INTERNATIONAL

Appointment for I.C.A, fact-finding survey on cooperative

trade developmen'b in South—EaSt ASiagnoocua¢ao-oooo'oGttuocooqoonoq
Collaboration in food line -~ Meetings of expert groups on

canned fruit and vegetables and on canned fiSh.seesvrecrrresaresess
Computers operated by cooperative organisations in Western

moppoivovcuvoonoo.cqn.ao.u.un-oo‘a-qaccﬁcccoocn'ooooco--900-0000‘
Cooperative collaboration in Western EuropCecessvescccssesrasnsnsesanss
Cooperative Union of Canada contributes to I.C.A, Technical

Assistance mnd...’gqq....QQA!:OOO.'!OOO‘00;0..n-.lootpl..c..'l.o..
CW.C. meeting of experts ON Lefseeessveanresssnrcasonssarerescsnssrcas
Establishment of International Research Centre for Cooperative

Fural Comunl‘bleS............u.u.............a....cu-..-u.onn
Establishment of Loan Guarantee Fund..ceceesscecsscsssonsccsssocasseoasos
E]lro CooperatiVGQOOOOOOQC..!0...’OQIQO.O.QODOQQQOCn.'i...!..!I.O.CQ.’D.
European Confederation of Agriculture honours Secretary of

Plunkett Founda‘tion....................................-.'......;..
Experts! Conference on Cooparation and Trade UnionS.sessesesecssccssscea
Fifth anniversary of I,C,A., Regional Office and Education

Centre for South-East ASiaq.nQuoo-o.-.uo-conoo-n-oov-cyccooooooon’q
Fifth International Scientific Cooperative Meetinge.ecsevacseneccrassces
Information on computers used by cooperative organisationSesscacseeassess
International Conference on Cooperative Assistance to

Developlng Countrles.......c....................-»-..;...u-.u-'ou
International Congress for Public and Cooperative FCONOMYeqssvseesaseee
Internatlonal OOOperatrlon Year...........o.-u..--uv.....n.....‘.--..
T.C.A. Commission on Cooperative PrinCipleScesssecscencosvaccssssnssccns
Ao Consumer Conference......u.............u....u.u..nun..-n
A, Consumer Working Party discussions in Finland...ssassssssesevace
A Consumer Working Par’by meeting.................u...-...‘o...o..
. Director's oral statement at TLO Conferencee.seasscsssesssessvee
Al
A,

M)

Frcss Committee meeting at Hamburg, Germany.eeccesssossssvrscaces
Seminar with Asian participants of Swedish Cooperative Centre...
I. C .A. Women Cooperators! Advisory Council meebingesecseesvssceescacsons
International Cooperative Bank becomes limited cCOMpanyssssvesssssscssce
International Cooperative Schoo™. 8t ROME.ssevescsescrrrsonsesossassnssee
International Cooperative Training Centre (in U.S.A.)eeasscscnsescosase
Meeting of cooperative research OffiCerS.csseecnsssessssesnsensaseassss
Mee‘bing of I.C.A. Consumer Working Par’by..............-.'u.-u........
Regional Seminar on Cooperative HOUSINZeaseannasassrovscrsssrescanssane
Report of Experts' Conference on Cooperation and Trade UnlonSececsesacs
Third International Cooperative Seminar in SwedelNessseeasssssccscsssvan
UNESCO Meeting of Experts on Fducational Exchanges for WorkerSasseeesee
UNESCO Stlldy tours for European WOI‘keI'S, l965/66.o--qocccqooc-co-vooa-n
UNESCO travel grant for Canadian youth 1eadelsseessvacssessncesvervanas
World Food Programme extenSioNccecsseevrcosasrseancorssnasscnsscsscsasves
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ARGENTINA

Cooperative education ProgralNeS e sseesarsscsnsccscsncsresascsasessecsven
Official opening of Cooperative BaNKesesoreasonessasnsssencsassancsnncs

AUSTRALTIA

Coopera*ive Federationt!s Scheme of Central Accounting and

Management benefits member SOCietieso-oo-.o.’qnc-o-vbonao--oconoo.o
Cooperators in New Year's Honours LiSteerveserevsesrosssssceccesconnoss
Dairy wins aXPOrt AWAYQeeesssvensrecasnansscvarassrroscorscssssesrssaces
Development of dairy cooperativew praisedessscsssscresccarsacasssenvese

AUSTRTIA

Conference of Cooperative Women's OrganisabionNessssceccsassasecesressees
Development of consumers! cooperatives in l96h.oooooo--ocoo-ooaaovc--.c
High award presented to woman CoOPEraloreeescsoaracssssssoscsasesssrose
Second woman to preside over Federal Council.,sseveccocasscssssscscsvas
Sixtieth anniversary of Austrian Cooperative Wholesale SocietVeseaevecas

BECHUANALAND

Pirst annual report of Department of Cooperative

SOCietieS, 196h-.0.1‘900.'00’.0(0.0.00.0"0'nol!.loo-ovl."".lt.'l

BELGIUM

Eu-ro Cooperativetlooo--oqoﬁqt'vﬁaaoncooagtouo'oaoonoo!c-ol'oooootcnooch

CAMEROUN

Coffee cooperatives contribute to country'!s success

Of cooperationQCQQOOCQQOQAOOOOO00..40.-00.0.0QG.QOI....Qloot.‘n't’ﬁ

CANADA

Annual report of United Cooperatives of CNtariOeeacssoceseesascscscsvane
Gelebration of CO~OP weekuocoo.ooolcooooo-tn..o.40cqo--op.‘ootnooooonto
Oonseil COanadien de la Coopération opens office in (ttaWw@..seysecencasee
Cooperative growth in 1963.00,‘Q"0....p’lq....u“.lO‘QO’.IOQ‘..I0.000.
Cooperative Union of Canada contributes to I.C.A.

TeChnical ASSiStance Fund.,...-....-..--.....oo.n-............o....
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Canada (continued)

Cooperatives! role in war on POVEIriy,cssessevsccsvesnasacsssassosassses
Course in cooperatives for labour studentSeecasrresveressascressascssnss
Discussions aiming at federal legislation for cooperativeSesssscessaces
Expanded training programme for overseas DPersonNel,..ssecesserserasscass
Marketing organisation for Eskimo cooperativeSccecssncscscecosrocsancee
Merger with UCO..&Q.'o‘.nucsno-oo.¢0.poo-oooovn...o.ovA¢vn-opooonoqoooc
Proposed amendments to UCO Special ACTavassccossnssncccccscnsencosnonen
Structural reorganisation aﬁtionsoto'o‘ocqococnoo.ooao--.o'oonouot-ocvo
UNESCO travel grant for Canadian youth leaderescessressccsrsscsscenssscs

CARIBBEAN

Termination of Agreement establishing Caribbean OrganisatioNesesaessews

CZECHOSLOVAKTA

Central Cooperative College in operabioNeceecesascecsscsacconscecescnnne
Coopera‘bive prOduCtS e)(hibited in Aus-briavquovnacn-a-.oon-o,oac-q-.voo.
COOperatives exhibit at Fair..oo-o.ooocnoo.oquo'.coca.ac'oaootcocoooooo

DENMAREK"

Gooperative Women'!s Guild replaced by new commitieCicessesacscacscssese
Fortieth anniversal'y of COOpeI‘atiV‘e Bank-....-....u........-.........-
Progress made by cooperatives in l96h..a.‘q.co’."9.oool’vao’l’.o..o.&n.
Resolutlion adopted at Cooperative Movement'!s CONgreSSessssscsensssesase

*See also under "SCANDINAVTAM

ECUADOR

Establishment of new Cooperative BanKesseeroseasosnrsacanerssconsssnnsones
o

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

Award of distinction to prominent cCCOpPerator caveestsscenscccscsnsessans
Consumers'! Day 1965¢o-'a00-o'coaoccoooooaQarooooqcooc.ooo-oonyconcqcooo
COOPGI'S.JGj.vesl new Competition for non“fOOd trad-eono'n’ooyo-oagp.'o..-yo
Death of founder of University Cooperative Research Institubessecressss
Furo Oooperativeoooatca-q-o-av-v-anqnco-o-co'acnoa-aa‘nov‘oouoo...ooooc
Introduction of consultation hour for consumers!

COOpeI‘ative‘S clientsoow’ca.nooovoc"..olooﬁnotncv-nggc'¢40Q00-.ago
New mabtch factory built by Gm...-onn...-............-.....n.....uun
New service by Consumers! Cooperative Movemenbasssecocsesscacsncasnrsne
Sale shares by Bank for Collective Economy Ltdesecsssseceacessancscssannse
Testing institute for consumer goodSyeccecescrevesacocavcncensseessaneae
Wholesale Society of German Consumers'! Cooperatives takes =

over "EkK1bBh GIleH"-ogo’o-ocutcooc.f.nctooovocuntacoo-ou-n-co.cochQQ
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FINLAND

SO0Kts activities in 196)-1»0oo'lpnocaoo-aoooccouoooooo-.onc-a-ooo:cotoonol

*See also under "SCANDINAVIAM

FRANCE

Changes in cooperative SEIUCH U Ceenensnsrorsrevasocesscscsscssacsencvey
Furo Cooperative...ooAoocaoc0-oQ-chaoovolﬁaoaavolooo.uo.ocooctcoonocooc

Fifth National Youth lLeaders! Congress of School CooperativeSessscecceae
National Congress of Cooperative Consumers! MovemeNt.esesacecvssscessace
New notel built by Workers! Productive Cooperativeeecscesassssssassasces
Picture gallery of Consumers' Cooperative PariS.ssescrevvscecessssscess

GAMBIA

History of Cooperation from its beginning to the present.ececssceseescsae

GREAT BRITAIN

Big cooperative take-over in Scotlandesceesssvrsacrescesssasescsnsccanse
Cooperative Insurance Socieby extends Insurance COVEIreeescssssssssasons
CW.3, President appointed to Economic Planning Councilicecsesesssesrsas
Cooperative youth in action against NUNger.cssersccacesssscececcscsssss
Cooperative Youth Movement Work Camp OVEIrSEaSs.seeserssseeecascsosrcconss
Death of COOpeI‘at'LVe 1ecturer....e........................(....n.o....
Death of former S.0 W S. Presiden G R AP AP GR PP I PION SISO OPINIOIIESIONNGES
Historical COOpeI‘“’lVQ cradle filmedesessesoevsncvocosarsvosrsossossnee
History made in Cooperative Movement .csscecscersavensrraspscersssssvoss
Knighthoods for cooperative leaderSeseaveeccssscenccessasssvscscossnans
New flour mill to be built by Sl eSesasessecrotssssscessrsssnarsranae
New S.C.“J.S. Presj‘dent.l....'...‘.....‘."...."...""........".i.'.’
Nomination of President of 1965 Cooperative CONgreSSeecesevssseasscesses
Retirement of C.W.S. DireCtOrsssseesacsssescsccrsassercsncscscconsonacan
Retirement of S.C.W.S, PresidefNtecasscnsosseceasresssccsescorsacssorcane
Retirelnen'b of three ‘bop C TJ S OfflClalsoo.-....ooc-OQQnoao.aaouvo..o-n
Retirement of ®%op C.W,S, OleClalgp.ono'ocq-....'...onooopcooa-ooooqoo.
Structural changes in C.W.S. and S,C.W.S. propesed in two

separate I‘eportsooqoo0tnqoo.aoaaotoo.'otqccooo-o-oa.o--onooooovcn'c

HOLLAND

ConcenbratiOn Of CO"'Op bakeries.coqo.o-Q'o.nc..-..1.00.0...0!0.000.!00'
Consultant for Dutch Cooperative MovemeNlecesecorssoesensrrocaansssenss

Euro Cooperative...........u....n.-.u.....................-uu...u
New appointment at "Co-op Nederland!,eeececseearscncassosssecrocasssnsssse

HONDURA S

Development of Cooperative MOvemeltsepsovesasnesanassnsonsoasassenssoans
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ICELAND"

Annual report 196h of Federation of Iceland
Cooperative Societies.oqogoocttvcltito!‘.'.t!000"'00.00..0"'!00‘0

%See also under YSCANDINAVTIAY

INDIA

Consumer CoOPEerativeSeeecsceascccerassnsssscrossrssssraqasnsasssrssscsce
National Seminar on Women and Coopel“ation.......u..........nu........
Seminar on Cooperative Training and Bducation.essessereecassncesvsveans
Silver jubilee of Bombay Mercantile Cooperative Bank ItG.,eceevescssece

ISRAEL

Establishment of International Research Centre for
Cooperat:'rve Rural Comnuni‘bies.........u..nu............uu.uu
Increase in Ophir Cooperative!s fleelesrsseresarccaassscncrostnancscesa

ITALY

Buro Coopera‘bive..............................u..n.u._...........-..o
Opening of Centre of Cooperative Studies in RoOMEeiesccesccsvanssasaccone

JAPAN

Amalgamation of Consumers! Cooperative Union with Consumers!
Cooperative Wholesale Federation....._...........u.-...............

Children's piCtOI‘ial art 8XChangCeesesceersvesssrsccrorsvasasssaresssse

Leadership changes in Central Union of Agricultural
COOPETatiVEScesnsesnrsescassaessssanresitcerserstorsaorsassanssosesesas

LATIN AMERICA

Coopera’oive education ‘braining cen’breS........................nuc.....
Cooperative training course for social workers (in Perti)sssessccescscss
Development of cooperative credit SyStemOOOQOQO.'O.'D'.‘llt.‘l.'.."‘..
Establishment of new Cooperative Bank (in Ecuador)eesesscsessscesasscnas
Official opening of Cooperative Bank (in Argenting)escesceescescecesesse
Scholarships awarded to consumer COOPErativVeSeeeesescsassassrscsnsseonsy

MALAYSIA

Regional Seminar on Cooperative Housj-ngqonol..o'.oogooyaqotooccooc..ov.
Workers of rubber plantations cooperative OWNEI'S.sceesescrscsccacsoscse
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MAURITIUS

Technical aid from JAPAN s ceerss000soerasesacsrsseasrsarsssaansstresscnnea

NIGERTA

Minister extols cooperaition....u-u........-.u.....................u

L
0y

NORWAY'

Congress of Cooperative Women!s G‘U.ild.o-conc-noocoocoocoooo.ao..-oc-oo!

Expansion of Oslo Cooperative Retail Society in 1965,escesveavescnsoace
Increased turnover for NKLOl'....'.l.'.t...olOOO.'...O..lQIQ..l."-0.'.

*See also under "SCANDINAVIAM

PERT

Cooperative training course for social WOrkerSessssscssceasscersoccsrcane

PHILIPPINES

New head office for National Gooperative Bank..u............--u.uu.

POLAND

More health coopera‘bives in 1961}......--00-00000.0--0.0011..-.oooo-o...o
Training schools for cooperative employees...-......-n.....uu.n....

SCANDINAVIA

New Manager for London Branch of Nordisk Andelsforbundeeecsssscerscesas

SOUTH-EAST ASTIA

Appointment for I.C.,A. fact-finding survey on cooperative

trade developmeﬂ'b in SO\lth'-EaSt ASia. e e PR NP RGP IRRABEPLECIRCEEPTLENRE R
Experts! Conference on Cooperation and Trade UnioONSeeassvesosscsevecssee
I.C.A. Seminar with Asian participants of Swedish

Cooperative CentrCavosveresncosares sasessccsvssvssssesssestossnane
Regional Seminar on Cooperative HOU.Sing. 5034000320000 RREIRIPOS
Report of Experts! Conference on Cooperation and Trade UnionSiesececses

SOUTH PACIFIC
Cooperative intern attached to South Pacific CommissioNesecacssescsevace
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SWEDEN

Changes in KF's Board of DireCtorS,essscesnesccescosssersssscacesorenrse
Fift'y years of Co-o0p StockholM,ssacsaaresssosssvocesssresssssasasesvana
I.C,A, Seminar with Asian participants of Swedish

Cooperative Centre.....,.........-.-..n--.........u.u.......uu
New shopping centre to be built in ValbOisessssecorccassssesarasrccnsecs
Third International Cooperative Seminar in SwedeNeseceescosssasccssnsescs

*3ee also under "SCANDINAVIAM

SWITZERLAND

Lucerne Cooperative Society!s 75th anniverSaryescsessesesessavcescossss
Women'ts cooperators‘ gift to VSKQO'OOD‘O.OOQOOO.Q.QQ...a‘.lcoot'..!’l.'

TANZANTA

First cooperative depax'trrent StO’I‘e..'ooonooooow¢ovooqc~0--cnncon-.ooo.o
Status, aims and activities of Cooperative Union of

Tanganyikalil [ ER R AR R ERE N PR R R RN RN RS AN EE R RS R RN NN EN AR RN ERNE RS ]

U, S. A

Appointment of Special Assistant to Cooperative

Leaguets PredeentoqtooooatheoOcmonoovoccoqo»onoopoouoo.ooounno-c.
"CO—OP Ci’ty" to be built in New Yorkoyounnvvovonoco;oooa'ooccoaoonooooo
Cooperative help given to thirty-nine NatioNSeeaseesescscecssssssssssasce
Cooperative League official heading 1966 tour 10 EUrOpEsesesssssscccsss
FEarly success of Rochdale Village cooperative supermarket.c.esesssecsee
Housing and supply cooperatives can help each Othersssesasesassecesccee
International Cooperative Training Cenbtrevecsscescosccscrcassscvsnsscns
Meetlng Of oooperatlvemltors..l..."l."..l.“.l.0"’."'.00.“0.0..‘.
New appointment for General Manager of Midland CooperativeSsecsescscsss
New petroleum COOPETratiVeeessasernsessrsssanesosescccrcsvrsoccrsaacoassne
New President of Cooperatlve League...ou...‘.c---.....-o.....oo'co-...
October pr‘OClalmed as coopera'tlve mon‘th........n..u-,---...u..--u.-
Opening of Rochdale Village cooperative Markeleesecesrscsseesescnscscssne
Prompt action on Cooperative League'!s Congress resolutlon..,...........
Recormendations of CUNA Planning Committee on future of

Credit Union Movement.....,..........-n..n..u.............u..n
Recruiting programme for overseas cooperative pProjeCtSeecsscesssssasssns
Regional cooperative launches ~2redit card Programmeesssssecsvesessnsess

ZAMBIA

Cooperative Society'!s social function to spread cooperative spirit

and to raise ﬁlnds"....'..O"O0.0C‘C.Q.'O.’....0'..'.".O‘.'.l..'.
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INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE ALLIANCE 11UPPER GROSVENOR STREET LONDON wi

No.l. January,
’,—“-—- =

INTERNATICNAL

MEETING OF I.C.A. CONSUMER WORKING PARTY

Bight members of the I.C.A, Consumer Working Party from France, the Federal
Republic of Germany, Great Britain, Holland, Norway, Sweden and Switzerland, together
with Mr. W, G. Alexander, Director of the I.C.A., and Mrs., Stettner, I,C.A. Secretary
for Research and Statistics, acting as the Working Party!s Secretary, held their
quarterly meeting at the Alliance'!'s headquarters in London on January 26th and 27th,
1965 .

Major items on the agenda for the meeting included a discussion of current
developments in the field of consumer affairs in various countries, plans for an
I.C.A. Consumer Conference to be held in Basel in October 1965, cooperative efforts
in the field of informative labelling, snd cooperative practices in advertising
and publicity.

Members of the Working Party were guests at a Government reception at Lancaster

. House, St. Jemes, at which Mr. George Darling discussed the consumer aspects of his
work as Minister of State at the Board of Trade and Miss Elizabeth Ackroyd, Director
of the British Consumer Council, commented on the current activities of the Council.

EURO COOPERATIVE

The consumers! cooperative societies of the Common Market countries have
formed an organisation, the Earo Cooperative, in which the wholesale societieg of
the consumers! cooperative movement are collaborating, according to a report in
the “Genossenschaftlicher Nachrichtendienst" of the "Konsimverband' Central Union
of Austrian Consumers! Cooperative Societies of December 2nd, 1964. The consurmer

~ cooperatives in Belgium, France, the Federal Republic of Germany, Holland and Itely
belong to this new organisatione.

AUSTRALIA

COOPERATORS IN MNEW YRAR'S HONOURS LIST

-

Two Australian cooperators, ir. Thorley Loton and ¥Mr, Tom Powell, were included
in the New Year's Honours List, A knighthood was conferred upon the former and the
latter was awardied the British Empire MMedal.,

Sir Thorley Loton is best known for his voluntary work for the Cooperative
. Federation of VWestern Australia and for the agricultural community. For the past
15 years, he has served on the Executive of the Federation and has been its chair-
man for 11 years., In this capacity, he has attended zone council meetings through-
out Western Australia and maintained close personal contact with cooperatives everywhere.

1. PALO,



Since 1936, Sir Thorley has been on the Board of esfarmers and became its chair-

man in 195%. Besides being chairman of the Cooperative Federation of Testern
Australia, he also holds this position in the Westralian Farmers! Cooperative Ltd.,
the estralian Farmers' Superphosphates Ltd., the Albany Superphosphates Co. Ltd.,
the Kleenheat Gag Pty. Ltd., and the Vesfarmers Tutt Bryant. For mgny years,Sir
Thorley has been very active in the agricultural field, having held a number of
leading positions and havirg been a councillor and President of the Royal Agri-
cultural Society and a founder member of the Faculty of Agriculture at the University
of Vestern Australia. In addition, Sir Thorley has long years! service in local
goveynment to his credit.

#r, Tom Powell, B.E.M., Western Australian Honey Pool liznager, played a
leading role in honey organisation and publicity for some 34 years and is the
packers! representative for Westerm Australia on the newly formed Australian Honey
Board. WMr, Powellls successful efiorts of exporting thousands of tons of honey
particularly to Asian and African countries made him the Toremost £Ausiralian honey
marketing expert.

AUSTRIA

SECOID WOIAN TO PRESIDE OVER FEDERAL COUKECIL

Mrs . Helene Tschitschko, Chairman of the Tomen's South District Cormittee
of the Austrian Consumers! Cooperatives has become Chaiman of the Austrian Federal
Council from Januvary 1965, it was announced. She thus is the second woman in
Austrials history presiding over the Federal Council, Austria's second legislative
body. Dr. Johanna Bayer, the present deputy in the National Council, was the
first Chairman of the Federal Council.

Mrs. Tschitschko, who also is active in the Town-Council of Klagenfurt, has
been closely as<=ocliated with the Austrian Cooperative Movement, Her father was
one of the founders of the Klagenfurt Consumers! Cooperative Society, and Mrs,
Tschitschko herself has becn an active collaborator in the consurers! cooperative
moverent since 1938, For her energetic activities which she had demonstrated
particularly in consumer cooperative relief actiong, she received the Silver Medal
from the Federal President for her services to the Austrian Republic.



ECUADOR

ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW COOPERATIVE BANK

A new Cooperative Bank for Ecuador, the first of its kind in Latin America,
was established in November 1964 under the auspices of the Alliance for Progress,
reports "Cooperative Americal® of January 1965. Its beginning goes back to April
1962, when the Ecuadorean Govermment and the Agency for International Development
(AID) signed an agreement to give greater encouragement to the development of
cooperatives in the country and in which the need to provide credit to cooperative
enterprises at long-, short- and medium~term with low interest rates was specified.

The Bank'!s main task is to supply financial resources on a loan basis to the
cocperative societies belonging to it, Already in Novenver 1964, the Bank had
110 cooperatives as members, which had subscribed U.S.$85,000. The AID approved
a loan of $l.2 million for the Bank and assigned a technical expert as adviser to
it for the first two years of its operations. The Governmeut of Ecuador is contri-
buting an initial allocaticn of $25,000 for the first three years to help in the
Bank's establishment and to cover any losses it may incur.

The Cooperative Bank of BEcuador will encourage the organisation of federated
cooperative bodies and will give preference to these groups in channelling its
loan services. It will provide and supervise ciedits to primry cooperatives and
help improve cooperative credit systems and services throughout the country by
promoting their greater yield through savings and loan cooperatives nr through
unions or federations formed by them, Furthermore, the Bank will cdvise coopera-
tive borrowers on how to take measures for the more effective use of their econumic
resources and how to insure their funds against improper use.

Primary cooperatives, federations or unions of cooperatives, which are rcgistered
and incorporated vnder Ecuador!s Cooperztive Law, may be members of the Bark, but
individuals, although cooperators; camnot be accepted as members. The Bank is
controiled by its member cooperatives through a Board of Directors and a Loan
Committce, directing and supervising the administration of its activities.

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

VHOLESALE SOCIETY OF GERMAN COUSUMERS' COOPERATIVES TAKES
OVER "EKLOH GmbH"

The "Ek16h GmbH", owned by the department stores Hertie, Horten, Karstadt
and Kaufhof, has passed into the hands cf the Wholesale Soclety of German Consumers'!
Cooperatives (GEG) from January lst, 1965, reports "Der Verbraucher" of Janvary
2nd. This decision was preceded by exhaustive negotiations.

The take-over of the Eklth company, as a functionslly integrated branch enter-
prise, makes it possible to effectively expand the range of cooperative activity.
It took place in full agreement with the consumers! cooperatives. A decisive fector
was that the structure of the EklBh stores with an average sales area of 450 square
metres corresponds to the requirements of modern retailing.

The Zk1%h compary comprises 53 food shops which are located primarily in
Colngne, Osnabriick, Hamburg and Kiel. The expected turnover of Tklth for 1964 is
140 million German marks.



AYVARD OF DISTINCTION TO PRONINENT COOFSRATOR

The "Raiffeisen-Rundschau" of January 1965 announced that President Lilbke of
the Federal Republic of Germany bestowed on Dr. Gustav Klusak, a high official of
the German Reiffeisen Union, the Grand Cross for Distinguished Service of the
Federal Republic's Order of Morit for his cutstanding cooperative services. At
a ceremony held at the Raiffeisen House on December 18th, 1964, the lMinister for
Food, Agriculture and Forestry of North Bhine - Westphalia, lir. Gustav Niermamn,
presented, in the presence of high dignitaries, Dr. Klusak with this honour.

In his address, Mr, Niermann stressed that Dr. Klusak's well-fcscrved distinctic
vas equally a recognition of the great services rendered by the Raiffeisen Union and
of the achievements during the long years of its existence,

GREAT BRITAIN

KNIGHTHOODS FOR COOPERATIVE LEADERS

¥r. Leonard Cooke, 0.B.E., J.P,, President of the Cooperative Vholesale Society
(c.W.S.) since November 1960, and Mr. Jack Bailey, who retired in 1962 after 20
years as National Secretary of the Cooperative Party, have been knighted in the
New Year's Honours List.

Sir Leonard Cooke is one of the Cooperative Movement's foremont financial
experts, a Director of the C.W.S. for 26 years, he was from 1949 to 1960 Chairman
of its Finance Committee which, among other things, controls the C.W.3. Bank. His
appointments include membership of the boards of the Cooperative Insurance Society
and Travco Hotels Ltd,, and, since 1950, he has bcen a member of the Central
Executive of the Cooperative Union, the lMovement's top policy-moking body. In
1963, he was President of the Cooperative Congress. Sir Leonard has served on
international committees, particularly those concerned with cooperative banking
and wholesaling and is at present Choirman of the I.C.A. Cooperctive Wholesale
Comr.ttec,

Sir Jack Bailey, an outstanding political leader and organiser and politicsl
Secretary to the Bradford Soclety from 1925 to 1936, is the author of "The British
Cooperative Movemeni" and of more than 20 pamphlets on Cooperative Party policy
and various cooperative social and political topics. He waé Editor of the Party!s
sournal "The Monthly Letter" and still contributes articliesg to the "Cooperative
fews"s Sir Jack, who has served on the Enficld Highway Society'!s Manogement
Committee since 1952 and was a member of the National Federation Negotiating
Committee, was President of the Cooperative Congress in 1964.

NCMINATION OF PRESIDENT OF 1965 COCPERATIVE CONGRESS

It was announced in the "Cooperative News" of January 23rd, 1965 that Mr,
David Shaw, General Manager of the St. Cuthbert's Association in Scotland, is to
be President of the 1965 Cooperative Congress to take place at Edinburgh.,

Since 1938 with the St. Cuthbert's Association and its chief official since
1953, lir. Shaw has spent the whole of his working life in the cooperative move-
ment, goining high esteem as o cooperative officisl. He has served the movement
in mony spheres and has been a member of a number of Cooperative Tmion committees.

be
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NEW FLOUR MILL TO BE BUILT BY S.C.W-.S,

The Scottish Cooperative Wholesale Society (S.C.W.S.) announced this month
that it was going to build a new flour mill and a grain silo at the Western Harbour,
Leith, which were to be ready by 1967. Member societies would thus have the most
modern milling plant in Great Britain. Wheat would be delivered direct from ocean-
going ships as well as by road and rail,

It was plenned that the site of two mill units would be on top of a bulk storage
building in a structure 180 ft. high. One would fill 90 sacks of flour per. hour
and the other 35 sacks per hour, giving a total capacity of 375 tons of flour in
24 hours. Delivery of flour would be in sack or box to rail or road transporte
The 33,000 ton capacity silo would store imported and native grain and would have
grain drying equipment in addition to the normal handling, weighing and distri-
bution facilities.

In reviewing the activities of the S.C.W.S. flour and allied department in
1961, it was found that & considerable advantage would be derived from the centrali-
sation of the flour production in one mill, situated at the site of a port and
using the most mcdern milling vechnigues and plant. One of the biggest problems
was, however, to acquire a cuitable site at a port capable of receiving large
vessels and equipped with the facilities for a rapid discharge of the grain cargo.
Consequently, the Rochdale Committee, recommending in its report a major develop-~
ment at the port of Leith to enable the accommodation of vessels of 40,000 to
50,000 tons dead-weight in all tides; removed that problem.

Meanwhile, the S.C.W.3. Bogrd, in anticipation of such a development, had
opened negotiations with the Leith Dock Commission for the acquisition of a suitable
site adjoining the Western Harbour which were concluded on January lst of this year.
The site of approximately 4% acres was secured on the basis of a 99-year lease and
will not only provide adequate space for the present project, but will alsc allow
for the future development of the productive capacity of the S.C.W.S. department.

COOPERATIVE INSURANCE SOCIETY EXTENDS INSURANCE COVER

"The Financial Times" of January €th, 1965 reported that the Cooperative Insurance
Society (C.I.S.), Britain's second largest industrial assurance concern, was extending
t1e policy-holders! cover by an average 10 per cent without any corresponding rise
in pramiums.,

The C.I.S. told policy-owners that, besides introducing improved scales of
sums assured for new policies issued in the industrial life market from January
1st, sums assured under policies in force at that date, or which were paid up for
the full sum assured, would be increased to the level of the corresponding new
sums assured,

The new scales, it was stated, would in general be nearly 10 per cent higher
than those in force in earlier years, and the rises varied according to the table
on which a policy was issued, according to the policy terms and the age of life
assured at entry. This development of great importance was in accordance with
the principle on which the C.T.S., as a cooperative society, had always operated
its life nssurance business, namely, that the whole of the profits of the business
should be used for the benefit of the policy-owners. Full details of the new scales
were to be announced shortly.

The C.I.3. is a jointly controlled department of the English and Scottish
Cooperative Whclesale Societiess New ordinary life assurance business obtained
during 1964 totalled £97 million, against £78 millicn in 1963 and £63% million in
1962,
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HOLLAND

NEW APPOINTIEENT AT "CO-OP NZDzRLAND"

Notice was given of the appointment of Mr. B. J. Lequin, Manager of the Co=-op
flour mills, as Teputy General lienager of "Co-op Nederland”, who has taken up his
new duties on January 4th, 1965. He is responsible for the entire field of coopera-
tive food production and the wholesale food trade.

Successor to ir. Lequin as flour nill Menager is ifr. J. de Meij, who has left

his post as Chief of the Bakery Advisory Department, and his place is taken by
nr. Bartelsman, first Assistant to lr. de lMeij.

CONSULTANT FOR DUTCH COOPER.ATIVE KOVEMENT

"Co~op Ncderland" released the news that Mr. J. Thygesen, former General
anager of the H.B. Cooperative Society of Copenhagen, Denmark, and Manager cf the
Migros Seminar "Im Grilene" at ZHrich, Switzerland, for some time, will spend two
months in Holland to advise the Dutch Cooperative Movement on problems of mansge-
ment and organisation, particularly in some recently formed large regional retail
societies.

CONCERTRATION OF CO-OP BAKZRIES

Co-0p Nederland reported that there were 148 Co-op bakeries in Holland in
January 1960 and that their number had decreased to 79 at the end of 1963, 4is
a result of continued concentrations and modernisation, there will be less than
30 bakeries in the next 6 to 7 years. During that period, 8 large new bakery
plants will eplace some 50 smaller and partly antiquated bakeries in various parts
of the country. "hen these 8 plants will be operatianal, the average weekly out-
put per bakery is expected to rise from 120 sacks (or 50 kilogrammes) of flour %o
750 sacks.

The cooperative share in the national production of bread is now 9 per cent,
as against less than 8 per cent in 1960, and this notwithstanding a constgnt decreas:
of between 1 and 2 per cent in the consumption of bread, In several regions, vhere
the Co-op is 1elatively strong, the cooperative share in the bakery trade excesds
20 per cente

LATIN AMERICA

COOPERATIVE EDUC.LTION TRAINING CENTRES

According to a report in "Cooperative fmerica" of January 1965, the Executive
Committee of the Organisation of the Ccoperctives of America (0C.), which met in
Caracas, Venezuela, from Deccmber 16th to 18th, 1964, gave OCA's official approval
to four Cooperative Training Centres in the Americas, recogrnising them as fully
qualifiod institutions for cooperative cducatione. These arc: the Centre of
Cooperative Edncation, FEconomic Faculty of the University of the Andes, Merida,
Venezuelaj the Chilean Institute of Cooperative kducaticn, Santiago, Chile; the
Campinas Centre of Couperative Training, Sao Paulo, Brazil; and the International
Ccoperative Training Centre, University of Wisconsin, }adison, Wisconsin, U.S3.A.



HNIGERTA

MINISTER EXTOLS COOPERATION

In a recent address te farmers, mambers of the Cooperative Produce Marketing
Society and of the Cooperative Thrift and Credit Socciety at Ibese near Ilaro, the
Regional Minister in the Western Wigeria Ministry of Agriculture and Natural
Resources, lir. Alhaji Z.A. Opaleye, described cooperation as a way of life, reports
the "Western Nigeria Cooperative News" for October-December 1964, I, Opaleye charged
cooperators to encourage others to come into the fold of the cooperative movement
and said that seriousness of purpose, holding of regular meetings and savings were
the controlling forces of a progressive cooperative society.

Nigerian cooperators took the opportunity of expressing to the lMinister their
gratitude to the Government for the £2 million grant made to the Cooperative Bank
of Western Nigeria and of requesting the Regional Govermnment to extend the Ibese
rural water scheme to the surrounding villages and to establish an integrated rural
development scheme in the area.

PHILIPPINES

NEYW HEAD OFFICE FOR NATIONAL COOPERATIVE BANK

The Philippine National Cooperative Bank, which has been in existence for five
years, was to move its head office to the newly constructed Dona Amparo bwilding in
Manila on December lst, 1964, it was reported in the November issue of the "Philip-
pines Cooperative Advocate".

The Bank, the only cooperative one in the Philippines, was registered with the
Coovergtives Administration Office in October 19959 and has grown congiderably during
its first five years. Its assets have increased and its services and facilities
expanded, It has fully operational branches in eight cities and will open some in
at least three others in the meagr future. Its responsibilities as the central bank
for cooperatives have grown toc, for about 300 new cooperative sccieties are belng
added yearly to the register of the Cooperatives Administration Office and to the
prospective clientele of the Bank. WVith a total of more than 1,00C operating non-
agricultural societies of various types and the yearly additions, it was hoped that
the Philippine National Cooperative Bank would continueto keep pace with the grcwath
of the cooperative movene nt.

U. 3. A,

PROMPT ACTION CN COOPERATIVE IRAGUE'!'S CONGRESS RESOLUTION

Following up our repart on the 24th biennial Gongress of the Cooperative
League of the U.S.A,, and with particular reference to the resolution adopted by
it on the initiative of the British economist, lMiss Barbara Ward, calling for con-
tributions of 10 cents per individual member of all member organisaticns of the
League (see this News, No. 12, Decerber 1964, p.8), we take pleasure in bringing

now the news reported in the League's "Cooperative News Service" of December 22nd,
1964, on the mrompt action taken thereon by two U.S.A. Cooperatives.

