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Advisory Council Approves 1970 Programme
TH E 10th meeting of the 
ICA Advisory Council o f the 
ICA  Regional Office and E du
cation Centre for South-East 
Asia was held in Teheran, Iran, 
on the 1st and 2nd of M arch 
1969. M r B. V enkatappiah,
Chairm an o f the Advisory 
Council, presided. M embers 
from Australia, Ceylon, India,
Iran, Japan, Republic ofK orea,
M alaysia, Philippines, Singa
pore and Thailand attended.
M r R. O kada, M anaging 
D irector of the Institute for the 
Development of Agricultural 
C ooperation in Asia (IDACA),
Japan, attended as a  special 
invitee.

Those who attended from  
the ICA  were: M rP .E . Weera- 
man, Regional Officer, M r 
J.M . R ana, D irector, Education 
Centre, and M r M.V. M adane,
Joint Director.

The member from Pakistan could not attend the 
meeting.

The Chairm an, M r B. V enkatappiah and M r Weera- 
m an expressed deep gratitude for the excellent hospitality 
extended and the arrangem ents made by the host organi
sation, the Sepah Consum ers Cooperative Society, and 
made particular mention o f the assistance given by its 
General M anager, M r J. Sassani, a m ember o f the 
Advisory Council.

In his opening remarks, M r W eeraman said tha t it 
was a great privilege for the Advisory Council to  hold its 
meeting in Iran , which is the only country to  declare 
a particular year (1968) as the Cooperative Year. He 
expressed the hope that, with the help and assistance 
received from His Im perial M ajesty the Shahanshah 
Arya M ehr of Iran , the C ooperative M ovem ent in 
Iran  will develop further. He requested M r Sassani to 
convey the IC A ’s deep appreciation of the patronage

extended to the M ovem ent by His Imperial Majesty.

On behalf of the host organisation, the Sepah C on
sumers Cooperative Society, M r Sassani welcomed the 
members to Iran  and wished them a happy stay in 
Teheran.

The activities of the Regional Centre from  December
1968 upto 15th February 1969 and the proposed work 
program m e for 1970 were reviewed by the Council.

WORK PROGRAMME FOR 1970

The following program m e was approved of by the 
Advisory Council for the year 1970:

Regional Conferences and Seminars

1. Conference of Cooperative M inisters and Co
operative Leaders. Venue: New Delhi. November.
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2. Seminar on M arketing of F ruits and Vegetables. 
Venue: A ustralia or Japan

3. Seminar on O rganisation and Financing of 
Cooperative Housing. Venue: M alaysia

4. Seminar on Cooperative Credit. Venue: Japan 
or India

National Seminars
A bout four national seminars will be organised. 

Priority will be given to  consumer cooperatives and co
operative education.

ICA Fellowship Programme
Fellowship Program m e on the subject o f M ember 

Education will be organised for a period of three months. 
Three C ooperators selected from the Region will parti
cipate in the program m e.

ICA Teachers' Exchange Programme
The Teachers Exchange Program m e for the year 

1970 will be organised with the following broad objectives 
in view: (1) To enable the teacher to  learn about
teaching methods, curricula etc. o f the receiving training 
centre; (2) to  contribute to  the teaching program m es in 
the receiving training centre on the basis o f the teacher’s 
knowledge of the movement in his own country; and 
(3) to  enable the teacher to study the cooperative 
movement in the receiving country in the subject o f his 
specialisation.

Three teachers will be selected and the duration of the 
Program m e will be about two months.

Study Programme for Top Level Personnel
The Council approved the idea o f organising a study 

program m e of one m onth’s duration  for a couple o f top- 
level persons such as the Registrars o f Cooperative 
Societies and the M anagers of im portant cooperative 
organisations in the region.

The objective o f the program m e is to  provide an 
opportunity  o f studying cooperation to  persons who have 
been recruited to  the Cooperative M ovem ent w ithout 
their having had previous knowledge and experience of 
cooperative work and to  persons who have been assigned 
special project work by their employers.

Other activities
The ICA  Regional Centre will also attem pt to 

contribute to  the following activities: FA O  W orld
Conference on A gricultural Education, FA O /IC A  
Seminar on F ishery Cooperatives to be held in Asia, 
and the E C A FE  Expert G roup on the C ontribution of

Cooperative Techniques to  economic and social develop
ment.

Research
The following research studies will be undertaken:
(i) Sales M anagem ent in Consum er Cooperative 
Societies, (ii) C ontribution o f Cooperative Edu
cation to Business Prom otion, (iii) Recovery Pro
blems o f Credit Cooperatives, (iv) Supply o f Agri
cultural Requirements.

Publications and Publicity
The following publications will be brought out 

during 1970:
1. M anual for Simplified Presentation o f C oopera

tive Business Inform ation.
2. M arketing o f Foodgrains by A gricultural C o

operatives.
3. Farm  G uidance Activities by Agricultural Co

operatives.
The Council recommended that proper publicity 

should be made in 1970 in connection with the celebration 
of com pletion o f 75 years o f the ICA  and the 10th 
Year of the establishment of the ICA Regional Centre.

Collaboration with the Swedish Cooperative Centre
The Council noted that the SCC has the intention of 

organising the following programmes during the year:
1. A Seminar on Cooperative Education for East 

African Countries, to  which the SCC has agreed 
to invite a few participants from  the South-East 
A sian Region.

2. A Seminar for Local Women Leaders for East 
African Countries. SCC, in this case too, would 
invite a limited num ber o f participants from 
this Region as well.

3. Four to  six weeks study tour program m e for 
key personnel from South-East Asia during 
1969-70.

In future the SCC plans to hold sub-regional seminars 
for the South-East Asian movements.

Technical Assistance including Trade
The Council emphasised the need for coordinating 

the work of Cooperative projects with the development 
plans of the respective governments w ith a view to get
ting government support for their im plem entations. It 
was, therefore, considered im portant that the national 
cooperative movements in the Region should keep the 
Regional Centre informed o f such programmes. 
W ork on  the following projects will be continued during 
1970:

1. M ulti-com m odity F ru it and Vegetable Proces
sing U nit o f the N A FE D  in New Delhi.

2. C onsolidation F ru it Processing Plant o f the 
N A C F o f Korea.

3. F ru it Processing Project in Ceylon.
4. M ore systematic efforts will be made in the 

collection and dissemination of trade inform ation 
from  and among the cooperative trading organi
sations.

( Please see page 4 )
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SCC-ICA Follow-Up Seminar (South-East Asia)
New Delhi, February 1969

(From left to right) Mr J. M. Rana, Professor Gunnar Heckscher, Swedish Ambassador 
in India, Mr Brahm Perkash, M.P., M r B. Venkatappiah, Mr P.E. Weeraman and Mr Alf

Carlsson.

A Follow -up Seminar of se
lected Asian participants who 
had attended seminars held in 
Stockholm  by the Swedish Co
operative Centre, was organised 
in New Delhi from  2nd to  12th 
February 1969. The seminar 
was jo intly  organised by the 
Swedish Cooperative Centre 
and the IC A  Regional Centre 
for South-East Asia. 13 parti
cipants from  Ceylon, India,
Japan , M alaysia, Nepal, Pakis
tan, Philippines, and Thailand 
attended.

The sem inar was inaugurat
ed by M r B. Venkatappiah,
C hairm an o f the IC A  Advisory 
Council. The inaugural func
tion was presided over by M r 
P. E. W eeraman, ICA Regional 
Officer for South-East Asia.
His Excellency Professor 
G unnar Heckscher, Am bas
sador o f Sweden in India and 
M r Brahm Perkash, M .P.,
General Secretary o f the N a
tional Cooperative Union of India, were present at the 
opening function.

The program m e had centred on discussions in groups 
and plenaries o f the subject areas listed below: (i) C ate
gories o f Cooperative W orkers to  be trained abroad;
(ii) Special need of foreign training in view o f require
ments o f these categories; (iii) Subject areas to  be 
studied in Sweden; (iv) Future form s of seminars and 
courses, education methods and follow-up activities to 
be carried out by the Swedish Cooperative Centre.

In  addition, the seminar had the benefit o f lectures 
on cooperative marketing theory by Professor K,. F. 
Svardstrom  o f Swedish A gricultural College, Ultuna, 
U ppsala, recent developments in cooperative training at 
Var G ard  by M r G unnar D ahlander, Principal, Var 
G ard , Sweden, training of Indian cooperative personnel 
abroad by M r Brahm Perkash of the N C U I, and cooper
ative developm ent and its problems in Ind ia  by M r B. K. 
Sinha, M ember-Secretary o f the Com m ittee for C oopera
tive Training o f  the N C U I.

Requirements of Coop Training Abroad
The sem inar suggested the program m es o f training 

abroad m ust be carefully worked ou t by the movements 
in the Region in the context o f training facilities available 
with the countries concerned. Inadequacies within the 
domestic training facilities should be conveyed to the 
offering countries for their guidance to receive additional 
contributions which could be had only through foreign 
facilities. In  this context reference was m ade to  the 
report o f the International Conference on Cooperative 
Education convened in New Delhi between February 
16-23, 1968 in which the need for bridging the com m u

nication gap between the offering and deputing countries 
was stressed.

The sem inar felt that training abroad would be useful 
on account o f the inadequate availability o f  theoretical 
and practical knowledge with regard to  the techniques 
o f m anagem ent and the technical operations o f  coopera
tives in different fields o f economic activity. In  addition 
to filling in these gaps, training abroad would expose 
the participants to  different types o f structural organisa
tions and parliam entary systems o f cooperative move
ments etc. than  those obtaining in their own countries „ 
and to cooperative developments in a different environ
ment. Further, training abroad would be helpful espe
cially in learning about methods adopted by foreign 
movements to  tackle problems similar to those faced by 
the participants’ own movements, and modes o f provi
ding technical services o f a nature required in their 
movements. Finally, the exchange o f experiences among 
the participants themselves is o f great value in the learn
ing process and helps in forging closer links am ong the 
various movements in the Region.

All the three groups agreed tha t cooperative educa
tion should be given high priority for training abroad.
In  this context, the seminar emphasised the im portance 
of training o f trainers to tra in  the various categories of 
personnel employed by the movement in its different 
sectors.

Selection of participants for foreign training
In  selecting the participants for foreign training, it 

was suggested tha t care should be taken to  select only 
those persons in  leading positions who have sufficient 
w orking experience and who have the necessary authority
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to  implement new ideas. Persons suitable for foreign 
training in order o f  priority  would be those w orking 
at the national level, the State level and the D istrict level 
cooperative organisations including those from  primaries 
operating on a large-scale. I t was also felt tha t the 
experienced personnel in the Cooperative D epartm ent 
should get high consideration for training in view o f the 
vital role played by governments in cooperative develop
ment in the Region.

F rom  C ooperative organisations the candidates to  be 
selected should be the C hief Executives, the second in 
command an d /o r Departm ental Heads having managerial 
tasks, and lay persons who have leadership positions in 
cooperative organisations. Officers who are at the 
directing level such as the Registrars o f Cooperative 
Societies, and senior officers o f the Cooperative D epart
ments should also be included for foreign training.

O ther categories of cooperative workers to be covered 
by foreign train ing should include teachers o f coopera
tive training colleges. Cooperative Education Officers 
and those leaders and employees who are “ coming men” .

Training facilities to be provided by the SCC
The seminar gave the highest priority  for training 

requirements o f agricultural cooperation in South-East 
Asia, it being the m ost im portant cooperative activity. 
Other fields of training requirements would be C onsum er 
C ooperation, Cooperative Education, H ousing Coopera
tives, Insurance Cooperatives and Cooperative Industrial 
Enterprises.

□  □ □

ICA AGRICULTURAL SUBCOM M ITTEE FOR 
SOUTH-EAST ASIA

The third meeting of the IC A  Agricultural Sub-Com 
mittee for South-East Asia was held on 24th February, 
1969 at the office o f the N ational A gricultural C oopera
tive M arketing Federation, New Delhi. M em bers from 
Australia, India, Ceylon, Japan, Republic of K orea and 
M alaysia attended. The meeting was presided over by 
M r K. W. Devanayagam  of Ceylon.

(From left to right) M r Yong Chan Paik o f  Korea, M r A.H. 
Ganesan of ICA, M r H. Togawa o f Japan, M r V.N. Puri o f  

India and Mr Irwin Hunter o f Australia.

Those who participated in the meeting from  the ICA 
Regional Centre were: M r Shiro Futagam i, Secretary of

the Sub-Committee. M r P. E. W eerman, M r J.M . R ana, 
and M r M.V. M adance.

The m embers o f the Sub-Committee also paid a 
visit to  the offices o f the ICA  Regional Centre.

ICA-NCCF MANAGEMENT PROJECT

In  its 9th meeting held in K uala Lum pur, M alaysia, in 
N ovem ber 1968, the ICA  Advisory Council had  decided 
that the IC A  Regional Centre should conduct a study in 
the field of Personnel M anagem ent in a few selected 
cooperative Super Bazars in India. In  pursuance o f the 
above recom m endation the ICA Regional Centre 
convened a meeting of concerned officers from  the 
D epartm ent o f C ooperation o f the G overnm ent o f India, 
N C U I, N ational Cooperative Consumers Federation, 
Committee for Cooperative Training o f the N C U I on 
the 10th January  1969 to discuss the objectives, scope and 
methodology o f the proposed study. The meeting 
suggested tha t the study should be a jo in t venture o f the 
ICA and the N C C F.

Objectives of the study

(i) To make a detailed study of the existing practices 
in the field of personnel management in selected co
operative Super Bazars in Ind ia ; (ii) To make recom m en
dations and to suggest new measures wherever necessary, 
in the field of personnel m anagem ent with a view to 
improving the productivity o f the employees; (iii) To 
frame guidelines as a result o f the above, with a view to 
assisting the m anagem ent in the form ulation o f their 
personnel policies.

M r R agnar Arvidsson, Joint D irector, A dm inistra
tion and Finance, o f the ICA Regional Centre and M r 
K. K. Taimni, M anagem ent C onsultant o f the N C C F 
have undertaken the above study.

On the basis o f a carefully worked out questionnaire, 
inform ation will be collected from  the members o f the 
Board o f D irectors, the General M anagers, the em p
loyees, the custom ers, the State Registrars and other con
nected interests. The questionnaire was tested in Ap-Ka 
Bazar in M eerut, U.P., in the third week of M arch 1969.

The study would cover about 10 m edium  sized 
Cooperative Super Bazars representing a cross-section 
in the country.

The study would stretch over a period of five m onths 
and the final report along with the recom m endations will 
be ready by the end of the current year.

(Continued from page 2)
ICA ADVISORY COUNCIL (Contd.)

The Council suggested that the question o f form a
tion of a sub-group within the Centre which could 
discuss the particular problem s of trade and technical 
assistance should be explored.
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STAFF CHANGES

RANA CONFIRMED
M r J. M. R ana has been confirmed in the post o f the 

D irector of the IC A  Education Centre w ith effect from 
January 1969.

DR VIR PROMOTED

D r D harm  Vir serving in the IC A  Education Centre as

D eputy D irector since 1963 has been prom oted as Joint 
D irector in January  1969.

D r Vir who has a doctorate in Psychology from  the 
University of Lucknow is a specialist in cooperative 
m em ber education. The M anual for Study Circle 
Leaders which has been widely tested in the Region 
and translated into several languages in South-East 
Asia was prepared by him.

----------------------------------------— -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- v

THE ROLE OF COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT 
IN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

(Resolution 2459 (xxiii) adopted at the end of 
December 1968 by the U N  General Assembly)

The General Assembly

Taking into consideration the necessity o f mobilising 
all means aimed at economic and social development of 
individual countries and, in particular, developing 
countries,

RECOGNISING the im portant role o f the coopera
tive movem ent in the development o f  various fields o f 
production and distribution, including agriculture, 
anim al husbandry, fisheries, m anufacturing, housing, 
credit institutions, education and health services,

RECOGNISING tha t the prom otion o f the coopera
tive movem ent in accordance w ith local needs could 
contribute to  the im plem entation o f the goals of the 
second U nited N ations Development Decade,

RECOGNISING also that a lack o f skilled and 
experienced personnel is a t present one o f  the most 
im portant obstacles to  the development o f the coopera
tive m ovem ent in developing countries,

1. REQUESTS the Economic and Social Council 
to  consider, in connection with the preparations for the 
second U nited N ations Development D ecade, the ques
tion o f the role o f the cooperative m ovem ent in 
economic and social development;

2. IN V ITES member states tha t have traditions and 
experience in th a t regard to  provide increasing help, 
including staff teaching, to  developing countries which 
request it in the field o f cooperative m ovem ent;

3. REQUESTS the International Labour Organi
sation, other specialised agencies concerned and the 
International Cooperative Alliance to  render increased 
assistance w ithin their possibilities in the realisation of 
the objectives o f the present resolution. 

 □

ICA Brings Indo-US Coops Together
M r Chester Bowles, the Am erican A m basssador in India, writing his “A m bassadors’ R eport” o n ' “ Our 

Com m on F a ith  in Cooperatives” States:

“There is (however), at least one word tha t has a favourable connotation  for both Indians and Americans 
—this “cooperative.” This word reflects our common heritage o f self-help and democratic participation.

“ In ternational cooperation has brought Indian and Am erican coops together, chiefly th rough the activities 
of the In ternational Cooperative Alliance in  conducting exchange o f inform ation and personnel.”

{The American Reporter, Nov. 20, 1968)
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REGIONAL NEWS ROUNDUP
CEYLON

CEYLON ROYAL COM M ISSION VISITS INDIA

The Royal Commission on Cooperative Movement in 
Ceylon visited India in the third week of February 1969 
to study the various aspects of the Indian Cooperative 
Movement. During their stay in India, the Royal Com 
mission headed by D r Alexander F. Laidlaw of Canada, 
visited a number of national cooperative institutions 
and held discussions with Mr Jagjivan Ram, Minister 
for Food, Agriculture, Community Development and 
Cooperation; M r M.S. Gurupadaswamy, Minister for 
State in the Ministry of Food, Agriculture, Community 
Development and Cooperation; Dr D.R. Gadgil, Deputy 
Chairman of the Indian Planning Commission and 
other cooperative leaders.

Dr Alexander Laidlaw o f  Canada, Chairman of Hie Royal 
Commission being received by Mr J . M.  Rana. In 1 he centre is 

Mr P.E. Weeraman.

The Commission also visited the offices of the Inter
national Cooperative Alliance and held discussions with 
the Regional Officer for South-East Asia, Mr P.E. Weera
man and other officers.

KINIGAMA, CEYCOFED’S 
GENERAL SECRETARY

M r P.B.W. Kinigama has 
been appointed as the 
General Secretary of the 
Cooperative Federation of 
Ceylon.

M r Kinigama has under
gone special courses in co
operative training in India 
in 1946, and in Canada in 
1960, and has also studied 
Cooperative Movements in
Japan and Czechoslovakia. M r P.B.W. Kinigama

He has served in the Departm ent of Cooperative 
Development in Ceylon for 30 years in various 
capacities.

INDIA

CONFERENCE ON MANAGEMENT EDUCATION 
AND TRAINING IN  INDIA

The Vaikunth Mehta National Institute of Cooperative 
Management, Poona, organised a Conference on M ana
gement Education and Training (COM ET) in India 
t r o ’’ January 22 to 24, 1969 at the Institute's premises 
in Poona.

Objectives of the Conference

I . to provide a forum with a view to stimulating 
contact and communication among the management 
edu ationists, businessmen in Private, Public and Co
operative Sectors and all others interested in manage
ment education ; 2. to share, update and exchange 
ideas, views and experiences regarding programmes, 
problems and prospects o f iranagem ent education;
3. to explore ways and means of strengthening and im
proving all areas of management education.

Conference Discussion

All the m ajor areas of management education and 
training were discussed in these three days in five busi
ness sessions. M ajor areas discussed were : 1. M anage
ment Education and Training Programmes in India 
and Inter-institutional collaboration; 2. Choice of teach
ing techniques ; 3. Training of trainers; 4. Research 
in M anagement; 5. Business and Academics.

The presidential address of the inaugural session was 
delivered by D r H. V. Pataskar, Vice Chancellor, U ni
versity of Poona.

M r P. R. Dubhashi, D irector of the Institute in his 
welcome address stated that scientific management holds 
the key to India's future economic development.

Mr. P.E. W eeraman, and M r J. M. Rana, from the 
ICA Regional Centre participated in the Conference.

HILL PRODUCTS SEMINAR

A three-day seminar (February 25-27, 1969) was organi
sed by the N ational Cooperative Union of India on 
“ Cooperative M arketing and Processing of Hill Pro
ducts” in New Delhi.

The seminar, which was inaugurated by M r Jagjivan 
Ram, Minister for Food, Agriculture, Community 
Development and Cooperation, Government of India, 
was attended by more than 50 experts and representa
tives from various State Cooperative Departments, 
Cooperative Federations and M arketing Organisations,
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Tribal Welfare Corporations, Khadi and Village In 
dustries Board and institutions connected with forest 
research. Representatives and observers from the 
International Cooperative Alliance, the Ford Foundation

(From left to right) Mr M.S. Asthma, Chief Executive Director, 
NCUI, Mr J.B.L. Khachi, President, Himachal State Cooperative 
Union, Mr Jagjivan Ram, Minister and Ch. Brahm Perkash, 

Genera! Secretary o f  the NCUI.

and the Cooperative League of the USA also participated 
in the deliberations of the Seminar.

Dr D. Vir participated in the Seminar on behalf 
o f the ICA Regional Centre.

INTEGRATED RURAL EXTENSION SEMINAR

Dr D. Vir, Joint Director, ICA Regional Centre parti
cipated as a resource person in the N ational Seminar on 
Integrated R ural Extension held at Coim batore, Tamil 
Nadu. The Seminar was organised by the Sri Rama- 
krishna Mission Vidyalaya Rural Institute from 27th 
to 29th November 1968.

D r D. Vir delivered a talk on the Cooperative Ex
tension W ork and presented two papers related to the 
subject.

ADULT EDUCATION CONFERENCE

The 22nd Annual Conference on Adult Education 
was organised by the Indian A dult Education Associa
tion at Pondicherry on 23rd and 24th December 1968. 
The Conference was presided over by D r M.S. Adishe- 
siah, Deputy Director General, UNESCO.

On behalf o f the International Cooperative Alliance, 
D r D. Vir participated in the Conference as a resource 
persons and presented a paper on Adult Education and 
Cooperatives.

Resolutions on Cooperatives and Adult Education 
passed by the Conference are reproduced below :

“ 1. '( a )  The Conference resolves that education in 
the theory and practice of Cooperation should be accep

ted as an integral part of the programme o f adult edu
cation. The Conference further resolves to  urge upon 
the Cooperative M ovement to conduct adult education 
programmes as its im portant obligation and function, 
to  prom ote social awareness am ong members and 
others.

“ (b) This Conference is firmly of the opinion that 
cooperative movement has a significant role to  play in the 
economic development o f the country. In  order to 
enable the cooperative movement to  fulfil its role 
effectively, the Conference believes that education for 
cooperation should form a part of the comprehensive 
programme of adult education so that the basic principles 
and ideology of cooperation are safeguarded and 
strengthened and a sense of social responsibility 
developed am ong the people.

“ 2. The Conference notes with pleasure tha t several 
functional literacy projects are being implemented in 
India mainly by governmental agencies in collaboration 
with UNESCO. However, it is necessary to  involve 
voluntary agencies in the programme so that it could be 
made more effective and be sustained on a long-term 
basis, without much burden on the government. I t  is, 
therefore, recommended that adult education agencies 
such as adult education associations, cooperative unions 
and trade unions already engaged in adult education 
work should be involved in functional literacy projects 
and life-long education programmes, and give them 
necessary assistance.”

INTER-UNIVERSITY NATIONAL DEBATE ON 
COOPERATION

An Inter-University National Debating Contest on 
the subject “ the Cooperative Movement will succeed only 
when the State aid to the Movement is w ithdrawn” , 
was held at M.S. University A uditorium , Baroda on 
20th and 21st January 1969 under the auspices of the 
Committee for Cooperative Training of the N C U I and 
the M.S. University of Baroda.

Sixty two young student Cooperators from  32 uni
versities of the country participated in the Contest.

M r B. K. Sinha (left) is seen here presenting the ICA publications 
to Dr K. N. Naik o f the University o f Baroda.
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Exhibition on Cooperation

During the time o f the Contest an exhibition on Co
operation was organised by the G ujarat State C oopera
tive U nion, Ahm edabad. The exhibition depicted the 
development o f the cooperative movement in the country 
with particular reference to  achievements of coopera
tives in G ujarat State. Literature on cooperation 
published by various organisations including the In ter
national Cooperative Alliance was also exhibited. 
A t the end of the exhibition a  complete set o f books 
published by the ICA Regional Office & Education 
Centre was presented to the Baroda University by 
M r B. K. Sinha, M em ber Secretary of the Committee 
for Cooperative Training on behalf of the ICA  Regional 
Centre.

HOUSING SYMPOSIUM

The N ational Buildings Organisation o f India (U .N . 
Regional Housing Centre for ECAFE Region) organised 
a Symposium on “ Role of Housing in N ational Eco
nomy” in New Delhi from  12th M arch to  14th M arch
1969 which was inaugurated by D r S. Chandrasekhar, 
M inister for H ealth, Family Planning, W orks, Housing 
and U rban Development, Governm ent of India.

M r P. E. W eeraman, M r Lionel G unaw ardana and 
D r. D. Vir, participated in the Symposium on behalf 
o f the ICA.

WOMEN PROGRAMME IN GUJARAT

The G ujarat State Cooperative U nion organised 
during Nov. 1968 a  five days’ course on C ooperation 
for W omen C ooperators working at district level. The 
course, which was attended by about 30 W omen C oopera
tors, had the objective of acquainting the district level 
workers with the ideals and principles o f cooperation, 
its achievements, practical working and recent trends 
o f cooperative development.

The U nion has started two pilot projects in Surat 
and K aira Districts. In  these projects Cooperative 
M ember Education programmes will be particularly 
directed to  W omen Cooperators.

IRAN

NATIONAL SEMINAR ON CONSUMER COOPERA
TIVES, TEHERAN, MAY 18-31, 1969

The Central Cooperative Organisation of Iran  and the 
Sepah Consumers Cooperative Society of Iran, are plan
ning to  conduct a national seminar on Consumer Coope
ratives in collaboration with the ICA Regional Centre 
for South-East Asia. The ICA is assisting the Iranian  
Cooperators in  program m ing and will provide resource, 
persons and literature.

M r Ragnar Arvidsson, D r D. Vir and M r D am an 
Prakash will be participating in the national seminar.

KOREA 
REPUBLIC OF

PAIK : Director of NACF

M r Yong Chan Paik has 
been prom oted as Director- 
in-charge of Research and 
Purchasing Business o f the 
N ational Agricultural C o
operative Federation o f the 
Republic o f K orea with 
effect from February 1969.
M r Paik is a mem ber for 
K orea on the ICA A dvisory 
Council for South-East Asia.

PAKISTAN  

GOLDEN JUBILEE

The West Pakistan Cooperative Union, Lahore, a 
member-organisation o f the International Cooperative 
Alliance, completed its 50 years in July 1968. The 
Jubilee Celebrations coincided with the holding of the 
46th International Cooperative Day, on November
2, 1968.

The West Pakistan Cooperative Union, formed in 
1918, has a membership of over 29,000 Cooperatives; 
these Cooperatives have a membership of nearly 1.6 
million and a working capital o f Rs. 1,240 million.

Besides organising special meetings and program m es 
to create understanding about Cooperative M ovement 
among the masses, the U nion issued a souvenir which 
contained messages from  prom inent leaders and Co- 
operators o f Pakistan and abroad.

THAILAND

COOP LEAGUE OF THAILAND

The Cooperative M ove
m ent of Thailand has 
now a national institu
tion called “Cooperative 
League of Thailand” .
M r Thep Saiyananda,
Director of the Division 
of Economic Affairs of 
Cooperatives in the 
M inistry of N ational 
Development, has been 
appointed as D irector of 
the Cooperative League.

M r Thep Saiyananda Mr TheP Saiyananda 
is also a m ember for
Thailand of the ICA Advisory Council for South- 
East Asia.

M r Yong Chan Paik
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Group Study Course in Australia

Mr P. E. W eeraman and M r J. M. R ana will be par
ticipating in the G roup Study Course in  Establishm ent 
and M anagem ent of Cooperatives in A ustralia (M arch 
24 to  M ay 7, 1969). The Course has been jointly spon
sored by the Commonwealth Governm ent o f Australia, 
ICA Regional Centre for South-East Asia, Cooperative 
Federation of Australia, State Governm ent of Western 
Australia, and the Cooperative Federation of Western 
Australia.

The Course, which will be attended by approxi
mately 30 delegates from Asian Cooperative Movements, 
has the following objectives before it: i. to  provide prac
tical first hand knowledge of the operation o f successful 
and diverse cooperative endeavour in A ustralia; ii. to 
examine the relevance of cooperative activity in Aus
tralia and the application of experience available and 
methods used for the benefit of the participants own 
countries; and iii. to provide opportunity for Australian 
Cooperatives to assess more readily the extent to which 
cooperative assistance may be afforded for the more 
effective cooperative development of those countries.

Trainees who will attend the course will come from 
several countries of the South-East Asian Region.

Russian Delegation Visits ICA

A D elegation of Cooperators from the CENTRO- 
SOYUS of U.S.S.R. visited the office o f the ICA Re
gional Centre on M arch 5, 1969. The members of the 
Delegation, Mr Dmitry I. Gudkov, Deputy Chairman 
o f Centrosoyus (Leader), M r Selvanov, D eputy D irec

tor of Soyuzcoopvnesh Toy Society, and M r Kondra- 
tayev, Senior Consultant of Foreign Relations Division, 
Centrosoyus, held discussions with the officers of the 
Regional Centre.

ICFTU Trainees

The Education Centre held a two day Course for the 
IC FT U  College Trainees on 17th and 18th M arch, 
1969. Lectures were delivered to  the trainees by M r 
P. E. W eeraman, on “ International Cooperative Alli
ance,” M r J. M. Rana, on “Principles o f C ooperation” 
and “ Role and Activities of Consumer Cooperatives in 
South-East A sia,” and M r Lionel G unaw ardana, on 
“ Role and activities of U rban Thrift and Loan Societies 
in South-East Asia.”

The Delegation also visited the N ational Coopera
tive U nion o f India and a number o f other Cooperative 
Organisations in  the country.

Gunawardana Attends Swedish Seminar

The D eputy Director, Publications, M r. H . P. Lionel 
G unaw ardana, has gone to  Sweden to  participate in the 
Seventh International Seminar (April 7 to June 30, 1969) 
organised by the Swedish Cooperative Centre, Stock
holm. The first part o f the Seminar will be held in 
Sweden and the second part, which is o f two weeks 
duration, will be located in Thailand. The South-East 
Asian part of the Seminar will be conducted in colla
boration with the ICA Regional Centre and the Minis
try o f N ational Development, Thailand.

The theme o f the International Seminar is “ Coopera
tive Leadership and M anagement” .

Audio-Visual Education
M r D am an Prakash, Publications Assistant in the 

Publications D epartm ent of the ICA  Regional Centre 
recently underwent a specialised training in Projected

M r Daman Prakash is seen here receiving the certificate from 
Brig R. Streenivasan, Director, Advertising and Visual Publicity, 

Government o f India

Aids. The training programme offered by the Depart- 
Mr Dmitry Gudkov seen here going through the ICA ment [o f  Audio-Visual Education, New Delhi, aimed

Information Bulletin. a t equipping the trainees with the latest techniques in
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production and use o f visual aids like photographs, 
filmstrips, slides etc. in teaching.

The training course was held during January-Feb- 
ruary 1969.

ICA INSURANCE EXECUTIVE MEETS IN ASIA

A Conference o f the ICA  Insurance Executive was 
held in K uala Lum pur, M alaysia, in the second half o f 
January 1969. This was the first time that the Insurance 
Executive held its meeting in South-East Asia.

M r Kjell Guestafsson, Second Vice President o f 
FO LK SA M , Sweden, who attended the meeting, visited 
the ICA Regional Centre on his way to M alaysia and 
held discussions w ith the officers of the Regional 
Centre.

□  □ □

UNESCO STUDY TOURS

A t the 15th Session o f the General Conference of U N ES
CO held in October-November 1968, it was decided to 
continue in 1969-70 the Study Tour Scheme for W orkers’ 
Education Leaders which has been in operation since 
1967.

The scheme is designed for the better use of facilities 
in cooperative, workers’ and trade union education for 
the extension of U N ESC O 's A dult Education Program 
me, and to  support this type of education at the inter
national level.

In the debates on A dult Education, the last General 
Conference of UNESCO showed general agreement that 
non-governmental organisations could contribute valua
ble work in the fields o f : (a) functional literacy program 
mes in developing countries, (b) training of middle grade 
personnel, and (c) youth activities.

These awards for 1969-70 cover the cost of travel, 
including internal travel in the country o f study. Ac
com m odation costs within the country o f study are to 
be covered either by the organisation of the participant 
or by the host organisation.

Detailed inform ation on the subject can be had from 
the UNESCO N ational Commissions, or UN ESCO  
headquarters in Paris, or directly from  the ICA head
quarters in London. Last date of submission of appli
cations is the 15th o f M ay 1969.

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND  
COOP TRADE
UN-ECAFE COMMITTEE ON TRADE 
ICA’s Participation

The Joint D irector for Technical Assistance including 
Trade, M r M.V. M adane, attended the 12th Session 
o f the U N /E C A FE  Com m ittee on Trade which was held 
in Bangkok from January  6-15, 1959. A statem ent

M r M. V. Madane o f  ICA (extreme left) is seen here attending 
the Committee meeting.

outlining the activities o f the IC A  Regional Office and 
Education Centre in the field o f  trade prom otion was 
read before the Committee. Representatives from  m ore 
than  30 countries, b o th  from  within the ECA FE Region 
and outside, attended the meeting in addition to obser
vers from  a num ber o f U. N. Specialised Agencies, 
intergovernm ental organisations and non-governm ental 
organisations. The opening session of the Com m ittee 
was addressed by M r. Pote Sarasin, M inister o f Econo
mic Affairs and N ational Development, G overnm ent 
o f Thailand.

