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Message from the ICA Vice President for 
Asia and the Pacific

f:

I( tie  year 2001 was very crucial

X for the ICA in this region . 
Although in the development 

process we have met a number of 
challenges including the issue of 
deficit finances, the co-operatives in 
the region have made great efforts 
to take up a number of important 
activities.

In O cto b er, 2001 , ICA  G lobal 
General Assembly was successfully 
held in Seoul, South Korea. The ICA 
has e lected  a new  lead ersh ip . 
Despite our serious internal financial 
difficulties and external challenges 
of eco n o m ic g lo b a liz a tio n , our 
solidarity and firm determination to 
overcome these difficulties shown in 
the G en era l A ssem bly  g rea tly  
inspired the co-operative movement 
all over the world as well as this 
region.

During the year under review, ICA 
ROAP has taken active interest in 
conducting a number of activities, 
covering all sectors of co-operatives, 
such  as a g ricu ltu re , con su m ers, 
health , youth, w om en, trade and 
information technology (IT), in order 
to promote the development of co
operatives in the region.

All these activities were directed in 
exploring new paths and new modes 
of co-operative developm ent from 
different aspects and at different 
le v e ls . No m atter w h eth er it is 
through seeking possibilities of inter
co-operative trade, use of IT in the 
o p e ra tio n s of co -o p era tiv es , 
p ro m o tin g  the p a rtic ip a tio n  of 
w om en and y ou th  in  d e c is io n 
making, or piloting the development 
of specialized co-operatives, we only 
have one objective that is to steer our 
regional co-operative movement to 
meet new challenges and seek for 
new development.

In April, 2002, the Sixth Asia-Pacific 
Co-operative Ministerial Conference 
w ill be convened  in K atm andu, 
N ep al. As a fo llo w -u p  and 
im p lem en ta tio n  of the B eijin g  
Declaration proposed in the Fifth 
Co-operative Ministers' Conference 
and to meet the need for adapting 
to the new situation, co-operative 
legislation and policy development 
is chosen again as the conference 
theme this time.

Econom ic g lo balization  requ ires 
governments through out the world 
to establish policy and legislation 
complying with and supportive of 
co-operative development. This also 
n e ce ss ita te s  the co -o p era tiv e  
movement to relate to reform and 
d ev elo p m en t so as to en h an ce 
econ om ic reco v ery  and 
developm ent in the world and to 
b e tter  serve the m em bers and 
contribute to the society.

Through a yearlong and difficult 
endeavor, we are very pleased to see 
that ICA ROAP has been able to 
come out of financial difficulties and 
prepared a work plan with no deficit 
planned for the year 2 0 0 2 .1 heartily 
express my gratitude to all the co
operatives in the world, especially 
to the g rea t in v o lv em en t, 
endorsem ent and collaboration of 
the 52 co-operative organizations 
from 26 m em ber countries in our 
reg io n , and our d ev elo p m en t 
partners. I would also like to express 
my gratitude and appreciation to the 
ICA ROAP leadership and staff for 
th e ir  v ig o ro u s e ffo rts  for the 
recovery. I wish all of us to go hand- 
in-hand in the new year to dedicate 
more and more for the development 
of co-operative m ovem ent in our 
region and globally.

-  Mu Li
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Message from the ICA Regional Director 
for Asia-Pacific

Based on the g lo b a l ICA 
agend a, the ICA R eg ional 
Office for Asia and the Pacific 

has been able to carry out a record 
number of activities during the year 
under review (2001).

D u rin g  the n ext y ear, the ICA 
Regional Office will be holding the 
6th  C o -o p era tiv e  M in isters
Conference in Kathm andu, Nepal 
during April, 2002. In preparation of 
th is co n feren ce , a R eg io n al 
Consultation m eeting was held in 
Tehran, Iran, in collaboration with 
the Iranian Co-operative movement 
and g o v ern m en t. A t the
co n su lta tio n , a rev iew  of the 
progress made in implementing the 
Joint Declaration adopted by the 5th 
Co-operative Ministers' Conference 
in Beijing during October, 1999.

The second critica l study on co 
operative legislation in the region, 
p rep ared  by tw o em in en t co 
operative practitioners, Mr. Ravi 
S h an k ar, M an ag in g  D irecto r of 
N atio n a l C o -o p era tiv e  D airy  
Federation of India and Mr. Garry 
C ron an , E x ecu tiv e  D irecto r of 
Australian Centre for Co-operative 
Research and Development, has also 
been discussed at the Consultation.

The co n su lta tio n  a lso  tried  to 
identify and formulate 'realistic and 
doable' recommendations for the 6th 
Ministers' Conference.

The IC A  R eg io n a l S tan d in g  
Committee met in Xiamen (China) 
on 16 January and again in Shanghai 
(China) on 31 August, 2001. As an 
outcome of the Standing Committee 
meetings, a 3-member team did an 
evaluation of the Singapore Business 
Office and the team suggested that 
the ICA  RO A P should  m ove its 
Business office in Singapore to the 
SN C F p rem ises to save costs. A 
small staff adjustment was also done 
to this purpose.

