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ernational Co-operative Trade
working Seminar
' he ICA Regional Office for 
Asia and the Pacific held a 
Seminar on International Co- 

tive Trade Networking at the 
lal Co-operative Training Centre 
na, Beijing, in collaboration with 
II China Federation of Supply 
larketing Co-operatives. 
9minar, held from 19-24 March 
was the first such initiative 
by the ICA in this Region, 

ng together top level leaders 
sxecutives of co -ope ra tive  
lis a tio n s  under a com m on 
rm. The seminar was attended 
ore than 40 delegates from 
alia, China, Canada, India, 
esia, Japan, Korea, Nepal, 
Dines, Singapore, Vietnam and 
:A.
hang Xiang-mao, Executive 
or of the Board of All China 
ation of Supply and Marketing 
oe ra tives  inaugura ted  the 
ia r  and w e lcom ed the 
la tes. Mr. Mu Li, ICA Vice 
den t, Mr. Chen W en-bao,

President of the Training Centre, Mr. 
Yu Ning, D irector of the Training 
Centre, and Mr. Li Chun-Sheng, Vice 
President of ACFSMC greeted the 
delegates.
The presentations were made by 
ACFSMC, China, Mr. B.M. Vyas of 
Amul, India, Mr. Fujii (DINO) Haruo, 
of Co-op Trade Japan (an affiliate of 
Japanese Consumers Co-operative 
Union), Mr. Eric Clauss of Co-op 
A tlan tic , C anada ,and Mr. G arry 
G ronan, Executive  O ffice r of 
Australian Centre for Co-operative 
R esearch and D eve lopm ent 
(ACCORD).
Mr. Robby Tulus, Regional Director, 
and Mr. B.D. Sharm a, D irec to r 
(SOWECA) of ICA introduced the 
subject of a Co-operative Trade 
Directory proposed to be established 
by the ICA ROAP. Mr. Romy Villamin 
and P. Nairfrom ICA Regional Office 
gave fu rthe r deta ils  on the Web 
Directory.
There were several opportunities for 
networking for the delegates. An MoU
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The Seminar participants

was also signed between the All 
China Federation and DEKOPIN, 
Indonesia during the seminar.
The ICTN has trigerred a promising 
initiative where 4 major Consumer 
C o -ope ra tives  have dec ided to 
undertake a joint buying trip to the 
affiliates of All China Federation of 
Supply and Marketing Co-operatives. 
Co-op Atlantic (Canada), CWS (UK), 
JCCU (Japan) and NTUC Fairprice 
(Singapore) have agreed to visit the 
Guangzhou Trade Fair in October
2001, after which they will take a 
close look at required products made 
by d iffe ren t fac to ries  under the 
ACFSMC fold, to realize the actual 
joint buying activity and close the deal 
if these products meet the specs as 
presented.
ICA ROAP will be in charge for all 
the preparatory steps towards the 
realization of the joint buying activity, 
and if this should happen it will be 
the first ever global deal realized. 
This global trading event will be a 
historic milestone for the work of ICA 
ROAP in relation to its members 
(ACFSMC & JCCU), and other large 
Consumer Co-ops from many parts 
of the world!”
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ICA Regional Co-operative Youth Seminar 
2001 - for Asia and the Pacific

T he International Co-operative 
Alliance Regional Office for 
Asia and the Pacific (ICA- 

ROAP) is organising a Regional Co
operative Youth Seminar 2001, in 
collaboration with the ICA Consumer 
S ub-C om m ittee  on U n ive rs ity  / 
College Co-operatives for Asia and 
the Pacific. It will be jointly hosted by 
the National Federation of University 
Co-operative Associations (NFUCA), 
Japan Jo in t C om m ittee  of C o
operatives (JJC), and Japanese 
C onsum ers ’ C o-operative  Union 
(JCCU).

The ICA P res iden t Mr. R oberto  
R odrigues, w ill inaugu ra te  the 
Seminar on 25th June 2001.

The Them e of the S em inar is 
“Leaders towards Co-operation, 
Leading New Century”.

The participants will be youth leaders 
from all co-operative sectors and 
na tiona l apex co -ope ra tive  
organizations. The Seminar will be 
held a t :

National Olympic Memorial 
Youth Center (NYC), Tokyo

3-1 Kamizono-cho, Yoyogi 
Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 151 0052 
Japan.

The Seminar is expected to deal with 
current issues of Co-operatives and 
Youth in/out of co-operatives. The 
meeting will also discuss the vision 
for the deve lopm ent of youth 
a c tiv itie s , com m un ities , local 
in d u s tr ie s  and all types  of co 
operatives in the region.

Youth leaders will also discuss action 
plans and make recommendations to 
promote youth activ ities and co
operative development in the region.

The num ber of pa rtic ipan ts  are 
expected to be 100-120 persons from 
10 to 15 countries in the region.

All m em ber-organizations of ICA 
ROAP have been requested  to 
nominate youth delegates/observers 
(between 15 and 29 years of age) 
from all co-operative sectors to the 
seminar.

The Registration Fee for the official 
delegates is US$ 100 per person, 
and for the observers, it is US$ 230 
per person.

Training Programme 
for Managers of 
Consnmers Ca-ops

CA ROAP in collaboration with tl 
Japanese C onsum ers ’ C 
ope ra tive  Union (JC C U ) ar 

Miyagi Co-operative (fifth bigge 
consum er co-operative society 
Japan), is planning to organise 
Training Programme for Managers 
Consumers Co-operatives for fo 
weeks in Japan.

This programme would be organiz< 
once a year from 2001 to 2003.

Each year, th ree  m anagers 
consumer co-operatives from Asi 
Pacific region will be trained at Miya 
Co-operatives, Japan.

This year, the training programme 
scheduled to be organized from 6 
to 29th September, 2001 in Japan.

The programme hopes to expose tf 
participants to professional manag 
ment systems and practices base 
on Co-operative Values adopted I 
Miyagi Co-operative. Besides, tf 
programme also aims at developir 
necessary skills in participants 
enable them in rep lica ting  sue 
systems and practices back home

The participants will have to bear 75 
of their round-trip air-fare to Jap£ 
and Miyagi Co-operative and JCC 
together will take care of the loc 
boarding and lodging cost during tf 
training programme and also 25% 
their air-fare.

Members of the ICA Committee c 
Consumer Co-operation for Asia ar 
the Pacific have been requested 
nom inate  one or two su itab 
candidate(s) for selection.

Application Forms should be sent 
us until 15 July 2001. Three of tf 
most suitable candidates would t 
selected for the training. A waitir 
list would also be prepared for tf 
next two years. The ICA-ROAP v\ 
consult with JCCU and Miyagi C  
operative and candidates would t 
selected by the end of July, 2001.

ICA Regiooal Coosultatioo op 
Co-operative Policy and legislation

CA Regional Consultation on 
Co-operative Policy and Legis
lation in Asia and the Pacific will 

be held at Esteghlal Grand Hotel 
International (formerly the Hilton 
Hotel), Tehran, Iran from 1-5 July,
2 0 0 1 .
While invitations have already been 
sent to ICA Member organisations 
in the Region and Officials of Min
istries and Departments of Co-op- 
eration in the Region, all co-opera- 
tive leaders and officials, desirous 
of participating at this event are re
quested to send in their registrations 
early.

The Consultation will be preceded 
by two very significant and impor
tant events; “Dialogue of Civiliza
tions” and “National Co-operative 
Forum” hosted by the Iranian Co
operatives.

The participants are expected to 
arrive in Tehran on 30th June and 
can depart on 6th July, 2001.

Please send your registrations to:

ICA Regional Office for Asia-Pacific 
E-4, Defence Colony, (3rd floor) 
New Delhi-110 024, India 
Fax: (91-11) 469-4975 
E-mail: icaroap@vsnl.com
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teenth ICA-Japan international Training Course 
ncludes

he Fifteenth(15th) ICA-Japan 
In te rn a tio n a l Train ing 
Course on ‘Strengthening  

agement of Agricultural Co- 
atives in Asia’was held in India, 
ysia and Japan from November 
!000 to April 28, 2001.

)rogramme was implemented by 
In te rna tion a l C o -ope ra tive  
ice [ICA] in collaboration with 
lenchu (C en tra l U nion of 
:ultural Co operatives of Japan] 
he Institute for the Development 
jricultural Co-operation in Asia- 
in [IDACA]. The M in is try  of 
:ulture, Forestry and Fisheries 
:F] of the Government of Japan 
ided financia l assistance to 
uct the programme.

Course was held in the two 
>es. Phase i covered Home 
itry Assignments [November 16, 
-January 06,2001]; Programme 
in India [January 07-February 
!001] and Programme held in 
ysia [March 01-8, 2001], while 
>e II was programme held in 
n at IDACA [March 08-April 28, 
]•

<articipants visiting the Oilseed Producers Co-operative in Mehsana, Gujarat during 
st phase of the programme

Part I of the Training Course held in 
India was preceded by the Home 
Country Assignments [HCAs]. The 
participants followed comprehensive 
field study visits from January 07 to 
February 28, 2001, in Malaysia, 
w hich was o rgan ised  in c lose 
collaboration with the ICA Member- 
O rgan isa tion s  in M alaysia . The 
National Co-operative Organisation 
of Malaysia-ANGKASA, National 
Land Finance Co-operative Society 
L im ited [N LFC SL], and the C o
operative College of Malaysia.

Inauguration of the 15th course. Dr. Daman Prakash, Project Director welcoming the trainees 
and participants. Dr. Robby Tulus, Regional Director, Mr. M. Kinoshita, First Secretary, 
Embassy of Japan, Mr. Karl Fogelstrom, Director-General, ICA, Mr. D.K. Bhatt, Marketing 
Director, etc. are also in the picture.

Fifteen [15] participants from twelve 
countries i.e., Bangladesh-01, China- 
02, India-02, Indonesia-01, Malaysia- 
01 , Myanmar-01, Nepal-01, Pakistan- 
01 , the Philippines-01, Sri Lanka-01, 
Thailand-01 and Vietnam-02 were 
selected for this course, of whom five 
were women.

The main objective of the training 
course was to help im prove the 
ca p a c itie s  and ca p a b ilitie s  of 
managers as management leaders 
in agricultural co-operatives. It was 
expected that the trained managers, 
by using project-oriented approa
ches, help the basic members at the 
grassroots level to enhance and 
sustain their farm income. It was also 
expected tha t a g ricu ltu ra l c o 
operatives introduce and accelerate 
the agro-processing activities to add 
value to the primary products of their 
members.
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The Course was inaugurated by Mr 
D.K. Bhattt Marketing Director of the 
Ind ian F arm ers ’ F e rtilis e r C o
operative Limited [IFFCO] at the 
Marketing Division Committee Room 
of IFFCO.
The Inaugural Session was presided 
over by Mr Karl-Johann Fogeslstrom, 
Director-General of the International 
Co-operative A lliance. Mr Robby 
Tulus, ICA Regional Director for Asia 
and the P acific , Mr M itsuak i 
K inoshita, First Secretary in the 
Japanese Embassy in India, Mr Jan- 
Erik Imbsen, Head of Develop-ment 
Division of the ICA, Mr. Bhagwati 
Prasad, Chief Executive of National 
Co-operative Union of India [NCUI] 
also addressed the participants.
The entire training programme was 
d irected by Dr Daman Prakash, 
S en io r C onsu ltan t at the ICA 
Regional Office, ably assisted by its 
P rogram m e Adviser, Mr Prem 
Kumar.
The programme held in Japan was 
held under the d irec tion  of Mr 
Y osh itada N akaoka, M anaging

Director of the IDACA.
As a pa rt of th e ir  s tud ies, the 
p a rtic ip a n ts  had produced 15 
development project proposals during 
their Home Country Assignments 
[H C As] in accordance  w ith  the 
guidelines developed and provided by 
the ICA. The concep ts  of these 
proposals were developed by them in 
consu lta tio n  w ith  th e ir  pa ren t 
organisations. While at IRMA, the 
participants were imparted training in 
skills of developing and evaluating 
project proposals.

The second part of the programme 
held at IDACA included extensive 
classroom work and study visits to 
agricu ltu ra l co-operatives in and 
around Tokyo, N agasaki, O ita , 
Fukuoka and Gunma prefectures in 
Japan.

The focus of studies was on the 
h is to rica l deve lopm ent of the 
Japanese Agricultural Co-operative 
Movement, innovations, manage
ment practices, diversification and 
business promotion. The participants 
got acquain ted w ith a varie ty  of

national level co-operative fede
rations and other institutions in Tokyo, 
and held discussions with leaders, 
members, managers and staff of 
agricultural co-operatives in Japan.

A continuous process of evaluation 
and appraisal has been followed 
throughout the term of the Training 
Course, e.g., at the end of each 
component, through evaluation forms 
and group discussions. An exclusive 
and com prehensive  E nd-of-the- 
Course Evaluation was conducted at 
the conclusion of the Training Course. 
Certificates of Participation were 
awarded to the partic ipants at a 
concluding session held at the IDACA 
in Tokyo before their departure for 
their home countries.

As up to the end of the 15th Training 
Course a total of 225 managers of 
agricultural co-operatives from 14 
countries of Asia had attended the 
training programmes. A total of 222 
project proposals on topical subjects 
were prepared by them.

□

State level Conference on Women Co-operatives
A  State level Conference-cum- 

S em inar of W om en C o
operatives in Assam was organised 
by Assam State Co-operative Union 
in collaboration with the National Co
operative Union of India, on 7th 
March at Guwahati, Assam.The open 
session of the Conference, largely 
attended by the repre-sentatives of 
w om en co -ope ra tive s , was 
inaugurated by the Chief Minister of 
Assam, Mr. Prafulla Kumar Mahanta.

Mr. Nurul Hussain, Minister for Co
operatives, was the Guest of Honour. 
He suggested that the women co
operatives should take up poultry, 
duckery, piggery, fishery, handloom, 
handicrafts, fruit processing etc.

Mr. Biraj Kumar Sarma, Minister for 
Municipal Administration was also 
present. Mr. N.M. Hussain, Director 
of Handloom andTexitles, suggested 
that the women co-operatives should 
be reactivated. Sri Pradi Goswami,

P res iden t of Assam  S ta te  C o
operative Union presided the meetng 
w h ile  Mr. K.K. S arm ah, C h ie f 
Executive Office of Assam State Co
ope ra tive  U nion exp la ined  the 
objectives of the Conference and 
welcomed the delegates.

The seminar in progress

The sem ina r was a success in 
asmuch as the women participants 
were able to get a feel of the ground 
situation and plan for the future.