The Com m ittee reviewed the present develop
ments in the field o f  international trade and noted 
w ith concern the cotinuous decrease o f export earnings 
from  m ajor prim ary com m odities by the EC A FE m em ber 
countries in the Region. The m ain factor which contri
buted to this developm ent was the steep fall in the prices 
o f prim ary com m odities such as tea, tin, rubber, palm  
oil and hard  fibres. The Com m ittee stressed the im por
tance of increasing the flow o f trade to the m arket eco
nomy countries and suggested several measures which 
can bring about the increase in trade. The Com m ittee 
also stressed the im portance o f continued active and 
genuine cooperation am ong developed and developing 
countries in finding suitable solutions to problem s faced 
by the developing countries in the ECAFE region.

FAO APPOINTMENT
The Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations is advertising the vacancy 

of the post of Branch Chief for Cooperatives, Credit and Rural Sociology at the Headquarters 
in Rome.

Interested specialists with the necessary background and experience for a job of such 
a high responsibility may request more detailed information from FAO directly (Recruitment 
Section, Personnel Division, FAO, Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, Rome, Italy).
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COOPERATIVE PUBLICATIONS

m a n u a l  f o r  s t u d y  c ir c l e  l e a d e r s

The publication “ M anual for Study Circle Leaders", 
first published by the ICA Regional Centre in 1965, 
has recently been revised by the author, Dr Dharm  Vir, 
Joint D irector, and published (January 1969). The 
publication has already been widely distributed in the 
Region of South-East Asia, and m any cooperative move
ments have translated it in their local languages.

Price per copy : Indian Rs. 5/- (US Cents 75), pos
tage and packing extra.

CALENDAR OF TECH. ASSISTANCE 1969

One of the most useful and successful documents 
produced by the International Cooperative Alliance in 
recent years has been : The Calendar of Technical 
Assistance for Cooperatives in Developing Countries
published annually since 1966 and listing various semi
nars, training courses, education schemes as well as 
other technical assistance projects with a cooperative 
content planned for the forthcoming year by various 
national and international organisations for the benefit 
of cooperative movements in the developing countries 
(assignment of experts, consultants, advisers; prom o
tional and development schemes, m aterial aid, grants, 
loans, missions, audits, surveys, legislation services, 
organisational assistance, research schemes, jo in t pro
jects etc.)

The 1969 Calendar is now available and can be 
ordered from  : IN TER N A TIO N A L COOPERATIVE 
ALLIA N CE, 11, Upper Grosvenor Street London W .l 
WIX 9PA. Price per copy: £0-10-0 (ten shillings).

COOP EDUCATION CONFERENCE REPORT

The ICA Regional Centre has published recently the 
report of the International Conference on Cooperative 
Education held in New Delhi in February 1969. The 
Conference was organised by the ICA in collaboration 
with the U N ESCO  and the N ational Cooperative Union 
o f India.

The publication consists of the report o f the Confer
ence and the summaries of the statements made by the 
participating countries and institutions at the Con
ference.

This was the first conference of its kind ever held 
under the auspices of the ICA which discussed matters 
concerning training of cooperators from developing 
countries in advanced countries.

The publication is priced at Rs. 7.50 and is available 
from the ICA  Publications Departm ent, New Delhi.

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

(A 2-volume, loose-leaf edition— published in English) 
The International Cooperative Alliance is now taking 
subscriptions for the loose-leaf reference work Inter
national Cooperation.

In ternational C ooperation will include accounts of 
the w orld's cooperative movements in all cooperative 
fields. ICA members have been asked to collaborate 
to ensure that this reference work is as comprehensive 
as possible. The object of International Cooperation 
is to give inform ation about the development of 
different kinds of cooperatives in all countries, especi
ally between 1957, the date of the last edition of 
“ International C ooperation” , and 1965-66. I t  will cover 
consumer, agricultural, insurance, housing, banking, 
workers’ productive and artisanal, credit and thrift 
as well as Supra-national cooperatives.

On subscribing to International C ooperation 
(cost £ 5.5s.Od or Indian Rs. 95) the reader will 
receive two binders, indexed: Vol. II, A-I, Vol. II, J-Z, 
together with the reports of countries so far completed 
and already punched for alphabetical insertion in the 
binders. Reports provided will be those available at 
the time of the commencement of the subscription and 
further additions and revisions will be sent to  all sub
scribers within a three-years period from the date of the 
subscription.

Each subscriber should, within this period of time, 
receive a section on each of the countries in which there 
are ICA  affiliates.

International C ooperation will be an indispensable 
reference book to all cooperative organisations, 
including their colleges and libraries, as well as to 
Cooperative Registrars and business organisations 
dealing with cooperatives.

Subscriptions should be directed to  the Publications 
Department, International Cooperative Alliance, 11 
U pper G rosvenor Street, London W .l. W IX 9PA, 
England.

INTRODUCTION TO COOPERATIVE .MOVEMENT

The M alaysian Cooperative Printing Press Society 
Limited, Petaling Jaya, Malaysia, has recently 
published a book “ Introduction to  the Cooperative 
M ovement.” The book, which is claimed to be the first 
of its kind to be published in Malaysia, covers besides 
other aspects, the history of cooperative movement, co
operative principles, Cooperative M ovement in  M alaysia, 
Role of the International Cooperative Alliance, relation
ship between the cooperatives and government and co
operative member education and training.
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Registered w ith the Registrar of Newspapers o f India, R .N .

The author, M r N. A. Kularajah, a m ember for 
Malaysia on the ICA Advisory Council for South-East 
Asia, and the President o f the Cooperative U nion of 
Malaysia, has experience of more than 28 years in the 
cooperative field. M r Kularajah is also the General 
M anager of the M alaysian Cooperative Insurance Society 
and the M anaging Director of the newly established 
Cooperative Central Bank Limited, Malaysia.

Orders for this publication can be placed with the 
Malaysian Cooperative Printing Press Society Limited, 
120 Jalan Semangat, Petaling Jaya, Malaysia. Price 
per copy: H ard cover Malaysian $6.00, A rt Board 
Malaysian $3.50.

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING FOR 
COOPERATORS

A book entitled “Agricultural M arketing for Co- 
operators” written by Professor K. F. Svardstrom , was 
formally released by the author at a  simple ceremony 
held a t the office of the ICA  Regional Centre in New 
Delhi on February 3, 1969. Professor SvSrdstrom 
presented copies o f his book to  M r B. Venkatappiah, 
Chairm an, ICA Advisory Council; Professor G unnar 
Heckscher, Swedish A m bassador in India, and M r P. E. 
W eeraman, IC A  Regional Officer for South-East Asia.

This book, the author explained, is m eant for the

12802/66

Professor K. F. Svardstrom (centre) seen here presenting his 
book to Mr B. Venkatappiah while Professor Gunnar Heckscher, 

Swedish Ambassador in India (extreme left) looks on.

The book is issued through the Allied Publishers 
Private Limited and is priced at Rs. 20 per copy and 
can be ordered directly from the publishers.
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INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE ALLIANCE

information bulletin
No. 24 JUNE 1969

47TH INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE DAY
DECLARATION OF THE ICA

T H E  IN TER N A TIO N A L C O O PER A 
TIV E ALLIANCE, addressing its Affiliated 
Organisations, comprising 230.5 million 
members in 60 countries, on the occasion 
of the 47th IN TER N A TIO N A L CO 
O PERA TIV E D A Y :

* W ELCOM ES the order issued by the 
President of the U.S.A. to halt the bombing 
of North V ietnam  in order to facilitate 
intensive peace talks with Hanoi;

* DECLARES again its belief tha t the 
most urgent problem of today is the esta
blishment and maintenance of lasting peace 
and security and the promotion of harmony 
between races and peoples throughout the 
world, to which Cooperation has a unique 
contribution to make; and

* U RGES all cooperative forms of organi
sation to m aintain the closest contacts with 
their members and to accomplish speedily 
within the national cooperative movements 
such urgent structural reforms as may be 
necessary to attain the highest operational 
efficiency for the benefit of consumers and 
producers alike, in order to meet effectively 
the competition from profit-making interests 
and monopolies;

* ASKS organisations, especially of agri
cultural cooperatives, to adjust to the rapid

changes occurring in other industries and in 
agriculture itself, so as to improve their 
competitive abilities and strengthen their 
true cooperative character;

* RECOGNISES that in m arketing 
and processing of agricultural produce 
there is still an area which allows 
agricultural and consumer cooperative 
organisations enough room to reduce the 
cost of handling their produce and improve 
their quality for the benefit of both pro
ducers and consumers;

* AFFIRM S again the unique value of 
Cooperation as a group of people who unite 
with equal rights and equal duties for their 
common economic and social advantage 
presenting an ideal for humanity;

* ACCLAIM S its full agreement with the 
aims of the United Nations and its Agencies 
and welcomes a Resolution now adopted by 
the General Assembly of the U.N. at its 
23rd Session, in which, recognising the im
portant role of the cooperative movement 
in the development of various fields of pro
duction and distribution, the General Assem
bly invites M ember-States to provide in
creasing help to developing countries and 
requests the U.N. Specialised Agencies to
gether with the International Cooperative 
Alliance to render increased assistance



within their possibilities in the realisation 
of the objectives of the Resolution; and

* REJO IC ES in the 50th Anniversary of 
the founding of the International Labour 
Organisation in 1919 and the work of the 
IL O ’s cooperative service, aiming at an im
provement in workers’ conditions throughout 
the world by adopting Cooperation as an 
instrum ent of social progress.

SUMMARY OF ICA STATISTICS

The International Cooperative Alliance now includes affiliated organisations in 
60 countries with 611,523 societies and 230,547,925 memberships.

Type of Society Num ber of Societies Number of Memberships

Consumer 56,209 111,896,273
Agricultural 156,858 36,951,430
Fishery 8,652 1,481,154
Productive and Artisanal 52,414 3,974,245
Building and Housing 31,980 5,466,106
Credit 296,138 64,641,660
Miscellaneous 9,272 6,137,057

611,523 230,547,925

Total Annual Turnover of trade 39,445 Million -£ Sterling

38 Cooperative Banks in 20 countries have share capital
and reserves amounting to : 215 Million £  Sterling

59 Cooperative Insurance Societies in 20 countries h a v e :
Premium income for year amounting to : 579 Million £  Sterling

Claims paid in year amounting to : 294 Million £  Sterling

M embership : Europe 120,915,070
Africa 1,819,578
Oceania 995,136
America 33,694,237
Asia 73,123,904

W orld M embership of ICA : 230,547,925

I C A  I N F O R M A T I O N  B U L L E T I N
(Quarterly)

Issue No. 24 June 1969

EDITO R : H. P. Lionel Gunawardana
Published by Daman Prakash, on behalf of the 
International Cooperative A lliance, Regional Office 
& Education Centre for South-East A s ia , Post Box 

No. 3021, 43 Friends’ Colony, New Delhi-14.

2



A PRACTICAL VISION

Nothing probably has contributed more 
to the shrinking of our world at the end of 
the 60s than m an’s ability to get to the 
moon, and on earth the vast development 
of the apparatus of mass media communi
cations. From a mere 10,000 television sets 
in the world in 1950, they num ber now 
more than 150,000,000 and over the same 
period radio receiving sets have risen from 
182,000,000 to 500,000,000 and newspapers 
by 50%.

Staggering as these figures are, it is 
clear that communication between m an and 
man has not developed to a similar extent. 
The relevance and application of the Co- 
oprative idea in an environment which is 
characterised by rapid social and economic 
changes must be put across to members of 
cooperative societies with clarity and skill. 
The highly competitive climate of modern 
economy, be it the distributive sector or the 
agricultural sector, has brought about redical 
changes in the cooperative structure, which 
are aimed to increase the economic effi
ciency of cooperative organisations. During 
the past several years, therefore, the Alliance 
has given careful attention to studying the 
nature and effects of structural changes. 
Members of cooperatives throughout the 
world have often found it difficult to com
prehend tha t more and more decision
making is being entrusted to a corps of 
experenced and professional elite resulting, 
in the absence of countervailing arrange
ments, in a certain surrender of members 
rights especially in their power to give direc
tion to their society. This, understandably, 
is seen by them as an emasculation o f ' de
mocracy. The forthcoming 24th Congress 
of the Alliance to be held in Ham burg, 
Federal Republic of Germany, from 1st- 
4th September, 1969, will, therefore, give 
consideration to this very topical problem 
under the title “ Contemporary Cooperative 
Democracy” . The selected theme can be 
seen as stemming logically from the subject 
of structural changes which was discussed in 
1966 at the Congress in Vienna.

O ur relations with the United Nations 
and its Specialised Agencies have continued

to grow in a spirit of m utual collaboration. 
This year, in its 47th Cooperative Day 
Message, the ICA especially rejoices in its 
ever-closer work with the United Nations 
and its Agencies and congratulates espe
cially the International Labour O rganisa
tion, which was founded in 1919 and is now 
celebrating its 50th Anniversary this year, 
on its cooperative work throughout the 
world. Through its Cooperative, R ural 
and Related Institutions Branch, the IL O  
has dedicated itself to assisting cooperatives 
in all countries and thanks are due to it for 
its untiring labour.

Another milestone in the onward march 
of the Cooperative Movement is the recog
nition accorded to it as expressed by the 
Resolution adopted by the General Assem
bly of the U nited Nations, entitled “ The 
Role of the Cooperative Movement in Eco
nomic and Social Development” , by which 
the General Assembly;

“Taking into Consideration the necessity of 
mobilising all means aimed at the economic 
and social development of individual count
ries, and, in particular, developing count
ries,

Recognising the im portant role of the 
Cooperative Movement in the development 
of various fields of production and distribu
tion, including agriculture, animal husban- 
dary, fisheries, manufacturing, housing, 
credit institutions, education and health 
services,

Recognising tha t the promotion of the 
Cooperative Movement in accordance with 
local needs could contribute to the imple
m entation of the goals of the Second U nited 
Nations Development Decade,

Recognising also that a lack of skilled 
and experienced personnel is at present one 
of the most im portant obstacles to the deve
lopment of the Cooperative Movement in 
developing countries.

1. Requests the Economic and Social 
Council to consider, in connection with the
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preparations for the Second United Nations 
Development Decade, the question of the 
role of the Cooperative Movement in econo
mic and social development;

2. Invites M ember-States tha t have tra 
ditions and experience in tha t regard to 
provide increasing help, including staff 
teaching, to developing countries which re
quest it in the field of Cooperative Move
ment;

3. Requests the International Labour 
Organisation, other Specialised Agencies 
concerned and the International Coopera
tive Alliance to render increased assistance 
within their possibilities in the realisation of 
the objectives of the present Resolution.”

A significant aspect of our ever-increa
sing involvement in the work of the United 
Nations Agencies is the study which the 
ILO  has contracted with the Alliance and 
which will assess the Role of Cooperatives 
in the Industrialisation of Developing Co
untries. This study, we hope, is a forerun
ner o f other studies in which the ICA would 
like to support the work of the United 
Nations by providing its technical compe
tence.

In  the field of agricultural cooperation, 
the ICA has been active in the preparation 
of a Study with FAO on Cooperative Proce
ssing of A gricultural Produce and its contri
bution to agricultural development. W ithin 

’ the scope of the FA O /ILO /IC A /IFA P Liai
son Committee, the ICA has been commis
sioned to undertake a Study on G uarantee 
Funds to Promote International Financing 
of Cooperative Enterprise. The Agricultu
ral Committee is organising, in cooperation 
with all members of the ICA, a Confe
rence on International Cooperative T rade 
in Animal Feeding Stuffs.

In  spite o f the mass media expansion,

most Cooperators still have to rely on the 
printed word and it is indeed with some 
pride that we are now publishing a Spanish 
edition of the Review of International Coope
ration, which is printed and circulated from 
Buenos Aires. Support for this venture, and 
also for the Review in English, French and 
German, is commended to all Cooperators 
who might find this publication a window 
on to the cooperative world.

In 1970, the 75th Anniversary o f the 
founding of the ICA in 1895 will 
be celebrated, especially by a comm
emorative book: “The I. C. A. 1895— 
1970”: by one of the IC A ’s former Directors, 
Mr. W. P. Watkins. Published in English, 
French and German, this book will prove 
a very valuable document of the history, 
not only of the ICA, but of Cooperation 
generally. The publication date is August 
1970.

From this -very short account of the 
progress, activities and thought em anating 
from the ICA, it is clear that the cooperative 
idea has been striking out into new direc
tions and its role in social and economic 
development is being increasingly accepted 
by the governments and people alike. If  
we are to succeed, we must remain faithful 
to the traditions of the Movement, which 
are designed prim arily to counteract all 
narrow self-interest and injustices of the un
controlled m arket system.

In his Asian Drama, G unnar M yrdal 
writes thus : “ Cooperativeness is not limited 
but re-directing egoistic striving in a socially 
beneficient channel and means accep
tance of responsibility for the welfare of 
the community.” It is in tha t spirit tha t 
the ICA summons all Cooperators to broaden 
their vision and to enlarge their conception 
of the Cooperative idea to the benefit of 
themselves, their neighbours and, in fact, to 
whole of the hum an race. JH O
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National Seminar on Consumer Cooperation in Iran
T eheran. M ay 1969

The ICA  Regional Office and Education 
Centre for South-East Asia assisted the 
Central Cooperative Organisation o f Iran 
and the Sepah Consumers Cooperative in 
conducting a national seminar on Consumer 
Cooperation in Iran. The seminar was the 
first educational activity that was supported 
by the ICA  in Iran. It was held at the 
Institute o f Cooperative Education and 
Research of the University ofT eheran , from 
M ay 18 to 29. 1969. 40 participants of
consumer cooperative organisations in Iran  
attended the seminar on the invitation of 
the Central Cooperative Organisation of 
Iran . The participants were persons con
nected with the consumer cooperative 
societies in Iran  such as managing directors 
and general managers.

M r R agnar Arvidsson is seen here addressing the Sem inar.

The ICA  Education Centre contributed 
to the national seminar by way of providing:
(i) three officers to work as resource persons,
(ii) working and background papers on 
various subjects connected with consumer 
cooperation; and (iii) assistance in arranging 
the program m e of the seminar.

The Prime Minister of Iran  sent a 
message wishing the seminar all success.

The subjects covered by the seminar 
included personnel management and 
training; super market organisation; shop 
planning; techniques of stock-taking and 
stock control; parliam entary structure in 
consumer cooperative societies; size and 
structure of consumer cooperatives; organi
sation, activities and objectives o f a national 
consumer cooperative federation; techniques 
of effective salesmanship; consumer infor
mation and consumer protection; etc.

The Seminar was led by M r R agnar 
Arvidsson, Jo in t Director (Administration 
and Finance), who was assisted by Dr D. 
Vir, Jo in t Director and M r Daman Prakash, 
Publications Assistant, all of the Regional 
Office and Education Centre of the ICA.

Mr. Y. Shahbazi, Assistant Prime 
Minister and H ead of the Central Coope
rative Organisation and his colleagues took 
a keen interest in the organisation of the 
national seminar and assisted the ICA team 
in m any ways. The discussions at the 
various sessions were very fruitful.

The draft report of the seminar, which 
was prepared in Persian, is being translated 
into English by the Central Cooperative 
Organisation and it is hoped tha t copies 
will soon be available for distribution.

ICA Participates in ECAFE 
Working Party

Mr. P. E. W eeraman, ICA Regional 
Officer for South-East Asia, represented the 
International Cooperative Alliance as an 
Observer in the UN/ECAFE Working Party 
on Small Scale Industries held in Bangkok 
from 16th to 22nd June, 1969.
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Cooperators from France Visit the Regional Office

A delegation led by 
M r. Pierre Lacour,
Chairman o f the ICA 
Fisheries Sub-Com
mittee and the Presi
dent of the Caisse 
Centrale de Credit 
Cooperatif, France, 
visited the ICA  Regi
onal Office in New 
Delhi in the first 
week of M ay. The 
other members of the 
delegation were Mr.
J . Basurco, Vice 
President of the 
M aritim e Coopera
tive Society “ Itsaso- 
koa” , South West of
France, and Mx. The French Delegation Leader, M r Lacour, is seen here being received by M r Weeraman.
J . Lim antour, Presi
dent of the Confederation o f M aritim e cooperative credit, especially in the context
M utual Credit Organistion of France. of the proposed World Conference on

“ Cooperative Thrift and Credit” scheduled 
The delegation discussed with Mr. P. E. to be held in Paris next year.

W eeraman, ICA Regional Officer for South
East Asia, and his colleagues m atters The delegation also visited various other
relating to the development of cooperative places of interest in the Region and held
fisheries in the Region of South-East Asia, discussions with cooperative leaders in the
They also discussed questions concerning various countries.

I C A  J O U R N A L S

REV IEW  O F IN TER N A TIO N A L C O O PER A TIO N , Bi-monthly. US $  3.00 or Indian 
Rs. 22.50.

CONSU M ERS AFFAIRS BU LLETIN , Bi-monthly. US $  2.40 or Indian Rs. 18.00.

' C O O PER A TIV E NEWS SERVICE, monthly. US $  1.80 or Indian Rs. 13.50.

A G R IC U LTU R A L C O O PER A TIV E BU LLETIN , monthly. US $  1.80 or Indian 
Rs. 13.50.

Enquiries and subscriptions may be addressed to the Publications D epartm ent, In terna
tional Cooperative Alliance, Post Box 3021, New Delhi, India.
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ICA Regional Centre Mourns Death of Dr Zakir Husain

At a special meeting 
of the members of 
the staff of the ICA 
Regional Office and 
Education Centre for 
South-East Asia, pre
sided over by M r 
P. E. W eeraman,
Regional Officer, a 
resolution o f condo- 
lencc was passed 
conveying their de
epest sympathies to 
the Government and 
the people of India, 
as well as to the 
bereaved family.

Dr. Zakir Husain 
strongly supported the
Cooperative Movement as was very much national Conference on Cooperative Edu-
in evidence when he received at the Rashtra- cation held in New Delhi in February
pati Bhavan the delegates to the In ter- 1968.

I C A  P U B L I C A T I O N S

A G R IC U LTU R A L C O O PER TIV E C R E D IT  IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA : Indian Rs. 20 
or US $  3.00. Postage and packing inclusive.

R O LE O F C O O PER A TIO N  IN  SOCIAL & EC O N O M IC  D EV ELO PM EN T : Indian 
Rs. 10 or US $  1.35. Postage and packing inclusive.

ED U C A TIO N  & V O LU N TA R Y  M O V EM EN TS : Indian Rs. 6.50 or US Cent 90. 
Postage and packing extra.

TR A D IN G  O F C O O PER A TIV E S—SO U TH -EA ST ASIA : Three Volumes Indian 
Rs. 57 or US $  8.00. Postage and packing inclusive.

TRA D E D IR EC TO R Y  FO R  SO U TH -EA ST ASIA. 3rd Edition and Supplement to the 
3rd Edition, 1968 ; Indian Rs. 15.00 or US $  2.00. Postage and packing inclusive.

EC O N O M ICS OF CO N SU M ER COOPERA TIV ES. Indian Rs. 3.00 or US Cents 40. 
Postage and packing inclusive. Special discount available on bulk orders.

Please place your orders with the Publications Departm ent, International Cooperative 
Alliance, 43 Friends Colony, Post Box 3021, New D elhi-14. India.
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REGIONAL NEWS ROUNDUP
I N D I A

C O NSUM ER ADVISORY COM M ITTEE  
M EETS

A meeting of the Central Advisory 
Committee on Consumers Cooperatives set 
up by the Government of India was held 
in M ay 1969. M r Jagjivan Ram, 
M inister o f Food, Agriculture, Community 
Development and Cooperation, Government 
of India, who presided over the meeting, 
said tha t the consumer cooperatives should 
improve their organisational efficiency so 
that they may be able to effectively compete 
with private trade. The M inister referred 
to the uneven success o f new cooperative 
super markets and expressed the view that 
merely copying the pattern of such enter
prises in foreign countries was partially 
responsible for the losses o f some institutions. 
I t was suggested that dorm ant consumer 
cooperatives should be wound up, while the 
economically viable societies should be 
further strengthened and developed.

IN D IA ’S FIRST CO O P HOSPITAL

The Prime Minister of India, Mrs Indira 
Gandhij inaugurated Ind ia’s first coopera
tive hospital at Bombay in May.

The cooperative consists of about 3,100 
shareholders ineluding 200 doctors, who 
contributed collectively about Rs. 6 lakhs. 
The Government of M aharashtra purchased 
5,000 shares worth Rs. 5 lakhs and the 
M aharashtra State Cooperative Bank gave 
Rs. 14 lakhs by way of grant. The entire 
project will cost Rs. 28 lakhs.

The four storeyed modern “Shusbrusha 
Citizens’ Cooperative Hospital” building has 
120 beds, an X -R ay and Pathology depart
ment, a panel of 21 medical consultants and 
a big laundry in the basement.

URBAN CREDIT CONFERENCE

An All India  Conference on U rban 
Credit Cooperatives was organised at Poona 
by the N ational Cooperative Union of India 
from 23rd to 25th April 1969. In addition to

200 delegates representing urban credit coop
eratives in India, representatives from 
CUNA International, the Cooperative 
League of the USA, International Coopera
tive Alliance, Railways and P & T  D epart
ment and the Government o f India attended 
the Conference.

M r Shiro Futagam i is seen here  second from right.

The Conference considered problems 
relating to organisation and planning, 
financial resources, loaning and investment 
policies o f urban cooperative banks, prob
lems arising out o f banking regulations act, 
special problems of salary earners’ coopera
tives and problems relating to personnel 
management, staff training and member 
education.

M r Shiro Futagam i, Deputy Director, 
ICA Education Centre participated in the 
Conference on behalf of the International 
Cooperative Alliance.

STUDY CIRCLE LEADERS CAMP

As a follow-up to the ICA Fellowship 
Programme 1966-67, a Study Circle Leaders 
Cam p was held at the Cooperative Training 
Centre, Poona, from 11th to 15th Ju n e ,-1969. 
The plan for this camp was conceived by 
M r Y. D. Deshpande, Assistant Chief Exe
cutive Officer, during 1966-67 when he 
was working as an ICA Fellow. The M aha
rashtra State Cooperative Union deserves 
congratulations for organising this Camp 
for Poona distrist on a pilot basis.

Dr D. V ir from the ICA Regional Office 
and Education Center participated in the
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training programme for two days and intro
duced to the participants educational im
portance of the study circle method. On 
12th June, the Cam p was visited by M r 
M. A. Quereshi, Additional Secretary, and 
M r B. K. Sinha, Director (Cooperative 
Training) in the Ministry of Food, Agricul
ture, Community Development and Co
operation, Government of India. M r Sinha 
is also the M ember-Secretary of the Com
mittee for Cooperative Training of the 
N ational Cooperative Union of India.

On 13th June, a meeting of the Princi
pals of Cooperative Training Centres in 
W estern M aharashtra was also held at 
Poona. T he importance o f study circle 
method as a tool of cooperative education 
was discussed under guidance of D r Vir.

I R A N

NATIO NAL COOPERATIVE DAY

The Central Cooperative Organisation 
and several other organisations including 
the University of Teheran celebrated the 
Iranian National Cooperative Day on 
Saturday, M ay 17, 1969, by organising a 
special programme at the Institute of Coop
erative Education and Research, University 
o f Teheran, Teheran. The Central Coop

erative Organisation invited Professor 
George Davidovic, Visiting Professor of 
Economics, Sir George Williams University, 
Canada, to deliver a special talk on the 
occasion.

It was on the 13th of M ay 1965, that 
His Im perial M ajesty the Shahanshah Arya 
M ehr of Iran  issued a Firman in which His 
Im perial M ajesty requested the Prime 
Minister to ensure that the Cooperative 
M ovement makes rapid progress in the 
country and celebrate the year (1967-68) 
as Cooperative Year. It may be noted here 
that Iran  is the only country in the world 
which declared any particular year as 
Cooperative Year.

P A K I S T A N

COOP M O V EM EN T IN EAST PAK ISTAN

The East Pakistan Government has set 
up a nine-member committee to examine 
the Cooperative Movement in the province 
and to recommend measures for its improve
ment. The Committee will go into existing 
legislation, the system of utilisation of 
credit advanced to cooperative societies, 
farmers and workers and the marketing and 
credit structure. The Committee will sub
mit its report to the Government by the 
10th of Ju ly  1969.

* I f  your address is charged, please return 
the envelope in which the IN F O R M A T IO N  
B U L L E T IN  is sent with necessary alter
ations, to ensure that you receive the IN 
F O R M A T IO N  B U L L E T IN  regularly.

* The New Post Box number o f the ICA, 
New Delhi is 3021. Please note. — Editor
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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE & COOP TRADE
FRENCH EX PER TS EXAM INE CEYLON  
PROJECT

Two Experts, M r Basurco and M r 
H ubert De Canson of France, recently 
visited Ceylon with a view to prepring a 
prelim inary report on the proposal for 
the establishment o f a fish canning plant in 
tha t country. The Cooperative Federation 
of Ceylon had earlier submitted the project 
to the ICA for technical assistance, and the 
services of the Experts were later obtained 
through the ICA H eadquarters in London.

INDIAN H O M E M INISTER LAYS FO U N D A 
TIO N  STO NE OF BHOR CO O P DAIRY

The foundation stone of the Bhor Co
operative Dairy Project, undertaken by the 
M aharashtra State Cooperative Milk 
Federation, was laid by the H on’ble M r 
Y. B. Chavan, Minister for Home Affairs, 
Government of India, on June  1, 1969, at 
a function presided over by M r Desai, 
M aharash tra’s Minister for Revenue. The 
International Cooperative Alliance, which 
helped in bringing together the donor and

the receiver, was represented by M r M.V. 
M adane, Jo in t Director (Technical Assis
tance and Trade) at the function. Mr. 
M adane conveyed to the audience the

greetings of the ICA as well as of the West 
German Consumers Cooperative Congress 
which is assisting the Milk Federation in 
this regard with equipment worth over one 
million rupees (1 U S $  =  Rs. 7.50 and techni
cal guidance in the erection of the dairy.

The construction of the building for the 
dairy is progressing at a rapid pace and it 
is expected that the machinery and equipm ent 
from Germany will arrive in India by the 
end of September this year. The dairy is 
expected to go into production early next 
year.

M ADANE ATTEN D S ASIAN CREDIT U N IO N  
CONFERENCE

An Asian Credit Union Training Con
ference held in Cagayan de Oro City in the 
Philippines was recently attended by M r 
M. V. M adane, Jo in t Director (Technical 
Assistance and Trade) as an observer. The 
Conference was jointly sponsored by the 
CUNA International Inc., the Philippine 
Cooperative Credit Union League, the 
Cooperative Administration Office in 
M anila, the Philippines Central Cooperative 
Education Board and the Asia Foundation. 
Local hospitality and facilities were provided 
by the Southern Philippines Educational

M r M . V. M adane is seen here th ird  from left.

Cooperative Centre and its affiliated credit 
unions. More than 100 delegates and 
observes from all over Asia coming mainly 
from the credit union movements partici
pated in the discussions which centred round 
the role of various educational institutions, 
churches, labour organisations and govern
ments in the growth of credit unions. A
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proposal to organise an Asian Credit Union 
Confederation was also discussed and a 
committee for making necessary arrange
ments for organising the Confederation was 
appointed.

JD  (TAT) VISITS JAPAN & KOREA

M r M. V. M adane, Jo in t Director 
(Technical Assistance and T rade), while 
returning from the Philippines, visited the 
Republic of Korea to collect additional 
data concerning the Consolidated Fruit 
Processing Plant. M r M adane also visited 
Jap an  for discussing participation of the 
Japanese cooperative trading organisations 
in the forthcoming 2nd Asian In ternatianal 
T rade Fair to be held in Teheran, and for 
exploring possibilities of securing some space 
for the ICA in the world exhibition EX PO  
’70 to be held in Osaka next year.

ICA STALL AT TH E 2ND ASIAN IN T E R 
NATIONAL TRADE FAIR

For the first time in its history, the ICA 
has decided to participate in a trade fair to 
get a collective representation for coope
rative trading organisations of the Region. 
The Second Asian International T rade 
Fair, jointly sponsored by the U N /ECA FE 
and the Government of Iran, will be held 
in Teheran between October 5 and 24, 1969, 
and a stall has already been allotted to the 
ICA in the International Pavillion. Co
operative trading organisations in Australia, 
India, Iran , Jap an , the Republic o f K orea, 
Pakistan and the Philippines have agreed 
to participate in the Fair and send exhibition 
m aterial and samples. Inform ation m aterial 
from some Auxiliaries of the ICA is also 
expected to be displayed at the ICA 
Stall.

O U R  V I S I T O R S

M r Gloaguen, President, Director- 
General, de P ’Armement Cooperatif 
Artisanel Finisterien; M r H ubert De 
Canson, Director du Service de Peches 
M aritimes Caisse Centrale de Credit Co
operatif; M r Henaff, Director Adjoint, de 
P ’Armement Cooperatif Artisanel Finis
terien, France; M r M ohamm ed Karim

Shalizi, Director of Cooperative Section, 
R ural Development D epartm ent, K abul, 
Afghanistan; M r Bewketu M akonnen, 
M inistry of Community Development, 
Addis Ababa; M r Nuri R ahum a, Libya; 
M r Frank B. McEwen, Sierra Leone; M r 
M ohamed M okhtar, Sudan; M r John  B. 
Momanyi, Kenya.
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COOPERATIVE PUBLICATIONS

C A LE N D A R  O F  T E C H . A SSISTA N CE 1969

One of the most useful and successful 
documents produced by the International 
Cooperative Alliance in recent years has 
been : T he C alendar o f  T ech n ica l A ss is 
tan ce fo r  C oop eratives in  D ev elo p in g  
C ou n tries published annually since 1966 
and listing various seminars, training courses, 
education schemes as well as other technical 
assistance projects with a cooperative content 
planned for the forthcoming year by various 
national and international organisations for 
the benefit of cooperative movement in the 
developing countries ( assignment o f experts, 
consultants, advisers; prom otional and deve
lopment schemes, m aterial aid, grants, loans, 
missions, audits, surveys, legislation services, 
organisational assistance, research schemes, 
jo in t projects etc.)

