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XXVIth Congress in Brief
This issue of the Rmicxc of Itiieniational Co-operation 

is devoted to a shortened version of the 2()th JCA Congress 
held in Paris in 197(t

A fu ll Report of Congress will he published later this year.
The shortened version of the Report teas prepared by 

Ms L. Kent, Information Officer of the ICA.

Opening of Congress

First Session

Tuesday, 28th September 1976 
(morning)

More than four hundred and ninety 
delegates representing 114 organisations 
from 49 countries, and more than 300 
observers and visitors, attended the 
opening of the 26th Congress of the 
Internationa] Co-ojH-rative Alliance held 
at UNESC'O House, l*aris on 'I'nesday, 
28th Septemher, 1976.

Mr KOCKR KKRINIX', President 
of the Alliance, opened the Session and 
extended a welcome to Mr Ciiscard 
D ’Kstaing, President of the P'rench Re
public, members of the P'rench Govern
ment, and other distinguished visitors,

■ delegates to C'ongressand representatives 
of the Ignited Nations and its Agencies, 
of (lovernment Agencies giving support 
to developing countries and from inter
national non-governmental organisa
tions.

Although four previous Congresses 
liad been held in Paris, this was the first 
time that the opening of Congress had 
been honoured by the attendance of the 
President of France.

In introducing Mr A.-M. M ’Bow,

Director Cieneral of UNIiSCO, Mr 
Kerinee expressed the tiianks of the 
International Co-operative Alliance to 
UNKSCO for their kindness in allowing 
the C'ongress to be held at UNP-SCt) 
House.

W elcom e by Director-General o f  
UNESCO

In welcoming tiie distinguished guests 
and delegates to Paris, Mr M ’HOW said 
that this C'ongress would be of special 
iinportaiK'e as it would give the Alliance 
the means of furthering the ('o-operati\f 
Development Decade. 'J'his would have 
considerable influence throughout tin- 
world, and it would be followed witli 
g reat in te re s t by U N liSC 'O . I 'o r 
l^NKSCO it was true, as (or all other 
agencies of the I ’nited Nations, that 
('o-operation was not only a means to 
action but the stimulus for that action.

It was true to say that the road which 
led to understanding between all peoples 
and to the fair sharing of the fruits of 
progress between all people was still 
strewn with obstacles. Despite the 
efforts made armed conflicts had never 
ceased for one day. Despite the progress 
towards decolonisation, many people
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still lived under the yoke of colonialism. 
Despite all efforts made in developing 
the world economy hundreds of millions 
of people still had a precarious existence. 
Despite the developments in education, 
hundreds of millions of people did not yet 
know how to read and write. When one 
considered the enormous financial and 
scientific resources and human efTorts 
devoted to the means of destruction, 
those concerned were right to be pessi
mistic.

The presence of so many co-operative 
leaders however, show’ed that they were 
not victims of pessimism, 'riicy realised 
how great the difficulties were but they 
were confident that they could be over
come. They understood that misunder
standing and antagonisms were powerful 
but that they must be overcome through 
Co-operation. This common conviction 
of the ICA and of UNESCO w'as shown 
by the importance the ICA was giving 
to the New International Economic 
Order which the UN is supporting.

Justice demanded that tlje increjjsing 
inequiilitic.s which were a cot^stant 
threat to peace l>c removed. It was in 
everyone’s interest that all should bene
fit from the solution of economic prob
lems and the achievement of general 

‘social well-being. No task in the world 
today was more Jirgent than the need for 
solidarity in all branches of human 
activity.

Since 1961 when the ICA had received 
consultative status with UNESCO use
ful collaboration had been developed 
between the two organisations. The ICA 
had been represented at Sessions of the 
General Conference of UNESCO and 
had participated in consultations and 
meetings of technical experts. The work 
carried out in collaboration with

UNESCO had been most effective in the 
field of adult education, in the training 
of co-operators and particularly in the 
important field of literacy.

Mr M’Bow extended his warmest 
wishes for the success of the work of the 
26th Congress of the ICA and expressed 
the hope that the spirit of mutual re
spect, understanding and social justice, 
which characterised co-operative action, 
would make a lasting contribution to
wards peace amongst the people of the 
world.

The President’s Inaugural Address
In his address, M r R. KERINEC 

stres.sed that the purpose of the Con- 
gre.ss was not to examine the past, but to 
plan the future work of the KW and to 
investigate how to promote further col
laboration between co-opcratives in all 
fields of activity. 'I'hese two themes were 
to form the major part of ('ongress dis
cussions.

'I'he I’residrnt drew attei\tion to the 
cotulitions under which the co-operative 
movenu-nl coulii make a contribulion 
towards a world that was more etjiiitable, 
because C'o-operation was bascvl on 
solidarity and participation. 'I'lie fir^t 
co-operatives were created as a reaction 
against privaie profiti ering. Co-oper
atives had always preferred the virtues of 
working together to the athletic joys of 
battling for life.

In 1S95, when co-operators slnmed 
the importance they placed on relations 
between people, they established the 
International Co-operative Alliance, 
which today was one of the oldest and 
most powerful international no/i-govern- 
mental organisations. Since those davs, 
co-operators had forged links across 
borders that surpassed the level of good
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will and good intentions. These links had 
allowed them to exchange experiences 
and to undertake joint activities in the 
field of production, distribution, housing 
insurance, credit, banking, petroleum 
products, agriculture, fisheries and other 
fields. Today co-operators were in
volved in issues such as food and energy 
resources, the dangers that menace the 
environment and the health of the peop le 
of the world. This did not mean that 
Co-operation alone was an infallible 
solution to these problems, but it did 
mean that it could make a unique contri
bution to the solution of these problems.

M r Kerinec expressed the hope that 
co-operatives would in future provide 
more striking evidence that they had the 
capacity to undertake on a worldwide 
level actions of such range as to demon
strate another method of managing 
matters, another way of tackling prob
lems than those which were today 
practised by gigantic national or multi
national private enterprises whose in
terests did not always coincide with tho.se 
of the people.

This appeared to be particularly rele
vant to aid to developing countries, the 
most serious problem of them all. Every
body recognised that the gap between 
the rich and the poor countries was 
widening, particularly as regards the 
least developed countries. The inter
national community was sinking into 
what the President of the French Re
public had described at an UNCTAD 
meeting, as “a sort of placid resignation” . 
The people of the so-called rich coun
tries were losing interest in development 
aid because they felt that it did not 
achieve its objectives.

The need for a New International 
Economic Order was now recognised by

most nations and the outlines of this now 
Order were beginning to be perceived. 
It was now a question of developing a 
strategy for all countries for basing the 
growth of a country on the satisfaction 
of the needs of its people and of helping 
people to help themselves. These were 
ideas which bad long been advocated and 
the ICA had been promoting, particular
ly through the work of its Regional 
Offices in Asia and Africa.

M r Kerinec stressed that these were 
ideas for which the co-operative move
ment would be prepared to work, but 
only on certain conditions and he under
lined the fact that co-operatives were not 
a panacea or a miracle solution to the 
problems of poor countries. There had 
been failures by co-operatives in d e 
veloping countries, and the ICA and its 
member organisations had to ask thein- 
selves whether they had not at times been 
somewhat over-hasty in promoting the 
growth of co-operatives, without assur
ing themselves that such co-operatives 
were viable. Failures by co-operatives 
were not always attributable to their own 
actions, but to the fact tiiat conditions 
needed for success had not been met. 
The first condition was that elfo rt.s  de
ployed by co-operatives must form part 
of an overall development strateg)-.

It was also necessary—and this was 
the second condition—for governments 
to consider Co-operation as a true instru
ment for social change and not as a means 
of helping the stronger sections of the 
community to help themselves. In order 
to be successful, co-operatives had to be 
inspired and wanted by the people and 
not only by a few officials.

Far too many governments were using 
co-operatives for their own ends. A 
number of co-operative movements had
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been dissolved or nationalised—cither Mr Kcrincc then callcd on the Prcsi-
when they had failed or when they had dent of the French Republic to address
succeeded too well. It was tempting to Congress.
take over co-operative banks, co-oper- M r V A L E R Y  G I S C A R D
ative insurance societies, credit unions d ’ESTAING said he was pleased to ac-
and others oncc they had accumulated ccpt the invitation extended to him by
considerable funds. However, govern- the President oftheICA to participate in
mcnts had a role to play, particularly in the opening of the 26th Congress, bc-
developing countries, in assisting new cause he regarded the International Co-
co-operatives in order to ensure that operative Alliance as one of those organi-
they were run efficiently. But govern- sations which could make a contribution
ments must be told that co-operatives towards the search for a New Inter-
could not be imposed on people, and national Economic Order. This ambition
that in order to be efficient, co-opcratives was within the resources of the Alliance
had to be lived by the people themselves, which proclaimed with legitimate pride
It wah only under these conditions that the federal power of 326 million co
co-operatives could in complete inde- operators from 65 countries,
pendence, make a contribution to an For the fifth time in its history the 
economic and cultural evolution with- ICA had decided to carry out its work in
out social disintegration, develop self- Paris, under French chairmanship and
confidence amongst co-operators, and at the Palace of UNESCO. He wanted
mobilise the energies of the people to address to each person attending Con-
necessary to develop joint action for the gress a personal welcome and to wish all
benefit of the community. delegates a pleasant .stay in the French

The I’resident reminded Congress capital which hnd at all times sought to
that the Alliance had succeeded in sur- provide welcon^ing shores for itleas of
mounting all the crisi*s this century had Ininiaii progress.
known, .sometimes narrowly avoiding J lis sjH-ech would not only be that of a 
splits and divisions. This he attributed host greeting visitors, but as a lleail of
to the fact, that the ICA did not bring State, as President of the I'rench Re-
together representatives of governments, public, who wanted to call on the Inter-
but representatives of the millions of national Co-operative Alliance to make
men and women who had chosen Co- its contribution towards the solution of
operation as a way of life. Its permanence the problems of today -a contribution
was also due to the efforts that had been which could have a twofold nature: at
made within the Alliance to understand the national level, to provide an example
one another by accepting the rights of for economic and social progress; at tlie
others to be different and thus building international level, to act as a privileged
something together because of the shared instrument for development,
belief in the virtues of the co-operative At the national level, thought was 
form of organisation—one of the rare being given in a large number of coun
systems that sacrified neither freedom tries to findingabettercontent to working
nor social justice to economic or tech- life, and to turning enterprises into real
nological progress. human communities. Each country had
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A t  the openiun o f  ('oiif;r<ss— M r  Valery (jiscard d'Ksteiiiif', Presuiriil of I'raucr, M r  Jioger 
K erim r, K ' A  PresitlnH, aii<l M r  A . - M .  M 'l io t f ,  Dlnrli>r-(Jciiir/il of I ' \ K S ( '< )

its own specific methods and it would be 
naive to believe that any example could 
be automatically exjwrted from one 
nation to another. And it would be 
equally naive to think that it was possible 
to invent an abstract formula, based on 
principles and not on reality.

In this connection, the co-operative 
movement presented two distinguishing 
features: first, it existed; and secondly, 
it existed nearly evervwhere. Co-oper
ative enterprises were usually born 
through local initiatives and in general 
preserved human dimensions, thus con

stituting efficient centres of resistance 
against the exodus of workers and the 
devitalising of rural areas. As they were 
neither branches nor subsidiaries of 
national or multinational groups, they 
also had a genuine autonomy of manage
ment. 'rh e  co-operative system w'as thus 
the opposite of centralisation and bur
eaucracy. At a time when it was prevalent 
for men to try to unload their respon
sibilities on others, the co-operativc 
movement offered a positive concept of 
responsibility.

As he had mentioned before, the Co
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operative Movement existed nearly 
everywhere—in the East as well as in the 
West. This was a matter of basic philo
sophy concerning its economic and busi
ness activities, free from any particular 
political or ideological dependence. It 
was therefore clearly distinct both from 
capitalist enterprise and from a collective 
enterprise, from the liberal economic 
system and the centralised economic 
system. This fact arose without doubt 
from the remarkable independence which 
the co-operative movement had always 
demonstrated and which would remain 
the mainspring for its inspiration in the 
future.

Speaking of the contribution which 
Co-operation could make towards the 
problem of development, the President 
of the French Republic referred to the 
initiative taken by the French Govern
ment in creating the North-South Con
ference which was at that very moment 
continuing its researches and prepara
tions into a New International Economic 
Order. Every country must feel that such 
an economic order should be brought 
about through discussion and joint 
planning between countries and not 
through forcibly imposed relationships.

In his view the co-operative model 
neemed to respond well to the aspirations 
of many developing countries. 'I'he 
co-operative system demanded of its 
members the willingness to act by 
themselves, for themselves. It took for 
granted an enterprising spirit. It was up 
to the Congress to delineate the neces
sary principles of action, so that the co
operative movement could develop in 
those countries without succumbing to 
the dangers which existed of these 
movements being taken over or being 
centralised by bureaucracy. Thus the

content of the Executive Conunittee’s 
decision to make 1970-1980 the “ Co
operative Development Decade” would 
be reinforced. The lines of action that 
needed to be defined would naturally 
follow the course drawn up by the 1974 
United Nations General Assembly cal
ling upon Governments to establish a 
New International Economic Order.

The ICA had set up Regional Offices 
in New Delhi and Moshi which were 
working efTectively to assist co-operative 
movements in Asia and Africa. The 
efficiency of this action had been achieved 
through a rapprochement between co
operative bodies and governments.

Governments generally provided as
sistance to developing countries, hut it 
was becoming more and more apparent 
that aid, without sufficient local partici
pation, without being part of the econ
omy of the particular country, was not 
achieving its aim. 'I'o improve the quality 
of their assistance donor governments 
would have to improve the systems of 
information, preparation and transfer in 
order to pnn idc the re.sojirco w hit li 
truly corresponded to the real neeiis of 
the countries concerned. It would In- 
po.ssibk- to include co-operatives a- 
mongst ti>eni as had been shown bv 
technical a.s.sistance given by several 
European countries in collaboration with 
the ICA. Inordertousetheco-opi rativc 
channel it must be assumed that each 
government recognised the importance 
of the co-operative sector, by eneouraf;- 
ing its development and he assured 
Congress that France would do this.

In the recent proposal for reform of 
industry, measures favouring tiie co
operative sector had been included. A 
Bill was in preparation for submission 
to the French Parliament to facilitate fht-
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development of workers’ productive 
co-opcrativcs and to increase the parti
cipation of workers in the management 
of their enterprise.

Governments had to be prepared to 
use the international co-operative net
work, without impairing its liberty, to 
distribute or receive development aid. 
France was disposed to do this, and 
would so do as soon as the co-operative 
movement was sufficiently organised at 
international level to offer the necessar)' 
guarantees of effectiveness. This Con
gress could be the occasion for reflection 
and u.seful proposals on this theme.

W elcome on behalf o f the French 
Co-operative M ovement

In his address of welcome on behalf of 
the French Co-operative Movement, 
Mr A. ANTONI pointed out that since 
the establishment of the ICA four 
Congresses had been held in Paris. The 
fir.st one in 1S96 when the ICA was very 
new, in' 1900 when co-operators de
clared their hopes at the time of the 
(ireat World lixhibitioii in I*aris, and in 

at a time when the world was over
shadowed by the threat of war; and in 
1954 when Marcel Hrot appealed to all 
co-operators for their work to be a true 
.witness to the will of all nations and 
ideologies to show that people could 
really co-operate and organise them
selves in the interests of peace.

Of all the international non-govern
mental organisations the ICA was the 
only one which had survived the two 
World Wars and also the Cold War. This 
was proof of the will of co-operators to 
stand together. Co-operation had spread 
throughout the world. It had become a 
means by which men and women were 
able to change their economic circum

stances, could act together to establish a 
more equitable society and could prevent 
the strong exploiting the weaker section 
of the population.

Organisations in membership with 
the ICA represented various types of 
co-operative activity. It was important 
to support each sector of co-operative 
activity and to encourage each member 
to play a full part in the working of the 
co-operative movement.

Distinguished Guests and Fraternal 
Delegates

The President introduced the dis
tinguished guests and fraternal dele
gates. The gue.sts of the Alliance were 
Dr M. Bonow (former President < i the 
Alliance) and Mrs Uonow and the guests 
of the French co-operative movement 
were Mr W*. P. W'atkins (former Director 
of the ICA) and Mrs Watkins.

'Phe United Nations and their -Agen
cies were represented bv Mr 11. Morsink 
(I'N), Mr A. M. M ’How, Mr Rigaud 
and -Mr (jauditi (I - \ ’IvS(’( )), Mr I'rancis 
Hlaneiiard and Mr Kayniomi Louis 
(li.O), Mr K. A. 1\ Stevenson and Mr 
X. Newiger (h'AO), Mr A. Krasnov 
(l'N (''i'A D ), Mr A. F. Saenger and .Mr 
M. Janjic (CNIDO).

National technical assistance agencies 
supporting co-operative development 
in the 'Phird World were represented at 
Congre.ss by Mr K. Lund-jen.sen and 
Mr G. Lcmke from the Danish Inter
national Development Agency (DAN- 
IDA): Mr A. Arnsen from the Nor
wegian In te rna tional D evelopm ent 
Agency (NORAD) and Mr S. Pellback 
from the Swedish International De
velopment Authority (SIDA). The de
veloping countries were represented by 
Mr A. C. George, Minister of State for
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Cooperation (India) and Mr A. U. A. 
Mutaiiab, Federal Commissioner for 
Cooperatives and Supply (Nigeria).

Tlie International non-govemmental 
organisations were represented by Mr
A. A. Bailey of the World Council of 
Credit Unions; Mr T. Sidibe and Mr R. 
Hewlett of the Joint Committee for the 
Promotion of Aid to Cooperatives 
(COPAC); Dr M. Cracknell of the 
International Federation of Agricultural 
Producers (IFAP): Mr R. Romieu of the 
International Organisation of Consum
ers’ Unions (lOCU); Mr A. Van Hulle 
of La Comite Generate de la Cooperation 
Agricole de la Conununit^ Economique 
Europ^en (COGECA); Mr E. Horii of 
the International Confederation of 
Free Trade Unions and Mr G. Spallone 
and Mr A. Schdne of EURO-COOP.

Fraternal delegates included repre
sentatives of French co-operatives not in 
membership with the ICA, French Civil 
Servants, Academics and representatives 
of the French Trade Unions.

In introducing Mr Blanchard, Direc
tor-General of the ILO, the President 
drew the attention of Congress to the 

Kfdtsbetween the ICA and the ILO 
whtdi existed for weH over 50 years 

Mr FRANCIS BLANCHARD re
funded Congms WM Mr Albert 

lim  J^teetor  of the Inter- 
luiiaoiud Labour Oifiee, had given 
ft impetus to  xttdbboration

rftliwement and 
>nisati(m. 
perceived 

virtues, 
t which 

Miecessary 
person- 

r  collective 
4iiociation can

serve as a model for the union of our rest
less and divided nations, and for the 
building of a single economy in which 

’ the conditions for the development of 
each will depend on the safetj’ of all”.

As early as 1921, when Mr Thomas 
was a nnembcr of the ICA Central 
Committee for a year, he had established 
links between the ICA and the Inter
national Labour Office, within which he 
had already set up a co-operative branch 
in 1920.

It was well known that the aspirations 
of the Alliance towards international Co
operation manifested themselves at a 
very early stage. Co-operators soon felt 
the need for what had been termed 
“collaboration between co-operatives”. 
It was therefore hardly surprising that 
relations between the Alliance and the 
ILO,fi)ased on this principle had become 
very fruitful.

Mr Blanchard stre.ssed that he greatly 
valued the collaboration between the 
two organisations and that he hoped to 
see it develop further.

Joint action covered a vast Ijeld aiui 
extended in many directions. At the 
present time voices were Inring in
creasingly raised in favour of the 
establishment of a New International 
Economic Order. In this context the ILO 
h«l convened a World- Employment 
Conference in June 1976, at which the 
Government, Workers’ and Empbyers' 
delegates of its 132 member States had 
stressed the imperative necessity of 
satis^ng the basic needs of the pooRst 
population poups. The Conferoice had 
recalled tluR mass poverty, particulviy 
in the developing countries, was tlwr 
mi^|»roM eni<tftM si^. Itliad«peMed 
thirt tfiM ntustkm oouM not fee napfovtil 
without major changes in the economic
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system. It had further stressed that the Long-Term Plan. In order that this col-
present situation could not be improved laboration should be etTcciivc, it should
unless profound transformations took, not be limited to fiarnjoiiising the two
place in economic relationships, and had programmes, but it should also be insti-
afiirmed that the purpose of such tutionally strengthened using the means
economic changes should be to trans- which were at the dis|>o?al of both
form the social situation of the workers, organisations.
The Conference had emphasised that if The work of the various committees 
attempts to achieve this were to fail, the in the two organisations would gain from
outlook for the future of mankind as a being better co-ordinated at the national
whole would be very bleak. level at a time when decentralisation of

Faced with such a challenge and with ILO activities was one of its major prc-
an undertaking of this magnitude, co- occupations. It would be most useful if
operatives had an important and well- co-operators could organise themselves
defined role to play if, as Albert Thomas in such a way as to make know n their
had said, it was true that Co-operation views systematically to the three ILO

■ was “the pre-condition for a national and constituents: governments, workers and
international economy organised not employers. It would be advisable in this
with a view to profit but with a view to the respect if co-operators could group
satisfaction of needs”. themselves into national committees to

Their hope that the co-operative ’act as spokesmen. This would ensure 
movement might take this path was the that the concerns of the co-operative
more justified in that the concepts which movement would be more faithfully
inspired the commission set up to re- reflected within the ILO.
formulate co-operative principles might Although the group of consultants on
perfectly well be applied to the establish- Co-operation had now been set up,
ment of a New World Order. The World closer links might be maintained be-
Employment Conference had stressed tween some of the IC.A au.xiliary com-
die role that co-opcratives might play mittees and the various committees of
in this respect. the ILO. The Alliance might make

One of the many tasks before the ICA fuller use of the possibilities oiTered by
Congress was that of fixing the Alliance the full consultative status which the
work programme for 1977-1980. The ILO granted only to five major inter-
Long-Tenn Plan of the ILO covered national occupational associations,
almost the same period which was of Only constant day-to-day coUabor-
some significance. The projected activi- ation could, however, produce concrete
ties of the ILO had been grouped around results. There were three fields in which
a number of areas of main emphasis such collaboration could be intensified:
which were closely rdated to the con- standard-setting activities, research and
cems of the ICA: mass poverty, employ- technical assistance. The ILO standard-
ment and training; industrial rebtions, setting activities went beyond the purely
social security and human rights. In co-operative framework to cover Con-
determining the scope of activities of the ventions and Recommendations relating
ICA account should be taken of the ILO to different aspects of man’s worit, and it
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The IC A  President sif'tiitif; the l-'isilors' Jiouk at the Paris 'Toii'it Halt

also draftftl texts which were of conccrn 
to the great majority of co-operators. If 
the efforts of co-operators in the field of 

. research were to take the concrete form 
of a world co-operative university, the 
ILO  would welcome its creation. In the 
field of technical assistance, the need to 
avoid overlapjiinp or dispersal was great 
since resources were far from adequate 
to meet the considerable needs.

M r Blanchard exprt*sscd the hope that 
the work of the Congress might enable 
delegates to formulate and implement a 
plan of action which would strengthen 
the special links which history had 
forged within the Alliance and the ILO,

so as to build a more just World Order. 
Other specialised agencies of the I 'nitcd 
Nations carried on important activities 
in the field of co-operatives. 'I'his was 
particularly the case with the I'nited 
Nations itself, l*'AO, UNIDO and 
UNKSCO. They, like the ILO. would 
like to strengthen their ties with the 
Alliance. Permanent access by the K'A 
to each of these organisations at the 
highest level was facilitated by the 
existence of the Joint Committee for the 
Promotion of Aid to Co-operatives 
(COPAC). It would thus be a relatively 
simple matter for the ICA to harmonise 
its programmes with those of the I'nitcd
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Nations agcncics and to co-opcratc even' 
more closely with them in the fields of 
standard-setting, research and technical 
assistance. By making a wider and more 
systematic use of the facilities offered by 
these organisations, the ICA would 
always find them ready to offer it their
services.

Congress Committee
Congress approved the appointment 

of the following as members of the 
Congress Committee, in addition to the 
President and two Vice-Presidents: Mr R.

Dompcr(Peru), M r’1'. Janczyk(Poland), 
Mr M. Marik (Czechoslovakia), Mr \V.
B. Melvin (Canada), Mrs S. Raikkoncn 
(Finland) and Mr R. G. Tiwari (India).

Tellers
Congress agreed to appoint the 

following as Tellers: Mr Y. Daneau 
(Canada), M r M. Eshref (Cyprus), 
Dr W. Kellerhals (Switzerland),M r B. 
Khvostov (USSR), Mr J. J. Musundi 
(Kenya), Dr L. Schujman (Argentina). 
Mr J. Sobieszczanski (Poland) and 
Mr L. Wilkinson (United Kingdom).

Report of the Central Committee
The debate was introduced by the 

Director, Dr S. K. SAXENA, who 
pointed out that the activities of the 
Alliance derived their rclevance from 
the objects laid down in Article 3 of the 
Statutes of the Alliance.

During the period under review 
membership of the Alliance had some
what increased. Resolutions adopted by 
the Congress held in Warsaw in 1972 had 
been implemented by member organisa
tions in various ways. I 'he  new formula 
for subscriptions adopted at Warsaw had 
been considered to provide for a normal 
rate of inflation to allow the ICA to carry 
on its activities; however, the high rate 
of inflation and the declining value of 
the pound sterling had created a rather 
serious situation for the ICA.

The core of the technical work 
carried out by the ICA was described in 
the Report under publication and infor
mation services, education, library, re
search, activities relevant to women and 
youth, work in developing countries and 
technical assistance mainly through the

ICA Regional Offices, relations with ilu- 
United Nations and NGOs, and thi 
work of the auxiliary committees.

An assessment of the Regional Offici 
for South-East Asia had been carried out 
by an international team in 1974 which 
suggested a more s|H‘ciali.sed orit-ntanoii 
to seminars an<i conferences organiMii 
by the Regional Oflice. Incriasiiij; at
tention was being given to creating tulii 
projects, which were niethodologicallv 
innovative. In Ivast and C'entral .Africa 
there was evidence of an encouraging 
involvement of member organisations 
and auxiliary committees in providing 
technical support to the Regional Office 
in Moshi. In West Africa someuhat 
isolated activities carried out sincc ttu- 
last Congress were now tendinp to 
assume some coherence and had raised 
in the ICA Executive Committee dis
cussions on the need for co-ordinated 
long-term action in that part of the world 
In Latin America, the ICA worked 
mainly through the Organization of 
Co-operatives of America and the I j t in
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American Institute for Co-operative 
Integration, although more sustained 
action was yet to be developed.

The ICA continued to enjoy with the 
United Nations and its specialised 
agencies and regional commissions a 
continuing dialogue at various levels. 
Discussion had ranged around subjects 
of immediate and direct relevance to 
co-operators to more remote areas 
where the Alliance helped in the creation 
of a climate of opinion favourable to the 
work of the United Nations.

The Alliance had also been active in 
its relations with other organisations 
concerned with the promotion of co
operatives.

As far as the auxiliary committees 
were concerned, two new committees had 
been set up since the last Congress, 
namely the Organisation for Co-oper
ative Consumer Policy and the Women’s 
Auxiliary Committee (formerly the Wo
men Co-operators’ Advisory Council). 
Imjiortant conferences and meetings 
had been organised, including the first 
OjH-n World Conference on Co-oper
ative Fisheries held in 1975, and several 
specialised groups had been working on 
detailed, technical problems.

'I’he ICA had actively participated in 
*a number of efibrts dealing with 
problems of peace and disarmament, 
subjects which had consistently figured 
at Central Committee meetings and at 
Congresses.

Second Session
Tuesday, 28th September(aftenioon)

Debate on the Report o f  the Central 
Com m ittee

D r P. TONHAUZER, Czechoslo
vakia, pointed out that since the last

Congress capitalist countries had experi
enced growing difficulties, such as 
inflation, rising prices, and unemploy
ment; new countries had become inde
pendent, and people had tried to achieve 
social progress. The work of the Alliance 
had been influenced by these develop
ments, and the authorities of the ICA 
had to make pronouncements on these 
urgent problems. However, positive 
aspects had predominated during this 
period. Good sense had prevailed and 
even in very complex circumstances 
acceptable solutions had been found. 
Unity of action within the Alliance had 
not only been defended but strengthen
ed. Its democratic and progressive 
character bore witness to these positive 
aspects which had become clearer in the 
Alliance during the last few years. This 
favourable situation was due to the fact 
that the ICA and its authorities and also 
the member organisations had really 
understood the nature of their work, 
stressing true collaboration between co
operatives, which would contribiile to 
the successful aceomplishint-nt of future 
tnsks.

Mr S. SULEMi:S()V, Hulnaria, while 
commenting on the expansion of the 
activities of the ICA, expressed his 
regret that the activitks of co-operatives 
in the Socialist countries had not been 
sufficiently reflected in the Report of the 
Central Committee. 'I’he K'.A could 
profit from the experiences of tlu-.se co
operative movements wliicli helped their 
governments as equal partners in the 
development of their countries.

M r T. JANCZYK, Poland, pointed 
out that the activities of the ICA had 
supported the strengthening of peace, 
but there were still dangers which 
threatened peace, such as the competition
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between various countries trying to seize growing danger of war might be elimin-
raw  materials for their own exploitation, ated.
As a real mass movement the co- The Report illustrated the harmful
operative movement could organise and effccts of monopolies on the activities of
mobilise public opinion to demand the co-operatives. The Alliance in collabor-
end of the arms race. Resolutions on ation with other international organisa-
Peace passed by the Central Committee tions had attempted to organise public
had been given publicity in many opinion against monopolies,
countries and co-operators had sup- The ICA had tried to react correctly
ported these Resolutions in many ways, in relation to the various crises which ̂
but greater efforts had to be made in the had arisen in the capitalist countries in
future in trying to defend peace in a recent years. The energy crisis, unem-
more intensive way. ployment and inflation had had a bad-

I„8pitc<.fthepositivir«uI.8inm any movement,
M d s of ICA activities, Mr Jancnk  “" ‘1 *>“'* hampered developments
called for still gteater collaboration " 'e  poorer parts of the world. Co-
between the various ICA authorities, the «I«''»<'''es must work itwre closely
auxiliary committees and w rk ing  par-, “ S '* ''" ' «> '• '«
tiesandforgreatercollaborationbetween monopolies might be fully efrect.ve.
co-operatives and also between the ICA «'>' >»»' >'>' “ f
and the United Nations and its various committees and the Repon-

al Offices, the most important tools of the agencies. ’ /
Alliancc, had grown increasingly. More 

M r A. I. KRASHHNINNIKOV. ,,,ould be done in the future. Specialists
USSR, stated that the 25th Congress .n ^cnts should be
Warsaw had raised and defined a certain strengthen these activities,
number of very unportant,problems a.ul  ̂Vntrosoyus was ready to si.pport the.se
it was now necessarj- to,examine the f,,,,,,,.,.
results which had been aclueved ,n j,, j^.vdoping eoim-
relation to the tasks defined at that
Congress. The Report reflected in an Collaboration luluecn the Alliance
exhaustive and complete way the work Agencies
carried out by the AU.ance durmg these had also considerahly expanded in recent 
four years. years. Co-operator.s had everything to

The last four years had seen consider- gain from such collahoration. 
able changes in the international situ- 'I'heprestigeofthe Alliance was grow-
ation. During this period the ICA took ing every year. 'I'his was because the
a part in supporting the interests of the ICA had shown its ability to change and
people, especially in regard to the to face up to the new problems confront-
Resolution on Peace adopted at the 25th ing the world today.
Congress. But with the mobilisation of Mr M. D. HASANOV, USSR, spoke
the forces of reaction, the ICA had to of the Co-operative Development De-^J 
maintain its efforts to strengthen peace cade and of Centrosoyus’ active partici-
and had to continue to fight so that the pation in the promotion of the Decade.
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The USSR had always tried to expand their continued support during difficuh 
its help to the developing countries in times.
the areasoftrade, technology and science. Mr A. P. KLIMOV, USSR, address-

Massive aid had been given to the ing Congress extended an invitation to
developing countries in training workers hold the 1980 Congress in Moscow,
in the co-operative movement. Aid was Speaking on peace he referred to the 
given on a planned basis which would havoc caused by the First and Second
benefit the countries concerned, taking World Wars. The cost of the Second
into account their future development. World War had been 12 times greater
Other socialist countries had also taken than that of the First World War. With
part in these efforts. In  addition, de- the weapons of destruction available
veloping countries had been helped in today, the continuance of human life on
setting up their own management train- earth was certainly at risk,
ing schemes and technical training for After the Second World War inter
management had also been given, national relations had deteriorated and
Technical colleges and centres for astronomical sums were spent annually
secondary or higher education had been on military budgets in many countries,
set up in developing countries and train- Vast sums of money and vast amounts of
ing programmes for thousands of people energy were spent on the development
had been carried out in the USSR. of new types of arms and on research.

Exchange of experience had also A report published by some scientists
played an important part. 69 developing in the United States dealt with the role
countries had sent delegations to the of armaments in a social context. It
USSR which had been financed by pointed out that “all this military ex-
Centrosoyus. Delegations from Centro- penditurc is contrary to the true interests
soyus had visited developing countries of humanity, the achievement of pe;jce
during the Co-operative Development and security and the happiness of all
Decade. people.”

M r N. COLYMVAS, Greece, ex- Humanity was tired of living under
pressed his pleasure that the Panhellenic the constant threat of atomic warfare.
Confederation of Unions of Agricultural 'I'he reserves of arms and atomic wea-
Co-operatives had once again joined the pons had become gigantic, and stock-
membership of the ICA after an in- piling continued. There were more than
voluntary absence of eight years due to 15 tons of these weapons for every man,
the political situation in Greece. woman and child living in the world

After the re-establishment of de- today. The stock of atomic bombs in
mocracy the co-operative movement Europe alone was sufficient to destroy
initiated elections which reactivated some 10,0(K) towns and cities completely,
co-operatives in Greece and they were New arms were being produced all the
now' able to play their part within the time. More sinister types of weapons
international co-operative movement. were being planned, including biological

M r Colymvas expressed the thanks of warfare. The ecological consequences of
the Greek co-operative movement to the this must be recognised as well as the
ICA and its member organisations for adverse influence on climates which had
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hccn crcatcd by experiments, such as the 
aiming of increasing rainfall in a tropical 
area which had already affected the 
climate. The instability caused by inter
ference with ecological processes could 
have very serious conscquences for 
mankind.

It was the arms race which used up 
material resources which could be used 
for the benefit of humanity. Much more 
could have been done in terms of agri
culture, education, medicine and science 
throughout the world. Such resources 
could have been used to improve the 
economy of the developing world in 
Asia, Africa and Latin America. Better 
results could have been achieved in the 
fight against famine, against illiteracy and 
for better health of the people in the 
Third World.

Mr Klimov called on co-operators 
throughout the world to continue the 
struggle for peace and urged them to 
work for greater understanding between 
peoples. Armaments must be decreased 
throughout the world, so that the world 
may no longer he divided into military 
i>locs. 'I'his was an essential task for all 
co-operators. 'I'his was the only way 
which could bring about social and 
economic welfare in countries through
out the world. 'J'he co-operative move
ment should actively support these basic 
ideals and should do everything in its 
power to try to reach these objectives. 
Co-operators throughout the world 
should do all they could to implement the 
Peace Resolutions of the ICA.

Dr R. V ILSTRU P, USA, pointed to 
the great responsibility and opportunit)- 
for co-operators to chart new’ directions 
for ICA programmes in education, 
leadership, collaboration and trade a- 
mong co-operatives. The growing con

cern over the world’s food and eiurgy 
needs in the future emphasised the vital 
need for immediate co-operative organ
isation and action.

Building new systems of world trade 
among co-operatives was an exciting and 
stimulating idea for co-operative action. 
Early efforts by co-operative leaders had 
demonstrated that it could make a 
significant contribution in food, grain 
and petroleum, as well as consumer 
products. Expanding the joint efforts in 
co-operative trading could lead to an 
essential reduction of duplication and 
increased efficiency in the improved use 
of technical knowledge, facilities and the 
leadership capacity of the co-operative 
movement. The challenge of develop

ing multinational co-operatives was 
recognised. If the cherished idea of 
Co-operation was valid in ser\’ing the 
local, state and national economies it 
must hold the vital key to building a 
strong global economy to iienefit all 
nations anil people.

Dr \ ’ilstruj> then posed the question 
as to what were the com|>onents of in
creasing world trade and co-o|-*eration 
among co-operatives and nations* He 
named the following: first, co-operators 
had to develop mutual confidence, 
respect and knowledge of their capa
bilities and resources; second, they had 
to expand the channels of conimunication 
to exchange ideas and concepts to build 
bridges of understanding; third, they 
needed to search for new ways to har
monise their purposes and objectives; 
fourth, they needed to maximise the 
impact of their limited financial re
sources in global planning; fifth, they 
needed to identify clearly and to articu
late their common areas of interest; 
finally, thev had to minimise their
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cultural diffrrcnccs through the ex
change of technical advancements and 
scientific knowledge which would be 
useful to them all.

M r R. LESKA, Czechoslovakia, sta
ted that the Alliancc had paid a great 
deal of attention to important contem
porary problems—the struggle for peace, 
the development of collaboration be
tween co-operatives, the energy crisis 
and the accomplishments of the tasks of 
the Co-operative Development Decade. 
Many events organised by the ICA 
between the two Congresses had been 
successful, such as the Youth Confer
ence in Moscow and the International 
Co-operative Seminar in Dresden, Ger
man Democratic Republic.

But when speaking of success mention 
had also to be made of the problems 
which had not been resolved and to 
which increased attention had to be paid 
in the future activities of the Alliancc. 
The most important task was to study 
the question of what should be done to 
enlarge the membership and scope of 
member organisations. Another prob
lem which had not been resolved was 
the proper representation in the govern
ing bodies of the Alliancc, membership 
fees, education and management training 
and so,on. A place for the solution of 
these problems should be reserved in 
the long-term programme.

Mr H. W. VVHri'EHKAD, United 
Kingdom, speaking on finance pointed 
out that the achievements of the ICA 
had been constrained by the limitation 
of finance and its dependence on sub
scription income. More money had to 
be made available to reward staffs or 
priority areas would have to be estab
lished paying more money to fewer stafT. 
Unless this problem was faced squarely,

the ine\ ital)Ic dccline in the standard of 
service provided by the Secretariat 
would have its effect on the reputation 
and standing of the Alliance.

The financial problems of the ICA 
could not solely be ascribed to contem
porary inflationary pressures. Those had 
aggravated the situation, but the basic 
problem of adequate finance had existed 
for many years. I ’he ICA was run on a 
shoestring budget. In 1975 the ICA had 
a deficit amounting to 43 per cent of the 
expenditure which had to be covered by 
grants, mainly from Scandinavia. 5.̂  per 
cent of subscription income came from 
seven countries and 30 per cent from 
three countries. I 'he United Kingdom 
alone provided 17 per cent. ’I'hat was 
clearly a very tenuous base on which to 
run an international organisation. An 
improvement in the subscription income 
from the larger subscribers could be 
expected only if the national movenienis 
them.selves considered they were getting 
value for money with regard to the raiipe, 
efiiciency and relevance of I ('A acti\ it ir>.

Mr W hiteliead uiiderlined tlu' I’tiM- 
dent’s earlier remark that the lt '.\  
needed to concern it.self primarily uitli 
matters of relevance and sigiiificaiKe 
to its member organi.sations rather tliaii 
matters of marginal importance. It was 
essential to undertake a careful realistic 
budget exercise for the next five years 
and then to confront the realities of 
that exercise. The ICA should be look
ing for other sources of income. A bold, 
imaginative approach to the formidable 
question of supplementing subscrip
tions income was needed to decreas'e the 
reliance on grants. Another possibility 
would be the field of consultancy, with 
the ICA providing specialist advisory 
services, at least at cost.
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'I’iif crcation of an .-/</ Hoc ('oinniittcc 
to examine the finances of the Alliance 
was to be welcomed.

Mr Whitehead informed Congress 
that the British co-operative movement 
was iioping to increase its contribution 
to the ICA to /:3(),0(K) in 1977.

Professor A. AZIZ, Malaysia, referred

to the fact that most people only canie 
into the co-operative movement oncc 
they had started work. People joined a 
co-operative because they wanted to 
derive some advantages, they wanted 
easy credit or cheap insurance or because 
they wanted to buy consumer goods of 
good quality in the co-operative society
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at reasonable priccs. People in many of 
the developing countries saw co-oper
atives as institutions from-which they 
could get something, but they had a poor 
grasp of the essential spirit, the moral 
and the ideological basis of Co-operation.

Co-operation might be taught in 
schools as is already done in France. 
In most developing countries Co
operation in schools was poorly deve
loped, yet it could be the place to de
monstrate to the future generations that 
co-operators believe in and will practise 
democracy, and that they will try to 
sustain and defend it. If young people 
were taught the principles of Co-oper
ation at school and college they would 
be a strong element in the co-operative 
movement in years to come. They would 
sustain co-operative movements in de
veloping countries because they believed 
in them.

Professor Aziz called for greater 
attention to be given to the teaching of 
Co-operation in schools and colleges.

M r R. L. MAR.VHALL, United 
Kingdom, drew the attention of Con
gress to the agency and project of the 
Co-operative Education Materials Ad
visory Service, addressed especially to 
the developing countries, a project that 
acted as a clearing house for existing 
material relevant in these countries and 
as a production centre for the new 
materials that were needed. He pointed 
out that the project contained an 
identity and characteristics which were 
significant not for the past and not for 
the present, but had a more general 
relevance for the future work of the ICA.

First, identity, in that the work was 
exclusively funded by Sweden. In 
effect, national resources were placed 
at the disposal of an international

agency without national direction, with
out national control. That mixture of 
generosity and self-denial was a charac
teristic w’hich needed to be developed. 
Secondly, there w-as the characteristic 
that it promoted Co-operation not 
merely from the developed to the 
developing countries. It promoted also 
Co-operation among the co-operative 
movements of developed areas because 
in the setting up of devices relevant to 
conditions in the developing countries it 
W'as necessary to draw on the co-opera
tive experience of all the developed 
countries with their diflerent systems 
and conditions, from Co-operatives in 
the capitalist countries, in the Commu
nist countries and the countries witli 
mixed economies. In helping to serve the 
needs of the developing countries, co- 
operators in the developed areas could 
rediscover Co-operation for themselves. 
Finally, there was the characteristic 
that it was a project of specific, limited, 
practical and measureable action. 'I’ljat 
had a great deal to commend it to the 
deliberations of ('oiigress.

Mr I. KKU.MIX, USSR, recalled tin 
resolution condemning the militarv 
junta in Chile pa.ssed in Budapest in 
1973 in which the K'A was asked to do 
its best to helj> human rights in that 
country. 'I’he IC'A had always intt rested 
itself in the fate of the Chilean |H ( )p I e  

and tried to help them in their struggle 
against the military junta.

Fa.scism had at all times acted a^jainst 
the co-operative movement and against 
the interests of co-operators. Since the 
resolution had been adopted the situation 
in Chile had not changed. 'I'he propa
ganda of the junta tried to blazon forth 
the successes of Chile, but these were 
very small. Thousands of people had
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been killed, hundreds of thousands 
thrown into concentration camps and 
there were many children whose parents 
were in prison. This was the true situ
ation and the true progress of the fascist 
regime in Chile. Fascism and repression 
had also taken hold of the co-operative 
movement in Chile. Co-operators could 
not find work, some were thrown into 
prison and others were forced to leave 
their native country.

More and more people were finding 
themselves in considerable economic 
difficulties and repressed by the fascist 
regime. It was vital to support the de
mocratic forces in that country against 
the forces of repression and tyranny. 
Everything had to be done to oppose 
fascism and to restore a fair situation for 
the population of that country.

The Chilean Government had been 
criticised by many governments within 
the United Nations, the ILO and many 
other organisations. Centrosoyus sup
ported this criticism and called upon the 
ICA and the international co-operativc 
movement to adopt a resolution and to 
carry out concrete measures to help the 
democratic and co-operativc forces 
struggling to support the true interests 
of the Chilean people.

■ The PRESI DENT then called for re
ports from the Auxiliary C om m ittees 
to supplement the information given in 
the Report of the Central Committee.

Im ernational Com m ittee on 
A gricultural Co-operation

Dr L. MALFETTANI informed 
Congress that at the meeting of the 
Agricultural Committee in Paris, M r G. 
Kuylenstjerna had been elected chair
man and that it had been decided to elect 
four Vice-Chairmen, two of whom

should be from developing countries. He 
would continue to serve the Committee 
in an advisory capacity.

The meeting of the Agricultural Com
mittee held in Paris prior to Congress 
had discussed Agricultural Co-operativc 
Strategy with regard to Multinational 
Corporations, a theme that had been 
touched upon during the debate on 
Multinational Corporations at the 
XXVth Congress held in Warsaw.

For the first time an invitation had 
been extended to the Chairman of the 
Committee to participate in a meeting 
of the ICA Executive which showed the 
importance the ICA authorities weje 
giving to the agricultural sector within 
the ICA- To date agricultural co
operatives formed only a small per
centage within the total membership, 
even some of the important agricultural 
co-operative movements in Europe had 
not yet joined the ICA.

Referring to the activities of the Com
mittee, Dr Malfettani stated that it 
maintained good relations with the 
agencies of the Ufiited Nations which 
promoted co-operatives in de\eloping 
countries, particularly the FAO. 'Fhe 
Yearbook of Agricultural Co-operation 
had for the first time been published by 
the Plunkett Foundation for C'o-oper- 
ative Studies in collaboration with the 
ICA. An effort had been made to help 
co-operatives in the developing coun
tries; through the International Husiness 
Advisory Service for C'o-operatives con
tacts had been made with organisations 
in Sri Lanka, Peru, Jordan, and Kenya. 
A number of technical seminars were 
being organised during the coming year.