-  Ms. Renu Saikia 
Publicity Officer, 

Assam State Co-op Union
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iffice Bearers of ICA Regional Women's cit  has a New 
iommittee meets Management team
* meeting of the office bearers 
/. \  of the ICA Regional Women’s 

% Committee meeting was held 
n14th March in Singapore.
Is. Rahaiah Baharen Chairperson, 
Is. Preema Shanti Sooriyarachchi, 
ice Chair, Ms. Akiko Yamauchi, 
^presenting Ms. Hatsuko Omori, 
ice-Chair, Ms.Teresita de Leon, ILO 
o-op Net/Coopreform Observer, 
Ir. RobbyTulus, ICA-ROAP Regional 
irector and Mr. Juku Ozawa ICA- 
OAP, Secretary of the Committee, 
ttended the meeting, 
he meeting examined the activities 
f the Women’s Committee during 
001 and 2002.
he Committee decided to conduct 
survey of the situation of women’s 

a rtic ipa tion  in decis ion-m aking 
ositions in member organizations, 
his survey will study the role and 
ie  number of women in the elected 
ioard of directors of apex organi- 
ations, district organizations and 
rimary co-operative societies during
000 .
he survey will also compare the 
u rren t s itu a tio n  of w om en ’s 
a rtic ipa tion  w ith tha t prevailed 
uring 1992, when gender activities 
fere re -in troduced  at the ICA 
legional O ffice. Member organi- 
ations will be requested to submit

a paper based on the survey to the 
Secretariat at least by 15 June, 2001. 
The Com m ittee was happy that 
National Women’s Forums were held 
in 7 countries of the Region, viz. 
India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Vietnam, and Japan.
The Committee decided to persuade 
other member organisations and 
coun tries  to hold such nationa l 
forums. The comm ittee may also 
suppo rt such o rgan isa tio n  by 
p rov id ing  techn ica l inpu ts  and 
external facilitators.
The Secretary reported that there are 
contact persons from 11 countries. 
The meeting decided to request all 
ICA Regional members to nominate 
contact persons on gender issues. 
Ms.Teresita de Leon reported on the 
Leadership Development Manual for 
women, jointly developed by ILO and 
ICA-ROAP. The meeting decided to 
hold a validation workshop for the 
Manual during August 2001, in 
Bangakok.
Ms.Rahaiah Baharen, Chairperson 
sum m arized the role of the ICA 
Regional W om en’s Committee in 
promoting and understanding gender 
issues in Asia-Pacific region.

-  Juku Ozawa

T he C o-opera tive  League of 
Thailand has e lected a new 

Board of Directors on April 1, 2001.

The Board consists of 15 members - 
a Chairperson, 3 Vice-Chairpersons 
and 11 members.
The board will serve for a period of 4 
years.
The details of the new board mem
bers and representatives to the ICA 
Specialised bodies are as follows:
Mr. Chalerm Pinsakul - Chair (ICA 
General Assembly)

Mr. Pipat Koonnirong, 1st Vice Chair 
(ICA Consumer Committee)

Mr. Sangiam Kaeolangka, 2nd Vice 
Chair (ICA ROAP Regional Assem
bly).
Mr. Wirat Ima UaYuth, 3rd Vice Chair 
(ICA Agricultural Committee)

Mr. Chareon Chandara Issara, Board 
Member (ICA Fisheries Committee 
(ICFO)

Mr. Khamjad Beawbangkerd, Board 
Member (ICA Housing Committee & 
ICA Communication Committee)

The Executive Director will serve as 
the Secretary to the Board.
Mr. Wit Pratuckchai is the Acting Ex
ecutive Director.

□

ICA General Assembly and Related Meetings
The next General Assembly of International Co-operative Alliance will be held during October 2001 at the 
COEX Convention Hall in Seoul, Korea.

The ICA Board w ill m eet on 12-13 October, 2001.

The Specialised Bodies o f ICA will meet on 14-15 October, 2001.

The General Assem bly w ill be held 16-17 October, 2001.

For further information on the General Assembly, please contact Mr. Karl J. Fogelstrom, Director General, 
a t < fo g e ls tro m @ c o o p .o rg >, o r Mr. M a ts  A h lu n d , S e n io r A d v is e r-M e m b e r S e rv ic e s  at 
<m em bers@ coop.org>.

A joint meeting of the ICA Committee on Consumer Co-operation for Asia and the Pacific and the ICA 
Consumer Sub-Committee on University/College Co-operatives will also be held at Seoul, Korea in con
junction with the ICA General Assembly, during October 13-14, 2001.

5

mailto:fogelstrom@coop.org
mailto:members@coop.org


NCDC provides Record Financing

Mr. Nitish Kumar, Union Minister for Agriculture and Railways a t the 52nd meeting 
of the Council. Mr. Shripad Y. Naik and Mr. RK. Mishra are also seen in the picutre

T he N ationa l C o-opera tive  
Development Corporation - 
NCDC -  released finances for 

co-operative development of a record 
INR 647 crores (almost US$ 141 
million) during 2000-2001. This was 
against a target of Rs. 500 crores. 
This is 40% more than the preceding 
year.

Mr. N itish  Kumar, M in is te r for 
Agriculture and Railways, Govern
ment of India, who presided over the 
52nd General Council Meeting of 
NCDC congratulated the NCDC on 
this achievement and hoped that the 
o rgan isa tio n  w ith  reach newer 
heights of excellence in the years to 
come.

The Minister stated that development 
of m arke ting  in fras truc tu re  and 
techniques of preservation, storage 
and transportation would reduce 
post-harvest losses and ensure a 
better return to growers. Setting up 
of ag ro -p rocess ing  un its  in the 
producing areas would also create 
off-farm employment in the villages. 
Collaboration between producer co
operatives and corporate sector will 
also be encouraged to promote agro
processing industry

R eferring  to the cha llenge  of 
competitiveness particularly in the 
con tex t of WTO agreem en t on 
agriculture, the Minister elaborated 
that co-operatives can play a catalytic 
role in agricultural diversification and 
modernisation practices to increase 
productiv ity . W ith th e ir inhe ren t 
transaction cost advantages, co
operatives are the ideal institutions 
fo r csh ing  in on the m om ent. 
However, co -ope ra tive s  m ust 
upgrade technology systems leading 
to operational efficiency, increased 
productivity and cost effective.

NCDC has a lso  requested  the 
Ministry of Finance to allow it to avail 
of the facility of Rural Infrastructural 
Development Fund (RIDF), which will 
enable NCDC to lower its rate of 
interest for infrastructural projects. At

present the facility is available to 
NABARD (N a tiona l Bank for 
Agriculture and Rural Development, 
and through them to the provincial 
governments.
The G enera l C ouncil approved 
NCDC’s activities for the year 2001-
2002, involving a financial outlay of 
Rs. 600 crores to finance the rural 
co-operative sector in India. NCDC’s 
support will ensure greater autonomy 
and opera tiona l freedom  to co 
operatives. NCDC will lay stress on 
modernisation and upgradation of 
existing processing facilities and on 
weaker sections programmes like 
fishery, poultry, sericulture, hand- 
looms, etc., enhancing the role of co
ope ra tives  in d is tr ib u tio n  of 
agricultural inputs and marketing 
infrastructure.
The Minister also called upon co
operatives to take advantage of the 
new Textile Policy and the proposed 
Integrated Apparel Parks and the 
Technology Mission.
The meeting was also attended by 
Mr. Shripad Y. Naik, Union Minister 
of State for Agriculture. He mentioned 
that financia l s trengthen ing and 
discipline have to be the key areas in 
NCDC's enlarged role in future.

Mr. J.N.L. Srivastava, Secretary 
Agriculture and Co-operation callec 
upon NCDC to focus on workinc 
towards efficiency upgradation anc 
success fu l deve lopm ent of co 
operatives, besides its financing role 
While freedom to function resulting 
from the move for converting NCDC 
into an equity-based organisation wil 
vastly improve NCDC's ab ility  tc 
operate, its funding would have to be 
guided by strict appraisal criteric 
w hich m ust invo lve  a care fu  
assessment of risks.

Mr. P.K. Mishra, Managing Directoi 
w e lcom ed the m em bers of the 
Council. He announced that the 
Corporation expects to make a pre
tax profit of around Rs. 80 crores 
during the financial year.

Mr. Mishra emphasized on the neec 
for new generation co-operatives 
which shou ld  be a business 
enterprise with a social content anc 
not vice-versa. They must rest on the 
core fundamentals of co-operation 
namely user members, self-reliance 
democratic governance, com m or 
economic bond and professionalism

- Ms. Archna Sood, Editori 
Dy. Director (PR), NCDC
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;a Committee on HRD and Research meets in
lalaysia
r he 13th meeting of the ICA 

C om m ittee  on Human 
Resoruce Development and 

search for Asia and the Pacific was 
d at ANGKASA, Malaysia, on 1st 
rch, 2001. Eleven members from 
countries (India, Indonesia, Iran, 
Dan, Malaysia and Sri Lanka, 
5nded the meeting. The meeting 
iewed the activities the Committee 
mbers are undertaking in the area 
human resource developm ent 
o lv ing  co -o p e ra tive s  in the ir 
ipective countries.

the morning of 1st March, the 
■ticipants visited Selangor Science 
hool Co-operatives, the University 
\/lalaya Bookstore and ANGKASA.

e meeting was presided over by 
iyal P rofessor Ungku A. Aziz, 
lairperson of the Committee.

e Singapore National Co-operative 
deration (SNCF) was admitted a 
imber of the HRD Committee.

r he ICA C om m ittee  on 
Consumer Co-operation for 
Asia and the Pacific, at its 

seting in 1997, decided to expose 
nior managers of consumer co- 
eratives in the region to successful 
pe rim e n ts  m ade in various 
pects of consumer management 
ough regional workshops, 
le such workshop on Joint Buying 
ra teg ies  fo r C onsum er Co- 
eratives was organised by the 
igional Office of ICA for Asia and 
3 P acific  in August 1998 in 
ngkok, Thailand.
e participants of this workshop 
re able to learn the actual concepts 
d benefits of joint buying, 
i a fo llow -up  of the B angkok 
Drkshop, a Consumers Co-ope- 
ive Forum was organised at Bali,

In conjunction with this meeting, the 
HRD C om m ittee  o rgan ised  a 
Seminar on Distance Education on 
2nd March.
The seminar focused on expanding 
the reach of co-op education and 
training through distance learning. It 
show-cased the actual experience of

Indonesia, in December 1999. In this 
Forum, the participants deliberated 
on sub jec ts  like M em ber 
Participation, Community Impact, 
E m ployees ’ Education , Trading 
among co-operatives at international 
level and joint buying at national level. 
The ICA Committee on Consumer 
Co-operation for Asia and the Pacific 
in its meeting held in June 2000 in 
S ingapore, dec ided  to hold yet 
another w orkshop for the senior 
m anagers of the  consum er co 
operatives in the region.

This workshop was organised by ICA 
Regional O ffice for Asia and the 
Pacific in co llabora tion  w ith the 
Singapore National Co-operative 
Federation (SNCF) and the technical 
support from the NTUC Fairprice Co
opera tive , S ingapo re  on 21-23

-----------------  7 ------------------

the co -ope ra tive  m ovem ent in 
Malaysia in distance education.

M em bers suggested that a jo in t 
meeting of the Asian and Global HRD 
Committees should be held in Seoul 
in October 2001 in conjunction with 
the ICA General Assembly. ^

February 2001 at the Park Royal 
Hote l, S ingapore . 24 sen io r 
m anagers of C onsum er C o
operatives from India, Indonesia, 
Japan, M auritius , Sri Lanka, 
Singapore and Vietnam participated 
in the workshop.
The w orkshop d iscussed issues 
re la ting  to the m anagem ent of 
consum er co-operatives in Asia- 
Pacific region. The participants were 
able to learn from the operational and 
business experiences of the NTUC 
Fairprice in retail management; and 
de libe ra te d  on s tra te g ie s  to 
incorporate such experiences in their 
own consumer co-operatives and 
enhance th e ir ope ra tion a l and 
business efficiency.

The next ICA General 
Assembly will be held in 

Seoul, Korea 
12-18, October 2001.

igional Workshop on Management of 
insumer Co-operatives In Asia-Pacific

The meeting in progress. Royal Professor Ungku A. Aziz, 
Madam Rahaiah Baharen and Mr. Romy Viilamin at the dias



ICFTU-ICAROAP Regional workshop on the Reinsert 1 1 0  

Recommendation No.127 on Co-operatives

T he International Confederation 
of Free Trade Unions -  Asia- 
Pacific  R eg iona l O ffice  

(ICFTU APRO) and the International 
C o-operative  A lliance, Regional 
Office for Asia and the Pacific held a 
R egiona l W orkshop on ILO 
Recommendation No. 127 on Co
operatives in Singapore from 15-17 
March, 2000, as a follow-up on the 
Regional Workshop on Employment 
Generation, Poverty Alleviation and 
Human resource Development - the 
Perspective of Co-operatives and 
Trade Union Movement, held during 
October 2000.

The w orkshop was a ttended by 
about 20 de lega tes  from  C o
operatives, Trade Unions, the ILO and 
the ICA.

Mr. Robby Tulus, Regional Director, 
ICA ROAP, ex tend ing  a warm  
welcome to the partic ipants,w as 
optimistic that the workshop will lead 
to increased interaction between 
trade unions and the co-operative 
m ovem ents in the reg ion. He 
exhorted the trade unions and co
operatives to adopt a joint strategy 
to ensure  the endorsem ent of 
International Labour Conference 
Recommendation 127.

Mr. N o riyuk i S uzuki, G enera l 
Secretary, ICFTUAPRO and Mr. 
M ark Levin, A dviser, ILO Coop 
Branch, appreciated the efforts of 
increas ing  in te ra c tio n  between 
ICFTU APRO and ICA ROAP in their 
common pursuit to evolve innovative 
strategies in the areas of employment 
generation, poverty alleviation and 
human resource development.

Dr. Yehudah Paz from Israel made a 
sum m ary p resen ta tio n  on the 
conclusions of the workshop.

The workshop agreed that the ILO 
revised Definition on Co-operatives 
should include co-operative values, 
autonomy, and sustainability in its 
contents so as to ensure its universal 
acceptance.

Participants of the workshop pose for a photo

The workshop recommended that a 
joint project between ICA ROAP and 
ICFTU APRO be initiated as a Pilot 
project in Nepal and the Philippines. 
The workshop also recommended 
the following preparatory steps:

i. To constitute a National Joint 
C om m ittee  having rep resen 
tatives of co-operatives as well as 
trade unions to identify develop
ment bottlenecks in the informal 
sector, the co n tra d ic tio n s  in 
government policies and those of 
multi-lateral agencies.

ii. To take action to materialise th< 
pilot project based on the view 
of the NJC in the concerne i 
countries.

iii. To link the objectives of the pile 
project with Syndicoop propose 
presented by Mr. Mark Levin (ILC 
at the workshop and to look int< 
the p o ss ib ility  of obtaining 
financial support from Syndicoop

iv. To have effective involvement c 
ICA and the ICFTU in the Asia 
Pacific Region to implement the 
Syndicoop proposal.

O B IT U A R Y
Mian Riazuddin Ahmed, President, National Co-operative Union of 
Pakistan, who has been an undisputed co-operative leader from 
Pakistan, passed away on 11 December, 2000 at the age of 81 years.
He was the founder of the National Co-operative Union of Pakistan 
and perhaps one person who devoted his entire life to the promotion 
and development of co-operatives in Pakistan. He represented Pakistan 
Co-operative Movement at the ICA and also national and international 
fora. Co-operation was his passion and devotion.
He left behind his wife, Mrs. Akhtar Riazuddin, three daughters Mrs. 
Nigar, Mrs. Shehwar and Mrs. Shehnaz.
May the Almighty God give them strength to bear this irreparable 
loss and may his soul rest in peace.