As a resu lt of a sem in ar on 
International Trade Networking in 
Beijing, China, hosted by the All 
C hina Fed eration  of Supply and 
M arketing C o-operatives, several 
large consumer co-operative organi
z a tio n s in C an ad a, Jap an  and 
Singapore have been able to set up 
business associations with All China 
Federation of Supply and Marketing 
C o-operatives. O ther sm aller co
o p e ra tiv es in the P h ilip p in es , 
Indonesia, etc. were also benefited 
from this exercise.

One of the major activities during 
the year was the holding of the 15th 
ICA/Japan M anagem ent Training 
C ou rse for A g ricu ltu ra l C o 
operatives in Asia. As in the past, 15 
m an ag ers of a g ricu ltu ra l co 
operatives were trained. The first 
part of the course was held at the 
F ertilizer M anagem ent D evelop
m ent Institute of IFFCO, India in 
Gurgaon near Delhi and at IRMA, 
Anand. The theme of the training 
co u rse  th is year w as 'V alu e 
A d d itions through A gro Proces
sing'.

The ICA Committee on Consumer 
Co-operation for Asia and the Pacific 
and the Su b -C o m m ittee  on 
U niversity/C ollege co-operatives 
also held  a num ber of m eetings 
d u rin g  th is  p erio d , ap art from  
holding very im portant seminars, 
w hile the A sia-Pacific Health Co
operative O rganisation held their 
meeting in Seoul, Korea, when the 
founder chairperson Dr. Kato retired 
and a new Chairperson (Dr. Takashi, 
Japan) elected.

D u rin g  the y ear, the R eg ion al 
W om en's Com m ittee and the ICA 
ROAP held a validation workshop 
for a L ead ersh ip  D evelop m en t 
M an u al for W om en in  C o
operatives, which has been prepared 
in  co lla b o ra tio n  w ith  the ILO

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2001



Coopnet. The manual will be ready 
during the first quarter of 2002.

An im portant regional w orkshop 
w as o rg an ized  in  S in g ap o re  in 
collaboration with the International 
Confederation of Free Trade Unions 
(IC FTU ) to d iscu ss ILO  R eco m 
mendation No. 127 on co-operatives 
and an o th er w ork sh op  in 
Kathmandu, Nepal.

Another highlight of the year was 
the h o ld in g  of a R eg io n a l C o 
operative Youth Seminar in Tokyo 
d u rin g  Ju n e 2001on  the them e 
'L ead ers tow ard s C o -o p era tio n , 
L ead ing  the N ew  C en tu ry '. Dr. 
Roberto Rodrigues, the former ICA 
President also participated at this 
seminar.

ICA ROAP also organised training 
program m es for m anagers of co
operatives in IFFCO, India and for 
senior level bank employees from Sri 
Lanka, at Lucknow, India.

During the year, the membership of 
the ICA ROAP has come down to 58 
organisations, mostly due to default 
in payment of subscriptions by some 
m em bers. A new  m em ber, the 
N ational Federation of University 
Co-operative Associations (NFUCA) 
of Japan joined the ICA during this 
year.

During the year the ICA had close 
collaboration with the Canadian Co
operative A ssociation (CCA), the 
D ev elo p p em en t in te rn a tio n a l 
D esjardins (DiD), the M inistry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
of the G overnm ent of Japan , the 
Japanese Consum ers Co-operative 
U n ion , the C en tra l U n ion  of 
Agricultural Co-operatives, Japan, 
the Institute for D evelopm ent of 
Agricultural Co-operation in India 
(IDACA), All China Federation of 
Supply & Marketing Co-operatives, 
National Agricultural Co-operative 
F ed era tio n  of K orea , S in g ap o re  
N ational Co-operative Federation, 
In d ian  F a rm ers ' F e rtiliz e r  C o 
operative Limited (IFFCO), the Iran 
C ham ber of C o -o p e ra tiv e s , the 
Ministry of Co-operatives, Iran and 
other co-operative organizations in 
Iran, the ILO Coopnet, SANASA, Sri 
Lanka, the Rabo Bank Foundation 
and the Network for Development 
of A g ricu ltu ra l C o -o p era tiv e s 
(NEDEC) of the FAO. We hope these 
organizations and many more will 
continue to support the ICA in Asia 
and the Pacific in its activities in the 
future.
I wish co-operative organizations in 
the Region all the very best during 
2002 .

-  Sh il Kwan Lee

Mr. Shil Kwan Lee, Regional Director 
discussing a point with Mr. B.D. Sharma, 
Director - SOWECA

ROAP staff with Mr. Barberini, ICA President
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Second Critical Study on Co-operative Legislation 
and Regional Consultation, Tehran, Iran

f j
Second Critical Study on Co-operative LegislationT

Iranian Minister with the former ICA 
President, Roberto Rodrigues

r n m h is  'Second Critical Study on 
C o-operative Legislation  in 
Asia and the Pacific' follows 

the first one published in 1996, which 
enjoyed wide readership and praise 
from among co-operative as well as 
government circles.
The Study employed a methodology 
that is transparent, in-depth and 
re a lis tic , w ith  w ell-fo u n d ed  
documentation, field interviews, as 
well as direct survey on co-operative 
legislation and policy. Critical case 
studies prepared by two consultants.

Regional Consultation

The ICA ROAP in collaboration 
w ith  the M in istry  of C o 

operatives and Chamber of Co-ops 
of the Is lam ic R ep u b lic  of Iran  
o rg an ized  the '6 th  R eg io n al 
Consultation M eeting' at Esteghlal 
Hotel, Tehran, from 1st to 5th July 
2001 .