The Sub-Committee on Agriculture 
and Trade for South-East Asia had 
carried out its functions effectively since
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the last Congress. Considerations had Mr j. Saito, Japan, had been clectcd 
been given to the setting up of agricultur- chairman, 
al sub-committees for Africa and for 
North and Latin America, and to the 
establishment of a forestry sub-com
mittee.

On behalf of the Committee, Dr 
Malfettani asked Congress to -affirm 
throughout the world the essential role 
of agricultural Co-operation as a means

Since the last Congress the Sub- 
Committee had continued its work of 
education and technical aid. In collabor
ation with the FAO a number of semin
ars had been organised in developing 
countries.

The main event of the Sub-Com
mittee’s activities had been the First

of raising the standard of living of the Open World conference on Co-oper- 
people. ative Fisheries held in Tok}'o in 1975

M r S. SULEMESOV, Bulgaria, sta- and attended by over 300 delegates from
ted that the Agricultural Committee had 25 countries which had provided an
played and would play a very important opportunity of making contacts with
part in the development of agricultural co-operators from countries in Latin
co-operatives. It had done its best to 
extend and strengthen the work of 
agricultural co-operatives and to im
prove links with other types of co
operatives.

At its meeting in Paris the Committee 
had adopted a comprehensive pro
gramme of activities which could not be 
implemented without collaboration with 
others. This involved the development 
of different types of co-operatives, the 
expansion of trade and closer links 
between co-operators in order to in-

America and the Arab world who had not 
previously attended such an event.

Mr J. SAITO, Japan, expressed his 
pleasure at being elected chairman of 
the Sub-Committee which was not only 
an honour to himself, but also to the 
entire fisheries co-operative movement 
of Japan. He pointed out that the future 
activities of tlie Sub-C'onunittee would 
be guided by the needs of its number^. 
Priority would be given to assist;iiui 
projects for the developing countries in 
collaboration with international organ-

crease production. An appeal should be isations, especially the FAO. .‘\etivitics
made to governments to help agricultural 
to-operatives through tax concessions 
and through the granting of credit at 
favourable interest rates. Non-go\ern- 
mental organisations should increase 
financial aid for the promotion of agri
cultural co-operatives in developing 
countries.

Fisheries Sub-Committee

would be developed realistically within 
the framework of the international 
co-operative movement under the guid
ance of the ICA authorities and with t)ie 
assistance from the headquarters and the 
Regional Ofl'iees of the ICA.

International Co-operative Housing 
Committee

Mr W. Ambrosius, Chairman, high-
Mr P. LACOUR, informed Congress lighting some of the activities of the

that he had retired from the chairman- Housing Committee said that members
ship of the Sub-Committee, but would of the Committee had participated in
continue to serve as Honorary President. the Habitat Conference of the United
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Nations in June. 'I'hc Housing Confer
ence held prior to Congress had discuss
ed the problems and the risks involved 
in housing co-operatives and education 
and training related to co-operative 
housing. The meeting of the Full Com
mittee held in Paris had elected a new 
Executive Committee.

Mr Ambrosius as the newly elected 
Chairman of the Committee paid tribute 
to Mr S. Kypengren, v̂ 'ho had carried 
out this task for the past 15 years, and also 
to Mr A. Johnsson, the retiring special 
secretary.

The Organisation for Co-operative 
Consumer Policy

Mr N. TH ED IN , Chairman, stated 
that some members of the Committee 
had paid a visit to the Co-operative Food 
Laboratory outside Paris which was 
playing such a decisive role, not least in 
influencing public opinion with regard 
to foodstuffs and quality.

At the Conference organised by the 
Organisation for Co-operative Consumer 
Policy held in Paris prior to ('ongress the 
theme had been “Advertising from a 
Consumer’s Point of View’^ Speakers 
had dealt with misleading advertising, 
advertising in Socialist economies, co- 

.operatives and advertising, and the 
dangers of advertising to health. The 
Secretary of State for Consumer Affairs, 
Ms C. Scrivencr, who had attended the 
Conference had spoke about the present 
consumer policy in France.

Mr Thedin then pointed to some of 
the problems W’hich co-operators had to 
face. The consumer co-operative move
ment was a consumer-owned enterprise. 
In the industrialised countries with 
mixed economies it had to compete with 
very efficient private enterprise, and

advertising was one of the means of 
competition. On the other hand, the 
consumer-owned enterprise had for its 
main purpose not to sell, but to satisfy 
the need of the consumer. Co-operative 
advertising should not be that of per
suading people to buy, but to create 
knowledge among the consumers about 
goods, and confidence in the consumcr- 
owned enterprise. The various con
sumer co-operative organisations in 
many countries, including the Eastern 
European and the developing countries, 
had much to give one another by an 
exchange of experience regarding their 
methods and legislation for consumer 
protection.

*■

International Co-operative 
Insurance Federation

Mr H. SEELEY, (Secretar>'), re|>orted 
that the Federation had held its Con
ference in Paris. The two regional ad
visers from Africa and Latin America 
attending the Conference had reported 
to the Insurance Development Bureau 
and the Internationa! C'o-operative Kt- 
insurance Bureau. Six papers liad Inen 
presented at tiie Conference and the 
wide-ranging selection of topics had 
generated a lively interest in the Con
ference, whicli was borne out by the 
fact that members had unanimously 
supported a proposal to hold an inter
mediate conference in 197S.

'I'wo meetings of the Executive had 
taken place in Paris. Members had 
agreed to the formation of a third sub
committee, the European Members 
Bureau, to study ways in w'hich assistance 
could be given to European members 
and particularly members in EEC 
countries in influencing future changes. 
Further studies would be carried out in
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conncction with inflation and in connec
tion with mass merchandising and 
product development. The Executive 
had received a very encouraging report 
from the 1 nsurance Development Bureau 
which had continued its very important 
work in developing countries. The IDB 
had decided to study w'ays in which 
continuous support and advice could be 
provided to all new co-operative insur
ance societies.

Further discussions had taken place 
and progress had been made with the 
report by the Federation on the merits 
of co-operative insurance in developing 
countries which would be presented to 
the next UNCTAD meeting in 1977.

M r Seeley stated that he found the 
remarks made by Mr Giscard d ’Estaing 
of great interest. He could assure the 
President of the French Republic that 
the Federation, through the Insurance 
Development Bureau, could provide the 
assistance, and meet the conditions of 
proper supervision and support which 
the President required for the financial 
assistance he had so kindly offered.

The International Organisation for 
Consumer Co-operative Distributive 
Trades (D^TER-COOP)

• M r CH. VEVERKA, Chairman, re
ported that since the last Congress 
collaboration within INTER-COOP had 
been developing. This had been evident 
at the annual meeting held in Paris. This 
positive development concerned the 
three major aims of the INTER-COOP 
work programme—exchange of exper
ience on distribution problems, com
mon buying policies, and exchange of 
merchandise between member organ
isations and collaboration on the pro
ductive level.

International collaboration had been 
improved over the years by the increas
ing freedom, liberalisation and economic 
progress in many countries, a develop
ment which had caused a belief in per
petual progress, which had been shat
tered in the past few years. There had 
been the energy crisis which had brought 
about monetary difficulties and rises in 
prices. The gap between the rich and the 
poor countries had widened and pro
tectionist tendencies in several countries, 
had appeared, thus perpetuating the 
economic and social differences between 
countries and preventing a more reason
able use of the world’s resources. It was 
the dutv of co-operators to remove 
these obstacles to progress in trade as 
quickly as possible. In order to achieve 
this considerable economic and mone
tary changes were needed.

There was no doubt that IN TER 
COOP activities had been strenpthened 
by the integration with EURO COOP 
in 1974 and with “Nordiska Kansliet” ,' 
the Nordic regional organisation, in 
1976. 'I'hc services of tlu- Nordisk 
Andelsforbund had been available to 
non-Scandinavian members since 1971. 
The total amount of joint buying had 
increased from 45 millioii dollars to 
220 inillion dollars, 90 per cent of this 
had been in non-food products bought 
by IK buying groups. Efforts were being 
made to expand the range of common 
purchasing and to achicve better condi
tions for buying in large quantities.

In the food sector I N l ’ER-COOP 
had been faced with a number of trade 
barriers to protect the economy of a 
certain country or region. Despite this, 
progress had been made in certain fields 
—tinned food, wine, fruit and vegetables. 
Joint purchasing outside .Scandinavia
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amounted now to 20 million dollars. 
Trade between the productive units, 
especially in the chocolate and biscuit- 
making factories, had developed favour
ably.

The exchange of experience in the 
working parties in the distributive sector 
had been very lively. Experts from many 
organisations were participating in the 
working group dealing with department 
stores and shopping centres.

In 1974 a conference had been held in 
Manchester which had dealt with ware
housing and the distribution of food in 
general. A conference on collaboration 
between central organisationsand region
al co-operatives in the non-food area was 
being planned to take place in Denmark 
in 1977.

Third Session

Wednesday, 29th September 1976 
(morning)

Debate on the Report o f the Central 
Committee (resumed)

ICA W omen’s Committee
Mrs S. RAIKKONKN (chairman) 

reported that the activities of the 
Women’s Committee had broadened in 
recent years.

The Conference organised by (he 
Committee and held prior to Congress 
had dealt with "The Problems of Food 
Resources and Energy—'J'he Co-oper- 
ative Answer” , a theme that had been 
chosen to find out if there were special 
approaches to these important problems 
that were typical for women, so that the 
Committee might be able to make a 
contribution to the ICA wlien these 
issues were being discussed in future. 
Papers had been presented by speakers

from various parts of the world on var
ious aspects of this important subject. 
In the discussion a delegate from Tan
zania had reminded the Conference that 
in Africa it was the women who did the 
farming and therefore it would be 
necessary to cducate the women if the 
production of foodstuffs was to be im
proved. Population, which was one of 
the new issues listed in the ICA long- 
term programme, had an important 
bearing on the food problem.

A telegram of encouragement had 
been sent to the Irish Co-operative 
Women’s Guild in connection with the 
women’s peace protest in Belfast.

Ms R. AZIZ, Malaysia, spoke on the 
question of international collaboration 
between co-operatives, in particular 
between the developed and developing 
countries, and the changes in the world 
market which had particularly affected 
covmtries, like Malaysia, which was one 
of the world’s largest suppliers of tin and 
rubber. Changes in the world market 
not only affected foreign earnings, but 
they also affecteci em|iloytiKiit, the rate 
of growth and development. She ap
pealed to (Congress to assist in ensuring 
that the major problejns of the develoj)- 
ing countries in the context of the world 
market for primary commodities were 
projxriy realised and better understood 
by the people of the advanced countries. 
I 'N C 'l’Al) had recently advocated price 
.stabilisation for primary con)n)odities 
and this idea should be supported by the 
members of the ICA. International 
collaboration could only be meaningful 
if it went right down to the basic econo
mic problems of developing countries, 
and it should not only be based on 
technical assistance or on providing 
finaticial aid, but also on the liberalisa-

195



tion of trade. The ICA through its Board of Directors of K l' in Octolur. 
member organisations had the capacity The survey inchided 6S proposals whicli 
to exert influence to this end. could easily be implemented, one of

Ms Aziz expressed the hope that the which had dealt with follow-up action 
ICA would continue its good work in suggesting that a committee directly 
trying to elevate the status of women responsible to the Board, consisting of 
co-operators throughout the world. A equal numbers of men and women, 
regional seminar for women co-operators should be set up. Ms Jonsdottor propos- 
organised by the ICA had been held in cd that the role of women in the co- 
Malaysia earlier in the year. It was operative movement should be a subject 
essential that special efforts should be for discussion at the next Congress, 
made by the ICA to analyse the progress M s S. P E T R U S C H E N K O V A ,
made by projects devoted to women. USSR, spoke about Intcniational Wo- 
Such analysis would give an indication men’s Year and the programmes organ- 
of what more should be done for w-omen. ised on this occasion in her country.

More attention to women in terms of Women took an active part in the co
allocation of facilities and staffing should operative movement and thus helped to 
be given by the Central Committee. Any raise the standard of living of the Russian 
aid or assistance the ICA could give people. During that year a great deal had 
which would increase the involvement been done to improve the working condi- 
of women in the co-operative movement tions of women in the consumer co- 
would be welcomed by the developing operative movement. Co-operative shops 
countries. were playing an important role in pro-

Ms U. JONSDOTTER, Sweden, viding an ever increasing selection of 
referred to the Resolution pa.ssed by the food and non-food for their members 
1969 Congress in Hamburg and the dis- and many nev co-operative shops weu- 
cussion within the Centra! Committee being opened throughout the country, 
on the situation and the role.of women Women co-operators in the Soviet 
in the co-operative movement in Buch- Union were playing an increasinglv 
arest, which had adopted proposals for large part in all these activities, 
action by the ICA, the national member Ms E. FEHER, Hungary, stressed

‘organisations, by employee's and w’omen that the Alliance, according to its demo- 
co-operators themselves. Following this cratic tradition, had examined with 
discussion, surveys of activities of women great care the role and situation of 
in co-operatives had been initiated in women in the co-operative movement, 
some countries. On the basis of the resolution adopted

The National Assembly of Kooper- by the Central Committee in Bucharest 
ativa Forbundet had asked the Board of the co-operative movement in Hungar)- 
Directors of K F to carry out a survey on had drawn up a programme of action 
women’s representation within the con- within the framework of a government 
sumer co-operative movement in Swed- programme to improve the situation of 
en. This task has now been completed women. This programme was supported 
after an investigation lasting three years by the membership who were striving to 
and a report would be presented to the implement the objectives.
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The prcscncc of women in the co
operative movement must be secured in 
a significant v^ay. The prerequisite for 
this was their representation within 
co-operative committees and boards of 
management. Women should be given 
every opportunity to acquire the know
ledge necessary for this puqwse.

Since the last Congress, the Women’s 
Committee had acquired full auxiliary 
status and since then the activities of 
women had become an organic part of 
international co-operative policy. A lot 
of useful work had been done by the 
Committee. The number of women 
representatives on the Central Com
mittee had increased.

The ICA and Developing Countries
D r H. FAHRENKROG, German 

Democratic Republic, referred to the 
contribution the co-operative movement 
in his country had made to the Co
operative Development Decadc and 
expressed regret that this had not been 
reflected in the Report of the Central 
Committee. Since the last Congress 3(M) 
co-operators from developing countries 
had been trained at the Co-operative 
College in Dresden. Educational experts 
had participated in the training of co- 
operators from I^angladesh. Following 
the ICA appeal help had been given to 
the people of Cyprus. His own organ
isation had been active in South-Kast 
Asia and had participated in a seminar in 
Tanzania. All these activities had in
volved an expenditureof 5 million Marks.

Such support given to the Co-oper
ative Development Decade should have 
been reflected in the Report, together 
with other activities on a world-wide 
basis. Only then could people learn of 
the real scope of the work undertaken by

thi- ICA.
Dr M. REUBEN DOMPER, Organ

ization of the Co-operatives of America, 
speaking on behalf of its members from 
North and Latin America and the 
Caribbean, outlined the woik being done 
by the OCA. In the area of training and 
education, courses, seminars and con
gresses had been organised dealing with 
a wide variety of subjects relating to 
selected co-operative activities. OCA had 
also conducted a programme of adult 
education designed to impart basic 
training in selected skills. An agreement 
had recently been signed with the 
Government of Peru, the country from 
W'hich OCA operates, to establish a 
programme of co-operative tourism. 
Discussions had taken place with the 
Inter-American Society for Develop
ment of Co-operative Financing (SIDE- 
FCOOP) on the establishment of an 
Inter-American Co-operative Bank; and 
a beginning had been made in the pro
motion of co-operative trade.

Mr B. SENKYIRE, Ghana, reminded 
Congress of the activities carritd out by 
co-operative movements in a nuniher of 
countries in West Africa and stressed 
the need for the establishment of an ICA 
Regional Office in that part of tlie world. 
The co-operative movements in Iwth 
the English-speaking and the h'rench- 
speaking countries, were supporting the 
idea. He proposed that a team of exjx-rts 
should visit the area to investigate the 
feasibility of such an office and to make 
contacts with the various governments 
concerned in W’est Africa.

The Ghana Government had already 
shown its interest and had indicated its 
support and willingness to make a con
tribution towards the expenses of an 
ICA Regional Office.
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REPLY TO THE DEBATE ON THE public aiui bringing inOiicncc to bear
RETORT OF THE CENTRAL COM- politically both at the national level,
MITTEE which was the responsibility of the

D r S. K. SAXENA, Director of the national movements, and at the intcr-
ICA, pointed out that it would not be national level with the United Nations,
possible to cover all the points raised in which was in some ways the responsi-
the debate or to deal with them in detail, bilityof the ICA. Contact had been made

M r Tonhauzer had talked about the with the Centre on 'J'ransnational Cor-
peaceful atmosphere which was a'pre- porations of the United Nations and the
condition for the development of the ICA had been asked to outline its views,
co-operative movement. The funda- as the Centre wished to draw up an
mental philosophy governing the work international code of ethics for the oper-
of the ICA was to reduce global dis- ation of multinationals. A more prac-
parities and to extend its support to the tical demonstration in this context would
United Nations. Perhaps the discussion be the setting up of joint co-operative
on the New International Economic productive enterprises at the national,
Order would provide opportunities to regional and international level. The
examine the problem a little more closcly. discussion on multinationals would be

While commenting upon the expansion continued during Congress,
of the activities of the ICA, M r Suleme- The second point raised by Mr
sov had outlined the significance of the Janczyk had dealt with the urgent need
co-operative movement in the Socialist for co-ordinating the activities of the 
countries. The ICA Central Committee various ICA auxiliary committees. Co- 
had recently met in Sofia and members ordination could take place on specific 
had had an opportunity to acquaint issues and it was for the IC.A and its 
themselves with the extensive and con- member organisations to identify those 
structive role played by the co-opeiative issues of relevance to tlu- aiixiliarv 
movement in Bulgaria. committees which would tut across the

M r ']'. Janczyk in speaking oji the narrow interests and concerns of each 
global maldistribution of wealth had auxiliary committee, 'riu- problems of 
referred specifically to the role of inter- pollution of the environment, energy 
national monopolies and multinational questions, food problems, production 
corporations. '1 he ICA should help in and distribution, were of relevancc to a 
the creation ofa climate which would put number of the specialised committees 
the true nature of the problem before the and a concerted approach to these matters 
people in general. A resolution on this should be developed, 
subject had been passed at the Warsaw Mr Krasheninnikov had stressed the
Congress. I'inancial and managerial importance of peace, had referred to 
imperatives were the two key factors international monopolies and had made 
affecting the co-operative movement in an offer to send experts to developing 
this particular respect. The Agricultural countries. The latter was a most welcome 
Committee at its recent Conference had proposal and further discussions on the 
also discussed the subject. mechanics would be held with Centro-

The other aspect was informing the soyus.
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Rcplyinj; to tlu- need for assistance in 
training in developing countries, a point 
emphasised by M r Hasanov, Dr Saxcna 
referred to his visit to the USSR when 
he had an opportunity of calling on the 
Moscow Co-operative Institute and 
other technical institutes which were 
providing a wide range of services to 
co-operators from developing countries. 
The factors which were crucial in this 
context were the period of training, the 
selection and the relevance of training 
to the needs of the movement. These

* factors had to be kept in mind constantly 
when planning international training. 
A grouping of co-operative college prin
cipals existed in South-East Asia. AGIT- 
COOP was looking into the question of 
providing better services to co-operators 
in developing countries. There was also 
the conference of principals of co
operative colleges in Western Europe. 
This mechanism existed at international 
level, but it was somewhat fragmented. 
The ICA should try to ensure that as 
far as possible duplication was avoided 
in the work done by these various bodies.

Mr Colymvas from Greece had made 
a short intervention whicji had been 
welcomed by the entire Congress. The 
Alliance would lose its essence, its 
primary quality, the reason for its 
existence, if it were to desert its friends 
in times of adversity.

Mr Klimov’s invitation to the ICA 
to hold its next Congress in Moscow 
would have to be decided in the usual 
manner.

Mr Vilstrup from the USA had made 
a number of very pertinent remarks on 
leadership training, short-term seminars, 
enlargement of co-operative tiade, and 
on the pre-conditions in terms of estab
lishing mutual confidence, opening up

tliannels of coninuinicatioii, hiirnjoiiis- 
ing our purposes and exchanging scien
tific know-how and he had summarised 
a wide variety of activities which the 
Alliance constantly pursued. M r Vilstrup 
had made a contribution to the ICA 
Seminar on Management in the Seven
ties held in the United States. Dr Saxena 
expressed the hope that co-operators in 
the United States would put their own 
management experience at the disposal 
of the international co-operative move
ment.

M r Whitehead had spoken on finances 
or rather the absence of them. This was 
a most serious problem for the ICA. The 
quality and range of services made avail
able b y jh e  ICA and the relevancc of 
those services to the national movements 
were bound to suffer if additional 
resources were not forthcoming. The 
idea of consultancy services might be a 
good one, but for this a level of expertise 
would be needed which was normally 
not available to national movements and 
that would cost money, 'i'he announce
ment of an increase in the subscription 
from tile United Kingdom was a most 
welcome gesture.

'I’he jx)int made by Prof. Aziz had 
concerned the introduction of Co
operation as a subject in schools and 
colleges. There was, however, one point 
which might sounu paradoxical. The 
fact that the co-operative movement 
from its very early days had pionwred 
educational work might itself be the 
reason that colleges and universities did 
not feel the need for including Co
operation as a discipline in their curricula. 
This was to some extent the case also 
with regard to trade union education.

Mr Marshall’s warm appreciation of 
the ICA’s Co-operative Education Ma-
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tcrials Advisory Scrvicc (CEMAS) pro
ject was most welcome. The project was 
specific, was useful, and was a matter for 
field decision all the time in different 
countries. The ICA had to enlarge these 
activities and to create resource centres. 
Discussions had been held with the two 
Regional Offices and there had been 
some exchanges of letters with' the 
Organization of Cooperatives of Am
erica.

Dr Saxena then referred to a number 
of interventions from the various Auxi
liary Committees, mainly reporting on 
the work which had been done at their 
conferences in Paris.

Amongst the interventions concerning 
the work of the Women’s Auxiliary 
Committee, Ms Raikkdnen had spoken 
on the discussions which took place at 
the Women’s Conference. Ms Aziz had 
raised the complex question of inter
national collaboration between co-oper
atives especially between advanced and 
developing countries. There was the 
problem of trade and the movement of 
priccs of agricultural commodities, a 
problem in which U N C l’AD had been 
involved and which would probably be 
the nub of the discussion in regard to the 
New International Economic Order. 
The ICA had helped to set up the Inter
national Co-operative I'rading Organ
isation in Singapore. 'I'he possibilities 
of relations between IC l'O  and INTER
COOP were to be explored. The prob
lem of joint ventures, an extremely 
important approach, would figure in the 
discussion on collaboration between 
co-operatives. Referring to the Women’s 
Seminar in Malaysia, Dr Saxena said 
that the report of the Seminar had 
broadly indicated the needs and that 
future efforts would have to be related

to those needs rather than to further 
enquiries.

Ms Jonsdotter had given a brief 
account of the development of women’s 
activities, but more particularly of the 
recent inquiry carried out in Sweden. 
Ms Petruschenkova had outlined the 
activities of women in Soviet society and 
Ms Feher’s contribution needed no 
further comment except that the resolu
tion passed in Hamburg was often refer
red to as the "Hungarian resolution”.

Dr Fahrenkrog had referred to a 
number of global problems which‘were 
of great concern to the ICA. He had 
pointed out that the Report of the 
Central Committee had not given a 
complete picture of the work done by 
the ICA and especially by member 
organisations. The constraint was one 
of space, but information was being 
made available through the Co-operative 
News Service and conferences. Dr 
Fahrenkrog had also referred to the 
work in developing countries which was 
mainly, but not entirely, undertaken 
through the Co-operative College- at 
Dresden. 'J'hc work done by the ('ollegc- 
was most impressive and also the general 
support which Dr Fahrenkrog’s organ
isation was providing, particularly in the 
educational field and also within A G ri’- 
COOP.

Dr Domper had described the activi
ties of the OCA. Discussions had been 
held with Dr Domper and his colleagues 
for a number of years, but for some 
reasons these initiatives had not quite 
jelled. Recent discussions had been 
more concrete than hitherto.

Mr Senkyire had appealed to the ICA 
to establish a Regional Office in West 
Africa. This would be part of the dis
cussion concerning the future work
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programme. However, three points had 
to be considered. First, it was basic to 
have a dear indication of the priorities 
of ICA’S work. Secondly, there was the 
question of location. Thirdly, there was 
the question of finance. Mention had 
been made earlier of the activities w’hich 
had been carried out by the ICA in West 
Africa. The Executive Commitlee was 
seriously considering the proposal made 
by Mr Senkyire to send a team to West 
Africa to enquire into the points which 
had just been indicated.

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT
On voting on the adoption of the 

Report, the delegate from Chile op
posed its adoption.

Mr M. L. AMUNATEGUI, Chile, 
stating his reasons for opposing the 
adoption of the Report, said that he 
regretted the speech made by the 
Russian delegate who had spoken of the 
political situation in Chile. In his opinion 
the speechr had constituted a deplorable 
violation of the principle of neutrality 
of the ICA.

Referring to the Resolution on Chile 
passed by the Central Committee in 
1973, Mr Amunategui stated that the 
General Confederation of Co-oper- 
atives in Chile considered that the 
Central Committee should not formulate 
declarations on the political situation in

any countrj- and particularly not without 
consulting the co-operativc represent
atives of that country.

The democratic structure of the 
Chilean co-operative movement had 
been maintained. In rccent years legisla
tion had been passed which had enabled 
co-operatives to develop completely 
freely and autonomously. Special men
tion should be made of the help given by 
the Government to develop workers’ 
co-operatives and the legislation which 
had been enacted to open the way for the 
development of the Co-operative Bank. 
Managers of American co-operatives 
had visited Chile and they were the best 
witnesses of what was going on.

The regrettable spectacle displayed 
at Congress yesterday had led him to 
vote against the adoption of the Report 
on behalf of Chilean co-operators.

The PRESIDENT thanked the Chil
ean delegate for his explanation. It w’as 
the right of Chilean co-operators to voice 
their dissent with the Resolution which 
had been passed unanimously by the 
Central Conmiittee.

Obituary
The PRESIDENT asked Congress 

to pay tribute to the memory of co- 
operators who had died since the last 
Congress by observing a short period 
of silence.

ICA’s Programme of Work, 1977'1980

The need for the ICA to work out a programme of action was suggested and 
accepted by ICA’s 25th Congress held in Warsaw in 1972. The Congress did not 
envisage a re-examination of the objects and methods of work as laid down in the 
Rules of the Alliance; rather it suggested that efforts should be made to achieve 
greater rationalisation and efficiency in the work of the Alliance and to ensure that
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the priorities cstablislicd for the next four years would he relevant to the needs ol 
co-operativc movements throughout the world.

The Report of the Central Committee consisted of four parts. The introductory 
part gave the background of the exercise and examined the methodology adopted 
in the preparation of the paper; the second narrated the current activities of the 
Alliance and its related bodies; the third drew attention to some newly emerging 
issues which might be relevant to the co-operative movement; the fourth part out
lined a programme of work for the period 1977-1980 and the document concluded 
by suggesting priorities and their-approximate financial implications.

The paper stressed emphatically that a programme of work for the future had 
to be considered with sufficient flexibility. In order to maintain its relevance the co
operative movement had to take cognizance of chnnges and adapt its strategy and 
programmes accordingly. The contribution of the permanent staff of the ICA to 
the implementation of the programme could only be very limited. The strength of 
the ICA was in its member organisations who must shoulder the major responsibility. 
As the objccts of the ICA, as laid down in its rules, did not fall within tlie scope of 
the programme of work, it was evident that much of the existing work of the ICA 
would continue, although, in some cases, in a modified form.

The PRESIDENT, Mr Roger Ker- 
inec, introducing the Report pointed out 
that the decision to draw up a long-term 
programme of work had been taken on 
the suggestion made by M r Klimov, 
Vice-President of the ICA, at the War
saw Congress. It had been agreed that 
definite aims should be decided on and 
minimum conditions laid down which 
it would be possible to achieve.

He emphasised that the strength of 
the ICA was first and foremost in its 
member organisations, and the interest 
which they took in the Alliance. Its 
strength was al.so in the value of the 
permanent team of the ICA in London 
and at the Regional Offices and that 
value depended on the financial resources 
which member organisations were ready 
to provide. Therefore it would be the 
duty of the delegates to Congress to 
decide what they wanted the ICA to be 
or what they wanted it to become in 
future.

In the discussion establishing the

long-term programme, two aspects had 
emerged, the policies within and the 
policies outside the movement. Within 
the co-operative movement the aims were 
without doubt to contribute towards 
the growth and the efficiency of the 
national movements, and to alert them 
to the international character of the 
International Co-o|>erative Alliance. As 
far as outside policies were coneerneil, 
their aims were to create in the world a 
climate which would be favourable to 
co-operative ideas and for the develop
ment of co-operative orgatn'sations.

Mr Kerinec went on to list the 
methods by which these aims could best 
be achieved: through the creation of 
international inter-cooperative commit
tees which would specialise in the co
ordination of the policy of the Alliance; 
the promotion of inter-cooperative 
policy’ at the national and international 
level through the auxiliary a)nunittees; 
the organisation of seminars for co
operative movements to make them
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more aware of the specific character of 
co-operatives; the promotion of ICA 
publications; and the co-ordination of 
the work of the auxiliary committees. 
It was important to carry out research 
on subjects, such as relations between 
governments and co-operative move
ments, and to watch the political, social 
and economic developments in the world 
in order to alert the co-operative move
ments in time of danger and to show 
them the opportunities they could grasp 
and the reforms they should carry out.

Other methods were the co-ordination 
of efforts of national movements on help 
to developing countries; working to
wards durable peace and contributing 
to the establishment of the economic and 
social conditions which were necessary 
for a lasting peace; setting up institutions 
which would act as counterweights to 
multinationals; working through the 
headquarters and Regional Offices of 
the ICA to spread co-operative ideas 
and to strengthen relations with inter
national and non-governmental organ
isations, particularly in lespect of work 
for developing countries.

The Report submitted by the Central 
Committee summarised wliat had been 
done in all these fields and all that should 
and could be done in the near future. 
But the Report also took into account 
the fact that the ICA was not a rich 
organisation. It concluded by sum
marising certain priorities with their 
financial implications. These priorities 
were very modest indeed. They would 
however, permit an improvement in the 
quantity and the quality of the services 
which the Alliance offered directly and 
indirectly to its member organisations. 
In order to attain these priorities mem
ber organisations would have to in

crease their contribution to the ICA by 
about ^50,000 per year. If members 
placed their confidence in the team 
directing the Alliance, this money would 
represent a profitable investment.

The resolution on the ICA’s Pro
gramme of Work which would come 
before Congress contained an appeal to 
Central Committee that it should out
line within one year the responsibilities 
of member organisations with regard to 
the implementation of the programme. 
In order to achieve this the Central 
Committee at its meeting in Sofia earlier 
in the year had set up an at/ hoc com
mittee to study this problem.

In conclusion, Mr Kerinec said; “The 
time has come to measure up to our 
responsibilities. If we demand a great 
deal of our Alliance, we must give it the 
essential tools to accomplish the task 
which we want it to undertake” .

D ebate on P rogram m e of Work 
1977-1980

Mr A. C. GUORCn:, Minister of 
State for Co-operation (India), bringing 
the greetings of co-operators from his 
country pointed out that out of the 
326 million co-operators in membership 
with the ICA one-fifth came from 
India. They were members of more than 
250,000 different co-operative units 
engaged in credit, production, proci'ss- 
ing, marketing, banking and various 
facets of economic life. India was one of 
the oldest members of the Alliance. It 
had received much help not only from 
the ICA, but also from wealthy co-oper- 
ative movements, such as Sweden.

More importance had to be given to 
building up the co-operative movement, 
as it was the most powerful democratic 
economic institution available for social
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transformation. The cliangcs that were 
envisaged for India—and this might be 
applicable to all developing nations— 
could come about only through a demo
cratic economic institution like the co
operative movement.

In planning the future of the ICA, 
special stress must be put on the develop
ment of the co-operativc movement in 
developing countries. More and more 
emphasis must be given to producer, 
processing, marketing and consumer 
co-operatives. They must reduce the 
cost of production, improve the quality 
of processing, streamline marketing 
methods and take carc of the interests of 
the consumer.

M r J. LACROIX, France, pointed 
out that a vast programme had to be 
considered, but there were a number of 
priorities which must have prime con
sideration.

Throughout the history of the ICA, a 
major role had been given to Europe and 
consumer co-operatives. For the ICA to 
become effective in other fields it would 
be neccssary to scctorisc and rcgionalisc. 
There were the auxiliary committees 
Avhich were the basis of the Alhance and 
it was through their work that the ICA 
was effective. 'I’he auxiliary committees 
must aim to become self-financing. This 
should become an absolute rule. Regibn- 
alisation was the only way in w'hich costs 
could be decreased and efficiency im
proved.

The Secretariat should be given exact 
terms of reference and its work should 
be limited to the co-ordination of the 
activities of the auxiliary committees 
and regional institutions and to dealing 
with international problems and not 
regional problems which must be the 
task of the institutions on the spot.

’i'hc tasks to be undertaken required 
financial means. Co-operators must ask 
themselves whether the financial aspects 
were beyond their means or whether 
their movements could not find the 
means to make their appropriate contri
bution to the international co-operative 
movement.

Mr K. A. P. STEVENSON, FAO, 
addressing Congress on behalf of the 
Director General, Dr Saouma, said that 
for 30 years there had been constructive 
collaboration between the FAO and the 
ICA. During this time the world had 
witnessed major developments in many 
fields, but people were still living in a 
world of unrest, plagued by the popula
tion explosion, increasing unemploy
ment, inflation and widening disparities. 
It w’as no exaggeration to say that the 
world food situation was still precarious. 
While millions of people were under
nourished and hungry because they were 
poor and because of lack of adequate 
measures to provide the necessary 
supplies a New International Economic 
Order was being discussed.

From its very inception the I'AO had 
been concerned with co-operati\e action. 
Close collaboration between the ICA, 
national co-operative organisations and 
the FAO could be maintained in three 
major areas;

The first was production orientation 
which had not been done successfully so 
far. It was necessary to group co-opera
tives together which had a production 
oriented basis, so that there could be 
better hope for the poorer farmers in the 
future.

The second was training at the grass
roots. Here again grouping w'as needed, 
as extension services could not be taken 
to individuals. The co-operati\e closelv
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associated with the grouping could comc 
fonvard and assist in the grassroot type 
o f training programmes in order to get 
the people involved in the whole 
production circle.

The third aspect was integrated rural 
development. The United Nations sys
tem had pledged itself to a production- 
based poverty-oriented approach to 
rural development and had set up a task 
force to show which part of its pro
grammes really touched the poor. This 
integrated inter-agency approach in
cluded all the agencies of the UN system, 
including the World Bank. The FAO 
was sponsoring a world conference on 
agrarian reform and rural development 
in 1979. Co-operatives could play a 
direct role, because in many instances 
they also formed groups of the rural poor.

The President and Director of the 
ICA had recently visited the FAO. 
Discussions had been started on pro
grammes jointly sponsored by the ICA, 
national co-operative organisations and 
the FAO to tackle these problems directly 
in the field and see what covild be done 
in joint action towards integrated rural 
development w'itli special reference to 
the rural poor.

M r A. U. A. MUTALLAB, Federal 
Commissioner for Co-operatives and 
Supply (Nigeria), expressed his pleasure 
at being able to attend Congress as an 
observer.

Co-operation had been accepted in 
Nigeria some 40 years ago as a means of 
improving the social and economic 
conditions of the people. During this 
period each region, later called State, 
had developed a co-operative movement 
at its own pace. Now the Federal Govern
ment had taken up the development of 
co-operatives in the whole country in

order to improve the social and economic 
conditions of the people. The co-opcr- 
ative movement would be allowed to 
develop in its own way, but the Federal 
Government would provide the neces
sary infrastructure.

The Federal Government believed 
that Co-operation was one of the most 
effective distribution channels which 
should be encouraged and supported. 
Therefore in 1975 a Ministry of Co
operatives and Supply had been set up 
at the federal level to foster the growth 
of co-operatives and to co-ordinate their 
activities at the national and international 
levels. The Federal Government was 
fully committed to the establishment of 
three major co-operative educational 
institutions, to the setting up of co
operative financial institutions, the de
velopment of agricultural and industrial 
co-operatives and the setting up of na
tional co-operative institutions in in
surance and housing.

Mr Muttalab called on the ICA to 
open a regional oflice in West Africa and 
to site such oflice in Nigeria, which 
would he prepared to give all the neces
sary infrastructural and initial financial 
support to realise such an objective.

M r G . K R A SN O V , I N C T A D , 
brought greetings from the Secretary 
General of the United Nations Con
ference on I'rade and Development.

The Report of the Central Committee 
had outlined briefly the relations of the 
ICA with UNCl'AD and it was ho|H*d 
to increase collaboration with the ICA 
within the framework of the long-term 
programme of work. Collaboration be
tween the ICA and UNCTAD could 
only be viewed correctly against the 
broad issues of international trade and 
development. In this regard, the recent
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fourth session of UNCTAD held in 
Nairobi might be (X)nsidercd as a mile
stone in the adjustment of international 
economic relations.

That conference had been held against 
a background of continuing world 
crisis. On the other hand, the General 
Assembly of the United Nations at 
various Sessions had adopted documents 
which embodied the concept of a New 
International Economic Order.

The fourth session of UNCTAD had 
provided the first opportunity for de
cisions to be taken by the international 
community in a universal forum on 
specific issues so as to create some of the 
essential elements of a New Inter
national Economic Order. Twelve reso
lutions on substantive matters had been 
adopted in Nairobi. Many of them were 
directly relevant to the work of the ICA.

The decisions taken could broadly be 
classified into several categories. First, 
there were decisions which involved 
Governments in riegotiations on specific 
issues. A second category of decisions 
had related to issues on which a con
sensus had been reached on new policy 
approaches, or on strengthening existing 
policies.

In terms of the principal issues on 
which the conference had focussed its 
attention, the results had been generally 
positive. There had been a major break
through in international commodity 
policy as a result of the acceptance of the 
integrated programme for commodities. 
The proposals for such a programme 
consisted of two main aspects. First, 
there was the concept of an integrated 
approach itself. The second main aspect 
consisted of a series of operational steps 
to be followed in pursuit of that pro
gramme, In this respect two major

decisions had been taken. The first was 
to launch a series of negotiations on s 
wide range of individual p ^ u c t s  of 
particular interest to developing coun
tries. The second was to convene not 
later than March 1977 a negotiating 
conference and a common fund for the 
financing of commodity stocks and other 
measures within the framework of the 
integrated programme. Advances had 
also been made in many other policy 
areas. The conference had endorsed a 
wide-ranging programme to strengthen 
the technological capability of the 
developing countries and had set out the 
modalities for negotiations for a code of 
conduct for the transfer of technolog)-.

A significant feature of the discussion 
at the Nairobi meeting on trade relations 
among countries having different econo
mic and social systems had been the 
awareness of the vast but still largely 
unexploited potential in trade and 
economic relations among them. 'I'hc 
Nairobi resolution adopted on this sub
ject recommended to all coimtries con
cerned a number of intcr-relatcd and 
specific policies and measures to Ix- 
taken. The question of trade relations 
between countries of different systems 
would continue to be an important one 
in the work of UNCTAD.

At the forthcoming 16th .Session of the 
Trade and Development Board consider
ation would be given to the implemen
tation of the resolutions adopted in 
Nairobi. It was no coincidence that one 
of the items on the agenda would be a 
“ Review of the effectiveness of the 
arrangements for the participation of 
non-governmental organisations in the 
activities of UNCTAD”, The Board 
would be expected to address itself to 
the role of non-governmental organisa
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tions in the follow-up action on the 
resolutions of the Nairobi conference and 
this might open up further avenues of 
collaboration between UNCTAD and 
the ICA.

Mr J. KAM INSKI, Poland, reminded 
Congress that the programme under 
discussion would decide the activities of 
the ICA in years to come.

The Alliance as an international organ
isation should help its members to carry 
out their responsibilities in their own 
countries. The ICA, one of the largest 
non-governmental organisations, had 
gained recognition from international 
organisations. In order to strengthen 
and develop its position, the ICA should 
act as an organisation which was 
universal and democratic and made a 
useful and practical contribution to
wards social and economic development.

Traditionally the ICA had been a 
consumer organisation. But the time 
had comc to realise the essential policy 
of activitating the ICA programme in 
the field of agriculture, to promote 
agricultural co-operatives, to help the 
rural populations, and to assist in food 
production in general. Wofld resources 
were distributed very unevenly, esjieci- 
ally food resources. The food problem 
was not only linked to the increase in 
production, but also to solving social 
problems in the village.

The ICA could play an important 
role in this field. Its activities should be 
directed towards; firstly, uniting the 
various co-operative movements in all 
areas of the world within the ICA; 
secondly, organising assistance to agri
cultural co-operatives by arranging a 
broad exchange of technical information 
for these co-operatives; thirdly, helping 
in food production by arranging for the

training of experts who would be able to 
organise the work of agricultural co
operatives; and fourthly, to organise 
scientific research in various fields in 
order to improve agricultural produc
tion.

The problem of food production, the 
development of the rural economy and 
help for the rural population were very 
important questions for the world 
economy as a whole. If the ICA wished 
to continue to command the respect of 
the world population, it must deal with 
questions of topical value and assist in 
solving the day-to-day problems of the 
population of the world.

Mr S. NAKABAYASHI, Japan, said 
that the long-term programme contained 
many suggestions and it showed vision. 
It was important to strengthen unity 
and solidarity.

Amongst the problems, the most im
portant was the financial problem of 
the ICA. The financial situation had 
reached a serious stage. Membership 
subscriptions could not be incrcasi‘d 
more than was absolutely neccssary. 
Hconomies must be made and priorities 
given to important activities. During the 
past four years the snhseripti(ms from 
Japan had risen by one third, more than 
from any other country. ’I'he greatly in
creased contribution had come from the 
agricultural co-operatives in Japan. Mr 
Nakabayashi called on ICA members to 
encourage other co-operative organisa
tions in their own countries to join the 
ICA, thus increasing subscription in
come.

The problem of the provision of food 
had become serious in the world. The 
consumer co-operatives in Japan were 
making the greatest efforts to collabor
ate with the agricultural co-operatives
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in this field. The ICA should put more 
emphasis on agricultural co-opcration 
and not rely so much on the support of 
consumer co-operatives. This view would 
be important in the future, not only for 
financial reasons.

As pointed out in the long-term 
programme, pegging subscriptions to 
one national currency had reduced 
ICA’s real income in recent years. The 
subscriptions to the ICA itself and those 
to the auxiliary committees had to be 
discussed as well as the management of 
these bodies.

The other problem which was of great 
concern to all co-operators was the multi
national corporations. A serious dis
cussion had taken place on this subject 
at the Warsaw Congress. The recent oil 
crisis and the scandals concerning multi
national corporations had shown the 
power wielded by these organisations 
in the world. The ordinary, people had 
become angr}’ with the methods used by 
multinational corporations. As was poin
ted out at the Warsaw Congress, multi
national corporations trampling on the 
laws of eveiy'country and pursuing their 
profits across al! boundaries .were the 
enemies of the people.

In order to combat the power of 
multinational corporations, Mr Naka- 
bayashi suggested that the ICA should 
ensure that co-operatives were recog
nised as a social movement combating 
the power of capitalist enterprises; that 
greater emphasis he laid on good 
management and greater efficiency to 
enable co-operatives to compete with 
private trade; that collaboration between 
co-operatives be improved; that further 
links be established with trade unions 
and other democratic organisations; and 
that people be made aware of the

fight of the co-ojierative niovcnient for 
world peace.

He believed that it was the duty of 
co-operatives to safeguard the livelihood 
of wwkers, farmers and consumers in 
the forthcoming difficult economic cir
cumstances by fighting private big 
business which was supported by capital
ists and multinational corporations, and 
called on the ICA to take the initiative in 
this battle.

At the end of the session the General 
Secretary, Mr R. P. B. DAVIES, 
reported changes in the texts of Motions 
and Amendments agreed by the Congress 
Committee.

Fourth Session

Wednesday, 29th September 1976 
(afternoon)

DEBATE ON PROGRAMME OF 
WORK 1977 - 1980 (resumed)

M r J. SOBIESZCZANSKI. Poland, 
referred to the item on Youth, and j>arti- 
cularly to tlu' dehate on Youth and thi- 
Co-operativf Movemc-nt which liad tak
en place at the ('entral c<unnuttce meet
ing in Stockholm in 1975. It was most 
important to engage young j>eople in the 
co-operative movement and to ensure 
that activities within the co-operative 
movement were directed towards youth, 
as this would determine the future of thi 
movement.

