane, President of the Coope-
rative Federation of Australia, died in the
Perth Hospital on Tuesday, 25th November
1975. Mr. Lane was ailing for some time
and was admitted to the Perth Hospital for
treatment.

The death of Mr. Lane is a great loss to
the Cooperative Movement of Australia as a
whole and a personal loss to many of his
good friends and his family.

He died in office as President of the
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of Australia—an
nurtured and led to
He had the satisfaction of seeing
one of his aims realised, the establishment of
a professionally staffed full-time Secretariat
operating in Canberra.

Cooperative Federation
organisation he
maturity.

The ICA Regional Council for S-E Asia
mourned the death of Mr. Lane, of which
he was a member, and sent a condolence
message to the Cooperative Movement of
Australia and the bereaved family.
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ILO Recommendation Xo. 127

Mr. P.E. Weeraman, ICA Regional Director for
South-East Asia, conveying the greetings of the
ICA at the ninth ILO Regional Conference held in
Colombo from September 30 to October 9, 1975
referred, inter alia, to the ILO recommendation
No. 127 of 1966, which called upon governments of
the developing countries to promote the Coopera-
tive Movement but “without effect on their inde-
pendence”, and suggested that the ILO should
make a study of how this recommendation has been
implemented. He said

“Mr. President, | am very grateful to you for
the very kind words you said about me just now.

I would at the outset extend to you, Mr.
President, my congratulations not only on your
election as President but also on the excellence of
the arrangements made for this conference.

It gives me great pleasure to convey to this con-
ference the greetings of the International Coopera-
tive Alliance and its Regional Office for South-East
Asia of which | have the honour to be the Regional
Director.

The International Cooperative Alliance has had
the privilege of working in close collaboration with
the ILO. These ties have been recently strengthen-
ed by the formation of the COPAC—the Committee
for the Promotion of Aid to Cooperatives, of which
ILO and ICA are among the founder members. We,
in the Regional Office for South-East Asia, have
established a close liaison with the Regional Office
of the ILO in Bangkok and its Area Office in New
Delhi. We meet periodically in Bangkok or New
Delhi to review matters of common concern. |
would take this opportunity to thank the various
ILO officers in Bangkok and New Delhi for their
cooperation and also to congratulate the former
Regional Director Dr. S. K. Jain on his well-
deserved promotion.

Our discussions have been of mutual benefit as
I am sure my ILO friends will admit. Now | want
to suggest that regular periodical conferences should
be held in each country betweea the ILo represen-
tative in that country and the National NGOs
interested in I1LO’s activities in that country.
This would be a way of bringing the ILO closer to
the peoples of these countries and of giving more

meaning to the association of International NGOs
with the Regional Conferences of the ILO. Also,
if the decisions and recommendations of the

Regional Conferences are presented to the National
N. G. Os of each country, these deliberations at the
regional level will have a much wider impact than
now, for after all it is the National NGOs who
can carry the message to the people.
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We are grateful to the ILO for its Recommend-
ation No. 127 of 1966, which has laid down exce-
llent guidelines for the Governments in their task
of promoting the Cooperative Movement. But |
would respectfully submit that almost all the
governments of the Developing countries of this
region have overlooked this recommendation. To-
day most Governments see cooperatives as their
agents for the distribution or procurement of essen-
tial requirements , and therefore exercise various
powers which are not in accordance with the charac-
ter of cooperatives as voluntary autonomous and
democratic institutions of the people functioning
as agents of the people for the satisfaction of their
common economic needs on the basis ofjoint self-
help and elimination of middle-man profits. The
governments have apparently lost sight of the
value of cooperatives as institutions for social
change by developing the self-reliance of the people
and by training the people in the processes of demo-
cracy and thereby making political democracy
meaningful.

Mr P. E. Weeraman at the ILO Conference.

I would humbly suggest to the ILO that they
carry out a study of the implementation of this
excellent Recommendation, since the proper party
for reminding the governments of this recommend-
ation is the ILO, as the governments are its
members.

I am sure that such a study will meet with gene-
ral acceptance as was found by us when the ICA
Regional Office for South-East Asia made a study
of “Indian Cooperative Laws vis-a-vis Cooperative

Principles.” The Minister in charge of Coopera-
tive Development in the Government of India not
only wrote its foreword and ceremonially released

the book but also presented to a conference of
Ministers of Cooperation of the Indian States a set
of guidelines for the reform of State Cooperative
laws, acknowledging that these guidelines had been
drawn up on the basis of our book.
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I am aware that a Recommendation is not bind-
ing on a Government as is a Convention. How-
ever there is a moral binding on ILO’s members to
give serious consideration to a Recommendation.
Therefore 1 would suggest to the ILO to make a
study of how this recommendation has been follow-
ed. Such a study is sure to receive the earnest
consideration of every government concerned and |
am sure it will be very rewarding for any govern-
ment to study such a report. As the President has
mentioned Mr. Bandaranaike just now, | wish to
say here what Mr. Bandaranaike said to me as
Commissioner of Cooperative Development when he
included the Cooperative Department in his Prime
Ministry. He said “I want a Movement that grows
from the bottom upwards, not a movement that
grows from the top downwards.”

Today due to the failure of most governments
of the Developing Countries in this region to re-
cognize the cooperative method as the best method
of developing self-reliance and faith in democracy
among the people, cooperatives are no more than
agents of the governments. The result is that the
weak, who banded themselves together and set up
a cooperative to be their agent vis-a-vis the capi-
talistic middie-men and even the government now
find themselves facing their cooperative in its new
role as the government’s agent and not as their
agent, and so have once again to fend for them-
selves. Most of the powers which the governments
have acquired for themselves are contrary to the
Cooperative Principles. When the very laws en-
acted to facilitate the development of a cooperative
movement violate the Principles of Cooperation,
there is no room for the growth of a genuine Co-
operative Movement. Due to the virtual manage-
ment of Cooperatives by the governments coopera-
tive failures are really government failures. |If
proper advice is not given by the ILO and followed
by the governments concerned, cooperatives will
turn out to be the media for regimentation and not
what they should be, namely, the media for the
promotion of the social and economic rights of the
people.”

This famous Recommendation is reproduced
below for the readers’ convenience of reference

Recommendation 127

Recommendation concerning the Role of Coope-
ratives in the Economic and Social Development of
Developing Countries.1
the

The General Conference of International

Labour Organisation,

Having been convened at Geneva by the Governing
Body of the International Labour Office, and
having met in its Fiftieth Session on 1 June 1966,
and

1. Adopted on 21 June 1966 by 317 votes to 0, with 6
abstentions.
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Having decided upon the adoption of certain pro-
posals with regard to the role of cooperatives in
the economic and social development of deve-
loping countries, which is the fourth item on
the agenda of the session, and

Having determined that these proposals shall take

the form of a Recommendation,

adopts this twenty-first day of June of the year one
thousand nine hundred and sixty-six the follow-
ing Recommendation, which may be cited as the
Cooperatives (Developing Countries) Recommenda-
tion, 1966 :

I. Scope

1. This Recommendation applies to all cate-
gories of cooperatives, including consumer coopera-
tives, land improvement cooperatives, agricultural
productive and processing cooperatives, rural
supply cooperatives, agricultural marketing coope-
ratives, fishery cooperatives, service cooperatives,
handicrafts cooperatives, workers’ productive co-
operatives, labour contracting cooperatives, coope-
rative thrift and credit societies and banks, hous-
ing cooperatives, transport cooperatives, insurance
cooperatives and health cooperatives.

Il. Objectives of Policy Concerning cooperatives

2. The establishment and growth of coopera-
tives should be regarded as one of the important
instruments for economic, social and cultural deve-
lopment as well as human advancement in develop-
ing countries.

