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ICA Education Centre
6 Canning Road
New Delhi.1 (India)

REGIONAL SEMIMR ON STUDY CIRCLE METHODS HELD AT NEW DELHI

January 21 to 27? 1963 

"REPORT"

A Regional Seminar on Study Circle Methods vra.s organised by the 
ICA Education Centre at New Delhi in January 1963. In all twelve persons 
from Ceylon, Malaya, Singapore and India participated in it. A list 
of participsno^- anc'’ a co y of che programme are appended hereto as 
Annoxures "C" & "D".

The Senipjr ''"ipcurjsed the value of study circle techniques 
in the overall cc'Vuext of the coup; r?tive education methods adopted 
by the movements in th? South East ^^sian countries. Special aspects 
of the study circle programme viz. the institutional structures 
production of study ma.terial, training of group leaders and methods 
of conducting group discussions received special attention.
A discussion of these asp'̂ ;cts and the question of applicability 
of Study Circle methods was outlined in the Report of the Conference 
on Study Circle :-°uhof̂ s held at New Delhi in T^ecember I96I. The 
present report gives the main conclusions and recommendations of the 
Seminar and rfoorts of n_'tional programmes of two working groups 
constituted by the Seminar. (\nnexures "A" & "B"),



ICA Education Centro
6 Canning Road
New Delhi.1 (India)

COHCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS

Tî e Seminar was of the opinion that Study Circles were an instrument 
of member education designed to be helpful in promotion of leadership in 
th? Cooperative Movement. Participants in Study Circles were likely to be­
come the opinion-foraiis^g groups in their societies, and through partici­
pation they wo'al'i b:;come qualified for rational decision-making in the • 
parliamentary meotii.̂ 'S of their societies and ultimately the Movement as a 
whole. The Study Circles method had been effectively used inSvod±3h and 
other European 'lovsments and had also proved itself useful, with suitable 
adaptation in the Conilla Project in East Pakistani The Seminar agreed 
that, suitably attuned to local conditions, the Stildy Circle method was 
one of the important means of pr'oviding intensive dduoation to the activse 
mejjibers of cooperative societies.

It was recognised that con,centrating the cooperative education 
programme entirely on the organizati'on of regular courses for members did 
not always ensî r̂e continuity of education woi*k, and sometimes produced only 
a su,perficial impact. In comparison the Study Circles method ensiared conti­
nuity, aijd was also economical in the sense that it helped to reach a 
large number of membors with relatively few teachers em&oyed at the 
national level. Tip Seminar recognized that this approa^ would, therefore, 
be a welcome supplement to the present educational arrangements in the 
South and South-East Asian Cooperative Movements. Obviously the intro- 
ducation of Study Circles did not in any way reduce the importance of 
continuing education x̂ ork through other media such as films, cooperative 
press, radio etc.

The Seminar- agreed that to start with, experimental programmes of 
Study Qireles activities should be undertaken by the National Cooperative 
Unions/Stat§ Unions/Regional Unions as a part of their member education work. 
The tasks of the National Cooperative Unions in this respect would ii)<alude 
the overall organizational work, finding suitable solutions to the j^^b^ems 
of producing and distributing study materiel, training teachers and'^.oup 
leaders, arranging for adequate finances, and so on.

The Seminar recommended that experimental Study Circle activities 
should be undertalcen only on the basis of specially designed study material, 
aaid under the guidance of persons trained for the purpose. The production 
of model study material started by the ICA Education Centre should continue, 
and the possibility of its adaptation for use at the national levels be 
carefully investigated. As and when the Study Circles become a regular 
and important part of ,the national member education work, each National 
Union itself must bscome responsible for producing adequate study material,  ̂
as well as for arranging its distribution. When selecting subjects for



Study Circles and producing suitable study material, it shoulr̂  be 
realised that cooperative education work must be directly related to 
tfie practical tiisks and problema facing the cooperative organisations 
and their members. Such a practical approach would necessitate close 
contacts betwe n o.. 3 cooperative unions responsible for the education 
work, th« coopt ra^.ive trading and banking organizations, in order 
to ensure that factual and problem-centred material was brought out.