'I'he ICA had taken the first stejis in 
accomplishing this task by organisinp 
Youth Conferences. The most recent 
one had taken place in Moscow in 1976. 
I ’his had been followed by the European 
Assembly of Youth and Students held in 
Warsaw in June at which the ICA was 
represented by observers and partici-
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pants from the Moscow Youth Confer- 'I'lic lixccutivc Committee and the 
ence. Mr Sobieszczanski callcd on the C’entral Committee found it important
ICA to take heed of the resolutions to include a special paragraph in the
passed at the Youth Conference and by motion on the long-term programme
the Assembly of Youth and Students. which Raid that the implementation of

It was important for the ICA to work this programme necessitated increased
out a plan of activities with regard to resources and called upon the Central
Youth which could form the basis for Committee to outline within one year the
similar methods of elaborating activities responsibilities of members in the imple-
by national co-operative movements, mentation of the programme.
The activities emanating from this plan Mr Soiland then drew attention to the
should be reported annually to the ICA accounts of the ICA as set out in the
Secretariat which should summarise the Agenda and Reports. They showed that
information for passing on to member the ICA had been running a deficit evcrj'
organisations. Further efforts should be year since the last Congress. It had only
made in organising meetings and con- been |>ossible to balance the accounts by
ferences for young people with the sup- drawing on special resources. It could
port of national co-operative organ- be seen that the greatest responsibility
isations. had been put on one country, a situation

Mr P. Soiland, Vice-Prcsident, stated which could not be tolerated,
that it was the responsibility of the The implementation of the long-term
Central Committee to deal with the programme could only be looked at by
finances of the ICA and to try to find dealing also with the financial implica-
solutions to financial problems when they tions. It was necessary for everyone to
arose. understand that the cost of implement-

When the Executive Committee and ing the programme would be in addition
the Central Committee had considered to the ordinary operations. It would be
the question of working out a long-term jiecessary to strengthen the Secretariat
programme of work for tht; ICA, they in London and to strengthen and niaui-
also had to deal with the finances of the tain the regional oflicesinAsiaandAfrica,
ICA. The work on the long-term pro- It would also he necessary to arrive at a
gramme had been going on since the position where it was possible to pay the
Warsaw Congress. The work and studies ICA staff reasonable salaries. •
in this connection had shown that there For these reasons the ICA Central
was still a lot to be done in the world in Committee at its meeting in April in
promoting Co-operation as one of the Sofia had set up a working group con-
really important means of raising the sisting of six people to examine the en-
standard of living and also the social and tire financial situation of the IC'A. 'I'he
cuhural standards of the masses of the group had met in Paris to work out a
people. The work and studies carried time-table and to discuss the main points
out, however, had also shown clearly which should be analysed,
how very limited the resources of the The group had been instructed to have
ICA were compared with the work that its report ready in time for the next
should be done. Central Committee meeting. It was

209



hoped that with the help of experts in earlier which had dealt with the most
financial matters the report would be important issues facing the Alliance,
finalised in time for every national Congress was aware of how nnuch had 
organisation to study it before it was been achieved through the work of the 
presented to the Central Committee, dedicated staff of the ICA at head-
M r Soiland appealed to Congress dele- quarters and at the Regional Offices as
gates to study the re|>ort carefully before well as by co-operators in other quarters,
the next Central Committee meeting There was no reason to be satisfied with
when important decisions would have what had been done, because the Al
to be taken arising out of the Report. liance had not been given adequate

M r J, S. LAYZELL, United King- resourcesforitsimportanttasks.TheICA 
dom, welcomed the return of Greek represented 326 million co-operators, 
co-operatives to membership of the ICA Its  budget was ^^400,000 of which less 
and wished them success in the future, than half came from regular contribu- 

It was a tribute to the ICA that it had tions from the members. During the 
not stood aside or remained aloof, period up to the next Congress a tre- 
neutral or oblivious to the sufferings of mendous challenge had to be faced, 
any people. It was because of their con- Co-operators were aware of the im-
cem for the future that co-operators had mense needs of the broad masses of the 
become increasingly alarmed and con- population in the poorer countries, 
cerned at the repressions, the large-scale They were also aware of the great 
arrests and tortures, the disappearance possibilities for co-operative action, 
and even the assassination of democrats Mr Blanchard of the ILO had spoken of 
of all shades of opinion by the present basic needs. The United Nations family 
military junta in Chile. The evidence of had increasingly drawn attention to this 
the contravention of human rights by problem.
this regime was now overwhelming and Today 40 per cent of llie scientists in
irrefutable despite the statement made the world are engaged in research 
earlier. related to armaments- to destruction

He proposed that the Central Com- in.stead of construction. Less than lOpi-r 
mittee should urgently examine the cent of the rural population in develop-

• validity.of the Chilean co-operatives, ing countries had access to health 
study the situation within C'hile and the facilities. Only l.S per cent had access to 
conditions under which the co-operative safe drinking water and per cent of 
movement was functioning, and find out the children suffered from niahnitrition. 
how far the politically regressive regime After decades of development work by 
had penetrated the Chilean co-operatives, the United Nations and other agencies 
A strong, representative delegation it had been found that the unsatisfied 
should visit Chile to examine the in- needs were greater than ever, 
internal situation and report back within The conclusion was that it was not
the next few months so as to decide what possible for low-income countries to
action would be necessary. provide the necessar)' services by using

M r N. THEDIN, Sweden, referred conventional methods. According to the
to the statement made by Mr Soiland new United Nations concept, it was no
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longer sufiicicnt to do things for the 
people; improvements had to be achiev
ed with the people and preferably by the 
people. Co-operators were confronted 
in the recent United Nations document 
with a co-operative concept, the concept 
of self-help. This was a tremendous 
challenge to all in the world co-operative 
movement. It provided a new framework 
for possible action by free and independ- 
dent co-operative societies and organisa
tions in the international field. This 
meant that the ICA had to be given the 
necessary tools. Without substantially 
improving the resources of the Alliance, 
most of the discussions on practical 
projects would just be lip service to a 
beautiful idea.

Several countries had shown that it 
was possible to mobilise resources for 
the work of the Alliance. The experience 
in Sweden had shown that it was prac
tical and good policy to use a large part 
of the resources for development assist
ance in order to support the educational 
and other activities of the ICA. in other 
words to work through the ICA. Other 
organisations might find it possible to 
support action of tlic sanic type as 
Swedish co-operators in Asia, East 
Africa, West Africa and Latin America.

Co-operators in the Socialist countries 
often spoke about crises, unemployment 
and inflation in capitalist countries, but 
so far only one country had promised 
increased support for the ICA during 
Congress, and that was the United 
Kingdom.

The over-riding problem was that the 
needs were known, that methods and 
experience were available, but there 
were not sufficient resources. An effort 
must be made to try to interest more of

the millions and millions of co-operative 
members in supporting the Alliance.

Mr V. GALETTI, Italy, speaking on 
behalf of the whole Italian co-operativc 
movement stated that they were in 
agreement with the programme of work 
for the next four years as outlined by the 
Central Committee.

I ’he Alliance, a world-wide organisa
tion, which could play a role in develop
ing the co-operative movement in diff
erent political, social and economic 
conditions thoughout the world, should 
make its image more specific.

In order to reply to this calling, the 
ICA had already shown that it would 
support the following three strategies— 
unity of inter- co-operative collaboration, 
unity of international co-operative action 
and unity in the promotion of co-oper
atives in the Third World.

The positive experience of the regional 
offices in Asia and Africa showed the 
need to take into account differing 
situations and to co-ordinate the co
operative movements more eftieiently 
in all regions. It would llun beconu- 
easier to co-ordinate and strengthen the 
efforts for inter-regional collaboration, 
especially the efforts which were neces
sary to give a new impetus to solidarity 
and practical aid by the industrialised 
countries to the Third World. 'Phis 
would be the true test of the strength 
and the vitality of the ICA as a whole.

The economic crisis which struck at 
the heart of the industrialised and de
veloping countries made it more neces
sary than ever before to have concerted 
action among the co-operative move
ments. Among many people there was a 
new awareness of the co-operati\ e njove- 
ment. They hoped that Co-operation 
could represent a way of overcoming
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these difficulties and finding a solution Economic and Social Council, spccifv-
to them. ing its role in international development

Delegates had a big task confronting and its contribution to that development,
them. Efforts had to be renewed to ex- The most recent reports had been sub
tend the co-operative movements with- mitted in 1970, 1972 and 1973.
in national boundaries and at the inter- It was with regret, however, that he
national level. In order to achieve these had to report to Congress that there 
aims co-operators had to play their part, were signs that the Council had been
Efforts must also be made to ensure that reassessing its attitude towards the co
governments would play their part in operative movement. In 1973 none of
taking legislative and economic measures the 54 Governments present in the
to create conditions which would be Council had been willing to initiate or 
favourable to action. At the same time adopt any resolution in support of the 
co-operators had to be vigilant to ensure co-operative movement. In 1975 none
that the autonomy of their movement of the delegates of the 54 Governments
was not threatened. had spoken on the subject of co-oper-

I f  only on the basis of modest experi- atives at all, even though an elaborate 
ence in recent years in some African report had been submitted, which had 
countries, the Italian co-operators were been prepared by the Secretariat in 
confident that progress could be made collaboration with the Secretariat of the
along this difficult road. ICA, the FAO, ILO, the International

M r H. MORSINK, United Nations, Federation of Agricultural Producers
speaking on behalf of the United Nations and the World Council of Credit Unions
Secretary-General, Mr Kurt Waldheim, and all major co-operative organisations
pointed to the Secretary-General’s per- concerned.
sonal interest in the international co- 'J'his rather sad news had led to a grow- 
operativc movement which had been ing feeling within the Secretarial of tlu-
reflected in the fact that in 1973 he had United Nations that it would be ratiuT 
received the members of the ICA Hxecu- difficult to recapture the unreserved 
tive Committee in New York. goodwill and complete support of the

Referring to item 4.11 ‘Collaboration Council, which it had expressed in the 
.with UN and its Specialised Agencies’, 1960s. Now it seemed that the Council 
M r Morsink indicated that he wished to was waiting for the co-operative inove- 
make a distinction between the role of ment to come up with new ideas, new 
the UN Economic and Social Council approaches to development and new 
and the UN General Assembly, which commitments among its members. He 
were the policy-making bodies taking wished to congratulate the President on 
the decisions that would influence the his opening address indicating many 
attitude of Governments, in particular new suggestions for the future pro
of donor Governments, in support of the gramme of the Alliance, 
co-operative movement. Looking at the question of why the

T he United Nations Secretary-Gen- Council had reassessed its attitude, Mr 
eral had submitted detailed reports Morsink thought that it could be said 
about the co-operative movement to the that in recent years the interest of the
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United Nations policy-making bodies 
had been focussed more and more on the 
need to combat poverty and to introduce 
social reforms to this end. The resolu
tions adopted by the Economic and Social 
Council in support of co-operatives had 
tended more and more to view co
operatives as a possible instrument to 
achieve this objective. In this context he 
wanted to offer his congratulations to the 
Director and the Central Committee of 
the ICA on their plans to convene a 
meeting of high-level co-operative ex
perts who would discuss in 1977 the 
vital question whether co-operatives, in 
their mode of operation and structures, 
were responsive to theproblem of poverty 
and social reform in developing coun
tries.

Concerning immediate action by the 
co-operative movement to improve the 
conditions of the poor and enlist their 
active involvement in their own de
velopment, the United Nations Secre
tary-General had suggested that special 
importance should be given to field 
projects that answer the urgent and 
desperate needs of the poor in develop
ing countries.

The United Nations had put funds at 
the disposal of the co-operative move
ment in this connection. For several 
years the United Nations Capital De
velopment Fund had offered the inter
national co-operative movement help 
in providing necessary funds—for ex
ample, for implementing local co
operative projects w'hich would provide 
credit to the poor. These offers had been 
made through the Joint Committee for 
the Promotion of Aid to Co-operatives 
(COPAC) where the United Nations, 
the ICA and other major organisations 
were collaborating.

On behalf of the United Nations 
Secretary-General, Mr Morsink wished 
to express the hope that in the course of 
the work programme for the period 
1977-1980 the ICA would devote some 
of its precious energy to initiating and 
strengthening practical programmes and 
projects which may help in combatting 
poverty, thus providing a glimmer of 
hope to the millions of people living in 
poverty and misery.

Mr ABD-EL KHEIR, Egypt, pointed 
out that Egyptian co-operators were 
taking part in Congress for the first time.

Speaking on the Middle East, he said 
that illiteracy was rampant. The avera;,'e 
was 70 per cent, but in some countries 
it was as high as 90 per cent. Illiteracy 
amongst women was even higher. It was 
for that leason that a Higher Institute 
of Co-operative and Managerial Studies 
had been set up in Egypt without 
assistance from the Government or 
outside sources.

Co-operators in Egypt were aware of 
the financial problems of the I ('A, but 
the establishment of a regional oflk e and 
education centre of the ICA in the area 
would assist in combatting flu- jirobleni 
of illiteracy.

Mr A. E. SAENGER, of the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organ
isation (UNIDO) brought greetings 
fr  m the Executive Director.

He referred to the collaboration 
between the Alliance and UNIDO on 
the one hand and between the Inter
national Committee of Workers’ Co
operative Productive and Artisanal 
Societies on the other. UNIDO 
was using co-operative methods more 
and more and in the application of self- 
help principles close collaboration had
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been promoted between developing 
countries.

In January a seminar has been held 
in New Delhi where the poorest of the 
Asian countries together with some 
industrialised countries had established 
a programme for the next few years. 
Part of the activities of UN ID O  dealing 
with the transfer of technology were 
within the framework of U N ID O ’s 
co-operative investment programme.

In 1975 the Lima Declaration and the 
programme of action for industrial and 
technical co-operation had been pro
claimed, which had stressed that in 
developing countries the national policies 
of industrialisation must devote the 
necessary attention to industrial co
operatives, because they mobilised hu
man and industrial resources in order 
to achieve national goals of economic 
and social development.

In this context mention should be 
made of the close collaboration of 
UNIDO with the Centre for the Pro
motion of Industrial Co-operatives set 
up in Poland by the International Com
mittee of Workers’ Productive and 
Artisanal Societies and the PoHsh Union 
of Work Co-operatives. A joint 
programme of international collalwra- 
tion was under consideration and an 
agreement was likely to be signed'before 
the end of the year.

The report on collaboration between 
co-operatives had successfully gone into 
industrial production. In view of this it 
would perhaps be possible for industrial 
co-operative production from develop
ing countries to be absorbed by co
operative organisations of consumers in 
developed countries. Trade exchanges 
were already being undertaken by 
INTER-COOP and such exchanges

might also be undertaken with develop
ing countries which would benefit frtim 
technical assistance in the field of pro
duction, quality control and marketing 
which could eventually be provided by 
UNIDO, UNCTAD and other agencies.

The report had stated that the quality 
of manufactured products from de
veloping countries had sometimes been 
an obstacle to their sales. This obstacle, 
could perhaps be overcome more easily 
than inflation, the disruption of the 
monetary system or the general reces
sion which hampered international trade.

By offering the collaboration of 
UNIDO in a number of fields, Mr 
Saenger reiterated its willingness to 
work with the ICA to set up a joint 
programme for practical and efficient 
activity in the future. This was a chal
lenging task. UNIDO would be happy 
to join its efforts with those of the ICA 
since producers or consumers of de
veloped or developing countries were 
called upon to subscribe to the New 
International Keonomic Order as an act 
of faith.

.Mr J. j. M rS U N D l, Kenya, congrat
ulated the ICA authorities on preparing 
this document and expressed the hope 
that, con.sequent on this discussion, a 
new pattern for a programme of work 
would emerge which would be followed 
in the future, 'i’he image of the ICA as a 
worldwide co-operative organisation 
would very much depend on the success 
V)f the role of co-operative enterprises in 
promoting the pace of develojinient 
required to enable them to surpass the 
efforts of the multinational corfxirations.

The membership of the ICA was 
largely in the industrialised countries. 
It must aim at becoming truly represent
ative of the co-operative movement of
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the world. Financial barriers to member
ship should not be such as to hold back 
the development of the ICA. Those po-

■ tential members who were often unable 
to pay were the ones in greatest need of 
help. It was therefore necessary for the 
ICA in collaboration with the Regional 
Offices to make it possible for all eligible 
members to attend and participate in the 
activities of the ICA as full members.

With regard to the auxiliary commit
tees, there was an urgent need for these 
committees to be open to all ICA mem
bers as a matter of right. The Regional 
Offices should be encouragcd to set up 
sub-committees of all types in order to 
ensure the effective participation of 
movements in developing countries in 
the work of the ICA.

With regard to co-operative educa
tion, most training should be under
taken within member organi.sations and 
within member countries. Institutes of 
learning were expensive to construct and 
maintain and those countries in greatest 
need of such intensified education were 
also the ones least likely to afVoril sucli 
institutions, 'i'he ICA should consider 
the setting up of a larjje education fund 
capableof starting off desired institutions 
to a level where member organisations 
or their governments could support 
them. Such efforts would enable co
operative organisations in developing 
countries to provide the necessary 
training facilities for their members in 
their own countries.

The establishment of the Advisory 
Group for International Training of 
Co-operators (AGITCOOP) had been a 
useful innovation. The result of the 
group’s work should be publicised, so 
that member organisations could avail 
themselves of the expertise of this group.

The ICA should also promote co
operatives where none existed and 
assist those in developing countries. 
It must adopt a more aggressive ap
proach by instigating collaboration with 
governments and existing national co
operative movements to facilitate speedy 
co-operativedevelopment whenever such 
development was welcome, without wait
ing for spontaneous development.

Co-operative educational tours and 
visits for co-operative leaders from de
veloping countries within the regions or 
overseas should be arranged with the 
help of UNESCO and similar agencies.

M r Musundi submitted proposals on 
the following lines: the ICA should set 
up or.encourage member organisations 
in the industrialised countries to set up 
a special fund to finance investment in 
developing countries which would cater 
for long-term, medium-term and short
term investment needs; the ICA should 
monitor and identify projects which 
could be undertaken as joint ventures 
between the co-oj>eratives of ileveloped 
and those of develo)'»ing eo\intries; the 
IC'A should support tlie New Inter
nationa] ICcononiic Order and member 
organisations could set an example by 
opening up needed reforms in their 
areas of ojieration; the ICA Secretariat 
staff should be made available to visit 
co-operatives in developing countries in 
order to project the image of the ICA 
in the areas concerned.

I\lr !•!. 1K)KI1, International Con
federation of Free Trade Unions, 
brought greetings from the General 
Secretary of the ICF'l'U. Reference had 
been made in the long term programme 
to close collaboration with international 
non-governmental organisations, which 
included the international trade union
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organisations. Although he was the only 
trade union representative present at 
Congress, he could only speak on behalf 
of the ICFTU  which had regarded and 
would continue to regard the ICA as an 
ally and partner.

He expressed the hope that the fruit
ful collaboration with the ICA in various 
fields would be further intensified and 
expanded. The ICA had accepted an 
invitation to take part in the working 
group on multinational corporations set 
up by the ICFTU  which was due to 
meet shortly.

Although collaboration between co
operatives and trade unions was not to be 
discussed until later, M r Horii asked 
Congress for special permission to speak 
on this subject as he had to leave at the 
end of the session.

The IC FTU  had greatly appreciated 
the resolution adopted at the Warsaw 
Congress dealing with collaboration 
between co-operatives and trade unions 
and the study published by the ICA on 
the same subject. The Report on Col
laboration between Co-operatives had 
mentioned that the recent ICFTU 
report on industrial democracy approved 
by its Congress in 1975 had contained a 
warm commendation of co-operative 
ideas in general and of the extension of 
co-operative production in particular. 
This was a new field for the ICFTU 
where exchange of exj^erienee and ideas 
with co-operators would be beneficial.

In spite of co-operatives having been 
accused of failing to reach the poorest 
section of the working population, the 
ICFTU  continued to encourage its 
member organisations in the developing 
countries to try the co-operative method 
in their efforts to meet the needs of their 
working people, for whom trade unions

were often the only social institution 
known to exist and to be working for 
them.

The “co-operative method” was not 
merely a matter of technique. It meant 
the principles and ideas that inspired 
and continued to inspire all co-operatives 
worthy of their name. It was sad to sec 
some government extension programmes 
being paraded as co-operative. It was 
well known that in a few cases rather 
successful co-operative enterprises set 
up by trade unions had been replaced 
by such government-imposed schemes.

Co-operatives were not simply busi
ness organisations. They were, like free 
trade unions, one of the most valuable 
instruments for human development, 
provided that they remained truly inde
pendent voluntary organisations under 
democratic membership control. Many 
of the problems that were being faced 
in an increasingly large number of 
developing countries stemmed from the 
fact that such voluntary organisations- 
of common men and women in tlu- Um- 
est social and econonjic strata iliti not 
readily fit into the life patterns of a 
rigidly licirarchical .society.

'I’he uiral poor w'ere more likely to 
come into conflict with the vested inter
ests of the other segments of their .society 
as experiments succeeded, as confidence 
of their own potentialities was instilled 
into them and as help was given to them 
to release their energies for the improve
ment of their lot throui»h collective 
action.

M r Horii |X)sed the question whether 
established co-operatives, often repre
senting the interests of the comparatively 
better off agricultural producers, would 
be prepared to work for a more equitable 
distribution of wealth and press for
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necessary institutional reforms. If this committees should do more in the field
was 80, then one of the misgivings that of youth for co-operatives in developing
stood in the way of fuller collaboration countries by educating and training the
between co-operatives and trade unions cadres and should seek solutions that
would be removed. would lead to the economic strengthen-

There were, of coursc, other problems, ing of the co-operative movement, 
but they did not affect the fundamental Mr M. G. HESS, Secretary of the
belief of trade unionists in thf over- Banking Committee, addressing Con- 
riding necessity to collaborate with their gress said that the Executive of the
co-operative partners. They had to work Banking Committee had met prior to
together wherever possible in providing Congress and this meeting had been
the effective means for a fairer distribu- followed by a plenary conference in
tion of wealth and to defend together which the programme of the Committee
their right to raise the voice of conscience for the next four years had been dis-
in national and international gatherings cussed. Banks were not particularly
in order to ensure that human values interested in publicity, preferring to
were not sacrificed for the sake of political work more covertly. For this reason the
and economic expediencies. work of the Banking Committee had not

Mr N. MIHAI, Romania, made always been perceived in the corrcct
reference to the training and education light.
which was being provided for co- It had been decided that the Banking
operators from developing countries in Committee should participate in the 
his country. Some of the high-level Fourth International Conference on 
educational institutes were providing Thrift and Credit to be held in Rio de
training for co‘-operators from some Janeiro in April 1977 by providing
African countries, so that they could financial resources and speakers. Sup-
beconie competent leaders able to eon- ]>ort would he given to the International
tribute directly to improving the level of Liaison Conunittee on (.'o-operative 
efficiency of their co-operativeorganisa- Thrift and Credit. Contacts with other 
tions. institutions would be reinforced and the

Speaking on Youth, it was the duty of exchange of information and ideas in 
the young generation to continue social order to improve collaboratioti betwcerj 
development and in this connection member organisations would be pro
co-operatives in Romania, with the moted. 'Fhe exchange of young eniploy- 
support of the party and state, paid ees in member hanks would be encour- 
special attention to the needs of the co- aged and meetings of people working in 
operativeyouthof his country, educating banks would be organised through 
it professionally and socially. facilities provided by the International

The future development of the co- Co-operative Bank (INGEBA). 
operative movement depended on the The financing of co-operatives in
way in which the young people might be developing countries was of particular 
able to influence the further social and interest to the Banking Committee, but 
political evolution of the developing it must be borne in m indthat INGEBA 
countries. The ICA and its specialised and its shareholder banks were not in a
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position to take on greater risks. But for the financing of Regional Offices and
there were other institutions, such as the for extending its services to co-operative
World Bank, which could assist co- movements not yet served, by Regional
operative movements in developing Offices.
countries through INGEBA. Once the The promotion of pcace was a re-
risks had been clearly assessed, a certain cognised area of ICA concern. Its con-
amount of credit could be offered. tribution to peace was to strengthen the

A paper had been presented on the co-operative movement. Resources di
work of the co-operative banks in Latin verted from this effort would not be as
America and it was hoped to continue productive as inter-co-operative trade
collaboration with them. and the building of strong democratic

Ms V. THORNTHW AITE, USA, economic institutions,
stated that the Cooperative League of In connection with peace, there were
the USA was supporting the ICA’s three points that should be made. First,
long-term programme of work. They the strengthening of ICA representation
believed that the major purpose of the at the United Nations as a way of in-
ICA and its member organisations was fluencing its policies and operations in
to advance co-operativc enterprise, both the co-operative conte.xt was to be wel-
in countries where it is seemingly comed. Secondly, there was the question
established and also in developing of economic and political concentration 
countries. of power in the world. Regulation and

In order to do this an important func- competition were two ways of control- 
tion of the ICA was the provision of ling such expansion of power. By 
practical opportunities for an exchange strengthening co-operatives with pro
of views and experiences, as presented grammes of research, education and 
at Congress. A partnership concept management training it should be
could be realised through the work and po.ssiblc to provide a eliniute for multi-
activities of the auxiliary' committees, national co-operatives so that thev
but co-operative societies themselves could develop and compete and be an 
must take some responsibility for reach- effective countervailing force. 'I'hirdly, 
ing out to the whole movement, even a future peaceful world also depended
within their own countries. Greater on the particijiation of young people
co-ordination and unity should besought and w-omen of the co-operative move- 
w'ith the ICA both on activities and on ment. The ICA could provide a forum 
scheduling in order to maximise efforts for the exchange of information, but 
and minimise expen.se. The suggested the responsibilities beyond that point 
joint meetings with the Chairmen and were with member organisations, as 
Secretaries of the auxiliary committees was so much of the practical work of 
were a worth-while undertaking in this the ICA.
regard. Auxiliary committees should The continual improvement of the
explore the possibilities of permitting structure and effectiveness of the ICA 
member organisations within a region was of great importance. It had been 
to form self-supporting sub-committees, agreed that the ICA Congress should be 

The ICA needed a long-range plan more forward looking. Perhaps the
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procedures of operating the Congress 
and of conducting the affairs of the ICA 
needed study as the ICA undertook 
almost overw’helming assignments. An 
effort should be made to structure 
within the ICA a process of continuing 
evaluation of the governing bodies and 
their effectiveness. The activities of the 
ICA depended upon the resources of the 
organisation, and the formation of an 
ad hoc group on finance in this respect 
was to be welcomed. Perhaps a portion 
of the new thrust of the longe-range 
programme might find some financing 
outside the ICA budget by interested 
agencies and organisations, such as the 
FAO and UNIDO.

Mr H. N. OSAKWE, Nigeria, ex
tended greetings from the co-operative 
movement in Nigeria.

The co-operative movement in 
Niageria had witnessed a period of 
rapid co-operative expansion and de
velopment since the inception of the 
Co-operative Development Decade. 'I'hc 
Federal Government of Nigeria had 
publicly adopted the co-operative move
ment as an accredited national instru
ment of economic and soeial dcveloj')- 
ment. The Co-operative Federation of 
Nigeria and its affiliated co-operatives 
were paying very great attention to the 
development of co-operative unions, 
federations or councils at State and 
divisional levels, which in turn spear
headed and promoted the orderly de
velopment and growth of primary co
operative societies within the urban and 
rural communities.

The consolidation of the existing co
operative banks and the establishment 
of new ones offered the climate required 
for the stable economic investment of 
co-operative societies.

It was now clear that the demand of 
the ordinary co-operator in Nigeria was 
to see an ordered society where those in 
the movement could contribute to the 
economic and social development of 
their country. The Federal Government 
had given maximum support for the 
expansion of the existing co-operative 
colleges and the resuscitation of those 
which had been insufficiently active for 
the past five years. This decision had no 
doubt been taken in keeping with the 
Government’s policy of helping the 
co-operative movement and also in 
acknowledgment of the fact that the 
rate of growth in the co-operative move
ment was so rapid that it needed Govern
ment assistance to blend it with the 
national programme for capital and 
manpower development. In this way it 
would be possible to plan more realistic
ally a programme of training for key men 
and women who would direct, manage 
and administer the affairs of the co
operative movement. 'I’he State Govern
ments were at the same time promoting 
co-operative education at tluir levels in 
order to aeliieve greater eniciency.

'I'iie programme of work for V )ll-  
1980 stated that during the Co-operative 
Develojjfnent Decade consideration 
would be given, resources jKTmitting, 
to the setting up of ICA regional offices 
in those parts of the world where they 
were desired by the national movements 
and had a useful role to play. 'I'he rejwrt 
stated that “ J('A activities in West 
Africa have lately been on the increase; 
repeated requests have been made by 
co-operators to establish an ICA pre
sence in West Africa. Investigations 
will be conducted into the feasibility of 
creating an ICA focal point for West 
Africa.” The Co-operative Federation
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of Nigeria had been in the forefront of 
this repeated request. Co-operative 
societies in Nigeria, in close collabora
tion with the Government, were anxious 
to pool their resources to offer the 
necessary help in this respect. It was 
hoped that in the near future a survey 
would be carried out by the ICA and 
that it would lead to a favourable result. 
Help was, however, needed from many 
of the stronger national co-operative 
oiganisations such as those in Canada, 
the Americas, Europe and Asia and 
from other regional co-operative 
bodies.

The report of the Functional Literacy 
Seminar held in Nigeria in 1975 was 
very illuminating and stimulating. It 
would not now be prudent to withdraw 
from this area, but it would be important 
to make the ICA presence in West Africa 
more permanent and therefore more 
effective.

The economy in Nigeria was mainly 
agricultural, even though recently there 
had been an increase in mineral oil 
production. It was still an agricultural 
countrj’ and therefore efforts had to be 
concentrated in the field of agricultural 
Co-operation, co-operative distribution 
^nd consumer goods and services for the 
ordinary men and women, backed up by 
co-operative education and sound fin
ancial management.

7'he recommendations made by the 
Central Committee needed every dele
gate’s support. Mere moral support was 
not enough. All had to share in covering 
the cost of the programme additional 
to the present budget.

At the end of the session, the 
GENERAL SECRETARY sought the 
formal approval of Congress of the nomi

nations for election to tlie new Centra! 
Committee.

Fifth Session

Thursday, 30th September 1976 
(morning)

DEBATE ON PROGRAMME OF 
WORK 1977-80 (resumed)

Mr F. OWEN, United States, spoke 
in support of the ICA long-term pro
gramme of work, and commented on the 
role of the ICA in teclmical assistance.

Co-operatives were nccessary as a 
base for sound rural development. There 
were very few examples of successful 
rural development anywhere in the 
world without the social and economic 
effects of co-operatives. Co-operatives 
had proven able to help people to achieve 
better lives.

The problem facing most developing 
countries was how to do a more effective 
job of developing co-operative institu
tions. If this was so, then what was the 
proper role for the ICA in providing 
technical assistance? What did it have 
to offer.^

First, within the ICA membership 
there were the successfully operating 
co-operatives in every field of co-opera
tive endeavour. In these co-operatives 
were jiersons with the practical operating 
experience essential in the planning and 
implementation of newly-organised co
operatives in the developing world.

Secondly, in the ICA membership 
were many of the co-operative organisa
tions of the developing countries which 
were seeking access to the financial and 
technical resources needed in their 
development.

Thirdly, the ICA in its daily work was 
in contact with all those national and
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iiitirnational donor organisations wliich 
were involved in co-operativc technical 
assistance. These included UN agencies 
such as FAO -and ILO, foundations, 
national Governments, religious organi
sations and other social groups. The 
ICA was in a strategic position to bring 
to this front line of world need the num
ber one element now missing jn most 
co-operative efforts—that was, the ex
perienced co-operative operational per
sons who understood both the social and 
economic elements involved in viable 
co-operative development.

Co-operatives were not easy institu
tions to form, especially the involvement 
of members in the operations, financial 
stability of these operations and the 
desirable social and economic results.

The ICA could become a catalyst for 
more effective co-operative develop
ment. It was the best-qualified and most 
appropriate international organisation 
to act as an intermediary between these 
three groups: the funding organisations, 
the co-operativc organisations which 
could supply the experienced personnel, 
and the developing countries which were 
seeking help and direction. The ICA, 
acting in this role of catalyst, should en
courage donor agencies to use the re
sources within its membership.

Mr Ov '̂en cited the example of the 
Indian Farmers’ Fertilizer Co-operative 
(IFFCO) which was oneof the most suc
cessful co-operativc endeavours in the 
developing world. Within 16 months of 
its inception IFFCO, owned by the 
farmers of India and assisted by the 
fertilizer co-operatives of the USA, had 
generated 2.5 million dollars of savings 
and had saved the government of India 
over 100 million dollars in foreign ex
change. In addition six reductions in

fertilizer prices had taken placc witlim 
the last year. This and other such pro
jects would not exist without the input 
of experienced personnel supplied by 
member organisations of the ICA.

The ICA had an open channel to dis
cuss with the UN agencies and others 
the greater utilisation of operational 
personnel within the ICA family of 
members. The ICA should not attempt 
to create the capacity w’ithin its own 
staff or in the staff of the Joint Commit
tee for the Promotion of Aid to Co
operatives (COPAC) to plan or imple
ment co-operative activities, but should 
find the way effectively to utilise its 
greatest re.sources—its member organisa
tions. It had been pleasing to hear the 
remarks of the President of France urg
ing a marriage of greater governmental 
financial support with the technical 
expertise of co-operatives in develop
ment.

Worldwide co-operative development 
would depend upon the ability of co
operatives in the more developed coun
tries to transfer and adajU tluir exjH-ri- 

encc to the needs of peojilc in t lu  ir sister 
niuions who were asking for l u l | i .  \'iahic 
co-operatives could not be created by 
talking co-operative principles only. 
'I'here was need for action to strengthen 
the bonds and transfer the knowledge 
from the people who had already 
achieved some success to those who w ere 
just beginning. Who knew how impor
tant such bonds could he in t l i e  f \ i ture  

world economic and social order?
Mr B. CATALANO, Secretary of the 

Workers’ Productive Committee, stated 
that his Committee was convinced that 
the ICA could play a very important role 
in making a contribution towards the 
New International Economic Order, as
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it had been invited to do by M r Giscard organisations supporting the devclop- 
d ’£«taing. ment of co-opcratives should be intensi-

T he Committee at its meeting prior fied, but this could not be done without
to Congress had discussed a report on the help of the ICA. The Directors-
the programme of its work for the period General of the ILO and of UNKSCO in
1977-80. It was important to increase their speeches had expressed the desire
membership of the Committee and to for closer collaboration with the ICA.
ensure that members were more active. Heed should be taken of these speeches, 
There was a need for members to give because they bore witness to the repre
aid to co-operatives in other parts of the sentative force of the ICA and the in
world, particularly in the developing creasing credibility of its image, 
countries. The Committee was aware of the lack

TTie Committee would in future aim at of financial means of the ICA and the 
more effective collaboration between difficulty of having sufficient personnel 
members in supporting programmes to ensure its presence in other parts of 
not only at the ideological level, but also the world where this would be nt cessary. 
through practical contributions. For this reason it was necessary to re-

Particular attention should be given examine the role of the auxiliary com- 
to the promotion of industrial co-opera- mittees, a name which should be 
tives in both the developing and the changed to “specialised committees” , 
industrialised countries taking into ac- This would give the committees a wider 
count the recommendations adopted by scope of action and greater res}X )nsibili
the ILO  Employment Conference held ties. They should be encouraged to take 
earlier in the year. Consideration had a more active part in the general pro- 
been given to the appointment by mem- gramme of the ICA. On the other hand 
ber organisations of a permanent corres- the ICA should consider the coniniittees 
pondent in the various regions with a as its technical bodies and assist tlu-ni in 
view to later decentralisation. At some all matters which could fall within their 
stage in the future there might be the spheres of activity. 'I'his would imply a 
need for making a member of the staff large promotional and political delega- 
o f the ICA Regional Offices responsible tion of powers to each committee. The 
for developing industrial and artisanal committees could take action which the 
co-operaiives. The Regional Offices in ICA could not take at present because 
East Africa and South-East Asia should of its lack of means, 
provide the committee with information The Workers’ Productive Comnuttee 
about the need foi help in countries in had helped the ICA by representing it
those areas. at various conferences organised by the

The Committee would in future issue UN agencies, and at the periodical 
its own newsletter and would continue meetingsofUNIDOin Vienna. Through 
its support to the Centre for the Promo- better co-ordination the Committee 
tion of Industrial Co-operatives in could play a larger role within the ICA 
Warsaw. Closer relations with the Hous- and help it in carrying out its long term 
ing Committee would be sought. programme of work for 1977-1980. As

The links with UN agencies and other specialised committees, not simpiv auxi-
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liary committees, they could carry out 
their work more effectively, leaving to 
the ICA the basic political and ropre- 
sentative functions which should remain 
its responsibility.

Mr C. H. PERETTE, Argentina, 
brought greetings from the co-operators 
of his country and expressed his appre
ciation to the Central Committee' for the 
work it had done with regard to the long
term programme of work.

The Co-operative Development De
cade constituted a real challenge for the 
developing countries. I t was a means of 
proving solidarity with all people in all 
countries of the world. Much had been 
done in recent years but more must be 
done in the years ahead. The developing 
countries were not asking for charity 
from the industrialised countries, but 
for solidarity and joint efforts in the 
tasks to be fulfilled. These were the 
fundamental bases of international co
operation.

Co-operators must act to achicvc 
these aims. Under-developmcnt should 
be overcome, as sliouid poverty, social 
injustice, oppression and economic de
pendency. Under - development was 
sometimes caused through influences 
outside developing countries. An inten
sive effort was therefore necessary not 
only by the ICA, but also by co-operators 
in other countries without any distinc
tion of ideology, race or religion.

Co-operatives were the source of 
peace and solidarity throughout the 
world. Only they could overcome the 
problem of under-development, of eco
nomic inequality and social backward
ness. In Latin America, with a popula
tion of 300 million which would increase 
to 600 million by the year 2000, rigorous 
efforts must be made to promote co

operatives. In Argentina there were al
ready 5,000 co-operatives with a mem
bership of 6 million.

Co-operation would not be overcome. 
It was bound to triumph, because it 
could help in the spiritual field, in educa
tion, in the moral field and also assist in 
achieving a more equitable economic 
situation.

Mrs P. VARATORN, Thailand, said 
that co-operatives in her country were 
initiated by the Government in 1916 
when the first co-operativc society was 
established among the small paddy 
farmers. The primary intention of the 
Government had been to relieve farmers 
of severe indebtedness and to enable 
them to retain ownership of their land.

In 1943 the Bank for Co-operatives 
had been established to serve as a financ
ing institution of agricultural co-opera
tives. In 1968 the Co-operative Societies 
Act had been promulgated in order to 
facilitate the expansion and improve
ment of co-opc/atives. This legislation 
had embodied two new features—the 
amalgamation of co-opcrativcs and the 
estab lishm en t of the C^)-operative 
League of 'I'hailand. At present there 
were six main types of co-operative in 
Thailand; jagricultural, land settlement, 
fisheries, consumers, thrift and credit 
and services. Amongst the ser\'ice 
societies were five rural electric co
operatives, one taxi drivers’ co-oiMrra- 
tive and four housing co-operatives.

In order to improve the performance 
of co-operatives in 'I'hailand it should 
be recommended that the Government 
should encourage the Bank for Co-opera
tives to become the financing institution 
for all types of co-operatives and that the 
Department of Co-operative Promotion 
and other agencies concerned with the
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jironiotion of co-opcralivcs should work tries and the Third W orld loiintriis 
out a long-term programme for the im- should be made when one was thinking 
provement of farm techniques, cottage about Co-operation as a means of dcve- 
industries, marketing and processing, lopment; it had the same advantages for 
and co-operative management; advice both.
should be sought from the ICA to accom- For the benefit of the whole co-opera- 
plish these tasks. It should further be tive movement, the ICA should project 
recommended that the ICA should assist an image of an institution which was 
in working out a plan for closer colla- trulyinternational, truly open, and ready 
boration between the Department of to respond to the different co-opcrativc 
Co-operative Promotion, the Bank for sectors. It should aim to increase mem- 
Co-operatives and the Co-operative bership and vary such membership as 
League of Thailand. far as possible. For this reason greater

M r Y. DANEAU, Canada, said that collaboration between co-operatives at
from the report it could be seen that the the national and international level was
image ofthe ICA was predominantly one needed. Only thus would it be possible 
of an organisation of consumers. This to solve some of the problems raised in 
W'as largely to be explained by the history the Report and to present Co-operation
of the ICA. In years to come it would be as a truly flexible mo\ement capable of
necessary to ensure that other forms of responding to present-day problems,
co-operatives became associated as close- M r P. O. MOHN, United States, 
ly as possible with the ICA, especially the pointed out that although he was reprt- 
financial and agricultural sectors, but senting the Co-operative League of the 
also housing, fisheries and the new types USA, he was also the President of the 
of co-operative which were now being International Association of Co-opcra- 
established in various parts of the world, tive Kducators. Members of that Asso- 
A greater balance had to be established ciation were primarily from the Carib- 
betwecn the production, consumer and bean, Canada and the United .States, 
financial sectors. Dealing with the role of education in

In many regions of the world the management training as it impacted 
ability of political and economic systems upon co-operatives as efficient economic
to meet the needs of the people were organisations, he said that his delegation
being questioned today. The different would support the long-term programme
types of development which Co-opera- of work on education as stated in the
tion offered and the very varied fields of various sections of the Rejwrt. Manage-
activity in which it could participate ment training could, however, be inter-
should be emphasised. It was also ncces- preted in several wavs, as was evidenced
sarytostressincreasingly that Co-opera- during the liducation Conference, i'wo
tion as a dynamic experiment in social fundamental and critical elements of
and economic development was a new management training as a priority issue
means of offering a valuable, positive related to who was going to be trained
and efficient answer to the many prob- and what information was going to be
lems which countries faced today. No disseminated.
distinction between the developed coun- To bocftcGtive in the long term as a
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co-opcrativc enterprise of and for the between both parts of the management
members, it was imperative that the team was most likely to achieve both
total management team, namely the efficiency and responsiveness to mem-
committee, received training. The word bers’ economic and social needs,
“committee” would mean those who Most people would argue that mana- 
represented the members and those gerial competence in co-operatives must
operating management which were hired be as great, or greater than, that of pro-
by the committee. They should concern prietary coiporations. Since the last
themselves with sophisticated and up- ICA Congress, co-operative leadership
to-date management principles and in the United States had taken a signifi-
practices. cant step to instill in young co-operative

The ICA met this need already to executives the meaning of co-operation,
some degree through regional manage- The objective was to help these young
ment seminars. It further contributed executives to become successful co-
by surveying what management educa- operative leaders as well as successful
tion was being conducted for operating managers. For this purpose the Graduate
management by member organisations. Institute of Co-operative Leadership
It seemed, however, that the required w'as established at the University o f
emphasis upon management education Missouri with a governing board repre-
for the elected committee members was senting both co-operative management
absent. and committee members. A similar

Significant efforts had been made, institute for committee members was
particularly in Canada and the United under consideration. A book entitled
States, to ensure that every committee "Boards of Directors of Co-operatives”
member had an opportunity to partici- had been published to strengthen the
pate in seminars. Usually this was done dccision-niaking and leadership of com-
with operating management to develo]i mittoc members within the context of
proficiency in decision - ntaking and co-operative philosophy and principles,
leadership, combined with management Another neglected area in managc-
proficiency by operating managers. He nient education was that of inter-co
urged the ICA similarly to place equal operative collaboration. Significant op-

•emphasis on educational programmes portunities existed for increased colb-
for committee members. boration between co-operatives. I'hey

Without each part of the management existed at three specific levels: (1) be-
team fulfilling its role effectively, the tween co-operatives of a country in the
great danger existed that the co-opera- same scrvice or product field, such as
tive would lose competitive efficiency, between and among agricultural co-
On the other hand, there was a danger operatives; (2) between co-opcrativcs of
that the co-operative would not respond a country in different service and product
to the W’ill of the members, and for all fields, such as between consumer and
practical purposes would become like a agricultural co-operatives; (3) between
proprietary corporation where the sole co-operatives of different countries,
objective was profitability rather than There were a number of examples at
service to members. Balanced leadership these levels, but few existed between
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co-opcrativcs on different continents. In centres for the promotion of industrial 
the nwmagement and committee mem- co-operatives.
here’ training programmes, greater em- A Centre for the Promotion of Indus-
phasis should be placed upon issues re- trial Co-operatives had been set up in
lated to multinational collaboration be- Poland. The administrative costs were 
tween co-operatives. borne by the Polish workers’ co-opera-

A good example of what could be tives and the various assistance pro-
done between co-operatives of different grammes were jointly financed by the
continents W'ould be the co-operative Polish co-operatives and the specialised
venture called Nordiscan owned jointly agencies of the United Nations—in par-
by the Greenbelt Consumer Services of ticular by UNIDO. The Centre worked
the USA and Nordisk Andelsexport, in close collaboration with UNIDO and
owned by the Scandinavian consumer with the help of UNIDO, seminars and
wholesale societies. Nordiscan bought management training courses for co
furniture for the Greenbelt consumer operative leaders from developing coun
co-operative from the Scandinavian tries had been organised every year in
countries thus making it possible for a order to promote industrial co-opera-
consumer co-operative in the United tives in these countries.
States to materially benefit its members. Part of the 1976 Poznan International

This initial collaboration could be a Fair had been reserved for dis])la}nng 
beginning for much more product and craftsmen’s industrial products of co- 
service collaboration. To fully develop operatives from developing countries, 
these opportunities, it was essential that I'his had created a great deal of interest 
managenient training broadened the and made people aware of the needs. It 
horizons of both oj>erating management also gave the opportunity of comparing 
and committee members. 'J’he ICA the quality of goods offered and of 
should be encouraged to continue its establishing |)ossible channels for the 
leadership in co-operative edycation and transfer of technology, 
training. J’articular attention should be It was necessary to stress the activities
given: (1) to increasing emphasis on of workers’ co-operatives which could 
education and training of comn>ittee play a very important part in increasing 

'members; (2) to ensuring that co-opera-, the standard of living of the people in 
tive principles were a contii.uing part of the develojMng countries. The Second 
the educational programme for co- General Conference of UNIDO stated 
operative operating managers; (3) to that national industrialisation policies in 
encouraging increased efforts to broaden developing countries should encourage 
the horizon of both management and small, medium-scale and rural industry’ 
committee members for collaboration and to this end due attention should be 
between co-operatives. given to workers’ co-operatives.

M r P. TRAMPCZYNSKI, Poland, Mr S. SULEMESOV. Bulgaria,
pointed to the role of workers’ co-opera- pointed out that one of the major tasLs
tives in accelerating economic develop- which required the efforts of all co- 
mcnt. In order to encourage such deve- operators was to increase the membcr- 
lopment it would be necessary to set up ship of the ICA by attracting all co-
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operatives which applied the co-opera
tive principles. In a number of geo
graphical areas there 'were agricultural 
co-operatives which were not members 
of the ICA for reasons which were de
fined in the Report.

There were many areas where there 
was no ICA presence, despite the fact 
that conditions were favourable. This 
was the case in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. Governments of many coun
tries in these areas were in favour of 
co-operatives and the opportunity should 
be taken to seek new members. Experts 
should be sent out to help the young co
operative movements in order to enable 
them to expand and also to assist in 
setting up new co-operative movements. 
This would also make it possible to set 
up national organisations which could 
become members of the Alliance.

The Bulgarian co-operative move
ment had set up a school for the training 
of cadres from developing countries and 
was willing to expand this activity.