The 1969 C alendar is now available and 
can be ordered from : IN T ER N A T IO N A L 
C O O PER A TIV E ALLIANCE, 11, U pper 
Grosvenor Street London, W. 1 W IX  9PA. 
Price per copy: £0-10-0 (ten shillings).

M A N U A L F O R  STU D Y  C IR C L E  LEA D ER S

T he publication “ M anual for Study 
Circle Leaders” first published by the ICA 
Regional Centre in 1965, has recently been 
revised by the author, D r D harm  V ir, Jo in t 
Director, and published in Jan u a ry  1969. 
The publication has already been widely 
distributed in the Region o f South-East

Asia, and m any cooperative movements 
have translated it into their local languages.

Price per copy : Indian Rs. 5/- (US 
Cents 75), postage and packing extra.

C O O P E R A T IV E  E D U C A T IO N  R E P O R T

The Regional Centre organised in Feb
ruary  1968 an International Conference on 
Cooperative Education with the collabora
tion o f U N ESCO  and the N ational Coope
rative Union of India.

The report is now available w ith the 
ICA, New Delhi.

Price per copy: Indian Rs. 7.50 or US 
$  1.00.

I t  is our desire to make this Inform ation 
Bulletin as informative as possible so far as 
cooperative news in the Region of Sputh- 
East Asia is concerned. I t  will therefore 
be greatly appreciated if  cooperative organi
sations and cooperative departm ents in the 
Region could forward to us regularly brief 
write-ups on the latest cooperative develop
ments in their respective countries. Please 
forward your communications to : The
Editor, IC A  Inform ation Bulletin, ICA 
Regional Centre for South-East Asia, 43 
Friends’ Colony, New D elhi-14.

PRINTED IN  IN D IA  AT THE NATIO NAL COOP. PR IN TIN G  PRESS, K IR T I NAGAR, NEW DELHI.
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“But m y  ou tlook  at p resen t is  n o t th e  ou tlook  o f  sp read in g  th is  C ooperative  
M ovem ent grad u a lly , p ro g ressiv e ly , a s  it  h a s  done. M y ou tlook  is  to  con vu lse  
India w ith  th e  C ooperative M ovem ent, or ra th er  w ith  C ooperation  : to  m ak e  
it, b road ly  sp eak in g , the b a sic  a c tiv ity  o f  India, in  every  v illa g e  a s  w e ll as  
elesew here; and  fin a lly , indeed , to  m a k e  th e coop erative  ap p roach  the com m on  
th in k in g  o f  I n d ia ...”

“ ...But in  d o in g  so, w e n a tu ra lly  w ou ld  greatly  w e lco m e  your help  and  
a ss is ta n ce  fro m  your great experien ce in  other co u n tr ies , w here th is  
coop erative p r in c ip le  h a s gone far  and is  w ork in g  effic ien tly  in  a b ig  way. 
We w ou ld  w e lco m e  th at help  and  a ss is ta n ce .”

Jaw aharla l Nehru at the ICA’s first Seminar in South-East Asia, marking the opening o f  the ICA 
Regional Office and Education Centre, at Nev/ Delhi, November 1960.



ICA IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA
J .  M . R an a*

P R O P O S A L S  lor es tablish ing Regional Offices 
of the IC A  in various parts o f  the  world w ere  inc luded  
in the  developm ent plan  adop ted  after the  Second 
W orld  W ar.  T h e  first to be realised was in South- 
East  Asia. After an  exploratory  tour  in  the  W inter  of 
1955-56 by Dr. G. K ele r  o f  S w eden ,  a conference 
was convened  at K u a la  L u m p e r  in J a n u a r y  1958 for 
th e  purpose  o f  consulting  the  o rganisa tions and  
g o v e rn m e n ts  of  the  Region. G u id ed  by the ir  views 
an d  its o w n  further  studies, the  A lliance dec ided  to 
locate its regional office in X ew  Delhi,  In d ia ,  w here  
work b e s a n  in November I960.
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In  N o v em b e r  1960, the: IC A  a n d  the  National 
C oopera tive  U nion  of  In d ia  organised a regional 
seminar on  Cooperative L eadersh ip  in South-East 
Asia at N ew  Delhi. T h e  seminar aroused  great 
interest a n d  was a t ten d e d  by delegates from ten 
Asian countries.  T h e  im portance  a t tac h ed  to the 
sem inar  not only by cooperative organisations but 
by the  A uthorities ,  was under l ined  by the  fact tha t  
it was in a ugu ra ted  by the  late P rim e M inister  of 
In d ia ,  M r.  J a w a h a r la l  N ehru .  T h e  sem inar  at 
N ew  D elh i  also m a rk e d  the  beg inning  o f  the  work 
of  the IC A  R egional Office a n d  E d uca t ion  C en tre  
for South-East Asia. Both have been  es tablished to 
ensure g rea ter  efficiency, coordina tion  a n d  con ti
nu ity  in the  efforts o f  ICA, an d  to prom ote  th e  g row th  
of strong vo luntary  Cooperative M o v e m en ts  in the 
countries  o f  S ou th -E as t  Asia, besides enab ling  these 
m ovem ents  to play a m ore im portan t  role in the 
counsels o f  the  Alliance,

T o  ensure  further  coordina tion  a n d  efficiency in 
their working, the  R egional Office a n d  E duca tion  
C entre  were m erged  into one body in the  a u tu m n  
of  1963.

R E G IO N A L  O FFIC E

'I 'he m a in  tasks o f  the  R egiona l Office are  to 
develop the  general activities o f  the  A lliance in the 
R egion , to ac t  as a link between  the  IC A  a n d  its 
affiliated nat ional  m ovem ents ,  to represent the  A llian
ce in its consulta tive relations with  the regional 
es tab lishm ent o f  the  U n ited  Nations an d  o the r  in te r 
national organisa tions, to p rom ote econom ic relations 
am ongst m em ber-m ovem en ts ,  inc lud ing  trad ing  
across nat ional  boundaries ,  to help  in the  supply of 
technical inform ation and  assistance, an d  to opera te  
an  E duca tion  C en tre  for the M ovem en ts  in the  
Region.

T h e  Reg iona l  Office and  Educa tion  C e n tre  now' 
operates for tw elve countries w hich  inc lude  I ran .  
Nepal. Pakis tan ,  In d ia ,  Ceylon, Thailand.  M alaysia ,  
Singapore, the  Philippines, Japan, the  R epub lic  o f  
K orea  and  A ustralia .  W e regard  the  invo lvem ent o f  
J a p a n  and  A ustra lia  in the  C e n tre ’s activities m ore  
from the point o f  view of contr ibu ting  to the supply 
of know ledge and  cooperative techniques ra ther  th a n  
receiv ing them .

*I)vecto>. f i  A Ethiuilion Cenhe, N ttv  Delhi.



EDUCATIO N CENTRE

T he bulk of the activities of the Regional Office 
and  Education C entre are in the field of education. 
In  pursuance o f the  long-term  objective of the 
Alliance to contribute to cooperative developm ent 
in South-East Asia, the  Education C entre organises 
experts’ conferences, seminars and workshops of 
different types, conducts research and brings ou t 
publications. From  1962, the Centre has been opera
ting a Fellowship Program m e and  from 1968, a T e a 
chers’ Exchange Program m e.

O b jectives

W hen the E ducation  Centre was established in 
1960 the objectives o f the E ducation C entre were 
defined as facilitating interchange of experiences, 
especially the transfer o f know ledge and cooperative 
business techaiques am ong the Cooperative M ove
m ents in the Region on the one hand as well as 
between the advanced  movem ents and the deve
loping m ovem ents in the Region on the other.

T he Education C entre has been operating as 
m entioned above for 12 countries. Also, the types 
of cooperatives represented in the Alliance a re  m any, 
such as agricultural cooperatives, consum er co
operatives, fishery cooperatives, housing coopera
tives and insurance cooperatives. In  view of these 
factors, the objectives of the C entre were m ore n a r
rowly defined as follows in 1966 so as to m ake its 
activities m ore effective for the purpose of contribu
ting to cooperative developm ent in the Region.

-  the C entre would concentrate on M em ber 
E ducation and  employees’ training and would 
develop increased collaboration with m em ber 
organisations an d  national cooperative colle
ges for the purpose.

-  increased em phasis will be given on agricul
tural and  consum er cooperative sectors w ith 
special a tten tion  to m anagem ent training.

-  there will be a greater emphasis on organising 
national sem inars in collaboration w ith m em 
ber m ovem ents, in  order to dissem inate the 
knowledge of m anagerial and  operational tech
niques within the framework of a com m on 
socio-economic m ilieu.

-  proper attention will continue to be given to 
other branches of cooperative activity.

N aturally , the activities of the C entre are  p lan
ned and  im plem ented so as to com plem ent and  sup

port the various activities carried out by the national 
m ovem ents themselves. Also constant attention is 
paid to so orient the activities of the C entre as to 
produce the m axim um  possible im pact w ithin the 
available resources.

T he main activities o f the C entre may be grouped 
in the  following categories :

-  organising educational activities.

-  undertaking research.

-  bringing out publications and  docum entation.

-  assisting m em ber-m ovem ents in their edu
cational work through field projects and  in 
d ividual assignm ents.

-  operating an up-to-date library and assisting the 
m em ber-m ovem ents in  prom oting their library 
and  docum entation  services.

E ducational A ctiv itie s

T he m ain types of educational programmes 
organised by the E ducation  C entre include :

a. Experts’ Conferences,

b. Regional Sem inars,

c. N ational Sem inars,

d. Fellowship Program m e, and

e. T eachers’ Exchange Programme.

O n an  average the C entre  organises one E xperts’ 
Conference, three or four regional seminars, two or 
three national sem inars, one Fellowship Program m e 
and one Teachers’ E xchange Program m e.

During the nine years o f its work, the Education Centre 
has organised 66 educational programmes o f various types 
which were attended by over 1700 participants from different 
countries. T he  subject-wise details of regional 
activities as well as country-wise and  subject-w ise 
details o f national sem inars are shown in T ab le  I 
and  T able I I  respectively.

T he various educational activities of the Centre 
m entioned above, are p lanned in  an  integrated 
fashion. For exam ple, the educational work initiated 
at the experts’ conference an d  regional seminars is 
followed up through national sem inars and  other 
follow-up program m es. T h e  Fellowship Program m e 
which is m ore skills-oriented, especially in  the field 
of m em ber education, is so designed as to train  the 
Fellows to contribute to these follow-up activities.
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Also the publications brought out as a result of the 
experts’ conferences and  regional sem inars are 
expected to lend support to the educational work 
carried out by the national and  provincial training 
centres w ith in  the Region.

Experts’ Conferences are organised a round  pertinent 
cooperative problems. Participants are directly 
invited by the C entre from people who have specia
lised knowledge in  the subject chosen for the con
ference an d  who have a detached perspective to 
subject the problem to a close analysis. These par
ticipants include university teachers, individual 
researchers and  leading people from the Coopertive 
M ovem ent. Papers contribu ted  by the participants 
and the results o f discussions have been sometimes 
published.

A couple of examples of the experts’ conferences 
m ay be cited. T he first experts’ conference on 
Cooperative Credit was organised in 1961, at Lahore, 
W est Pakistan, at the invitation of the Cooperative 
M ovem ent in  W est Pakistan, as the Cooperators 
there w anted to discuss with their counterparts in 
Ind ia  and Jap an  the structural and  other relevant 
questions concerning cooperative credit movem ent.

T he second experts’ conference on agricultural 
cooperative credit was held in 1963 in the Philip
pines on the subject o f “ Supervised A gricultural 
Cooperative C redit”  w ith a view  to facilitating inter
change o f experiences, as experiments on the subject 
were then being carried ou t in several countries in 
the Region. A publication entitled “ A gricultural 
Cooperative Credit in South-East A sia”  was a 
practical outcom e of this Conference.

Regional Seminars are organised by the Centre 
in collaboration with national m ovem ents in the 
country w here the sem inar is located. These 
sem inars cover subjects of vital cooperative interest 
and  are ro ta ted  around the countries of the  Region. 
Invitations to nom inate participants for regional 
sem inars are extended to the national unions and 
the governm ent departm ents o f cooperation.

Sem inars have been organised on subjects, such 
as Cooperatives in Agriculture : An Integrated Approach 
w hich dealt w ith the type of cooperative organisation 
needed a t the prim ary level, and  the regional 
sem inar on Retail Management in Consumer Cooperatives. 
These sem inars have been an im portant m eans of 
transm itting  new  concepts and techniques to the 
participants.

National Seminars are held at the request o f the 
National Cooperative M ovem ents in developing 
suitable program m es and  by providing resource 
persons and  docum entation to the national seminars.

Discussion group at a national seminar on Member Education in Korea.

T he national organisation invites participants and 
takes care of all practical arrangem ents an d  expen
ses, excepting those incurred for the IC A  resource 
personnel.

Fellowship Programme : In  order to enable selected 
Cooperators from the Region to  undertake advanced 
cooperative tra in ing , the Education Centre initiated 
in 1962, a Fellowship Programme. U nder this p ro
gram m e three Fellows, selected from different count
ries of the  Region, spend six m onths a t the C entre 
in New  Delhi. T h e  program m e offered is a balanced 
com bination of carefully supervised readings, field 
investigations and  report-w riting. T he Fellows also 
take an  active part in those educational program m es 
of the C entre w hich are of particu lar interest to 
them.

So far six Fellowship Program m es have been 
organised. Cooperators who participated in these 
program m es num bered 16. D uring the current 
year, the Fellowship Program m e will be on the 
subject of “ M em ber E ducation” . W e plan to deve
lop a field project on M em ber Education in the rural 
area near Delhi in which the Fellows will do p racti
cal work.

In  1968, an Evaluation Sem inar was organised 
to asses the various aspects of the  Fellowship Pro
gram m e including selection, the type o f program m e 
offered, duration etc. As a result o f this Evaluation 
Sem inar, the program m e has now been reduced to 
three m onths.

A Teachers' Exchange Programme was started by the 
C entre in 1968 for the national cooperative train ing
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T A B L E  I

E x p e r ts ’ C o n fe r e n c e s , R e g io n a l S e m in a r s , a n d  N a tio n a l S e m in a r s  O r g a n is e d
fr o m  J a n u a r y  1960 to  J u ly  1969

Sr‘ SUBJECT 
No. J

Experts’
No.

Conferences
Participants

Regional Seminars 
Nov Participants

National Seminars 
No. Participants

1. Cooperative E ducation 2 40 *10 238 11 332

2. Cooperative M anagem ent — — 2 51 4 235

3. A gricultural C ooperation 3 49 7 194 2 80

4. Consum er C ooperation — — 3 98 1 39

5. Policy-makers Conferences 2 57 2 101 —

6. Miscellaneous 1 19 5 109 4 97

Total 8 165 29 791 22 783

'*Seminars on Youth and Cooperation. II omen and Cooperation, Press and Publicity, Study Circles, Audio-Visual Aids a n  included in this group.

centres in the Region.  U n d e r  this p rogram m e, a 
teacher from one na t ional  cooperative college is 
a t tached ,  on  a S tu d y -c u m -T eac h in g  assignm ent,  to 
a T ra in ing  C en tre  in ano ther  country . T h re e  tea
chers took part in  the  p ro g ra m m e in 196!! a n d  three 
m ore teachers will be par t ic ipa ting  in the p rogram m e 
du r ing  the cu r ren t  year.

T w o  im por tan t  activities w h ich  were d irec ted  
to Policy-Markers a re  m en tio n e d  below  :

Ministers' (Conference. I n  the  Spring of 1964, the 
C en tre  organised  one  of its most im portan t  
regional conferences on “ T h e  Role of Cooperation  
in Social an d  Econom ic D eve lopm en t”  in Tokyo, 
J a p a n .  I ’he purpose o f  this top-level event was to 
prov ide  a fo rum  for discussion am ong  Ministers 
o f  Cooperation, Com m issioners ,  Presidents and  
Secretaries of N ational Cooperative Unions. Several 
leading W este rn  C ooperators  also participa ted .  
T h e  C onference m a d e  a n u m b e r  of  valuab le  
suggestions inc lud ing  the  idea of  ho ld ing  a Co
operative T ra d e  C onference  for South -E ast  Asian 
M ovem ents .

T h e  practical ou tcom e of  the  Conference was the 
T ra d e  Survey u n d e r ta k en  to w h ich  reference is 
m a d e  elsewhere in the paper,  an d  the  es tablishm ent 
of T echn ica l  Assistance inc lud ing  T ra d e  Section 
w ith in  the  Regional Office.

International Conference on Cooperative Education. 
In  F ebruary  1968, the  above Conference was held 
in Xew  D elhi .  D irec tors  of In te rna t iona l  Co

operative T ra in ing  Centres from C a n ad a ,  Czechoslo
vakia, D enm ark ,  Israel ,  U .K . ,  U .S A .,  U .S .S .R .,  and  
representatives of  F A O , I C F T U ,  I L O ,  U N E S C O  and  
A A R R O  which are  offering tra in ing  program m es to 
Cooperators from develop ing  countries were invited 
to this Conference. F ro m  the  m ovem ents  in the  
Region, representatives o f  m em ber-o rgan isa tions  
w h ich  usually  select par t ic ipan ts  for foreign tra in ing  
ab road ,  partic ipa ted .  T h e  Conference proved very 
useful in locating areas  o f  cooperative  tra in ing  req u ire 
m en ts  in S ou th -E ast  Asia, in  enabling  represen ta
tives of  the  In terna t ional  T ra in in g  Centres in getting 
a better apprec ia t ion  of  the  types of  courses they 
offer for m eeting the  t ra in ing  requ irem en ts  o f  the 
develop ing  m ovem ents  as well as o ther  connected  
questions such as selections an d  o r ien ta tion  of 
partic ipants ,  a n d  follow-up o f  trainees. T h e  IC A  
is following up  the  rec o m m en d a t io n s  of this Confer
ence with the various in te rna t iona l  tra in ing  cen tres  
in o rder  th a t  the  p ro g ra m m e s  offered will be  of 
grea ter  advan tage  to the  develop ing  movem ents.

R E S E A R C H  A N D  P U B L IC A T IO N S

R esearch  work carried  out by  the C entre  cou ld  
be  grouped into tw o  categories,  (i) Com pila tion  
o f  cooperative m a ter ia l  in o rd e r  to p rom ote  in te r 
change of  information; and  (ii) R esearch  work on 
field problem s.

T h e  C en tre  carries out research  on per t inen t 
cooperative questions. D ue  to personnel an d  finan
cial limitations, only l im ited  work cou ld  be  done  
in  this field. R esearch  activitieson the  following
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subjects  h av e  been  carried  out a n d  b rochures  issued 
as ind ica ted  below:

1. Research in Cooperation m India : .1 Review : 
T h is  is a com pila t ion  of  the  research  work 
u n d e r - tak e n  in d if fe ten t fields o f  coopera
tive activity in  Ind ia .

2. A b rochu re  entitled “ Cooperation and Small 
Industries in South-East A s ia ’ m a in ly  dea ling  
w'ith the  role of cooperatives in m o d e rn i
sation o f  small industries has been  b rough t 
out.

3. A s tudy  on “  Agricultural Cooperative Marketing 
in South-East A sia" . A  b r ie f  report in m im eo
g ra p h e d  form on this study has been 
p rep a re d .

4. “(Coordination o f the activities o f the (.ooperative 
Movements and the Women's Organisations in 
South-East Asia hr I)r. (M iss) Mahbooh Shah- 
zaman. Dr. S hahzam an ,  a Pakistani C oope
ra to r  was com m issioned  to s tudy  the  present 
position of  an d  ways in w hich  co o rd in a 
t ion  of  ac tivities could be b ro u g h t  abou t 
b e tw een  the  Coopera tive M o v e m en ts  and  
the  w o m en s’ organisa tions in South-East 
Asia. A report in m im eo g rap h e d  form 
has been issued. Following this report,  a 
lady assistant was appo in ted  in th e  C entre  
to puruse  this work.

5. Annotated Bibliography o f Literature produced by 
the ( -ooperative Movements in South-East Asia.

6. Directory o f Cooperative Organisations in South- 
East Asia.

7. Directory o f Cooperative Press in South-East 
Asia.

8. Cooperative Tradc Survey.

R e se a r c h  in  P r o g r e s s

A study o f  multi-purpose cooperatives in Ceylon was 
jo in tly  sponsored b y  th e  C entre  a n d  the Atio-Asian 
R u ra l  R econs t ruc tion  O rgan isa tion .  Prof. J a c e n  
T .  H sieh  of  N anyang  University  o f  S ingapore  was 
com m issioned  to under take  this  work. T h e  field 
study is com ple ted  an d  his report is aw aited ,

A Study o f  Personnel Management Policies and Prac
tices in Selected Department Stores .Super Bazars in 
I n d ia  lias b ee n  u n d e r ta k en  du r ing  the: year .

ICA INFORM ATIO N' li l . ' t . t  ETIN

P r o d u c tio n  o f  L ite r a tu r e

W ith  a view to d issem inating  m ateria l a c c u m u 
lated by the  C e n tre  th rough  its educat ional  and  
research activities, a n u m b e r  of publications have 
been b rough t out.  Some of  these publications have 
served as va luable  teach ing  material in the  Coope
rative t ra in ing  centres  a n d  m e m b er  educat ion  
p rogram m es.  A com plete  list o f  publicat ions b ro 
ugh t out so far appears  elsewhere in this bulletin. 
How ever ,  some o f  the im portan t publica t ions  are 
m en tioned  below:

1. Role  of  Cooperation  in Social an d  E conom ic 
D eve lopm ent.

2. Coopera tive L eadersh ip  in S ou th -E as t  Asia.

3. E d u ca t io n  a n d  V o lu n ta ry  M ovem en ts .

4. M a n u a l  for S tudy  Circle Leaders.

5. A gricu ltu ra l  Coopera tive  Credit in S outh-East 
Asia.

6. Econom ics  of  C onsum er  Cooperation.

7. F a rm in g  G u id an c e  in the  Coopera tive M o v e
m e n t  in J a p a n .

A couple of these  publications have been  t r a n s 
lated in a few local languages.

Fhe C e n tre  also brings out reports o f  the  d isc u s 
sions at each  sem inar. A sizeable a m o u n t  o f  m im eo 
graphed  li te ra tu re  has  also been bu ilt  u p  in the 
C entre  from papers c o n t r ib u ted  at various seminars. 
A list o f  a l l  this m ateria l is m a in ta ined  an d  is 
d is t r ib u ted  free of  cost in the  Region.

A s s is ta n c e  to  M e m b e r  M o v e m e n ts

T h e  m a in  form in w hich  assistance to m e m b er  
m ovem ents  in follow-up work is rendered  is th rough  
national seminars. Som e examples of  such  assistance 
are  given below.

In  1963, M r  Bertil M athsson , the  form er Director.  
E duca t ion  C entre ,  was appointed  as C o n su ltan t  to 
the  G o v ern m e n t  o f  In d ia  in the M inistry  o f  C o m m u 
nity D eve lopm ent an d  Cooperation , on the e d u c a 
tional p rog ram m es for consum er cooperatives in 
India.

At the  request o f  the  M inis try  of  C o m m u n ity  
D evelopm ent a n d  Cooperation, the  IC A  Regional 
Oilice a n d  E d u ca t io n  C entre  found th ree  experts 
to organise an d  r u n  the  C en tra l  Ins t i tu te  o f  M a n a 



T  A B  L E II

C o u n try  w is e  a n d  S u b je c tw ise  B r e a k -u p  « f  N a tio n a l S e m in a r s  h e ld  f r o m  1961 to  J u ly  1969

Sr. Total

No. C ountry Courses P artic i
pants

Coop.

No.

Education

Partici
pants

M anagem ent

No, Partic i
pants

Agr. Coopn.

No. Partici
pants

Cons. Coopn.

No. P artic i
pants

Miscellaneous

No. P artic i
pants

1. Ceylon 2 88 1 53 1 35 — — — — — —

2. India 8 186 6 151 — — — — — — 2 35

3. Iran 1 39 - — — — — — 1 39 — —

4, Malaysia 2 149 1 41 1 108 — — — — — —

5. Korea 1 34 1 34 ~ — — — — — — —

b. Nepal 1 60 — - — — 1 60 — — — —

7. Pakistan 3 87 2 53 — — — — — — 1 34

8. Philippines 3 78 — - 1 30 1 20 — — 1 28

9. Thailand 1 62 — — 1 62 — — — — — —

TOTAL 22 783 11 332 4 235 2 80 1 39 4 97

gem en t  for C onsum ers  Business in B om bay (now 
in Poona). T h e  experts worked with  the  C entra l 
In s t i tu te  from 1964-1966.

T h e  Co-D irec tor,  E d u c a t io n  C en tre  worked as 
an  a l te rna te  C h a irm an  o f  the C om m ittee  appoin ted  
by the National Coopera tive  U n io n  of  I n d ia  to 
review the  tra in ing  a r ran g e m en ts  for junior personnel 
a n d  m em ber  ed u c a t io n  p rogram m es for C onsum er 
Cooperatives. Since the  beginning ,  the D irec to r  o f  
the  Educa tion  C entre  has  been a m e m b er  of the 
Cooperative E d u ca t io n  C om m ittee  of  the  National 
Cooperative U nion  of  Ind ia .

T h e  follow-up work carried  o u t  by the m e m b e r  
m ovem ents  in the field of m e m b er  educat ion  is 
described  below.

I n d ia :  1. A pilot project on Study Circ le  for 
a few u rb an  consum er cooperatives 
in Delhi was conduc ted  by the 
C entre  in collaboration  with  the 
Delhi S tate Cooperative U n ion  an d  
the N a tiona l  Cooperative U n ion  of 
Ind ia .  An E va lua tion  R eport  was 
b ro u g h t  ou t ,  an d  was, circu la ted  
am o n g  m e m b e r  movements.

2. E n co u rag ed  by the  experiences of  
the  Delhi Project, the  N ational  Co
operative U n io n  o f  Ind ia  a n d  five

State U n ions  es tablished similar 
pilot projects on  S tudy  Circles. T h e  
C e n tre  assisted in t ra in ing  the  ed u 
cational personnel of these unions 
in the  techn iques  an d  skills needed  
in c o n d u c t in g  s tudy  circles.

3. A M a n u a l  for S tudy Circle leaders 
has been  a useful aid to th e  m em b er  
educat ion  projects in In d ia  and 
o ther  countries.

C ey lo n  : I t  has been  dec ided  to transfer m e m 
ber educa t ion  to the  C oopera tive  
F edera tion  of  Ceylon. T h e  Federa-  
tr ion  is now  streng then ing  the  D is t
rict Coopera tive  Unions.

M a la y sia :  A pilot project on  S tudy  Circles has 
been  s ta rted  in K e d a h  S tate  in 
M alaysia, by the D epa r tm en t  of  
Cooperative Development.

P a k is ta n :  S tudy  Circles have  been  in troduced  
in East Pakis tan .  Special n u m b e rs  
of  the  cooperative  jou rna ls  on m e m 
ber educa t ion  were b rough t ou t by 
the East Pakistan  Cooperative Union .

P h ilip p in e s  : A small pilot project with ab o u t  six 
studv circles was s ta rted  bv the
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C entral Coopera tive Exchange,; 
Philippines.

T h a ila n d  : A m odest pilot pro ject on S tudy
Circles was s ta rted  by the  C oopera
tive D epa rtm en t of the  M in is try  of 
National D eve lopm ent A paper 
p roduced  by one of  the  officers of 
the C en tre  was transla ted  in Thai 
language and  was used for this 
project.  T h e  T h a i  M ovem en t  has 
since carried  out an  assessment.

P e n d in g  r e q u e s ts

A request  has been received from the  C oopera
t ive L eague  of  Thailand to assist them  in assessing 
the ir  m e m b e r  educat ion  p ro g ram m e a n d  subse
q uen t ly  on  the  basis o f  this assessment,  to help in 
con d u c t in g  a tra in ing  p ro g ram m e for the T hai 
Instruc to rs .

T h e  C oopera tive  U n ion  of M alaysia  has  request
ed the  C e n tre  to provide an  Expert in p lann ing  and  
setting up their  m e m b er  educat ion  program m es.

t h e  C en tre  also received a reques t  from the 
C oopera tive  M o v e m en t  in Ceylon for f inding Experts 
in  setting up  a Cooperativ e M a n a g e m e n t  Ins t i tu te  
in Ceylon.

L IB R A R Y

T h e  lib rary  o f  the  R egional Office a n d  E d u c a 
tion C en tre  has steadly grow n in size. At present,  
it has over 7,000 books an d  3,000 booklets. T h e  
library publishes a half-yearly supp lem ent to its 
A n n o ta ted  Bibliography o f  literature , p ro d u ce d  in 
English an d  the  national languages,  by the  Coopera
tive M o v e m en ts  of  the South-East Asian Region. 
A quar te rly  an n o ta te d  bulle tin  of  articles on  Coop
eration a n d  allied subjects, a long w ith  a classified 
list of additions to the  library is also issued. T h e  
quar te r ly  docum en ta tion  bu lle tin  com piled  by the 
C h a irm a n  of  the IC A  W orking G ro u p  o f  C oopera
tive L ib ra r ia n s  an d  D ocum en ta t ion  Officers is 
rep ro d u ced  an d  c ircu la ted  in the  Region. Biblio
graphies re la t ing  to special subjects a re  also prepared 
and  supplied  on request.  T h e  library also m a in 
tains close collaboration with  the  libraries o f  in te r
national a n d  national organisa tions for the  exchange 
o f  d o c u m en ta t io n  a n d  literature.

T E C H N IC A L  A SSIST A N C E

T h e  supply of technical inform ation a n d  techn i
cal assistance in its broadest sense inc ludes  supply

of expertise, finance, an d  in fact any  kind of  help 
from one m ovem ent to another. M ore  concrete ly , 
this function involves the  following activities:

(/'} Identification  of  the  areas of techn ica l  assis
tance  ei ther  at the C entre 's  ow n initiative 
or th rough  the receipt of a reques t  from 
cooperative organisations:

[ii T h e  c o n d u c t  o f  prelim inary  enquiries  a n d
negotiations with  various agencies inc lud 
ing the governm ent o f  the recepient country:

(Hi) Processing of the project with the  IC A  h e a d 
q uar te rs  w hich then takes up the  m a t te r
with the  advanced  m em b er  organisations 
w hich  m ay have  the req u ired  skill and  
finance: an d

(ii F inally , w here  necessary arrang ing  for the
or ien ta tion  of  the  expert to local problem s 
an d  conditions.

A s s is ta n c e  p r o v id e d  in  th e  fo r m  o f  m a c h in e r y

T h e  IC A  R eg iona l  Office a n d  E duca t ion  C en tre  
m a d e  ava ilab le  in  1964-. th rough  the good offices of 
the W est G e rm a n  C onsum ers  Congress, trac tor  and  
other  agricu ltu ra l  m ach inery  to a cooperative farming 
society in M ysore State.

T h e  IC A  Regional Office and  E ducation  C entre  
has been  in s t rum en ta l  in ob ta in ing  assistance for 
the es tab lishm ent o f  a  cooperative dairy  pas teur isa
tion p lan t  near Poona, M a h arash t ra  S tate , Ind ia .  
Assistance to the tu n e  of  Rs. 12,00,000 will be m a d e  
available  by the W e st  G erm an  C onsum ers  C oopera
tive Congress in the  from o f  p lan t a n d  m ach inery  
for the  dairy . T h e  m achinery  an d  equ ipm en t  will be 
shipped from W est G erm any  du r in g  S eptem ber ,  
1969.

G ifts  o f  b o o k s  a n d  e q u ip m e n t

A nother  a rea  in which the  IC A  Regional Office 
has been  recently  assisting the  cooperatives, 
a l though  on a very modest scale, is the  supply of 
books an d  audio-visual equ ipm en t to m e m b e r  o rga
nisations or their  tra in ing  centres. O n e  h u n d re d  
and  n ine  books worth  abou t £80 were gifted 
to the  Eas t  Pakistan  Cooperative U n io n  in Dacca 
and  one h u n d re d  and  four books on  Coopera tion  
valued at £75 were  given to the K arac h i  C oop
erative U nion . Books an d  l i tera ture  pu b lish ed  by 
the Regional Office an d  E ducation  C en tre  were 
also supplied  to the  Philippines Coopera tive C red i t  
U n ion  L eague  (P H IL C U L )  an d  the  G erkan  K ope-
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rasi, Indonesia (G E R K O P IN ). Efforts are  being 
m ade to obtain books w ritten  in English on Coope
ration and library equipm ent for the  library of the 
Agricultural Cooperative College of the National 
Agricultural Cooperative Federation of the  R epublic 
of Korea.

T he T echnical Assistance Sub-Com m ittee of 
IC A  recently m ade a  gift of audio-visual equipm ent 
w orth US $ 1,400 to the  Cooperative F ederation  
of Ceylon for its educational activities.

C onsu ltancy  se r v ic e s

T he Cooperative M ovem ents in  the R egion are 
increasingly looking to the Regional Office for 
advice and guidance. Some examples o f such 
services provided are described below.

A specialist in C onsum er Cooperation collabo
rated w ith the IL O  Expert working w ith the N atio
nal Cooperative Consum ers Federation (NCCF) in 
Ind ia  on a Pilot Project in  setting up a m odel 
accounting system  in a Consum er Cooperative 
Store in K arnal in Ind ia .