3. In nparticular, cooperatives should be
established and developed as a means of
(a) improving the economic, social and cultu-

ral situation of persons of limited resources
and opportunities as well as encouraging
their spirit of initiative ;
(b) increasing personal and national capital
resources by the encouragement of thrift,
by eliminating usury and by the sound use
of credit ;

(c) contributing to the economy an increased
measure of democratic control of economic
activity and of equitable distribution of
surplus;

(d) increasing national income, export revenues
and employment by a fuller utilisation of
resources, for instance in the implementa-
tion of systems of agrarian reform and of
land settlement aimed at bringing fresh
areas into productive use and in the deve-
lopment of modern industries, preferably
scattered, processing local raw materials,

(e) improving social conditions, and supple-
menting social services in such fields as
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housing and, where appropriate,
education and communications ;

health,

(f) helping to raise the level of general and
technical knowledge of their members.

4. Governments of developing countries should
formulate and carry out a policy under which co-
operatives receive aid and encouragement, of an
economic, financial, technical, legislative or other
character, without effect on their independence.

5. (1) In elaborating such a policy, regard
should be had to economic and social conditions,
to available resources and to the role which coope-
ratives can play in the development of the country
concerned.

(2) The policy should be integrated in deve-
lopment plans in so far as this is consistent with
the essential features of cooperatives.

6. The policy should be kept under review and
adapted to changes in social and economic needs
and to technological progress.

7. Existing cooperatives should be associated
with the formulation and, where possible, applica-
tion of the policy.

8. The cooperative movement should be en-
couraged to seek the collaboration in the formula-
tion and, where appropriate, application of the
policy, of organisations with common objectives.

9. (1) The governments concerned should
associate cooperatives on the same basis as other
undertakings with the formulation of national eco-
nomic plans and other general economic measures,
at least whenever such plans and measures are liable
to affect their activities. Cooperatives should also
be associated with the application of such plans
and measures in so far as this is consistent with their
essential characteristics.

(2) For the purposes provided in Paragraph 7
and Paragraph 9, subparagraph (1), of this Recom-
mendation, federations of cooperatives should be
empowered to represent their member societies at
the local, regional and national levels.

I11. Methods of Implementation of Policy
concerning cooperatives

A. Legislation

10. AIl appropriate measures,
consultation
taken :

including the
of existing cooperatives, should be

(a) to detect and eliminate provisions contain-
ed in laws and regulations which may have
the effect of unduly restricting the develop-
ment of cooperatives through discrimina-
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tion, for instance in regard to taxation
or the allocation of licences and quotas, or
through failure to take account of the
special character of cooperatives or of the
particular rules of operation of cooperatives;

(b) to avoid the inclusion of such provisions in
future laws and regulations;

(c) to adapt fiscal laws aud regulations to the
special conditions of cooperatives.

11. There should be laws or regulations speci-
fically concerned with the establishment and func-
tioning of cooperatives, and with the protection of
their right to operate on not less than equal terms
with other forms of enterprises. These laws or
regulations should preferably be applicable to all
categories of cooperatives.

12. (1) Such
any case
matters:

laws and
include

regulations should in
provisions on the following

(a) a definition or description of a cooperative
bringing out its essentia! characteristics, na-
mely that it is an association of persons who
have voluntarily joined together to achieve a
common objective and through the formation
of a democratically controlled organisation,
making equitable contributions to the capi-
tal required and accepting a fair share of
the risks and benefits of the undertaking in
which the members actively participate;

(b) a description of the objects of a cooperative,
and procedures for its establishment and
registration, the amendment of its statutes,
and its dissolution ;

(c) the conditions of membership, such as the
maximum amount of each share and, where
appropriate, the proportion of the share
due at the moment of subscription and the
time allowed for full payment, as well as
the rights and duties of members, which
would be laid down in greater detail in the
bye-laws of cooperatives ;

(d) methods of administration, management
and internal audit, and procedures for the
establishment and functioning of competent
organs;

(e) the protection of the name “cooperative”

(f) machinery for the external audit and guid-
ance of cooperative and for the enforce-

ment of the laws and regulations.

(2) The procedures provided for in such
regulations, in particular the procedures for regis-
tration, should be as simple and practical as possi-
ble, so as not to hinder the creation and develop-
ment of cooperatives.

laws or

13. Laws and regulations concerning coopera-
tives should authorise cooperatives to federate.
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B. Education and Training

14.  Measures should be taken to disseminate a
knowledge of the principles, methods, possibilities
and limitations of cooperatives as widely as possible
among the peoples of developing countries.

15. Appropriate instruction on the subjeet
should be given not only in cooperative schools,
colleges and other specialised centres but also in
educational institutions such as—

(a) universities and centres of higher education;
(b) teachers’training colleges ;

(c) agricultural schools and other vocational
educational establishments and workers’
education centres ;

(d) secondary schools ;

(e) primary schools.

16. (1) With a view to promoting practical
experience in cooperative principles and methods
the formation and operation of student cooperatives
in schools and colleges should be encouraged.

(2) Similarly, workers’ organisations and crafts-
men’s associations should be encouraged and helped
in the implementation of plans for the promotion
of cooperatives.

17. Steps should be taken, in the first place at
the local level, to familiarise the adult population
with the principles, methods and possibilities of
cooperatives.

18. Full use should be made of such media for
instruction as text-books, lectures, seminars, study
and discussion groups, mobile instructors guided
tours of cooperative undertakings, the press, films,
radio and television and other media of mass-com-

munication. These should be adapted to the
particular conditions of each country.
19. (1) Provision should he made both for

appropriate technical training and for training in
cooperative principles and methods of persons who
will be-and, where necessary, of persons who are-
office bearers or members of the staffs of coopera-
tives, as well as of their advisers and publicists.

(2) Where existing facilities are
specialised colleges or schools should be established
to provide such training, which should be given by
specialised teachers or leaders of the cooperative
movement with teaching materials adapted to the
requirements of the country; if such specialised
institutions cannot be established, special courses
on cooperation should be given either by corres-
pondence or in such establishments as schools of
accountancy, schools of administration and schools
of commerce.
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inadequate, 24.

3) The use of special programmes of practical

training should be one of the means of contributing
to the education and basic and further training of
members of cooperatives these programmes should
take into account local cultural conditions; and
the need to disseminate literacy and knowledge of
elementary arithmetic.

C. Aid to Cooperatives
Financial Aid

20. (1) Where necessary, financial aid from
outside should be given to cooperatives when they
initiate their activities or encounter financial obsta-
cles to growth or transformation.

(2) Such aid should not entail any obligations
contrary to the independence or interests of coopera-
tives, and should be designed to encourage rather
than replace the initiative and effort of the mem-
bers of cooperatives.

21. (1) Such aid should take the form of loans
or credit guarantees.

(2) Grants and reductions
from taxes may also be provided, in
help finance—

in or exemptions
particular, to

(@) publicity, promotional and educational
campaigns;
(b) certain clearly defined tasks in the public

interest.

22. Where such aid cannot be provided by the
cooperative movement, it should preferably be given
by the State or other public bodies, although it may,
if necessary, come from private institutions  Such
aid should be coordinated so as to avoid over-
lapping and dispersal of resources.

23. (1) Grants and tax exemptions or reduc-
tions should be subject to conditions prescribed
by national laws or regulations and relating in

particular to the use to be made of the aid and
the amount thereof; the conditions of loans and
credit guarantees may be determined in each case.

(2) The competent
that the use of financial aid and,
loan, its repayment are adequately

authority should ensure
in the case of a
supervised.

(1) Financial aid from public or semi-public
sources should be channelled through a national
cooperative bank or, failing that, another central
cooperative institution capable of assuming respon-
sibility for its use and, where appropriate, repay-
ment; pending the establishment of such institutions
the aid may be given directly to individual
cooperatives.

(2) Subject to the provisions of paragraph 20,
subparagraph (2) of this Recommendation, financial
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aid from private institutions may be given directly
to individual cooperatives.