Edited by P. Nair, Communication Officer, ICA ROAP; typeset and printed at Document Press 
HS-I4, Kailash Colony Mkt., New Delhi-110048. Tel: 91-11-6432836. E-mail: aminz@id.eth.ne
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!A holds Regional Consultation in Tehran

rhe ICA ROAP in collaboration 
with the Ministry of Co-opera
tives and Chamber of Co-ops 

he Islamic Republic of Iran orga- 
?d the 6th Regional Consultation 
2ting at Esteghlal Hotel, Tehran, 
:n 1st to 5th July 2001.

; Regional Consultation was pre- 
ed by two very significant events, 
nely, "Dialogue of Civilizations" 
1 "National Co-operative Forum" 
1 followed by another important 
eting of "National Co-operative 
men's Forum of Iran".

portant outcomes of these allied 
a were effectiveness of co-opera- 
;s as an instrument to promote 
logue am ong civ ilizations for 
rid peace; need to examine the 
sibilities to set up co-operative 
imon market; and creation of a 
ering C om m ittee to prom ote 
men co-operatives in Iran. 59 par- 
pants from 12  countries and three 
■rnational organizations attended 
Consultation.

Minister Morteza Haji signs the Rio 
laration in the presence o f  Roberto 
rigeus, ICA President. Robby Tulus
B.D. Sharma looks on.

The Regional Consultation gave an 
opportunity for high ranking gov
ernment officials and co-operative 
executives to state their perspectives 
on the thrusts and recommendations 
m ade in 2nd C ritical Study con
ducted by Messrs Ravi Shankar and 
Garry Cronan, in regard to co-opera- 
tive policy development and legisla
tive reforms.
The Consultation formulated the fol
lowing key issues that are relevant 
for deliberations and decisions at the 
6th Co-operative Ministers Confer
ence to be held in Nepal in March
2002, as (a) elements of good co-op- 
erative policy; (b) contents of a draft 
policy statement; (c) proximity of co
operative legislation to International 
C o-operative Id en tity  Statem ent 
(ICIS); (d) feasibility of a grid model 
to plot the position of co-operative 
legislation and policy; (e) analysis of 
impact of various laws other than co
operative law on functioning and op
erations of co-operatives; (f) general

co-operative law  vis-a-v is sector 
laws; (g) application of co-operative 
law to different levels of co-operative 
structure, e.g. primary, secondary 
and tertiary; and (h) need for and na
ture of provisions of co-operative law 
for a graduated level of government 
regulation and disengagement, q
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ICA Regional Youth Seminar for Asia and the Pacific
ute to the develop
ment of the move
ment. He answered 
q uestion s on the 
role of co-op era- 
tives in offsetting 
the effects of glo
balization. He also 
listened to sugges
tio n s m ade by 
young people on 
how to better inte
grate them in the 
co-operative move
m ent. Finally, he 
encouraged them 
to always fight for 
a world of peace and equity for all 
human beings, stressing that co-op
eratives provide the most effective in
stitutional framework to channel the 
creativity of youth and hence address 
the manifold socio-economic issues 
impacting them.

P rof N akam ura H isash i of the 
Ryuokoku University, Japan made a 
presentation on the 'Improvement of 
People's Living through Co-opera- 
tive Networking'. He presented an 
in-depth analysis of the economic 
and political situation in the Asia- 
Pacific region. He closed his presen

Roberto Rodrigues and others at the Youth Seminar

tation by proposing actions young 
people should take in each country. 
Robby Tulus, ICA Regional Director, 
talked on the 'Development of Co
ops in the Asia-Pacific Region in the 
21st Century'. He gave an overview 
of the youth employment situation 
in the region, which is declining. He 
further gave ideas for the creation of 
employment among youth and em
phasized the importance of educa
tion and training. Young people had 
the opportunity to discuss the fol
lowing topics: "To develop local in
dustry and improve people's living 
through co-operatives", "To develop 
campus co-operative activities for 
active campuses and better commu
nities", and "To make attractive co
operatives to youth and community."

An ev a lu a tio n  on the last day, 
showed strong interest from young 
people to share and learn with other 
young people around the world. The 
participants unanim ously agreed 
that the experiences they had gained 
from the two-days seminar will help 
them better contribute to their com
munity work, and they requested 
that a web site be set-up to continue 
the d ia log u e. A set o f reco m 
mendations will be submitted to the 
Asia-Pacific Standing Committee of 
the ICA to better implement youth 
integration in the region.

□

T he International Co-operative 
Alliance Regional Office for 
Asia and the Pacific (ICA- 

ROAP) organized a Regional Youth 
Seminar for Asia Pacific in co-opera
tion with ICA Consumer Sub-Com
mittee on University/College Co-op
eratives for Asia and the Pacific, in 
Tokyo, Japan, 25 to 27 June 2001. 
The seminar was jointly hosted by 
the ICA, National Federation of Uni
versity Co-operative Associations 
(NFUCA), Japanese Consumers' Co
operative Union (JCCU), and Japan 
Joint Com m ittee of Co-operatives 
(JJC).
More than 100 young people from 11 
countries gathered to discuss the 
theme of the seminar "Leaders to
ward C o-operation , Leading the 
New Century".
Inaugurating the Seminar, ICA Presi
dent, Roberto Rodrigues, reminded 
the participants of his speech in 1997 
when he said that "the young today 
will be the future pillars of our co
operative movement in the 2 1 st cen
tury ." In the aftern o o n , Mr. 
Rodrigues had a round table meet
ing with young people to discuss the 
future of co-operatives in the region 
and how young people can contrib

Asian youth in the forefront?



CA/ILO Workshop validates the Co-operative 
.eadership Development Manual for Women

t a workshop held in Bang- 
% kok, 20-23 August, the Co- 
j L  operative Leadership De- 

lop m ent M anual, d evelop ed  
ntly by the ICA and ILO Coopnet 
^gramme was validated.

e workshop was inaugurated by 
bby Tulus, ICA Regional Director, 
d attended by 20 leaders and train- 
; from  IC A ,ILO , G eneva, ILO 
iopnet, India, Indonesia, Japan, 
ilaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Sri 
nka, Thailand and AWCF.

3. Anne-Brit Nippierd (ILO), Ms. 
resita M. de Leon, ILO Coopnet 
d Romulo Villamin (ICA) facili- 
ed the w orkshop. M s. Brenda 
tistiana, the writer of the manual 
;o attended the workshop.

a hectic 3-day programme, the 
rticipants, who were mostly train- 
;, gender experts and leaders, were 
le to validate the workshop.

/era I suggestions were made to 
ike the m odules -of the manual 
ire effective.

e final m odified m anual is ex
ited to be ready by the end of the

Participants at the Validation Workshop pose for a photograph

year, after which this will be dissemi
nated to the ICA member organisa
tion s. N ation al leve l tra in ers ' 
trainings were to be organised, with 
technical input and support from the 
ICA/ILO Coopnet.

Mr. Juku Ozawa informed the work
shop participants that the ICA Re
gional Women's Committee hope to 
organise 3 sub-regional workshops

(for Central and South & West Asia; 
South-East Asia and East-Asia & the 
Pacific) using the m anual during
2002 , so that the m anual could be %
tested at field level. The workshop 
requested participants to provide 
more case studies, co-operative laws 
and other material to the writer, so 
that she could include them in the 
m od ified  v ersion  and m ake the 
manual more comprehensive. O

International co-op trade fair and seminar held

Some two hundred producers co
operatives from Vietnam, China, 

Iran and the Philippines participated 
in the International Co-operative Ex
hibition 2001, organized by Vietnam 
Co-operative Alliance, ICA Regional 
Office for Asia and the Pacific and the 
Co-operatives & Small Enterprises 
Corporation, at the Vietnam Exhibi
tion Center in Hanoi, from 27th Au
gust to 3rd September 2001.

Co-op products on display included 
agricultural commodities, processed 
goods, light industrial products, ag
ricu ltu ral and in d u stria l m ach i
neries, construction materials, and 
handicrafts.

Mr. Pham The Duyet, President of the 
Presidium of the Fatherland Front of 
Vietnam and Mr. Pham Gia Khiem, 
Deputy Prime Minister of Vietnam 
represented the government.

Speaking at the opening ceremonies, 
Dr. Nguyen Ty, President of the Viet
nam Co-operative Alliance and Mr. 
Romulo Villamin, Director for South
east Asia, ICA ROAP underlined the 
importance of the trade exhibition

Representatives from the co-opera
tive movement of Thailand and Aus
tralia also participated.

The week-long event also featured a 
2-day seminar on international trade.

by Tulus, ICA Regional Director speak- 
at the workshop. Ms. Anne-Brit 

'pierd (ILO) is also seen seated on his



Pre-qualify names with .COOP

.@op
one member, one vote, one domain.

The new .coop logo

The International Co-operative 
Alliance (ICA) is providing its 
members a special service that 

a llow s them  to reserv e dom ain 
names in the new top level domain 
.coop prior to the official launch of 
.coop. This is an extraordinary oppor
tunity for ICA members to show their 
co-operative difference and promote 
their co-operative identity on the 
Internet!

On the occassion of International 
Day of Co-operatives (7 July), a new 
.coop logo was introduced. The new 
logo with a vibrant colour and mod
ern ty p eface  ex em p lifies  the 
innovativeness of the Co-operative 
Movement. The tagline - "one mem
ber, one vote, one domain" - focuses on 
the most important attribute differ
entiating co-operatives from inves- 
tor-owned businesses - their demo
cratic governance and the principle 
of dem ocracy on the basis of one 
member, one vote. The new logo was 
tested with co-operatives around the 
world prior to launch.

As of July 2001, ICA members have 
been pre-qualifying domain names

of their choice. Many members have 
already taken advantage of this op
portunity by quickly pre-qualifying 
the names they wish to use to dem
onstrate their co-operative difference. 
Do not wait, pre-qualify the names 
you wish now !

M embers may pre-qualify domain 
names only for their own use. This 
includes their names and acronyms, 
their products and services and their 
w holly-ow ned subsidiaries. They 
will not be able to reserve the names 
of their members.

There is no limit to the number of 
domain names that each member can 
register.
The registration fee of USD 160 must 
be paid on-line by credit card at the 
time of pre-qualification.
It is expected that .coop w ill be 
launched in late September or early 
October.
However, regulary check the ICA 
web site www.coop.org or the .coop 
web site www.cooperative.org. For 
more informatio, contact Ms. Maria 
Elena Chavez at ICA, Geneva.

V. Kurien awarded the first Rochdale 
Pioneers Prize

V erghese Kurien, nominated 
by the National Co-opera- 
tive Dairy Federation of In

dia, has b een  aw arded the first 
Rochdale Pioneers Prize.

Dr. Kurien will receive a certifi
cate at the ICA General Assembly, 
in Seoul, Korea, on 17 October.

He will also be invited to address 
the General Assembly.

Dr. Kurien has made an invaluable 
contribution to the dairy sector in In
dia by helping to establish innova
tive and financially sustainable 
dairy co-operatives. Dr.V. Kurien

He was also the "architect" of 
Operation Flood, the largest dairy 
developm ent programme in the 
world.

In addition to help establish thou
sands of co-operatives, he also set 
up the well- known Institute of Ru
ral Management in Anand.

The jury, which is made up of mem
bers of the ICA Board Presidium, 
received 16 nominations from in
dividuals and co-operative or
ganisations.

- M ats Ahnlund

http://www.coop.org
http://www.cooperative.org


Member education highlighted in Regional Workshop

Inter Co-op Tourism Seminar in 
Malaysia

Me m b e r  e d u c a t io n  pro 
gram m es in one form or 
another are still alive in 

.̂sia. In  som e countries, such pro- 
jram m es are even institutionalized 
vithin the coop system.

’hey represent efforts at addressing 
nem ber participation as an im por- 
ant part of defining cooperative suc- 
:ess. However, very little is know n 
ibout these efforts and the valuable 
■xperiences they represent.

"o address this gap, ICA R O A P and 
he Indonesian C ooperative Council 
D E K O P IN ) org an ized  a regional 
vorkshop on "T h e D evelopm ent of 
Member Education System  in A sia" 
n Bandung, Indonesia, from 13-15 
uly 2001.

The w orkshop highlighted the actual 
?xperience of coop in stitu tion s in 
^sia in developing and delivering 
nem ber education program m es.

Thirty participants representing na- 
ional coop institutions from  India, 
ndonesia, M alaysia, Sri Lanka, Thai- 
and and Vietnam  attended the re- 
;ional w orkshop.

rraining Programme 
:or M anagers of Con
sumers Co-ops

Th e IC A  R eg ion al O ffice  for 
A sia and the Pacific, in  co-1 
laboration w ith the Japanese 
C on su m ers' C o -o p era tiv e  U n ion  

JC C U ) and the M iyagi Co-operative 
fifth biggest consum er co-operative 
n Japan), plans to organise a train- 
ng programme for m anagers of con
sumer co-operatives for a period of 
[ w eeks in Japan. The program m e 
vould be organised every year dur- 
ng 2001, 2002 and 2003. 
iach year, three m anagers o f con- 
um er co-operatives from the region 
vill be trained at the M iyagi C o-op- 
■rative in Japan.
This year, the training program m e is 
icheduled to be organized from  6- 29 
September, 2001.

Member education workshop in progress

Tourism  products specifically 
designed for coop m em bers 
and involving co-operatives 
at both  ends of the m arket w ere de

veloped recently. To pursue this, pre
lim in a ry  b u s in e s s  a rra n g e m e n ts  
w ere concluded betw een co-opera
tives.
These w ere the concrete results of the 
Inter Co-op Tourism  Sem inar held in 
Kuala Lumpur, M alaysia from 11th 
to 13th June 2001.
T h e sem in ar looked  at the g lobal 
to u rism  m ark et and  th e to u rism  
products and services now offered by 
co-operatives. Special attention was 
also given to social and com m unity 
tou rism , w here co -o p erativ es can 
occupy a special niche.
Thirty-seven participants represent
ing co-operatives engaged in travel 
and tourism  in M alaysia, Singapore 
and the Philippines participated in 
the sem inar. They included school 
co-operatives in M alaysia that pro
mote, am ong others, dom estic tour
ism.

The sem inar w as organized by the 
International C o-operative A lliance 
Regional Office for Asia & the Pacific 
and the N ational C o-operative O r
ganization of M alaysia (ANGKASA), 
in  co llab o ratio n  w ith  the In tern a
tional A ssociation  of Tourism  C o
operatives (TICA). The World Tour
ism Organization based in Spain pro
vided  valu ab le  inp u ts d u ring  the 
sem inar.