At the request o f the Cooperative Super Bazar, 
Delhi, the specialist in Consum er Cooperatives m ade 
two studies; (i) Flow o f Customers; and  (b) U tilisa
tion of Salesmen in the Super Bazar. O n the basis 
o f these studies, recom endations were m ade on the 
organisational set-up and  job  description of 
employees.

P rojects for w h ich  a ss is ta n c e  is  b ein g  sou gh t

T he following projects have been received and  
have been forwarded to the IC A  H eadquarters in 
London for finding assistance:

Multi-Commodity Fruit and Vegetable Processing Unit 
at Delhi : T he  project has been referred to the 
Suprem e Cooperative Council of Poland. A dditional 
inform ation on the project, especially with regard 
to m arket analysis, is being collected by the N ational 
A gricultural Cooperative M arketing Federation, 
New Delhi, India.

Consolidated Fruit Processing Plant, Korea : The 
project is being referred to the Jo in t Program m e 
for exploring possibilities of assistance.

Fish Canning Project, Ceylon : T w o French experts 
visited Ceylon w ith a view  to preparing a prelim i
nary report on the proposal for the establisem ent of 
a fish canning plant in Ceylon.

Pineapple Canning Project, Ceylon : T h e  Project 
has been referred to the Cooperative M ovem ents in 
Poland, U .K ., A ustria and  Yugoslavia, and  in ad d i
tion, is being referred to the  Jo in t Program m e.

Two Dairy Experts fo r  the Eastern M ilk Producers 
Cooperative Union, Dacca, (East Pakistan) : T he
Swedish Cooperative C entre through the Swedish 
In ternational D evelopm ent A uthority is exploring 
possibilities of providing assistance to East Pakistan 
in the field of artificial insem ination.

PR O M O TIO N  OF IN TER N A TIO N A L C O O PE 
RATIVE TRADE

An im portant function of the Regional Centre 
is the prom otion o f cooperative trade am ong the 
m ovem ents of the Region an d  betw een them  and 
the advanced m ovem ents. O n  the recom m endations 
o f the Cooperative M inisters’ Conference organised 
by the IC A  in Tokyo in 1964, the ICA  sponsored 
a cooperative trade survey in South-East Asia. T he 
survey carried out by M r. W alter E isenberg, a 
Specialist m ade available to the IC A  by the CW S, 
England, for the purpose, dealt w ith the present 
position in regard to in ternational cooperative trade 
in  the Region, and barriers to an d  future prospects 
of such trade. T he survey report has been issued in 
three volumes. A trade directory has also been 
brought ou t w hich supplies useful inform ation 
to cooperative organisations interested in export 
and import trade. Finally, the IC A  Regional Centre 
assisted in the organisation o f the T h ird  Asian 
A gricultural Cooperative Conference on the subject 
of trade convened by the N ational Cooperative 
U nion of In d ia  in Jan u ary  1967. A concrete result 
in the field of trade was the establishm ent of trading 
relations between the U N IC O O P  JA PA N  and the 
N ational Federation of Cooperative Sugar Factories, 
Ind ia , for the  export o f sugarcane molasses by the 
latter. T he Federation shipped last year, through 
the State T rad ing  C orporation o f Ind ia , about 3,000 
m etric tons of molasses to Jap an .

T he Regional Office is at present assisting the 
m em ber movem ents for their participation in the 
Asian T rade  Fair to be held in T eheran this year.

FINANCES

T he Swedish Cooperative M ovem ent contributes 
a  m ajor part of the finances for the  Regional Office 
and  Education Centre am ounting to about 80 per 
cent of the funds required , the  balance being provid* 
ed by the A lliance itself. T h e  budgeted  expendi
tu re  for 1969 am ounts approxim ately to two million 
rupees.
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T he activities of the E ducation C entre are finan
ced by voluntary contributions collected by the 
Swedish Cooperative M ovem ent and  supplem ented 
by the Swedish International D evelopm ent A uthority.

O ver the  years, however, the  M ovem ents in the 
Region have been m aking increasing contributions 
to the educational program m es of the Centre. T he 
contributions of the m em ber m ovem ents for the 
regional educational activities include undertaking 
local costs for sem inars located in a particular 
country, such as costs incurred in connection w ith 
the provision of lecturers, participants nom inated by 
the host m ovem ent and  study visits. M ovem ents 
o ther than  the one hosting the sem inar provide 50% 
of the travel costs of the participants nom inated  by 
them . W hen a sem inar is located in Ja p a n , Jap an 
ese Cooperative M ovem ent has been contributing, 
in  addition to the norm al local costs paid for by the 
other m ovem ents, all board and lodging costs of not 
only its own participants, but also for all foreign 
participants a ttending  the sem inar. A sim ilar offer 
has m ade by the Cooperative M ovem ent of Ceylon. 
T h e  Cooperative M ovem ent in the  R epublic of Korea 
will be contributiong 50%  of the hotel costs of all 
foreign participats a t the  regional sem inar on Farm  
G uidance Activities of A griculural Cooperatives to 
be held in Seoul in Septem ber-O ctober this year. 
Roughly speaking, contributions made by the member-move- 
ments in the Region range from about 17% to about 47%  
o f the total costs o f holding a regional seminar.

ICA BUILDING

A new  building suitable for housing the Regional 
Office and  Education Centre was constructed  in 
February 1968, in New Delhi. C ontributions for 
constructing the building were m ade by the Alliance, 
the Swedish In ternational D evelopm ent A uthority 
and the Japanese Cooperative M ovem ent.

ADVISORY COUNCIL

T he Regional Office and Education C entre is 
composed of em inent Cooperators representing the 
Cooperative M ovem ents in the Region. T he Council 
m em bers review  the activities of the Regional Office 
and Education C entre from tim e to tim e and  help 
in shaping its policies.

T he Council usually meets once a year to  consi
der the program m e for the forthcom ing year. Sug
gestions and  alterations in the suggested program m es 
are then  discussed and  subsequently approved by 
the ICA  T echnical Assistance Sub-Com m ittee.

T he H onorary President of the Advisory Council 
is M rs. In d ira  G andhi, the Prim e M inister of Ind ia . 
T he C hairm an of the Council is M r. B. V enkatap
piah from India.

ICA Advisory Council being addressed by the Chairman, M r B. Venkatappiah.
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In  closing this article, we would like to pay a 
tribu te  to late Prof. D . G. Karve who rendered very

Seminars Tw o 1. W orkshop on Audio- 
V isual Aids, Ju n e  1965.

2. Regional Sem inar on 
Cooperatives in Agri
cu ltu re—An Integrated 
Approach. M arch-April 
1967.

Conference O ne 1. In ternational C oopera
tive T rade—South-East 
Asia. Ju n e  1968.

Study Tour O ne 1. Participants of the
Regional Sem inar on 
O rganisation and 
Functioning of Co
operative U nions in 
South-East Asia. 
April-M ay 1966.

Professor D. G. Karve

valuable services as C hairm an of the Advisory 
Council for five years. #

JAPANESE M OVEM ENT S FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE TO ICA ACTIVITIES

ICA B u ild in g

T he C entral U nion of A gricultural Cooperatives 
has m ade a contribution tow ards the cost of cons
truction of the build ing of the ICA  Regional Office 
& Education Centre w ith a sum  of £10,000 payable 
in  instalm ents over a period of ten years.

O ther A ssista n ce

A dvisory  C ouncil

ID A C A -The Institu te  for the Development of 
A gricultural Cooperation in Asia, Tokyo, was establi
shed and financed by the Japanese A gricultural 
Cooperative M ovem ent. T he IDACA and the 
IC A  Regional Office & E ducation Centre are shar
ing the costs of arranging  an annual m eeting of the 
IC A  Advisory C ouncil on equal basis, since Advi
sory Council m em bers are also the  m em bers of the 
Board of Advisors for IDACA.

R eg ion a l S em in ars and  C onferences

As per usual p ractice, one o f the sem inars orga
nised by the IC A  E ducation C entre is located every 
year in Jap an  and  all the local costs, including 
board and lodging costs o f the participants are m et 
by the Japanese Cooperative M ovem ent.

The following such activities have so far been 
organised by the ICA  in Jap an  :

1. T he Central U nion of A gricultural Coepera- 
tives has been contributing  £1,000 per year tow ards 
the ICA  D evelopm ent Fund.

2. T he C entral U nion of Agricultural C oopera
tives m et the entire local costs incurred  in connec
tion w ith the first m eeting of the  ICA  A gricultural 
Sub-Com m ittee w hich was held in Tykyo.

3. T he agricultural cooperatives have also 
extended financial assistance to the Study on Coope
rative Processing conducted by an expert appointed 
by the FA O  in collaboration w ith the ICA. W ith 
this assistance, the Secretary of the ICA  Agricultural 
Sub-Com m ittee could accom pany the expert to help 
him  in the study of Cooperative Processing in  Japan .

4. T he agicultural cooperatives an d  fishery
cooperatives extended financial support i.e., meeting 
the local costs, to enable the Secretary of the ICA  
A gricultural C om m ittee to visit Japan . #
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Opening o f the ICA Regional Centre's new building, February 1968.

M EM BERSHIP AND N U M BER  OF COOPERATIVE ORGANISATIONS IN COUNTRIES
COVERED BY TH E ICA REGIONAL CENTRE, NEW DELHI.

Country M em berships
1966

N um ber o f Societies 
1966

Australia 972,770 5,917

Burm a 1,215,916 6,031

Ceylon 1,801,872 14,432

Ind ia 47,188,174 331,693

Iran 921,728 7,385

Japan 16,152,436 26,157

K orea, Republic of 2,242,377 17,970

M alaysia 443,095 3,061

Pakistan 1,510,854 28,752

Philippines 273,000 430

Singapore 53,230 96

N ew  Guinea 20,380 126

T O T A L 7,275,832 442,050

T h e  individual m em bership o f the C ooperative O rganisations affiliated to the In terna tional C ooperative A lliance from the  area 
served by the  R egional C entre for South-East Asia represents over 30% of the world total.
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BANK 

NATIONALISATION 

AND 

COOPERATIVES 

IN INDIA

B rahm  P erk ash , M .P.*

T H E  nationalisation o f 14 m ajor Ind ian  Com m er
cial Banks, th rough an  O rd inance , has created  a 
little bit of a stir not only a t hom e bu t in several 
countries abroad. T h e  farm ers, the small entre
preneur and the under-developed sections, see an 
undoubted ray  of hope in  the m easure ; the 
depositors feel a touch o f security; and the employees 
feel reassured of a brigh ter fu ture for them . T here 
is, however, no lack o f doubting pauls. Some 
criticise it from the point of view  of political 
ideology, while others think tha t nationalisation 
will lead to inefficiency, irresponsible m anagem ent, 
increase in overheads an d  bureaucratic  adm inis
tration.

Indian C on stitu tion  and  Bank  
N atio n a lisa tio n

T he m easure, how ever, needs an  objective look. 
T he socio-economic conditions obtaining in Ind ia  
a t the tim e of Independence in 1947 were such that 
we bad to adopt a pa ttern  of society in w hich the 
structure of socio-economic relation is so planned 
that it results not only in  an  appreciable increase 
in  national incom e and  em ploym ent bu t also in 
greater equality in income and  wealth. T he Consti
tu tion of Ind ia  in  its D irective Principles of State 
Policy laid dow n, am ong others, tha t :—

1. “ T he citizens will have a right to an adequate
m eans of livlihood.

2. O w nership of national resources of the country 
will be so d istributed as to ensure the com m on 
good ; and

*General Secretary, N ational Cooperative U nion of In d ia , New

,3. The operation of econom ic system will not 
result in concentration of wealth to the com m on 
detrim en t.”

Since the introduction of the  Constitution, the 
country has been trying to create a m ilieu in which 
the  small m an who has so far had little opportunity 
of perceiving and  participating  in the immense 
possibilities o f grow th through organised effort tnay 
be enabled to put in his best an d , in re tu rn , ensure 
for him self a higher standard  of life. T he nationa
lisation of banks, ju dg ing  from the standards laid 
dow n by the nation in  its C onstitution, is a step in 
the direction of the achievem ent of the determ ined 
objectives.

A study conducted by econom ists, a couple of 
years back, had indicated that the privately controlled 
com m ercial banks had  proved to be an obstacle to 
the achievem ent of social objectives to w hich the 
country was com m itted and had  failed to contribute 
to the developm ent of the vital priority sectors o f  
the In d ian  economy, nam ely, the small-scale and  
m edium  industries and  agriculture. T heir operations 
had  also created regional and sectional im balances 
and  these banks “ abetted  an d  supported socially 
undesirable activities like hoarding and  speculation” .

T h e C oop erators’ A ngle

Considering purely from the point of view of the 
Cooperators, they had  never been too happy with 
the com m ercial banks. As early as in 1931, the 
Ind ian  C entral Banking Enquiry  Com m ittee had 
pointed out th a t, “ T he Jo in t Stock Banks play a
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little d irect part and the Im perial Bank m uch less 
in the supply of credit to the agriculturists. These 
banks do not look upon agricu ltu ral finance as part 
o f their norm al business” . D uring the R ura l Credit 
Survey conducted  by the Reserve Bank o f Ind ia  in 
1952-54, it was found tha t, “ C redit obtained from 
com m ercial banks by the cultivator was less than 1% 
of his total borrowings and  even so was confined to  a 
few d istric ts.” T h e  survey revealed that the com m er
cial banks seldom  opened branches in the ru ra l areas, 
and  they d id  not provide any rem ittance facilities 
or banking services to the cooperatives. The 
com m ercial banks were, on the o ther h an d , finan
cing the traders dealing in agricultural produce and 
the said persons, more often th an  not, utilised these 
credit facilities not for the benefit o f agriculture bu t 
to  its detrim ent. T he survey m ade two im portant 
revelations, namely; one, that “ private banking and 
private trad e  have a vested in terest in  the  failure of 
cooperative cred it” , and two, that “ it is not surpri
sing that the  m uch m ore urban-m inded  and  profit- 
m otivated com m ercial banks have little use for the 
agricu ltu rists and agricultural finance............ the re
presentatives of cooperative banks who approach the 
com m ercial banks for help in the m atter o f financing 
agriculture, not uncom m only get short shrift from 
some o f these institutions even w hen the accom m od
ation or the investm ent is not outside the normal 
scope of their functioning” . Such being the record 
of the com m ercial banks vis-a-vis the Cooperative 
M ovem ent, the Cooperators could not possibly look 
upon them  with m uch  favour, an d  they are  justified 
in hoping th a t the nationalised banks w ould orient 
the ir credit policies so as to m ake them  m uch more 
favourable to the cooperative institutions and  that 
these two allied and  sister organisations —the coope
ratives and  the nationalised banks —w ould jointly 
work for a com m on cause, nam ely, the greatest good 
of the greatest num ber.

T h e P reced en t

H ealthy effect of bank nationalisation on coopera
tives is not w ithout a precedent. T he Im perial 
Bank of Ind ia  was nationalised in 1956. Subsequen
tly in 1959-60, eight erstw hile S tate associated banks 
were t^ken over. All these banks now  constitute 
the State Bank of In d ia—a public sector concern. 
Since nationalisation, the bank has oriented its poli
cies tow ards the social needs and  is providing bank
ing and  rem ittance facilities on a m uch larger scale 
than ever before to the cooperatives. T h e  rem ittan 
ce facilities provided by it to the cooperative insti
tutions have increased from Rs. 320 m illion in the 
year ending Septem ber, 1955 to R s. 6,000 million in

the year ending Septem ber, 1967. T he Bank is now 
providing credit facilities to various types of coopera
tive sugar factories, cooperative spinning mills, 
cooperative m arketing societies, industria l co
operatives and wholesale consum er stores. I t is also 
extending support to the debentures issued by the 
cooperative land developm ent banks. At the end 
o f 1967, cooperative institutions of all types had  
been gran ted  cred it limits aggregating Rs. 617 m il
lion. T he advances of the State Bank o f Ind ia  to 
the cooperatives, account for as m uch as 79.8 per 
cent o f the total advances of all scheduled com m er
cial banks to cooperatives. T his is a spectacular ach i
evem ent of the objective for w hich the Im perial 
Bank and a few other banks were nationalised.

T he 14 banks now nationalised accounted for 
deposits o f the order of Rs. 27,420 million at the end 
of 1968 w hich works out to 72% of the  total depos
its (Rs. 37,920 m illion) of the com m ercial banks in 
the country. T heir advances to agriculture as well 
as to the cooperatives are, however, negligible. W hile 
in 1941 com m ercial banks’ credit to agriculture 
am ounted to Rs. 191 m illion, they had declined to 
Rs. 120 m illion in 1951 and to Rs. 50 m illion in 
1955. A dvances to cooperatives have im proved a 
little and  in M arch, 1964 totalled Rs. 346 million 
against Rs. 74 m illion in April 1960. As com pared 
with the total advances of commercial banks of over 
R s. 20,000 m illion, the am ount advanced to the 
cooperatives is no doubt negligible. T he nationa
lised banks, it is hoped, will have to broaden the line 
of their credit to cooperatives and  also provide all 
the banking services including rem ittance facilities 
to them.

A N ote o f  C aution

H owever, over-optimism may not be justified. I t 
may not be correct to say th a t all the resources avail
able w ith the nationalised banks will henceforth be 
at the disposal o f the cooperatives or the small m an. 
I t  is already being argued by some that, “ cold re
alities o f the economic situation in the villages make 
advances to farmers on any indiscrim inate scale 
highly vu lnerab le .” No doubt, the nationalisation 
of banks will not autom atically make the coopera
tives strong and  prosperous over-night. T hey will 
have, in their turn, to strengthen them selves by b ring
ing about organisational changes, viability and 
efficiency in  their operations. T he opportunity  is, 
of course there bu t it is, side by side, a great challen
ge for them . T hey  m ust prove them selves to be 
w orthy of the great opportunity that presents itse lf#
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“W I T H O U T  
B O U N D A R I E S ”
R agnar A rv id sson *

T H E  collection of a fund called “ W ithout Boun
daries” which has been in operation for approxim ate
ly 11 years, is an excellent example of the sixth Co
operative Principle, “ Cooperation among Coopera
tives.”

T he Congress of the  In ternational Cooperative 
Alliance held in  Stockholm  in 1957 devoted consi
derable attention to the problem s of the Cooperative 
M ovem ents in the developing countries. T h e  discus
sions at the Congress resulted in increased interest 
on the part of several of the IC A  M em ber-O rganis- 
ations in advanced countries in solving problem s of 
developing Cooperative M ovem ents.

These problems w ere discussed at length am ong 
Cooperators in Sweden in order to take a practical 
step for assisting the Cooperative M ovements of deve
loping nations. T he Swedes were aw are of the 
m agnitude and com plexity of the difficulties of the 
developing movem ents and the limited resources 
available for solving them .

Fund Born

T he K F (the Swedish Cooperative U nion and 
W holesale Seciety), the HSB (the National Associa
tion of T enants, Savings and  Building Society) and 
the Cooperative W om en Association took the initia
tive in 1958 to start the collection of the F und  called 
“ W ithout B oundaries” . A simple bu t impressive 
sign—the m athem atical sign of infinity—was adop
ted as the symbol of the  Fund.

At the tim e of the creation of the Fund, it was 
also decided that the m oney so collected should be 
utilised in educating the m em bers as well as the 
employees in Cooperative M ovem ents, as education 
and training play an im portant part in the success of 
the Cooperative M ovem ent. In  accordance with 
this decision, an  E ducation  C entre for South-East 
Asia was established in N ew  Delhi under the  aegis 
of the International Cooperative Alliance. A nother 
train ing centre with the same arrangem ents was 
inaugurated in M oshi, T anzania, in 1964. In  ad d i
tion  to these two m ajor projects, several other tech
*Joint D irector, A dm inistration, IC A  R egional Centre, New Del

nical assistance program m es were launched for 
developing countries.

C ollection  o f  Funds

Upto D ecem ber 1968, 15 m illion Sw. K rs approxi
mately USS 3 m illion (5 Sw. K r= lU S $ )  were 
collected. The contribution for the year 1968 alone 
am ounted to approxim ately 1.8 million Sw. K r. 
(US$ 360,000). Eighty-five per cent o f the contri
bution to the Fund comes from approxim ately 1.5 
million individual m em bers in the  consum er coopera
tive societies in Sweden. O nce a year the m em bers 
are  requested by the m anagem ent of their consum er 
societies to contribute to the “ W ithout Boundaries”  
F und  1 Sw. K r (from 1968 onw ards the am ount has 
been raised to 2 Sw. K r) from out of their patronage 
refunds due to them . In  the year 1968, the average 
contribution per individual m em ber am ounted to 
m ore than 1 Sw. K r. M any m em bers contributed 
even 10 to 100 Sw. K r. and  some contributed their 
full patronage refund. A recent survey conducted 
showed that there are a large num ber of m em bers 
o f cooperatives in Sweden who are of the opinion 
tha t the contribution tow ards this Fund should be 
increased to meet the grow ing dem and for educati
on and train ing in  developing countries.

The rem aining 15 per cent of the F und  comes 
from voluntary contributions o f employees of various 
cooperatives in Sweden. T hey  contribute nearly 
one or two hours salary tow ards the Fund each year. 
I t  is worth m entioning th a t the employees o f the ICA 
Regional Office and Education Centre in New Delhi are 
contributing one day's salary per year towards this Fund.

In creased  C ollection

T he conviction of the individual m em bers as well 
as the employees of the Cooperative M ovem ent in 
Sweden regarding the usefulness of the projects finan
ced through the collection “ W ithout Boundaries” 
has resulted in  continued and  increased contributions 
tow ards the  Fund. T h e  confidence the Swedish 
G overnm ent has placed on these projects is dem ons-

(Continued on page 33)
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ICA-SCC SEMINAR ON COOPERATIVE  
LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT

T H E  Seventh International Cooperative Sem inar 
on the them e of “ Cooperative Leadership  and  M ana
gem ent” was continued for a period of two weeks at 
Bangkok from  22nd Ju n e  to 6 th  Ju ly , 1969. This 
sem inar continuation was held under the jo in t 
auspices of the Regional Office and  Education 
C entre for South-East Asia of the In ternational Co
operative Alliance, New Delhi and the Swedish 
Cooperative C entre, Stockholm, with the active

L ionel G unaw ardana*

collaboration of the Cooperative League of T hailand. 
T he objectives o f this part o f the sem inar, were to 
discuss the applicability and  adaptation of the know 
ledge acquired  by the participants in Sw eden to the 
Cooperative M ovem ents in the Region. In  addition , 
the sem inar program m e also included lectures by 
prom inent Cooperators from T hailand , and  study 
visits to cooperatives in T hailand.

T he sem inar was inaugurated 
by Dr. Boonrod Binson, U nder
secretary  o f State for N ational 
D evelopm ent, G overnm ent of 
T hailand . T w enty-tw o partici
pants and  observers from  Ceylon, 
Ind ia , Jap an , Republic of K orea, 
M alaysia, Nepal, Philippines, 
Singapore and  T hailand  and 
M r E. Tilly from the In ternational 
Labour O rganisation partic i
pated in the sem inar.

Opening session being addressed by Dr Boonrod Binson, Under Secretary o f State 
fo r  National Development, Government o f Thailand.

Col. Surindr Cholprasert,
R egistrar o f Cooperative Societies 
and C hairm an of the Board of 
D irectors of the Cooperative 
League o f T hailand; M r. Chern 
Bamroongwongse, Dy. D irector- 
G eneral, D epartm ent of Credit 
and M arketing Cooperatives,
T hailand; M r. Adul Niyom viphat,
Dy. D irector-G eneral, Land Cooperatives, D epart
m en t of L and  Cooperatives, T hailand; M r Thep 
Saiyananda, D irector, Cooperative L eague of T h a i
land; M r Cham nien Saranaga, M anager, Bank for 
A griculture and  A gricultural Cooperatives, Bangkok; 
and  M r N. A. K ularajah , G eneral M anager, 
M alaysian Cooperative Insurance Society, were 
am ong those who gave lectures a t the sem inar.

M r J. M . R ana and  M r Lionel G unaw ardana 
from the IC A  E ducation C entre and  M r R une 
Forsberg irom  the Swedish Cooperative C entre 
d irected  the sem inar. M r P. E. W eeram an, ICA  
Regional Officer for South-East Asia also participated 
in  the sem inar.

T he first part of the sem inar was held in Sweden 
from 7th April to 13th Ju n e , 1969 and  was directed 
by M r R une Forsberg. T iie participants visited 
ICA  H eadquarters in London and  cooperative 
organisations in U nited  K ingdom  and  D enm ark 
before they arrived in  Bangkok to participate in  the 
Sem inar C ontinuation.

At the IC A  H eadquarters the participants were 
addressed by D r S. K . Saxena, D irector o f the 
Alliance; D r J .  H . O ilm an, Publications Editor; 
D r L. Sieber, Secretary for Education and  Technical 
Assistance; and  M r Branko Zlataric, Secretary for 
A griculture, who explained to them  the working of 
the Alliance.

*Deputy Director, ICA Education Centre, New Delhi.
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Among the prom inent Cooperators that the partici
pants had  the benefit o f m eeting in Sweden were 
Dr. M. Bonow, President o f the  ICA; Prof. K. F. 
Svardstrom  of U ppsala University; and  M r Alf 
C arhson, D irector o f the Swedish Cooperative 
Centre.

Significant o b serv a tio n s  m a d e  by the  
p a rtic ip an ts in  Sw eden

a. In  Sweden the Cooperative M ovem ent was 
initiated and  developed purely as a voluntary 
movem ent. T he m ain factors responsible for the 
grow th of the  m ovem ent in  Sweden were the w ide
spread general education  and intensive program m es 
of m em ber education and employee train ing carried 
out by the m ovem ent itself.

b. In  the  pioneering stage of cooperative develop
m ent, honorary leaders have borne the m ajor burden  
of not only organising bu t even running the coope
ratives. W ith the grow th of cooperatives in size, 
the m anagerial personnel have assumed greater 
responsibility of running  the societies.

c. At present, the employed m anagers exercise w ide 
powers in running  the cooperative organisations and 
they have a great influence in shaping and planning 
future developm ent o f the m ovem ent. A fear is 
expressed in some quarters that cooperatives will be 
taken over by “ T echnocrats”  and that the coope
ratives will lose their cooperative character. I t  was 
how ever noted that great emphasis is placed on 
providing cooperative education to employees.

d. In  Sweden, elected representatives in the co
operatives are som etim es politicians, bu t their 
positions in the  cooperatives are not used as stepping 
stones to political power. Political affiliations do 
not play a part in the election of the m em bers of the 
A dm inistrative Council, nor do they interfere in the 
day-to-day functioning o f the societies.

e. D ue to the large m em bership in cooperatives, 
indirect dem ocracy m eaning election of board 
m em bers through representatives is practised.

f. O ne of the businesses transacted in the G eneral 
Body m eeting is to set up a Com m ittee to prepare 
for the election of office-bearers a t the next A nnual 
G eneral M eeting. T his early appointm ent o f the 
Com m ittee enables it to study  the persons who may 
be elected to official positions in  the forthcoming 
m eeting and to subm it proposals to ensure the 
election of capable people to the A dm inistrative 
Council.

1 8

g. T he am algam ation o f cooperatives into still 
larger units is being carried out. Creation of such 
large cooperative un its enables them  to adopt the 
most m odern technological developm ents. T he 
large and economic size of the cooperative organi
sations enables them  to employ personnel o f high 
m anagerial skill and  pay them  com petitive salaries.

h. T he Cooperative U nion and  W holesale Society 
in Sw eden (KF) is the central body of the Consumers 
Cooperatives in the country. A great degree of 
centralisation o f functions has taken place in this 
organisation over the years, and  the range of services 
provided by the K F  is im m ense. Such centralisation 
has enabled the Swedish Consum er Cooperative 
M ovem ent to establish cooperative factories for 
producing a great num ber o f consum er goods, to 
establish a chain of large-sized departm ent stores 
all over the country in addition  to the usual functions 
of centralised buying, w arehousing, etc.

i. Similar centralisation has taken place in o ther 
sectors of the Cooperative M ovem ent such as agri
culture, insurance and  housing which has resulted 
in  the efficient functioning of cooperative organisa
tions in these sectors.

j. Duties of elected leaders and  employed m anage
m ent are clearly dem arcated  w hich prevents undue 
interference by the elected leaders in the day-to-day 
m anagem ent of the cooperatives. T he w ide powers 
given to the m anagers enable them  to take quick 
decisions so essential to the successful m anagem ent 
o f a business enterprise.

k. T here is systematic train ing o f employees w ithin 
the m ovem ent to prepare them  to shoulder responsi
bilities. This ensures that people in the higher 
range of m anagem ent are fully aw are of the coopera
tive principles and practices.

1. Education of m em bers and employees through 
correspondence courses is widely practised. In  the 
case of employees, the prelim inary knowledge in  co
operative principles and  business practices acquired 
th rough correspondence courses enables them  to 
follow effectively later on advanced courses in co
operative colleges.

m . T he draw ing up of detailed plans of sales and  
other activities of cooperatives and  the constant 
checking of them  to judge the degree of success en
sures efficient functioning of the societies.
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A Nepalese trainee presenting views on applicability o f Swedish experiences.

n. Careful surveys are undertaken and  planning is 
done before a cooperative shop is located in  a p ar
ticular area.

o. Effective salesmanship, a ttractive display and  
arrangem ent of goods, and above all, courtesy shown 
to custom ers by the employees in  cooperative shops 
contribute, in  great m easure, to the  success of C on
sum er Cooperatives in Sweden and  their com petitive 
capacity.

p. A well-planned publicity cam paign is conducted 
to enhance the im age of the cooperatives. T he 
simple an d  impressive sign of the consum er coope
ratives—the m athem etical sign of infinity— serves 
as a rallying symbol for Cooperators. I t  also makes 
the cooperative shop easily identifiable.

q. T he easy and  simple procedure o f acquiring 
m em bership in cooperatives encourages more and  
m ore people to join the cooperatives.

r. T he Cooperative M ovem ent has been greatly 
influencing the governm ent in  fram ing consumer 
protection legislation.

s. T he m ajority of the m em bers of the consum er 
cooperatives are wom en. H ow ever, very few of 
them  are occupying positions in A dm inistrative 
Councils.

t. T he  sizes of the farms are increasing. This is 
due to the continuous m igration of the people engaged 
in agriculture into industry  and the farm s left behind

by them  being am algam ated 
with others. In troduction  of 
m odern m achinery enables 
few people to m anage a large 
farm.

u. T he single purpose coope
ratives in the  agricultural 
sector are being am algam ated 
thus creating m ultipurpose 
societies. T his is done to 
bring about m ore coordination 
am ong various agricultural 
activities and to create larger 
units. This also is expected to 
solve the problem  of the agri
culturist having to be a m em 
ber o f a num ber of coope
ratives.

COOP. LEADERSHIP  

R ole o f  G overn m en t in  P rov id in g  L ead ersh ip

U nlike in Sweden, Cooperative M ovem ents in 
South-East Asian countries were in itiated and  foster
ed by governm ents. In  a num ber of countries in 
this Region, the m ovem ent was sponsored by the 
colonical rulers to am eliorate the conditions o f the 
rural people. Such leadership from governm ent 
in the early stages was inevitable in view of the 
wide-spread poverty and  low educational levels of 
the people. This tendency was further intensified 
after independence, since the governm ents em barked 
on system atic plans of social and  economic develop
ments in which the Cooperative M ovem ent was 
given an  im portant place.

T he sem inar felt that this leadership from the 
governm ent would continue for a foreseeable future. 
In  view of this, proper cooperative education of 
officials in the governm ent departm ents was regarded 
as essential. H ow ever, it was recognised th a t the 
ultim ate aim  should be for the Cooperative M ove
m ent to becom e completely self-reliant and  indepen
dent of governm ent control. In  this task leadership 
from the m em bers themselves had a vital role to 
play.

H onorary L eaders

As was the case in  Sw eden in the early stages, 
a large num ber of cooperatives in the Region of 
South-East Asia are  today m anaged by honorary 
leaders. This applies particularly  to small village 
societies.
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In  view o f the fact that small village societies 
have a small tu rnover and are not able to employ 
personnel of high calibre, they will have to be 
m anaged by the honorary leaders themselves. H ow 
ever, as these societies grow  in size and especially 
in respect of secondary societies, it would be neces
sary that greater au thority  and  responsibility should 
be delegated to the general m anager as has been 
done in Sw eden. In terference by the elected leaders 
in the day-to-day m anagem ent in larger societies 
will not prom ote the sm ooth and  efficient operation 
of the cooperative society and  m ay inhibit its growth. 
T he developm ent of proper relationship betw een the 
elected board of directors and  the general m anager 
is therefore of utm ost im portance. In  a broad out
line, the following should be the duties of the board 
of directors :

a. T he board should interpert the objectives 
of the society and  set dow n goals to be 
achieved, cause changes in the overall 
policies and program m es, appoint a m anager 
to conduct the operations o f the society and 
assign him  duties and responsibilities.

b. T he board  should also apprise itself, periodi
cally of the progress m ade by the society in 
achieving the goals set. Financial statem ents 
and accounts in addition  to the reports on 
the activities of the society are the com m on 
forms of reports w hich would reveal to the 
board the general results of the operations 
of the society.

T h e  m anager o f a society is appointed by its 
board and not by the m em bership of the society. 
H e is not vested with any authority  through law. 
H e has only such au thority  as has been vested in 
him  by the board. I t  is therefore his responsibility 
to respect the board as his employer and be aw are 
o f  this in his dealings. H e should bring to the 
notice of the Board all inform ation and  recom m en
dations that will aid  the board in reviewing the 
objectives of the society and  in planning its future.