In order bh t oh experimental programmes become useful, the Seminar 
suggested that trs.ining of group leaders, must be arranged by the National 
Cooperative Unions. This should be recognized as the first responsibility 
of the of+’icers (teachers) at the National level, who were to guide the 
3tiidy Circle acoivities, and it must, therefore, be borne in mind when the 
teacher training programme was being planned. Existing facilities such as 
Cooperative Co?''e'̂ fS and Cooperative Training Institutes should be utilized 
for the training of Study Circle leaders. The Seminar recognized that 
the su®C'-'ss ox any educatiohal programme, particularly Study Sircle 
activities, wi-ald ■'’epen.i upon the extent to which active responsibility was 
assumed by th* ’iri.aary cooperative societies themselves. It was, therefore, 
necessary,' Iready ■f'rom the start, that the selection of group leaders and 
the organization of the local Study Circles was done by the societies of 
their own. Sirilarly, the financing of the programme should, in so far as 
possible, also ac^ivjly involve crntributions from the local societies, for 
instance, by tht.i"’ purchasing study material, making available meeting rooms 
etc.

Thb Seminar sufgeDtcd that the role of the ICA Education Centre in 
relation to th* experimental Study Circle acti-'/ities should be primarily that 
of serving as a coordinating body for the different experiments carried on 
by che National Cooperative Uniona. Naturally since the JCA Education Centre 
was located in In̂ "- a, there was an opportunity of developing particularly 
close collaboration between the I^a-donal Cooperative Union of India and the 
Education Centre. That would sarve to make the experiences gained in the 
Indian prograrr'T’e readily available to otht r National Cooperative Unions in 
the Region.

Based on the discussions d'or^ng the Seminar, concrete plans for the 
training of persons to be placed in char'^e of the experimental Study Circle 
activities undertaken by the National Unions should be worked out by the 
International Cooperative Alliance Education Centre, and discussed with 
the National Cooperative Unions.
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IGA Education Centre ANNEXURE '"A'**-
6 Canning P-oad
New Delhi-1. (India)

GROUP REPORT OF THE GROUP SET UP TO FUAME NATIONAL PROGRAMME (INDIA) 

ON STUDY CIRCLE ACTIVITIES

Chairman ; Mr M.D.Joshi
Seoietary ! Mr K.C.Jain

■̂11 the delegates from Irdia constituted the group which also 
have had the benefit of the advice of Dr S.K.Saxena and Mr M.V.Madane.
The group was of the opinion that in view of the effectiveness of the 
Study Circle Methods in the programme of *^ooperat^ve Meirber Education 
it is necessary/ to make at least a begiroaing in t\^ direction of intro­
ducing the Study Circle activities in the Cooperative Societies in India. 
It was,however, folt that before the programme is undertaken on a large 
scale, the method of study circles shoTild be tested on a pilot bjisis. The
outline of the prt-gramme suggested is as follows;

I* Scope for Study Ojrcle Activities in Indian Cooperative Movement,

It is considered that we should start the programm.e in 
some pilot are>. s v/here Cooperative Education Programme had already been 
in progress. In this country where trainiag for members including 
prospective members, managing committee members; office bearers including 
secretaries is given, Study Circle activity, applied mutatis-mutandis, 
can supplement our work. This can also help us to increase the coverage 
and providf' a convenient mechod of follow up which may result into 
intensive, self--directed ar.d continuous process of education.

It we , agreed that cne p^'oject should be developed., as rapidly 
as possible ir> each Stete. In addition the Union territory of Dellii m^y 
also have a pilot project. It is also su^g^^sted that -che Study Circle 
activity may -'ntroduced in the urbin areas of Bombay, Calcuttaj. Delhi 
and Madras and a beginning may be made by orga;iisin?; 15 to 20 study 
circles on different subjects in each of :hese cities.