The sem inar w as officially opened by 
Datuk Abdul Kadir Sheik Fadzir, the 
M inister of Culture, Arts and Tour
ism  of M alaysia. □

Please send News and 
Views on your 

Co-operative movement 
to ASPACON for 

publication



Delhi Cabinet approves amendments to Co-operative Act

The D elhi State C abinet has ap
p roved  am end m en ts in  the 
D elhi State C o-operative So
cieties A ct to sim plify dispute m echa

nism s and keep governm ent inter
vention as an exception in  cases of 
public interest.
U nder Section 34 of the Co-operative 
Societies Act, the term of the m anage
m ent body is to be tw o years and the 
com m ittee m ust hold elections before 
the expiry o f its term. How ever, no 
m em ber o f the m anagem ent body 
will be eligible for any post if he / she

Inaugurating the Conference on 
'Strengthening Co-operatives in 
K erala' organised jointly  by  N a
tional C o-operative U nion of India, 

N ew  Delhi, and the Institute o f Co
o p e r a tiv e  M a n a g e m e n t, T h iru -  
v a n th a p u ra m  (In d ia ) , M r. M .M . 
H ssan , e m in e n t co -o p e ra to r  and  
M inister for the Parliam entary affairs 
of K erala said: "G lobalisation is not 
a threat to co-operation. We achieved 
m uch in the field o f science and tech
nology and inform ation technology, 
b u t we did not im plem ent the IT  in 
co-operatives so far. So w e should 
take steps to link IT in  co-operatives."

F o rm er C h a irm an  o f IF F C O , Mr. 
Surendra K um ar Jakhar, shared his 
vision, perceptions on  econom ic re
form s and the problem s faced by co
operatives in  the new  m illennium .

Mr. A jit K u m ar Singh, C hairm an, 
N A FED  assured that N A FED  w ill be 
procuring copra during this season.

Mr. B.S. Visw anathan, form er Presi
dent of N C U I and D irector of IFFCO, 
stressed the need to review  develop
m ent o f co-operative m ovem ent in 
each state and organise m ore confer
ence.

H e pointed  ou t that in  the U nited  
States and Japan, farm ers are able to

has held a post for tw o consecutive 
term s.

In  order to increase w om en's partici
pation in the m anagem ent of these 
co-operatives, tw o seats w ill be re
served for them  in  all types o f co
operative societies.

The com m ittee or its officer can be 
rem oved by calling a special general 
b od y  m eetin g  and exp u lsio n  of a 
m em ber o f a society  can  b e  m ade 
on ly  by  a reso lu tio n  p assed  by  a 
three-fourth majority.

get loans at 6 per cent interest, w hile 
in India it is very high at 18-20 per 
cent. We should take steps to reduce 
th e in terest ra tes  and  p ro d u ctio n  
costs.

Mr. Jo se p h  M o n ip illy , C h airm an , 
K erala  S ta te  C o-op erativ e  R u bber 
M a rk e tin g  F e d e ra t io n , M r. Jo s e  
Kuttiyani, President, Kerala State Co
operative M arketing Federation and 
Mr. P.A. Ummer, President, K erala 
State C o-op erative Bank, en u m er
ated the problem s faced by  farm ers 
in the fields of rubber, coffee, spices 
and coconut.

Mr. K. Srinivasa Gowda, Chairm an, 
IF FC O  and  C h airm an , K arn atak a  
State C o-operative M arketing Fed 
eration w as also present at the Con
ference.

N early 150 co-operators from  differ
ent districts of K erala attended the 
Conference.

Dr. K .A . Tham bi, Secretary, N C C T 
w elcom ed the delegates w hile Dr. T. 
Paranjothi gave a vote of thanks.

- K .S . R ad h ak rish n an  N air 
Publicity O ffice,r 

K erala State C o-operative U nion

In  order to prevent m ism anagem ent 
and p rotect pu blic in terest, provi
sions have been m ade for tim ely au
dit and holding annual general body 
m eeting.

The com m ittee w ill have to file re
tu rn s  re la t in g  to  its  fu n c tio n in g  
w ithin 30 days of holding the annual 
g e n e ra l m e e tin g  an d  th e re p o rt 
should be subm itted to the registrar 
of co-operative societies.

-  Indian Express, June 22, 2001

IFFC O  likely to take  
JV  rou te  for in fotec  
operations

The Indian Farm ers Fertiliser Co
operative Ltd (IFFCO), the coun
try's largest co-operative, is explor
ing the possibility of setting up a joint 

venture com pany to undertake its in
form ation technology operations.

The fertiliser co-operative has held 
d eta iled  d iscu ss io n s  w ith  In d ia n  
Space Research O rganisation (ISRO), 
Ind ian  R ailw ays, M inistry  o f N on- 
C onvential Energy and several other 
co-operatives to link rural post offices 
through optic fibre netw ork.

Inform ation required by  the farm ers 
c o u ld  b e  m a d e  e a s ily  a v a ila b le  
th rou gh  the In tern et. IF FC O  also  
plans to utilise the netw ork  for its 
insu rance bu siness and m arketing  
netw ork.

IF F C O  M a n a g in g  D ire cto r , U .S . 
Awasthi, told the H industan Tim es 
that he plans to utilise the geographi
cal inform ation system  of ISRO  to 
provide inform ation to farm ers on 
the nature of soil, w eather conditions 
and plants to be grow n in  a particu
lar area.

-  Hindustan Times, New Delhi,
24 August, 2001

"Globalisation is not a threat to 
co-operation"



SNCF holds Fifth Annual 
Co-opLeaders' Conference

APHCO Board 
meets in Singapore

The Singapore N ational Co-op 
erative Federation (SNCF) or 
ganised  the 5th  A nnual C o
o p era tiv e  L ea d e rs  C o n fere n ce  in  

Penang from  26-28 M ay 2001. The 
them e of this y ear's conference w as 
'Tow ards a M ore D ynam ic Co-opera- 
tive M ovem ent - Prom oting Greater 
M em bers' Participation and M ove
m ent".

H ighlights of the conference w as the 
thought-provoking them e paper pre
sented by Mr. Robby Tulus, ICA Re
gional D irector for Asia-Pacific.

H e m entioned "w hile usage of new 
paradigm s of leadership, know ledge 
m an ag em en t, e -s tra te g ie s  and  e- 
business, has to be the key strategy 
to m aking co-operatives sustainable. 
B ack  to  b a sic  m ean s fo cu sin g  on 
m em bers, w ith  a strategy  that fo
cuses on business excellence that will 
in  tu rn  em p ow er m em bers to b e 
co m e  m o re  in v o lv e d  and  
participative".

Three case studies were presented by 
M s. P a tric ia  N g, Sen ior M anager, 
Hum and Resources, N TU C Incom e, 
Miss. Lim  Bee Lum , H onorary Sec
retary, N U S M ulti-pu rpose C o-op
erative, and Mr. Richard Chua, Vice 
C hairm an, Singapore Police Credit 
Co-operative.

Go v ern m en t o f In d ia  has p re
sented to P arliam en t a Bill to 
amend Indian Insurance A ct to allow 
the form ation of co-operatives in  the 

field of Insurance.

It is expected that the Bill w ill b e  ap
proved in w inter session of P arlia
m ent, som e tim e in N ovem ber/D e
cem ber this year.

Im portant features of the Bill are:

(a) Insurance C o-operatives can be 
incorporated under existing co
operative law(s);

The them e covered tw o pertinent ar
eas. First, w hat strategies do our co
o p era tiv es  ad o p t to exp an d  th e ir 
m em bership base; and second, how  
do our co-operatives prom ote their 
m em bers' participation and involve
m ent in  co -op erativ es' affairs and 
activities.
In h is w elcom e address, Mr. Tan Kin 
Lian , SN C F C hairm an, said : "T h e  
success of co-operatives are bu ilt on 
the foundation of a strong m em ber
ship base. M em bership  constitutes 
the greatest asset and is a source of 
s tren g th  to  co -o p era tiv es . W ith a 
strong co-operative m em bership, co
operatives will be able to m ove ahead 
w ith confidence in  contributing to
w ards the social and econom ic w ell
being of their m em bers and the pub
lic at large."
The annual co-operatives' conference 
provides a platform  for the co-opera- 
tive leaders in Singapore to get to
gether to discuss a specific them e of 
im m ediate relevance and consider 
recom m endations for im plem enta
tion . T h e an n u al C on feren ce also 
g iv e s  n e tw o r k in g  o p p o r tu n itie s  
am ong co-operators for m utual ben
efits and thereby enhances co-opera
tive spirits.

-  SNCF Co-operator 
Special Anniversary Issues/2001.

(b) The m inim um  equity has been  
prescribed in Indian Rupees one 
hu nd red  crore (one thou sand  
m illion);

(c) Insurance Co-operatives w ill be 
allow ed in  both the fields - G en
eral In su ran ce  as w ell as L ife 
Insurance;

(d) Foreign equity participation al
low ed in  co-operatives shall be 
lim ited to 26%  of the total equity.

□

The board of A sia-Pacific H ealth 
C o -o p e r a tiv e  O r g a n iz a tio n  
(APH CO ) m et in  Singapore, 19 to 21 
July  2001.

The m eeting w as chaired by Dr. Vijay 
D esh m u kh  in  the absence o f Dr. 
S h o ji  K a to  C h a irp e rs o n  o f th e 
APH CO .

Mr. Lionel Sam arasinghe of N ational 
C o-operative C ouncil of Sri Lanka 
inform ed the participants that his or
ganization had prepared for the Asia 
Pacific H ealth Co-op sem inar in con
junction  w ith the board m eeting in 
Sri Lanka. Dr. D eshm ukh sincerely 
apologized to Mr. Sam arasinghe for 
the postponem ent of the m eeting and 
the shifting of the venue.

The m eeting felt that it is necessary 
to coord inate th e re lation sh ip  b e 
tw e e n  th e  IH C O  ( In te r n a tio n a l 
H ealth  C o-operative O rganization) 
and A PH C O , especially  in view  of 
the fact th a t Dr. Sh o ji K ato  is the 
Chair of both  IH C O  and APH CO .

It  w a s th e re fo re  su g g e s te d  th a t 
A PH C O  m em bers participate in the 
IH C O  general m eeting in Seoul dur
ing O ctober as the observers and ex
change ideas w ith IH CO  m em bers, 
to consider jo in ing IH CO .

Dr. B h ara t P rad h an  rep orted  th at 
Phect-N epal has developed a com 
m unity hospital w ith  the help o f D r 
Yasuyuki Takahashi and JCC U . The 
m e etin g  a lso  d iscu sse d  th e  u sed  
m e d ic a l a p p lia n c e s  e x c h a n g e  
program m e' .Dr. Yasuyuki Takahashi 
reported that JC C U  has been provid
ing their used m edical appliances to 
M ongolia . A P H C O  m em bers w ho 
re q u ire  u sed  m e d ica l ap p lia n ces  
could provide a list of their require
m ents to the secretariat for circula
tion to it 's  m em bers.

T h e  n e x t G e n e ra l A sse m b ly  o f 
APH CO  w ill be held  at Seoul in  O c
tober in  conjunction w ith IH CO  G en
eral A ssem bly and IC A  G eneral A s
sembly.

Government of India to amend 
Indian Insurance Act
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Robby Tulus retires as ICA Regional Director for Asia-Pacific

Robby Tulus has retired volun
tarily from  the ICA for per
sonal reasons. His retirem ent 
is effective O ctober 1, 2001.

Mr. Tulus had taken over as the ICA 
Regional D irector from  the late Mr. 
G.K. Sharm a in 1996. Prior to this, he 
had w orked for tw o years as ICA 
Senior Policy Advisor.

Mr. Tulus p ioneered  the d ev elop 
m ent of credit unions in Asia and par
ticularly in Indonesia in the late six
ties  and  ea rly  se v e n tie s . H e had  
w orked w ith the C anadian Co-op- 
erative A ssociation for a num ber of 
years as Regional D irector for Asia.

W hile regretting Mr. Tulus's decision 
to retire, Mr. Karl Fogelstrom , ICA

D irector G eneral, ap p reciated  the 
contributions m ade by Mr. Tulus to 
the ICA 's developm ent and hoped he 
will continue his association w ith the 
ICA as a Senior Resource Person.

We, at the ICA Regional Office, wish 
to extend our gratitude to Mr. Tulus 
for all the good w ork he has done for 
co -o p era tiv e  d ev elo p m en t in this 
Region.

M R . B .D . S H A R M A , D ire cto r , 
South, W est and Central Asia, will 
function as Acting Regional D irector 
effective O ctober 1, 2001, till a new 
R egional D irector is identified and 
takes over.

Mr. Robby Tulus □

NCUI holds a national workshop on Public Relations

The N ational C o-operative U n
ion of Ind ia (N C U I) held  a 
national w orkshop on 'Public 
Relations: Key for Success of Co-op- 

eratives in the Present Era' on 19th 
July  2001 in N ew  Delhi. The w ork
shop w as organised to discuss and 
analyse various PR activities and ex
ercises undertaken by national and 
state level co-operative unions.

This w orkshop w as a follow -up to 
a n o th e r  w o rk sh o p  h eld  on  2 8 th  
M arch 2001 on 'Strengthening Links 
Betw een M edia and Co-operatives in 
the 21st Century'.

Inaugurating the w orkshop, Dr. S.S. 
Sisodia, President, NCUI, m entioned 
that this w orkshop is being held at a 
tim e w h en  p u b lic  re la tio n s  h ave 
em erged as a vital ingredient for the 
su ccess o f o rg an isa tio n s in every  
field. Though co-operatives in  India 
have em erged as a vibrant sector of 
Indian econom y, they still lack ad
equate and appropriate public rela
tion efforts. It is im portant that the 
co-operatives should highlight their 
achievem ents in a forceful m anner so 
that positive im age of their presence 
is well projected, particularly since 
only the fittest w ill succeed  in  the 
current m arket economy.

Its mi1
I9 "1 JULY. 2001 

1ATK1L COOPERATIVE UNION OF INDIi

Dr. S.S.Sisodia, President, N CU I speaking at the workshop. Mr.Ajit Kumar Singh, Chair
man, N A FED , Mr. Ram Iqbal Singh, Chairman, NCCF, and Mr. Bhagawati Prasad, Chief 
Executive Officer, N CU I are also seen in the picture.

Mr. Vinu W adgaonkar, General M an
ager, N ational Bank for A griculture 
and Rural D evelopm ent (NABARD), 
g ave the K ey N ote sp eech . O ther 
speakers included K .K. R avindran 
(N atio n al C o-op  A g ricu ltu re  and 
R ural D evelopm ent Banks Fed era
tion, S.K . M ahajan  (IFFC O ), B.K . 
M ishra (FISH COPFED ), P. N air (ICA 
RO A P), T.C. G autam  (N CC F), Ms. 
V iv ek  M ew a w a la  (N A F E D ), M s. 
A sh a  V oh ra  (N A F C U B ) S ta lin a s  
(TNSCU), Sanjay Varma (N CUI), etc. 
In  h is  c o n c lu d in g  re m a rk s , Dr.

Sisodia assured the w orkshop that 
the National Co-operative Union will 
help other week sectors of co-opera- 
tives in their public relations efforts. 
Mr. Bhagwati Prasad, C hief Execu
tive, NCUI, gave a vote of thanks.

The w orkshop w as co-ordinated by 
Mr. M ohan M ishra, Director, Public 
Relations, N CUI. O
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CA gets a new President
vano Barberini has been elected as 
IC A  P resident at its G e n e ra l 
Assembly held in Seoul, Korea 17 
ctober, 2001.
r. B a rb e rin i is P resident of 
gacoop, Italy, and has over 40 
ars' experience in the co-operative 
ovem ent. He began his co- 
lerative career in the consumer co- 
>erative sector and since 1996 has 
;ld the position of President of 
igacoop , a m u lti-sectora l 
ganization which represents over 
1,000 co-operatives with more than

5 million members. Mr. Barberini has 
also been very active in working with 
Eu ropean  and in te rn a tio n a l 
movements, promoting co-operative 
values and principles, collaboration 
among co-operatives and has also 
been involved in solidarity actions for 
developing countries and emergency 
aid.
ASPACON wishes the very best to the 
new President and we are sure he will 
take ICA to new heights.