Administrative Aid

25.  While it is essential that the management
and administration of a cooperative be, from the
outset, the responsibility of the members and per-
sons elected by them, the competent authority
should, in appropriate cases and normally for an
initial period only—

(a) assist the cooperative in obtaining and re-
munerating competent staff;

(b) place at the disposal of
persons competent to
advice.

the cooperative
give guidance and

26. (1) Generally, cooperatives should be able to
obtain guidance and advice, which respect their auto-
nomy and the responsibilities of their members, their
organs and their staff, on matters relating to mana-
gement and administration, as well as on technical
matters.

(2) Such guidance and advice should preferably
be given by a federation of cooperatives or by the
competent authority.

D. Supervision and Responsibility for Implementation

27. (1) Cooperatives should be
form of supervision designed to ensure that they
carry on their activities in conformity with the
objects for which they were established and in
accordance with the law.

subject to a

(2) Supervision should preferably be
responsibility of a federation of cooperatives or of
the competent authority.

28. Auditing of the accounts of cooperatives
affiliated to a federation of cooperative should be the
responsibility of that federation; pending the establi-
shment of such a federation, or where a federation
is unable to provide this service, the competent
authority or a qualified independent body should
assume the task.

29. The measures referred to in paragraphs
27 and 28 of this Recommendation should be so
planned and carried out as to —

(a)

ensure good management and administra-
tion of cooperatives;

(b)
(c)

protect third parties;

provide an opportunity of completing the
education and training of the office bearers
and members of the staff of cooperatives
through practice and through critical
examination of mistakes.
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30. (1) The functions of promoting coopera-
tives, providing for education concerning coopera-
tives and for the training of office-bearers and
members of the staff of cooperatives, and giving aid
in their organisation and functioning, should
preferably be performed by one central body so as
to ensure coherent action.

(2) The performance of these functions should
preferably be the responsibility of a federation of
cooperatives; pending the establishment of such a
body the competent authority or, where appro-

priate, other qualified bodies, should assume the
task.
31. (1) The functions referred to in Paragraph

30 of this Recommendation should, wherever possi-
ble, be discharged as full-time work.

&)
have received training specifically directed towards
the exercise of such functions; such training should
be provided by specialised institutions or, wherever
suitable, through specialised courses in schools and
colleges referred to in Paragraph 19 of this
Recommendation.

32. The competent authority should collect and
publish at least once a year a report and statistics
relating to the operations and growth of coopera-
tives in the national economy,

33.  Where the services of federations of coope-
ratives or of other existing institutions cannot ade-
quately meet the need for research, exchange of
experience and publications, special institutions,
serving the entire country or several regions, should,
if possible, be established.

the

IV. International Collaboration

34. (1) Members should, to the greatest extent
possible, collaborate in providing aid and encoura-
gement to cooperatives in developing countries.

(2) Such collaboration should be envisaged—

(a) between developing countries;

(b) between countries of a particular region,
especially within the framework of regional
organisations, where such exist; and

(c) between countries with an old-established
cooperative movement and developing
countries.

(3) As appropriate, the help of national coope-

rative organisations should be enlisted for such
collaboration, and use should be made, particularly
with a view to the coordination of international
effort, of international cooperative organisations and
other interested international bodies.
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(4) The
measures as—

(a) the increased provision of technical assis-
tance to the cooperative movement of
developing countries, wherever possible in
the form of coordinated programmes invol-
ving different agencies, both inter-govern-
mental and non-governmental;

(b) the preparation and supply of information,
textbooks, audio-visual aids and analogous
material to assist in the drafting of legis-
lation in instruction on cooperation and in
the training of office bearers and qualified
staffs of cooperatives,

(c) the exchange of qualified personnel;
(d) the grant of fellowships,

(e) the organisation of international seminars
and discussion groups:

(f) the inter-cooperative exchange of goods and
SEervices;

(g) the initiation of systematic research into the
structure, working methods and problems
of cooperative movements in developing
countries.

V. Special provisions concerning the role of coopera-
tives in dealing with particular problems

35. It should be recognised that cooperatives
may, in certain circumstances, have a special role
to play in dealing with particular problems of deve-
loping countries.

36. Suggestions illustrating the use which may
be made of various forms of cooperatives in the
successful implementation of agrarian reform and
in the improvement in the level of living of the
beneficiaries are set forth in the Annex to this
Recommendation.

Annex

(1) In view of their importance as a means of
promoting general economic and social progress
and as a means of directly associating the rural
population with the development process, as well as
in view of their educational and cultural value.
Cooperatives should be considered as having a vital
rote to play in programmes of agrarian reform.

(2) Cooperatives should be used as a means of
assessing the problems and interests of the rural
population in the planning and preparation of agrari-
an reform measures. They should also serve for
channelling information among agriculturists and
making the purposes, principles and methods of
such reforms understood.

(3) Particular attention should be paid to the
development of appropriate forms of cooperatives
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collaboration should extend to sucladapted to the various patterns and phases of agra-

rian reform. They should enable cultivators to
operate holdings efficiently and productively and
allow for the greatest possible initiative and parti-
cipation of the membership.

(4) Where appropriate, suitable voluntary
forms of cooperative land use should be encouraged.
These forms may range from the organisation of
certain services and farming operations in common
to the complete pooling of land, labour and
equipment.

(5) Wherever appropriate the voluntary con-
solidation of fragmentary holdings through coope-
ratives should be encouraged.

(6) In cases where measures are being envisa-
ged for the transfer of ownership or division of
large estates, due consideration should be given to
the organisation by the beneficiaries of cooperative
systems of holding or cultivation.

(7) The establishment of cooperatives should
also be considered in connection with land settle-
ment schemes, especially as regards land reclamation
and improvement measures and the organisation of
joint services and joint farming operations for
settlers.

(8) Development of cooperative thrift and
credit societies and cooperative banks should be
encouraged among the beneficiaries of agrarian
reforms as well as among other small farmers for
the purpose of:

(a) providing loans to cultivators for the pur-
chase of equipment and other farm requisites,

(b) encouraging and assisting cultivators to
save and accumulate capital,

(c) advancing loans to, and promoting thrift
among agricultural families, including those
of hired workers, who normally would not
have access to established sources of credit,

(d) facilitating the implementation of special
governmental credit schemes through an
efficient channelling of loans to beneficiaries
and appropriate supervision of the use made
of such loans and of their timely
reimbursement.

(9) The development of supply, marketing or
multi-purpose of

(a) the joint purchase and supply of farm requi-
sites of good quality on favourable terms;

(b) the supply of basic domestic requirements
for all categories of agricultural workers:

(c) the joint conditioning, processing and mar-
keting of agricultural products.
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(10) Encouragement should be given to the
development of cooperatives providing farmers with
other services such as the joint use of farm machi-
nery, electrification, livestock breeding, the provi-
sion of veterinary and pest control services,
facilities for irrigation, and crop and livestock
insurance.

(11) With a view to improving employment
opportunities, working conditions and income,
landless agricultural workers should be assisted,
where appropriate, to organise themselves volunta-

rily into labour contracting cooperatives.

(12) Agricultural  cooperatives of different
localities in areas in which agrarian reforms are
being implemented should be encouraged to combine
their activities where this is economically advanta-
geous.

(13) Due consideration should also be given
to the encouragement and development of other
types of cooperative activities providing full or
part-time non-agricultural employment for members
of farmers’ families (for instance, crafts, home or
cottage industries) adequate distribution of consu-
mer goods, and social services which the State may
not always be in a position to provide (for instance,
health, education, culture, recreation or transport).

(14) The interchange and dissemination of
information on the methods, possibilities and
limitation of cooperatives in relation to agrarian
reform should be encouraged by all possible means
so that the experience acquired may be made
available to the largest possible number of countries.

The foregoing is the authentic text of the
Recommendation duly adopted by the General Con-
ference of the International Labour Organisation
during its Fiftieth Session which was held at Geneva
and declared closed the twenty-second day of
June 1966.

IN FAITH WHEREOF we have appended our
signatures this twenty-fourth day of June 1966.