The subscription to the ICA created 
problems for a number of co-opcratives. 
It might be possible to adapt contribu
tions to tlic situation of these co-opera- 
tives. If it were possible to attract more 
organisations into membership, the ICA

• would become more representative.
Mr K. HARDING, Canada, referred 

to the section dealing with the Fisheries 
Sub-Committee and paid tribute to the 
untiring work of Mr P. Lacour, the re
tiring chairman. Because of the wide 
geographical distribution of membership 
the chairmanship had not been an easy 
task. The first Open World Conference 
on Co-operative Fisheries held in Tokyo 
in 1975 had been a concrete result of 
Mr Lacour’s efforts.

The Committee would continue its

work under the chairmanship of Mr J. 
Saito, President of the National Federa
tion of Fisheries Co-operatives of Japan. 
The meeting held in Paris had indicated 
that practical action to achieve maximum 
results in the development of fisheries 
through co-operative channels through
out the world was desired. There had 
been a unanimous expression of opinion 
that the Fisheries Sub - Committee 
should be given the full status of an 
auxiliary committee, and it should in 
future be known as the ICA Fisheries 
Committee.

With the rapidly increasing world 
population and the critical acceleration 
of pollution of the environment, particu
larly of the oceans, the future of the 
fishery resources of the world was at the 
most critical stage recorded in the history 
of the earth. Those who were citizens of 
maritime nations had been following 
with much interest the conferences on 
the Law of the Sea. Whether or not 
these would eventually lead to inter
national agreement was still open t«> 
question, but it was evident that fishing 
limits of 200 miles would be fairly general 
by 1977. 'I'hose nations, like Canada, 
with im])ortant stocks of anadromous 
fish, such as salmon, knew that this was 
not enough if the sensible management 
of such species, in order to maintain 
their maximum sustaineii yield to feed 
the world’s growing population, were to 
be succcssful.

'I'hese problems were of the utmost 
importance to everybody. 'I'he experi
ence gained by fishermen in co-opcra
tives in running their own affairs made 
them moie mature and resjwnsible in 
their attitude towards such problems. 
Fishermen had a vested interest in the 
fishing industry, because for the most
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part they followed it, generation by 
generation. Therefore they had an 
interest in environmental control and 
conservation of fish stocks. Their in
terest was not only in what they might 
catch today but in what would be avail
able for those who followed them.

Therefore there would be an iinpor- 
tant future for a committee that might 
be called the ICA Fisheries Committee 
in utilising to the fullest extent the in
herent responsible attitude of members 
of fishermen's co-operatives to collec
tively take a position on these important 
issues. Such a committee could be used 
as a voice for the expression of opinions 
on such issues as the control of the en
vironment, the minimisation of adul
teration of marine food products and the 
maximum sustained yields of fishery 
resources.

Mr R. L. MARSHALL, United 
Kingdom, offered his tribute to the 
competence', the organisation and the 
contrivancc of the Report. It posed, 
however, two questions. First, was this 
the work co-operators wanted to be 
accomplished? Secondly, if this was so, 
w'ere members prepared to pay for it? 
Mr Whitehead had already indicated 
that the Hritish response would be 
sympathetic and positive.

Ik-yond that, Mr Marshall wanted to 
offer two reflections on a particular 
section of the Report. 'Fhe reflections 
were addressed to the sections of the 
Report dealing with the image of the 
Alliance. That image was good. Co- 
operators looked upon the Alliance with 
respect, gratitude and affection. That 
was a tribute to past Directors and the 
present Director who for many repre
sented a focus and embodiment of the 
contribution of the Alliance. But the

reflections would take the form of two 
pieces of advice to himself.

The first advice was in a sense arith
metical. It was that only once a year or 
perhaps twice a year, at most three times 
a year, he would speak of 326 million 
co-operators supporting some point of 
view or some resolution of opinion. 
'I'hat in a sense also was the indication 
in cautious terms of the Report itself. It 
offered the advice that one could not 
attach too much imj>ortance to the pass
ing of resolutions. One certainly could 
not claim for such a resolution a con
sensus of 326 million co-operators. Of 
course, the figure was mathematically 
precise, legally and constitutionally 
correct, but the reality of positive com
mitment to Co-operation, the reality ot 
some understanding of Co-operation, 
was much more limited. It was the duty 
of co-operators to extend that reality as 
widely as possible.

Mr Marshall went on to say:
“ My second reflection follows in a 

scn.sc from the first. I advise myseH to 
make the most of wh;it the Report e.ills 
this ‘valuaiile dialogue which can lulp 
in the development of mutual under
standing’. And it can if we talk not only 
about what eo-oj>erators share hut alnuit 
our differences, not only talk about our 
differences but be honest enough to 
make a dialogue about them ~ (iiffer- 
ences in forms of Co-operation, differ
ences in tile relation of co-operative 
institutions t(> the State which is an area 
of particular inteiest to me. We should 
talk about them frankly and objectively, 
reasonably and receptively. We should 
not only talk to each other but listen to 
cach other, and in that exchange perhaps 
achieve some fruitful advance, not be
hind barricades of entrenched preju-
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dices, not out of cntrcnchcd positions of througli a similar cxpcriencc in similar
deep-rooted conviction, but as co- circumstanccs.
operators capable of an honest and Dr H. FAHRENKROG, German 
frank dialogue." Democratic Republic, commended the

Mr P. MAUREMOOTOO, Mauri- ICA on the long-term programme of
tius, expressed his appreciation of the work as outlined in the Report. It dealt
valuable technical assistance which, as a with all types of political, economic and
follow-up to the reccnt ICA mission to social questions which were of vital
Mauritius, the ICA was offering to the interest to all member organisations of
Mauritian co-operative movement in the ICA and formed a framework in
the form of a comprehensive educa- which each of the federations and mem-
tional programme; he commended the bers could actively participate,
approach which the ICA had adopted in Priorities had been laid down. This 
this case and recommended it to other list of priorities established a new stage
developing countries, in collaboration between co-operatives.

Co-operatives had first been organised It was with great satisfaction that it had
in Mauritius in 1913 in the agricultural been neticed that the programme had
field. They now involved some 20 per dealt with the question of time. The de
cent of the whole population. They had mcnt of time should work for peaceful
diversified in all the usual sectors, but co-existence, as co-operators had been
liad arrived at a crossroads. Co-operators realising for many years, especially in the
in Mauritius operated in a mixed eco- German Democratic Republic. This
nomy and had to compete with well was a fundamental aspect of activity
established private enterprise Co-opera- which should underlie the long-term
tives had to prove that they were quite programme of work for 1977-19X0.
as good if not better than private enter- His own organisation had decided to
prise in the provision of goods or services invite AGITCOOP and the Women’s
to their members. The government was Committee to hold meetings in the GDR
very sympathetic, but co-operatives had during the period 1977-80 provided the
constantly to show their worth—hence ICA authorities agreed to that proposal,
the value attached to the ICA education Mr LA H ITTE, Trance, welcomed
.programme, its thrust would be concen- the proposal to establish an eflicient .sys-
trated on the transfer of skills to the tem of information exchange wliich
Mauritian people. Only the acquisition would link member organisations ami
of new skills could ensure progress and stressed that efforts must be made to tr\
development. to project an image throughout the

To be small and insignificant posed world which would show that co-opera-
no threat to anybody, but as co-opera- tors supported the social and economic
tives were beginning to grow opposition development of people. Member organi-
was being encountered. It would assist sations should try to participate as
co-operators in his country if they could actively as possible in the activities of the
make use—with appropriate modifica- ICA. He supported the idea of the
tion—of the know-how of co-operators establishment of national liaison com-
in developed countries who had gone mittees. These committees could exam-
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inc the agendas prepared for the meet- members to become more active at every
ings of the. Central Committee in order level of ICA activity,
that the programme of work might be A. I. KRASHENINNIKOV,
carried out more effectively. In France uSSR, said that the programme out- 
an organisation, the Groupement Na- tj,e work of the ICA for the period
tional de la Cooperation which linked 19 77 . 1980. It was directed towards fur-
all ICA member organisations, could strengthening the ICA throughout
eflectively carry out this task. world, making known to people the

Auxiliary committees should also have co-operatives could play in social
a network at national level. By setting up economic development and in
spcdaUstcommitteesitmightbepossible ^ r  democracy and social pro-
to discuss important problems at annual capitalist monopolies,
meetings which could perhaps be held
priortotheplenatyauxiliarycommittees. “  document was accepted by 
The questions to be put before Congress Congress there would be a programme
should be widely discussed through the 'W 'fy ■'"“8 ' ‘•'e
national co-opciative movements. This lay down its policy, its concrete
would contribute towards improving the ">«'‘ods and means by
image of the ICA and make it more P'ogramme could be imple-
authoritative with its member organisa- *” ^nted by the ICA.
tions. Centrosoyus would like to suggest

The Report mentioned four new and that the text of section 2.3.2 dealing 
emerging problems — environment, with peace should be deleted. This para- 
energy, population and food. These graph had not been ver\’ well expressed, 
problems should be studied and debated It stressed j>crhaps the wrong elements, 
widely in order to awaken the conscicncc It could be seen as giving too much im-
of fellow co-operators and to make them portance to the political side of discus-
aware that it was essential tp find solu- sions within the ICA, which could mean
tions to these problems. a return to the period of the Cold War

Contacts betw'cen co-operatives of which could so very easily turn into a 
different countries through seminars, hot war. The USSR in common with

• AjTnposia and study tours should be other Socialist countries had managed to 
developed. An initiative in this respect turn away from the Cold War towards 
could be taken through the auxiliary detente by setting up the prerequisites 
committees which would thus see their for the social and peaceful progress of 
educative and research role increased. all peoples and countries, especially

Faced with the difficulties ol the through the develojiment of the co
capitalist world and its structures based operative movement. Co-operators from
on the search for profit. Co-operation Socialist countries speaking at meetings 
could bring a solution to the economic of the Alliance during this period, when 
problems. In the present world situa- the political threat was even greater, 
tion co-operators had a very important always bore in mind the idea of peace, 
role to play. Therefoie, it was necessary The contents of section 2,3.2 did not 
to improve the image and to encourage correspond to historic facts and it would
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therefore be a good idea to delete this 'I'Jie delegate speaking on behalf of the
paragraph. London Co-operative Society who at-

Apart from these comments Centro- backed the regime in Chile had the full
Boyus entirely agreed with the long-term support of the Russian delegation. It
programme as outlined in the Report would be a ̂ d  idea for both the Execu-
and gave it its full support. Committee and the Central Com-

o 5 £ * . j  .u . 1/-A mittee to examine the possibility ofSection 2 .3.0 stated that the ICA was , r ,, .  . , . f  , excludmg such organisations from thetaking a particular point of view with . . .  . • i.j  . 1 • t . r ICA, as had happened previously withregard to political regimes which were , . . . . ^
. . • t. T the co-operative organisation in Greece,acting against human rights. It went on •

to  s eak of___  IBRAHIM, Malaysia, ex-
pressed his appreciation on behalf of the 

“refusal to admit co-operative organi- National Co-operative Council of Ma- 
sations from such countries and some- to the staff of the ICA headquarters
times even the expulsion of or suspen- London and particularly to the staff
Sion of relations with existing mem- ,he ICA Regional Office in New
bers where politically regressive re- ^elhi for their advice, guidance and
gimes have penetrated the co-opera- assi'stance given to the co-operative
tive movement . . . movements in South-East Asia, espe-

Russian co-operators totally supported cially in Malaysia, 
this statement and thought it should be Co-operators in the developing coun
applied to the situation in Chile. They tries wanted to participate in the many
had no other aim but their concern for activities in which the developed coun
co-operators of this country and they tries were involved. It had been noted 
were doing everything possible to sup- with satisfaction that the ICA and FAO 
port them. It was known that many pro- were collaborating in the interests of 
gressive Chilean co-operators were in co-operators throughout the world. 'I'hc 
prison or h ad  b ee n  assassinated, others policies of governments in the various
h a d  been forced to emigrate and were countries changed from time to time and
now living in various parts of the world, the priorities given to different schemes 
It w as the right of the ICA to break off of development were then modified. If 
relations with organisations supported the ICA and the FAO could keep 
b y  such regimes. I 'he Central Com- abreast of these changing governmental 
mittee held in Budapest in 1973 passed policies, the co-operative movement 
a resolution condemning the M ilita ry  could play a greater part in the develop- 
Junta an d  ca llin g  fo r  respect for h u m an  ment of the countries concerned, 
r ig h ts . In Malaysia the co-operative move-

Throughout th e  w o rld  there had b een  ment had become an anchor for the 
protests against the tyranny of the people. With their support the move- 
present regime and against the flouting ment was growing all the time. But
of human rights in Chile. There were direct help, direct aid from the ICA and
unfortunately co-operators present at the FAO was needed, without the usual 
Congress who supported the Military red tape. Politics could interfere with 
Junta and this was a shameful position, the advancement of projects and some-
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times hinder such activities. For that of production, marketing and distribu-
reason political comments or activities tion—the trinity of any healthy economic
should be av o id s  in an organisation enterprise.
like the ICA. The Prime Minister of India had

Malaysian co-operators wanted to rightly said that she knew of no other
participate increasingly in fisheries acti- instrument so powerful and full of social
vities. There were potentials for export- purpose as Co-operation, and hopefully
jng jellyfish, catching shaiks and the desired that the healthy growlh of the
rearing of cockles. If  the ICA and the co-operative movement in India might
FAO were able to help the Malaysian continue so that it became a real people’s
co-operators to look into the viability of movement dedicated to the service of
these various schemes it would be man—specifically the poorest and most
possible to make progress in the same backward sections of the community,
way as Japan and Korea had done. What was true of India might also be

M r R. G. TIWARI, India, said that true of other developing countries with
Congress provided the occasion for a minor local variations and minor difTcr-
review and reassessment of the perfor- ences in the socio-economic order. Co-
mance, problems and prospects of the operatives in these countries had an
co-operative movement. I t also pro- historic role to play being vitally linked
vided the occasion for reaffirming the with economic prosperity and the well-
faith of co-operators and for rededi- being of the people living in those coun-
cating themselves to the cause of Co- tries. Co-operatives must succeed in the
operation, and through it to the service interests of the people in developing
of the under-privileged, the poor and countries. The assistance, help and
backward communities. technical knowledge received from the

Co-operatives were now universally ICA and its Regional Offict* must be
accepted as a powerful instrument for acknowledged. Thanks must he given to
social and economic transformation, and the co-operative movements of the
it was precisely for this reason that there developed countries for their interest
was a wide application of co-operative in and appreciation of the problems of
principles and a co-operative approach Indian co-operators and for their posi-

, to problems aiming at quick changes in tive contribution towards the Ijealthy
socio-economic conditions. This had an and purposeful growth of the co-opera-
added advantage, as it provided people tives in developing countries, so that
with opportunities for active association they might become an effective instru-
in programmes designed for their own ment of service to the people. Co-opera-
welfare, and also with a sense of dignity tors in India had benefited immensely 
and fulfilment as they made their con- from the scientific studies, knowledge 
tribution to these programmes. This and advanced technology which the 
process was more marked in developing movements in the developed countries 
countries as they provided more con- had acquired by their experience and 
genial conditions for such application, sustained effort. Hundreds and thou- 
Co-opcration was thus making a very sands of co-operators had availed them- 
significant contribution to programmes selves of the opportunities provided by
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the training institutes of the USSR, the only expanded immensely, they also had
Gennan Democratic Republic, the Uni- a record of wide diversification. There
ted Kingdom, Sweden and other coun- was not an area of economic interest in
tries. They had been enabled to acquire which Indian co-operatives were not
the knowledge to run co-operatives more involved. Agricultural credit was the
efficiently in their respective countries, mainstay. The co-operatives were mect-

These contacts had led to further co- ing about 40 per cent of the total agri
operative joint ventures and collabora- cultural credit needed. It was an acknow- 
tion. The Indian Farmers’ Fertiliser ledged agency in the programme of pro- 
Co-operative stood permanently as a duction which had recorded appreciable 
symbol of friendship, goodwill and growth in recent times. Through the 
understanding between thousands and network of co-operative marketing, co
thousands of co-operators in India and operatives were responsible for the 
the United States. There had also been distribution of 60 per cent of chemical 
collaboration between co-oi>erative8 in fei tiliser and other agricultural goods to 
India and the German Democratic the Indian farmers. I 'hey  also functioned 
Republic in the field of fruit processing, as catalytic agencies for the implenien- 
Such ventures were not only desirable on tation of support price procurement and 
economic grounds but also on those of the processing policy of the Govem- 
human considerations leading to greater ment.
understanding and goodwill. Such joint The sugar co-operatives in India
ventures with the co-operatives of deve- accounted for almost 50 per cent of 
loped countries would always be wel- sugar production, and the dairy eo- 
comed by Indian co-operators in the operatives had earned a name intcr- 
future. For their part Indian co-opera- nationally by virtue of their achievc- 
tors offered the knowledge and expcri- nients. There were other co-ojicrativc 
ence gained by them through a long societies dealing with housing, handi- 
period of work in the field of Co-opera- crafts, industry and fisheries. Last but 
tion, to whatever use it could be put by not least were consumer co-operativcs. 
developing and developed countries of Though of recent growth they were 
the world. looking after the equitable distribution

Indian co-operatives were involved in of essential goods in urban and rural 
several sectors of the development pro- areas and they had been encouraged to 
gramme. This was made possible by the become involved in the production of 
amount of understanding between the essential consumer goods, 
governmental bodies and the co-opera- The purpose of giving some rough 
tives in India. The fact that the Minister details of the size and functions of co
in charge of Co-operation could snatch operatives in India was to inform dele- 
some time out of his busy schedule and gates of the size of problems that Indian 
associate himself with the Congress and co-operators faced and to request those 
its deliberations was an indication of the present to continue their interest and to 
interest the Government of India had draw up suitable work programmes for 
been taking in co-operative activities. India and other developing countries in

The co-operatives of India had not Asia, Africa and Latin America.
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The developing countries were en- movement, becausc these ties deter- 
gaged in the colossal task of improving mined the position and the function of 
the socio-economic life of their people the movement in society. T he opinion 
and of building a social order based on was shared by all that the co-operative 
equality and fair opportunity for all, movement must give assistance to the 
irrespective of sex, social or religious forces wishing to remove capitalist 
convictions. Co-operatives associated exploitation. It was the duty of the ICA 
themselves with this process. Indian and of the co-operative membership to 
co-operators aimed at peace, progress, struggle against domination and pres- 
prosperity and solidarity and therefore sure from monopolies. This had been 
interested themselves in the matter of stressed in a nimiber of resolutions of 
global peace as outlined in the ICA the ICA. I t  would be difficult to wotk 
Resolution on peace. There was poten- concretely if co-operators only wished 
tiality for progress and there were also to eliminate inequalities and did not 
resources and the time was not far off devote their efforts to removing the roots 
when the prosperity of the Indian people of these inequalities, and if they did not 
would be achieved. Indian co-operators attempt to bring about relationships 
had joined hands in this process and which w'ould in turn lead to a progressive 
were making a significant contribution, economic and social system.
In  this task they continued to seek help The co-operative movement in Cze- 
and guidance from this enlightened and choslovakia fully understood the aims
distinguished gathering. and needs of the Alliance. Within the

M r M. MARIK, Czechoslovakia, said framework of its abilities the movement 
that the efforts of the working party attempted to suppoit the aims of the
which had drafted the long-term pro- ICA, participating in implementing the
gramme deserved appreciation. It was tasks of the Co-operative Development
difficult to set up a long-term programme Decade and, in particular, in assisting in
for an international organisation which the training of cadrcs from the dcvelop-
grouped together members from differ- ing countries of Asia, Africa and Latin
ent social and economic systems and America. During the last four years
with different political ideals. Therefore approximately 10 million Czechoslovak

'the  programme had to be  a compromise krona had been spent on the training of 
reflecting the desire to find a consensus, . co-operators from developing countries, 
and could not satisfy all the member This activity would be expanded in the 
organisations. future in order to support the aims of the

The authors had defined it as an open Alliance,
document which would be supplemented
and adapted to new conditions. However, REPLY TO THE DEBATE ON THE 
a great deal of attention had to be paid to PROGRAMME OF WORK 1977-1980
some of the problems. It would have In summing up the discussions, the 
been better if the document had used a DIRECTOR of the ICA, D r S. K.
more precise terminology. It was essen- Saxena, said that he would summarise
tial to define the nature of the ties be- groups of areas, of subjects, which had
tween the state and the co-operative been presented by the various speakers
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and not reply to individual comments.
Comments had given the ICA a great 

deal of food for thought. The suggested 
work programme would be amended 
appropriately after assessing the con
sensus of Congress. I t  would then go 
back to the Executive Committee for its 
implementation. The programme should 
not be cast in so rigid a mouldy that it 
could not respond to immediate chang
ing situations.

A great deal of emphasis had been laid 
on the fact that the ICA was a service 
organisation and that it should assist 
the national movements. This was, of 
course, strictly in keeping with co
operative principles, where the organisa
tion was serving its masters who were 
its members. A couple of major points 
had been made in this connection. One 
had related to the ICA’s efforts in 
arranging for the exchange of experi
ences in a wide variety of fields—tech
nical meetings, seminars and so on. A 
fairly comprehensive mechanism for 
this purpose existed at present within 
the Alliance, although perhaps some 
rationalisation might be ncccssary here 
and there.

The second point within this area of 
discussion related to the information 
which was available to the Alliance, in 
response to which it had formulated its 
programme. The process of constant 
monitoring had been mentioned be
cause it was only in this way that the 
Alliance could be informed of the topi
cality of problems Avhich were to be dis
cussed or further discussed at various 
meetings of the ICA. One suggested 
approach in the paper was the creation 
of national committees, but this did not 
mean the creation of a plethora of insti
tutions. There were perhaps already too

many in cxistencc. It was really the coii- 
ccpt of a unified source at the national 
level which could keep the Alliance 
informed of the urgency and the nature 
of problems which the national move
ment actually faced.

Additionally, there were a number of 
hardy perennials which the Alliance con
tinued to studv from time to time. Infor- 
mation on these subjects needed to be 
collected, classified, interpreted mnd 
disseminated to the member organisa
tions of the ICA: legislation on co
operatives, aspects of relations of the 
co-operative movement to the govern
ment, problems of taxation, multi
nationals, structural reforms, and so on ; 
these were all matters which inhibited 
the operations of the co-operative move
ment. The Report contained a tentative 
list,of these subjects which should be 
constantly monitored. The list was 
bound to decline in importance as time 
went on, but new issues would emerge 
to take their place. Therefore, the infor
mation coming from member organisa
tions would help the ICA to up-date the 
areas which required constant study and 
discussion. These comments related to 
yesterday’s and the morning’s debate.

The second part of the debate had 
emphasised the universality and soli
darity of the movement consistent with 
increasing specialisation. There were 
two or three points to be made on this. 
There were, of course, different parts of 
the world where the spread of ICA mem
bership was extremely thin. It was thus 
a question of getting the ICA known 
through information media and through 
contacts the ICA had, such as UN 
personnel. They had been doing an 
excellent job in making the ICA known 
in different parts of the world. But it had
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to be said, as the President of the As and when necessary extensions of tJie
Alliance had repeatedly emphasised, auxiliary committees in different parts
that it was not quantity but quality of the world should be created. There
which should govern the ICA in this existed already an extension in the case
respect. of agriculture and fisheries in South-

The Executive Committee of the East Asia. There were some discussions
ICA had to continue to apply stringent ofa similar nature, although in a different
tests, as laid down in its constitution, field, concerning East Africa. But befoie
before a new organisation was adpiitted this was done the ICA must ensure that
to membership of the Alliance. This was the need for such an extension existed;
never an easy task. that existing structures, unless there

Another part of the debate had related were special reasons to the contrary',
to the work of the auxiliary committees were respected, and that the extension
of the ICA, because that was the process was welcome and satisfied a genuinely
through which the Alliance was seeking felt need in the region concerned,
to specialise in terms of its activities. The other aspect of regionalisation
Delegates were familiar with their work, related to the persistent demand for
as they were mentioned during the ICA’s presence in West Africa, the
debate. Not much more needed to be Middle East and perhaps in Latin
said about them. But it was important to America. That these areas needed help
recognise that the definition of an expert, from the international fraternity was too
knowing more and more about less and obvious to repeat. The Director, there-
less, was both important and also some- fore, wished to express his appreciation
what dangerous in terms of the inter- to the Minister of State for Co-operation
dependent nature of many of the world’s (India), M r George, and to the various
contemporary problems. These were speakers from West Africa foi their sup-
some of the issues, but there were others port, actual or promised, and tl^cir
which did not respect the traditional passionate advocacy of this causc. In tht-
frontiers. By instituting a meeting of ease of West Africa matters seemed to
chairmen and secretaries of auxiliaries it be moving satisfactorily. 'I'he Executive
should be possible to bring the strength Committee was discussing the possi-
of the entire co-operative movement to bility of sending out a mission to West

•bear on a topical problem. Any number Africa to study some of these aspects,
ofthem  had to be faced. There were also There were a number of prerequisites
varying degrees of closeness between the which needed careful consideration and
ICA Secretariat and the various auxiliary the offers of lielp which had been made
committees. More had to be done from had been noted. These were, of course,
the Secretariat’s point of view in this most welcome, simply because the IC.^
respect. However, the structure of the itself had a rather miserable budget as
auxiliary committees was not uniform everybody knew,
and therefore it was not possible to The efforts of all the auxiliary com-
devise a general pattern for what was at mittees and their contributions in
present a fairly diverse structure. various ways were greatly appreciated.

Regionalisation had been mentioned. The contribution to be made by the
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Banking Committee to the TJirift and 
Credit Conference to be held in Rio in 
April 1977 was especially appreciated. 
The International Liaison Committee 
which was c i^n ising  the Conference 
pcrfotmed a useful function in that it 
made it possible for the ICA to have 
contact with a large number of thrift and 
credit institutions, many of which were 
not within its membership.

It also had to be appreciated that the 
international co-operative financial insti
tutions in the advanced countries were 
working in a highly competitive environ
ment and did not have limitless funds for 
transfer to developing countries. But 
there was in these financial institutions 
another possibility. A wide ranging 
expertise was available. Looking at the 
recent World Bank sector policy paper 
there was a great possibility of a liaison 
between the banking institutions in the 
co-operative movement and the World 
Bank. This was an idea which ought to 
be explored and studied much more 
carefully. In these discussions the 
assistance of the co-operative finance 
people would be needed.

The second point in thi.s connection 
concerned the international inter-lend
ing programme which was currently 
under discussion and for which the 
Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA) had give;j a certain 
amount of money to carry out feasibility 
studies under the offices of the Joint 
Committee for the Promotion of Aid to 
Co-operatives (COPAC).

Passing on to agriculture, on which 
some very precise comments had been 
made by M r Stevenson of the FAO and 
from Mr Kaminski of Poland, the 
Director informed Congress that dis
cussions were taking place with the FAO.

Within the context of their recent policy 
on field projects yielding quick results, 
one would hope these would be success
ful, The trickling down effect referred 
to earlier had revealed many leakages, 
but the dilemma for an international 
organisation like the ICA was that it 
might create small, isolated projects 
which were useful in themselves but 
made no major dent in the policy deci
sions of the govcrmnents concerned. 
Nevertheless Mr Stevenson’s point was 
very well taken in terms of an integrated 
rural development programme and the 
orientation of efforts towards increased 
production. These would be increasingly 
reflected in the work of the ICA Re
gional Offices in South-East Asia and 
East Africa.

Mr Kaminski had made some worth
while comments. He had mentioned the 
assistance to agricultural co-operatives 
through a broad exchange of information 
and the help in food production by 
arranging for the training of experts and 
the exchange of scientific know-how. 
I'he Agricultural Committee had been 
re-constituted and discussions would 
take place with the new chairman as 
soon as possible with regard to setting 
specific priorities.

There was also the wider question of 
the representation of various sectors 
within the power structure of the 
Alliance itself. We were conditioned by 
our history, as somebody had said, but 
it could be said to some extent that we 
were moving away from our history in 
keeping with the changes of modem 
times.

Mr Morsink from the United Nations 
said that there was a great deal of re
thinking taking place within the Econo
mic and Social Council on the role of
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cooperatives. The background to this 
was well known. It started with the 
research studies which had been cartied 
out by the United Nations Research 
Institute for Social Development in 
Geneva. The ICA had strongly con
tested the findings of those studies, not 
because it was scared of criticism but 
because it regarded tlie methodoldgy as 
faulty. But ICA’s response to the request 
from the Secretary General of the 
United Nations as contained in the 
(document, to which he had made 
reference, was very positive. M r Morsink 
had already mentioned that the Alliance 
would be mounting an expert consulta
tion at the highest possible level in terms 
of intellectual sophistication on the sub
ject of co-operatives and the rural poor. 
But one comment had to be made here. 
A distinction had to be made between 
co-operative effort and rehabilitation 
finance. Rehabilitation finance was the 
responsibility of the government, and to 
that the co-operative movement was 
prepared to add its mind, its experience, 
and sometimes even its mistakes. This 
was an important distinction wliich 
must be kept in mind.

There had been interventions about 
finance from M r Soiland, M r Thedin 
and other delegates. The ad hoc finance 
group would meet in November to look 
at the whole range of questions which 
affected the ICA from the financial point 
of view. Perhaps a “basket” of currencies 
needed to be created for establishing the 
subscription currency of the ICA. Per
haps some indexing schemes were 
needed. Perhaps much stricter monitor
ing was needed so that member organisa
tions were always paying their proper 
dues. Above all, the staff in the Secre
tariat had to be introspective in seeing

that their own cflbrts were relevant to 
the needs of the movement. But if the 
situation was not sorted out, the whole 
discussion would have been a waste. 
The reasons why and when the ICA 
got a confluence of positive factors 
for its work were not easy to understand. 
However, there was now evidence of a 
resurgence of interest and even a faith in 
international people’s organisations, and 
the ICA must not falter.

The PRESIDENT then asked Con
gress to vote on the Resolution submitted 
by the Central Committee. The Resolu
tion  w as ca rried  unanim ously .

RESOLUTION ON ICA’s 
PROGRAMME OF WORK (1977-80)

T h e  26 th  C ongress o f  the  In ternationa) 
C!o-openitive A lliance:

R E C A L L S  th e  suggestion m ade a t the 
25th C ongress fo r a long term  program m e 
o f w ork to  be d raw n u p ;

E M P H A S IS E S  th e  prim ary  im portance 
o f  b e tte r  p lanning , co-ord ination , careful 
forecasting and  contro l o f the  activities of 
IC A  and  its  aOilintcd organisutionK;

R E C O G N IS E S  th e  com plexity in the 
form ulation  o f  th e  program m e and  the 
im portance  o f  th e  need to  in te rp re t it 
flexibly;

N O T E S  T H A T

{a) co-operatives m ust be helped to  achieve 
increased cHiciency in th e ir econom ic 
operations th roug li carefully devised 
program m es o f  education  and m anage
m en t tra in ing , research, in ter-co 
operative collaboration  an d  structu ra l 
re fo rm s;

(b) effective pub lic ity , ex tending  IC A  
m em bersh ip  pro jection  o f  IC A ’s image 
as an  efficient organisation , an d  close 
coord ination  w ith  A uxiliarj' C om m it
tees are  all very  necessary ;

(c) m uch  has been achieved u n d er th e  p ro 
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g r a m m e  of th e  C o-opi r a t i \ c  De velop
m en t Dccadc bu t th a t m uch m ore needs 
to  be done in  providing assistnncc to  
m ovem ents in  developing countries 
d irectly  and  in  collaboration w ith  th e  
U nited  N ations and  its  specialised 
agencies;

(d) th e  vital pre-condition  for the  execution 
o f  all these tasks is th e  streng then ing  o f  
th e  IC A  S ecre ta ria t;

A D O P T S  the  program m e as form ulated  in  
the docum ent “ IC A ’s P rogram m e o f W ork

1977-1980" as am ended  by C ongress;

U N D E R L IN E S  th a t the  im p le m e n u tio n  
of th is  program m e necessitates increased  
resources and calls upon  th e  C en tra l C om 
m ittee to  o u tline  w ith in  o n e  y ear th e  
respransibilities o f  m em bers in  im plem en
tation o f the  p ro g ram m e;

A SK S that regu lar reports b e  m ade to  th e  
Executive and  C en tra l C om m ittees o f  th e  
Alliance and  a final repo rt b e  p resen ted  to  
Congress in  1980.

Collaboration between Co-operatives
Collaboration between co-operatives has been one of the major objectives of the 

International Co-operative Alliance since its inception over 80 years ago. When the 
ICA Commission on Co-operative Principles reported in 1966 it proposed that 
collaboration between co-operatives should be proclaimed a basic principle of the 
movement and this proposal was approved at the 23rd Congress of the Alliance held 
in that year in Vienna. The same Congress approved a report on structural changes 
which was concerned with the development of closer collaboration between primary 
and federal co-operatives in national movements. The ICA paper on *‘Multinational 
Corporations and the International Co-operative Movement: Financial and Mana
gerial Imperatives” prepared for the ICA Congress in Warsaw in 1972 discussed 
the need for even closer collaboration between co-operatives in facc of the growing 
power of large companies.

Collaboration between co-operatives was further discussed at the meetings of 
the ICA Central Committee in 1973 and 1974, when it was reconiiiiended that a 
Working Party on “ Collaboration between Co-operatives” should be set up by the 
ICA Executive Committee'to give further consideration to the matter.

The paper presented by the Working Part)' approached tlie subject from the 
point of view of;

—collaboration at national level to form wholesale and other federal societies for 
a common purpose;

—collaboration between consumer, producer, agricultural and other co-operatives 
in the field of trade and production;

—collaboration between the national movements of different countries with 
special attention to intcr-cooperative trade;

— f̂inancial collaboration between national movements, often through interna
tional co-operative agencies;

—exchange of experience and knowledge through national consultation, educa
tion and instruction;

—^more effective collaboration with other organisations at national and inter
national levels.
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REPORT ON COLLABORATION which did not always coincidc with
BETWEEN CO-OPERATIVES those of the others. Therefore the

Mr A. P. KLIM OV, Vicc-President Report was a document of compromise,
of the ICA, introducing the Report but it fully expressed the idea and
stated that it was both timely and useful illustrated existing co-operative colla-
to discuss the question of collaboration boration. Its recommendations would
between co-operatives, for such discus- not only serve as an object for careful
sion responded to the urgent require- study, but also as a good basis for prac-
ments of today. tical action in this field by national and

International collaboration between international co-operative organisations,
co-operatives also represented a contri- The development and intensifying of
bution towards the implementation of collaboration at all levels of the move-
the resolutions of the Helsinki Con- ment should correspond to the economic
ferencc. I t  served the development of and social needs of co-operators, should
mutual understanding between nations promote the strengthening of the co-
and countries and also the cause of peace operative economy in the interests of
and social progress. For those partici- members, and should contribute to-
pating in the international co-operative wards the elevation of the role and
movement, there was no loftier or authority of Co-operation at national
nobler aim than the promotion of co- and international level.
o]>erative collaboration. In common with the other members

But co-operative collaboration was of the Working Party, he had stressed
not merely collaboration between co- the importance of inter-cooperativc
operatives of one or different kinds or trade and international co-opcrativc
between their unions at different levels, trade which were of viul importance to
but also a relationship with the outside all co-operativc organisations. I'heir
world, in the interests of the co-opera- promotion facilitated commercial acti-
tive movement. It also provided the vitiesofconsumer, supply and marketing
opportunity for contacts with similar co-operatives, widened the opportuni-
and kindred movements, organisations ties for co-operative production, helped
and institutions. The development of to increase employment and to lower the
the co-operative movement depended prices of goods, and hclj^ed co-opera-
on such collaboration which constituted tives to enlarge their role in protecting
the very essence of Co-operation as a the economic and social interc.sts of the
democratic mass organisation set up for ordinary people. International co-opera-
mutual aid and relations among indi- tive trade was also an important factor
viduals. A co-operative organisation was of co-operative development in develop-
only effective if it combined within its ing countries. It was a contiibution to
activities the interests and the aims of the development of economic contacts
the individual with the interests and between countries. I t  helped to raise the
aims of society as a whole. standard of living of the people and

The Report was the result of almost made a contribution towards mutual
two years’ work of the Working Party understanding, confidence and colla-
whose members voiced points of view boration between people and states.
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However the development of inter- different countries and different socio-
national trade, including co-operative economic systems had their ow'n pecu-
trade, met obstacles of a political charac- liarities and traditions of co-operative
ter, customs barriers and other diffi- structure. Even before the October
culties connected with the existence of Revolution in 1917, the national union
closed economic groupings and the in his country was the organisational, 
domination by cartels and monopolies political, ideological and economic centre 
of the world market. The ICA and which also carried out the functions o f a 
national movements should insist that wholesale organisation supplying the 
governments abolish restrictive prac- retail trade and helping its development, 
tices which hampered the promotion of The concentration of all functions in one 
free trade between countries. central organisation had been justified

The Alliance had in its membership and its expediency had never been 
co-operatives of different types, from doubted. This structure provided for 
different countries with differing socio- good relations between the central 
economic systems. Each national move- organisation and the primary co-opera- 
ment had its own national experience tives and had enabled co-operators to 
and problems, its successes, difficulties play their part in the democratic deci- 
and tasks and its own direction of deve- sion-making process, 
loping collaboration. Therefore the Co-operative organisations of the
document to be discussed ought to be Western European countries, where a 
regarded as a declaration of principle on process of centralisation at national level 
collaboration and used as a guide for was taking place, could learn useful 
conciete action, while taking account of lessons from the Soviet experience. A 
national conditions. It was in this tjiat basic principle was adhered to in the 
the value of the Report lay. Soviet Union which was that economic

Each national and international or- efiiciency had to be combined with safc- 
ganisation would be able to select from guarding the democratic rights of mem- 
the document a suitable direction for bers.
itself and in addition draw on the Referring to collaboration and ex-
experiences of other organisations. Soviet change of experience between co-opera- 
co-operators were always very interested tive organisations in Socialist countries, 
to” leam from the experience of co- M r Klimov referred to the regular meet- 
operators in other countries and for this ings of the leaders of central co-operative 
purpose co-opcrativc experts had visited organisations of member countries of 
co-operative enterprises in many coun- COMECON which discussed and adop- 
tries. Soviet co-operators were also pre- ted five-year plans of economic, scientific 
pared to share their experiences with and technical collaboration. These plans 
co-operators from other countries. dealt with rationalisation of reuil trade,

In the Report an attempt had been purchasing and foreign trade activities, 
made to show and even to generalise the study of methods of management; 
concrete experience of collaboration at the scientific organisation of labour; 
national and international levels. I t was training, research, exchange of informa- 
undoubtedly a useful attempt, because tion and documentation and joint inter
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national initiatives and activities. The and to teach it co-operative ideas and 
five-year plan for the period 1976-1980 principles.
covered a wide programme of work to It had, however, been demonstrated
be carried out by co-operators of seven that such collaboration, which brought
countries. Working groups had been set only temporary and insignificant bene-
up to study specific aspects and semi- fits, undermined the principles of Co-
nars and conferences and symposia for operation and led to a striving only for
specialists from this group of countries profit. In attempting to survive at any
had been organised. Foreign trade price in the competitive struggle, at the
relations between the different countries same time waiving genuine co-operative
had been promoted over the past 20 ideals and principles, co-operatives de
years. Long-term trade relations would generated and were sometimes ruined,
be developed in future not only with The tragic experience of certain co
socialist countries but, it was also hoped, operative movements bore witness to
with capitalist and developing countries. this.

^  . r  . , . ,, An alternative, and the most properThe cxpenence of developmg colla- , . , , ,  ‘, . ^  , . . .  . solution to the problem, was to streng-boration between the socialist countries . , . . , ^, , . . .  then the economic potential of co-opera-
on a planned, systematic and long-term . •  ̂ T *«.. . ^ ® - tives in capitalist countries through the
basis was of mterest to co-operators of • r  « u • l ^.  ̂ . rr.1. «j L I promotion of collaboration between co-other countnes. They would be welcome 111 1 . •• L, . ,  , .  operatives at all levels, thus umting theto acquaint themselves with this expen- ^  l^ efforts of co-operators in their struggle 
ence. . , , . . r ^against the domination of monopolies

In  the document under discussion for the democratisation of economic and
mention had been made of possible political life by the adoption of legisla-
collaboration of co-operatives with capi- tion limiting the activities of monopolies
talist institutions and enterprises. Co- and by the establishment of economic
operators of socialist countries under- conditions favourable to the develop-
stood well enough that co-operatives of ment of co-operatives.
capitalist countries could not conduct This struggle on the part of the co-
their activities in a vacuum. They were operative movements could only be
|)art and parcel of the economies of their effective if it was linked with the actiri-
countries. Co-operators in the socialist ties of other democratic movements
countries, however, watched with great having similar tasks, such as trade
alarm the development of increased unions and political parties acting in the
collaboration of certain co-operative interests of the people.
organisations in the West with private M r Klimov called on the participants
capitalist enterprises, including mono- of Congress and their organisations to
polistic enterprises. Trying to justify devote their activities to these tasks and
this trend, some co-operative leaders to the promotion of collaboration which
asserted that such collaboration provided not only in words but in deeds served the
opportunities to use “co-operative in- cause of social progress, democracy and
fluence’* on the private capitalist sector peace.
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Sixth Session

Thursday, 30th September 1976 
(afternoon)

The GENERAL SECRETARY an
nounced that 19 nominations had been 
received for 13 places on the Executive 
Committee. A separate election would 
be held for the President and the two 
Vice-Presidents.

REPORT ON COLLABORATION 
BETWEEN CO-OPERATIVES (cont.)

M r L. A. HARRISON, Chairman of 
the Working Party on Collaboration be
tween Co-operatives, stated that colla
boration between co-operatives had been 
recognised as an inherent need by 
generations of co-operators before it had 
been proclaimed a basic co-operative 
principle. I t was indeed part of the very 
nature of co-operative activity. As the 
ICA Commission on Co-operative Prin
ciples commented:

“Such working together implies not 
merely the loyal collaboration, within 
their unions and federations, of co
operatives of a given type, but also 
closer and more helpful relationships 
between co-operatives of different 
types on every level where this is 
practicable.”
The establishment of “more intimate 

and comprehensive inter-cobperative 
relations" had been the main aim of the 
ICA throughout the 81 years of its exis
tence— ân aim which called upon the 
united effort of all Co-operative institu
tions at local, regional, national and 
international levels, whether they be 
consumer, agricultural, fishery, workers’ 
productive, housing, credit, banking or 
insurance co-operatives.

The motivating force of the central

aim had meant that the ICA had grown 
from a small grouping into the vast 
organisation it was today, one which 
embraced 166 co-operative organisa
tions in 66 countries with a total mem
bership of 326 millions.

Further, the Commission had recog
nised that these Co-operative Principles 
“support and reinforce each other”, and 
also that the co-operative movement 
needed to “concentrate its power in 
larger units by applying consistently 
without restriction, from the local to the 
international plane, the pnnciple of 
Co-operation among co-operatives to 
make its greatness manifest and to act 
succ^fully  against the monopolies”.

Competition from large scale capi
talist organisations, not only in the home 
markets, but also on the international 
scene, was becoming more formidable. 
That was why the co-operative move
ment had to match this growing compe
tition, collaborate to make itself more 
technically efficient, more integrated, 
more co-operative. The theme of colla
boration between co-oi>cratives \v-as 
both urgent and challenging.

M r Harrison pointed out that his 
approach in introducing this Report to 
Congress was to be suggestive rather 
than dogmatic, and to indicate a number 
of the more important issues in the hope 
that contributors to the discussion wo^ild 
bring forward experiences and quote 
examples which they thought would take 
the debate on collaboration forward, and 
result in further practical steps to be 
taken.