The R eg io n al C o n su lta tio n  w as 
preceded by two very significant 
ev en ts , n am ely , 'D ia lo g u e  of 
C iv iliz a tio n s ' and 'N atio n al C o
operative Forum' and followed by 
an o th er im p o rtan t m eetin g  of 
'N ational C o-operative W om en's 
Forum of Iran'. Important outcomes 
of these a llied  fora  w ere

covered a number of Asian countries
i.e. India, Indonesia, Korea, Nepal, 
Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam. 
The Study R eport form ed a vital 
b ack g ro u n d  m ateria l for the 
Regional Consultation meeting held 
in Tehran (Iran) in July 2001, and this 
forms the basis for the formulation 
of the Agenda and Key Issues to be 
d ebated  at the 6th  C o-op erative 
M in is te rs ' C o n feren ce  th at is 
scheduled to be held in Kathmandu, 
Nepal, in early March 2002.

effectiveness of co-operatives as an 
in stru m en t to prom ote d ialogue 
among civilizations for world peace; 
need to examine the possibilities to 
se t up C o -o p era tiv e  com m on 
market; and creation of a Steering 
Committee to promote women Co
ops in Iran.
S ix ty -o n e  p a rtic ip a n ts  from  12 
countries and three international 
o rg a n iz a tio n s  a tten d ed  the 
C o n su lta tio n . The C o n su lta tio n  
formulated the key issues that are 
re lev a n t for d e lib e ra tio n s  and 
decisions at the 6th Co-operative 
Ministers Conference to be held in 
Nepal in April 2002.

Dr. Sisodia, Robhy Tulus with the Iranian Minister at the Consultation
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Regional Workshop on revised ILO 
Recommendation No. 127 on Co-operatives

Tr n m h e  ICA Regional O ffice for 
A sia and the P a c ific , in 
co lla b o ra tio n  w ith  the 

International Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions -  Asia Pacific Regional 
O ffice  o rg an ized  a R eg io n al 
Workshop on ILO Recommendation 
No. 127 on co -o p e ra tiv e s  at 
Singapore from 15-17 March, 2001. 
This was a follow-up on the regional 
workshop held during October 2000. 
The workshop attracted 20 delegates 
from co-operatives, trade unions, the 
ILO and ICA.
Robby Tulus, then ICA Regional 
Director, Noriyuki Suzuki, General 
Secretary of ICFTU, Dr. Yehudah 
Paz and o th ers sp o ke at the 
w orkshop. The w orkshop agreed 
that the ILO's revised definition on 
co-op eratives should include co-

ICFTU APRO & ICA ROAP
JO IN T W O RKSH OP

operative values, autonom y, and 
su sta in a b ility  in  its co n ten ts  to 
ensure its universal acceptance. The 
ICFTU and ICA ROAP decided to 
continue their collaboration on joint 
activities in the region in future.

Joint Pilot Project on organising informal sector through Co-ops

A jo in t p rep aratory  w orkshop 
organised by the International 

Confederation of Free Trade Unions, 
the ICA ROAP, the National Trade 
U nion  C o n g ress of N ep al, and 
National Co-operative Federation of 
N epal on a jo in t p ilot pro ject on 
'O rg an is in g  the In fo rm al Secto r 
through Co-operatives' was held at 
K ath m an d u  from  20th  to 21st 
December 2001.
Tw enty participants (10 from  the 
trade unions and 10 from  the co
operative sector in Nepal) attended 
the w orkshop. T op ics d iscussed  
were 'Globalisation, Labour Market 
Challenges and Responses by Trade 
U n ion s and C o -o p e ra tiv e s ' and 
'Organising informal sector through 
Co-operatives'.
After d iscussions, it w as decided 
that a joint pilot project be taken up 
to organise handicrafts craftsm en 
and carp et w eavers through co 
operatives, to be replicated in the 
region. B.D. Sharma, acting Regional 
D irecto r of IC A  m o d erated  the 
workshop.

PrejmtorYWork̂ vi 
(loiflt Pilot ftf Ct Of)

The workshop in progress.
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International Co-op Trade Network (ICTN) Seminar

Tr T T T ie  ICA ROAP in collaboration 
w ith  A CFSM C organized a 
seminar on 'International Co

o p e ra tiv e  T rad e N etw o rk in g  
(ICTN)' at the National Co-operative 
Training Center of China, Beijing, 
from 19th to 24th March 2001. This 
was the first such initiative taken by 
the ICA in this R egion , in close 
c o lla b o ra tio n  w ith  A C FSM C , 
bringing together top level leaders 
and executives of co-op organi
sations under a common platform. 
More than 40 delegates attended the 
sem inar, rep resen tin g  A u stralia , 
C hina, C anada, India, Indonesia, 
Japan, Korea, N epal, Philippines, 
Singapore, V ietnam  and the ICA 
RO A P. An M O U w as signed  
b etw een  the A C FSM C  and 
DEKOPIN during the seminar. The 
All China Federation of Supply and 
Marketing Co-operatives sponsored 
this Sem inar, w hereas ICA ROAP 
w as in charge of the design and 
implementation.