The President of the Conference,

L. CHAIJN

The Director-General of the

Labour Office

International

DAVID A. MORSE

ICA'REGIONAL BULLETIN

Resolution concerning the role of cooperatives
in economic and social development*

The General Conference of the
Labour Organisation,

International

Considering the primordial importance of coope-
ratives in economic and social development,

Considering the adoption by the International
Labour Conference at its 50th Session of a
Recommendation concerning the role of cooperative
action :

Invites member States—

1 To provide periodically information to the
interested national and international orga-
nisations concerning cooperative action in
their respective countries;

2. To give due consideration to the idea of
international cooperative banking with a
view to increasing the availability of finan-
cial aid from international sources for
cooperative development. In collaboration
with the appropriate international organisa-
tions and taking into account the existing
institutions working in the field, Members
should accordingly undertake a survey of
needs and possibilities, including the feasi-
bility of establishing an international bank-
ing institution for this particular purpose.

Resolution Concerning the Role of Cooperatives in
the Economic and Social Development of Deve-
loping Countries**

The General Conference of the
Labour organisation,

International

Considering the primordial importance of coope-
ratives in economic and social development,

Considering the adoption by the International
Labour Conference at its 50th Session of a Recom-
mendation concerning the role of cooperatives
in the economic and social development of develop-
ing countries,

Taking into consideration the necessity of con-
certed and coordinated international action in
order to raise standards of living and employment
by cooperative action;

Invites the international bodies concerned, to
the greatest possible extent, to collaborate amongst
themselves and with the member States in aiding
and encouraging the promotion of cooperatives in
developing countries.

*Adopted on 20th June
5 abstentions.

**Adopted on 20th June 1966 by 212 votes to 0 with 5
abstentions.

1966 by 212 votes to 0 with

51



Regional News Roundup

India

ALL INDIA COOPERATIVE WEEK

The National Cooperative Union of India and
the State Cooperative Unions in India celebrated
the All India Cooperative Week from 14th to 20th
November 1975. The week was inaugurated in Delhi
by Shri A. C. George, Minister of State for Industry
and Civil Supplies, Government of India. Shri
George emphasised the role of cooperatives in ensu-
ring equitable distribution of essential commodities
and called upon the cooperatives to develop youth-
ful team of cooperative leaders to enable the youth to
contribute their mite for the community’s welfare.
The week long celebrations were divided into All
India Cooperative Day, the Agricultural Coopera-
tion Day. Industrial Cooperation Day, Consumer
Cooperation Day, Women’s Day, 20-Point Economic
Programme Day, and Youth Day and dealt with
problems faced by the different sectors of the coope-
rative movement in India.

ALL INDIA CONFERENCE OF CHIEF EXECU-
TIVE OFFICERS AND EDUCATION OFFICERS

An All India Conference of Chief Executive
Officers and Education Officers of State Cooperative
Unions was held in New Delhi on 27th and 28th
November 1975. The Conference was organised by
the National Cooperative Union of India. The
Conference was inaugurated by Shri A.C George,
Minister of State for Industry and Civil Supplies,
Government of India and was presided over by Mr
R. G. Tiwari, President of the NCUI.

PLANS TO PRODUCE CONSUMER GOODS IN
CO-OP SECTOR

The Department of Civil Supplies and Coopera-
tion is evolving a strategy to produce consumer
goods of mass consumption in the cooperative sector
primarily to cater to the needs of middle and lower
income groups.

The items include bread, cotton and woollen
hosier, goods, washing soap, detergents, electric
bulbs, toothpaste and tooth brushes. Consumer Co-
operatives will participate in the venture in three
ways.

First, these cooperatives will undertake produc-
tion in collaboration with the existing public or
private sector units which have spare capacity.
Secondly through installation of captive units by
cooperatives and thirdly, through marketing of qua-
lity goods produced by the public and private
sector units, on preferential terms to pass on the
price benefit to the consumers.

52

The State Governments and the State Cooperative
Consumers Federations will identify items suitable
for being produced by the consumer cooperatives
and formulate proposals for setting up of such
units. The possibility of setting up the units by one
or more cooperatives in a group or by the National
Cooperative Consumers’ Federation in collaboration
with the State federations are also being worked
out.

Consumer Federation has
formulated a proposal for setting up of a woollen
hosiery unit at Ludhiana. The Andhra Pradesh
Consumers Federation has a proposal to set up a
unit to manufacture detergent powder and synthe-
tic heavy liquid detergents and toothpaste.

The Punjab State

Talks have been held with representatives of
several State Governments, including Andhra
Pradesh, Tamilnadu, Punjab, and Rajasthan, and
State Consumers Cooperative Federations etc. to
explore the possibilities for setting up of small
manufacturing units in the cooperative sector.

Possibilities of arrangements between the NCCF
and selected State-level consumer cooperative
federations to set up mechanised bakery units with
technical and managerial collaboration with Modern
Bakeries are being examined.

The Karnataka and Kerala State Consumer
Cooperative Federations are considering production
collaboration with the soap factories in their States.
Various other proposals are also under different
stages of consideration.

COOPERATIVES TO DO FAMILY PLANNING
WORK

A scheme to involve cooperatives in population
planning and family welfare is to be implemented
during the next three years at a cost of Rs. 8.3
million.

The scheme has been drawn by the National Co-
operative Union of India (NCUI) on the recom-
mendation by a national seminar last year organised
jointly by the International Labour Organisation,
Government of India and the NCUI.

The scheme envisages active participation of
cooperatives in education of their members, pros-
pective members and their families in family
planning programmes, procurement and distribu-
tion of educational and publicity materials, sale
and distribution of family planning devices and
organisation of family planning camps.

To begin with, the scheme will be operated with

instructors and 100 more instructors will be
added every year. The NCUI will select 100 distri-
cts every year in consultation with the State co-
operative  unions and state family planning
departments.

100
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There will be one national level committee and
State level committee for the planning, guidance
and reviewing the implementation of the scheme.

The expenditure for operating
estimated at Rs. 1,385,000 in 1976-77, Rs.
2,780,000 in 1977-78 and Rs. 4.159,000 in 1978-79.
During the three years, about 2,880,000 persons are
expected to be trained by the instructors.

the scheme is

EXPERT GROUP ON TEACHING OF
COOPERATION IN UNIVERSITY

The Committee for Cooperative Training has
constituted an Expert-Group to go into the syllabi
of the subject of Cooperation taught in the Universi-
ties/Colleges and Higher Secondary schools, with a
view to bring out a standard note on the syllabi of
Cooperation for the guidance of these institutions.
The Group is headed by Shri D.P. Nayar, Educati-
on Adviser, Planning Commission. The Director,
National Institute of Cooperative Management
Poona, has been appointed as Member-Convenor
of the group which has been asked to submit its
report by 31st March, 1976.

DELHI UNIVERSITY TO INTRODUCE
COOPERATIVE TEACHING

The University of Delhi has decided to introduce
cooperative Teaching in the honours courses from
the next academic session. This system will how-
ever, only apply to the new honours courses to be
started in colleges from next year.

7TH INDIAN COOPERATIVE CONGRESS

The 7th Congress of the Indian Cooperative
Movement is scheduled to be held in New Delhi on
5th, 6th and 7th February 1976. Delegates from
national, State, and district level cooperative organi-
sations, numbering over a thousand are expected
to participate in the Congress.

COURSE ON MANAGEMENT IN
COOPERATIVES

Mr. J. M. Rana, Director (Education), ICA,
ROEC, gave a talk on 21st November on “Coope-
rative Movement in the International Perspective”
to the MBA students who have taken the coopera-
tion course at the Institute of Management,
Ahmedabad. The above course has been recently
instituted at the Institute of Management as a part
of its Master of Business Administration pro-
gramme.