The first Cooperative to act on Miss Ward's suggestion incorporated in the

above-mentioned resolution was the Rochdale Credit Union in Chicago, which serves
mainly past and mresent employees of the Cooperative League. The Greenbelt Consumer
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Services Cooperative of Beltsville, Yd., was the second in the U.S.A. to contribute
10 cents per asember to Worldwide Co-op Partners to help establish cooperatives in
newly developing countries. A cheque for $2,5C0 from this Cooperative was received
by the League's Executive Director, Mr, Jerry Voorhis, on December 2lst, accompanied
by the following lines of the Greenbelt Consumer Services Cooperative's President,
Wr, Rosenzweig: “The great unmet needs of the newly emerging countries, ccoupled
with the ability and willingness of ccoperators to assist in the development, makes
us feel that the American cooperative movement could meke a significant contribution
by offering the leadership to make such development a reality,.," And lir, Voorhis
said he hoped “this fine example on the part of the nation's largest consumer co-op
will set the nace for similar action by other cooperatives throughout the country
in helring carry out lfiss Ward's suggestion".

OPEXING OF ROCHDALE VILLAGE COOPERATIVE AARKET ;

The opening of the first permanent cooperative market at the Rochdale Village
in Jamaica, New York, in December 1964 has been made public, This market of 25,500
square feet ig the first and largest of four structures of the new shopping centre
there,

Mmost 1,000 families, representing an investment of nearly $100,000 in share
capital, have joined the Rochdale Consumers! Society, and more than 200 persons
have purchased notes to help finance the cooperative merket which will attract the
people from the Rochdale Village and the surrounding neighbourhood. It was hoped
that all would becane members., Shares in the Scciety are $5C and partial payments
of $10 or more may be made until a share was owned.

INTERFATIONAL COOPERATIVE TRATNING CEHNTRE

A well illustrated publication entitled "7The International Ccoperative Training
Center" has recently been issued. y

In the introduction to the publication, it is explained how thiis Training
Centre came to be established., In order to meet the needs of people who come every
year to the United States from all over the world to find out how to organise and
operate successful cooperatives of all kinds, U.S. cooperative leaders drew up a
plan for a Centre which would operate the year round at an outstanding American
University offering the best available education and training in cooperatives for
leaders from other countries., The cocperatives set up the Board for International
Cooperative Training, Inc. to put the plan into operation and to advise and assist
in the training, The University of Wisconsin agreed to direct the Centre, provide
a stafl of instructors and make its facilities and resources available, and the '
United States Government agreed to rrovide funds to set up the Centre and meet its ”
initial operating costs through the Agency for Intcrmational Devel opment, This
joint effort resulted in the opening of the Centre in August 1962 as part of the
University of Wisconsin in Madison; during the first two years of operation, 270
leaders from 48 countries were trained there,

The purvoses of the Centre arc defined as follows: tn train leaders from
the world's developing nations in all phases of cooperation so that they can as-ist
their people in organising and operzting successful cooperatives to ackieve a betier ,
economic and social 1life; to train people who are preparing for work in other
countries and who might find a knowledge of cooperatives useful; %o conduct research
which will assist developing countries in advancing their own systems of cooperatives;
to collect, publish and distribute the results of cooperative rosearch; to issue |
vublications and training materials useful to cooperatives in other countries; to
asserble and maintain a comprehensive library on cooperatives; and to assist other
countries in the establishment and develomment of their own trainming centres for
cooperative leaders and workers,

(¢}



Under the heading "Cooperative ideslism should result in action', the publica-
tion explains the Centre's point of view permeating all of its training activities,
giving examples of what is useful and uvseless to study and of epecific practical
problems examined and discussed by the trainees in classes, Following a brief
outline of the variety and flexibility of the courses held and training methods
and materials used, a sixteen-week Cooperative Seminar -~ the most intensive course
offered by the Centre and repeated several times each year -~ and the in-service
field training for cooperative managers, administrative personnel, cooperative
organisers,management trainers, specialists in member education and government
officials from departments of cooperation, as well as shorter courses for specific
groups and special courses for special interest groups are described., It is stated
that certificates are awarded for the successful completion of all courses, but
that the courses in the Centre do not earn university credits.

Information is also given on group and individual earolments in the Centre,
on qualifications required ef traineces, on fees and scholarghips, and on housing
for the students. A long list of the subjects (with annotations) dealt with in
the courses completes the publication.
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INTERNATIONAL

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION YEAR

The following message%'was sent by the Secretary-General of the United Nations
to the non-governmental organisations in comnection with the International Coopera-
tion Year:

"In Novenmber 1961, Prime Minister Nehru of India suggested that one year should
be devoted to emphasise the vast scope of international cocperation, especially for
peace and in the interest of peace, Two years later, the General Assembly decided
to designate 1965, the twentieth year of the United Nations, as International Co-
operation Year. It was envisaged that the non-governmental organisations would play
an important r6le in realising the aims and objectives of the International Co-
operation Year, In their every-day operations, they are already engaged in imple-
menting the idea of international cooperation and with their world-wide resources
they are certain to play an ever-increasing r6le in areas where governments and
cther official organs cannot perform an adequate function, It is my hope that the
non~-governmental orgamisations during this year will seize with enthusiasm the
opportunities opened up by the General Assembly action, and further broaden and
intensify their activities within their particular sphere of action.”

The Committee for the International Cooperation Year, established by the United
Nations General Asserbly, submitted its report (General Assembly document A/5836
of 17 December 196h)*po the Assembly, containing the following relevant statement
in its paragraph L5:

"The Committee has been advised by a substantial number of non-governmental
organisations in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council of the
activities they have planned and prepared for the International Cooperation Years
The Committee is pleased to note that the response from non-governmental organisa-
tions conforms completely with the aims and objectives laid down by the General
Assembly. The Committee belisves that the combined effect of these activities
will contribute significantly to the success of the International Cooperation Year "

*Received at I.C.A, Headquarters as circular letter (65-00979) with enclosures
(65-00977 and 65~00978), dated January 25th, 1965, from Charles A.Hogan, Chief,
Non-Governmental Organisatinns Section, Economic and Social Council Secretariat
(United Nations Headquarters, New York), to Non-Governmental Organisations in
Consultative Status,

COOPERATIVE UNION OF CANADA CONTRIBUTES TO I,C.A.
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FUND

It was announced in the "Co-op Commentary" of Jamary 28th, 1965 that the
Cooperative Union of Canada (CUC) has made its first conbtribution to the Technical
Assistance Furnd of the International Cooperative Alliance under the new arrangement
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by which 10 per cent of the Cooperatives Everywhere Funds are being turned over
to the I,0.A, for its technical assistance work in all parts of the world, CUC!s
first payment of $715 to the I.,C.A. represented 10 per cent of the Cooperatives
Everywhere contributions for the period from July to the end of 196Lt, and it was
stated that the government contributions to the JUC for cooperative development
work in northern Canada were not included in the calculation,

The decision to participate in this wWway in the L.C.A, technical assistance
programme was made last July at CUC!s Congress at Charlottetown when it was generally
felt that the Canmadian cooperatives should play a part in international efforts of
creating cooperatives around the world., Canada's help to the I.C,A, was expec.ed
to grow steadily as the Cooperatives Everywhere programme was getting more estab-
lished,

REGIONAL SEMINAR ON COOPERATIVE HOUSING

A Regional Seminar on Cooperative Housing, organised by I.C.A,!s Education
Centre in New Delhi, in collaboration with the Cooperative Union of Malaya and the
Federation of Cooperative Housing Societies, was held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
from November 30th to December 1llth, 1964 and attended by 17 representatives of
the cooperative housing societies and cooperative departments in the region,
Experts from the I.C.A, Housing Committee and Sweden!s National Tenants Savings
and Building Union (HSB) and Cooperative Union (XF) participated in the Seminar
and gave lectures there.

The Seminar, which was opened by lMalaysia's Minister of Agriculture and
Cooperatives, reviewsd the present position of the cooperative housing societies,
aiscussed the possibilities of their future development, the role and importance
of the apex organisations in developing these societies and the difficulties
experienced by them, as well as the role of Governments in giving financial and
other assistance to housing cooperatives in developing countries,

I.C.A., SEMINAR WITH ASIAN PARTICIPANTS OF SWEDISH COOPERATIVE CENTRE

On the basis of a request from the Swedish Cooperative Centre (previcusly
the Swedish Centre for Cooperative Development), the I.C,A, organised a two-day
Seminar at New Delhi, India, on December 21lst and 22nd, 196L, for the Asian parti-
cipants in the nine-~months training programme held in Sweden during that year,
The discussions in the Seminar were, among other subjects, devoted to the applica-
bility of Swedish experiences to the conditions in South-Kast Asia,



EXPERTS! CONFERENCE ON COOPERATION AND TRADE UNIONS

The Education Centre of the I,C.A, and the Asian Trade Union College of the
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (I.C.F,T,U.) jointly organised
and Experts! Conference on Cooperation and Trade Unions which was held in New
Delhi, India, from January 1lth to 18th, 1965 and in which experts from the Coopera-
tive and Trade Union Movements of Ceylon, India, Japan, the Republic of Korea,
Malaysia, Pakistan and the Philippines participated. The ILO was represented by
Mr, S, K, Jain, Director of its Asian Field Office in Colombo,

The Conference was opened by Dr. V. K, R. V. Rao, a member of the Indian
Govermment !s Planning Commission, and its purpose was to bring together people
with considerable experience in the cooperative and labour fields in order to
examine the possibilities of collaboration and joint ventures between the Coopera-
tive and Trade Union Movements, Subjects such as urbanisation in South-~East Asia
and its effects on the social and economic life of the urban community, the
principles and aims of the Cooperative Movement, and the present participation of
trade union workers in cooperative activities were discussed and the progress and
development of the Trade Union Movement and of the cooperative activities in the
urban areas of South-Fast Asia were reviewed, Specific problems faced by the
cooperative thrift and loan societies, housing societies and consumers! cooperatives
were analysed, and the role of cooperatives in promoting savings among trade union
members and in protecting the consumers! interests in urban areas was discussed.
The possible areas of future collaboration between the trade unions and the coopera-
tive socleties were also examined,

The Conference received wide press coverage and some of its delegates took
part in a discussion on the All India Radio on "Cooperation and Consumers! Pro-
tection',

CANADA

DISCUSSIONS ATMING AT FEDERAL LEGISLATION FOR COOPERATIV ES

During the past year, both English-language and French-language Canadian
national associations of cooperatives restated their firm views on the need for
federal legislation for cooperatives, As a result, officers of the Cooperative
Union of Canada (CUC) and of Le Conseil Canadien de la Coopération (CCC) held a
meeting in Montreal on January 16th, 1965, it was reported in the "Co-op Commentary™
of Junuary 28th, at which it was decided to bring to a head the question of federal
legislation for cooperatives and to make an immediate new approach to the Federal
Government in order to sec what steps must be taken by the cooperative movement
to clear the way for such legislation,

The first efforts of the pioneer cooperators towards federal legislation in
Cgnada were made in 1907 and were supported by Governor Gereral Earl Grey, then
the first President of the I.C,A,, Mr, William Iyon Mackenzie King, Deputy Minister
of Labour at the time, and Mr, Alphonse Desjardins, the famous founder of the
Caisse populaire movement in Quebec and of the credit union movement in North
America, The Conadian cooperative movement itself has, for more than fifty years,
sought federal legislation under which cooperatives operating inter-provincially
may incorporate, and it was this issue that brought cooperators in various parts
of the country together and that led to the formation of the CUC in 1909. However,
throughout the years, federal cooperative legislation had been blocked by various
issues and by the opposition of anti-cooperative business and financial interests,
The first bill was passed in the Canadian House of Commons unanimously, but it
was rejected by one vote in the Senate dominated by tusiness interests, While



cooperatives are restricted to provincial legislation alone, other business enter~
prises can be incorporated either provincially or federaliy, and when cooperatives
are organised inter-provincially, they have to use the Federal Companies Act and
resort to makeshift regulations that are inappropriate to the cooperative method
of businesse.

ANNUAL REPORT OF UNITED COOPERATIVES OF ONTARIO

The 196l annual report of the United Cooperatives of Omtario (UCO) contains
the reports of the Directors and Management, statements of operations and general
reserve, balance sheets, patronage returns and financial highlights of the United
Cooperatives! member local cooperatives, It is concluded with a brief look ahead
into the next 50 years by the General Marager,

Reference is made to the 50th anniversary of the United Cooperatives of
Ontario which has grown out of the United Farmers Cooperative Company Ltd, from a
loosely-knit group of thousands of individual members to a corporate membership
structure of 140 retail cooperatives with B0,00C members in 196k, Among the
subjects particularly stressed in both reports are challenges for cooperatives,
marketing programmes, a proposal for a plan for direct membership in the United
Cooperatives, the utilisation of earnings, operations of the UCO in 196l with
retrospect to the past five years and trends and possibilities for the next five
or ten years, gains in hardware and in grain distributlon, credit planning, and
the increase in personnel requirements,

FINLAND

SCK's ACTIVITIES IN 196L

The following details were supplied by the Finnish Cooperative Whelesale
Society (SOK) on its activities and those of its member societies during 196k,

The slackening of sales caused by exceptional circumstances was felt in the
activities of SOK's member societies, though to a somewhat slighter degree than
in the total trade of the cowntry, Towards the end of the year, the sales grew
considerably livelier, to which fact a great increase in the turnover of agricul-
tural products contributed for its part. Further, the development in the sales
of the cooperative sccieties differed from that of the total retail trade in the
sense that the sales of business units of non-food lines advanced more than those
of groceries, Thus, the cooperative societies comtinued to strengthen their posi~
tion in non-food lines, The continuous change in the structure of turnover was
also seen in the decrease of the number of groceries and increase in the nunber
of saleg units for non-food articles,

Owing to amalgamations, the number of cooperative societies decreased by 8
and was thus 348 at the end of the year. According to advance information, the
societies had a total of 5,902 business units, a decrease of 116; L,9Ll of the
business units were shops, a decrease of 1L7.

The advance of the number of members was favourable. 3h,1CO new members were
registereds At the checking of the list of members, 19,600 were struck off, where~
by the total membership increased by 1L,521 and was thus 522,453 at the end of the
year,

The turnover of the cooperative societies was £203,5 million with an increase -
of £1L.,2 million or 7,5 per cent., The share of agricultural products amounted to

be



£25,3 million, an increase of 11,9 per cent, and that of agricultural articles to
£35.6 million, with an increase of 1,6 per cent. The share of agricultural articles
of the total sales of the cooperative socicties was 29.L per cent, the corresponding
figure being 29,9 per cent in the previcus yeara. The cooperative societies employed
a total of 29,805 persons, or the same number as in the previous year. The total
amount of deposits was £17.,1 million, showing an increase of £1.,1 million, or

7«2 per cent, ’

The sales of SOK without purchase tax were £105.5 million, This figure is
approximately the same as that of the previous year, in which the purchase tax
had been included, Owing to the change in taxation at the beginning of the year,
the purchase tax is not included in the figures of the year 196L, The sales of
production plants, excluding purchase tax, were £214,5 million, an increase of
11,9 per cent as compared with the previcus year. SOK's own production share of
~the total sales was 23,1 per cent,

INDIA

SILVYR JUBILEE OF BOMBAY MERCANTTILE COOPERATIVE BANK LID,

On the occasion of the silver jubilee celebration of the Bombay Mercantile
Cooperative Bank Ltd, on February 6th, 1965, two souvenir booklets entitled "25
Years of Cooperabive Banking" were lssued, one a pictorial with the patrons, founding
dignitaries, past and present high officials and staffs of the Bank and its branches,
accompanied by text, graphs, statistics and Important cvents over the 25 years of
the Bank!s existence, and the other with the texts of the welcoming and other
speeches at the celebration in Bombay,

- The Bombay Mercantile Cooperative Bank Ltd, was established on June hth, 1939
as a Cooperative Credit Society with only a small paid up capital of Rs.10,600/~
to provide credit facilities on a cooperative basis to small traders and artisans,
It gained quickly the confidence of the public and, with the whole~hearted coopera~
tion of its members, rose to the status of a cooperative bank within a yeara

Apart from its head office in a seven-~storey bullding in Bombay, the Bank has
now three branches in that city and one branch in Ahmedabad in the State of Gujarat,.
The latter is in its own nine~storey building which was opened in 1961 by the then
Chief Minister of Gujarat Statc.

During this quarter of a century, the Bank has made good progress, has been
functioning successfully and rendering useful service to its members and clientele
and has become a leading urban cooperative bank in the States of Maharashtra and
Gujarat, It has at present an authorised and fully subscribed capital of )
Rs,10,00,000/~ (10 lakhs; 1Rs. equals approximately £0,1.6), At the end of 1939/
L0, deposits amounted to only Rs.9,200/-, but in 1963/6lL, they have aggregated to
Rs,3,69,11,700/~, The gross income, which stood in 1939/L0 at Rs.2,300/-, has
gone up to Rs,18,39,800/~ for 1963/6L, In the 25 years, the Bank's amnual turn~
over has risen from Rs,2,8l,200/~ to Rs,62,06,15,000/~ and the working capital
from Rs,lLl, OO/~ to Rs.l,08, 70,400/, The Bank is the only sub-member of the
Bombay Bankers! Clearing House among cooperabive banks and continues to be in the
Govermment Audit Classification "AM since its inception. For the year ended June
30th, 196h, the Bank paid to its shareholders a dividend of 9 per cent free of
income tax, ircluding a Silver Jubilee Bonus.

The Bank!s membership, which is open to all communities irrespective of caste
or creed, is 10,676 and its clientele. numbers 27,2L5. It is registered at present
as a multi-unit cooperative bank occupying a prominent position in the field of
cooperative banking in the country and especially in the city of Bombay.
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Among the facilities offered both at the Bombey head office and at the
Ahmedabad branch are automatic cash counters and up~to-date and air-cornditioned
safe deposit vaults, as well as the maintcnance of a night safe at the head office.
There is a scheme of advances for the purchase of utilicy articles, such as sewing
mechines, refrigerators, window-type room air-corditioning machines, etc., and
advances arc given to women members of the Bank on liberal terms against hire
purchase of sewing machines to help them augment their earnings and better their
econormic conditions.

CONSUIMFR COOPZFRATIVES

At a meeting with members of the Price Rise Resistance Hovement, of consumers!
asscciations and some public men in New Delhi on November 8th, 196l, as reported
in "The Cooperator" of December 15uvh, the Ministerfbr Community Development and
Cooperation, Shri S. K, Dey, discussed to what extent the urges released by the
Price Rise Resistance Movement in New Delhi and other towns of India could be
institutionalised in the form of consumer cooperative stores to provide unadultera-
ted, standard and quality goods to the consurers at reasonable prices, '

The Minister informed the participants in the meeting that his Ministry, in
cooperation with the Planning Commission, had preparcd a scheme to open a chain
of cooperative stores in India which would get stocks of grain from growers and
consumer goods, including textiles, from manufacturers through marketing societies
and wholesale stores with which they would be linked, Although at present, the
tilnister added, about 220 wholesale and 3,700 primary cocperative stores were
doing business worth about Rs.5,5 crores, they could not create a real impact on
the price situation until at least 20 per cent of the consumers in urban areas
and 10 per cent of the trade were controlled by them.

The tremcndous effort needed by cooperators, cooperative institutions and
governmental agencies to reach the target of trade and coverage of population
outlined by Shri Dey, can be gauged from the fact that the total extent of retail
tiade in the cowntry had been estimated at aboub Rs.9,000 crores, Coasumer stores
in mony places had rendered commendable service to the consumers, but their impact
on India's spiralling prices was only symbolic, It was nct intended, however,
that the consurer stores should ever gaia monopoly of retall or wholesale trade,
but they should function efficiently and effectively in competition with private
trade and fair price shops and establish, by their fair and honest dealirgs, that
they could serve the genuine interests of the consumers in a ruch better way. In
order to realice this objective, the organisation of such stores and their number
required would need all the support and guidance from ccoperators as well as public
men,

LLTIN AMERTICA

DEVELOFPMENT OF COOPERATIVE CREDIT SYSTEM

A system of banks for cooperatives, which was established last year amd is
in some ways similar to, and in others different from, that in the United States,
is taking form in various Latin American countries, it was renorted,

The organising committee of the Inter~imerican Cooperative Finance Institute
which is guiding this development, met in Quito, Fcuador, where, as reported in
this News Scrvice of January, a new Cooperative Bank had been established in
Noverber 196L. Mr. A. J. Smsby, General Manager of Midland Cooperatives, Inc.,
Minnegpolis, and recently ramed to fill a U.S. vacancy on the Institute'!s Board,
and ¥r, Stanley Dreyer, Assistant Executive Director of the Cooperative League of
the U.S.A. and an alternate member of the Board, took part in the Quito meeting, i
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Mr.Dreyer pointed out that the banks in the Latin American countries were
being set up to serve cooperatives of all types, l.e, rural and urban, while
those in the United States served only farm cocoperatives, Apart from Uruguay,
where a bank for cooperatives existed before the institution of the programme
for Latin America, and the one alreqdy in operation in Ecuador, banks have been
chartered in Argentina and Chile, and several other countries have now banks in
various stages of development. The incorporation of an Inter-imerican Bank, in
which all of these national banks would be linked together,1s at present under

study.

The U,S. Government is supporting the establishment of such a stable credit
system for cooperative development in Latin America through a grant of $250,000
from the Agency for International Development (AID) to the Fund for Internatlonal
Cooperative Development, an organisation sponsored by the Cooperative League,

NORAY

INCREASED TURNOVER FOR NKL

According to a report in "Vart Blad" of January 13th, 1965 the Norwegian
Cooperative Union (NKIL) shows for the year 196li an increase in turnover of 53
million kr., a rise of 10 per cent, which brings the total turnover to over 580
million kr, Membership also rose by 5 000 and is now up to 330,000,

The retail trade of societies has also increased by 10 per cent, rising to
ahout 2 milliard kr., a figure such as probably no other organisation in the country
can show, These excellent results are mainly due to sales of specialist goods in
the chain of Domus department stores which NKL now possesscs in Narvik, Moss,
Lillehammer and elsewhere, as well as in large shops run by local 8001et1es like
"Gkonom" in Stavanger.

SCANDINAVIA

NEY MANAGER FOR LONDON BRANCH OF NORDISK ANDELSFORBUND

The new Manager of the London Office of the Nordisk Andelsforbund, NAE (8candi~
navian Cooperative Wnolesale Society), reports the "indelsbladet" of January Tth,
1965, is Mr, Tor Teian, a Norwegian, who teok up his appointment at the beglnnlng
of this year, Mr, Teian is a graduate of the Oslo College of Commerce and has worked
in the Norwegian National Cooperative Union (NKL) since 1953, He has been head of
NKL's Import Department since 1961 and is also ‘the Norwegilan cooperative represen-~
tative on the Imports Board and the Department for fLgriculture,

U.S QA.

"CO-0P CITY" TO BE BUILT IN NEW YORK

In the Decenber 1963 issue of this New Service (p.ll), we reported on Roch~
dale Village in Queens, New York, the world'!'s largest consumer coopermbtive housing
development, sponsored by the United Housing Foundation in 1960, This cooperative
project for 5,860 families has now been nearly completed.

70 PITQOQ



Once again, the Foundation is sponsoring and getiing ready to build the world!s
largest hovsing cooperative, reporis tihe "Cooperative lcews Service!" of February 9th,
1965 of the Cooperative League of the U.3.4. This time, its is "Co-op City" which
will be built in the Bronx, New York, and will rrovide moderately-priced flats for
15,500 families, It will be the largest of any private, public or cocporative
housing development in the U.S..\,

{r. Abraham E. Kazan, the Foundaticn's President, who was jcined in ainouncing
this project on February 9th by Governor Nelsm Rockefeller of lNew York State and
New York City!s lMayor Robert Wagner, szid that this development would not have
kteen possible without the support of the City and State of New York, Co-op City,
he continued, weuld cost about 300 milli-m ard will provide geod housing at carryin
charges averaging between $22 and ¢23 a room per month, Part of the construction
moncy will come from the families who will live in the cooperative, and these in-
vestments will not excecd $450 per rcom, In addition, the Foundation had applied «
to the New York State Housing Finauce Agency for a loan of $262,96l,000, which will
be the largest single mortgage ever granted in MNew York City, as well as to the
City for a partial tax abatement made possible by state law, During the abate-
ment period, tne cooperative will pay to the City taxes of approximotely $5 million
a yeare

4

The buildings, ccntaining ons- to three-bedroom flais with central air-condi-
tioning, will stand on a 300-acre site, 90 acres of which will be sct aside for
public facilities, such as schcols, a library, parks and streets, and there will
be opan staces for gardens and playgrourdse The community of about SS,OOO people
will have its own power plant, rccreation and shopping centres, and indoor and
cutdoor parking places for 10,850 cars will be provided.

In addition to Rochdale Village, the United Housing Fourdation, which is a
non-profit federation of housing cooperatives, laktour unicns and neighbourhood
and civic organisations, has sponsored six other housing cocperatives, providing
a total of 15,061 housing units, since its inception in 195L.

E.RLY SUCCE3S OF ROCHDALE VILLAGE CCOPZRITIVE SUPERMARKEDT

Following up our note in the last issue of this News Sorvice concerning the
opening of the Rochdale Village cooperative market in Jemaica, Jew York, in lecember
196k, the great success dwring the first four days of its existence, as rcported in
the rid~Eastcrn Cooperatives, Inc, (Lodi, New Jersey) "Co-op Highlights" of this
month, deserves recording here,

On the first day, 3,h2h shoppers purchased goods at the suvermarket, resulting
in total sales of $2F5,000, or an average of $7,59 per person. In the first four
days, the number of shoppers was about 12,076 and the sales amcunted to a total
of $6,500,

Many of the shoppers visited the "Hospitality Corner" in the market, where
they enjoyed a cup of Co-op Premium Coffce with Co~op milk, dorated by the Eastern
Cooperatives, Ince Volunteers from mere than 30 of the community and affiliated
organisations of Rochdale Village staffing the Hnspitallby Corner served l,??h
cups of coffee on the opening day. Manv consumers inguired at the membership
desk about the work of a consumers' cooperative society, and, already on the first
day, 86 persons bought shares, investing a total of $1,765. During the first four
days, 2L6 people joined as members, bringing the tctal number of owners to 1.,1.96°



INTERNATTIONAT

I.C.A, WOMEN COOPERATORS! ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING

The first meeting of the I.C.A, Women Cooperators! Advisory Council was
held at the I.C.A. Headquarters in London on March 16th and 17th, 1965 and was
attended by representatives from Austria, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, the Federal
Republic of Germany, Finland, Great Britain, Holland, Israel, Poland, Sweden,
Swiszerland, U.S.S.R. and U.,S,A. The meeting was opened by the Directcr of the
I.C.A,, Mr, W. G, Alexander, who welcomed the delegates, and Mrs, M. J. Russell,
of the I,C.A., Secretariat, acted as the Councills Secretary. Mrs. E, Tas-Callo
of Holland was elected Chairman and Mrs, M, Lonsdale of Great Britain Vice-~Chairman,

A full discussion took place on the Council's work arising out of its terms
of reference resulting in the decision to recommend two small amendments thereto
to the T.C.,A, Executive Committee. With regard to assisting in the cooperative
work in under-developed countries, in particular where women needing help are
concerned, the Council will recommend specific projects; in the meantime, it was
suggested that the Council members might encourage thelr respective organisations
to support the I.C.A,!'s Technical Assistance Fund. - It was further agreed that
women had a great part to play in the field of consumer education and informatiorn
and that close contact should be maintained with the I.C,A, Consumer Working Party.
The interests of women cooperators in agricultural producers! ard housing coopera-
tives were also stressed for consideration by the Council.

The next meeting of the Advisory Council will most likely be held early in
1966,

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE BANK BECOMES LIMITED COMPANY

On March 12th, 1965, the rews was released that the "Internationale Genossen-
schaftsbank" (International Couperative Bank), Basel, which had been founded by
various unions of European cooperatives and was legally a cooperative, became a
limited company. At the same time, its capltal has been increased from 1,37 million
to 10 million Swiss francs, These two facts resulted in a much larger number of
the shareholders of the International Cooperative Bank Limited which are the follow-
ing: the Cooperative Wanlesale Society Ltd., Manchester; Kooperativa Fyrbundet
(Gooperative Union), Stockholm; Grosseinkaufsgesellschaft Deutscher Konsumgenossen-
schaften mbd, (Wholesale Society of German Consumers! Cooperatives Ltd,), Hamburg;
Verband Schweizerischer Konsumvereine, VSK (Uniou of Swiss Consumers! Societies),
Basely Zentralkasse der Konsumgenossenschaften (Central Bank of Consumers! Coopera-
tive Sooieties), Vienna; furthermore, the unions of the consumers! cooperative
societies in Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Holland, Iceland and Norwgy, In
addition, two insurance companies belonging to the group of the Nationwide Mutual
Insurance Company (U,S.A.) are shareholders.

The following banks closely connected with cooperatives and trade unions
Lad a share in the capital increase: the Bank fifr Gemeinwirtschaft A,.G., (Bank
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for Collective Economy Ltd.), Frapkfurt am Main; Bank fUr Arbelt und Wirtschaft
A.G, (formerly Workers! Bank Ltd,), Vienna; Genossenschaftliche Zentralbank
(Cooperative Central Bank), Basel; Bank dapoallm BuM,, Tel-Aviv; Cooperative
Wholesale Society Bankers Ltd,, Manchester; Hollandsche Koopmansbank (Dutch Merchant
Bank), Amsterdem; Andelsbanken (Cooperative Bank), Copenhagen; Arbejdernes Lands-
bank (Workers' National Bank), Copenhagen; and Samvirkebanken (Cooperative Bank),
Oslc,

Other credit institutions, too, which are outside the cooperative sector,
but have business rclations with cooperative societies and want to strengthen them,
have acquired shares, as, for example, the Bank of America which is represented on
the Supervisory Board by its Vice-President, Mr, C. M. van Vlierden of San Francisco,

The International Cooperative Bank Ltd. will provide all of the services of
a commercial bank, including the promotion of cooperative institutions and rationa-
lisation of trade and productlon and will also function as a general bank making
available its services in all soctlons of the banking business to all branches of
the economy and the population. The Bank!s business activity will also extend to
non-Buropean countries,

Mr. Carl Wiederkehr, Deputy Chairman of the Management of the Wholesale Society
of German Consumers! Cooperatives Ltd., Eamburg, has been elected President of the
Board of Directors and Mr. Walter Hesselbach, Chairman of the Executive of the Bank
for Collective Economy Ltd., Frankfurt am Main, its Vice-President. The following
are mermbers of the Superv1sory Board: Mr, J, Ardhuin of Paris; Mr. H. A. Cowden
of Kansas City; WMr, E. Groes of Copenhagen; Dr, W. Kehl of Basel; Mr. A, Korp
of Viemna; Dr. H. King of Basely Mr. W. Quincey of Manchester; Dr. A. Schnurren-
berger of Basel; Mr, B, Tronét of Stoeckholm; Mr, A, Vuilleumier of Basel; Mr,

C. M, van Vlierden of San Franciscosy Dr. J. Haar of Vienna; and Mrs A. Zabarsky

of Tel-Aviv., Directors are Mr, Werner Bleile, member of the Board of Directors -
of the Cooperative Central Bank, Basel, and lir, Rolf Wagner, member of the Executive
of the Bank for Collective Economy Itd., Frankfurt am Main.

THIRD INTERNATTONAL COOPERATIVE SEMINAR IN SWEDEN

The Swedish Cooperative Centre in Stockholm, established by the Kooperativa
Ftrbundet, KF (Cooperative Union and Wholesale Society) and the Sveriges Lantbruks-
fYrbund, SL (Federation of Swedish Farmers! Associations) in 1963, arranges amnually
spe01al intemational cooperative seminars, Both KF and SL had received visitors
from the newly developing countries for many years and had instituted short indivi-
dual programmes on Swedish Cooperation for them at the then Swedish Centre for
Cooperative Development, Because of the increase in their numbers, the need for
a longer and more systematic study programme was realised. This and the desire
to further develop the mutual contacts already made between the Cooperative Move-
ment in Sweden and several developing counirics were the decisive factors for the
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institution of the special seminars which, by means of theoretical courses and
practical work, offered cooperative officers from these countries an intensive
education in cooperation based on Swedish experiences, The Swedish Cooperative
Centre is also responsible for contacts with the Scandinavian Cooperative Edwation
Centre in Moshi, Tanzania, and the 1.C.A, Education Centre in New Delhi, India,

and both these institutions act as agents of the Swedish Centre in the recruitment
of participants for the seminars arranged by it.

The first International Cooperative Seminar was held in Sweden in 19633 the
second in 196l, with 15 students from Asia, Africa and Europe (6 from Sweden),
lasting nine months; the third is planned for six months, beginning on May 5th
and ending on October 31st, 1965, with 17 students from Bast Africa - Kenya, Malawi,
Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia - including two women from Tanzania, and 3 to L Swedes
participating,

The Seminar will be preceded by an introductory course in Nairobi from April
22nd to May 3rd, 1965, organised by the Scandinavian Cooperative Education Centre
in Moshi, and followed up with a two-weeks! study visit to Israel, It will deal
with different aspects of cooperative management, and agricultural and consumer
cooperative movements will be studied from the point of view of organisational
structure, quections of economics, systems of control and auditing, and selection
and ‘education of staff, Special attention will be given to adult and mecmber edu-~
cation and to publicity. As both the agricultural and consumer cooperative move-
ments are integrated from producer to consumer and vice versa, a course on marketing
is included in the programme and here,too, special attention will be given to the
managerial aspect,

For six weeks, the students will undergo individual practical training,
joining Swedish working teams in various cooperative societies, when each student's
particular wishes and requirements will be specially taken care of,

Two seminars on Cooperation of three months! duration will be held in Sweden

in 1966;  students for the fourth seminar will be recruited from South-East Asiz
and those for the fifth probably from South America,

INFORMATION ON COMPUTERS USED BY COOPERATIVE ORGANISATIONS

The Secretariat of the I.C.A, Auxiliary Committee on Retail Distribution
(CRD) in Stockholm, Sweden, issued a list (CRD - Docurent No, 6 of March 3rd, 19€5)
in which it compiled information collected from various sources about the number
and types of computers used (already or about to be in operation) by coomerative
organisations at the erd of 196L. The purpose of the Secretariat!'s action is that,
after members of the Auxiliary Committee have checked and completed the information
so far obtained, it would establish a list of all the people responsible for com-
puters in order to help them to get in touch with each other for an exchange of
experience and information, ©Should there be sufficient interest for this project,
the Secretariat would contemplate the possibility of convening a conference,

Country Cooperative Computer
Austria Konsumgenossenschaft Wien, IBM 1440/1311

KGW (Vienna Consumers'! Coepera-
tive Society)

Belgium Charleroi & ILuttre Economic IBM 1kho
Populaire, Ciney IBM 1401/1311
Denmark Faellesforeningen for Danmarks
Brugsforeninger, FDB (Ccopera- using
tive Wholesale Society) service
bureaux

Hovedstadens Brugsforening, HB
(Copenhagen Consumers! Coopera-
tive Society)
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Countgz

Federal Re~
public of
Germany

Finland

France

Great Britain

Netherlands

Norway

Sweden®

Switzerland

Cooperative

Konsumgenossenschaft (Con~-
sumers! Cooperative Society)
Dortmund~Ham

Konsumgenossenschaft (Con-
sumers! Cooperative Society)
DUsseldorf

Konsumgenossenschaft (Con-
sumers! Cooperative Society)
Hamburg

Flanto
Kesco

Osuustukkukauppa, OTK (Coopera-
tive Wholesale Society )

Suomen Osuuskavppojen Keskuskunta,
SOK (Finnish Cooperative Whole-
sale Society)

Coopérative d!'Amiens

Ieeds Cooperative
Society

Co-o0p Nederland

Norges Kooperative Landsforening,
NKIL, (Norwegian National Coopera~
tive Union)

Kooperativa Fdrbundet, KF (Coopcra~
tive Union):
Stockholm
Gothengurg
Vi¥steras
Konsum Stockholm

Verband schweiz. Konsumvereine,
VSK (Union of Swiss Consumers!
Societies):

Basel

Wangen

Computer

BULL

IBM 1440/1311

IBM 1401/1311

IBM 1401 cards/1311
ICT 1500

IBM 305, 1401 (tape)

IBM 1401 (cards, tape,

IBM 1401/1405
Sweda E3-EL8

Electrologica XT

1B 1401 (tape)

RCA 301; IBM 1460
IBM 1hLo

IBM 110 (ordered)
BM 1401/1311 (tape)

I3M 101
IBM 1401/1h05

*The IBM computers in Sweden will be changed to the 360 system as soon as it can

be delivered,

Most common is IBM with 16 out of 21 computers, i.e, 76 per cent, and it is
sald that IBM has 70 per cent of the total computer marketa
used within distribution in Western Furope at the middle of 196l was at least 120,

including those listed in the table above,

the number of computers will now be higher,

The numbeir of corputers

Since this figure is increasing fast,

An exchange of experience, such as work fegularly done, costs, programmes,
etc,, should be fruitful, since what is treated on a computer in a wholesale or
retail society will be very much the same in all countries,
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DEVELOPMENT OF CONSUMERS' COCPERATIVES IN 1964

The "Genossenschaftlicher Nachrichtendienst" of March 19th, 1965 reports that,
at the end of 196, 63 consumers' cooperatives with 1,608 stores, 305 of which are
self-service shops, ail wer Austria belonged tc the "Konsumverband" Central Union
of Austrian Consumers! Cooperative Socleties, The total tumover of the Austrian
consumers' cooperatives was 3.2 mllllards Austrian shillings, an increase of 8,06
per cent over the previous year, This increase is proof of the favourable develop-
ment of the consumers! cooperatives and of the confidence of the population in thema

DENMARK

it e e . 00

PROGRESS MADE BY COOPERATIVES TN 196k

The T.C.A. Cooperative Whelesale Committee'!s Information Exchange Service
of Janvary 22nd, 1965 reported on a. review of the develeopment of the Danish Coopera-
tive Movement in 196l by the Managing Director of the Danish Cooperative Wholesale
Soxiety (FDB), Mr. Ebbe Groes, reproduced in the "Uddelerbladet" of January lst
and entitled "196lL -~ A Year of Clarification and Progress',

The introduction of structursl changes in the organisation had a particular
influence on the movement's development, The Danish cocperative societies had
strengthened their trading position, resulbting in an increase in their turnover
on cvrreab account by 11 per cent to about 2,365 millicn Danish Kroner (£120 million).
The returns revealed that sales of the urban cpoperative societles had increased
considerably faster (+1L.8 per cent) than *hose of the rural ones (+8.5 per cent),

With a growth of 13 to 1l per cent to about 1,250 million Danish Kroner,
FDB's turncver had increased at a faster rate than in previous years., Factors
which contributed to this favourable development included the improverent of the
network of cooperative stores and in the planning of cenfral pwchases, good
results from individual sales promotion activities, such as the instalment of
refrigerated display cases, and the adoption of new business connections, Special
mention must be made of the growing share of ccoperative fcod produce (margarine,
chocolate, tobacco, meat and deep~frozen foods) in the marketes In order to satisfy
tre strong demand for cooled and deep-frogzen food, FDB embarked on large invest-
ments in 196l to expand the cool- and deep-freeze facilities, as well as the
packaging plant, at the regional warchousese.