M ANAGEM ENT OF COOPERATIVES  

F actors A ffecting M an agem en t

T he sem inar noted th a t factors affecting m anage
m ent o f cooperatives would depend on the stage of 
developm ent of the m ovem ent. In  regard to the 
South-East Asian m ovem ents, the following factors 
were regarded as im portant.

a. O ne of the most im portant factors affecting 
m anagem ent o f cooperatives is cooperative educa
tion, both of m em bers and  o f employees.

b. A large num ber of cooperatives in the Region 
are  m anaged by officers of cooperative departm ents 
who are seconded as m anagers o f cooperatives. 
W hile such secondm ent m ay be advisable in certain 
cases, at the present stage o f developm ent o f the 
Cooperative M ovem ent, this practice has tended to 
inhibit the  developm ent o f m anagerial personnel 
from w ithin the m ovem ent. F urtherm ore, w hen 
the governm ent officers are w ithdraw n, the train ing 
acquired  by them  is lost to the m ovem ent.

c. Sm all societies may have been useful in the 
intial stages of the m ovem ent. H owever, in several 
countries the m ovem ent is now several decades old. 
It is the general experience that the small societies 
cannot deliver the goods in economic term s. A m ah 
gam ation of such societies into economically viable 
units should therefore be encouraged.

d. T here  should be clear dem arcation of functions 
betw een the elected board and  the m anager. And 
the m anager should be delegated w ith adequate 
powers to enable him  to take quick decisions and 
carry out the m anagem ent functions effectively.

e. A factor in the success o f cooperative societies 
is to give d u e  recognition to the good work done by 
the employees. Also consultation w ith employees 
in a proper m anner could lead to higher productivity.

f. Consultative Com m ittees com prising the em p
loyees to advise the m anagem ent can be very useful 
in building up cordial and  proper relations between 
the m anagem ent and  the employees, a  key factor 
for the successful operations of a large enterprise.

L ead ersh ip  Q u a lities  R eq u ired  in  M anagers
A leader was defined as “ a person who is able 

to perceive and  define goals clearly and who would 
organise and  direct efficiently hum an and other 
resources a n d  develop a strategy of action for 
achieving the desired goals” . In  the qualities re 
quired  of a leader, therefore, the following may be 
listed as the  most im portant :
a. T he leader should be knowledgeable and should 

have the intellectual ability to recognise, analyse 
and  solve problems.

b. H e should be skillful in hum an  relations and 
he should respect individually , dignity and the 
needs o f the  m em bers in the  group.

c. H e should possess superior m otivation.
d . H e should have the ability to com m unicate 

effectively. In  the case of cooperative organi
sations, the knowledge of and  the faith in coope
rative ideals is of utm ost im portance.

(Continued on page 33)
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A COOPERATIVE COURSE FOR 

MALAYSIAN TEACHERS

T H E  first Cooperative Course for Secondary 
School T eachers of M alaysia was held at the  M alayan 
Cooperative College, Petaling Jaya , from 28th Ju ly  
to 2nd A ugust 1969. T he week-long residential

School teachers are seen attend ing  the train ing  course.

course was organised, jointly by the Cooperative 
U nion of M alaysia, the M alayan Cooperative College, 
M inistry o f Education, G overnm ent o f M alaysia and 
the IC A  Regional Office and  E ducation Centre 
for Sonth-Asia, New Delhi. T h e  course, inaugurated  
by H on’ble M inister o f A griculture and  Cooperation, 
Federation o f M alaysia, was attended by 65 secondary 
school teachers from different parts of M alaysia as 
well as by some M alaysian Cooperative Officers. 
From  the I.C .A . Regional C entre, D r. D harm  V ir, 
Jo in t D irector (Education Centre) partic ipated  in the 
above course. T he course was conducted  in  M alay 
and  English languages.

T he m ain  purpose of the course was to orient 
secondary school teachers about im portan t m ethods 
an d  techniques of organising school cooperatives. 
I t  may be noted that the M alaysian M inistry of 
Education has decided to in troduce studen ts’ co
operatives in  the secondary schools. Som e selected 
schools have already launched such cooperatives on 
a pilot basis. T he Division of Cooperative Develop
m ent, Federal M inistry of A griculture an d  Coope
ration, have prepared a set of m odel bye-laws for 
school cooperatives.

T he participants of the course were briefed about 
the need and  im portance of the Cooperative M ove
m ent, its principles and practices. M r. N . A. 
K ularajah , M anaging D irector of M alaysian Coope
rative In su rance  Society, K uala L um pur an d  a 
M em ber of the  I.C .A . Advisory Council for South- 
East Asia gave a lecture to them on “ the H istory and 
R ecent D evelopm ents in the M alaysian Cooperative 
M ovem ent.” T h e  m ethods of organisation and 
working of the school cooperatives in  different 
countries of the world were explained to the 
participants. T hereafter they discussed the possi
bilities and  the problem s o f organising students’ 
cooperatives in different types of secondary schools 
in M alaysia. A short study visit to cooperative 
institutions in an d  around K uala L um pur including 
the cooperative bookshop recently organised a t the 
U niversity of M alaya under the guidance of veteran 
M alaysian Cooperator, Prof. U nku Aziz who is now 
the V ice-Chancellor of the U niversity, were arranged  
for them .

O pening session of the training course.

As the course was a residential one, the partic i
pants got an  opportunity  of living together an d  in
formally discussing common problems. T hey sugges
ted that the orientation courses should be followed up 
by practical work in the field and  further train ing 
course for teachers about m ethods & techniques of 
Cooperation.

T he course cam e to a successful end after 
distribution of certificates am ong the participants. #
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REGIONAL CENTRE CELEBRATES
47TH COOPERATIVE DAY

A M E E T IN G  was organised to celebrate the In 
ternational Cooperative D ay at the Regional Office 
and  Education Centre of the In ternational Coopera
tive Alliance on 5th Ju ly  1969 and it was a great 
success. M r. Jag jivan  R am , M inister for Food, Agri
culture, Com m unity D evelopm ent and  Cooperation, 
G overnm ent of Ind ia  was the C hief Guest. T he 
m eeting was presided over by M r. B. V enkatappiah, 
C hairm an, IC A  Advisory Council for South-East 
Asia. T he gathering consisting o f distinguished 
guests and Cooperators from national and  other 
cooperative institutions in  Delhi was addressed 
by the Chief Guest, M r. Jagjivan Ram ; M r. M.S. 
Gurupadasvvamy, M inister of State in the M inistry 
of Food, A griculture, C om m unity D evelopm ent and 

f Cooperation; D r. Jo h n  M cD iarm id, R esident R ep
resentative of the U N ; M r. Cedric Day, Deputy 
Regional R epresentative of the FAO; M r. P.M . 
M enon, D irector o f the IL O  Branch Office in India; 
and  M r. Brahm  Perkash, M .P., General Secretary 
of the N ational Cooperative U nion of India.

M r B. V en k atap p iah  welcomed the guests 
and  m ade brief in troductory rem arks about the 
In ternational Cooperative Alliance and  its Regional 
Office and  Education Centre for South-East Asia. 
H e explained how the activities of the ICA had 
helped the Cooperative M ovem ents in the Region.

M r P.E. W eeram an, ICA R egional Officer for 
South-East Asia, read  out the IC A  D eclaration and 
the messages received from a num ber o f M em ber- 
O rganisations in the Region.

M r M .S. G u ru p ad asw am y broadly outlined 
the usefulness of the activities of the ICA in the 
Region of South-East Asia and m entioned th a t the 
training program m es and  technical assistance acti
vities of the ICA had  been very helpful to the 
Cooperative M ovem ent in In d ia . H e w ished that 
th e  useful work being done by the ICA  in the Region 
w ould be expanded further an d  the message of 
Cooperation spread far an d  wide.

In terna tiona l Cooperative Day Celebrations, 1969, being addressed by M r M . S. G urupadasw am y.
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D r J o h n  M cD iarm id  R esident R epresentative 
of the UN, conveyed greetings and  best wishes to 
the ICA  on behalf of his O rganisation and  said that 
the U nited  N ations recognised the very great im por
tance of cooperatives in the social and  economic 
developm ent o f developing nations as expressed by 
the recent resolution of the General Assembly.

M r C edric D ay while conveying greetings on 
behalf o f  the D irector-G eneral of FA O , referred to 
the close collaboration that existed betw een the ICA 
and  the FA O . He added  th a t in countries like 
Ind ia , g reater a tten tion  should be paid to im proving 
the quality o f cooperatives ra ther than  on increasing 
their num ber.

M r P.M . M enon  conveyed greetings to the 
IC A  on behalf of the D irector-G eneral o f the IL O . 
M r M enon said that the IL O  had the com m on aim 
w ith the IC A  of contributing to the developm ent 
of the Cooperative M ovem ent in  order to improve 
the social and  economic conditions of people in the 
various parts of the  world. IL O  paid  special 
attention to the needs of the workers in this connec
tion.

Speaking on behalf of the  Ind ian  Cooperative 
M ovem ent, the G eneral Secretary of the  N ational 
Cooperative U nion of Ind ia , M r B rahm  P erk ash  
thanked the ICA  for m aking technical gu idance 
available to the Ind ian  Cooperative M ovem ent in 
its leadership programmes. M r. Perkash m ade a 
brief reference to the governm ent’s control over 
cooperative institutions and felt th a t this control 
should be rem oved as soon as possible so that 
cooperative institutions could handle the ir own 
affairs independently  and on dem ocratic lines. H e 
w anted cooperative leaders to find a solution to 
this problem as it was necessary to m ake the Co
operative M ovem ent a people’s m ovem ent w ith 
the least possible delay.

T he C hief Guest, M r J a g jiv a n  R am , conveyed 
on behalf of the G overnm ent o f Ind ia  an d  on his 
ow n, w arm  greetings to the IC A  on the occasion. 
H e said that the w orld was passing through a criti
cal stage. H um anity wanted peace in order that it 
may progress. Cooperation had always been regarded 
as a way to social an d  economic developm ent. T he 
M inister said tha t profits in a cooperative institution 
were not as im portant as provision o f efficient service 
to m em bers.

In  a cooperative world we would be able to 
help each o ther m ore freely. A pocket o f poverty 
in a place m ight create problem s for an area of 
prosperity som ewhere else.

T he M inister said that our intention should be 
to run  cooperatives effectively and on dem ocratic 
lines ra ther than allow them  to be exploited by 
vested interests o f any sort. A cooperative society, 
operating successfully, would bring social and  
economic dignity to its m em bers.

The M inister firmly believed that institutions 
like the In ternational Cooperative Alliance could 
play a significant role in bringing a cooperative 
world into existence.

M r W eeram an, proposing a vote of thanks to 
the  gathering m entioned that the Cooperative M ove
m ents in this part of the world were governm ent- 
sponsored m ovem ents and  therefore both the govern
m ent and the Cooperators should take equal respon
sibility for the success or otherwise of the m ovem ent. 
H e said tha t the participation of the governm ent in 
the Cooperative M ovem ent m ust be regarded  as 
only tem porary and  that a target date should be 
fixed for w ithdraw ing  governm ent direction and 
control o f the m ovem ent. Too sudden a w ithdraw al 
would create difficulties. In  his opinion a period 
o f about tw enty years m ay be sufficient w ithin 
which governm ent could w ithdraw  its participation  
gradually, thus allow ing cooperative institu tions to 
function as tru ly  autonom ous bodies.

M r. W eeram an gratefully m entioned the assistance 
received from the Swedish Cooperative M ovem ent 
and the Swedish International D evelopm ent A utho
rity annually for the Education Centre o f the ICA . 
These financial resources to w hich m ovem ents in  the 
Region also contribute have enabled the Alliance 
to carry on the educational activities for the Coope
rative M ovem ents o f countries ranging from Iran  
to A ustralia.

Present on the  occasion also were: M r Francis 
Soosay, H onorary Secretary of the Cooperative 
Union o f M alaysia and M r S. A nania o f the FAO 
and Secretary of the Liaison Com m ittee o f the 
IL O -FA O -IFA P-IC A  for the promotion of Coope
ration.

After the tea party , which followed, the guests 
were shown a Swedish film entitled “ W ithout Boun
daries”  w hich depicted cooperative activities in 
South-East Asia.

M E S S A G E S  R E C E I V E D

Message : “ T he President, Councillors and  m em bers 
o f this Federation send greetings to you on the 
occasion of In ternational Cooperative Day. M em 
bers of Cooperatives in  this country have long been
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aware oi the valuable contribution to economic 
problem s that the Cooperative way is able to make.

“ O u r endeavour will be at all times, to uphold 
the newest principle accepted as governing our 
activities, nam ely—a closer cooperation am ongst 
cooperatives.

“ We send good wishes for the success of the 
function you are planning to hold at the Regional 
Oflice in connection w ith the In ternational Coope
rative I 'a y .”

It'.It'. Raivlinwn, Secretary
Cooperative Federation of Australia.

A im  age : “ T he President and Directors of the Co
operative Federation o f Ceylon deem  it a pleasant 
privilege—on behalf of nearly eight and  a half 
million Cooperators in the country to send their 
cordial and  cooperative greetings and sincere good 
wishes to all those Cooperators assem bled in ceri- 
monial meeting at the ICA Regional Office in New 
Delhi on the occasion of 47th International Coope
rative Day Celebrations.

“ The Cooperative Day has become an occasion 
for stock taking, a valuable opportunity to review 
the progress m ade and to resolve to take steps for 
renew ed efforts for the future.

“ T he Cooperative M ovem ent in Ceylon owes a 
deep debt of gratitude to the International Coopera
tive A lliance—especially the Regional Office and 
E ducation Centre, for all the m aterial assistance and 
moral encouragem ent it has given us ever since its 
inception, and for the role it has played to foster 
international cooperative solidarity.

“ W hilst assuring the ICA  our continued goodwill 
and friendly relations we pledge our cooperation 
and collaboration w ith the ICA and its Regional 
Oflice and Education C entre in all their endeavours 
to propagate cooperative principles and ideals and 
prom ote friendly and economic relations between 
cooperative organisations of all types—both national 
and in ternational.”

Edmund Wijesuriya, Af.P.
President, Cooperative Federation of Ceylon.

Message : “ I am happy to learn that the Regional 
Office and E ducation C entre of the International 
Cooperative Alliance for South-East Asia will be 
observing In ternational Cooperative Day. The 
sanctity of celebrating the Cooperative Day each 
year is that it rem inds us of understanding the uni

versally accepted cooperative principles, cooperative 
brotherhood and solidarity. It also rem inds us of 
the responsibilities tow ards the economic develop
ment ol the people in various countries especially 
ot the weaker sections thereof. T rem endous efforts 
are necessary to bring about some sense of equalitv 
in the economic status of the people all over the 
world. W ith this objective in view w hat is needed 
in Ind ia  and  other countries is to strengthen coope
rative efforts both extensively and  intensivelv. Let 
us on this auspicious Day review  our achievem ents 
and  failures and take a pledge to rededicate ourselves 
to serve the cause of the Cooperative M ovem ent so 
that the aspirations of the people may be fulfilled 
at the earliest.

“ O n behalf of the Cooperative M ovement of 
Ind ia , I send the best wishes for the occasion.”

Brahm Perkash, ALP.
General Secretary, 

N ational Cooperative U nion of India.

Message : “ O n this m em orable occasion when
m illions of cooperative m em bers throughout the 
world are celebrating the 47th In ternational Coope
rative Day and are  rejoicing in the successful 
achievem ents of the Cooperative M ovem ent, the 
C entral Organisation for R ural Cooperatives of Iran, 
w hich constitute the new m em bers of the Alliance, 
and is actively engaged in prom oting the aims and 
objectives in this part o f Asia, is extremely pleased 
to avail itself of this opportunity  to express on behalf 
of 1,200,000 Iranian farm er-m em bers of cooperatives, 
its sincere greetings to the cooperative com m unity 
in general, and to the leaders of the Alliance in 
particular, and to wish the A lliance greater success 
and  the com plete relaisation of its aims in the years 
ahead ."

H. Mossaed, Managing Directo) 
Central O rganisation for R ural 

Cooperatives of Iran.

Message : “ O n the occasion of the 47th In te rn a
tional Cooperative Day, the Credit and Housing 
Cooperative Society of Iran  extend their most sincere 
cooperative greetings to their fellow-C’.ooperators 
in the Region and everywhere in the w orld.’-

(*. A. A n.s a ri, D irecto r- Genet a I 
Credit and H ousing Coop. Society of Iran .

Cable : “ O n the auspicious occasions of the In te r
national Cooperative Day our Society (Sepah Con
sum ers Cooperative) joins the o ther world Cooperative 
M ovem ents in sending our best sincere greetings and
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felicitations to an organisation w hich is solely devoted 
to the sacred cause of cooperation. I t is only through 
cooperation that we can achieve everlasting peace 
and  happiness in this w orld .”

General Manager
Sepah Consumers Cooperative, Iran.

Cable : ‘'G reetings to International Cooperative Day 
and best wishes for further developm ent of the 
In ternational Cooperative A lliance.”

Chairman
Japanese Jo in t Com m ittee of Cooperatives.

Cable : “ We sincerely congratulate In ternational Co
operative Day and wish further developm ent of 
C ooperative M ovem ent in Asian C ountries.”

President
Japanese Consum ers Cooperative Union.

Cable : “ O n the occasion of 47th International Co
operative Day, I extend my heartful congratulations 
to you for excellent achievem ent of the IC A  and its 
Asian Regional Office in developm ent of Cooperative 
M ovem ent.”

Bong Kyun Suit. President 
N ational Agricultural Cooperative Federation

R epublic of Korea.

Cable : “ H eartiest greetings on 47th In ternational 
Cooperative Day from 3,000 cooperatives and
16 lakh Cooperators of W est Pakistan. We are  proud 
of the extrem ely valuable work being done by the 
IC A  Regional Office and E ducation C en tre .”

Muhamad Muslim. Secretary 
West Pakistan Cooperative Union.

Celebrations in the Region 
C E Y L O N

G O V E R N O R -G E N E R A L  PA YS T R IB U T E  T O  
C O O P E R A T IV E  M O V E M E N T

Economic developm ent of the country which 
would ensure a higher standard  of living for the 
people was the foremost aim of any governm ent or a 
political party. The vital role of the “ Cooperative 
M ovem ent in that national undertaking was an  enor
mous o n e / said Air W illiam G opallaw a, Governor- 
G eneral at the International Cooperative Day cele
brations held on Ju ly  5, 1969 in K andy, Ceylon's 
Hill Capital.

Messrs M . D. Banda, M inister of Food and Agri
culture: T. B. Panabokke, C hairm an of the People's

Bank and  a m em ber of the Royal Commission on 
Cooperatives: E dm und W ijesuriya, M P and C hair
m an of the Cooperative Federation of Ceylon; and 
W. Pathirana, Commissioner of Cooperative Deve
lopment, were am ong those who participated in the 
celebrations.

T he d ay ’s program m e w hich included m am m oth 
procession through the streets of K andy, a mass rally 
and oriental dance displays, was organised by the 
Cooperative Federation of Ceylon in conjunction 
with the m ain unions in the K andy, Nuw'ara 
Eliya, Kegalle and  M atale districts.

A colourful procession w ith thousands of Coopera
tors, m en, women and  children, from all the d istri
cts bearing banners and  flags, over 30 K andyan 
troupes, hundreds of vehicles and floats, repesenting 
the scores of industrial cooperative societies and 
unions, danced an d  sang its way to the m eeting 
grounds.

T he Governor-G eneral said that the m ovem ent 
was m odelled on the golden rule of “ one for all and 
all for one”  and based on lofty principles. T here  
was hardly any productivity, trading or economic 
undertaking that could not be successfully worked 
through the cooperative way. Being a movement 
intended not for personal gain but for the common 
good of the  com m unity as a whole, the economic 
potential of m ovem ent was im m ense—thus its world
wide popularity.

Beginning 58 years ago from credit societies, 
today in Ceylon it covered a w ide range of under
takings.

He said that whilst jub ilating  over their gains 
through the m ovem ent, it was the Cooperators’ du ty  
to give thought to the shortcomings of the m ove
ment and  avoid these for the greater good of the 
movem ent.

P e o p le ’s  M o v e m e n t

M r E dm und W ijesuriya, President of the Co
operative Federation said that in a world-w ide pro
gram m e, 62 nations in the world were celebrating 
the Cooperative Day on that day. In  this country 
they have already proved that the movem ent was 
truly a people's organisation.

He called upon the people to look at the record 
of service of the m ovem ent in the im m ediate past. 
It was the sole agency through which loans w ere 
granted to those engaged in the national food drive. 
It had not only seen to it that these loans were used
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for the purpose it was intended but had also 
ensured that the loans given by the People’s Bank 
through the m ovem ent were repaid upto 90 per 
cent.

T he m ovem ent was also the sole d istributor of 
rice and other essential com m odities. T he efficien
cy and  devotion, the m ovem ent had brought upon 
to bear on that national task was proved by the fact 
tha t not a single householder had  so far reported 
that he or she had been deprived of the rice rations 
and other essential commodities.

Air M . D. Banda, M inister for Food and  Agri
culture, said that the people and the governm ent 
jointly owed a deep debt of g ratitude apart from 
other services, for the role the Cooperative M ovement 
had played in the food drive in cooperation with 
the People’s Bank. To begin w ith, governm ent had 
misgivings about the success of the loan schem e in 
particu lar to the paddy farmers. Thanks to the 
joint elforts of the Bank and  the movem ent it had 
been a signal success. T hus the movement had  not 
only helped to solve in a great m easure, the foreign 
exchange crisis the governm ent faced, but had  also 
taken the rural economy a great deal forwad.

They had every reason to be grateful to  the 
m ovem ent for all it had  done—and done with a 
great deal of success—in the food drive, in prom oting 
industries and for the successful m anner in w hich it 
had handled the scheme of d istribu ting  the nation’s 
essential food com m odities and the guaranteed pu r
chase scheme etc.

I R A N

T he 47th In ternational Cooperative Day was 
observed in an elaborate m anner throughout Iran  
on the 5th Ju ly  by the Cooperative O rganisations.

His Im perial M ajesty the Shahanshah Arya M ehr 
of Iran  in a message to m ark the In ternational Co
operative Day, which, was read by the Labour 
M inister, His Excellency Abdol M ajid M ajidi, at a 
special function held at the M inistry of Labour, said 
that national and  in ternational Cooperative M ove
m ents could lead to the  establishm ent of just eco
nomic and social relationship between the peoples 
of the world despite social, ideological and religious 
differences. The Shahanshah sa'd that Iran had de
cided to confirm existing regulations with the coope
rative spirit and needs and  to “ set up the coopera
tive flag in the farthest points of the country.”

His Im perial M ajesty said, T ran  had accepted 
the fact that Cooperative M ovem ents constituted an

effective factor in attain ing the country’s economic 
and  social goals.”

M essage received from the ICA H eadquarters 
was read by M r. J .  Sassani, M anaging Director of 
the  U nion of the Consum er Cooperatives, who is 
also the Iran ian  m em ber on the ICA Advisory 
C ouncil for South-East Asia.

T he Iran ian  M inister for Land Reforms, His 
Excellency Abdol Azim Y alian said that it was 
necessary that a national cooperative order should 
be created with the participation of all and not 
only by organisations and m inistries.

J A P A N

T he 47th In ternational Cooperative Day was 
celebrated by the Japanese Cooperative M ovement 
with great enthusiasm  throughou t the country on 
Saturday, the 5th of Ju ly  1969. Special meetings, 
rallies and celebrations were organised by national 
cooperative organisations and  other cooperative insti
tutions.

T he Japanese Jo in t Com m ittee for Cooperatives, 
on which three M ember-Ort>anisations of the ICA 
in Japan  are represented, produced several items of 
publicity to increase understanding  about coopera
tion am ong the people of Jap an . T he JJC , ia add i
tion to organising special m eetings, produced and 
widely d istributed a sonic-sheet, for the first time 
prepared for the occasion, containing the ICA 
D eclaration, activities of the IC A  and three songs 
in Japanese touching on consum er, agriculture and 
fishery aspects of the Japanese Cooperative M ove
m ent.

P A K I S T A N

T he 47th International Cooperative Day was 
celebrated by the East Pakistan Cooperative Union 
L im ited on 5th Ju ly , 1969 at the cooperative audito 
rium  “ Sam abaya Sadan” at Dacca. T he function 
was attended by a num ber of Cooperators who re
presented cooperative organisations and cooperative 
departm ent of East Pakistan. K han  Bahadur Jasi- 
tnudd in  A hm ed, Chairm an of the Cooperative Fede
ration of Pakistan who was the chief guest, read out 
the ICA Declaration.

Among those who addressed the m eeting were: 
M r A. Z. M. Nasir U ddin , CSP. Jo in t Registrar of 
Cooperative Societies. M r A. A. M. Im aul H uq, 
former General Secretary of the U nion, Kazi N a/rn i 
Islam , a leading poet, Begum A khtar Ja h a n  Khan 
and others. 9
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T E C H N I C A L  A S S I S T A N C E  & C O O P .  T R A D E

F A O -IL O -IC A -IF A P  J O IN T  P R O G R A M M E

M r. S. A nania, Agricultural Credit Specialist, 
F. A. () ,.  R om e, and m em ber of the Liaison 
Committee, FA O -IL O -IC A -IFA P Jo in t Program m e, 
visited tlie IC A  Regional Centre during Ju ly  1969. 
He discussed with officers of the Centre agricultural 
processing projects, subm itted earlier to the Regional 
C entre, and which have been referred to the Jo in t 
Program m e for assistance. Country notes on the 
Republic of K orea and Ceylon have been prepared 
by the Regional Centre for consideration by the 
Liaison Com m ittee of the Jo in t Program m e scheduled 
to meet on August 28th, 1969 in H am burg.

SE C O N D  A SIA N  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  
T R A D E  FA IR

As reported in th e ju n e  1969 issue of this Bulletin, 
the IC A  along w ith some cooperative trading organi
sations in the Region will be participating in the 
Second Asian In ternational T rade Fair to be held at 
T eheran (Iran) betw een O ctober 5 and  24, 1969. The 
ICA had earlier booked a stall in the In ternational 
Hall at the Fair for this purpose. Participating co
operatives have already started sending the infor
m ation m aterial photographs, etc. for display at the 
T rade Fair.

P R O JE C T  D ISC U S SIO N S  IN  C O L O M B O

M r. M . \  . M adane, Jo in t D irector (Technical 
Assistance including T rade) accom panied by Mr, 
Spartaco A nania of the FAO, visited Ceylon and 
discussed the various aspects of the technical 
assistance projects subm itted to the IC A  by the 
Cooperative Federation of Ceylon. They also 
collected m aterial for the Country Note to be pre
pared lor discussions at the Liaison Com m ittee of the 
FA O -IL O -IC A -IFA P Jo in t Programme.

B H O R  C O O P E R A T IV E  D A IR Y  B U IL D IN G  
M A K E S R A P ID  P R O G R E S S

T he construction work of the building for the 
dairy being established by the M aharash tra  State 
Cooperative M ilk Federation near Poona (India) is 
making rapid progress. It is expected th a t the 
building would be ready for installation of m achinery 
by the m iddle of O ctober this year.

T he W est G erm an Consumers Cooperative 
Congress is assisting the project with machinery and 
equipm ent valued at about DM . 550.000.

FA C O M A  C O N F E R E N C E

T he Second N ational Conference of the A gri
cu ltural Cooperative League o f the Philippines, 
Inc ., held at Los Banos (Laguna) during Ju ly  1969, 
was attended  by M r. M. V. M adane, Jo in t D irector 
(Technical Assistance including T rade), as a re
source person. T he Conference was jointly spon
sored by the A gricultural Cooperative League of the 
Philippines, A gricultural Credit & Cooperative In sti
tu te , A gricultural C redit A dm inistration, C entral 
Cooperative Exchange, Inc ., Fedrich Ebert Stiftung, 
A gricultural Productivity Commission and the Grain 
M arketing Cooperatives of the Philippines, Inc. T he 
Conference was a ttended  by about 100 participants 
and observers.

M r. M adane in troduced two papers at the 
Conference, one on In ternational Cooperative T rade, 
and  the other on Cooperative M arketing.

AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS GIFT TO  
CEYLON

T he audio-visual equipm ent worth over USS 
1,400, which is a gift to the Cooperative Federation 
of Ceylon has reached Colombo. M r. M . V. M adane, 
Jo in t Director, Technical Assistance including Trade, 
who stopped over in Colombo on his way from 
Singapore, has handed  over the shipping docum ents 
to the authorities of the Federation.

T he gift was m ade possible through a grant from 
the ICA D evelopm ent Fund. #
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REGIONAL NEWS ROUNDUP

I N D I A

COOP. TRAINING  AND EDUCATION  
CONFERENCE W O R K SH O P

T he Committee for Cooperative T rain ing of the 
N ational Cooperative U nion of Ind ia  conducted an  
all-Ind ia  Conference and  W orkshop on Cooperative 
T rain ing  and E ducation a t Bangalore on Ju ly  25-30 
1969. 150 participants representing Cooperative
D epartm ents, national and  state cooperative unions, 
national and state cooperative training institutions 
attended.

T he Conference was inaugrated by Prof. D. R . 
G adgil, C hairm an of the C C T  who is also the D eputy 
C hairm an of the P lanning Commission of India. The 
Conference discussed the following subjects; (i) 
Cooperative T rain ing , (ii) Cooperative Education, 
and  (iii) A dm inistrative set-up and  Coordination.

T he Conference was later d iv ided  into five 
working groups w hich discussed in details ways and 
means for the developm ent of cooperative training 
and  education in Ind ia . T h e  groups took up the 
following subjects : (i) Syllabi o f general basic course 
and  special courses in cooperative banking, coope
rative credit, (ii) T eaching  aids and training 
techniques, (iii) tra iners’ training, (iv) Exam inations, 
(v) Correspondence courses.

From  the IC A  R egional Centre, M r Shiro 
Futagam i, D eputy D irector, participated in  the 
Conference.

ONW ARD M ARCH OF TH E INDIAN  
CO O P. M O VEM ENT

T he second part of the Statistical Statem ent 
relating to the Cooperative M ovem ent in India 
giving the progress of the non-credit cooperative 
societies during 1966-67 has been published by the 
Reserve Bank of Ind ia .

T he statem ents indicate th a t the num ber o f  all 
types of non-credit cooperatives in Ind ia  stood at
1,33,006 on 30th Ju n e  1967 representing a n  increase 
o f 812 societies during the year. M em bership of all 
these societies stood a t 17,289,990 and their working 
capital a t Rs. 7,623 million. W eavers’ societies 
12,946 an d  other types of industrial cooperatives 
33,994 continued to be the m ain group. T h e  
weavers societies were running , 550,970 looms had a 
m em bership of 1,333,021, working capital of Rs. 352 
m illion and  production of Rs. 525 million. O ther 
industrial societies had a m em bership of 1.1 million 
and  produced commodities valuing Rs. 281 million. 
66 spinning mills were w orking in the cooperative 
sector and  produced yarn valuing Rs. 115 million 
during the year under review.

Agricultural m arketing cooperatives num bered 
3,295 with a working capital o f Rs. 765 million. 
They m arketed agricultural produce w orth R s. 3,677 
million during the year. As a result of linkage of 
m arketing cooperatives w ith service cooperatives, the 
m arketing societies recovered loans totalling Rs. 122 
m illion out of the sale preceeds of the m em bers.

Sugar factories in the cooperative sector accoun
ted  for l/3 rd  of the national to tal sugar production 
and  cooperative cotton ginning and  pressing societies 
accounted for 1 /6th of total cotton -ginrred and  
pressed in the country. T here  were other 1,528 
processing cooperatives w hich processed 1.3 million 
quintals o f com m odities like paddy, oil seeds, fruit 
and  vegetables. T he num ber of wholesale consum er 
stores rose from 272 to 371 during  the year. T heir 
sales increased from Rs. 1,595 m illion to Rs. 1,902 
m illion during the year. T h e  num ber of prim ary 
stores rose from 13,077 to 13,837 during the year. 
T heir m em bership increased to  3.37 million from 
2.93 m illion and their sales increased to Rs. 1,954 
m illion com pared w ith Rs. 1,859 million during the 
last year.

T he num ber of prim ary housing societies stood 
a t 12,723 on 30th Ju n e  1967 showing an increase of

Prof. D. R. Gadgil addressing a C ooperative College P rincipals’ 
Conference. At extrem e left is M r Shiio  Futagam i of the ICA.
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958 during the  year. T he num ber of independent 
houses constructed  by them  was 15,541. In  addition 
they constructed  15,571 tenam ents.

TRAINING  PRO G RAM M E

T rain ing  program m es at the cooperative training 
colleges in In d ia  continued to operate according to 
the schedule. A special course on cooperative 
m arketing, a special course in cooperative banking, 
a special course in cooperative au d it and  a num ber 
of refresher courses are  in  session a t the  various 
colleges.

Eleven scholars from friendly neighbouring 
countries received train ing in cooperation in  Ind ia  
during  the last year.

ESSAY AND DEBATING C O M PETITIO N S

T h e Com m ittee for Cooperative T raining o f the 
National Cooperative U nion of Ind ia  is sponsoring 
inter-collegiate and  inter-university national debating 
contests on subjects relating to C ooperation during 
the acedem ic year 1969-70. T he com petitions are 
organised as a  m easure of encouraging the  student 
com m unity to take m ore positive interest in coope
ration, prom oting better appreciation o f the ideals 
and practice o f the m ovem ent in  the country , and 
fostering the grow th of cooperative leadership am ong 
them .

T he num ber of universities organising debating 
contests has been steadily increasing. D uring 
1968-69, 41 universities w ith 651 participants con
ducted  inter-collegiate debating com petitions as 
against 31 universities in 1)67-68.

I R A N

TRAINING  PRO G RAM M E OF RURAL COOPS.

In  view of the significant role o f m anagem ent 
training in the developm ent and prom otion of co

operatives, the C entral O rganisation for R u ra l 
Cooperatives o f I ra n  has, eversince its inception, 
paid special attention  to this im portan t function and  
has set up  train ing  courses for m anagers o f coope
rative societies.