COOP WEEK CELEBRATIONS OF KAIRA
DISTRICT EDUCATION PROJECT

Mr. J. M. Rana visited the Kaira District Co-
operative Education and Development Project in
Nadiad on 20th November 1975. He attended
a meeting of the chairmen and secretaries of service
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cooperative societies and progressive farmers of the
project which discussed on the final day of the co-
operative week celebrations the experiences, pro-
blems and prospects of development of their pro-

Mr J. M. Rana speaking to the farmers.

ject. He gave a talk to the farmers and emphasized
the need to strengthen the cooperative education
and farm guidance work in the project and distri-
buted the sale proceeds received by the farmers for
the sale of their wheat which was higher than the
previous years on account of the market intelligence
service provided by the Project and concerted action
taken by the farmers in arranging the sales. Mr.
Rana congratulated the Kaira District Cooperative
Union in starting the Education Project on its own
strength and on the excellent work done in the
Project by the project workers under the guidance
of the District Union and the Gujarat State Co-
operative Union. Mr. Rana also complemented
the Gujarat State Cooperative Union and its Execu-
tive Officer, Mr. J.M. Mulani, for giving sustained
encouragement and support to the experimental
projects of the Kaira Union.

Present at the meeting were Mr. Madhavlal
Shah, Chairman of the District Cooperative Union
and Mr. J. M. Mulani, Executive Officer of the
Gujarat State Cooperative Union.

In the evening Mr. Rana visited a service co-
operative society in Ajarpura village in the project
area and had a discussion with the young farmers
of the village.

Japan
COOPERATOR HONOURED BY EMPEROR

Mr. S. Katayanagi, President of the Central
Cooperative Bank for Agriculture and Forestry,
received the Order of the Sacred Treasure (First
Class), the most honoured distinction in Japan,
from the Emperor for his services to agriculture and
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the agricultural cooperative movement. Mr. Kata-
yanagi isa member of the Central Committee of
the ICA.

Sri Lanka

DECLARATION OF ASSETS & LIABILITIES

According to a recent directive issued by the
Commissioner of Cooperative Development all
presidents, members of the boards of directors and
all employees who are drawing an annual salary of
more than Rs. 7200 of all registered Cooperatives
are required to declare their assets & liabilities
under the provisions of the declaration of assets
and liabilities Law No. 1 of 1975.

CMSC LAUNCHES A PILOT PROJECT ON
MEMBER EDUCATION

Member education and guidance, a much over-
looked area of cooperative responsibility in the
service of members, will be the focal point of a
pilot programme to be implemented in the Galage-
dara MPCS area. The programme, already worked
out by the CMSC in outline, will be put into
operation by the National Cooperative Council of
Sri Lanka in collaboration with the Galagedara
MPCS, Also involved in the project will be the
Markfed, the Department of Cooperative Develop-
ment, School of Cooperation at Polgolla, govern-
ment institutions like the Departments of Agricul-
ture and Minor Export Crops, and other agencies
concerned with cooperative development.

The pilot project has been planned to test the
ideas presented in a note on member education
prepared by the Documentation and Communi-
cation Section of the Centre, which emphasises the
necessity for a well planned and systematic member
education programme to bring about a close rela-
tionship between MPCSs and their members who at
present get little or no information about the pur-
pose of cooperation and the types of services which
are being or can be provided by the MPCSs—a
factor which has made the attainment of economic
objectives of the cooperative movement of Sri
Lanka a very difficult task.

According to the note the main objectives of the
educational programme should be (1) to create
among members and their dependants a spirit of
cooperative & community consciousness, a sense
of social discipline and an awareness of socio-econo-
mic problems with the intention of (a) promoting
the idea of self-reliance and the spirit of cooperation
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in the management of their affairs and (b) achie-
ving higher levels of productivity; (2) to inform and
educate members in improved techniques of pro-
duction planning and farm and household manage-
ment so that they may be able to achieve better
levels ofincome and improve their standards of
living; and (3) to inculcate in the educants a sense of
dignity of labour and voluntary work and qualities
of cooperative leadership.

The farmer members and housewives will be the
main subjects of the project as they are the key
figures in the rural setting. The programme would
be closely linked with the needs of the farm fami-
lies on the one hand and the business activities of
the cooperatives on the other.

Member guidance wili focus on the improve-
ment of both farmers incomes and their homes.
These two aspects will be dealt with by farm
guidance and home improvement guidance services.
The latter will concentrate on activities that
lead to better standards of living and happier life.
Accordingly guidance will be provided on such
matters like household management, better health
measures and savings. The educational guidance
to member households will be channelled through
the employment of such techniques as the organi-
zation of commodity groups, women’s groups,
study circles, meetings and seminars, exhibitions,
slide shows and the publication of pamphlets, hand-
outs and posters.

This pilot project on member education would
go hand in hand with the project for cooperative
Development in Areas of Production and Marketing
of some Minor Export Crops, an integrated pilot
scheme to be launched in the same Galagedara
area.

Thailand

LAND FOR COOPERATIVE ORGANIZATION

His Majesty the King of Thailand has donated
50,000 rai (20,000 acres) of land through the Crown
Property Office with an additional 327 rai of his
own land to the Government for allocation to the
landless farmers under the Land Reform Project.

His Majesty donated the land on condition that
the farmers who obtain the land must be organized
into cooperative societies and the Government will f
have to set aside funds equivalent to the value of
the land to be spent on cooperatives organization. m
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News In Brief Around the World

SWEDISH SEMINAR FOR WOMEN, 1976

In the spring of 1976, SCC is planning to hold
an International Cooperative Seminar in Sweden
for women participants only. The main theme of
the seminar will be “Leadership through Education”,

Participants are to be recruited from East and
Central Africa and South-East Asia.

During 1975, the ICA Regional Office iu Moshi,
Tanzania, has organised four national women’s
seminars and one regional women’s seminar in
Kenya in November 1975. Ten participants from
these seminars are to be chosen for the seminar in
Sweden in 1976. The Asian participants will be
chosen from those who participated inthe Women’s
Conference held in Kuala Lumpur in 1975.

EDOUARD SAOUMA OF LEBANON SWORN
IN AS NEW DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF FAO

Mr. Edouard Saouma, Director-General Elect
of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO), took the oath of office on
19-11-75 as the Organization’s new chief. His six-
year term of office will officially begin on January 1,
1976.

Mr. Saouma, a senior FAO official since 1962,
received 121 of 125 votes cast on the second ballot
of the election held for the FAO Director General-
ship on November 10.

Mr. Saouma, 49, a Lebanese, succeeds Dr. A. H.
Boerma of the Netherlands who has headed FAO
since January 1, 1968.

The Director-General Elect is presently Director
of FAO’s Land and Water Division and Chairman
of the Interdepartmental Work Group on Natural
Resources and the Human Environment. He will
become FAOQO’s sixth Director-General and the
second from a developing country.

From 1962 to 1975 Mr. Saouma was Regional
Representative for the western zone of Asia and the
Far East, based at New Delhi. In 1965 he took up
his present position at FAQO's headquarters.

Before coming to FAO Mr. Saouma held a
number of senior positions with Lebanese agricul-
tural and research institutions and with the Leba-
nese Government. From 1962 to 1965 he partici-
pated in all sessions of the FAO Conference and
Council as delegate of Lebanon. On October 13,
1970 he was nominated Minister of Agriculture of
Lebanon,
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Mr. Saouma was born in Beirut on November
6, 1926. He received a degree in agricultural chemis-
try from St. Joseph’s University School of Enginee-
ring in Beirut, 1949 and the degree of Ingenieur
Agronome from the National School of Agronomy
of Montpellier in France in 1952.

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION FOR
SELF-RELIANCE

“International Cooperation for Self-Relinace—
Some Swedish Experiences” is the title of a
booklet written by Dr. Mauritz Bonow, former
President of the ICA which was recently published
by the Swedish Coperative Centre.

The booklet gives an account of the fund raising
efforts for the promotion of cooperatives in deve-
loping countries began by the Swedish cooperative
movement almost twenty years ago which brought
about a gradually increased involvement financially
and otherwise by the Swedish International Deve-
lopment Authority. It describes the work under-
taken by the Swedish Cooperative Centre and the
ICA Regional Offices and also the help given to
developing countries under the Nordic project and
by many other cooperatives in membership with
the ICA. The booklet contains a copy of the agree-
ment drawn up between the Swedish International
Development Authority and the Swedish Coopera-
tive Centre which might serve as a good example
for cooperatives wishing to draw up similar agree-
ments with their government agencies.