FEDFRAL REPUBLIC UF GERMANY

NEW SERVICE BY CONSUMERS! COCPERATIVE MCOVEMENT

The German Consumers! Cooperative Moverient is offering its members a new
service in the field of tourist air trips by chartered planes in which, in recent
vears, a sensational progress has bsen made, It was reported that, for the first
time, the Wholesale Society of German Consumers! Ccoperatives (GEG) was offering
its members in its 1965 spring and summer catalogue flights to Malleorca and Bul~
garia at very favourable fares, The organiser of the "triys for the consumer! is
the Verbands-Reisen GmbH, in Frankfurte

TESTING INSTITUTE F(R CCNSUMER GOCNS

According to the "Retail News ILetter!" of Febrary 1965, published by tae
Inbernational Association of Department Stores in Paris, the CGerman Govermment's
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official institute for testing of, and prvblishing reports on, consumer goods has
now been set up in Berlin, The Federal Ministry for Iconomic Affairs has announced
that L0QOOO German marks have been set aside for equipvping the institute which will
have an operating budget of 2 million German merks for its first year and 4 million
for 1966 and 1967,

The new institute will draw on other institutes in Berlin, as, for instance,
the Max Planck Institute, for technical advice and plans to carry out about 70 tests
of consumer goods a year; the results of the first ones will be published at about
the middle of 1965,

NEW MATCH FACTORY BUILT BY GEC

It was reported that the Wholesale Socicty of German Consumers! Cooperatives
(GEG) has started a new, modern match factory in Leuenbnrg/Elbe, near Hamburg, at
the beginning of this year to replace the old one there which was no longer capable
of increasing its production. The new factory's technical equipment includes two
complete praduction lines for two types of matches; the wood work, the manufacture
of the matches and the packing are carried out by automation, and extra space has
been provided for further technical developments. The production capacaty is about
800,000 matchboxes and 35,000,000 matches per working day, and the annual consump-
tion is put at approximately 3,000 cubic metres of poplar wood, about 800 tons of
board and about 200 tons of chemicals,

The total cost of the factory is estimated at 11 million Gemman marks (£1
million) and there will be 120 full-time and 56 part-time employees.

FRANCE

PICTURE GALLERY OF CONSUMERS! COOPERATIVE PARIS

It was reported that the Consumers! Cooperative Society Paris opened recently
the first cooperative picture gallery in France, More than 200 pictures painted
both by eminent amateurs and professional painters were on exhibition in a coopera-
tive furniture store, Realistic, impressionist, abstract and naive pictures of all
styles, various genres and subjects, mainly taken from rural life, were represented
in the exhibition, The idea and motive pehind this exhibition was that the coopera-
tive movemant!s endeavour was not only to supply the membership with material goods
but to promote education and culture in every possible way,

GREAT BRITAIN

CJM.S. PRESIDENT APPOINTED 10 ECONOMIC PLANNING COUNCIL

News was released by the Cooperative Wholesale Society (C,W.S.) on February
26th, 1965 of the appointment of its President, Sir Leonard Cooke, as a member of
the North West Regional Economic Plannirg Council, onc of five similar advisory
bodies set up by the Government, which is composed of people ahle to play an active
part in regional planning in relation to economic and population growth. Council
members are drawn from local government, academics, both sides of industry and
from the social services,



RETIREMENT OF S,C.Wa.S,., PRESTDENT

The retirement on March 13th, 1965, prematurely by nine months because of
ill-health, of Mr, Robert Taylor, J.P., President of the Scottish Cooperative
Wholesale Society (S.C.W,S.) since August 1960 and a Director of its Board for
211 years, was announced in the British cooperative press,

For almost LO years, Mr, Taylor has been prominent in the British Cooperative
Movement!s affairs and the years of his presidency have been marked by an intensive
internal investigation into the administration of the S,C.W.S., and the struggle
throughout the movement for radical changes in its constitution and set-up. He
was an advocate of S.C.W.5. and C.W.5. amalgamation and did not shirk the controversy
which that attitude brought. Mr. Taylor was also Director of the joint federations
of C.I.S.,, C.W,S. and S.C,W,S., served on every leading committee of the Cooperative
Union, was very active in the Trade Union Movement and was a member of the Central
Committee of the I,C.A,

ITALY

OPENING OF CENTRE OF COOPERATIVE STUDIES IN ROME

On the occasion of the inauguration ceremony of the Centre of Cooperative
Studies (Centro di studi cooperativi) in Rome on February 2Lth, 1965, in the
presence of distinguished guests, the President of the Confederazione Cooperativa
Ttaliana, Dr. L. Malfettani, delivered an address and thanked Mr, Frank Goffio,
General Director of CARE (Cooperative for American Relief Everywhere, Inc,), and
Mr. Wallace Campbell, Viae-President of CARE and President of the Foundation for
Cooperative Housing, for CARE's donation to the Confederazione of the premises in
which the Centre was housed,

Briefly reviewing the Confederazione'!s work during its twenty years of
existence and stressing its long collaboration with CARE and the latter!s aid to
Ttalian cooperators, Dr. Malfettani gave an outline of the Centre's aims as follows:
to set up a specialised library of Italian and foreign works on cooperation; to
kecp an up-to-date, complete collecticn of cooperative magazines and journals from
all over the world; 1o create up~to~date files of subject matters selected from
books and journals, with special regard to "L'Italia Cooperativa', for easy availa-
bilitys ‘o promote cycles of high-level couferences and lectures, both at the
national and international levels; to organise specialised courses for students,
managers and cooperators; to organise specil courses for people from developing
countries, with particular regard to countries of the Mediterranean area; to
establish ties with University Cooperative Institutes in other countries; and to
edit a periodical information bulletin. Dr., Malfettani concluded by saying that
the new Centre will be used for spreading, along with cooperative studies, the
most intimate, human essence of cooperation: the tendency for reciprocal aid,
social justice and peace in the world,

The ceremony was attended by IL.C.A.'s Secretary for Edwation, Mr. R. P, B,
Davies,

SWEDEN

CHANGES T KF's BOARD OF DIRECTCR3

The following changes in the Board of Directors of the Swedish Cooperative
Wholesale Society (KF), dscided upon by the Supervisory Council and effective from
Janvary lst, 1966, were announced;
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Mr. Harry Hjalmarsson, succeeding the retiring Mr, Carl Albert Anderson,
will become the Board of Directors':Chairman as well as Chairman of the Stockholm
Cooperative Society, His responsibility will be to control internal guditing and
staffing, and the Swedish Cooperative's Tralning Establishment "Var Gard". Messrs,
John Sallborg, Bertil Tronet and Karl-Erik Persson will be new Board Directors.
The first-named, Manager of the Central Sales Department, will succeed the retiring
Director, Mr, Hugo Edstam, and will take over as head of the Commercial Department
B (dry goods) which will also include the Central Sales Department; the second,
former chief of the Finance Departrent, will take over the newly designated separate
section "Administration and finance"; and the third, former chief of the Audit
Section, will manage & newly created section dealing with the structural develop~
ment of the cooperative societies and with questions concerning the cooperation
between KF and these societies. It will also include the External Audit Section )
and "Svenska Hushgllsforeningen" (SHF) s the mutual aid organisation helping financiall;
weak societies, -
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INTERNATTONAL

I,0,A, PRESS COMMITTEE MEETING AT HAMBURG, GERMANY

At the invitation of the Zentralverband deutscher Konsumgenossenschaften,
ZdX (Central Union of German Consumers! Cooperatives), the I.C.A. Press Committee
held its meeting this year in Hamburg from April 6th to 8th, It was attended by
Mr, E, Nielsen of FDB; Denmark; Mr, R,.Kérinec of FNCC, France; Dr. C, Schumacher,
Dr. C, Bock, Mr, H, Sommer; Mr; -G, Schweer, Mr,-Lesser.and Dr. Bredehdft .of ZdK,
Germany; , Mr, Th. Viergever of Co-op Nederland, Holland; Mr. L, Eronn of KF, Swedenj;

~Mr, B, Descoeudres of VSK, Switzerland; Mr, H, Steele of C.W.S., United Kingdom;

and Mr, R, P.;Bfapavi§s.aﬁd¢Mr;fJ. H. Ollman, Secretary for Education and-Editor
respectively of the I.C,A,.. Mr, Kérinec was elected Chairmany = ~'¢ "o - al0 ="

g IO I s

In the absence of Dr. Schumacher fyom the first meeting, Dr. Bock welcomed
the Committee members, He then presented a paper on "The Cooperative Press and
the Consumer" giving rise to various points made during its discussion, such as
the conception of the consumer; trading interests; distinction between consumer
education and advertising; the cooperative movement and the consumers! movementj
freedom for editors and the need to supply them with information on the latest
thinking of top executives of their movementsy and how far cooperative principles
should be included in consumer education.

A paper on "Press and Cooperative Principles" was submitted by Dr. Schumacher
who steted that, in view of the existing I.C.A. Principles Commission, cooperative
journalists might perhaps not comment on the subject until the Commission'!s report
was published, Following his suggestions for the reasons why the Rochdale Prinoiples
should now be reconsidered, the paper was discussed and examples were given of the
way in which attitudes differed according to prevailing economic circumstances.,
"The Press and Organisational Structure, especially Vertical Integration® was the
title of another paper delivered by Dr, Schumacher in which he outlined the process
of structural changes - one of the subjects on the agenda for the forthcoming
meeting of the I.C.A., Central Committee at Helsinki, Finland, in September 1965
and pointed to the part to be played by journalists in keeping lay members informed
and in reporting on local policies and actions,

An account was given by Messrs, Schweer, Bredehtft and Lesser of--the use of
YDer Verbraucher! and of the "Verbraucherzeitung" in furthering” consumer education
vis-2-vis the cooperative movement, and a discussion took place on the envisaged
general Conference for Press and Education which it had been agreed at. the

‘Bournemouth 1963 Conference should again be convened at:the 1966 I.C.A. Congress.
© in Vienna. Subjects for discussion at that Conference might be:- "What are the

responsibilities of cooperative education and the cooperative press to the consumer?"
or "If democratic control is to remain oné of the basic cooperative principles, to whaw
extent does the Movement have to rely on a cooperative press and cooperative edu-
cation?"

In stressing the need for closer collaboration between journalists and the

I.C.A., the Committee members agreed that this could be achieved by means of
marking articles of international importance appearing in the national cooperative
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press and forwarding these to the I.C.A., Editor and by publicising the Alliance's
efforts jointly undertaken for the Cooperative Movement as, for instance, the
ICFTU/IFAP/ICA Declaration on the World Food Programme, Member organisations were
asked by the I,C,A. representatives to interest a greater number of individuals in
subscribing to the Review of International Cooperation., For their part, the journa
lists present at the meeting agreed to make available in their national press free
space for advertising TI.C.i. publications, particularly the Review of International
Cooperation,

Finally, the history, constitution, membership and possibility of more fre-
quent meetings of the Press Committee were discussed and certain suggestions were
made and conclusions arrived at for recommendation to the I,C.A, Executive Committee,

Committee members had the opportunity of visiting ZdK!'s printing works and

publishing house giving them an insight into the technical processes adopted by
ZdK. -

AUSTRALTA

DEVELOPMENT OF DAIRY GOOPERATIVES PRIISED

Under the head-line "Co-ops impress World Authority", the organ of the United
Farmers'! and Woolgrowers! Association in Sydney, "The Land", of April 8th, 1965,
reported Dr, S, K. Saxena, the I.C,A.'s South-Fast Asian Regional Officer, commenting
that the development of dairy cooperatives in Australia was most impressive,

After attending an ECAFE Conference in New Zealand, Dr. Saxena was touring
Austealia and was guest of honour at a luncheon arranged by the Cooperative Federa-
tion of New South Wales., He had meetings with representatives of insurance coopera-
tives and credit unions there and obtained details fium cooperatives of their export'
potential, Dr, Saxena said that he would list products which JAustralia was seeking
to export in the "Cooperative Trade Directory for South-~East Asia" published by
the I.C,A, Regional Office in New Delhi and having a world-wide circulation,

-

CARIBBEAN

TERMTNATION OF AGREEMENT ESTABLISHING CARTBBELN ORGANTSATION

News was received at the I.C.4 Headquarters from the Central Secretariat of
the Caribbean Organisation in Puerto Rico - the successor to the Caribbean Commission
in 1961 ~ of the termination of the Agreement establishing it, entered into by the -
Govermments of France, Netherlands, Great Britain and the United States of Americas
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, Since several of the Caribbean Organisation's original members, which were
- France (for the Department of French Guiana, Guadeloupe and Martinique), the
Netherlands Antilles, Surinam, British Guiana, the British Virgin Islands, the
Federation of the West Indies (dissolved in May 1962), the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico and the Virgin Islands of the United States, had withdrawn from it between
1962 and 196l and thus ceased to be members, the Organisation!s governing body,
the Caribbean Council, decided at its meeting held in Curagao from November 30th
to December hth, 196&, to cease the operations of its Secretariat by June 30th,
1965 and to request the signatory Governments to terminate the said Agreement by
December 3lst., The Organisation's technical services and publications will, there-
fore, cease early this year and a small administrative staff will remain on duty
until June 30th to wind up itsaffairs,

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

SALE SHARES BY BANK FOR COLLECTIVE ECONOMY LTD,

The Bank for Collective Economy Ltd. (Bank fir Gemeinwirtschaft A.G,) at
Frankfurt am Main released the news on April lst, 1965 that it has sold part of
its shares in the Investment and Cormercial Bank Ltd, (Investitions- und Handels-
bank A.G,) to the Union Financi®re de Paris,

This transaction, which still needs consent by the Fronch authorities, in-
volves only a modest participation for the time being. Within the framework of
the Investment and Commercial Bank Ltd., and in close collaboration with the Bank
for Collective Economy Ltd,, the Union Financi®re de Paris intends to develop a
corporate European or international banking enterprise,

The Union Financi®re de Paris, a "Société en commandite simple", has at its
disposal a canital of 15 million francs, In French financial affairs, the Union
is a financial establishment belonging to the commercial banks ("banques d'affaires").
This form of finance institute unknown in Germany could best be defined as a bank
with participating shareholders ("Beteiligungsbank"). There are 38 banking and
industrial firms participating in the Union Financi2re de Paris, as for instance:
L'Union Frangaise de Banques, Paris; L'Union de Crédit pour le B&timent, Paris;
L'Union desMines La Hdnin S.A.; Bangue Lambert, Bruxzelles; Banque de Paris et
des Pays Bas (through its subsidiary society Auxom, Paris); BNCI Banque Nationale
pour le Commerce et 1l'Industrie, Paris (through its subsidiary society Banque
Auxiliaire pour le Commerce et 1'Industrie); Compagnie Financidre, Paris (Edmond
de Rothschild); One Hundred and Fourteen Investment Holding Itd., London (Samuel
Montagu); Pierson, Heldring and Pierson, Amsterdam; and The Bogdan and Co,, Inc.,
New York.

The managing partners are Mr, Raymond Sacha Gueronik, Count Thierry de
Clermont-Tonnerre, Mr. Jacques Barbat du Closel, and Mr. Olivier Renom de la
Baume, Dr, Yré Bartfeld, who was elected to the Supervisory Council in comnection
with the transaction of the Union Financidre de Paris with the Investment and
Commercial Bank, is the Secretary-General of the Union. Mr. Walter Hesselbach,
Chairman of the Executive of the Bank for Collective Economy Ltd., Frankfurt am
Main, is Chairman of the Supervisory Council & the Investment and Cormercial
Bank, Its Deputy Chairmen are Dr, Yré Bartfeld, Secretary-General of the Union
Financi®re de Paris, Paris; Minister of State Albert Osswald, Wiesbaden, Minister
of Finance of Hessen; and Minister of State in retirement Dr. Rudolf Zorn, Munich,

GAMBIA

HISTORY OF COOPERATION FROM ITS BEGINNING TO THE PRESENT

The following article entitled "Cooperation in The Gambia, West Africa'
by Mr, A. L. Mackintosh, Registrar of Cooperative Societies in The Gambia, appeared
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in the December 196l Cooperative Newsletter, published by the Central Secretariat
of the Caribbean Organisation in Puerto Rico, Although written shortly before
Garivia's independence, the article reviewing the history of cooperation there is
now that the country has attained independence of the greatest interest to the
world's cooperative movements which will watch and encourage the further coopera-
tive development in that part of West Africa, For that reason, it was felt oppor-
tune to reproduce the article in full here,

"There cannot be many countries in the world where cooperation started later
than in this tiny country on the West Coast of Africa, almost exactly due East
across the Atlantic from Trinidad, This, in itself, makes a study of the Coopera~-
tive Movement in the country of particular interest, since the experience is recent.
The problems are those of development rather than of routine as in more cooperatively
developed countries and the area of study is so small, The Gambia has been described
as having a 'micro-economy'! and its Cooperative Movement could almost as well be
described as a 'micro-Movement!,

Consisting of a 300 mile strip of land on either side of the River Gambia, the
country is at no point wider than 30 miles across, A large part of this consists
of mangrove swamp and the rest of typical savannah bush with a few low laterite
hills and ridges. The groundnut crop forms 96 per cent of annual exports and the
only industrial plants are those comnected with the decortication and processing
of groundnuts, The population of 300,000.is, thereforg predominantly agricultural,
growing subsistence crops and groundnuts by traditional hand methods. £30 is esti-
mated to be the annual average cash incone,

Although the first Cooperative Society was registered in 195k, four years after
the Cooperative Societies Ordinance became law, there are interesting traces of
attempts by a number of public spirited Gambians in the late 1920s and early 1936s.
Some of these men were descended from Africans repatriated from the Caribbean area
in the early 19th century and their leader, Mr, E, F. Small, made strenuous efforts
to interest farmers in a Gambia~-wide groundnut marketing cooperative, Part of a
reglster of members listing some 12,000 farmers throughout the country is still
in existence, Most of this small band of pioneers are now, alas, dead and the
survivors have somewhat hazy memories of their struggle -~ there can be no doubt
that it was a struggle. From the scanty correspondence still available, it appears
that their efforts met with official indifference both in The Gambia and in Britain.

They were, however, in correspondence with the International Cooperative Alliance
end Mr, Small, with the aid of loeal subscriptions, visited Britain in 1930 and met
the then Secretary of the Alliance, who gave some useful advice and whose letter
of advice and encouragement is still preserved.

It is now clear that there was little hope of meking adequate marketing arrange-
ments in competition with the interests already established in the trade, although
there were whispers of revival right up until the outbreak of the war in 1939,

Mr. Small did tell the present writer before he died that he felt the establish-
ment of the wartime Produce Control Board and latterly the Gambia Oilseeds Marketing®
Board had gone some way towards achieving his aim in that the farmers, through

the Board, were receiving a guaranteed price and the profits of the Board, being
devoted to various schemes of development, were at least being used in the interests
of the farming community,

-

This brief excursion into history will show that ideas of modern cooperation

- had engaged the attention of a few Gamblans, but the introduction thereof had to
await a more favourable climate of opinion and leadership from people qualified

and experienced in cooperative techniques,

¢ -

The first cooperative officer, Mr, W. L. Ricketts, was appointed in 1948, and
his brief period of office was marked by the drafting and premulgation of the
Cooperative Societies Ordinance in 1950. This was followed by the formation of
a number of small societies in the chief town,. Bathurst, composed of weavers,
dyers and petty traders., These were subsequently registered and most are still
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in existence, There was also a Civil Servants Thrift and Credit Society which
operated spasmodically and inefficiently, was never registered and eventually had
to be dissolved at some loss to the members,

" fifter Mr. Ricketts left the country, and until 1955, there was little acti-
vity, but with the appointment of another cooperative officer in that year, atten~
tion was turned to the problems of groundnut farmers rather than to the urban popu-
lation in Bathurst.

It appeared to be general non-farming opinion that the farmer was adequately
safeguarded by the operations of the statutory Gambia Oilseeds Marketing Board
which purchased groundnuts from licensed buying agents, the large commercial firms,
which themselves purchased at a guaranteed price from local licensed traders. The
profits of the Board were, in effect, returned to the farmer by the operation of
a Farmers Development Fund and a Stabilisation Fund, both of which were used for
various government projects of agricultural development. Examples of these were
the construction of causeways into remote rice swamps, employment of development
officers, poultry improvements, loans to local authorities for capital works,
purchase of tractors, forest regeneration, maintenance of the producer price and
other projects,

Investigations among farmers, however, very quickly showed that they were
not so completely convinced of the security of their position., In some respects,
their doubts were unfounded and arose from understandable ignorance of the func-
tions of the Marketing Board, but they certainly believed that somewhere along
the marketing chain they were not receiving a square deal, They suspected the
local traders of cheating them by scale manipulation, rescnted the high rates of
interest they had to pay for loans from traders to feed their families during the
planting season, but felt they could do little about ite In general, their reac-
tions were very much those of the peasant farming cormunity anywhere and their
suspicions, though often unfounded, were none the less real.

After extensive investigation among the farming community, it was felt that
there was a basis for the commencement of some experimental cooperative marketing
in the semi-urbanised area near the capital. ZLocal pundits considered the choice
of venue unwise, since it was no longer a real farming community and had a poor
farming and credit record, Circumstances, however, dictated the choice and the
chief of these was the close proximity to Marketing Board delivery points and the
fact that immediate payment could, therefore, be obtained for produce delivered,
This was particularly important, since there was no capital available for produce
payments and no funds to meet expenses,

An intensive programme of village visits culminated in the agreement of 80
farmers in four villages to market thelr produce collectively, The Marketing
Board agrecd to provide storage facilities and equipment free of charge and agreed
to pay the group 'traders! commission's The secretarial work was carried out by
the Registrar himself assisted by an interpreter, seconded for the purpose, and
the Department of Agriculture provided transport at a reasonable figures

No attempt was made to register the group, although the main features of a
marketing cooperative'!s bye-laws were taught to the members,

Results were disappointing and only 32 of the cnrolled !members! sold ground-
nuts from three villages. The total tonnage purchased was 123, but after meeting
all expenses and reserving some of the surplus on the operations, it was possible
t0 pay patronage bonuses totalling £23,2,6d. to the participants. This brief out-
line omits, of necessity, some of the quite surprising difficulties encountered in
such a small operation, but the enthusiasm of the few members who did participate
gave the key to future prospects and the payment of the bonus turned all of them
into enthusiastic !'missionaries!,

By the next season, in 1956, there were 1), village societies extending to
an area within 30 miles of Bathurst and the total tonnage purchased was L6l.
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Members were compelled to wait for payment until the Marketing Board had verified
deliveries and their suspicions were such that the Registrar had personally to
visit every village to make payment against produce receipts. This situation con-
tinued for a further two years until confidence had been established among members
who were then willing to take payment from their own employed staff,

During this period of !'confidence building!, the presence of the Registrar and
his small staff of two was constantly in demand, either at the increasing number
of buying stations, or in the rapidly increasing number of villages, For three
to four months of the year, this entalled a seven day 80 to 90 hour week and con-
stant arduous travel by landrover,

To stimulate confidence among members intending to sell the next day, it was
sometimes necessary to visit a number of villages, open the cash box and prove
that the money was actually there to pay members on the morrow. Deductions of
transport fees and levies could not be made directly, as every member wished to
see exactly how much he was due before he would hand over his share of the expenses,

Scales had to be constantly checked, sometimes as many as twenty times a day,
at the same buying station, and even the 56 1lbs, weight used for this was suspect.
The only method which received acclaim was for the Registrar personally to weigh
himself and confirm that the scale showed his correct weight which, incidentally,
by the end of the season was usually considerably less than it was at the beginning.
Even loading of lorries was undertaken to prove to members that they could save
money by doing the work themselves rather than pay labourers., It was insisted
that the society pay government cooperative staff at the stendard labourers! rate
when this was done and then the total was handed back to the society treasurer in
frll tiew of all the members present to prove exactly how much they had saveds
The need for this disappeared as socleties expanded and found a permanent labouring
force essential,

Another surprising aid to confidence was the use of two cash boxes ~ one for
payments for produce and the other for receipts from members for expenses, Though
technically useless and now no longer necessary, this proved immensely popular
with committees which, although there might be a substantial sum in the receipts
box, insisted that this must not be used for payments. This frequently entailed
quite unnecessary visits to the same societles the very next day to replenish their
payments box, although they often had more than enough money in the receipts box
to meet their produce payments for several days,

Valuable lessons were learnt from these experiments, not least of which was
the need to provide members with credit facilities. Local traders had, naturally,
withdrawn these from cooperative members who would only sell their produce to their
society, thus depriving traders of a source of profit and a guaranteec of loan re-
payment, The credit problem was initially met by the Govermnment placing the sum
of £1,200 from the Farmers! Fund at the Registrar!'s disposal for loans to mambers,
From this, loans totalling £966 were made. Repayment, much to everyone's surprise,
was 100 per cent and, the following year, £h, 200 was made avallable of which less
than £200 was outstanding at the due date and most of which was subsequently re-
covered,

Since then, progress has been continuous and the Movement how consists of 29
cooperative buying stations throughout the country, covering well over 300 village
branches, some of which group three or four small hamlets in one branch, Indivi-
dual membership is over 21,500 and the societies handled over 21 per cent of the
total groundnut crop in the current year. Subsistence credit totalling £150,000
was lent in the current farming season and there was a 96,2 per cent repayment of
the 1963 loans, Societies have now tentatively embarked on a policy of more pro-
ductive loans to assist farmers to purchase simple farming machinery, fertilisers
and other aids to better farming, It is confidently expected that the country
will be covered by a network of marketing societies by 1966 and the demand from
the areas still unorganised is insistent,
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The work of raising capital for these societies was greatly assisted by the
formation, in October 1959, of the Central Cooperative Banking and Marketing Union
Ltd,, which, with the assistance of government guaranteed overdrafts from commer- -
cial banks, took over the responsibility from the Registrar. The total borrowings
of the Union for the 1963/6l season were in the region of £200,000 for subsistence
credit and crop finance, all of which were fully repaid well in advance of due
date. Overdue loans in the villages in 196k were 3,8 per cent of the total issued
and, despite the misgivings of interested observers outside the Movement, the atti-
tude to loan repayment is very responsible.

With the expansion and diversification of the Movement, it will become increas-
H1gly difficult to maintain the present strict supervision over loans, and there
is little doubt that the percentage of overdue loans will increase, There is
also the drawbacl: that the ‘bad old days! are forgotten and members are slow to
realise that failure can come more quickly than success,

As is so frequently the case, the !'Doubting Thomases! who considered in the
beginning that cooperation had little to offer now seem to believe that it can
do much more than it is yet ready to do, Demands for diversification into thrift
societies, rice marketing, tractor ploughing and market gardening have, however,
been met by 'pilot'! projects none of which have operated long enough to indicate
their value to the count~y or prove the wisdom of their expansion,

The Government is no placing great reliance on the Movement to assist in
carrying out plans for agricultural development and looks to it to supply a large
proportion of the much needed capital investment to progressive farmers,

Such a brief note cannot possibly cover the many problema and difficulties of
organisation which arose and have still not been completely overcome, but The
Gambia, as it moves into 1965, the year of independence, has a Cooperative Move-
ment with an esprit de corps amongs its members and a small band of responsible
voluntary leaders who can, with wider experience, develop en increasingly compe-
tent and efficient cooperative service,"

JAPAN

CHILDREN!S PICTORIAL ART EXCHANGE

This year again, as every year since 1955, children all over the world are
invited by the Te-No-Hikari Association in Tokyo to participate in the 10th
International Rural School Children's Pictorial Art Exchange and to send their
drawings or water colour pictures to the Association (No, 11, Funakawara-cho,
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, Japan) by June 30th, 1965, The conditions and rewards for
the submissions are the same as for last year!s competition (described in the
June 196l issue of this News Service) in which boys and girls from thirteen coun-
tries took parta

LATIN AMERICA

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED TO CONSUMER COOPERATIVES

It was reported in "Cooperative America" of March 1965 that twenty representa-
tives of consumer cooperatives in various Latin American countries have been awarded
scholarships to study managemsit and administration of self-service supermarkets,

The 18-week training course to commence next June in England was offered by the

Organisation of American States in collaboration with the Department of Technical
Cooperation of Great Britain,
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NORWAY

EXPANSION OF OSLO CCOPERATIVE RETATL, SOCIETY IN 1965

The following details about Norwsys largest Cooperative Retail Society, Oslo
Samvirkelag (Oslo Cooperative Retail Society), have been received at the I.C.A.
Headquarters from the Norwegian Cooperative Union and Wholesale Society (Norges
Kooperative Landsforening),

On March 18th, 1965, the sixth department store of Oslo Samvirkelag was officially™
opened in a building erected by the Oslo Cooperative Housing Society (OBOS) on a
new housing site in Oslo, Speakers at the inauguration ceremony were the Mayor
of Oslo, Mr. Brynjulf Bull, who is also the President of 0BOS, the Retail Society's
President, Mr, Sven Svensson, and the Cooperative Union's President, Mr, Peder
Stiland,

The new department store, with a staff of 55 and an estimated annual turnover
of a minirmm of 10 million kroner (about £500,000), has a total floor space of
2,950 square metres and an actual sales space of 2,200 square metres, 1t is part
of an expansion prograrme of the Oslo Cooperative Retail Society which had a turn-
over of about 137 million kroner (about £6,850,000) in its shops in 196L. If the
Society's own production is included, the turnover amounts to about 206 million
kroner (about £10,300,000), Oslo Samvirkelag has a rembership of 31,000 and operates
altogether 121 selling points.

One of the older shops of the Soclety had been entirely renovated and was re-
opened on February 2Lth of this year. A furniture shop of 500 square metres was
opened on March 1st in another of 0Oslo Samvirkelag's successful shapping centres
to replace an old one which became too small for the demand, Later in the year,
another department store is going to be opened which will be of the same size as
that just inaugurated, as well as two other stores of a bout 800 to 900 square
metres each., Plans for 1966/67 include the opening of a factory for ready-made
food in addition to that of new big shopping centres,.

SWEDEN

NEW SHOPPING CENTRE TO BE BUILT Ti{ VALBO

News was given in the I.C.A, Cooperative Wholesale Committee's Information Exchange
Service of February 17th, 1965 that a Domus department store, owned by the Coopera-
tive Society Alfa in G¥vle, and a Tempodepartment store, owned by the Department
Store Company &hlen and Holm, will constitute the core of a shopping centre to be
built in the community of Valbo which is situated between the towns of GYvle and
Sandviken in Central Sweden,

Planned by KF'!s Architectural and Engineering Department, the completed shopping
centre will comprise a shopping ares of 30,000 square metres and parking space for
2,800 cars, Tt is expected that the annual turnover will amount to approximately
80 to 100 million Swedish crowns (£5.5 to 7 million) and that the number of inhabi-
tants would increase from 153,000 in 1962 to about 175,000 by 1975.

-

TANZANIA
FIRST COOPERATIVE DEPARTMENT STORE

The opening of Tanzania's first department store in Dar-es-Salaam by the Coopera-
tive Supply Association was announced recently, The store represents the first
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stage in the Cooperative Movement!s five-year plan aiming at obtaining 10 per cent
of the country's total retail trade by 1970. Known as Cosata, the department store
is being managed by personnel recruited in Israel,

UQS .AQ

NEW PRESIDENT OF COOPERATIVE LEAGUE

Tt was announced that Mr. derry Voorhis, who is soon to retire as Executive
Director of the Cooperstive League of the U.S.A., has been unanimously elected
the Leaguel!s new President at a Board meeting held last February in Washington.
He succeeds Mr, Murray D. Lincoln who, having held the presidency for many years,
did not stand for re-~election and had also retired as President of Natiomwide
Insurance Companies last year,

NBJ PETROLEUM COOPERATIVE

It was reported that an Inter-cooperative Petroleum Association was formed in
the eastern U,S..A. with the help of ICPA to coordinate the needs of consumers for
petroleum products and the services of cooperative petroleum producers and suppliers,
thereby helping to develop a close relationship between producer and consumer coopera-
tives in the U.S.A.

Mr, Howard A, Cowden was elected Vice~President of the new Association whose
organising members were Agway, Syracuse, New York; the Cooperative League of the
U.S.A., Chicago; Mid-Eastern Cooperatives, Lodi, New Jersey; Community Services,
Inc., New York; and the Fund for Urban Improverment, New York., Petroleum coopera~
tives in the U.S.A. have been invited to become members of the Association.

9' P.T.n.
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TWENTY-SECOND CONGRESS REPORT

BOURNEMOUTH, ENGLAND

October llth to 17th, 1963

The Verbatim Report of the 22nd Congress
of the International Co-operative Alliance
is now available at £l (Sterling)

Order your copy from the

Publications Department of the I.C,A.
11, Upper Grosvenor Street, Lomdon, W.l,

By decision of the Executive Committee
of the Alliance, the full report is published
in English only,
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INTERNATTONAL

UNESCO MEETING OF EXPERTS ON EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGES FOR WORKER3

The I.C.A. Secretary for Education, Mr. R. P, B. Davies, was recently invited
by the United-Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO)
to be a member of a Committee of Experts on Educational Exchanges for Workers which .
met at Marienborg, near Copenhagen, Denmark, from May 20th to 25th, 1965, In addition
to the Committee of thirteen, twelve observers from inter-governrental and non-govern-
mental organisations attended the meeting, Mr, Clemens Pedersen, of De Samvirkende
Danske Andersselskaber (Danish Cooperative Trading Organisation), Copenhagen, and
a member of the I.C,A, Central Committee, was the Alliance's observer, Mr, Aage Bo,
Head of the Department of Education of Faellesforeningen for Danmarks Brugsforeninger.
(Cooperative Wholesale Society), Denmark, was also invited by UNESCO to attend as an
observer,

Yrs. Edel Saunte, Mayor 'of Copenhagen, was elected Chairman of the Committee;
Mr. B, Averyanov, Chief of the International Relations Department of the Central
Council of Trade Unions, Moscow, U.5«5.R., and Mr. Ramon T. Silva, Director of the
Incernational Institute for Social Studies, Caracas, Venezuela, were elected Vice-
Chairmen; and Mr, Davies was appointed as Rapporteur.