-  Editor

he Sixth Ministers7 Conference to be 
eld in Kathmandu, Nepal
r he Sixth Co-operative Ministers' 

Conference for Asia and the Pa
cific will be held in Kathmandu, 

spal from 3-7 April, 2002, in col- 
boration with his Majesty's Govern- 
ent of Nepal and the National Co- 
lerative Federation of Nepal.
ie venue of the conference will be 
otel Soa ltee C ro w ne  P laza , 
jthmandu.

The ICA ROAP and the host organi
sation were able to get very good rates 
for hotels in Kathmandu for this event.
Invitation letters and detailed informa
tion will follow.
This will be one of the major events of 
the ICA in this region and we request 
all co-operators to please keep these 
dates free.

fiSPfiCON
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ICA Regional Consumer Committee meets in Seoul

Members o f the ICA Consumer Committee and the University Sub-Committee at a 
photo opportunity ■

T he 34th meeting of the ICA 
Committee on Consumer C o
operation for Asia  and the 

Pacific was held in Seoul, Korea on 
14 October, 2001.
A total of 24 delegates from 10 
countries and the ICA participated at 
the m eeting . The Com m ittee 
discussed the report on activities of 
the Consumer Co-operative Project of 
the ICA submitted by the Secretary of 
the Committee. It also broached on 
future activities for the year 2002.
Member delegates from Bangladesh, 
Ind ia , Indonesia , Ja p an , Korea, 
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand and 
Vietnam submitted country reports, 
which was discussed at the meeting.
Vietnam Co-operative Alliance (VCA) 
offered to host the next meeting of the 
Committee and that of the University 
Sub-Committee on Consumer C o 

T he Sixth meeting of the board of 
Asia-Pacific Health Co-operative 
Organisation (APHCO) and its 

third General Assembly was held in 
Seoul, Korea on 15 October, 2001. 
The board meeting was attended by 
members from Ja p a n , M alaysia ,

operation. It was decided that the ICA- 
ROAP w ill inform  the m em ber 
countries on the venue and date for

Nepal and Sri Lanka and the General 
Assembly was attended by about 25 
delegates from Japan and Korea, in 
addition to the board members. The 
board approved the workplan for 
2002-2003. Dr. Shoji Kato, founder 
Chairperson retired due to ill health

the next meeting.
-  A.K. Taneja

ICA Business Office 
in Singapore shifts 
premises
The ICA Business Office in Singa
pore has been shifted to:
#12-02 , SLF Building,
510, Thomson Road,
Singapore.
However, the telephone, fax num
bers and the E-mail address remain 
the same.

and Dr. Takahash i (Jap an ) was 
elected Chair of APHCO. Mr. Lionel 
Samarasinghe (Sri Lanka) was elected 
Vice Chairperson.
The APHCO members presented a 
Plaque of Appreciation to Dr. Kato in 
recognition of his services in the field 
of C o -o p era tive  H e a lth ca re  at 
reg ional and g lob a l leve l. The 
members wished him good, healthy 
and long life.

-A .K . Tan e/a

APHCO Board meets at Seoul
3rd APHCO General Assemb

Seoul. K o rea/ O ctober  15, 2001

Mr. Lionel Samarasinghe, Vice-Chair of the APHCO presents a memento to Dr. Kato 
on his retirement. Juku Ozawa, Secretary to APHCO looks on.



ICA holds its General Assembly in Seoul

a resolution requesting member 
o rg an isa tio n s to in c re ase  the 
membership subscription by 10 per 
cent was passed at this G enera l 
Assembly.
A new ICA Board and Audit and 
Control Committee were also elected.
The next ICA General Assembly will 
be held in O slo , Norway during 
2003.

r he ICA General Assembly was 
held in Seoul, Korea on 15- 
170ctober, 2001 at the COEX 

Convention Centre, hosted by the 
Jational Agricultural Co-operative 
ederation, which is a very strong and 
uccessful co-operative.
i record number of 1062 participants 
nd severa l hundred observers 
iarticipated at the General Assembly, 
he President of the Republic of 
'o re a , Mr. Kim D ae-Ju n g
laugurated the General Assembly, 
rhich opened with impressive cultural 
nd v ideo  p resen tatio ns ,
ongratulated the ICA and NACF for 
lo ld ing  such an im portant 
iternational event in Korea. He also 
lentioned that the General Assembly 
oincides with the building of peace 
trough the historic North/South link 
i Korea under the Sunshine Policy.
he President hoped that practical 
deas and agreements would emerge 
rom this Assembly, which will give co- 
iperatives in Korea to learn from the 
"A  m em ber o rg a n iza tio n s  in 
ifferent countries and different 
sctors.
r̂. Chung Dae-Kun, President of 

IACF, welcomed the President of
.orea and the First Lady and thanked

A  view o f the General Assembly (above) and the outgoing President Roberto Rodrigues 
(below)

them. He also greeted co-operators 
who came long distances to be in 
Seoul.
Mr. Kofi A n n an , UN S ecre tary  
G enera l also sent a m essage of 
g reetings to the IC A  G e n e ra l 
Assembly. The General Assembly was 
preceded by several meetings of ICA 
specialized organizations.
The General Assembly considered the 
difficult financial situation of ICA and

laugural Ceremony o f the General Assembly
3
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ICA Global Research 
Forum held in Seoul

M ore than 35 researchers from 
a dozen countries met in 
Seoul during 11-13 October 

and considered papers on the theme 
'C iv il Society, Co-operation  and 
Rejuvenation'.
Mr. Roger Spear, Head of the 
Research Committee retired and the

Com m ittee elected Mr. A k ira  
Kurimoto as the new Chair.
There was a joint session of the Forum 
with the delegates of the Youth 
Seminar.
Mr. M adhav M ad ane has been 
elected as the new Chair of the Asia- 
Pacific Regional Research Network.

short so we need to enjoy life and not 
be afraid of making mistakes. We 
must give meaning to life by working 
to build a better world.
The keynote speech was given by Dr. 
Peter Davis. There was also a joint 
w o rkshop  with the Research  
Committee.
Several presentations were made by 
Dr. Ian M acP h erso n , Radhiyah 
Hussain and Mohammad Azri Harun 
from Malaysia and Koo Jung Eun 
from Korea.
Roger Spear, C h a ir  of the ICA  
Research Committee compared the 
value in various co-operative models 
as a way to exchange knowledge.

SANASA Bank 
executives 
trained at 
Lucknow
T he ICA ROAP, in collaboration 

with Bankers' Institute of Rural 
development (BIRD), Lucknow 

organised an Executive Deve-lopment 
Program m e fo r m iddle level 
m anagerial personnel of SANASA 
Development Bank (SDB), Sri Lanka, 
from 14 21 October 2001.
The training focused on an enabling 
strategies for structural reforms of co
operative banking system to meet the 
emerging challenges in the financial 
sector. The contents inc luded  
conceptualization of co-operative 
banking system and its positioning in 
the financial sector. Besides, it also 
discussed HRD for co-operative banks 
and steps fo r the ir e ffic ien t 
operational management. Besides, 
participants were also exposed to 
actual field situation through their 
v isits to co -o p era tive  banks in 
Lucknow.
1 0 Executive O fficers of SANASA 
D evelopm ent B an k , Sri Lan k a , 
p artic ip ated  in the T ra in ing  
Programme.

-A .K . Taneja

Co-op Youth Seminar attracts 
delegates from 20 countries
M ore than 50 d e leg ates Mr. Roberto Rodrigues, ICA President, 

represented co-operative youth in his speech, gave the advice to youth 
projects in 20 countries during a day- to (1) never fear experience but 
long youth Seminar held in Seoul on respect it, as experience is just the 
14 October. accumulation of failures; (2) life is

I "  A S IA  PACIFIC 
C O -O PER ATIVE R ES EA R C H  C ONFERENC E
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General Council of National Co-operative 
Development Corporation meets
T he General Council of NCDC 

was held in New Delhi on 04 
October, 2001. Mr. Ajit Singh, 

P resident of N C D C  and Union 
Minister for Agriculture called for a 
marketing revolution as a corollary to 
the green revolution, particularly in 
the context of the present W TO 
reg im e . He la id  em p hasis on 
marketing reforms calling upon the 
co-operatives to play an important 
role in efficient marketing of agro
products both primary and processed, 
for upon this would hinge value 
addition  to the g row ers. " C o 
operatives must take a lead to 
spearhead marketing revolution in 
accessing both domestic and global 
markets through efficient systems at 
farm level, networking and using IT 
based ap p lica tio n s  w herever 
possible."
D uring  2 0 0 0 -2 0 0 1  the N C D C  
recorded a record d isb u rsa l of 
R s .6 4 7 .8 3  c ro re s , w hich  is a 
phenomenal increase of 40 per cent 
from the preceding year.
Mr. JN L S r iv a s ta v a , Secre tary  
(A g ricu ltu re  & C o -o p e ra tio n , 
Government of India) felt that the role
of co-operative sector in national 
econom y is very great and co 

JNL Srivastava, Secretary (Agriculture & Co-operation), Government of India, addressing 
the meeting. Alongside are S.S.Sisodia, President, NCUI, PK. Mishra, MD, N CD C  and 
I.S.Chaturvedi, Deputy Managing Director, N CD C

operative sector is an integral part of 
our economy.
The Secretary noted the significant 
contribution of co-operatives in 
sectors like agriculture, credit, sugar, 
dairy, textiles, fisheries, distribution of 
fertilizers and agro-inputs, storage 
and marketing of agro-produces, etc. 
Thus co-operatives have a major 
presence in the agricultural sector. Mr.

P. K. M ishra , M anaging Director 
w elcom ed the m em bers and 
mentioned about the initiatives taken 
by N C D C  to refocus its strategy, 
strengthening of its financial base and 
field units, organization changes, 
reappraising the whole spectrum of 
technical and management services.

-  Ms. Archna Sood

Co-operatives can register new domain name
C o-operatives are now able to 

use .coop as a domain name 
and a unique address in the 

internet. Until now, co-operatives can 
only use .com or ,org or .net to 
register their presence in the internet. 
With the new dom ain nam e, co
operatives will be able not only to 
prom ote the ir own identity in 
cyberspace but also strengthen their 
linkages and business relationships. 
The w orldw ide co -o p erative  
movement last year won the top-level 
domain name <.coop>, one of the 
few approved by the Internet

Corporation for Assigned Names and 
N um bers (IC A N N ). Th is w ill be 
a va ilab le  only to legitim ate co 
operatives and co-operative service 
o rganizations subscrib ing to the 
p rin c ip les enunciated  by the 
International Co-operative Alliance 
(www.coop.org).
The new dom ain  nam e w ill be 
launched and available for use by the 
end of January 2002.
Meantime, co-operatives can pre
qualify and reserve a domain name 
of their choice at www.coop.org.

http://www.coop.org
http://www.coop.org


Fourteenth Indian Co-operative 
Congress held
T he co-operative movement in 

India held its 14th Indian C o 
operative Congress during 22- 

23 September, 2001 at the Siri Fort 
A ud ito rium  in New D e lh i. 
D istinguished guests like Hon. 
G .M .C . Balayogi, Speaker of the Lok 
Sabha, Mr. Ajit Singh, Minister of 
Agriculture, Government of India, etc. 
attended the Congress.
M r.G .M .C . Balayogi, the Hon'ble 
speaker mentioned that co-operatives 
a re  im portant institu tions in 
developing the national economy of 
the country, which bring about socio
economic changes in rural India.
Mr. Ajit Singh, Hon'ble Minister of 
Agriculture, Governm ent of India 
mentioned about the high priority 
attached by the Government of India 
on human resource development in 
the co-operative sector. He lauded the 
role of National Council for C o 
operative Training in this field and the 
support and initiative provided by the 
National Co-operative Union of India

Mr. K.C. Pant, Dy. Chairman o f the Planning Commission o f India gave the validictory 
address at the dosing session. Dr. S.S. Sisodia, President o f NCUI presenting a me
mento to M r Pant.

and the leadership role of Dr. S.S. 
Sisodia, the President of NCUI.
The Congress attracted thousands of 
delegates from all parts and provinces 
of India and is one of the most 
important events in the Indian C o 
operative Movement.

Several delegates presented papers 
and situation  p ap ers on the 
development of co-operatives, their 
p rob lem s and the possib le  
improvement strategies.

Regional HRD Committee ica/icftu /n u c/n cf joint 
meets in Seoul workshop held in Kathmandu
T he ICA member organizations should have a stake 

in the global learning center proposed by the global 
ICA HRD Committee for the idea to succeed. 

Recognizing the important role of apex bodies in the 
proposed center, it was suggested that ICA members put 
up the money to support its start-up and operations.
Guidelines should also be laid down to make clear the 
flow of information and the coordinating process involving 
the participation of members.
The proposal to set up the 'Co-operative Learning 
Information Center' was made during the 14th meeting 
of the ICA Committee on HRD and Research for Asia and 
the Pacific, held in Seoul, Korea on 14 October 2001.
The regional committee agreed to hold at least two 
regional seminars a year for its members, to be hosted 
by a member in one country and to be jointly organized 
with the HRD committee. Sri Lanka, India and Malaysia 
offered to host one seminar each in 2002.

A  joint preparatory workshop organized jointly by 
the International Confederation of Free Trade Un
ions, Asia-Pacific Regional Office, the ICA Regional 

Office for Asia and the Pacific, the National Trade Union 
Congress of Nepal and National Co-operative Federa
tion of Nepal, on 'Joint Pilot Project on Organizing the 
Informal Sector through Co-operatives' was held at 
Kathmandu from 20-21 December, 2001. Twenty partici
pants (10 from the trade unions and 10 from the co-op- 
erative sector in N epal) attended the w orkshop . 
Topics discussed were 'Globalisation, Labour Market Chal
lenges and responses by trade Unions and Co-operatives' 
and 'Organizing informal sector through co-operatives'. 
The workshop was moderated by B.D. Sharma, regional 
director of ICA, assisted by A .K . Taneja, Program Officer. 
After discussions, it was decided that a joint pilot project 
be taken up to organize handicrafts craftsmen and carpet 
weavers' through co-ops, to be replicated in the Region.

-A .K . Taneja



Office Bearers of ICA Regional Women's Committee 
meets in Seoul
O ffice Bearers of ICA Regional 

Women's Committee met in 
Seoul on 1 6 October, 2001 

to discuss on the activities for the year 
2001 and the plans for 2002.
The meeting was attended by Ms. 
Rahaiah Baharen, Chairperson, Ms. 
Preema Shanti Sooriyarachchi, Vice- 
Chair, Ms. Junko Itoh, representing 
For Ms. Hatsuko Omori (Vice-Chair), 
V\s. Akiko Yamauchi, from JC CU  as 
□ n observer, and Mr. Juku Ozawa, 
ICA-ROAP, Secretary.
Mr. Juku O zaw a, secretary, informed 
the m eeting on the activ ities 
undertaken during the year 2001 
based on the decisions taken at the 
previous office bearers' meeting. The 
meeting also discussed scheduled 
activities for 2002.