Copies of the booklet are obtainable from the
Swedish Cooperative Centre, Fack, S-104 65 Stock-
holm, Sweden, or the ICA, London.

BLIND LEADERS' SOUTH-EAST ASIAN
SEMINAR

An International seminar on the training of
blind leaders in South-East Asia was held in
Kuala Lumpur from November 19 to December 2,
1975. The seminar, first of its kind in the world,
was jointly organised by the Swedish Association
of the Blind (De Blindas Forening), the Swedish
Workers” Educational Association (Arbetarnas
Bildningsforbund), the Swedish Cooperative Centre,
and the Swedish International Development Autho-
rity in collaboration with the Malaysian Associa-
tion for the Blind.

The objectives of the training seminar were : to
provide instructions about the construction and
working methods of a non-profit organisation ; to
use discussions to map out the work of an organi-
sation of the blind in developing countries ; and to
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give information about the importance of coopera-
tion with other organisations working for the blind
with governments and with other countries within
the Region.

The topics discussed at the seminar included :
an association, working methods of associations,
collaboration with other organisations, work pro-
grammes of visually handicapped organisations,
various forms of organisations, and cooperation
with national and international organisations. The
participants were also educated in cooperation,
cooperative principles and how to run cooperative
organisations which could provide an effective
social and economic venture to provide employ-
ment and other rehabilitation opportunities.

Nine instructors undertook various assignments,
15 participants from seven countries attended the
training seminar. Mr. Bengt Lindqvist, President
and Mr. Andres Arnor of the Swedish Association
of the Blind, and Mr. Henry Blid of the Workers
Educational Association attended the Seminar. The
Swedish Cooperative Centre was represented by
Mr. Daman Prakash of the ICA Regional Office &
Education Centre for South-East Asia.

Mr. N.A. Kularajah, President of the Coopera-
tive Union of Malaysia, who addressed the parti-
cipants, promised all possible assistance in the
organisation of cooperative societies for participants
from Malaysia. The seminar participants apprecia-
ted the concept of organising cooperative institu-
tions and decided that they would initiate action
on this matter when they get back to their respective
countries.

The Malaysian Association for the Blind arranged
study visits and provided other assistance to the
participants and instructors. ]
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for your Library

1. Effect of Cooperative Law on the Auto-
nomy of Cooperatives in South-East Asia
by P. E. Weeraman. Rs. 7.50

2. Forms of Government Aid and Coope-
rative Democracy in South-East Asia by
J. M. Rana. Rs. 5.00

3. Long Term Agricultural Development Pro-
gramme through Agricultural Cooperatives
and Technical Assistance by M.V. Madane,
Rs. 5.00

4. Multipurpose Cooperative  Societies in
South-East Asia by J. M. Rana. Rs. 20.00

5.  The Needs of the Cooperative Movement of
Bangladesh—Report of the National
Seminar. Rs. 10.00

Please ask for trade terms andfree catalogue of ICA
Publications.

Publications Section
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE ALLIANCE
Regional Office & Education Centre for S-E Asia
Post Box 3312, ‘Bonow House’, 43 Friends’ Colony,

New Delhi-110-014.
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A Handbook of
Communication and the Cooperative Teacher

by
Daman Prakash

It needs no emphasis that selection of proper teaching techniques and tools are exceedingly
important to a teacher in establishing the rapport with and communicating his ideas to the trainees.
The importance of these become all the more great when a teacher is engaged in member education work.
Although the present handbook will be of use to teachers- in cooperative training centres also, the
primary purpose of the handbook is to provide personnel engaged in member education with practical
guidelines which would help them in carrying out their difficult task especially in the context of con-
siderable illiteracy prevailing in some countries of the Region of South-East Asia.

This publication, which is the 18th in the Cooperative Series issued by the ICA Regional Office
and Education Centre, deals briefly with the principles and related questions of communication; and
importance of various communication tools and then treats in a practical fashion the various methods
of teaching and techniques of preparation of different types of teaching aids and their use.

The handbook discusses various teaching methods, teaching aids, evaluation of communication
material, production of a simple film strip and contains a list of useful reference material which could
be of great value to communicators engaged in cooperative education and training programmes. It
could serve as a useful manual for those who might like to arrange training courses for cooperative

educators in communication techniques and also for those who are interested in making simple teaching
aids of their own.

The 150 page publication is priced at Indian Rs. 20.00.

Copies can he obtained from:

The Publications Section

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE ALLIANCE
‘Bonow House’, 43 Friends'Colony, New Delhi-110014. India
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ICA Journals

Review of International Cooperation, Bi-monthly. Rs* 45.00.
(Air Mail)
Cooperative News Service, Monthly Rs. 36.00.
(Air Mail)
Agricultural Cooperative Bulletin. Monthly. Rs. 18.00
(Sea Mail)
Consumer Affairs Bulletin, Monthly. Rs. 18.00.
(Sea Mail)
Annual supplies, January-December basis, can be obtained by
writing and remitting money to :
The Publications Section
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE ALLIANCE
43 Friends' Colony, New Delhi 110-014, India
or directly to the
International Cooperative Alliance
11, Upper Grosvenor Street, London WIX 9PA
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MCA Member-Organisations in South-East Asia

AUSTRALIA

Cooperative Federation of Australia, P.O. Box 347,
36 Northbourne Avenue, Canberra City,
Act. 2601 Tel : 487815

BANGLADESH

Bangla Desh Jatiya Samabaya Union, 9/D Motijheel
Commercial Area, Dacca-2.
(Cable :-RANGDHENU) Tel: 25-5846, 257470

INDIA

National Cooperative Union of India, Surya Mukhi
Building, Aurobindo Marg, (Mehrauli Road),
New Delhi-110017 (COPUNION)

Tel : 678069, 678269

INDONESIA

Dewan Kooperasi
Jalan Jenderal
74081-88

IRAN

Indonesia, Komplex Pusdikop,
Gatot Soebroto, Jakarta Tel :

Sepah Consumers Cooperative, Avenue Amirabad
Shomali, Iran Novin Corner,

Teheran. (SHETMAR) Tel. 63-6001-2-3

Credit and Housing Cooperative Society of Iran,
20*22 Shahabad Avenue, Teheran.

Central Organisation for Rural Cooperatives of Iran,
357 Pahlavi Avenue, Teheran. Tel. 664413,
664428, 664075

Consumers and Services Cooperative Society for the
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs Em-

ployees, Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs,
Teheran.

JAPAN

Zenkoku Nogyokyodokumiai Chuokai (Central

Union of Agricultural Cooperatives),
1-chome, Oternachi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo
(CHUOKATI) Tel : 2700041

Nippon Seikatsu Kyodokumiai Rengokai (Japanese
Consumers’ Cooperative Union), 1-13, 4-chome,
Sendagaya, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo, (CONSUM-
UNION) Tel : (404) 3231

Zenkoku Gyogyo Kyodokumiai Rengokai (National
Federation of Fisheries Cooperative Associa-
tions), “Coop. Building” 1-12 Uchikanda,
1-chome, Chiyodaku, Tokyo (NAFEDFISH)
Tel: 2949611

National Federation of Forest Owners Cooperative
Associations, Cooperative Building, 8th Floor,
1-12, 1-Chome, Uchikanda, Chiyodaku, Tokyo

Central Cooperative Bank for Agriculture and
Forestry, 8-3, 1-Chome, Otemachi, Chiyodaku,
Tokyo, (CCBAF) Tel : 2790111

REPUBLIC OF KOREA

National Agricultural Cooperative Federation, 75,
1st Street, Chungjong-Ro, Sudaemoon-ku, Seoul,
(KONACOF) Tel : 73-0021
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MALAYSIA