The Committee studied thz problems of planning educational exchange programmes
for workers; suggested ways of intensifiying workers! exchange activities of organi-
sations other than UNESCO; studied the possibility of some form of UNESCO gssocla-
tion with groups travelling under such auspices; and made recommendations to the
Director Gerneral of UNESCC for a six~year programme of workers! education exchanges,

The report embodying the Committee'!s recommendations will be transmitted to

the Director General and will be discussed at the meeting of the UNESCO General
Conference in 1966,

INTERNATTONAL CONGRESS FOR PUBLIC AND COOPERATIVE ECONOMY

The seventh International Congress of Public and Cooperative Economy was
held at the Congress Hall in Berlin from May 10th to 13th, 1965, under the patronage
of the President of the Federal Republic of Germany and having as its general theme:
"Public and Cooperative Enterprises in a Free Society", Professor Dr. Maurice
Delbouille was the President of the Congress and Professor Dr, Paul Lambert was
the Scientific Director, The International Cooperative Alliance was represented
at the Congress by its Director and many members of the I.C.A, Exdcutive and Central
Committess were present,

After introductory speeches, Dr. Paul Lambert, Professor at the University
of Ii®ge and Director of the International Centre of Research and Information on
Collective Economy (ICRICE), read a paper on the "Possibilities end Limits of
Competition", Professor Lambert was supported by a short paper from Dr. Hans Ritschl,
Professor at the University of Hamburg. A number of speakers took part in the
discussion on this subject, after which the remaining part of the first day was
spent on a bus tour of West Berlin,
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On the second day, Mr, Lars Eromn gave a peper, "Report on Practical Experiences.
of Swedish Cooperation" with the support of a short paper from Mr, Werner Bleile,
Director of the Genossenschaftliche Zentralbank in Basle, With such a large coopera-
tive attendance amongst the participants, Mr. Eronn's paper was obviously of great
interest and it was particularly well received on account of his easy and informal
method of speaking and his decision to introduce the paper by enlarging on its
content and developing it rather than reading the paper itself, Mr. Jacques Chevrier
read a paper on "Report on Practical Experiences of Electricité de France',

A debate on econcmic results of public and cooperative enterprise was intro-
duced with a series of brief papers from Dr., A, Mortara, Professor Robert Mosse,
Dr. P, Schramke, Dr. T, Thiemeyer and Dr. H. Hagnell, and the discussion was sum~
marised by Professor Dr. G, Welsser.

Participants were received by the Mayor and the Senate of the City of Berlin
during the evening of the second day,

The morning of the third day was devoted to a brilliant paper by Mr. Ch.-H.
Barbier, Director of the Swiss Union of Consumer Cooperatives, who took as his
subject "Cooperative Enterprise in a Growing Fconomy". Mr. Barbier!s method of
presenting this subject was to presentabrutally keen criticism of cooperatives and
their place in the modern economy and then to refute the criticism by a constructive
presentation of the facts, Professor G, Lasserre gave a short supporting address
and, clearly, the subject was not only of great interest to all cooperators present,
but also had many familiar aspects for representatives of other sections of the
public econony,

The afternoon of the third day was devoted to visits and, on the fourth day,
special time was allocated for completing discussion before proceeding to the last
paper by Dr. G. Rittig, Professor at the University of G¥ttingen, on "Public Enter-
prise in a Growing Fconomy" which was complementary to the paper by Mr. Barbier,

Tours to the Havel lakes and to East Berlin were available to participants
on the afternoon of the fourth and the morning of the fifth day,.

There will be a double issue of the "Annals of Public and Ccoperative Economy"
which will give full details of this Congress for those who would like to read the
papers and discussions and it only remains to say that the Congress was very well
organised and was clearly found to be extremely useful to the participants,

Following the Congress, ICRICE held its General Assembly, at which its
Director, Prof, Dr. Paul Lambert, was elected President and the retiring President,
Prof, Dr. MauriceDelbouille, was unanimously elected as Honorary President.



COMPUTERS OPERATED BY COOPERATIVE ORGANTSATIONS IN WESTERN EUROPE

In No, 3 (March 1965) of this News Service, we reproduced a table of computers
used by cooperative organisations in Western Europe complled by the Secretariat of
the I,C.A. Auxiliary Committee on Retail Distribution (CRD) in Stockholm, Sweden
(CED ~ Document No., 6 of March 3rd, 1965), This was only the first stage of a
continuing research undertaken in thls field by the CRD Secretariat, and we publish
hereunder a more complete and revised edition now received from the General Secretary
of CRD. Further developments or amendments will be published from time to time.

The present list covers computers used by consumer cooperative wholesale and
retail societies only, A total of at least 31 computers was in operation in April
19655 in addition, 12 societies had ordered computers, at least 5 societies were
operating on a service basis, and 3 British societies used a Sweda system for cal-
culating members' purchases, In three cases, larger computers were ordered but
not yet delivered,

Country Cooperative Coumputer
Austria Grosseinkaufsgesellschaft IBM 1440 (delivery
Usterreichischer Consumvereine, on Jan. 1, 1966)

G6C (Austrian Cooperative Whole-
sale Society)

Konsumgenossenschaft Wien, KGW IBM 14L40/1311
(Viénna Consumers! Cooperative
Society)
Belgium Charleroi & Luttre IBM 11403
Economie Populaire, Ciney IBM 11;01/1311
Welvaart, Merksen, IBM L0 (delivery
Antwerp on Aug. 2, 1965)
Denmark Faellesforeningen for

Danmarks Brugsforeninger,
FDB (Cooperative Wholesale

Society) :
Hovedstadens Brugsforening, : using
HB (Copenhagen Consumers! : service
Cooperative Soclety) . companies
ANVA (Department store .
owned by FDB and HB) .
Federal Re~ Konsumgenossenschaft
public of (Consumers! Cooperative
Germany Society):
Dtsseldorf IBM 1440/1311
Hamburg TBM 360/40/2311
(delivery in
Jan. 1966)
Neunkirchen IBM 1440/1311
(delivery in
June 1965)
Stuttgart IBM 1L40/1311

(delivery in
March 1966)

3e P.T.0s



Country
Federal Re~
public of
Germany
(cont.)

Finland

France

Great Britain

Cooperative

Dortmund
Miinchen
Saarbriicken
" RheipMain

Osuustukkukauppa, OTK (Coopera-~
tive Wholesale Sociedvy)

Elanto

Suomen Osuuskauppojen Keskuskunta
SOK (Finnish Cooperative Wholesale
Society)

Osuuskauppa M#ki-Matti (Cooperative
Society store) at JyvHskyl# and
Kyminlaakson

Osuusliike (Cooperative Society
store) at Kotka

Amiens

Caudry
Ch&teau~Thierry
Paris
Strasbourg
Coucdekorquae
Saintes

Cooperative Wholesale Society
(C.W.S.):
Head Office, Manchester
Outerwear Division,
Lecds
Date Processing Bureau,
Liverpool

Scottish Cooperative Wholesale
Society (SeCoWeSe)t
Head Office, Glasgow

Royal Arsenal Cooperative
Scciety

Birkenhead and District
Cooperative Society

L.

-

'.Q".l..'

Computer

BULL Serie 300
BULL Serie 300
BULL Serie 300
Zuse 7 25

IBM 3053

IBM 140l/tape,
will be replaced by
IBM 340, 30/ disc
tape Rs

IBM 1L401/cards;
M 1440/1311

BM 1401/1311
(cards, tape)

us ing
service
companies

IBM 1401/1L05

IBM 1L40/1311

IBM 1L60/1311

IBM 1401/1311

IRM 1440/1331
BULL gamma tambour
BULL ET

Honeywell 400

ICT 1900 (delivery
in Oct, 1965)
Honeywell 200
(delivery in

July 1965)

IBM 1401/305
Ramac; IBM 360/30,
disc (delivery in
1966)s IBM 360/30,
tape (delivery in
1966)

IBM 1h40o, will be
replaced by IBM 360

(delivery in March
1966)

ICT 1900 (delivery
in March 1966)



Country

Great Britain
(cont.)

Netherlands

Norway

Sweden

Switzerland

Cooperative

*Leeds Cooperative Society,
Leeds

*Clydebank Cooperative
Society, Clydebank

*St,Cuthbert!'s Coopera~
tive Association, Edinburgh

Co-op Nederiand

Norges Kooperative Lands-
forening, NKL (Norwegian
National Cooperative Union)

Kooperativa Firbundet, KF
(Cooperative Union):

Stockholm
VYsteras
GUteborg
Malmy

Konsum, Stockholm

Verband schweiz,
Konsumvereine, V3K

(Union of Swiss Consumers!
Societies):

Basel
Wangen

Computer

Sweda E3/EL31
Sweda E3/EL81

Sweda E3/EL31

- Flectrologica XTI

IBM 1401/tape

RCA 3013 IBM 1k60
IBM 140

IBM 1440 (ordered)
BM 14l0 (ordered)
IBM 1401/1311 (will
be replaced by

IBM 360)

IRM 1401 .
IBM 1401/1405

*These societies have devices used for optical reading of cash register audit rolls

and the transcription of the information onto magnetic tape.

These tapes are then

sent to a service company, where they are processed in order to provide total
figures of members! purchases and dividend entitlemente.

CZECHOSLOVAKTA

COOPERATIVE PRODUCTS EXHIBITED IN AUSTRIA

Unicoop, the export and import enterprise of the Central Cooperative Council,
has recently opened an exhibition of Czechoslovak cooperative products in one of
the best-known department stores -~ Gerngross ~ in Vienna, Austria, it is reported
in the April 1965 issue of the "Czechoslovak Co-op News",

The cooperative exhibits displayed represent the production of Czechoslovak
folk art, The largest collections were sent by the artisan-producer cooperative
societies "Vamberk Lace", "Chodovia" of Domazlice, "Slezska tvorba" of Opava,

1Zadruha' of Prague and "Moravska ustredna" of Brno,

The Vamberk Lace Cooperative

Society has also sent one of its workers to Vienna to demonstrate the actual pro-
duction of the famous hand-made bobbin-lace for the dwation of the exhibition.

Se
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FRANCE

CHANGES IN COOPERATIVE STRUCTURE

It was recently reported in the I.C.A. Cooperative Wholesale Cormittee!s
Information Exchange Service that a developing committee in France was, with the
assistance of several working groups, intensely working on a plan for a country-
wide expansion and renewal of the structure of the cooperative societies to ensure
the cooperatives! ability to meet cormpetition in the decades to come,

Compared with the actual structure of 7,675 traditional service shops, L5
self-service shops, 12 supermarkets, 152 speciel shops and 613 mobile shops (status
at the end of 1965), the Secretary-General of the Cooperative Federation of Lorraine,
Mr, Jean Lacroix, foretold for 1980 the following network of cooperatives which will
require substantial investments: a nation-wide chain comprising approximately 50
department stores and one mail-order company; approximately 15 large regional
retail societies with 30 to 50 supermarkets, each supplemented by a network of
smaller superettes and special shops (including service enterprises); and ar.
cffective buying centre with technical service facilities for the whole organisa~
tion,

GREAT BRITAIN

RETIPEMENT OF C.W,S. DIRECTOR

The Cooperative Wholesale Society (C.W.S.) amounced the retirement of Iord
Pecddie, one of its Directors since 1945, due to his appointment in April of this
year as one of four full-time members to Economics Minister Mr. George Brown's
National Board for Prices and Incomes.

Lord Peddie was one of the Cooperative Movement's most forceful leaders and
speakers, travelling widely in the U.S.A., U.S.S5.R., Burope and the Middle East,
As a Director of C.W.S,, he served on its Finance Committee and has been for many
years directly involved in wage negotiations with the many trade unions covering
the 55,000 employees of the C.W.S. He is a member of the National Council of
Labour and the Consumer Council, Chairman of the Advisory Committee on Cooperatives
to the Minister of Overseas Development, and has been Chairman of the Cooperative
Party for eight years,

NEW S.C.W.S. PRESIDENT

The election of Mr, Tom Taylor as President of the Scottish Cooperative Whole-
sale Society (S.C.W.S,) was announced at the end of this month.,

Mr, Taylor, having made his mark in the Cooperative Movement as an outstanding
manager and administrator as well as one of its best public advocates and speakers,
began his career in the S.C.W.S, as an office boy at the age of 15, Three years
later, he became a  S5.C.W,S. exchange student with a German wholesale society,
won subsequently a S5.C,W.S, scholarship for full-time study at the People's College,
Elsinore, Denmark, and th:n becarefurnishing comittee clerk and manager of the
developing Contracts and Exports Department of the S.,C.W.S. Before his election
to the S.C.W.S. Board eight years ago, Mr. Taylor had gone,with the Society's
approval, to Puerto Rico where he assisted in forming consumer cooperatives., At
present, Mr., Taylor is a member of the Cooperative Union'!'s Central Executive and
serves on the Advisory Committee on Cooperative Overseas Development under the
Ministry of Overseas Development,
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INDIA

NATIONAL SEMINAR ON WOMEN AND COOPERATTION

A report was received last month from the I.C,A.'s Regional Office in New
Delhi on a Seminar on Women ard Cooperation, which was organised by the National
Cooperative Union of India and held at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi, on March 25th
and 26th, 1965,

The Seminar, which was opened by Mrs, Indira Gancdhi, Minister for Information
and Broadcasting, and presided over by Mrs., Achamma Mathai, Chairman of the Central
Social Welfare Board, was attended by about 100 participants from various States
in India representing State Cooperative Unicns, women's organisations, the Central
Social Welfare Board, interested Indian Government Ministries and State Cooperative
Departments, The I.,C.A, and the Cooperative League of the U.S,A., were represented
at the Seminar.

The following topics were discussed: Why is it necessary to involwve more
women in the Cooperative Movement? What is the effective role they can play in
its promotion? What types of activities are best suited for women's cooperatives?
Is it desirable or necessary to have cooperatives exclusively for women? What is
the role that voluntary women's organisations can play in promoting cooperation
amongst women?

The leader of each State delegation read a report on the cooperatives in her
own State, and talks were given by experts on: the role of women in the Coopera-
tive Movement in India, and the various fields in which women can play an important
role through cooperation; the role of women in consumers'! cooperation, and lessons
from the Price Resistance Moverment; the pilet-project of the National Cooperative
Union of India (NCUI) at Delhi on creating consumers' consciousness amongst womenj
and how to promote increasing participation of women in the Cooperative Movement,
with particular reference to cooperative education for women. These talks were
followed by discussions and questions,

On the second day of the Seminar, panel discussions were held, followed by
questions and answers, and the following subjects were introduced by experts:
the creation of women's sections at the state and national levels; the role of
the Social Welfare Board in the promotion of cooperative societies among womenj
the role of women's organisations in promoting cooperation among women; and a
suggested action prograrmme for the women's sections,

In the course of the discussions, the participants in the Seminar agreed
unanimously that it was necessary to involve a larger number of women more actively
in the Cooperative Ilovement, One of the speakers said that the Movement was part
of the bigger picture of democratic growth and economic development and that these
ideals could not be realised unless women, who constituted half the country's
population, took a greater interest in it. References were made by some speakers
to the active role which women play in the Cooperative Movements of the West and
in Japan in order to raise their economic, social and cultural status there, It
was felt that social and cultural activities should form an integral part of
women'!s cooperatives,

Some delegates felt that it would perhaps be better to concentrate first on
imparting cooperative education to the more literate, However, statistics were
given to show that illiteracy was no bar to the promotion of cooperation. Thus,
Kerala, with a literacy rate of L642 per cent, has only 7 women's cooperatives,
whereas Uttar Pradesh, with a literscy rate of only 17.2 per cent, has about 150
women's cooperatives, _

The general opinion prevailled among representatives that separate women's
cooperatives should be formed only in certain cases and under special circumstances.
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There were fields as, for instance, handicrafts, tailoring, embroidery and similar
activities, which were particularly suitable for women; in the fields of consumer
and credit cooperation, however, mixed cooperatives would be more advantageous.,

It was felt that the voluntary women's organisations, which already enjoyed
the confidence of large numbers of women, should try to ihterest women increasingly
in the Cooperative Movement.

Over the past 10 months, the NCUI Women's section had been conducting a pilot
project in Delhi to promote consumer consciousness among women which was financed
by the Cooperative League of the U,5.A, and was now being assessed in order to see
whether it was worthwhile to have similar projects also in other States of India,.

It was unanimously agreed that woment!s sections should be set up at the district,
state and national union levels, that they should be staffed by full-time, quali-
fied personnel and be financed by the Government of India for the first five yearsa -
The Minister for Community Development and Cooperation, Mr. S. K. Dey, assured the
delegates that his Ministry would be prepared to give financial assistance and
requested that clear-cut plans and budgets for setting up women's sections in

each State be submitted through the NCUI to it for consideration, A model programme
for the establishment of women's sections in all Statesof India was then approved,
and it was decided to set up women's advisory committees in each State to assist
them, Besides the orgarnisation of women's cooperatives in specialised fields, the
active participation of women should also be secured in cooperatives of various
types in which women were not yet involved. It was, therefore, necessary for

women to be represented at the primary, district, state and national levels in

all cooperative sccieties,

Furthermore, the Seminar participants recommended that women cooperative
educational instructors be appointed in each district and that all programmes of
cooperative education for women be integrated with that of the NCUI.

Finally, it was felt that seminars similar to the present one should be held
annually in different States of India.

JAPAN

AMATGAMATION OF CONSUMERS' COOPERATIVE UNION WITH CONSUMERS!
COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE FEDERATION

The Japanese Consumers' Cooperative Union released recently the news of its
amalgaration with the All Japan Consumers' Cooperative Wholesale Federation, a
decision taken by resolution adopted unanimously at the Extraordinary General
Meeting of both organisations held on January 30th and 31lst, 1965,

According to the resolution, the new Central Organisastion would have started
on April lst under the name of "Nippon Seikatsu Kyodokumiai Rengokai - Japanese
Consumers! Cooperative Union". It consists of four departments ~ general affairs,
financial administration, organisation and wholesale ~ with five regional offices
in Hokkaido, Kanto, Tokyo, Kansai and Kyushu,

Mr. Takeshige Ishiguro was elected the new Union's President, Mr, Shunsuke
Tanaka, former President, as Honorary President, Mr, Sadao Nakabayashi as Vice~
President, Mr. Yasuo Kinoshita as Managing Director, and Mr. Kiyoshi Inaba, Mr,
Kinichi Katsube amd Mr, Shigeru Fukuda as Dircctors,



INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE ALLIANCE 1UPPER GROSYENOR STREET LONDON W1

I

AN

- INTERNATTIONAL

I,0.A, DIRECTOR'S ORAL STATEMENT AT TIO CONFERENCE

Supplementing the written statement of the International Cooperative Alliance
and the International Federation of Agricultural Producers (for the text, see I.C.A.
Press Release No. li, 1965) on the Role of Cooperetives in the Economic and Social
Development of Developing Countries presented to the International Labour Organi-~
sation’s Conference at its L9th session, held in Gereva from June 2nd to 2hth, 1965,
in connection with its agenda item 7, the I.C.A. Director, Mr, W. G. Alexander,
made the following oral final statement on the subject at a plenary session on
June 22nd.

"Tf the ILO needed any further confirmation of the importance of this item
7, it has been provided by delegates during their statements to the plenary sessions
of this Conference, and the extent to which there i3 agreement on the subject has
been evident in the work of the Committee whose report is now before the Conference,

Ithough almost all newly developing countries have cooperatives, it is clear
that their development and increased efficiency will result in social and economic
progress, with a greater degree of personal involvement, of larger numbers of
individuals, than will be found in any other sector of the econoury,

Where vooperatives are helping cooperatives across national boundaries, both
the parties to such help are learning that there is no monopoly of wisdom in this
world, A cooperative has to be fashioned from available materials and develop
characteristics according to local cormditions, Lessons are learned on both sides
and a cooperative which sends a good man to help others gains something on his
return from the new experience which he has acquired.

. The IIO staff, with their expert collaborators, Mr. Colombain and Miss Digby,
made an excellent preparation for this item and, although the conclusions contained
in the appendix to this report are only in draft form, they would seem to go as far
as is necessary and reasonable at this stage, I believe that the proposed instru-
ment will be really useful, if and when it may be approved, and that it leaves
much in the way of further useful action which may follow, both generally and for
each special type of cooperatives

The International Cooperative Alliance, in the furtherance of its role as
the international promotional body, of the cooperatives, for the cooperatives,
endeavours to strike a balance in its activities between consideration of the
egsential characteristics and principles of cooperatives which enable them to be
recognised from other enterprises and consideration of the structural changes,
and standards, techniques, and training of management which can be developed for
efficient conduct of cooperatives under comditions appertaining today and in the
future, Ve will study these draft conclusions and will continue to maintain close
liaison and collaboration with the ILO in this and other cooperative matters.,"
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1.C.A., CONSUMER WORKING PARTY DISCUSSIONS IN FINLAND

During its third Country Review in Helsinki on June 1llth and 15th, 1965
(previous reviews took place in Great Britain and Sweden), the I.C,A. Consumer
Working Party discussed with officials of the Cooperative Union (XKK) and of the
Finnish Cooperative Wholesale Society (SOK) the ways in which the Finnish Coopera-
tive Movement works towards *the objectives put forth in the Consumer Working
Party!s Outline Programme of Action in the Interest of Consumers. Issues discussed
included quality control, contacts with consumers, stock assortments, consumer
education, informative labelling, advertising and publicity, and legal protection
for consumers,

The Consumer Working Party was also given an opportunity to inspect a number
of cooperative food stores, a saw mill, a biscuit and furniture factory.

Members of the Working Party include consumer experts from Belgium, Finland,
France, Great Britain, Italy, Netherlands, Norwasy and Sweden.

REPORT OF EXPERTS'! CONFERENCE ON COOPERATION AND TRADE UNIONS

An Experts' Conference on Cooperation and Trade Unions, jointly organised
by the I.C.,A. Regional Office and Education Centre for South-~East Asia and the
Asian Trade Union College of the Inbernational Confederation of Free Trade Unions,
was held in New Delhi, India, from January 1lth to 18th, 1965, A full report,
issued on June 1llth, was received at the I.C.A, Headquarters from its Regional
Office,

The Conference was opened by Dr. V. K. R. V, Rao, Member of the Indian Govern-
ment's Planning Commission, and the participants were welcomed by Dr. S. K. Saxena,
Director of the I.C.A, Regional Office, and Mr, V, S. Mathur, Director of the Asian
Trade Union College, The inaugural session was presided over by Mr, Chaudhary
Brahm Perkash, General Secretary of the National Cooperative Union of India, The
Confercnce was attended by experts of the cooperative and trade union movements
in Ceylon, India, Japan, Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines and the Republic of Korea,
and by Mr. S. K, Jain, Director of IIO's Asian Field Office in Colombo, The main
theme was the relevance of the cooperative movement to the trade union workers
and the possibilitles of collaboration between the trade unions and the coopera-
tive movements in South-East Asia,

The report gives detailed accounts of: the trends of rapid urbanisation in
South-East Asia (including the causes and the problems involved); the growth of
trade unions (their activities, the social milieu in which they function in South~-
East Asia, their common features in the various countries, and the need for their
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support to cooperatives); the aims and principles of cooperation (nature of
cooperative organisations, and main and subsidiary principles); thrift and credit
societies (their activities and promotion of savings among trade union workers);
consumers! cooperatives (adultergtion of commodities, rise in prices, credit
buying and other aspects, and role, activities and problems of consumers! coopera-
tives); cooperative housing (housing problems, progress of cooperative housing,
structure and problems of housing cooperatives, and the role of the Government

in cooperative housing); State assistance to cooperatives; participation of
trade union workers in trade union activity; member education (need for and
objectives of member education, education methods, comtents of member education,
training of employees, and agencies for workers! education); and, finally, the
possibilities of future collaboration between the trade union movement and the
cooperative movement.

UNESCO TRAVEL GBANT FOR CANADIAN YOUTH LEADER

The "Co~op Commentary" of the Cooperative Union of Canada (CUC) of June 3rd,
1965 announced that a UNESCO travel grant has been allocated to the CUC for a
three-month study tour in Europe for a leader in youth activities to be selected
from the Canadian Cooperative Movement, The award, which was given by UNESCO
through the I.C.li., is available during 1965-66,

The CUC is contacting member organisations to assist in the selection of a
suitable leader for the award of the study tour who will visit the Scandinavian
countries and one other BEuropean country to be chosen,

This travel grant programme of UNESCO for young leaders is intended to help
youth and student organisaticns to intensify their efforts on tehalf of developing
regions and to support the work of the United Nations and its specialised agencies,

ESTABLISHMENT OF INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH CENTRE FOR COOPERATIVE
FURAT, COMMUNITIES

At a Corference held in Israel, "Cooperation" and "Agrarizn Reform" were
two of the subjects among the items on its agenda cdiscusseds As a result, the
decision was taken to hold an International Symposium on "The Role of Cooperation
in Rural Development" in Israel which subsequently took place in March 1965 and
was abtended by 23 scientists and leading functionaries of the Cooperative Move-
ments of 16 countries, as well as by a delegation from Israel representing the
country!s various types of cooperative settlerents, and by representatives of the
United Nations and of the FAO, At the last meeting of the Symposium, a resolution
o establish an International Research Centre for Cooperabive Rural Communities
was adopteds

Following this decision, a Foundation Meeting was comvened in Tel-fiviv on
March 18th to prepare for the initial steps to be taken in organising the setting
up of the new International Research Centre, Fifteen experts from Brazil,
Czechoslovakia, France, Hungary, Iran, Ireland, Israel,Nigeria, Poland, Senegal
and Sweden, and one representing the United Nations Economic Commission for Asia
and the Far East (ECAFE) participated in the meeting, a sumary of which, together
with other relative documentation, has been received from the Israel Cooperative
Research Centre in Jerusalem at tle I.C.A. Headquarters,

" The Israel Cooperative Research Centre has declared itself prepared to
centralise the International Centre's secretarial work at its headquarters
(Hakiryah, 17 "D" Street, Tel-Aviv, Israel), The latter!s temporary secretariat
will be composed of the participants who attended the Foundation Meeting and of
those having taken part in the Symposium and wishing to join it, A three-member
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ad hoc Organising Committee will be formed with the mandate to make the necessary
preparations for the official Founding Meeting of the International Research
Centre for Cooperative Rural Communities in September or October of this year to
which the menbers of the temporary secretariat and other participants in the
Symposium will be invited,

The secretariat will prepare a draft budget, draft regulations and a draft
programme of work for the Centre and present these to the members of the Organising
Committee who will draw up draft resolutions to be brought before the official
Founding Meeting, and the latter will meet the participants in the Symposium and
contact organisations and institutions likely to be interested, and to assist,
in the activities of the International Centrea

The following basic lines to guide the preparatory work were proposed:
Among the active members of the International Centre, cooperative research insti-
tutions, universities with a unit or department for cooperation, and scientists
engaged in agricultural cooperative research (particularly of cooperative move-
ments) should be included; there should also be a supporting membership of legal
persons interested in the Centre's aims; finally, the Centre should conduct
research and comparative studies in rural cooperative communities and in certain
forms of agricultural cooperation directly comnected with such communitiew; it
should further the establishment of new research centres, develop the exchange of
information in the field of research, and organise regional and international
meetings to discuss special problems relating to the Centre's objectivesa

In addition to the FAO, it was decided to approach the IIO and other inter-
national organisations likely to become interested in the International Centrefor
their support in its activities and to induce their members to participate in its
various sub-organs envisaged in the future,

CANADA

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TC UCO SPECIAL ACT

It was reported from the United Cooperatives of Ontario (UCO) that final
reading by the Provincial Legislature and Royal Assent has been given to the pro-
posed amendments to the UCO Special Act.

Since March 196l, when the UCO Board first proposed the changes in the Act,
meetings had been held in the province to outline the plans and allow full dis-
cussion by the cooperative members, and, at the annual meeting last December,

voting delegates of cooperatives which are members of the UCO approved by a large
majority the changes,

Local cooperatives wishing to do so are now in the position to discuss their
merger with the regional cooperative; some have already indicated interest in it
and several others have communities working on such possikilities, Iocal service:
would operate as retail branches of the Ontario organisation, and local members
would become direct members of the UCO.

In planning for this change in corporate structure, the UCO Directors pro-
posed three objectives: +to build a strong effective future programme of coopera~
tive business in Ontario and in local committees; to arrange for the early deve
lecnment of modern and adequate services for members; and to protect the present
invesiment of local people as well as possible,
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

CONSUMERS! DAY 1965

It was reported in "Der Verbraucher" of May 8th, 1965 that the German
consumers! cooperatives organised for the first time a Consumers'! Dagy at Bad
Nauheim on May 3rd, About 130 delegates of consumers! cooperatives attended and
took an active part in discussing important issues concerning consumers everywhere
and in collectively endeavouring to find solutions to the many problems involved,
As representatives of 2.5 million member families, their main aim was to rouse
the public!s awareness of the consumers! justified and far too long neglected
desires and to remedy the prevailing situation,

Mr, F, W, DUrge and Mrs, M. Grinder were unanimously elected Chairman and
Deputy Chairman respectively of the Consumers! Day assembly, and the temporary
committee established to do the preparatory work was appcinted as a standing
committee,

. After an introductory talk given by Mr, DSrge on the theme "The Consumer
as a Partner with Equal Rights in Economy and State", the delegates divided into
four working parties and discussed this subjeot and related problems in greater
detail and depth. Several decisions unanimously approved at the Consumers! Day
meeting were the outcome of the work undertaken, one of which was a demand for an
"Economic Council" emerging from the fact that the idea of a Federal Economic
Council had been shelved and that the hitherto envisaged sclutions were in no way
an adequate substitute for the desired economic representation, A loose union of
group representatives of consumers, producers, the trade and of cooperatives, in
which all partners would be given equal rights to their cleims, should have an
opinion~forming effect on the public and should stimulate state legislation.

The Consumers! Day participants further requested the Federal Government for
a more positive consumer-~oriented attitude at the agro-political negotiations in
the EWC (Common Market) Ministerial Council as well as for the legitimate improve-
ment of the consumer demands in Europe, With regard to the testing of goods, it
was suggested tu de-~centralise the work of the state testing institute and a plea
made for the early provision of informative labelling of goods un a voluntary or
legal basis supervised by a standardisation institute to be established, Perhaps,
the most important demand was for a Secretary of State for consumer problems in
the Federal Ministry for Food, Agriculture and Forestry., This, however, was con-
sidered to be the minimum demand, since the delegates felt in fact that nothing
less than the establishment of a federal ministry for consumer affairs would be
the ultimate solution to strive for,

The consumers! cooperatives gave proof once more on that special day that,
as a consumers' organisation, they were capable of spezking and acting in the
interests of all consumers and of defending their rights and needs, In order to
ensure that the voice of the 2,5 million consumer families was heard and taken
notice of also in the future, the delegates resolved that the work so far accom~
plished should be further parsued and developed by the appointed standing com-
mittee, It was hoped that the next Consumers! Day in 1966, at which probably
less fundamental if not less important matters would be dealt with, would consti~
tute the logical follow-up to the auspiciously started work for the consumer in
the Federal Republic,

INTRODUCTION OF CONSULTATION HOUR FOR CONSUMERS! COOPERATIVESS CLIENTS

A note in the "Pressedienst!" of the Zentralverband deutscher Konsumgenossen-
schaften, ZdK (Central Union of German Consumers' Cooperatives), Hamburg, informed
members and customers of the largest German consumers! cooperative, the Hamburg
"Production", of a new service Dr their benefit which started in April of this
year,
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Regularly twice a month ~ every second Monday - a consultation hour has
been set aside for clients, both members and other customers, when members of
the management and leading collaborators of "Production" are endeavouring to lay
the ground for personal contact, relationship and discussion with them, all of
which was not easily possible to achieve in the traditional member assemblies.
The main reason and purpose for this innovation was to enable members and customers
alike to make suggestions regarding their needs and wishes in meetings with the
competent authorities which would then take immediate and appropriate steps to
consider these and comply with them, Fifteen persons took part in this first
individual consultation.

FRANCE

NATTONAL CONGRESS OF COOPERATIVE CONSUMERS! MOVEMENT

The LBth National Congress of the Cooperative Consumers! Movement, with an
attendance of 500 delegates representing 3,500,000 families, held at Nice from
June 8th to 11th, 1965, was opened by the President of the National Consumers!
Committee, Mr, Maurice Colombain, who, in his address to Congress, introduced
the two main subjects for discussion dealing with new cities and the plan of the
cooperative movement, Among the principal speakers were Mr., Pierre Naudeau,
Seeretary of the Regional Cooperative Federation of the South-East; Mr. Marcel
Brot, President of the National Federation of Consumers' Cooperatives (F.N.C.C.);
Mr. Marcel Degond, F.N.C.C.'s Vice-President, who presented the Federation's
report; Mr. Maurice Denuzitre, introducing a special report on life in new citiess
and Mr, Roger Kérinec, F.N.C.C.'s Secretary-General, Statements and interventions
during the discussions were made by a great number of other French cooperators and
representatives of many European countries as well as of Israel, Mr. André
Vuilleumier, representing the I,C.A., recad a message of greetings and good wishes
to the Congress, at which the ILO was also represented,

A general resolution, adopted by the Congress, records its satisfaction with
the progress made by the Cooperative Consumers! Movement in 196k, with the recruit-
ment of 300,000 new families, the renewed spreading of cooperative thinking achieved
through joint action with other cooperative movements, the increase in turnover of
about 11,5 per cent as against that in 1963, and the modernisation of the network
of stores and the diversification of their sales, particularly in the non-food
sectors It notes that these results had been obtained in spite of the organisation,
in the distribution sector, of strong financial coalitions and of the development
of an insufficiently controlled publiciby making the exercise of the consumers?
free choice more difficult; +that a national expansion plan embracing all aspects
of cooperative life was in operation placing supplies, information and appropriate
services at the disposal of the consumers and thereby permitting them to assume
full responsibility of their economic and social life, It further stresses the
inadequacy of actions taken by the Public Authorities in favour of the consumers
and regrets the lack of the latter's representation in the commissions concerned
with regional economic development, Misgivings are expressed about the incomplete-
ness of the realisations of the Fourth Plan and the weak prospects of the expansion
offered by the Fifth Plan, therefore confirming the belief that the protection of
the consumers can only be ensured if they themselves are largely associated with
a strong, orgamised and responsible movement,.

Finally, the Congress desires that humanism, which constitutes the most
significant basis of the cooperative doctrine, should contribute to the establish~
ment of a peaceful civilisation in the world where justice and efficiency could
be united in a harmonious synthesis for the benefit of expansion of mankind,



In another resolution concerning life in new cities, the Congress declares
that it cannot remain indifferent towards the serious deficicncies affecting ad-
versely the level and way of life of millions of families called upon to live in
new cities and deplores the presently inadequate fight against land and building
speculation, the negligeable account taken of the real needs of life in town-
planning and construction projects as well as the lack of comsultation with the
users of housing facilities, Regretting that the terms of financing eollective.
equipments increase the cost price, the Congress recommends the establishment of
reciprocal information and systematic aid between housing cooperatives and con-
sumer cooperatives, thus manifesting the unity of the cooperative sector which
has always stated its interest in the housing problem, Cooperative construction
and allied activities should be extended resulting in the building of 1,000 to
2,000 housing units and cooperative shopping centres increased,

Finally, the Congress emphasises the important human role of the cooperative
societies in helping to create a true cooperative spirit, unity and a democratic
way of life for and among the people being called upon to live in new cities.

Two other resolutions, dealing with television publicity and representation

of consumers in the commissions concerned with regional economic development res-
pectively, were passed by the Congress.

NORWAY

CONGRESS OF COOPERATIVE WOMEN!S GUILD

Discussion at the Congress of the Norwegian Cooperative Women!s Guild (Norges
Kooperative Kvinneforbund) in Bergen on June 20th and 21st, 1965 centred largely
on two closely connected issues, namely, the relations between the Guild and the
Norwegien Cooperative Union (Norges Kooperative Landsforening, NKL), and the acti-
vities of cooperative women with respect to consumer questions.