Referring to collaboration in trade, he 
said that in Sweden the centralisation of 
buying, with assortment policies deter
mined by collaboration between Ko- 
operativa FSrbundet and the retail
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societies, had achieved important econo- The trend towards closer collabora- 
mies and a distinctive marketing ap- tion and amalgamation, noted in Vienna
proach which had established the con- ten years ago, had continued in the agri-
sumer co-operative movement as the cultural co-operative movement as well
main leader in letailing in that country, as in the consumer co-operative move- 
In the United Kingdom, retail societies nient. One reccnt example of a successful 
purchased something like 70 per cent of and important merger in the agricul-
their requirements through the Co- tural movement had taken place in 
operative Wholesale Society, and in Poland, where the dairy co-operatives 
Norway 50 per cent had been achieved, and the Central Agricultural Union had 

Although collaboration did not neces- merged. In the USA the big agricul- 
sarily imply nierger, closer collaboration tuial co-operatives collaborated between 
in the use of co-operative resources, themselves to export their products; 
both physical and financial, did often their supply relations with the big super- 
result in structural reform and formal market chains were developing, as in
merger, competitive necessity being the deed w'ere their trade relations with the 
main motivating factor. multinational corporations. In Japan

In Denmark the merger of FDB and important economies had already been 
the HB Society in Copenhagen had re- achieved through the amalgamation of 
suited in close relations being established the purchasing and marketing co-opera- 
between FDB and the very considerable tives to form Zen-noh. Economies had 
number of ‘B’ societies and even closer also been achieved in the past five years
relations with the ‘A’ societies. Impor- from the merger of the agricultural co-
tant steps towards collaboration and operative movement with the Swedish
integration were being taken in the Farmers’ Union.
Federal Republic of Germany, where Collaboration was infinite in its variety
there had been reorganisation and of forms. In the UK the development of
centralisation, and in Austria where regional warehousing in the late sixties,
plans for the integration by merger of and the merger in 1973 of the CWS with
the Konsumverband with the wholesale the Scottish Co-operative Society, had
society and the retail societies were well assisted the processes of procurement and
'advanced. integration. NORMID, a retail market-

In the United Kingdom and in ing group with a purchasing power of
Sweden, the possibility of establishing million, was a successful example
a single national society had been dis- of local collaboration in both procure-
cussed. But the major issue which w’as ment and marketing. These examples
at present being debated in the British from Britain undoubtedly had an im-
movement was whether a single national portant bearing on the increase in the
federation, which had proved 80 success- movement’s share of retail trade in
ful in Sweden, would be established, recent years. Freedom of retail societies
Such a move would mean that the Co- in Finland to buy direct from manufac-
operative Wholesale Society and the turers was said to act as a spur to the
Co-operative Union would merge and wholesalers to operate more efficiently,
combine their functions. In France the consumer movement had
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made impressive progress in spite of the jiroject was progressing. Co-operative 
competition from big hypermarkets, trade in Africa and Latin America was 
which was tougher than it was from the developing.
supermarkets and smaller shops .ten Talking about collaboration of co
years ago. In  Western Europe in the next operatives with governments, Mr Harri- 
few years it was hoped to see closer son pointed out that co-operatives 
collaboration between agricultural and needed the support of governments to 
consumer co-operatives in food distribu- make it easier for new co-of>crative vcn- 
tion. International comparisons of the tures to be established, especially in the 
extent of such collaboration—certainly developing countries. Govermnents were 
of the experiences in Eastern Europe— introducing legislation on social issues 
would be helpful. which co-operative movements had es-

ThelC A , as an international organisa- poused for many years, such as the 
tion, was perhaps primanly concerned environment, pollution, consumer pro- 
with collaboration between co-operatives tection and overseas co-operative deve- 
at the international level. Here the out- lopment. Governmental support in the 
standing achievement was the close form of loans to the various types of 
collaboration of Nordisk Andelsforbund co-operative enterprise was required— 
and INTER-COOP. in the development of agricultural and

M r Harrison then posed the question fisheries co-operatives, producer co- 
whether the initiative taken by consumer operatives, and credit unions, in retail 
co-operatives in these organisations distribution and in the United Kingdom 
would encourage prospects for further for the establishment of a Co-operative
joint co-operative development and the Development Agency. In Eastern Eur-
growth of inter-cooperative trade colla- ope co-operative and governmental col-
boration between the Western European laboration was closc. '
and Eastern Euiopean co-o])crativc Governments in recent times had
movements. given financial supjiort to various t\j>es

Progress in collaboration between co- of producer co-operati\e, such as the
operatives in Europe and co-operativc Meriden co-operative and the co-opera-
supply organisations in the developing tive at Kirby near Liverpool in the UK.
countries would also be welcomed. Ten Both co-operatives had been established
years ago a comprehensive survey of with government support after the
co-operative trade prospects in South privately-owned companies had gone
East Asia had been undertaken. Since bankrupt. In the United State's a Bill
then the International Co-operative was under consideration for the estab-
Trade Organisation had been cstab- lishmcnt of a Nalional Consumer Co-
lished in Singapore, with the object of operative Bank with finance coming
providing co-operative organisations mainly from federal sources: the Bill
with market information on products of would allow for loans up to $250 million
interest to them and also to assist in buy- a year for fouryears. It was envisaged that
ing and selling. The Japanese-Thai a consumer co-operative banking system
Feed-grains Agreement had now existed would be developed, similar to the Farm
for over ten years. The Indian Fertiliser Credit System with its banks for co-
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sonic sixty years ago. I'hc banks were 
now wholly owned by farmers because 
the money borrowed from the govern
ment had been fully repaid.

Support was being given by govern
ment agencies in a number of countries 
for aid to co-operatives in developing 
countries. The Ministry of Overseas 
Development of the UK had recently 
approved financial suppoit of a study on 
industrial co-operatives in developing 
countries to be carried out by the JCA. 
In Hungary, for instance, the industrial 
and consumer co-operatives had lent 
their support to the promotion of co
operatives in developing countries. In 
most countries governments recognised 
the contribution co-operatives could 
make to the economic and social develop
ment of a particular country.

Practical collaboration existed in a 
number of countries between co-opera
tives and trade unions. In Sweden in the 
field of co-operative insurance and 
travel, in Finland in the field of research 
and in the Federal Republic of Germany 
trade unions were associated with the 
consumer co-operatives. Such colla
boration also existed in developing coun
tries, and at the international level closei 
collaboration was being established be- 
'tween the ICA and the ii.tcrnational 
trade union organisations on discussions 
of such problems as the multinational 
corporations.

Collaboration between the ICA and 
the United Nations agencies and with a 
number of international non-govern
mental organisations continued to be 
close. Such collaboration W'as important 
because it enabled the co-operative 
point of view to be stated at conferences

ami seniiiiiirs ol these aj^enties aiui 
organisations.

Commercial collaboration betw'cen 
co-opcratives and companies was deve
loping as co-operative trade grew. Joint 
ventures between co-operativc societies 
and private enterprise had led to the 
establishment of large-scale productive 
enterprises. Co-operatives, however, 
were strongly opposed to monopoly and 
the domination of world markets by 
multinational corporations because their 
practices affected supplies and prices. 
The record of the Swedish consumer 
co-operative movement in breaking 
monopolies was well known.

International collaboration in the 
field of finance was carried out through 
collaboration between the ICA Banking 
Committee, the World Council of Credit 
Unions and the International Liaison 
Committee. “ International Financing 
of Co-operative Enterprises in Develop
ing Countries” was one of the subjects 
discussed at the Third International 
Conference on Co-operativc Thrift and 
Credit held in London in 1974.

'I'he Report of the Working Party 
called for increased collaboration be
tween all kinds of co-operatives, and for 
the Central Committee to seek ways and 
means of extending such collaboration 
and of implementing the sixth Co-opera
tive Principle, 'i'here was certainly room 
for closer collaboration between different 
kinds of co-operatives in many countries, 
and a need for closer collaboration to 
help co-operatives to compete more 
effectively with the multinationals.

Because international co-operative or
ganisations w'ere relatively few they did 
not match the scale of operations of the 
multinational corporations, and a great 
deal of work had still to be done to in-
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crcasc the number of such organisations 
and the resources of those already 
operating. Nevertheless the Interna
tional Co-operative Petroleum Associa
tion had shown that a co-operative could 
operate on a fully international basis. 
The Swedish oil co-operatives (O.K.) 
were exploring the possibility of extend
ing their international operations. The 
new International Energy Co-operative 
was also expanding its activities.

The International Organisation for 
Cofisumer Co-operative Distributive 
Trades—INTER-COOP—^which had in 
its membership consumer co-operative 
central organisations in West and East 
European countries as well as in Israel 
and Japan, stood as an outstanding 
example of what could be done through 
collaboration. INTER-COOP had been 
instrumental in developing trade be
tween co-operatives and in furthering 
co-operative thought and practice on 
retail problems through its working 
groups, such as those on Food Stores, 
Department Stores and Shopping Cen
tres, and Warehousing and Distribution. 
It was hoped that, following Congress, 
more retail societies’ representatives 
would be brought closer to its work 
generally and more particularly become 
involved in the activities of the working 
groups.

Summing up, M r Harrison pointed 
out that the Report asked for collabora
tion between co-operatives at all levels 
to grow and develop. This could often 
be done without structural change, al
though it had been recognised that colla
boration often led to integration and 
structural change. In essence collabora
tion meant the adoption by co-operatives 
of a Good Neighbour Policy to each 
other. How else could increased trade

opportunities be sought, joint ventures 
developed, exchange visits increased, 
communications improved, the exchange 
of publications increased, collaboration 
between co-operative organisations and 
academic institutions on research into 
the ways and means of extending colla
boration between co-operatives fos
tered, without this approach being made 
manifest in practical ways? The proposal 
asked for ways and means for the ICA 
Central Committee further to extend 
collaboration between co-operatives, 
such as through conferences and 
seminars.

Secondly, because of the growing 
strength and competitive power of 
multinational companies, the Report 
favoured closer forms of integration to 
be developed as outlined in the ICA 
Resolution on Multinational Corpora
tions adopted by the Warsaw Congress.

The motion on Collaboration between 
Co-operatives was a very important one. 
It would feature prominently m making 
the ICA’s programme of work a succcss. 
Increased collaboration would make ;i 
signal contribution to the strengthening 
of the co-operative movement through
out the world. It would assist co-opera
tors to make their contribution to the 
New International Economic Order, to
wards which the developing countries 
were asking for more positive and moie 
authoritative action.

DEBATE ON COLLABORATION 
BETWEEN CO-OPERATIVES

Mr M. SPRECHER, USA, told Con
gress that he was a farmer producer 
belonging to the most efficient group of 
farmers in the world. This had been 
proved by the amount of grain the group
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had been able to export throughout the by forming intcr-rcgional co-ojHiativcs 
world. or by working jointly in a mutual effort.

Land O’Lakes Incorporated, the large An inter-regional was an organisation of 
regional co-operative with headquarters regional co-operatives such as Land 
in Minneapolis, originated in a small O’Lakes which joined together to accom- 
way. With a borrowed typewriter and plish a specific task. They, investing 
hardly enough money to open a bank together, were able to purchase extremely 
account it was launched in 1921. At first expensive facilities that one co-operative 
it was a dairy co-operative specialising in might not be able to afford. The major 
butter manufacturing and marketing, advantage accruing from joint ventures 
Through a series of mergers and acquisi- was that economy of size was assured, 
tions, accompanied by a well-devised When the members pooled capital, they 
plan for internal growth, it now had sales could build or buy facilities large enough 
of one billion two hundred million to be competitive, to keep unit costs 
dollars and savings of thirty-four million down and to produce in large quantities 
dollars. I t  had blossomed into one of the because of the market potential provided 
larger co-operative enterprises in Ameri- by the regional co-operative member 
ca and was on the way to becoming one owners.
of the nation’s leading food concerns. Land O ’Lakes had also been involved

Land O ’Lakes had long ceased to be at state and national level with other 
a butter organisation. It was now diver- co-operatives in education, member rela- 
sified in both agricultuial services and in tions and governmental affairs. When 
food processing and marketing. It pro- inter-regional organisations were deve- 
vided nearly all of the agricultural inputs loped, two additional benefits were fn -  
and the broad range of goods that far- quently obtamed: first, the regional co
mers needed to grow' crops and rear operatives’ management was freed to 
poultry and livestock. It produced and run the- regional co-operative. .Manage-
sold over 600 varieties of food products, ment of inter-regional facilities \\ as deli -
'I’o serve this agricultural varjety. Land gated to profe.ssionals specifically trained
O ’Lakes became diversified so that it in these kinds of operations. Secondly,
could absorb the shock of those inevit- regional co-operatives spread the capital
able years when product prices moved risk that was naturally present in large 
'up and down in the economic cycle manufacturing investments, 
responding to supply and demand, oi These were some of tlie things re
reacting to the influence of other econo- gional co-oj)eratives were doing to- 
mic factors. gether. Seventeen regional co-operatives

Delegates might wonder why his in the United States and two in C'anada
organisation found it necessary to work had organised C. F. Industries, one of
with other co-operatives. The answer to America’s largest fertiliser companies,
that question was easy. Land O’Lakes The economy of size became very appa-
believed in the broad meaning of the rent when examining C .F.’s production
word “co-operation”. Where there were figures. The organisation owned four
social and economic advantages, it was anhydrous ammonia plants in I^ouisi-
decided to work with other co-operatives ana, three in other locations across the
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United States and two new ones ni regional eo-opcTati\t-s liad explored for 
Canada. Many of these plants had been in crude oil in Egypt. All of these projects 
production for some time. Additional had become possible when regional co- 
ones were coming on stream next year, operatives had recognised the value of
By 1977, total production capacity would pooling capital and sharing risks to
be 2,085,000 tons of anhydrous ammo- accomplish tasks together,
nia a year. Some time ago, a warehousing/trans-

Production figures in phosphate were portation co-operative called AgFoods 
equally impressive. Two plants owned in had been organised by regional co-opera- 
Florida mined and processed 1,265,000 tives. The main pur[x)se of this organisa- 
tons of acid PjO j per year. Through tion was to reduce costs by developing 
ownership in potash mines in Canada a collecting point warehouse. Regional 
and exclusive contracts elsewhere, C.F. co-operatives, shipping on their own. 
Industries produced 1,900,000 tons of often found they were sending products 
potash each year for its membership, to the retailer in less than carload lots. 
Transportation and storage facilities By using a central warehouse for storage 
were also part of the system. The and r.eshipment, loads could be com- 
organisation owned nineteen anhydrous bined, mixing packages and transport- 
ammonia terminals, nine UAN solution ing to the retail market in heavily 
tanks and five strategically located ware- populated areas.
houses for dry products, plus innumer- Land O’Lakes, along with many other
able barges, tow boats and a long-term regional co-operatives in the United
contract on a pipeline. States, had made a substantial contribu-

Twenty-five co-operatives owned a tion several years ago to the develop- 
large farm supply organisation, called ment of the Indian Farmers’ Fertilizer 
Universal Co-operatives. Through this Co-operative. This had not been a com- 
organisation, mass purchases of products mcrcial venture. It had been a contribu- 
like twine, tyres, automotive supplies tion to help the farmers of India, work- 
and a multitude of other products per- ing through their government and their 
mitted price breaks for its member co-operatives, to obtain fertiliser and 
owners. thereby increase their agricultural out-

In 1970 ownership in a refinery in one put. 
of America’s plain states had been Land O’Lakes al.so marketed and pro
acquired. It served adequately as a reli- cessed soya beans. Many regional co-
able source of petroleum products for operatives were now working together
co-operatives and their farmer owners, to see what could be done in the inter-
but with the energy crisis it had become national export market for the benefit of
increasingly evident that this ownership American farmers. I^ocal co-operatives
was not broad enough. Nine regional had long served the farmers as grain
co-operatives had recently purchased a marketing units. Forty per cent of the
large refinery on the edge of Chicago. It grain produced in America was handled
was presently processing 140,000 barrels by co-operatives at collecting points,
of crude oil per day. To back up its Twenty-five per cent of it was moved
ownership of the two refineries, inter- to the ports by co-operatives, but from
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that point on co-opcratives shipped a 
very limited amount of farmers’ pro
ducts into the export market. Much 
needed to be done in this area.

The time had come to ask what other 
ventures could be embarked upon to
gether. Land O’Lakes had an almost 
missionary zeal for the family farm type 
of operation and was positive that co
operatives perpetuated that kind of 
ownership. Through inter-regional or
ganisations, building facilities big en
ough to get the job done, it had been 
possible to bring real benefits to the 
farmer owners. As a diversified agricul
tural, food processing and marketing 
organisation, the farmers who owned 
Land O’Lakes obtained their reward. 
It added value to their products, it found 
markets for their products and the mem
bers reaped the benefits that derived 
through integration from the soil to the 
retail shelf. Whenever that mission could 
be accomplished better by working to
gether with other similar organisations 
the possibilities would be evaluated and 
the nccessary steps would be taken.

Mr K. r .  GHYIA, India, said that 
collaboration between co-operatives had 
been realised in India in the Indian Far
mers’ Fertiliser Co-operative, IFFCO.

, Magnificent help and moral strength had 
been given to Indian farmers. They had 
also received subsidies and technical 
know-how.

Before this projcct had been started in 
India, people were often of the opinion 
that, although the co-operative move
ment could start credit societies, pro
cessing units and banking institutions, 
as well as some small industries, it could 
never handle a big project such as 
IFFCO. With the help and guidance of 
Mr F. Owen from the Cooperative

League of the USA, not only the ph}-si- 
cal facilities had been provided but also 
the moral strength and the needed 
inspiration. This aid from a developed 
nation to a developing country had to be 
greatly admired. Today IFFCO had a 
membership of about 26,000 village 
level co-operatives embracing 25 million 
farmers. This huge organisation on a 
co-operative basis was not only the 
biggest in India but perhaps the largest 
in Asia.

The Indian Prime Minister, Indira 
Gandhi, had great faith in the co-open- 
tive movement but had expressed doubts 
about such a big project. It was generally 
thought that huge plants required pro
fessional leadership not easily available 
in a country like India, but with a good 
team and with professional management 
it had been possible not only to inspire 
the Indian co-operative movement but 
also the movements in other developing 
countries.

Today the co-operative movement in 
India was involved in the activities of 
95 per ccnt of the villages with a mi-ni- 
bership of over 36 million. It covcrtd 
some 41 |Ht cent of the rural population.

One of the fundamental principles of 
Co-operation was democracy. C'o-opcm- 
tion could not exist without democrac)- 
or democracy without Co-operation. 
People in India believed in dcmocrac\. 
India was passing through a revolution 
at present and the co-operative method 
was being used as something unique. .A 
new society should be formed in which 
no man could exploit another. That 
could be achieved through the co-openi- 
tive movement.

When the Cooperative League of the 
USA became involved in collaboration 
with Indian co-operators they could r>ot
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such developments. IFFCO today was must be determined objectively. Agri-
one of the 20 top producers in India, cultural co-operatives wished to give
There was now a project in Allahabad their members the best price for their
involving the expenditure of some produce, while consumer co-operatives
16,000 million rupees, which would be wished to benefit the consumer by
one of the ten largest projects in India achieving the lowest prices for them,
once it started operations. Great wisdom and a sense of reality were

Collaboration between co-operative obviously needed in dealing with these
institutions on an international basis not problems. A tiiodus vivendi had to be
only made it possible to start new pro- be found and it was necessary to w’ork
jects, but it also helped to realise wider together for the benefit of all the parties
horizons, in the sense that one could concerned. Through the use of new tech-
think in terms of social and economic niques of organisation and financing it
revolution and of solving the problems would be possible to develop collabora-
of society by means of Co-operation. tion gradually.

Mr CH. VEVERKA, France, said In France there was hope that pro-
that it had been an excellent initiative on gress w-ould be made in this field. A start
the part of the Executive Committee to had already been made, but in the inter-
suggest that the question of collabora- national field the problem was much
tion between co-operatives be put on the greater. From his own experience, he
Agenda for Congress. The reports of knew that international collaboration be-
Mr Klimov and M r Harrison had en- tv een co-operatives was a slow task,
abled delegates to become aware of the There had to be a proper exchange of
necessity of developing and extending information and experience so that suit-
collaboration at this level. For ideolo- able guidelines for the future could be
gical and for economic reasons co-opera- drawn up.
tives had to be strong enough to stand Mr \ ’everka pointed out that he him-
up against the concentration of multi- self had contributed to some of the pos-
national corporations. Only by concen- tive results achieved by INTER-C(K)P.
trating their efforts w'ould they be able to Hut it was hoped to achievc better results
compete successfully with private capital, in the field of merchandising and the

The Report showed that the level of dissemination of new techniques in the
collaboration, either nationally or inter- future. In the case of joint production on
nationally, was not yet sufficient. On a an international level certain difficulties
national level the situation was different had been encountered. Errors which had
from countrj' to country. It should be been made in the past must not be re-
recognised that strength was only found peated. It must not happen again that
in unity. Only by adhering closely to enterprises were set up which were not
co-operative principles could co-opera- able to adapt themselves to the problems
tives be really effective in their work. facing them or w-hich were too large for

It was necessary to extend collabora- what was required. National co-opera
tion between different types of co-opera- tives had first to agree on the aims they
tives. First of all, however, the condi- wished to pursue. Solutions must be

251



defined on the basis of this agreement, stated that this collaboration had resulted
All those involved must then work in some investment in the plant in
together to achieve the objectives. Canada by the Japanese group. This was

These were only moderate suggestions not so. There had been collaboration in
and possibly they did not correspond to trade, but there had been no investment
the enormous expectations which might by the Japanese group. This might yet
be drawn from the reports by M r occur.
Klimov and Mr Harrison, but they Mr R. RAMAEKERS, Belgium, felt
were presented with a sincere desire for sure that people outside the co-operative
the success of collaboration on a national movement would be very surprised to
as well as on an international level. The see the subject of collaboration reappear-
two reports would certainly reinforce in ing in some form or other on the agenda
the minds and hearts of all co>operators of ICA’s events. But the problem of true
the desire to work together. That was collaboration between co-operatives was
the w ish-of the French co-operators, a very difficult one and there might be
They were willing whenever possible to some need to look for the reasons im-
participate in the achievement of these peding collaboration within the struc-
aims, which corresponded to the inter- ture of the ICA. There could be a num-
ests of co-operators throughout the ber of reasons for this, such as the struc-
world. ture being too close and co-operators

M r K. F. HARDING, Canada, being too absorbed in day-to-day matters,
stated that the Report referred to the It might be necessary to try and relate
very fine collaboration that had existed more to the world outside in general and
now for about six years between the to the increasing perspectives which
Japanese co-operative movement and opened out in front of us.
the fishermen’s co-operative in Canada Co-operatives must try to make an 
which he represented. This collabora- impact on the national and the iiiter-
tion had been made possible through the national market. However deep ideolo-
Japanese organisation CoopTrade gical convictions and differences he-
owned by the consumer co-operatives of tween co-operators might be, they 
Japan and with the assistance of the should come together in the spirit of 
Hokkaido Federation of Fishery Co- hope which drove people forward to-
operatives Associations, together with the wards a new society.
Prince Rupert fishermen’s co-operative Belgian co-operator? faced up to
in Canada. It had worked admirably. The these facts constantly. They favoured
Canadian fishermen’s co-operative had this kind of approach knowing that they
supplied the needs of the Japanese, could only maintain the movensent by
mainly herring roe. I 'he  trade had be- the simple concept “ United we stand,
come very large indeed. Between 25 and divided we fall” , a concept which nnght
30 per cent of the co-operative’s trade, be applied to the entire co-operative
dollar-wise, was with the Japanese movement.
group, which was a very significant Co-operators must recognise the di-
thing. lemma facing them and the kind of

The report had, however, incorrectly strength they needed. They did not want
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to build up a large co-opcrativc move- to make theii prescncc felt in all the 
ment without any real collaboration, committees of the ICA, especially with 
Perhaps co-operators did not really regard to insurance, 
recognise the full force of the structures The fifth tendency, which affected 
they could utilise. There was a yawning and interested many co-operative move- 
gap between the apex organisations and ments, was towards collaboration with 
the grassroots as co-operative organisa- the private sector. It had been decided 
tions grew bigger and bigger. The ele- by his movement to collaborate with the 
ments of a new strength must be found private sector if the interests of Belgian 
in global co-operative projects, and by consumers and co-operators demanded 
mobilising public opinion throughout such collaboration and where a situation 
the co-operative movement it could be- of oligopoly existed. This was true in 
come a militant organisation, strong and Belgium with regard to distribution, 
finn in its ideas. This w'as an ambitious The markets were dominated by four 
project and some might even ask whether enterprises whose capital came partly or 
it could be realised. wholly from foreign sources. This had

Mr Ramaekers said he now wished to made'it tremendously difficult for a new
underline some general tendencies, or competitor to break into the market; in
some aspects of them, which could be other words, there was a tremendous
of interest to all member organisations, obstacle facing the co-operative move-
The first was towards convergence in the ment. This obstacle had been overcome 
various sectors, with unavoidable conse- by getting capital from a source which 
quences for the co-operatives in each dealt with both the French and Belgian
sector. The second was towards soli- distributors. It had also been sti}>ulated
darity and using the complementary that the co-operativc movement could
nature of the co-operative movement so retire from the contract if it failed to
that a suitable framework might be producc results.
found. A compromise might be appro- It was essential that the consumer
priate here with the help of the banking should he kept fully informed of what he
and insurance sectors. All co-operatives was buying and at what price. It was not
could contribute financially to the expan- possible to ask co-operators to take part
sion of the movement as a whole, first in a formal sort of democracy if they had
locally, then nationally and interna- no power to affect decision-making. If
tionally. they were given the opportufiity to

The third tendency was towards co- attend meetings and take part in long-
ordination between movements. Bel- term planning decisions, they must be
gium was divided into two movements in a position to say what choices should
and in some other countries the situation be made. The structural reform under-
was similar. Today there was greater taken in Belgium was designed to make
collaboration between the two move- this easier. Co-operators had to be pre-
ments and it was hoped to reach unity sented with choices which, though some
one day. times difficult, were far more exciting

The fourth tendency was on the inter- than the ritual rubber-stamping of deci-
national level. Belgian co-operators tried sions.
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The Belgian Co-opcrativc Insurance tion at national, regional and interna- 
Society and the thrift and credit co- tional level.
operatives were very strong and no one Such collaboration existed between 
could say that the co-operative move- the consumer and the agricultural pro-
ment had been bought out by the private ducer co-operatives, members of the
sector. I t was buying out the private Central Co-operative Union, in Bul-
sector. If the money of Belgian co- garia. Collaboration between these co-
operators was put into private com- operatives contributed largely to raising
panies, it was done for the betterment of the standard of living of their members 
the co-operative movement as a whole, which was the ultimate aim of these
I t  was therefore ofthe utmost importance basic economic organisations in rural
that decisions regarding financial matters areas. With joint financial and labour
should be in the hands of co-operators, resources they promoted the building of

M rJ.K U ST O W . Bulgaria, expressed shopping centres, restaurants,
the gratitude of Bulgarian co-operators kindergartens, sports facilities, cultural 
to the Working Party for presenting the
Report Close financial collaboration between

co-operatives and the Central Co-opera- 
Experience showed that collaboration ^nion was of great importance for

between co-operatives within a sector as development and strengthening of
weU X  between different types of co- co.„pen,,ives. Funds were being set 
operatives at national level was of very co-operatives, to be
great importance, particularly m times |,^ ,j co-operative unions and
of inflation and economic depression, in
order to fight the competition of large credit to co-operativcs for
companies and multinational corpora-

tilcnitohiiiid new, reconstruct or m(»d( t- 
With regard to collaboration between nise existing premises, thus providing

co-operatives and private companies, almost 100 per cent self-financinfj of
M r Kustow said provided that the co- capita] expenditure, 
operatives preserved their structure, Collaboration between different types 
x:haracter and independence, it was of co-operatives at national level, as well
possible sometimes for such collabora- as support on the part of the State where
tion to be to the advantage of co-opera- possible, contributed considerably to
tives. However, when making plans for their economic and financial stability,
development, co-operatives should not At the international level, inter-coopera-
count on collaboration with monopolies, tive collaboration was very important in
There existed deep-rooted fundamental enabling co-operatives to compete niort-
contradictions, determined by the veiy effectively with large private companic-s
essence of monopolies and co-operatives and multinational corporations.
—contradictions which would show Dr F. MOLNAR, Hungary, said that 
themselves sooner or later. In his Hungarian co-operators believed that
opinion, the right way for development international collaboration between co-
was closer and more effective collabora- operatives should be many-sided and
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serve proj^rcssivc soc ia l ,  econ om ic , sc ic ii-  Apart Ironi activ ities in the exjH)r l  

tific, technical and cultural aims. Such field, collaboration for industrial and
co-operative collaboration made a con- agricultural production had also greatly
siderable contribution to the broadening increased. "Co-operative weeks” organ-
of social and economic relations between ised in different countries had proved
countries and promoted the solution of successful.
important problems occupying man- Hungarian co-operators supported
kind, such as peace, detente, mutual those objectives dealing with the pronw-
understanding and collaboration in dif- tion of international trade and economic
ferent fields. Asa result of the broadening relations which served to strengthen the
of social and cultural collaboration, co-operativc movements in developing
economic relations with other co-opera- countries. The widening of international
tiye organisations in Hungary and those economic relations was of mutual inter-
of other countries were being promoted, est to the co-operative movements of all

Hungarian co-operators were in the countries. Therefore it was of great im-
first place interested in the development portance for the Alliance and the indi-
of external economic relations, as more vidual co-operative movements to take
than 40 per cent of the national income joint action against international mono-
was attained through international eco- polies and fight for the abolition of
nomic relations. Economic relations with discrimination which still existed in
other co-operatives in Hungary and in international economic relations,
other Socialist countries were improving In order to improve relations in
steadily to the advantage of all concerned, general and trade in particular it «-as

Mr Klimov, the President of Centro- thought expedient to organise further
soyus, in his address had drawn attention “co-operative weeks” and to conclude
to the importance of collaboration and agreements for the exchange of goods
of the agreements concluded between also with co-opcrativcs in capitalist
co-operatives in the Socialist countries, countries. Hungarian co-operators were
Such collaboration based on mutual ready to engage in negotiations in this
interests and advantages guaranteed field with all those co-operative organisa-
security of economy and an increase in tions which showed a readiness to colla-
international trade. Along with an in- borate in this way. Thus bilateral and
crease in the volume of trade between multilateral collaboration could be fur-
co-operativep in Socialist countries, ther developed,
favourable results had also been achieved Mr E. GROES, Denmark, {wintcd
in collaboration in exchanges of tcchni- out that his comments on international
cal and scientific information, foreign collaboration were based on his expcri-
trade, rationalisation of retail trade, cnce as President of Nordisk Andcls-
purchasing, education and other impor- forbund, the organisation mentioned in
tant fields. Gradually economic colla- the Report.
boration between Hungarian co-opera- In his longlife and work he had always
tives and those in capitalist countries given priority to international colla-
were also improving, but much more boration because he knew that, despite
needed to be done in this respect. all opposition and difficulties, it was in
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itself a goal worth fighting for, which top management, while decisions con- 
might bring about concrcte advantages, cerning the daily business were made by 
However, success had not been achieved responsible people directly involved, 
in one day. It had taken three genera- The third point was the establishment 
tions to achieve the results of today. of buying offices in countries with which 

NAF worked at present mainly as a business was done in important items, 
giant Nordic purchasing organisation such as coffee, cocoa, fruit and vege- 
for foodstuffs and raw materials for pro- tables, canned goods and so on. The 
cessing in the co-operative foodstuff advantage of having a man on the spot 
industry. Its foundation dated back to was apparent. The benefits included 
1918, and NAF had made consistent procurement oforders, pooling of orders, 
progress, especially since the Second conttol of deliveries and forewarning of 
World War. This year’s turnover was market reports. In this way NAF had 
expected to be a record million, come much closer to the buying market.
This successful development had been Fourthly, one should not forget that
made possible by the gradual liberalisa- for centuries there had been a feeling of 
tion of world trade. Yet the following solidarity in Scandinavia. In this colla- 
points were and remained of great boration language problems were almost 
importance. non-existent and member organisations

First, the Scandinavian consumer had reached similar stages of develop- 
co-operatives recognised that through ment. In future, a further strengthening 
economic collaboration their individual of collaboration and joint buying from 
decisions on the world market would all over the world was expected. New
be strengthened, their competitiveness policies were being laid down as colla-
would increase and advantages for con- boration with INTER-COOP nitmbers, 
sumers could be achieved. which were offered the services of the

Secondly, the co-operative demo- NAF officcs on the same terms as NAF 
cratic structure of NAF, with its close members, was increasing, 
collaboration with the managements of It was also important to maintain and
its member organisations, was important, strengthen the liberalisation of world 
Major decisions were made and the trade. An increase in purchasing was 
respective board members saw to it that expected, not least from the developing 
these were carried out in their national countries, especially if efficient sales 
organisations. In this connection men- organisations—pieferably based on co- 
tion might be made of the various com- operative principles—could he estab- 
modity working groups. lished more rajiidly. This was an impor-

It was important to note that the tant task not only for the ICA, but also 
responsibility of NAF and its individual for all present here, 
members was carefully laid down so that Within the framework of NAF, inter-
arguments about the division of respon- national collaboration on the production 
sibility did not arise. Its form of organi- side had also been discussed. In 1973 a 
sation and working methods had proved report was given on this at the ICA 
efficient in practice. All major decisions Central Committee held in Budapest. In 
were backed by the full authority of the 1970 the co-operative chocolate manu-
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facturers in Denmark and Sweden were 
amalgamated into Nordchoklad with 
Norway joining in 1975. This had proved 
a success. The investment programme 
of about /lO  million provided for a new 
building for this organisation. Since the 
1st July of this year a joint factory for 
thediemical-technical sector, Nordtend, 
comprising all co-operative factories in 
this field in Denmark, Norway, Finland 
and Sweden, had been in operation.

However, it must be said here that the 
establishment of a joint co-operative 
productive enterprise, a supra-national 
organisation, involved considerable prob
lems and require^ considerable patience. 
A warning must be heeded a ^ n s t  too 
high expectations regarding the conclu
sions and recommendations in this field 
as presented in the Report of the Work
ing Group. It was not at aU easy. The 
various reasons had been stated in 1973.

One reason was capital. I t did not need 
any capital to form an agency for inter
national buying, but capital was needed 
to build a factory of the right size to be 
competitive. However, capital or the 
lack of it was not the main reason. It 
must be borne in mind that multi
national companies based their structure 
and operations on force—perhaps mild 
and often intelligent force, to be sure, 
but force in the form of buying up 
majorities of stock and all the other 
forms of co ita l supremacy. Co-opera
tors must, if they were loyal to their 
ideals, use the way of voluntary agree
ment and voluntary collaboration among 
—in principle—equal partners. But then 
the problem arose that equal partners 
were never equal. One partner might 
have more capital, larger turnover, more 
able leadership than the others. But even 
if one of the partners lagged behind he

still had his natioiijl priJc to ditciKi. 
Even if the weaker i'arlni. r liaJ tin. \t. r \ 
best will, there were other obstacles, not 
forgetting the emplovnu nt problenv

The aim of this s ta te m e n t h a d  b e e n  to  
show that it paid to m ak e  e \  e ry  etTurt to 
further international c o lla lx jra t io n . I t  
called for idealism, c o u ra g e , n ew  \vay» , 
good will and patience, b u t  a lso  fo r  un
sentimental realism a n d  h a rd  w o rk . 'I 'h i s  
would also be a g u id e  to  all c o - o p e r a to r s  
in the future.

Mr J. J. MUSL X D l ,  K e n y a , s ta te d  
that his delegation w ish e d  to  a ff irm  i t s  
support for the sLxth IC A  p r in c ip le  
which emphasised th e  n e e d  to r  c o l la b o -  
ratipn among co-operatives at lo c a l, 
national and international lev e l. T h e  
Report of the Working P a r ty  h a d  e la b o 
rated at great length on m e th o d s  b y  
which collaboration c o u ld  b e  d e v e lo p e d  
and strengthened at v a r io u s  leve ls  o f  th e  
co-operative movement o f  th e  w o r ld .  
His delegation felt, h o w e v e r , th a t  the 
document had not adequately d e a lt  with 
the problems facing the co-operatives in 
developing countries, especially th o s e  of 
Africa.

Co-operatives in .Africa faced certain 
peculiar and potentially damaging cir
cumstances that required an interna
tional co-opeiative effort to keep them 
within bounds. It should be appreciated 
that many countries in Africa had 
emerged from colonial rule only in the 
last 10 years. Prior to this they had lived 
imder geneiations of inaximum sup
pression by those in power, who were 
determined to keep down the masses and 
those institutions capable of raising the 
standards of living of such masses from 
their extreme degradation. Thus the co
operative institution was deliberately 
sabotaged w'hile multinationals were en
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couraged to benefit the minority share
holders.

Therefore, whereas industrialised 
«x}untries could boast of unhindered co
operative development for more than 
100 years, in Africa such development 
had only just begun. It was only after 
attaining national independence that a 
free atmosphere had been established. 
Co-operators of developing countries 
were therefore far behind and there was 
no doubt that this was so.

The poverty of the j>eople forming 
these C0-0F>eratives made them weak 
institutions and hence they easily be
came victims of the multinationals which 
had had an early start, beginning in the 
colonial area, and were more ruthless 
and experienced in their operations. 
T his showed a need for the international 
co-operative movement to protect and 
nurture co-operative enterprises in deve
loping countries, to a point where they 
could not only speak with one voice but 
also become strong economic forces 
capable of challenging any opposition.

T he Kenyan delegation felt that it was 
not purely a duty of the respective 
governments to make the co-operative 
an  accepted institution in each country. 
I t  fd t that governments must be given a 
good excuse to support these institutions 
without having to accept lowered stan
dards of living and widespread disrup
tion of economies. In other words, co
operatives should portray themselves as 
woitfawfaile alternative institutions.

Tlie international co-operative com
munity had a duty to achieve such eco
nomic results within the shortest possible 
time by adopting the following measures;

1 ICA should develop and institu
tionalise machinery to enable co

operatives of industriuliM.‘d countries 
to assbt co-operatives in the develop
ing countries;

2 ICA should be enabled to providc- 
staff to monitor and supervise pro
jects mainly in developing countries;

3 Governments and non-governmental 
and international agencies should 
be encouraged to co-ordinate their 
financial and technical assistance, in 
consultation with the ICA, with that 
given by co-operatives. 'I'he concept 
of joint ventures between co-opera- 
tives, governments and other inter
ests was the accepted trend in sonic 
developing countries, and helped to 
create employment opportunities. 
This would also remove the notion 
that developing countries were only 
producers of raw materials, the 
benefits of which accrued to the 
multinationals.

4 In line with the above, efforts should 
be made to make people aware of 
co-operatives in developing countries 
as the most suitable institutions for 
the development of an equitable 
economy, and the ICA and its mem
ber organisations should actively 
campaign for this view internation
ally by lobbying at the United Nations 
head-quarters and UN Commissions 
for Africa, Asia and Latin America, 
and at the Organisation of .African 
Unity and the United Arab League.

5 The ICA should declare co-opera
tives in Africa as development pro
jects for improving the standards of 
living of rural populations.

6 Assistance should be extended to 
co-operatives in developing coun
tries to establish strong co-operative 
movements. Reference had been

258



made in the Report to amalgamation 
of co-operatives in European coun
tries, including the United Kingdom 
and Sweden. In some of the African 
countries there had been advocacy 
that co-operatives should be broken 
up into smaller units. There was a 
need for more developed co-»opera- 
tives to extend their expertise in 
these areas.

Mr Musundi expressed sincere thanks 
to tlwse co-operative movements of the 
industrialised countries that had come to 
the aid of Kenyan co-operators in one 
way or another. It would be appropriate 
to mention the assistance which had 
been extended to Kenya by the co
operatives of the Nordic countries in 
coUaix)ration with their respective gov- 
emioents. W ith the innovation of the 
well known Nordic Co-operative Pro
ject, the co-operative movement in 
Kenya had been transformed. It was 
now referred to as the best vehicle 
through which to channel credit facilities 
for development of rural areas. Under 
this project the Nordic countries helped 
the Kenya government to establish a 
very important co-operative institution 
which was very valuable in the country’s 

, devdopment, because it helped in the 
training of management personnel of 
the (»-operative movement.

Af^reciation was extended for the 
support given by Centrosoyus (USSR),  
the Co-operative Union of the United 
Kingdom and the Canadian co-operative 
movement in assisting the training of 
Kenyan co-operative personnel, as the 
one problem that confronted co-opera
tives in most of the developing countries 
was the lack of managerial expertise and 
know-how.

Reference should also be made to the 
latest development in Kenya. The World 
Bank, which was assisting the Kenj-a 
government, would be granting a loan 
of some 200 million shillings, 75 per cent 
of which would be channelled through 
co-operatives. This showed the interest 
that some other agencies were taking in 
co-operative development. With this 
trend it was hoped that other organisa
tions as well as co-operatives would be 
able to make a gesture in helping co
operatives in tlie developing countries.

Only an international co-operative 
effort could help to shape the destiny not 
only of co-operatives but also of the 
nations within which they operated. 
What was called for was a much less 
passive approach and a more aggressive 
line by the international co-operative 
community to challenge opposition and 
unite co-operatives to succeed.

M r E. COETTE, France, speaking as 
a consumer and manager of a consumers’ 
co-operative in the province of Nor
mandy, expressed the hope that com
mercial relations between co-operatives 
would continue to develop on an inter
national level, a wish expressed at the 
Vienna Congress in 1966 by the former 
director of his society. A great deal had 
to be done in the field of trade between 
nations, particularly between co-opera
tives.

The ICA must facilitate friendly rela
tions between co-operatives and trade 
relations with all types of co-operative 
associations. INTER-COOP was estab
lished in 1970. Today it grouped to
gether 28 consumer co-operatives in 
Europe, Isiael and Japan which had an 
annual turnover of 100 billion French 
francs. However, this was not sufficient 
and 80 far not all its aims had been

259





achieved. A large number of obstacles 
made exchanges difficult, but could not 
co-operators achieve -what multinationals 
had achieved?

The ICA today had a membership of 
326 million co-operators of all races, 
creeds and religions and most of them 
were consumers. They all had to feed 
and clothe themselves. Among the many 
countries represented here, many were 
producers. Co-operators must help those 
who still had insufHcient means to supply 
themselves. Under the auspices of the 
ICA a solution to extend trade between 
the various co-operative movements had 
to be found.

Co-bperatives could have an influence 
on all economic sectors. The ICA should 
promote activities in this field and assis
tance should be given by co-operators to 
those who needed it. The ICA should 
also promote co-operative production in 
countries in membership with the ICA 
and try to encourage commercial ex
changes.

In order to compete against multi
national companies, it was nccessary 
that national co-opcrativcs should find 
in the ICA an organisation which en
abled them to achieve their objectives by 
peaceful means. Despite achievements 
so far, a gre?t deal still remained to be 
done. Mr Coette expressed the hope that 
the ICA would become even more 
powerful. The President of the ICA was 
a forceful person who would try his best 
to see that these aims were achieved. 
Roger Kerinec must be given the means 
whereby he could implement the ideals 
on which co-operators pride themselves.

The exports of national co-operatives 
must not go to private enterprise but 
must remain in the co-operative sector. 
This would enable co-operatives to give

their members a better deal, to become 
more efficient and on an international 
level.

The problems facing co-operators 
today, particularly the problems of the 
Third World, must be attacked together 
so that a peaceful society could be 
created where all might profit fiom their 
labour.

Mr S. A. BOOK, Sweden, referred 
to recent developments in the field of 
collaboration between different types of 
co-operatives in his country.

The co-operative sector had developed 
independently in many branches. In the 
consumer sector there were six different 
branches—consumer co-operation in 
general, co-operative insurance, oil co
operatives, housing co-operatives, co
operatives in the field of finance and the 
travel and holiday co-operatives, all with 
their bwn central unions and local 
societies. There was no apex organisa
tion covering all these aspects. Instead, 
a network of various forms of collabora
tion between the various branches of the 
consumer sector and closely related 
organisations had been developed for 
some considerable time. Hut more 
needed to be done. During the 1970s, 
there had been an increasing demand for 
even closer collaboration. For this there 
were many reasons which had already 
been mentioned.

Disvcussions between the vaiious part
ners had been held during the first part 
of the 1970s and the following conclu- 
sioiis had been reached: the social and 
economic developments of the 1960s and 
1970s demanded a strengthening and 
economising of resources within the co
operative movement, utilising untapped 
reserves and possibilities, by means of 
closer collaboration both between the
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various parts of the consumer co-opcra- situation existed in Sweden. The Insti-
tive sector and between the various parts tute had examined textbooks used in
of closely connected organisations. schools on subjects where a mention of

Two examples should be cited which co-operative movement could have 
were of recent practical consequence, becnexpecte . cresutso t issuncy
two examples of steps taken to further boot* made
the development of collaboration: the
formation of the Swedish Co-operative "><>vement or c^ p e ra t.v e
Institute and the Second Swedish Con- Others mcnt.oned co-opcra-
sumer Congress which would take place '>'« of*'" •"<* >n a
in the autumn. The Institute had been " ' '“"K Some books
a long-standing idea within the Swedish j-d p n cn ts  .bou t the
co-operative movement, but it needeJ co-operatives. It was well known that
the discussions of the early 1970s to economics textbooks espeaally were too
come to life. The Institute started its much dominated by the cap.ul.st wayof
activities in September 1975. It was '™“ 8- There was a strong
owned by all sections of consumer co- co-operative movement in Sweden and
operatives and its whole aim was to «>ere were various informattve activities
achieve greater collaboration and to ex- >="' obviously these were not
tend joint ventures between the con- enough.
sumer co-operatives and organisations The co-operatives were not alone in
closely connected with them. The Insti- «perience. It was shared with
tute was not an apex organisation, but closely connected organisations, such as
was an organ where discussions could be 'h '  “"<* P " '*  pop-lar
held and various forms of collaboration movements. The situation had to bl
and common problems elaborated. Capitalist values and ways of

thinking could not be permitted to have 
The Institute took the initiative and publicity through school textbooks,

supported research mto consumer co-
operatives and the community. In this Congress was concerned, this
research the Institute collaborated with different aspc-cts
universities. Although the Institute had collaboration within the consumer 
only existed for one year, it had had a ^0-operative sector,- between consumer
very busy time. Amongst other things, ^0-operatives and closely related orpani-
an investigation into the various forms
of existing local collaboration between authorities. The Congress w as being 
co-operatives and other popular move- prepared by members and non-members 
ments had been undertaken. But another ^ ^ e ir  study circles. The p a r t ic ip a n ts  in
part of the Institute’s work w'as of more j
general interest. proposals on increased collaboration

During Congress mention had been which would be dealt with by the Con-
made of the fact that the knowledge of gress. This time it was arranged in colla-
co-operatives had been poorly deve- boration with the various branches of
loped in Malaysian schools. A similar the consumer co-operative movement
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and organisations closely conncctcd had been destroyed by the neccssary
with it. ' demandsofeconomicand social planning

Mr G. VECCHI, Italy, said that the and by the uncontrolled actions of the
report on collaboration between co- great national and international mono
operatives was the fruit of one of the best polies. Only the World Co-operative
initiatives which had been taken by the Movement could initiate and carry on
ICA in recent years. The report pre- objective research in order to define a
sented a good analysis of what could be new means of distributing products and 
done on the basis of the available struc- providing for the needs of mankind; of 
tures. It was an excellent basis, but it was truly serving the interests of consumer 
only a starting point. and producei; and of regulating the situ-

The Report recommended the Execu- tion. This would be one of the best 
tive to set up the means of examinlhg replies to the difficult situation in which 
constantly the question of the extension mankind found itself. It would be the 
of collaboration between co-operatives, end of the suffocation of the market and 
One of its means already existed and had. the global difficulties confronting all 
been used by the Alliance in 1969. This people. It would be a decisive contribu- 
was a meeting that brought together the tion. It could only come from the co- 
chairmen and secretaries of the auxiliary operative movement on an international 
committees. If  this were done every year scale by setting up a New World 
it would provide, without a reform of Economic Order, 
structures and with no particular diffi- Mr A. ANTONI, France, slated that
cuhies, a means of permanent co-ordina- during this Congress it had been stressed 
tion of the multiple activities of the ICA many times that co-operativcs and co- 
and of encouraging new joint action as operators should continue to contribute 
recommended in the Report. effectively to the building of a new and

Paragraph 6.7(b) of the Report recom- better world. In order to attain this it
mended that more joint scientific re- was necessary'to ensure that co-operators
search should be undertaken. It was went beyond micro-realitics; they should
most important to direct this research try to solve the macro-econonjic prob-
towards the elimination of the arbitrary lems. In order to do this co-operators
opposition between producers and con- would have to try to mobilise themselves
sumers, which was one of the worst and go beyond their group egoism which
things inherited from the classical was difficult to combat—just as difficult
liberal cconomy. The tendency towards as individual egoism.
consumerismcouldmakematterswor.se. Weaker .social groups which had
It was man as a whole that Co-operation decided to join together by using the co-
should serve. Therefore, a valid substi- operative way should consider their
tution for the market, which in classical fellow co-operators and should try to
theory was presented as an instrument meet the needs of mankind more effi-
of adjustment of countervailing forces ciently. This should be done within
between the consumer and producer, countries and through inter-sectoral
had to be proposed. collaboration between workers’ produc-

In any case, this no longer worked. It tive societies, agricultural co-operatives,
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housing co-opcralivcs and consumer economic development of the country,
co-operatives helped by credit co-opera- and, on the international level, in pro-
tives. This collaboration should also be moting collaboration between countries
carried out at the international level, of differing social and economic systems
This was the only valid reply co-opera- and in strengthening peace throughout
tors had to offer as a counterweight to the world.
the multinationals. This action could In order to attain these aims, Ro-
only prove efficient if co-operative enter- manian co-operatives had very good
prises tried to attain their objectives not relations with the other Socialist coun-
only for profit but to demonstrate an tries. With some countries they had long
alternative to private or State enterprise, term agreements on the basis of which
State enterprises were not democratic attempts were being made to promote
organisations. As far as private enter- the economic, technical, scientific and
prises were concerned, co-operators cultural lot of the people. They also had
could show that they supported a fairer relations with co-operatives in other
distribution of profits between partners, European countries and in countries of
whatever the economic and contractual Asia, Africa and America,
circumstances. As far as aid to developing countries

The time of unco-ordinated action in was concerned, Romanian co-operatives
the co-operative movement had surely were giving grants for the education of
passed. An organisation was now needed management personnel. The movement
which could adapt itself to new circum- aimed to develop and strengthen colla-
stances. Within each country structures boration between co-operatives at na-
and planning authorities linking different tional and international level and through
sectors should be set up. such action assist the Alliance in helping

Mr B. CSERESNYES, Romania, re- co-operatives throughout the world, 
fcrred to some aspects of collaboration The PRESIDEN'i' interrupted the
between the co-operative organisations discussion, saying that he wanted to tell
in Romania, both at national and inter- Congress what he thought about the
national level. Romanian co-operatives deliberations so far. They had been very
were strongly linked with the social and inteiesting, as was shown by the number
economic structure of their country. All of people in the audience. As Congress
the activities of the co-operatives formed met only every four years it wasi easy to
part of its development plan. Thus co- understand that people wanted to tell
operatives were able to make their con- each other of their achievements during
tribution towards the realisation of the this time, but as the average speaker took
economic aims of the Romanian Govern- eight minutes instead of five it was difh-
ment by raising the spiritual and econo- cult to keep to a timetable,
mic level of its people. There were two topics under discus-

As members of the Socialist Unity sion bearing on future activities. That
Party of Romania, co-operators were might be one topic too many. The
helping the internal and external policy Alliance had a Central Committee which
of the Communist Party of Romania, was very representative. Perhaps it
They had an important role to play in the should be given the chance of being
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more active and Congress should devote 
its energies to common problems of co- 
operators, and inter-cooperative prob
lems on which the whole future of the 
co-operative movement depended.