P rese n ta tio n s  w ere m ade by 
ACFSMC, China, Fujii (Dino) Haruo 
of Co-op Trade Japan, Eric Clauss of 
Co-op Atlantic, Canada and Garry 
Cronan of Australian Centre for Co
op Research and Development.
The sem in ar has tr ig e rred  a 
p ro m isin g  in itia tiv e  w here four 
m ajor consum er co-op eratives in 
Canada (Co-op Atlantic), UK (Co
operative Wholesale Society), Japan 
(Co-op Trade Japan - JC CU ) and 
Singapore (NTUC Fairprice) have 
later undertaken a joint buying trip 
to the a ffilia te s  of A ll C hina 
Federation of Supply and Marketing 
Co-operatives.
As a follow-up, the Co-op Directory 
(Yellow  Pages) prepared by ICA 
ROAP for feedback at the Seminar, 
is now fully operational. Please visit 
<w w w .directories.coop> and post 
information on your co-operatives 
and the products you would like to 
buy/sell.

Venue of the International Co-op Trade 
Exhibition, Hanoi

International Co-op Trade Exhibition and Seminar

Some two hundred producers 
co-operatives from  Vietnam , 
China, Iran and the Philippines 
participated in the International Co

op erative E xh ib ition  held at the 
Vietnam Exhibition Center in Hanoi 
from 27th August to 3rd September 
2001 w hich was organized by the 
Vietnam Co-operative Alliance and 
the ICA ROAP. Co-op products on 
d isp lay  in clu d ed  a g ricu ltu ra l 
commodities, processed goods, light 
industrial products, agricultural and 
industrial machineries, construction 
materials, handicrafts and the like. 
R ep re se n ta tiv e s  from  the co 
operative m ovem ents of Thailand 
and Australia also participated at the 
Exhibition.
Mr. Pham The Duyet, President of 
the P resid ium  of the Fatherland  
Front of Vietnam and Mr. Pham Gia 
Khiem, Deputy Prime M inister of 
V ietn am  sp o k e at the sem in ar, 
rep resen tin g  the govern m en t of

Vietnam. Dr. Nguyen Ty, President 
of Vietnam  Co-operative A lliance 
and Romulo Villamin, ICA Director 
for South East Asia underlined the 
importance of the trade exhibition. 
The week-long event also featured a 
2 -d ay  sem in ar on In te rn a tio n a l 
Trade.

Participants of the ICTN Seminar, Beijing

a A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2001

http://www.directories.coop


SANASA bank executives trained at Lucknow

Tf I  Ihe ICA ROAP in collaboration 
with the Bankers' Institute of 
Rural Developm ent (BIRD), 

Lucknow, orgarused an executive de
velopm ent p rogram m e for a 10- 
m ember m iddle level m anagerial 
personnel of SANASA Development 
Bank (SDB), Sri Lanka from 14-21 
October, 2001.

The training focussed on enabling 
strategies for structural reforms of 
co-operative banking system to meet

the emerging challenges in financial 
sector.
The contents of the course included 
conceptualization of co-operative 
banking system and its positioning 
in the financial sector. Besides, it also 
d iscussed  H RD for co -op erativ e 
banks and steps for their efficient 
operational managements.
The participants were also exposed 
to actual field situation through vis
its to co-operative banks in Lucknow.

SANASA Development Bank Executives

Seminar on Distance Education and workshop 
on member education

I
n con ju n ctio n  w ith  the H RD 
C om m ittee  M eetin g , the 
Committee organised a seminar 

on 'D ista n ce  E d u catio n ' on 2nd 
March.

The seminar focused on expanding 
the reach of co-operative education 
and tra in in g  th ro u g h  d istan ce  
learning. It showcased the actual 
ex p erien ce  of the co -o p era tiv e  
movement in M alaysia in distance 
education.

A R eg io n a l W orksh op  on 'T h e  
Development of Member Education 
System in Asia' was held in Bandung 
(Indonesia) from 12th to 15th July 
2001 in  co lla b o ra tio n  w ith

Indonesian C o-operative C ouncil 
(DEKOPIN).

The purpose of this workshop was 
to gather the collective experience of 
co-operative movements in Asia in 
m em ber education and develop a 
com p rehensive strategy tow ards 
institutionalizing the same in our co
op system s. The w orkshop high
lighted the actual experience of co
op institutions in Asia in developing 
and delivering member education 
programmes.

T h irty  p artic ip an ts rep resen tin g  
In d ia , In d o n e sia , M a la y sia , Sri 
L an k a , T h a ilan d  and V ietn am  
attended the regional workshop.

Distance Education Seminar, Jakarta

Inter-Co-op Tourism Seminar

IThe ICA  RO A P and the 
N atio n a l C o -o p era tiv e  
O rg a n iz a tio n  of M alay sia  

(ANGKASA) in collaboration with 
the In tern atio n a l A sso cia tio n  of 
T o u rism  C o -o p era tiv e s (TIC A ) 
organized an 'Inter Co-op Tourism 
Sem in ar' in K uala Lum pur from  
11th to 13th June 2001.

The W orld Tourism  O rganization 
based in Spain provided valuable 
inputs during the seminar. At the

sem in ar p re lim in a ry  b u sin ess  
arrangements on tourism products 
sp e c ifica lly  d esig n ed  for co-op  
m em bers and in v o lv in g  co 
o p e ra tiv es  at b o th  end s of the 
markets were concluded.

Thirty-seven participants represen
ting Co-operatives engaged in travel 
and tourism in Malaysia, Singapore 
and the Philippines, including school 
co-operatives, participated  in the 
seminar.