A decision as to whether to replace the Guild by a Women's Committee within
the NKL or, dlternatively, to intensify the interest and participation of the Guild
Women in the activities of the NKL, and particularly in the operations of its
Housewives! Department, was deferred until the next Congress,

Consideration of consumer affairs was based on papers on "The Cooperative Move-
ment!s Responsibility towards Consumers" delivered by Mrs, Tmrid Str¥m, Chief of
the Consumer Information Department of Kooperativa Firbunded (Cooperative Union and
Wholesale Society), Sweden, and on "Informative Labelling" by Mrs. Astrid Aure of
the Norwegian Committee for Informative Labelling and Quality Marking,

A messagé of greetings from the I.C.A, Secretary for Women Cooperators was
read to the Congress,

POLAND

TRAINING SCHOOLS FOR COOPERATIVE FMPLOYEES

The first number of an Information Bulletin, issued by the Central Agricul-
tural Union of "Peasant Self-Aid" Cooperatives (CAU) in April of this year, con-
tains a description of the various schools run by CAU for the training of pros-~
pective cooperative employees. There are 121 professional schools, 88 of which
are for youth and 33 are non-residential ones for working people, They comprise
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economic primary and secondary schools, trade and agricultural preparatory, and
advertising schools. Students going to these schools receive the same education
as those in public ones, and many having completed a CAU secondary school can
continue their studies at high schools in any part of Poland,

The Central Agricultural Union also maintains 28 boarding establishments
to enable young people living in far-off villages to attend schools Priority of
admittance to CAU schools and boarding institutions is given to children of coopera-
tors, and about 25 per cent of these pupils receive scholarship grants,

The CAU organises further a series of professional and training courses for
employees of supply and marketing cooperatives to improve their qualifications,
as well as preparatory courses for qualification examinations and conference
courses, For 1965, it is planned to arganise 336 professional courses, 1,502
for the improvement of qualifications, 62 preparatory ones for entering qualifica-
tion exams, 20 for commodity expert analysts, and about h,OOO conference courses
for employees, members of cooperative self-government and active cooperators colla-
borating in the education of the youth.

SOUTH PACIFIC

COOPERATIVE INTERN ATTACHED TG SOUTH PACIFIC COMMISSION

In a recent letter to the Editor at I,C.A. Headquarters, Mr, R, H. Boyan,
a cooperative specialist in Suva, Fiji, reported on the institution of an intern-
ship system by the South Pacific Commission, providing in-service training for
selected Pacific islanders, nominated by the Governments of the area, by attaching
them to specific sections of the Commission,

One of the selected interns is Mr. Memafu Malara, an official in the Registry
of the Cooperative Societies of Papua and New Guinea, who is assisting the Commission!
cooperative specialist in a variety of tasksto further his professional knowledge
and competence, During the period of April to July 1965, Mr, Malara is working,
in association with the specialist, as administrative officer in Fiji, where a
regional course on cooperatives is being held,

This type of training, carrying with it the intern's full responsibility for
his specific tasks, is believed to have great advantages over study tours limiting
the student only to observing and discussing ways of cooperative operation. If
this experimental scheme should prove successful, it was hoped to extend it.

SWITZERLAND
WOMEN COOPERATORS' GIFT TO VSK

Members of the Swiss women cooperators! organisations presented a large
tapestry to the Union of Swiss Consumers! Societies (VSK) on the occasion of its
75th Jjubilee celebrations, Woven into its modern art design in wool and silk are
symbols representing the origin of retail shops located in basement premises and
their conterporary dounterparts centrally connected with VSK, All the rainbow
colours in pastel shades were used in the tapestry on which forty women merbers
worked for over 500 hours,
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: For the second time in 1965, the I,C.A. Insurance Committee convened in a
country outside Europe, holding its meetings in Regina and Banff, Canada, from
June 15th to 18th, which were attended by the Committee's seven members, Mr. Henri
Lemaire, General Manager of La Pré&voyance Sociale, Brussels, Belgium; Mr, G, Lloyd
Matheson, General Manager of the Cooperative Insurance Services Ltd., Canadaj
Mr, Robert Dinnage, General Manager of the Cooperative Insurance Society, Manchester,
England; Mr, N, A, Kularajah, General Manager of the Malsgysian Cooperative Insurance
Society, Kuala Lumpur, Federation of Maleysia; Mr. Seved Apelqvist, President of
Folksam Group, Stockholm, Sweden; Mr, Willy Maurer, Manager of Coop-Leben, Basle,
Switzerland; and Mr. Bowman Doss, President of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Companies,
Columbus, Ohio, U.S.A,

An account of the Committeels decision to approve the establishment of a

Loan Guarantee Fund, which will be used to assist in the development of cooperative

- insurance companies in newly developing and other countries where cooperative

“ insurance was not yet existing, was published in the "News" of the Canadian Coopera-
tive Insurance Services of July 5the The Loan Guarantee Fund will be capitalised

* . at $300,000, with $100,000 of this amount to be raised immediately from cooperative
insurance companies throughout the world, and will be used to guarantee bank loans
of sponsors lending funds to new cooperative insurance companies, but not as a
direct investment in new companies, Loans will be made through banks in the country
involved and will be guaranteed by the Fund., It is hoped that the financial assi-
‘stance through this Fund, along with technical and personnel aid from members of
the I,C.A., will enable the newly developing countries to create their own insurance
facilities. -

An example of such assistance was given by one of the members of the I.C.A.
Tnsurance Committee who is a representative of the Malaysian Cooperative Insurance
Society., Cooperative insurance in the Federation of Malaysia was started with
the assistance of the Cooperative Insurance Society of Manchester, England, only
nine years ago. Since then, this insurance company has become the third largest
in the Federation of Malaysia and is the only important company owned by the people
of the country, all others being foreign-owmed, The investments made by the
Malaysian ccmpany are entirely devoted to the country's development, Thus, the
success of the cooperative insurance programmes in countries such as Malaysia has
led to the setting up of the Loan Guarantee Fund in order to help the people in
the developing countries to help themselves, Apart from offering technical assi-
stance and persomnel, the I.,C.A. members will also accept trainees from the new
companies and give them on-the-job training in established cooperative companies,

Interest in setting up cooperative insurance companies has been shown in
South America and the new countries of Africa, as well as in Greece, Peru and the
Philippines, Not all new companies in some of these areas may need financial
backing, but they would benefit from the technical assistance offcred.
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The TI.C.A, Insurance Committee also discussed the exchange of re-insurance
between member companies throughout the world., Last year, re-insurance premiums
exchanged were valued at $10 million, This is a reciprocal exchange of insurance
coverage between companies in order to spread the risk. A major share of the re-
insurance -~ amounting to over 30 per cent in 196L ~ comes from Canadae

The I.C.A., Committee now represents 56 companies in 22 countries. The com-
bined annual premiums exceed $1 billion from 60 million policy~holders and assets
amount to %3 billion,

EUROPEAN CONFEDERATION OF AGRICULTURE HONOURS SECRETARY
OF PLUNKETT FOUNDATION

The Agricultural Central Cooperative Association reported on the 9th of this
month that, on the occasion of a lunch given by the Association to the Executive
Committee of the Furopean Confederation of Agriculture, meeting in London for the
first time since its reconstitution in 1948, the Confederation!s President, Mr,
Piette, announced the decision taken to appoint Miss Margaret Digby, Secretary of
the Plunkett Foundation for Cooperative Studies in Iondon since 193L, to be a
Counsellor of the Confederation. The honour was conferred on Miss Digby in recog-
nition of her distinguished services to the development of agricultural cooperatio
in the international field,

The European Confederation of Agriculture, having succeeded the Internationa
Agricultural Congress formed in Paris in 1889 and having been reformed after the
Second World War, has more than 500 member organisations interested in various
aspects of agriculture, and a strong Agricultural Cooperative Committee, of which

the Agricultural Central Cooperative Association and the Plunkett Foundation are
members

WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME EXTENSION -

The FAO World Food Programme im likely to be continued for another three
yvears with an increase in its programme from $100 million to $275 million, reports
the News of the International Federation of Agricultural Producers of June 1965.

The future of the World Food Programme has already been considered at the
FAQO Council meeting in June, is being studied by the United Nations Economic and
Social Council this month amd the final decision will be taken by the FAO Confercnce:,
and the United Nations General Assembly in the autumn of this year.

The prograrme was started in 1963 with a target of $100 million, of which
about $9L million was pledged by TO countries and $73 million has been committed
in 50 different nations. Current rcommendations made by the 2l~nation FAO Inter-
Governmental Committee are to continte the programme through 1966, 1967 and 1968,
with pledges of up to $275 million in commodities, cash and services. The United
States has indicated that it would continue to provide its share of LO per cent
of the total pledges in cash, ocean frcight services and farm commodities,
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CAMEROUN

COFFEE COOPERATIVES CONTRIBUTE TO COUNTRY!'S
SUCCESS OF COOPERATION

In the April 1965 issue of the "Bulletin d'Informations Coopératives", pub-

. lished by the State Secretariat for Rural Development of the Department of Coopera-
tion and Mutuality in Yaounde, its Registrar, Mr., Jérémie Obam Mfoulou, wrote

about the Western Union of "Arabica" Coffee Cooperatives (Union des Coopératives

de Café Arabica de L'Ouest, UCCAO) as an example of cooperation in the Cameroun.

Formed in 1958, the Union has now become a cooperative organisation of tre-
mendous economic importance, due to its export monopoly and direct coffee sale
to European and American consumers, and has made great progress in its develop-
ment since 1961/62, when it produced only 3,778 tons of "Arabica" coffee for trade,
Tn 1962/63, the production of UCCAO!s member societies has been increased to 8,L32
tons, thus having almost trebled the tonnage of coffee exported during the previous
year. This unexpected success in production, which increased the Union!s turn-
over from nearly 800 million to 1,700 million C,F.A, francs, resulted not only in
the return of 250 million to the cooperators in that year, but also in the Board
of Directors! decislon to erect a two~storey building with six flats and offices
at Bafussam at a cost of lj0 million francs, In spite of a set-back in 1963/6lL,
when the quantity of exported coffeec had dropped to 7,651 tons, UCCAO's ambitions
were directed to the purchase of electronic colorimeter sorting machines in order
to conguer difficult markets and corbat the "dumping" price of the Colombian
"Arabical" coffee,

The Cameroun, with a record production in 1962/63, was able to place 6,606
tons of its coffee, .epresenting 78 per cent of UCCAO!'s exports, on the French
market with 36 imporvers. Other foreign markets, where UCCAO had sold a total
of only 1,838,72 tons, or 22 per cent, to 27 importers, included the United States
(657 tons), the Federal Republic of Germany (Lh2 tons), Italy (270 tons),
Yugoslavia (100 tons), Belgium (179.88 tons), the Saar (8L.8L4 tons), Morocco
(82450 tons), Algeria (15 tons), and Ivory Coast (7.50 tons). Among these, Germany,
Italy and the Saar are difficult, but profitable markets for the Camerounian
coffee; the discriminating tasteof the consumers of these countries is the rea-
son for UCCAO!s endeavour to equip itself with electronic sorting machines in
order to conquer the market by supplying a superior qualibty.

Colombia, with an annual production of 150,000 tons of "Arabica coffee for
trade, is about to conquer, by way of a "dumping'price, the French market which
is the Cameroun's preferential market, The exporters of Colombian coffee are
using a method of intense publicity costing them nearly 32 million francs per

years

Next to the problem of the Colombian "dumping" price, that of developing the
West Camerounian cooperators! standard of living has still to be solveds Thanks
to wide cooperative support, in the whole of the Western Cameroun, the farmers! stardard
has shown a steady upward trond since 1960, In fact, the average annual income
per inhabitant was raised from 16,000 francs in 1960/61 to 30,000 in 1961/62 and
to 46,000 in 1962/63, and it is anticipated that it will increase from 52,315 francs
to 60,000 during 1963/6lh, By way of comparison, the average annual income per
head in the Republic of the Ivory Coast, which is one of the rich countries of
Africa, is 55,000 C,F.A. francs.

The UCCAO, as consumer of chemical fertilizers, has used about 3,400 tons of
fertilizers in 1963 for all of its cooperatives, and the Cooperative of Industrial
Plantations (Coopérative des plantations industrielles, COOPAGRO) has used nearly
2,500 tons of fertilizers. A new stimulant for the individual efforts of growers
is a welcome subsidy of 50 per cent of the fertilizer price, having resulted in
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UCCAO's production of 8,650 tons of coffee amd COOPAGRO's 1,500, or a total of
10,150 tons, with expectation of a considerable increase in the years to come,
The UCCAO views, therefore, the fubture with optimism, Its member cooperatives
spent 56,456, 093 francs for the purchase of fertilizers in 1963/6L,

Seven coffee growing and producing cooperatives, most of which are managed
by competent European directors tackling the various agricultural and cooperative
problems and supervising the functioning of the processing machines, are member
societies of UCCAO, Since their formation and proper functioning 1n 1959, they
redeemed an amount of about Tl million francs and accumulated reserves of 120
million. These figures speak eloquently for the success of cooperation in the
Western Cameroun. Together with its cooperatives, UCCAO started with joint stocks
of about 20 million francs and has today its own capital of not less than 100
million, part of which is invested eitler for the enlargement of its factories or
for increasing its fleet of motor wvehicles,

In his concluding summary, Mr, Obam Mfou'!ou expresses his appreeiation of
the Camerounian Government!s confidence in the Union by granting it the export
monopoly of its coffee, To give emphasis to the importance which the Government
attaches to UCCAQO, the Minister for National Economy presided on November 1lth,

196l over the comrnlttee entrusted with the distribution of 350 million francs of
returns to the West Camerounian cooperators, In spite of all that UCCAQO has paid
to its cooperators, the price of one kilogram of "Arabica'" coffee paid to the grower
is about 195 francs, a profitable price made possible through cooperation.

CANADA

MERGER WITH UCO

The news was released by the United Cooperatives of Ontario (UCO) of a
major decision made on June 2hth, 1965 by a group of famers in Woodstock, Ontario,
which could have far-reaching effects on the farm people in that province, At
a special meeting, the shareholders in the Oxford Farmers! Cooperative voted by
119 to none to surrender their charter and merge their organisation with the UCO,
This is the first large cooperative to merge with the UCO in a direct merber-~
ship programme which was inaugurated earlier this year, The reorganisation and
consolidation programme was initiated because of the increasing demands for ser-
vice created by the rapid changes in farming and modern business techniques.

The Oxford Farmers'! Cooperative is one of the oldest and largest local farm
cooperative organisations in Ontario and has an annual volume of $2,8 million,
mainly from farm services. The main plant, consisting of a feed mill, large cold
storage facilities, a chick hatchery, fer‘bilizer, hardware and farm supplies s grain
handling facilities, farm machinery sales and service, and livestock trucking, is
located in the city of Woodstock, and branches are in Embro, Medina and Mount Elgin,
The Cooperative has succeeded in building assets of over $ 1 million and has paid
back to its members well over $1 million in patronage dividends, It is in a strong
financial position, but was faced with major expansion requirements and a reorgani~
sation was therefore felt to be the best solution,

The UCO has functioned as the supplier for the local cooperatives and is a
major manufacturer of feed and fertilizer, a handler of grain, a marketer of live-
stock and poultry, a wholesale for hardware, appliances and farm supplies, and a
distributor of petroleum products, It is owned by 135 local cooperatives and
individual shareholders of such, who have become shareholders of the UCO when
their local cooperativesmerged,
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An additional ten local cooperatives are engeged in studying the advantages
of merger and could become direct members in the near future if the members approvea
As the programme of reorganisebion and consolidation progiesses, the Onbario coopera-
tives will become large and strong enough to provide the services that are demanded
by modern farm operators,

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

DEATH OF FOUNDER OF UNIVERSITY COOPERATIVE RESEARCH INSTITUTE

Professor Dr. Georg Weippert, one of the founders in 1947 of the Cogperative
Research Institute at the Unlvers:!cy of Erlangen-Ntmberg, died, after a long iil-
ness on July 13th, at the age of 66,

Prof essor Weippert was widely respected and liked among cooperators in many
countries, not merely through his writings, but also through his active participa~
tion in fhe International Conferences of Cooperatlve Science organised triennially
by the Institutes of Cooperation of the universities of Western Germany and Austria,
A master of different branches of sociology, economics, technology and political
science, his contributions were distinguished by his powers of synthesis and cor-
relation, no less than by his clarity and wit, His courage and resolution in
overcoming his severe physical disabilities were the marvel of all his friends and
colleagues,

GREAT BRITAIN

DEATH OF FORMER S.C,W,S5. PRESIDENT

The death on July 7th, 1965 was announced of Mr, John M, Davidson, President
of the Scottish Cooperatlve Wholesale Society (S.CJW.S.) from 1946 until his retire-
ment in 1956,

Mr. Davidson came to the S.C,¥.S., whose Board of Directors he had joined in
1932, from Kinning Park (now the Glasgow South Society), on the Board of which he
had sex'vcd on several occasions as well as having been President from 1926 for some
years, He took an active part in various cooperative auxiliaries as, for instance,
in the Men'!s Guild and the Cooperative Party and established for himsclf a national
reputation as a far-sighted and keen cooperator,

In addition to his work in the S.C.W.S,, Mr, Davidson served on the Boards of
the joint federations, the committees of the Cooperative Union, and was elected to
the I,0.A. Central and Executive Committees in October 1946, f_‘rom which he retired
in August 1957. The culmination of Mr. Davidson’s coopera'blve career was his election
as President of the Cooperative Union!s Corgress at Edinburgrin 1955, Then, as on
previous occasions, he made a forthright speech urging the movement to come closer
together through amalgamation and to cement the rela’olons between retail societies
and the federations,

RETIREMENT OF TOP C,W.S. OFFICIAL

The Cooperative Wholesale Society (C.W.S,) announced that its Secretary and
Executive Officer, Mr. Harold Buckley, on reaching the age of 65, will retire on
October 30th, 1965,
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Since 1917, with a great coacern for consumer interests, Mr, Buckley devoted J
his life to the cooperative movement in which he strongly believes., He began his
cooperative career in the Secretary's office of the C.,W.S. at Manchester under Sir
Thomas Brodrick and became personal assistant to his successor, Sir Robert
Lancaster, His subsequent duties included acting as cormmittee clerk to the General
Committee of the C.I.S., of the Health Insurance Sub-~Committee and other committees
of the Board., In April 1938, Mr. Buckley was appointed Deputy Secretary of the
English and Scottish Joint C.W,S,, succeeding as Secretary a few months later;
in January 1946, he became Deputy to the then C.W.S. Secretary and Executive Officer,
Sir Arthur Macdonald, and the latter!s retirement in October 1952 brought him to
the top C.W.S, administrative post., Mr. Buckley has been joint Secretary of the
joint Standing Committee of the Cooperative Union and the C,W,S,, and first acted
as clerk and later became Sccretary to special committees of inquiry into C.W.S.
functions and methods. More recently, he has been Secretary of the joint Reorgani-~
sation Committee appointed by the C,W.S, shareholding socleties last year.

4
lr. Buckley travelled to West Africa, the Soviet Union, the United States and
to most European countries on C,W.S, business,

He will be succeeded by his Deputy since 1953, Mr, Alfred Wilson, whose res-
ponsibilities will be corcentrated in the office of Secretary because of the possible
reorganisation within the Soclety and some re-alignment of top administrative duties.

HONDULAS

DEVELOPMENT OF COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT N

According to a report received at the I.C.A. Headguarters, the Cooperative
Movement in Honduras, as in many developing countries, has to combend with acute
problems and is trying to overcome severe handicaps in order to survive., There
have, nevertheless, been some encouraging individual achicvements which may provide
a basis far real expansion,

The most noticeable characteristic of the Cooperative Movement in Honduras is
the multiplicity of effort both by official bodies and individuals, whose different
methods of approach were successful to a certain degree, Thus, apart from the
official Institute of Cooperative Development (Instituto de Fomento Cooperativo),
trade union leaders interested in creating closed cooperatives for their members,
personnel on loan from outside organisations as, for instance, the Antigonish
Extension and the Cooperative Union of North America (CUNA), amd the occasicnal
local individual are also active in the cooperative field,

The following are examples of the successful formation of cooperatives in
Honduras: In San Pedro Sula, the local representative of the Institute of Coopera-
tive Development has built up five transport cooperatives serving as models for
that type of cooperatives; a great personal effort was made by British-~Canadian
priets from Antigonish who created a few successful agricultural and producer
cooperatives; the CUNA represemtative, planning to establish 250 credit unions in
five years, has set up 15 in diffcrent areas so far, each of which is under the
supervision of an experienced person, usually a French-~Caonadian priest or a Peace
Corps workery the most prominent among those individuals devoting their time to
cooperative development is Mrs, Elizabeth Pinel of Choluteca, an Anglo-Honduran
lady, who organised an exceptionally successful cooperative society for unemployed
building trade workers and, more recently, a savings groupi and the industrial
unions of the North Coast have established effective closed consumer cooperatives
and are now expanding into the fields of housing cooperatives and credit unions,
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In the field of international cooperative activity, the Economic Sciences
Faculty of the University of Horduras has been selected as the location of the
Department of Cooperative Development of the Central American Institute of Social
and Economic Investigationss This Department has convened a meeting of Cenbral
American cooperative directors in San Pedro Sula from August 7th to 15th, to
which observers from all the American countries and all international cooperative
bodies have been invited and the purpose of which is to develop a programme for the
training of cooperative leaders in Central America.

JAPAN

LEADERSHIP CHANGES IN GENTRAL UNION OF AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVES

It was announced that Mr, Y, Mori from Nagoya and a Member of the Upper House
of the Japanese Diet has been elected the new President of the Central Union of
Agricultural Cooperatives of Japan at a meeting of its Board held on June 12th,

1965, The Board also elected two Executive Directors, one of whom is Mr. K. Yanageda,
formerly Managing Director of the National Marketing Federation, and the other,
Mr, S, Yasui, formerly Managing Director of the National Purchase Federation of
Japan, '

POLAND

MORE, HEALTH COOPERATIVES IN 196k

In No,2 for June of its Information Bulletin, the Cemtral Agriculbural Union
of "Peasant Self-Aid" Cooperatives published statistical data for 1963/6L concerning
health cooperative societies existing in Poland,

It was reported that the number of health cooperative societies had increased
by U8, or 27 per cent of the total number of cooperatives, in 196l and that, at
the end of that year, 213 were in full operation and 12 were trying to obbain the
necessary medical staff, Whereas there were 55,506 members in 1963 and the average
number of members per society amounted to 238, the total membership had increased
to 71,794 and the average one per society to 337 in 196L.

This progressive development of the societies brought about an equally pro-
portioned increase in the number of employed physicians and auxiliary persomel,
There were 182 doctors in 196l against 136 in 1963; 180 dentists against 1L8;

39 medical assistants against 3L; and 175 nurses against 139, The physicians
employed in the health cooperative societies belong to the younger generation,
about 80 per cent of them being under 35 years of age and showing great initiative
in organising consulting rooms and developing medical treatment as well as pro-~
phylactic‘ activity. Through stability and adaptability among the medical staff,
the population gained great confidence in them and appreciated their care and work
which involved comsiderable sacrifice, This is proved by the number of persons
who consulted the physicians and dentists of the health cooperatives., Among the
total of 1,122,667 patients in 196l (as against 78L,187 in the previous year)
were 127,066 cooperative members, 829,772 persons uder national insurance and
165,829 otler people. Many protective inoculations had been carried out, more
than 5,000 lectures given and 20,000 medical analyses made,

The Central Agricultural Union agreed with the Ministry of Health on a deve-

lopment programme for 1966-1970, during which period it was planned to increase the
number of health cooperatives to L0O,
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APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO COOPERATIVE LEAGUE'S PRESIDENT

On July 9th, 1965, Mr. Jerry Voorhis, President and Executive Director of
the Cooperative League of the U,S.A., announced the appointment of Mr, Thomas B.
Keehn as his Special Assistant for International Programmes. In that capacity,
he will assist Mr. Voorhis in the planning, implementation and coordination of the
League'!s international programmes and will perform his tasks at its Washington
office, Mr., Keehn spent eight years in India as the representative of the Coopera-
tive League and of the American International Association and had a two-year tour
in Zambia, Africa, with the Agency for International Development (AID) before re~
joining the League!s staff a few mormths ago,

Over a period of twenbty years, the Cooperative League had developed a varietly
of programmes reaching a large number of countries in Asia, Africa and Latin
fmerica, It also has close links with cooperative organisations in Furope and
with the I.C.A, and is providing assistance for the development of democratic
cooperatives in many parts of the world through its Worldwide Co~op Partners Programme,
through contacts with the AID and the Peace Corps, and through I.C.A,'s Technical
Assistance Programme,

RECRUTTING PROGRAMME FOR OVERSEAS COOPERATIVE PROJECTS

The Cooperative News Service of June Ist, 1965 reports that a programme to
recruit persons with skills and talents for cooperative projects overseas is being
conducted by the International Cooperative Development Association (ICDA)., The
Acting Director, Mr. Earl H, Brockman, sald that many of those recruited or who
had requested to serve on projects were retired cooperative managers, directors
and organisers, and others were employees being able to take leave of absence and
university professors with cooperative backgrounds,

The ICDi: was also seeking obsolete or surplus farm tools, feed mills, poultry
eqguipment and other items which could be used overseas, Both projects are being
conducted under a comtract with the Agency for International Development (AID) s
and Mr, Jack T, Jennings, Assistant Director of the Cooperative League'!s Washing- {
ton Office from 1950 to 1963, is in charge of them for the ICDA.

It was announced that Mr, H. C. Fledderjohn, formerly associated with the
Indiane Farm Bureau Cooperative Association, was to become President and Administra-
tive Director and Mr, Brockman Assistant Director of the ICDA from July lst, 1965,

MEETING OF COOPERATIVE EDITORS

>

Ninety editors of newspapers, magazines and newsletters published by coopera- '
tives attended the annual meeting of the Cooperative Editorial Association held in
Chicago from May 16th to 19th, 1965, which was briefly reported on in the "Co-op
Commentary" of the Cooperative Union of Canada of June 3rd. The meeting was
addressed by Mr. J. K. Stern, President of the American Institute of Cooperation,

Mr. Jerry Voorhis, President of the Cooperative League of the U.S.A., and Mr. F,
V.Heinkel, President of the Missouri Farmers Association.

Experts in printing and publishing offered advice on "getting the most for
your printing dollar", on design and typography, and on the use of photographs,.
Editors had the opportunity of getting an individual critique of their publications
from a consultant and visited the Chicago Hyde Park cooperative supermarket and
the printing press of the University of Chicago.
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> OFFICTAL OPENING OF COOPERATIVE BANK
be

News was gilven in "Cooperative America! of this month, published by the
Organisation of the Cooperatives of America, of the recent announcement by the
Board of Directors of the Argentine Agrarian Cooperative Bank that the legally
required capital to commence operations had been subscribed by Argentine coopera-
tives and that, therefore, the Bank was to open officially for business on June
18th, 1965,

The capital subscriptions by the Argentine cooperstives total 601,666,000
pesos (§l,011,100), exceeding the legal requirement of 600,000,000 pesos by 1,666,000

CANADA

COOPERATIVE GROWTH IN 1963

According to the Economics Branch of the Canada Department of Agriculture, .
as reported in the "Co-op Cormentary" of the 12th of this month, the country's
cooperatives had reported a remarkable growth in 1963,

The 2,705 cooperatives, with 1,648,070 1" :rbors ond (819 million in ascops,
reporting their business activities for the first time on a calendar-year basis
(previous annual reports were based on a crop year), had a combined business volume
of $1,68 tillion in the year ended December 31st, 1963, which was § 2.8 million
more than the 1962 total, The most significant gains were in the handling of grain
and the sales of livestock and livestock products. GCrain handling and sales of
seeds accounted for a turnover of $525,8 million compared with $386 million in the
previous year; next came dairy products ($257 million), livestock sales ($216 million),

™ feed ($130 million), and petroleum ($83 million),

Fishermen's cooperatives numbered 82, nine less than in 1962, but there was a
slight increase in membership, totalling 10,000, and the volume of business amounted
to $25 million, up $2 million from the previous year,

Service cooperatives recorded a wlume of business totalling $30.4 million,

a 20 per ceni increase over 1962, The turnover of cooperative wholesales showed
an overall increase of 5,7 per cent, largely accounted for by sales of supplies,

COURSE IN COOPERATTIVES FOR IABOUR STUDENTS

It was reported in the "Co-op Commentary" of the 12th of this month that L1
representatives of labour organisations in 20 countries of the Caribbean, Africa
and Asia had cormpleted a two-weeks course in cooperatives at Club Whitesands on
TLake Catchacoma, near Peterborough, Ontario, an adult education and training centre
owned by the International Chemical Woerkers Union, on August 6th.
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This course, which was the final part of a larger training period at the
Labour College in Montreal, was organised by the Natlonal Lebour-~Co~operative
Committee for the Canadlan Labour Congress ard was conducted by six lecturers from
cooperatives, credit unions and govemment departments. Mr, Jim MacDonald, the
Committeels Executive Secretary, acted as director and programme coord.«.nator.
Group visits to cooperatives and credit urnions in Ontario nrovided some practical
training for the students who were trainees under the Canadian External Aid Office,

GREAT BRITATN

BIG COOPERATIVE TAKE-OVER IN SCOTLAND

A development in the City of Perth Society, which is unique in cooperative
enterprise in Scotland, was reported in the "ccottlsh Cooperator" of July thh
1965, The Society, which has taken over the distribution of milk for the 01ty of
Perth and for much of the surrounding district, will thus control over 95 per cent
of it, the remaining less than 5 per cent belng milk sent into the city by a few
farmers. This outstanding development in food distribution for the Society has
been brought about by taking over (through the purchase of the entire share capital)
the Perth Creamery Company. The merger was accomplished on June 18th, when the
Society also became responsible for all liabilities and assets of the Company which
is now being operated as a separate organisation and subsidiary of the City of
Perth Sociely,

It can be claimed, says the Scottish Cooperator, that Porth is the first city
in Scotland - if not in Britain - which will eventually have a completely zoned
milk distributive service under the control of the cooperative and thus the first
large centre to have such a fully cooperative service owned by cooperative mambers,

Overlapping and duplication of costly van services will be minimised, as the delivery Y

fleets of the Society and the Perth Creamery ILtd, will be merged,

Explaining the nev arrangements, Mr, William Aitken, the Society's Managing
Secretary, said that,while its members receive a dividend on their milk purchases
at the Society'!'s stardard dividend rate of 1s,2d, in the £, this is not, meantime,
being paid to the "customers" who still wish to receive thelr milk from the Perth
Creamery Ltd, vans, It is hoped that these will eventually becore members of the
Perth Society and will then get the full benefits of cooperative trading., The
employees of the Creamery Company taken over have been or will be offered jobs
on the same terms as those of the City of Perth Soclety. The finance involved
has in no way adversely affected the Society, particularly since it already had
the major share of the local milk trade; its weekly gallonage was almost 32,000
against 13,000 for the Perth Creamery Companj. With 15,600 members , the 8001e'by

has an annual trade of over £2,200,000 and weekly purchases per member of £2, 153.7—:1,‘
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Because of the Society's position in the milk trade in Perthshire, there is
now more than the nucleus for the setting up of a cooperative federal milk scheme
for the whole area. The Society has two creameries, storage depots and delivery
fleets which can ensure a complecte cooperative service for a large area. Apart
from being one of the most striking developments in the Society!s long trading
operations since 1871, its new enterprise is a "shot in the arm" to the entire
cooperative movement in Scotland,

HISTORY MADE IN COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT

The "Cooperative News" of the 21lst of this month reports about a £h0,000
venture, the first of its kind in the British Cooperative Movement, which made
history.

Five socleties - retail and wholesale -~ combined to open a coal concentration
depot at Middleton, Manchester, last week in the presence of the Chalrman of the
National Coal Board, Lord Robens. The new federal organisation, Cooperative Fuel
Services (Middleton) Ltd., is made up of Oldham, Middleton, Royton and Failsworth
Societies, South East Lancashire branch of the Cooperative Retail Society (C.R.S.)
and the Cooperative Wholesale Society (CJW.S.)e

The Middleton "Straight!" concentration depot is designed for an annual through-
put of about 50,000 tons and was accepted at a total cost of approximately 15s,per
tone

The civil contractor was the C,W,S. Building Department, and the C,W.S. Engi~

neers! Department took charge of technical liaison, electrical and ancillary equip-
ment,

ICELAND

ANNUAL REPORT 196l OF FEDERATION OF TCELAND COOPERATIVE SOCIETIES

At the annual general mecting of the Federation of Iceland Cooperctive Societies,
held at the Cooperative Cerntre for Fducation and Recreation at Bifr¥st on June 11lth
and 12th, 1965, and attended by about 100 delegates from 56 cooperative societies
representing some 32,000 individual members, as well as by the Board of Directors,
the Executive Directors and guests, an account was given of the Federation's acti~
vities during 196L.

A brief outline of the Federation!s background history at the end of its
annual report for 1964 recalls that the first cooperative society in Iceland, based
on the Rochdale Principles, was created in 1882 in the north-castern district of
the country and was followed by the establishment of a number of other cooperatives,
Twenty years later, i.e. in 1902, three of these societies formed the Federation
of Iceland Cooperative Societies (Samband Islenzkra Samvinnufélaga), commonly
known as Samband, Its rather limited commercial activity during the first years
of its existence was concentrated on marketing the agricultural products of the
menber societies which were producers! as well as consumers! cooperatives, and
since there was no staff available then, the business was entirely conducted by
the pioneers in their spare time, It took fifteen years before the Federation
set up its permanent headquarters in Reykjavik in 1917, when it was active in the
import and wholesale of consumer'!s goods as well as the marketing of agricultural
products, By 1920, it had a staff of 23 and 32 member societies, and its total
sales reached 12 million kronur, In 1930, there werec 38 member societies with
7,600 members and in 1940, L7 societies with 16,000 members, over LOO employees
and a sales total exceeding LO million kronur.
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The Federation's bigeest expansion occurred after the Second World War having
extended its hitherto limited manufacturing operations, branching into shipping
and operating three cargo vessels of its own., Furthermore, an affiliated mutual
insurance company and various other enterprises had been established,

The report records a good production year in Iceland for 196L. Compared with
the previous year, the fishing fleet'!s catches had increased by 2L per cent, agri-
cultural production had grown and the dairy production was up by 6,3 per cent,
There was, however, a slight decrease in the meat production, but the value of the
total exports had increased by 18 per cent and imports by 19 per cent.

Due to a shortage of operating capital, which was the more severely felt as 1
the country'!s credit market was becoming tighter, the sales of the Federation!s
import branches were lower than in 1963; nevertheless, its total sales in 1964 ¢

had increased by 10.5 per cent, amounting to more than 2,000 million kronur., (The
value of the Icelandic krona has drcreased considerably during the past two decades;
currently, the equivalent of 130 kronur is £1 sterling.,) The net profit amounted

to 7,785,000 kronur after payment of 6 per cent dividends had been made to the
societies on their capital and fixed assets had been depreciated by 22,779,000
kronur.