The meeting decided that the next ICA 
Regional Women's Forum should be 
held during  Ja n u a ry  2 0 0 3 , in 
conjunction with the ICA Regional 
A ssem bly . Though there w as a 
suggestion that governance should be 
the theme of the Forum , a final 
decision will be taken at the next 
meeting of the office bearers.
The meeting further discussed where 
the name of the Committee should 
be changed to 'Asia-Pacific Gender 
Equity Committee' in tune with similar 
changes made in the nomenclature 
of the global women's committee. The 
office bearers felt that the views of 
committee members should be sought 
and the secretariat has issued a 
newsletter requesting opinion from 
the members. Another important

point discussed at the meeting was 
the ho ld ing  of su b -reg io n a l 
workshops to train trainers, using the 
Leadership Training Manual prepared 
by the ICA ROAP in collaboration with 
the ILO Coopnet. It was decided that 
three sub-regional workshops, one 
for the ASEAN region, possibly in 
M alays ia  or S ing apo re , one for 
Central, South and West Asia region, 
in India, and a third for Far East and 
Pacific region, either in Japan or 
Korea wil be held during 2 0 0 2 . 
M em ber o rg an iza tio n s in these 
regions will be contacted to host these 
workshops.
The next meeting of the office bearers 
will be held on 29 March 2002 in 
Malaysia.

-  Juku O zaw a

First ICA-Japan training course for rural women 
agricultural co-operative leaders held
T he International Co-operative 

Alliance Regional Office for Asia 
and the Pacific, in association 

with its m em ber organisation in 
Ja p a n , the C e n tra l U nion of 
Agricultural Co-operatives of Japan 
(JA-Zenchu) and the Institute for the 
Development of Agricultural C o 
operation in Asia (IDACA), organised 
Ihe 1 st ICA-Japan Training Course for 
"Strengthening Women's Agricultural 
Co-operatives in Rural Areas and 
mprovement of Farm Management 
and Rural L ife" in Tha iland  and 
Japan. Eight participants -  two each 
From India, Philippines, Thailand and 
V ietnam , attended the Tra in ing  
Course.
The Course held from 22 September
lo 26 October, included a 10-day 
comparative field study visits from 22 
to 30 September 2001 in Thailand. 
The study v is its  w ere held in 
collaboration with the Co-operative

Leagues of Thailand (CLT) and Co
operative Promotion Department, 
G o vern m en t of T h a ila n d . The 
program m e is funded by the 
Government of Japan in the Ministry

of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
(MAFF). The objective of the training 
course was to facilitate improvement 
of liv ing  stan d ard s of farm  
households through w om en's

Participants of the course with Mr. Y. Nakaoka, Managing Director o f IDACA (seated 
3rd from the left)



participation in the organisational 
structures and business operations of 
agricultural co-operatives.
Field study visits were also arranged 
to agricultural co-operatives and 
women's associations in Fukuoka 
Prefecture of Japan. The participants 
also held group discussions and 
p repared  b rie f reports on the 
experiences gained by them.
An end-of-the-course evaluation 
session was also held. In view of the 
experience gained by the participants

vano Barberini, the newly elected 
President of In ternational C o 
operative A lliance has recently 

visited the Regional Office for Asia 
and the Pacific. This is his first visit to 
India. He was in New Delhi at the 
inv ita tion  of the N atio n a l C o 
operative Union of India to be the 
chief guest of one of its national 
events.

ICA President with the ICA ROAP staff

The President made it a point to visit 
the Regional Office. He mentioned 
that the International Co-operative 
Alliance has its strengths in the form 
of its global presence and goodwill 
among its member organizations. 
This strength needs to be further 
enhanced to address the emerging

through class room lectures, field 
study visits in Thailand and Japan, 
interaction among themselves, and 
based upon th e ir own w ork 
environment, the participants were 
able to develop brief outlines of their 
action p lan s , which they would 
recommend to their organisations on 
return to their home countries.
These plans were developed through 
holding group discussions and on the 
basis of their discussions with their 
seniors before joining the training

needs of membership in the context 
of g lo b a lisa t io n . A ll IC A  sta ff 
members should work towards the 
achievement of this visualization, both 
at the regional as well as the global 
levels. To make this happen, ICA has 
appointed a task force that is looking 
into various organizational, structural, 
financial and administrative pers

pectives. The President men-tioned 
that he hopes to visit the Region more 
often for more a longer duration, so 
that he could study and understand 
the co-operative system in this part 
of the world.

-  P N air

course. The concluding session was 
held on Thursday, 25 October 2001, 
with Mr. Osamu Takasawa, Director, 
Technical Co-operation Division, 
International Affairs Department of 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries (MAFF) as Chief Guest.
Mr. Yoshitada Nakaoka, Managing 
Director of IDACA and Mr. K. Sethu 
Madhavan, Planning Officer of ICA 
ROAP addressed the closing session.

-K. Sethum adhavan

Consumer Co-op 
M anagers 
trained in Japan
T he ICA Regional Office for Asia 

and the Pacific in collaboration with 
the Ja p an e se  C o n su m ers ' C o 
operative Union and the Miyagi Co
operative  o rg an ised  a tra in in g  
program m e fo r m anag ers of 
consumer co-operatives in Japan 6- 
29 Septem ber, 2 0 0 1 . Three 
m a n a g e rs , one each from  the 
Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam 
attended the training.

New Regional Director
Mr. Shil-Kwan 
Lee, joins the 
ICA  Regional 
Office for Asia 
and the Pacific 
as its new Re
gional Director, 
effective Janu
ary, 2002.
Mr. Lee, who has been the Gen
eral Manager, International Co-op- 
eration Office of National Agricul
tural Co-operative Federation, Ko
rea, replaces Mr. Robby Tulus, who 
retired during October 2000

Edited by P. Nair Communication Officer, 
ICA ROAP. Printed at Document Press, 
HS-14, Kailash Colony Market, New 
Delhi-110048. India. Tel: 91 -11 -6432836 
E-mail: amin_zaidi@yahoo.com

ICA President visits ROAP
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G E N E R A L  A S SE M tL Y

Welcome 
to Seoul!
HE ICA General Assembly that opens 
;re in Seoul tomorrow morning -  the first 
be staged in Korea -  promises to be a 
gnificant m ilestone in ICA’s long 
story.

Although the aftermath ofN ew York 
i 11 September has resulted in a few 
incellations, the General Assembly has 
tracted a record number o f  1 ,062 
gistered participants, including 300 from 
area and 230 from neighbouring Japan, 
addition, the opening ceremony will 

ing in another 500 guests from Korea, 
hich has a strong and successful co- 
>erative movement.

The host organisation, the National 
gricultural Co-operative Federation, is 
oviding 100 staff members to assist with 
e organisation  o f  the G eneral 
ssembly. The NACF Chairman, Chung 
ae-kun, will be giving an address o f 
slcome tomorrow morning.

A major coup for the ICA is the 
irticipation at the opening ceremony of 
ipachai Panitchpakdi, Director General 
esignate o f the W orld Trade 
rganisation. His keynote speech will tie 
closely with the main General Assembly 
eme o f “Co-operation and Peace in the

A participant 
books a tour 

at the 
registration 

stand fo r  the 
General •

Assembly at 
the COEX  

Centre - 
Photo by Jin- 

seung Yang

Era of Globalisation” and delegates will 
listen to the thoughts o f the next head of 
the WTO with keen attention.

International co-operative visitors 
began converging  on the C O E X  
Convention Centre last Friday when the 
ICA Board held its first meeting and the 
Research Conference got under way. The 
pace warmed up over the weekend as 
most o f the ICA Specialised Bodies held 
meetings.
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This is Y O U R  
N ew sletter

Annyeung-haseyo and welcome to General 
Assembly News. This daily newsletter is 
b ro u g h t to you by the IC A  
C om m unica tions C om m ittee . The 
IC A C C ’ s generous sponsorship has 
helped to make this publication possible 
and its members take great p ride  in 
assisting IC A  w ith  its  g lobal 
communications responsibilities.

General Assembly News is a tru ly  co
operative venture, and we are specially 
grateful for all the help we are receiving 
from the Korean host organisation NACF.

O u r ne w sw ritin g  team and 
photographers w il l be out and about 
re p o rtin g  on a ll the m a jo r business 
sessions and social events. But please don’t 
forget this is YOUR publication, so i f  there 
is anything you would like us to publish, 
we w ill be glad to help. You can find our 
sta ff in the Communication Unit, Room 
332 of the COEX Convention Centre.



ICA Director General Karl-Johan Fogelstrom is interviewed by the News

It’s been a challenging year!
Question: W hat was your view of ICA  
when you took over as Director General 
last year?
A nsw er: I knew this would be an 
interesting and challenging job, as it is 
my personal conviction that ICA has a 
mission to fulfill. There is a great need 
for a global organisation to advocate the 
essence o f what co-operatives stand for. 
With my background in the Swedish Co
operative Centre, I am fully aware o f the 
need to adjust to a changing world and 
changing conditions -  that is part o f  the 
challenge.
Q: W hat were your first priorities when 
you arrived at ICA?
A: The first thing I did was find out the 
direction the Board had set down for the 
ICA, and then I extracted the four main 
focus areas. These were then discussed 
and confirmed with the Board. My view 
is that the D irector General and the 
secretariat must take their lead from the 
Board.
These focus areas are promoting co
operative id entity ; in creasin g  our 
in ternational presence and 
representation; improving co-operative 
development in emerging countries; and 
being the focus for co-op erative 
rethinking. I must stress that these four 
focus areas are by no means new. They 
are a restatement o f  the basic reasons for 
the ICA’s existence.

Q: Are you satisfied with what has been 
achieved in the first year?
A: The financial situation was a shock 
to me. I knew there was a problem, but 
not one o f that magnitude. I realised that 
restoring a balance between revenues 
and expenditure had to be the short-term

priority and it has occupied the bulk of 
my time. We will have achieved this 
balance in 2001 and that is a major 
achievement for everyone involved. 
Having done that we can now turn our 
efforts towards the main mission for ICA. 
Q: Do you think ICA and its members, 
as democratic bodies, can react swiftly 
enough in this rapidly changing world?

A: This is the million dollar question, 
striking the balance between maintaining 
democracy and business efficiency. In a 
co-operative, it is imperative that the 
policy and direction o f the business is 
established through the dem ocratic 
process. But when it comes to “doing the 
business”, every co-operative has to live 
in the real world and be competitive. 
Providing this happens, there is no 
reason why co-operatives should not only 
survive but also thrive, because there is 
no doubting that the essence o f  the co
operative idea has a great appeal to 
today’s world.
Q: Is the tragedy of 11 September and its 
aftermath going to change everything?
A: The events are still fresh in everyone’s 
minds and it is too soon to judge the long
term consequences. But it is certainly a 
brutal reminder to all o f us that the state 
o f the world is not perfect. There are key 
issues that need to be addressed. Terror 
is terror and there have been people with 
mad minds throughout history, although 
now their madness can be exposed more 
dramatically than ever before. What has 
happened should lead us all to the 
conclusion that one way o f working 
against terrorism is to strive to remove 
the apparent injustices in the world. Co
operatives will have a significant role to 
play in this process because they are by 
nature socially inclusive.

Regional Directors look to the future
TH E ICA Regional Directors meeting 
took place on 13 October, just after the 
completion o f the ICA Board Meeting. 
Regional Directors from Africa, Asia and 
Europe met with the Director General and 
staff from the Secretariat.

New members o f the “Team” are 
Bernard Kadasia from the Regional Office 
from East, Central and South Africa, B.D. 
Sharma and Shil Kwan Lee from the Asia 
Pacific region, Cristina Simone from the 
Project Office in Argentina, and Dominick 
Kurstjens, the new Finance Manager o f 
ICA, who all displayed new synergies 
that could be readily felt during the

meeting. Karl-Johan Fogelstrom opened 
the meeting and Jan-Eirik Imbsen chaired 
the meeting. In attendance also were 
Ada Kibora, Regional Director o f  West 
Africa, and Gabriella Sozanski, Regional 
Director o f Europe. Yours truly, outgoing 
R egional D irector o f  A sia P acific , 
participated during the beginning o f the 
meeting.

Apart from discussing budget and 
financial routines, the Directors also 
discussed future Regional Assemblies 
and future collaboration with partner 
agencies. One important feature o f the 
m eeting is the d iscussion  on

“transparency ” -  i.e. the communication 
e ffec tiv en ess  and inform ation  
imperatives between the Secretariat and 
Regional Offices.

The meeting did not fail to address 
the important issue o f cost efficiency that 
will impact healthily on the operations o f 
Regional O ffices without negatively 
a ffectin g  the ach ievem ent o f  
development results.

A foundation for future growth and 
development in various ICA regions has 
indeed been set in place.

Robby Tulus



legates at the Youth Conference

Co-ops best for 
protecting life, 
says Chair

Eolith committed
ORE than 50 delegates represented co- 
srative youth projects in 20 countries 
ring a day long youth seminar. It 
ened with an address by Shin-ja Chul,
; Executive Vice-President o f NACF, in 
tich he described N A C F’s role in 
irean rural development.
It was followed by a speech from 

berto Rodrigues. The ICA President’s 
>st inspiring words came when he put 
wn his paper and talked from the heart, 
e advice he gave included: (1) Never 
ir experience but respect it. Experience 
just the accumulation of failures. (2) 
c is short so we need to enjoy life and 
t be afraid o f making mistakes. We 
ist give meaning to life by working to 
ild abetter world.
Every co-operative should have a 

nth organisation or a youth chapter,
1 at least one young person should be 
cted or co-opted to the co-operative 
ard.
During the keynote speech, Dr. Peter 

vis gave the memorable advice not to 
deterred by reality. The important 
tia tives to activ ate  youth need 
ermination and patience to work. And 
: initiatives must come from both 
ections.
Today, young people are being 

;ialised into a highly individualistic 
:iety, and they need to be a part o f 
ablishing a strong and clear co- 
:rative counterculture.
The aim o f the youth seminar was to 

imine and compare opportunities for 
uth co -op erativ es and youth

involvement in existing co-operatives. 
The joint workshop with the Research 
Committee led by Ian MacPhersen from 
the University o f Victoria informed us that 
there are thousands o f small school, 
u niversity , and m ultipurpose co 
operatives run by young people. 
Numerous examples were reported by 
Radhiyah Hussin and Muhammad Azri 
Harun from Malaysia and Koo Jung Eun 
from Korea, youths active in local co
operatives. Roger Spear o f  the ICA 
Research Committee noted the value in 
comparing co-operative models, as a way 
to exchange knowledge.

Small discussion groups were formed 
after lunch. They focused on food safety, 
co-operative financial services on-line 
and serv ice  co -op eratives in 
development. General impressions about 
the discussion were positive although 
more time was needed as the debates 
were just starting. Group representatives 
w ill present the findings o f  each 
discussion group during the business 
forums on Wednesday.