The President announced that a letter 
had just been received containing a 
cheque of 8,000 Canadian dollars as a 
contribution towards the Bonow-Fund 
from the Co-operative Union of Canada 
and the Conseil Canadien de la Coopera
tion.

Seventh Session

Friday, 1st October 1976 
(morning) 

Election o f Executive Committee
The PRESIDENT announced the 

result of the election for the Executive 
Committee: Y. Daneau (Canada), S. 
Dreyer (USA), V. Galetti (Italy), N. 
Hamalainen (Finland), T. Janczyk (Po
land), R. Kohler (Switzerland), L. 
Kovalcik (Czechoslovakia), A. Miyawaki 
(Japan), J. J. Musundi (Kenya), O. 
Paulig (F’ederal Republic of Germany), 
A. Rauter (Austria), N. Thedin (Sweden) 
and H. W. Whitehead (United King
dom).

DEBATE ON COLLABORATION 
BETWEEN CO-OPERATIVES (re
sumed)

Mr R. N. ELLER, USA, said that he 
was the president of a group of co
operative insurance companies in St 
Paul, Minnesota, and was serving cur
rently as Chairman of the Board of the 
Cooperative League of the USA.

The Cooperative League felt that the 
subject of collaboration between co
operatives was very timely and most 
appropriate for discussion at this meet

ing. TJus concept had been strongly 
recommended to the ICA Co-operative 
Principles Commission by Howard 
Cowden of the USA.

In this era of big government, multi
national corporations and big business, 
collaboration between co-operatives ^̂ -as 
necessary to keep co-operatives strong 
economically for the benefit of their 
members. The organisation that he 
represented. Mutual Service Insurance, 
was a living example of collaboration 
between co-operatives, as it was owned 
and controlled by over 500 co-operatives 
from various sectors — producer co
operatives, marketing co-opera tivcs, 
agricultural co-operatives and the like.

The Cooperative League of the USA 
was a'national federation whose members 
covered a broad spectrum of co-opera
tives throughout the United States, 
joined together by a common interest in 
issues affecting them all.

Another example of collaboration was 
the Inter-Regional Service Corporation, 
owned by six large federated co-opera
tives including Mutual Service In
surance, located in the Mid-West of the 
USA. 'I'hrough this organisation all 
transport facilities were purchased and 
then leased back to its members. This 
venture had brought about substantial 
savings and it had been possible to 
release capital for use in other worth
while joint ventures.

There were also a variety of oppor
tunities in education and training where 
collaboration could take place. Canadian 
and US co-operators had for many years 
conducted joint programmes in the area 
of educational and professional improve
ment in the field of insurance and 
finance. In the field of management 
training there had been collaboration for
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the past 25 years in a top-level manage
ment institute. There were many other 
examples of collaboration among co
operatives in the areas of fertilizer pro
duction, refineries and oil drilling, 

People might wonder where all the 
capital for this expenditure, involving 
billions of dollars, came from. It was 
all raised from American co-operators 
and sympathetic American investors. 
Not a single dollar for this expenditure 
had come from the US Government. The 
co-operative insurance organisation he 
represented h jd  over 20 million dollars 
invested in the furtherance of co-opcra- 
tive enterprises.

American co-operatives were owned 
by people and controlled by people. 
They were financed by the same people 
and they served the needs of those 
people. Many of the co-operatives that 
collaborated with each other were 
competitors in the market place. Com
petition was the way of life in the United 
States. It was part of its philosophy and it 
helped to make the economy dynamic.

Mr y . D ANEAV, Canada, askcj that 
his comments be included in the Report of 
Congress even though, to save lime, he had 
not presented them:

Solidarity among co-opcrutors within 
the organisation to which they belong and 
which they maintain in order to  aatisfv 
their needs, is an unavoidable necessity. 
However, this solidarity m ust not show 
itself only inside tlie small worlds of scat
tered co-operatives with no relation be
tween them .

Co-operatives must apply themselves to 
strengthening the ties which link their own 
m embers at national and international 
levels, in the most suitable forms. Such 
inter-cooperation occurs quite naturally 
among co-operatives in the same •cctor, 
because this is a means o f increasing or 
im proving the services they are called upon

to provide for thcii m ttnhcr*. But this 
inter-cooperation would appear equally 
important among co-operatives o f different 
type* and functions.

T he emergence of a genu i ne co-operative 
movement depends on the conscious aware
ness of solidarity founded on adherence to 
an  economic organisational form ula where 
those in need sec themselves, th rough  their 
personal and collective efforts, as able to 
satisfy it The co-operative framework can 
also be considered particularly favourable 
for the development o f th e  spirit o f 
collaboration and m utual help at in ter
national level.

Co-operatives frequently declare their 
wish to  collaborate with all the o ther bodies 
which work in the interests and for the p ro 
motion of the whole international com m u
nity. Such collaboration on com m on aims 
does not imply that we should not differ on 
other points which may engender neutral 
or even opposing attitudes.

Liberty, solidarity, democracy, the 
equitable distribution of wealth, the sense 
of individual and collective responsibility, 
respect for human dignity, the positive and 
responsible working towards an economy 
inspired by the values inherent in co
operation and favouring its dcvelopnr»cnt 
—that is whHt co-operators should aim fo r! 
Co-operation cim do much, in those sectors 
in which it is active, to realise such ob^c- 
tives. And it is in this sense that C o
operation can be seen as an instrum ent for 
development, as an agent for ordered 
change aimed at improving the quality of 
life.

If there is often a tendency to  insist on 
the ideological characteristics of C o
operation, perhaps one should also insist 
on Co-operation as an instrum ent of social 
and economic development. Seen in this 
perspective, we are well aware that the 
State will have a greater role to  p lay ; also 
we ourselves will be called upon to  colla
borate in order better to achieve our <mn 
objectives; in some cases we m ay ha\-e a 
share in achievements which go beyond 
our own objectives to  em brace those of 
the community.

This is a positive attitude which will
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stimuintc tjjc development of the niove- 
mcnt and avoid sterile, long and often use
less disputes with other types of organ.is&' 
tion. It appears more desirable to  the 
Canadian d e ie^ tio n  to organise collabora* 
tion between co-operatives than  to  carry 
on long discussions on multinationals.

In this connection, I would not like us to 
be m isunderstood: in  no way do we want 
to give moral support or make apologies 
for the multinationals.

We simply formulate the wish that inter
cooperation should take placc, th a t the 
mechanism for inter-cooperation should 
be act up, that we should go into action 
together rather th an  make long speeches 
which essentially achieve very little.

Mr B. KHOSTOV, USSR, pointed 
out that mention had been made in the 
Report of the wide-scale and mutually 
advantageous economic collaboration 
between consumer co-operatives and 
agricultural co-operatives in the Soviet 
Union. The success of this collaboration 
was based on the socio-economic situa
tion in his country where there was social 
ownership of the means of production. 
Either they belonged to the State and 
thus to the people as a whole or they were 
owned by co-operatives, thus belonging 
to a group of the population joined in a 
co-operativc.

Socialism had been introduced after 
the October Revolution of 1917. The 
first sector to be socialised was the pro
ductive sector through the nationalisa
tion of industry, transport, energy 
resources and many other parts of the 
economy. In the agricultural, trade and 
artisanal sectors advantageous credit 
terms were extended. The opportunity 
was given to the peasants to come into 
the socialist form of agricultural organi
sation. This was done voluntarily. They 
also joined co-operatives. This change of 
society brought about with the help of

co-opcrativcs transfornicd the backward 
economy of private small producers into 
the modern dynamic agricultural and 
social economy known today.

Lenin had elaborated a plan for the 
development of co-operatives which had 
been completed at the end of the 1930s 
with the help of the Government. This 
meant that peasants were unified first of 
all in the simplest forms of co-operatives 
—credit, consumer, and consumer and 
producer co-operatives. These were the 
primary schools for peasants to learn 
about co-operative^ and about applying 
their ideas to their own economy.

Later there was an intei mediate form, 
i.e. the move towards the pooling of land 
and.the common use of machinery. After 
that came common ow'nership of the land 
and the means of production.

Therefore even at the beginning of the 
development of the socialist society co- 
opeiatives had played a key role: They 
provided housing and they also organ
ised education and management tiaining 
for members.

Over the years there had been fruitful 
collaboration between co-opcrativcs and  

socialist enterprises which had proved 
important, both in the productive and 
the agricultural sector. The State farms 
produced the agricultural goods and the 
consumer co-operatives took the goods 
from the State farms and distribuu-d 
them to the people. However, consumer 
co-operatives also supplied the peiusants 
with their daily needs.

Co-operatives continued to assist in 
improving the standard of living of the 
people in rural areas which must not lag 
behind that of people in uiban areas.

Mr H. N. OSAKWE, Nigeria, re
ferred to the positive development of the 
co-operative movement in his country
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co-operative organisations, particularly 
in the field of co-operative education. 
This concession had already been 
extended to co-operators in other West 
African countries.

But the co-opcrative movement in 
Nigeria which desired to increase its 
tempo of development still needed assist
ance from the more advanced and more 
privileged movements. Appeals would 
shortly be made for assistance in the 
training of co-operative trainers and the 
training of co-operative insurance per
sonnel.

M r M ICHAELIDES, Greece, point
ed out how much the moral support of 
the Alliance and of co-operators in other 
countries during the time of the military 
junta had been appreciated. Every 
attempt was being made by Greek co- 
operators to wipe out the bad economic 
and social consequences to the co
operative movement during those years.

Collaboration between co-operatives 
was very desirable. The co-operativc 
form of enterprise could help the Greek 
economy. Collaboration between con
sumer and producer co-operatives at the 
local, national and international level 
could make a contribution towards 
solving the economic problems facing 
them and towards creating the essential 
preconditions fa\ourablc to economic 
development.

Producer co-operativcs needed to 
distribute and sell their produce. In 
Greece, however, the consumer co
operative movement was very weak 
compared with the agricultural move
ment. The agricultural co-operatives 
could be much more efficient if there 
were consumer co-operatives in urban 
areas. Without consumei co-operatives

IIK' CU'\ I’H ljH lunl Hi .1̂ 1 ;i un  111 .11 -
operatives was lianipcrcd. I’his ditliculty 
had to be overcome. It could only be 
done with the help of co-opcrators who 
had experience in this field and who 
could advocate practical steps which 
could be taken to improve the fwsition.

Mr A. MIYAWAKI, Japan, referred 
to international co-operativc trade be
tween agricultural co-operatives.

Looking at the world grain trade, it 
was very obviously dominated by the 
multinational grain corporations which 
had a strong influence on price formation 
and grain distribution. If the interests of 
producers and consumers weie to be 
protected from the despotic actions of 
multinationals, the ways and means of 
competing with them must be seriously 
considered.

The Japanese agricultural co-opcra
tive movement had been engaged in the 
importing of feed grains through its 
national federations, Zen-Noh and Uni- 
coopjapan for more than 10 years, from 
grain producers’ co-operativcs in the 
United States. Trade relations existed 
with agricultural co-operatives in Arpcn- 
tina, Australia and 'I'hailand. Zen-Noh 
operated seven grain bulk carriers to 
make this trade more efficient and suc
cessful. FEC had recently established a 
branch office in Tokyo in collaboration 
with its Japanese counterpart. This 
would strengthen the competitive power 
of co-operatives against the monopoly of 
multinational grain traders in the Asian 
region.

The trade collaboration with the 'I'hai 
agricultural co-operatives had been 
expanded into various assistance pro
grammes and joint ventures. The Japan 
International Co-operation Agency had 
approved a special loan of 1 million

267



dollars last year for the development pro- to comment on his spccial field, i.e.
ject •worked out between the Thai and forestry.
Japanese co-operative movements. The A great deal had to be done at the level
Japanese movement also planned to start of the ICA to protect the environment as
collaboration with the agricultural co- well as forests. Forests must be pro
operatives in Vietnam in their corn tected because they provide wood, an 
development project with help from important industry in Japan. 65 pci cent 
the Japan International Co-operation of the total wood produced which was 
Agency. ' 100 million cubic metres a year was being

The Japanese agricultural co-opera- exported. Ten large private companies 
tives had made deliberate efforts to were involved in the timber trade which 
collaborate with agricultural co-opera- exerted pressure on the whole field of 
tives in various countries in order to forestry and also on the importers and 
establish a long-term and stable export- exporters of wood products. Rational 
import business for feed grains. From trade between exporters and importers 
these experiences the following ad- of wood and wood products had to be 
vantages had been gained in the feed encouraged.
grain business through co-operatives. Close collaboration of co-operatives

First, a strong partnership and mutual was very important. Inter-cooperativc 
reliance between co-operatives in ex- activities should not only be promoted in 
porting and importing countries, which the field of wood and wood products, but 
had enabled them to make long-term also in other fields. International col- 
contracts and to ensure stable supply and laboration would be one of the major 
marketing outlets. tasks in the future development of the

Secondly, this had enabled Japanese ICA. The ICA should study the situa- 
co-operators to acquaint themselves tion and promote the establishniont of 
with the complicated systems and forcstrv co-operatives, 
mechanisms in the marketing and price The Japanese National Federation of
formation of feed grains, through the Forest Owners’ Co-opcratives had in its 
exchange of useful information, which membership 46 associations with an 
had contributed much to the stabilisation individual membership of 1,000,800 
of prices. members. They had strong ties with the

The necessity to expand such inter- Swedish co-operatives and they hoped to
national co-operative trade in the field of extend these to other parts of the world,
grains in general, was an important area Mr G. CINl'O LO, Italy, said that he
for agricultural co-operatives to consider was speaking on behalf of the three
if they were to strengthen their competi- Italian co-operative movements w hich
tive power against mlihinational corpora- collaborated in a spirit of solidarity,
tions. Mr Miyaw’aki expressed the hope The experience in Italy was of a
that these problems would be further specific nature. There was close col-
studied in the Agricultural Committee laboration between various sectors, faci-
and that practical steps would be taken to litated by the fact that Italian co
deal with these matters. operatives covered various co-operative

Mr M. KITA, Japan, said he wished sectors. The Italian experience had
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shown that inter-sccloral activity Jit 
the national level was not only im
portant but absolutely essential, and 
profitable as well. There was co
ordination on a national level and such 
co-ordination should be promoted at 
international level. Economic integration 
in order to increase the competitiveness 
of co-operatives confronted by multi
nationals should be encouraged. There 
\vas a need to set up multinational co
operatives which would lead co-opera
tors along the path previously outlined.

IN TER-CO OP had shown good 
results in the consumer field. Such 
collaboration should be extended to 
other sectors—housing, agriculture, 
w'orkers’ co-operatives—on an inter
national level, particularly in the present 
economic crisis.

Within the EEC, EUROCOOP was 
maintaining good relations with the 
authorities of the Community. In 
November a meeting of three directors of 
EUROCOOP with members of the EEC 
Commission would take place. However, 
there was not yet full collaboration 
between the co-operatives of various 
countries and the institutions of the 
EEC. It w'as essential to have inter
sectoral collaboration on an international 
level.

The three Italian co-operative move
ments requested that the co-operative 
movements within the EEC organise a 
conference under the auspices of the ICA 
to study ways and means of helping co
operatives in developing countries.

Miss L. OVESEN, Norway, pointed 
out that Congress had adopted the 
ICA’s Programme of Work for the next 
four years and had thus accepted that the 
co-operative movement must be ever 
alert to recognise new challenges.

'J’he imbalance of the distribution of 
food and energy, and the over-popula
tion in a number of countries, had led to 
the demand for a New International 
Economic Order. Those who lived in 
what might be termed the over-develop
ed part of the world were now being 
asked by the developing countries to 
direct their economic and technological 
advance in a different way. They were 
being asked to share their good fortune 
with the population of the developing 
countries.

Co-operators all knew—but it might 
be necessarj’ to underline it again lest it 
be forgotten—that this was not a question 
of charity. It was a question of necessit)-.

It was fairly easy to adopt resolutions 
and declarations on a number of im
portant and sometimes even rather 
difficult questions. Agreements in princi
ple posed in general no particular prob
lems. The problems arose when practical 
implementation of good intention >»-as 
demanded, as experienced by UNCT.A.D 
earlier in the year. Obstacles must be 
overcome before agreement on the 
realistic programme of action on the 
e.stabhsliment of a New Inttrnationai 
Economic Order was reached. However, 
as long as deliberations were going on, it 
was possible to cherish the hope of 
tabling realistic proposals at the next 
UNCTAD conference.

Developments in the past few years 
had shown that there existed a close 
interdependence between all the nations 
of the world. In fact, collaboration 
between nations was a prerequisite for 
survival. The Report gave some exam
ples of successful international collabora
tion. Nevertheless, if one considered the 
huge membership of the Alliance, it 
must be admitted that the results
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achieved were very modest. If serious operatives in developing countries. A
and concerted efforts were made to solve great deal of biographical data had been 
existing difficulties, surely an expansion recorded and this was available to all co- 
of co-operative collaboration on the operative movements,
international level would be possible, Educational activities should not only 
collaboration that would give—as the be made more extensive but should also 
Report pertinently emphasised— clear be improved through new methods,
commercial advantage to the co-opera- Education of co-operators in developing
tive movements in both developmg and countries required co-operatives in the
industrialised countries. developed countries to work more closely

There was a crying need today for together on different levels. This rc-
collaboration between all nations with quired new finance for educational 
regard to a well-planned and rational activities and support from the United 
exploitation of global resources. To Nations, UNIDO, UNESCO and other
those who liked to consider themselves as organisations, such as the International
militant co-operators, the demand for a Bank for Development, and the ex ten-
New International Economic Order re-., sion of educational institutions, 
presented a great challenge. As co- One ofthemajortaskswas the training 
operators, they were working to create of teachers and the production of 
more social and economic equality manuals, in particular for agriculture, 
among nations and individuals, Co- New methods of educational techniques 
operators had a moral obligation to work must be found to extend activities, 
fora new and more just global economic Education in developing countries was 
and social strategy and thus implement one of the main activities of the Alliance, 
the true essence of Co-operation. Mrs M. RUPENA, Yugoslavia, saiJ

Mr A. PASKO, Poland, spoke of that great efforts were being made in 
collaboration at the international level in Yugoslavia to develop agricultural pro- 
the field of education. This activity duction in order to provide enough footi 
should be promoted, parlicularly in for all the people with, if possible, 
developing countries. The Polish co- sufficient for export, and to improve food 
operatives had taken part in a number of processing, transport and distribution, 
activities in this field. Seminars in All these w ere contained in the so-called 
developing countries should be jointly Green Programme which wa.s being 
organised by co-operatives from Socialist realised through co-operatives and 
and capitalist countries. They would general self-management systems, 
enable participants to learn to under- Many delegates had spoken about
stand more about each other’s ideas and educational problems. Co-operatives in
they could form the basis for an exchange Yugoslavia were developing many kinds
of information. of education to increase the knowledge of

The Central Union of Peasant Self- their members. The groups of women
Aid Co-operatives had collaborated with and young people were doing well. I n this
the ICA and the Hungarian co-opera- framework extension work was also
tives in producing a directory of included. Without the appropriate know-
organisations engaged in research on co- ledge things could not be improved. An
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many co-opcrators as possible in various 
self-governing responsibilities and at the 
same time to unify their forces at com
munity, republic and federal levels, 
because experience had shown that this 
was necessary.

There had been many discussions in 
the Yugoslav Parliament about im
proving the control of co-operatives at 
all levels. Their importance was also 
stressed in the new constitutional law at 
federal, republic and community level. 
Efforts were directed towards the overall 
sodo-economic progress of the country.

Co-operators in Yugoslavia under
stood quite well what poverty and under
development meant, because they had to 
overcome both, with internal difficulties 
and external pressures of all kinds. They 
remembered the War and the post-war 
years when they had to do vtrithout the 
necessities of everyday life. Therefore, 
they supported all the ideas in the 
Report and the protests against excessive 
expenditure on the arms race. It would be 
much better to devote more resources to 
research to help resolve problems which 
were impoitant to all mankind.

Collaboration of the ICA and the 
auxiliary committees with other inter
national organisations, governmental as 
well as non-governmenta], should he 
promoted. Experience showed that this 
wa.s very good at the national and inter
national levels. The Yugoslavs supported 
all efforts to change the world social and 
economic order and the decisions which 
developing countries were taking at their 
meetings, including the efforts to imple
ment the Colombo conference.

Yugoslav co-operators were trying to 
develop collaboration with other co
operative movements in Europe and

were following the sjiirit ol the Helsinki 
Conference, as had been mentioned in 
the discussion and stated in the motion, 
which it was hoped would be accepted.

Good collaboration existed with 
Italian co-operators. Visits had been 
arranged to Italian co-operative enter
prises and Italian co-operators had 
visited co-operatives in Yugoslavia. This 
had made an exchange of ideas and 
experience between co-operators possi
ble. They got to know each other better 
and thus were able to understand better 
the problems and needs of others, as well 
as their successes.

Mr ROMANOWSKI, Poland, point
ed out that the Polish co-operative 
movement had given a great deal of 
attention to collaboration between co
operatives in the field of cultural and 
educational activities and had forged 
links with different types of co-opera
tives through joint meetings and con
ferences. A commission for social ques
tions had been in existence for several 
years and they had also the apex organi
sation, the Supreme Co-operative ('oun- 
cil.

'I'here was a central fund w h ich  wa' at 
the disposal of all the different type? of 
co-operatives. There were educational 
programme.^ in management training for 
all co-operatives and exchanges of 
managers between the different seaors 
of the co-operative movement. Co
operatives and trade unions collaborated 
on tourism and leisure activities to help 
working people to enjoy life more fullv.

I'here were centres where cconomy 
was taught and clubs where housewives 
received instruction. Members could 
also attend courses and participate in 
cultural exchanges.
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The co-operative movement had many aligned world would not be taken for a
secondary schools financed by the ride. In Mexico City a centre had been
Supreme Co-operative Council. Co- set up for the development of economic
operative education programmes were and other links among the developing
also carried out in State schools. The world. By the end of this year it was
different co-operative sectors also col- hoped to establish a solidarity fund,
laborated on educational programmes: A seven-point programme had been
Polish co-operators believed that it was adopted at the Colombo summit. One of
very important to pool information and the major recommendations had been
experiences in different sectors. The the restructuring of the entire apparatus
success of collaboration had proved its of international trade which would
importance, because it ensured the im- involve the setting up of an international
provement of the standard of living and bank for the developing world. If the
the happiness of the members of co- world was to be a happier place, co
operatives in Poland. operatives must involve themselves with

Mr J. BIHARI L. KHACHI, India, a much greater spirit of co-operation,
stated that the dark clouds of the multi-* What was needed was the identification
national threat, attacked way back in of the areas where there should be
1972 at the Congress in Warsaw, con- collaboration. This would be the respon-
tinued to lower. There was, therefoie, a sibility of the ICA Secretariat,
need to develop greater cohesion among M r Khachi expressed the fear that
co-operatives. The idea was not merely there might be some developed coun-
to collaborate on training programnies, tries, even some co-operatives in the
but to take collaboration fuither into the developed countries, which would like
laiger sector of industrial collaboration. to use the developing world only for the
The idea was also that co-operators supply of raw materials. This should bc
should build up an international com- resisted. A spirit of collaboration was
munity free from exploitation. needed. Know-how and expertise were

Even today people thought In terms of needed.
“poor relations”, even among the co- The Secretary-General of the United
operative community. This concept of Nations had said in Mexico City that the

.poor relations, inherited from the big developing world should not merely look
power rivalry and the concept of diplo- to the developed world for money and
matic manoeuvres, continued to guide assistance in financial matters, but it
the deliberations of institutions like the should try to develop its own huge
Alliance. This tiend must not be per- manpower resources. People in the
petuated. developing countries were con.scious of

There was a new resurgence in the their responsibilities and ofthe role of the
developing world. Only the previous developing world in the New Economic
month in Colombo, Sri Lanka, 86 Order.
nations from the non-aligned world had The Report on Collaboration Ix-tween
resolved to set up a New Economic Co-operatives was a useful and forward
Order. The developed nations should be looking document, but it was not com-
w'arned that the developing and non- plete. It was a good basis, but it would
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need closer study and scrutiny at the They thought that collaboration bc-
national level for collaboration to take tween co-opcratives could contribute
place. When formulating a plan of action towards the dissemination of the ideab
for years to come in the co-operative" o f the Alliance and help to make co
world, it should not be forgotten that operatives more efficient. The concept of
there were some poor relations who did national and international collaboration
not want to be treated poorly. There must be stressed. Close collaboration
were some poor relations who were between the co-operatives in all econo-
determined to throw off the yoke of mic sectors and the social field existed in
poverty. his country in order to strengthen the

That must be done not through the economy as a whole. It would be valuable 
benevolence or generosity of the de- to exchange positive experiences,
veloped world, but as equal partners The preliminary requirements far
sharing the sarhe ideals and goals. In the intensifying collaboration at the inter-
co-operative sphere, with co-operative national level had been created by the
principles and ideology, the spirit of Helsinki Conference last year. For the
neither side winning or losing should first time in the history of this continent
prevail. Co-operators must work for the a plan for long-term and effective co
good of the movement and its growth, ordinated action had been elaborated.
The impact of the ICA was growing This would promote Co-operation in
steadily, but a great deal of work re- many fields and strengthen economic
mained to be done. Its financial limita- ties. It was essential to have regular
tions W'ere well known, co-operators exchanges of opinions and exjKriences 
must look forward to a spirit of mutual on the basis of the principles established
respect. Any form of collaboration in Helsinki.
should not only be above suspicion but With refcrc-ncc to consumer co-
foo lp roof. There should be no further operatives in the Democratic Republic, 
exploitation. during the last year there had been more

Under the umbrella of co-operative than KO official delegations from 4<i
principles vaiious spheres could be countries and 5 international organisa-
covered by this new concept of inter- tions. Exchanges of opinion." ,̂ expcri-
national trade. They could be tourism, ments and experience made a valuahk
pharmaceutical, agricultural or other contribution to co-operative activities
prosperous industries, but caution was and were a means of solving economic
needed when choosing spheres of and social problems. Close collaboration
activity fot international collaboration, between co-opcratives provided better
There was a need for the humanisation possibilities for them to carrv out their
of international trade through co- w'ork more effectively,
operative channels. Mr W. W. RAWLINSON, Australia,

Dr H. FAHRENKROG, German told Congress that he wished to speak on
Democratic Republic, said that the con- trade between co-operatives, and inter-
sumer co-operatives in the German national co-operative trade. The Direc-
Democratic Republic were in agreement toi's remarks concerning more collabora-
with the ideals expressed in the Report, tion with international co-operative
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service organisations in such fields as 
agricultural co-operation and finance in 
rural areas were most welcome.

With regard to the Report from the 
Central Committee on action resulting 
from the Warsaw Congress resolutions, 
particularly the item dealing with 
“Trade”, Mr Rawlinson felt the role of 
the ICA had been underplayed. On the 
initiative of the ICA Council for South- 
East Asia, the International Co-opera
tive Trading Organisation had been set 
up in Singapore, with detailed practical 
administrative assistance from the Re
gional Office in New Delhi, to whose stafT 
tribute should be paid for their excellent. 
work in this respect.

The object of I CTO was to assist co
operatives and people in the Asian region 
through collaboration by trade rather 
than aid, and also to promote inter
national co-operative trade. The organi
sation had been established and its future 
was now entirely dependent on col
laboration between co-operatives every
where.

Mr Wccraman, Director of the 
Regional Office, had reported on the 
ICTO and it might be useful to repeat 
his statement:

“ The International Co-operative Trad- 
ing Organisation, started in Singapore by 
eight national co-operativc movements of 
South-East Asia, has had some business in 
its first year of operations. However, it 
must be said that the pace is slow. It will 
take time for co-operatives in developed 
countries which buy consumer goods in 
the South-East Asia markets to  switch over 
from their already well-established con
tacts to the new organisation. But, in the 
interests of the developing countries, the 
develof>ed co-operatives must give their 
svinpathetic consideration to buying from 
the producer co-operatives of the develop
ing countries, and the International Co

operative Trading Organisation can help 
to  establish this collaboration. A certain 
amount of piitience with inexperienced co
operatives trying to  come into the picture 
has to  be exercised by de\-eloped co
operatives, remembering that they too only 
50 years ago were struggling for recogni
tion in  the same way. A very simple way of 
extending their sympathy is to  give ICTX) 
an idea of the requirements of co-operatiw 
buying in South-East Asia as they would 
be two years hence. T he International Co
operative Trading Organisation member* 
can then get the required supplies ready hy 
1978.”

A warning had been given by the 
Chairman of Nordisk Andeslforbund on 
the problems of developing this type of 
trading operation. This warning should 
be heeded. However attention should 
be drawn to the Report of the Working 
Party, which stated, amongst other 
things: “Important purchases of knit
wear and tools and othei things have 
been made in the Far East,” as an indica
tion of collaboration between co-opera
tives, although no reference was made to 
the possible utilisation of the services of 
this organisation, set up spc-cifically for 
this purpose.

An example of the frustration which 
might be expected in the foiniative 
stages of this organisation had been the 
enquir}' received by the Organisation 
earlier this year from a European co
operative trading organisation alwiut 
certain activities in Singapore. The 
enquiry had been answered, but the 
co-operative concerned had then sent its 
own representative to Singapore, b y
passing ICTO and thereby failing to give 
business and support to this new 
organisation.

Mr Rawlinson appealed for under
standing and support for ICTO from 
such ICA associate organisations as
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KUKOCOOl* and INTER-COOP and and the security ol nations. All of tluM
the trading co-operatives of both social- things were essential for co-operative
ist and mixed economy systems, by development.
putting business through it, thus demon- Better collaboration between the co- 
strating practical collaboration between operative organisations within the ICA 
co-operatives. and throughout the movement were due

M r F. CHODIL, Czechoslovakia, to the better atmosphere which existed in
stated that collaboration between co- international relations at present. The
operatives on the national and inter- co-operative oiganisations of the Social-
national levels was a very important ist countiies had always done all in their
subject which corresponded to the power to create such a favourable cli-
principles and interests of the ICA. The mate. However, even today it was not a
Alliance, the movement as a whole and simple task, when human rights were
the member organisations should con- trampled upon—as, for example, by the
tinue to contribute more actively to the Fascist regime of Chile, and as long as
idea of Helsinki. The basic ideas under- there was racialism in South Africa and
lying the documents produced by this other parts of the world,
conference should be introduced into It w'as right that the ICA, with all
our day-to-day life, because the Helsinki men of progressive and democratic
Conference supported true collaboration spirit, should tiy to attack these pheno-
and determined the principles of peace- mena and struggle continuously against
ful co-existence of countries with differ- them. Czechoslovak co-operators
ent social and economic systems. strongly supported any initiatives taken

However, the task of Congress would by co-operative organisations operating
not be fulfilled if it limited itself to under different economic and social
approving the Report and voting for the systems to affirm comprehension of
Resolution on Collaboration between other people as well as collaboration
Co-operatives. Words needed to be and progress. It was good to know that
matched with action in order to make the the ICA was playing an active role in
public more familiar with the tasks and setting up more favourable conditions to
aims of co-operators, to mobilise all achieve these ends,
members of co-operatives, their federa- Mr WAWRZKW8KI, Poland, indi-

, tions and other co-operative organisa- cated that he wanted to speak about coi
tions in order that they might take laboration between housing and other
positive action to implement the de- co-operatives in I’oland. 'Phe basic aims
cisions of the Helsinki Conference. The of this collaboration and common action
development of Co-operation contri- were defined in agreements between the
buted to the deepening of knowledge and representatives of the housing co-opera-
understanding of each other, knowledge tives and other co-operatives,
of what had been achieved and the This collaboration W'as defined in
problems that confronted different co- programmes of action, and w’as concen-
operative movements. This would tiated in twc sectors. I'he fiist was the
strengthen understanding and mutual preparation of investments in trade and
comprehension and thereby help peace services in the housing schemes. The
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sm>nd dealt with a whole range of 
measures for cultural, educational and 
ld»ure activities. In particular, young 
{^ple and the children who lived in 
these co-operative housing projects 
benefited from them.

Regal ding the first area, there was an 
exchange of information and constant 
consultation dealing with problems and 
how best to manage the housing and 
amamercial services offered in these 
schemes. Co-operators were convinced 
that consultation was essential when 
investment was being considered. A 
service infrastructure had been set up 
which could take maximum advantage 
of the situation. It offered a whole range 
of services to co-operators and those who 
lived in these housing schemes.

Hoarding the second area, collabora
tion depended on a number of common 
actions to help families in educating their 
children and running their households. 
A wide range of cultural and youth 
activities were being carried out. The 
self-governing bodies of these co
operatives w'ere in constant consultation. 
This was essential if the programmes 
were to be implemented successfully.

New’ elements could be added to these 
programmes, as there were no rigid 
schemes. Given that the housing co
operatives had a greater role to play in the 
years ahead, especially in urban areas, 
a number of measures would have to be 
taken to promote greater collaboration 
between housing co-operatives, agricul
tural co-operatives and the peasant self
aid co-operatives. The principles of 
collaboration were always in the minds 
of those managing the co-operatives. 
They constantly analysed those princi
ples and the programmes of work and 
there were joint meetings of the govern

ing b od ies  o f  the dilierc nt co-opcraliv£^.
Mr A. HIRSCHFELD, Franco, 

pointed out that collaboration both at the 
national and international level was 
indispensable if the co-operative mow- 
ment was not to be merely an extension 
of the private sector in many different 
fields. It was essential that links betweers 
the different sectors of Co-operation be 
increased. Different attempts at colla
boration between co-operatives had been 
made in France. Considerable difficul
ties had been faced, including economic 
difficulties. When such difficulties arose 
co-operatives tended to w'ithdraw into 
themselves and forget their obligations 
with regard to collaboration with other 
co-operatives. However, such problems 
might best be overcome through col
laboration, rather than by each acting for 
himself. It had been proved that in the 
educational sector and in management 
training it was better for experiments to 
be carried out jointly.

In France fortunately this problem 
had been understood. For example, 
there was a co-opcrative college sup
ported by many of the national federa
tions, and there was the French Institute 
for Co-operative Studies also supported 
by inter-cooperation. The study of co
operative education was an area where 
teachers and students could express their 
ideas and write articles on Co-o[>eration 
—its past, present and future. These 
efforts should be pursued with patiencc 
and developed in the years ahead.

But collaboration at the national level 
was no longer sufficient. Co-operators 
had for a long time felt that the ICA was 
a very useful organisation to help in 
international Co-operation. In the diffi
cult world in which we lived, and with the 
selfishness which unfortunately domi-
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iiatcd the bcliaviour of many men and 
women, efforts had to be redoubled to 
develop in every sector an indispensable 
solidarity.

Co-operation would triumph only if 
throughout the world, in all sectors, co- 
operators went beyond their own in
terests and their own successes and tried 
to become truly international; They 
should join together to create a truly co
operative world.

REPLY TO THE DEBATE ON COL- 
LA B O R A T IO N  BETW EEN CO
OPERATIVES

M r J. HARRISON, Chairman of the 
Working Party, said that his first duty 
was to express thanks to the Congress for 
the number of contributions to the 
debate which indicated the tremendous 
interest in the subject of collaboration 
and its importance to the international 
co-operative movement. He also wanted 
to thank every contributor, because this 
was again an acknowledgment of the 
practical nature of the subject and the 
importance attached to it; also the 
members of the working party, who had 
without exception contributed so much 
to the success of this document, particu
larly in the course of its preparation, and 
D r Saxcna, Mr Davies and members of 

' the staff of the ICA who had at all times 
patiently and helpfully contributed to 
making it so informative and readable. 
Thanks should also be expressed to Dr 
Bonow, the former President of the 
ICA, who had supported in the Execu
tive the idea of setting up this working 
party. In addition there had been long 
dialogues with various members of the 
British and the international co-opera
tive movement on the subject between 
meetings of the working party, which

had also coiitrilnited to it.s siKce.ss.
Two comments had beeii made which 

indicated disappointment in the Report. 
The first had been that not very much 
mention had been made of the develop
ing countries. Delegates should refer to 
item 1.1.6. in which it was stated that the 
subject was so broad that some ideas had 
to be excluded, namely inter-cooperative 
aid and technical assistance by co
operatives in industrialised countries to 
those in the Third World. But at all 
times the problems of co-operatives in 
developing countries had been foremost 
in the thoughts of the Working Party, as 
had the activities of the co-operative 
movements in the Socialist countries. 
There was no doubt that the experience 
and challenge of all these countries had 
been very important in the final shaping 
of ideas.

Thanks should be expressed to the 
Canadian delegate for making the 
correction about Japanese investment in 
the herring roc industry.

It had been said that tins was a com
promise docununt, hut that was not so, 
for two reasons. I'irst, tlu- document 
stood four-square with ti)c Alliance’s 
policy document on princi[iks which the 
Working Party had before it and which 
enunciated the sixth principle, which 
was collaboratioi; between co-operatives. 
Secondly, the document demonstrated 
the infinite variety of the jiractical col
laboration that was taking place in the 
international co-operative movement 
and the contribution that collaboration 
was making not only to the strengthening 
of the co-operative movement, but to 
meeting the challenge of forces, in the 
capitalist world particularly, such as the 
multinational corporations. Every speech 
to Congress had demonstrated this
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point, and it was hoped that the ex
periences described had been well noted.

However, two questions had to be 
asked. The first was the practical ques
tion as to what could be learnt from the 
experiences recounted in this debate, 
and how they could be used to develop 
collaboration in practical wa>^ when 
delegates returned to their own coun
tries. If some practical results could be 
achieved, there was no doubt that col
laboration between co-operatives would 
bccome a stronger idea and something 
which would not only cement but also 
contribute to the greater strengthening 
of the international co-operative move
ment and the co-operative movements in 
the individual countries.

In his view, collaboration would 
develop and grow. Co-operators were 
always attempting, as was done in the 
Working Party, to find the bases of 
common agreement and to see how one 
could build on them. There was no 
doubt that it was the great merit of the 
international co-operative movement 
that, no matter what the difTercnccs 
might be between the various economies 
and the infinite variety that existed in 
the forms of Co-operation, there was in 
the essence of the co-operative philoso- 

. phy the need to find agreement and act 
on these bases.

The Report had stressed what co
operatives were collaborating for. Right 
at the forefront, they collaborated for 
things which were socially desirable. 
They wanted to serve the consumer 
better. They wanted to bring more 
people into co-operative forms of em
ployment. They wanted to increase the 
strength of the co-operative sector in 
capitalist countries. They wanted to 
ensure that in all forms of economy there

Mas greater and more constructive col
laboration between the State and the co
operative forms of organisation. If this 
was done, co-operatives would make an 
excellent contribution not only to 
improving the material life of people but 
to enriching their outlook and their con
tribution to culture, education and so on.

Mention had also been made that 
there should be more collaboration 
between the apex organisations and pri
vate organisations. At the international 
level, the importance of inter-coopera
tive relationships, particularly those in 
joint buying, production and financial 
assistance had been stated.

What the Working Party had done was 
to recognise and show the infinite 
varieties of co-operative forms, the 
differences in the co-operative forms in 
the various economies, and the contri
butions that these were making. It had 
been recognised that co-operative col
laboration between all these forms was a 
practical possibility. What had been said 
in this debate indicated that the co
operative movement at the national and 
international levels was working vcr>- 
hard to make a success of collaboration 
and to strengthen the international co
operative movement. The Alliance re
cognised and demonstrated this in its 
work for the co-operative movement, 
not only in practical ways but also in the 
development of the basic co-operation 
philosophy.

It was now time to turn to the future. 
The new Central Committee and the 
Executive Committee had to ask the 
auxiliary committees and working par
ties in the Alliance to report fully not 
only to the next Congress, but to the next 
meeting of the Central Committee on the 
work they were doing to improve col-
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laboration in those spheres of activity for operatives in these two types of econo-
which they were responsible. This was mies.
democratic accountability. It was some- It had been suggested that INTER-
thing that had to be introduced much COOP and the Agricultural Committee
more purposefully in this organisation. of the Alliance should attempt to work 

There were aspects of the study on more closely together. There was a sense 
collaboration which had to be examined, of urgency here and consideration 
because action upon them was very should be given to asking these two
important. For instance, one had to look bodies to meet to see whether it was
at the relationship between producer and possible to get greater collaboration,
consumer co-operatives. There was no M r Harrison said he had been im-
doubt that this had been and still was a pressed by some of the contributions
problem. I f  greater collaboration could made during Congress, which should be
be achieved here, there was no doubt that looked at very closely, particularly as it
the worker in the producer organisation was hoped that there would be greater
would benefit, as would the consumer and more extensive practical collabora-
who was finally going to buy the goods. tion in future. The Bulgarian contribu-

On the question of East-West trade, tion in this respect had been very inter-
the difficulties in approach as to why esting: M r Kostow had stressed the
more trade was not being done had at importance of economies of scale and
times been over-emphasised. But there especially the need for meeting the
were other difficulties which had to be challenge of the multinational corpora-
examined. Perhaps these were difficulties tions.
which could be solved by co-operators The establishment of the Co-operative 
themselves. They were practical diffi- Institute in Sweden was an interesting ,
culties, often arising out of the quality of development. Where such organisations
goods, problems of packaging, labelling existed in a country there was a renewed
and so on. What should be suggested opportunity for co-operators to
here was that the organisations operating together to discuss co-operative philoso-
in the developed countries, such as phy. What was needed in any cum.-,

INTER-COOP and Nordisk Andelsfor- wherever co-operators met, was to cn-
bund and the appropriate organisations courage a dialogue where co-operators
in the Socialist economics should get could'be frank with each other, and to
together in a market research exercise to ensure that what was said found practical
try to find out how to develop trade on expression.
the basis of agreed commodities, packag- Mr Harrison did not think that another
ing and other things, so that there could report on collaboration was needed. But
be greater liberalisation of trade between it might be that the Central Committc-e
these forms of economies. These were or the Alliance would invite those who
practical matters, but nevertheless mat- had been associated with this Report to
ters w'hich were important. On this meet at some stage in between Con-
basis, it might be possible to report at the gresses, in order to assess the practical
next Congress that there had been a great gains that had come out of this Report
development of trade between co- and to see whether any recommendations
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could be made for further implementa
tion of the recommendations made by the 
Working Party.

There were important aspects for 
further consideration. And in this con
text the relevant passages from the 
proposal in the name of the Central 
Committee should be quoted. -It re
quested ‘'the Central Committee of the 
Alliance, in consultation with the ICA 
Auxiliary Committees, further to ex
plore ways and means of expanding col
laboration between co-operatives 
through conferences and seminars and to 
consider whether new arrangements 
should be made to ensure that collabora
tion is kept closely under review in the 
ICA”. That need would be acknow
ledged by all and all the people assembled 
there would demonstrate that practically 
when the Congress was over.

The motion called upon member 
organisations “to do all they can to col
laborate with other co-opcrativf organi
sations to compctc more cfTcctively with 
monopolies and niuhinational corpora
tions”. Again this would be acknow
ledged by all.