D uring the year M arch 1968—M arch  1969, a 
total o f 1,802 m anagers of cooperative societies 
selected from  am ong farm ers and  peasants received 
training in the  principles o f cooperatives, book 
keeping, accounting and m anagem ent techniques of 
cooperatives. T hese training courses were conducted  
for a period of 30 days in 67 classes set up in  54 
provincial towns.

C E Y L O N  

CO O PERATIVE INDUSTRY

T he Industria l Sector of Ceylon Cooperative 
M ovem ent exported to Jap an  recently a new  Co
operative product nam ely “ Ceyesta”  w hich is a 
product of rubberised  coir suitable for m attresses, 
upholstry of furniture, car seats, bus and  tra in  seats, 
etc. T his is being produced by the All-Ceylon Co
operative Industries U nion. They are  now  ex
ploring the possibility of exporting their porduct to 
other countries as well.

M A L A Y S I A

CO O PERATIVE COLLEGE

T he Cooperative College of M alaysia w hich was 
established in  1956 has now becom e a Corporation 
by an  Act passed in  the Parliam ent of M alaysia. I t 
is an  autonom ous body under its new nam e “ T he 
Cooperative College M alaysia.”  T he College is 
presently engaged in revising its syllabus to cover 
m ore aspects of cooperative education. #

Please forward the publications mentioned overleaf to the following address by Registered Sea
m ail/A ir  Mail. Please send your bill for payment./Our cheque for $/Rs.................... is enclosed,
which includes an additional sum of Indian Re. 1.00 being the bank commission charged 
on Out-of-Delhi cheques.Pio
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ICA DELHI PUBLICATIONS

1. C oop erative  L ead ersh ip  in  South-E ast A sia . U S $1.05, Ind ian  Rs. 8.00.

2. R ole o f  C oop eration  in  Social and E con om ic D ev e lo p m en t. US S I.35, Ind ian  Rs. 10.00.

3. A gricu ltural C oop erative  C redit in  South-E ast A sia . US $3.00, Ind ian  Rs. 20.00.

4. E con om ics o f  C on su m er C oop eratives by M arian Radetzki (Cooperative Series 1)
US Cents 40, Ind ian  Rs. 3.00.

5. C oop eration  and S m all In d u str ies in  S o u th -E a st A sia  (Cooperative Series 2) by 
J . M. R ana, US Cents 20, Ind ian  Rs. 1.50.

6. F arm in g  G uidance in  th e  C oop erative M o v em en t in  Japan  by S. M iyakaw a (Cooperative 
Series 3) US Cents 35, Ind ian  Rs. 2.50.

7. C ooperative E d u cation —Report of the In ternational Conference. US $1.00, In d ian  Rs. 7.50.

8. E ducation  and V o lu n tary  M o v em en ts . US Cents 90, Ind ian  Rs. 6.50.

9. M anual for Study C ircle  L eaders. US Cents 70, Ind ian  Rs. 5.00.

10. C oop erative E d u cation  in  In d ia—an A pproach. US Cents 5, Ind ian  Rupees 0.50.

11. R esearch  in  C oop eration  in  Indian a R ev iew . US Cents 75, Ind ian  Rs. 5.00.

12. C oop erative T rad e D irectory  for South-E ast A sia  1967 and S u p p lem en t to  th e  D irectory  1968.
US $2.00, In d ian  Rs. 15.00.

13. D irectory  o f  C oop erative  P ress  in  South-E ast A sia . US Cents 15, Ind ian  R e. 1.00.

14. D irectory  o f  C oop erative  O rg a n isa tio n s in  South-E ast A sia . US Cents 50, Ind ian  Rs. 3.50.

15. T rad e U n io n s and  C oop eratives. US Cents 25, Ind ian  Rs. 2.00.

16. C oop erative H o u sin g . US Cents 25, Indian R s. 1.90.

17. A nnotated  B ib liograp h y  o f  L iterature P rod u ced  by th e  C oop erative M o v em en ts  in  South- 
E ast A sia . Yearly subscription. Issued half yearly. US $1.00. Ind ian  Rs. 7.50.

Publications to Indian patrons are sent per VPP while in other countries they are sent by registered 
sea mail. If the publications are required by air mail, additional postage will be charged. Cheques  
and other payment advices should be made in the name of “ the International Cooperative  
A l l i a n c e ,  N ew  D e lh i” and should include a sum of Indian Re. 1/- being the bank commission 
charged on Out-of-Delhi cheques. Please send your orders and enquiries to: The Publications  
Department, International Cooperative Alliance, Post Box 3021, 43 Friends Colony, New Delhi-14, India.

Publications Department 
International Cooperative Alliance, New Delhi.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
"WEERAMAN A TTENDS ICA CONGRESS

T he 24th Congress of the In ternational Coopera
tive Alliance will be held at H am burg , betw een 
Septem ber 1 and  4, 1969. T h e  Congress, held 
every th ird  year, will be a ttended  by approxim ately 
400 delegates representing th e  Cooperative M ove
m ents in the world.

M r. P. E. W eeram an, ICA Regional Officer for 
South-E ast Asia, has left New Delhi to a tten d  the 
Congress.

In  the course of his travel, M r. W eeram an will 
visit several European countries to m eet cooperative 
leaders and discuss with them  m atters o f  m utual 
interest.

DIPLO M A TS VISIT ICA

T heir Excellencies Jam es George, C anadian  High 
Com m issioner and  Siri Perera, the Ceylonese H igh 
Commissioner in In d ia  visited IC A  Regional C entre 
on 8th Ju ly , 1969.

-  T hese distinguished guests were taken round  
the building by the Regional Officer for South-East 
Asia, M r. P.E. W eeram an and  M r. J .M . R ana , 
D irector of the IC A  Education Centre. Activities of 
the ICA Regional Centre were explained to the 
two H igh Commissioners and a set of publications 
was presented to each o f  them  by the Regional 
Officer.

M r J .  M . R an a  (left) explaining the ICA L ibrary  facilities to 
M r Siri Perera, H igh Commissioner for Ceylon in India.

M r Jam es George (left) High Commissioner for C anada seen 
discussing technical assistance w ith M r P. E. W eeraman.

T h e  visit o f the two High Commissioners of 
Ceylon and  C anada together to the IC A  R egional 
C entre is significant because o f the close relationship 
that exists betw een the Cooperative M ovem ents of 
these countries for w hich ICA  is instrum ental to a 
considerable extent. It may be m entioned here 
that the IC A  at the  request of the Cooperative Fede
ration o f  Ceylon suggested the nam e of D r. A.F. 
Laidlaw , the G eneral Secretary o f the Cooperative 
U nion o f C anada and helped to secure his services 
as the C hairm an of the Royal Com mission on 
Cooperatives in Ceylon.

(■Continued on page 33)
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Our Visitors

M embers of the Board of Directors of the Mysore 
Cooperative Bank L im ited, Mysore; M r Francis 
Soosay, H onorary Secretary of the Cooperative 
Union of M alaysia; M r M ak K am  Hong and M r S. 
Sarmoni of the Singapore Cooperative Union Limi
ted: Trainees attending the Refresher Course at the 
Coopi’rative Instructors T ra in ing  Centre of the 
National Cooperative U nion of Ind ia , \m v  Delhi: 
T he D eputy General M anager of tlv' N ational

Cooperative CConsumer Federation L td., New  Delhi; 
M r Helge Luadberg of KF Secretariat, Stockholm , 
Sweden: Messrs Dieter Bielenstein and Erw in Kri- 
stolfedsen of Fredrich-Ebert Foundation: T he High 
Com m issioners of C anada and  Ceylon in India; 
State Cooperative Leaders a ttend ing  a conference 
organised by the N ational Cooperative Union of 
In d ia , #

AGENTS FOR OUR PUBLICATIONS

Arrangem ents have now been m ade for the distribution of ICA publications th rough the following 
reputed  book agenc ies. T he orders can now be placed for ICA  Publications through them .

B U R M A
M /s. T rade Corporation No. 
550-552 M erchant Street 
R a n g o o n

M A L A Y S I A
M  s. News and Periodicals Stores 
52 Bishop Street, Post Box 144 
P en a n g . Malaysia

M s. Jub ilee  (BO O K ) Store Lim ited 
97 Jalan Tunkn Abdnl R ahm an 
Post Box 629 
K u ala  L um pur

C E Y L O N
M s. Lake House Bookshop 
Post Box 244
100 Sir C hittam palam  G ardiner M aw ata 
C o lo m b o —2.

M s. FI. W. Clave & Com pany Limited
Post Box 25
C o lo m h o

S I N G A P O R E
M s M .P .II. D istributors Sdn Bhd 
71 77 Stamford Road 
Post Box No. 3 17 
S in g a p o re -6 .

T he H onoiary Secretary
University of M alaya C ooperative I R A N
Bookshop Limited T he D irector
Faculty of Economics and  A dm inistration D anesh Lim ited
University of M alaya 357 Av. Saadi
K u a la  L u m p u r  T e h e r a n , Iran .
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ICA-SCC S E M IN A R
(Continued from  [’age 20)

R E C R U IT M E N T  A N D  T R A IN IN G  O F  
E M P L O Y E D  P E R S O N N E L  

L a rg e  C o o p e r a tiv e  S o c ie tie s

Based 011 the experiences in Sweden, the sem inar 
felt tha t it was necessary to considerably improve 
the present m ethod of recruitm ent and  tra in ing  of 
personnel employed in the South-East Asian move
ments. For this purpose, proper recruitm ent poli
cies and procedures need to be laid dow n. I t  was 
also em phasised that in view of the speedy growth 
of the movement in some countries in this Region, 
unless m an power planning accom panied the p lann
ing for cooperative developm ent, the  m ovem ent 
would face great stresses and  strains.

M e m b e r  E d u c a tio n  : 
A im , C o n ten t a n d  O r g a n is a tio n

In  view of the great im portance of m em ber edu
cation, the sem inar felt that it was necessary to make 
specific arrangem ents for m em ber education in c lud 
ing the education of the elite m em bers and  the 
elected leaders.

C O N C L U SIO N

In  conclusion, it may be stated that some of the 
distinguishing features of the Asian Cooperative 
M ovem ents w hich would affect the principles of 
leadership and m anagem ent discussed at the Swe
dish sem inar include the existence of a more detailed 
cooperative law , the im portant role played by the 
governm ent in  cooperative developm ent and  in 
providing leadership and m anagerial personnel, the 
social and  economic stratification of Asian com m uni
ties,, and the low levels of general education and 
stall' training.

It was recognised that the transfer of knowledge 
acquired by the participants to their own movements 
and specifically to their own organisations is a 
difficult and slow process. W hile changes in poli
cies at national levels may not be easy to accom plish, 
the application of new ideas gathered by the parti
cipants to their own organisations and especially in 
their own jobs would be relatively easier. From 
this point of view the participants felt that the know 
ledge acquired by them  in Sweden was of conside
rable value to them  in the task of building up co
operative organisations from which they came. 0

N E W S IN  BRIEF
(Continued from  page 31)

G U N A W A R D A N A  A T T E N D S  SCC S E M IN A R

M r. Lionel G unaw ardana, Deputy D irector, 
ICA Education C entre attended the Sixth In te rn a
tional Cooperative Sem inar held from April 7 to 
Ju n e  14, 1969 in Sweden. O n his way to Sweden 
he visited In ternational Cooperative Alliance H ead
quarters in London and had discussions with the 
officials at the H eadquarters 011 matters of m utual 
interest.

He also visited Rochdale and Cooperative College 
Standford H all, Loughborough.

M r. G unaw ardana also paid a short visit to 
Finland and D enm ark and studied the Cooperative 
M ovements in those countries. #

“ W IT H O U T  B O U N D A R IE S ”
(Continued from  page 16)

trated by the fact that it has, through its develop
m ent agency SIDA - the Swedish In ternational 
D evelopm ent A uthority-started making available 
financial assistance to many technical assistance 
projects carried out w ith  the Fund. T he assistance 
given by the individual m em bers and the employees 
in the Swedish M ovem ent to the cooperatives in the 
developing countries has, in fact, through S ID A ’s 
support, been doubled in the recent years.

S y m b o l o f  C o o p e r a t iv e  S p ir it

T he Fund “ W ithout Boundaries” symbolises the 
cooperative spirit of the Swedish Cooperators and 
their desire to assist the efforts of bro ther C oopera
tors in the developing areas of the world in achieving 
economic developm ent through cooperative m ethod.

It can be said w ithout exaggeration tha t the 
“ W ithout B oundaries” F und  is an inspiring example 
w orth em ulating by the ( '• 'operators all over the 
world. A similar way of collecting funds can be 
im plem ented especially by Cooperative M ovem ents 
in the developing countries to finance their own 
educational and  other developm ent programmes.
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T  wenty-Fourth

ICA Congress in Ham burg
T H E  24T H  CO N G R ESS O F T H E  IN T E R 

N A T IO N A L  C O O P E R A T IV E  A LLIA N C E was 
held in  H am burg , Federal R epublic o f G erm any, 
from 1st to 4 th  o f Septem ber 1969. O ver 450 
delegates representing affiliated organisations of
44 countries participated.

T he Congress meets every th ird-year to elect its 
office-bearers and  the Executive Com m ittee, to 
consider the reports of its Central and  A uxiliary 
Com m ittees and  to determ ine its policies.

D r M auritz  Bonow, President of the In ternational 
Cooperative A lliance, in sum m arising the achieve
m ents o f the IC A  in recent years, pointed ou t tha t 
a num ber of national Cooperative M ovem ents had 
acted successfully as pressure groups in order to get 
im proved national legislation against cartels and  
other restrictive business practices.

T he President also stressed th a t efficiency m ust 
be linked w ith dem ocratic control and  said, “ I t is, 
therefore, quite proper tha t this Congress will have 
as one of its m ain them es for discussion “ contem 
porary cooperative dem ocracy” .

T he President devoted  a large part of his address 
to the grow ing gulf betw een the rich and  the poor 
countries w hich he characterised as “ the greatest 
problem  o f our tim es” . D r. Bonow stated  tha t 
the R esolution of U N  G eneral Assembly passed u n 
anim ously in D ecem ber last year on the “ Role of 
Cooperative M ovem ent in Economic and  Social 
D evelopm ent” and  w hich mentions the ICA by nam e, 
is a landm ark  in the  history of the W orld Coopera
tive M ovem ent........N ational Governm ents and in
ternational agencies could and should provide some 
o f the im portant pre-requisites, among them  suffi-

Opening session o f  the 24th Congress o f the International Cooperative Alliance.

D r Bonow also noted tha t the various Auxiliary 
Committees had constituted an efficient fram ew ork 
for a systematic exchange of experiences betw een 
the different forms of cooperative enterprises interest
ed in com m on activity.

“ Cooperatives, how ever” , he said, “ m ust define 
efficiency in term s of serving the consumer 
interest in the w idest sense o f the term  as is illustra
ted in the D eclaration of Consumer Rights w hich is 
before the Congress” .

cient finance, for massive technical assistance to 
Cooperation in developing countries. But the criti
cal element in this whole process o f cooperative 
developm ent, nam ely, the “ know-how” can be pro
vided only by the Cooperative M ovem ents in the 
donor countries in closest collaboration w ith Coop
erators in the recipient countries. We can assist at 
seminars, provide experts in education and last bu t 
not the least, second m anagerial talent and  give 
assistance in m anagerial training.
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D r B onow  R e-e lected

Dr Be now was unanim ously re-elected President 
o f the IC A  for an o th e r term . Messrs R. Southern 
(U .K .) and A.P. K lim ov (U .S.S R .) were elected 
Vice-Presidents.

T he following w ere elected to the Executive 
Com m ittee of the A lliance for the period 1969-1972:

S. Dreyer U.SA.
J . Ja lava Finland
T . Janczyk Poland
R. Kerinec France
R. K ohler Sw itzerland
P. Lam bert Belgium
B. M elvin Canada
J .  F. van N etten N etherlands
O. Paulig Federal R epublic 

of Germ any
J . Podlipny Czechoslovakia
V.N. Puri India
P. Soiland Norway
Lord Taylor of Gryfe U .K .

Besides reviewing the activities of the A lliance
during  the past three years including those of the 
Regional Office for South-East Asia and  the IC A  
Office in East A frica, the Congress adopted  a n u m 
ber o f resolutions relating to the developm ent of the 
Cooperative M ovem ent.

R eso lu tio n s

T he Congress in  a resolution on T echnical 
Assistance and  the D evelopm ent Fund expressed its 
appreciation of “ the excellent work done by several 
affiliated national Cooperative M ovements in giving 
generous technical assistance to developing coun
tries on a b ilateral basis” bu t emphasized the need 
“ for greater coordination to be achieved in terna
tionally w ith the aim  of providing w ider scope for 
m ultilateral ac tion” .

T he Congress welcom ed “ the Resolution 2459 
(X X III)  on the Role o f the Cooperative M ovem ent 
in Economic an d  Social Development, passed by the 
General Assembly o f the U nited  Nations in D ecem 
ber 1968, as well as the recom m endation on  the Role 
of Cooperatives, addressed to the governm ents of 
developing countries by the G eneral Conference of 
the In ternational L abour O rganisation in 1966, as 
most significant docum ents recognising the merits, 
im portance and- possibilities of the Cooperative 
M ovement ”  and  accepted “ the m oral, social, eco
nom ic and  educational responsibility o f the IC A

4

for contributing towards the solution of the urgent 
problems of the developing countries by m eans of 
m ore efficient prom otion o f C ooperation” .

T he resolution urged  “ the affiliated organisa
tions to increase substantially their contributions to 
the D evelopm ent Fund, in raising the finance for 
w hich they should start a wide-scale cam paign in 
their respective countries in com em orating the 
IC A ’s forthcom ing 75th A nniversary, and in this 
connection com m ends, am ong others, the practice 
w hereby m em ber-organisations donate 10% o f the 
sum raised for their own technical assistance pro
gram m es, and thus express most appropriately their 
feelings of international cooperative solidarity, by 
contributing to collections for the ICA D evelopm ent 
Fund as generously as possible”  and instructed the 
D irector of the  A lliance “ to examine and  report to 
the Central C om m ittee on the possibility of prescrib
ing a m inim um  rate  or rates at which the vaiious 
categories of m em bership o f affiliated organisations

Dr Mauritz Bonow is seen here addressing the Congress
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should contribute to the D evelopm ent F und  and 
authorises the Central Com m ittee to take appropriate 
action on the rep o rt” .

W orld  P eace

In  its resolution on W orld Peace, the Congress 
confirmed “ its belief that the most urgent problem  
in the world is the establishm ent of peace, for w ith
out it hum an survival is threatened , and the process 
of economic developm ent and  social progress are 
obstructed” and  asked “ its m em ber-organisations to 
do all they can to influence their na tional govern
ments to support the settlem ent of in ternational 
disputes by negotiation and  all m easures for disar
m am ent so tha t conditions may prevail w hich will 
enable all people to work peaceably for a higher 
standard  of living and for the elim ination of hunger 
and econom ic insecurity” .

C o n tem p o ra ry  C oop D em ocracy

T h e resolution on C ontem porary Cooperative 
Democracy, w hich was the m ain them e of discussion 
at the Congress, aroused great enthusiasm  am ong 
the delegates. T he resolution recom m ended to the 
affiliated m em bers the adaptation  of the dem ocratic 
system to the new economic structures so as to  pro
vide the m em bers of the societies w ith the m axim um  
opportunities for active participation; the  develop
ment of the dem ocratic structures in order to allow 
members, th rough their elected representatives, to 
direct and  control the policy of the M ovem ent and  
the utilization of m odern -audio-visual techniques in 
m em bership meetings and the developm ent of w ide
spread cooperative press.

T he resolution also recom m ended the develop
m ent of systems o f training for elected m em bers and 
the cooperative train ing o f m anagers and  technicians 
employed in the Cooperative M ovem ent. T h e  full 
text o f the resolution appears elsewhere in  this 
Bulletin.

INDIAN RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED  
BY THE CONGRESS

T he 24th Congress of the In ternational Coop
erative Alliance adopted the following resolution 
m oved by the N ational Cooperative U nion o f Ind ia  
on the T rain ing  o f Personnel in Developing C oun
tries :

“ T H E  24T H  C O N G R E SS O F  T H E  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  
C O O P E R A T IV E  A L L IA N C E

N O T E S that the success o f  the C ooperative M ovem ents in  
develop ing countries depends largely upon the availability  
o f  trained personnel for key positions;

R E C O R D S its h igh  appreciation o f  the work done by  
governm ents, in ternational organisations and advanced  
C ooperative M ovem ents for training such personnel;

T A K E S N O T E  o f  the recom m endations m ade by the 
International C onference on C ooperative E ducation  held  
by the A lliance in  February 1968 in N ew  D elh i, and in 
view  o f  the need  to coordinate and make the training  
progrm am es m ore relevant to the needs o f  the develop ing  
m ovements;

R E SO L V E S to  appoint a  Standing C om m ittee on  coop 
erative training and m anagem ent developm ent to  ensure a 
planned and coordinated  training program m e by the 
C ooperative M ovem ents o f  developed  countries and the 
International C ooperative T rain ing Centres and  w ith  a 
view  to  rationalising available facilities for the m axim um  
benefit o f the  C ooperative M ovem ents in the developing  
countries; and

R E Q U E S T S  the A llian ce to m ake an assessment o f  the 
requirem ents o f  the m ovem ents o f  developing countries in  
respect o f  training and  education  an d  to  take th e  
necessary follow -up action  includ ing the designing o f  
special courses to su it the special needs o f  a  country or 
group o f  countries h aving identical situations.”

T hree m ore resolutions m oved by the N ational 
Cooperative U nion o f Ind ia  on: (i) Study o f coop
erative legislation in  the  developing countries, (ii) 
Prom otion o f consum er and agricultural processing 
industries in developing countries, and  (iii) D evelop
m ent of in ternational trade by cooperatives in deve
loping countries, were also adopted by the Congress.

REGIONAL DIRECTOR
T h e designation of the head of the IC A  Regional Office and  E ducation  Centre for South-East Asia, 
New D elhi, has been changed from Regional Officer to R egio n a l D irecto r .

Similarly, the IC A  Officer for East and Central Africa, w ith headquarters a t M oshi, T anzania, 
has been re-designated Regional D irector.
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Indian  C oopera tor  
E lec ted  ICA E xecu tive  M en th a

A t the 24th In ternational Co
operative Congress, M r V. N.
P u ri of Ind ia  was elected to the 
Executive Com m ittee and  Techni
cal Assistance Sub-Com m ittee of 
the International Cooperative 
Alliance. M r Puri, President of 
the N ational A gricultural Co
operative M arketing Federation 
(of India) L im ited is also a m em 
ber of the Governing Council of 
the N ational Cooperative U nion 
of Ind ia . M r Puri is also a 
m em ber o f the ICA A gricultural 
Sub-Com m ittee for South-East 
Asia.

Leader o f the Indian Delegation to the Congress, Yuvaraj Udayhhansinhji, (second from left) 
is seen here with Mr. V-JV. Puri and Mr. J .B .L . Kachchi.

ICA Sees D an ger to  
D em ocracy  
in G reece

T he In ternational Cooperative Alliance in a 
resolution adopted by the 24th Congress of the 
IC A  held in H am burg  in Septem ber 1969, has 
once again re ite ra ted  the very strong feelings 
of Cooperators the world over against the 
situation in present day Greece. T he ICA, it 
m ay be recalled, had  already strongly pro
tested in 1967 against the curbing of dem ocracy 
in G reece w here dem ocratically elected Coop
erators had  been rem oved from  their positions 
in the M ovem ent.

T he following is the text of the Em ergency 
Resolution :
“ C O O PE R A T IV E  O R G A N IS A T IO N S  all over the 
w orld, affiliated to  the International C ooperative  
A lliance, observe w ith  great fear the situation in Greece 
where dem ocracy was liqu idated  after power was taken 
over by a fascist m ilitary junta.

“ T H E A U T H O R IT IE S  o f the International C ooperative  
A lliance have protested against the rem oval o f  the 
elected officers o f  the Greek C ooperative M ovem en t.”

“ T H E  24T H  C O N G R E SS O F  T H E  ICA supports this 
protest, and

“ D E M A N D S that terrorism against Cooperators cease, 
and that all im prisioned Cooperators and fighters for 
freedom  for the Greek N ation  be liberated , and

“ A SK S C ooperative O rganisations o f  the IC A  to  
support the fight o f  th e  Greek N ation  for D em ocracy, 
and the struggle for independence o f  the Greek C oop 
erative M ovem en t.”
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The Regional Officer Attends the Congress
M r P. E. W eeram an, Regional Officer for South- 

East Asia, attended  the recent Congress o f the ICA. 
He had an  opportunity of outlining the activities 
of the Regional Office and Education C entre for 
South-East Asia a t the pre-Congress m eeting of the 
Central Com m ittee. Excerpts from his speech are 
given below :

“ T he R egional Office though term ed an office 
for South-East Asia really operates in a very m uch 
w ider field, in twelve countries ranging from  Iran  
to A ustralia.

“ We are getting increasing support from  these 
m em ber-organisations. W hilst some countries share 
part of the local costs of our technical m eetings 
other countries like Ceylon and  M alaysia have 
offered to bear all the local expenses of our techni
cal m eetings. R ecently A ustralia has evinced m uch 
interest in our work. T hey  conducted a  Study 
Course in Cooperative M anagem ent in  A pril-M ay 
this year for Asian and  African participants in col
laboration w ith us. T h e  Japanese M ovem ent bears 
ha lf the cost of the m eetings o f our Advisory 
Council w hich is also the Board of Advisers of 
IDACA— the In stitu te  for the D evelopm ent of 
A gricultural Cooperation in Asia.
S w ed ish  A ss is ta n ce

“ T hese are very encouraging steps taken in 
support of ou r work. T he Swedish Cooperative 
M ovem ent, substantially assisted by the Swedish 
In ternational D evelopm ent A uthority, bears all the 
costs of our E ducation  C entre, w hich am ounts to 
80 per cent of the total expenditure on the Regional 
Office.

“ As the Swedish M ovem ent cannot be expected 
to increase substantially  the ir present very consider
able contribution to our work, I would take this 
opportunity to invite the attention of the Auxiliary 
Com m ittees to the possibility of assisting us in  our 
experts’ conferences and  seminars on the subjects 
w ithin their perview. In  this regard  I wish to 
express my g ra titude  to the Housing C om m ittee for 
their recent decision to explore the possibilities of 
assisting us in  our next sem inar on H ousing in 
M alaysia.
T ech n ica l A ss is ta n c e

“ This brings m e to the technical and  m onetary 
assistance w hich is now forthcom ing from the de
veloped movements to the developing m ovem ents 
of Asia. W e have form ulated several cooperative 
projects in several countries—India , Ceylon, Pakis
tan, K orea and  the Philippines. These projects are

receiving the atten tion  o f the ICA . I am  very glad 
to be able to say th a t the first o f  these projects, one 
for a milk processing plant in the State of M aha
rash tra  in In d ia , is now  under way thanks to the 
munificence of the G erm an Consum er Cooperative 
U nion. A nd I am  very happy to be able to express 
our gratitude to D r. Schum acher and  his U nion 
whilst we are  in G erm any itself.

“ T he A ustralian M ovem ent has offered technical 
assistance to the In d ian  M ovement in the form of 
train ing facilities in agricultural m arketing for two 
Indian  graduates employed by the Ind ian  M ovem ent. 
C oop E d u cation  & T ra in in g

“ T he great need in  the South-East Asian region 
for the cooperative education of m em bers, office
bearers an d  perm anen t staff cannot be over-em
phasised. A dded to  this is the need to educate the 
officials of the  Cooperative D epartm ents o f various 
countries for the G overnm ents o f these countries 
are actively prom oting the M ovem ent—in fact they 
are yet the m ore active prom oters. Furtherm ore, 
the G overnm ents o f these countries look to the Co
operative M ovem ent for the im plem entation of 
their schemes o f national development.

“ In  these countries, national developm ent 
depends upon the small producer. H e can be 
reached only by the Cooperative M ovem ent. T here
fore, the im portance o f the Cooperative M ovem ent 
cannot be over-emphasized. Because o f its federa
tive nature , the Cooperative M ovem ent is the m ost 
effective m edium  for developm ent at the grass-roots 
level.
A gricu ltu ra l S u b -C o m m ittee

“ In  this part of the world, the M ovem ent can 
do very m uch in the agricultural field. Therefore 
the setting up of a Sub-Com m ittee for A gricultural 
Cooperation in South-East Asia is a very significant 
an d  healthy step. O u r office acts as the secretariat 
of this Sub-Com m ittee as well.
R ole o f  th e  R eg io n a l O ffice

“ I t is our responsibility to make the Cooperative 
M ovem ents of the A sian region equal to the tasks 
before them , and  for this education and  re-education 
will be a continuous need. This, together w ith as
sistance in  particular projects in the various aspects 
of cooperative developm ent, should, in due course 
help to m ake the Cooperative M ovem ents of the 
South-East A sian region the self-reliant M ovem ents 
they should be. A nd to this end we in the  R egional 
Office shall serve the cause of Cooperation w ith  the 
utm ost conscientiousness.”
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ICAjNACF Joint Seminar on

Farm Guidance Through Agricultural
P  o

Cooperatives
D H A R M  V IR  & S H IR O  FU TA G A M I

T he Regional Sem inar on Farm  G uidance Acti
vities of A gricultural Cooperatives was held from 29th 
Septem ber to 17th O ctober, 1969 at Seoul in the 
R epublic of K orea in collaboration w ith the N ation
al A gricultural Cooperative Federation o f the R e
public of Korea. T h e  C entral Union o f A gricultural 
Cooperatives of Ja p a n  also collaborated by arrang
ing Study visits for the participants in Jap an  prior 
to the starting of the Sem inar in Korea. T h e  Semi
nar was a ttended  by 28 delegates and  observers 
from  Ceylon, Ind ia , I ra n , Jap an , R epublic o f K orea, 
Nepal, Philippines, T hailand , F.A .O . and I.L .O .

T he Sem inar was directed by D r D harm  V ir, 
Jo in t D irector and  M r Shiro Futagam i, D eputy D irec
tor, of the ICA  E ducation Centre. Among those 
who gave leactures a t the Sem inar were: M r M . A. 
Q uraishi, A dditional Secretary, Govt, o f India, 
M r M . Hasegawa, o f  Ja p a n , D r N am  K yu Chung, 
Executive V ice-President o f NACF, Korea, M r 
Hyo Chul Ahn, M anager of Research D ept. NACF,

M r Poo Young Lee, D eputy M anager o f Education 
and  P .R . Dept, o f NACF, Dr A. Braid. FAO and  
M r. T illy, o f I.LO .

O ne of the features of the Sem inar was the use 
o f three case studies on approaches used in farm 
guidance w ork in Jap an , R epublic of K orea and 
India. These case studies were prepared and 
presented by the experts from  the countries 
concerned. D uring their study visits in Ja p a n  
and  K orea, the two agricultural cooperatives on 
which case studies w ere prepared and  circulated 
were visited by the Sem inar participants for first
hand knowledge an d  detailed discussions.

O b jective o f  F arm  G uidance

T he main objective of farm  guidance activities of 
agricultural cooperatives is to create an  interest and 
willingness am ong farm ers to im prove their farm 
m anagem ent, and  for this purpose the society has

a  f e .  \  i  - i i . m  i :  /  /
ICA SOUTH -  EAST ASIA REGIONAL SEMINAR 
O N  F f lP M  G U I D A M tF  IN  A G R If l iL T U D A L  C O O D F D A T I V F S

Group photo o f the participants and observers who attended the Seminar.

Dr. D . V ir, Joint D irector, and M r Shiro Futagam i, D eputy D irector, IC A  E ducation  Centre.
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to extend assistance to farm ers in an  integrated way 
in the field o f finance, supply of production m aterial, 
m arketing techniques and  farm guidance. Farm  
guidance activities may include various aspects of 
agricultural m anagem ent. A gricultural cooperatives 
should decide the priority areas and establish closer 
collaboration and  coordination w ith all other in
stitutions concerned. An im portant pre-requisite

for successful farm  guidance is the existence of a 
common policy on farm m anagem ent im provem ent. 
O n the basis o f such a common policy, better in 
tegration and  coordination can be established.

T he im portant task of agricultural cooperatives is 
to change the simple reproduction process o f agri
culture into one of dynam ic and  expansive produc
tion. Therefore, farm  guidance activities o f  such 
cooperatives m ust be a process o f im plem entation of 
program m es for agricultural m odernization and 
education.

Subject A reas

T he m ajor subject areas as related to farm  gui
dance discussed in the Sem inar were :

the agricultural policy of the governm ent; land 
im provem ent schemes; research an d  socio-econo
mic surveys; the selection of crops to be produ
ced and  the question of bulk production; the 
production and m anagem ent program m e o f the 
whole village and  that of individual farmers; the 
standardisation of the quality o f agricultural pro
duce and  agricultural inputs; the form ation of 
com m odity groups; jo in t utilization of m achinery 
and  labour; planned production and protection,

and jo in t m arketing techniques; the im provem ent 
and production techniques o f farm ers and  the 
reduction of production costs; jo in t cost produc
tion, grading and checking facilities; a plan for 
farm m anagem ent and  life im provem ent; cooper
ative m em ber education and  inform ation; and  
the need o f trained personnel.

It was agreed that for the form ulation of a guidan
ce program m e and  its successful im plem entation 
cooperatives should obtain inform ation and  data  a t 
appropriate levels an d  preferably in collaboration 
w ith national organisations and  as a beginning 
m odern calculating m achines and  office equipm ent 
should be used by w ell-trained staff to expedite the 
task o f collecting inform ation an d  data.