Another view of the Regional Consultation, 
Tehran
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Workshop on Consumer Co-operatives 

1Vie ICA ROAP in collaboration 
with SNCF organised the 1st 
Regional Workshop for Senior 

M an ag ers on 'M an ag em en t of 
C on su m ers C o -o p e ra tiv e s ' in 
S in g ap o re  from  21st to 23rd  
February 2001.

Twenty-one participants from India, 
In d o n e sia , Jap an  M au ritiu s, 
Singapore, Sri Lanka and Vietnam 
atten d ed  the w ork sh op . The 
objectives of the workshop were :

a) to discuss issues relating to the 
m anagem ent of consum er co
ops in the Asia-Pacific region;

b) to learn from  the operational 
and business experiences of the 
NTUC FairPrice in retail man
agement; and

c) how  to in co rp o ra te  su ch  
e x p e rien ces  in  th e ir  ow n 
consum er co-op s to enhance 
their operational and business 
efficiency.

Consumer Committee meeting in Seoul

ICA Regional Co-operative Youth Seminar

TVve ICA ROAP in collaboration 
w ith  IC A  C on su m er Sub- 
C om m ittee on U niversity/  

College Co-operatives organized a 
'R e g io n a l C o -o p era tiv e  Y ou th  
Seminar' in Tokyo from 24th to 27th 
June 2001. The National Federation 
of U n iv ers ity  C o -o p era tiv e  
A sso cia tio n  (N FU C A ), Jap an ese  
Joint Committee 0JC ), and Japanese 
C on su m ers C o -o p era tiv e  U nion  
QCCU) jointly hosted the Seminar.

The them e of the sem in ar w as 
'L ead ers T ow ards C o-op eration , 
Leading New Century'. More than 
100 y ou th  d e leg a tes  from  11

countries gathered to discuss the 
theme.
In a u g u ra tin g  the sem in ar, ICA  
President, Dr. Roberto Rodrigues, 
IC A  P resid en t, rem ind ed  the 
participants that the 'young today 
will be the future pillars of our co
o p erativ e  m ovem ent in the 21st 
century'. He also had a round table 
m eetin g  w ith  you n g p eo p le  to 
discuss the future of co-operatives 
in the region.
P rof. N akam u ra H isash i of 
R yu oko ku  U n iv e rs ity  m ade a 
presentation on the 'Improvement of 
P e o p le 's  L iv in g  th ro u g h  C o 

operative N etw orking and Robby 
Tulus, ICA Regional Director talked 
on 'Developm ent of Co-ops in the 
A sia -P a c ific  R eg ion  in the 21st 
century'.

On the last day, an evaluation was 
held and the youth unanim ously 
agreed that the experiences they had 
gained from  the tw o-day seminar 
will help them better-equip in their 
com m u n ity  w ork . The reco m 
m en d ation s, agreed upon at the 
sem inar w ill be subm itted to the 
Asia-Pacific Standing Committee of 
the ICA for better implementation of 
youth integration in the region.

Youth seminar delegates got together for a photograph
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Office-Bearers of ICA Regional Women's Committee meets

A meeting of the office-bearers 
of the 'IC A  R eg io n a l 
W om en's C om m ittee' was 

held on 14 March 2001 in Singapore. 
The meeting examined the activities 
of the W omen's Committee during 
2001 and 2002. The C om m ittee 
decided to conduct a survey of the 
situation of women's participation in

d ecis io n -m a k in g  p o s itio n s  in 
member organizations.
N ational W om en 's Forum s w ere 
held in 7 countries of the region, viz. 
India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, M alaysia, 
Singapore, Vietnam and Japan. This 
gives an impetus to persuade other 
member organizations and countries 
to hold such national forums.

At a workshop held at Bangkok, 
from 20-23 August, a Manual 

on C o -o p era tiv e  L ead ersh ip  
D evelop m en t for W om en,
d evelop ed  by the ICA R eg ional 
Office for Asia and the Pacific jointly 
with the ILO Coopnet Programme.

In a hectic 3-day program m e, co
operative leaders, gender experts 
and tra in e rs , to g eth er w ith  
representatives of the ILO and ICA 
ROAP, validated the manual with 
modifications.

The w riter of the m an u al, M s. 
Brenda Batistiana was also present.

APHCO Board meets in Singapore and 
General Assembly in Seoul

Tf I I he b oard  of A sia -P a c ific  
H ealth Co-op O rganisation 
(APHCO) met twice during 

2001. The firs t m eetin g  w as in 
Singapore 19-21 July 2001, chaired 
by Dr. V ijay  D esh m u kh  in  the 
absen ce of D r. S h o ji K ato . The 
meeting felt the need to have closer 
coordination with the International 
Health Co-operative O rganisation 
(IHCO), especially in view of the fact 
that Dr. Shoji Kato is the chair of 
both IHCO and APHCO.
The 6th meeting of the board was 
attended by members from Japan, 
Malaysia, Nepal and Sri Lanka. The 
board approved the work plan for 
2 002-2003 . The 3rd G en era l

Youth delegates discussing co-op issues

Workshop validates the Co-operative 
Leadership Development Manual for Women

The m anual is to be finally edited 
and published during the next year 
for dissem ination to ICA m ember 
organisations in the region. National 
lev e l tra in e rs ' tra in in g s  w ill be 
conducted using the manual in ICA 
member countries in the region. Juku 
Ozawa, Director-Special Programs 
at the ICA  RO A P, d ealin g  w ith  
Gender Issues, hoped that with the 
use of this m anual for training of 
w om en co-op erative leaders and 
p o ten tia l le a d ers , the lev e l of 
w o m en 's p a rtic ip a tio n  in co-op  
m anagerrient and operations w ill 
increase.