Area for lucating the jjlot pro’̂ê'-t in a Spate:

The pilot project should bo located on th3 areas which are
(a) relatively advar.ced from th:̂  poin'u of development of cooperative 
movement, b̂) Aere cooperative flor-bar Education work may have been 
taken up intonsivelyj (c) the lit.er''.cy level is comparatively higher,
(d) the area is rei-ativelj compact and (e) District Cooperative Unions 
and the District Central Banks, business federations, agree to help in 
the implementation of the programme..

11^ Tasks of National Cooperative Union and the Regional Cooperative 

Unions in the Study Circlo Pro'-'ramae
I

In the opinion of the group the National Cooperative Union 
of India should have the following ro.les to play:



1, Planning and Promotion cf Study Circle Activity in the 
country,

2, Preparation of model study material,
3, Training of the staff of the State Cooperative Unions in the 

preparation of study material etc.
4., Collaborating with the State Cooperative Unions and other 

agencies for implementing the study circle activity,
5. Periodic review and evaluation of the programme.

II,A. Role of the State Cooperative Union

Implementing the programme of study circle activity in all its 
phases and especially in the matter of:

1, Guiding the societies in the matter of selection of group leaders and
arrange for their job training,

2. Adaptation, production and provision of study material and maintaining 
the communication '\7ith the group leaders.

II.B, Role of the Primary Society in Carrying out study circle Prog.

The group felt that the primary societies will have the following
role in organising the study circle activities.

i. Selection of group leaders, 
ii. Making arrangements in connection with the holding of the 

meetings of the study circles, 
iii. Provision of small funds for meeting eontingsnt expenditure 

of meetings.

II.C, Training of Group leaders for study circle activities

Training of group leaders -vjill have to be arranged at the cooperative 
training centres or somewhere similarly suitably equipped places. The training 
can profitably be imparted by the lecturers of the training centres and selected 
cooperative educational personnel wh'O in turn should be given specialised 
training by the NCUI before they could be put on the job.

II.D. Financial Requirements for the Suggested Programme

The group feels that the programme of organisation of study circles 
shoiild be developed with the long term objective of making it self-supporting 
through the contributions of primary societies.

Very heavy additional finances may not be necessary in the initial 
stages. Much of the needed finance could be had if the programme is accepted, 
by readjustment oi the existing financial resources.

Assistance From the International Cooperative Alliance

The group feels that th3 ICA could help the programme through the 
National Cooperative Union of India in the matter of planning and production 
of the materials, specially that may be needed by the teachers and guides and 
such other technical guidance which the ICA may be able to provide.
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r.uuuaoxuu AlINEXIHffl "B"
Canning Road ,

New Delhi-1, (India)

gROUP REPORT OF THE FOREIO^ GROUP RE&.BDING NATIONAL PROGRAMME

ON STUDY CIRCLE ACTIVITIES

Chairman : Mr Mokhtar bin Bahauddin
Secretary : Mr G.Ramaswamy

Frame of Reference

1, Scope for Study Circle Activitios in your Cooperative Movement.

2. (a) Tasks of National Cooperativo Unions and the Regional Cooperative
Unions in the study circles prograrcr.e.

(b) Role of prin"ry scciety in carryin~ out study circles programme.

(c) Training of gi-oup leaders for study circle activities.

(d) Financial raquirenents for the suggested programme.

After having the M-^ws of the participants from East Pakistan, Ceylon, 
Singapore and Mala^^a, th? Corrmittr'e was of the unanimous opinion that there
are scopes for study circles in all the countries as mentioned above. The
implementing of th3 stadj/̂  circle progrfinmie could be undertaken by the National 
Cooperative Union and Regional Cooperative Unions for they have financial 
resources and the personnel which prinaiy s>.cieties do lack.

One of the countries in South and South East Asia which has undertaken the 
task of organising the programme is Ceylon, but unfortunately, it is still in 
the stage of infancy.

In East Pakistan the Cooperative Union prepares the study material for the
study circles programme and journals are printed in Bengali and English.