P ro d u ctio n  P lan s

T he Sem inar was of the opinion that the follow
ing steps should be taken by cooperatives for for
m ulating and  im plem enting regional production 
plans in a country T he farm  guidance activities 
should be based on such plans as the business plans 
of local cooperatives:

1. Survery the capability o f the society and  its 
m em bers etc.

2. Convey the results of such a survey to the 
m em bers.

3. Select crops, w hich could be grow n w ith 
best benefit to the farm ers.

4. Assist in im plem enting the farm  production 
plans of the farm ers.

Group discussion in progress
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5. A rrange for cred it, supply of agricultural 
inputs, provision o f other services, storage, 
etc.

6. A rrange for the installation of processing 
plants.

7. A rrange for proper com m unications to faci
litate supply and  m arketing.

8. A rrange for tra ined  farm  guidance advisers.

9. Educate the farm ers.

10. Form  com m odity groups and  assist leaders of 
such groups.

11. A rrange for coordination am ongst the Ex
tension Officers o f the governm ent and  o f 
the societies.

T he Sem inar discussed the organizational struc
tu re , funds required , m ethods an d  techniques for 
farm  guidance through cooperatives an d  recom 
m ended several m easures in this behalf. T he Semi
nar also discussed in detail the setting up o f  com
m odity groups in the cooperative societies.

Im p o rta n ce  o f  C o m m o d ity  G roups
It was considered that the  commodity group is 

an  answer to the  perpetual conflict regarding the 
desirability of single-purpose vs. m ultipurpose coop
eratives. T he form ation o f com m odity groups avoids 
the necessity of a farm er joining several societies. 
A com m odity group encourages m em bers’ involve
m ent and  their in terest can be m aintained th rough
out the year. I t  polarizes leadership and  a t the 
same tim e disperses leadership tasks among m any.
I t  facilitates the propagation of new  ideas an d  the 
adoption of new  practices. I t  simplifies 
record keeping by the farm ers themselves. A com 
m odity group can lead to jo in t action at farm  level, 
and  also to the developm ent o f specialized 
services w hich aid production— e.g., controlled rais
ing of chicks up to a certain  period. I t  facilitates 
specialization by the cooperative farm guidance staff 
and  rationalizes the use o f  credit (supervised credit) 
and  facilitates the recovery of loans. A commodity 
group can help in  concentrating capital in profit
able lines of production ra th e r than  dispersing lim i
ted resources. I t  makes possible price stabilization 
over several years of the production  cycle. In  Japan  
this is achieved th rough the m onthly salary or long
term  average paym ent system . Lastly, it facilitates 
the work of N ational M arketing Boards and  Co
operative Federations.

1 0

E ffective  C oord in ation

T he Sem inar felt tha t only an  agency which can 
integrate agricultural research, education of person
nel and  extension for rural areas in shape of farm 
guidance will succeed in m aking effective con tri
bution to agricultural developm ent. Cooperatives 
can be an organisation w hich may integrate and  
coordinate efforts in this field and  effectively contri
bu te  to agricu ltural developm ent. It is only through 
an  efficient com bination o f research and  farm  guidan
ce especially through agricu ltu ra l cooperatives th a t 
possible plateaus and  declines in  agricultural develop
m ent could be foreseen and  the upw ard trend  m ade 
to last longer.

T he Sem inar discussed the role of different agen
cies in planning and  im plem entation of farm  guidan
ce activities in an  in tegrated  m anner particularly 
through agricu ltural cooperatives. I t  was suggested 
that coordination com m ittees consisting of representa
tives from relevant agencies should be form ed at 
different levels.

In tern a tio n a l A ss is ta n c e

T he Sem inar also considered the role of various 
in ternational organisations. I t  was felt th a t there 
was a need for closer coordination am ong these agen
cies in the field of financial and  technical assistance 
for cooperative developm ent. In  addition , all the 
agencies im plem enting agricu ltural or ru ra l develop
m ent plans should have departm en ts for research 
and  evaluation to assist p lanning, im plem entation 
and  constant evaluation o f the ir program m es. As
sistance (technical or financial) needed from  inter
national organisations in  p lann ing  and  im plem ent
ing projects on farm  gu idance was indicated. 
T echnical assistance from in ternational organiza
tions m ay concentrate in  the areas like supply of 
equipm ent, g ran t o f fellowships, assistance in re
search and  preparation  of case studies on the  systems 
o f farm  guidance through cooperatives in selected 
countries, and  securing o f experts.

R o le  o f  th e  ICA

T he participants strongly felt that in ternational 
organisations concerned should coordinate their 
activities in the field of cooperative farm  guidance 
an d  m anagem ent im provem ent th rough the ICA, so 
tha t they m ay be more effective in  the im plem enta
tion of field projects. #
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IFAP’s 17th General Conference
T he 17th G eneral Conference of the In te r

national Federation of A gricultural Producers 
(IFAP), was held at Tokyo, Jap an , from 20th 
O ctober to 1st Novem ber, 1969 and  M r P. E. 
W eeram an, IC A  R egional Officer and M r 
Shiro Futagam i, D eputy D irector and  the 
Secretary of the IC A  A gricultural Sub- 
Com m ittee for South-East Asia a ttended  the 
Conference on b eha lf of the ICA. T h e  Con
ference was a ttended  by about 150 delegates 
and observers representing 26 countries and
17 in ternational organisations.

M r P. E. W eeram an in  the course o f con
veying the greetings of the ICA  to this Con
ference, s a id :

“ O ut of all fields of economic activity, agriculture 
is the m ost im portant in  the  developing countries. 
T he success o f  developm ent schemes in  this field 
should be m easured by the degree of econom ic 
progress they have m eant to the small producer. 
T he small p roducer can best benefit from these 
schemes th rough cooperative organisation an d  co
operative effort. T hus it m ay be said tha t national 
developm ent depends upon cooperative organisation, 
especially in  the field of agriculture.

“Therefore, the im portance of support from  the 
IFAP cannot be overem phasised. T he steady and  
continuous support the IC A  has received from the 
IFA P in the prom otion of Cooperation is gratefully 
acknow ledged” .

Prior to the plenary  session of the Conference 
various com m odity groups, such as those, on grains, 
m eat, fat and  oils an d  dairy  products, an d  the 
Standing C om m ittee on A gricultural Cooperation 
m et separately. In  the m eeting of the S tanding 
Committee on A gricultural Cooperation, M r P. E. 
W eeram an reported on the IC A ’s activities in  the 
field of A gricultural Cooperation and  in  the field of 
inter-cooperative trad e  w ith particu lar reference to 
South-East Asia.

T he C om m ittee welcomed the statem ent m ade 
by the Regional Officer to the effect th a t the ICA  
was anxious to have the closest cooperation w ith  the 
IFA P and  felt confident tha t regular consultations 
betw een the secretariats o f the IC A  an d  the  IFA P 
would elim inate any  possibility of duplication bet

(.From left to right) M r Shiro Putagami and M r P. E. Weeraman

ween the A gricultural Com m ittee of the IC A  and  
the Standing Com m ittee on A gricultural Cooperation 
of the IFA P.

In ter-C oop . T rad e

W ith regard  to inter-cooperative trade , the 
Committee expressed th e  hope th a t cooperatives in 
developed countries w ho trade  w ith countries in 
South-E ast Asia should look for opportunities to 
com bine such trade w ith  technical assistance to co
operative organisations in the Region. In  this 
connection, the Policy Com m ittee o f  the Conference 
noted the successful result of the  Jap an -T h a i Agree
m ent on In ter-C ooperative T rad e  and A id as well 
as the possibility o f having the aid p a rt of such 
arrangem ents financed by governm ent agencies and  
instructed the Secretariat to provide—in collaboration 
w ith the IC A —further inform ation w ith  a view to 
paving the way for similar agreem ents between 
cooperatives o f other countries.

T he S tanding C om m ittee also discussed the 
following subjects :

(1) T he F A O /IL O /IC A /IF A P  Jo in t Program m e 
for prom oting A gricu ltural Cooperatives in 
Developing Countries.

(2) S tructural Problems of A gricultural Coopera
tives in  Developed Countries.

(3) A gricultural C ooperative M ovements in 
Developing Countries.

(4) In ter-C ooperative T rade  Potential in  Africa.

(5) Policy Aspects of T rade  by Cooperatives.
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W eeraman Attends ICFTU Regional Conference

The 9th Asian Regional Conference of the IC F T U  
was held at Singapore in the first week o f Novem ber, 
1969. The In ternational Cooperative Alliance was 
represented by the IC A ’s Regional Officer for 
South-East Asia, M r P. E . W eeram an.

T he Regional Officer in  the course of conveying 
the greetings of the IC A  to the Conference said: 
“ T he ICA and the IC F T U  have collaborated with 
each other for quite some time. T he Regional 
Experts’ Conference on “ T rade  Unions and 
Cooperatives”  held in  N ew  Delhi in Jan u ary  1965 
under the jo in t auspices of the ICA  and the IC F T U  
merits special m ention in  this regard. I m ight also 
m ention the continued  collaboration w hich the 
Regional Office and  E ducation  Centre of the ICA 
in New Delhi has extended to the Asian T rade  
U nion College there, by providing lecturers on 
Cooperation a t the various train ing courses and 
seminars held at tha t College. W e have been very 
glad of these opportunities to orient the future 
leaders of the T rade  U nion M ovem ent on coop
erative principles, m ethods and practices.”

T he Regional Officer em phasized the need for 
continued collaboration betw een the T rade  U nion and

the Cooperative M ovem ents and  said; “ Cooperation 
and  T rad e  Unionism  have developed side by side 
am ong the urban  populations o f some countries. 
T rade  U nions work for the im provem ent o f workers’ 
wages, whilst cooperatives ensure the best possible 
benefits from these wages in term s of cheaper goods 
and  better services. It is in the fields o f  thrift and  
credit, consum er an d  housing cooperation that the 
two m ovem ents can collaborate to ensure that the 
best value of money is received by the industrial 
workers.

“ Cooperation can go fu rther. By means of 
industrial cooperatives workers can totally eliminate 
the exploitation o f workers as such by employers. 
T hrough their cooperative the  workers own and  
m anage the industrial undertaking in which they are 
em ployed. T hus the employees will be their own 
employers.

“ Cooperation can bring benefits o f a far-reaching 
kind to industrial workers as it can to persons in 
o ther walks of life. T rad e  U nions would therefore 
be well advised to help workers to form cooperatives. 
T rad e  U nions can do a great deal to educate their 
m em bers on cooperative m ethods, and  the IC A  will 
be very glad to assist as m uch as possible” .
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The Role of the
Bank for Agriculture and 
Agricultural ( Cooperatives
C. SARANAGA

T H E  Bank for A griculture and A gricultural Co
operatives was established in Septem ber 1966, under 
the “ Bank for A griculture and A gricultural C oopera
tives Act B. E. 2509 (1966)” , to replace the former 
Bank for Cooperatives. T h e  prim ary objective of 
this new Bank is to provide a constantly expanding 
agricultural credit service. T he m erging of the Bank 
for Cooperatives with the Bank for A griculture and 
Agricultural Cooperatives was com pleted w ithin 40 
days. T hen , the la tter has been functioning since 
N ovem ber 1966, carrying out the lending operations 
through agricu ltural cooperatives, an d  directly to 
individual farmers who are not m em bers of agri
cultural cooperatives.

T he au thorized  capital of the Bank is one billion 
Baht, o f w hich Baht 382.6 million has already been

paid up by the M inistry of Finance, and Baht 6.7 
million by cooperatives. (Baht 20 =  US$ 1.)

Its Board of D irectors is appointed by the Coun
cil of M inisters, consisting of the U nder-Secretary 
of Finance as C hairm an, the U nder-Secretary of 
A griculture as V ice-C hairm an, an d  com petent repre
sentatives from the agencies directly concerned w ith 
agricultural finance and  the prom otion of agricul
tu ra l production.

T he Bank has been m aking a rem arkably all 
round progress and com pleted its second full-year 
operation w ith the end  of 1968. T he highlights of 
its operations in 1968, com pared w ith the previous 
year, are sum m arized in  the following table.

Items 1967 1968 Increase Per cent 
Increase

1. Capital funds Baht injnillions 304.4 447.9 143.5 47

2. T otal assets Baht in millions 473.7 746.0 272.3 57

3. N um ber of branches at the provincial level 15 25 10 —

4. N um ber of field offices 43 106 63 —

5. N um ber o f Amphoes (districts) served by branches 95 194 99 —

6. N um ber of farm ers registered as b ranch  clients 45.278 121.749 76.471 169

7 Loans extended to individual farm ers Baht in millions 121.3 380.4 259 1 214

8. Loans extended to agricultural cooperatives Baht in millions 125.1 135.3 10.2 8

9. N um ber of Bank officers and  employees a t the principal office 110 143 33 30

10. N um ber of Bank officers and  employees a t branches 266 665 399 150

Chamnien Saranaga, M anager, Bank for A griculture and A gricultural Cooperatives, Bangkok, Thailand. 
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Loan O p era tio n s fo r  In d iv id u a l F arm ers

I t  should be m entioned tha t the Bank prefers to 
operate through agricu ltural credit cooperatives. 
H owever, the expansion o f the program m e of credit 
cooperatives has been very slow. Consequently, 
where no such cooperative exists, or where only a 
very lim ited num ber o f farm ers has access to co
operative credit, loans should be m ade available by 
the Bank branches directly  to individual farm ers 
who are not m em bers of credit cooperatives.

In  order to supply credit for the purpose of in
creasing production in the true  sense of the term , 
each b ranch  confines its lending  operations to selec
ted areas where feasibilities and  desire to increase 
agricultural production exist. In  such an area there 
should be an  active agricu ltural extension service 
ready to carry out an agricultural education pro
gram m e am ong the Bank clientele. Loans are m ade 
prim arily to small farmers who produce com m odi
ties principally for sale, ra ther than to subsistent 
ones.

B ranches and B ranch  C lien ts

Loan operations for individual farm ers, parti
cularly small farm ers scattered  in various areas, 
require  extensive services and  close supervision. 
T hus, the Bank has to establish branches at the pro
vincial level to carry out the lending operations 
directly to individual farm ers.

At the end of 1968, there were 25 provincial 
branches. D uring 1969, the Bank has set up another 
10 branches. C urrently , there are 35 provincial 
branches providing credit services to individual far
m ers in a round  230 Amphoes (districts) in the 
various regions of the country.

I t  is the prim e responsibility of each b ranch  to in
vestigate an d  select those applicants who are bona 

fide farm ers and  properly qualified, to be registered 
as b ranch  clients. Farm ers who have been so re 
gistered are eligible to obtain  loans whenever need
ed to meet their requ irem ents for current farm 
operations as well as for fu rther expansion of their 
farm  activities. A t present, all the  35 branches have 
about 154,000 farm er-clients.

As one means o f m aking their services more 
readily accessible, the Bank branches have set up 
field offices in the rem ote districts. T h e  functions 
o f such offices, am ong other things, include investi
gation and selection of farm er-applicants as b ranch  
clients, assistance to clients in  preparing farm pro

duction plans, loan application investigation, co
operation with field personnel o f the A gricultural 
Extension D epartm ent in advising clients on im prov
ed farm ing practices, and  credit education am ong 
clientele. As for the districts w hich are at a little 
distance, cred it supervisors a re  dispatched from the 
b ranch  offices to work in the locations.

It should be noted that the increase in the num 
ber of officers and employees in 1963, as shown in 
the table, was m ainly due to the increase o f  staff at 
various branches by 399 persons in order to provide 
adequate  services to the rapidly  increasing num ber 
o f  clients. A t the principal office, the num ber 
o f officers an d  employees increased by merely 33 
persons as deem ed necessary for the expanded 
activities.

L oan  O p era tio n s o f  B ran ch es

T he types of loans needed m ostly by small far
mers in general are the short-term  and  m edium - 
term  loans, w hich are an  essential factor in com m er
cial farm ing. Short-term  credit is norm ally used 
for current farm  operating expenses and is for a 
period of six m onths to one year. M edium -term  
cred it is needed for capital item s and  is repayable in 
instalm ents w ithin three years.

D uring 1968, twenty-five operating branches 
extended loans directly to farmers to an aggregate 
am ount of Baht 380.4 m illion, out of w hich 51 per 
cent o r Baht 194.5 m illion constituted short-term 
loans, and  49 per cent or Baht 185.9 million m ed
ium -term  loans. This ind icated  an  increase of 214 
per cent or Baht 259.1 m illion over the am ount of 
loans m ade directly to farmers in 1967, w hich was 
Baht 121.3 m illion in to tal.

As o f D ecem ber 31, 1968, total loans outstanding 
to  individual farm ers am ounted to Baht 373.3 
m illion.

U nfortunately , in 1967 and 1968 agriculture in 
T hailand  suffered a decline in production , especial
ly the production  of rice, maize, an d  cotton, owing 
to drought and  insects. N evertheless, clients’ repay
m ent records on their short and  m edium -term  loans 
for th e  past two years were very satisfactory for the 
fact that the percentage of m atu red  principal collec
ted  to m aturities for each year was in the neighbour
hood of 94.

Security requirem ents are com m ensurate with
the risk  features of the loans :
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1. Short-term  loans for m ain crop production 
in the areas (rice, maize, cotton, tapioca, etc.) 
not exceeding Baht 5,000 m ay be m ade on 
the group jo in t liability.

T he m ethod of handling such loans on a  group 
basis, in w hich borrow ers pledge their several 
and jo in t guarantees on their small seasonal loans, 
avoids the necessity o f individual real estate 
mortgages and  reduces the cost of m aking the 
loans.

2. Short-term  loans for o ther purposes or m edium - 
term  loans not exceeding Baht 5,000 m ay be 
m ade on the security o f two clients standing 
surety.

3. Short-term  loans for m ain crop production or 
for o ther purposes, or m edium -term  loans, 
over Baht 5,000, shall be secured on the m ort
gage o f unencum bered im m ovable property, 
the estim ated m arket value of w hich is not 
less than  tw ice the am ount of the loans.

Loan O p era tio n s fo r  A gricu ltu ra l C oop eratives

T he Bank is aw are that the M inistry of N ational 
D evelopm ent has continually considered the possi
bility of im proving agricultural cooperatives for the 
past two years b u t has not yet im plem ented such 
policy. M eanw hile the  Bank has nevertheless m ade 
m ore fresh advances to agricultural cooperatives, 
particularly  small village credit cooperatives and  
production credit cooperatives. In  1967, the Bank 
granted loans to agricu ltural cooperatives to a total 
of Baht 125.1 m illion, an  increase of 60 per cent or 
Baht 47 m illion over the am ount of Baht 78.1 m illion 
extended in  1966. In  1968, the Bank extended Baht 
135.3 million to them , an  increase of 73 per cent or 
Baht 57.2 m illion over the am ount granted  in  1966. 
These funds w ould enable agricultural cooperatives 
to extend, in tu rn , loans to their m em bers’ to ad e 
quately m eet the requirem ent in their agricultural 
activities and  also help  expand cooperatives’ m em 
bership to some extent.

D uring 1968, even though crop production was 
dam aged by drought, agricultural cooperatives in 
general, m ade a record  repaym ent of loans to the 
Bank as com pared to previous years— Baht 129.1 
million or 44 per cent of the outstanding balance 
a t the end of the year, an  increase of 10 per cent or 
Baht 11.2 m illion over that in 1967.

At the end of 1968, total loans outstanding to 
9,436 agricultural cooperatives am ounted to Baht 
289.0 million.

In creasin g  th e  Supply o f  F unds for  A gricu ltu ra l 
C red it

I t  is apparent from the experience in various 
developing countries where capital is very lim ited 
and  risks in agricultural financing very high tha t the 
governm ent is a m ajor source of capital for agricul
tu ra l credit. T hailand  is not an  exception.

As has been stated earlier, the  authorized share 
capital of the Bank is Baht 1,000,000,000. A ccording 
to a provision of the law  on the establishm ent of the 
Bank, the  M inistry of Finance shall invest in the 
Bank’s share capital from  tim e to time as m ay be 
prescribed by the Council of M inisters. By the end 
of 1968, the shares paid-up by the M inistry of F inan
ce am ounted to Baht 382.6 million, representing a 
G overnm ent source of loan funds provided from  the 
annual budget appropriations.

Although the Bank is largely dependent on  the 
G overnm ent investm ent in its share capital as furnish
ed by the annual budget appropriations, neverthe
less, efforts have been m ade to acquire funds from 
other sources as supplem ent to the perm anent capi
tal. I t  might be of in terest to discuss these measures 
to some extent.

(1) O ur particular concern is w ith the responsi
bility of the Bank in m obilizing savings w henever 
possible to provide part o f the loan funds. Savings 
and tim e deposits are  accepted by the Bank. A t the 
end of M ay 1969, to tal deposits stood at Baht 108.5 
million, the m ajority o f w hich was in tim e deposits. 
This indicated an  increase o f 228 per cent or Baht 
75.4 million over the am ount of deposits as o f O cto
ber 31, 1966, w hen the Bank took over the services 
of its predecessor. H ow ever, the volum e of depo
sits is still very small, forming only 15 per cent of the 
working capital. W hile some of such deposits come 
from farm ers, a substantial part is received also 
from city m en.

I t is generally know n tha t the volum e of savings 
in  agriculture is very low, m uch lower than in  other 
sectors. Because rural incomes are so low, the 
most im portant requirem ent is to increase agricul
tu ra l production and  incom e so th a t additional 
savings in agriculture are  in fact possible. It is 
highly probable therefore th a t improved credit, agri
cultural extension, education, and  other develop
m ent measures m ust be an tecedent to any signifi
cant increase in rural savings. But it takes tim e to 
accom plish such a goal. H ence, in the m eantim e we 
should rely m ore and  m ore on the transfer o f out
side funds into agricultural credit.

(Continued on page 18)
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T H U S  SPA

“T he secre t o f  su c c e ss fu l coop 
era tive  effort is  th a t the m em b ers  
m u st  be h o n est and k n o w  the great 
m e r it  o f  co op eration  and it  m u st  
h a v e  a d efin ite  p r o g r e ss iv e  goal. 
T h u s, h o ld in g  a certa in  su m  o f  m oney  
in  coop era tion  for th e  sak e o f  m ak in g  
m o r e  m o n ey  by ch a rg in g  exorb itan t  
ra te s  o f  in te r e s t  is  a b ad  goa l. But 
coop era tive  fa rm in g , or d a iry in g  is  
u n d o u b ted ly  a good  goa l p ro m o tin g  
n atio n a l in terest . Such in sta n ces can  
b e m u lt ip lie d .”

T he H arijan , N o v em b er  10, 1946

Drops in separation could only fade away; 
drops in cooperation m ade the  ocean.

— H arijan, Septem ber 7, 1947

‘ ‘My notion of cooperation is that the land would be held in 
cooperation by the owners and tilled and cultivated also in 
cooperation. This would cause a saving in labour, capital, 
tools etc. The owners would work in cooperation and own 
capital, tools, animals, seeds etc. in cooperation. Coop
erative farming of my conception would change the land and 
banish poverty and idleness from their midst. All this is 
only possible if people become friends of one another and 
as one family. ’ ’

The Harijan, March 3, 1947

■'Never take anything for gospel truth even if  it comes from a 
Mahatma unless it appeals to both...head and heart.

" I f  Gandhism is another name for sectarianism, it deserves to be 
destroyed. I f  / were to know, after my death, that what / stood for
had degenerated into sectarianism, I should be deeply pained.......Let
no one say that he is a follower o f Gandhi.......You are no followers
but fellow students, fellow pilgrims, fellow seekers, fellow workers."

Mahatma Gandhi
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G A N D H I

Gandhi Centenary

1869-1969

"^J// //ie ie  fve te  nojy'tcec/, / / e t e  e& cu /c //e  n o  eccaJw n  

a i m a m e r i f o .  M o n -v e o /e n c e  n e c e M e fe fe 4

c o m / i/ e / e  a / j/ e n / t o n  j / i c j n  e a ^ / b e / a / t o n  e 'r t - a / ij f

<y$a-Aa//M ci S /c z / f /r f f '

Man becomes great 
exactly in the degree 
in which he works for 
the welfare of his fellowmen

— Ethical Religion, p. 5B

Let it be rem em bered tha t Cooperation should 
be based on strict non-violence. T here is no such 
th ing as success of violent Cooperation. H itler was 
a forcible exam ple o f the  latter. H e also talked 
vainly of Cooperation w hich was forced upon the 
people and  everyone knew w here G erm any had been 
led as a result.

I t would be a sad th ing  if  Ind ia  also tries to build  
up the new  society based on cooperation by 
means of violence. Good brought about through 
force destroyed individuality.

— H A R IJA N , M A R C H  9, 1947
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(Continued from page 15)

(2) D uring each year, the Bank’s branches in
vestigate farm er-applicants an d  register new  clients 
a t the beginning o f the year in  order to expand the  
needed agricultural credit facilities to farmers. 
D uring the early rainy season of each year, farm er- 
clients usually apply for loans to m eet their requ ire
ments in farming. H ow ever, the Bank will not re 
ceive the paym ent of additional shares from the 
annual budget un til some tim e in late O ctober, 
which comes after the ra iny  season. Therefore, it 
is necessary for the Bank to acquire the cooperation 
of com m ercial banks in respect o f inter-bank deposits 
at a reasonable ra te  o f interest to enable the Bank to 
advance loans to farm ers and agricultural coopera
tives as needed during  the rainy season until ad d i
tional capital from the  annual budget is received. 
D uring  1968, the Bank had  obtained deposits from 
some commercial banks, from  time to tim e since 
M ay, to an  aggregate am ount o f Baht 175 million 
and advanced all these to farmers and  agricultural 
cooperatives. R epaym ents o f these deposits were 
gradually m ade to the respective com m ercial banks 
until the balances were cleared by the end of the 
same year. Surely, the sam e process will be repeated 
annually.

Cooperation o f the com m ercial banks in  this 
m atter greatly supports the agricultural credit ope
rations of the country. I t is the utilization of com 
m ercial banks’ funds on short-term  basis, channelled 
through the Bank w hich provides close services to 
farm ers, to finance the farm  business prom ptly.

(3) D uring the cu rren t year, besides resorting 
to deposits from com m ercial banks, the Bank is also 
accepting deposits from the G overnm ent Savings 
Bank w ithin a lim it of Baht 100 million. This has 
been approved by the M inistry of Finance w ith the 
Bank of T hailand’s support. These deposits are to 
be paid by the Bank out o f the sums received from 
its borrow ers w ithin the com ing M arch.

(4) Since 1968, the Bank of T hailand  is giving 
assistance to the Bank on rediscounting promissory 
notes arising from agricu ltural production  and 
having a m aturity not exceeding 12 m onths, w ithin 
a credit line of Baht 80 m illion a t a rediscount rate 
of 7 per cent per annum . T h e  credit line will be 
greatly augm ented during  1969. T he Central Bank’s 
assistance in this regard  considerably facilitates the 
operation of the Bank for fu rther agricultural credit 
expansion.

In  T hailand , as in m any of the developing coun
tries w ith lim ited capital, the dem and for agricultural

cred it far exceeds the supply. Needless to say, one 
o f  our greatest needs is for additional loan funds. 
Since its inception, the  Bank has been attem pting, to 
the best of its ability, to tap all available sources for 
funds, which, added  to collections on existing 
loans, have been injected into the credit stream for 
agricu ltu ra l production. Studies are presently being 
m ade to acquire additional funds in the form  of 
1 ong-term  borrowing.

C o ord in ation  A m on g C red it and  E xten sion  
S erv ices

In  carrying out a supervised credit program m e 
involving loans plus technical guidance, a common 
problem  to m any developing countries is the difficul
ties of coordination am ong cred it and  extension 
services. In  this connection, the Bank has been 
m oving along the following lines :

(1) W ith the cooperation o f  the A gricultural 
Extension D epartm ent, extension training has been 
included as a part of the norm al training programmes 
for the B ank’s credit supervisors. This enables the 
cred it supervisors to be equipped with the technical 
problems involved in extension as well.

(2) T h e  available extension services are inade
quately m anned, attribu tab le to financial lim itations. 
C onsequently , the Bank is presently recruiting and 
training m any graduates from  higher agricultural 
vocational schools. They will becom e jun io r credit 
supervisors to serve as liaison officers in bringing 
knowledge regarding im proved farm ing practices 
from the extension agencies to the Bank’s clients.

(3) In  order to achieve coordination, the credit 
supervisors are required  to extend their hands to the 
extension agencies ra th e r than  w ait for the la tter to 
m ake a move.

(4) T he coordinated results o f the meetings 
betw een the A gricultural Extension D epartm ent 
an d  the Bank are projected dow n to the lowest level.

P resen t P la n s fo r  F uture D ev e lo p m en t

T h e im m ediate goals of the agricultural credit 
program m e of the Bank are  as follows:

(1) By 1971 credit operations of the  Bank will be 
further expanded w ith the setting up of around 55 
branches to finance farm  enterprises in various pro
vinces with significant agricu ltural production. These 
branches are expected to serve approxim ately 10 per 
cent of the farm  households by the end of tha t year.
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(2) Respecting the agricultural cooperatives, prac- a reasonable am ount of success. T he im plem entation
tically all loans m ade by the Bank have so far been of this am algam ation plan will, it is expected, result
confined to village credit cooperatives and produc- in those larger cooperatives having sufficient volume
tion credit cooperatives. M ost of the other agri- of business w ith im proved m anagem ent and econo-
cultural cooperatives rely principally on the Go- mic viability. Therefore, the  Bank will give every
operative Prom otion Fund, adm inistered by the due support and financial assistance to th e m .#
M inistry of N ational D evelopm ent; up to now, only 
32 of them  have had access to the Bank’s resources.
D uring this year, the Bank will begin expanding its 
lending activities to give financial assistance, on a 
selection basis, to land  im provem ent cooperatives, 
marketing cooperatives and  multi-service coopera
tives which operate on sound business practices.

(3) T he M inistry of N ational Developm ent has ju st 
commenced im plem enting a program m e o f mergers 

of small-sized village cred it cooperatives. T he co
operatives form ed by such mergers would operate on 
the same pattern  as the fair-sized production credit 
cooperatives, w hich are of recent developm ent w ith
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Cooperative Week Celebrations in India
T he A ll-India Cooperative W eek, 1969, was 

inaugurated  by M r B. V enkatappiah, Chairm an of 
the ICA  Advisory Council for South-East Asia on 
Novem ber 1, 1969 in New Delhi. T he Cooperative 
Week celebrations in Delhi were jo in tly  organised 
by the N ational Cooperative U nion of India and  the 
Delhi State Cooperative U nion. T he Ind ian  Co
operative M ovem ent observes the In ternational Co
operative Day in the form of a Cooperative W eek 
beginning on the first Saturday of N ovem ber each 
year.

M r Brahm  Perkash, M .P ., General Secretary of 
the N ational Cooperative U nion  of Ind ia , welcomed 
the Cooperators a t the celebrations. T h e  ICA  was 
represented at the m eeting by D r D. V ir, and  M r 
Lionel G unaw ardana.

T he Declaration of the In ternational Cooperative 
Alliance was read out by D r D. Vir.

D r D harm  V ir along w ith the IC A  Fellows 
participated  and addressed a m eeting of local Coop
erators at M uzaffarnagar, U tta r Pradesh, India, held 
to celebrate the Cooperative W eek. T he m eeting 
was convened by the D istrict Cooperative Bank, 
M uzaffarnagar. M r R. M . Singh, M anaging 
D irector of the Bank, explained to the Cooperators 
ga thered , activities of agricultural cooperatives he 
saw in the R epublic o f K orea and  Jap an  when he 
visited these countries to participate in the ICA/ 
N A C F Regional Sem inar on Farm  G uidance 
Activities.

Those who were present a t the inauguration  
included, M r L. Pavitt, M em ber of Parliam ent and 
a m em ber of the  C ooperative Party o f England, 
D r Allie C. Felder, D irector of the  Cooperative 
League of the USA, and  M r V . P. Singh, M em ber 
o f  the M etropolitan Council of Delhi.

The ICA Fellows along with Dr D. Vir are seen visiting a 
cooperative bank.

“SID” 11th World Conference: ICA’s Participation
M r J .  M . R ana, D irector, E ducation C entre, 

M r M . V. M adane, Jo in t D irector (Technical As
sistance and T rade), an d  M r R agnar Arvidsson, 
Jo in t D irector, attended  the 11th W orld Conference of 
the Society for In ternational Developm ent, SID , 
held at New Delhi betw een Novem ber 14 and  17, 
1969. M ore than 500 delegates from all over the 
world participated in the Conference. They includ
ed representatives of the W orld Bank, Asian D eve

lopm ent Bank, U nited Nations Agencies and  non
governm ental w orld organisations. Prom inent 
economists from  m any countries also attended.

T he Conference discussed, am ong other things, 
re-defining the goals o f developm ent, the challenge 
o f “ Aid W eariness” , education and  developm ent, 
social com m unications in  developm ent, political, so
cial and  cu ltural requisites for developm ent, and 
challenges to development theories and  strategies.

Nobel Peace Prize for ILO
T he 1969 Nobel Peace Prize has been aw arded to the  In ternational Labour 
Organisation. T h e  IL O  is celebrating its 50th A nnivarsary this year.

This is the tenth tim e that an  organisation has been given the Peace Prize, 
according to the N orw egian Parliam ent’s Nobel Peace Prize Com m ittee.

IL O  is the th ird  U N  body to receive the aw ard. T he U N  C hildren Fund 
received it in 1965 and  the U N  H igh Commissioner for Refugees in 1955.

Congratulations.
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I C A  A C T I V I T I E S

Educational Programmes Held

Participants o f the Experts Conference.

ICA/AARRO E X PE R T S’ 
CONFERENCE

T he ICA Regional Office 
an d  E ducation  C entre for 
South-East Asia sponsored in 
collaboration w ith the  Afro- 
Asian R ura l R econstruction 
O rganisation, an Experts’ Con
ference on the “ Role of Coop
eratives in A gricultural D evel
opm ent” in  K athm andu ,
Nepal. T he Conference, was 
held from 16th to 21st N ovem 
ber 1969. His M ajesty’s 
G overnm ent of N epal assisted 
in  making of practical arrange
m ents for the Conference.
Tw elve experts from Ceylon,
Ind ia , Jap an , K orea, Nepal,
T hailand , K enya and 
T anzania participated in  the Conference. T he In 
ternational L abour O rganisation was represented by 
an O bserver.