Cooperative Union of Malaysia, Peti Surat 685,
36 Jalan Ampang, Kuala Lumpur. Tel : 26533
Malaysian Cooperative Insurance Society Limited,
36 Jalan Ampang, Kuala Lumpur (MCIS)

Tel : 87-915-6

Cooperative Bank Malaysia Limited, Peti Surat
1024, 140 Jalan Ipoh, Kuala Lumpur.
Tel : 29-967 8 & 9

Cooperative Central Bank Limited, Peti Surat

685, 29 Leboh Ampang, Kuala Lumpur.
Tel : 26533
Angkatan Kerjasama Kebangsaan Malaysia Limited,
ANGKASA, 103 Jalan Templer, Petaling Jaya.
Sarawak Cooperative Central Bank Ltd., Kuching.
Federation of Housing Cooperatives, Bangunan CCB
29 Leboh Ampang, Kuala Lumpur

PAKISTAN

West Pakistan Cooperative Union, 11 Masson Road,
P. O. Box 905, Lahore-1 (PESEYOU)
Tel : 54674

Karachi Cooperative Housing Societies’
Shaheed-e-Millat Road, Karachi-5
(UNIONAREA) Tel :40-244

Karachi Cooperative Union Ltd., Cooperative House,
Shaheed-e-Millat Road, Karachi-5 Tel: 230289

Karachi Fishermen’s Cooperative Purchase & Sales
Society Ltd., West Wharf Road, Karachi Tel :
224457

Karachi Central Cooperative Bank Ltd., 14 Laxmi
Building, Bunder Road, Karachi-2 Tel : 36185

Sind Provincial Cooperative Bank Limited,
Provincial Cooperative Bank Building, Serai
Road, P. O. Box 4705, Karachi-2 (APEXBANK)
Tel :32-361, 37-290, 34-736

PHILIPPINES

Central Cooperative Exchange, Inc., P. O. BOX
1968, Room 113-115, Arle Building, Aurora
Boulevard Ext. Corner J Raiz Street, San Juan,
Rizal. (CENCOPEX) Tel : 70-60-09

Grains Marketing Cooperative of the Philippines,
“Gramacop” Inc., 107-D Arellano Street,
Caloocan City Tel: 252475 & 711176

Filipino Cooperative Wholesale Society Inc.

Dona Petra Building, 880 (304)
Queson Blvd. Extn. Quezon City,
Philippines (FILCOOP)

Tel. 0755-2028, 0755-1952

SINGAPORE

Singapore National Cooperative Union Ltd.,
P. O. Box 366, Singapore

SRI LANKA

National Cooperative Council of Sri Lanka
455, Galle Road, Colombo-3 (NACOS1L)

Union,

Tel : 84638, 85496

THAILAND

Cooperative League of Thailand, 4 Pichai Road,
Dusit, Bangkok, Tel: 81-1414 ]
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THE INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATIVE
ALLIANCE

is one of the oldest of non-governmental internatio-
nal organisations. It is a world-wide confederation
of cooperative organisations of all types. Founded
by the International Cooperative Congress heid in
London in 1895, it now has affiliates in 63
countries, serving over 321 million members
at the primary level. It is the only international
organisation entirely and exclusively dedicated
to the promotion of cooperation in all parts of
the world.

Besides the Head Office of the ICA, which

is in London, there are two regional offices,
viz., the Regional Office & Education Centre
for South-East Asia, New Delhi, India, and

the Regional Office for East and Central Africa,
Moshi, Tanzania. The Regional Office in New
Delhi was started in 1960 and the office in Moshi
in 1968.

The main tasks of the Regional Office &
Education Centre are to develop the general acti-
vities of the Alliance in the Region, to act as a
link between the ICA and its affiliated national
movements, to represent the Alliance in its consul-
tative relations with the regional establishments of
the United Nations and other international organi-
sations, to promote economic relations amongst
member-movements, including trading across
national boundaries, to organise and conduct
technical assistance, to conduct courses, seminars
and conferences, surveys and research, to bring
out publications on cooperative and allied subjects
and to support and supplement the educational
activities of national cooperative movements.
The Regional Office and Education Centre now

operates on behalf of 14 countries, i.e. Australia,
Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Iran, Japan,
Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan,

Philippines, Singapore. Sri Lanka and Thailand. =

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE ALLIANCE

World Headquarters

11 Upper Grosvenor Street

London W1X 9PA England
Tel. 01-499, 5991-3

South-East Asian Office

Regional Office & Education Centre for S-E Asia
‘Bonow House’, 43 Friends’ Colony, Post Box No. 3312,
New Delhi 110-014. India, Tel. 63-1541
East & Central African Office
Regional Office for East and Central Africa
Post Box 946

Moshi. Tanzania. Tei. 2616

ICA REGIONAL BULLETIN

COOPERATIVE
PRINCIPLES

1. Membership of a cooperative society shall
be voluntary and available without artificial restric-
tion or any social, political, racial or religious
discrimination, to all persons who can make use of

its services and are willing to accept the responsi-
bilities of membership.
2. Cooperative societies are democratic

organisations. Their affairs shall be administered
by persons elected or appointed in a manner agreed
by the members and accountable to them.
Members of primary societies should enjoy equal
right of voting (one member, one vote) and parti-
cipation in decisions affecting their societies. In
other than primary societies the administration

should be conducted on a democratic basis in a
suitable form.

3. Share capital shall only receive a strictly
limited rate of interest, if any.

4. The economic results arising out of the
operations of the society belong to the members
of that society and shall be distributed in such a
manner as would avoid one member gaining at the
expense of others.

This may be done by decision of the members
as follows :

(@ By provision for development of the busi-
ness of the Cooperative;

(b) By provision of common services; or,

(c) By distribution among the members in

proportion to their transactions with the
society.

5. All cooperative societies shall make pro-
vision for the education of their members, officers,
and employees and of the general public, in the
principles and techniques of Cooperation, both
economic and democratic.

6. All cooperative organisations, in order to
best serve the interests of their members and com-
munities shall actively cooperate in every practi-
cal way with other cooperatives at local, national
and international levels. u
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negistered with the Registrar of Newspapers for India. R. N. 12802/66

Some ICA Publications

Indian Cooperative Laws.vita-vis Cooperative Principles. Rs. 40,00.
A Handbook of Communication and the Cooperative Teacher. Rs. 20.00.

Report of the Asian Top-Level Cooperative Leaders’ Conference
October 1973. Tokyo. Rs. 40.00.

Professor D. G. Karve Commemoration Volume. Rs. 50.00.

A Study of Personnel Management in Selected
Coop. Super Markets in India. Rs. 12.00.

A Model Cooperative Societies Law. Rs. 3.00.

Farming Guidance Activities of Agricultural Cooperatives. Rs. 10.00.
State and Cooperative Development. Rs. 20.00.
Cooperative Education—Progress or Perish. Rs. 3.00.
Education for Agricultural Cooperatives in South-East Asia. Rs. 3.00.
ICA in South-East Asia—the First Decade. Rs. 12.00.
Agricultural Cooperative Credit in South-East Asia. Rs. 20.00.
Directory of Cooperative Trade in South-East Asia. Rs. 20.00 per set.

Sale : A Profile—An Introduction to Sales Management in
Retailing. Rs. 20 00.

Business Switch—An Introduction to Business Management
in Retailing. Rs. 20.00.

Readings in Cooperative Housing. Rs. 20.00.
International Cooperative Trade in South-East Asia. Rs. 3.00.

Amalgamation of Primary
Cooperatives—The Japanese Experience. Rs. 15.00.

Multi-purpose Cooperative Societies with Special Reference
to Japan. Rs. 500.

Role of Women in Cooperative Development. Rs. 5.00.

Terms : In India publications are supplied per VPP. Payments if received
in advance will mean free postage. Payment should be sent
by M.O. or Bank Draft payable to “ International Cooperative Alliance”.