Delegates after validating the Leadership 
development manual

Assem bly of APHCO was held in 
Seoul, Korea on 15 O ctober 2001. 
Tw enty-five delegates from Japan 
and K orea  p a rtic ip a te d  at the 
A ssem bly , ap art from  m em bers 
from other countries.

Dr. Shoji Kato, founder chairperson, 
retired  due to ill health  and Dr. 
Takahashi from Japan was elected 
chair of A PH CO  and Mr. Lionel 
Sam arasin g h e  (Sri L an ka) w as 
elected the vice chair.

The APHCO members presented a 
plaque of appreciation to Dr. Kato 
in recognition of his services in the 
field of co-operative healthcare at 
regional and global levels.

3 ^^ APHCO Generan
Seoul. Korea / (X 'loK 'r l.S. 20

Lionel Samarasinghe, Vice-chair, presenting 
a memento to retiring chair Dr. Shoji Kato
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Fifteenth ICA-Japan Training Course concludes

Tr T T ^ h e  fifte e n th  IC A -Jap an  
T ra in in g  C o u rse  on 
'Strengthening Management 

., of A gricu ltu ral C o-op eratives in 
A sia' was held in India, M alaysia 
and Japan from November 16, 2000 
to April 28, 2001.
The programme was implemented 
by the International Co-operative 
A lliance - Regional Office for Asia 
and the Pacific in collaboration with 
JA -Z en ch u  (C en tra l U n io n  of 
Agricultural Co-operatives of Japan) 
and the In stitu te  for the 
D evelopm ent of A gricultural Co
o p eration  in A sia (ID A C A ). The 
M inistry of A griculture, Forestry 
and F ish e rie s  (M A FF) of the 
G o v ern m en t of Jap an  p ro v id ed  
f in a n c ia l a ss ita n ce  to the 
programme.
As in the past 15 participants were 
trained, who came from Bangladesh, 
China, India, Indonesia, M alaysia,

M y an m ar, N ep al, P ak istan , 
Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand and 
Vietnam.

Phase I of the programme covered 
country assignments and progamme 
in India was held from January 07 
to Feb.28, 2001, with the support of 
In d ian  F a rm ers ' F e rtilis e r  C o 
operatives (IFFCO) and Institute of 
Rural Management, Anand.

Study visits were held in Malaysia 
(M arch  0 1 -08 , 2 0 01), w ith  the 
su p p o rt of A N G K A SA  and the 
National Land Finance Co-operative 
Society Ltd.

Phase II of the programme was held 
at ID A C A , Ja p a n , in clu d in g  
extensive study visits of agricultural 
co-operatives in Japan, from March 
08 to April 28, 2001.

Dr. Daman Prakash, Project Director 
assisted by Mr. Prem Kumar, Project 
Advisor, coordinated the course.

Trainees of 15th course with IDACA staff 
and resource persons

ICA-Japan Rural Women Leaders 
Training course

I Tie development objective of the 
training course was 'to facilitate 

improvements of living standards of 
farm households through women's 
participation in the organisational 
structures and business operations 
of agricultural co-operatives'.

To m aterialise this ob jective, the 
main components of the programme 
were field study visits in Thailand 
and tra in in g  in  ID A C A , Jap an , 
including field visits.

The p rin cip al areas of em phasis 
in clu d ed  m ethod s of organ isin g  
rural women into co-operatives; role 
o f w om en m em bers and th e ir 
leaders in business development of 
agricultural co-operatives; ways and 
m eans for in com e g en era tin g  
activities through project approach; 
study of experiences of Japanese 
women's associations in agricultural 
co -o p s in the sp h ere  of in com e 
g en era tio n  and n etw o rk in g  of 
agricultural co-operatives.

E ig h t w om en le a d ers  from  co 
o p e ra tiv e  m ov em en ts of In d ia , 
Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam 
participated in the training course 
for 'Strengthening W om en's Agri
cu ltu ra l C o -o p era tiv e s in  R ural 
A reas and Im provem ent of Farm  
M anagem ent and Rural L ife '. K. 
Sethum adhavan, planning officer, 
represented the ICA ROAP.

First Rural women leaders' course participants with Mr. Y. Nakaoka, MD, IDACA
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Kurien wins first-ever 
Rochdale Pioneers' Prize
Dr. Verghese Kurien, chairman of 

one of the ICA members in the 
Region, National Co-operative Dairy 
F ed eratio n  of In d ia , has been  
awarded the first Rochdale Pioneers' 
Prize.
The prize was presented during the 
General Assembly in Seoul, Korea - 
16 October, 2001.
Dr. Kurien has made invaluable con
tribution to the dairy co-operative 
sector in India by helping to estab
lish irmovative and financially sus
tainable dairy co-operatives. He was 
also the 'a rch ite ct ' o f O peration  
Flood, the largest dairy development 
programme in the world. In addition 
to helping establish thousands of co
operatives, he also set up the well- 
known Institute of Rural M anage
ment in Anand.