All the papers written by the youth 
participants have been printed in the book 
“ ICA Youth Seminar, Enhancing the Co
operative M ovement through Youth 
Commitment”. It can be ordered from the 
organisers at icaseoul@icaseoul.org and 
write (youth papers) as subject.

Jo  Nam K ook and F an ja  
Rasolomanana should be complimented 
for the programme they put together.

Michael Horvath & Dwayne Pattison

TH E International Health Co-operative 
Organisation (IH CO ) had its Board 
meeting on 13 October, and with the 
retirement o f  Dr. Shoji Kato, IHCO 
President since its inception, a new 
President and a new Board was elected.

The new Chairperson elect is Jose 
Carlos Guisado from Espriu, and the Vice 
Chaipersons are Dr. Takahashi, Japan 
Health Co-operative Association, Celso 
Barras from UNIMED (Brazil), Per-Olof 
Jonsson, M EDCOOP (Sweden), and 
members are J-P Girard, CCC, Dr. Noordin 
from  KDM  (M alaysia), Dr. Valery 
Shipunov from MedCoop (Russia).

In his parting speech. Dr. Kato 
expressed his belief that co-operatives 
are the best economic organisations to 
protect people’s health and life.

He looked back over his 
contributions during the past ten years, 
and thanked all those who worked so 
closely  with him -  especially  Mats 
Ahnlund -  for the assistance and co
operation rendered. He also reflected on 
the recent tragic events o f 11 September 
and the ensuing war.

“Co-operatives, once again, are the 
best solution to the deteriorating plight 
o f so many people, but we must work 
harder”, he said. There was a vigorous 
round o f applause for Dr. Kato after his 
sincere and emotional speech from all 
those present, dem onstrating their 
appreciation o f his hard and devoted 
work.

Robby Tulus

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Participants for the opening session 
o f the General Assembly should note 
the following:
1. You must bring your passport.
2. Admission card should be 

submitted to get the admission 
ribbon. (You should receive an 
admission card at the time o f 
registration).

3. Battery-powered electronic 
equipment (including Cameras) 
should be left in the cloak room.
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MEET THE ICA TEAM HER
W E ’RE at your service! Many o f the ICA 
staff who normally work in different parts 
o f the world have gathered in Seoul to 
meet and serve members at the General 
A ssem bly  and Sp ecia lised  Bodies 
meetings. Here is a short summary o f who 
we all are and what we will be doing:

Vivianne Dubini, head o f the General 
Assembly Registration, is a long-timer at 
the IC A  Secretariat in G eneva and 
normally works as financial officer.

M arie-C lau de Baan, also from 
Geneva, is working both with registration 
and the New M em bers W elcom e 
Ceremony. At the Head Office she works 
as administrative assistant.

P atricia  Vaucher is working as 
Secretary to the Research Committee. 
She is also liaising with all interpreters 
during the Plenary Session and Business 
Forums, ensuring all documents are in 
order, and taking care o f  the smooth 
running o f the ICA Stand. She is the ICA 
documentation officer at the Secretariat 
in Geneva.

Researchers 
go down on 
the farm
TH IR TY -FIV E researchers from more 
than a dozen countries met in Seoul from
11 to 13 October to consider papers with 
the theme ‘Civil Society, Co-operation, 
Rejuvenation’. The Resarch Committee 
elected a new Chair, Akira Kurimoto, who 
has succeeded Roger Spear. M.Madane 
is the new Chair o f  the A sia-Pacific 
Regional Research Network.

The In ternational C o-op erative 
Research Conference was preceded by a 
study tour organised by the host 
organisation, N A CF, with visits to 
ginseng and environmentally sustainable 
farms around the Seoul area.

Papers presented w ill be made 
available after the ICAGeneral Assembly. 
For further information, contact Research 
Secretary ( ) or Kurimoto
( )•

Patricia Vaucher

Fanj a Rasolomanana is working with 
NACF for the youth conference and the 
youth co-ordinators meeting. She is also 
assisting  in the production o f  this 
newsletter and working with the ICA 
Communications Committee. She co
ordinates the ICA print and on-line 
publications and is the ICA youth co
ordinator at the Secretariat in Geneva.

MariaElena Chavez is working with 
the ICA Global Women’s Committee and 
also moderating the Panel o f Thinkers. 
She is Director for NGO/UN relations at 
the Secretariat in Geneva and the ICA 
Deputy Director-General.

Jan-Eirik Imbsen is the Secretary o f 
both the ICA Human R esou rce 
Development Committee and CICOPA. He 
is also assisting at the Business Forum 
on Service with Care. He is Director o f 
Development and is based in Geneva.

Si-Hyung Jo  is the main liaison 
between ICA and the hosts, NACF. He is 
also the ICA person responsible for 
technical and practical co-ordination. In

Geneva he is the ICA Agricultura 
Adviser and is also assisting in tin 
M em ber and S e cto r ia l S erv ice  
Department.

Mats Ahnlund is “co-ordinating” thi 
other ICA staff, before and during tin

*>■

A ginseng farmer tending his farm  (above left); Ian MacPherson examines ginseng at a farm  
right); and (below) members o f  the Research Committee listen to a briefing.
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Dominick Kurstjens is the newly 
appointed ICA Financial Manager. He 
keeps the ICA Financial Committee and

the ICA Board happy (normally) with his 
reports on ICA finances.

Karl-Johan Fogelstrom is the boss 
o f everything.

G abriella  Sozanski, B ern ard  
Kadasia, B.D. Sharma and Ada Kibora

the ICA Agricultural 
s also assisting in the 
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Members o f  the ICA Board meeting at the COEX Centre during the weekend

-  - =  5



The website that says 6I love you’
W HEN you arrive in a country where 40 
per cent o f the population have internet 
access you know you must be in ... the 
U SA ? No? Well perhaps the United 
Kingdom, or Germany? Actually no. In 
fact it is Korea, where 22 million people, 
40 per cent o f the population, have access 
to the net. Only Switzerland, Scandinavia 
and Canada are more wired.

With such high usage o f the internet 
it is no surprise that e-bu siness is 
booming in Korea. In May 2001 alone 
online sales amounted to U S$215 million, 
up 100 per cen t on the year and 
approaching 2 per cent o f all retail sales. 
Agricultural products are fuelling much 
o f the growth and the agricultural co
operatives are leading the way.

NACF employs a large department 
dedicated to providing IT services to the 
1500 member co-operatives. Practically all 
co-ops are connected to a wide area 
network providing a host o f information 
serv ices, all through a sim ple web 
interface.

Farmers can get the latest prices, 
weather information, online banking and 
other serv ices  from  the elegantly

designed, integrated portal at http:// 
www.nonghyup.com. They are also 
setting up their own home pages.

Two years ago NACF launched the 
Hanaro Club cyber shopping mall for 
dom estic agricultural products. The 
award-winning site rapidly became the

best cyber mall in Korea. It broke records 
for the number o f items offered and for 
the single largest daily sale - US$ 100,
000 o f rice.

N A CF follow ed the su ccess o f  
Hanaro Club with a second cyber mall 
exclusively for Japanese customers, 
tapping into their love for particular 
Korean products like kimchi mushrooms, 
ginseng and honey. These guys really 
are seizing the e-business revolution. 
When it comes to globalisation NACF 
are very clear about the challenges. In

the report ‘Agricultural Cooperatives in 
Korea’ NACF point to the twin threats 
faced  by co-op s: the expansion of 
m u ltinational com panies, and the 
inform ation technology revolution. 
N A C F ’s answ er is ‘ Sang S e n g ’ -  
Mutualism -  and a plan to strengthen the 
co-op  secto r by strengthening 
m embership, coupled with business 
development. Their objective is simple: 
to create ‘First Class’ co-operatives and 
an affluent co-operative community.

Success will depend partly on active 
members talking to each other and to the 
co-op. One o f the features o f the NACF 
portal is a ‘cyber clu b’ encouraging 
members to discuss topics o f common 
interest.

Obviously to get the full benefit you 
have to read Korean, which unfortunately
I don’t. But I laughed out loud when I 
clicked on one o f the threads and my 
computer started chanting ‘I love you’ .

What a nice country .

Malcolm Corbett
Malcolm Corbett is a director o f internet co
operative Poptel, registry operator for the new 
Dot Coop internet domain

Korean media takes a shine to ICA
T H E K O R EA N  media is showing keen 
interest in the ICA General Assembly. On
12 October, reporters from the Korean 
Broadcasting System (K BS), the biggest 
broadcasting station in Korea, were sent 
to the C O EX to cover the ICA Board 
Meeting. KBC televised it on prime time 
news at 9 pm. Meanwhile, Yonhap News

Foreign Exchange? 

For a good 
co-operative 
deal visit the

N A C F  B a n k
on the third floor 

of COEX

(YTN), which distributes news to most 
newspapers in Korea, forwarded news on 
the IC A  board m eeting to all local 
newspaper companies.

The most influential newspaper in the 
Korean agricultural sector, the Farmers 
Newspaper, carried the news about the 
ICA Board Meeting and ICA Research

Conference and will continue to cover all 
events at the General Assembly. NACF’s 
Organising Committee for the ICA General 
Assembly has been keenly promoting this 
global co-operators’ festival and the idea 
to build “Co-operation and Peace in the 
Era o f Glabilisation”.

Focus on Singapore Business Office
TH E ICA Standing Committee o f Asia Pa
cific met on the evening o f 11 October at 
the COEX. While they are called “Stand
ing Committee”, members could not 
“stand” any more and, instead, had to 
“sit” with their legs crossed during din
ner in a fine traditional Korean restaurant.

The Agenda o f the Standing Commit
tee was straightforward. They discussed 
the report o f an Evaluation Team which 
resolved to continue the ICA Business 
Office in Singapore. The report spelled

out the parameters o f  the Office, which 
will undertake economic activities in the 
area and some designated programmes, 
all o f  which w ill continue to be co 
ordinated and directed from the Regional 
Office for Asia Pacific located in New 
Delhi, India.

Royal Professor Ungku A. Aziz, Presi
dent o f ANGKASA in Malaysia, is the 
Chairperson o f the Standing Committee.

Robby Tulus

http://www.nonghyup.com


S ow we can all sing the praises 
>f co-operation in harmony!
OST o f us in the co-operative and 
utual sectors regularly sing the praises 
the many positive benefits these forms 
business ownership should bring, 

ifortunately, and embarrassingly at 
nes, we have often lacked the hard 
mmercial data to back up our claims, 
le result has been a ragged chorus 
ort on harmony, timing and precision. 

A ll th is has changed w ith the 
blication o f a crucial new study entitled 
bluing Our Mutuality”. This volume 

a response to the growth o f  
mutualisation, a phenomenon in the 
surance and other sectors that has 
en sweeping the commercial word. 
Now for the first time we have hard 

;ts to answer two critical questions. 
d w  do mutual insurers perform  
mpared with their stock market-quoted 
mpetitors? And does demutualisation 
tu ally  bring any ben efits  to the 
licyholders? On both counts, it is good 
relate, the results o f  the survey are 

tremely encouraging for our movement. 
The report has been prepared after 

tensive research  by A C M E 
Lssociation des Assureurs Cooperatifs 
Mutuels Europeens), the European 

sociation o f ICM IF, the International 
3-operative and M utual Insurance 
■deration. As far as is known, it is the 
ost wide-ranging study on the subject 
er undertaken.

As David Hollas, Chief Executive o f 
s UK-based Co-operative Insurance 
iciety and Chairman o f  ACME, notes 
the introductory message, the results 
ow that mutuals have nothing to fear 
>m other forms o f insurance. Indeed, 
says, the study clearly demonstrates 

it mutual insurers usually outperform 
)ck market companies. I f  only the 
licyholders who have already benefited 
>m the short-term greed o f a cash bribe 
handout could be persuaded to see it 
:  same way!

David Hollas goes on to assert that 
; study clearly shows that the mutual 
ncept responds to the challenges and 
surance needs o f  so ciety  today, 
lu tu als  are e ffic ie n t; they are 
stom er-focused, com petitive and

creative. But they are also socially  
responsible ... modem, even forward- 
looking,” he writes.

Altogether the study draws on a 
comprehensive sample o f  97 companies 
in 11 countries (about a quarter o f the 
whole European insurance market) to 
compare the performance o f mutuals and 
stock market companies. In terms o f 
market performance, in both the life and 
non-life m arkets, co-operatives and 
mutuals are shown to be more successful 
than their stock market counterparts, with 
greater premium growth and lower 
operating expenses. When it comes to 
cla im s paym ents, m utuals are 
demonstrated to have generally higher 
ratios, indicating that more money goes 
back to the policyholders per premium 
paid.

b y  J O H N  H A M E R

Looking at mutuality in practice, the 
report turns on its head the often repeated 
argument -  one frequently used in co
operative retailing as well, not least by 
this writer that listed companies are 
subject to close and critical scrutiny 
which should in turn ensure superior 
fin an cia l perform ance. It is not 
n ecessarily  so, apparently. “These 
assumptions are unreasonable and may 
be based on poor empirical data. For 
exam ple, two Sw edish com panies, 
TetraPak and Ikea, are not listed on the 
stock exchange and yet have achieved 
multinational success.”

The study goes on to highlight 
mutuals as creative and innovative in 
product development and in the use o f 
new technology, as well as sensitive to 
policyholder influence, loss prevention 
and socially responsible investment. “In 
all these activities, member value is the 
guiding principle,” it states.

So why demutualise? The report has 
its finger on the button when it refers to 
a “circle o f  self-interest” : people and 
professions who have much to gain when 
a mutual company is wrested from its true

owners, the members and policyholders. 
First among these is senior management, 
who are driven by the forces o f personal 
financial gain and empire building. Next 
com e the advisers -  m anagem ent 
consultants, accountancy and law firms
-  who have a vested interest in providing 
an “independent” voice that tells the 
managers what they want to hear, and 
whose income can increase ten-fold if  a 
dem utualisation is approved. Other 
villains in this scenario include the board 
o f directors and the media, not to mention
-  last but not least -  the hapless 
policyholders lured into carpetbagging 
by the promise o f “free” cash or shares.

So can the circle o f self-interest be 
broken to protect the mutual form? The 
report looks at the possibility o f  changes 
in legislation as one route to explore -  
though this takes time.

More realistically, perhaps, the report 
cites other remedies by identifying the 
two potentially weakest points in the 
circle: the board o f  directors and the 
media. “A board that is committed to 
mutuality is the best way to prevent a 
demutualisation,” it states. “I f  the board 
members will not participate in the circle 
o f self-interest, the circle is broken.” As 
for the m edia, the report rightly  
recognises that there has been a failure 
in the mutual sector to get our message 
across strongly enough, partly because
-  until now -  we have lacked the 
appropriate ammunition for an informed 
and substantiated argument in favour o f 
mutuals.

Let’s hope this report marks a turning 
point in what is now a race against time 
to preserve those mutual insurers still 
remaining in some parts o f the world. And 
let’s hope “Valuing Our Mutuality” is 
given the widest possible circulation to 
boards o f directors and to key journalists 
in the business and personal finance 
media. It is a report that deserves to be 
read.