Finally it a.skcd “the Central Com
mittee to report to the 27th Congress of 
the ICA in 1980 on progress made” . At 
that Congiess the debate would probably 
he entirely different, showing that on the 
international level collaboration had 
been raised to a much higher degree of 
activity, and it would be possible to 
record greater satisfaction than had been 
possible at present.

If co-operators acted in this way the 
job of the Working Party would have 
been fruitful. The speeches indicated an 
acute interest in the subject. They 
acknowledged responsibility and Mr 
Harrison felt sure that if the debate was

anything to go by, greater progress 
would be reported at the ICA Congress 
in 1980.

T he PRESIDENT then moved the 
adoption of the motion, which was 
c a rried  unanim ously.

RESOLUTION ON 
COLLABORATION BETWEEN 
CO-OPERATIVES

T h e 26th Congress of the International 
Co-operative Alliance:

R E A FFIR M S its belief in the principle o f 
Collaboration between Co-operatives pro- 
cliiimed at its 23rd Congress in Vienna in 
1966;
R E C O G N ISE S  the progress made in col
laboration between co-operatives, nation
ally and internationally, during the last ten 
years as indicated in the report of the ICA 
W orking Party on Collaboration between 
Co-operatives;
E M PH A SISES the importance of closer 
collaboration for the expansion and d i vi - 
lopment of the intcrnutioniil co-<>pcniti\f 
movement through seeking out increased 
trade and other opportunities, orgiinising 
joint ventures in developing and oilu-r 
countries, promf>ting <.-nniiRt.v through ex
change visits, iniproved coiMimmicntioiiN, 
greater exchanges of publications, puhh- 
cising examples of successful collahoni- 
tion , thus contributing to the cause of social 
progress and strengthening t>f world-wide 
peace;
R ECOM M KN l^S that research should he 
undertaken by co-operative organisatiims 
and academic institutions into ways and 
means of expanding such colhthoration ; 
R EQ l'IvS 'l'S  the Central Committee of 
the Alliaticc, in consultation with the ICA 
Auxiliary Committees, further to explore 
ways and means o f expanding collaboration 
between co-operatives through conferences 
and seminars and to consider whether new 
arrangements should be made to ensure 
that collaboration is kept closely under 
review in the ICA;
CALL.S UPON member-organisations to
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c o - o p c r i i t n t  orKim isiit ions to  c o t i ip r t i '  
m o r e  e ffec t iv e ly  w i th  m o n o p o l i e s  jind 
m u l t i n a t i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ;

A SK S the Central Com mittee to report to 
th e  27th Congress of the ICA in 1980 on 
progress made in the prom otion of in
creased collaboration between co-opera- 
tives.

I 111 I ' K l . h J  i . .\  1 111.ml.I ll A l l  J \ l i  

niov iiiui Mr Hariison for their introduc
tion to the debate and M r Harrison for 
his very clear and constructive summing 
up. He also offered his thanks to the 
other members of the working party and 
others who had assisted them in their 
task.

Motions Proposed by Central Committee

Peace
The PRESIDENT said that the 

Central Committee had asked him to 
make a short comment on this motion. A 
great deal had already been said about 
Peace and it had been mentioned at each 
of our Congresses. This Congress was no 
exception. Mauritz Bonow had expressed 
everybody’s opinion on this subject with 
courage and skill, and his speeches had 
been translated and published by the 
Alliance. There was no need to go over 
the arguments he had developed to show 
that without peace there could be no 
progress of any kind, particularly in the 
to-opcrative movement. It was well 
known tiiat co-operative ideas were in 
themselves peaceful in intention, that 
they created the necessary conditions for 
long-term peace, and that without co- 
opeiation there could not be peace. The 
Alliance which grouped together mil
lions of members from East, West, 
North and South had shown that it was 
possible to co-operate, to build together 
and to co-exist on a world-wide scale. It 
had shown that there was an alternative 
to systems based too much on competi
tion and which promoted the wellbeing 
of the “haves” and discriminated against 
the “have nots”. Through their daily 
work, co-operatives could set up a cli

mate for mutual understanding in the 
field of international relationships. The 
world needed our co-operative spirit in 
order to survive, therefoie co-operative 
voices must be heard. It was well known 
that through Co-operation economic 
and social relationships between nations 
could be developed in a peaceful way.

Peoples and governments throughout 
the world must be made aware that co
operatives wanted to build and not to 
destroy. This was the reason why at each 
Congress a motion on peace was pro
posed.

In the motion before Congress, the 
Central Committee had emphasised tlie 
dangers confronting the world, tlrawing 
attention especially to “countries prac
tising policies of racialism, apartheid anti 
fascism” as w'ell as to the “great in
equalities of wealth”, 'I'lie motion also 
requested that the Centra! Committee 
should “consider discussing what the 
UN had declared as the new social and 
economic order”. Finally, it urged tin- 
United Nations “to convene urgently a 
World Disarmament Conference” .

The motion thus faithfully reflected 
the desires of people throughout the 
world who had heard the United 
Nations urge disarmanent upon the 
nations. Unfortunately, the people of the
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world had been disappointed once ag.ain. 
Co-operators were also disappointed. 
But once again it had to be stated that 
peace must be earned and that co
operatives could crcate the necessary 
basis for peace. A philosopher had said 
that the ideas which changed the world 
had been born on small territories, and 
co-operators had to help the dove of 
peace in its flight.

Mr B. O’CARROLL, Irish Republic, 
pointed out that peace was the most 
important part of the co-operative move
ment and it should be put in the forefront 
of all co-operative activities. I reland, had 
a particular interest in its implementa
tion : for ovei eight years there had been a 
conflict in part of the country which had 
resulted in thousands of deaths and 
maimings and thousands of people being 
imprisoned. There had also been mil
lions of pounds worth of damage. This 
was still going on. It was now over seven 
years since the United Nations had 
shown any open interest in this conflict. 
In view of the Alliance’s close collabora
tion with the UN, Irish co-operators 
would like to suggest to this Congress 
that the UN consider the possibility of 
setting up a commission to inquire into 
the origins and causes of the conflict, in 
.the hope that it might put forward some 
suggestions for bringing it to an end. 
They did not blame anyone for this 
conflict or make any suggestions, but 
they wanted to state categorically that it 
w'as not a fanatical religious feud, as 
many had been informed.

It was hoped that this suggestion 
would be passed on to the UN showing 
the practical interest of co-operators in 
the establishment of peace. It would also 
help the co-operative movement in 
Ireland.

]\Ir N. Tm<:DIN, Sweden, then 
asked that the question be now put, as 
there was a tradition in the ICA that at 
Congresses peace resolutions were 
adopted unanimously without discus
sion.

The PRESIDENT then moved the 
adoption of the proposal.

The proposal was carried unani
mously.

RESOLUTION ON PEACE

T he 26th Congress of the International 
Co-operative Alliancc, representing 325 
million co-operators in 65 countries with 
varied economic, social and political systems;

RECALLS that its Rules call upon mem- 
ber-organisations to  work for the establish
m ent of lasting peace and security;

R EA FFIR M S the  calls for peace adopted 
at previous Congresses as well as the resolu
tions adopted by the  Central Committee in 
1973 and 1975 in which the urgent need for 
a W orld Disarmament Conference and thi- 
dangers of the arms racc w tr t strongly 
stressed;

W ELCO M ES the decisions of thi- C'oti- 
fcrcncc on Security and Collithor.ition in 
Europe which crcated iin ;itmosphen 
favourable to the promotion of economic, 
scientific, technical and trade tollabora- 
tion between countries, independent of 
their socio-cconomic system ;

HELIEVES that the implementation of 
steps to  relax international ten-sion is one 
of the most im portant conditions for the 
development and consolidation of friendly 
and business relations between national 
co-operative movements, irrespective of 
their social systems;

DECLA RES that rivalry between coun
tries for markets and investments and the 
growing power of multinationals to brin*; 
pressure on governments to  enhance their 
own profit seeking interests constitute a 
potential source o f  conflict and threat u> 
peace;
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S ’J'A 'J'ES thiit there continue to he regions 
o f the world in which the seeds of tension 
exist, and that the threat to  the peace and 
security  o f nations exisU in a num ber of 
countries practising policies of racialism, 
apartheid and fascism;

N O T E S  with great concern, the existence 
o f great inequalities of w ealth;

E M P H A S IS E S  that co-operative forms of 
enterprise which 8cr\’e the interests o f the 
com m unity, and a wider application o f co
operative principles, with their emphasis 
on service, have a vital role to  play in the 
developm ent o f a more equitable social and 
economic order;

R E Q U E S T S
(a) its member-organisations to mobilise 

public opinion in support of govern
m ent policies aimed at reducing tension, 
caused both  by the arms race and econo
m ic exploitation by the few, and the 
conclusion of a worldwide agreement 
to  refrain from the use o f force in in ter
national relations;

(b) the ICA Central Committee to  consider 
discussing what the UN  has declared as 
the new international social and econo
mic order, and to pursue this aim with 
the appropriate UN bodies;

(c) the United Nutions to  convene urgently 
ii W orld Disarmament Conference so 
tha t the massive resources for arn i i i -  
m ents could be diverted into construc
tive program mes of economic and social 
developm ent.

The Tasks o f the 
Co-operative press

Dr R. KOllLKR, Switzerland, said 
(hat support should be given to the 
expansion of the co-operativc press.

The Press Working Party under the 
excellent chairmanship of Mr Boniface 
had done a good job. A number of reso
lutions and suggestions had emanated 
from it and these corresponded with the 
motion now under discussion. What 
caused concern, however, was that there

were a number oi organisations which, 
for reasons of economy, recessions and so 
on, had to reduce their budgets. It was 
unfortunate that in looking for economies 
they had cut down on expenditure on the 
co-operative press.

All those involved in the promotion of 
economic policies in the field of politics 
knew well that they could not work 
effectively without newspapers. An ac
tive press was essential to the co-opera
tive movement. That was why he wished 
to appeal to all concerned with the co
operative movement not to eliminate the 
press from their budgets. He also wanted 
to appeal to those dealing with questions 
of finance: without good fertilisation one 
could not expect to have good crops; 
without sufficient funds the co-operative 
movement could not have a valid press.

Addressing journalists, editors and all 
who were concerned with the production 
of the co-operative press, Dr Kohler said 
that if this motion were adopted, co- 
operativc journalists would be given the 
green light. 'I'his should motivate all 
concerned to he more effective.

Mr J. IHHARI L. KHACHI, India, 
pointed out that tlie dissemination of 
knowledge and of the good work done by 
co-operatives was very important, as 
such knowledge should be shared by 
their counterparts in other parts of the 
world. It was equally desirable that co
operative press and publications should 
not only aim at the higher levels but also 
percolate down to the regional level. Co
operatives could not afford merely to sit 
in an ivory tower.

The Indian delegation believed that 
news was of such great importance that 
an international co-operative news pool 
would be of great value. When the Presi
dent of France inaugurated this 26th
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Congress the story had been ignored by 
most of the world’s press. The reason for 
this was that the monopoly press all over 
the world was not prepared to project 
news about the co-operative movement.

With co-operatives emerging as an 
economic force in the world in their own 
right, close neither to capitalism nor to 
State monopoly, it was only natural that 
there should be jealousies and acri
monious hesitation on the part of the 
world’s monopoly press.

M r Khachi appealed to Congress to 
decide on the setting uji of an inter
national news agency. It would then be 
possible to disseminate news of develop
ment and the good work done by co
operatives to other parts of the world 
through periodicals and daily news
papers.

The PRESIDENT pointed out that 
the idea of a co-operative news agency 
had been discusscd at previous Con
gresses and it was likely to feature on 
future agendas. He then moved the 
adoption of the motion.

The proposal was carried unani
mously.

RESOLUTION ON THE TASKS OF 
THE CO-OPERATIVE PRESS

I'hi- 26th CofiKrc-ss of tin- Intirn:itioii;il 
Co-operative Alliimcc;

WKLCOMKS the n-.solution of the Con
ference on Security and Co-operation lield 
in Europe with, ittter alia, the aim of facili- 
tatinj; the freer and wider dissemination of 
information of all kinds, of encouraging 
co-operation in the field of information and 
improving the working condition.s of 
journalists;

S 'J 'A l’ES that the co-operative press 
carries out its actix’ity on all levels—local,

national and international; that organs of 
the co-operntive press publish a vast range 
of information on co-opcrativc m atters and 
that there is a mutual cxchangc of co-opcra- 
tive periodicals and literature;

C O N SID ER S that the co-operative press 
cun play an important role in the develop
ment and consolidation of the international 
co-opcrativc mov'ement, in the improve
ment of ICA activity and in the promotion 
of social and economic progress;

D EEM S it neccssarx’ to make full use of the 
publications of the ICA and of the national 
co-opcrativc organisations which are mem
bers of the ICA, in order to propagate the 
aims and m ethods of the co-operative 
mox'cment, to define the place which the 
movement occupies in present-day social 
and economic life, and its role in the work 
for economic and social justice;

C O M M EN D S the constructive work of 
the ICA W orking Party on Co-operati\e 
P ress;

AI’PEA LS to the ICA member-organisa- 
tions to promote the publication of ma
terial which will ac(|iiaint co-operative 
members and the popuktions of their 
countries with the international co-opera
tive movement, and with the actiMties ol 
the International Co-optralive Alluimf.

Amendments to ICA Rules (1)

D r  A . R A U 'J 'E R , Austria, introducing  
the A m e n d m e n ts  to  R ules  s tated  that the 
Central C o m m it te e  had con sid ered  the.'^c 
clianges at length . H e  asked C'ongress to 
accept th e  a m e n d n u n t s  to  tlie R ules and 
S ta n d in g  O rders. 'I'lie object o f  the 
a m en d m en ts  w as  to  m ake the  a im s o f  the  
A lliance  q u ite  c lear  and to  p rov id e  for 
m ore rapid d ec is io n  m ak in g . T h e  
changes w-ould a l lo w  C o n g ress  to work  
m ore eff ic iently  th a n  h itherto .

The proposal w as carried unani
mously (F o r  text s e e  |>age 299).
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M otions Proposed by Member Organisations
Standards for non-food products
Proposer: Japanese Consumers’ Co
operative Union, Japan.

Ms F. TA KEI, Japan, said that she 
was a member of the Board of the 
Consumers* Co-operative Union, chair
man of the Women’s Council and also a 
member of the Union’s National Food 
Development Committee.

The motion had been designed to give 
additional weight to the Declaration of 
Consumers’ Rights adoj>ted at the 24th 
ICA Congress in Hamburg in 1969. 
Many people had pointed out the harm
ful substances contained in such things 
as detergents, drugs, shampoos, etc. and 
had shown that the environmental pollu
tion caused by them had a bad effect on 
the human body. The FAO and WHO 
had jointly set up a Food Safety Stand
ards Commission which had done 
fruitful work, such as defining safety 
standards. Hut for non-food items, such 
as those mentioned above, there were no 
internationiil safety standards. Jajiancse 
co-oj>erators were well aware of tlu- risks 
involved when such items were being 
used, and they endeavoured to persuade 
manufacturers to make goods for sale in 
co-operative shops strictly to their own 

' specifications.
Some detergents had caused eczema 

and rough skin on hands and had also 
caused pollution of underground rivers. 
Hecause of this a new “ Co-op” detergent 
for laundry and kitchen use had been 
produced, as well as a shampoo of very 
high quality.

The tests necessary to establish harm
ful matter were costly in time and money 
and they could hardly be carried out by

one co-operative movement. In order to 
protect people’s health, such tests should 
be undertaken at the international level 
or at the highest level in the respective 
countries. More information about the 
results of such tests should be exchanged.

An amendment to the motion had 
been projiosed by KK, Finland, which 
had the support of the proposers of the 
motion.

Mr F. CUSTOT, France, pointed out 
that the fact that the motion had been 
presented by the Japanese consumer co
operatives was especially valuable in 
view of the Japanese experience of en
vironmental problems. It was well 
known that the monopolistic capitalist 
industry had put enormous obstacles in 
the way of dealing with this matter, and 
had been responsible for mercury jwllu- 
tion in Minematta Bay.

There was one point which should 1h - 

stressed in this context and that was that 
all consumers should have access to all 
iiifoiniation eoiieerning not »)iil\ goods 
and serv ices, hut also what w.is hemp 
done lo ensure consuntcr jiroltetioii. I» 
many countries there was a policy of 
adniinistrati\e secrecy which prevented 
people from having access to vital 
infoimat ion w hich might be ol interest to 
them. The Alliance could iTiake a useful 
contribution tf)wards stopjiing this poli
cy of secrecy, especially by stinnilatiiigan 
exchange of information. Co-operators of 
every country should be able to acc]uire 
the means of influencing economic life 
and of participating in a democratic way 
in the decision-making process.

The proposal w as carried unani
mously.
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RESOLUTION ON STANDARDS 
FOR NON-FOOD PRODUCTS

Tlie 26th Congress of the International 
Co-operative A lliance:

RECALLS the declaration of consumer 
rights adopted at the 24th Congress of the 
ICA in 1969, in which it was declared that 
consumers have a right to :

(i) a reasonable standard of nutrition, 
clothing and housing

(ii) adequate standards of safety and a 
healthy environment free from pollu
tion

(iti) access to  urudulterated merchandise 
■t fair prices and with reasonable 
variety and choice

(iv) access to  relevant information on 
goods and services and to  education 
on consumer topics

(v) influence in economic life and demo
cratic participation in its control;

R EG RETS that more progress has not 
been made in implementing this declara
tion;
VIEW S with alarm the increasing use of 
toxic substances in non-food products such 
as detergents, drugs, shampoos, etc; the 
increasing pollution of the environment by 
the discharge of pdisonous substances all of 
which arc harmful to  m ankind;
IN SIST S  that such use should be strictly 
controlled;
C O M M EN D S the Food and Agricultural 
Organisation (KAO) and the World Health 
Organisation (W HO) which, in the field of 
food products have established a Food 

, Safety Standards Commission, in order to 
develop adequate safeguards which will 
protect consum ers;
REQ U ESTS the W orld Health Organisa
tion, International Standards Commission, 
and International Elcctrical Commission to 
set up a similar commission for non-food 
products in order to  establish uniform 
safety standards;
URGES ICA member-organisations to 
pioneer consumer safety in their own pro
duction and trade, and in collaboration 
with appropriate consum er groups, to  in 
fluence their national governments to  sup
port the introduction and strict application

of safety standards regiirding toxic sub 
stances in non-food products, and generally 
to  support measures on consumer p ro 
tection ;

R EQ U E ST S the Organisation for C o
operative Consumer Policy and member- 
organisations to pursue more vigorously 
the implementation of the IC A ’s declara
tion of consumer rights;

ASKS member-organisations to ensure 
greater exchange o f information concern
ing the results of tests in this field in co
operative laboratories.

Technical Assistance and 
Co-operative Housing
Proposer: HSB:s Riksforbund and Svcn- 
ska Riksbyggen, Sweden.

Mr A. JOHNSSON, Sweden, stated 
that the ICA Housing Committee sincc 
its inauguration had been representative 
of housing consumers and had tried to 
make the public and the various United 
Nations agencies at all levels aware of the 
deeply felt need for good housing.

Although the motion had been pro
posed by the two Sw'cdish housinp 
organisations, it had the full support of 
all the members of the Housing Com
mittee, now numbering 26 national 
movements. However, an auxiliar)' com
mittee was not entitled to present any 
motions on its own behalf.

It was deeply felt within the co
operative housing movements that high
er priority should be given to the pro
vision of housing, particularly in the 
developing countries. This process was a 
very complex one, because it dealt not 
only with housing, but also with the 
infrastructure of society as such, as had 
been manifested at the United Nation'- 
World Conference “Habitat” held m 
Vancouver, referred to earlier.

Mr W. J. CAMPBELL, ICHDA.
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informed Congress that the motion pre
sented by the national Swedish housing 
organisations, and adopted by the 
Central Committee at its meeting in 
Sofia, had been presented to the UN 
Conference on Habitat in Vancouver as 
part of the ICA statement made to that 
134-nation conference. I t  had been 
received favourably and was now in the 
machinery of the UN programme.

It was of very great importance that 
co-operators urged higher priorities for 
housing programmes within national 
organisations and also that co-operative 
housing be given a higher priority in the 
United Nations programmes. It was also 
important to note that a large number of 
co-operative housing organisations had 
formed the International Co-operative 
Housing Development Association 
(ICHDA) and that housing programmes 
were under way in a number of coun
tries. It was particularly pleasing to 
know that the Government of Finland, at 
the request of the co-opcrative housing 
organisation in Finland, had provided 
funds to send a full-time adviser on co
operative housing to be attached to the 
Kcononiic Commission for’Africa.

It was also important to note that the 
first grant from the United Nations 
Capital Development Fund had been 
used to finance a full-time adviser for a 
pilot project in Lesotho, South Africa, 
and that other programmes were moving 
forward rapidly. There was one addi
tional item which should be brought to 
tlie notice of Congress and that was that 
the Board of Directors at its recent 
meeting had decided to re-locate the 
offices of ICHDA at the ICA head
quarters in London.

The proposal was carried unani
mously.

RESOLUTION ON TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE AND CO-OPERATIVE 
HOUSING

Tlie 26th Congress o f the Intcm ational 
Co-operative Alliancc,

NO TES T H A T  a recent world housing 
survey shows that housing condition.s 
particularly in the developing countries, 
arc deterioniting alarm ingly and that 
problems of overcrowding and  intolerable 
sanitary conditions are acute and that 
related services are unsatisfactorily pro
vided, if they at all ex ist;

STA TES that the new  production of 
houses, quantitatively and  qualitatively, as 
well as modernisation o f th e  old stock of 
housing arc not given proper priority  in th f 
national economies in which the building 
industr>', being labour intensive, pla>’s u 
vital role;
W ELCOM ES the convening by the UN 
of a World Conference on H um an Settle
ments in Vancouver, Canada, and

A C C E Pl'S  the principles and rccommcn- 
dations o f the conference requeating 
governments to  give increased attention to 
the problem of H um an Settlem ents, 
particularly in the developing countries;

R EA FFIRM S that the provision of 
housing for the great m ajority of p iopli hiiN 
not l>ccn met satisfactorily;

DECLARES that co-opcrative nu'thuds 
have proved to he most l>cneficial for the 
solution of the housing problem  in thi- 
developed countries, involving the better
ment of the quality o f housing and the 
application of democracy in the p ro w io n  
of housing, and
EM PH A SISES that co-operative methods 
should be extensively applied in the houn- 
ing programmes of both developed ami 
developing countries;

ASKS governments to  make avaiUbli- 
funds for housing co-operative pro
grammes and that in bi-lateral assistance 
programmes countries w ith experience in 
co-operative housing make this available 
and devote a bigger share of their assist
ance funds for development o f co-operative 
housing;
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KliQL'KS’J'S the I 'N  to  gi\i- n liigh 
priority to the snlution of the housing 
problem throughout the world purticu- 
larly in the light o f  the recommendations 
of the confercnce on Hum an Settlem ents; 
and to that end,

F U R T H E R  R E Q U EST S the UN to set 
up a special division to  handle co-opcrativc 
housing development in its Humiin Settle
ments programme.

Co-operatives and Multinational 
Cotporations (Motion withdrawn)

M r V. MAGNANI, Italy, informed 
Congress that the representatives of the 
three Italian co-operative movements 
had discussed the proposed motion on 
Co-operatives and Multinational Cor
porations, as well as the amendments, 
with the Congress Committee.

The ICA had appreciated the spirit 
behind this proposal, becausc it was 
essential that a conference of the co
operatives within the EEC should be 
held. However, it had been decided to 
witlidraw the proposal, although the 
proposers hoped that their initiative 
would be taken up at an ojiportiine 
moment, and that the povcrninp bodies 
of the Alliance would see tliat such con
ference took place.

Tourism and the Co-operative 
M ovement
Proposers: Federation des Cooperatives 
Chrctiennes, Belgium; Federation Beige 
des Cooperatives, Belgium.

Mr A. HAUJX)'!’, Belgium, pointed 
out that it was in 1936 that European 
workers had obtained for the first time a 
week’s holiday by legislation. They had 
fought hard for this. Forty years later, in 
1976, tourism had become an integral 
part of the lives of the great masses of 
people in the industrialised countries.

'I'he week’s holiday of 1936 had now 
become a month’s holiday. Hundreds of 
millions of people, including vast num
bers of co-operators and consumers 
throughout the world, spent a tenth of 
their time travelling for pleasure. It had 
become a necessary outlet for each one of 
them.

Despite economic problems and in
flation, tourism had continued to in
crease in 1976. It had involved the sum of 
$35 billion, as millions of people had 
travelled throughout the world.

But how had this need been met? It 
had to be remembered that young people 
and senior citizens did not have much 
money at their disposal, and their needs* 
had been met first and foremost by co
operatives and trade union movements, 
together with educational organisations. 
T  oo often, however, peoplewere involved 
in a betrayal of tourism because of the 
emphasis on profit by private oj>erators. 
When badly understood and badly 
organised, tourism could destroy tlu- 
environment and basic human valued. 
Developing countries were also at risk 
They became the victims ami did tu>: 
benefit from tourism, whicli was often 
only organised for the iH iicfit of financial 
speculators.

It was well known that the co-opera
tive movement in many countries was 
deeply involved in tourism. One could 
cite Sweden, Switzerland, Belgium. 
France and the Eastern European coun
tries. But what had been achieved was- 
very little when one considered the size 
and nature of the problem as it developed 
from year to year. An attempt should be 
made to deal with this problem at the 
international co-operative level. 'I'here 
must be co-ordination and co-operatives 
must ensure that consumers were helj>ed
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in every possible way. 'J'he needs of 
consumers must be studied in the true 
spirit of international Co-operation. A 
great deal had already been done and 
was being done by the International 
Bureau of Social Tourism which Mr 
Haulot represented.

The International Federation of Popu
lar Travel Organisations was world-wide 
and had 14 years experience in the field of 
tourism, of which Belgian co-operatois 
had been able to take advantage. They 
hoped that the Alliance would become 
fully aware of the importance of tourism 
and leisure activities and become a 
dynamic force for the encouragement of 
tourism at the international level.

M r H. IDEI, Japan, said that it was 
unfortunate that in many of the ICA’s 
member countries the tourist business 
was in the hands of private enterprise 
and was run on commercial lines.

I 'he National Travel Association of 
the Japanese agricultural co-operatives 
had been established in 1%7, with the 
aim of providing tours at reasonable cost 
and raising the cultural standards of 
nienilHr farnjcis. It was obtaining 
excellent results, and attemj)ts were 
continuously being made to improve its 
services and make its work more success
ful. Further studies were required on 
how tourist organisations could be set up 
by co-operatives.

The proposal was carried unani
m ously.

RESOLUTION ON TOURISM AND 
THE CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT

'Fhc 26th Congress of the International 
C o-operativf Alliance,

.AWARE of the growing tourist needs of 
the population and concerned th a t this 
need will constantly increase during  the 
next decades;

CONClvRNICl) iil)»)u( till' rcKiilis tlmi 
could follow in certain countries if this vitiil 
sector of the economy is left to private 
capitalist tjp e  orgnnisntions;

DKLICJH TEI) that co-operative achieve
m ents in many countries confirm the 
ability of the co-operati , e movement to 
engage in such activities;
C O N V IN C ED  of the essential role that the 
co-operative movement plaj-s in taking the 
interests of the consumer into considera
tion and of the solutions it ofTers to the 
problems now facing the development of 
social tourism at the international level;
U N D E R L IN E S  the great benefits which 
could result from a closcr collaboration 
between co-opcratives in this field ;
APPEALS to all co-operative n io \enu  nts 
to contribute to  the development of 
popular tourism by working as closely as 
possible with all organisations (trade 
unions, mutual societies, etc.) wishing to 
develop a high standard oftourism  available 
to  a ll;
REC O M M EN D S that all the movements 
at present active in tourism  better co
ordinate their activities within the ICA b> 
setting up as a first stage, a working purty, 
which could study methods of collalxirn- 
tion, first intiT-fooperali\e and then with 
ihe InU rnatioiiiil Huriau of S<h i;il Toiirism 
(HI'J'S) and tlu- liitiTMiitiotial l'rdrr;ilioii 
of Popular I’nivil ( )rganisati»)ns ( I I P  TO)

Conference on European Security 
and Co-operation held in Helsinki
Profioscr: London Co-operative Society 
Limited, United Kingdom.

Mr J. LAYZFLL, United Kingdom, 
introducing the niotion said that it was 
evident that the agreements reached by 
the governments at the Conference on 
European Security and Co-operation in 
Helsinki in 1975, now known as the 
Helsinki Declaration, were brought 
about by the pressure of millions of 
ordinary people upon their governments. 

The urgent need now was for people to
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become aware of the agreements made in 
their name;;. The co-operative move
ment throughout the world had to 
accept the responsibility of making sure 
that at least the members of its own 
organisations were made aware of their 
content. Despite the pledges given in the 
Final Act—“The text of this Final Act 
will be published in each participating 
state, which will disseminate it and make 
it known as widely as possible”—many 
governments had only printed a few 
thousand copies of the Act. Others, 
particularly the governments in the 
Socialist countries, had printed millions. 
In Britain the English edition of the 
Moscow News had printed more copies 
of the Final Act than the government.

The London Co-operative Society 
had published for free distribution a 
pamphlet giving the main details of the 
agreements, and had issued posters for 
display in its shops and at members’ 
meetings drawing attention to the 
Helsinki Declaration. But this was only 
a very small contribution. Many people 
were still unaware of the main points. 
'I'hey had a right to know the pledges 
given in their name and a duty to see that 
they were carried out by their respective 
governments. The implementation of the 
declaration would open the way for re
sources to be diverted from huge arma
ments budgets to peaceful and trust- 
creating forms of international Co
operation.

Even today there were people who had 
committed their interests and political 
careers to keeping alive the Cold War, 
who demanded bigger arms budgets, 
sought to stir up mistrust and disagree
ment instead of seekmg agreement and 
promoting trade to the mutual benefit of 
all. For the sake of the children of all

countries, whatever their creed or 
colour, the Cold War warriors must be 
defeated.

The words of friendship contained in 
the historic Helsinki Declaration must be 
made to ring out all over the world. Only 
when the ordinary people of all countries 
understood the Helsinki agreements 
could one be sure that steps would be 
taken by governments to implement 
them, so that at long last the resources of 
the world might be used for construction 
instead of destruction.

The proposal was carried unani
mously.

RESOLUTION ON THE 
CONFERENCE ON EUROPEAN 
SECURITY AND CO-OPERATION 
HELD IN HELSINKI

T he 26th Congress of the Interniitional 
Co-operative Alliance,

W ELCOM ES the agreements reached by 
governments at the Conference on Euro
pean Securitj’ and Co-operation held in 
Helsinki in IVT.S;

C A LLS on memher-organisations of tlu- 
International Co-operative Alliann- and 
all interested public bodies to  take all 8tt p!< 
to publicise these im portant agreements 
and to  work for their implementation.

Women and the Co-operative 
M ovement
Proposers: Union Centrule des CoopC-ratiscs, 
Bulgaria; Ustredni Rada Druzstev, Czecho
slovakia; V’erband deutscher Konsum geno.i-- 
senschaften, German Democratic Republic; 
National Council of Consum ers’ Co-opera
tive Societies, Hungary; National Council of 
Industrial Co-operatives, H ungary; National 
Co-operative Council, H ungary; National 
Council of Agricultural Co-operatives, H u n 
gary; Central Agricultural Union of "Peasant 
Self-A id” Co-operatives, Poland; Central 
U nion of Building and Housing C o-opera
tives, Poland; “ Spolem” Union of Consumer
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Work Co-opcrativcs, Poland; Suprcnn- Co- em an c ip a tio n  of
openitive Council, Poland; Uniunea Centrals _________ ,. . . ^  ^ women and (ncir integration as equal
a Cooperativelor de Consum , Romania; . .. . i • ■
Uniune. Centrala •  Cooperativelor Me«te- partners in the political, economic and 
•ugaresti, R om ania; U niunea Nationale a social life of their countries, they had 
Cooperativelor Agricole de Productie, still not penetrated in any significant way 
Rom ania; Centrosoym , U SSR. j^to the real power bases of business, of

Ms H. LEMBKE, German Demo- the civil service, of government, or even 
cratic Republic, pointed out that the of co-operatives? This was true of every 
motion dealt with the problems con- country in the world, including those 
fronting women in the modern world and who claimed to have achieved complete 
outlined the contribution the Alliance equality of sexes, 
could make in this respect. If one considered the reason for this

During International Women’s Year situation, it was easy to see that if there 
a World Congress had been held in were 50 per cent representation by 
Berlin. In order to support the work of women, half the gentlemen would not be 
the Women’s Auxiliary Committee of here! This was the crux of the problem, 
the ICA the consumer co-operators of Neither men nor women liked to step 
the GDR wished to present two films, aside to give others the opportunity to 
one in English and the other in French, share power and responsibility. Those 
depicting the activities of women who were on the wrong side of 50 were 
throughout the world. not anxious to step aside to give youth a

Ms P. PROWSE, Canada, referred to chance to participate in executive posi- 
a story which had been told to her by one tions. The people of the developed 
of the Swedish co-operators. His mother, nations, particularly in North Ameiica, 
one of the prime movers in the establish- did not willingly take less in order to 
ment of the first co-operative in her share power and resources with the 
community over half a century ago, had developing nations,
been visited by some of the local men It was easy to pay lip-servicc to
who wanted to recognise her services by sharing and to pass resolutions, but even
trying to get her husband elected to the co-operators were not always ready to 
board of directors. face the fact that a greatei degree of

Looking around this assembly one sharing inevitably entailed a giving up on 
would be tempted to think that things someone’s part, a stepping aside to
had not changed in the past half century, achieve the goal of an equitable sharing
Women co-operators had paid their own of power and resources, 
way in order to come to Paris to attend Ms Prowse said that she supported the
the Women’s Conference and sit in the motion with some reservations, because
visitors’ gallery during Congress. These there was a danger that women might be 
were dedicated co-operators—women building for themselves a parallel organi- 
who were making a fine contribution to sation to the Alliance. Some men might 
the co-operative movement. Why were be content with this development, be- 
they not sitting in the body of this hall cause it would give them a chance to 
among the delegates? Why was it that, remain entrenched in their policy-
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making and handling of the basic im
portant decisions of the Alliance and its 
member organisations, without reference 
to the aspirations of women. That would 
be a great tragedy. If we were to mobilise 
the energies of the people for the 
development of joint co-operative action 
for the benefit of the community in all the 
countries cf the world, men and women 
together must build up the co-operative 
movement in a spirit of harmony and 
sharing.

Ms C. RYFFEL, Switzerland, said 
that as a member of the Women’s 
Committee she was particularly inter
ested in this problem, which was still a 
very obvious one, based on historical 
development and on the development of 
society throughout the world. Women 
were being discriminated against every
where. They did not get the same wage 
for the same work. Tlicre were obvious 
differences between men and women and 
their capacity for work, hut these were 
determined by society. It was difficult to 
bring about change. Therefore a new 
awareness had to be promoted, because a 
struggle for the recognition of new values 
and for a more equal society was going 
on, A more co-operative society had to 
base itself on a new reality, which would 
mean a complete transformation of the 
sense of values.

'I’he time was now ripe for such trans
formation, because the historical de
velopment had reached a point where 
people had control over their environ
ment. The old methods of repression 
had become obsolete and were no longer 
required in order to maintain society.

Women must participate in this new 
reality. Therefore she welcomed the 
motion, because co-operatives had a 
great task facing them, and a great many

discussions would have to take place. It 
was valuable that the Alliance should 
make a contribution towards gaining 
equality for w'omen and the full integra
tion of women in the decision-making 
policy of the ICA. Women should com
mit themselves to these new realities and 
prepare the road for their sisters. 
Everything women co-operators do 
must be seen as something of great value 
in the interests of women. All of us 
wanted to see women becoming equal in 
all countries and, in particular, in all 
decision-making bodies of the ICA. The 
task of the Women’s Committee was to 
achieve these aims.

Mr N. M IH A  /, Romania, did nut speak
io the motion due to shortage o f time, but 
requested that his comments he inchided in 
the Report.

T he great succcss achicvi d during the 32 
yciirs sincc the liberation of Romanin is the 
ri-sult of the self-siicrifu'inj’ cHorts of the 
Komaniun people, ainonj; which millions of 
women in the- country iin- making an 
im portant contribution.

It must he borne in mitui llial more than 
80 per cent of the iemali populatii)i\ 
represent an acli\e  work forte. Amonjr-t 
those who have completed iniddle-j;rade 
studies half are women, and tlie>’ form one 
th ird  of the people wh<i have lom pleted 
higher education.

In the three co-operative or^'.inisations. 
women make an important cf)ntribii?i<in 
towards the consolidation o) co-operatives 
and towards increasiriK their revenue. It is 
for this reason that more and nio're women 
are elected to  mana^iiiK bodies and other 
responsible oflices. Within a(.>rieultural 
production co-opiTatives, 28 per cent of the 
memlK.TS of boards of management are 
women and in 98 per cent of a(;riculturiil 
co-opcratives the post of \ ice-presidcnt is 
occupicd by a woman ; in 199 co-operati\ es 
a woman has been elected President.

Various problems concerning the work 
and life of women in Homatiia hav e been
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KoJvcd satisfactorily, for cxiiinpk-: salaries 
arc the sumc as for m en, there is paid 
m ntcrnity leave, paid leave for tem porarj' 
incapacity to work, child allowances and 
free medical and hospital care.

These arc some of the concerns o f the 
Romanian co-operiitives w ith  regard to  the 
Resolution under discussion. \Vc shall do 
all in our power to  make wom en aware that 
they  can and should participate in the 
management of co-operatives, In more 
intense activity in the economic and social 
fields.

In  future the three co-operative organi
sations in Romania will increase their 
activities for the education o f women co- 
operators in the spirit of internationalism , 
in the spirit of the principles of equal rights, 
to teach them respect for independence and 
national sovereignty and to  renounce the 
use of force and the threat of force, the 
principles which form the basis o f party  
policy and of the Romanian C»overnment.

The proposal was carried unani
mously. 

RESOLUTION ON WOMEN AND  
THE CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT

'i’he 26th C«>ngrcss of ilie lincrnatioiial 
Co-operative Alliame,

.NO'l'M.S th a t  till- I i i t e rn a t io i i i i l  W o m e n ’s 
^’e a r  p ro f la in u - d  l i y t h e  l 'n i t» -d  .N a tion s  (o r  
1975  h a s  c r e a t e d  a g r o w i n g  a w a r e n e s s  all 
o v e r  t h e  w o r ld  o f  th e  fac t t h a t  t h e  d iH ieu l -  
t i e s  f a c in g  m a n k i n d - - h u n g e r ,  in ju s t i c e s ,  
t h r e a t s  to  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  p e a c e — c a n n o t  
he  o v e rc o n je  w i th o u t  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a tu l 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  b y  w o m e n ;

JvMl’HASISlCS that tn a num ber of 
countries, discrim ination against women 
still remains oiu- of tlie most acute p ro b 
lems, preventing women's active participa
tion in all spheres of life in society, and in 
the co-operative m ovem ent;

ST R E SSE S the im portance of fact-finding 
research into the situation of women as 
basis for ac tion ;

E M PH A SISE S the need for co-operative 
organisations to  participate in the struggle

for full e<|iialil>’ tor \\<iini-n in th i’ politu.ii, 
economic and social life of all countries;

URGES co-operative m ovem ents to in
crease activities aimed at attracting  women 
into both the economic and social activities 
of the co-operative m ovem ent, including 
the development of co-operative education, 
family planning, cultural actixities, etc.;

DRAWS A I 'i 'E N T IO N  to the necessity 
of revising legislation and hye-laws in 
countries where these ham per women from 
full menibership and participation in the 
management of societies;

CON SIDERS it necessary for national co
operative movements to  expand their 
activities by the exchange of delegations of 
women co-operators, and by holding 
national, regional and international semi
nars, conferences and sym posia;

REC()C;.\1SES the im portant role of the 
ICA’s Women's Com mittee in promoting 
actions of women and for women, including 
working relations with o ther ICA bodies 
and international organisationx; and there
fore,

RECOM.MENDS strengthened supi>ort 
for the committee in its work for equality, 
develoiiment and peace.

Amendment to Rules (2)
Prof>t)sct: Orgaiii/atioii of ( ' o o j H T . i t i v cs 
of Atncrica.

'i'hc I’KKSIDHNT introiiiitcd the 
aiiicncimcnt conccrning the use of 
Spanisii as an official languaji'c of the 
ICA.

Dr .M. H. DOIMPKR, OCA, wished to 
emjihasisc the important contribution to 
tlie world-wide co-opcrative n i o \ e n K n t  

that could he made by the eo-operatives 
of Latin Anierica where Spanish was the 
language of the people. 'I'here were 
millions of co-operators in organisations 
in Latin America, of whicli more than 20 
were members of the Alliance. By making 
Spanish one of the official languages of
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the ICA the importance of this contribu- the ICA. If the motion was adopted it 
tion would be recognised, and the ICA would help to put more life into the 
would have a more universal character as I'CA’s long-term programme of work 
the voice of the world-wide co-operative which had already been adopted here, 
movement. It would be unfortunate if the Many of the Spanish-speaking people 
millions of Spanish speaking co-opera- were at present going through very diffi- 
tors were to continue to be limited in cult times, with obstacles in their way, as 
their opportunity to participate in the they tried to obtain economic develop- 
work of the ICA. It was clearly time to ment within the framework of inde- 
establish the increased integration of pendence and social justice. There was 
Latin American co-operators with the general concern about human rights. In 
ICA. This would, of course, mean places such as Peru and Panama, new 
additional cost to the ICA in the pro- forms of co-operatives and social owner- 
vision of translation and interpretation, ship were being tried. The Spanish- 
but this additional cost should be more speaking people needed to be able to 
than covered by the additional revenues express themselves within the world co- 
which would accrue to the ICA from an operative family and to create conditions 
increased membership. for economic progress, solidarity and

Mr A. VAINSTOK, Argentina, ex- collaboration between co-operatives. If
plained that his delegation was sup- the motion was adopted it would be a real
porting the motion because they had contribution towards peace and human
very rarely come across a motion which understanding.
had more impact than the one under dis- Mr R. MORROW, United States,
cussion. Spanish was spoken by a vast who was working in Latin America,
number of people in the world—some pointed out that there were more than 50
4,000 million. The Review oj Inter- million co-operators m I^atin .\meric;i
national Co-operation was already being who wanted to be in a position to share in
produced in Spanish and .was being the experiences of their fellow co
distributed from Buenos Aires to all operators. There was a very lively co-
Spanish-speaking countries. For more operative movement in I^atin .America,
than 20 years co-operators in Latin He strongly supported the use of

‘America and other Spanish speaking Spanish as an official language of the
countries had asked that Spanish be ICA, but tealiscd the budgetary- conse-
adopted as an official language of the quences. It was, however, essential for
ICA. the ICA and for the future of the co-

This 26th Congress in Paris had the operative movement that Spanish bi-
historic opportunity of adopting this named as one of the official languages.
Resolution. It would be a great step From a business point of view, it would
forward for the ICA. It would ensure be like a sales promotion, because
greaterjustice and a greater membership over a period of years the additional
for the ICA in a large part of the world. membership which would be brought in-

Dr L. SCHUJMAN, Argentina, ex- to the ICA would much more than meet
pressed the hope that Congress would the extra cost.
agree to give Spanish official status in Mr G. R. GAY, United Kingdom,
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said that it seemed to him, without being in this matter as they should be. In view
completely against the proposition, that of the present financial position, this mat-
the Central Committee and this Con- ter should have been thoroughly rr-
gresa were entitled to a more detailed searched and an authoritative statement
examination by the Executive Commit- issued from the Executive Committee 
tee of the implications, particularly the explaining exactly w^hat all this implied, 
financial ones, before perhaps too light- M r Seiland had pointed out how ven- 
heartedly accepting this motion. D r limited were the ICA resources in 
Saxena, at the meeting of the Central comparison with what needed to be 
Committee, had given the impression done. D r Saxena when summing up at 
that, even if the motion was carried, the end of the discussion had said that 
there were practical difficulties of one unless the financial basis was put right, 
kind or another which might put back what had been said there the previous 
the implementation of the motion for morning could turn out to be so much hot 
some considerable time. air.