Dr. Kurien received several interna
tio n al aw ard s in clu d in g  Ram on 
Magsayasay Award for Community 
Leadership in 1963; W ateler Peace 
Price from the Carnegie Foundation 
in 1986, World Food price in 1989; 
Internaitonal Person of the Year by 
W orld Dairy Expo, USA in 1993; 
O rdre du M erite A gricole by the 
French G overnm ent in 1997 and 
Asian Productivity Award for 2000 
from  A sian Productivity  O rgani
sation, Japan.
Fourteen universities in India, Aus
tralia, Canada, UK, USA, etc. be
stowed honourary degrees on him. 

He is also the receipient of presti
gious national aw ards in India - 
Padm ashri (1965); Padm abhushan 
(1966), K rish i R atna (1986) and 
Padma Vibushan (1999).

Our Partners
' I 'he ICA ROAP established effective partnerships in the implementation 
JL of work plan for the year 2001, with Canadian Co-operative Association 

(CCA), Canada; Developpement International Desjardins (DiD), Canada; 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries MAFF), Govt, of Japan; 
Japanese Consumers' Co-operative Union (JCCU), Japan; Central Union of 
Agricultural Co-operatives of Japan (JA-Zenchu); Institute for the Deve
lopment of Agricultural Co-operation in Asia (IDACA), Japan; All China 
Federation of Supply and M arketing Co-operatives (ACFSM C), China; 
Singapore National Co-operative Federation (SNCF), Singapore; National 
Co-operative Agrictural Co-operative Federation (NACF), Korea; Indian 
Farm ers' Fertiliser Co-operative Lim ited (IFFCO), India; National Co
operative Development Corporation of India (NCDC), India; Iran Chamber 
of Co-operatives and Ministry of Co-operatives of Iran; ILO-Co-opnet/Co- 
opreform , Philippines; N etw ork for Developm ent of A gricultural Co
operatives (NEDAC) of FAO; SANASA of Sri Lanka; and RABO Bank 
Foundation.

Membership during 2001
As at 31st Decem ber 2001 ICA 

RO A P had 58 m em ber 
organisations in the A sia-Pacific 
region.
The M alay sian  C o -o p era tiv e  
C onsum er Society  Lim ited (June 
2001) and the Sind G overnm ent 
Em ployees Co-operative Housing

Society Limited, Pakistan (February 
2001) w ere term in ated  from  the 
membership due to non-payment of 
subscription.

The N atio n a l F ed e ra tio n  of 
U n iv ers ity  C o -o p era tiv e  A sso 
ciations (NAFUCA) of Japan joined 
the ICA in October 2001.

Region-wise Membership 
as at December 2001
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ICA MEMBER ORGANISATIONS IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
1. Bangladesh Jatiya Samabaya Union (BJSU),

Dhaka, Bangladesh.
2. All China Federation of Supply and Marketing Co-op

eratives (ACFSMC), Beijing China.
3. Fiji Co-operative Union Ltd, Suva, Fiji.
4. National Co-operative Union of India, New Delhi, In

dia.
5. National Co-operative Consumers' Federation (NCCF), 

New Delhi, India.
6. Indian Farmers Fertiliser Co-op. Ltd, (IFFCO), New 

Delhi, India.
7. National Agricultural-Co-operative Marketing Federa

tion (NAFED), New Delhi, India.
8. National Co-operative Agriculture and Rural 

Development Banks' Federation, Mumbai, India.
9. National Federation of State Co-operative Banks Ltd. 

Mumbai, India.
10. Krishak Bharati Co-operative Ltd. (KRIBHCO), 

NOIDA, Uttar Pradesh, India.
11. National Co-operative Dairy Federation of India 

(NCDFI),
Anand, India.

12. National Federation of Urban Co-operative Banks 
and Credit Societies, New Delhi, India.

13. Dewan Koperasi Indonesia (DEKOPIN),
Jakarta, Indonesia

14. Central Organisation for Rual Co-operatives of Iran 
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran.

15. Central Union of Rural Agricultural Co-operatives of 
Iran
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran.

16. Iran Chamber of Co-operatives (ICC), Tehran, Islamic 
Rep. of Iran.

17. Central Union of Co-operative Societies in Israel,
Tel Aviv, Israel.

18. Co-op Blue Square Consumer Co-operative 
Ramat Gan, Israel.

19. Central Union of Agricultural Co-operatives 
QA-ZENCHU), Tokyo, Japan.

20. Japanese Consumers Co-operative Union (JCCU) 
Tokyo, Japan.

21. National Federation of Fisheries' Co-operatives 
Associations (Zengyoren), Tokyo, Japan.

22. National Federation of Forest Owners' Co-operative 
Associations (Zenmori-ren), Tokyo Japan.

23. The Norinchukin Bank (Central Co-op Bank for 
Agriculture & Forestry), Tokyo, Japan.

24. National Federation of Agricultural Co-op. Associations 
(Zen-Noh), Tokyo, Japan.

25. lE-NO-HIKARI ASSOCIATION (Association for 
Education & Publications on Agricultural Co-ops), To
kyo, Japan.