The Federation!s seven pfincipal departments are concerned with the export
of agricultural products, such as frozen lamb, salted lambskins and wool; the
export of fisheries products, as frozen and salted fish, stockfish, fishmeal,
fisholil and fishroe; the import, warehousing and wholesale distribution of groceries,
feedstuffs, household utensils, tools, textiles, footwear and building materials;
the import of farm machinery, electrical appliences and cars; the operation of 8
vessels (a new one was acquired in 1965), of a summer hotel at the Cooperative
Centre of Education and Recreation at Bifr¥st, and of 11 factories in the fields
of textiles, cloth-making, skin curing and tanning, shoe-making, coffee roasting
and packing, soap and detergents, paint and varnishes, and electrical appliances,
employing 654 people, Export markets had lately received special attention by
offering them woollen blankets, knitted woollen sweaters and dressed lambskin as
Icelandic specialities, The Federation 2lso runs a wool scouring establishment,
self-service shops and a book publishing firm, Its Education and Public Relations
Department is engeged in the educational activities of the cooperative moverent,
i.e, the Cooperative School at Bifr#st and the Correspondence School, handles the
publishing of the monthly cooperative magazine, Samvinnan, as well as of the monthly
employee magazine, Hlynur, of the cooperative movement, and is in charge of general
public relations work consisting of educational meetings all over the country, of
film shows and courses for housewives,

The Federation of Iceland Cooperative Societies has branch offices in Hamburg
and London and a subsidiary marketing company in Steelton, Pa., and is a member
and co-owner of tle Scandinavian Cooperative Wholesale Society (NAF) in Copenhagens

PERU

COOPTRATIVE TRAINING COURSE FCR SOCIAL WORKERS

According to the "Cooperative America" of this month, a six-weeks' training
course, organised by the Organisation of the Cooperatives of America (OCA), in
collaboration with Peru's National Cooperative Institute (INCOOP), was held from
June Tth to July 16th in Lima for social worker students connected with the Programa
de Barriadas de Chritas del Pert (a programme of social assistance for underprivi-
leged neighbourhoods ),
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The students, who were greeted at the opening session of the course by Mr.
Humberto Barandiarfn and Mr. Homero Santander, OCA's Director and Regional Repre-
sentative respectively, as well as by Mr, Victor Camacho, the Director of INCOOP,
gained a practical working knowledge of cooperatives and will use the cooperative
techniques of helping others to help themselves in which they had received instruc-
tions,

TANZANTA
STATUS, AIMS AND ACTIVITIES OF COOPERATIVE UNION
OF TANGANYTKA

A brochure on "The Cooperative Union of Tanganyika: Its Status, Aims and
Activities" was published by the Union in Dar-es-Salaam in March 1965 to make
known its functions and activities during its three years of existence as well as
its role in promoting and developing cooperation in Tanzania.

The origin of Tangzania's Cooperative Movement dates back to early 1933, when
the Kilimanjaro Native Cooperative Union Ltd. and its eleven affiliated primary socie-
ties were registered under the newly promulgated Cooperative Societies Ordinance of
1932, By the end of 1940, L8 societies had come into existence, rising to 127 at
the end of 1950, when a Cooperative Development Department had been established
under a Commissioner for Cooperative Development, Again, ten years later, the
number of registered societies had risen to 691 and, by May 196lL, it had increased
to 1,275, inclusive of 52 unions of societies, At the end of 1960, the Movement!'s
membership stood at 326,211, its share capital amounted to £249,195 sterling,
reserves and other funds had accumulated to £3,091,811 and the value of the produce
marketed by the cooperatives during that year was £13,035, 50L,

Since the country's independence and subsequent advance to Republican status,
new forms of cooperative enterprise had emerged in the fields of banking and credit,
wholesale and retail distribution, transport, and small-scale and handicraft industry.
There are five national cooperative institutions existing in Tanzania: +the Coopera-
tive Union of Tanganyika, the supreme organ of the entire Cooperative Movement;
the Naticnal Cooperative Bank of Tanganyika, responsible for financing a large seg-
ment of the Moveaments the Cooperative Supply Association of Tanganyika (Cosata),
engaged in the wholesale and retall distribution of all kinds of goods and commodi~
ties required or produced by the country!s cooperatives; the Tanganyika Coopera~
tive Trading Agency, Moshi, marketing its member organisations! coffee, handles
insurance and supplies their agricultural requirements; and the Tanganyika Coffee
Growers! Association, Moshi, also marketing its members! coffee, is a co-owner with
the Kilimanjaro Native Cooperative Union of the Tanganyika coffee curing works at
Moshi,

Tanzanials seven leading regional cooperative federations and unions are:
the Kilimanjaro Native Cooperative Union, Moshi, engaged in the marketing of coffee;
the Victoria Federation of Cooperative Unions, Mwanza, the largest African coopera-
tive organisation in East Africa, engaged in the marketing of cotton for its member
organisations and owners of the major cotton ginneries; the Bukoba National Coopera-
tive Union, Bukoba, engaged in the marketing of coffee and owners of BUKOP, the
second coffee curing works in the country; the Mtwara-Ruvuma Cooperative Union,
Mtwara, marketing cashew nubs and other agricultural produce; the Rungwe African
Cooperative Union, Tukuyu, concerned with coffee marketing; the Matengo Native
Cooperative Union, Mkiuga, Ruvuma Region, also concerned with the marketing of
coffee; and the Ngoui-Matengo Cooperative Marketing Union, Songea, engaged in the
marketing of tobacco and owners of a tobacco curing factory at Songea,
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At a meeting of representatives of the Cooperative Movement held in Dar-es-
Salaam towards the end of 1961, the proposal to estsblish a national cooperative
organisation was unanimously endorsed and, on November 27th of that year, the new
organisation was formally registered as the Cooperative Union of Tanganyika, with
eleven founder member organisations, The Union's inaugural meeting took place on
February 16th and 17th, 1962, at which Mr, A. M. Shiha, President of the Victoria
Federation of Cooperative Unions, was elected as its first President and Mr. W. Re
Kapinga, Manager of the Matengo Native Cooperative Union, as its first Secretary-
General, With a small secretariat, consisting of the Secretary-General, a Trea-
surer and clerk, the new Union started to function in its headquarters at Dar-es-
Salaam,.

Today, the Cooperative Union of Tanganyika has 52 affiliated cooperative
organisations representing all the seventeen regions of the country (these are
listed in the Appendix at the end of the brochure), and its secretariat has a
staff of thirteen. Membership is open to all regional cooperative unions in the
country and such primary cooperative societies as are not affiliated to any regional
union, The member organisations contribute yearly 3 per cent of their gross earnings
towards the revenue income of the Union,

The Union's affairs are managed by a Central Commuittee, from whose members the
President and Viee-President are elected at the Union's annual Convention. The
Central Committee has the authority to constitute an Executive Committee, consisting
of the President, Vice-President and one other of its own members., The Union is a
menber of the I,C.A. and is represented on the Alliance!s Central Committee by its
Secrctary-General, who, in October 1963, attended the I.C..). Congress at Bournemouth
and, earlier that year, the Central Committee meetings at Stuttgart, It is also a
member of the African Cooperative Alliance, whose first President is the Uni.n's
Secretary-General,

The general alm of the Cooperative Union of Tanganyika is to encourage the
growth of the Cooperative Movement in Tanzania in all possible ways and to promote
the well~being of its affiliated cooperative societies. Thus, it has actively con-
cerned itself with promoting new and important developments in the cooperative field
and was largely instrumental in the cmeigence of the Cooperative Bank and the Coopera-
tive Supply Association of Tanganyika, It has also been interested in the promotion
of cooperative insurance and housing, In the field of publicity, the Union launched
in July 196l its official organ "Ushirika" ("Cooperation"), a monthly paper with a
circulation of 25,000 copies, It also publishes every year an attractively illus-
trated calendar featuring cooperative activities and perscnalities and an annual
report,

fmong. its educational activities, the Union organised short-term training
courses for secretaries of primary socicties and committee members, held the first
Cooperative Managers! Seminar at Dar-es-Salaam in March 196l (intended to become
an amnual event), and arranged overseas visits and stuly tours as well as the
attendance by representalives of Tanzania's Cooperative Movement of training courses
and seminars in a number of countries. The Union is represented by its Secrctary-
General on the governing bodies of the Cooperative Training College and the Coopera-
tive Centre in Moshi and collaborates with the latter in its member education acti-
vities, He conducted a ten-week course on the Role of the Cooperative Movement in
Economic Development at the Dar-es-Salaam University College!s Department of Extra-
Mural Studies (now the Institute of Adult Education) in 196l.

The last section of the brochure deals with the Union's fubure programme, of
which the erection ard establishment of a National Cooperative Centre in Dar-es-
Salaam is the biggest project ever undertaken. The foundation stone was 1aid on
Septamber 24th, 196L by the President of the United Republic of Tanzania and the
construction of the building, wrich will also house the headquarters of the Coopera-
tive Union, the Ministry of Cooperatives, the National Cooperative Bank, the Coopera- A |
tive Supply Association of Tanganyika, the Dar-es-Salaam Consumers! Cooperative
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Society, a cooperative supermarket and a cooperative department store, is expected
to take 16 months, The estimated cost of the project is £495,000, of which the
Movement wiil comtribute £200,000 through the Cooperative Union; the remainder
will be made up through a loan of £150, 000 from the Tanganyika Development Finance
Company Ltd, and another of £1b,5,000_ from the philanthropist Sir Isaac Wolfson of
the United Kingdom,

A comprehensive programme of member education and of cooperative publiclty
and propaganda will be executed by the Cooperative Union of Tanganyika in colla-~
boration with the regional unions. The services of an ILO Expert on cooperative
education and training have been placed at the Unlons disposal by the Govemment
to assist with this education programme, and a Cooperative Education Centre has
been set up at Moshi by a Consortium of the Nordic Cooperative Movements (a con~
federation of the national organisations of consumer and agricultural cooperatives
in Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden), under agreement with the Government of
Tanzania, as a field organisation for the training and education of cooperative
personnel, The Union intends to acquire and operate a modern offset printing press,
and provision has been made in its 196L/65 budget for three trainees to study gra-
phics and lay-out, the mechanism of the press and photo mechanics,

U.Sehe

NEW APPOINTMENT FOR GENERAL MANAGER OF MIDLAND COOPERATIVES

The appointment of Mr. A. J. Smaby, Gereral Manager of Midland Cooperatives,
Minneapolis, and a Director of the Farm Credit Board of St. Paul, Minn., as well
as of the Cooperative League of the U,S.A., to the Federal Farm Credit Board by
the Secretary of Agriculbture, Mr, Orville L. Freeman, was announced recently. Mr,
Smaby succeeded Mr, Murray D. Lincoln, former President of Natiorwide Insurance
Companies and of the Cooperative League, who had resigned from the Board for health
reasons, .

RECOMMENDATTONS OF CUNA PLANNING COMMITTEE ON FUTURE
OF GREDIT UNION MOV EMENT

L report of the Planning Committee of the Credit Union National Association
(CUNA), based on the social and economi¢ structure of North America and outlining
the Committeefs views on, proposed long-range plans and recommendations for, the
future of the Credit Union Movement, was presented in San Francisco in May 1965
and approved by the Board of Directors of CUNA International,

The nine-member Committeel!s approach to its task was to look at the Credit
Union Moverment under three broad headings, namely, Philosophy, Techniques and the
Law, but did not proceed much beyond the first two., Exploring the ways open for
the expansion of savings, sources of new cgpital and future fields of lending, as
well as looking into the concept of "common bond" as the basis for credit union
organisation and discussing other financial services, the Committee visualised a
system for tha Movement consisting in improving the ligquidity situation of the
Moverent and retaining its control in the hands of credit unions; enabling credit
unions of various sizes to offer uniform services; providing for continuity of
membership; pooling the total cash resources of the Movement for inter-lending;
coordinating the Movement!s investment policies; enabling the entry of the Credit
Union Movement into long~term lending such as housing; and, finally, enabling the
participation of credit unions at the point of sale,
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The Planning Committee concluded its report reccrmending that the Executive
Committee of CUNA International be given authority to ask it to study and recormend
in detail the actions that should be taken in each of the following areas:

1. Future methods of capital acquisition, or, in other words, ways in which
the Movement may acquire the savings dollars of members in competition with such
emerging compulsory savings methods as persion plans and social security.

2¢ Ways in which credit unions can be involved in providing credit facilities
at the "point of purchase!" of goods ard services,

3. The future services which credit unions may have to offer, in addition to
the traditional functions of saving and lending, in order to rctain their usefulness
to the people they serve,

L. The extent to which credit union operations may have to be re-structured
in order to attain maximum efficiency in service and practices while retaining demo-
cratic control and participation by the membershipe.

5. The emerging needs of people which require credit facilities and how they
can be served by credit unions.

6. The coordinated operational facilities which CUNA and the Leagues will be
required to establish in the future, and ways in which these facilities may be
organised and directed,

T« The development of "transaction" facilities which are gradually replacing
money, such as travellers! cheques, credit cards and money orders, and in which
credit unions can adapt their operational methods and services to encompass these
trends.,

8. An examination of liquidity on a local, regional and naticnal basis, with
the object of recommending improvements where necessary and of developing ways in
which the control of liquidity sources can be retained within the Movement,
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INTERNATTONAL

I.C.A, CONSUMER WORKING PARTY MEETING

The I.0.,A, Consumer Working Party held its tenth meeting in Lorndon on the
8th and 9th of this month,with members present from Belgium, the Federal Republic
of Germany, France, Great Britain, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and Switzerland,

The first part of the meeting was devoted to reports from various countries
on current developments of interest to consumers; a review of plans for the Con-
sumer Conference to be held in Basel from October 12th to 15th; a brief discussion
of the work of the I.C.A. Women Cooperators! Adviscry Council; consTderation of
relations between the I.C.A., and the International Organisabtion of Consumers! Unions;
and plans for the next Country Review of the Consumer Action Programme which will
take place in Paris next April, Most of the second day'!s session was taken up
with a lively discussion on the subject of cooperative advertising,

It was decided that the next meeting of the Consumer Working Party wiil be
in Lordon on January 19th and 20th, 1966,

AUSTRALTA

COOPERATIVE FEDERATION'S SCHEME OF CENTRAL ACCOUNTING
AND MANAGEMENT BENEFTITS MEMBER SOCIELTES

During his visit to Australia, Dr. S. K, Saxena, I.C.A.'s Regional Officer
in New Delhi, was greatly impressed by a scheme of Central Accounting and Central
Management operated by the Cooperative Federation of Western Australia in Perth

. for the benefit of cooperative societies, Feeling that this might be of interest
to other movements, he circulated a note giving a brief description of how the
scheme works, '

The Federation utilises the services of its largest member organisation,
Wesfarmers, to avoid duplication of staff and machinery. A unit requiring such
services enters into an agreement with the subsidiary of Wesfarmers implementing
them, for which the primary requirement is that the applicant unit is in a position
of meeting its creditors! accounts on the date due, that the stock is realistically
valued and that mnagemeint accommodation is of an adequate standard., The coopera-~
tive unit undertakes to post daily to the central office duplicate copies of all
sales invoices, receipts, credits, purchase invoices, cheques and all other data
required to record the dealings with customers and creditors, and the cost of
conducting the business, From this information, the following records are main-
tained centrally: a cash book (including monthly bank reconciliation); a pur-
chase journal; sales and credit journals; a debtors! ledger (including prepara-

’ tion of monthly statements); a creditors! ledger (including payment of creditors!
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accomts); and a private ledger, The central office, in its turn, provides the
unit with a monthly debtors! report showing age analysis of each account and a
report giving g monthly trading, profit and loss and balance statement.

A further service avalilable on request is the preparation by the central
office of a budget of trading for the accounting period, The cooperative unit
supplies stationery and pays the cost of cheques and postage, The fee at present
agreed for this accounting service is 1 per cent of the total turnover of the co-
operative unit, with a fixed minimum,

The Federation requires the initial agreement +to be a minimum period of two
years and, under the Central Management Agreement, the central authority undertakes
the responsibility of engaging and dismissing the cooperative unit'!s local manager
and secrctary and enters into all contracts and engagements on behalf of the
cooperative unit in the ordinary course of business,

Matters of policy remain the function of the directors, but they are required
to have regard to the recommendations of the managing authority, as well as those
emanating from the Federation!s conferences, Full reports are prepared and sub-
mitted to the directors in respect of trading of the cooperative unit at monthly
intervals. For this responsibility and control of a unit'!'s affairs, a fee is
charged which, at present, is 1 per cent of the unit!s turnover in respect of goods
sold, and this is additional to the central accounting fee,

CANADA

COOPERATIVES! ROLE IN WAR ON POVERTY

The "Maritime Cooperator" of the 15th of last month reported on an interview
of cooperative leaders in Winnipeg with the President of the Cooperative Union of
Canada (CUC), Dr. Ralph S. Staples, when he stopped there during a cross-country
tour, the main purpose of which was to mske a survey of a "Cooperatives Everywhere"
project among the Eskimos at Fort Resolution in the North-West Territories.,

During that interview, Dr, Staples said that cooperative development projects 8
may prove a major key to success in Canada's "War on Poverty". Many requests, he
continued, had been received at the CUC office in Ottawa from groups in under-deve-
loped areas across the country for assistance in establishing varicus .types of
cooperatives and were discussed with officials of the "Company of young Canadians" -
an organisation set up by the Federal Govermment mainly to fight this particular

24



war - who agreed to pay full attention to the brequests of these groups. The most
important first step was, however, to create the necessary efficient machinery for
an effective assistance to the people in need of it,

In reply to a question about the response of cooperatives and cooperative
members to the CUC~sponsored "Cooperatives Everywhere programme aimed at assisting
Indians and Eskimos in the Canadian North to help themselves through the develop-
ment of local cooperatives, Dr. Staples said that, as far as their initiative to
raise funds was concerned, the response was satisfactory, but that, in order to
achieve the aims of the task in hand, many more cooperatives, members and employees
would have to give financial assistance, While the CUC loocked fo individual coopera-
tive members throughout Canada as the main source of funds, lump-sum donations from
individual cooperatives, perhaps based on a fixed amount per member, and contria
butory cooperative employees! funds would also be of great help, As examples to
be copied, Dr. Staples quoted the contribubtion of one hour'!s wages a month by the
amployees of cooperatives in Switzerland to the Cooperative Marketing Programme
project sponsored, financed and staffed by the Swiss Cooperative Movement in
Dahomey, and the financing and staffing of a training school institute in India by
Swedish cooperatives.

At the end of the interview, the CUC President explained that the aim of the
Cooperatives Everywhere" project at Fort Resolution was to establish a mulfil~service
cooperative, A cooperative sawmill had already been set up and plans were underway
for a cooperative plant to manufacture boxes in which to ship fish caught in the
area, The feasibility of operating a handicraft cooperative was also being studied
at present. All these activities had the desired good effect on the Canadian popu-~
laticn in the North and gave them the satisfaction of doing something towards help-
ing themselves,

MARKETING ORGANISATION FOR ESKIMO COOPERATIVES

The formation of a central marketing cooperative to serve cooperabives in
the North of the country was favoured by the delegates attending the first Conference
of Arctic Cooperatives which was held in Frobisher Bay in March 1963, Since there
are Eskimo cooperatives in Quebec and the Worth-West Territories, marketing, reports
the "Co~op Commentary" of August 26th, has been the subject of three meetings,
involving the English and French cooperative movements and the Governments of
Canada ard Quebec, at which it was suggested that a practical recommendation should
be prepared for consideration at the next Conference of Eskimo Cooperatives to be
held in the spring of 1966,

It is. expected at present that two federations of Eskimo cooperatives -~ one
for Quebec and the other for the North-West Territories - will emerge which will
jointly establish a coordinating committee at the national level. However, some
cooperatives in the North are already faced with a marketing problem, since the
productionaf art work and handicrafts is growing at a considerable rate, but it may
be several years before an adequate central marketing agency could be established,
For this reason, the Cooperative Union of Canada, working in clese collaboration
with the Federal Department of Northern Affairs, has undertaken a programme which,
it is hoped, will meet the existing need.

The Canadian Arctic Producers Ltd. (CAP), an organisation under the control
of the Cooperative Union of Canada, has recently been incorporated as a separate
legal entity and will serve as a marketing agency for the Eskimo cooperatives pending
the formation of a seconé~level marketing organisation to be owned by the Arctic
cooperatives, In its early stages, the Canadian Arctic Producers Ltd, will operate
on a rather modest scale, and its financing will be provided by government grants
and by the Eskimo cooperatives, each of which will pay it a commission of 10 per
cent on the value of the product marketed. It is hoped that CAP!s ope rations will,
in due course, be taken over completely by a central marketing cooperative which
will have the local cooperatives of the North as its members,
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FEDERAL RIPUBLIC OF GERMANY

COOPERATIVES! NEW COMPETITION FOR NON-FOOD TRADE

Through its Information Exchange Service, the Cooperative Wholesale Committee
of the T.C.A. in Copenhagen, Denmark, acquainted readers earlier in the year with
one of the biggest projects embarked on since the Second World War by the German
Cooperative Wholesale Society (GEG), which began with the stone-laying ceremony
at the new "idon-food Centre" at Kamen in Westphalia, in November of last year.

The Society invested 26 million DM in the scheme.

This "Non-food Centre" will, it~ is sald, facilitate an expansion of the non-
food trade within GEG and in the German cooperative societies in order to meet
modern demands. A change of policy was made recessary by the altered competitive
conditions within the retail trade, marked by the ending of any clear limits on
the range of stock, The department stores are expanding sales to a large extent
through food departments similar to supermarkets, On the other hand, the big
enterprises and combines in the retail food trade are adding %o their range more
and more by stocking non-food goods or by working together with mail-order firms,

Although German cooperatives had been engaged in the non-food business on a
large scale until 1933, its re-establishment after the war was hampered because
they had to concentrate first their limited investment resources on re-establishing
their food shops. Only in 1953, GEG opened up the way for developing the non-food
trade -~ without adding to sales space or drawing on investment funds - by taking
up the mail-order business within its activities,

After the restoration and modernisation of the network of cooperative shops,
the wholesale business rapidly assumed greater importance, and the German coopera-
tives now sell in their 8,300 shops more than 250 million D (£23 million) worth
of dry goods a year. There is a total turnover of 3,600 million DM (£330 million).

The share of non-food goods in the turnover is now 7 per cent within the cooperative
societies and 10 per cent within the Wholesale Society GIG (i.es mail-order business,

furniture),

According to surveys made by market research institutes, a rise in consump-

tion cannot be expected within the traditional range of food, a fact which is appareni
in all the Western industrial countries, The GEG and the cooperative societies have,

therefore, made the necessary arrangements to intensify their competition for the
non-food trade, In common with the Central Union of German Consumers! Cooperative
Societies, GEG has prepared directives for the expansion of this line of business,
including recommended stock-lists for different sizes of shops, measures for the
improvement of mail-order business, and for the establishment of Pcooperative
markets" which are supermarkets with a broad non-food range,

Besides doing mail-order business, GEG actually trades through 31 furniture
stares with a total sales area of LLh,OOO square metres and a turnover in 196l of
about 50 million M, two supermarkets at Frankfurt with a broad non-food range, as
well as several cooperative markets,

The entire supply of dry goods to the cooperatives will take place from the
head office at Kamen on the completion of the Non-food Centre early in 1966, It
will serve both the wholesale and the mail-~order trade. Dry goods are now distri-

buted from four separabe departments, Thus, the wholesale ard mail-order trade will

be closely coordinated both for sales and range of stock, and it will not matter to
GEG which type of business in the future attracts most customers. The Non-food
Centre will be able to equalise any change and adjust its activities in accordance
with current demand,

he
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GREAT BRITAIN

HISTOR ICAL COOPERATIVE CRADLE FILMED

Toad Lane in Rochdale, where the Rochdale Society of Equitable Pioneers had
opered the first cooperative store in 18ll, is the scene of a film being made by
one of Francels largest documentary film companies for the French National Federa~
tion of Consumers! Cooperatives (F.N.C.C.) , according to an announcement made in
the "Cooperative News" of the 11th of this month.

The film in Eastman-Colour, which will be generally released in France and
is expected to be ready by January 1966, will have as its theme consumer protection
and will depict the world-famous Toad Lane setbting, enacting and recalling life
as it was in the nineteenth cemtury, Shooting of the film has already begun under
the direction of Mr. Jean Leduc of Son-et-Lumilre, Paris, and actors were provided
by the Curtain Theatre in Rochdale, General arrangements are being coordinated by
the Cooperative Union, the Cooperative Wholesale Society and the Rochdale Society.

COOPERATIVE YOUTH MOVEMENT WORK CAMP OVERSEAS

In our Cooperative News Scrvice of September 196k, we reported about an experi-~
ment initiated by the Brdtish Cooperative Uniont!s Education Department and organised
by the Union!s National Youth Officer. This was a Cooperative Youth Movement Work
Carp started in England at Losehill Hall which proved to be such a success that,
this year, a nine-day visit to Belgium (reported on in the "Cooperative News" of
the lth of this month) had been arranged at the end of August for fourteen young
cooperators, who had participated in last year's venture and had worked on the Lose-
hill Hall projecta

The emphasis of this first cooperative youth movement!s piloneer overseas
work camp at "De Kollembloem" Children!s Centre in Huesden, near Ghent, was, as
last year, again placed on democracy and the freedom of the individual.,

Under tle supervision of their work leader, Mr. David Fairbanks, the Educa-
tion Secretary.of the London Society, and his Assistant, Mr, John Copeland, a
University student, the work allocated to, and undertaken by, the young cooperators -
both boys and girls - at the Children!s Centre consisted in the laying of a grass
verge around a recently built concrebe volley ball pitch; which, in spite of a
shortage of tools, they completed in anly four days. During the remaining five
days, they helped to entertain the LOoO children at the Cembre and organised an end-
of-holiday party for them. Every evening, meetings were held at which the partici-
pants exchanged views on, and made suggestions about, the work project and the social
side of the work camp life. An evaluabion made at the end of thelr experience
resulted in full agreement that both the work accomplished and their relations with
the Centrels workers and children had been a great success.

Trips and excursions for the young pioneers were arranged to Bruges, along
picturesque canals, to the Gruuthuse Palace, to Dinant in the Ardennes, to Brussels
and to Ghent, where they visited the Cooperative Society's headquarters and the
of fices and works of the socialist dally newspaper "Vooruit!,

"De Kollembloem" Centre is quite unique, providing play facilities for local
children, most of whom come from poor homes. It has been in existence for fifteen
years with all services given voluntarily, and no worker had ever asked for or
received any payment. In addition to adult workers, there are eight junior helpers
between the ages of 15 and 18 who live at the Centre during their school holidays
and look after the children, serve their meals and carry out any other duties assigned
to them, In the winter, they attend lessons in socialism at the weekends and receive
a diploma from the Belgian Government after successful completion of their studies,
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The Centre, which is completely free of any govermment control and is supported
by cooperative societies and socialist organisations, is used by the children only
during their holidays. Their parents are paying a small amount, the equivalent

of 10s., per week,

The British Cooperative Youth Movement!s undertaking was praised by the
Centre!s officials and the work and other activities of the young cooperators
were greatly appreciated by them and thoroughly enjoyed by all children,

The experience gained from the two experimental work carps in England amd
Belgium might be helpful not only in making this project a regular annual event
in these countries but also in encouraging the cooperative youth movements in
others to institute it on similar lines,

IDIA

g a——

SEMINAR ON COOPERATIVE TRATNING AND EDUCATTION

The Committee for Cooperative Training of the National Cooperative Union of
India (NCUI) organised a four-day Seminar on the Integrated Programme of Coopera-
tive Education and Training for the South Zone, it was reported in "The Cooperator”
of August 15th, 1965, The Seminar, which was held at Bangalore from July 28th to
31st, was attended by about 75 delegates from Mysore, Kerala, Anchra and Madras,
inaugurated by the Finance Minister of Mysore and presided over by the Minister of
Cooperation. The President of the State Cooperative Union welcomed the participants.

The General Secretary of the NCUI and Vice-Chairman of the Committee for
Cooperative Training, Mr, Brahm Perkash, pald a tribute to the Minister of Coopera-
tion for his great services to the Cooperative Movement and Shri P. R. Dubhashi,
the Committee'!s Member-Secretary, explained the objects of the Seminar, Shri
B. S. Murthy, Union Deputy Minister for Cooperation, in delivering his address
at the conclusion of the Seminar, appealed to the cooperators to be "effective and
purposeful ambassadors of hope in the Indian villages" and said that socialism can
be brought about only by a social revolubtion, He also appealed to the delegates
for their united, composite and integrated action in safeguarding bhe interests
of the weaker sectinns of the community,

The delegates formulated the following recommendations resulting from their
deliberations during the seminar sessions, District cooperative unions or, in
their absence, ad hoc district committees should be organised. Cooperative banks
should give over~draft accommodation to the state cooperative unions to the extent
of the approved quarterly grant, wherever necessary, so as to avoid inconvenience
which is now being caused in some cases by delay in the release of the grant. The
Committee for Cooperative Training should start an information service in respect
of new publications far the use of the cooperative and allied training centres.

The national and state unions should promote and organise problem-oriented research
projects through the cooperative training centres and educational and research insti
tutions in their rcspective areas, The collection of an education fund should be
made imperative, and the existing statutory ceiling on such a collection should

be removed. Candidates qualified in the subject of cooperation from universities
should be given preferential treatment at the time of recruitment in the coopera~
tive department institutions, The National Cooperative Union of India should keep
the universities posted with the latest developments in the policy and programmes
in the moverent,
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Another very important recommendation made by the Seminar referred to the pay
scales of cooperative educational instructors, namely, that two cadres of these -
junior and senior - should be created in the scale of Rs, 180-10-320 and Rs,250-15-460
respectively, with the usual allowances admissible to government servants in the
respective states, and that a travelling allowance of Rs, 75 per month should be
fixed, The ratio of senior to junior should be kept at 1 to 2. The educational
instructors should be brought on time-scales of pay allowed to lecturers of the
junior training centres and their posts made permanent with a provident fund and
gratuity benefits on a contributory basis, ’

TSRAEL

INCREASE IN OPHTR COOPERATIVE'S FLEET

It was reported in the "Israel Cooperative Newsletter! of June 20th, 1965,
jssued by the Cocperative Societles Department of the Ministry of Lzbour, that the
Cohir Ltd. Shipping Company had scguired the new freighber "Nachshon", with a cepa-
city for 3,500 tous carga, 16 knots speed and a refrigerating power in the store-
rooms reaching 35 air currents per hour, making it especially suitable for ship-
ments of citrus fruit and agricultural produce,

The new ship'fs facilities for the crew include spacious staterooms, reading
and play rooms, a conference hall and a swimming pool. These favourable conditions
led the Ministry of Transport to establish a floating school on the "Nachshon!" for
about 12 apprentices and cadets who will attend lectures and recelve instructions
in practical work from the ship's officers,

The addition of the "Nachshon" to Ophirls existing fleet brought the nunber
of ships operated by the Cooperative in June up to six, the five others being the
S/S "Ashkelon" with a capacity of 1, 600 tons, S/S "Hashlosha! with 2,000 tons,

S/S "Ophir" with 1,900 tons, and two foreign ships with a total capacity of 5,000
tons. In July, the Cooperative was to operate one more ship, a special depot-
vessel for the transport of oils and chemicals, built for Ophir in a German ship-
yard and the only one of its type in the Israeli merchant fleet., Until then, oils
and chemicals were tronsported by foreign vessels, Ophir regarded therefore its
pioneering step undertaken in this respect as essential to the national market.

The crews assigned to the new ships are trained as Icraell seamen and most
of them belong to the Cooperative which now has sixty captains, officer and seamen
of variows ranks. The managers of Ophir hope to complete the process of absorbing
new nembers before the end of the year, when the Cooperative will have 100 members
in the Cooperative Sea Association which was founded in 1949 by seven men discharged
from the Israeli Navy,

With a gradually widening circle of clients, Ophir has developed Israel's
import and export and its transport means to and from foreign ports, At present »
it operates regular lines in the Mediterranean and its vessels carry approximately
4O per cent of the total consignments between Israel, southern France and western
Ttaly. Following the purchase of the new ships, Ophir will be extending its acti-
vities to West African ports.

MALAYSTA
WORKIZRS COF RUBBER PLANTATTIONS COOPERATIVE OWNERS

Returning from his South~East Asian trip as special representative of the
International Department of the Cooperative League of the U.S.A., Mr. Thomas B, Keehn
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reported that some of the rubber plantation workers in Malaysia are now the planta-
tion owners, a development which has come about through cooperation.

Malaysia, which became an indcpendent country in 1963, has about 12 million
people, of which 9 million are lMalays, 2 million Chinese and 1 million Indians,
and it is these last people who are involved in the cooperative., They came to
Malaysia from India to work on the rubber estates, In recent years, a number of
formerly British-owned plantations had come up for sale and were bought by the
Chinese, who broke them up and put the land to other use. The rubber workers,
however, formed their own crganisation, the National Lend Finance Cooperative
Society, whose president is Dato V. T. Sambanthan who is the only Indian holding
a cabinet position in the Malaysian Government, The Society has 37,000 members,
each of whom paid 100 Malaysian dollars for his membership, With this capital,
the cooperative has been able to borrow roney and bought six rubber plantations.
In view of the extensive use of the machine-made product, the fubture of natural
rubber is a subject of much discussion among the Indian cooperative awners, as it
is among al]l lMalaysians, since natural rubber is a big item in their export.

Out of the cooperative earnings, these plantation owners have set up a life
insurance programme for themselves and an edwational scholarship programme for

their children., They are considering to turn the latest bought estate partially
into an experimental station to try to grow various other crops.

UeSells

OCTOBER PROCLATMED A4S COOPER.ATIVE MOMTH

The "Cooperative News Service" of the 7th of this month brought the news that
the Governors of the thirteen States of Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, Maryland,
Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Virginia, Washington
and Wisconsin have proclaimed October as "Cooperative Month",

The U.S, Department of Agriculture, which had first observed a cooperative
monch last year, announced that it will mark the event with a series of programmes
between October Lth and 8th, beginning with a keynote address by Secretary Orville
Le Freeman, The Department will sponsor two seminars, one on "Financing U.S,.
Cooperatives" and the other on "Closing the Gap in Cooperative Communications™,
the latter being addressed by the author and columnist Marquis Childs, to be followad
by a panel from commercisl and cooperative redia exploring the effoctiveness of
cooperatives! information programmies,

This time, other government departments and agencies will also take part in
observing the cooperative month by sponsoring seminars dealing with the relations
of cooperatives to their work, namely, the Departments of Health, Education and
Welfare, Interior and Labour and the Agency for International Development (AID),
the Housing and Home Finance fAgency and the Office of Economic Opportunity. In
addition, a group of non~governmental organisations with overseas responsibilities,
including the International Cooperative Developrent Association (ICDA), will spone
sor a seminar,

During October, cooperatives across the U.S.A. will sponsor mectings and
radio and television programmes, put special advertisements into local newspapers,
pay share dividends and patronage refunds to their members, and will celebrate their
achievements in many other ways. Tributes will be especially paild to the coopera-~
tives! contribution to tle economic life of the nation,
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At a recent meeting in Chicago, the lO-member Board of Directors of the
Cooperative League of the U.S.A,, representing cooperatives of all types across
the nation, has urged, on the recommendation of its President and Executive Direc~
tor, Mr. Jerry Voorhis, that its member organisations take a leading part in the
"Cooperative Month" activities in their respective areas, A folder being prepared
by the Ieague for its merberst! use will say that "Co-op Month is 30 million Americans
giving themselves a hand'.

ZAMBIA

COOPERATIVE SOCIETY'S SOCIAL FUNCTION TO SPREAD COOPERATIVE
SPIRIT AND TO RAISE FUNDS

In "The Voice'of the Fastern Province Cooperative Marketing Association Ltd,
(E.P.CM.A,) - & Press Release issued by the Public Relations Officer, Mr., D. A,
Banda, -~ the description of an example of how to furtiher and achieve better under-
standing among the Association!s member societies aims at encouraging other Zambian
cooperatives to follow it. Thus, history was made on fugust Tth, 1965, when the
Vulamkoko Producers! Cooperative Scciety had the idea of organising a dance at
Vulamkoko, the first ever held by any cooperative society.

Opening this "soclal get-together", the Society!s General Manager, Mr, N. N,
Tembo, welcomed the people of Vulamkoko and of Katete, as well as those who had
come from a distance as far as 15 miles away to join the gathering, and told them
that, since there was a great need for cooperation in the province, any attempt
in that direction would contribute to the final aim of achieving cooperation all
over the country and be of considercble benefit to the entire Zambian nation,
Mr.Tembo then turned to the need for cooperative schools in the province and hoped
that thesc would soon be established by the E.P.C.M.A., adding that the Associa~
tion, whosc functions would not in future be confined to social activities only,
should become instrumental in raising money for this purposes He finally appealed
to all 61 cooperative societies to follow the initiative and example of the Vulamkoko
Producers! Cooperative Society. Also explaining the purpose of the social gathering,
Mr, Bernard Phiri, the Society!s Chairman and organiser of the dance, said that it
was threefold, namely, to emphasise the importance of spreading the cooperative
spirit among the people, to raise funds for the Society and to advertise its acti-
vitiess

The Assistant Branch Marager of Katete, Mr. Willison Mwale, and Mr., A. Mwale

of the E.P,C.M,A, Head Office were present among about 750 people attending the
dance,
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, INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE SCHOOL:AT ROME

The 3lLth International Cooperative School was held by the I,C.A, at Rome from
September 29th to October 8th, This was the first occasion on which the International
Cooperative School had been held in Ttaly. The School was directed by the I.C.A.'s
Secretary for FEducation, Mr, R. P. B, Davies, and was attended by 59 participants
from 29 organisations in 15 countries, Participants came mainly from Europe, but
representatives were also present from Cyprus and Japan,

A distinguished platform party presided at the opening session. The Minister
of Labour in the Italian Government, 1'Onorevole delle Fave, welcomed the participants
on behalf of the Italian Governmeht and spoke of the interest of his Government in
the Cooperative Movement and of his Department in particular, Dr. Livio Malfettani,
Chairman of the Cooperative Cormission in the Ministry of Labour, welcomed the School
on behalf of the Italian Cooperative Moverent, Dr, Bonow, President of the I.C.A.,

- gave the official I.C,A, welcome, Dr. G, St.Siegens conveyed greetings from the
Food and Agriculture Organisation and Mr, Pe. Pe. Fano those from the International
Labour Office. Both representatives stressed the close working relationship which
their organisations had with the Cooperative Movement and of the valued hélp they
received from the I.C.A, as an organisation in category 'A! consultative status
with both FAO and ILO. Mr, Hewlett conveyed greetings from the Intermational PFedera-
tion of Agricultural Producers, speaking of the joint activities of the I.F.A.P,
and I,C.A, and of the I.F,AP.!s close working with the I,C.A, through its own
cooperative committee,

President!s Address .