\

To meet the task of organising study circles programme the National Coop, 
Unions are recommended to employ specialists and to encourage its members for 
the production of study circle materials such as study guides, special study 
materials with emphasis on cooperation and rsle7.?jit audio-visual aids.

The topics to be undertaken initially should bej

a, "Why Cooperative Credit”
b. ”Hovr much could one gain through Consumer Cooperatives"

It is the opinion of the group th.t for the present moment the above
mentioned topics should be used as experiments to gain experience for future 
developments and the National Cooper-'tive Unions should undertake to persuade 
the Regional Cooperative Unions to distribute the study materials to primary 
societies. It has also been suggested that study circles periodical should be 
prepared' when the progrsunimo goes on smoothly. The relevant answers to the 
study cij'cle materials sho\Ad be sent to the National Cooperative Union which 
initiate the course.



The* role of primary societies is to organize as many study circles as
possible so that mat rip.Is obtained from .he Nr ̂ ional Ui^ons could be used
widely^ and efficiently. TSe responsr'.bili y of organizing the study circles 
at primary society s level be vested, if pcjtible, to a sub-committee on 
cooperative educ? tion. If this is no-< fc'̂'--’iblfci, one membdr of the primary 
society s managemenL commitxee shoulo be ma^e responsible* The functions of the 
management committee or educrtional sub-committtie would be:

1) To Stfl ‘ct members for group leaders for training

2) To reqi st/aoquire materials from the Natibnrl Unions.

3) Pr Ti- work for executing study circle activities.

The members sel c' ■' o b-.. group leaders for study circle activities should
be given facilities ft r r-inirg at th^ coop:^r'tive college or institutions 
wherever such f'acili'̂ ■' r: ^̂ .st N-̂’ + ional or Regional level. The period of
training should tery 'rrTi wo weeks to one month according to needs. The course 
should be residcT̂ 'i i-1 '’.r ; hi idual number of students to attend should be 
between 10 to 15 p>. r one.

Production of s+i iy rials, nycefrsrr/ equipments, together with publicity 
materials -emuneT".'tie’- for te> chtrs nd specialists employed ley the 
National Coope ’̂ + ive ^or +he Conper-'tive Iducation Programme should be
met by the National Union. The cxperriture incurred for the educational purposes 
etc. should be recovertd, prrtly, from he proceeds of sales of study materials. 
The rest of the funds required to meet this expenditure ought to come from 
within th.'-- acvenf.*nt it-self, ith^er dirstrtly fToc lccc"l sutnL^'tics or 
i<j^i3^ctly--through''l^n’..r 1. ccntrliniti^iia by tt lacrd_30j;iert±fi.s-to. ih®'. - 
Nj“̂ion_“l Cooperatif^s Urii..‘'n, Should the need e-xtsraal: sdurce-s ’
such'' -s Oo=w;rEmteflt md other International org-=nizations may be 
approached.
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IGA EDUCATION CENTRE 
6 Canning Road 
New Delhi.1.. India.

Annexure "0"

COURSE ON STUDY CIRCLE METHODS, NEW DELHI (INDIA) 

January 21st to 27th, 1963 

P r O ; g r a i n i n ^

Monday. 21st January 63 

10 Eiin. - 12.30 p.m.

2.30 - 5.3ti p.El.

Inauguration
Introduction to ICA Activities
Purpose and Workir.g Methods of the Course

Methods of Member Education to motivate activ 
participation.

Introduced by ; Mr.J.M.Rana,
ICA Education Centre, New Delhi.

This session will mainly be devoted to the review of 
various methods of member education and their usefulness 
in bringing about active participation by members in 
cooperative activity. The delegates to the Course will 
also narrate their experiences in the various methods 
used in me;nber education work.

Tuesday. 22nd January 63 

9.30 a^n. - 12.00 noon

2.30 - 5.30 p.m.

a) Experiences of Study Circle Methods in Cooperative 
Education in Western Cooperative Movements

Introduced by ; Mr .Marian Radetzki and Mr.Dharan Vir 
ICA Education Centre, New Delhi.

b) Discussion an Similar Experiments «f Study Circle 
Methods in Cooperative Education in countries of 
South East Asian Region.