26. National Mutual Insurance Federation of Agricultural 
Co-ops. (ZENKYOREN), Tokyo, Japan.

27. National Press & Information Federation of 
Agricultural Co-operatives, Tokyo, Japan.

28. Japanese Workers' Co-operative Union (JIGYODAN) 
Tokyo, Japan.

m

29. The National Federation of University Co-operative 
Associations (NAFUCA) of Japan.

30. National Federation of Workers and Consumers 
Insurance Co-operatives (ZENROSAl), Tokyo, Japan.

31. Union of Consumer Societies, Almaty, Kazakhstan.
32. National Agricultural Co-operative Federation,

Seoul, Republic of Korea.
33. National Federation of Fisheries Co-operative 

Associations, Seoul, Republic of Korea.
34. National Credit Union Federation of Korea (NACUFOK) 

Seoul, Republic of Korea.
35. Korean Federation of Community Credit 

Co-operatives ( KFCCC), Seoul, Rep. of Korea.
36. National Forestry Co-operatives Federation (NFCF) 

Seoul, Rep. of Korea.
37. Union of Agricultural Products Co-operative Societies, 

Safat, Kuwait.
38. Union of Consumer Co-operative Societies,

Safat, Kuwait.
39. National Co-operative Organisation of Malaysia 

(ANGKASA), Petaling Jaya, Malaysia.
40. Malaysian Co-operative Insurance Society (MCIS) 

Petaling Jaya, Malaysia.
40. National Land Finance Co-operative Society Ltd.,

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
41. Mongolian Association of Private Herders' Co-opera

tives
Ulaanbaator, Mongolia.

42. Central Co-operative Society, Yangon, Myanmar.
43. National Co-operative Federation of Nepal Ltd. (NCF) 

Kathmandu, Nepal.
44. National Co-operative Union of Pakistan,

Islamabad, Pakistan.
45. The Agricultural Co-operative Union, Palestine.

(Via Israel).
46. National Confederation of Co-operatives Inc. (NATCCO) 

Quezon City , Philippines.
47. Singapore National Co-op Federation Ltd., Singapore
48. National Co-operative Council of Sri Lanka,

Colombo, Sri Lai\ka.
49. Federation of Thrift & Credit Co-op Societies Ltd. 

(SAN AS A), Colombo, Sri Lanka.
50. Consumer Co-operative Societies' Federation (Sri 

Lanka), Colombo, Sri Lanka '
51. Union of Consumer Societies, Turkmenistan.
52. Co-operative League of Thailand, Bangkok, Thailand.
53. Vietnam Co-operatives Alliance (VCA), Hanoi, Vietnam.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
1. Australian Centre for Co-operative Research and 

Development (ACCORD), Sydney, Australia.
2. Co-operative Federation of New South Wales Ltd., 

Sydney, Australia.
3. Institute for Indonesian Co-operative Development 

Studies (LSP 21), Jakarta, Indonesia.

INTERNATIONAL MEMBER ORGANISATIONS
1. Association of Asian Confederation of Credit Unions, 

(ACCU), Bangkok, Thailand.
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ICA STATEMENT OF COOPERATIVE IDENTITY

DEFINITION
A cooperative is an autonomous association of persons united voluntarily to meet their common economic, social and 
cultural needs and aspirations through a jointly-owned and democratically-controlled enterprise.

VALUES
Cooperatives are based on the values of self-help, self-responsibility, democracy, equality, equity and solidarity. In the 
tradition of their founders, cooperative members believe in the ethical values of honesty, openness, social responsibil
ity and caring for others.

PRINCIPLES
The Cooperative Principles are guidelines by which cooperatives put their values into practice.

First Principle: Voluntary and Open Membership
Cooperatives are voluntary organisations, open to all persons able to use their services and willing to accept the 
responsibilities of membership, without gender, social, racial, political or religious discrimination.

Second Principle: Democratic Member Control
Cooperatives are democratic organisations controlled by their members, who actively participate in setting their poli
cies and making decisions. Men and women, serving as elected representatives, are accountable to the membership. 
In primary cooperatives, members have equal voting rights [one member, one vote], and cooperatives at other levels 
are also organised in a democratic manner.

Third Principle : Member Economic Participation
Members contribute equitably to, and democratically control, the capital of their cooperative. At least a part of that 
capital is usually the common property of the cooperative. Members usually receive limited compensation, if any, on 
capital subscribed as a condition of membership. Members allocate surpluses for any or all of the following purposes: 
developing their cooperatives, possibly by setting up reserves, part of which at least would be indivisible; benefiting 
members in proportion to their transactions with the cooperative; and supporting other activities approved by the 
membership.

Fourth Principle: Autonomy and Independence
Cooperatives are autonomous, self-help organisations controlled by their members. If they enter into agreements with 
other organisations, including governments, or raise capital from external sources, they dp so on terms that ensure 
democratic control by their members and maintain their cooperative autonomy

Fifth Principle : Education,Training and Information
Cooperatives provide education and training for their members, elected representatives, managers, and employees, 
so that they can contribute effectively to the development of their cooperatives. They inform the general public -  
particularly young people and opinion leaders -  about the nature and benefits of Cooperation.

Sixth Principle: Cooperation among Cooperatives
Cooperatives serve their members most effectively and strengthen the Cooperative Movement by working together 
through local, national, regional and international structures.

Seventh P rinciple: Concern for the Community
Cooperatives work for the sustainable development of their communities through policies approved by their members.
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