The Publications Section

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE ALLIANCE
Regional Office & Education Centre for South-East Asia
P.O. Box 3312, ‘Bonow House’, 43 Friends’ Colony, New Delhi-110014
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Cooperative destiny is a matter of choice.

The future of Cooperatives

largely will depend on what you do as cooperators—individually & collectively.
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ICA Itcyional (Mice Buildinfj Named

“BONOW

The ICA Central Committee at its meeting in
October 1975 held in Stockholm had decided to
name the building of the ICA Regional Office and
Education Centre for South-East Asia at New Delhi
“BONOW HOUSE” in recognition of the great
work done by Dr. Mauritz Bonow. former President
of the ICA.

In accordance with the above decision, the ICA
Regional Office and Education Centre building at
New Delhi, was named BONOW HOUSE in a
simple but solemn ceremony held on 2nd February
1976. The Swedish Ambassador for India, H. E.

H. E. Mr L. Finnmark formally unveiling the name of the building.

HOUSES

Mr. L. Finnmark unveiled the name of the building.
Mr. P. E. Weeraman, Regional Director for South-
East Asia of the ICA, welcomed the guests. The
ceremonial meeting was attended by Shri R. G.
Tiwari, M.P., President of the National Cooperative
Union of India. Mr. S S. Puri, Additional
Secretary. Ministry of Industries and Civil Supplies,
Government of India, who represented the Govern-
ment of India also addressed the meeting.

The speeches made at the meeting are repro-
duced below in the order in which they were
delivered.

Also in the picture are (left to right)

Mr S. S. Puri, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Industry and Civil Supplies, Government of India,
(back to the camera), Mr P. E. Weeraman, ICA Regional Directorfor South-East Asia and
Mr R. G. Tiwari, President of the National Cooperative Union of India.

ICA REGIONAL BULLETIN



Speech of
Mr. P. E. Weeraman,
Regional Director for S-E Asia

Your Excellency,
Lady and Gentlemen :

I am grateful to all of you for gracing this
occasion with your presence. This is a very small
but significant function to do honour to our former
President, Dr. Bonow. When Dr. Bonow retired
from the presidency of the International Coopera-
tive Alliance in October last year after serving the
International Cooperative Alliance from 1947 as its
Vice-President and then from 1960 as President, the
Central Committee of the ICA decided that the
building in which the Regional Office for South-
East Asia is situated should be named after him to
commemorate the great work that he has done for
the cooperative movement of the world in general
and of South-East Asia in particular. As you know,
it was during Dr. Bonow’s presidency that this
Regional Office was opened in 1960 and was found
an abode in this building in 1968 with Swedish
funds for the greater part. He played a very
important part in forming the ‘Without Boundaries’
Fund through which cooperators of Sweden give
massive support to the cooperative movements of
the developing countries and he was instrumental
in persuading the Swedish International Develop-
ment Authority to give support for cooperative
activities in the developing countries through the
Swedish Cooperative Centre. | can do no better
than read a few lines from the appreciation written
by my Director, Dr. Saxena, in the Bonow Issue of
the Regional Bulletin which we shall presently place
in your hands, and | quote :

“Perhaps Mauritz Bonow’s biggest contribution
has been his passionate advocacy of the cause
of developing countries and, to that end, of the
need for enlarging the scope and effectiveness of
the work of the Alliance. An arch enemy of
injustice and a firm believer in egalitarianism,
under his leadership the Alliance has become a
truly global organisation; the two active Regio-
nal Offices in South-East Asia and East Africa
are a testimony to his work in this field...............
Although several other Movements have been
active in this field, it is the scale and the conti-
nuity which Mauritz Bonow has helped to
achieve which are impressive. His consistent
advocacy is now receiving acceptance in other
movements”.

So we are deeply grateful to Dr. Bonow for all
that he has done for the cooperative movement and
we of the Regional Office rejoice that we shall now
work for the promotion of Cooperation in a build-
ing named after a person who is the very embodi-
ment of Cooperation. 1 thank every one of you
for coming here and before | call upon His
Excellency, the Ambassador of Sweden, to unveil
the name of this house, | would request Mr. Tiwari
and then Mr. Puri to speak a few words. Once

again | thank you very much for joining us in doing
honour to the greatest cooperator living.

Speech of Mr. R. G. Tiwari, President,
National Cooperative Union of India

Your Excellency, Mr. Weeraman, Shri Puri and
friends,

I am sincerely happy to associate myself with
this solemn function of naming the Centre as
“Bonow House”. | am thankful to Mr. Weeraman
who gave me the opportunity of participation.

I have had the occasion to visit Sweden recently.
Sweden though comparatively a small country in size
is far ahead in progress and prosperity. The people
are living a real high standard of life. The coope-
ratives of Sweden, | believe, have their own share
in this growth. My experiences of Sweden have
left an abiding impression on me.

We have had long intimate and friendly associa-
tion with the cooperative movement of Sweden and
the Regional Office of the International Cooperative
Alliance for South-East Asia is a living example of
that friendliness. We do appreciate the help and
service the Centre is giving to the countries of
South-East Asia and India in particular, in develo-
ping the cooperative movement of this region.
Mr. Weeraman and his team, as also the coope-
rative movement of Sweden and their leaders do
deserve our appreciation and gratitude for the help.

Dr. Bonow as | could know him is very gentle,
unassuming with all human virtues. He impressed
me more than any body else by his qualities of
head and heart. He is a real cooperative leader of
high calibre and devotion. His handling of the
affairs of the International Cooperative Alliance
and its allied activities during his long tenure of
office as President of International Cooperative
Alliance has been superb. More so in the context
of divergent views and approaches and problems of
the constituent members.  He is a puritan as far as
cooperative principles and idealogies are concerned
which do form the spirit of cooperation. He could
be found ready for any struggle, if need be, to
maintain the integrity of cooperative principles and
autonomy of cooperative institutions.

I am really very happy that the Central Com-
mittee of the ICA has rightly decided to name it
after Dr. Bonow. There could not be a better

appreciation of his work and contribution for the
cause of Cooperation and | congratulate the ICA
authorities for this decision.

On this solemn occasion |, on behalf of the
Indian Cooperative Movement, extend my sincere
regards and felicitations to Dr. Bonow and pray for
his long and happy life to inspire international
cooperative community for years to come. | wish
the Centre could convey our feelings to Dr. Bonow.
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Speech of Mr. S. S. Puri,

Additional Secretary,

Ministry of Industry and Civil Supplies,
Govt, of India, New Delhi

Your Excellency, Mr. Weeraman, Shri Tiwari and
friends,

On behalf of the Government of India and on
my own behalf, it is but appropriate that we should
associate ourselves with this particular function. In
some ways the tradition in India of naming build-
ings and naming individuals is a rather curious one.
We are not very great believers in modesty in the
matter of names. I think our individual names,
the names of our buildings and so on are invariably
somewhat on the presumptuous side.

I always recall a very interesting experience |
had years ago when | was attending a meeting.
One of our very eminent civil servants, who later
on became the Governor of the Reserve Bank
—Mr. Jagannathan, was presiding over that meeting
and a World Bank Mission was having conversation
with the Railway Ministry. An American gentle-
man who was leading the World Bank Mission was
finding it very difficult to pronounce Mr. Jagan-
nathan’s name. After some lengthy conversation he
said : “Do you mind if I call you jack of nothing”
and Mr. Jagannathan said “well my dear chap my

name means Lord of the World”. Then this
American leader of the World Bank mission said;
“Really you are Lord of the World”. He said “do
not feel surprised | am Lord of one world, but the
chap sitting next to me is Lord of three worlds”.
Mr. Tarlok Singh was sitting there.

In the matter of names of buildings we may
be a little more modest, but certainly not in the
matter of names of individuals. Therefore I must
conceive that by our tradition calling a building
merely “Bonow House”, such a beautiful palatial
building, we would have probably coined a little
more picturesque phrase. But we would certainly
go by the judgement of the ICA Central Committee
that probably an expression like house is a much
simpler affair. We would perhaps have called it a