Dr. Bonow delivered an address dealing with the work of the I.C.,A. in the
world today. He stressed the great changes which had taken place in the world
since 195, making the milieu in which the I.C.A. had to function a very different
one, There was m.re need than ever for exchange of information on practice, on
structure, on rationalisation, and the auxiliary committees of the I,C.A. fulfil a
real function in this field, He spoke of the work of the Commission on Cooperative
Principles which would be expected to report to the next I.C.A. Congress at Vienna
in 1966, He also dealt with the needs of the newly-developing countries, pointing
out that there could well be a global famine in twenty years unless the lag in food
production was overcome. The international agencies, such as FAQ, ILO, UNESCO and
AARRO (Afro-Asian Rural Reconstruction Organisation), national governments, non-
governmental agencies, such as the I,C,L,, and national cooperative movements must
increase their efforts to the developing countries., He well knew that national
cooperative movements had great problems to face in their own economies, but unless
the richer countries helped the developing world, catastrophe would ensue.
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Theme of the School

The theme of the School was the problems of cooperatives in differing economic
and polticial systems. The three contrasting systems were: a market or mixed economy;
a planned or socialist economy; and the economies of newly-developing countries,

Cooperatives in Market (mixed) Economy Countries

Mr., W, P, Watkins, formerly Director of the I.C.A., prescnted a paper on this
subject, concentrating on the place of the cooperatives in the national economys;
the problems of structure end organisation; and the problems affecting cooperatives
in the application of the Rochdale Principles today. Lively discussion preceded
and followed Mr, Watkins' talk,

Cooperatives in Planned Economy Countries

Professor Blank, of the Cooperative Institute at Moscow, presented a paper on
cooperatives in planned economy countries, He gave an outline of the cooperative
movement in the U.S.S5.R. and stressed the sectors in the economy which were catered
for by the State shops and by the cooperative consumers! societies, Mr, Henryk
Tomiczek, of the Central Agricultural Union of "Peasant Self-Aid" Cooperatives in
Poland, spoke on the same subject from the point of view of the cooperative move-
ment in Poland, also a planned economy country.

Cooperatives in Developning Countries

Dr, SteSiegens, Chief, Cooperatives, Credit and Rural Sociological Branch of
the Rural and Services Division of FAO, spoke of the problems of cooperators in
developing countries, The sibject was divided between Dr, St.Siegens and two
senior members of his Department, Mr. R. H. Grefton and Dr. A, F. Braid, The
problems were discussed under the heading of institubional ones, stress being laid
on the transition via government control to voluntary control; on problems of
finance -~ loan capital, capital imvestment, the difficulty of establishing coopera-
tive financing institutions; and staffing problems -~ the need and difficulties of
attracting and training adequately qualified personnel,

Ttalian Cooperative Movement

Accounts were given of the work of the three Italian Cooperative Movements: Y
the Lega Nazionale delle Cooperative e Mutue by Dr. G. Banchieri; the Confederazione
Cooperativa Italiana by Dr. M. Maggiore; and the Associazione Generale delle
Cooperative Italiane by Professor Gaetano Pottino. Visits were paid by the School
to a number of cooperative organisations, namely, to wine growing and processing
cooperatives, a building workers! cooperative, a tobacco growing and processing
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cooperative (established under the Italian Governmentl!s land reform programme)and
to a rural cooperative bank serving a small commmnity of about 6,000 inhabitants,

Cooperatives and International Agencies

Mr, Pe P. Fano, Director of the Italian Bureau of the ILO spoke of the work
of the IIO in the field of cooperatives, and participants were particularly interested
in his account of the last General Conference when, for the first time in the history
of the II0, cooperatives featured on its agenda. His talk was supplemented by Mr,
V. Shabanov from the Cooperative Department of the IO in Geneva (who also attended
as participant throughout the School) giving an account of some of the cooperative
projects of the IIO in developing countries.

The School was also recelved at the Headguarters of FAO where an account was
given of the work of the FAO in general and 1ts work in the field of cooveratives
in particular,

The students divided into discussion groups after each main lecture and the
standard of work done in these groups was extremely high. Final reports were
presented by each group, summarising their conclusions and some of this material
is likely to be of interest to the I.C.A.'s Principles Commission.

The final session of the School, at which Mr. W. G. Alexander, Director of
the I.C.A., was prescnt, attempted to synthesise the reports and to offer construc-
tive comments on the points put forward. Mr., Alexander was able to give many examples
from his recent visit to Moscow and the meetings of the Central Committee at
Helsinki relevant to the subject-matter of the School,

I,C.A, CONSUMER CONFERENCE

More than 130 cooperators participated in an I.C.A. Consumer Conference at
Basle, Switzerland, from the 12th to the 15th of this month, The fourteen countries
represented were Austria, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, the Federal Republic of
Germany, Finland, France, Holland, Italy, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, the United
Kingdom and the United States.

The theme of the Conference, YConsumer Orientation in Cooperative Tradings:
Obstacles and Achiovements", was developed through the presentation of 22 papers
plus lively discussions during plenary sessions, The topics covered included the
Action Programme of the Consumer Working Party, Consumer Information in the Shop,
the Cooperative Press, Informative Labelling, the Consumcr Role of Technical Research
and Market Research, Cooperafive Advertising and Organisational Problems involved
in Consumer Orientation,

The large Festival Hall of the Stadt Casino, in which the Conference took
place, and also the Foyer were decorated with an impressive exhibition of posters,
brochures, photographs, charts, labels and packages illustrating the Cornference
themes,

The Conference was organised by the I.C.A, on the initiative of the Consumer
Working Party, Mr, Ch.--H, Barbier, Director of VSK, acted as Chairman for the
first dgyy Mr. Marcel Brot, President of FNCC was Chairman for the second days;
and Dr, Mauritz Bonow, I,C... President, presided over the third day's sessions.
The Conference was followed bv a Press Conference attended by a large number of
Swiss and foreign correspondents, On October 15th, the participants were intited
by VSK to visit either the new Fashion House of 1.C.V,., the Basle Cooperative
Society, or the regional warehouses at angen and Coop Bitzberg.
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In his closing statement on the third afternoon of the Conference, Dr. Bonow
swmarised the basic issues which had emerged from the discussions, He pointed
out that "structural improvements, greater efficiency, integration, centralisation
and larger but fewer units inevitably eliminate many of the administrative tasks
currently involving active members: there will be fewer managers and directors.
On the other hand, the greater resources made available through rationalisation
and the greater need than ever before for consumer-orientation will open up an
almost unlimited ficld of exciting and challenging activities for more dynamic
cooperators - the whole ficld of consumer research, education, information and
group activity,"

With regard to the problcm of adeguate member control over managument "which
tends to become bureauvcratic and unresponsive to member necds in the absence of
appropriate machinery and channels for supervision by members and expression of
their views", Dr. Bonow stressed that this "merely underlines the necessity of
educating and informing consumer members and providing channels of communication
so that they are able to ensure that managers are aware of, and respond to, consumer
demands",

Referring to the alleged confliet between the interest of member consumers
in higher patronage refund on the one hand and in lower prices on the other, Dr.
Bonow stated that "this is not an obstacle to consumer orientation, It is not a
new problem, It was always, and will continue to be, incumbent on managers to
adapt price policy to the requirements of the market, i.e., to meet the campctition,
and only after this to distribute the surplus: we must bear in mind that the con-
sumer orientation argument is dirccted at scrving the consumer-member not only by
giving him the goods and services he wants at reasonable prices, but also by making
cooperative activity more efficient, and thus maximising 'divit,"

The President stressed that cooperative advertising can be both informative
and effective; '"no cne denies that coonerative advertising must aim at selling.
But it has been emphasised in this Conference that cooperative advertising can be
more effective if it highlights the ways in which the cooperative form of distri-
bution can meet the needs of consumers better than any other form of distributione
Consumers can be attracted by advertising the fact that the cooperative gives
better service, better quality, more information, a better buy in terms of price
and/or patronago refund,"

In answer to the question whether cocperatives can compete with other consumer
organisations, private and govermmental, as a champion of the consumer, Dr. Bonow
pointed out that "the cooperative movement was not only first in the field, but it
has definite advantages in terms of contacts with consumers via trading, to say
nothing of its basic philosophy. Thus it should press its claim as the champion
of the consumer, but in this capacity shoild also seize every opportunity to colla-
borate with other consumer organisations in advancing the consumer intercst,”

Should cooperatives aim at making a choice for the consumer - e.g. via quality
labels, grades, advice on "best buys", protective legislation, etc, ~ or should the
objective be rather to train and equip the consumer himself to make a wisc choice?

On this, Dr. Bonow'!s view was that "the latter is obviously the more 'modern! approac!
and the sounder one. The very concept of cooperation is based on !self-help! and

the assumption of a rational consumer equipped to defend his own interests, Hence,
in addition to all kinds of safeguards and protection, consumers must be provided
with a maximum of information and be trained to make intelligent use of this informa-
tion in their buying. We cannot subscribe to the notion that the consumer is passive
or stupid or lazy: 'he'! is your wife, or your hustand, or your son or daughter."

Another fundamental issue that arose from the discussion related to whether

or not the consumer in an affluent society really needs to be protected and catered
for. On this, Dr. Bonow made the following comment: "If not, he also domsn!t
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need cooperation, It has been stressed here that we ne longer make an appeal
exclusively to the under-privileged, the lower income group. True, it is in times
of economic adversity, and in under~developed countries, that the purpose and
rationale of cooperation are best understood, because it is in such situations of
distress that people best grasp the possibilities of self-help through working
together, But the same purpose and the same rationale prevail in highly developed,
prosperous industrial economies. Not only is affluence very unevenly diffused in
such economiest there is also the overriding fact that the individual in such an
econory is, if anything, more rather than less, interested in material goods, in
maximising the satisfaction derived from disposition of his income; we feel that
cooperation can be an important instrument for helping him to use that income for
a better life, and therefore for a better society, Cooperation is not an end in
itself: it is a means to an end, and that end, in the last analysis, is a way of
“1ife .
From the discussion cf basic issues, Dr. Bonow then turned to an inventory

of the specific instruments for consumer orientation which had been discussed in

the various papers, These included labels, packages, exhibits, demonstrations,
brochures, social functions, lectures, discussion groups, home economists, suggestion
boxes or telephone booths or farms, recipes, newsletters, the cooperative press and
other communication media, cooperative advertising, laboratories and test kitchens
for quality control, market research, variocus "feedback" devices, collaboration

with other consumer groups, and cooperative organisational machinery for articulating
and communicating the voice of the consumer,

Dr, Bonow stated that "each naticnal movement, and each leveli within a move-
ment, must adapt that combination of measures most appropriate to its structure
and the temperament of its members, It is flexibility we wants the Action Programme
of the Consumer Working Party is not designed to impose a uniform, standardised
solution for every organisation, No single measure in the inventory will suffice,
It is essential that the full arsenal of approaches should be fully ubtilised: the
task is too big to be accomplished with one weapon alone, Consumer-orientation
mist be infused at every level, It must become part of the philosophy and the
commercial policy of the local society, of the regional society, of the national
apex organisations, and even on an international level,"

In conclusion, the President pointed out that "when we talk about consumer~
orientation, we are not talking about an isolated aspect of cooperation, one corner
of cooperative activity. On the contrary, I fecl that regardless of which of these
basic issues (outlined above) or of these specific instruments we take as a spring-
board, in no time at all we are right back to the fundamental policy problems with
which national movements all over the world are wrestling todays the problem of
structure, and the problem of principles. It has becn said over and over again
that any single commercial activity - or any single instrument of commercial acti-
vity, such as the press, or the advertising department, or any activity in the shop,
or training of shop assistants, or educaticnal activities, or activities of auxiliaric:
can only reflect policy at the top level and at every other level: and policy in
turn is a reflection of, and dependent on, structure, But policy and structure, in
turm, depend upon orientation, Unless your orientation - your philosophy, your con~
ception of the !raison d!€tre! of cooperation ~ is right, no amount of restructuring
will yield results, And everything I have heard in the last three dgys from this
rostrum convinees me that the only orientation which will yield results is consumer-
orlentatione"

INTERNATTONAL CONFERENCE ON COOPERATIVE ASSISTANCE TO
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

On the initiative of the Danish Board for Technical Coopcration with Developing
Countries and of the Danish cooperative organisations, an International Conference
on Cooperative Assistance to Developing Countries was held at Fredensborg, Denmark,
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from September 6th to 10th, 1965 and officially opened by Denmark's Prime Minister,
Mr. J. O, Krag,

Participants invited to the Conference had been selected from international
organisations, government aid agencies and cooperative organisations with a v@ew
to getting an adequate representation of the main types of interest and experience
in the subject-matter under consideration. Their number had, however, to be limited,
not only to keep the Conference within a manageable size but also because it con~
stituted a new venture and was in a wagy considered as an experiment., Of interna~
tional organisations, delegates from the I.C,A, (represented by the President,
Dr. M, Bonows +the Director, Mr, W. G. Alexander; and the Sccretary for Education,
Mr. R Ps Be Davies), the FAO, ILO and the OECD (Organisation for Econumic Coopera-
tion and Development3 and, of national gowvernment agencies and/or cooperative organi-
sations, representatives from Canada, Denmark, the Federal Republic of Germany,
Finland, France, Israel, Norway, Poland, Sweden, Unittd Kingdom and the United
States were present at the Conference,

The following conclusions were arrived at concerning the possibilities of
collaboration and better ccordination in the field of cooperative technical assis-
tance,

It was generally agrecd that early information or planned activities was a
prerequisite for coordination of action. The present machinery for information
was not found efficient enough, which was true on the national level as well as
internationally, In several countries, the need was felt for one national centre
of information on the cooperative technical assistance activities undertaken by
various governmental and non-governmental agencies in the respective country.

Some cowntries were also in need of a reception centre for cooperative fellows
and other visitors from developing cocuntries; such a centre could be mde respon-
sible for the planning of studies and shorter visits and could make the best use of
existing facilities,

Discussing the methods of ¢ollaboration between Governments and cooperative
organisations in a donor country, the Confercnce'!s particular interest was focused
on the long-term contracts between the United States Agency for International Develop-
ment (AID) and cooperative organisations in the U,S...

On the internaticnal level, much interest was arcused by the suggestion that
the I.C.'s publish before the end of 1965 a calendar covering cooperative seminars
and otler events in the cooperative technical assistance field in 1966, Even if
such a calendar could not be complete, espccially as regards cooperative experts
and projects, and even if it would have to state in many cases that plans reported
were only provisional, it was felt to be much needed, Though it would not in it-
self solve the question of coordination, it would in a case where overlapping might
arise give the parties concerned the possibility of better coordination through
direct mutual contact, This might be useful nst only to prevent overlapping in
time, countries invited and subjects chosen, but might also facilitate the exchange
of seminar prograrmes, teaching materials, etc,

Information for the I.C.A, calendar would have to come mainly from its member
organisations and from the ILO and FAO, It could not be expected that government
aid agencies would report directly tc the I,C,A,, bub this would not impair the
value of the calendar, provided there was a close liaison in each country between
these and the 1.C.A, cooperative member organisations. It was, however, recognised
that it would often be difficullt to give advance information on bilateral govern-
ment projects in the cooperative technical assistance field in the calendar. Re~
quests from a certain developing country could not always be publicised, and a
donor country might, for financial and various other reasons, be unable to disclose
its plans for technical assistance projects until these were too far advanced to
allow changes for reasons of coordination. Several speakers suggested that the
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Development Assistance Committee of the OHCD, being a governmental organisation,
might act as information centre and coordinating agency for governmemtal projects
in the cooperative field, undertaken by governments members of the Committee,

It was also suggested that lists of qualified lecturers for cooperative semi-~
nars should, on request, be issued by the international organisations sponsoring
such seminars, It would be useful to have survey articles written in the Review
of International Cooperation and/or elsewhere on the existing arrangements for
training and briefing of cooperative experts in various countries and organisations,
There was also a need for central information on audio-visual aids, films, etce.

It was noted with satisfaction that a glossary of cooperative terms was being
prepared in four languages by the government agencies in Germany as well as by a
working group of the I,C.A., and attention was drawn to useful surveys and informa-
tion on technical assistance in general, offered by the European Council, the OECD
and. others, whereas useful background information on economic and social conditions
in specific countries could be found in the reports of the World Bank, UNESCO and
the other specialised agencies of the United Nations. An inventory of research in
the cooperative field in universities and institutes might be of interest, and new
research was needed on how to give instruction applicable to conditions in developing
countries,

The Conference also touched on the question of specialisation between donor
countries as to recipient regions and types of cooperative aid. Apart from such
coordination, which might be achieved in the future through the 0.E.CD,, it would
appear that steps in this direction must be left to ad hoc arrangements, In a few
cases, cooperative projects were already undertaken jointly by two or more countries,
and the Scandinavian countries had plans to develop a common scheme for the training
of cooperative experts, Other possibilities for regional collaboration might be
the creation of a common agency for directing the flow of fellows from the developing
countries or to plan seminars in common,

There was general agreement that the Conference had served a useful purpose
in creating a forum for a free exchange of experience and ideas between representa-
tives of international organisations, governments and cooperative organisations in
important donor countries in the field of cooperative technical assistance, and that
a similar one might be held in one or two years, It was suggested that, at that
time, some experts who would present the relevant view-points prevailing in the
developing countries and in their cooperative movements be invited,

COOPERATIVE COLLABORATION IN WESTERN EUROPE

The "Genossenschaftlicher Nachrichtendienst" of the "Konsumverband" Central
Union of Austrian Consumers! Cooperative Societies of September 2nd, 1965 gave
examples of the fruitful results of the cooperative efforts extending beyond the
national frontiers in Western Burope, Thus, for instance, the intention of the
wholesale societies of the Belgian, Dutch, French, Ttalian and Western German con-
sumer cooperatives, joined together in the "Euro Cooperative" (the formation of
which was reported on in our News Service of January of this year), was recently
made public to start the joint manufacture of biscuits in a Dutch factory specially
enlarged for that purpose, The Norwegian and Swedish "Luma" factories, producing
articles ranging from electric bulbs to radio and television sets as well as electric
cookers, have worked together for the last two years, Cooperative soap factories of
most countries in Western Europs, including Austria, got together a few years ago
for the purpose of exchanging their experiences and of keeping each other informed
of the progress in the field of rcsearch, and a regular, genuine and most intensive
collaboration exists among the chief chemists of the factories in the various coun-
tries concerned,
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As a result, this close international cooperation made the manufacture of
top quality products in all these factories possible.

FRANCE

FIFTH NATIONAL YOUTH LEADERS! CONGRESS OF SCHOOL COOPERATIVES

An account of the Fifth National Youth Ieaders! Congress of School Coopera-
tives, termed as an "unusual! Congress at which young male and female cooperators -
the youngest were 10 years of age and the oldest 18 - participated and which was
held at Limoges at the beginning of May of this year, was given in the July-September
1965 issue of the "Revue de la Coopération Scolaire", the official organ of the
Central Office of Schocl Cooperatives. Thirty-seven French Departments were repre-
sented by 313 delegates, and, for the first time, there was also a delegation of
young Germans present, The Congress participants were cordially welcomed by the
Secretary-General of the Federation of the School Cooperatives of Haute-Vienne,

Mr, Gladelle, and the Secretary, Mre Vignaud, The boys and girls were taken to
the Iycée Gay-Lussac and the Lycfe Auguste-Renoir respectively, the latter having
been chosen as the place of assembly and meetings,

A press conference had been called at which, in the absence of the President
of the Central Office of School Cooperatives, Mr. R. Aveline, the Vice-President,
gave the journalists a broad outline of this national youth assembly, and Mr. J.
Morvan, who is the national Secretary of the Cermbral Office!s youth congresses,
spoke of the concepts guiding the organisation of these meetingse The teen-age
President of the departmental section of Haute~Vienne also addressed the journalists,

At the beginning of the work amd debating sessions, the young Congress partici-
pants were divided into two groups: the first, compcsed of nupils of elementary
classes, studied the subject of the school journal and the second, the more ado-
lescent pupils, discussed the topic of the journal of the secorndary school, These
study themes had been proposed by the Central Office of School Cooperatives at the
beginning of the school year to enable all school cooperatives to consider them, and
the delegates attending the Congress, chosen as spokesmen for their school fellows
at home, were authorised not only to present their personal replies but to make
them known to the entire French cooperative community, Each of the above-mentioned
two groups was sub-divided into four smaller ones in order to facilitate their
deliberations, and adults were excluded from these debates. They could, however,
give some assistance without, of course, having the right of intervening,

It was reported that the quality of the debates, as well as of the questions
and answers, was of a high level in all the groups and that their thirst for know-
ledge was all inspiring. The school journal, as an activity of great inberest to
the young cooperators, produced many advantages to them. Through their exchange
of views, one of the main sources of acquiring and increasing knowledge and under-
standing, they found the means of developing a spirit of brotherhood, but, in addi-
tion, they also provide an important link between family and school, and between
the town (or village) in which they live and their school, The presence of their
foreign guests made the young cooperative pupils not only aware of the importance
of these new contacts, linking them with the cooperative youth movement of anpother
country, but the experience of exchanging views with them also widened their hori-
zon in the international spheres

-

As a result of the exchange of views in the discussion groups of the older
boys and girls, a text was prepared and adopted for presentation to the full assembly,
recording the questions put and answers made in connection with the journal of the
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secondary school, the subject which was allocated to them for corsideration. Their
thorough study covered their concept of the journal and all possible aspeats of its
role (for instance, as a means of cooperative and other information, of education,
individual and collective expression, and as a bond between the puplls). Other
details given in the submitted text dealt with the creation of the jomrnal (1n1t1at1veq
authorisation of its publication), its administration and management, production

and editing, distribution, outside contacts, profits and disadvantages resulting

from its realisation and distribution, and censorship. Finally, various subjects

for study at the 6th Congress were suggested, '

The young Congress participants were given an opportunity of visiting histori-
cal and archaeological sites in Limoges, an exchange of stamps had been arranged
for them, and they saw a spectacle of folklore with songs and dances from the Limoges
province, as well as Yugoslav and Israeli dances,

In the farewell speeches at the close of the Congress, both city and coopera-
tive dignitaries and the young school cooperators expressed their thanks to the
organisers who had made this gathering possible, The young cooperators were con-
gratulated on the work they had accomplished and were specially praised for their
grasp of the meaning of cooperation which they were putting into practice in their
schools by developing a sense and relationship of equality, thus trying to overcome
the antagonism often existing between the young and the adult. The youngsters, in
turn, aporeciated the recognition and encouragement they had received from the adults
in this forum for their cooperative activities and the responsibilities they had -
assumed. No higher tribute to the success of the Congress, however, could have been
paid than that by the Mayor of Limoges who said that many of the adult participants
would do well to imitate the spirit, seriousness of thought, enthusiasm and discipline
displayed by these young boys and girls present,

UsS.A,

REGIONAL COOPERATIVE LAUNCHES CREDIT CARD PROGRAMME

A programme to find a satisfactory answer to the hitherto insufficiently
explored advantages or disadvantages of a credit card system for cooperative pur-~
chases of goods has been launched by the Utah Cooperative Association, according
to last monthts issue of "Co-~op Report" of the Cooperative League of the U.S.A.

. The Association is providing its local member cooperatives with a credit card
system that enables them to extend credit to their members and, at the same time,
to maintain and enforce policy about such extension, It offers IBM equipment for
record-keeping, as well as trained personnel to handle other details and attorneys
to enforce collections, Failure to obtain such credit resources was the main reason
why cooperatives had encouraged members to seek credit from outside sources rather
than extend it themselves, The Association!s terms include % of 1 per cent interest
on all unpaid accounts after the 15th of the month following purchase,

In some cases, the individual members of the local cooperative retain the
actual cards through which they obtain credit, but usually the cards are kept on
file in the local cooperative office which eliminates the need for a number of
administrative tasks in handling delinquent credit, or lost or stolen credit cards,
Each individual cooperative member seeking credit completes a form showing his pre-
sent source of financing (most members are farm operators) and authorises his lending
agency to make available to the Association pertinent information on operations and
financial conditions, The applicant is asked to estimate his total annual purchases
from the cooperative for the forthcoming year and his top credit limit needed from
the Association to finance them, He is further asked to 1list his real estate holdings
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with mortgage and liens, if any, his crop programme on both owned and leased land,
his balance sheet of assets and liabilities, including livestock, buildings, machinery,
cars and other property, and his cash on hand or in the bank,

There was some resistance on the part of some borrowers to divulge this re-~
quired information, but those who did comply had their applications reviewed by
the local cooperative menagers, the cooperative board and the credit manager of the
Utah Cooperative Association, Each credit account was discussed with local bankers
and other financing sources, At present, members of one cooperative cannot use
credit cards of a neighbouring cooperative, but the devclopment of an inter-related
state~wide credit plan may be the next step.,

-«

A monthly report indicates to local cooperative managers the status of each
account to which his cooperative has extended credit and the part of his total
extension that is current, 30, 60 and more than 90 days past dues The managers
use this report to discontinue additional credit extensions on questionable accounts
and in collection prodedurssof their owm, '

HOUSING AND SUPPLY COOPERATIVES CAN HELP EACH OTHER

Under this title, "The People's Business" of August 25th, 1965, brought the
news of a staff meeting recently held by the FCH Company, a nationwide cooperative
housing development agency, in the Consumers! Cooperative Association (CCA) School
at Kansas City, which could signal a new day in cooperative development in the U,S.A,
Officials of the CCA, including its President, Mr. Homer Young, representing the
largest farm and rural supply cooperative in the world, participated in the FCH
Company!s meeting,

Attention had been drawn to the fact that most farm supply cooperatives pro-
vided building supplies and materials and also supplied fucls, and it was therefore --
felt that there was no reason why housing cooperatives and housing cooperative
development organisations should not obtain such supplies from the supply coopera-~
tives, A start towards that goal had already been made in the Inter-cooperative
Petroleum Association, orgonised in the north-east, with all the major housing
cooperative organisations and the supply cooperatives Agway and Midland as members,

Cooperative housing on the other hand, which had proved to be the best single
key to the development of all kinds of cooperatives in U.S. cities, could be of great
benefit to their employees and officials, including those of supply cooperatives,
Furthermore, it could be made a focal point for community development programem
in smaller, rural communities which are in need of cooperative housing, especially
for older people, and where farm and rural supply cooperatives have their roots,

The hope was thus expressed at the FCH Company!s staff meeting that the

initiative taken there would result in bringing together the housing and supply
cooperatives to their mutual benefit,
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INTERNAT IONAL

APPOINTMINT FOR I,C,A, FACT-FINDING SURVEY ON COOPERATIVE
TRADE DEVELOPMENT IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA

Complying with the request made in paragraph 13 of the report resulting from
the I,C.A, Conference for Cooperative Ministers in South-Fast Asia on "The R6le of
Cooperation in Social and Economic Development in South-Fast Asia", held in Tokyo,
Japan, in April 196l (reported on in our News Service of April-May 196L), the Inter-
national Cooperative Alllance has taken appropriate action. At this Conference,
all participants had expressed the hope that the I.C.A. might collect sufficient
data abcub the barriers to the development of cooperative trade beyond national
boundaries to enable a conference of appropriate representatives of national co-
operative movements and national governments to be called to consider possible
action which should be taken throughout the region to effect a more rapid aevelop-
ment of such cooperative trade (ref. to Conference veport, para.l2 dealing with
"Some Barriers to the Growbth of International Cooperative Trade and rPossible Co-
operative Action for their Elimination" and para. 13 with "A Cooperative Trade Con-~
ference for South-East Asia"),

Therefore, after consultation with the International Cooperative Wholesale
Committee, the I,C.A, has made arrangements for the appointment for the period of
one year, beginning on November lst, 1965, of lMr., Welter Eisenberg, who is being
seconded by the English Cooperative Wholesale Society., Mr. Eisenberg's task is
to carry out a fact~-finding survey corcerning the possibilities of increased co-
operative trade across national boundaries., His survey will also cover, as a back-
ground, an analysis of government policies in the countries concerned, including
special trade agreements which govern the flow of trade between one country and
another., Any barriers to the growth of coonerative trade and possible cooperative
action for their elimination will be analysed, and possibilities indicated, and
concrete action recommended, for the holding of future cooperative trade discussions
under the auspices of the I.C.A. Regional Office and Education Centre for South~ -
East Asia or of the United Nations, according to the actual needs and the authori-
ties most suitable to meet such needs, Advice and help in the compilation of the
Trade Directory, for which the I.C.A. has already collected some material, will
also be given, )

After a two-weeks working and briefing period at the I.C.A. Headquarters in
London, Mr. Eisenberg proceeded to India, arriving at the I.C,A. Regional Office
on the 15th of this month, where he will study the material available there and
write to governments and cooperatives for information he will need for his survey.
In February 1966, he will attend, as an observer, the 3rd Asian Agricultural Co-
operative Conference on "Commercial Cooperative Development" in New Delhi, after
which he will tour India and then Australia, Ceylon, Hong Kong, Japan, the Republic
of Korea, Malaysia, Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, the Philippines, Singapore and
Thailand and visit thelr governments and cooperative organisations in order to
complete the material for his fact-finding survey report covering all these coun-
tries, This report is expected to be submitted to the I.C.A. Director by the end
of October 1966,
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Mr. Eisenberg, an experienced Researdh Officer in the Cooperative Wholesale
Society in Manchester, England, is accustomed to working with cooperatives in
the commercial field and has scrved as Personal Assistant to the Chairmen of the
International Cooperative Wholesale Committee,

FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF I,C.A, RIGIONAL OFFICE AND EDUCATION
CEITRE FOR SOUTH-EAST ASTA

As a result of discussions at various I.C.A. Congresses, dating back as far
as l9h8, and of a study of the cooperative problems in South-East Asia sponsored
by the I,C.A. in 1955, its Regional Office ard Fducation Centre started functioning
as two separate offices in New Delhi, India, in November 1960, Three years later,
however, thay were merged, with the intensification of I.C.A, relations with the
cooperative movements in the region, the supply of information and of technical
assistance, collaboration with international organisations, and education and re-
search being the main activities. An idvisory Council, consisting of eminent co-
operators from all regional member countries, assists in programming the Office's
activities and reviews annually its work done during the preceding year,

This year's 6th meeting of the Advisory Council coincides with the 5th anni-
versary celebrations of the Regional Office and Education Centre during the last
week of this month. The programme prepared includes a Press Conference, cocktails
and receptions and, most important of all, & special anniversary celebration meeting
of the Advisory Council, with the chief guest, Mrs, Indira Gandhi, India's Minister
for Information ond Broadcasting, the meeting'!s Chairman, Mr. S. K. Dey, Minister
for Community Development and Cooperation, and the Advisory Councilt!s Chairman,
Prof, D. G. Karve, as the principal speakers,

The TI.C.A. Headquarters in London received a telegram from its Regional Office
reporting the great success of the speclal meeting in which Mr., Dey and the Advi-
sory Council's South-East Asian members offered corgratulations on the five years
of successful work, best wishes for the Office's future work and special thanks
to the Swedish Cooperative Movement for its contributions to the Regiocnal Centre.

MESTING OF COOPERATIVE RESEARCH OFTICERS

With the Central Union of German Consumers' Cooperatives (ZdK) as host, re~
search officers from the Consumers! Union (Konsumverband, Austria), the Coopera-
tive Wholesale Society, FDB (Denmark), ZdK (Federal Republic of Germany), Coopera-
tive Union, KK (Finland), the Cooperative Union Ltd, (Great Britain), Co-op Neder-
land (Holland), the National League of Cooperatives and Mutualities (Lega, Italy)
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and the Cooperative Union and Wholesale Society, KE (Sweden) held a three-day meeting
at the Wdldhotel in Friederichsruhe from the 9th to 1lth of this month, The Research
Officer of the I.C,A. acted as Secretary.

Discussion papers were presented by KK's Dr. A, M. Salonen on Consumption
Forecasting, by ZdK's Dr. H., Pelster on Adaptation of Assortment to Prospective
Developnient of Consumption, by Co-op Nederland's Mr, C. J. Schulze on Structural
Adaptation. of Shop and Store Networks to Future Demands, and by KFts Mr. O. Moback
on Cooperative Development,

COLLABORATTON IN FOOD LINE - MEETINGS OF EXPERT GROUPS ON CANNED
FRUIT AND VEGETABLES AND ON CANVED FISH

In its Circular Letter No, 1l of October 28th, 1965 to Cooperators, the I.C.A,
Cooperative Wholesale Committee (C.W.C.) sent out invitations to commodity experts
on canned fruit and vegetables to attend a meeting to be held in Copenhagen, Den-
mar&, on December 15th of this year, and to experts on canned fish to participate
in another one planned for December 16th in the same city.,

These proposed meetings are a follow-up to the resolution on the common uti-~
lisation of the C,W.C, members! buying agencies in foreign countries as well as on
joint purchasing, adopted at the C,W.C.'s annual members meeting at Helsinki, Fin-
land, on September 17th, In implementing it, agrecments had been made with the
Scand1nav1an Cooperative Wholesale Society (Nordlsk Andelsforbund, NAF), as well as
with the Wholesale Society of German Consumers' Cooperatives (GEG) and the Norwe-
gian National Cooperative Union (NKL) to initiate and call expert conferences in
the food line, '

The C.W.C, requests managements to appoint as soon as possible prospective
participants in the two experts meetings in Copenhagen and to forward to it their
names.

AUSTRIA

SIXTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF AUSTRIAN COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE SOCIELY

On the occasion of the 1965 meectings of the "Konsumverband" Central Union of
Austrian Consumers! Cooperative Societies, held in Vienna on October 8th and 9th,
the Austrian Cooperative Wholesale Society's (G8C) sixtieth anniversary of its
existence was remembered in special messages and in addresses of some of the parti-
cipants in the meetings,

In his opening address, Dr. Andreas Vukovich, the Konsumverband!s Director,
reviewing the development of the consumer cooperatrves during the past two years,
recalled the beginnings from which the consumers'! movement grew to the formidablie
size of the present day and said that it was with pride that cooperators can look
back to the sixty years of activities of the Austrian Cooperative Wholesale Society.
Representing the I.C,A. and speaking in its name, Dr. Carl Schumacher, Chairman
of the Central Union of German Consumers' Cooperatives (ZdX) and a member of the
I.C.A. Executive Committee, took great pleasure in transmitting the Alliance's
greetings and best wishes to the GYC on its sixtieth anniversary, He assured the
audience that the I,C.A., was indeed indebted to the Austrian Movement for being
host to its 23rd Congress in 1966 in Vienna and felt certaln that, with its help
and serv1ces, great success will be ensured, : »
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To commemorate its anniversary, the GUC distributed to the delegates to the
Konsumverband meetings and illustrated booklet depicting impressively the develop-
ment of the central cooperative sector in Austrial's economy during the last ten

years,

CONFERENCE OF GCOOPERATIVE WOMEN'S ORGANISATION

The 10th Conference of the Cooperative Women's Organisation, held in Vienna
on October Tth, 1965 was attended by all members of the "Konsumverband" Central
Union of Austrian Consumers! Cocperative Societies and of the Austrien Cooperative
Wholesale Society, GYC, which was a sign of the new recognition of the part played
by women in the affairs of the Cocperative Movement. The I.C.A.!'s Secretary for
Women Cooperators was also present.