(Mr.J.M.Rana will lead the discussion)

Techniques fcf Study Circle Activity (Organisation 
Pro gram e and Follr'w up)

Introduced by : Mr.M.V.Madane, ICA Education Centre.

This session will be dev^ed mainly t* the procedure 
of organising study circle activity and the institu­
tional framework needed to do s(5.

\ Wednesday. 23rd January 63

3.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. Preparation and adaptation of Study Material

Intraduced by : Mr.M.V.Madane, ICA Educatjj!»j| ,Ce»tre.

.. .  2 .,



Wednesday. 23rd January 63 (contd.)

2.30 - 5<30 p.n. a) Selection and Training of Group Leaders (with
special reference tD local conditions)

Introduced byi Mr.Bertil Mathss^n and
Mr.Dharam Vir, ICA Education Centre.

b) Role of the Primary Cooperative Soeiety in 
proiiioting group leadership and in encouraging 
study group activity.

.(Two participants froni among the delegates 
will introduce the subject)

Thursday. 24th January 63

9.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. Techniques of Study Circle Activity (with special
reference to members' participation and use of 
audi^-visual aids)

2.30 - 5.30 p.m. Demonstration of Study Circlc Methods
Film Show 
¥

Friday. 25th January 63

9.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. Ejcerclse. by-participants on Study Circle Methods
on a given subject.

2.30 - 5.30 p.m. Preparation of National Programmes for Study
Circle Activity.

S_aturday. 26th January 63 Republic Day Holiday 

Sunday. 27th January 63

9.30 a.m. - 12.00 noon a) Presentation of a National Prfgramme for
Study Circle Methods.

b) Discussion on the methods of implementation 
of the National Programmes.

c) Fclln\,r up by the ICA Education Centr* and the 
delegates.

d) Summing up.
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ICA EBUCATION CENTRE, 
4 Canning Read,

DELHI. 1. (I ndia) Annexure *'D"

List «f Participants for the Study Circle Course to be held at New Delhi 
from 21st to 27th January 1963.

Ceylon 1. Mr. L.M. de Silva,
President,
Colombo Mudliyars Division M,P,C.S, Union, 
169 High Level Road,
NUGEGODA.

India

Malaya

2. Mr.M.D.Joshi,
Assistant Director (Training),
Department of Cooperation,
Ministry «f Community Q«vel»pment,
Panchayati Raj and Obliteration,
Krishi Bhavan,
NEW DELHI.1.

3 . Mr.R.D.Bedi,
Sr. Training Sfficer,
Committee for Cooperativ# Training,
34 South Pat^l Nagar,
NEW DELHI.

4. Mr.M.R.Kaushal,
Deputy Director,
National Cooperative Union India,
72 Jori»agh,
NEW DELHI.

5 . Mr.K.C.Jain,
• Principal,
Cooperative Instructfrs Basin Training Centre,
Chandranag9,r,
P.O. GURGA*N. (Punjali)

6. Mr,B.P.Biswas,
Oooperativg Education Officer,
West Bengal State Cooperative Unifn,
6 Old Post Office Street,
Ci\LCUTTA -1.

7. Mr.P.C.Rao,
Cooperative Education Officer,
Jc^mu and Kashmir Cooperative Union,
J M 4 U .

8. l4r.Mokhtar Vin Bahauddin, 
c/o Town Coxincil,
Taiping.
Perak.
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Singapore 9, Mr Thekungal Thomas 
c/o Mr Andrew B, Pinto 
Singapore Cooperative Union Ltd 
Post Box 366 
SINGAPORE

Observers

Malaya

Pakistan

10. Mr G.Ramaswaray
IGA. Research Fellow

11. Mr M.R.Sikdar
ICA Research Fellow

India 12, Mr R.N.Vyaa
ICA Research Fellfw