In view of the motion already adopted The accounts made clear that, if it 
by Congress concerning the long-term were not for the magnificent special 
programme and its financial implica- financial contribution of the Swedish co
ttons, it would have made more sense to operative movement, the Alliance would 
ask the Executive Committee to look at be in very serious financial trouble, 
this matter after the ad hoc committee on If  the motion was acccpted, those who
ICA finances had reported at the next supported it should do so with their eyes
meeting of the Central Committee. open and be prepared to meet this

Drawing attention, to the paragraph additional commitment. But it might bc 
dealing with the Revietc o f International moi c sensible if the motion were renjittcd 
Co-operation, Mr Gay pointed out that in to the Executive for a full report,
the interests of economy, the publication M r S. DREVER, USA, presenting the
of the Review in German had now point of view of the Executive Commit-
ceased. The Review was being pub- tee, said that the Committee had recom-
lished in English, French and Spanish, mended this aimendment. While it W’as
The Spanish edition was now in its ninth for Congress delegates to decide whether
year. I t  was rather peculiar to argue, on Spanish should he an official language of
the one hand, that the demands of the ICA, Article 5 of the Rules stated
economy forced the ICA to drop one that “ it shall be for the Central Com-
language, and on the other to undertake mittee or the Executive Committee to
additional commitments language-wise.* decide to what extent each language shall

He regretted to say that the Executive be used”.
Committee and periiaps the Central The Executive Committee did not
Committee were not betngat responsible intend to spend resources unless it
'The Sp.ni.h edition of the h.. <*cured them. The cost factors involvni

been produced by INTERCOOP in all the ICA’s programme had to reflea
Editora Cooperative (Buenos Aires) without a cost benefit analysis. The Executive

Committee felt that the potentials in 
A ustrian Co-openitive M ovement. —  Edit, adopting Spanish as an official language
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of the ICA might advancc the purpose thcr require Spanish-speaking friends to 
and causeoftheICA in the Latin Ameri- have patience in limiting their requests
can and Spanish-speaking countries to a for the use of Spanish until such time
greater extent than any costs which as the cost benefit was significant in
might be incurred. The Executive Com- regard to the ICA’s goals,
mittee had made its recommendation A number of people here did not speak
after sober reflection on the con- any of the official languages of the ICA
sequences of the overall long-tej-m pro- but through their own efforts made it
gramme. possible to report to Congress on their

Through the contribution of the activities. Those who spoke Spanish
Spanish-speaking movements them- should on most occasions bear this same
selves, the proceedings of this Congress responsibility.
were being interpreted in Spanish—at M r Dreyer expressed the hope that
no cost to the ICA. This was a major Spanish-speaking friends would apprc-
factor in the record attendance at ciate the interest and support expressed
Congress from Spanish-speaking coun- by the Executive Committee in urging
tries, and it was a very good example of support for the amendment. The IC.\
how the financial problems might be was extending the hand of Co-operation
overcome in regard to this amendment. in this gesture in a sincere desire for

A great deal had been done to date by improved communication and associa-
the ICA and its affiliated members to tion with o v e r  50 million Spanish-speak-
improve communications. The Austrian ing co-opcrators. How much it would be
co-operative movement had inaugurated possible to do would depend on the
the translatioiA of the ICA Review into finances of the ICA and on what
Spanish. Other movements might be additional resources might become avail-
willing to add to this possibility. But the able, but the Spanish-speaking co-
passage of the amendment would place operators must meet the challenge to
responsibilities on the Spanish-speaking work effectively with and within the
co-operators as well, inchidiilg vigorous ICA, to become vigorous panners lor
financial support of the ICA which progress in the Alliance through their
would hopefully more than cover the participation in the Auxiliary Commit-
cost of any language efforts. There was tet*s and through their own financial
also the responsibility of promoting support.'
support for the ICA throughout the The proposal was carried. (For
Spanish-speaking world. It would fur- text .sec page 299).

VOTE OF THANKS everything that had been said could be
M r P. S01LAND, Norway, said that agreed by evcrv'body. Nevertheless he

this was not the time to evaluate the had the strong feeling that the 26th
Congress and its work. Very many Congress of the ICA had been an
difficult issues had been dealt with. Very inspiring event and a positive one.
many good speeches had been heard and During the Congress it had been 
there had been some long debates. Not demonstrated that there was a growing
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inlfrc.st ill colhiboraliiig ill tiu'promotion for tlic liiturv of niankiiul to rniunibcr 
of Co-opcralion all over the world. that co-opcrators had to continue to

Thanks were due to the French co- collaborate. This Congress had shown 
operative movement for ail it had done, the importance of collaboration over and 
It was well known what a burden it was over again. There was need to collaborate 
for any movement to take upon itself an in a practical w'ay. 
arrangement such as this. It was not only The Congress had been a useful one
a considerable financial burden, but also for the co-operative movement as a 
a great deal of practical work had to be whole. Consideration had been given as 
carried out. Thanks were also due to the to how the co-operative movement could 
French \Velcome Committee under the become a more useful instrument in 
chairmanship of Mr Antoni and to all present-day society and more effective in 
their French colleagues who had contri- a complicated world. It had to be 
buted in  making the previous evening realised that there were some deep 
such a magnificent success. economic, political, national and inter-

Then theie W’as one special person national conflicts to solve, 
whom all W'ished to thank—the Presi- The ICA had been able to perform a
dent. He had been sitting on the platform noble role as an international organisa- 
from the beginning of the proceedings in tion throughout the world. Co-0 |>erators 
the morning until the very end in the had met here in order to promote actively 
evening. All assembled here W'ould agree the aims of Co-operation. They w'ould 
that he had conducted the Congress in an continue to work together shoulder to 
excellent way. shoulder against the threats which

menaced mankind today. This was the 
DATE AND PLACE OF THE 27TH spirit which had emanated from this
CONGRESS Congress. Delegates must have the

The PRKSIDKN'r announced that detcniiination to match their words with 
Mr Klimov had extended an invitation to actions, so that the cause of tin- H'A
hold tiu- next Congress in Moscow in could be heljtetl. In a spirit of iinifx and

collaboration co-operators must deknd 
The inv ita tion  w as accepted w ith the economic and .social rights of the

acc lam atio n . common people. 'I'his was siirelv their
Mr A. P. KLIMOV, USSR, ex- aim. I'hey could so easily We exploited by

pressed his thanks to the Director of the monojwly capital. It had been evident in
Alliance, the Pre.sident of the Alliance, to this Congress that “ united we stand,
all members of the Secretariat and ail divided we fall.” Co-operators must
others who had helped to make this work together to further the aims of
Congress a success. democracy and to make a better future

When one evaluated what had been for mankind,
said in these past days, it seemed that the The Congre.ss had stressed the inijxm-
deep conviction could be shared by all anceofthesocialprogrcssofniankind.lt
that some very useful work had been must be our aim to try to improve the lot
done at this Congress. It was most of all the working people in the world,
important for all those who w-ere working and to this everyone would make his own
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particular contribution. Co-opcrators 
were prepared to defend their interests 
and the Congress had shown this.

Co-operators had also in an inspiring 
way made their contribution towards the 
struggle of all people for peace in the 
world. This struggle must be continued. 
A great deal of work had been dope, but 
much remained to be done. The co- 
operator’s burden was never a light one. 
He had to overcome many obstacles. It 
w'as a great task in which they must work 
together. He expressed the hope that the 
ICA would not waste its energy but 
would instead unite its forces so that it 
might prove equal to its great task.

The success of the Congress had been. 
of great help to the national organisa
tions represented here and to delegates. 
He once again paid tribute to all those 
who had helped to make this Congress a 
success, in particulai to the President, 
Mr Roger Kerinec.

Co-operators might have their differ
ences, but in genenii tliey represented 'a 
great united force in the world working 
for democratic principles. 'I'hc Soviet co- 
opcrators would continue to make their

contribution. At times it was difficult to 
reconcile different views, but resolutions 
had been adopted even unanimously. 
They had been good resolutions and now 
it remained for all to put them into 
action.

Mr Klimov called on delegates to play 
their particular part in implementing the 
activities of the ICA as set out in the 
Programme of Work and he expressed 
the hope that by the time Congress was 
held in Moscow they would all have 
})layed their full part in realising these 
aims.

The PRESIDENT paid tribute to the 
members of the Executive Com m itttt 
who were leaving, Mr W. B. Melvin, 
Mr M. Marik and Prof. P. Lan^bert. He 
thanked the official interpreters and the 
verbatim reporters for their efficient 
services throughout Congress. He 
further expressed his thanks to the 
Director and General Secretary of the 
ICA for their collaboration and all the 
delegates for having facilitated his task 
as President of this Congress.

The President then declared the 
Congress closed.

m





AMENDMENTS TO THE ICA RULES 

Article 1. N am e
Delete second paragraph, parts of which are incorporated in amendment to Article 3 
below.

Article 3. Objects
Insert new first paragraph, being the former second paragraph of Article 1, with 
additions, as follows (new text in italic):

The International Co-operative Alliance, uniting co-operative organisations of 
various social and political orientation and of differing socio-economic systems, in 
continuation of the work of the Rochdale Pioneers, and in accordance with Co
operative Principles, seeks, in complete independence and by its own methods, 
and in collaboration with organisations which pursue aims of importance to co
operation, to substitute for the profit-making regime a co-opcrative system or
ganised in the interest of the whole community and based upon mutual self-help.

Existing text of Article 3 to become new second paragraph.

Article 5. Official Languages
After the word “Russian” in line 1, insert “and Spanish".
New text to read:

English, French, German, Russian and Spanish shall be the official languages of the 
ICA. It shall be for . . .

Article 9. Applications for Membership
Second paragraph to read (new text in italic):

Organisations of the types mentioned in sub-sections (c]f, (<J), (<.), (f), (g), (h), (i). 
and (j) of Article 8 shall apply through their appropriate national union or federation 
of their respective'country, if such union or federation is already in membership 
with the ICA.

Article 24. Motions
In paragraph (a) delete the word “six” and substitute “seven” .
Paragraph (a) to read (change in italic):

All motions and resolutions of affiliated organisations to be included in the Pro
visional Agenda issued under Article 19 shall be sent in writing to the Executive at 
least seven months before the date of the Congress.

Article 27. Central Committee
Delete last paragraph and substitute:

The Women’s Auxiliary Committee, having superseded the Women Co-operators’ 
Advisory Council, shall be entitled to one representative and one vote.
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Articic 28. Duties of the Central Committee
After sub-paragraph (f) insert new paragrapli (g) as follows:

g. To discuss report? and problems of interest to the international co-operative 
movement, and to adopt resolutions, declarations and appeals on them. 

Re-number existing sub-paragraphs:

(g). (h), (i). (j). i^) as {/'). (0. 0). (^). (0 respectively.

Article 31. Executive
At the end of the first paragraph, add “ by secret ballot” .
First paragraph to read (new text in italic):

The Executive shall consist of the President, two Vice-Presidents, and thirteen 
other members elected by the Central Committee from amongst its meml>ers 
during or immediately after each Congress by secret ballot.
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Olntuary

LORD RUSHOLME

The “grand old man” of tlic Co-operative Movement of tlie United 
Kingdom, Robert Alexander Palmer (Lord Rusholmc) died on Thursdav, 
18th August 1977, aged 86.

Lord Rusholme served the International ( ’o-operative Movement at 
a most critical time in its history, carrying the burden of K ’A I’residency; 
when communications between the then I’resident M r 'I'anner of I'inland 
and the ICA membership were cut during the war, I>ord Rusholme, as \'ice- 
I’resident, was elected Acting-l’resident during the dark years of World 
War II. At the ICA C'ongress in Zurich in 1946, Lord Rusholme was elected 
ICA President, but in consequence of his appointment to the British 'I'rans- 
port Commission, he was not available for re-election after the ICA Prague 
C'ongress in 1948. From 1930 to 1948 he was a member of the ICA Executive 
and Central Committee. A life-long co-operator, a General Secretary of the 
Jiritish Co-operative Union, he served his country and his country’s co
operative movement with distinction. Also, as a publicist for world co-opera
tion his pamphlet of that title in 1937 helped greatly to make the ICA’s 
Work and Objects known.

He chose as his motto, on entering the Hritish House of Lords (as 
one of the first Co-operative Peers) " 'I’he World is my Province”, and the 
co-operative world has always been that for him, and it is with profound 
thanks for his life that we at the ICA pay our great respect with affection 
and mourn his passing.

J.H.O.
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Affiliated Organisations

A R G E N T IN A
F e d e r a c i6n  A rg e n t in a  d e  C o o p e ra tiv a s  
d e  C o n s u m e , Avda. Sudrez 2034, Buenos 
Aire*. T el. 28-5381/3.
I n te r c o o p  E d ito ra  C o o p e ra tiv a  L im i ta d a ,  
A lberti 191, B uenos A ires. T e l. 47 21 49.
A s o c ia c i6n  A rg e n t in a  d e  C o o p e ra tiv a s  y 
M u tu a l id a d e s  d e  S e g u ro s , Avenida de 
Mayo 1370, Piso 1®, Buenos Aires. Tel.
33-0222/7138.
F e d e r a c i 6n  A rg e n t in a  d e  C o o p e ra tiv a s  
d e  C r^ d ito  L td a ., Pueyrredon 468, 2“ Piso, 
Buenos Aires (RC 24). T el. 86-6283.
A s o c ia c i6n  d e  C o o p e ra tiv a s  A rg e n tin a s ,
25 dc M ayo 35. Buenos Aires. 'I'el. 30-8741. 
Telex BA 012-1876.

C o n f e d e r a c i6n  C o o p e ra tiv a  d e  la  
R e p u b l ic a  A rg e n t in a  L td a . (COOPERA), 
M oreno 1729, Buenos Aires.

I n s t i tu te  M e v i l iz a d o r  d e  F o n d o s  C o
o p e r a t iv e s ,  Urquiza 1394, Rosario. Tcl. 
44223.

A U ST R A L IA
C o -o p e ra tiv e  F e d e r a t io n  o f  A u s tra l ia ,
P.O. Box 347 Canberra City A .C .T . 2601 
T cl. 062-48 7816.

A U ST R IA
Z e n t r a lk e n s u m  O s te r r e ic h  G m b H  
Theobaldgasse 19, A-1061 Vienna V I. T el. 
57-75-38.
O s te r r e ic h i s c h e r  V e rb a n d  g e m e in -  
n i i t z ig e r  B a u -W o h n u n g s-  u n d  S ie d lu n g s -  
v e r e in ig u n g e n ,  B osendorferstrasse 7/11, 
1010 Vienna. Tel. 65-71-63; 65-13-25.
O s te r r e ic h is c h e n  R a if fe is e n v e rb a n d ,
Hollandntrasse 2, 1020 Vienna. Tel. 26 360.

B A N G LA D ESH
B a n g la d e s h  J a t iy a  S a m a b a y a  U n io n ,
“ Samabaya Sadan” (1st floor) 9/D - Motijheel 
Commercial Area, Dacca 2. Tcl. 255846.

B E L G IU M
F 6d £ r a t io n  b e ig e  d e s  C o o p ^ ra u v e s  
(FEBECOOP), 26-28 rve Hautv, 1000 
Brussels. T cl. 13-28-60; 11-83-50.

S o c i6 t6 C o o p e ra tiv e  d ’A s s u ra n c e s  " L a  
P r^ v o y a n c e  S o c ia le ” , P.S.< Building;, 151 
rue Royale, 1030 Brussels. 'J'el. 18-80-80.

F e d e r a t io n  N a tio n a le  d e s  C o o p e ra tiv e s  
C h re t ie n n e s ,  135 rue dc la Loi, 1040 
Urussi ls. 'i 'c l. 02735-60-90.

L ’E c o n o m ie  P o p u la ire , 30 rue des Champs, 
5300 Cincy (Namur). Tcl. 228-01.

O P H A C O  (O ffice  d e s  P h a r m a c ie s  Co
o p e r a t iv e s  d e  B e lg iq u e ), 602 Chauss^e de 
M ons, Anderlecht-Brussels 7. Tel. 22-56-90.

B U LG A R IA
C e n tr a l  C o -o p e ra tiv e  U n io n , R u e  R a k o v sk i  
99, Sofia .  T e l .  88-03-11.

CA N A D A
C o -o p e ra tiv e  U n io n  o f  C a n a d a , 111 Sparks 
Street, Ottawa K IP  5B5, O nt. Tel. 232-9657.

C o n s e ii  C a n a d ie n  d e  la  C o o p e ra tio n ,
2030 boul. P^re Leli^vre, Quebec.

C H IL E
C o o p e ra tiv a  d e  E m p le a d o s  P a r t ic u la r e s  
L td a .,  Teatinos 601, Casilla 424, Santiago. 
Tel. 82935.
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I n s t l tu to  d e  F in a n c ia m ie n to C o o p e ra t iv o , 
(IF IC O O P) L td o ., S an  A n ton io  220—2“ pi»o 
C au lla  1118, S antiago. T e l. 398253.

U n i6n  C o o p e ra tiv a  d c  S e g u ro s  (U co seg ) 
L td a .,  M oneda 1040, of. 704-705, Santiago. 
T e l. 81295; 65100.

U n id n  d e  C o o p e ra t iv a s  d e  C onB um o y 
S e rv ic io s  d e  C h ile  L td a .  ( “ U -Coop” ), 
A gustinas 1141, 7° P iso, Caailla 14439, 
Santiago. T el. 715256.

CO LO M B IA
C o o p e ra tiv a  F a m i l i a r  d e  M e d e l l in  L td a .,
C alle49, N o. 52-49, M edellin . T e l. 45-00-55; 
41-71-13; 41-53-78.

In s t i tu to  N a c io n a l  d e  F in a n c ia m e n to  y  
D e s a r ro llo  C o o p e ra t iv o  (F in a n c ia c o o p ) ,
C arrera 13, N o. 27-00, E dif. fiochica, piso 
2°, In t. 9, A p tdo  A ereo 12242, Bogotd. T el. 
81-06-00.

CYPRUS
C o -o p e ra tiv e  C e n tr a l  B a n k  L td ., P.O. Box 
4537, Nicosia. T e l. 62921; 62677; 63311.

C y p ru s  T u rk is h  C o -o p e ra tiv e  C e n tra l  
B an k  L td ., P .O . B ox 1861, Nicosia. T el. 
4257.

V ine  P ro d u c ts  C o -o p e ra t iv e  M a rk e tin g  
U n io n  L td ., P .O . Box 314, Lima.ssol. 'IVI. 
2331; 2872; 4582.

C Z E C H (^L O V A K IA
U s tre d n i R a d a  D r u z s te v ,  'I'csnov
11006 Prague 1. T d .  621-.S4; 647-51.

D E N M A R K
D e s a m v ir k e n d e  d a n s k e  A n d e ls s e J s k a b e r  
(A n d e ls u d v a lg e t)  (T h e  C e n tra l  Co
o p e ra t iv e  C o m m it te e  o f  D e n m a rk ) ,
V estcr Farim agsgadc 3, D K -1606  C oprn- 
hagen V. T d .  12-14-19.

D e t K o o p e ra tiv e  F a e l le s fo rb u n d  i
D a n m a rk , R cventlow sgadc 14, 2-1651
C openhagen V. T e l. 12-22-62.

F a e l le s fo re n in g e n  f o r  D a n m a rk s  
B ru g s fo re n in g e r  (FD B ), Roskilckvtj 65, 
2620 A lbertslund . T e l. 64-88-11.

EGYPT
C e n tra l  A g r ic u l tu r a l  C o -o p e ra tiv e  U n io n , 
35 Elsadd Alali S tree t, D okky, C airo.

FIJI
F iji C o -o p e ra tiv e  U n io n , Registry- o f C o 
operative Societies, C o-operative D ep art
m ent, Suva, F iji.

F IN L A N D
S u o m e n  O s u u s k a u p p o je n  K e s k u s k u n ta  
(S .O .K .), (F in n is h  C o -o p e ra tiv e  W h o le 
s a le  S o c ie ty ) , V ilhonkatu  7, 00101 H elsinki 
10.

Y le in e n  O s u u s k a u p p o je n  L ii t to  r .y . 
(Y .O .L.) ( G e n e r a l  C o -o p e ra t iv e  U n io n ) ,
V ilhonkatu 7, 00101 H elsinki 10.

K u lu tu s o s u u s k u n t ie n  K e s k u s lh to  (K .K .), 
r .y ., P .O . Box 740, 00101 H elsinki 10. T e l. 
170491.

K e s k u s o s u u s liik e  O .T .K . (C e n tra l  Co
o p e ra t iv e  S o c ie ty )  O .T .K ., P .O . Box 120. 
00101 H elsinki 10. T e l. 750731.

P e l le rv o  S e u ra ,  C e n t r a l  O r g a n is a t io n  o f  
F a r m e r s ’ C o -o p e ra tiv e s , S im onkatu  6, 
P.O . Box 77,00101 H elsinki 10. T e l. 602066.

P o h ja  Y h ty m fi, R u ncbcrg inka tu  5, 00101 
H elsinki 10.

FR A N C E
F 6d 6r a t io n  N a t io n a le  d e s  C o o p e ra tiv e s  
d e  C o n s o m m a te u r s ,  F .N .C .C ., 1^  M aison 
dc la C ooperation , 27-33 ( ju a i Ic (ja llo , 
92100 Boulognt- H illancourt. T e l. 604.91.78.

S p c id tc  G ^ n ^ r a le  d e s  C o o p e ra tiv e s  d e  
C o n s o m m a tio n , l.«  M aison dc la Coop<‘r- 
ation, 27-3.1 Q uai It- (ia llo , 92KK) Houln^'ni 
Hillancourt. 'IVl. 604.91.78.

C o n fe d e ra t io n  G e n e r a te s  d e s  S o c ie te s  
C o o p e ra tiv e s  O u v r ie r e s  d e  P ro d u c t io n ,
37 R uf J fan -L fc liiirc , 75017 Paris. T d .  
627.89.58.

B a n q u e  F r a n ^ a is e  d e  C re d i t  C o o p e ra tif ,
88 rui- d f  C 'ourci'lii's, 75(K)S Pans. T t l .  
227-48-03.

C o n fe d e ra t io n  N a t io n a le  d e  la  C o o p e r
a tio n , d e  la  M u tu a l i te  e t  d u  C re d it  
A g r ic o le s , 129 Bd. St. (K-rm am . 7500f> 
Paris. 'I 'd .  033-93-31.

C o n fe d e ra t io n  N a t io n a le  d e  C re d it  
M u tu e l ,  29 avenue M acM ahon , 75001 Paris.

C a isse  N a t io n a le  de Credit A g ric o le ,
91-93 B oulevard P asteu r, 75015 Paris. 'I 'd .  
273-90-00.

F e d e r a t io n  N a t io n a le  d e s  S o c ie te s  C o 
o p e ra t iv e s  d 'H a b i ta t io n  & L o y e r  M o d e re  
(H .L .M .), 20 rue  dc K ichd ieu , 75001 P an s. 
T e l. 266-4520.
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ro « |A d 6ra tio n  de«  C o o p era tiv es  d e  Con- ICELAND
^ i ^ r i o n - e t d ’H a b ila lio n , 23 rue du Dame, S am b an d  Is l. S a m v in n u f i la g a , P.O. Box 
*2^ J  lioulognc. 180, Samband 1 loust-, Riykjavik. T el. 28200.
Q ^ i d i r a t i o n  d e a  O rg a n ism e s  d e  C red it 

M u tu e l, 18 bis, Avenue Hochc,
7^  Paris. Tcl. 267-14-50.

(T he)
C o-o p era tiv e  U n io n  L td ., P.O.

60.S. Banjul. T d .  581.

q £ H M A N  d e m o c r a t i c  r e p u b l i c
Y ^ ^ ^ n d  d e r  K o n su m g en o ssen sc h a ften  

D D R , StrcsemannstraM e 128, 108 
T el. 22-38-0.

p 2 t f ^ t lA L  REPUBLIC O F GERM ANY
d e u t s c h e r  K o n s u m g e n o s s e n -  

G .m .b .H , Adenauerallee 21, 2000 
Haw^l)urg. T el. 249006.
C (K ^ H a n d e ls -  u n d  P roduktions-A G  
/fM jA H O ), Sonninstrasse 18-28, 2000 Ham- 
b ^ J . T e l .  284-1.
Q e ^ in tv e r b a n d  g e m e in n ii tz ig e r  W ohn- 
„ g ^ » u n te m e h m e n  e.V., Bismarckstrasse 7,
500^^ t  Uilognc 1. T el. 52-31-81.
Y0f|^«fU rsorge L e b e n sv e rs ic h e ru n g  AG

4 i r A lster, (2) H am burg 1.
y ^ o ^ f t t n o r g e  d e u t s c h e  S a c h v e ra ic h -  
I . fgftg AG, Postfach 10 64 29, Besenbindcf- 

2000 HamburK 1. 'IVlcx; 21 62 521.
n . ^ l * c h e r  R aifT e isen v erb an d  e.V.,
Xd^y-uucrailcc 127, 53 Bonn. 'IVl. (0-22-21)

g h a n a
C o -o p e ra tiv e  C o u n c il  L td ., I’.O.

Bov <̂>68, Accnt.

G R #'i‘'CE
P a«v"H ellen ic  C o n fed e ra tio n  o f U nions 
Qf A g r ic u ltu ra l  C o-opera tives, Ml

. A thens 142.

P o p u la i r e  D o m in iq u e  S av io ,
Hu/' J^'Kiiud, I’ction-Villr.
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Htr^VGARY
]i^0^ i^ n a l  C o u n c il  o f  C o n s u m e rs ’ Co- 

S o c ie t ie s  (SZO V O SZ),Szabad8aK 
Budapest V. ' i 'd .  113-600; 112-800.

M g^gonal C o u n c il  o f  I n d u s t r ia l  Co* 
o ^ a t i v e s ,  (O K ISZ ) I’ostalfiok 172, 1143 
B ^ p e s t  70. T d .  188-800; 188-806.

C o -o p e ra tiv e  C o u n c il ,  P.O. Box 
61^ ,  H .1373 Budapest V. T d .  113-600; 
U7-^a00.

C o u n c il  o f  A g r ic u l tu ra l  Co- 
oo^o^atives, Akademis ucta 1-3, Budapest V. 

113-600; 112-800.

IN D IA
N a tio n a l  C o -o p e ra tiv e  U n io n  o f  In d ia ,
liuildinK No. 56 (6th Floor) N ehru PJacc, 
New Delhi-110024. 'IVl. 634369.

A ll In d ia  S ta te  C o -o p e ra tiv e  B anks 
F e d e ra t io n , Cjanm-nt House, (2nd FK>or), 
D r. Annie Besjmt Road, Worli Nak«. 
Bombay 400-018.

N a tio n a l  A g r ic u l tu r a l  C o o p e ra tiv e  
M a rk e t in g  F e d e r a t io n  L td .,  Sapna 
Building, 54 East of Kailash, N ew  Delhi- 
110024.

N a tio n a l  C o o p e ra tiv e  C o n s u m e r s ’ F e d 
e r a t io n  L td ., Deepali (5th floor), 92 Nehru 
Place. New Ddhi-11(K)24. 'IVl. 635387.

A ll In d ia  C e n tra l  L a n d  D e v e lo p m e n t 
B a n k s ’ F e d e r a t io n ,  Shi^sliakti, 2nd Floor 
B. Cj. Kher Road, W orli, Bombiiy 40(K)18.

IN D O N E S IA
D e w a n  K o p e ra s i  I n d o n e s ia ,  Jalan Jendr>l 
Gatot Subroto, Koniplex PO.SDIKKOP, 
Djakarta. T d .  74081-88.

IR A N
S e p a h  C o n s u m e rs ’ C o -o p e ra tiv e  S o c ie ty , 
Avenue Amir-abad shomuli, Iran No^■I  ̂
corner, ’IVheran. 'IVl. 636(K)1 '2 '3.

C re d it  a n d  H o u s in g  C o -o p e ra tiv e  S o c ie ty  
o f  I r a n ,  20-22 .Shahnbad A\enii<-, 'IVhi rar.

C en tra l O rg a n isa tio n  fo r R u ra l Co
o p e ra tiv e s  o f  I ra n , 357 J’iihhni 
Teheran. T el. 64210.

C o n s u m e rs ’ a n d  S e rv ic e s  C o -o p e ra tiv e  
S o c ie ty  fo r  th e  M in is try  o f  L a b o u r  a n d  
S o c ia l A ffa irs  E m p lo y e e s ,  M m istr\ ot 
l^iibour :md Soeial Affairs, 'I'l heran.

IR A Q
G e n e ra l  C o -o p e ra tiv e  U n io n , I’OH 5764 
Baghdad. 'JVI. 86520.

IR IS H  R EPU B LIC
C o -o p e ra tiv e  D e v e lo p m e n t  S o c ie ty  L td .,
35 Iv0^^er CJardiner Street, Dublin.

ISR A EL
G e n e r a l  C o -o p e ra tiv e  A s s o c ia tio n  o f 
J e w is h  L a b o u r  in  E re tz - I s r a e l  ‘‘H e v ra t 
O v d im ” L td ., P.O.B. 303, 'IVl-Av.v T d  
46111-35.
" H a ik a r ”  A u d it  U n io n  o f  A g r ic u ltu ra l  
S o c ie t ie s  o f  th e  F a r m e r s ’ F e d e r a t io n  in  
I s r a e l ,  8 Kaphm Street, P.O.B. 2W  '1V1-Amv 
T d .  250881.
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“ B a h a n ”  A u d it U n io n  o f  A g r ic u l tu ra l  
C o -o p e ra tiv e  S o c ie t ie s  in  I s r a e l ,  47
Nachmani Street, P.O.B. 622, Ttl-A viv 
Tel. 614933.

KENYA
K e n y a  N a tio n a l F e d e ra t io n  o f  C o -o p e ra 
t iv e s  L td ., P.O .B. 49768. N airobi. T rl, 
21487; 32106/7.

ITALY
L e g a  N a z io n a le  d e l l e  C o o p e ra tiv e  e  
M u tu e , Via G uattani 9, 00161 Komc. Tel. 
(06)841 371.

C o n fe d e ra z to n e  C o o p e ra tiv e  I ta l ia n e ,
Borgo Santo Spirito 78, 00193 Rome. Tel. 
653-875; 565-605; 565-614.

A sso c ia z io n e  G e n e r a le  d e l l e  C o o p e ra tiv e  
I ta l ia n e ,  Via Ravenna 8, 00161 Rome. Tel. 
859198 857096.

JA PA N
N ip p o n  S e ik a ts u  K y o d o k u m ia i  R e n g o k a i 
( J a p a n e s e  C o n s u m e r s ’ C o -o p e ra tiv e  
U n io n ), 1-13,4-chomc, Sendagava, Shibuva- 
ku. Tokyo. Tel. (404) 3231.

Z e n k o k u  N o g y o k y o d o k u m ia i  C h u o k a i 
(C e n tra l U n io n  o f  A g r ic u l tu r a l  C o
o p e ra tiv e s ) , 8-3, 1-chome, Otemachi, 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo.

N a tio n a l  F e d e r a t io n  o f  A g r ic u l tu r a l  C o
o p e ra t iv e  A sso c ia tio n s  (Z E N -N O H ), 8-3
1-chome, Ohtemachi, Chivoda-ku, 1'okvo. 
Tel. 03 (279) 0211. IVlex. Z E N N O  222-3686.

N a tio n a l  M u tu a l  In s ^ ^ a n c e  F e d e r a t io n  
o f  A g r ic u l tu ra l  C o -o p e ra tiv e s , (ZEN K Y O - 
R E N ), 7-9 Hirakawa-cho 2 chomc, C'hivoda- 
ku, Tokyo. ’IVl, (265) 311 1.

le -N o -H ik a r i  A sso c ia tio n , No. ] 1 ,1'unana- 
wara-cho, lchi>;ava,Shinjuku-kii, 'I'okvo. 'IVl. 
260-3151.

Z e n k o k u  G yog y o  K y o d o k u m ia i  R e n g o k a i 
(N a tio n a l F e d e r a t io n  o f  F is h e r ie s  C o
o p e ra t iv e  A sso c ia tio n s ) , Co-op Building, 
7thfl»>or, 1-121 chonu-, Uchikanda, Chiyoda- 
ku, Tokyo 101.

N a tio n a l  F e d e r a t io n  o f  F o r e s t  O w n e r s ’ 
C o -o p e ra tiv e  A s s o c ia tio n s , Co-operative 
Building, 8th Floor, 1-121 chome, Uchikanda, 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 101.

N o r in  C h u k in  B ank  (C e n tra l  C o -o p e ra tiv e  
B ank  fo r  A g r ic u l tu r e  a n d  F o re s try ) , 8-3
1 chome, Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku, 'I’okyo.

H o k k a id o  F e d e r a t io n  o f  C o o p e ra t iv e  
F is h e ry  A s s o c ia tio n s , W est 7, N orth 3, 
Cho-ku, Sapporo. Tel. 231-2161.

JO R D A N
J o r d a n  C o -o p e ra tiv e  O rg a n is a t io n , P.O.B. 
1343, Amman. Tel. 23101/3.

KO REA
N a tio n a l  A g r ic u ltu ra l  C o -o p e ra tiv e  F e d 
e ra t io n ,  75, 1st Street, C hung-Jong-R o, 
Sodaemun-ku, Seoul. 'I'el. 73-0021 ; 75-2681.

M ALAYSIA
C o -o p e ra tiv e  U n io n  o f  M a la y s ia  L td .,
Peti Surat 817, Kuala Lum pur. T el. 23903.

C o -o p e ra tiv e  C e n tra l  B a n k  L td ., 29
I^ b o h  Ampang, P.O . Box 6S5. KuaU 
L um pur. Tel. 26531/4.
S a ra w a k  C o -o p e ra tiv e  C e n tr a l  B an k  L td .,
Kuching, Sarawak.
M a la y s ia n  C o -o p e ra tiv e  I n s u r a n c e  
S o c ie ty  L td ., 36 Jalan Anipang, P .(j. Box 
817, Kuala Lumpur. Tel. 87915/6.

^ g k a t a n  K e t ja s a m a  K e b a n g s a a n  M a la -  
s ia  B e rh a d  (N a tio n a l U n io n  o f  C o -o p e ra 
tiv e s )  (A NGKASA), 103 Jalan 'rempU-r, 
Petaling Java, Selangor.

M A LTA
F a r m e r s ’ C e n tra l C o -o p e ra tiv e  S o c ie ty  
L td ., New Building, M iddlem an Street, 
Marsa. 'I'el, Cent 24896.

M A U R IT IU S
M a u r i t iu s  C o -o p e ra tiv e  U n io n , C o-oper- 
ative House, Dumas Street, Port Louis. Tel. 
822.

M O R O C C O
U n io n  N a tio n a le  d e s  C o o p e ra tiv e s  a g r i 
c o le s  la i t i^ r e s ,  lU u Patriei- I.uniuniha, 
B.P. 56V, Kahat-fhellali.

N E T H E R L A N D S
D u tc h  F e d e ra t io n  o f W o rk e r s ' P ro 
d u c t iv e  C o -o p e ra tiv e  S o c ie t ie s ,  N ii u\v» 
(.'racht 5, I'trecht. T el; 331 331

N IG E R IA
C o -o p e ra tiv e  U n io n  o f W e s te rn  N ig e r ia ,  
L td ., c/o Co-operative Builitm^;s. N<%v 
Court Hoad, P.M .B. 5101, Ib:idan. 'IVl. 
24399; 24446.
L a g o s  C o -o p e ra tiv e  U n io n  L td ., Co
o p e r a t iv e  o ffice , 147 ^’akubu (iowon 
Street. I^agos. Tel. 58920/85.
M id -W e s te rn  N ig e r ia  C o -o p e ra tiv e  F e d 
e r a t io n  L td ., Private Mail Bag 1021, No 4 
M urtala Mohammed Hoad, Benin City, Mid- 
W estern State. 'IVl. 594.
C o -o p e ra tiv e  F e d e r a t io n  o f  N ig e r ia  L td .,
Private Mail Bag 5101. c/o Co-op<-ratixe 
Building, Ibadan. 'IVl: 24446, 24399.
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REPORT OF THE FIRST 
OPEN WORLD CONFERENCE ON 

CO-OPERATIVE FISHERIES
Tokyo (Japan), 29th September-4th October 1975

on the theme

“M ODERNISATION OF FISHERIES AND T H E  RATIONAL 
U TILISA TIO N  OF RESOURCES: THE ROLE OF 

CO-OPERATIVES”

In English only Price j^3.00 (inc. postage by surfacc mail)

Please order from:
THE INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE ALLIANCE 

11 Upper Grosvenor Street, London WIX 9PA, U.K.
enclosing remittance with order

AGRICULTURAL 
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE

Annotated Bibliography No. CPI 1%5-1975
(ISBN 0 85042 012 1)

l^uhlished jointly by the Plunkett Foundation for Co-opiraitve 
Studies and the Commonwealth Bureau of Agricultural Economics

(pp. 150)

This invaluable bibliography on an important scctor of agriculture 
consists of over a thousand abstracts in English of books, pamphlets, 
reprints and periodical articles, classified by country. Special considera
tion is given to co-operation in the EEC and an important additional 
section contains lists of these from European Universities, research in 
progress and organisations researching in agricultural co-opcration in

Europe.
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N O RW A Y
N o rg e s  K o o p e ra tiv e  L a n d s fo re n in g  
R ev icrttredet 2, Poat Box 451, S en trum , 
O slo 1. T e l. 20-62-90. T e lex ; 19 540 H .Q .

N o rs k e  B o iig b y g g e la g s  L a n d s fo rb u n d  
(N BBL), T rondheim sveic  84-86, Oslo 5. 
T e l. 37-29-70.
L a n d b r u k e ts  S e n tr a lfo rb u n d , P.O. Box 
3746, Gamlebyen, Oslo 1. Tcl. (02) 19 88 00.

P A K IST A N
W e s t P a k is ta n  C o -o p e ra tiv e  U n io n  L td .,
11 Masson Road, P.O.B. 905, Lahore 1. 
T e l. 54203.

P E R U
C o o p e ra til% j( ie  S e g u ro s  d e l  P e r u  L td a ., 
N o . 170, M lt i r o o  Abril 552, Lima. T el. 
46769.

B a n c o  N a c io n a l  d e  l a s  C o o p e ra t iv a s  d e l  
P e r u  L td o ., J  Av. Tacna 411, Apartado 
4895, Lim a. Tcl. 276569.

C <x>perativa d e  C re d i to  C e n tr a l  d e l  P e r u  
L t< b . Antonio M iro Quesada 247, Of. 407, 
Lima. T e h  27-3752.

P H IL IP P IN E S
C e n tr a l  C o -o p e ra tiv e  E x c h a n g e  In c . ,  
P.O.B. 1968, M anila. T el. 7-60-09.

C o o p e ra t iv e  I n s u r a n c e  S y s te m  o f  th e  
P h i l ip p in e s  In c . ,  300 D c La M crccd (Delta) 
Building, W est Avenue, (FOB 419, Araneta 
C entre) Quezon City. T e l:  97-35-68.

G ra in s  M a rk e t in g  C o -o p e ra tiv e  o f  th e  
P h i l ip p in e s  “ G r a m a c o o p ”  In c . ,  107-D 
Arellano Street, Caloocan Citv. T cl. 23-91-
40.

F il ip in o  C o o p e ra tiv e  W h o le s a le  S o c . In c ., 
P.O. Box 4439, Manihi.

PO LA N D
C e n tr a l  A g r ic u l tu r a l  U n io n  o f  “ P e a s a n t  
S elf-A id '*  C o -o p e ra tiv e s , K opcm ika 30, 

.Wareaw. T cl. 26-39-69; 26-10-81.

C e n tr a l  U n io n  o f  B u ild in g  a n d  H o u s in g  
C o -o p e ra tiv e s , Ul. M archkwskiego 13, 
Warsaw. T cl. 20-90-29.

“ S p o le m ” — U n io n  o f  C o n s u m e r  C o
o p e r a t iv e s ,  Graz vny 13, Warsaw. T el. 45-32-
41.

C e n tr a l  U n io n  o f  W o rk  C o -o p e ra tiv e s ,
Surawia 47, Warsaw. T cl. 28-51-86,

S u p r e m e  C o -o p e ra tiv e  C o u n c i l ,  UI.
Jasna 1, Warsaw. Tc). Warsaw 26-72-21; 
27-13-26.

P O R T U G A L
U N ICO O PE, Rua Alvaro (Jom es 112, 3292 
I’orto. T el. 684606.

PU E R T O  R IC O
C o -o p e ra tiv e  L e a g u e  o f  P u e r to  R ic o , 458
Fernando Caldcr, Apartado 707, G PO  San 
Juan 00936. Tel. 764-2727.

R O M A N IA
U n iu n e a  C e n tr a la  a  C o o p e ra tiv e lo r  d e  
C o n s u m , “ C e n tro c o o p " , Strada Brczoianu 
31, Sectonil 7, Bucharest. T el. 16-00-10; 
13-87-31.

C e n tr a l  U n io n  o f  H a n d ic ra f t  C o -o p e r
a t iv e s , “ U C E C O M ", 46, Caica PIcxtici, 
Sector V II, Bucharest. Tel. 13-16-48.

U n iu n e a  N a tio n a la  a  C o o p e ra tiv e lo r  
A g r ic o le  d e  P ro d u c t ie ,  “ U n c a p ” , 25 Bd.
Gheorghe Gbeorghio-Dej, Bucharest.

SIN G A P O R E
S in g a p o re  C o -o p e ra tiv e  U n io n  L td ., 
Post Box 366; Office and Library-: 3-J K 
Clifford House, Singapore 1.

SR I L A N K A
N a tio n a l  C o -o p e ra tiv e  C o u n c il  o f  S ri
L a n k a , P.O. Box 1669, Co-operative H ou»f. 
455 Galle Road, Colombo 3. Tel. 854% .

SW E D E N
K o o p e ra tiv a  F d rb u n d e t,
Stockholm 15. T tl .  743 10 00.

S-104 65

H S B is R ik s fo rb u n d  ek . fo r .. Pack, S-100 
21 Stockholm 18. T t l. 785 30 00.

S v e n s k a  R ik sb y g g e n , Hagagatan 2,
Box 19015, S-104 32 Stockholm 19. l \ l
34-05-20.

F o lk s a m  I n s u r a n c e  G ro u p , l-Olksan. 
Building, Bohusgatan 14, S-104 60 St<K:i- 
holm. T cl. 22-01-00.

L a n tb r u k a r n a s  R ik sfo rb u n d ,
Stockholm 3. Tcl. 14-16-00.

S-105 3,̂

K o o p e ra tiv a  G illc s fo rb u n d e t, S-104 65 
Stockholm  15. 'J 'd . (08) 44-90-60; (OK) 44- 
95-60.

S W IT Z E R L A N D
C o o p  S c h w e iz ,  'I 'hiirstcint nillct 14, CM 
4002 iiasJc. T d .  (061) 35-50-50. (W B  1285 *

V e rb a n d  s o z ia le r  B a u b e tr ie b e ,c /o S B H V ., 
Sihlpostfach, ZOrich.

G e n o s s e n s c h a f t l ic h e  Z e n tra lb a n k , Ar-
schenplatz 3, C H  4002 Basle. T d .  (061) 23- 
84-00.

C O -O P  L e b e n s v e rs ic h e ru n g s -G e n o s s e o -
s c h a f t ,  Aeschenvorstadt 67, C H  4002 Batk-.
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TANZANIA
C o -o p era tiv e  U n io n  o f  T a n g a n y ik a  L td .,
National Co-operative Building, P.O. Box 
2567, Dar-e#-Salaam. T el. 23077; 23344; 
23347,

TH A ILA N D
C o -o p era tiv e  L e a g u e  o f  T h a i la n d ,
4 Pichai Road, Dusit, Bangkok. T cl. 811414.

TURKEY
T u rk  K o o p e ra tifc il ik  K u r u m u  (T u rk is h  
C o -o p era tiv e  A ss o c ia t io n ) , M ithatpasa 
Caddesi 38, Y enisehir, A nkara . T e l. 12-43- 
73.

K 6y-K oop (C e n tra l  O rg a n is a t io n  o f  V il
la g e  D e v e lo p m e n t a n d  O th e r  A g r ic u l
tu r a l  C o o p e ra tiv e  U n io n s ) , Izm ir Caddesi 
45/3-8 Yenisehir, Ankara.

UGANDA
U g a n d a  C o -o p e ra tiv e  A ll ia n c e , P.O.B. 
2215, Kampala. T d .  56984/6.

U ^ .S .R .
C e n tra l U n io n  o f  C o n s u m e r  S o c ie t ie s  
“ C e n tro so y u s” , B, Tcherkassky per 15, 
103626, Moscow. T el. 221 7253.

U N ITED  K IN G D O M  
C o -o p e ra tiv e  U n io n  L td ., Holyoakc House, 
Hanover S trict, M anchester M60 OAS T el. 
061-834 0975.

C o-operative W h o lesa le  S o c ie ty  L td ., 
P.O.B. 53, Now Century Hf)use, t'orporation 
•Street, Manchester MW) 41-.S. 'JVl. 061-834 
1212

C o -o p e ra tiv e  I n s u r a n c e  S o c ie ty  L td .,
Miller Street, M anchester M60 OAL. T el. 
061-832 8686.

C o-operative B ank L td ., I’.O. Box 101, 
New Century House, M anchester M60 4ES. 
T d . 061-834 8687.

P lu n k e tt  F o u n d a t io n  f o r  C o -o p e ra tiv e  
S tu d ie s . 31 St. ( ;iK s’, Oxford 0X1 3LF. 
T d . 0865-53960.

U RU G U A Y
C e n tro  C o o p e ra tiv is ta  U r tig u a y o , D antt 
2252, Montevideo. T d .  41-25-41; 40-90-66.

U .S.A .
C o -o p e ra tiv e  L e a g u e  o f  th e  I ’.S.A ., 182S 
L  Street, NW , W ashington, D .C . 20036. 
T d .  (202) 872-0550.

YUGOSLAVIA
G la v n i Z a d ru z n i S a v e z  F N R J, 'FerajtiK 
23/V l, POB 47, 11001 Belgrade. T d .
30-947/9.

ZA IRE
C e n tr a le  G 6 n ira le , 
A n g o la ise s , B.P. 6'

C o o p e ra tiv e *
ishasa 1.

ZA M BIA
Z a m b ia  C o -o p e ra tiv e  F e d e r a t io n  L td .
P.O. Box 3579, Lusaka.

IN T E R N A T IO N A L  O R G A N IZ A T IO N S  
O rg a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  C o o p e ra tiv e s  o f  
A m e r ic a ,  Baltazar La T orre  1056, San 
Isidro, Lima, Peru (POB 4657 Corrpo 
Central).

N o rd is k  A n d e ls fd rb u n d , 3 Axeltor\-, 1609 
Copenhafjen V, Denmark. I 'e l. 15-15-33.

I n te r n a t io n a l  C o -o p e ra tiv e  B a n k  C o. L td . 
(IN G EBA ), Aeschengraben 12. P.O.B. 243, 
CH 4010 Basle, Switzerland. 'Pel. 23-58-27.

I n te rn a t io n a ]  C o -o p e ra tiv e  P e t r o le u m  
A sso c ia tio n , 28 W est 44t)) S t n v t ,
York, N.Y. UK)36, U.S.A. T el. LA 4-44.>5

S o c ie d a d  I n te r a m e r ic a n a  d c  D e s a r ro l io  
y F i n a n c i a m i e n t o  C o o p e r a t i v e  
(SID E FC O O P), Casilla de C orreo 4311. 
Buenos Aires, Argentina.

I n te r n a t io n a l  C o -o p e ra tiv e  H o u s in g  D e 
v e lo p m e n t  A sso c ia tio n  (IC H D A ), 11
Upper Grosvenor Street, London W IX  Vl’K. 
UK . T d .  493 1137.

W o rld  C o u n c il o f  C re d it  U n io n s  In c .
1617 Sherman Avenue, I’.O. Box 4.^1. 
M adison, Wisconsin 53701, I'.S .A .
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