T he subjects discussed at the Conference includ
ed “ Land Reform  as a basis for A gricultural D evel
opm ent & the Role o f Cooperatives in L and  Reform  
Schemes, cooperatives & agricultural production 
p lanning and  the tasks o f cooperatives in the form u
lation & im plem entation of such plans, m anagem ent 
problems of agricultural cooperatives and  the type of 
cooperative society suitable for increasing pro
duction program m e” . In ternational technical assis
tance for the developm ent o f agricultural coopera
tives was also discussed w ith specific reference to the 
needs of Nepal.

M r P E. W eeram an, Regional Officer for South- 
East Asia of the In ternational Cooperative Alliance, 
and  M r M . R. K aushal, D irector of the Afro-Asian 
R ura l R econstruction O rganisation were the Co- 
Directors of the Conference. M r W eeram an was 
assisted by M r Shiro Futagam i, D eputy D irector, 
IC A  Education  C entre. #

ICA FELLOW SHIP PR O G RAM M E

T hree Fellows, nam ely, M r J . A. D ayaratne 
from Ceylon, M r T . R . K apoor from Ind ia  and  
M r K yu Suck C hoi from K orea, took part in the 
IC A  Fellowship Program m e for 1969.

T he three Fellows participated in the Regional 
Sem inar on Farm  G uidance Activities w hich was 
held in K orea from  29th Septem ber to 17th O ctober, 
1969 before they arrived  in New D elhi. O n  their 
way to  K orea, they also visited Jap an  and  acqua in t
ed themselves w ith the farm  guidance activities of 
the cooperative organisations in Japan .

T h e  subject of their study at the Education Cen
tre was “ Cooperative M em ber E ducation” . In  
the course o f their stay in Delhi the three 
fellows were allowed to participate in a Short-term  
refresher course organised by the N C U I.

T he three-m onth program m e concluded in the 
last week of D ecem ber, 1969.
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( from left to right )  M r B. Faustino, Hon’ble E . M . Maceda, M r J .  M . R am  and 
M r Lionel Gunawardana, at the inaugural session o f  the Seminar.

ICA REGIONAL SEM INAR ON  
COOPERATIVE M ARK ETING  
OF FOODGRAINS

T he Regional Sem inar on Co
operative M arketing ofFoodgrains 
was jo in tly  organised by the In ter
national Cooperative Alliance 
Regional Office and  E ducation  
C entre for South-East Asia & the 
Central Cooperative Exchange,
Inc. of the Philippines, w ith  the 
active support of the A gricultural 
Credit A dm inistration, A gricul
tu ral Credit and  Cooperative 
Institute, and  the G rains M ar
keting Cooperative o f the 
Philippines, in M anila from  1st 
to 16th Decem ber, 1969. T he 
Sem inar was attended by participants from Australia, 
Ceylon, India, Indonesia, Republic of K orea, 
Malaysia, the Philippines an d  Thailand. Observers 
from  the Food and A griculture O rganisation and  
the Afro-Asian R ural R econstruction  O rganisation 
also attended the Sem inar.

T he Seminar was inaugurated  by the H onourable 
Ernesto M . M aceda, Executive Secretary and con
currently, Secretary, Presidential A rm  on Com m unity 
Developm ent, G overnm ent o f the Philippines.

M r J .  M . R ana, D irector, and  M r Lionel G una
w ardana, D eputy D irector, IC A  E ducation  Centre, 
directed the Seminar.

ICA TEACHERS’ EX C H A N G E PR O G R A M M E

Two teachers, nam ely, M r R. K . Padm anabhan, 
R eader in  the V aikunth  M ehta  N ational Institu te  
o f Cooperative M anagem ent, Poona, (India), and  
M r Chong T hin  H u a tt from  the Cooperative U nion 
of M alaysia, participated  in the  IC A  T eachers’ Ex
change Program m e for 1969. M r Padm anabhan  
visited A gricultural Cooperative C redit Institu te  of 
the Philippines, an d  M r H u a tt the V aikunth  M ehta 
N ational Institute of Cooperative M anagem ent in 
Poona. In  addition  to the  studies they m ade at the 
institutions m entioned above, the two teachers also 
visited several cooperative organisations in  the coun
tries they visited.

PERSO NNEL M A N A G EM EN T STUDY

M r R agnar Arvidsson, Jo in t D irector, IC A  R egion
al Office and  E ducation Centre for South-East Asia

& M r K . K . T aim ni of the  V .L . M ehta N ational In 
stitute of Cooperative M anagem ent, Poona, continued 
their study  of Personnel M anagem ent Techniques 
in Selected Super Bazars in Ind ia . In  connection 
w ith this study they visited Super Bazars in H ydera
bad , Earnakulam , C oim batore and  Bangalore. W ith 
these visits they have concluded their study and  are 
now  preparing the report.

M r Arvidsson d u ring  his travel in  In d ia  for the 
study also attended  a Conference organised by the 
V isakhapatnam  Wholesale C ooperative Society and  a 
R efresher Course conducted by V .L . M ehta N ational 
Institu te of Cooperative M anagem ent.

RAN A  ADDRESSES FAO REG IO NAL SEM INAR

A t the request of the FA O , M r J .  M . R ana, 
D irector, E ducation C entre, gave two talks at the 
R egional Sem inar-cum -Study T o u r on Farm ers’ 
O rganisations held at K uala  L um pur, M alaysia, from 
O ctober 12 to N ovem ber 3, 1969. T he subjects on 
w hich M r R an a  spoke were :

1. In te rna tiona l an d  Regional Cooperation for 
A gricultural an d  R u ra l D evelopm ent through 
Farm ers Cooperatives.

2. A Review of the State of Cooperative Develop
m ent in  Asia and  Factors influencing their 
success.

M r R ana  also delivered a talk  to the partici
pants o f  the Field O rganisation Sem inar organised 
by the M alaysian Cooperative In su rance  Society in 
Penang, M alaysia.
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At the invitation o f the D irector o f the V aikunth 
M ehta N ational Institu te  of Cooperative M anage
m ent, Poona, (Ind ia), M r J . M . R ana  delivered a 
talk on “ the Role o f IC A  in Cooperative Develop
m ent w ith special reference to Ind ian  Cooperative 
M ovem ent”  to the partic ipants of a Short T erm  
Program m e for U niversity Teachers in Cooperation 
(SPU TIC ) organised by the Institute from 23rd 
O ctober to 6 th  N ovem ber, 1969.

LECTURE AT ICFTU SEM INAR

T he IC F T U  Asian T rad e  U nion College, New 
Delhi had  organised in Hong K ong a sem inar on the 
“ Problem s o f W om en W orkers in Asia”  from  27 
N ovem ber to 8 th  D ecem ber 1969. M r J . M . R ana, 
D irector, ICA  E ducation Centre was invited to

A D D R E SS T O  SP U T IC

The Seminar-participanls are seen being addressed by M r J .  M . Rana.

address the participants o f this sem inar. M r R ana 
delivered two lectures on: (i) “ Significance of Co
operatives to W om en” ; and  (ii) “ O rganisation and 
W orking of T h rift an d  C redit and Consumers Co
operatives” on 28th N ovem ber 1969.

ICA : FORTHCOM ING PROGRAM M ES

A d visory  C ou n cil M e e tin g

T h e 11th m eeting of the Advisory Council for 
the ICA  R egional Office and  Education C entre 
for South-East Asia is p lanned  to be held a t Seoul, 
R epublic of K orea, in M ay 1970. T he Advisory 
Council will discuss the  w ork program m e of the 
IC A  Regional Office and  Education C entre for 
South-East Asia for 1971 and from  Jan u ary  to 
Ju n e  1972.

IDACA B oard  M eetin g

T h e ID A C A  Board o f Advisors will also discuss 
the w ork program m e o f ID A C A — the Institu te  for 
the D evelopm ent o f A gricultural Cooperation in 
Asia, Jap an . T h e  IC A  Advisory Council m em bers 
also function as the Board of Advisors for IDACA.

A m eeting of the IC A  A gricultural Sub-C om 
m ittee for South-East Asia is proposed to be held 
a t Seoul, R epublic of K orea, in M ay 1970.

N a tio n a l Sem in ar on C oop erative  
M an agem en t, P ak istan

A national sem inar on Cooperative M anage
m ent will be organised by the  E ast Pakistan Co
operative U nion L im ited, in collaboration with the 
IC A  Regional Office and  Education C entre for 
South-East Asia, from 19th to 31st January  1970. 
W hile the bulk of the participants will be from 
East Pakistan, the W est Pakistan Cooperative 
U nion  will be sending three participants to the 
Sem inar.

N a tio n a l Sem in ar in  S ingapore

A national sem inar on the m anagem ent of 
thrift and  loan societies will be organised by the 
Singapore Cooperative U nion  Lim ited in collabo
ration w ith the IC A  Regional Office and  Education 
C entre for South-East Asia. T h e  Sem inar will be 
held in April 1970. T he participants will be mainly 
from Singapore cooperative thrift and  loan societies.

C o m m o d ity  C onference

A Com m odity Conference on Fruits and  V ege
tables and Animal Feedingstuff will be organised 
from 12th to 16th M ay 1970 in Tokyo. T he Confer
ence is expected to bring together both buyers and 
sellers of these commodities to explore possibilities 
of strengthening the existing trade links and  develop
ing new  trade contacts.

R eg io n a l S em in ar on th e  M ark etin g  o f  
F ru its  and  V eg eta b les

Following the Com m odity Conference, a R egion
al Sem inar on Cooperative M arketing of Fruits 
and  Vegetables will be held in Tokyo from 17th to 
27th M ay 1970. T he Sem inar has the following 
objectives: i) to review  and  discuss the present 
situation, and  problems o f fruits and  vegetables’ 
m arketing th rough  cooperatives in South-East 
Asia, ii) to discuss technical questions regarding 
organisation, m anagam ent an d  operation of fru its 
and vegetables m arketing through cooperatives, and  
iii) to suggest ways and  m eans of im proving m ar
keting techniques an d  operational efficiency o f co
operatives handling fruits an d  vegetables.

Both the Com m odity Conference and the R e 
gional Sem inar will be closely coordinated. Both 
these program m es will be organised by the IC A  
R egional Office and  E ducation  C entre for South- 
East Asia in collaboration w ith  the Japanese Co
operative M ovement.

A g r ic u ltu r a l S u b -C o m m itte e  M e e tin g
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Regional News Roundup 

C E Y L O N

ROYAL CO M M ISSIO N ON CO O PERATIO N  
PRESENTS R E PO R T

The Royal Commission on Cooperation appoint
ed by the G overnm ent of Ceylon under the C hair
m anship of Prof. A.F. Laidlaw  of C anada has sub
m itted its report to His Excellency W illiam Gopal- 
lawa, the G overnor-G eneral o f Ceylon a t a simple 
cerem ony held in K andy in August 1969. T he 
Commission com m enced public sittings in Ja n u a ry  
1969 and  visited all parts of the Island and  different 
kinds of cooperative societies. T he Commission also 
visited Ind ia  and  Japan .

CHANGE IN  CO O PERATIVE POLICY

H itherto , the small industries cooperative socie
ties in Ceylon were financed by the governm ent 
through the D epartm ent o f R ural D evelopm ent 
and C ottage Industries. This work has now  been 
taken over by the People’s Bank w hich is taking 
increasing responsibilities in financing the Coopera
tive Sector.

I N D I A

NEW  C O O P BANK STARTED

The R epatriates Cooperative Finance & Develop
m ent Bank o f South Ind ia  has recently been 
registered in M adras with the object of providing 
finance exclusively for the rehabilitation o f Ceylon 
and Burm a repatriates.

The bank, w ith headquarters in  M adras, will 
have an  authorised capital o f Rs. 5 crores of which 
the G overnm ent o f Ind ia  will contribute Rs. 3 
crores.

ASTHANA LEAVES NCUI

M r M . S. A sthana, C hief Executive D irector 
of the N ational Cooperative U nion of Ind ia  has 
recently left the U nion. H e has now  taken over as 
Deputy G eneral M anager of the Central W arehous
ing Corporation, New Delhi.

NCUI GENERAL BO DY M EETING

T he A nnual G eneral Body M eeting o f the 
N ational Cooperative U nion of Ind ia  was held on 
the 24th D ecem ber, 1969 in New Delhi under the

C hairm anship of Y uvarai U daybhansinhii, President 
of the N C U I.

Besides transacting  norm al business, the meeting 
also review ed the developm ents in the Indian  
Cooperative M ovem ent following the recom m en
dations of the C hief M inisters’ Conference held at 
M adras in Ju n e  1968. M r S. K . Dey, former 
M inister for C om m unity D evelopm ent and Coop
eration, G overnm ent of Ind ia , presented to the 
G eneral Body the report o f the Review  Com m ittee 
set up by the G overning Council of the N C U I under 
his C hairm anship, w hich was accorded general 
acceptance by the General Body.

The President o f the Union, Yuvaraj Udaybhansinhji, (second from left) 
is seen addressing the General Body Meeting.

M r Brahm  Perkash, M P, G eneral Secretary o f  the 
N C U I presented the annual report of the U nion 
and outlined the activities undertaken by it since 
the previous m eeting o f the General Body.

T he G eneral Body also considered the cooperative 
developm ent program m es in the Fourth-Five Year 
Plan.

NCUI TRAINING  
CENTRE

M r Am ba Prasad, for
m erly Cooperative E duca
tion Officer o f the Delhi 
State Cooperative U nion 
L im ited, has, w ith effect 
from the 1st o f O ctober 
1969, been appointed P rinci
pal of the N C U I’s All Ind ia  
Cooperative Instructo rs’ 
T rain ing Centre at New 
Delhi.

Principal Amba Prasad.
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I R A N

EDUCATIO N OF FARM ERS

T he C entral O rganisation for R ural Cooperatives 
of Iran  has, through its m obile units exhibited edu
cational films for 225,000 farm er-m em bers of ru ral 
cooperatives in 22 townships during the period 
January-Septem ber 1969. In  addition a new film on 
Cooperatives was produced by the O rganisation 
w hich is now ready for exhibition.

AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVE BANK

T he Parliam ent of Iran  has given the green sig
nal for the establishm ent of the A gricultural Co
operative Bank of Iran , by ratifying the law m eant 
for the purpose.

M A L A Y S I A

FULL TIM E STAFF AT CUM

T he Cooperative U nion o f M alaysia has appoin t
ed a full-time executive officer. T he U nion has 
also em poyed a chartered  accountant to head the 
newly created departm ent o f the U nion which is 
going to undertake audits of member-societies.

MCIS GENERAL M EETING

T he A nnual G eneral M eeting o f the M alaysian 
Cooperative Insurance Society was held in K uala 
Lum pur on 28th Septem ber, 1969.

NEW SOCIETY REGISTERED

A M alaysian Cooperative Agencies Society has 
recently been form ed w ith the approval o f the 
Registrar of C ooperative Societies a t the initiative 
of the Boards of D irectors o f M C IS and  the Co
operative C entral Bank L td .

T he principal objects o f the Society, inter alia, 
are to carry on business o f travel agents and  tour 
operators, to carry on business of insurance agents, 
to carry on business on real estates agents and  to 
provide m anagem ent, accounting as well as secreta
rial services.

C O O P T H R IFT  AND LOAN SEM INAR

75 Cooperators representing 31 cooperative thrift 
and loan societies in  M alaysia including two parti
cipants from Saraw ak an d  three from Singapore 
a ttended  a week-long sem inar from A pril 7 to 12, 
1969 at the Cooperative College, Petaling Jaya.

Some of the subjects discussed by the parti
cipants were: efficient m anagem ent, role of thrift 
and loan societies in cooperative developm ent, co
operative law, and  agricultural and industrial 
investm ents.

P A K I S T A N
EAST PAK ISTAN CO O P BANK  
M AKES PROGRESS

According to a report received from East Pakis
tan , T he Provincial Cooperative Bank L im ited, 
D acca, has m ade a significant progress during the 
last ten years. T he share capital has increased from 
Rs. 5.57 lakh in 1957 to Rs. 68.93 lakh during 1968. 
T he working capital standing a t Rs. 72.23 lakh in 
1957 has gone up to Rs. 1210.87 lakh during 1968.

T he East Pakistan Provincial Cooperative Bank 
is now considered to be the foremost organisation in 
East Pakistan engaged in the dispensation of the 
m uch needed agricultural credit to the farmers. 
During the year 1968-69 this Bank has handled 
a total volum e of short-term  loans under supervised 
credit scheme am ounting to Rs. 886.42 lakhs. 
Loans are given bo th  in  cash and  kind. T h e  inputs 
like seeds and  fertilisers are supplied in kind.

“C O -O P” IN LAH O RE

A large cooperative consum er society was in 
augurated  in Lahore, W est Pakistan, on 31st Ju ly , 69. 
T he society runs four shops. T he C hairm an o f the 
Society, M r. Aslam Iq b a l, hoped that m ore branches 
will be opened so that more and  m ore areas in 
Lahore are covered and  a large variety of m erchan
dise is m ade available to the public.

T he Society nam ed “ C O -O P ” has been set up 
at the initiative of the G overnm ent of W est Pakistan 
w ith the technical assistance m ade available by the 
G overnm ent of D enm ark.

T h e  Society is expected to bring stabilisation in 
prices of essential com m odities, by making available 
these commodities a t a num ber of sales outlets and  
a t fair prices. T he Society will have a central ware
house to feed its various outlets in the city. Besides 
undertaking purchase on a wholesale basis, the 
“ C O -O P ” will also arrange processing, preserving 
and packing of food-stuffs. T he objectives of this ven
ture include countering profiteering and black-m ar- 
ket activities and to endeavour to keep the cost of 
living a t reasonable levels. T h e  Society is in tro 
ducing self-service in its shops.
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T H A I L A N D

News in Brief
N ation a l C oop M ark etin g  F ederation  
E stab lish ed

A national organisation called the Cooperative 
M arketing and Purchasing Federation of T hailand , 
Lim ited, (C M PF), was establised in August 1969 
with headquarters in Bangkok. T he formation of 
this organisation is aim ed at prom oting cooperative 
development through the im provem ent of m anage
m ent, especially in the fields o f agricultural m arket
ing and purchasing o f farm  products and  farm  and 
consumers supplies.

T he cooperative federation has, since its incep
tion, been dealing with maize export to Jap an  and 
also w ith other agri-business on similar lines.

RU N E E R IX O N  W ITH ILO

M r R une Erixon, who was working w ith the 
In ternational Cooperative A lliance, Regional Office 
and  Education Centre for South-East Asia, in New 
D elhi as Jo in t D irector, A dm inistration, has been 
appointed Project Leader for a recently started  
Cooperative D evelopm ent C entre in Botswana, under 
an  IL O  Program m e.

W ORLD CONFERENCE O N  AGRICULTURAL  
EDUCATIO N A N D  TR A IN IN G

T he Food and  A griculture O rganisation of the 
U nited  Nations will organise a W orld Conference 
on A gricultural E ducation an d  T rain ing  in Copen
hagen, D enm ark, betw een 28th Ju ly  and  8th 
A ugust 1970.

COOPERATIVE PUBLICATIONS

COOPERATIVE DEVELOPM ENT IN 
NEPAL

A few copies o f this publication are now  available 
with the ICA  Publications D epartm ent. T he book 
has been w ritten by M r B.K. Sinha, M ember- 
Secretary of the Com m ittee for Cooperative T raining 
and  also the D irector, Cooperative T rain ing  in the 
D epartm ent of C ooperation, G overnm ent of India.

Price : Rs. 10.00, or US S 1.35. Postage extra

COOPERATION IN THE EUROPEAN  
MARKET ECONOMIES

An inform ative book w hich serves as an in tro 
duction to the study of the Cooperative M ovem ent 
in European m arket economies. It contains a fairly

com prehensive description of the principal types of 
cooperative societies in w estern European countries.

Edited by M r W .P. W atkins, form er D irector of 
the In ternational Cooperative Alliance.

Price per copy : R s. 10.00 or U S $ 1.35.

FILM STRIP ON COOP. FLAG

A colour film-strip of 22 fram es on “ T H E  C O 
O P E R A T IV E  FLA G ” has recently been produced 
by a firm in Bombay. Cooperative institutions 
interested in  obtaining the  film -strip m ay contact 
M /s Shitole Brothers, 12 J in  Prasad, East M ulund, 
Bombay-81. Price per film -strip : Rs. 45. Postage, 
packing extra.
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Technical Assistance & Coop Trade

THE POPULAR ICA STALL AT THE ASIAN TRADE FAIR

A view o f the papular stall put by the International Cooperative Alliance at the Asian Trade Fair.

M ore than 80,000 people 
visited the ICA  Stall a t the 
2nd Asian In ternational T rad e  
Fair w hich was held in  T eheran  
in O ctober 1969. T h e  colourful 
K orean handicrafts, the  samples 
of pulses and  spices from  In d ia , 
an d  the beautifu l posters and 
photographs from several o ther 
countries helped in arrang ing  a 
very pleasant display. T he colour
ful pamphlets and  folders supplied 
by the participating Cooperative 
O rganisations were a great a tt
raction. T he things th a t a ttrac 
ted the ladies most were the 
K orean handbags, flower vases, 
scrolls, folding screen, fans, 
ash-trays etc. T he plastic containers containing 
samples of spices and pulses from Ind ia  and those 
containing dry fruits from Iran  provided an  added 
attraction  and helped in completing a beautiful 
display.

T here was good response from the cooperative 
trading organisations in the Region, majority of 
whom  sent inform ation m aterial, photographs, 
charts, and a few o f them  samples for display at the 
Stall. T he M em ber-O rganisations of the ICA  in 
Iran , namely, the Sepah Consum ers Cooperative, 
the C entral O rganisation for R ural Cooperatives 
o f Iran , and  the C redit and  Housing Cooperative

Visitors having a close glimpse o f the display at the stall.

Society of 11an, extended their full cooperation in 
making arrangem ents for the ICA Stall a t the T radeO O
Fair. M uch of the credit for the success of the 
Stall goes to these organisations.

Following is the list <>f organisations which 
participated through the IC A  in the Fair :

1. W estralian Farm ers’ Cooperative L td , Perth  
(W. Australia)

2. Producers’ Cooperative D istributing Society 
L td ., Sydney (Australia)

3. T h e  G rain Pool of W estern A ustralia, Perth 
(W. Australia)

4. National Agricultural Cooperative M arketing 
Federation L td ., New Delhi (India)

5. Sepah Consum ers’ Cooperative, T eheran 
(Iran)

6. C entral O rganisation for R u ra l Cooperatives 
o f Iran , T eheran (Iran)

7. U N IC O O PJA PA N , Tokyo (Japan)

8. Jap an  Cooperative T rad ing  Co. L td ., Tokyo 
(Japan)
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9. National A gricultural Cooperative Federation, 
Seoul (Republic o f Korea)

10. Central Cooperative Exchange, Inc., R izal 
(Philippines)

11. Filipino Cooperative W holesale Society Ltd. 
M anila (Philippines)

12. Cooperative W holesale Society of T hailand  
L td., Bangkok (Thailand)

13. Bangkok C ooperative Farm  Product M arke
ting Society L td ., Bangkok (Thailand)

14. In ternational Cooperative Bank Co. L td., 
Basle (Switzerland)

15. Insurance D evelopm ent Bureau (Insurance 
Com m ittee of the ICA ), Stockholm (Sweden).

Several trade enquiries were m ade at the ICA 
Stall and contacts have already been provided to the

in tending importers. Businessmen visiting the Stall 
spent quite some tim e m aking enquiries concerning 
the products and  the supplying organisations.

A num ber of newspaperm en and  photographers 
visited the ICA  Stall and  asked questions concerning 
the participating organisations as well as their 
display. T he Asian T rade  F air News published an 
interview  o f M r M . V . M adane, Jo in t D irector 
(Technical Assistance including T rade), who was 
there in connection w ith the organisation of the 
Stall. A copy of this issue of the T rade  F air News 
has been posted to all the participating  organisations.

E M PE R O R ’S INTEREST IN  TH E ICA STALL

T h e Em peror o f Iran , Shahanshah Aryam ehr, 
visited the T rade  Fair on M onday, tlie 27th O ctober 
an d  a visit to the IC A  Stall was included in his 
itinerary. Although the IC A  was officially inform ed 
of the  visit and  security arrangem ents m ade, the 
visit could not materialise ow ing to shortage o f  time.

Some more views o f  the ICA Stall. . .

BHOR PROJECT NEARING  
COM PLETION

T he construction work for the dairy is nearing 
com pletion. T he M aharash tra  State Cooperative 
M ilk Federation, Poona (Ind ia), has now  applied to 
the authorities for a Customs C learance Perm it for 
im port o f m achinery and  equipm ent gifted by the 
W est G erm an Consum ers Cooperative Congress. 
T h e  G erm an O rganisation has shipped a p art of the 
m achinery and equipm ent to Bombay, and  the rest 
o f the m achinery is expected to  be shipped from 
W est G erm any in the near fu ture.

TRADE RELATIONS

T h e N ational Federation of Industria l Coop
eratives have, w ith the help of the  N ational Coop
erative U nion of India, entered into a barte r deal 
w ith the C entral Federation of U SSR  Cooperatives 
for the  supply of various items including Nylon and 
W oollen K nitw ear m anufactured  by the industrial 
cooperatives in Ind ia  w orth  Rs. 7.5 m illion (US $ 1 
M illion). In  exchange, R ussian Cooperatives will 
supply sunflower seed oil o f the sam e value. This 
barte r deal will open up new vistas of inter-coope
rative trade between the two countries.
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O U R  V I S I T O R S

BRITISH M Ps 
VISIT ICA

Tw o m em bers o f Par
liam ent of G reat Britain 
visited the ICA  Regional 
Office and Education
C entre for South-East 
Asia in O ctober and
N ovem ber, 1969.

M r N orm an H aseldine
M r Norman Haseldine o f the Cooperative Party

paid a brief v isit to the
office on 27th O ctober, 1969 while re tu rn ing
home from his tour of South-East Asia. Officers 
of the ICA explained to him  the activities o f  the 
R egional Centre.

M r Laurie Pavitt, also 
of Cooperative Party, 
visited the Regional C en
tre on 6th N ovem ber,
1969. M r Pavitt was in 
New  D elhi in connection 
w ith the In ter-Parliam en
tary Unions Conference.
After his visit to the 
Office and discussions 
with the officers, M r 
Pavitt sum m arised his 
im pressions in  the IC A  
Visitors’ Book in these 
words, “ I am  m ore than 
impressed, having seen 
this office as a corn, it is now a sturdy young tree 
with good roots for a m ighty oak in the century  to 
come.”

M r Laurie Pavitt

KAGARUKI VISITS ICA REGIONAL  
CENTRE

M r G.E. K agaruki, D irector o f the Coopera
tive E ducation C entre, M oshi, T anzania, visited 
the ICA  R egional Office and  E ducation  C entre for 
South-East Asia on the 21st o f N ovem ber 1969. M r 
K agaruki was on his way to Nepal to participate 
in the IC A /A A R R O  Experts’ Conference on “ the 
Role o f Cooperatives in A gricu ltural D evelopm ent” .

M r K agaruki, who is closely associated w ith  the 
cooperative education and  train ing program m es in 
the countries covered by the IC A  Office for East 
and  C entral Africa, had  discussions w ith the officers 
of the Regional C entre for South-East Asia on the 
education and  train ing program m es conducted by 
the Regional C entre in the countries of South-East 
Asia.

W hile in New D elhi, M r K agaruki had the 
opportunity of m eeting several prom inent Ind ian  
Cooperators. M r K agaruki also visited some of the 
rural areas and  observed various types of ru ral co
operative organisations.

THEY ALSO VISITED U S...

M r Thorsten A nderson, M r Neils G. Asling, 
M r & M rs Paul G rabe of L antbruksforbundet, 
Stockholm, Sw eden ■ M r O le R . Sandberg of 
Norway, Chairm an, S tanding Com m ittee on A gri
cultural Cooperation of the International Federation 
of A gricultural Producers ■ 5th Study T eam  of 
Cooperatives an d  A griculture sponsored by the 
Jap an  Association for Prom otion of A gricultural 
M odernisation ■ D r Allie C. Felder J r . ,  D irector, 
In ternational D epartm ent o f the Cooperative League

M r Kagaruki is seen taking notes during his visit to one o f the 
rural cooperatives near Delhi

of USA, W ashington D .C. ■ D r P.S.N . Prasad, 
D irector of the U N  Asian Institu te  of Economic 
D evelopm ent and  Planning, Bangkok, Thailand ■ 
M r Hyo Chul A hn, M anager o f R esearch D epart
m ent, N ational A gricultural Cooperative Federa
tion, R epublic of K orea, Seoul ■ M r Seiichi 
M iyagaw a, C entral U nion  of A gricultural Coopera
tives, Ja p a n  ■ M rs Jo a n  Young and M rs Teresa 
H inchy of England ■ M r G .M . L aud, Editor, 
T h e  Financial Express, Bombay ■ D r M ohinder 
Singh of U N /EC A FE, Bangkok ■ D r Colston E. 
W arne, President of the  In ternational O rganisation 
of Consum ers U nions ■
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C O N T E M P O R A R Y  C O O P E R A T I V E  D E M O C R A C Y
(Resolution adopted by the 24th Congress o f the International Cooperative Alliance, 1969.)

THE 24TH CONGRESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE ALLIANCE, having studied and 
discussed the reports on contemporary cooperative democracy as it is applied 
in countries of various political, economic and social systems, noting that 
different systems have an impact on the structure of the Cooperative Movement 
and, therefore, also indirectly on cooperative democracy;

HAVING regard to the rapid and far-reaching structural changes which the Coop
erative Movement has had to undertake in order to increase its economic effi
ciency in its fight against monopolies and in its efforts to improve the quality 
of its service to meet the new needs of its members;

RECOGNISING that the structural changes generally involve a development towards 
larger and fewer economic units within the Movement and a transfer of authority 
from primary societies to apex organisations;

CONSIDERING that democracy, abasic principle of Cooperation, must be retained and 
even strengthened within the new structures , and can be, in spite of difficul
ties in the application of democracy in the world today and of dangers with 
which it is threatened, such as the tendency towards bureaucracy and techno
cracy in large enterprises, and towards the concentration of economic power 
in the hands of international trusts and cartels;

UNDERLINES also the real importance of cooperative methods in satisfying the in
creasing demand for democratic participation from workers , producers, consu
mers, and in particular, from youth, in the management of economic and social 
activities;

RECOMMENDS the Affiliated Members of the International Cooperative Alliance;

TO ADAPT whenever necessary the democratic system to the new economic structures 
in s u c h  a way as to provide members of the societies with the maximum oppor
tunities for the active participation of those members;

TO INTRODUCE or develop for that purpose a system of representative democracy in 
cooperative primary societies-whenever those cover a wide geographical area of 
activity and/or have a large number of members;

TO DEVELOP democratic structures in order to allow members of cooperative socie
ties, through their elected representatives, to direct and control the policy 
of the Movement, to engage in a permanent and fruitful exchange of views bet
ween cooperative societies and central organs in a cooperative spirit and to 
facilitate the division of tasks between the different structural levels in 
order to ensure maximum efficiency in the activities of the Movement as a 
whole;

TO USE modern methods of mass consultation to stimulate and encourage members of 
cooperative societies to express their opinion and give their views on the 
activity and policies of their society and in this way to engage them to parti
cipate to a greater extent in the direction of cooperative enterprises;

TO MEET the increased need for membership enlightenment by utilising modern audio
visual techniques in membership meetings and by investing adequate resources 
in the development of a widespread cooperative press ;
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TO DEVELOP systems of training for members of elected committees so as to give them 
opportunities of acquiring the necessary knowledge for making policy decisions 
and performing control over large economic undertakings in the interest of 

. their members;

TO STRESS the cooperative training of managers and technicians employed by the Co
operative Movement and to underline in this connection the social and cultural 
aims of a Movement based on the principles of solidarity;

TO UNDERTAKE through the International Cooperative Alliance or by direct contacts, 
and exchange of experiences between the various forms of cooperation 
and between the Cooperative Movements of different countries with a view to 
improving the day to day functioning of democracy in cooperatives and to 
develop contacts with mass organisations which pursue the same objectives in 
the same spirit in order that the cooperative idea should have a bigger impact;

TO TAKE ADVANTAGE of all means at the disposal of cooperatives in order to exert 
cooperative influence on social and economic legislation as well;as public 
planning and to obtain representation of cooperative organisations on govern
mental agencies which deal with the formulation and implementation of economic 

1 and social policy.

THE CONGRESS AFFIRMS solemnly that political democracy is indispensable to the 
development of Cooperation and that reciprocally the free development of co
operative ideas and activities is indispensable to economic democracy without 
which political democracy remains incomplete.

“Cooperation as an international democratic movement, which stands fo r  mutuality and self-help, and fo r  peaceful 
collaboration across all national boundaries, irrespective o f differences o f race, religious creeds and political beliefs, 
must provide a unique appeal to all those who think the real issue today is O N E world or none. It is our' duty as Co- 
operators not only to extend and intensify our constructive Cooperative endeavours, but also to assist energetically, 
nationally and internationally, in arousing world opinion fo r  that concerted action which is urgently needed to eradicate 
ignorance, disease, want and war."

I '■
‘ ,  { -

Dr Mauritz Bonow, 
president, International Cooperative Alliance.

C O R R E C T I O N

In a table given on page 13 of the ICA Information Bulletin No. 25, 
September 1969, on membership and number of Cooperative Organisations in 
Countries Covered by the ICA Regional Centre, New Delhi, the total of member
ship was given as 7 ,275,832. This was a printing error and it should read as 
72,795,832. The Error is regretted.

— Editor.
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