Important changes made in the rules of the Organisation, which were subse-
quently confirmed at the Conference of the Konsumverband following on during the
next two days, will ensure the collaboration of women cooperators in the implemen-
tation of policy at all levels of the Movement, In every society, a group will
be cstablished involving all women members and women representatives already elected
to the Boards of Management. Their activities will be organised with the help of
paid organisation leaders, The women presidents of each area plus representatives
of the Boards will form a National Cooperative Women's Council which will meet at
least once a year, thereby ensuring a direct contact between the women and the
central organisation of the Movement.

HIGH AWARD PRESENTED TO WOMAN COOPERATOR

Mrs, Anna Waldeck, a Councillor in the town of Lienz and a member of the
Central Council of the Cooperative Women's Organisation, was awarded a gold medal
for service to the Austrian Republic, Mrs. Waldeck, who has been active in public
life for 36 years, was presented with the medal by Mr. A. Korp, Chairman of the
Pustrian Cooperative Wholesale Society, on behalf of the Austrian Home Secretary,
at the Conference of the Konsumverband held in Vienna on October 8th and 9th.

BECHUAVALAND

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF DEPARTMENT OF COOPERATIVE SOCIETIES , 196L

In the Introduction to the first annual report of the Department of Coopera-
tive Socleties for 1961;, which was recently received at the I.C,A, Headquarters,
a brief survey was outlined of Bechuanaland!s cooperative development. This has
only started when a provision for the establishment of the Department of Coopera~
tive Societies in the territory had been inciuded in the Development Plan for 1963/6
Although a Cooperative Agricultural Societies Proclamation had been introduced as
far back as in 1910, no societies were registered, and it was only in 1962 that
this Proclamation had been replaced by a more appropriate Cooperative Societies
Law as the first step in a more positive approach to cooperative organisation in
line with the country!s development needs, This Law provided for the appointment
of a Registrar of Cooperative Societies, resulting in the subsequent approval of
financial provision and the Government!s assumption of responsibility for their
promotion and organisation,

The Cooperative Department, incorporated in the Ministry of Agriculture and
with a staff of the Registrar as its head, one senior cooperative officer, one
cooperative officer, four assistant cooperative officers, one clerk and one mess=
enger, takes the initiative in promoting and organising societies, conducting co-
operative education and propaganda, providing a service of advice and guidance on
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trading matters as well as liaison between the societies and other government
agencies or private commercial interests,

In November 196L, a cooperative technical expert was seconded by the Govern-
ment of Canada to the Department, who, as temporary Assistant Registrar, brought -
much needed technical know-how to the Department!s activities at its crucial deve-
lopment stage, He is stationed at Lobatsi, is in charge of development work in
the Barolong, Bangwaketse and southern Bamalete areas and assisted by a cooperative
officer stationed at Kanye, Two field officers were appointed in 196)4 and btther
district postings were to be made early this year as officers were I"’CI‘U.l'ted and
trained,

Funds available to the Department during the financial year 196L/65 amounted
to £13,900, 1nc1ud1ng a grant of £3, OOO from Oxfam (Oxford Committee for Famine
Rellef)

The Department!s policy is directed to the creation of a vigorous, indepen-
dent cooperative movement capable of effective response to the country!s needs,
Its main effort has, first, been directed to a programme of education and propa-
ganda and, second, to the promotion of a few societies in areas where there was
both particular need and good prospects for success,

The report registers reasonable progress in the building up of the country's
cooperative movement., Careful assessments had been made of the possibilities and
priorities for cooperative development so that scant resources could be efficiently
employed, Priority was given to the organisation of ‘a group of crop marketing and
agricultural supply societies in the southern part of the territory with the result
of one cooperative marketing society already registered, two others well advanced
and a fourth being established., These societies are inltially capitalised by share
contributions from their own members. No loan funds for capital purppses are avail-
able.

Preparatory work for the organisation of thrift and loan societies had been
undertaken and it was hoped to establish abouttwelve in 1965. One cooperabive
consumer society with over 500 members had been registered and plans went ahead
for the formation of societies in other branches.

With regard to education and training, two and three weeks' residential
courses for committee members (11 students attending) and secretaries (21 students
attending) had been organised at the Bechuanaland Training Centre, Gaberones,
Twenty-eight students had enrolled in a second course for committee members organised
for January 1965. A number of publications and training manuals had been prepared
and issued in the English and Tswana languages, and a draft syllabug on cooperation
was prepared for the Departrent of Education fcr inclusion in the latest edition
of the primary schools! syllabus, Finally, & cooperative library had been estab-~
lished and arrangements made for the loan of books to individuals concerned with
the organisation of societiles.

CANMDA

CONSEIL CANADIEN DE LA COOPERATION OPENS OFFICE IN OTTAWA

An event of great importance and interest was reported in the "Co-~op Commen~
tary" of the lth of this month of the Cooperative Union of Canada, It was the
opening on that day of an office of the Conseil Canadien de la Coopération in the
national capital Ottawa to serve French-language cooperatives in Canada. The
announcerment of the opening of this office and of the appointment of Mr, Hector
Yelle as its full-time Managing Director was made by the Conseil's President,
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Mr, Martin J. I8gtre., The presence of the Managing Director in Ottawa was parti-~
cularly expected to conbribute to the further strengthening of the already close
relationship between the Conseil Canadien de la Coopération and the Cooperative
Union of Canada. Both national organisations, with a membership of most Canadian
cooperatives, are members of the I.C.A,

Mr. Yelle, a native of Lefaivre, Ontario, and graduate of Ottawa University,
has had long experience in btusiness, education and cooperatives.

CELEBRATION OF CO~OP WEEK

It was announced in last morth'!s'"Co-op Commentary" that the country's Coopera-
tive Movement celebrated a Co-op Week from October 17th to 23rd, This is one of
the few featuresuniting all sections of the Cooperative Movement in Canada and was
originally sponsored by the movement in French-Canada. However, since 1958, it had
been sponsored jointly by the Conseil Canadien de la Coopération and the Cooperative
Union of Carada.

CZECHOSLOVAKTA

CENTRAL COOPERATIVE COLLEGE IN OPTRATION

The Czechoslovak “Co-op News" of last nonth reported that the newly established .
Central Cooperative College, a specialised institution of the Central Cooperative
Council, located at Jiloviste, near Prague, began functioning in September,

The College, which forms part of the comprehensive system of education
and training of members, officers and employees of the country's cooperative organi-
sations as well as of foreign cooperative movements, aims particularly to ensure
the . education and training of cooperative senior officers and managerial staff
according to the needs of the Central Cooperative Council and the two Central Co-
operative Unions. These educational and training schemeg are also offered to co-
operators from abroad, especially from the ddveloping countries.

-

Other activities at the College include research work in the basic spheres
of cooperative theory and suitable forms of publicising the results and conclusions
of such research; theorstical work dealing with topical problems of the Czechoslovak
Cooperative Movement; promotion of the publication of popular scientific handbooks
explaining special issues of interest regarding Czechoslovak and foreign coopera-
tivesy; and organisation of scientific and theoretical seminars and conferences
according to the nced. Furthermore, appropriate subjects for the basic education
and braining of members and newly-elected officers will be proposed, instructional
courses and seminars for lecturers and teachers at the regional level held, and
the general public informed of the Czechoslovak and foreign cooperative organisations!
most important issues,

COOPERATIVES EXHIBIT AT FAIR

Unicoop, the export and import corporation of the Central Cooperative Council, *
exhibited this year again its products at the International Fair in Brno, Moravia,
which was visited by cooperators from many different countries, Great success of
this exhibition, due to the high quality and standard of the products and their
commercial value as well as to the new contacts made with foreign cooperative tra-
ders, was reported in this month's issue of the Czechoslovak "Co-op News'",
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The biggest pavilion was that of the "Elektrodruzstvo" Cooperative of Prague
showing, among other exhibits, a new type of rectifier with remote control and
fluent regulation of btension and electric ovens for heating laboratory flasks,
Another big display of a variety of products was contributed by the Cooperative
"Delbal,

GREAT BRITATN

STRUCTURAL CHANGES IN CJWeS. AND S,CW.S. PROPOSED IN TWO
SEPARATE REPORTS

Within three weeks during this month, two important reports were issued, one
by the Joint Reorganisation Committee of the Cooperative Wholesale Society, set up
by a decision of C.W.S, shareholders at meetings held in October 196L, and the
other by the Board of Directors of the Scottish Cooperative Wholesale Society, sum~
maries of which appeared in the "Cooperatives News" of the 6th and 27th and the
"Scottish Cooperator of the 2T7th of this month,

C.W.S. Changes

In a referendum, retail societies accepted by 13,598 votes to 2,L0L the main
proposals involving closer relabtionships between wholesale and retail societies
contained in the report of the C.W,S, Joint Reorganisation Committee. Of thirteen
amendments submitted to the report, only one by the Long Eaton and Norwich Socie-
ties, removing the "entiblement" of existing directors to an executive appecintment
and alloving them "to apply" for such an appointment, was approved by a small majo-
rity.

The most important principal innovations consist in (1) an entirely new re-
lationship vbetween the C,W.S, and the retail societies in which "buying for" will
substitute for "selling to"; (2) the existing full-time elected Board will be re-
placed by a part-time body of 30 elected by societies, and this Board will appoint
a Chief Executive, three Deputy Chief Executives and eleven Group Executives with
individual repsonsibility for prescribed sections of the C.W,S, organisation; and
(3) the appointment of a Trade Auditor whose function will be to act as a kind of
"ombudsman" in any disputes which might arise out of the new relationship between
the C.W,5, and retail societies,

Going into more details, the various recommendations made by the C.W.S. Joint
Reorganisation Committee set out the obligations of the C.W.S. and retail socleties
to coordinate purchases through the CJM.S, and the duties of the Trade Auditor;
propose a new Board consisting initially of 30 part-time members, who shall be re-
tail society directors, chief officials, general manager, secretary or managing
secretary of the nominating society, and of present C.W.S, directors wishing to
serve on ity fix the age limit for nomination to the Board at 62 years, except for
a retiring members stipulate that part-time directors shall be nominated sectionally
and elected nationally, that their period of election be three years - one-third to
retire annually and, if renominated, be eligible for re-election ~ and that part-
time members are to retire at the age of 65; furthemmore, that all vacancies shall
be filled at elections held immediately prior to the annual meeting and that part-
time menbers shall not receive any feecs, but will be allowed expenses and reimburse-
ment for loss of earnings; propose that the Directors' and .Auditors! Remuneration
Committee be discontinued and its responsibilities revert to the C.W.S¢ general
meetings, that the C.W.S, management be vested in a Chief Executive Officer, three
Deputy Chief Executive Officers and eleven Group Executive Officers and (as amended)
that each of the present directors may apply for an execubive appointment; cover
terms and duties for present directors who will serve as full-time members of the
new Boards and, finally, provide for present directors appointed to an executive
position who do not complete fheir full term of contract to be offered an alter-
native appointment on the same terms as full~time members of the Board.
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Since the next steps for carrying out all the changes, namely, the required
drawing up of amendments to the C,W,S. rules needing a two-thirds majority, the
then following elections of the 30 part-time lay Board members and the appointment
of the officers on the recommendation of a small panel to be chosen, will take g
considerable time, it is expected that the whole of the new set-up will be brought
into being by January 1967. In the meantime, the full-time members of the Board
will act as an Executive Committee to carry on the Society'!'s busincsse.

S,C.W.S, Changes

The first major changes in the internal structurec of the S.C.W.S. since its
formation almost 98 years ago were proposed in the reorganisation report of the
S.CJWeSe Board of Directors which was submitted to Scottish retail societies., It
arose from a resolution which was passed at the shareholders! meeting in December
196l and in which the Board had been instructed to review administration, control
and relations with the retail societies, The structural changes came about by the
necessity of altering many aspects of the federation to give it a modern commercial
operating executive and directorial control which will enable it to compete success-
fully in the twentieth century commercial world.

4

The main proposals and recommendations contained in the report are a new ma-
nagement structure for the S,C.W.S.; the reduction of the Directorate from twelve
to nine elected persons; +the appointment of a General Manager as the chief busi-
ness executive of the federation; closer relationships with retail societies,
especially those in financial difficulties; and contractual relations between the
federation and its members.

The first basic change proposed is that of a General Manager who would be .
responsitle to the Board for the growth and profitability of the federation and
for putting into effect the policy laid .down by the Board. Then therc would be
five divisional managers in cherge of the food, dry goods, services, works and
mills, and retail development divisions, a financial controller (deputy to the
General Manager), and a secretary who would be responsible to the Board under the
rules, but would also carry out other administrative functions for which he would
be responsible to the General Manager. There would be a further development in the
creation of divisions and the appointment of specialist officials responsible for
their success,

The report also deals with financial policy and explains the new r8le of the
Board. If the shareholding societies agree and vote for the necessary alteration
to the rules, a reduction will be made in the number of the Board from twelve to
ninc elected members which will be secured by normal retirements and the suspension
of elections until the reduced number is obtained, A new system of committees is
being proposed in which the present three committees of drapery and furnishing,
finance and grocery will be superseded by a society executive committee, a personnel
committce and a property committee., The General Manager would be a member of the
first two committees and the finance controller of the first and third ones,

In dealing with the relations of the S.C.W.S, to the retail societies, the
report seeks to provide the conditions for closer working arrangements and asks
the Scottish societies to accept the principle of contractual obligations.

The reorganisation report will be submitted to the S.C.W.S, shareholders!
meeting in Glasgow on December 1lth. It was indicated by the Board that the new
managenment structure will be procecded with immediately, bul the whole operation
is expected to take about two years to complete.

Similarities and Differences of Proposed C,W.S, and S.C.W.S,.

Organisational Changes

Whereas the recommendations made to the Scottish societies emanate from the
S.C.W.S, itself, those made to the English societies come from a joint body repre-
senting wholesale and retail. The Scottish proposals do not go as far as those of
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the Joint Reorganisation Committee in that they do not replace the full-time Board
by a part-time lay Board, althcugh they suggest a reduction of its membership

from twelve to nine, Both, however are suggesting a new managerial set-up., As
far as wholesale-retail relationships are concerned, the term "contractual obliga~
tions" used by the S.C.,W.S, was carefully avoided in the Joint Reorganisation Com-
mittee report, but what was meant by it is that societies should undertake to give
100 per cent suppcrt in selected commoditles, and this is virtually what was asked
for by that Committee,

RETTREMENT OF THREE TOP C.W.S. OFFICIALS

At the last half-yearly meeting of the Cooperative Wholesale Society, tributes
were paid to three of its top officials whc retired at the same time: Mr. W. Quincey
and Mr, H. H, Flynn, Directors, each with 18 years! service in the Society, and Mr,
Harold Buckley, Secretary and Executive Officer, having completed 48 years of ser-
vice,

Mr, Quincey, a former member of the I.C.A,'s Executive and Central Committees,
had first served on the C.W,3, Drapery Committee and later on continuously on the
Finance Committee vhose Chairman he was for the last five years., Mr, Flynn, a mem-
ber and twice Chairman of the Dry Goods (formerly Drapery) Committee, has, for
seventeen years, also been a member of the Board of the National Cooperative Chemists
and, for the last ten years, its Chairman, Mr. Buckley's retirement, amounced in
July of this year, and his career in the C.W.S. has already been reported in our
News Service of that month,

MAURITIUS

TECHNICAT, ATD FROM JAPAN

Acting on a request made to the I.C.A, by the Mauritius Cooperative Union Ltde
for urgently needed technical equipment, the Japanese Central Union of Agricultural
Cooperatives and UNICOOP Japan, through the intermediary of the Alliance, responded
with their decision to help promoting the cooperative movement in Mauritius by
donating a tape-recorder together with some reels of tape as a gift.

This generous,direct ald from the Japanese ccoperative movement to that of
Mauritius is greatly appreciated by tie latter as well as by the I.C.A. Technical
Assistance Committee, The tape-recorder, which has been dispatched from Jzpan in
October, will be put to good use in the educational activities of the Mauritius
Cooperative Union.
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INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE ALLIANCE I1UPPER GROSYENOR STREET LONDON W'

»

CH No, 12, December, 1965,
N

INTERNATTONAL

I.C.,A, COMMISSION ON COOPERATIVE PRINCIPLES

The I.C,A, Commission on Cooperative Principles held its third meeting in
London from the 12th to 17th of this month under the Cheirmanship of Professor D. G.
Karve. Professor I, Kistanov was unfortunately prevented by illness from attending,
but had arranged to be represented by Professor G. Blank whom he had briefed to
attend the meeting on his behalf,

The Commission reviewed the evidence received and instructed the Secretary and
Rapporteur on the form and content of its proposed report, The fubure time-table
of the Commission was confirmed and it is anticipated that the whole of the draft
report will be in the hands of the members of the Commission at least one week
before its next meeting which is scheduled to take place in London from February
Uith to 18th, 1966, That meeting is expected to be the final one at which the re-~
port of the Commission will be approved for translation and issue to members of
the I.,C.,A. Central and Executive Committees for their meetings in Copenhagen at
the end of March,

With this time-table, it is hoped to have the report, together with the com-
ments of the I.C.A. authorities, included in the documentatlon for the I.C.A. Con=~
gress in September 1966 with suff101ent time for national representatives to pre-
pare themselves before the Congressa.

UNESCO STUDY TOURS FOR EUROPEAN WORKERS, 1965/66.

The I,C,A, was represented by Mr. Ch.-H, Barbler of the Union of Swiss Con-
sumers! Societies (VSK), and Mr, R, P. B, Davies, Secretary for Education, at a
meeting of representatives of non-governmental organisations in Category "A" status
with UNESCO, held in Paris last November, for the purpose of making recommerndations
to the Director=General of UNESCO for =wards under the above scheme,

The sum available for the workers! study tours programme was $h3,000 and
105 applications had been received from 22 countries. These included 28 applica-
tions from 24 European member organisations of the Alliance in 1L countries, The
Committee recommended that the Director-General should approve awards to L9 groups
of 22 countries, of which 15 were in respect of cooperative study tours. A supple-
mentary list was made recommending reserve groups which might receive awards if
funds become avallable,

The year 1966 will be the last one in which Furopean study tours will operate,
for in the future a new structure is envisaged, whereby all study programmes will
be within the framework of one global study tour programme, The Committee expressed
the hope that something of the same nature as the Furopean study tours scheme would
be included for the rank-and-file workers in the new programme,
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CoWoCa MIETING OF EXPERTS ON TEA

Attention was drawn by the I,C.A, Cooperative Wholesale Committee (C,W.C.) in
its Circular Letter Nc, 15 of the 10th of this month to the first meeting of a group
of tea experts, which is to be held in London on January 27th, 1966 and for which
arrangements were made with the English and Scottish Joint C.W.S. in accordance
with the resolution on joint purchasing in certain fields, adopted at the C.W.C.'s
annual members meeting at Helsinki, Finland, on September 17th, 1965.

The proposed agenda for the meeting is as follows: To note the Helsinki
resolution and its emphasis on experts studying the possibilities of mutual aid
and coordinated buying; to consider the statistical statement setting out the
needs and present practices of the participating sccieties and to explore ways and
means of coordinating their requirements; consideration of the possibilities of
using joint trade marks incorporating a study of the packs employed by the partici-
pating societies; and a special review of the possibility of coordinating trade
in tea bags, in respect of the tea, the packing materials, etc.

FIFTH INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC COOPCRATIVE MEETING

The Institute for Cooperation attached to the University of Hamburg, Federal
Republic of Germany, announced that its fifth International Scientific Cooperative
Meeting will take place at that University from September 12th to 15th, 1966. The
general theme to be discussed will be the planning in cooperatives, English, French
and German sirultaneous translation facilities will be available and invitations,
together with a detailed programme, will be sent in due course to all interested
in the meeting,

ARGEITINA

COOPERATIVE EDUCATION PROGRAMMES

An account was given in the November 1965 issue of "Cooperative America of
two important educatiocnal programmes spreading theoretlical and practical coopera-
tive knowledge effectively among young people and adults throughout Argentina,

As a resull of laws passed by the National Congress of Argentina and imple-

mented by the Naticnal Council of Education, cooperative training was offered in
public schools, and students were gaining practical cooperative experience through
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the organisation of their owm consumer and credit societles. Two purposes of this
school cooperative programme were fulfilled, On the one hand, children and adole-
scents were given the opportunity for personality development, acquiring a sense
of individual and group responsibility as well as of an interest in comunity pro-
blems, and developing administrative abilities., Adult cooperators, on the other
hand, gave this cooperative youth movement, for which they saw a promising future,
their full support,

The second programme instituted was the Mobile Cooperative School, established
and operated by the Argentine Cooperative Association (ACA), bringing by this direct
and most successful method cooperative education to adults. Teachers, top level
cooperative educators, experts and technicians were thus brought to the adult stu-
dents in the far corners of the country and, since the inception of the travelling
school in 1963, twenty cooperative training courses in cooperative principles and
philosophy, management techniques and business administration were held for 1,755
adults, :

The ACA, founded in 1922, is the oldest of all cooperative federations and
one of the leading exporters of agricultural products in Argentina, Its membership

consists of 221 agricultural cooperatives which have more than 157,000 individual
members ..

AUSTRALTA

DATRY WINS EXPORT AWARD

The "Wesfarmers News" of November 1llth reported that the Masters Dairy Ltd.,
a subsidiary of Wesfarmers Co-op, won a national award for an outstanding contri-
bution to Australia'ls export drive, It was among fif ty-two companies throughout
the country competing for sixteen awards made jointly by the Commonwealth Depart-
ment of Trade ard Industry and the Associated Chambers of Manufacturers of Austra-
lia,

written account of how it had gone about marketing dairy-fresh milk in "Tetra-Pak!

Submitting an entry for the first time, Masters Dairy won its award with a ,l
t
cartons and in bulk in Singapore and Malaysia.

CANADA

STRUCTURAL REORGANISATION ACTIONS

An outline of a new organisational structure for the Cooperative Union of
Canada (CUC), providing for the mermbership of regional and central commercial
cooperativesalongside the provincial cooperative unions, was approved by the Union's
Directors at a Board meeting held in Ottawa from November 29th to December 1lst,
1965,

The main feature of the new structure, as reported in the "Co-~op Commentary"
of the 2nd of this month, is a shift of direct control and financing from the pro-
vincial unions to the business organisations, Under the proposed plan, control of
the CUC would be in the hands of about thirty inter-~provincial and central coopera-
tives instead of eight provincial unions as at present, and funds contributed to
the provincial unions would remain in the provinces for work at that levels The
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proposed reorganisation leaves the way open for regional cooperative unions where
an amalgamation of provincial unions might take place, as 1ong as the commercial
cooperatives are in direct CUC membership,

A paper outlining the recommended set-up has been circulated for study and
discussion in preparation for the CUC Congress to be held in Regina at the end of
March 1966,

In addition to the CUC reorganisation, other similar actions taken in the
Canadian Cooperative Movement were also briefly reviewed in a special paper entitled
"Cooperatives in Canada - 1965" issued by the CUC, Thus, attention was drawn to
the most far-reaching proposal for reorganisation made by Mr. C. W, Gibbings, Presi-
dent of the Saskatchewan Wheat Pool, Canada's largest cooperative, at its annual
meeting, to the effect that the grain-marketing cooperatives and the consumer co-
operative wholesale serving the Prairie region should amalgamate to form one giant <
organisation, A committee had been establisned in Saskatchewan to consider centrali-~
sation of the retail cooperatives of the province, There, too, the central coopera-
tive organisations had continued an examination of educational and extension acti-
vities from the standpoint of coordination of services, based on a research study
conducted by the Centre for Community Studies of the University of Saskatchewan.

In line with the province-~by-province integration of wholesale services begun
in Western Canada ten years ago, discussion continued on the possibility of the future
merger of the Federated Cooperatives Ltde and the British Columbia Cooperative Whole~
sale Society, tut it was decided to defer amalgamation for another year, The United
Cooperatives of Ontario (UCD) had amended its structural set-up to permit member
cooperatives to become UCO branches and individual persons direct members, It was
reported that some forty cooperatives were in various stages of integration with
the provineial central,

As part of the general reorganisation of structure and functions, there were

further moves by the larger central cooperatives to assume direct control over edu-
cational and promotional services,

EXPANDED TRAINING PROGRAMME FOR OVERSEAS PZRSONNEL

It was announced by the Canadian External Aid Office, and reported in the
"Co-op Commentary" of November 18th, that Canada will offer in 1966 a reorganised
and expanded training programme in cooperatives and related fields for leaders from
overseas countries by providing training courses for 90 students, Once this new
programme is fully operative, it is expected that the number of students will be
increased to 120 in 1967,

The programme aims at providing training facilities in Canada on a year-round
basis, greater flexibility in meeting individual requirements of overseas personnel,
more specialised training in certain fields in which Canadian experience has been
significant, and supplementing formal training with "on job" attachments. The field:
of agricultural marketing, accounting, credit unions, fisheries, farm supplies,
insurance and food productlon, being those in which the Canadian cooperatives had
acquired considerable experience, were suggested for the specialised tralnlng course:

The Coady International Institute, Antigonish, and Western Cooperative College
Saskatoon, will continue to be the main training centres for English-speaking stu-
dents, In 1966, the first special course will be given in agricultural marketing
at the University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, from May 9th to June 22nd, and two others
in credit unions and relations between cooperatives and trade unions respectively,
at dates and locations to be arranged,
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The Canadian Government is meeting the cost involved in the programme for stu-
dents nominated by the Governments of countries in Asia, Africa and the Caribbean
included in the Colombo Plan and other aid programmes.

DENMARK

RESOLUTION ADOPTED AT COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT!S CONGRESS

Tt was reported in the I.C.A., Cooperative Wholesale Committee!s (C.W.C.) In-
formation Exchange Service of the 10th of this month that, at the first Congress of
the Danish Cooperative Movement, held in Copenhagen from November 30th to December
2nd, in accordance with the 1963 rules of the Danish Cooperative Wholesale Society
(FDB), an important resolution for the future was adopted.

Regarding the future tasks of the cooperative societies, the resolution states
that "the coordination into Co-<op Denmark is definitely approved as a goal and all
the decisions and dispositions are to be adjusted accordingly already at tlis atage.
Futhermore, the retail societies shall be affiliated, on the broadest possible scale,
to the voluntary chain or be united with the biggest Danish Cooperative Society !HB',
while the Wholesale Society FDB and the Retail Society HB make agreements regarding
a sultable division of work with a view to the coordination into Co-op Denmark,"

The Congress requested the Government to change the shop hours taking into
consideration the consumers! working hours and family circumstances.

COOPERATIVE WOMEN!S GUILD REPLACED BY NEW COMMITTEE

Information has been received at the I.C.A, Headquarters from the Secretary
of the Danish Cooperative Wholesale Society (FDB) that the Cooperative Women's Guild
in Denmark had decided to discontinue its activities and that these will be taken
over by the recently established Danish Cooperative Housewives'! Committee which,
therefore, replaces the Guild, A statement to that effect, dated November lst, 1965,
had been sent to various cooperative women's organisations in Europe,

Taking over from the former Chairman of the Guild, Mrs, Carla Poulsen, as
Chairman of the new Committee is Mrs, Karen Appelt, who is the Danish representative
on the I,C.A, Women Cooperators! Advisory Council, The Danish Cooperative House-
wives! Committee, located at FDB, Roskildevej 65, Albertslund, is represented on

the Danish Government Home Economic Council and the non-governmental Consumer
Council,

FORTTETH ANNIVERSARY OF COOPERATIVE BANK

On December lst forty years ago, Andelsbanken, the Cooperative Bank was opened
under the title of Dansk Andels- og Folkebank (Danish Trading and People!s Bank).

Although its 25th anniversary was celebrated with the publication of a magni-
fieent book, the bank!s leaders wished the LOth anniversary to pass quietly, Only
in those hranches which had actually been in existence for that length of time -
Vejle, Alborg and Silkeborg, as well as the Head Office in Axelborg, Copenhagen -
was the birthday marked by a gathering of the personnels

There is, nevertheless, good reason to look back over the forty years and
for gratitude in remembering the people who, soon after the first Cooperative Bank
collapsed, saw the need to open a new one, They found capable leaders and staff,
and now the Cooperative Bank is a strong and influential factor which strengthens
and protects the economic democracy in Denmark ~ a proof that they were right in
thelr enterprise,
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FRANCE

NEW HOTEL BUILT BY WORKERS! PRODUCTIVE COOPERATIVE

The paper "La Coopération de Production' of November 1965 of the General
Confederation of the Workers! Productive Cooperative Societies reported that the
"Hilton of Orly", the first hotel built in the Paris area (near the airport) since
over 35 years, waa officially inaugurated on October 29th, but had already been in
operation for several months,

The American Hilton Company, which owns or manages more than eighty hotels
throughout the world, entrusted the bullding of the modern hotel with every facility
for comfort and a total space of 11,000 square metres for rooms as well as 7,000
square metres for restaurants, bars, conference and ball-rooms, kitchens, etc., and
baserents, to the Workers! Productive Cooperative "L'Hirondelle" in Paris, Using
the most modern techniques with great efficiency and overcoming all difficulties
involved in the building of a hotel of this size and class, L'Hirondelle has achieved
a new greabt success in its activities,

GREAT BRITAIN

DEATH OF COOPERATIVE LECTURER

The sudden death at the age of 58 of Mr. Charles Ernest Lanadell, lecturer
at the C.W.,S. London Countercraft Centre for the last four years, had been announced.
While serving as a trade research officer of the C.W.S. Market Research Department
in the London and Northampton areas, Mr, Lansdell was well known to southern socie-
ties as a lecturer om trade subjects. He was a former member of the Ipswich Society's
Management Committee and served on one of the London Society!s district committees
and as Vice~Chairman of its members! Association,

On two occasions, Mr, Lansdell!s services were made available to the United
Nations for advisory missions under its Technical Assistance Scheme,

COOPERATIVE YOUTH IN ACTION AGAINST HUNGER

In an article on this subject which appeared in the November 1965 issue of
the "Cooperative Review", the official journal of the Cooperative Union Ltd.,  the
National Youth Officer, Mrs, R. ilongredien, reviewed in the context of international
youth action that taken By the British Cooperative Youth Movement on the "Youth
against Hunger Appeal" launched in the autumn by the FAO as part of the World Free-
dom from Hunger Campaign,

*We take this opportunity of notifying readers of the decision made at the last
Congress of the Cooperative Union that, with the December 1965 issue, the "Coopera-
tive Review" is being discontinued as a separate publication, It will be published,
however, once a month from January 1966 onwards within the pages of the "Coopera-
tive News" as a distinctive and independent section,



The British Cooperative Movement, said Mrs, Mongredlen, had always understood
and advocated that the peace and happlness of mankind was conditional upon inter-
national cooperation and, in calling on the cooperative youth to support whole-
heartedly the Appeal, the latter was offered the opportunity of giving practical
expression to the cooperative principles of mutual aid and international brother-
hood, The Appeal had been adopted as the theme of the year for the Movement's
youth club programmes on a national scale and, in order to make the young club
members understand the problems facing the developing countries, they were invited
to choose any one of these and make a detailed study of the prevailing economic,
historic and geographical conditions and of the people and the cooperatives there,
National competitions were to be held for handbook and wall chart work depicting
these aspects of the life of the country as well as a national public speaking
competition on the same theme, the finals of which were to take place at the annual
national conference of youth club members, Cooperative Youth Movement groups had
also been asked to take positive action by raising money which would go to a fund
assisting young cooperative volunteers to work in developing countries for about
one years

Mrs. Mongredien recalled in this connection that the Cooperative Youth Move~
ment had, during the pasttwo years, prepared the training ground in its work camps
in Brltaln and overseas (for reports on these, see our News Service issues for
September 196l and 1965), from which it was hoped to recruit members for further
training which would equip them for voluntary cooperative service in the developing
countries, The Movement aimed at sending a small team of such present and past
members to one of these countries by the autumn of 1966, provided a suitable pro~
ject was found, as the culmination of British efforts in support of the "Youth
against Hunger Appeal'.

In Mrs, Mongredients words, this was the first occasion to her knowledge on
which the cooperative youth throughout the world had been called upon to link to-
gether in joint action, and here was an appeal that could unite them in action for
a comron idanl, |

SWEDEN

FIFTY YEARS OF CO-~OP STOCKHOIM

Konsum (Co-op) Stockholm - the cooperative society with a turnover of more
than 900 million Swedish crowns per year, according to the I.C.A. Cooperative Whole~
sale Committee!s Information Exchange Service of the 10th of this month - is cele-
brating its fiftieth anniversary with a jubilee programme extending from October
this year to April next year, each month providing a special topic. In October,
the programme was initiated with the distribution of a placard indicating 57 espe-
cially advantageous offers of various kinds ~ 50 for the Konsum'!s age and 7 for
the number of the jubilee months ~ to all 220,000 members, For the final pro-
grarmme in April, the big ice stadium at Stockholm has been rented for the purpose
of entartalnlng 8,000 member families at each performance,

SWITZERLAND
LUCERNE COOPERATIVE SOCIETY'S 75TH ANNIVERSARY

On October 9th, 1965, cooperatars in Lucerne, together with a great number
of guests,celebrated the 75th anniversary of their Cooperative Society. Thirty-
nine years after the foundation of the first Swiss Consumer Cooperative, the rail-
way and post-office personnel of Iucerne got together in 1890 to launch the first
cooperative shop there, followed only one year later by the opening of three others
yielding a turnover totalling 230,000 Swiss francsa.
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In 1915, the Lucerne Consumer Cooperative Society had 12,000 members and 33
stores, When the Society celebrated its 50th anniversary, the number of stores had
increased to 51, and since then expansion was rapld, A new bakery was opened in
1958 and the first supermarket operated in 1962 with the idea of "bringing every-
thing under one roof", At present, the Society's reported turnover of 58 stores
(13 or which have self-service) amounts to 33,341,000 francs, S

UuSela

COOPERATIVE HELP GIVEN TO THIRTY-NINE NATIONS

United States cooperatives, in partnership with the Agency for International
Development (AID), were helping to develop cuoperatives in 39 countries, according
to a report in the "Cooperative Consumer! of September 30th, 1965, issued in Kansas
City, Mo,

The AID-supported cooperative projects for this year involved $7.5 million
for technical assistance and $56 million for direct foreign assistance loans. In
addition, U.S. cooperatives spent the equivalent of ab'ut $1 million of their own
resources,

Examples of such projects are, for instance, the assistance given in organising
1,700 credit unions with 500,000 members and establishing 88 savings and loan associa-
tions in Latin America, Tn the first case, families saved $2L.6 million and loaned
a total of $0 million to each other, and $25 in new capital has been developed
for each §1 of technical assistance; in the secord case, the savings of 300,000
fanilies have provided $81,5 million and financed about 32,000 new homes, Another
assistance project was the organisation of a central finance instituiion, the Inter-
American Cooperative Finance Institute, and of cooperative banks in Argentina, Chile,
Ecuador and Nepal, To develop markets abroad for Indian and peasant artisans in
Bolivia, Colomkia, Ecuador and Peru, an artisan handicraft project has been insti-
tuted, with the result of $1 million sales during the first year and the aim of
reaching $10 million annmually within five years,.

In other fields, training of young Latin American farmers in agriculture,
cooperatives and community life has been provided on farms in the United States,
and classes and training programmes were organised in various countries. In Chile,
Ecuador,. Nicaragua and Venezuela, electric cooperatives have been formed or expanded,
and similar projects in Colombia and Costa Rica as well as a feasibility survey for
pilot installations in Vietnam are under way, Loan commitments for all rural elec-
tric cooperative developments are $il million,

COOPERATIVE LEAGUE OFFICIAT, HEADING 1966 TOUR TO EUROPE

Mr, Dwight Townsend, Head of the office of the Cooperative League of the U.S.A.
in Washington and a member of the I.C.A. Central Committee, will lead about 25 Lea~
gue officials on their two-weeks! tour of some European countries in September 1966,
states the Cooperative News Service of the 7th of this month. The tour will includ.
the I.C.A. Congress in Vienna, Austria, and meetings with cooperative leaders and
visits to cooperatives there, in Berlin, Stockholm and Copenhagen, Some of the par
cipants might extend their stay in Europe by one week and go to Britain touring the
country as well as varlous cooperative societies. Among the different types of co-
operatives to be visited, those dealing with housing will receive special attentic-

Mr, Townsend was Assistant to the Federal Housing Commissioner for “ooporative

Housing from 1955 to 1960, President of the National Asscoiation of Housing Coopera-
tives for three years and is now Chairman of its Board. :
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