The report " Valuing O ur M utuality" is 
published by A CME, PO Box 21, Altrincham, 
C h esh ire  WA14 4PD , tJK (em a il: 
acm e@icm if.org). Price fo r  non-members 
£200  sterling or 350 euros.
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Seoulful 
Notes

•wT- ,1 -• Studies in concentration and commitment. Delegates
X O U. Lll SllO W S (above and below) at the well attended Youth Conference

on the theme o f  ‘Enhancing the co-operative movement 
through youth commitment ’ a 
on the conference on page 3.

Commitment ,^rouS^youth commitment ’ at the COEX. See the report

This newsletter is published for the International Co-operative Alliance 
by the ICA Communications Committee.

Suits You Sir!
IF you’re spoiled for choice in this 
shoppers’ paradise, why not seek out 
one of the local tailors and have a few 
made-to-measure suits or jackets run up? 
Many tailors here in Seoul offer a two or 
three-day service, including a couple of 
fittin g s , and with such a m assive 
selection o f materials in the finest mohair 
and silk, the only problem is what to 
select. One o f ICA’s more sartorially 
elegant staff members, accompanied by 
a handsome young co-operative internet 
entrepreneur, were observed in the 
famous It’aewon district restocking their 
w ardrobes. The IC A  sta ffer  was 
particularly impressed that the tailor, 
whom he had visited while in Seoul a few 
years before, still had all his 
measurements on file. Look out for some 
sm artly dressed guests at tonight’s 
welcome reception!

The Honesty Test
ONE delegate at the Research Conference 
put the honesty o f our host country’s 
citizens to the test after rushing to a 
meeting at COEX at the end o f last week. 
Leaving his hotel with two bags stuffed 
with vital documents, the researcher put 
them on the sidewalk while waiting for 
his bus. It was only when he reached the 
conference centre that he realised to his 
horror that he’d left one o f  the bags 
behind. After a sharp rise in his blood 
pressure and a race back to the hotel, 
there was much re lie f when it was 
discovered that the missing bag was safe 
and sound and had been handed in to 
reception by a passer-by. It was a piece 
o f research the absent-minded professor 
doesn’t plan to repeat in a hurry.

Weather Watch
The weather here in Seoul has been fairly 
kind to us so far, and the forecast for 
tomorrow is continuing warm and sunny 
just like our Korean hosts.

8



General | | [| IIC  M  
Assembly R E  W O
ssue October 16 SEOUL 2001

G EN E R A L  ASSEM BLY

Kofi Annan’s message of hope
The following is the text o f the Message to the ICA General Assembly in Seoul from the Secretary-General o f the United 

Nations, Kofi Annan. Mr. Annan has just received this year’s Nobel Peace Price jointly with the United Nations.

IT G IVES me great pleasure to send my 
greeting s to the In ternational C o 
operative A llia n ce ’s 2001 G eneral 
Assembly.

This year’s theme - “Co-operation and 
peace in an era o f  g lobalisation” - 
highlights the role that co-operatives can 
play in making globalisation work for all 
the world’s people.

C o-operatives help people help 
themselves. Throughout the world, they 
have built a long and noble tradition o f 
addressing poverty, creating  
opportunities, and fostering peace. Co
operatives must now respond to the great

changes and challenges being brought 
by g lo b a lisa tio n  and increased  
interdependence among peoples and 
nations. Fortunately, the values o f co
operation - equity, solidarity, self-help 
and mutual responsibility - which have 
served the movement for so long, can 
today be touchstones for our shared 
endeavour to build a more ju st and 
inclusive world.

The United Nations is glad to enjoy 
the support o f  the world’s co-operatives, 
and very much looks forward to our 
continued partnership. Please accept my 
best wishes for a successful Assembly.

[C A welcomes 
lew members
H R EE new members from three different regions (Americas, 
sia and Europe) have been admitted by the ICA Board. The 
ie from the Americas region is Casa Nacional del Profesor 
CANAPRO) in Colombia, from the Asia region it is the National 
^deration o f University Co-operative Associations (NFUCA) 
i Japan, and from the European region the Estonian Co- 
jerative Association (ECA) in Estonia.

Following their admission the current membership o f ICA 
ands at 253 in 99 countries, comprising o f 243 national co- 
serative organisations, four international co-operative 
•ganisations, and six associate members. 28 members are 
cated in Africa, 77 in the Americas, 56 in Asia and the Pacific, 
id 92 in Europe.

CANAPRO in Colombia was formed in 1999 with 22,800 
dividual members and has since grown to 23,000. They 
solved the housing problems o f 235 families associated with 
e urbanisation o f  Senderos de Casilla. They created a 
ipermarket to serve members, built a training center for skill 
lining programmes, and arranged post-graduate education

One o f  our youngest co-operators at last n igh t’s Welcome 
Reception fo r  participants at the General Assembly.

(PhD) under an agreement with the “Manuel Fajardo” post
graduate school in Havana, Cuba. CANAPRO also invests in 
Hotel Agua Blanca enabling its associates to use these hotel 
services as co-owner.

NFUCA in Japan has 220 member co-operatives consisting 
o f  207  prim ary university co-operatives, 10 B usiness 
Associations, and three Inter College Co-operatives. It has 1, 
357,284 individual members, with a share capital o f US$ 8,987, 
647, and a turnover o f US$ 1,757,313,000. NFUCA concentrates

Continued on page 4



ICA President Roberto Rodrigues is interviewed by the News

Now our voice is being heard!
Question: You’ve been ICA Presidentfor 
four years. What do you see as your 
greatest achievements in this time?
Answer: The most important thing for me 
is that the Board has become very active. 
It has been taking decisions and making 
reforms, and these have been acted upon 
by the secretariat. The creation o f special 
committees o f the Board is a consequence 
o f that. The second most important thing 
for me is that the new management has 
taken much greater control over the whole 
structure o f ICA. The big problem before 
this was that IC A ’s regionalisation  
structure had been introduced without a 
high enough level o f controls.

Last but not least, the ICA has gained a 
stronger position at world level with 
organisations such as the UN, W TO, 
FAO and ILO. Now our voice is being 
heard and listened to. Not only this, but 
all the travelling I and the Vice-Presidents 
have been doing for ICA -  79 countries 
in four years! -  has ensured that ICA is 
becoming more visible with governments. 
Through raising the profile o f ICA we 
have been able to make an important 
contribution to the way governments 
behave towards co-operatives.

To give you an example, in 2000 I had a 
meeting with the President o f Poland and 
persuaded him  to support the c o 
operative m ovem ent there. L ater I 
received a phone call from Polish co
operatives about a law that was about to 
be signed by the President which would 
have been very harmful to housing co
operatives. I contacted the President, 
reminded him o f our conversation, and 
he vetoed the law. In situations like this 
the role o f  ICA can be important to our 
members.

Question: What about disappointments 
during your term o f office?
Answer: One problem is that in ICA the 
structure is not strong enough for such 
a big organization. In the end this comes 
down to money, and ICA simply doesn’t 
have enough o f  it. A nother 
disappointment has been that since the 
beginning I have been pushing for more 
powerful communication o f co-operative 
and ICA matters, both internally and 
externally , and this simply has not 
happened as much as I wanted. My hope 
now is that the .coop initiative will help 
communication to move forward in the 
future. My last disappointment has been 
the failure o f co-operatives to follow our 
own fundam ental p rincip le  o f  co 
operation between co-operatives. This 
has been brought home to me by the 
business o ffic e  that we created  in 
Singapore to foster business between 
co-operatives, and where the results so 
far have been disappointing.

Question: Has the job been easier or 
more difficult than you expected? 
A nsw er: I t ’s been very much as I 
expected, although being out o f my own 
country for half o f  the time meant losses 
for me in family and business terms. This 
was worse than I had bargained for! 
Question: How do you see ICA’s position 
in relation to globalisation?
Answer: The most significant thing that 
has struck me during all my travelling has 
been the growing social gap between rich 
and poor. S o cia l exclusion and the 
concentration o f wealth are threatening 
the world. I think that one result o f 
September 11 will be a rethink on this 
problem. We must combat the causes o f 
social exclusion, which creates a climate 
in which terrorism of all kinds can flourish. 
Maybe now, in the new world climate, 
defending peace and democracy will give 
co-operatives an even more important 
role for the future. That’s what I call the 
second wave o f co-operative history.

Seeking better lives for fishing communities
THE International Co-operative Fisheries 
Organization (ICFO) met on Sunday, 14 
October 2001, with delegates coming 
from France, Hungary, Indonesia, Japan, 
Philippines, Korea, Russia, and Vietnam. 
A representative from FAO in Rome also 
attended the meeting.

Issues concerning food security and 
equitable trade o f fishery products were

addressed, and a resolution is being 
chalked out to emphasise the need for a 
balanced and equitable system o f fish 
importing/ exporting countries. Compliance 
with U N CLO S and FA O ’s Code o f 
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries was 
also emphasised with the view that such 
compliance will create better livelihoods 
for fishing communities.

Mr. Masaaki Sato, Secretary o f ICFO, 
explained about the planned ODA 
Seminars for 2002, one in Vietnam with 
the Vietnam Co-operative Alliance, and 
one in Thailand with the Co-operative 
League of Thailand. Mr. Shoji Uemura, 
President o f  Z E N G Y O R E N , is the 
Chairperson o f ICFO.

Robby Tulus



Youth in 
focus
A PPR O X IM A T ELY  30 participants 
attended the 7th Meeting o f the ICA 
Consumer Sub-Committee on University/ 
College Co-operatives for Asia and the 
Pacific chaired by Mr. Okayasu.

The morning meeting focused on the 
establishment o f a youth committee in the 
Asia and Pacific region. Concerns were 
raised  about the ro le o f  the sub
committee if  the youth committee was 
initiated and whether or not the youth in 
the region were ready to create such a 
group. As a stepping-stone to the youth 
committee it was proposed that there 
should be a youth representative from 
each sub-committee member.

Plans for the 2002 Youth Seminar in 
M alaysia  w ere d iscussed w ithout 
reaching any conclusions. However, 
debate took place as to whether there 
should be a seminar next year in light o f 
budget and time constraints.

Looking towards 2003, it emerged that 
there was a possible conflict between the 
2003 ROAP Regional Assembly held in 
the Philippines and the Norway Global 
Youth Seminar. The group visited Sejong 
University in Seoul on Monday.

Dwayne Pattison

Social tourism - a new paradigm
T H E  G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the 
International Association o f Tourism Co
ops (TIC A) addressed vital issues related 
to the change o f  T IC A  from an 
Association into a NETWORK, to be 
called TICA Network in the future, and 
thereby converted the Board into a TICA 
Network Steering Group. M aurizio 
Davolio, Chairperson of TICA, explained 
the rationale behind these changes, 
attributing value to the results achieved 
by TICA so far, and emphasising also its 
relationsh ip s with the Bureau 
International duTourisme Social (BITS).

On the latter, TICA will encourage its 
membership all over the world to join 
B IT S  either as full/regular or associate 
members. BITS has been an advocate o f 
the new paradigm of the tourist industry 
that prom otes tourism  im age and 
activities not as an elitist phenomenon 
but as a more human, supporting, social 
and truly responsible activity.

In doing so they have strongly 
supported the Global Code o f Ethics for 
Tourism, which underlines the ethical 
aspects o f tourism and approved by 113 
countries during the general assembly o f 
the World Tourism Organization held in 
Santiago, Chile, in October 1999. BITS 
represents a network o f more than 140 
members in 35 countries, creating a

m eeting p lace for private bodies, 
asso cia tio n s, trade unions, c o 
op erativ es, governm ents, regional 
authorities and companies who share 
“Tourism for All” and want to develop 
new business opportunities or projects 
for markets such as youth, family and 
senior tourism markets.

Robby Tulus

First Rochdale Pioneers winner
VERGHESE KURIEN, nominated by the National Co-operative Dairy Federation of 
India, has been awarded the first Rochdale Pioneers’ Prize, which will be presented 
at today’s opening session of the General Assembly.

Dr. Kurien has made an invaluable contribution to the dairy sector in India by 
helping to establish innovative and financially sustainable dairy co-operatives.

He was also the “architect” of Operation Flood, the largest dairy development 
programme in the world.

In addition to helping establish thousands of co-operatives, he also set up the 
well-known Institute of Rural Management in Anand.

The jury, which is made up of members of the ICA Board Presidium, received 16 
nominations from individuals and co-operative organisations.

International Health Co-operative Organization GA and Seminar
Co-ops m Health Promotion and Work with W HO"

Members at two o f  the many meetings taking place this week

I  6
ICA Gender E q u a lity

Committee Meeting

Seoul. Korea / October 14. 2<M)I
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Seoulful 
Notes

What a welcome! Guests enjoying the spectacular Welcome Reception last night 
fo r  participants at the General Assembly

IC A  welcom es new m em bers continued from page 1

its activities in guiding and coordinating 
its mem ber co-operatives, provides 
membership education and staff training, 
undertakes research, supplies business 
material and manages infrastructure/ 
facilities, and provides mutual insurance 
for members.

E C A  is the second  m em ber 
organisation o f ICA from Estonia. The 
first C o-operative A ssociation  was 
founded in Eston ia  in 1919 . A fter 
independence o f  the Republic, the co

operative movement was restructured, 
and the Association was re-established 
in 1992.

ECA plays a major role as guardian 
and prom oter o f  the co -op erativ e 
principles in the country in the interest 
o f  its m em bers. It is an um brella 
organisation o f 15 central co-operative 
unions and 45 co-operative societies, 
m ainly involved in consu m ers, 
agriculture, banking and housing sectors.

Robby Tulus

Sleepless in Seoul
W H Y  does everyone from the Asia 
Pacific region look so happy here at the 
General A ssem bly? One reason, of 
course, is that they are delighted with the 
outstanding su ccess o f  the hdst 
cou n try ’s organisation o f  this get- 
together. Another reason is that they art| 
probably getting some sleep at n igtitj 
unlike our friends from Africa, Europe and 
the Americas who are lucky to get three 
o f  four hours’ slumber as their bod>J 
clocks adjust to the different time zonesa 
I f  any participant has effective advice o i j  

how to get o ff to sleep (pills? counting 
sheep? reading ICA reports?) please pass 
it on to us.

Doctor’s Orders
THIS region o f the world is famous fo}  
its interesting medical cures, and also has 
some intriguing tests o f  what is good ant' 
bad for your health . One o f  thi: 
newsletter’s staff members took a tes£ 
from a medical expert (at least, the gu] 
claimed he was an expert!) and wa 
recommended a diet o f  fewer cigarette 
and mobile phone calls (no surprise 
there, then) and more bananas an * 
ginseng tea. More surprising, howevei 
was the advice that peaches and grape 
were much better for his health thaj 
apples. So much for the saying that “a 
apple a day keeps the doctor away”.

The Invisible Speaker
A LTH O U G H  this y e a r ’s Yout 
Conference was a great success, th 
delegates had a problem identifying on 
o f the speakers. The rostrum was so tal • j 
and the speaker was so petite, that hardl 
anyone in the meeting room could se 
her! Perhaps there should be * j 
competition to guess her identity. (

Weather Watch
TODAY we have been promised sorc 
sunshine. Our hosts must be congratulate- t> 
on fixing the weather so effectively.

This newsletter is published for the International Co-operative Alliance 
by the ICA Communications Committee.
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